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PREFACE. 


The death of iVIiss Hemenway has somewhat delayed the appearancc' 

of another \Tolume of the VERMONT HISTORICAL GAZETTEEH; but it is 

chiefly her work, and has been edited, and is pnblished according to the 

original plan. It was dne both to the author, and to the su bscribel's, 

t.hat this should be done; and it is hoped that the work has not suffered 

either in accuracy or interest by the change. 

In compiling and a,nanging the great mass of materials furnish ed 

by writers the editor has been compelled to omit some things the inser

tion of which would have swelled the volume to an unwieldy size; but the • 

aim has been to retain that which was of permanent value, and essential 

to correct presentation of the facts of history. 'rhe publisher desires 

to acknowledge the favors and valuable assist,Lllce received, which has 

greatly lightened the labor of its preparatioll; and without which hearty 

co-operation it could not have heen made so complete. It is impossible 

to mention all, bllt the following persons sholilu not be omitted, 

whose aid renders it fitting that their names should be associated with 

the work: 

Ex-Gov. J. Gregory Smith, E x-Liellt.-Gov. Levi K. FlIller, Col. J. 

J. Estey, Kittredge Haskins, E sq., Hon. Gilhm·t A. Davis, Judge James 

Phelps, W. S. Smart, D. D., Prof. Hiram A. Cutting, Geo. L. Clark, 

Prof. J. S. Lee, Mark and Myron Ward, Dr. J. Draper, F. D. Proctol', 

F. C. Smith, HOll. R. Roberts, L. D.Wilcox, W. E. I. Robinson, J. 

II. Merrifield, D. L. Mansfield, S. D. Winslow, L. A. J ackson, N. ·W. 

Cook, F. C. Gully, O. A . Mi1l'shall, C. A. Cleghorn, A. H. ,Vashbnrll, 

H. II. Warner, Mrs. E. D. Greenwood, Sylvia and Isabella Whithed, 

Eva J. Stickney, Miss J ane Hunt, Mrs. W. S. Balch. 

To these, and to all others, who have given valuable aiel in ways too 

numerous to be mentioned, our thanks are clne. This volume is oii'ered 

to the pu.blic as another contribution to the history of Vermont, and is 

a memorial of its editor, who gave to the preservation of its history the 

indefatigable labors of a life-time. 

Brandon, December, 1891. 



ABBY MARIA HEMENWAY 

was bol'll in Ludlow, Vt., October 7) 1828. She was educated at the 
Black River Academyat Ludlow. Her classmates and fellow stndents 
~till remember her as an act.ive, etu'J1est scholar, and was eager to make 
practical lise of knowledge when acquired. She was a great admirer of 
.:\'[argaret Fuller Ossoli, Mrs. Browning, Mrs. Harriet Beecher Stowe, 
and those enthusiastic workers of forty years ago. She taught for three 
years in Michigan, and soon after returnillg to Vermont, she began what 
proved to be her Ii temry career and the work of her life. 

She knew of many who had written Poems worth preserving, and 
the result of her efforts to collect these treasnres was "The Poets and 
Poetry of Vermont," published in 1859. The collecting of J11aterials for 
that book introd need her to tbe prominent men and women of that time, 
interested her in almost every portion of the State and madc her many 
life-long friends. 'rile keepers of local anecd~tes and tmditions of the 
early settlements were rapiclly passing away; each year death decreased 
their nnmbers. 

Miss Hemenway had shown snch fitness for the particnlarly difficult 
task of finding interesting material for li temI')' work where none was ex
pected, that at the earnest request of many eminent meu, she began her 
Vermont Gazetteer, thinking to complete it in f\ few nnmbers, published 
in a magazine form. 

The work grew on her hands, and has proved to be the labor of a life
time, and so valnable to the State and every lover of Vermont, and in
deed to every historical student, that we might feel that she earned for 
herself a fitting monument, if that were all the record she had left of 
her residence on earth. 

At intervals, while waiting for publisher 01' copy, she bas written 
several volumes of poetr}' and some books of prose, which prove her an 
enthusiastic Christian woman, and attest her waTffi love for the friends 
she found wherever she resided. Her work as Vermont historian led her 
to varions localities of the State, in order that she might personally super
intend tbe collecting of material for her Gazetteer. 

About six years ago, thinking by the report of friends that there was 
a better opportunity in Chicago for finishing Vol. V., she went there, 
where she resided until her death. A fire destroyed a large part of what 
was done on that volume. 

A less determinec1 nature than hers would have sunk uncleI' the dis
cOl1l'agement. But she rose to the emergency and went bravely to work, 
recovered the lost manuscript and had nearly completed it, when death 
came swift and silent. 



From whichever standpoint we view her life, she was a remarkable 
woman. In t his age, when woman has taken a position ill all professions, 
not one deserves a· stronger meed of praise from the presen t generation, or 
has bestowed a greater obligation 011 thuse that shall come after, tlHtlI 
Abby Maria Hemenway. 

Miss Hemenway's puulished works nre as follows: 
Poets and Poetry of Vermont in 1858. 
Rev ised edition in 1860. 
Rosa Mystica ill 1865. 
Vermont Historical Gazetteer, Vol. I, ill 1867. 
ROlla Immaculata in 1868. 
Vermon t Historical Gflzetteer, Vol. II, in 1871. 
House of Gold in 1873 . 

Vermon t H istorical Gazetteer, Vol. nT, in 1877. 
Vennollt Historical Gazetteer, Vol. IV, ill 1882. 

Vermon t Histori cal Gazetteer, Vol. V, uea,rly complete, 1890. 
Vol. VI was nearly prepfl.red for press, one town printed. 

1Uby Tlhria Hemenway died Feb. 24,1890, aged 61. She cam esLly 
worked for Vermont up to th e last day of her life., and died sudcl ellly witl] 
Itppoplexy; she was brought to LudlolV, her old home, for burial. 

MRS. E. C.IWBBIKS. 
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HISTORY 
OF THE COUNTY OF CUMBERLAND. 

By Han. G. A. DAVIS of Windsor, Vt. 

CHAPTER 1. 	 Connecticut, i. e. within 20 miles of the 
Hudson river, where he contended was 

The cont?'ove?'sy between New Hamp- the eastern boundary of the Province of 
shi?'e and New York, in regw'd to the New York. 
"N. Ii. G?'ants. " Establishment of the A correspondence was commenced in 
county. 1749 between the governors of the re-

A brief account of the controversy be- spective Provinces in which was urged 
tween the Provincial governors of New their resr;ecti"Ve claims to the jurisdiction 
Hampshire and New York, concerning over the disputed tenitory west of the 
their respective right to the jurisdiction Connecticut. In the first letter of Gov. 
over the" N. H. Grants," as the terri- 'Wentworth heexpressec1 doubts as to the 
tory now comprised within the State of true boundary between the Provinces; 
Vermont, was form erly ca.lled, may not yet he proceeded to have the territory 
be uninteresting or out of place. That surveyed and chartered west of the Con
controversy for a long time seriouslyaf- necticut river. 
fected the settlement and prosperity of After some correspondence the two 
the disputed territory. Zealous partisans governors mutually agreed to refer the 
were arrayed on either side, the contest matter in dispute to his majesty, the king 
was bold and vigorous, and gave an op-I of England. This arrangement was 
portunity for the development of the entered into in 1750. No action appears 
darinl? qualities of the" Green Mountain to have been taken upon the matter until 
BOYb. ' 1764. In the m eantime George II had 

Charles II granted to the Duke of died, and George III acceded to the 
York, his brother, in 1664 and 1674 atract British throne; a monarch whose whole 
of land, which embraced among other police towards his American Colonies re
parts "all the lands from the west side suited in the most disastrous manner to 
of Connecticut river to the east side of his possessions and authority in - that 
Delaware Bay." The Province of New part of his dominions. His attempt to 
York became the occupant of this grant. arrange this controversy between his 
In 1741, Benning 'Wentworth was com- governors, was so bunglingly executed 
missionec1 governor of the Province of that it increased rather than allayed the 
New Hampshire. The territory over difficulty and ill·feeling. 
which he was toact as governor was de- During the pendency of the contro
scribed in his commission as being versy before the king, Governor Went
" bounded on the south side by a similar worth was by no means idle. 
curve line pursuing the course of Mer- In December 1763, 122 grants had been 
rimac river ,at three miles distance, on the made. Gov. Colden, without waiting for 
north side thereof, beginning at the the king's decision in view of this Ull
Atlantic ocean, and ending at a pointdue warranted assumption of power and the 
north of a place called Pautucket Falls, consequences that must result therefrOIn, 
and by a straight line drawn from thence "to prevent therefore the incautious 
due west across the said river till it meets from becoming purchasers of the lands 
with our othe?' gO'Ve?'mnents." Whether so granted," issued a proclamation Dec . 
New York or New Hampshire had juris- 28, 1763, warning all persons that the 
diction over the territory immediately eastern boundary of the Province of New 
west of the Connecticu~ river depended York was the Connecticut river. com
upon the construction given to the last manding officers both judicial and ex
clause in the commission. Gov. Went- ecutive to exercise jurisdiction to that 
worth contended that New Hampshire river, 'and also commanding the high 
extended as fal' west as Massachusetts 01' sheriff to return the names of all penwn 
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who held lauds under New Hampshire to themselves and families, was to make 
Grants westward of Connecticut river, an order that the surveyor-general should 
"that they may be proceeded against ac not upon an:r warrant of ~uJ"Vey that 
corlling to law." "When this reached the should come llltO his hands, make any 
public eye, there was no little commotion return of lands so actually possessed, un
among those whose interests were af less f01' the persons in actttal possession 
fected thereby. Gov. "Wentworth , to in the1'eof· 
spire confidence in the validity of the And March 4, 1771, that officer re 
New Hampshire Grants, and encourage turned that he had obsened the order 
:;ettlements under them, issued a counter in his surveys east of the Green mount
proclamation March 13, 1764. The claim ains. So far, the conduct of New York 
of New Hampshil'e was urged and that of towards the "Grants" had not bern op
New York deprecated. The late proc pressive or Il.njust . At this critical 
lamation of Gov. Colden was termed period in the history of the towns situ
one "of a very extraordinary nature." ated within the "New Hamp~hire 
The settlers were urged not to be "in- Grants " much depended upon the meas
timidated, or in any way hindred 01' ob ures each adopted. Some obstinately re
strucLed in the improvement of the fused to purchase charters from New 
lands" granted Lhem, as their title under York and trouble ensued; others ob
New Hampshire chm'ters was perfec tly tained their charters and remained for a 
reliable. time comparatively quiet. 

But few grants were made after tile The people of the "Grants " by this 
putting forth of this proclamation. In decision were included within the" un
the meantime the claims of New York limited" county of AlbDny, whither they 
had been brought before the King, sup- were compelled to go to transact all legal 
ported by petitions purporting to be business. As the roads at that time were 
signed by a great number of the settlers difficult of passage, if even sUl'l'eyed, the 
on the New Hampshire Grants, repre  inconveniences were numerous. 
senting that it would be for the advan- In 1765, attempts were made by Thos. 
tage of the petitioners to be annexed to Chandler and Isaac Mann, of New Flam
the colony of New York, and praying stead, in connection with Daniel Jones 
that the Connect.icut river might be de- and Robert Harper, to induce the Pro
clared the western boundary of the pro'1 vincial Legislature of New York to form 
ince of New Hampshire. Accordingly a county east of the Green mountains, 
theKing and council July, 1764 , issued with New Flamstead, (Chester,) as the 
an order declaring" the western banks shire town, and :lVIessrs. Chandler and 
of the River Connecticut ' to be the Mann even proceeded to Ne,·" York city 
boundary line between the said two to advocate the m easure, but without 
provinces." This proclamation was pub- success.. N~w Fla~ns~ead was then in
lished by the governor of New York , eluded wltlun the hmlts of Albany COUll
April 10, 1765. This order in council ty, and the only r esults of their efforts 
which was intended to settle the whole appears to have been the appointment of 
difficulty only added fuel to the flame. 21 additional justices of the peace for 
It was as ambiguous and uncertain as that county. At a meeting of the justices 
the answers of the Delphic oracle. at Rockingham, April 27, 1766, Nathan 

" To be" the boundary line. Dicl this Earle was chosen constable for New 
clause only affect the question of juris- Flamstead. Of the proceedings of these 
diction? In thejuture ! Were the titles men, "In a little brief authority dressed 
under New Hampshire grants thereby up," no records are known to exist. 
declared null and void and the people to Early in the year 1766, Thomas Chanu
be obliged to re-purchase . from Ne\v leI', at the request of Sir Henry Moore , 
York? Such and similar questions were governor of New York, ascertained the 
asked by the settlers. Different answers number of men between the GreenMoul1t
were given to these questions, iufluenced ains and the Connecticut river , who 
by the situation of the party. Many of were capable of bearing arms. Accord
the settlers claimed there was no neces ing to his report in the southern portion 
sity of re-purchasing, while the governor of that district t.here were 600. Military 
of New York took the opposite gTound. companies were formed in the different 
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Still, Gov. Colden had no desire to op· towns, and commissions issued, bearing 
press the actual settlers. By the pay date Jan. 20, 1766. Thomas Chandler 
ment of a small fee their lands were to was commissioned Colonel. The records 
be re-chartered to them. Almost t.he of these military organizations are not to 
first act of the governor council after be found. Thus New Flamstead was 
publishing in April the order of the furnished with a full complement of offi
King, considering the condition of thos e cers, judicial, executive aDd military . 
who were actual settlers LInder · New Iand some good results were seen, yet 
Hampshint Grants, and that the diSPOS- / their effiCiency was very much impaired 
sessing of sLlch persons might be ruinous by the want of a jail for the confinement 
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of evil doers, the jail at Albany, which 
was 150 miles distant, and not easy of 
access on account of the condition of the 
roads and the face of the country, being 
the nearest. The attempts to secure the 
formation of a county were again re
newed by Chandler and others, on the 
16th of June, 1766. Governor Moore sec
onded their efforts, and on tl,e 3d of July 
a portion of the" Grants" situated be
tween the Connecticut river and the sum
mit of the Green Mountains, comprising 
the same territory now included ,vithin 
the limits of "Vindam and Windsor coun
ties, was erected into a county by the 
name of Cumberland. It probably re
ceived its name from Prince William, the 
duke of Cumberland, who in 1746 had 
met with distinguished success in oppos
ing the rebels in Scotland. 

Provisions were made for the erection 

peace and quorum; and Thos. Chandler, 
jr., justice of the peace and quorum; Na
than Stone, another citizen of Chester, 
was appointed high sheriff; and Timothy 
Olcott of Chester, coroner. These com
missions bear date JUly 16, 1766. 

The act establishing Cumberland coun
ty was transmitted agreeably to the laws 
and statutes of England, "To his majes
ty, for his royal approbation, or disal
lowance." The king, June 26, 1767, de
clm'ed the act" Void andof none effect." 
On the reception of the intelligence of 
this act of his majesty, the govel'llor of

I New York published the same to the 
province. Great was the consternation 
and surprise in Chester, at this unex
pected frown of fortune upon their fiat
tering prospects, and numerous petitions 
W"lre signed there and forwarded to Gov. 
Tyron, representing the" Distress and 

of a court house and jail. New Flam- Igreat inconvenience under which the in
stead being the most convenient among 
the township~, and" Nearest the centre 
of the county," was selected as the 10
cation of these buildings. On the 14th of 
July, 1766, a new charter was obtained 
for New Flamstead, by Thomas Chandler 
and 36 others, in which the town took 
the name of Chester. It confirmed the 
settlers in the quiet possession of their 

habitants of that part of the county were 
~abori.ng throl~gh ~he :want of due a~min
IstratlOn of .Justlce.' The Provmclal 
Council of New York took the matter in 
hand, and in face of the' veto' of the 
king, on the 19th of March, 1768, the 
"GreatSeal" of the Province was affixed 
to an act which had been passed the 18th, 
re-establishing the county of Cumber

farms, and saved Chester from becoming land, and re-selecting Chester as the shire, 
the theatre of contests between the peo- since being nearest the center of the 
pie and civil authority of New York. Gounty. it was the most" Convenient 
July 15,1766 another act 'was passed re- for that purpose." Courts were ef'tab
lating to courts in Cumberland county. Iished and the proper officers appointed, 
By it the" Judges and justices duly au- and commissions issued on the 7th of 
tho]'ized in that behalf" were directed to •April following. Many of the citizens of 
hold "Yearly and every yeal'," in the Ithe county defied the authority of this 
township of Chester, a court of common 
pleas, to heal', and according to the laws 
of England, and the Province of New 
York, "To try and determine all suits, 
quarrels, controversies and differences, " 
which might m'ise ( in the techlliGal lan
guage of the ordinance) between" Any 
of the loving subjects of the county, 
above the value of forty shillings." A 
court of general sessions of the peace was 
also established; two terms of these 
courts were annually to be held, respect
ively upon the first Tuesdays of June and 
NovembeT. Four days was the length of 
time they were authorized to sit at any 
terlll, and both courts were to be held at 
the same time, that the business before 
them might be "Constantly proceeded 
in, and all unnecessary attendance avoid
ed." Officers both judicial and executive 
were appointed, and the foundation laid 
of a place" Wherein justice is judicially 
administered." In the distribution of 
appointments the Chandlers were not 
overlooked. Thomas Chandler. sen., re
ceived the appointment of chief judge of 
the court of common pleas, surrogate and 
justice of the peace; John Chandler, 
clerk of the COlut, and justice of the 

court presided over by Judge Chandler, 
insulted him in open court, and finally 
compelled him, through fear, to leave the 
court house. A full account of their 
troubles will be given hereafter, together 
with a description of the jail and court 
house, which were erected at Chester. 

Prior to 1775, little is known of the 
records of courts of Cumberland county, 
which undoubtedly have been destroyed . 
That such records ex isted there is no 
doubt. There is a deed still extant from 
Thos. Chandler to Ebenezer Holton, on 
which is the following official endorse
ment and certificate: 

"Received for Rpcord, January ye 8th, 
1770, and recorded in the Records of 
Deeds for the County of Cumberland. 
Lib. A, Folio, 79, and examined. 
Chandler, Clerk. " 

John 

CHAPTER 11. 
1770. The establishment of the court 

at Chester and the men appointed to 
office Llidnot give universal satisfaction 
to the citizens of Cumberland county. 
Cha.rges of corruption and bribery were 
brought, and resistance to the precepts 

http:abori.ng
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made on these grounds. The more par
ticular charges were, that the establish
ment of the county was a sham and not 
a reality; that the patent or ordinance 
erecting the county was a libel, as it 
suggested that its being erected into a 
county was petitioned for, which was 
false; that there was no justice to be ob
tained by reason of the corruption of the 
judges who were ruled entirely by John 
Grout, an attorney then resident at 
Chester. 

Col. Nathan Stone, of ·Windsor, acted 
a prominent part in this resistance and 
headed a mob who rescued from the 
custody of the high sheriff, one Joseph 
Wait, the particulars of which rescue 
are given hereafter. Some of the citizens 
of the county, and especially those of 
Windsor and vicinity had deliberately 
determined "that no writs or precepts 
that issued out of the inferior court or 
courts of the general sessions of the 
peace, for the said county, should be 
served." Perhaps, however, hostility to 
the government of New York , thus at
tempted to be extended over the territory 
immediately west of the Connecticut, 
may have been the real motive to resist
ance. John Grout, an attorney at law, 
settled in Chester a short time previous 
to Febnlary, 1770. He formed one of 
the posse of some 15 or 16 of the settlers 
summoned by Daniel '~hipple, then 
high sherriff of Cumberland county, to 
assist in re-arresting one Joseph Wait 
and others, who had been l'escued from 
the custody of the sheriff "by a number 
of armed men." "Vait decluled t,o be 
arrested, and berng surrounded and aid
ed by his friends who "were a.nned with 
guns, swords, pistols and clubs, " r esisted 
the sheriff. The Rheriff made proclama
tion, but it was disregarded. "Vait's 
party charged upon the sheriff Rnd his 
posse. Wait, 11imself, aimed two blows 
at Grout with a club which, to use his 
own language, he avoided "by suddenly 
retreating," but the sheriff and his posse 
were made prisoners and kept seven 
hours as prisoners at Windsor and then 
permitted to depart. This was certainly 
a high handed outrage upon the civil 
authority of the county. Tuesday, June 
5, 1770, was the day appointed by law 
for holding the regular term of the "In
ferior court of common pleas and 
the court of the general sessions 
of the peace" for the county of 
Cumberland, at Chester. On the 
Sunday preceding the term, a letter 
written at Windsor was shown to Judge 
Wells of Brattleboro which gave him 
reason to "suspect" that an attempt 
would be made to prevent the sitting of 
the court. Judge Wells immediately 
started for Chester and 011 his Toute call
ed upon Judge Lord, and together they 

proceeded. Arriving at Chester on Mon
day evening, the contents of the letter 
was communicated to Chief Judge 
Chandler and some justices of the peace, 
the letter was, however, couched in such 
ambiguous and doubtful terms that the 
extempore council wel'e unable to deter
mine upon any definite measures nlces
sary to be pursued, and seperated to 
await the events and developm ents of 
the succeeding day. Tuesday morning 
came and with it Nathan Stone, Joseph 
Wait and about 30 confederates, includ
ing many who had lately successfully 
resisted the sheriff and his posse. Flush
ed wiih their late success, these rioters 
appea.red at the court house in a noisy 
and tumultuous manner. Stone being 
armed with a sword, Wait with a dagger 
and hanger, and the remainder of the 
motley crew "with large staves and 
clubs." Judge Chandler mildly demalld
ed of Stone, who appeared to be thelea cl
er, for what reason they had assembled 
at the court house thus armed, and dE'sir
ed him not to carry his sword into court. 
The reply of Stone was so low, contE'l11pt
uously and sullenly so, that it wa~ not 
heard by the judge. The rioters remain
ed outside and matured their pla.ns, 
while the judges and officers of the 
court entered the court house, and the 
judges soon after took their seats upon 
the bench. The court was opened in the 
usuallllanner by reading the letters pat
ent or ordinance establishing the county, 
and the commissions of the pleas. In 
regular order, the rioters then entered 
the court house, bearing their weapons 
and with theil' hats on, fonned in a reg
ular body, facing the court. Col. Stone, 
with drawn sword, and Joseph Wait, 
with drawn dagger and hanger, advanced 
to the table in front of the judges' seat. 
Such a display was well calculated to 
terrify these functionaries, as the sheriff 
was powerless before such a resolute and 
war-like company. Colonel Stone, ad
dressing the judges, demanded "in be
half of the public," what business they 
had to sit there as a court, and this de
mand was clamorously seconded by his 
followers. They were mildly informed 
by one of the judges that their authority 
had been read at the opening of the 
court, and all who wanted satisfaction 
should have attended to the r eading of 
them. 

"By many arguments" Col. Stone de
nied the authority of the government of 
New York to erect the county, and es
tablish the court,-an objection the 
judges did not attempt to answer or re
fute, deeming it prudent to bear in si
lence with the insolent bearing of the 
martial array before them; but the riot
ers were informed that the business of 
the term would be proceeded with. 



- -, iug at Chester on Mon
e c ntents of the letter 

~=:t::.:n~~tell to Chief Judge 
e j ust.ices of the peace, 

" e,er, couched in such 
. ubtful terms that the 
il were unable to deter
efinite measures IH:ces
~ued, and seperated to 

': ., an d developments of 
"' . a~ . Tuesday morning 

•. 	~ - athan Stone, Joseph 
., . confederates, includ

Lau lately successfully 
ill an d hjs posse. Flush
'e - UCCess, these rioters 

house in a noisy 
r--.~""""- ' manner. Stone being

N , \,"ait with a dago·er 
~he remainder of the

-"'I h large staves and 
Chandler mildly demand

appeared to be theleac1
r - In they had assembled 

'-e thus armed, and desir
rry his sword into court. 
.. as so low, contempt

Iy 	so, tllat it wa.o not 
The rioters remain

m atured their plans, 
aud officers of the 

• . " Court bouse, and the 
-. r took their seats upon 
" . 'ourt was opened in the 
_ reading the letters pat

",'""'-'-=·.e rablishiug the county, 
":"-'.....="OJI.S of the pleas. In 

he noters then entered 
:. bea ring their weapons 

• OD, fOl·med in a reg
;; 1(' court. Col. Stone 

- rd . and Joseph Wait' 
_ -rand hanger, advanced 

r of the judges' seat. 
well calculated to 

naries, as the sheriff 
r uch a resolute and 

• . olonel Stone, ad
.'" .~ - demanded "in be· 

- what business they 
- a C'Ourt, and this de

........~~!rolD ,J: " cODded bv his 
.1:"1<' mildly infOl'med 

....c .J"......<.- heir authority 
-	 ~._ ni ng of the 

sat;j~faction 
• e reading of 

iD-:...,..,.,.__".r . .. Col. Stone de
gO'ernment of 

e c unty, and es
- an objection the 

t to answer 01' re
de t to bear in si
en t bearing of the 
them; but the riot

that the business of 
proceeded with. 

Failing thus to drive the judges from 
their seats, without a resort to physical 
force, and being unwilling to attempt 
that at this stage of proceedings they 
tried another expedient. Joseph \Vait 
and some others had been indicted for a 
riot-the attempt to arrest him has be
fore been detailed-and in this manner 
" surrendered" themsel ves in open court 
and demanded an immediate trial. The 
martial display before them convillced 
the judges that a trial would be but a 
mockery of the name of justice, as a 
jury would not, as they apprehended 
dace to convict the rioters for fear of the 
consequences at the hands of their 
friends; neither did they dare to refuse 
it trial and order them to enter recog
llizancl~s for their appearance for trial at 
another term; therefore they were in
formed they might depart without en· 
tering into any recognizance whatever. 

Thus far the court had been complete· 
ly cowed. The unwhipped rogues next 
demanded that John Grout should be 
dis<l.bled from practising before that 
court, "representing himas a bad man." 
The comt were not disposed to yield to 
this demand and expressed a contrary 
opinion of the character of Grout. How
ever, they were informed that the grand 
jury was the proppr tribunal before 
whom to make their charges and the 
clerk of the court would assist in elI·aw
ing any necessary bill; that Mr. Grout 
had a right to a trial, when accused of 
any offense; and that the court had no 
lawful authority to forejudge 1\1r. Grout 
upon a mere suggestion that he was a 
bad man, unsupported by evidence, nor 
even the particulars of the bad conduct 
pointed out. In this certainly the judges 
were correct. Stone and Wait declared 
they were "not about aC0using him in 
such a way as to give him a trial, neiLher 
were they obliged to do it " adding noth
ing would satisfy the people and himself 
but Grout's being immediately expelled 
from the court in such a wanner as 
never to have the privilege of practising 
as an attorney. If it is not done (ad
d,essing' Judge Chandler) "we shall do 
something which I shall be sorry to be 
obliged to do which will make your 
Honor repent not complying with our 
request." The court had the firmness 
and daring to promptly refuse to comply 
with their demands. In a riotous and 
tumultuous manner, upon the announce
ment of the resolution of the court, the 
crowd closed upon the court with their 
clubs with the evident intention of car
rying their point by force. The greatest 
excitement was manifest and the " noi~e 
and confusion" rendered the tr:msaction 
of any business impossible, and placed 
the lives of the court in peril. At this 
juncture, to prevent any act of violence 
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in open court, the court was immediately 
adjourned to the f~llowing day, and the 
Judges escaped wlthout suffering any 
personal violence. 

The rioters then proceeded to the house 
of. the clerk, John Chandler, Esq., and 
seized the attorney whom they had in 
vain attempted to have diRbarred by the 
court. 

Grout was seized by John Thurston 
and David Getchel, and started on the 
road to qharle.stown, N. H. A large mob, 
armed wlt.h .stlcks, and numbering thirty 
or more, Jomed the two fonner, and as 
they surrounded and urged forward the 
frigh tened attorney, took particular 
pleasure in pulling, shaking, twitching 
and otherwise tormenting him. 

His position was not very desirable, 
and the sensel~ss mob, it is not to be pre· 
sumed, tempered their severity ,vith 
much moderation. Grout, not being ac
customed to such laborious and hurried 
business, was exhausted and fatigued by 
his twelve-mile excursion. Then his 
treatment at their hands was uncivil and 
cruel, for many were .the shakes and 
twitcbes he was obliged , nolens volens, 
to endure. He was detained a prisoner 
hy the rioters at Charlestown about 13 
hours, when they conducted him to 
Windsor. His arrival there was not cal
culated to arouse in his mind very pleas
ant reminiscences. But a short time 
since had he escaped the club by a dex
tel'ious movement and been detained a 
prisoner. Still earlier had the town au
thority taken measures to warn him out 
of town for fear of his becoming a pau
per. His unwilling pilgrimage at this 
time was not calculated to heighten the 
pleasures of memory. Fear, forced 
marches, and the rough usage he had 
suffered, had, in his own words made 
him feel "himself much indisposed ." 
Grout's guardjans and captors kept him 
under strict surveillance and allowed no 
communications to be sent or read, the 
contents of which they did not know.
He complained he was not allowed to 
write his wife to quiet her mind as to the 
dreadful apprehensions which she must 
have entertained as to what had befallen 
him. 

On Sunday the 10th of June, he effect
ed his escape. 

The rioterti at Charlestown exulted over 
their success and said" we have now 
broken up the court,"' if we thought we 
had note:fl'ected it we would go back and 
bring away one of the judges." 

The foregoing account is taken from 
the affidavit of John Grout, sworn to be
forp Daniel Horsmander at the city of 
New York, Aug. 7. 1770. 

Grout proceeded to New York and 
swore out process against the rioters in
cluding the Stones, David Getchel, 12 in 
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all. vVe have no knowledge that these 
were ever served and probably the mat
tes stopped there, and Mr. Grout re
turned to Chester and engaged in the 
legitimate practice of his profession. 

A petition headed by Tl1os. Chandler, 
and signed by 467 others, including 
numerous citizens of Chester "in behalf 
of themselves and other inhabitants of 
the counties of Cumberlalld and Glou· 
cester," dated Nov. 1, 1770, was ad
dressed to the king's most excellent 
majesty. The grievances under which 
they lived were briefly recited. The late 
attempt to obstruc t the court at Chester 
was alluded to, and the facilities of es
cape afforded criminals by the unfriend
ly conduct of New Hampshire -and 
praying for some measures by which the 
title to their lands might be placed be
yonJ dispute, and they enjoy the bene
fits of a settled and efficient O'overnment. 
The late riotous pl'oceedingshad aroused 
the whole commnnity , and they felt that 
no longer could snch things be endured. 
The courts of Chester were not again 
molested . 

CHAPTER Ill. 
J IL AND COURT HOUSE AT CHESTER.

A 
ATTEMPTS TO REMOVE THE 


COUNTY SEAT. 


One strong reason for the selection of 
Chester as the county seat-and a reason 
that had silenced the opposition of many 
-was the assurance of Judge Chandler 
that he wonld "At his own expense, 
build a good and sufficient court house or 
jail," at that place. Judge Chandler was 
a large land owner in Chester, and the 

part, and on the other pole at some inches 
distant, (was ) pegged up with wood 
pegs, which pole was fixed about parallel 
with the joist, and prevented the pali
:sades from falling outwards from the 
jail apartment, and as many of the pali
sades were not fastened at the top 01' 
bottom, nor the chamber floor nailed, it 
was always in the power of any man who 
might be put into the jail apartment to 
push away the loose upper floor boards, 
and move away the palisades, and be at 
liberty. " 

In this apology for a jail, however, one 
prisoner had been eonfined. In the year 
1770, an order was issued for the impris
onment of Atherton Chaffee, and Chaffee 
was confined in this jail for four months, 
under the direction of Daniel Whip)?le, 
then ~heriff of Cumberland county. Ihe 
disposition of the prisoner had more to 
do with the imrrisonment than the 
strength of the jai , for it is related that 
Chaffee remarked to John Grout, Esq., 
"That he knew it was ont of Whipple's 
power to confine him against his will, 
but that '''hippie had always used him 
with great tenderness, and that he should 
not be hnrt ; for, says Chaffee, I will 
tarry in the jail be it Dever so slender, 

I rather than 'Whipple shonld be burt." 
In the summer of the same year, the 

inhabitants of Chester commenced the 
erection of another jail. A subscription 
was raised to aid the enterprise, of which 
the follo\ving is a copy from the orig
inal: 

"June 16th, 1770.-To encourage the 
finishing of the Goal now began in Ches
tel', we the subscribers, will pay to such 
person or persons as Thomas Chandler, 
Thomas Chandler, Jr., Esqs., and lVII', 

pecnniary benefits which he expected tO l John Grout, shall employ to labour or 
derive from the increase in value of his 
real estate, induced this offer. Prior to 
the snmmer of 1770, the place nsed as a 
jail in Chester is thus described: It 
"Was a place made in the corner of a 
dwelling-honse or hut, the walls of which 
house were made of small hackmatack 
poles, locked together at tJle corners by 
cutting notches into the poles, and lay
ing them notch into notch, so as to bring 
the poles as near together at; convenient
ly might be. The Cl'acks or vacancies 
between pole and pole, were filled with 
tow, moss or clay. The chamber floor 
(was) laid with loose single boal·d~. Snch 
was the house, a corner of which then 
had the name of a jail, which corner 

provide materials, the sums against onr 
names written, witness onr hands. 

JoseVh 'Wood, one bushel of COl'll . 
Willard Dean , two bushels of wheat 

delivered at Rockingham at the las t day 
of Augnst." 

Judge Chandler asserted in 1771, that 
not one farthing of this subscription had 
ever been paid. 'fhis second jail was 
built of hemlock logs 20 inches in 
diameter. But nails were necessary for 
the completion of the roof. As before 
stated the inhabitants of Chester in town 
meeting a8sembled, hadresolv~d to abide 
by the non-importation agreement, rec
ommEmded by the Provincial Congress 
at its session at Philadelphia, and this 

ma,y be jnstly described as follo\veth, viz: . agreement was very generally adhered to 
small palisades or poles of the diameter J throughout the colonies. Nails were not 
of abont six inches each, (were) set up, mannfactnred in the colonies, and their 
one end of them on the lo\ver floor, and agreement pre\'ented the importation of 
the other end reaching one of the joists any. Accordingl)7 the new jail was left 
on which res.ted the upper floor. These Iunfinished. In the meantime tile old jail 
poles resting against the joist, hindered had been accepted by the court and 
them from falling inward to the jail sheriff" As a snfficient " building and 
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had < < Held prisoners for more than four near the county buildings rather than 
months at a time who never left jail until travel a mile for good accommodations. 
delivered by due eourse of law." Atleast In regard to the roads to Chester, he 
such was the claim of Judge Chandler. asserted that a route, within a year, had 
After the failure to obtain nails for the been traveled from Chester to Albany, 
completion of the new jail, Judge Chand- and this was the only one either n<;>rth 
leI' caused the old jail to be repaired. On or south of Ch~ster, for o~er 100 miles, 
the sides it was strengthened, and at With the exceptIOn of one m Massachu
right angles with the logs which formed se~ts which crossed. the Hoosic moull
the main body of the house, other logs tams. Persons comlllg from Albany to 
were placed and pinned. Tradition 10 at~end court would be compelled if the 
cates this jail as well as the court house shue town was changed, to first comE' 
which was subsequently erected, near to C, and then follow the road leadmg 
the present residence of Mr. Albert Bald- from there to the newly selected place. 
win. Witb the route over the Hoosic moun-

At this time no court house had been tains, Judge C. seems not to have been 
erected at Chester, and at whose house pleased, and gave it a shape like this , 
the courts were ho\c1en is not kno'~n' I " It is difficult ,~nd dangerous both for 
Early in the year 1771 many of the Ill- man and hO~'se, an.d then gave a passll1g 
habitants of Cumberland county, and es- remark to hiS assoCiate on the bench-
pecially those residing in .the to.wns bor- Judge Wells of Brattleboro, who was a 
dering upon the ConnectlOut nver, en- corpulant man, and who favored the re
deavored to effect the removal of the moval of the shire town from Chester, 
county seat from Chester. A petition O<!,- corpulent person can ~ardl'y get up 
for that purpose was presented to Gov- ''':Ith the hold o~ hiS horse s tall to draw 
ernor Dunmore, March 11, 1771 , and h~m up by, and If the horse should lllltiS 
among other arguments used was the IllS step, as many horses.have often clone, 
fact that no county buildings had been he would fall, roll or slip many rod~ be-
erected at Chester, as Chandler had fore he would recover. " .. 
promised, and that there was not" Any For some reason the heanng IL1 JlIay 
real probability that any would be ?Ullt," was ?uffered to pass unattended to , and 
and besides this it was extremely mcon- nothlllg mOTe appea.l'S upon the records 
venient for people residing in the river o~ the ew York Legislatll:re, until Ja.n. 
towns to attend court at Chester, for the 10, 1 12. In the meantime, offers of 
roads leading thither were bad, the in- m~ne.y toward the erection of the county 
habitants residing there few in number ~J\nldlllgs were l1lad~ by several towllS, 
and the accommodations POOl'. Byorder III case such town might be declared the 
of the governor and council a copy of COlll!-ty se?-t. Rockingham offered £70. 
this petition was served upon Thomas DUl'l~g thiS summer Judge Chandler w~ 
Chandler and the hearing of the matter n ot Idle, but seelllg the necessi ty of 
fixed for ' the first Tuesday of May, fol- making further efforts in order to retain 
lowing. Service was made on Chandler the county:seat at Chester, proceeded a t 
April 7, and on the 10th his reply was his own expense to erect a c?urt house. 
transmitted to New York, addressed to It was «thirty feet long, ~,lXteen feet 
Gov. Dunmore. His ),(:lply gave an ex- wide and eleven feet post, but With 
plicit denial to the charge that no county what ma~erial it was covere~, and t~e 
buildings had been erected, and then pro- manner III which he obtalllE!d nails 
ceeded to describe a jail that had been therefor, does not appear. Besldes the 
constructed, and one that had been com- court room, there was?- "sufficient lob
menced. The jails above described are by , or. r<?o~ fit ~or a. Jl~ry, With a fire 
those referred to. He proceeded to com- place III It. ThiS bmldlllg was leased to 
pare the roads leading into Chester with the County for 10 years :l:nd for. as much 
those leadino- into BrattlebOl·o. and longer as the County might Wish to oc
clai'med the funnel' as «vastly better," cupy it . In this court house it is prob
and thus endeavored to show the supe- able that but two terms of the" Court of 
riority of Chester over Brattleboro. As Common Pleas and General Session? of 
to the accommodations for people at- the Peace for the County of Cumber
tending court, he asserted they were as land," were held, that of the fir!'t 'l'ues~ ay 
good as those afforded by any town 111 of November, 1771 , and the bnef sessIOn 
the county, that the provisions furnished of the J.irst Tuesday of ~une, 1772, when 
were as good as elsewhere, and as many accordmg to the prOVISIOns the act of 
spare beds in his opinion could be ob- the .Provincial Council of Mar. 24, 1772, 
tained there, as at any other place 111 the the Judges lllet and opened the court .Ill 
county. It appears that there were but due form, and a·d.Jou~·ned the same w.lth 
fom or five families residing Hear the «all presentments , mdlCtments, SUitS, 
county buildings, but others resided caus~s, plaints, writs,. processes ::n.d pro
within one mile of them. Yet, Judge C. ceedlllgs, whether cl'lmlDal or CIVil, and 
represented that many preferred to camp all parties charged, prosecuting or defend
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ing therein," to the term then next en
suing to be holden at ~restminster. 

Jan. 12, 1772, the condition of Cumber
land County was again under considera
tion in the Provincial CounciL The 
House went into committee of the whole 
alld spent considerable time in discussing 
the subject, when the speaker resumed 
the chair, and the chairman of the com
mittee reported that legislation in rela
tion to Cumberland County was neces
sary, and proposed, among others, that 
a bill be brought in to enable the free
holders and inhabitants of that County 
to provide suitable county buildings, and 
elect the necessary Coun ty officers. Ac· 
cordingly on the 16th, a bill was present
ed and passed to a second reading, which 
named Chetiter as the Couuty seat. This 
was probably effected by the influence 
and arguments of Judge Chandler. The 
bill on the 29th was r ead a second time 
and referred to a committee of the whole 
House. Judge Chandler was in New 
York City at this time, and on the 25th 
addressed a petition to Gov, Wm. Tyron, 
who had succeeded Dunmore as the chief 
executive of the Pro\7ince, and reiterated 
the same arguments and statements 
which he had addressed to Duumore in 
his first petition or replication. The 
petition is dated at Ft. George in the 
City of New York, and in this he did not 
neglect to describe the conrt house which 
during the preceding Summer be had 
built at Chester, and leased to the 
County, The ad vantages possessed by 
Chester in respect to location and acces
sibility were enlarged upon, and also 
the effect upon the settlement of that 
part of the County remote from the 
river, which the continuance of the 
shire at Chester would naturally have. 
And finally undertook, in case the tax 
which he asked for completing the court 
house and jail was not granted, that he 
would at his own expense complete those 
buildings , rather than the same should 
be removed "to the damage of the pub
lic." Chandler seems to have employed 
all his arts and arguments to influence 
the mind of Gov. Tyron , and his conduct 
at this and other times indicates a man 
of considerable tac t and shrewdness. 
and one well calculated for occupying 
the leading' position which he held for 
many years among the early settlers of 
Eastern Vermont. 

When the news of the riot at Putney, 
which occurred Jan. 27, reached him, 
accompanied with the reported till'eat 
of the rioters to "go to Chester pull 
down ye jail" and release the prisoners , 
he seized upon thi s circumstance as af
fording an argument in favor of the ob
.iect of his journey to and sojourn at 
New York. After giving the Governor 
a history of the disturbance he adds: 

"If the jail had been in anyone of 
the river towns as prayed for by some, 
the jail had, by said mad rioters, been 
pulled down. Your Excellency will 
therefore see that it will on this account 
be best to continue the jail and courts in 
ye centre of the county, if 110 other 
reasons were given but to prevellt such 
sudden mischiefs being perpetra ted as 
may be done in a sudden heat of pas
sion." 

But the opposite party had by no 
means been regardless of their interests 
during Lhis time. On the 22d, a petition 
signed by theinhabitant&of Cumberland 
County, had been presented and was 
r ead before the House, in which the 
arguments of Chandler were a ttempted 
to be refuted. This 'was referred to the 
committee of the whole House. And 
not satisfied to let the matter rest thus , 
Samuel Wells and four others addressed 
Gov. Tyron in behalf of themselves and 
of those who were opposed to the location 
of the shire town at Chester. Their 
fonner assertions were repeated. They 
represented the court house and jail 
erected by Chandler as unworthy the 
name ; that the road to Chester was on Iy 
partly opened, little traveled , poorly 
constructed and in some places, almost 
impassible, and th e houses in town as 
mean, slight and uncomfortable, and 
urged the selection of Westminster as 
the future County seat. This address or 
statement was read in the House, Jan. 
27, and referred to the same committee 
as the others. 

The bill with some al teration3 and 
alllendments was passed March 24th . 
After the first Tuesday in June the next 
following' instead of two , four terms of 
court were to be holden each year, but 
each session should not continue longer 
than four days. The matter of the loca
tion of the shire town was r eferred by 
the bill to a meeting of the supervisors 
chosen by each town, who were required 
to assemble at the court house in Chester 
on the last Tuesday in May the next en
suing, and by a plurality of votes ascer
tain the place where the court house and 
j ail were to be erected. The 19th of May 
was the day appointed for the election of 
the supervisors. On the 26th of May 
this representative body assem bled as 
provided in the bill. The names of its 
members, and of its presiding officers, 
are unknown. This meeting W "l5 one of 
great interes t to the people'of Chester , 
as the continuance of the sessions of the 
courts a t that place would greatly 
promote the settlement of the town, and 
add to its charactel' and buciness. 'What
ever might have been Chandler's influ· 
ence alllong the members of the Provin
cial Legislature, he seems to ha ve met 
with defeat among the representatives of 
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the people of his own county. West-
minster was selected as the shire town, 
and a spot therein designated for the 
location of the court house and jail, and 
the meeting adjourned. 

In an old volume of records now in the 
office of the clerk of Windham County 
Court, I have found the following rec
ords relating to the transfer of the court 
from Chester to Westminster itnd the 
business of the court after its removal to 
the latter place: 

At a Court of Common Pleas and a 
Court,of Geneml Sessions of the peace for 
the County of Cumberland at tl1e Court 
House in Chester in the same County on 
TueEday, the second day of June, 1772, 
in the Twelfth Year of the Reio·n of our 
Sovereign Lord, George the Tlll~·d by the 
Grace of God of Great Britain France 
and Ireland, lbng Defender of t!1e Faith 
and so forth. 

Present: 

Thomas Chandler, Esquire, I J dges
Noah Sabin, Esquire, ) u . 
vVm. Willard, Benj. Butterfield, Esqrs., 

Assistan t Justices. 

COURT OPENED. 

Court adjourned to the Meeting House 
in the Township of We8tminster until 
the second Tuesday in June, instant, 
with all presentments, indictments, 
suits, complaints, writs, processes and 
proceedings, whether criminal or civil 
and all privities, charges, prosecuting or 
defending thereon pursuant to the direc
tions of an Act of the Legislature of the 
province of New York in tlmt code made 
and provided. 

Court assembled in vVestminster at the 
meeting house, June 9, 1772. 
Commissions of 

Thomas Chandler, Joseph Lord, Sam
uel vVells and Noah Sabin. Esqllires
jointly and severally to be judges of the 
Inferior Court of Common Pleas for the 
County of Cumberlan'l, and James Rog
ers, Nathan Stone. William 'Villard, 
Stephen Greenleaf, Thos. Chandler. 
Junr., and Benj. Butterfield , Esqs.,-to 
be the assistant Justices of the said In
ferior Court of Common Pleas, was pub
lished. 

\Vas read. 
Bearing date April 14, 1772. 
Crean Brush, clerk, bearing date Feb. 

15, 1772. 
Daniel Whipp!e, Sheriff. 
Grand Jurors Impanneled and sworn. 
Licenses were granted to sn~ldry per

sons as taTern keepers and retmlers. 
June 10, 1772, 

John Grout was admitted to practice 
as an atty. in this Court. 
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Upon motion made this day by Crean 
Brush, Esq., representing that no en
try whatsoever appears to have been 
made of any rules, orders, or proceed
ings in any action whatsoever which 
hath been commenced or proceeded upon 
in the said courts since the establish
ment of the said court until this term 
and praying the order and direction of 
the court herein. It is ordered that all 
actions which have been commenced 

, and proceeded upon and with which 
were returnable at or before the Term of 
Noyember last do cease and that t~e 
actlOns be commenced de novo unless Il1 

such cases only where the defendants 
have el~tered a plea .and when the cause 
respectIvely are at Issue. ProvIded the 
parti.es prosecuting and dEfending ~o 
prevlOusly agree to release all errors 111 

such action~ fl:nd. enter into a proper
I agreement slgmfy1l1g the same. 

The first trial by jury was 
John Church v. Samuel Taylor. 
--an action on the case-
John Grout for Plff. 
Strong by count of the court for Dft. 
Verdict for Dft. 
Tuesday, Sept. 8, 1772. 
Samuel Knight of Brattleboro, admit

ted and sworn as an atty. of tlle court. 
Solomon Phelps, do 

Sept. 17, 1773, 

at \Vestminster. 


James Jackson } 
v. On trial in ejectment. 

Benjamin \Vait, 
Brush for PIf. 

Mr. Grout for Dft. 
confesses lease, 
entry and ouster. 

The jury without going from the Bal', 
find for the PIf. his costs of suit ·x· ;x· ·x· 
with all that Lot or Parcel of Land situ
ate in \\'indsor-one House Lot in the 
1st Division of bouse lots containing 50 
acres and in No. 42--Also, olle meadow 
lot contiguous and adjoining to the said 
home lot, containing 7 acres and a half 
known as lot No. 15 or the s:\,me lotts 
have lately been in the tenancy and oc
cupancy of Zepheniah Spicer. 

The records end abruptly. 

Dec. 14, 1773. 


CHAPTER IV. 

I In 1773 the court house was ('ompleted 
at Westminster. It was situatE'd on an 
elevation at the nortI1ern extremity of the 
southern plain, called court house bilL

IIn shape it was nearly square, the sides 
being about 40 feet. It was built of hewn 
logs and clap-boarded. On the lower floor 

http:parti.es
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in the southeast cornel' was a kitchen 
occupied by the jailor, and in the south
west corner a bar room. Each of these 
rooms was furnished with a large fire
place. The jail was on the north side, on 
the first floor, having two apartments. 
A flight of sta irs near the east entrance 
led to the court room in the second story. 
The sessions of the courts at vVestmins
tel' from the time of the massacre in 
Apnl, 1775, were interrupted until 1779, 
and t.he civil government in the mean
time was in tile hands of a committee of 
safety . The courts were then held in 
Westminster until 1781, when Cumber
land county was abolished. 

Cumberland county contained on the 
16th of January, 1771, 4,009 white inhab
itants and ]f) blacks. There were 747 
heads of families. 

The people of the county were desirous 
of representation in the Provincial Leg
islature of New York, and to the number 
of 152 signed a petition dated 7 Decem
ber, 1772, addressed to Governor Tyron , 
praying for th is privilege, and on the 23d 
of the sallle month the council ordered a 
writ to issue for the election of two rep
re~entatives in that county. This was 
brought about largely through the influ
ence of Judge Chandler. 

Samuel \Vells of Brattleboro and Creon 
Brush of 'Westminster, were elected the 
first representatives, and in the following 
February took their seats in the Legisla
ture then in session in New York city. 
Brush was a native of Dublin, Ireland, 
and removed to Cumberland county in 
1771, and settled in Westminster. H e 
was a large owner of and speculator in 
lands. H e was a tory, a,nd his property 
was confiscated. He was an influential 
debater in the Legislature. 

Samuel Wells, the other representa
tive, was a farmer and a man of wealth. 
He was a tory during the revolution, and 
at its close removed to Canada and set
tled upon a 1,200 acre tract of land that 
had been granted him by the king for 
losses which he had suffered by his loy
alty. 

Isaac Law, a citizen of New York, took 
an active part in the affairs preceding 
the revolution. An effort was made in 
the city of New York to learn the senti
ments of the people in r eference to the 
mother country. Mr. Law as chairman 
of the committee, wrote to the supervis
ors of Cumberland county, May 21,1774, 
for information. The matter was per
mitted to slumber until the ensuing fall , 
when the different towns in the county 
were invited to send delegates to a con
vention to be holden on the 19th of Octo
ber at Westminster. 

The different towns in the county very 
generally responded to the call by send
ing delegates to the convention, which 

assembled at W estminster in the court 
house, on the 19th of October, 1774, and 
continued in Session during the follow
ing day; 18 delegates were present. Col. 
John Hazeltine of Townshend was chair
man. 

The letter of IsaaC' Low, the act of the 
British Parliament ill laying a duty or 
tax on tea., for the purpose of raising a 
revenue in America, tile Boston Port 
bill, and several arbitrary declarations of 
the British government were read to the 
convention , and a committee to report 
resolutions expressing the Sf'nse of the 
convention on these then all absorbing 
topics, was chosen. John Grout of Ches
ter, Joshua \~'ells of vVestminster, Paul 
Spooner of Hartford, Edward Harris of 
Halifax, and Major William vViIliams of 
Marlborough, constituted the committee. 

The repOrl of the committee was pre
sented on the 20th, and with the resolu
tions reported was unanimously adopted. 
I quote from the resolutions: 

" Resolved: That as true and loyal 
subjects of our gracious sovereign, King 
George the third, of Great Britain, etc., 
we will spend our lives and fortunes in 
his service, that as we will defend our 
king while he reigns over us his subjects , 
and wish his reign may be long and glo
r iou5, so we will defend our just rights, 
as British subjects, while breath is in our 
nostrils, and blood in our veins; that 
considering the late Acts of the British 
Parliament, for blocking up the port of 
Boston, etc., which we view as arbitrary 
and unjust, inasmuch as the P arliament 
have sentenced them unheard, and dis
pensed with all the modes of law alJCl jus
t ice which we think necessary to distin
guish between lawfully obtaining right 
for property injured, and arbitrarily en
forcing to comply with their will, be it 
r ight or wrong, we resolve to assist the 
people of Boston in defense of their lib
erties t o the utmost of our abilities." 

In the next resolution they announced 
in th e most explicit terms the rules by 
which their own conduct should be gov
erned in circumstances in which they 
might be nearly concerned: 

" Sensible," said th ey, "That the 
strength of our opposition to the late acts 
consist in uniform, manly, steady, and 
determined mode of procedure, we will 
bear testimony against, and discourage 
all riotous, tumultuous and unnecessary 
mobs which tend to injure the persons or 
properties of harmless individuals, but 
endeavor to treat those persons whose 
abominablP principles and actions show 
them to be enemies to American liberl,- , 
as loathsome animals not fit to be touclH;;d 
or to have a.ny society or connection 
with." 

A committee of correspondence was 
chosen to communicate with other com
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mittees of corrrespondence. The chair- I pension of British authority in nearly all 
man was directed to forward the resolu- I the American Colonies except New York. 
tions of the convention to Isaac: Low, and which i'efused to assent to the meaSUl'eH 
the convention adjourlled. recommended by that body, and the 

On the 13th of November, 1774, another I courts of justice were either shut up, or 
county convention was called to assem
ble at Westminster, November 30th. This 
convention duly assembled and "All the 
resolves of the Continental Congress 
which had been passed a few weeks pre
vious were adopted, and a promise was 
made by which the delegates bound 
themselves as representatives of their 
con~tituents, religiously to adhere to the 
non-importation, non-consumption and 
nOll-exportation association. 

A third convention was holden at 
'Westminster, February 7, 1775, twelve 
towns were represented . Colonel Hazel-
tine was chosen chairman, and Dr. Paul 
Spooner, clerk. Its session continued 
through three days. A standing commit-
tf'e of correspondence was selected to 
keep the inhabitants of the county in
formed as to the doings of the friends of 
independence in the different Colonies, 
Its members were Joshua Webb, Nathan
iel Robertson, and Abijah Lovejoy of 
VVestminster, Captain Minard of Putney, 
Solomon Harvey of Fulham, (now Dum
merston.) Nathaniel French of Brattle
boro, William Bullock and Hezekiah 
Stowell of Guilford, Lieutenant Patter
son of-Hinsdale, Edward Harris of Hali
fax , Charles Phelps and Captain \Vhit
more of Marlboro, Eljah Olvord of Dra

adjourned without transacting any busi
ness, The first interruption of the courts 
of New York occurred at vVestminster in 
Cumberland County, Mar. 14, 1775, and 
is known as the "vVestminster mas
saere." Though the province of New 
York had rejected these measures pro
posed by the Continental Congress, the 
peopll' of the County of Cumberland had 
heartily accepted them. 

The events at vVestminster on the 13th 
of March, aroused the people of the 
county, and caused a general disposition 
to resist the administration of the govern
m ent of New York, and at a meeting of 
committees appointed by a large body of 
inhabitants of Cumberland County, 
holden at vVestminster, April 11, 1775, 
resolutions were adopted, declaring it to 
be the "duty of the inhabitants to wholly 
renounce and I'esi~t the administration of 
the government of New York, till such 
times as the lives and property of these 
inhabitants may be secured by it, or till 
such tillle as they can have opportunity 
to lay their grievances before his most 
Gracious Majesty in Council, with an 
humble petition to be taken out of so op
pressive a jurisdiction, and either an
nexed to some other government, or 
erected ancl incorpol'atecl into a lie'1/) 

per, Samuel Robertson of Newfane, John lone." . 
Hazeltine and Samuel Fletcher of Town-
send, James Rogprs of Kent, now Lon
donderry, Moses Guild of Chester, Moses 
Wright and Jona BllI't of Rockingham, 
Simon Stevens of Springfield, Hilkiah 
Grout and Oliver Kidder of vVeathers
field, Benjamin Wait of Windsor, Paul 
Spooner of Hertford, now Hartland, Esq. 
Bnrch of Hartford, Jacob Haselton of 
vVoodstock, John W. Dana of Pomfret. 

Maj. Abijah Lovejoy was moderator, 
and Dr. Reuben Jonps, clerk of tbis COIl
ventiun, and Col. Haseltine, Chas. Phelps 
a nd Col. Ethan AllelJ were chosen a 
committee to prepal'e a remonstrance and 
petition to King George. 

These proceedings indicate loyalty to 
the British government, but hatred of 
New York, and had not the events of 
April 19, at Lexington, Mass., so soon 

Dr. Spooner, Joshua vVebb, Abijah followed, fully arousing and uniting the 
Lovejoy, Solomon Harvey, and Capt. 
Whitmore were chosen "to serve as 
monitor to the committee of correspond
ence, to transfer all letters, and all other 
matters that are of consequence or intel
ligence to the ch:;,.irman, Col. Hazelton." 
It was voted not to choose field officers, 
and the proposition to allow an appeal 
from a justice court was decided in the 
negative. Provisions were made for the 
calling together of the convention in 
case of necessity, and Chas. Phelps and 
Dr. Harvey were instructed to prepare 
for publication an aC'COllllt of the dOIngs 
of the convention, and the convention 
adjourned without day. 

The Continental Congress as~embled 
at Philadelphia, Sept, 5, 1774, to consult 
upon measures for the common safety. 
This meeting was followed by the sus-

Colonies, this controversy would have 
been settled perhaps by the king. No 
'humble petition' was presented by 
Ethan Allen or any other member of 
this committee to King George. as 
contemplated by the resolutions-but WE' 
soon find Ethan Allen at Ticonderoga 
demanding its surrender in the name of 
Almighty God and the Continental Con
gress. New York wheeled into line for 
the common defense and left for a time 
the Grants in open rebellion to her 
authority. 

A provincial convention was organized 
in New York, May 22d. but Cumberland 
County was not represented; however, 
on the 6th of June, a convention, or 
"County Congress" was holden at vVest
minster, and Col. John HazeltinE' of 
Townsend, Dr. Panl Spooner of Hart
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land, and Maj. Wm. Williams of West
minster were chosen delegates to repre
sent the county in the New York Provin
cial Congress, and on the 21st day of 
June, these gentlemen took their seats , 
-and this Congress adjoul'lled July 8th. 
CoL Hazeltine remained but three days 
in the convention-but the other delegates 
continued to the close of the session. 
These three gentlemen 'were re-elected 
as delegates at a convention holden at 
Westminster, July 26, but only vVm, 
'iViliiams took his seat in the convention 
having been empowered to act singly 
" in as ample and full a manner" as if all 
were present. 

At a Countv Convention holder. at the 
Court House in 'Westminster, Messrs. 
Spooner and Williams were again re
turned as delegates from Cumberland 
County and in February, 1776, Col. 
Joseph March of Hartford, and 'iVm. 
Williams were returned as delegates. 

The County Committee of Safetyas
sembled at Westminster Court House 
and continued in session from June 11 to 
21st, 1776. Twenty towns were repre
sented by 34 delegates. The affairs of 
the county were discussed, and civil and 
criminal justice admin istered. Joseph 
Marsh, John Sessions and Simon 
Stevens were chosen to represent the 
county in the New York Provincial Con
gress from the second Monday in July 
following. and the following instructions 
for the guidance of these delegates were 
prepared and adopted. The sentiments 
of these instructions are so highly 
patriotic, and embody so many principles 
that are now engrafted into our system 
of State laws. that it is deemed proper to 
insert here the following extracts: 

" First-we instruct you to use your 
influence to establish agovernment in 
this Colony agreeable to the maxim, viz: 
that all civil power (under God) is origin
ally in the people, and that you in no in
stance, in YOUT public capacity, will do 
anything to abridge the people of this 
fundamen tal right. ,x, .,. ~. ·x· 

"Second-that you use your best in
fluence in Congress to adopt such a code 
of laws, whereby the liberty, property 
and everything dear to the inhabitants 
of this colony alld America in general, 
shall be founded on a permanent basis, a 
few of which laws we humbly beg leave 
to suggest, might be made or enacted, 
viz: Jaws for establishing religion and 
literature. so that ministers of the Gospel 
may be supported and schools set up, 
which must have a tendency to promote 
virtue and good manners. 

"Third. we think it would much con
duce to the happiness of this county to 
have a court of jllstice, so soon as may 
be properly organized, to take cognizance 
of all criminal actions. At the same 

t ime we desire that men of character, 
integrity, knowledge and virtue, 'who 
belong to our own county, may sustain 
the offices in such an important depart
ment. The ancient trial by jmy, we 
have a great veneration for. In order 
that our future courts may be supplied 
with grand jurors, we humbly request 
that the Honorable Congress would 
adopt the followillg method for this 
county, viz.: That each town through 
the county, at their annual meetings 
shall elect their proportion of men, who 
bhall serve as grand j mol'S, the ensuing 
year, and that their names shall be prop
erly returned in the clerk's office in order 
that the jury, when so chosen, may in
form the advocates, who shall prosecute 
criminal actions of all misdemeanors in 
the county, passing within their knowl
edge. The petit jurors, in like manner, 
we would be glad, might be chosen an
nually, and that their names, being en
rolled, may be returned in the clerk's 
office. and where so returned, may be 
drawn by lot for the service of the ell
suing year; ii· * ~. ·Of that all deeds 
may be recorded by the town clerk in 
eacl: town. ~. ~. .):. 

"Lastly- .~ if ~. we desire that 
each town in this county may nominate 
their own justices, and that they may 
not be appointed without such nomina
tion. That justice, religion and virtue 
may prevail in this colony and that 
peace and tranquility may be restored 
through America is the sincere desire of 
the Committee of Safety for Cumberland 
county." 

The right of the "Grants" to secede 
from New York was among the subject;; 
of discussi()n ; some of the members fav
ored a union with Massachusetts. A let
ter was prepared, addressed to the mem
bers of the Provincial Congress, in which 
was expressly reserved the right of the 
people of Cumberland county. in the 
event that the Provincial Congress 
should fail in establishing a government 
independent of the Crown, to be govern
ed by the principles embraced in the ill
structions to their delegates, to disa,o'w 
"every clause, article and paragraph of 
such an institution," and the further 
right of pursuing "their former petition 
in behalf of the people, prepared some 
years ago, and referred to the great and 
General Assembly of the ancient, ever re
spectable and most patriotic governmel1 t 
of the Massachusetts Bay Province, tbat 
the whole district described in said peti
tion may be hereafter re-l1nitecl to that 
province. 

Another meeting of tbe committee w~s 
commenced July 23d, and ended 26th. 
and eighteen towns were represented. A 
quantity of powder, 1,800 pounds, which 
had been ~'eceived from the New York 

The militia of C1=~.-!' 
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l!-u.thorities, was deposited in one of the I promised weekly in the following ratio: 
Jail rooms of the c.ourt house, and .a ser- To each captain, 16s.; each lieutenant, 
geant ~nd f01!r pnvates were detailed to 14s.; and to each non-commissioned of
guard It by mght, and a sergeant and two ficer and private lOs.' and each was to 
privates by. day: "Necessary vittling equip himself "~ith ~ good llJusket or 
?ond a half PI~t of rum to ~ach man, once 
Il1 24 hours .were supphe~, and meas
ures .adopted for the detectIOn of spies 
and mformers. . 

At the July sessIOn of the New York 
Provincial Congress, Cumberland county 
was represented by Messrs. Marsh, Stev
eJ?s and Sessions: The commissary was 
chrected to fnrlllsh 4,500 pounds of lead 
f?r the use of the COlwty, and Mr. Ses
slOns was deputed. to fo\,,\,vard the lead to 
the general committee of .the county, and 
the committee w~re re.q~llr~~l "Tol!-ttend 
carefully to the d.lsP?sltJOn of tIllS sup-
p,ly among ~he Illlhtla. Fo!' tile protec
tlOn of the f.rontler from raids. by Indians 
the conventIOn resolved to raise rangmg 
parties, and 252 men were ordered to be 
raise by Cumberland and Gloucester 
counties, and the force to be divided into 
four companies. The command of this 
battalion was entrusted' to a major, 
chosen by the convention. Joab Hois
ington of '\Yindsor, was unanimously 
elected" MaJor of the rangers ," On the 
6th day of August the committees of 
safety for Cumberland and Gloucester 
couuties met at Windsor and made nom
n!ations for officers of the ~o~r compa
mes of the rangers. CommiSSIOns were 
granted to the f?llowmg, October 10, 
1776, Ull?er authol'lty of the New York 
conventIOn: 

CAPTAINS. 

Benjamin 'Wait. 
John Strong. 
Joseph Hatch. 
Abner Seeley. 

FIRST LIEUTENANTS. 

Elisha Hawley. 
Eldad Benton. 
Simon Stevens. 
Benjamin ·Whitney. 

SECOND LIEUTENANTS. 

Zebulon Lyon. 

John Barnes. 

Amos Chamberlain. 

Jehiel Robbins. 


The militia of Cumberland and GIou
ct-ster counties were formed into one 
brigade and Jacob Bagley of Newbury 
was appointed brigadier-general and 
Simon Stevens of Springfield , brigade 
major. Two paper regiments were 
formed and officered under the authority 
of New York. 

To the rangers a bounty of 825 was al
lowed to each non-commissioned officE'r 
and private upon his passing muster, 
and in lieu of rations, a certain sum was 

fire lock, powder horn, bullet-pouch and 
tomahawk, blanket and knapsack." 

Major Hoisington took his position at 
Newbury that he might be able to watch 
the movements of the Indians and Tories 
and guard the frontier from their in~ 
cursions and was able to send to Gens. 
Gates a~d Schuyler much valuable in
formation concerning the plans and 
movements of the enemy, obtained from 
spies and ToriE's, but the active sen-ices 
of the rangers were not called for during 
this yeal', though the mo,ements of the 
e11emy on the Canadia11 border and Lake 
Champlain caused much uneasiness 
throughout Curuberlancl county. 

A session of the Countv Committee of 
Safety assembled at Westminstfer, No
vember 5th and the friends of the forma
tion of a new State made the session ex
citin o' and stormy. Sixteen towns were 
repr:sentecl. Charles Phelps of Towll
send had written a letter under date of 
June 21st, to the New York convention, 
expressive of the sentiments of the ('001

mittee, as above detailed. The friends 
of New York wished to withdraw this 
letter while the frif'nds of a new State 
were ~ot disposed to recall it . The mo
tion to withdraw prevailed; but the 
minority strongly resented this action, 
and entered their protests against allY 
further action of the Committee as then 
constituted. A compromise was how
ever effected-by adopting a report with
drawing the letter-but asserting the 
right of petition, and that "if upon 
proper deliberation it may be thought 
proper a separation phould be Illost con
ducive to the peace and happinE'ss of this 
county , we do not preclude oursel,es 
from the privilege of presenting our pe
tition to the Honorable Continental Con
gress." These sentiments were embodied 
in the form of a letter and sent to the 
New York convention, and t.he Commit
tee of Safety adjourned to meet on the 
first Tuesday of June, 1777, "and not 
sooner except on emergE'nt call." A ses
sion was held aL Brattleboro, December 
2d, but no business was accoml·]jshed . 

CHAPTER V. 
A convention of delegates from the 

several towns in the Grants was holden 
at Dorset. January 16, 1776. This con
vl'ntion adopted a petition and address 
to the Continental Congress, in which 
their unfaltering attachment to the cause 
of liberty and independence was av<>wed, 
but at the same time they had determined 
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nOL to submit to the odious and galling 
jurisdiction of New York. ButCongress 
did not reach any decision upon this pe
tition. 

The Declaration of American Independ
ence having been published, it was 
deemed proper to call another conven
tion t() ascertain the state of public feeJ
ing on this subject, and accordingly a 
conve!ttion was holden at Dorset, July 
24, 1776, at 'which delegates from 25 
towns were present. The convention by 
adjournment re-assembled at Dorset, 
September 25th, and at Westminster 
January 15, 1777. Public feeling had 
been aroused, and it was ascertained that 
more than three-fourths of the people of 
Cumberland county were favorable to an 
independent State govemment. At this 
Westminster convention a declaration 
expressive of their sentiments was adopt
ed, declaring" That the district of terri 
tory comprehending and nsually known 
by tlte name alld description of the New 
Hampshire Grants, of right ought to be, 
and is hereby declared forever, hereafter, 
to be conSIdered as a free and . independ
ent jurisdiction or State, by the name, I 

and forever hereafter , to be called, known 
and distinguished, by the name of New 
Connecticut, alias Vermont." 

Judge Thomas Chandler was chairman 
of the committee who drew up the above 
declaration. 

The convention after sitting until the 

was read and adopted, bUL was never 
submitted to the people of the State for 
their approval or disapproval. 

The tirst Legislature of the Stat-e of Ver
mont assembled at Windsor, March 12, 
J778, and on the 17th of that lUonth all 
the land lying between the Green Moun
tains and Connecticut river was erected 
into a county, to be ca.lled Unity, buLthis 
nallle was changed to Cumberland OIl the 
21st, and on the 24th this large county 
was divided into two shires, the old di
viding line between Gloucester and CUlu
berland coullties being adopted as the 
line of separation between the two shires. 
Newbury was the name assigned to the 
northern shire. and Westminster to the 
southern shire. 

A Court of Confiscation was established 
by tbe Council on the 26th, to bave juris
diction over, and power to confiscate and 
seUlands in the county adjudged forfeit 
ed. Col. Joseph 1\1a.r6h, Gen Jacob Bag
ley, Maj. Thomas Murdock, Benjamin 
Emmons, Esq. , Dr. P aul Spooner, and 
Col. Benjamin Carpentel', were the mem
bers of this court. 

On tbe 24th the :\.ssembly made choice 
o(jlldges for the shireof Newbury, Jacob 
Baiiey, Jacob Barton, William Heaion, 
Reuben Foster and John French; for th e 
'Vestminster shire, John Sheperdson of 
Guilford, Stephen Tilden of Hartford, 
Hubbel 'Veils of Halifax, Hezekiah 
Thomson of Windsor, and Nathaniel 

22d, adjourned to meet at Windsor on . Robinson of ';V~stminster. 

the first 'Vednesday in June, following; ! At a session of the General Assembly 

b.ut first adopt:d .an ad~r~ss ~o the Con- I bolden at Bennington, !n June, 1778, a 

tl.TI~n~al. C~~Jgless, ~et~l~ ,;, f.ol tb ~b~ c~:m- speCIal court was establIshed for West

b ovel S)' . "Ith Ne\\· -y o,l,k ; aU.d c1alml~lg Iminster shll'e , and John Shepardson , 

recogmtlOn as 0I?e of The ~!'ee andll1- Stephen Tilden, Hezekiah Thomson of 

cl(>pe~deut A~lle.ncan State;s; and that 'Windsor , Samuel Fletcher o~ Townsend, 

~lelegates theleflo~ be adI,mtte~ to seats and Joshua vVebb of Rockingham , ap

m the grand C~mtll1ental Congl ess.. pointed the judges. And also a special 

. The convention assembled at Wll1dsor court for Newbury shire, and Deacon 

111 pursuance of adJournment, on.the first Smalley, Deacon John Bamett, William 

W~dnesday of June, and ~comnll~tee.ap- Heaton , Benjamin Baldwin, and Reuben 

pOlllted to make a dra ft of aconstltutlOn,
and each town was recommended to elect 
a del egate to meet in convention at 
Windsor on the 2d dav of July follow
ing.' • 

July 2d the convention met at Wind
sor , in the hall of a hotel , which has 
since been known as the Constitution 
House. Until the fall of 1869 the build
ing occupied its place on the main street. 

The draft of a constitution was pre
sented and read, a nd the convention pro
ceeded to consider its provisions with de
liberation, and while having the subject 
under consideration the news of the evac
uation of Ticonder~O'a arrived and the 
Convention was on the point or' adjourn
ing without completing their labors, 

Foster. appointed judges. 
. . 

Very many?f the I.nhabltants of '.'er 
mont were tones dunng the revolutIOn. 

, Some of th em w ere large land owners, 
and earl'y measures were taken to.confis
cate theIr lands ~md thus replemsh the 
treasury and aId 111 the common defence. 
In addition to the 90nrt of Con~sc~tion, 
on the 30th of Apnl, 1779, commISSIoners 
for the sal~ of these. confiscated estau-s 
were ap:pol?t~d .. MaJor Thomas Chand
ler had JUTlSdlctlOn m the towns of Rock
in~ham, Chester, an~ Westminster; Cap
tam Ebenezer CurtIs m the towns of 
Windsor , Hertford, (now Hartland,) 
Woodstock and Reading. 

Meantime the Court of Confiscation 
when a violent storm accO)))IJanied with was established on a different basis, a nd 
thunder and lightning broke upon them; Ithe powers which had formerlybelongecl 
they remained in session, the constitution to it were, 011 the 2dof June, 1779, veHted 
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in the goveJ"llor amI any two of his coun
cil. 

At the session of the Legislature in Oc
tober justices of the peace were appoint
ed in 18 towns, and two of th e Probate 
Districts were supplied with judges. 

The friends of New York were uot idle 
spectators of these pJ.:Oceedings. They 
denied the jurisdiction of the State of 
Vermont. and though they were not suf
ficiently numerous to establish and hold 
a superior court, yet justices of the peace 
were appointed, and otber civil and mili
tary officers for the county, and many 
towns were thus provided with two sets 
of officials, the one deriving their author
ity from the State of Vermont, the other 
from New York. 

In August, 1778. an attempt was made 
to ascertain the views of a majority of 
the citizens of the southern part of the 
county, on this question of the jurisdic
tion . It appears that in the towns of 
Hinsdale, Guilford, Halifax, Brattleboro, 
Marlboro, Draper, Fulham, Newfane, 
Putney , vVestmillster, Springfield and 
ViTeathersfield, there were at this tim e 
480 voters who supported New York, 320 
who euported Vermont, and 185 who 
were neutral in opinion. 

The Superior Court ,vas appointed to 
be holden a t Westminster on the 2d 
Thursday of March, 177n, and at New-
bury on the 2d Thursday of Sept-ember, 
1779. At the first session of the Superior 
Court at Westminster, the first case tried 
was that of Pompey Brakkee of Ches!;;)r, 
a negro, plf. , against Eli jah Lovell of 
Rockingham, deft. The exact nature of 
the complaint does not appear, but Brak
kee won damages to the amount of £400 
and costs. At an adjourned term of the 
court holden May 26, Stephen R. Brad
ley of vVestminster. was appointed clerk 
of the court, and at the same term Brad
ley and Noah Smith were admitted and 
sworn as attorneys of the_court, and at 
the same term Nathan Stone, a citizen of 
Windsor, but an adherent of New York. 
was arraigned, having heen charged 
with using" Reproachful and scandalous 
words on the the 15th of March, concern
iuO' the authority of the State of Ver
mgnt." The offence consisted in having 
said to John Benjamin, Esq., the sheriff Isuch of the members of the committee as 
of the county of Cumberland, "G-d-i should meet on due and regular notice , 

ster, and James Clay of PutlJ ey , were 
commissioned j udges of the Inferior 
Court of Common Pleas. Eleazer Pat
terson" Hilkiah Grout and Stephen 
Greenleaf, assistant justices of the Infe
rior Court of Common Pleas. Micah 
Townsend. county clerk; Simeon Ed
wards, sheriff ; J ames Clay, surrogate. 

These judicial officers never were per
mitted to exercise the functions of their 
respective offices in Cumberland r.ounty. 
There were some conflicts between the 
Vermont officials and the adherents of 
New York, but it is not my purpose to 
give a detailed account of them. Such 
accounts more appropriately being given 
in the local histories of the towns in 
which the conflicts happened. Judges, 
justices of the peace and sheriff were ap
pointed by the New York authorities, as 
late as June 5. 1782. 

CHAPTER VI. 

The New York Convention of represen
tatives in session a t KingstOll, Apr. 25, 
1777, directed all county and sub
commitees to nse their utmost endeavors 
to apprehend, secure and otherwise in 
their discretion to dispose of all such 
persons as were inimical or dangerous to 
the State until further orders from the 
New York Legislature. The right of ap
pea.] from any sub-committee to the 
general committee was not to be abridged; 
and again on the 5th of May the com
mittee of Cumberland county were es
pecially requested and empowered to 
take the most effectual measures to pre
vent, surprise and quell all insurrections, 
revolts and disaiIections ; and were em
powered to call out the militia and cause 
"all such traitorous inhabitants of this 
State as shall be found in arms against 
the authority of the same, to be destroy
ed or otherwise effectually secured." 

It was well known in the convention 
that a strong spirit of disaffection exist
ed in Cumberland county , thatamajority 
of the towns refused allegiance to the 
authority of the State of New York; 
and therefore the convention proceeded 
on the 10th day of May to resolve " that 

you and your governor and council." 
Stone pleaded guilty and was fined £20 
lawfulmonev . and costs, and was obliged 
to give bonds in £1000 as a guaranty for 
his futUre good conduct. 

On the 18th of August, 1778, the au
thorities of New York. still cla iming ju
riscliction over the county. had by virtue 
of the Constitution of the State of New 
York, appointed a full compl~l11en~ of 
officials for the county. Pelatlah FItch 
of Halifax , John Sessions of vVestmin

should be authorized to proceed to busi
ness. 

May 19th a warrant was issued to the 
sheriff of Cumberlan? county directing 
lum to order an electIOn for State officers 
under the constitution of New York. 
The sheriff of Cumberland county was 
Paul Spooner, appointed May 5,1777. but 
he declined the office and no election 

\1 was holden under theabove.warrant.. 
James Clay, how(,ver, actlllg as eha H

man of the county committee, sent let
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ters to the several towns in the county 
ordering the election of m embers of the 
County Committee of Safety. The inhab
itants of Windsor met May the 20th and 
voted by a great majority not to proceed 
to act according to the orders of the 
State of New York. The inhabitants of 
Townsend asembled June 2nd and in
structed Joseph Tyler, the member of 
the County Committee from tha t town , 
not to ac t with the County Committee 
agreeably to the new constitution of the 
State of New York, "Because in our 
opinion we do not belong to the jurisdic
tion of that State." 

June 4,1777, the Yorker Commi~tee of 
Safety met at the court house in 'Vest
minster. Westminster, Putney, Brattle
boro, Hinsdale, Hartford, Springfield, 
K ent, and Pomfret, were represented . 
James Clay was chosen chairman and 
Simon Stevens clerk. The convention 
adjourned u11til afternoon, hoping for a 
more full attendance, and again to the 
5th, wh en they voted, "Not to go upon 
the public business of the county until a 
fuller number of the committee were 
present," and adjourned until the 17th 
inst. 

On the 17th this committee again as
sembled at ·Westminster. Putney ,West
minster, Bra ttleboro, Springfield and 
,Veathersfiel d being represented- they 
ad journed until the following day
when a further adjournment 'was had 
until the 26th, at the house of John Sar
geant in Brattleboro. And on the 26th 
the committee reassembled at Brattle
boro, "being terri tied by threa ts from 
the people who are setting up a new 
State here they thought it imprudent to 
proceed to any business at Westmin
ster, " and concluded to go to amore con
genial atmosphere at Brattleboro. 

The members present at Brattleboro 
were : James Clay and Lucius Wilson 
of Putney, Michel Gilson of Westmin
ster, Obediah Wells and John Sargent of 
Brattleboro, Luke Knowlton of New
fane , Hilkiah Grout of vVeatherstield, 
and Eleazer Patterson and Amos Tute of 
Hinsdale-the forlorn hope of the Y ork
ers . 

Hilkiah Grout ,"vas chosen clerk. The 
con,ention voted to make a true repre
sentation of the broken state of the in
habitants of th e county of Oumberland , 
itnd assig-n some reason why the county 
committee did not proceed agreeable to 
the resolves of the conven tion of the 
State of New York in respect " of their 
choosill ~ Governors and Delegates to 
send to convention ." 

James Clfl,Y, El ei\7:er Pa tterson and 
Hillciith Gront were chosen fl, committee 
to draft fl, reprE:sentation and Jay befo re 
the convention. The committee re
ported , and their report was accepted, 

and Messrs. Patterson and Grout ap
pointed a commibtee to carry the repre
sentation to the convention of the State 
of New York. 

These g'entlemen were furnished with 
proper creder,tials stating that the ex
pense of the journey is borne by private 
subscription" as the divided State of the 
\:ollnty renders it impossible to raise 
any money in any public way , there
fore the committee prays the assembly 
or convention give their assistance in 
this affair .. ' 

The committee then adjourned io meet 
on the first Tuesday of September, a t 
the court house in vVestminster. 

The report of the committee set forth 
that the cOIHention held ai Windsor on 
the fourth clay of June in stant, for ihe 
purpose of estal>lishing the new State of 
Vermont, haye taken into their }Josses
sion the prison ot the cQunty and ha ,e 
stricily forbid all com mittees acting un
der the autbority of the State of New 
York-so that it is become impracti<: able 
to proceed to any public businesl; in the 
county-that" the public peace is so in
terrupted by the proceedings of the con
vention at Windsor, that it hath al
ready hindered the raising- of men for 
the common defence; that the friend s of 
the new Sta te were pursuing- their own 
private iuterests rather than the public 
weal, adding what was no doubt full y 
true, "y.,re really believe that without 
the interposition of the Honorable Con
tinental Congress they will never submit 
to the authority of the State of New 
York until obliged to do so by the 
sword." 

Eleazer Patterson and Hilkiah Grout 
were deputed to present said report to 
the New Yoyk convention, and this ser
vice was performed by Col. Patterson , 
but the records of the convention do not 
show any action to have been taken in 
re"ard to it. 

Sept. 2,1777, the New York Commit
tee of Safety m et at 'Westminster, at the 
court house, pursuant to adjournment 
from Brattleboro. 

Mr. Rust of Hartford, Mr. Gilson of 
vVestminster, 11'11'. Simons of Rocking
ham , Messrs. Simon, Stevens and Pow
ersof Springfield, Mr. Sargent of Ches
ter and Hilkiah Grout of 'Veathersfield , 
were the only persons present. An ad
journment was had until the next day, 
with no addition to their numbers, when 
a motion was made " to send some suit
able person to the con,ention or Legisla
ture of the State of New York to inform 
them of the conduct of the Pretendpd 
Council and Pretended Committee of t.he 
State of Vermont, and take their advice 
and directions thereon," but the motion 
was rejected b}7 a vote of four to three, 
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and the committee adjourned to the sec- ster, Rockingham, Springfield and Wea
ond Tuesday of November. thersfield . About this time a inilitary 

The new State of Vermont was suc- association appears to have been formed 
cessfully formed and met with the hearty ill this county, to r esist the authority of 
approval of a large majority of the peo- the State of Vermont. Ethan All~n was 
pIe. but still the adherents of New York, directed by the governor to raise the mi 
though few in numbers. were not dis- litia for the purpose of suppressmg it. 
posed to yield the contest, and held sev· Upon receiving intelligence of this , Col. 
eral meetings at BrattleiJoro, where Patter son, who held a commission in thiti 
seems to have been their headquarters, COUlJty under the authority of New York , 
to take measures to ca.rry out their addressed Gov. Clintoll, under the date 
views. At a meeting held at that place, of May 5, requesting directions how to 
April 15, 1778, representatives from proceed, and suggesting the ne<:essity of 
Guilford, Brattleboro, Putney , Newfane, sending the militia of Albany county to 
Hinsdale and Rocking ham, were present, his assistance. 
and adopted a protest in the form of an Uovel'llor Clinton answered this com
address. " To the gent lemen convened at munication and the petition of May 4, 
'Vindsor, under the ~tyle of the General with assurances of protection , and r ec
Assembly of the State of Vermont, " i ommending that the authority or Ver
"gainst the formation of the new State. ,' mont should in no instance be acknowl
The towns of Weathersfield and 'Ves t. edged, exce pt in the alternative of sub
minster concurred in the sentiments of . mi ssion or in evitaul e-ruin. 
the address. The protestors state: On the 18th of Mav, Gov. Clinton wrote 
"Ther efore, on behalf of ourselves and to the President of JCongress, urging the 
those who delegated us for tha t purpose, immediate interposition of Congress , 
we publicly declare that as w e have not "That he d aily expected he should be 
in any way assisted in, 01' consented to obligerl to order out a force for the de
tlHl forming of a separate and indepf1nd- fence of those who adhered to New York. 
ent government, w e shall n ot consider That the wbdom of Congress would sug
ourselves bound by any acts of the. Leg- gest to them what. would be the con 
islature thereof," and declare their al- sequ ence of submlttmg the, controversy , 
legiance due to the State of New York. specia lly at that juncture, to the decision 

The opposition thus declared did not of the sword ." 
confine itsel'f to words, but as subse- June 1, 1779. this letter from Governor 
quent events show, developed itself by ClintOll, the petition of the committee of 
re$isting the precepts of the courts and Cumberland county , the letter of Colonel 
the new State officials. Patterson , and Governor Clinton's reply, 

An enumeratioll of the friends of New were laid before Congress, and a CODl
York was made and it appeared that in mittE:<e of five. Messrs. Ellsworth, Ed
the towns of Hi nsdale, Guilford, Hali- wards, 'Vitherspoon, Atlee, and Root, 
fa.x, Brattleboro, Marlboro, Draper, Ful- were chosen "To repair to the inhabi
ham, Newfane, Putney, Westminster, tants of the Grants, a.nd enquire into the 
Springfield and W eathersfield, 480 voters r eason why they refuse t o ('ontinue citi 
supported New York, 320 the jurisdic- zens of the r espective States which here
tion of Vermont and 185 were neutral in t ofor e exe:'cised jurisdiction over the sa id 
opinion. District. ,x, ~. ~. And that they take every 

A convention of the disaffected was prudt>nt measure to promote an amicaiJle 
holden at Brattleboro. 1\'[ay 4, 1779, a nd settlement of alJ differences. and prevent 
addressed a long petition to Gov. Clin- divisions a nd animosities so prejudicial 
ton of New York, Retting forth the acts to the United StateR." 
of authority (Of " the partizans for a new While the su bject was engaging the 
State," in confiscating property, in at- attention of Congress, Allen marched 
tempting to exercise judici:l,] and mili- with an unarmed force and mad e prison
tftry authority "over [ll"'se who continue ers of the colonel and militia officers who 
loyal to the State of New York." assess- were acting under the authority of the 
ing and collecting taxes, etc. , and urging State of New York, and this was prac
the governor to take effectual and imme- tically the end of the Ne w York autbor
diate m e3.5ures fol' protecting the loyal ity within this county. 
subjects of New York and to convince Without pursuing the ~ubject further 
Congress of the impropriety of delaying in detail, the corporate eXistence of Cum
to interfere in regard to the jurisdiction berland county was terminated by an act 
of New York over the " Grants." of the L egislature , passed F~bruary , 1781, 

Samuel Minot was chairman of this "For the division of counties within the 
convention, and committees were present State." Cumberlan d county wa.s subdi
from the towns of Hinsda.le, Guilford, videcl into the counties of Windham , 
Brattleboro, Fulham, Putney. Westmin- Windsor, and Orange. 
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BRATTLEBORO. 

BY HENRY BURNHAM. 

The populn.tion of this t.own, now about. 
6.000, is pl'illeipa.lJy in two villages called 
East ,wd ,Vest village. The \~Test "illage 
is nearest the geogmphical centre of the 
town. It was fo rmerly the larger and only 
village, wbere were the church pril'ileges, 
town meet ings, .June trainings, etc. In can-
sequence of the na"igatiou of t.he Connect.i
cut river--whi ch forms the eastern bouudary 
of the E,lst village, and of t.he town for 
about six miles-and the entcrprising char
acter and effor ts of ,I'm. Fessenden, Johu 10f Gad.. of Grcnt Britain, France aud Ire-
H Ib IF' G d 1 I lnnd King, Defender of th e FnitlJ, &c. 

o ,1'00 {, , ranms. 00 "uu~, ane ot leI'S, To all persons to whom these prc;;euce 
tbe East VIllage reeC1 ved an Impulse, early Isball come, greetiug : 
in the present (;ent111')" which caused it to 
far ~U\'pass the West villal!:e in bnsiness and 

. ~ 
populatIOn. 

The town derives its name from vVilJiam 
Bntttle, from J\[ussac llUsetls- one of the 
grantees of the town-'ll1cl his name is the 

orst one upon the list. Being loyal to King 
George, he fl ed to Nova Scotia at the com
meucemcllt of the Revolutionary ~Tar. It I reservations here,uter made, Givcn &; 
is sa id he died ('here tefore the close of IGrautcd and by these P,l:esents for ns o~lr 

I-Ieu's c\:; su ccessors Do GIve and GTHUt. III 
th e war, and, after the" .Jay treaty." his equal Shares unt)) (lur Loveing Suhjects 
heirs made efforts to recover bi s confiseat.ed ', Inhabitants of a ll!' said Proviuce of New 
property in tllis cou ntry. How much hnd Hamp~hirr and hi,; Majesty' s other Govel'll
, I' thO t - I' f 'd ment, and tr) their heir.- and a~signs forev er 
l1e owuec In IS own, we are no l!l 'orme ; I"'hose i\amc, an' Entered 00 th b Gmlll to 
but his claim covered some ?f t~e test l~nel be divided I·n auel alllOl:g;:l t1H'Ul intc, fifty
10 the \.O wn of Patner. whIch IS ten mlles SIX SIUIH" . T\\'o of whIch ghdre~ to 1,(, Imd 
uorth of Brattleboro. 'It ha, lou,,- been quite l out in one Trac~ of. Lh~ ("o nte11 ts of Ei('hl 

'v ' 11 ' b I' . d ,,, I I "' .~ . "',
llm elSa) e1e\e tu,) 11(' !lI st CIV1hzee! 
e,,;tablishment in Vermont was at F ort Dum
mer. which was erected in the southeast 
corner of llle town of Brattleboro in 1724. 
Han. Davie! n eed. in his account of Col
chester. ably maintains aud claims this 
houor fo r Isle L:Li'fotte, in the county of 
Grand I sle. rSee Isle LaMottc, tilis work, 
Vol. n.-Etl.] Thnugh it is evident Ibat 
tbe sevel'al histories of tIl(' St.ate have been 
led into the errol' of elnir\ling too much for 
this town, it is equally evident. we believe, 
that the firsl English or Anglo-Saxon settle
me~t, iu this State, was made on what is 

A 

Know ye that we of our special grace ,md 
cert.ain knowledge and mere motion, for 

! t.he due Eucouragement of ~ett.hng a newIplantation within our said Proviuee, 13y 
aud with the <1:dvice of our trusty ancl well
beloved Bennll1g ,Veut.wor t.h, E;;q.. our 
Governor and COlUlllllllder-in-Cllief of our 
said Proviuce of N ew Hampshire iu 
America, and of our Council of thc sd 
Prov ince, have upon tile conditions and 

now soil of Brattleboro, by the erection 
of " Hi~ llIajeot.y's fort DUlllmer," a 8 stated 
in the charter. Twenty-nine years after this 
settlemen t., Brattleboro was chartered under 
George II., and .J osiall Wil],ud, Esq. , 
chosen or appointed Moderator of the tir;;t 
town meeting. 

CH_.ul~'ER OF BUATTLEHOHO : llY K!"G 
GEOHGIi: THE SECOl\D, 1753. 
PROVIXC.8 OF ;-.TEw HA)lPHIIIHE. 

L. S. George the Secoud, by tbe Grace 

Hundred acres for hi'; Ex(;eJ leney Bel!11tng 
vVeut"-orili. Esq. alldi ~ infn l lforhis two 
shares. which Tmct is bounded a, follows. 
viz: 

Beginning at Ihe rocks al the upper end 
of lhe PorI meadow,;u ("ailed . Th"l1cr- 11p 
C'onnccticul River 1'11"0 huudr8rl alld forty 
rods, &, to carry tllal lJl'e,ldtlt l.Ja ck We~1 ten 
degrees Nort.h ~o far as 10 rontain Eight 
Hundred ac res. All lha.\ Trncl 01' par("el of 
Land situate:, lying & beillg wilbin our 
Proyince of l-rew H:tmp"hire c01Haiuillg by 
admeasurement Nioeteen Thollsand Three 
Hundred and sixty acres. which Tract i~ to 
cont.aill five miles ancl one-half mile square 
& no more. alii of \\-hieh an a llowance i ~ La 
be made for high ways & unimpro"able 
lands by rocks, mountains. Ponels & mvers, 
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lo ne thousand and forty acres free according 
to a pllln thereof madc & presentecl by our 
said Governors orders & hereunto ,tnnexed . 
Butted &, bounded ,IS follows. viz: Begin
ning a l the month of Venters Brook w 
ca.lfcfi ",l1ere it empties itself in to Con
neetir-nl [{iver. &: nlll S from tllence six miles 
o r thereabouts to the Sonth East corner of 
~larlelJlOl1gh \hem:e five miles, NonlJ t,en 
denTe,·, East by :\1a.rlebrough afo resaid to a 
sta'ke c'l: ~tones in said Lin e, Thence ]£ust 
1(\ clcgJ'(.:e~ south to Connccticut Ri ,rer afore 
said. then ,lawn s;1 id Hiver to the bOlllld5 
li.r~t !1l(;lltioned at Venter,; Brook . Exccpt <t 
Tract <if In.!lcl lying in the ~a id Ea,t corner 
of " lid T ownship contnilling ItbouL Two 
Hundred ,\Cl'e,; <15 the sallie is now feneed 
in an' \ improved , which is hereby granted 
&. a.~,i gned to Oliver Willard and to his 
heir" (\: assign" one of the witlJin Urantees, 
H e h>1ving h ereL·\forl' cleared a.nd improved 
the "a:d Traet and is to I.e in full for his 
sh,l re '" proportion of thl' said Township . 
sa id Two IJundred acrcs ,I('e bounded as 
follo" -' . viz : Begin ning al Venters Brook 
and runs West teu " North six ty rods to a 
Hill ,t thcn runs uncleI' tIle Hill round 'IS 
t.he Hili l'Ilns to the rocks at the upper end 
of the :'Irenclow called fort meadow , thence 
clown the river to Venter Brook <Lnd that 
the s,lme l,e and i, incorponlted illto l1. 
Towllship by the name of Bntttlcborough, 
and that the inhabitants thnt do or shall 
hcre,liter Inhabit sa.id Towllship are hereliy 
Declar~d to be Enfranchisecl with and en
titkcl to all &, every the priviledges & 1m
Il1\\\\i.ties that other TowIls withill .oll!' sn,jd 
Prov lIlce lly hnv exercise and enJoy. Hnd 
further thn.t \.he said town <18 soon as I.here 
shall 11C lifty Fnmilys res ident ,\lid settled 
therei ll shall have the li berty of holding 
Two Fair~, one of which shall be lleld on 
the Iir.,t Thlll'sday ill October annually, and 
the other on the fi rst Thlll'scl,ty in F ebrna.ry 
anllually, wlIil.:h Fairs lIre not to cont inne 
&; l)e held 10ng'er [.han the respel.: tive SatllI'
day following the sd respec:tive Thursday, 
and ;1S SOOIl as &1id town shall consist of 
fift.y familys <I market shall be opened and 
k ept one 01' more days in e,\ch week n.s mil)' 
be tho't most aclvantagiolls to the Inhaui

the term of five years for every fifty 1\ercs 
contained in his or their share or Propor
tion of Land in said Township. anel COll
tinne to improve and settle the SalliE' by 
additiomll cnltivations on Penalty of the 
forfeiture of his Gram or sl1are ill sa id 
T ownship, & its reverting to his j\oLtje~ty 
his hcirs & succe~Rors to be by him or them 
regranted to such of his subjects as :;hall 
effectually settle &, cu ltiva.te the sallie. Tha t 
a.1I Whitc or oLher Pine Tn.:e ~ ,viUlin the 
said Township fit for Jb~ting- Ollr Royal 
Navy lie cn,refull}, Pre~ervecl for that U 'l'. 

;mel none to be Cllt or felled withom hi;, 
;)lnje~t}'s E special Lyeence for so doing first 
had and obtaineu UpOll tht' penaJty of for

. feitme of the right of SUdl Urantce his 
heirs &, assign~ to us our heirs &: sueccssors 
as well as being subject to thl' Peualt)' of 
a.ny act or acts of PHrliament tha t now Hre 
or here<1.iter shall be en ac:ted. Also his 
for t Dnmmer &. a Trac t of hllld of fifty rods 
sq u,wl' ronnd it. vi7.: tift)' rods W c't. 'twen
ty ·fjve rods South &: twenty-five rod, North 
of said F ort. That before'tny Di vision of 
the h~nd be made to and amongRt the 
Gralltees, a Tract of Lane! ll~ neal' the 
center of tbe Township as the IHnd will 
adlllit of shall be re~crvecl and marked out 
for Town Lots, olle of which shall be al
lotted to each Grautee of the contents of 
onc acre yielding anel paying therefor to us 
our heirs &; Sllccessors for the space of ten 
years to lie computed from th e date hercof 
thc rent of one E nr of Indian corn on ly Oll 
the first day of J anua.ry annually if La\\,
fully Demallded , the ~rst paymen.t to be 
made on the first day of .J anuary a.fter the 
first of .January next ensning the date 
hereof, and every Proprie tor. Scttler 01' In
habitant sha.ll yield aud pay to us our heirs 
and successors yearly &; every year forever 
from and after the ex piration of the ten 
years, from the date h ereof. Namcly on 
the first day of .In,nuary which will be in 
the yea.l' of Our Lord Christ one thousand 
Seven Hundred & Sixty-foll!' . olle shilling 
Proclama.tion mouey for every hundred 
acres he so owns, settl es or possesses, and 
so in proportion for a Greater or Lesser 
Tract of the saicl Land , which money shilll 

tan t$. Also t11at the first meeting for the be pa.id by the respective persons above 

choice of Town Officers ,tgreenble to the said their heirs or assigns, in our Council 

1 l\.\V~ of our said Prov ince shall bc held on Chamber in Portsmonth or t.o such officer 

the fifteen Day of .Jau'ry next which meet- 01' offi cers as shull he appointed to receive 

in Q.· ,hall be not.ifved by .Josiah Willmd E sq the same, anel tlJis to be in licu of a.ll other 

wilo is l lereby nlso appointed :.YIoclemtor of rent.s ,wd services wha.tsoever in Testimony 

t,he saiel first meeting which he is to notify hereof we have ca.used the sCill of our said 

ann govenl agreeahle to the laws and cus- Province to be hereunto affixed. \~Titness 

tOm s' of OUI' sairl Province, a.nd that tile Benning Wentworth, E sq., our Governor 

>1.111I1Hli meeting forever hereafter for the & Commander in Chief of our said Province 

choice of such officers of sa. icl TaWil sha.ll the Twen ty -sixth day of Decem bel' in tlle 

ile Oil the 'first 'Wednesday in iVIarch annll - year of om Lord ClJrist 1753 and in the 

>l ily. To have and to hol(1 th e sa.id Tra.ct Twenty-seventll year of our Reign. 

of L,mc1 as above expressed together with B. ',;V'ENTWORTlI. 

all the Pl'iviledges all~ app\lrtellftllce;; to B his Excellencys command with advice 

them and then respectIve hell's & assigns y . 

forever, upon the following conditions Viz: of CouncIl. 

That every Gmnt.ee his heirs or assigns shall THEODORE ATKINSON. 

Plnn! or cultivate £lve acres of la.nd within Seety. 
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Ent.ered and Recorded according to the 
olio'iUt)'1 uncleI' thc Province Seal, this 27th 
da~ of December 1753. 

. Pr THEODORE ATKTNSON , 
Secty. 

~ames of the Grantees of Bratt leborough, 
viz: 

William Bmttle, .J<lcob VVenuell, ,James 
ReH cl. Isaac BTodish, O,,-en Warl<\,nd, IVil-
Jiarn Lee, Ebenezer Smith, William Gam
111(lge, .Jolin Hicks, Ebenezer Bmdish, .James 
)Vhitemore, \Yilliam .!Iianning, Thomas 
Sherren, Thomas Hastings, Jonatha n 
Sprague. John Warland, Benjamin Lynde,
Andrew Oli ver ,Jlilll'. , \\rilliam Bowls. Cor
nelius VToodblll'Y, 'Wi lliam Willard, Oliver 
"yillanl, Samuel .\'ll en, .!IIoses Wright,• Sampson French, .Josepll French, Willinm
Fes~enden, tltephen Palmer, Stephen Pal
mel' Junr., 'William Barrett, Daniel Prin
tice, Caleb Prentice, Ebenezer Stedman, l ows-now owner\ by the Vermont Asylum 
ECl\,:,ard .Nlarre~t, .JUlll' .. Almer Haser, Ben
jamll1 French, fhomas Blanchard, 1 homas 

"t:llancJuu'd, Junr. , .Jacob Fletcher, Samuel 
Searle, Samuel French , oam pson \Villard, 
Oliver Coleburne, .Jeremia.h Coleburne, 
Peter Po,Yers,. Stephen Powers, Daniel 
Emerton , "Vllham Laurence, Abel Lau
rence, "lather Livermore. 

Theodore Atkinson, his Excellency Ben
ning Wentworth a Tract of Lane! to contain 
Eight Hundred acres which is to be ac
count.ed Two of the withi n mentionel! 
shares and Laid out flnd bounded as within 
mentioned, one whole shme for the IncDl'
pornted Societ.y for the Propagu,t.ion of the 
Gospel in foreign parts, one whole share 
for the first sett,lel! ~Iinister of the Gospel 
in sa id Town, one whole slw.re for a Glebe 
for the }iinistr), of the Church of England 
as by law Established. Also his Majestys 
Fori Dummer, and a Tract of Land fifty 
rods round it., viz: flO rods W'est, twenty
five rods South &; twenty-five North of sa.id 
Fort. 

R eeorl!ed from thc Baek of the Charter 
for Bl'llttleborongll the 27th day of Decem
ber 17;';3. 

PI' THEODORE ATKINSON, 
Sccty. 

State of New' Hampshire, ) 
Secretary of State's Office, t 

CONCOltD , Sept. 26, 1869. ) 

hereby certify that the foregoing is a 
true copy of the Record of the Cllarter of 
BnHtleborough as reconlerl in " Charter 
Records," Vol. 1, pages 181, 2,3,4. 
In testimony whereof I have hereunt.o se t 

my hand a·ml affixed t.he Sea'! of said State 
the date above written. 

NATHAN W. GOVE, 
Deputy Secretary of St.ate. 

The town contains about 34 square miles, 
in lat.itucle 42 cleg .. 52 min.. and longitude 
40 deg., 25 min. It is bounded N. by Dum-

BRATTLEBORO. 

mcrston, E. hy Connecticut River, which 
separates it from Chesterfield, N. H., S. by 
Vemon a nd Guilford , and W. by Madboro. 
Among the fir8t settlers were .John Hnd 
Thomas Sargen t, .Jolin Alexander. J oh n 
Ar~ls, ancl Fairbank :Moore a.nd son. Wit.1I 

the exception of John and Thomas Sargenl. 
-who were born at Fort Dummer-they 
were from i\Iassachuset.ts. The father and 
brother of Jo1m Sargent, .Jr., were an l
bushed by the Inoians: the father killed 

ano scalped ancl the brot.her cllrrico into cap
tivity, where he adopted the Indian halljts 
and m,mners, but nfterw,u-ds returnee! to 
h' f' d .

~8 nen s. .Fai rbank Moore an.el son were 
lu IIell by Ine!wns at t.he ,,'Vcst RIver meacl

-two miles north of Fort Dummer, and 
'f 

thc WI e ane! daughter of the younger Moore 
were. captUl'ed. 

.John . Alexander died in Marlboro July 
8, 1828, supposed to be near 90 years ~f ao'~' 

. " '" 
. At the tIme Bndgeman s Fort was burned 

by thc Indians-the site of which is now in 
Vernon, and a short distance from Fort 
Dummer-where ~'lrs . Howe anrl others 

were made captive by said Indians, .John 
Al exander was a. lad 10 years old , and then 
in the woods after the cows belonging t,o 
the fort; being th us in the woods he escaped 
captivity. The following yeal' he g,we 
proof of a dnring spirit for a boy of only 
eleven ycars. H e discovered ,), bear and 
two cubs a short dist·fwce from his residence. 
His father being absent, he, fenrlcss of con 
sequences, l'ep'tlrcd to the honse, took down 
,t loaded gun. and with a we ll tlirectel! shot 
killed t.hc old bear on the spot. H e then, 
with a lad of simila.r age, caught a.nd 
securecl both of the cubs. 

In the olel French War, so called, at the 
age of 17. he scrved uncleI' Gen. Amherst. 
and was at the t.aking of Ticonderoga, and 
in the Am er'can Revolution was at the 
t.aking of Burgoyne. He resided in Brnt
tleboro more than half a century ancl reared 
a large family. Few lllen have lived to his 
age and enjoyed so great a measm e of 
health ; anl! very few men of his stat·me.· 
which was below the middle size. have been 
more active, robust ancl hereule,w than Mr. 
Alexander. He, a.t one time, carried on his 
shoulders, upon snow-shoes, a five-pail iron 
kettle, t.wo sap-buckets, an a,xe and t.mp
pings, a knapsack, four clay's provisions, a 
gun and '1.mmunition, more than three miles 
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througb the woolls, over hill s, valleys, and I,ker-elltS of all these pcrs011s, 
informarion 

career of twel\"(, of 
three of whom 

ellited Stale, 

and oue of the 
He 11'11':, 

hut we 11(wC meetillgs 
in a deep snow, He "'as t.he second ,,'illte suC'(:ecc1ed in getting some 
personbOl'n. :Ind, at the rime of hi ~ deeeHs(>, respecting IDe lives 01' a large 
the oldest living 01 the firsl lwrive ~etll(' r' the pel"'Illl ': afore-named. plll'pose. 
on the New Hampshire grants, alias ,-cr- ha,e oeeu memhers of the long. ovcr 
mont. H OlI..'C of Re»re~entn ti "e~. viz: .J ohn N oye, . height. 

AI the time Colonel Sanluel Well ~ reprc  .Tame~ E ll iott. Jonathan HUllt. Jr. 
sentee! this plnce. Ihb ~ide of tDe moumain S,~~H1EL KNIGHT 
W,t, called ClIll1berl'IJJcl COllllty_ H., n:pre 

W~~< ,\ man of high ('ulture
sented lhb pnrl of the State. nt Xew York_ 

mo,st lalt- llied men of hi~ time. 
un til Ethall ."llen C>lmf- clo\\'n llcre. in hi. 

Cor yt'llr~ . Chief .Ju~ti<.:e of the court., in tllb
\\'mth. to repair the politi('o! of Brnllkhoro 

COUDlY. ilnti oue of our early town I'el're
nlld Guilford. 

,~nilui \e ' .
The m,U] who sa icl. .. R:llher lhIll ~ub


.JOIIK "'. B1..\KE
mit to Ihe authority of Grnll Bril.:WJ_ or 
even the Stat,p of '1\e,,' -York _ I ",ill retire "Il~ nlll' of rhe foremost lawyer" of \\~ind

ham County He cam!' to thi. place. froll! with I,he Grecn jlollll Lain boy" inlo ~ 
Bellln "s Fall~. a bout 17!JO: war, one of the 

war \\'ith human llarure M liI~ __ ' abo -aid, t'ilrlie, t j1o>lma,;Lers in thi, place: ],(, ]1n'
mountains and can" of Ihl: t'3nh . 1llld w-ag 

H" Cnlc,,;~ ttl (, inhabita lll.S of Hrallll!bom Il.Ild seOl~d the to,l'n in t,lI" Lpg-islature, wa, 

Guilford peaeea1)ly sullmit \0 llll.' authority illrg<' 0\1'1Ic'l' of I'('al estate in the East I'il
hl>!e , "bicb he sold to Fraucis Goodhm- inof Yermonr, Iheir t erritor~- "IUtllbelJl8d.,." 
1811. He died October ~7, 1818. ag-ed 59 desohlte as :3odom and GomurnUL 

This proclallla tirm , willi ille .. la..'<& &fl!1l- ~-~<lI'~ , 

ments to ,,-hich king.;; r,,;:orl ." cured the JO:\ATHAN In;NT. JR , 

~Tork St,lte procl i\' ilie5 in lhis pan of .1I.. \\&;' fi r.'! presiden l, of the fil'st bank es talJ
btate. "-.ud no -wonder Lhal X ew York li"bed in Brattleboro. He built the laro'e 
pon-er allc! intiuellce ce~d. for all s-he e\-~r brick house' no'\\- owned and occllpied tl' 
(hd III defence of her ll<:r.>t'<:ull.-d friends, George H owe. E,<;q. He died, "'hilt:' ;1. 
ndl'oc:ates and officel' s in lhj~ parI of the ) fembt-r of C'on!!ress. at Washingtoll ~la\' 
State. was to use lml,e \\'ords ,md make 15. 18W? ,wed ~5 \'ea rs. ". 
prolllises that were ne,er perfol'lllf'd , • - ~ , 

Allell knen- bra\'e "-01'(1.5 or lan' was "tin l.AllKI:\ 80, ~[EAD 
without force, therefol'e he lJrougllt all Came' from Clll'sterfield , N. H., about 1838, 
these with him wheu he rested at the hotel Iwas presldt: nt of the Brattleboro Typo
kept by .Johu Arms, a few rods north of gnlphic Co.. \\'a~ ill the practice of law ; 
and on premises no\l' oWlled by the Vel'- , very acth'e in promoting the cause of com
mont Asylum, mOll school educa tion ; the first to move in 

Among th e mell of this town most dis- establishing- the savings bank in this place, 
t-inguislied in the annals of the State, and and for ol'er (,,'euty years was treasurer of 
,,-ho bave been men of intillen ce here , may that inst.itution. He raised n, talented 
be mentioned John Arms, Samuel ,Veils, family, and olle of his so ns, L. G, Mead , 
Samuel Knight, Samuel Gale. Henry W clls, .JI'.. grandw n of Jol1n Noyes. has a world
Sam'l SteiLrns, Micah T owlIshend, Stephen wiele reputation ;I S a sClllptor. 
Greellleaf, William V{ells, .John Sle\\'>!rt Furt,her descriptions of the character alld 
Royall Tyler, John r\oycs, Lemuel Whit: doings of othen' IIpon the foregoing list of 
uey, .John W. Blake, Frallcis Goodhue. names can be found in our biographical cle
Oliver Chapin, vVilliam Fessenden, Joseph partment, and quite extended notic~s of 
Clark, .John Holbrook, Samuc:l Clark. Sam'l ~lic:alI Townshelld . Snmuel Wells, Samnel 
Elliott, James Elliott, .Jolla than Hunt, .Jr" ' Knight" ~oyall ~yl e ~' and Samuel Gale C,lllI

Thomas G. Fessenclen, Joseph Fessendell, be found III Hall s HIstory of Eastern Vcr

Jonathan D, Bradley, Edward A., Kirkland, mont. 
AK AC-\.DE~IYC. Townsley, L. G, .Mead, Paul Chase, 

}rost of the foregOing nfllnes can be seen , Was incorporated in 1801, and the building- , 

ill marble, at the cemeteries in this town, for the same eree-ted at the West village, 

it is impossible to obtain biographical The IInll in this building was IIsed for lown 

"E~T BHA1"f LE:BI' 

William H, 
la!tc. left. un 

teachillg tbe 
pri nuny sellO'·! , 
each sick W:lS 

The soil of lhi , 
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m eet ing's ulltil 1855, when the town con
struct.ed. a.t t.he East village, on ii'iain street, 
n la rge bIid:, two-st.or), hu ildillg for this 
purpose. The upper room is over 100 feet 
long. over GO feet wi ele, nncl 20 feet in 
h eight. 

II-EST BnATT"'EDO.no AC .-\DE:-IY A!\D FC:-1ALE 

"E~lTx .un. 

\\'illinm R Hnye~, a native of W est vil 
lage. left. an appropriation. by will, for 
bui ldillg <1n ftca demy l1t '<lid I'il lnge. The 
eonllition~ of t,he will having iJeen complied 
"'ith , tile huildi llg \vas erected in 18.'5:3. 

Rev. HimHl O rcntt . in 18i50. erec ted a 
large three-story bnilding ancl e'tal)li~h ecll\ 
fe1JJa le seminary nca r the olel ncnclelll),. anel 
the later one bui lt. in pHrt by the Haye~ 

H]JprOP1'iatio n, nnel , 1.1)' UO llBent. of pHrties. 
occupied the three 1.1uildings for th e semi
nary school. 

..\.t. t.he En~t village a high school1.1uilcling 
\";1S erec ted hy a joint stock company in 
1831. D eaeon .John Holhrook, ,J ohn L. 
Dic kerman Hnd otllers w ere first officers, 
eit her trustees or comm ittee for uuildin" , " 
this ~c ll ool house. The site wns pleasant, 
and all conditions seemed fa,\'Onl0 Ie, 1mt t.be 
sc llool never was prosperous for Hlly grea.t 
leng t.1l of t.ime. In 18401 . the honse was 
purcba~ecl by t.he clis t.rict to be u sed in 
teacbing the acl\'aneeel scholars from tile 
primary schools. [n 18G8, n wing upon 
eadl side \Vns 'Hleled. 

The soil of this township is similar to that. 
generall ), fonno. along tile Connecticut 
RiYcr, inten 'u ls of ~a. llcl, lo,ml allel g nl vel, 
1\-ith the t.imuer adapted to them. 

The principal st.renms are '\Yest River 
a ne! \'Vhe tstone Brook. The form er runs 
but >1 short di stance in town , entering it 
from Dumm erston. ucar the northeast 
corner. 

Whets tone .Brook rises in ;\'bl'IIJoJ'o and 
rim s throug ll tltis town nea l' tLte centre, 
affording exce llent water privileges. occu 
pied by >1 variety of mills and ot·lter 
machinery. 

The Conneeticu t R ive r i ~ crossed at the 
south part of the East vilIn.ge by a bridge, 
connect.ing this tOWll wit.h 1-linsc\nle, N. H . 
The first bridge was built in 1804.. Oliver 
CIHlpin was a p ioneer in t.his enterprise a ne! 
olvucd f\ large share of stock in the same. 
A few rods above this br idge was the gen
eml Ifmcling-place fol' m erclumdise, whiclt 

was formerly brought by ttHt. -boat~ from 
Hartford, Ct. After ';\Ir. John Holbrook
til e piolleer of thi.., method of freig htin O' 
goods to Rmt.tleiJoro-hnd niJandoned im
porting West Illdia good~ to t.h is placo, th e 
boatiug bu~il1ess was cal'l'iud Oll mall~- years 
by G. C. l-bll. F . Goodhue cl;; Son, ,John R. 
Ehlke &; Co., &c. F rom 1828 to 1881 th ese 
gentlemen. with ot.her en terpri sing mell in 
to"-1I8 on the rh'el', made cOlluncndahle 
e lforl s-\\,orthy of a gre,lter SUCC('~~ tlplll 
they achieved-to 113vigat.e t.he ri,'u r by 
steall1. But some of those el lle rprising 
Ille n have Ii ved to sec a· great.er s ucce~s, hy 
using the river hnnk on whi ch to employ 
steum . thall tile most "mguille of th em e l'er 
clnred to h opu fro111 using the river. The 
8te,1\11 cars first. entereci ErattlelJoro in F eb
ruary , 1848, br inging such ,1 multitude of 
visi tors that the hotels could not ,lCCO lll0
chlte t.hem . 

* F1'om Thoml)$OIl'., Oazeltur. 
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FlRS'f CRunCH IN BRATTLEBORO.descendants of Captain Tb.omas, we not.ice, 
blwc " bO::lt IV 11icI! they now keep a t the F or the followi llg ancient, papers, relating" 
Mme place wb.ere he rowed the heroic to the e<ll;liest religious history of this town, 
:::ita.rk ::Icro% the COllnccticut Rive!' when we 'Ire indebted to N. B. Williston, E~Cj" 
on his wHy t,o llse forcihle , and, as events I long a,nel favora,uly known in this COl1l Ill n· 
Bhowecl. fully elemon~trated nrgn lllents at nity, hut more extensively::lS president of 
Bellnington, to prove thM the English the First National Bank in this place: 
troops had ,. got too far from Oa nada, " [COpy]. • 

I l\'DJAN' HELle,;. "BRAT'l'LEB01W ApI'il 18 176!J." 
I', . I' . I· ,,1. f d '" F' " At a meeting of thc sullseri!.Jers of tbeI nc Ian Ie ICS 1.1\e uc~n olin neill. 01 t agreement. relating to the settling of a 

Dnll1111er, and we have m our posseSS IOn au ),oLiuister, on Tue~chLY the 18th day of April, 
Indian pipe·bowl, tlint ul'l'ow·heads. and a 17()9, regnl<trly wUl'l1eel nt. one o'clock ill the 
stone pestle for pOllndillO' corn, They were' iI!te l'll~O n, after choosing .. x·.JoI~n Arllls, 

BRAl'TLEBORODGfI _ 

"We the Sn bscriber, 
Clerk to Wal'll a Meetin", 
to toe Agreement relll~L_ 
o.f a 'iliinisstcr to be hell. 
the first. Tuesday of . 
oC lock in the ai'tern o ... 
npon til(; Following a. 
CllUS5C n Moderator 2d; 
Minds With respect tI: . 
upon Probat.ion for Set " 
as they Chuse 3dly if ' . 
to Cbuse " Committee I 
tel'. " 

. Signed Danl Whippl 

Israel Field -Iasper l' 

Wright ,John Arms Su.

Nichols Natban Ohura!. 

Israel :Fielcl . 


BRATTLEBORO 

., After Choosing Ca 
erator the following Vo· 
the Notifi cation Voted . 
to preach for Two Sat · 
tion for Settling, one 
11erc. 

Art 4, Voted tbat ' 
H enry WelJs &; Nathan 
mittee to Agree with ) 1. 

7th Art Voted to ,Joi!': 
·three years in Settlint!: 
Voter! to adjon l'n this}! 
aft,er choosing Oapt ~ 
Harris & Oliver Cook\: 

Article !Jtb Vo.ted G. 
be t,he Person to su(: Ltl • 
r efuse payiDg their 
assessments. Voted 11 
Guilford for three ye:;r • 
the Sa.lary & one sixth 
ment & Mr Reeve p 
til ern , they Loseillg 
weatlter prevents h is 

.\rt :3 Voted to Sell~ 
" A Copy of the A" 

mit.tce with }lr Heeye 
" We the Su bscri!Jt,r • . 

a COlllm ittee to Agn't 
Abner Reeve with I 
ment & Sa,llary, by tC. 
ing to tbe settling a II 
of Brattl ebo.rout!:b. 
behalf of Said ~uL . 
Form Followiu!!. .. 
retn rn to p)'eacli for 
ml'ndati on fl'om under' 
t.he Mem !.Jel's of the C':' 
Grove-tb.a.t he b,)s Pl'l . 
one of the neigh bori n,! . 
ing that oe has been in 
a .\[ini sst,()l' of the t .. . 
Go.od O!laracl-\'r w!lilt; .. 
'Ye Ellg,t,l:'e (,0 pay tlw , 
Sum of fifty Pounds=', 
towards hi s settlement, 
yea)'ly until Paid. AI. 
Pouuds said Clll'l'encY 
S<111ary (\:; the ('Ulll of t~. 
of said Curl'ency for 1'.." 

, '" , ' 
fOllnd !.Jy Mr, Hollnnd Pet,tls , some 80 ycars 
since, when ploughing in "The Cove" 
ne8 ]' West HiveI'. His plough point threw 
np a human skull. It 11',)8 clearly appa rent, 

, , . " ' 
upon exam ll1l1twn, that. t,he l!ldlvlcln,d (be· 
lieverl to be nn Indian chief) was buried in 
a sitt.ing posture, anrl t.he >lITow·henns, pipe 

, , . ' 
an,cl pestle were buned With lum., ~bat h e 
nught not ellter upon another lIfe \\,Ith 
the same clest,itntion of tbe me'1llS of pro· 
tectio11 Hnrl defenee a.s he entered upon 
tl '. 'if A 'f ,I' f' " '- "1, bl the H(I]olll'ned ]}Ieetlng, that the subscniJers 

)15 ,e. 1,IC es 0 ,), mOle pell, I,). e Imay approve or Disapprove thereof. 3r1 
natUre, long smce decayerl, were probably 
blll'icd with him. A so n of iYIr. Pet.ti~-

IV, H , Pl;!ttis-wbo ga.ve us the foregoing 
information and t.ue· relics afore·named, 
ga.ve ·vent to his clllOtions >IS follow s: 
'It 1 tl Id h' f . '1 d l' 

. . was lere ., 0 c ,e .tam once .m e Hscanoe, 
Wi th hiS band of red wnrnors. so vnlHu~ tly t.l'ne, 

Upon the dal' \< bosom of the slow.henvlng wave, 
T,I1 he pas$ed from hlS wal's to the shadowy grave." 

In conseqnence of this and other evi· 
dences of the proclil'itives or alJilit.ies of 
W. H. Pett is in this departmcnt of hnman 
express ion, we have for many ye,\rs called 
him the" Bard of ,Ves t Hiver." 

Indian hieroglyphics can now !.Je seen 
upon rocks in 'Vest Riyer Cove, anu, froIll 
location and circnmstances. it is believed 
t,hat t!lis place was one of tue favorite reo 
sorts of the wild red man of the forest, 

• J 
A!.Jout sixteen year~ ago Mr. Newmn.n 

Allen , whose fUrlll IS on 'Vest RiveI' 
meadows, found two partially decayed 
hnIllan skeletons. II.! olle of the skulls "'as
" found an old·faslllone(l lea(l mnsket !.Jail, 
nnd there was a hole in the craniu lTl where 

E~q'r ,)loderator the folio \\'lll 0' votes were 
pass'd 1st Voten th,H those snb:scri!.Jero 11'110 

shall move out of TO"'II shn.ll be released 
fro'.11 pn.yillg anr money~ in consequence of 
their. Becomll1g subscnbcrs to. the 'lbove 
mentIOned agreement, except snch manics 
as ~ha ll !.Je a~se~scd pnor t.O tbeir Remol'al. 
2d Yoted to chose Mess SaIll'1 Wells E sqr 
.John AI:ms n,nd lIenry '~;ells , that they be 
a eonumttee to eonfer With GlII lfonl COIll· 
miltee as t,o what proportion Eaeh To\\'n 
Illust, p,\y towards set tieing' n Millistc·r, &; 
towards his sallary &. for ,,'II»t time to .Join 
Togetl!er & mnke ]'~port. of their Doill~'s to 

the ball entercd. It. i~ pos~ible, and it. seems I176!J it. "Was Voted not to Settle ::VII' 

quitc pl'Ohai.Jle, t.hal. these were the remains Chun'il .·' 

of Fa.irbank Moore li nd son, of Fort DOIl1- - -·' -J-l-- A--- - ---I-J· -l-h--t--tl--I-t 


. .,'," 0111 rms wa~ g rall ( a er () le a e
mer, who were ktlled on these meadows by D OC I Willard Arllls, of this tOll'n, who died J. 
the Indians, years ago, aged 82 years, " 

Voted that tlI is meeting i.Je adjonl'llcd to 
Friday the 21st Ill~ t,)nt, . at 2 o'dock. 

At 'the adjOlll'necl meeting of tlH' sIlb· 
scribers on Frirluy the 2bt of April at TII'o 
o'clock in the afte rnoon , after chos--; ing 
Ben'n But.t.erficld Moclerato r in the Bam of 
.John A.rms who was so much Inclissposecl 
he cou ld not attend the followi n G' \'otes 
~'e ]'e pa.sserl: . , ~ 

1st Voted th at 11 Mi nisster be procored 
to prl'ac:h for til<' Term three 'il{ont,hs IIJlon 
probation for settling bim 8; The Town of 
Gnilford to pH)' for one1lIontu & and have 
preaching one third of the Time. 2nd 
Voted that the Snm of Sixteen Ponnds. 
York Currency, he )'aised, for the Plll'pose 
a.foresaid, the one Half to be levied on th e 
PoJ1s ,~ the Other Half upon the real & 
pelsonal Estat,es. 3dly Voted that Sam 
Wells Esqr, .Jobn Arms & Henry Wells be 
asses,ors. 4thly Voted that Henry Wells 
be Collector. 5t,hly Voted Henry "i;Vells i.Je 
t.I,e P erson to sue for & Receive the money
th at Shall be as,essed. 6th ly Vokd that 
Capt Benjamin Butterfield, Sam Wells 
E~qr &; .John Arms bl;! a Committee to ])1'0 ' 
cure n'iliinister upon proi.Jation as Afore· 
said. " , I ' T

.' At. tlIe AdJonrned J'V eetIng on u('sdaY
Dt'e' r 5tll 176'0 at 2, oClock P. 'ill. 1:I)OD 
reconsidering tbe Vote Pas'd Nov'r 14th 
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BnATTI,EBOIlOllGH Feby 19th 1770 In 1')" also the sum of TiIirty Foul' Pouuds 
" ,Ve tbe Subscribers Desire tile Towu silid Currency for the Tllil'(l Ye:us SH lJnry, 

Clerk to W!\.\'U a Meeting of tile Su b,;cribers Provided iHr Reeve Cont.iuues to Su pply 
to th e Agreemcut relnt.iug to tLw Settliug the Pulpit in Brnttiebol'Ougil h~lf tile Time 
of a Miuissler to be helrl at. Mil.iO;· Arills ou for &; During the said Tllree ycars, Sick 
tile first Tuesday of Marcil next a( Olll! uess onl y Excepted . Til e Above sa id 
oCloe l;: iu t.lle aJ't.eruoon To ad. .\:; Vote yearly Pa.ymeuts to "'e made oue Third 
upon the F ollowing art icles Viz 1st. to Cash- Tbe Other 1',,0 Tilircls iu Mercllllut
ebussc a. Mocl erntor 2c11y To Signify their able Produce Ht the lIiarket Pl'iee to be 
;Uincls Vfith respcct to hiriug a Miuisstel' Delivered at. such Place as J.Ir R(;eve >hall 
UpOIl Probation for Selt-liug, 01' otbcrwise, appoillt iu said B!'a ttleborouQ:h. " -lwre
as tile), Chuse Selly if they Chu sc to hire. unto we have set our Hauds tilis Day .Tul y 
to Cllll,e ,1, Comm ittee to proeurea :Hiuiss- 8rl 1770 at Brat.tleborough" 
tel'. ,. Sigucd "S,UIL WELLS 

• Sigued Danl Whipple .Malachi Ch urch NATHL CHCRCH 
Israel Field .J asper Patridze Sylvester HE!\J\Y WELLS" 
Wrigbt .Tohu Arrn s Sam l Wells ,Villium " I.Y e the Sub~crjbers clesi re tile T own 
Kicbols Katilan Church .Jonatllau Chu reil Clerk to wal'll a Meeting of t.he Snbsc.riiJeJ':; 
Israel Field. to the A,gl'eemenl r~lating to Settliug a 

BRATTI.EBOIlOUGH July 5th 1770 minister To be held at Esqr Wells's on 
)fouclay the twelvtil D,1,Y of N ovcrnber 

" After Cil oosing Capt BIHterfield Mod- Next Olle oCloek in tile afternooll to 
era tor the rollowi\lg Votes were Pass'd of V t d I f II . A' 1 
th" Notl'fieatiou 'Toteel to Hir" 111' Ueeve 0 e au act. upou t 1e 0 oWlDg rtlc es 

~ ~ • Vi z ht To ciluse a Modem.tor.' 2dly to 
to preacil for Two SablJaths upou 1'roba- reconsidered tile Vote passecl at the tast 
tiou for Settliug. one at Guilforcl·& oue Meet iug in orcler to mise mouey fOl' .Mr 
herc. Reeves oettlement and Sallary. 3dly To 

Art 4. Voted tiltH S"ml Wells Esql' pass a VOLe to pay tile Collector for his 
Henry W ells &. Nat.hau Chlll'ch be ,1, Conl- Tl'OulJle of Collecting. 4thly to Raise 
mittee to ~~1'ee "'itll iV[r Heeve. mouey to pay tile Charge of brin&~ng NIl' 

7th Art voted to .J oin 'Vit.h Guilford for Reeyes Family &; Goods from li'lclley . 
t~l'ee yea.rs in SettlhJg .i\Ir. ~eeve. Las~ly 5t.hly To raise money to ma ke up De
v oted to,ldJouln tlllsl\IeetlU", toJu ly 1810, fi cieucy of Last Years rate." 
aiter ehooslUg Capt Butterfield, Oliver . . 

Harris &. Olivl'r Cooke assessors" I Bruttleborough Oct 25tll 1770 


Article \Jtll Voted that Timothy Church Sigued SA)IL ,VELl.S 
be Lbe Person t·o sue t.ilose Who Neglect or BEKJAmX BUTTERFml.D 
refuse paying t.heir proportion of any DAXL WHIPPLE 
assessmeuts. Voted that we will .Joiu with ,JORN S.\.l1GEKT 
Guilford for three years, they to p,IY half NA'l'H_' 1'1 CHunCH .TuN]{ 
the Salary & one sixtb Part of the Settle- EL[J,'R p ]{OU'l'Y 
ment eX:; J\h Heeve preacll half t.he Time for We lea.ru from the last (locullleut, iu the
tbern, they Loseiug tbe Tillie wheu bad 

foregoing, tlint the fir st sc ttled minister inweather prevent.s his preaciling There 
~-\.rt 3 Voted to Settle Mr Reeve." t.his town Cllme from Hadley. We hnve 
.. A Copy of tbe Agreement of the Com Dl auy more aucient papers, similar in kincl , 

mit.t.ee with ?l1r Reeve " but tltey [l.re of uo fa.rther use thau to fiud 
" We the Subscribers being Duly Chosen 

nflmes of tile efl.rly settlers whicll nre sig-neda Committee to Agree with the Reverend 
Almur Heeve wit.h Re~pect. to his Settle to them. We give the names below. uot 
illunt & Sallary, by the Subseribers, relat giveu heretofore, as follows, 1i6\J to 1786: 
ing to thu settliug a Minisster iu tbe Towu .Ja.cob Spalclin, Abner Scovell, Oliver
of BrattleborouO'h, do hereby Agrte in 

Harris, Josia.h Wbeeler , Thos. Cumpton,l.Jehalf of Said §'ubscribers, in Manuel' &; 
Form Followin!2,'. That if 1\11' Ree ve Shall Wm. Weune, Wm. Brall , Richard Prouty, 
retul'U to preach for us &; Briug a Recom Doct. DickcrDlan, J olJu Hought.on, Eli shfl 
mE'ndat.ion from uDlier the Hand of Teu of Pierce, Eben'rHowze, ' ·Vrn. Ellas. Ben.i'm t.he Members of tile Cburch of Blooming 

Go rten, Joseph Whipple, David Church,Grove-that Ile has presided over. or from 
one of the ueighboring Hinissters Signify Lemuel K endrick, Seth Smith, J oshua 
iug thlll he has b(,eu in Good Stancling ·a<; Wi lder, Ebenezer H ad ley, ,Jonathan H er
a }-[iniss(.("r of the Gospel &. slIf;tflinucl a rick, Silas Houghtoll . .Josepil Burt , Eben' r 
Good Character wbile he has resided therc, 

Fish(~ r , O. Cook. ,Tohu Griffin, Saml ,Var,Ye ElIga.ge to pay thc sai l1 }[r Reeve th e 
Sum of fifty Pounds New lork CUl'reuev riner, Daniel .Johnson. 

towa rds hissett lemcnt, 01lE' bil'll part in cll~h 
 The following was eaEecl forth in reply
ye.arly until P<lid. Also the S11m of Thirty to a· resolu tion or vote of the towu. Sept.Pounds sa.iel Currency for t.he first YCi\)'S 
Sallary & the su m of Thirty Two POUUdR 23. 1774, as follows: 
of said Cl\I'rency for tbe seconcl '\."ears Sa.!- " At town meeting assembled voted, that 
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the Rev. Abner Reeve be the se ttled lUin- 1 pocket the loss rather thRn appeal to the law. 
ister of this town upon his aceeptance Though ;'\11". Reeve was the first settled 
hereof "nd relinquishing from this date the minister in this town, t·llere was, previous 

J
eOl'euant, ma.de by him with many of tile I to his advent here, occ<1sional preaching 
inllabitants of this town for his support, <1t" Fort Dummer, " but we do uot learu 
for so long a time-and 110 longer-as he Ith e names of tbe preachers, the cleuomina· 
is ahle to supply tbe pulpit with preaclling, . tion, or frequ ency of tb eir minist.rntious. 
on this couditiou, ho"!e l'er, tllat the said 'Ve lea rn Mr. Heevc was a graduate of 
nIr. R eeve by virtue IlCreof. i)e not entitled IYalc College, aud £. \tller of .Judge Tapping 
to any iu·ncZ in this t.Qwn givCll by ]J"u.olic R eeve wllO fonnded the fnmous "Law 
Ctui7wI'ity to the fird seltled 111inistCl". " I School" at Lilcllfkld, Ct., and was priuci,

The next vote stat.es t.he amount of sai>ny I pal of til a!. inst itution as late as 181G. Rev. 
and how it sllall be paici , in barter, &;c., all Abner Reeve was of the order cnllec1 N. 
showing sharp practiec, and " di sposition, E. Calvinistic Congrcgat.iollalist. Except· 
011 the part of the town, to obtain the gos- iug the forcign element. that denomination 
pel with tbe lenst possible expense. illr. was the inost numerous in tll is tow n up to 
Reeve made in writing t.he following reply, 18-15 . if not at t.lle prcsclJt time. tbus gi,·ing 

"GEN'l'LE)IEN : You have sent me a con- evidence that tlw iufluence of :lfr. Heeve 
ditional vote, "'itll which I cordially COlll- yet lives. He was settled in [770. and 
ply , if your mClming and intention be uot closed Ilis labors al)out 17(1-1. 

to weaken or destroy lily claim to tile ltENUNC IA'l'W" OF 'l'HE P1:LPI'f, BY 'l'HE 
Lands in tllis town granted to the first I'IIlST PAS'l'OR IN BRATTLEllono, I~ 1702. 
settled miuistel" of t.llc Go;;pel, previous to 1 Among old papers prcseJlted us by Hou. 
passilJg said vote. " I LaFayct.te Clark, we Ilavefound, from the 

"Cpon receiving the communication of pell of Almer Reeve, his letter of resigna
Mr. Reeve, the town acted upon tllc same tiOll in 1702. Tllongll this document gives , 
in this wise: a n idea of tile situ<ltion of pn~tor and people 

"Voted tllat III is town do not iutend by eighty years ago, it needs but little, if any,. 
the preccding vote r.o weakcu or destroy alteration to adapt it to modern uses, or 
any claim which the Rev. Abner Recve a description of the ~ituation of tile 8nc
heretofore Ilad to the right of lands in tllis cessors sin ce tllat time. 
town, grauted to the finst settled minister, copy OF TIm REV. ABNER REEVE'S 
or to (I,(ld any stnngth thereto." RESIGN),TION. 

BraUleborougll Sept 24- 1774
"Tllere being unhappily, to my great 

Th e foregoing m·e true copies of the Grief of Mind, differences subsistiug in the 
record. Towu of Brattleboro, witll respect to my 

A.tt.est, SA~IL KNIGHT, further preaching the Gospel to the Inhab· 
Town CIeri;:. itants of said Town in virtne of a fonner 

It is an old sa)ing, and became an adage, Ivote t.hereof. "For healing said Differences, 
" ?orporations have n~ sou I:." III dealing & for uniting th e sairl ~nha1)itants in broth
With anotller pastor In tIllS t.owu, some Ierly Love Jll the scn'ICc of onr com mOll 
years later, "e see another proof of t.hc Lord &; :i\faster, &; iu full Ilope tllat these 
truthfulness of this olel adage. 'iVith a . very imponallt purposes will be answered, 
p,1ckage of bills pa.id to the pastor, by the I do hereby disc laim for myself, my Hl"irs, 
proper olficer of the so cie ty. were two E x'ors & Adm 'ors all pretence to any 
couuterfeit bills. The society refused 1·0 salary, by virtu e of >lny vote of t.h e lnhab
make the matter right, because the pastor it.ants of sa id T own, in legal meeting 
w~s paid with the veritable money obtain~cl assembled, to uecome due &; payauk after 
fr011l subscribers for his support, anel the the clate hereof.. . 
collector could not tell from whom t.be bad Provided always &; this writing is on this 
bills came. Every indi\'idual in that express Condition that all lIrrearnges of 
society knew better than to I;l1ake so mis· Salary be settled, illcludiog the tim e to tile 
era.ble a. pretext, fOT such an outmge aga.inst date hereof, or pa.id to me my heirs Ex·ors 
a mun who dug his potatoes or cut his Adm'ors, the oDe half on or before 3d of 
wood. All kuew tile poor minister would A.pril next & tile other half the 3d day of 

October next, . a nd tll:. · 
priviledge of preacll iL", 
house as heretofore whe~ 
sllall be employed by I.;" 

town , or by a Com'e :1; 

pO>;<:', upon such pay 
it ouslv liP o·ivell lJIe 1..

"b • 

" part tllcrcof. Givc.n 
8d Oct'r 17DZ. 

)fr. Heeve died ill 1; 
l,yC find the followi!... 

tbl' headstoue at hi~ _ 
stood the old meelin.;" .• 
onic::1ted: 

HEY. AB1'.."'T._. 
Died May th . 
In the 91 y eW" 

ullder the infirmitib 
·Wells settled in town . 
Bigg-Ieswacie in Eng]; 
t.W(·llty-three years a 
Brow l1sgrove jn W ur 
was IlL Ollee invited 
cDnrgc of the ('h tl"" 
en tered upon 11 is \' 
Cong· . .Manllal. 

The large. spa 
~t the \V est yilt 
b:· tire Febrll:l y;. ':! 

30llletime pr~n 
R p,. lIIr. Wells, . 
m e oced a rapid. 
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October next, and that I may ha.ve the 
pl'iviledge of preaching in the meeting 
house a.s heretofore when no other preachel' 
shall be employed by tile selectmen of said 
town, or by a Com'e appo int.eel for the pur
po.cC', upon such pHy on ly as shall gratu
itonsly 1>e given me by SHiel Inhabitants or 
a part thercof. Givan uneler my hand the 
3d Oct'r 1792. ABNER RKEVE.'· 

:lIr. R~eve clicel in 1'198, aged 90 years. 
\Ve find thc follo\';-jng inscript.ion upon 

the hrarls tone at hi s gnlve, ncar where 
stoo,l the old meeting-house in which he 
otfi (::a t.eel : 

REY. ABNE}'l REEVE, 
Dieel '?IIay the 16th, 171)8, 
I u tlte \J1 yem' of his age. 

"Fnrewe!l UCOl' friends, 
We purt in Pf1il1, 

Bnt llOpe to Jive 
And meet ngnin.ll 

" About the tim e Mr. Reeve was sinking 
uOller the infinnitie'.; of age, Rev. William 
IV plls settled in town. He was a n:,tivc of 
Bigg-leswade in Englan d, and had been for 
tWl'nt.y-tbree years a dissenting minister ai 
Bl'Ownsgrove in IVorcestershire, Eng. He 
,,-as at on<:e invited to take tlle spirit-ual 
cbarge 6f the chlll'ch and society, Rnd 
entered upon his work in l'IIar(;h, 1794." 
Cnng. Manual. 

l\[1'. IV ells cl id not offie iatc in the first 

m(~l'ting-ho\l se, whicl,l stood close to the 
old cemetery on the Ilill, for in l785, a new' 
and spaciolls house was built, for the 
accolllllloclatlOn of the who le town, nea r 
the site of the present one at the West vii· 
lage. In March , 1814, Mr.. Wells gave up IWalhr to .Jan. 1,1878; Rev. George E. 

'Wells, whose res idence was neur by, at the 
place now owned hy Cha.rles A. Miles, had 
been in the habit of officiating two 01' three 
times a month at the East village, in tile 
olel school·house, then stamling on the 
Villagc Common. The room was too 
small, and a proposition was lllH,le to build 
a house of wO'rsl1ip at the East village, in 
which services should be hel,l a part of the 
time without dividing the parish. This 
plan not mceting with general favor in t11e 
town, it WitS determined to form a new 
society, crect a house and invi te !\II'. Wells 
to he their minis t.er. 

Grimla ll R. Ellis, Esq., deeded to the 
society (·l1e land now known as the Village 

I Common, on cond ition that the llew edifice 
be located there. The new society acted 
in conformity with said condilions in 1815, 
but in 1842, lost all claim to the land by 
removing- the llOuse and neglecting to fence 
the grounds. 

Rev. 1'111'. IVelis accepted the il1\7ilation 
of the parish , and was tlIC first minister 
who occupied the pulpit in the first meet.
ing-hollse built. in tlus village. He officiated 
h ei'e less t.hnn three years, thus c losing his 
long mJl1ist.ry of sixt.y years, nnd died at 
his home in December, 1827, aged eighty· 
thre e yea rs. His sueccssors havc beeD as 
follows: 

TIev. Jonatlian l'IIeGee, from .Jan. 1:3, 
181[), t.o SepL. 10, 1834; Rev. Chas. Walker, 

· from Jan. 1,188.5, to Feb. ~l, 1846; TIev. 
A. H. Clapp, from Oct. 14, 1846, to Nov. 
1;"5 , l illiS; Rev. George P. Tyler, from Nov. 
16, 1858, to 1866; Hev. N. Mighill , from 
October, 1867, t.o 1875; R ev. Geol'g~ L. 

hl~ charge, the .car~ of tnc whole town 
bemg too llluch fo r illS advanccll years and 
infirm health. He WAS su(;(:eedcd by Rev. 
Caleb Burge, \\'llO o1l'1ciatecl from 1814 to 
181D. Hev..Teele-dial! L. Stmk otfieiRtec1 
from 1821 to 1830; Hev. Corbin Ki,lder 
from 1839 to 1845; TIev..foseph Chand'ler 
from 1845 to 1870. Prescn t. pastor, 118'7\)), 
R~\-. C. H. }Iel'l'ill. 

The large. spacious meeting-honse, built 
'at the \Yest village in 1785, was dest.royed 
b~- fire Fcbrnar}' 2, 1845, lwd the smaller 
om', now sta nding in the same place, was 
built in 1846. 

Somctime previous to the resignation of 
Rev. Mr. Wells, the East village ltau com· 
meoced a rapicl, thriving growth. Ml'. 

)lartin, engaged for one yea.r from July 1, 
1878. Since has received an invitation to 
become settleel pastor by orclim,tion in 
,July, 1879. 

Hev. Mr. Wells was eminent in that 
,lepartmeut of ministeria.l eluty in tlte 
olelen tilue-visiting. The children were 
al ways glad to sce Lite plefisan L olel Engl ish 
gen t.leomn, in a.ntique costume, and his 
iuexlJ,lUstlble fund of anecdote and s tory, 
his nn e tHtnlcLive social qualities, with 
much of the kindly and sympathetic in his 
oat,nre, endeared him to the homes of joy 
or slldness. 

His clfl.ughter. MISS HANNAH WELLS, 

establisllecl til e first Sa.bbath school in this 
village, and employed much of her time 
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in advancing the prosperity of that insti
tution. Auother daughter, Mrs. Freeme, 
the widow of a Liverpoo l mcrclumt, came 
here from EnghIDel some years after the 
death or her fatlIer . A few ycars a.fter 
she had made alterations alld refitted the 
old l'csideuce of ller fat her, t.he house 
burned iu the uight time, and slle wit,h her 
house, nice paintings, furniture, barn , 
horses, carriages, &c. , werc desl,royed. 
At this fire , which occurred in 1849, we 

noticed in the air, hig h a bove the flames, 
a large collection of hirds, d rawn thither 
by the light from the surrounding dark
ness. This circumstance was happily 
alluded to by Rev. lVir. Mot t, iu a funeral 
sermon on this occasiou, by suggesting 
that those little winged messengers might 
have come to escort her spirit to mansions 
of the blesse(1. 

.Most generally the flnale to all sermons 
by Mr. Wells were iu these words: "Con
sider well w,lat has been saicl and may 

labors have been acceptable and useful, 
and, as 1 hope, canllot fail of affording me 
great satisfacti on. 

"Being c()llsiderably advauced iuto the 
vale of years, tlle slladows of the eveuillg' 
are growing 10llg lin d the nig ht of death 
fast approaching w itb respect to me. 
This, llowever, [do not in t he least regret. 
But so 10llg as I sustain my present reIn · 
tion to the society in this tOWIl. and health 
a nd capacity for usefnlness remain, be 
assured 1 silall , with great pleasure, con
tinue the services above·men tioned, well 
knowing that the sober, virtuous anet 
religious character of young men is of 

I' inflnite importauce \.0 themse lves, ' to thei r 
frie uds, and to the com munity at large. 
That you, my young fnends, may COlllinue 
to be useful in life, the sup ports aud oma· 
ments of religion when my head is laid 
low in the d ust a.nd my lips closed ill per· 
petua.l silence, and that we Illay a.ll at last 
have a lmppy meetillg in the world above, 

God give you understanding." His laconi c i never more to pa rt, is the ardent prayel' 
commenlu.l'Y upon "the SerlllOIl on the of your sincere friend aud aifrctionate 
Mount," reminds us of the brief defence pasLor, W ),[, WELLS." 

by Patric k Henry 01' tile dissentin g minis- FIRST CH UR CH I N EAST VILLAGE OF 
tel's in Virginia, ~ir, Wells, after reading BRATTLEJ30HO. 
the concluding words of the chapter, viz.: Fourteen members withdrew from the 
" And the people were astonis lI ecl at his church at West Brattleboro and July 15 
doctrine," &c.: gave a general glauce over \ 1816, the new e:hurch was o:'ganized, \\'it~ 
tile congregatlon, as lIe closed. tile Blble, 
and simply but impressively said, " and 
tQeU they might be." 

Amoug old papers left 11y Stephen 
Greenleaf, Esq., wc are gratified to fiud 
the following letter from the pen of Ylr. 
Wells. Tbis letter was di recLed to Mr. 
Hu ssell Hayes, but, judging from its con· 
tents, it was fur the s turle n'-~ of the old 
academy: 

BltATTLEBORO, Marc.;h 20, 1808. 
"}{y YOUNG FnrENDs:-I am mu ch 

pleased and com fo rted with your respect
fu l address, Those lectures at the academy 
would have been begull many years a,go, 
had not a series of bodily in disposition 
prevented. "(ben it pleased God to favor 
me with returuing health, I did not know 
any wa.y in whi e:1l I cO llld bc used more 
agreeably to myself, or with better pros, 
pect 0 f success, than to Ilav e an occa.sional 
service in the wi uteI' season partic.;ularly 
suita ble for young men u.nd youth growing 
up iuto life. To lind, therefore, that those 

Rev. Wm. Wells as pastor , and .John Hoi. 

brook set a pa.rt as deaco n. During the 
short mini stry of 11'11'. Wells, the chmch 
was iucreased by the addition of seventy· 
ei!!,ht members. Tbe new ed ifice was 
dedicat ed August 2~, 1816. Rev. Samuel 
Willard, of Deerfield, offered the dedica· 
tory prayer', and R.ev. Mr. Pratt, of West· 
moreland, the concluding prayer. 

Tbe successor of ..\h. \Vells-Rev. Jona· 
than McGee-was a gr" du fLte of Williams 
College and of the Theological Seminary' 
of Andover , ~lass . At his ordination, 
J·anu ary 1, 18W, the sermon was preached 
by Rev. Samuel Taggart, from II Cor, 
4th chap., 5th verse. This was the first 
ordin at ion that had taken place in Brattle· 
boro, although tilere had been stated 
preaching in the town for more than fi fty 
years, 

During tile ministry of Rev. Mr. McGee
of nearly fift een years, 281 members were 
added to the churcb. Duriug the last fOllr 
years Mr. McGee rema.ined in his clun ge., 

unusual interest on Ihe ;m l ' 

In 1881 , speciR.1 eifor~s 

vario us parts of New E~. _ 

tile clJUrches by holdiu. 
ings, . and co ncentratiD~ " 
"hil it)' or severa.J towu> : 
places "8 were deerued tl u: 
such a purpose. These 
so successful that man)' U· 
n too limited time, and 
continue th ese meetiugs ~ 
seemed to attend them. 
th ey were exteud eci and oi . 
of "protr'!ll~tecl meetings ." 
ployed, for weeks a nd II! 

th e most gifted eloqu 6 
ministrations that could' 

occasions were 
Great powers of originalil,:' 
of him, and he must be a . 
ward old tl'uth s in a new, s.. 
so as to not only arouse . .. 
asleep in Zion," but tho"" 
been careless and indiffe 
ual interests. 

Curiosit.y and the love or 
and exciting elrew the al:.~ 
to tlIese meetiligs, who wo:::.· 
n(:;ss and despair. Old 
were made to feel 

II But 011 , this wretched b 
It m ny deceive IDe still , 
And while I look for j"y_ 
May plunge lUe down to _ 

R.ev. iYIr, Boyle comm,' 
at th e Congregu.tional ch 
mon , in the monl h of ); 
and continued his labor
Sabbatb and eveniJJg un' l 
~uary, 1833. In hi s arl' 

lemn, el oqll ent a nd imr. 
sUllo noisel ess, crowded L-. 
•• no room for mi rth OT tn::. " 

soon is past." .A r E' \' , 

ti nned and ()f great po,,·' 
ac(;0 l1lpaniecl the;,e exer. ' . 
('burcl.! members of l o·' 
this lighl of other days .... : 
a" tben, old thing" with ,
away and all things beca 
felt confid ent thu.t tbe • 
and au approving God .rt:

movemen ts, Some good 
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large additions were made to this chureh. 
From 1881 to 1833, there was manifested 
unusual interest on tIle subject of religio n. 
In 1881, special efforts were made, in 
various parts of New E ngland, to revive 
the chlirches by holding four-clay meet
ings, aud concent.rating the ministerial 
abilit.yof several towns to assist at such 
places ;IS were deemed the most proper for 
;;uch a purpose. Tllese measures proved 
so successful Lilat many thought foul' days 
a too limited time, and were loth LO dis
continue these meetings so long as ~ncceSR 
seemed to attend tllem. Consequently 
t.hey were extended an e! obtained tIle name 
o[ " protnlc:tec\ meetings," where was em
ployed, for weelrs and montlls togethel', 
the most gifted eloquence and talented 
ministrations that could be obtained. The 
itinerant preachers elemanded for tbese 
occasions were called " Evangelists." 
Great powers of originality were expected 
of llim, and be must be able to bring for
ward old truths in a new, startling manner, 
so as to not only arouse" tltose tllat were 

fessed Christians disaplJroved of so mucll 
excitement, though they rejoiced to see 
tIl e attentio n gi ven to religion by those 
hitherto avcrse to tlle subject. Others 
condemned t.he whole th ing; "lith tbem it 
was "all emot.ional religion, an an imal 
exci tement, tIlat WOUlll soon pa8s away, 
leaving the churr.hes in worse condition 
tll;w beforc." A theological or spiritual 
nutrimcnt so lligllly stimulating, WQuid 
render the former good gospel prea ching 
distasteful or insipid, and tIl e faithful old 
pastor, who llad baptized us tn 011 \ infancy 
and bmied our fathers, would be graciously 
informed certain wise men in the parish 
beg leave to suggest , for his consideration, 
the propriety of a change ill his field of 
usefulness. 

This prophecy, to some extent, proved 
true, but we hope some good was accom

I plished by diverting the attention of many, 
as it could be done in no other way, from 
tllis a.ll-absorbing tueme, " What shall we 

. eaL, whaL shall we drink, and wherewithal 
sllall we be clotlled?" If man, with tii s 

;lsleep in Zion," but tllose who had ever i wonderful , .mysterious combination of 
been careless and indifferent to their spirit
ual interests. 

Curiosity and the love of sOllletllillg new 
and exciting elrew the attention of many 
to these meetings, who went home in sad
ness aoel despair. Old church members 
were mae!e to feel 

"BtU oh, this wretched heart of sin-
It may deceive me still, 
Aud while I look fol' joys above, 
~Iny plunge me down to hell." 

Rev. l\'lr. Boyle comm<mced preaching 
at the Congregational church, on the COlli
mon, in the month of November, 18:32, 
and continued his labors almost every 
Sabbatb a.nd even iug until late in Feb
rnary, 1833. In his add resses, he wa 
solemn, eloquent und impressive, and the 
still. noiseless, crowded lIonse betokened 
" no room [or mirth or t rifting here if life 
so soon is past." A revival, long con
tilluecl and of great power, followed or 
accompa.llied t.he&e exercises. Some old 

mind ane! matt-er, can have no higller aspi .. 
rations without being stimulated thereto 
by unusual even ts, we feel resign ed when 
they occnr. 

Among LlIe church a.n d society that 
quictly sat uncler tIle ministmtions of Rev. 
Dr. ,Veils were those who coule! not sus
ta.in or c;ndure a state of affairs so different 

from the past. Therefore, and but a short 
time previous to the events tl.lluded to in· 
tue foregoing, the society dividcd and the' 
church bell, presented to the society by 
Gov. Hunt, of Vernon, and Dea. J. Hol
brook of this place, broke at tbe game
time. 

A minority portion of the society, culled 
Unitarian, built on ~lain street the second 
church en,cted ill tuis vilhtge, in the sum
lller of 1831. 

Rev. Jonatuan l\IcGee was dismissed by 
a lllutua.l council, Sept. 10, 1834, and .Tan
uary. 183·'5. Rev. Cha.des ,Valker was 

chll1'ell ll1ember$ of to-du.), look back t.o . install ed pastor elect. The sermon upon 
tllis lighl of other days with lieartfelt joy; 
as theil, old things with thell1 then passed 
8:way 'lml all things became new, and they 
felt confident that the sm iles of heaven 
a.nd an approving God rested upon these 
movements. Some good citizens and pro-

this occasi<ln WflS preached by Rev. 'iVil
l;u-d Child, of Pittsford, Vt. 

In the year 1842, the ch urch and society 
finding their house of won;hip very 1I1uch 
ou t of repair, and being si tu:1.ted too far 
north for the convenience of a large portion 
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·of tbe congregation , concluder! to remove IGeorge P. Tyler, of Lowville, N. Y., a 
it into Main street, neal' the old Brattle· native of Brattleboro. and graduate of Yale 
bol'O Bank. The meeting· house was . College and Union Theological Seminary, 
r emoved lind enlarged in 1842, and the 
lleirs of Francis Goodhue, Esq. , gltve the 
land to the society upon which the build· 
ing now sland s. It was dedicated .Jan. 
11 , 1848 The dedicatory serl110n was 
preached by 1\cv. Z. S. Barstow, D. D .. o f ' the co lln cil meL and di"missec\ Rev. i\1r. 
Keene, N. H. ; declicatory prayer by Rev. 
Amos Foster, of Putney. 

Rev. Cha.des Walker continued the 
pastor until Feb. 14, 1846, when he was 
dismissed by mutual council called for this 
purpose. Mr. Walker was a f earless, un
compromising advocate of the tempcrance 
cau se. H e possessed g reat moral power 
ancl a praiseworthy independence in advo
cating his views. His sermons upon 
special occasions showed grea t resea rch 
and extensive informatioll. The Church, 
under his teaching, was built up .and 
strengthened. The aclditions during his I gregation who were assemlJled on the 
minis lry were G2 by le t ter ancl 8.2 lJy pro- I occaSIon. 
Jessiou. During the pastol'ate of 1\11'. Tyle r there 

After the d ismissioll of Rev. Dr. vValker, was receivecl into th e ch urch 194 members, 
the pulpit was supplied by eli/ferent ones Iunci d.ming. tue latter part of his ministry 
until }[ay 23, 1::>46. when the society here m 18(H, ex t.cnSI ve alterat IOns were 
ex tended a call to Mr. .L Hunting ton I made in his house of worship. H e was a 
Clapp, of Boston, Mass. , theu enga.ged as Iman of n:u ch energy and originality, and 
a. professor in JIic1dl~bur'y Collegc. He 
was a graduate of Yale College and Ando
vel' Theological Seminary. After the 
usual examination by council he was 
ordained Oct. 14,' 1846. Rev. Dr. Blagden, 
of thc old South Ohllrch, Boston, preached 
the se rmon. 

Rev. :III'. ClltPP continued his hLbors 
witb great sa.tisfact ion to the church >lnd 
society until .Jan. 1, l tl5il, when, from aIleI'. A. H. Clapp addressed the church 
disease of the e\'es, he was induced to ask and society. 

leave of absenc~ for itt least foul' month s From the time of its orgamzation to 

that he mio'b t be under treatment for th~ . March. 180\), this church hlld recei ved 884 

di ffic ulty. '" ""-fter au ahsence of nearly ' members and six settled pastors. 

eight nlt-nths, ItDd under daily trulttmem, 
yet with(mt perceptilJle improvement, he 
·sent in his resignalion, to take effect Oct. 
14 . 1::;38, thai beillg thecloseof the scventh 
year of his ccnnection with this society. 
During the seven years Mr. Clapp was 
l)a.stor. 60 "'ere added lJy professlOn Hnd 
42 by letter. 

Immediately after Rev. Mr. Clapp had 
sent ill his res ignation the church and 
society unit ed iu extending a call to Rev. 

New York. He, having acce pted the call, 
commenced his labors as pastor, No v. 14, 
18~4, by a prCpllratory lecture for the com
l11union, and on the followiug Sabuath 
preached hi ;; first sermon. Nov. l.'i, 18.'i-±, 

Clapp ami examined Rev. nIl'. Tyler. This 
examinatiou proving satisfaclory, he \I'as 
th e next clay installcd pastor of the church 
and society. The sermon was preached 
by Re v. L. G. Buckingh'lm. of Springfielcl, 
~-Iass.; charge by Rev. Charles Walker, of 
Pittsford , VI.; right hand of fellowship 
by Rev. Joseph Chaudler; address to the 
peopl e by Hev. A. H. Clapp; conclucling 
prayer by Rev. Mr. Aiken. The fact that 
the two former pastors were. pregcn t and 
took part in the services, rendered it very 
solemn and interesting to the large con

zealous In defence of the govel'llment 
during th e late rebellion. That he was a 
faithful and efficient pasto]' has, we believe, 
neyer been questioned. In 1866, at his 
own request, he WitS dism issed from the 
charge of this church. He was succeeded 
by Rev. l'i'athani el Mighill , who was tn

s talled pastor in October, 1::>67. Rev. L. 
Buckingbam preached the sermon, and 

BIL\T1'LEBORO 'G NIT .-I. l\I AN CON GREGA

'l'IONAL SOCIETY. 

BY A F OR MER FASTon. 

After the death of Rev. William Wells 
D. D., which OCCUlTed in 1827, a larg~ 
number \If the members of the Cougreg~
tional society, then under the charge of 
Rev. Jonathan McGee. became dissatisfied 
with him as their pastor on account of cer
tain doctrines which he prea~hed, and 
because he refused to exchange pnlpit 
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;::e·. of Lowville, N. Y., a 
. B . . ' '001'0. and grad uate of Yale 

. ::.. ion Th~ological Seminary, 
He. having accepted the ca.ll. 

• 	 J ' labors as p>tstor, N ov. 14. 
!'l!paratory lecture for the com· 
I ou the foItowing SablJath 

. ' tl.rst sermo n. Nov. 1.'5, l8~.j" 
:J met and cliHnissed [iev . jIr 

~ t= xamined Rev. iiiI'. Tyler. This 
' ion proving sat isfactory, he was 

• " instal1ed pastor of the churcL 
: ·Iy. The sermon W,tS preached 
L. G. Bucldnghalll. of Springfield. 
!..arge by Rev. Charles Walk er, of 

"'Ii . \ t. ; right hand of fe ItowsLip 
'~. . Joseph Chaudler; address to the 

· . hy Hev. A. H. Clapp; concluding 
t: . by Rev. lUI'. Aiken. The fact that 

. I form er pastors were preseut ,wd 
· pan in the servites, rendered it very 

au d interesting to the large con . 
.~ tion who were a.ssembled on the 

ing the pastoraLe of Nil'. Ty ler there 
- rcceiyed into the church 194 members, 

uri ng tbe IMter part of hb ministry 
o:n. ill 18134. extonsive alterat iolls were 

worship. He was a 
of mn ch energy and originality, and 

" in defeuce of the government 
" - the late reIJellion. That he was a 

. .. fuland etlicie nt pastor ha.s, we believe, 
\,·r hee l! quest ioned. In 18613. at his 

qu t, be was dismissed from the 
ge of tllis chu rch. He was succeeded 

:. !U: ,'. Xathaniel Migbill , who was In. 
, ::00 pa tor in October, ltlG7. Rev. L . 

itinghu m preached the serlll on, [tue! 
", A. . H . Clapp addressed the cburch 

m the time of its orgalllza.lioll to 
~ :... . LOll, this cburch ha.d received 884 
• >el' and six set! led past.ors. 

rrLEBORO UNJT.\HIAN CONGREGA' 

TION AI" SOCI ETY. 

BY A F 0 R)IER PASTOR. 

e death of Rev. William Wells, 
1827, a large 

(I f rhe memuer:; of the Gongregn. 
ietr, tLen under the charge of 
lIan McGee. became dissa tisfied 

as tLeir pastor 0[1 aecounl of eel'. 
'rines which he prear.Led, and 
e refused to exchange pUlpit 
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services with several cle rgymen with 
"'horn Rev. i'I'lr. vVeIls had been accus
tome,; to hold ministeriRI intercourse. 
'fhey tinally withdrew from that society 
and: ormed a lI ew society, known by the 
naml "f the "Brattlelloro Un ita rian 0011

gregalional Society." The organi zation 
of tbis society was eifectecl in 1831 , a,no t\, 

llOuse of worship was erected on Main 
st reet during' that year and finished' early 
the next year. It was dedicated Fel). 22, 
183,2, Rev. Ge'orge W. Hosmer, of North· 
field, Mass., preaching the sermOIl. 0 11 
the same day Rev. Nathaniel Tll ayer, D . 
D. , of Lancaster , Mass. , and other c lergy 
men being present, the followin g persons, 
Eben ,Veils, Mary Wells, i:3amuel A. Allen, 
,Maria A llen, Lemuel vVhi tney, Sopllia 
Whitlley , D. D, Chapin, E lizn Hyde, anel 
Eu nice Metcalf, united themselves into a 
Christ ian church, adopting and ~\lbsc ri b : 
ing the sa.me covenant whic ll har! been 
used under th e min istry of Dr. , Veil s, and 
whicll was Itt that time still in use in the 
Congregat,iona! chul'ch ll'nder t.he charge 
of Mr. McGee, which is as fo ll ows: 

"Admiring tb e infinite cond escem,ion 
and grace of God, in opening a door of 
life Itnd salvation to perishing sinners 
through tIle death and mediation of Jesus 
Christ: togethe r with a sense of your own 
unwor'hiness, you do now make choiee of 
t ile liv ing God for your God, of God the 
F ather for your Fat.her; of his only begot
ten Son, the Lord J esus Uhrist, for your 

L ord and Saviour ; o f the lIo ly Ghost for 
your teacher, sanct itier and comforter; 
a nd of the W ord of God for the rule of 
your fltith Ilnd pl·actice. And you do 
dedicllte and g ive up yourselves to God, to 
be on ly his: to be gu id ed by bis spirit, to 
be rul ed by his laws, to be dispo~ed of by 
hi s providence, and to he eternally sa.ved 
in the p:ospel way. prom ising by the help 
of Christ, (witbou t which you can do 
nothing) , tllat you wi ll li ve soberly, right 
eously and god ly all yOlll' days. And yon 

do likewise covenant and bind yourselves 
to walk with the church of Christ in this 
place, in all the ways of God's ordinances, 
suhmitting yomselves to the dIscip line a.TId 
govern ment of this church accordi ng to 
tile rules of the gospel. Thus you gi ve up 
yourselves to God, and promise by hi s 
heip to live for Him, a nd to walk in holy 
fellowship with Lhis church." 

The church WIIS en larged from time t() 
time by t. he addition of other members, 
and tbe above covenant was u~e(l fOI' 
several years on t.be admission of new 
members to the chun·h. For some years. 
past, however, it bas not becn read Ot' 

assented to when persons have united 
themselves wi th the cllllreh. 

On the Sunda,y succeeding the derlica
tion of tile church. ,Mr. Addison Brown, 
who had been preaching several months at 
'froy, N. Y., where b e had organized a
socicty, on invitation of t.h e prudentiat 
committee of the society, commenced sup
plying t,ile pulpit as a ca ndidaLe, and aftel' 
prCilcbing about three months he received 
an invitation to settle as pas t,or of tbe· 
chu i'c ll Itnd acccpted thc same. 

:Vlr, Brown was a na tive of New Ipswich. 
N . Fl. , gra.d uated al. Harvard Co ll ege ill 
the year, 1826, a nd at the Theological 
School at Cambridge in 1831. Hi s ordina
tion took place Jun e 14,1832, int roductory 
prayel: by TIev. 11'f r . Rogers, of Bel'llards
tnn, Mass.; reading of til e Scriptures by 
Rev. .J osiab Moore, of Athol, "l ass.; 
sermon by Hev. MI'. Hill , of 'Worcester. 
Mass. ; ordaining prayer by Rev. J allJes 
Kendall, D.D., of Plymouth , Mass.; charge, 
by Rev. Abiel Abbott, D. D., of pet.erbor~. 
N. H.; right ha nd of fellowship by Rev. 
G. W . Hosmer, of Northfi eld , Mass.;, 
adc1ress to the societ,y by Rev. Hersey B. 
Goodwin, of Concord , Mass.: concluding ' 
prayer by Rev. Alphells Harding, of New 

Salem, .Mass. 
Mr. Brown 's engagement was at first for 

three years. At tbe expiration of that 
time Ile renewed his engagement to supply 
the pulpit. for five years, and after the 
expiration of that time bis engagement 
was made an nually during the remainder' 
of his pastorat. e, whicll t.erminated near 
the close of 1845, h e having preach ed fOI' 
the society for nea.rly fourt.een year; ilb 
succession. witll the except ion of [1, few 
montbs' IIl terrup tion on account of sick

ness. 
On accepti ng tire res ignati on of )\11'. 

Brown 0f his past.oral relation to th e 
society, the following resoluti on was. 
passed at a meeting of the society, Dec. 
1, 1845: 

Resolved, That wlli!e accedi ng to the· 
Rev. Add ison Brown 's request to be dis
charged from the further performance ot 
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mini sterial duties, this society, collectively A venerable deacon once said, "religion 
and individually, entertain towards him should bc separaLed from politic~ 01' busi, 
the highest respect and strong per~onal ness ' it should be lifted hi o'h above all 
regard, and that they s!ml1 eve!' chen sh a ,'. ',. ,~ . 
live ly recollection of IllS devotion to dmy tlnngs ~f a ':Olldl.\. natll1 e. 10 aecold
and his sincere efforts for their moral and a nce with tllls sentiment of ear ly tllnes, 
.spiritua.l good. tem ples for religious worship were erected 

Since the close of Mr. Brown's mini stry on >C Ole elevated spot, or away :1'001 the 
to the society they have been supplied by bum of business and frequ ent haunts of 
a great number a nd variety of preachers, men. 
some for a brief period , others for a longer " W I'ere lllusing solitude migh t love t.o lift 

time. Those who have snpplied the pulpit Her soul above this spbe"e o.f ear tb liness." 

for the longest periods are Rev. G, G. Inger . i Th e people, when approaching this 
soli, D. D., now deceased, who preached Isacred place, were expected to leave 
for the society a t several different ti mes ; behind their worldly cares and th eir every 
Rev. Farrington lYIcIntire, who was day garmentR, jf not their shoes, as did 

-ord ained as pastor of the society, April 7, lHoses when he ascended the sacred mOUll

1847, and closed his ministry a t the end of tain. From present indications, we are 
that year; Rev. John L , Russell , who inclined to think it is well for the old 
·continued with the sodety several months; deacon's peace of mind that he has gone to 
Rev. :Hellish I. lVIotte, Rev. Solon VV. his rest. If his ,1ged form now moved 
BUSh, and Rev. Franeis C. 'iVilliams, each about our busy streets, and his at tention 
·of whose ministry was three years 01' more; was aroused by the heavy, solemn tones 
Rev . F. F rothingh am, who was the socie- of that great bell, so neal' the temples of 
ty 's pastor for over two years, and Rev. politics and ma mmon, how sad ly he would 
H . N. Richardson, who supplied the desk shake his head to wit.ness this evid ence of 
for a little more tha n balf a year. The degeneracy 1 Vain would be our efforts to 
society is at th e present time (Angnst, calm his troubled mind , by telling him t.he 
1tl69) without a settled ministry . spi r it of the age demanded that religion 

The stone church erected by this society should be a more every-day, practical 
in 1874-5, surpasses in durability an d as a affair, and its temples and influences• 	 nne specimen of church architecture, any- should be brought down to ~anetify , bap
thing of the kind in Lhis place. Rev. IV. tize or purify all needful earthly transac
L. Jenkins has offi ciated as pastor to the tions. 

present time, January, 1879. This church and society ha\"e made rapid 

BAPTIST CHunCH. progress. From its infancy this church 
'ld ' db I 1 !las had within its fold individuals ofThe new church bm IIlg erecte y t 1e I " . 

, ... supel'lor busllless capacity, who have not 
iirst and only ~aptlst society 111 thiS town been found wantin . or backward in ad-
is of brick, With P ort la nd stone caps to . I ~ I . f I 

. 	 vancmg t 1e matena IIlterests 0 t 1e
the wlUdows, bnttresses, &c. It s ta nd s . t' d tl I , h b 1 

. orgalllza Ion, an . lereuY as eell erectec 
upon the gronnd where once stood 'a lllce h h b ' Id' I' h . f 

. . . a c urc Ui 111 0" W IIC IS one 0 thebrick d welhng-house, on MH.Jll street, bUIlt b.. . , 
. G C H II E . 18<)6 "'7 Th' greatest ornaments to thiS Village. fill S

bj :f, • 	 a, sq., III ~ or <0 IS, II b' I• 

. f account wou c e lllcomp ete unless wethe most costIy an d eIegant spec1 men 0 1 
I ' th"d f R t l d present the events of nearl y 40 years ago,churcI1 arc lItectu-re IS Sl eo u an , " . . 

-f 'h S b 'I ' 1867 E when thiS society was formlIlg and denv
1 not m t 	 e tate, was 11l t 111 . " . fi ' , d M d 

mg It-S rst nntntlOn un er a metho istBoyden, of Worcester , was architect, and 
roof, aided by professed Christians antagJ. M. Buzze,ll, mftstel' workman or super
onistic to 	 the pecu liar features of thisintendent of construc:tion. In the fall of 
church.1868 a bell, weighing 4,500 pounds, was 

placed in the tower. This bell is said to I n March, 1840, Rev.' Mr. Andrews 

be the largest one in Vermont. This is commenced a series of revival meetin gs in 
the fourth house of religiou s worship the Methodist chapel, then stand ing on 
erected on Main street, where is the husi- Canal st ree t . The text to his first sermon 
ness of t.he town, its stores a nd " temples Iwas, , " Plough u p the fallow ground, " 

-of mammon." I n thIS sermon i)'lr. A. ndrews declared his 
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. once said, , . religi on 
, 'roLll politic~ or bnsi· 

]!ted l1igl1 abov e a.ll 
;' Ilature. ,. In accord· 
':ment of early times, 
, worship were erected 

. or away ~'rom the 
. frequent. haunt.s of 

: mind that he has gone to 
form now moved 

, and his attention 
__ . , . heavy, solemn tones 

'. SO near the temples of 
_ on, how sadly he wou ld 
witness this evid ence of 

: .. would be our efforts to 

. : mind, by telling him the 
demanded that religion 

.. re every-day, pract ical 
.anples and i.n fl uences 

own to ~ll1ctify . bap· 
_eedful earthly t I1UlSS . 

. ;; ie-\" ha,e made rs : . 
: ' , : .. fa.nCy lh ' e1~: 

:' . d i di, idua:" ! 

..is fi rst sermon 
fal lo'" ground. " 1:S1== ~. A..udrews declared his 

inditference or independence in regard to 
sect.arianism , but plainly sta ted his belief 
in the necessity of immediate repentance, 
regeneration or new birth. ., If," said he, 
"YOIi h/1,ve eviclen ee o f sins forgiven. iL 
mat.ters llot wheth er YO Il are Methodist, 
Baptist. Orthodox, Co ngregatiomdist or 
Episcopal ian ." The :'Iicthod ist socie ty 
was ,it thb time in a feeble cond ition . 
The magnanimous dech,rflt ion of Elder 
A ndrew s arollsed the vital ity th"t was yet 
rem aining in that society, and caused it La 
welcome hlln with open. arms. Deacon 
vVood and some mher members of the 
Congregation"l church gathered at these 
meetings. and u;;ed thei r abilities and int111 
.ence to Bustain E ld er Andrews a ncl forward 
the work accord ing to programme. 

The novel. startling titles Mr. Andrews 
gave Ollt for sermons he was to preac h the 
n ext even ing, as, fo r insta.n ce. ,. To nwr
row cveni ng I shall preach the look ing
gln.ss sermon." or, "to-morrow nigllt I 
will preacb the fune ral sermon for t.he first 
one of this congregation who w ill die," 
caused the house to be well filled about 
every even ing forfour 01' live weeks. The 
result of these efforts we re soon apparent 
in the professed conversion of ~everal per-

he made the following remarks before his 
congregation: 

"Some people have ~airl thi s was a 
peacea!Jle com munity, a short time ago, 
but ,ince Andrews come bere we have a ll 
got by the ears. I don't douht it my 
frip.nels, for when the truth of God is 
thru st amo ngst a people they will boil like 
a pot.." 

E lder And rews left his charge in a short 
time, after occupy in g the third place of 
worsbip, and Rcv. Joseph Freeman was 
cbose n as pastor, A pril 24, 1840. The 
publ ic recognition WlIS upon May 6, 1840, 
the membership at th is ti me bein g 94. MI'. 
Fl'cenu,n resigned his pastoral charge afte r 
a serv ice of about four months. 

Aug. 28, 1840, Hev. Moses F ie ld accepted 
a call of the society to be thei r pastor. 
The church wa.s admitted into the Wind-
ham Coun ty Baptist Association at its 
annual meeting in the following au tumn. 
The first church building was erected on 
Elliot street, and completed in the autumn 
and winter of 1840 '41 and dedicated the 
following spring. 

8ept. 27, 1842. Rev. :Mr. Field gave in 
his resignation which was accepted . His 
successor, Rev. J. C. Foster, supplied the 

so us, who were persuaded to he baptized. pulpit fWUl Oct. 2, 1841, to Dec . 11 of the 
by immersi on. Some commu nican ts of 
that faith,. rt s ic1ing here, llnited wilb the 
new convert·s "nrl, uncle I' the leae! of Eld er 
Andrews, organized tile first Baptist 
-church, April 2, 1840. The whole number 
was but 23 members at th is tim e. 

This action on the part of the presiding 
gen iu s of this movemen t so disturbed the 
harmoniolls fee1i[)g heret ofore exis ting, it 
was consiciered desirable or necessary to 
find oth er quarters wherein to continue 
tile meetings. As might have been ex-

same yeler, and hI" was ordain ed pastor, 
.Jao. 19, 1843. 

In 1852, the meeting-house was repaired 
and re-openecl with the fo llow ing dedica· 
tory exerciscs: Prayer by Rev. L. Sherwin, 
serm on by tbe pas.t.or, dedicatory pmye r 
by Rev. Samuel Fish, concludin g prayer 
by Itev . A. H. 8tevens. 

June 8, 1850, Rev. lYIr. Foster resigned 
his position, to Lake effect July 1. June 
13, the ch urch accept ed his resignation. 
This is th e longest pastorate in tbe history 

pected, some heretofore warm fri ends Of ! of the chu rch. ]\'11' . Foster adminis tered 
:MI'. Andrews became cold , and they could 
n ot justify his action or rna.lre it appeal' 
consis tent with his declarati ons at the 
com mencement of these meetings. It 
occurred to others that his course might, 
perhaps, be j Lli;t ified by eminen t precedent 
or sentiments of the great apostle, as ex
pressed ln II Cor., xii, Hi. 

During six or seven weeks, f rom the 
begiunillg of these labors, :NIl'. Andrews 
occupied three places for tbis purpose, thc 
last place being Dickenson's Hall, where 

to it for nearly 14 years. 
August 24, 18.'i6, Rev. P. L. Adams was 

invited to the vacant pastorship . and com
mencec1 hi s labors N ov. 2d of the same 
year. The h\st oabbath in January, 1859, 
he c losed his ministrations He was suc· 
ceeded by [{ev. fdark Ct\rpenter upon the 
second Sabhath of February, 1859 . He 
resigned Dec. 4, 1864. 

Rev. A. ollerwin succeeded iVlr. Carpen
tel', coming .Jan. 4, 1865; resigned April 
7, 1867. The seven th pastor of the church, 

http:pas.t.or


But th e advent of the Baptist church, 
horn under its roof in 1840, seemed to ex
l1>1ust the little vitality remaining in th e 
society. The meeting house pa.ssed out of 
their possession into the hands of " ~fill er
ites, " so called, in 1842. Tue Universalis t 
society nell. t obtained possession of this 
hO\1se and occu pied it for their cl cnomin,t
tional purposes until their present hon'0 
of worship was buil t, in 185U and '51. The 
old house was thcn sold to iHr W. Alex· 
ander, who made such alterations as fitted 
it for a private residence. 

TlJe iHethodbt society was, for a time, 
It thing of the p~lst, but withm ,even 
years after their t.rials ",nil the Mill 
erites, &c. , it was made ev ident that some 
of the" old leaven . hid in three measures 
of meal," yet remained. \-',Tithin th e time 
above-named they huHt the neat brick 
meeting ·house, now (1869) owned and 
occupied by the society. l ts advocates and 
supporters, in numbers, character and in
tiuence, compare favorably with otltel' 
denominations in this place . When we 
comider the trials, diffi culties and disap
pointments the Methodis ts have encoun
tered in ·establishing their orga.nization 
here, we must allow ihey are entitled to 
much credit for conscientiousn ess and 
perseverance. Methodist Rervices tire 1I0W 

(1879) held in the lower town ball , Rev_ 

D. 	E. Miller, P'lstOr. 

l<:PI$COPAL CHURCH. 

Regula.r service~ of this church, in this 
town, commenced at " Dickenson's Hall ., 
in 18il6. A society was thel, formed, with 
SOllle hope of permanency, and Rev. Cluts. 
Devens, a talented, promising young man, 
officiated as rector. Hon. John Phelps 
and famil y, prominent llct.ors in commenc 
ing th is enterprise, during the short time 
said family resided here, moved to Mar-y
land Roon fl.fter tbe organiZation, and this 
society, in its days of infan cy, could ill 
afford to lose the influence, power and 
protection afford ed b.y this family. After 
about two years, services were only occa
sional, and then usually condncted at 
some place hired for this pUl'pose, by tbe 
rector of the church, three miles dista nt, 
at East Guilford. 

Public sent iment in this town seems 
never to have been favorable to this order, 
and there has never been a complian ce 
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R.ev. H. H. Peabody, c~\me Sept. 1, 18(57, 
to supply the pulpit six months. 

The congregation worshipped for th e 
last time in the old church building in 
January, 1868. 011 th e first Sabbath in 
February, of the same winter, tlJe lIew 
church was occupied in the basement, as 
the princi pal room was not fiui sher!. Mr. 
Peabody, a t the expiration of six months, 
,,·as ord lLiued as pastor of the church. 
At this time the total number on the 
ch Ul'ch record was 412. 

The] e is a large Sabbath School in con
nection witb this institution. Tue society 
is in a prosperous condition , and the oft
sounding of the bell, tbe frequent , well 
atiended meetings, gives evidence of the 
sincerity of Its members. 

Hev. :VI r. lVlatteson officiated about seven 
years. Present pastor, (1879), Rev. Hornce 
Bucrhard. 

.mTHoDlsT ClnmCH. 

In giving an account of this institution , 
we have nothing upon which to rely but 
memory; therefore, do not pretend to pe,·· 
fect accuracy in regard to dales, nor do 
we remember the names of but fEjw of the 
pastors who have officiated for that church 
in this place. Regula r services date from 
the advent of Cyrus DONis, who came to 
this villnge about 1833, to superintend th e 
pri nti ng departm ent of th e publishing 
house of Messrs. Holbrook & Co. When 
we were first made aware of Methodist 
preaching in the East village wa.s in 18M, 
and MI'. Davis, a firm ad vocate and class 
leader of the order, was quit,e prominent 
in commencing and :,usl.ai ning these ser
vices, which were first held in a small 
district school-house on Canal street. 

Between 1835 ~mcl ·il7 the society erected 
their fi rst house of >vorship. This build
ing was placed near the school-hou se they 
at fil·st occupied on Canal street. Hev, 
William Brewster was the pastor of this 
church in 1807, and by his excellent cha.r 
ac ter, eloqu ence and energy, considerable 
ad vance was made in building up the 
society. His worthy successor, "Elder 
Harding," was al!'o a tal en ted i1.nd effective 
preacher; ou t the orga.nization was not 
fortnnate in memoers who were able or 
willing to clear off the mortgage upon thei r 
meeting-hollse. Feeble in worldly matters, 
"The hull drove on thougb mast and sail was torn." 

-,.Ith the condi tions of .:..<? 
wbere in we find a resen- ' 
of land for this chu rcL 
sb,ne for the propogll.j, :: 
fo reign parts. " Since :' ;. 
·thi;; popUlation bave bee 
.acr er as to require lhi_- _ 
worslJip. 

In 1853, a societJ- w 

services a t first condn 
Ea~tman in a lower r , 
Rev. .NIr. Eastman re-:_ 
April 15, 1854. Rev. 
officiated from 185'7 to _ 
A. P. Morris wa.s in.-:- 
l'ectorship Oct. 10, 181i 
Ruwland occupied tbe lJe

previous to the ad~-en 

Rev. A. P. iYIorris was l~ 

.. 
most of the tIme of ~:",,_ 

rebellion . October lei, :. 

Porter was invited to he 
pari~h. He a.ccepted , ,;... : 
.aboll t two years' sen-ie\:". 
W. Smith accepted all ;~. 
vacancy, April 3, 1867. 
30, 1868. In 1867 the So __ 

ment. 

Irregular preaching 

Ca tholics from 1846 to ' 

the Vermout and .M:a 


tn.king was under the a. 
F at her O'Reilly. .Judgin" 
n umber of persons going : 
ne<y house, the church ! .• ! 

eonditiou. 
B 
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with the conditions of the char ter of 1753, 
~herein we find a reservation of one share 

·of land for this church, and also "one 
share for the propogation of the gospel in 
foreign parts. " Since 1852, accessions to 
this population have been of such a char
.acter as to require this form of rcligious 
worship. 

In 1853, a socie ty was organized and 
services at first conducted by Rev. G. C. 
Ea~tman in a lower room of the Lown hall. 
Rev..Mr. Eastman resigned his charge 
April 15, 1854. Rev. 'William Southgate 
officht ted from 1857 to April, 1860. Rev. 
A. P. Morris was invited to accept. the 
rect.orship Oct. 10, 1860. Rev. Edmnnd 
Rowland occupied the desk in the summer 
previous to the advent of Mr. MOI'l·is. 
Rev. A. ·P. Morris was from Hamilton, C. 

ViT. , and was rector of this ch urch during 
most of the tIme of the late war of the 
Tebel lion. October 14, 1864, Rev. G. ·W. 
Porter was invited to become rector of the 
pari$h. He accepted, and resigned after 
.about two years ' service. Rev . Francis 
vV. Smith accepted an invitation to till the 

[By RI. Rev. Louis de Goe.~ln'iand, Bishop 
of BU.1·lingtonj. 

The number of Cathol ic families in t.his 
town must lHlVe been abou t fifty when the 
diocese of Burlington was separated from 
th1tt of Boston. Hev. Z. Druon, (now of 
St. Albans), in 1844, ' bought an old paiu t 
or carpcnter shop and fitted it up foi' a 
church. Rev. Charles O'Reilly was given 
chargc of the mission in 18')5, and after a 
few years came to live in the village. H e 
succ1leded in building the present neat and 
subst1wtial church edifice of St. Michn.el. 
In 1869, he was succeeded by R ev. Charles 
Halpin. Rev. N. 81. Onge had charge of 
Brattleboro after Rev. Father Halpin . To 
Rev. Henry Lane, the presenL incumhent , 
is clue the erection of the Catholic school 

house, the estab lishment of the house of 
the Sisters of St. Joseph, for the' teaching 
of the children, the purchase of a parson
age, and ornamen ting of the church edifice. 
Th ere are 135 families in this congregation , 
and tte number of pupils taught by the 
Sisters in 1877 was 125. 

Too much .c redit cannot be g iven this 
vacancy, April 3, 1867, and resigned D ec. . congregation, who have done much, so 
30, 1868. In 1867 the society procured a 
parsOnltge, sitnatQd upon Green ~treet, at 
an expense of $2,500. }larch 19, 1869, 
Rev. )[1'. Harris accepted an invitation of 
the parish to become rector and now Stlp

plies tte desk. (1870). 
Since 18i53, this institution has been 

known and recognized lLS "St. :Michael's 
Chmch," aud its progress in numbers, 
'influence and a ll needful requirements to 
-sustain it, renders the permanent estab
lishment of Episcopacy in tbis tow n, no 
longer, as at· first cOllsidered, an experi
ment. 

RO)IA.l'i CATHOLIC CHURCH. 
Irregular preaching commenced by the 

Catholic~ from 1846 to '48, abo ut the Lime 
the Vermont and Ma.ssachusetts railroad 
w as being constructed in this vicinity. 
:Meetings were held fo r several ye<t!'s in a 
building on Elliot street, formerly used 
for mechanical purposes. In 1863-4 they 
constructed a good, substantial brick 
·church on 'WalnuL street. This under
taking W1tS under the administration of 
Father O'Reilly. .Judging from the large 
number of persons going to and from ttis 
new house, the cb urch is in a flourishing 
·condition. 

B 

well and so constant.ly, notwithstanding 
many and serious difficulties. 

NOTE.-Some of the details, respect ing 
the religious societ ies of Brattleboro, have 
b~en taken from their own printed books. 

EAST YILLAGE OF :BRATTLEBORO. 

Within the limits of ttis village was 
made the first Englisb settlement in V er
mont. "Hi~ .Majesty's Fort Dummer," 
as staled in the charter of tbe town in 1753, 
was here erectcd in 1724. In this charter 
is made four reservMion~ of land , one for 
the first settled minister, one for Lhe Eng
lish or Episcopal church, one for the 
propagation of Lhe gospel in foreign Pttl'ts. 
and one of 800 acres for Gov. "\Veo twol'th 
of New Hampshire. 'With one exception, 
we learn these reservations have never 
been 1tppropriated for the purposes above 
named. ThaL exception is the land now 
covercd by this village, which was owned 
by Governor 'Wentworth and sold at some 
period from Lbe date of the charter to 1771, 
for five oxen. Because tirst owned by 
Gov. Went.wort.h, this territory was for a. 
long Lime known as .. Governor's Farm." 
In 1771, this farm was purchased by 
Stephen Greenleaf, of Boston, Mass., and 
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he established a SLore where now stands 
Union block on Main street. This store i~ 
said to he the tlrst one established in Vel'· 
mont. From ancient letter~ we learn this 
merchant was an import.er of goods from 
England. From Harrison, Bamard & 
Spragg, of London, we find a letter, dated 
176Q, addressed to Stephen Greenleaf, con
taining a receipt for cash £LOO 00 acconnt, 
and information they had forwarded to his 
ordp.r and his '0 risQne " goods to the 
amonnt of £400. This gentleman, Stephen 
Greenleaf, was fllther of Stephen Green
leaf, Jr. 0 who was clerk of this town 45 
years. 

Among various means which have con
tributed to the rise and growth of this 
place, not the least that can be mentioned 
is the early attention given to mechanics. 
The first water-power set 1D operation here 
was by Matthew Martin, who built a saw 
mill near the month of Whetstone Brook, 
at the south part of i)lain street. Matthew 
Uartin was bom in 1737, and died in 183!. 
'When 91 years of age, he informed us that 
at the time he built this saw-mill all "Gov 
emor's Farm 0, could Le bought for 25 
cents per acre. 

This water· power, since first used by 
Mr. Martin, has operated a great variety 
of machinery. Joseph Clark, from 
Auburn, 1I1ass., who owned, at one time, 
most of the land on the south side of 
Whetstone Brook to the Vernon and Guil· 
ford line, established here the first shop for 
wool-carding and cloth dressing. This 
power has been used for printing, paper 
making, machine shops, grinding grain, 
manufacturing silk, cotton, wool, pearl, 
ivory and boxwood rules, paper machinery, 
&c. J OhD Holbrook, in 1811, sold all this 
water privilege below the paper mill to 
Francis Goodhue. 

As Deacon John Holbrook was the main 
cause, aDd is so identified with the early 
prosperity of this village, it is difficult to 
separate his history from it; therefore, we 
give a brief sketch of him in this connec
tion. 

JOHN HOLBROOK 

Was born at Weymouth, Mass., in 1761, 
and died in this village in 1838, aged 77 
years. At the beginning of the Revolu· 
tionary war, his father moved with his 
family to Dorchester, Mass. English ~ffi-

cers stationed on Dorchester Heights were 
so well pleased with the conduct and per
sonn,l n,ppen,rance of young Holbrook, they 
offered to instruct him in engineering, 
surveying. &c. The offer was gratefully 
accepted, and he became so well qualified 
that he was in after years employed by the 
government. 

The opportunities for obtainiug knowl 
edge of this character were limited in 'this 
country at that time, and to this early 
event in his history may be attl'lbnted 
much of hi>; success in after life; but men 
so lavishly gifted by nature with mind and 
matter, WIth the most desirable requisites 
of true manhood, as was illr. Holbrook, 
wait not .for opportunities 01' occasions, 
they create t.hcm. Difficult ies, dangers, 
obstacles, such as discourage 01' dishe,ll'ten 
common mell, act, if th",y a.CI at all, 011 

snch men as 'MI'. Holbrook, merely as 
stimulants to their progress. 

His duties, while in the employ of the 
government, led him beyond his native 
State to Newfane, Vt., where he mai·j·ied 
Sarah Know Iton, daugh tel' of Luke Know 1
ton, ESQ., then known as "Judge Knowl
ton," and presiding at the courts of 
Windham county. Late in the last cen
tury he established. a store in t.he building 
which has since undergone alterations, 
fitting it for a hotel, now called the 
American House. He here became suc
cessful in importing goods from lhe West 
Ind ies, all the way to Brattleboro by water. 
His goods came by shipping to Hartford, 
Ot., and from there by flat-boats up the 
river to this place, and we leal'll he was 
the pioneer of this method of freighting 
to Brattleboro, 'which was long afterwards 
successfully carried on by G. O. Hall, 
Francis Uoodhue, John R. Blake, and 
others. In 1811, Ml'. Holbrook removed to 
Warehouse Point, Ot. His son-in-law, 
Wm. Fessenden. was proprietor of "TIl(; 
Reporter." and published Webster's spell · 
ing books as early as 1807. Immediately 
after the death of William Fessenden, in 
1815, Mr. Holbrook returned to BraLLle
boro and bonghl of the heirs of WilHalll 
Fessenden n,1J his stock, fixtures, &c., and 
greatly enlarged the publishing business. 
For undertaking to pll blish a large family 
Bible, by subscription, in this obscure 
town, so far away from the great centers 

to get s.ome 
The man returneci \ 
informed him of :::\: 

http:import.er


BK\'TTLEBORO. 35 

of trade, ~[r . Holh rook was ridiculed~ oy IH olbrook saicl: , ..Jacob . return the pot.atoes 
the greatest publishers of the day 10 'ew 
York and Boston, and certain failure of 
the enterprise was by them ·confidently 
predict.ed . Little did the so ns of luxury 
and afflu ence know of the character or 
capabilities of that man. His opening 
manhoocl was in th e storm of the Revoll!
tion ; his early life was spent in grnppling 
with all sort.s of difficulties, wandering on 
snow-shoes through trackless fo rests with 
compass and chnin, and often did he retire 
for th e night, under hemlock boughs, with 
scanty uncooked food, in th e dnrk, cold, 
wintry, unoroken forest. Some of the 
disadvantages in establishing his ousiness 
here may be learned by rea.ding the follow
ing account, as given us not long ago by 
.Mr. Hines, a few ·days before his death, at 
the age of 80 years : 

".Many years ago I built a. paper-mill in 
this village for Deacon Holbrook. It was 
a hard job, for th ere was at that time no 
iron foundry in this region, no machine 
shop, no eng ine-lathe or tools such as 
would be consi dered indispensa.ble now for 
doing such work. I went with a horse 
team to Rhode I sland to get iron castings 
for this mill. After I retul'lled and had 
been several days at work, the deacon 
called on me to see how the work 
was progressing. 'Well ,' said he, 'any 
new troubles, any more lions in the roa.d? ' 
'Yes; there is one big one,' said I, pointing 
to a large iron castin g on the fioor; 'we 
must make a hole (giving the size) clear 
throu !)'h tha.t iron in the thickest place.' 
'How" in the world w ill you do it?' asked 
the deacon. 1 replied , ' I don' t exactly 
know, but I must contrive some way to do 
it .' The deacon gave expression to his 
views upon the subject by saying, 'I 
should like to see the generation that will 
be on earth when you finish that job.' In 
the after part of that day it was a gre~l.t 
pleasure to m e to congratulate the deacon 
up'On having had his wish , for the job was 
done." 

Some idea of Mr. Holbrook's peculiar 
style of expressing his emotions, ca.n oe 
seen by the foll owiug: } [r. H . sent his 
man-of-all-work some distnnce from home 
to get some early ]lotatoes for planting. 
The man returned with the pota.toes and 

lmmechately, and say to NIl'. IV. I ~'ould 
as soon die by famill e as o.r t.he sword. " 

In spite of prophecy and discouragement , 
)-Ir. Holhrook supplied all suoscribers \I'ith 
the grea t. family Bible, and made a com
plete financial su(;(;ess. For more tl..lan 25 
years the publishing business, first started 
by " rill. Fessenden, more t.han all other 
causes, in thaL day, put together, enlarged 
and built up this village. .Mr. H. re t.ired 
from being an active participant in the 
business, t.hough he became associated ,,-ith 
.Toseph F es. enden, and the ousiness con
tinued uuder thc namc of " Holorook & 
F esse nden " unt.il Mr. Holorook became 
president of the Brattleboro Bank i.n 1832. 
.Joseph F essenden died in 1834. .John C . 
Holbrook and ·others hought out th e old 
concel'll (tnd published "The Polyglot 
Bible," "Comprehensive Comment.ary," 
"Church History. " and " E ncyclopedia of 
Religious Knowledge." 

Unable to endure the fina.ncia.] crisis in 
183(3, the compa ny failed. but the ousiness 
was continued by a joint stoek concel'll 
called th e " Typogra.phic Co.. " which com
mencecl operation in 183(3; but it died such 
a gradual. lingering defLth, we hardly know 
when it ceased to breat.lie. 

Previous to the establishment of the 
publishing enterprise by IVm .. F essellflen 
and his successor, :NIl'. Holbrook, the in
habitants of this place attended public ~'or
ship. on the SRhbrtth, at th e West village, 
over 2 miles distant. In locating the first 
church building in this village, in 1814, the' 
inhabitants of tlin.t day gave evidence of 
possessi ng more taste for the beau tiful than 
any of their predecessors or successors. 
The meeting-house was placed at or nea.r 
the centre of what is 1I0W the pul)lic park 
or common. In summer time the northern 
vi ew, especially from the upper windows 
and belfry , was the most beautiful in this 
country. P eople living all their lives 
among moun tains and scenery of a similar 
character, llf~ve said mueh in praise of th is 
prospect, and even travelers from far-fam ed 
lauds of so'ug and story, have declared it 
unsmpassed in its peculiar attractiveness, 
and reluctantly withdrew t.heir ga.ze upou 
scenes on which the eye long loved to 
linger. 

informed him of the price charged. }lr. I At the Lime carpenters were framing the 
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new mceting-house, Rev. Caleb Burge, 
then pastor at the West village, said he had 
a dream that two men were killed while 
mising the new church frame. This story 
got noised about, cansing a large collection 
·of people at the raising of the frame. Some 
difficulties and dangers attended the pro
'ces,. whieh made great excitement among 
the people. Finally, after the business 
was completed, withont injury to life or 
lim l). the crowd gave three tremendous 
cheers for "Rev. Caleb Burge." 

When ,hio villf1.ge wa' very small, not 
more than one-fourth is present size. it was 
remarkahle for its trade, life or business 
activity. Long before the introduction of 
railroads. eight 01' ten uaily stages drove up 
al some hour of the day 01' night to the old 
. , stage honse," where the passengers were 
$Ul'(' to be greeted with excellent fare, and 
the kiml. polite attentions of that prince of 
h otel -keeper" COL. PAUL CHASE. His 
house was constantly open both night and 
da,y. During the winter months, fires 
were constantly burning in his capacious, 
old-f'lshioned fire-places. }'-Iany who have 
experienced life undel' his adll1illistru.tion 
and roof, have declared it caused no un
pleasant memories. 

THE POS'l'OFFICE, 

Held by Asa Green, Esq.., from 1811 to 
1841. was, as the old stage house, constaD tly 
open hoth night and day. It was a distrib
uting office, and at one period of MI'. 
Green's administration was tlte postoffice 
for Guilford, Dummerston, Halifax, Ver
non , 'Yhit.inglw.m, Newfane, Bernardston, 
vVeybriclge, Marlboro, Hinsd>1 le, N. H., 
Gill, .:Iiass., Leyden, }Iass. , and Chester
field , N. H. Inhabitants are yet li ving 
here wlto remember the pleaSilntries, pecu
liarities, virtues and eccentricities of th e 
veteran postmaster. His memory will be 
ever green. for one of the pleasantest streets 
in this vilta,ge. on land hc once owned. 
now iJear~ Itis name. Since tlte establish
mellt of U. S. government postoffices in 
this Slate, he had two preuccessors in this 
office. l"iz. : .John W. Blake. in 1790, when 
there "'ere but 8 govcrnment offices in this 
Stall:. 'Ind Samuel Elliot in 1810. Previous 
to the admission of Vermont into the Union, 
we learn that .John Arms was the first post
master of this town under tlte authority of 
Vel mont. 

A LOTTERY OFFICE, 

Opposite the old stage house, with a large 
mythological painti.ng for a sign, occupied 
th e attention of the people from [826 Lo '29. 
Ceres, goddess of the harvest, smilingly 
and willingly, through snmmer's heat and 
winter's Gold, looked down upon the puolic 
while sca ttering from a cornucopia a large 
quantity of }'-lexican dollars. This lottery 
was chartered by the State for the bentfit 
of Horatio Knight. and ~Iessrs. Chase and 
Smith, managers. The people, though 
charmed for a while and p'lying a sufficient 
tax on ignorance to learn this to be no im
provement on the old ways of nioney-mu'k
ing, turned their backs on this temple of 
mammon , and beautiful Cere& smiled OUUS 

no more. The most appropl'iate use ever 
made of the unsold tickets was by ;\>Ies~rs. 

Hooper and Hughes. in the construction 
of mrified 'I,ir-balloons. which were started 
upon their imporrant mission near the old 
meeting-house on the village common. 

Some notoriety abroad was given this 
place by the Vermont Asylum for the 111
sane, established here in 1836, but its popu
larity 'IS a city resort in summer time, dates 
from 1845, when Dr. Wesse lhoeft, frolll 
Germany, established here his, at one time, 
famons hydropathic iustitution. Dr. Wes
selhoeft, after traveling extensively in New 
England and testing water brought from 
various pm'ts of the United States. decided 
upon locating in this village. The purity 
of the water in this place was an importan t 
consideration with him, but he was not in
sensible to the purity of the ail', the mouu
tainous features, ever clothed in gretn. 
and the varied surface of grounds in and 
aootlt this place. There was here, in his 
es timation» a rare and hapl)Y combination 
of the desimble things which his system of 
treatment required. He found here excel
lent mechanics, markets, stores, schools, 
churches, representing all phases of Chris
tianity, from Rome to Geneva or Boston, 
i\la8s. ; in short, a high ci vilization, from 
which a walk of fifteen minutes would place 
onc in primitive forests, among precipices, 
glens, brooks, cascades, and scenes of the 
most perfect wildness 'Ind attracti veness. 

Dr. Wesselhoeft did not bring to this 
work the vigor of early manhood or even 
the noontide of his life. His whitened 
locks and other indicfLtions made it man i
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fest his stay here must be short, and he was 
only making an evening call. But his 
sagacity, a.s shown by his choice of locat ion, 
has been highly commended by ladies and 
gentlemen of much culture, experience and 
extensive travel in this and other cOllntries. 
His success in the treatment, of chronic 
complaints, led us to hope his sy~tem would 
be cont.inued here, and his mantl e f'11111pon 
some worthy successor; but after he passed 
away, everything of 'his excepting the 
buildings he erected, disappeared , and the 
buildings were converted to other uses. 

During the Rebellion, when Vermont 
placed over :32,000 of bel' sons upon the 
altar of freedom, Gov. F. Holbrook, son of 
Dea..John Holbrook, made application to 
thegenernlgovernment for leave to establish 
a hospital here for sick and wounded sol
diers. Leiwe being granted, the institution 
went into operation. There was reported 
from this hospital so large a percentage of 
cures from chronie clia.rrhcea and other diffi
cult diseases to cure, as placed this hospital 
so far above any other in the United States, 
tlte authoriti es at 'Vashington thought there 
'..-as a mistake in the l:eports. Investiga, 
tion proved the reports correct. Conse
quently the institu tion was enlarged and 
made a 1!nited States hospital, where have 
been congregated, from several Statcs, over 
1500 invalid soldiers at once. 

The surgeon-genera.l, who officiated to 
the last, declared he never before found it 
necessary to use so little medicine, for obsti
nate chronic C<lses, as considered when 
brought from other hospitals to this one, 
seemed to be cured ns if by magic. 

Some years after the W<l.r closed, the doc
tor, whilc on a visit to this place, was con
sultcd by a gentl eman from New Haven, 
who was afflicted with chronic cliarrh cea. 
Aftcr making the needful inquiries, exami
nations and prescriptions, the doctor said: 
"Above all things I recommend, in your 
case, a large dose of BratLleboro." 

The ground south of the y ill age, where 
was this milita.ry hospit~ l, is now (1872) 
owned by a company named "The 'i'Vi nd
ham County Park As.soeiation," and used 
by them for agricultnra.l exhibitions and 
horse races. 

In the erection of buildings, there was 
but little of the elegant in architecture prior 
to 1833. Sincc that time utility alone has 

not always been consulted, but within the 
last twenty years art a.nd taste ha ve pre
sided in construction of really elegant nud 
pleasant homes, which greatly help to give 
a, desirable character to the place. It has 
been said that beautiful things have a bene
ficial effect upon the mind, ca,using a more 
agTeeable expression upon its dial-plate: 
Seeing these unmistakabl e evidences of 
surplus means is ever gratifying to solicitors 
of contributions for literary, charitable or 
religiolls objects. The grand list is thereby 
made grander and more effective in satis
fying public needs by taxation. 

Desirable as is t.his place fo r a summer 
residence, in particular localities, we believe 
some houses on 1l'Iain and High streets are 
disease-breeding institutions, from thc tol
eration ot overgrown sbade trees neal' the 
dwellings, ca.using gloom, dampness, rheu
matism, &c., to many· otherwise sunny, 
hea.lthful, cheerful homes. 

'Most of the roacls and sidewalks are too 
narrow. With an increasing popUlation, 
requiring an expansion of the avcnues for 
public t.ra.vel, some of these roads, which 
have been open to the public from all tillie. 
have, within 2.5 years, been partly covered 
by the enlargement of buildings or enclosed 
front yard fences. Th is practicc is not, 
only a damagc (,0 the publi.:: but to the real 
esta.te owners who a.re guilty of this action. 
It is also far from complimentary to the 
public authorities who suffer the public to 
be robbed. 

FIRE AND WATER DEPART~mN'l'. 

However sensible inclividnals may be 
as to the public neccssities, communities 
require some costly experience before they 
will sufficiently realizc those needs, as to 
be willing a. tax should be raised upon their 
property to supply them. This village in 
providing the means for ext.inguishing fires 
has a wa.ited th is educational process. In 
the snnuncr of 1834, a house near the north 
part of Ma.in street, owned by Dr, .John L. 
Dickerman, was entirely consullled by fire. 
Only the out-buildings were on fire when 
the cngines arrived on the gl'ound , and it 
was only the Ia.ck of water prevented the 
most valll<lble part of the housc from being 
saved. The indignant owner said, as he 
gazed upon the crowd doing nothing, 
"there are women enough here to ext in
guish that fire with their petticoats." 

http:milita.ry


VER?lWNT HISTORICAL MAGAZINE.38 

It was easy to see ho,,' perfectly useless Ivillage are supplied with constantly run
wert the best of fire eugines witbollt some ning water from spring's of great pnrity. 
way to snpply them. Meetings of the in· The water is brought by conduits to several 
habitants w~re called at vu.rious times,. at Idistribllting reservoirs in such localities as 
winch C0J111l11ttecs were apPolllted to deVIse 1 to best accommodate the consumers of the 
and report at n future meetiug some feasible water. There are 7 or 8 companies or 
plan to meet the difficulty. Progress t·o organiza tions for supplying all demunus 
t.hi" end was slow, but after years of co.n· 1 for running water. The "Yestern Aqueduct 
sideration, large underground cement cis- Associat.ion is the hli'gest and most· impor
terns, supplied by waste water from tant in t.he placc. Theil' spring is divided 
dwelling houses, were placed at such points into 180 shares. This' water was brought 
as was most advantageous. In 18G6, a great about one mile to High street in 182(;, I)y 
advance was made in this department, Messrs. John Holbrook, Asa Green and 
rendering tile supply of wat·er in iYlain Francis Goodhue. Shares have been sold 
street inexhaustible. A power·engine or for:t;8 each, but now fl.r\! valued at not less 
force·pump was placed in the ma.chine· than $100 each. The company deliver the 
shop of F. Tyler, at t.he south part of Main wlIter at a brick aqueduct house in High 
street, a.ud operated by a large water·wheeL street, and share owners pnt down slllall 
;By this llle,lns 200 gallons of water per pipes . leading to t.heir dwellings at their 
minute, from "lV-hetstone Brook, could be own expense, and they are subject to taxa
delivered at several hyd rants, in such posi- tion , in proportion t.o tbe amount of water 
tions as to be available at a fire in a.ny part theyown,tokeepthemainconduitin repair. 
of ?I:£a.in street, and, with sufficient hose, To the "lVestern aqueduct may be at
can be of gr0at service in protecting prop· t.ributecl t.he gTowth, in fact, the very ex· 
erty in other streets. istence of two of the most important streets 

There are now (1870) 3 eno'ines and 1 in this village. Thc three originators of 
hook and ladder company. "'Enrolled in this association conferred a benefit of g reat 
the fire engine companies are 300 citizens. importance to the public. They have long 
Having 4,000 feet of hose, a large pRrt of since passed away, but their memory lives 
the village CRn be protected fro111 fires by in that appropriate em blem of purity and 
wat.er from Whetstone Brook. One of the inr1ustry-pure rnnning water. 
engines was built by C. HunnemRn & Co., The men . who act as if they "were or· 
of Boston, iYlass., at a cost of $4,000. The dained to do, not to enjoy,"' unconsciously 
other twO hand-engmes cost $2,000 each. build their own monuments. However 
lIi<;ssrs. Jacob Est.ey & Co. purchased, a few large may be our organ of reverence, we 
years Slllce, a. steam fire engine, which involuntarily exercise it upon such a.s these. 
will be more effectual thun four or five It w"ill be well for hnman interests when 
hand·engines. seifi shness shall assume no 1Y0rse form of 

manifestation than was apparent in theThere never has been so efficient a fire de· 
action of these gentlemen in this anr1 other pa.rt.ment as within the last 4 years. For 
movements, in which they acted more for the late improvements, much credit is due 
the benefit of others than for tl1emsell'es. the chief engineer, Col. S. lI:L Waite. 

The village is well located for goodFires, under the present managemeut, are 
drainage; therefore, the neglect to improve almost invariably confined to bnildings 
this advantage seems, at first thought, inexwhere they originat.e. The most remal"k· 
cusable. It needs no argument to convince able exception to this rule occurred in N 0
any thoughtful, reflective perSOll bow im· vember, 1869, when the Brattleboro House 

. port.ant it is for the general welfare thatand sevel"al stores were consumed. The 
impure ,,'ater be not allowed to stand near great freshet, 'which occurred in the month 
dwclliDgs. to be removed only by solarbefore this fire, rendered ineffic ient the 
evapora tion. Legal gentlemen bave inpowel'-engine npon which the village de· 
formed us that the la"\\'s of this State arepended for the great snpply of water from 
defective in regard to this matter, 'and 

"I;Vhetstone Brook. should be so amended as to give the same 
All the buildings OD "'-Lain street and a privileges in making sewcrs as is now given 

large share of the dwelling houses in the in (.he const ruct ion of roads. , 
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The proprietors of the lnrge brick' block, seized bim by the collar at t.he right mo
no,,, building on t.he west. side of lI'Ia.in 
s tred, have gh'en a commendable example 
in making drains on priva:te accoun t. 

STEA)I 1\.\ \'TGX1'TO?< . 

Three steam boats from uclow here hltve, 
a t (1ifferent times, visit.ed this village, viz.: 
" Ba rnet, " '; .Toh n Ledy~~rd ,. anel " 'Nill iam 
HOlmes." Tile first·named hoat wa!; uuilt 
by Thos. Blanchard, of Spri ngfi eld, Mass., 
,,-here he invented a lat he for turni ng 
ee<;entric sila,pes, and first ,et it in successful 
orerat.ion at the U. S. Armory in shuping 
gun -stocks. }Ir. Blanchard was confident 
h~ could make steam navigation on the 
COllnecticut Ri ver, from Hartford far np 
int.o Verinont, a success. In 1827, when 
tl](' liWe Barnet went, for I.he first lime, 
screaming and puffing up the liver, t.he in
habitan ts of t.his place, aiways noted for 
kepping up witll t.he times ill their notions 
if not their actions, needed but little to 
excite their bopes or stimulate their ideality 
regarding the great advantages this villa.ge 
,,-as likely to receive from tbis powerful 
agency_ Capt. Blanchard, the hero of the 
hour, the p residi ng genius of the Barnet, 
'already k nown to fame for his achieve
ments in mechaniCS, proudly walked the 
deck of his steamer, inspi ring increased 
confidence tlwt g reater things were at hand 
and a new erlt about to d,twn upon this fer
tile valley. His advent here was o-reeted 
with bonfires, bell·ringing, illu mination a.nd 
intox ication. There was loud cheering 
from the well -li ned river bank, fUld Bri tish 
cannon, taken from Burgoyne at Benning· 
ton , roa rerl out from their urnzen throa ts 
tbe joyful news. Bu t these demollstmtions 
were made before our hero had got into 
port: he wa~ st ruggling aga.in,;t the rapids, 
called "the tunnel." below the bridge. 
,"hen abOll! half way up the rapids, the 
buat cam e to a standstill. Notwit,hstanrling 
tlH' tire wa; so g"c,tt tbat the bla.ze pou red 
fr0m the smoke·~taek . nnd Capt. Blanelw rc1 , 
wilh the energy or desp '~ir. was punch ing 
a·tra in" t the b~dl)f the river wit.h a spiked 
pole. nu further progress coukl be made. 
W !2 il c m.,tking vain efforts to successfully 
reinfo rce steam ,,-ith this ancient method 
of navigation , Capt. Blanchard fell from 
tll r boat in to the rapids and came near 
b~ing drawn uncler the boat, buL was for
tu na tely rescued uy strong hands. which 

ment to save him from the t.hreat.eued 
calamity. So rrow and disappoint.ment. 
were appa.renl tiS swift watcr now obt-ained 
th e victory, floating the Barnet and Blanch· 
ard down the stream. But. all was not 
lost, the nnconquerable will and genius, 
ever f~rtile in expedients, survived thi s 
cruel shock. The next trial to ascend 
proved successful, by applying t.he old sta· 
t.ionar)' wi ndlass t.hat had long been nsed 
for drawi ng flat·boats over these rapids. 

Now safely m')ored in t.he desired hann, 
as the sun went down , t.heasthmat.ic bl·eat.h 
mg und noise of contending elements in the 
bosom of the Brunet ccnsed, but the puulic 
mind was nnder a high pressure all 11Ia.t 
night. For the best reasons in the world. 
some "wouldn't go home till morning." 
Light from the morning sun fell upon 
broken ,vindows, tables, chairs, crockery, 
glass.ware, &c., thus giving any but com
plimentary evidence as to the way t.his high 
pressure was vented. The participa.nts in 
this, ever after called , " fa mous high-go," 
largely represented the village. The sur· 
vivors of this brilliant. engagement. for the 
evening, a.roused t.he foll owi ng day by the 
cannon, bell and hissing stea m of the Bar
net, bravely stepped on the hot, quivering, 
trembling deck of tile monster, and aW llY 
they went north, at the enormous speed of 
4 miles an hour. 

These heroic deeds were embalmed iu 
ve rse uy the poetical genius of th e time fi nd 
pl aec, but most of the actors are uow cov· 
ered by the silent turf. 

P UBLIC SCHOOLS. 

Early in the present century , \"hen the 
finaneil1l prosperi ty of t.his place depencled 
upun the manllfactu re of spelling·books, 
Bibles. ancl rye whiskey, and t.h e most eon· 
spicuous, noticeable fea ture at towu meet· 
mgs and other public gatherings. was the 
tall, maj estic form of Judge Whit.ney . ,\1r. 
A__~a id to his neighbor, Mr. F.. ,. 1 learn 
an attempt is to ue made at the next school 
meeting to raise money on tile scholar. in
st,eael of ou the grand list." IIII'. F. replied , 
.. I clou' l cloubt the truth of that report, for 
1 have heard conversa tion in va rious Quar
ters of such a chamct.er as leads nw t.o 
uelieve t.hey ,,,ill t.ry it. and if we (lou' t 
work pret.t.y sma rtly they will accomplish 
their plans. I':squire S. said he shou ld pay 
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no more money to ed ucate other people's 
children, and Mr. C. and lVIr. P. were 
agreed in saying it is as bad as highway 
robbery to compel tlJem to pay money for 
such a purpose." 

}fr. A., the first. person a lluded t.o in this 
conversation, was a fin n believer in special 
providences. H e was a poor ma n with a, 
young, dcpendent family , and it was all he 
coul rl do to keep the wolf f rom th e door. 
After hearing the remarks of hi s f ri end F., 
he said, " If Judge ,Yhit.ney ison OUl' side, 
tllCY will find it up hill to carry out. their 
plan, but, after all , 111y g rea test. confidence 
is in God'; his attributes a re 011 our side. " 

'When this question (;ame before the 
s(;hoolmeeting of the dis t.rid, Judge Whit
ney expressed, in a decided I1l U.11ller, his 
opposition to it, and by a majority vote the 
cause of pOOl' 1I1r. 11 ... was sustained. 

" 'Yell ," sa id Mr. F ., " Whom are you 
going to thank now, God or Judge WlJit
ney ? " 

There was at this time bu t little system 
in condu cting public sch ools here. Chil
chen carried to tllCir desks or ueu(;hes any 
lducl of books parents or guardiaus found 
the cheapest or m ost convenicnt to fUl'l1 isli. 
CO llsequently there could no t bc a proper 
classification of the school, o r economy of 
effort l.Jy the teacher. A large part of the 
time was ocr:npied by t.he schoolmas ter ill 
the manufactu re of pens fl'Om goose quill s 
and a rousing the fi end, by almost. incessanl 
ouecli ence to t.he " wise ll1an '~ " in struc
tions. In the ill-ventilated s(;hool-room 
were long benches and seats. conta ining 
from 3 to 10 scholars each, c rowded together 
in Bueh a mann er as to interfere as mu ch 
as possible with their comfort and conven
ience. When school was dismissed, 1I0ne 
but those who have been t.IIrough such 
ex periences can fully rea.lize the joy occa
sioned by this temporary emancip,tt ion. 

In a. master, for the winter term, t.bree 
Cj ualifieationB were iud ispensable H e must 
unde rstand how to ma ke a good pen, a.nd 
ba ve an indomitable w ill , and suffic ien t 
physical pOWCI' to maintain an absolu te 
monarchy over "cabin ed , cribbed, con
fin ecl ," .iu veuile republicans, who, outside 
of school, were tolerated by t.heir parents 
in all sorts of noisy, ri o tou~ demonstra
tions and ovations to the gocldessof liberty. 
It was not wi thout some influence upon the 

rising generation, that the old veterans from 
Blinker Hill , Sar atoga and Bennington 
WCTe t.hen am ong us, living, walking reali
ties ancl representa tives of that desperate 
though Buccessful contest under a banner 
on which was iuscribed. in a,vful l ette r~ of 
fire and blood , " Resistance to tyra n ts is 
obedience to God." 

A lmost da i ly , attended wi III cries of 
anguish , came ph~'s.ical conflicts between 
scholars and a master, who seemed a;; de
ficient in a knowledge of hlllnan uature, or 
philosophy of t!.I e mind, as in ability to 
mak e a wat.ch. 

Clearly comes befo re us recoll e,ct.ions of 
that. brute in human form, with stiff, b inck 
hair, standing like hog's bristles upon his 
head, slashing Ili s rulc indiscriminately 
npon innocent and guil ty tremblers, 

,. Who had learned to trace 
The day's disasLer in hi.s morning face. " 

" Romeo '?i' iJ son," " Tinsel Sarg~ ut. " 

"Toad Cu~hing," and others ~were mae!e to 
plniuly unr!ersland if th ey received R blow 
from this modern Solomon. a severe)' one 
awaited them a l· hOllle. The suffering " ie 
t.ims of tymnnical out.rages fTom teachers 
and parents, as W,lS enougll , ane! did mllke 
some hat.e school an cl Inast.er forever, well 
knew an exposure of t!.I eir "rongs wonld 
not· lessen them , therefore, 

" That tale tbe.y did not then unfold." 

Time brought some improvements, ancl 
other ordifl'eren t qll>l lificatio lls for teaciI ers 
than those ment.ioneri wcre deman ded. 
The first time a blackboard appeared in the 
scllool-!'Oom was under the administrati on 
of :ItTI'. C. C. Frost, in the winter of 1827. 
This geutleman , who is no",- called .. the 
lea rned shoemal(er," we think had as much 
will >1 8 any of Ili s predecessors, but he did 
not spencl so much of Ilis t ime, as did m ost 
of them, in u ~ing the rod. While in the 
empl oy of thc d istrict, hc was faithful to 
his charge, and it was said t.he school II 'ld 
never been so well kept before. H e ":RS 
obliged to l<j hor nndl~T so many disach a.n 
tages , "uch as 'I"e have already alluded to, 
he could not be in duccd to continue ill this 
work. lIe lUIS ever sin r:e labored upon the 
!.Iuman understanding , though in a different 
manner, in lIiain Btreet. 

As LI:is pl ace advanced iu wealth , citizens 
from other Sta tes became rcsidents he-reo 
Among t!.Iose who ha.ve helped to bring 

ahou t desira.ble chan 
rcm, mar be honora;';_ 
_lllDISO:K BRo'i\~ , a gn, . 
and firs t. pas tor of the _ 
lablishecl lJer e. He gln-,c 
this ma.tter , was a fr' 
sc!.Iools and tried to inn-: __ 
the same. As early as > _:_ 
ma tter a theme of a put.: 
chUl'ch on F ast day . F 
servation, we have rea.~r.:. 
proved every opp or t.ulli,:- 
pI e to cstRblish the sell 
operation . With pel'si - 
deuce, uncleI' some bittt:r 
but littl e, if any, en cou~ :_ 
hored on until seven ye.ar- _ 
plishm en t of his w ishes. 
mos t. wealthy pari shioueJ" 
all the" poor boys boot-bi, 
his residence in this \"i llage 
said, payj ng his school tax . 

In the autumn of 1841, , : -
was exc it.ed upon t.his sul--'
O(: \"eral m cet.ings, a ttended . , 
' 0 hear it discussion of th e _, 
3d\"ocated by :i\Jr. Brown. :'- _ 
Bradley, L . G. Mead, .J. ~ 
Blak e, A. Brown and C. D: .- _ 
the new movemell t and rna'~ c 

highly interes ting by t IJ ei~ 
was convincing ly made e 
audience, all re1l1 estate 0,';_ 

benefitted by ha ving goo(: '
knowledge ab road of such 
an inducem ent to people l i'- ;~ 
oreel places, to settle hC're : 
lional advantHge~. Fa.ll1i lie 
fWIlI this motive would 
acquis itions to this commun i-:

No outspoken opposit ion 

at these meetings a.nd such 

talent and wealth of the p; 

question almost by acclama' ~ 


~Iessrs . L. G. ffl ead , 0_ D· '" _ 
Steen were elected prUdem : 
",-itll instructions to reorg 
upou the new plltn, and }lo>l: 
the first tea.cher of tile cem' 
vancecl school. H e proy!;! 
tent for his position and w ' ,_ 

nate in material upon 'Vlli ~ 
thereby building up a good! 
lJimself as well as fo r thtl sc~ 

Brattl eboro is the first t{)v!_ 

I 
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41 BRATTLEBORO. 

where was adopted the NIassachuser.t.s sys· 

tem. may be honorably mentioned REV. 
a bou t desirable changes in our school sys· 

tern of gra.ded schools. The expense of 

ADDISON BROWN, a graduate of Harvard sustaining the public schools for one year, 
were at firs t less than $2000. N ow, (1870), 

talilished here. He gave early atten t.ion to 
and fi rs t. pastor of the second church es

as we leam from the report of the town 
superintendent, John Cutt.ing, Esq. , tilethis mattcr , was 11 frequent visit.or of t.he 
expenses are over $6000 per year, for t.hisschools and t.ried to influence others to do 
village. thc same. As early as 1834, he made this 

matte r a theme of a p ublic discourse at hi s I n 1857, and we think at some other 
church on Fast day. From personal ob· times, t.here has not been that progre8S and 
sen·ation. we have reason to bel ieve he im diSCipline as was pleasing to the friencls of 
proved every opportunity to move the peo common school educat ion; but eluring most 
pl e to establish th e school syst.em now in of the time since 1841 the schools have 
operation. With persistence and confi  made good progress and g iven genera l if 
dence . under some bitter persecution and not universal satisfaction. DUl'ing all this 
but little, if an)" enconragement, he la_ period of about 40 years, there has nevel' 
bored on until seven yea rs saw thc accom been manifested anyth ing like a general de
plishment of his wishes. Thcn one of his s ire of t.he people to abandon the p resent 
most. weal t.hy parishioners, who would have system andret·urn to the olel ways. Under 
all the" poor boys boot-blacks," abandoned able ma.nagement during the last 16 years, 
hi ~ rcsidence in this village to avoid, it was the most advanced school has ma.intained 
said , paying his school tax. a high character and is now (1879), well 

worthy to be called a model school. Cer In the autumn of 1841, sufficient interest 
tain ly no puhli institution is doing morewas exci ted upon this su bject. as to call 
O'ood. or reflec ts so h igh Ilonor upon theseveral mcet ings, attended by both sexes. 

East village of Bratt.l eboro.
to heal' a discussion of the new sysLem, a 

That accomplished and able instruct.or,ad,oeated by )1r. Brown. }.les rs. J. DOlT 
Mr. B. F . Bingham, now (1879), in charge ofBradley, L . G. )Iead, J. Steen, J ohn R 
the high school, has served longer in t.his·Blake, A. B rown and C. Davis, advocated 
department tha.n anyone of his pl'edecessors the new movement and made the occa.sion 
and no one has, since the beginning of the'higbly intercsting by thcir remarks. I t 

system, g iven oetter satisfac tion. 
was I:onvincingly made evid en t to their 


audience, all real estate owners would be 
 )lECJIANICS. 


benefitted by having good schools, as li 

Among the mecha.nics of the p,ist, "hose

knowledge abroad of such a fact would be 
genius or invent ive po wer has contriouted 

an inducement to people living in less f av
to the welfare of t.he wo rlel, m ay be hon

ored places, to se ttle here for the educa· 
orably noted the name of Sam 'l G. F oster

tional advantages. Famili es com ing here 
of this village. In the year 1828, :ilil'. Fos· 

from this motive would make va luabl e 
t·er macle a.n important improvement in pa

acquisitions to this community, &c. 
per milk ing. ca.lled thc "pulp drcsser." 

No ou tspoken opposition 'vas man ifested This invention, we lea.rn. is now used in 
a.t these meetings and such an array of the all paper m ills and is considered ind ispen 
tn,lent, and wealth of the place carri ecl the sable. Though others 11<1'1e reccived g rca t 
qu estion almost by ltcclamation. benefits from the use of this invention . lIl'. 

?llessrs. L. G. ;\Iead, C. Davis and J oseph Foster received no compensation for th is 
Steen were electeel prudential committee benefit to the worlel, in cheapening the cost. 
with instructions to reorganize the sChool~ in paper manufac ture. Th e first mill 
upon the new plan, aoel Moses Woolson was where this invention w as used, caused the 
the first teacher of the central 01' most ad  d ischarge of 12 hands and at the same t ime 
va.nced schooL He proved fu lly compe accomplished more work in the mill than 
t.ent for his position and was quite fonu · before the disch arge. This invention 
natc in m aterial upon which to operate, cH used t.he esta.blishment in this place of a 
thereby building up a good rep utation for m anufactory of pa.per machin ery, a busi· 
himself as well as for the school. ness that has been successfully calTiecl on 

Brattleboro is the first town in the State here abou t 40 years. . 
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.~1l'. Foster died in Fitchburg..Mass .. in I 

}t:; ,O. aged abont 75 yca.rs. 
In 1832, and from Lha t time to 1845, 

.John Gore maonfactured in this place sta
tiomny steam engines and boilers. H e also 
llUl.de mncl~inery used 00 steamboa.ts for 
frt lghT busmess on Coo oecticut river. Iu 
1837 he constructed a steam cHrriaO'e fo), 
use on com moo rO(tds. which we ha;e ~eell 
ascend som(; of th e hills in this village by 
the power of steam alone. 

The genius and successfu l efforts of onr 
old mechanic~ is not sufficiently appreci
ated . We are reaping. almost uncon
scionsly, the fruits of tbeh efforts with as 
littl e thought of their orig in as we bestow 
upon those little silent co ra.l workers be
neath the sea, while \\e parta.ke of tropical 
fr uit.s and admire tbe bel\,uty of islands on 
which they grow, rel\,red by their unceas
ing industry. 

Bamard A. Warreu, bom in "'JarlboI'O. 
Vt., in 1810, dUl'log some 10 yeai's 
of life in East Brat.tleboro <rave evi 
dence of great excellence in' m"'ecbanica; 
ability. Upon the urgent soli citation of 
the leading member of It large importing 
house in New 1'01'];: city , he left Brattle
boro in the employ of t.hi s company, in 
Ma.rch, 1840, and livcd in Brooklvn until 
his death in :D-by, 1850. Six year~ before 
he left this villa.ge for New YOI'k, he r e
ceived an acciden tal gun·sbot wound,upon 
oue side of his head, that ca me near prov
ing fatal and impaired his heaJt.h for some 
months. As his grea.test successes in the 
exercise of his skill or inventive ' power, 
{!ame after this a.ccident, it is possible some 
new combinations 01' ex tra stimulus was 
gil'e n to his bl'ain; as the hea.lth of some 
people has been improved by a shock of 
light.ning. The aforesaid house in New 
York employed him to devise and con
.struet. machinery for tb e manufactu re of 
.st.eel pen;.;. L'p to this time t.hey had em-
played during;) or 6 yea rs, t.he best me· 
chanical talent they coulc1 find in this 
country for this pl1l'pose, but had been un
able to produce an article that would sue
ces-flllly compete with the imported pen. 
:NIr. 'WaITen so fully answered th e demands 

meo('ed rhe manufacture of gold lkll &. 
His labors ill this new fi eld aod upon his 
OWll retipoosibility were attenc1ed "'i th re
markable success. Hi~ career form!' a 
ootewo rthy excertioo of the rule. viz: 
" lo ventors sow for others to reap." 

.\ ~lASONIC: LODGE 

"-as in operat iou here several years before 
the ,. ~ lor!!a ll excitement. ·· This excite
Illent rcnoered the order unpopular in I.his 
State and meetiogs of the order were dis· 
continued fo r many years. From a hist·or
ical ,ketch of this organization by It W . 
Cl ,nke. 8sq. . \\e copy the following' . 

,. Th e first Lodge of Free and A.ccepted 
l\lasons established in Brattleboro. was 
called Oolumbian Lodge, No. i:l4., and reo 
ceived it.scharterfrom the Mo~t 'Vorshipfnl 
Grand Lodge of Yermont. at its a.nnual 
session held at Montpelier in Octo ber. A. 
L. 5812. The original pet.it.ion fOr a trur
nlllt of Dispensat ion to ,york. was dated 
March 27, A. L. 5812, and addressed to the 
H on. J ohn Chipman, at that time the :Most 
Worshipful Grand Master of the G. L. of 
Vennoot, signed by the following namecl 
Brethren. none of whom arc now living, 
viz: Lemuel Wbit.ney, Abram Kingsbury, 
Abram Tinker, Elisha Chase, Elihu Field 
Jr. , Samuel Elliot, Samuel Clark, J ohn ,,/ 
Blake, Nahum Cutler, Rodney Burt, Quar
tus Smead, Na.thaniel Bliss, Aa.ron Barney, 
Samuel Dichnson, Richard Phillips, POl" 
tel' Johnson, Joseph Brown and Asa Green. 
Grand Mastel' Chipman , having considered 
the pet.it.ion. granted his " rarrant of Dis· 
pens>ltion under date of .ilia)' 5th , A. L. 
5812, wbich pcrmitted the brethren to hold 
their communicatiolls either at Brat.tleboro 
or Guilforc1. F or many years after the 
Loc1ge was co nstituted. the meelings were 
held ill Gui lford, but suhsequently in Brat· 
tleboro. This Lodge suspended work 
about the year A. L. 5830, (tnd soon a.fter 
su rrendered its Charter t.o th e Grand Lodge 
of the Stat.e, under a mandat·c to that 
effect. The Hon. Lemu el vVbitney was 
the first appointed Master of this Lodge 
and held that office by elect.ion for many 
consecut.ive yea rs from th e elate of tbe 

of his employers, aft,e r laboring for them i charter. 'Many if not most of the leading 
5 years. they tried to secure his services by and infin elltial men of Brattlehoro an d 
wri tt.en contract 8 years longer and at great- Gu ilford . dl1l'ing those times, were of its 
ly increased compensation. He left his mem bership. :i\Iasters of t.he old Colum
.employers, after 5 yea rs service and COill- biall Lodge were_Samuel Whitney, Elihu 

Fic"ld, ~rl eU1as Rohlm: 
Emerson Burnham, Da 
Rl)ot . John Hudson. r 
rece ived its charte.r .J at, . 
under th e name of Cnlu."," 
30. The wa.rran t of 
iSEllCd to the follow ing 
petitioners, by the lat.e G, 
Tucker. under date of :: 
viz : ebas. Cummings. L 
{'a;·penter. A. P. Wilder. ~.• 
H. Capcn . H. R. Godlf" ~.. 
_\.shhell Dicl'inson. Hen~' 
Ko ight and R. IV. Clarke. 

arpcnt,er wa·~ the first IIp 

the Lodge. as also the ti r,,( 
'l'he followi ng brethrcn h~T. 
of W. iVI. ~ ince the CO!! -
lodge, viz: E ..J. Cil rpcn ter. 

-m. E. Nichols. Geo. II. ~ 
R VintOll. N. S. H owe. T.. ;
C . ..I... :'I'[iles. Ii:. H. Put 
Simonds." The present mt'll. · 

AN O DD FELLOWS L 

Was instituted in this town !. 
ceremOllies of organization 
by Grand Master Rev. A I 
:Jlassachusetts . The fi rst X~ · 
R E-v. J ohn Willis. The or.; 
perOllS condi tion, (tlld has ",,
many worthy citizens. 

At the time of tllc organi ~ 
lodge there was 110 Grand ::: 
State, therefore they applie:" 
Lodge of 'Massachuset ts for 

BANKS. 

The first moni ed institn tir 
called the Brattleboro Ban k. 
ated in 1821. Hon . .Jonatilan IT 
first president aud Epa. 
ca·shicr. The institution 
tained a high chl1 racter, 8!!'~ 
ide-nt and cl\,shier continue! : 
ing life. .Mr. Hunt died in >~ 
Seymour die(1 in 1854. D 
brook succeeded MI'. H m; 
Upon thc death of nIl'. II 
Seymou r Wil S chosen pre"h 
during the administration of . 
1dcnt:. Capt. Sam'l Root, ' 1. 

tion was changed to SUi L - ' 

wha t is now ct\llecl <. Brat.; 
Bnnk," chartered July 18. i 

T he cashiers from its tir-
in 1821, to t.he last charter: 
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. uiacture of gold pens. 
: .. _ new fi eld llnd upon his 

. ::'~' "'ere attended ,,,i th re-
His career forms a 

viz: 
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. :~lD Lodge, No. 34, and re
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~ a iontpelier in October, A. 

-r-. e original petition for a War· 
" leusation to work. was dated 
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man at that time the ~lost 
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Ricllard P hillips, POI" 
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Inn'ing considered 

" " 'arrant of Dis· 

t )Iay 5th, A. L. 
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' he meetings were 
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Field, Artema-s Robbins, Aaron Barney, 
Emerson Burnham, Dana Hyde, Jr., Axial 
ROOL, John H:udson. The prese nt lodge 
received its ch,nter J anuary, A. L. 5856, 
under t.he name of Col um bian Lodge, No. 
36. The WRlTant of dispensation was 
issueil to t.he following named brethren, 
petitioners, by the late Grand 'Jiaster, P. C. 
Tucker , uuder date of .January 4, 5855, 
viz: Chas. Cumm ings, Louis F llrst, E. J . 

foll ows: Epa. Seymour, H enry Smitll, S. 
}L Clark, Horatio Noyes, Phillip Wells, 
Frank Wells. George S. Dowley. present 
cashier,1876. Present· capital $150, 000. 
*THE WINDHAM PROVIDENT INSTI'lTTION 

FOR SAVINGS 
Was charLered in 1846 and it wenL into oj) ' 
erat ion J al1llH ry 1847. AppliC,lt.ion W,lS 

mfide for a cbarter in 1844 and in 1845, but 
wiLhout Sllccess, as but little was tllen 

Ca;'penter , A. P. Wilder , ,~r. C. BryanL, ,J. known abou t saving banks in this State, 
H. Capen, H. R. Godf.rey, H. Hastings, Iand it was though t no more hanks were 
Ashbell Dickinson, Henry Smith , Samuel needed in Vermont. In 1869, Witll liberty 
Knight and R. W. Clark e. Broth er E. J. j gnllltccl by the Legislature in 1867, the 
Carpenter was til e tirst appointed ~la ster of 
the Lodge, as also the fi rst elected Master. 
The fo.llowing bret.hren ha ve held Lhe offi ce 
of ,V. M. since the const.iLution of the 
lodge, viz: E. J. Cm'penter, R. \V . Clarke, 
'Vm. E. Niehols, Geo. R. Newman, Wm . 
H . Vinton, N. S. H owe, L. R. Dea.rborn , 
C, A.. J'Iiles, E. H . Putnam a.ncl A. J . 
Simonds." Tbe present membershi p is 180. 

A1\ ODD FELLOWS LODGE 
,Vas instituted in thi s to wn in 1846. The 
ceremonies of organization were conducted 
lJy Grand }Iaster Rev. Albert Case, from 
;)iassacliu setts. Th e firsL Noble Granel was 
R.ev..John Willis. The order is in a pros
perOllS cond ition, ami has within its ranks 
many worthy citizens. 

At the time of the organization of this 
lodge there was no Grand Lodge of the 
Sta te, therefore tlley applied to tbe Grand 
Lodge of l\iassltchusetts fo r a dispensation. 

B.Hil(S. 

The first moniecl institu ti on in this place, 
ca Jl ed the Brattleboro Bank, was incorpor
at.ed in 1821. Hon. ,Jonatha.n Hunt was th e 
first president and Epa. Sey mou r first 
casbier. Th e in stitu tion always main
tained a higb character , ,md the first pres· 
ident and cashier con t.inlled in office dur
ing life. ~ir . Hunt died in 1832, and Mr. 
Sev lllollr died ill 18!i-t Dell.. ,Tohn HoI· 
br;ok succpeded '\fr. Hunt in 1832. and 
11pon the death of )Ir. Holbrook. Epa. 
Seymour wati chosen presi(lent. i t was 
during the admi nistration of the nex t pres
ident , Capt. Sam'l Hoot, tha.t tbe iustitu· 
tion was changed to suit the times in to 
what is now caJled '. Brattleboro National 
Bank," cha.rtered July lH, 1865. 

Tlle casbiers frol11 its first organizat ion 
in ]821, to the last ebaner ill 186:') , a re as 

directors ha.ve erected n substant.ial brick 
building three s tories in height, which in 
its general appearance, its finish anel al" 
rangements, its thorough construction, 
both as to material and work is a cred it to 
the institut.ion and an orna ment to the viI· 
lage. L. G. ~Iead , E sq., was its treasnrer 
fr011l the time of its cOlUmenceinent to 1869. 
Unr1er thc ab le and fa.ithful ma.nagement. of 
Mr. !l'Icad , assisted by a board of directors 
selec!.ed from time to time from the best . 
busin ess men of Brattleboro and other 
towns in this cou nty, the instituti on has 
attained its present success a.nd importance. 
I( has now, 1869, invested $816,000. I t 
has pa id depositors tvz per cent. for the 
last 5 years. N. B. Williston" Esq., was 
the first presielent a.nd L. G. j\-Iead , Esq., 
was the last one cboson to fiJI t.hat office 
in January, 1869. 

THE IVINDHA.'l COUN TY BANK. 

N. 8. Williston. president, and S. .i'lL 
Wait.e. cashier, was first in operation ill the 
yea.]' 1850. It is now caneel the First Na· 
tional Bank of Brattleboro, with ~, capit al 

of $300.000. 
1'0S'l')1A STEn. 

Charles H. Mansnr. 

PHYSJCIAlS'S. (1870). 

,J, P. Warren, H. D. Holton, D. P. Denr
born, C. W. Horton, G. F, Ga.le. 1. H. 
Stedman. 

PllYSICIANS. (1879). 

,'Hartin Bruce, Henry Tucker. C. A. 
Gray, James Conlanel. G. H . Harvey. and 
Drs. Draper, Clark and Phelps at the Asy· 
lu m. 

ATTORNEYS AT I,A W (1870). 

Chrke & Ha.~ldns. fat-han HalJ. Dflniel 

*From the Vennont Phf£nix . 
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Kellogg, .Larkin G. Mead, Field & Tyler, 
Geo. Howe, Asa Keyes. 

EDUCO\TIONAI, INSTITUTIONS. (1869. ) 

Elm Hall Selllinary, (established 1855,) 
.Mrs. L . J)1. Chase, principal; BU1'l1side-A 
family boarding school for boys, (estab· 
lished 18130,) C. A. il'Iiles, principal: Glen· 
wood L !1.dies Seminary , (cstablislled 18130,) 
Hiram Orcutt, principal, Miss Mary E. 
Cobb, vice principnl. ,Vest Bratt.leboro; 
H ome Scbool for Boys undcr ten years of 
age, by ilIiss Amelia S. Tyler, (established 
18(37): Laneside F!1mily SchOOl for Girls, 
(established 18130 ,) by Miss Louise Barbel'. 

ANTl·ST,A VERY IN 1837. 

From 1832 to 1840, lectures ag!l inst slav· 
cry met witb all un welcome receptioll in 
many tow ns in New England. Public 
senliment liS manifested 011 this subject by 
the people of Brattleboro. in the sUlllmer 
of 1837. was more sniteel to tile atmospilcre 
of Hartford, Ct.. , or Charleston, S. C. , thall 
to the free air of Vermont. Looking bRck 
40 yea.rs, in OUl' history and reRlizing the 
compara tively isolated conditioll Rnd quiet 
avocations of t.he people, it is lin,rd to ac· 
count for the diseased stRte of the public 
mind as then exhibited upon tlds subject. 
This disea.se by its malig na.ncy or in tensity 
soon worked its own cu re. The conduct 
of the opponents to these lectures Rnswered 
their oft repeated question , "Why do you 
come Ite'l'e to lecture upon slavery , where we 
have no slaves'/" When ministers of the 
gospel refuscd to read notifications of anti· 
slavery meetings, wilen one justice of the 
peace in Brattleboro advocated the appli· 
cation of tar and feathers to tliC person of 
Rev. E. R. T yler , because he gave lectUl'es 
upon this ~ ubject at the Congregational 
chapel in Ell iot street , and another justice 
of the peace said he would "find powdcr 
for the mob if tiley would blow the danllled 
aboli t ionist dowD the bank"-we involun· 
tarily became Rbolitionists. This c rusade 
against free speech, t h is viohltioD of thc 
right of discuss ion , as manifested by firing 
cannons near the windows of the lecture 
room and loud distu rbing, threa.tening 
shouts of a mob, susta ined in tbis raseality, 
as we knew, by o ffi cers of the law a lld OUI' 
nearest, and OD ot,her subj ects, most n1tional 
neighbors - conviDced thoughtful people 
that they han a work to do to emancipate 
themselves. 

Such exhibitions of injustice 01' illiber· 
ality, in a community like this, are lIOt 
without th eir uses, in the instruction they 
cODvey to perpetrators as well as the vic· 
tims of ' it. P robahly this place is now as 
free from public intolcra.nee as any CO Ol · .. 
muni ty in tile world. There is ample proof 
tilat persecution, whether from combina· 
tioDs of m en or individuals, is ben efic ia l to 
the persecuted. In t,he autumn of 1842 a 
stone was throwll against thc door of the 
lVletllodist cllapel, in Canal stree t, w.hile a 
Second Advent preacher was on his knees 
at prayer, he exclaimed instant ly, "God 
bless tilat s ton e." 

MILITARY IN BRATTLEBORO 

FROM 1724. 

The circumstances in whicil OUl' early 
settlers were placed, rendered Der.essary a 
constant appea.1to force. FretlueDt attacks 
from Indians, Frencb Canadians, growing 
out of old French War di fficul ties, claims 
and aggress ions of New York, &c., so ex· 
ercised their organs of combativeness, 
tilere was proba.bly but lit tle time or dis· 
position to cultivate other departmellts of 
tbe braiD. The military was, with them, 
{.he earliest and most important institu· 
tioll . 

The fi rs t operatiolls were commenced 
here 29 years before this town was cllar· 
te red by the roya.l governor of New 
Hampshire. To protect her north em fron · 
tiel' from attacks from Canada, j}Iassa· 
chusetts built a fort on grounds within the 
p rcsent limits of Brattleboro East village, 
on ,grounds now owned and occupied by 
Simon l3rooks, Esq. In hODor of 8ir' 
.'Villi am Dummer, who was at. t ila t time 
Lieu t. -Governor of ~-rassach\.1setts, tili s 
fort received the name of "Fort Dum
mer." Sixteen years after the erection of 
tlJ is fort, t ile co mmand devolved upon 
Col. J osiail Willard, and, we ilave bee n 
informed , his remains, with those of otb el' 
early occupantfl of ,his fort, were placed 
in u (;emetery upon the eastern bank of th(1 
Connecticut river, nearly opposite the 
site of the old fort. 

Some of the monuments iD this ancient 
cemetery a rt: covered with lichen s, and 
the iDscriptioDs so effaced it is DOt poss ible 
to read tbem. The earliest date legible is. 

1759, upon a stone ert c: . > 
of }Loses P alm er, of L:" 

Several headsLones IJ; ~ 
on the name vViIlan: . 
probably erec ted to ," 
connections of the old 

Tll ongh frOI"l1 some c: 
we cannot leaI'D who w ,_ 
.thell!, ye t tlle foll ow ing : 
froll! on e of these mor~. 
good presumptive e1" ilie 
been correctly infol'UlL" 
l'est ing·place of Col. Jo~: ~ 

" H ere lies the , 

MADAM HANNA-H -

Relict of Col. Josiah \~-: 
DlllIllller. She was, 
faithful wife, a ,end e~ 
-dial friend, und a sill 
il,nd qUitted moltality, ::>1 
in th e 78th year of her 
behind her a numerous ( . 
nobl e exampl e." 

"Blessed a re the de> 
the Lord ." 

Of the" llU lUerous progc 
-Covered record of RlJundre., 
us, one was well·known to ii 
now living III this village. 
remember all aged gentl , 
"ilIr. Willard, , . who lived 
in·bw, Asa Green, Esq., ne...~ 
of High from Mai n street. T 
tbe pOssession of Mr. WiL.,. 
with a barrel of unusnal len;.... 
teresting relic of the olden lim , 
a very efIect i I' C weapon ill th.: 
father , Col. Willard, as sc ','" 
therelJy ass istecl to their hll 
grounds, could testify. ] 
eral ti mes visited the " J)u: 
wben it was OWned by the : 
vresent proprietor. 

Interesti ng aceouDts ~nd d \, 
the fon , from perwna l reeo!!, 
given by Willard to Mr. B 
size of tbe buildings and in,:. 
g iI'en, a.nd tJle exact localioc: 
by stakes. 

As here was tbe dawning. );" . 
foot ·print of c iVilization in :: 
not the til-5t in the StRte, a:: 
<ietails of fac ts respecting it 1'_ 

p reciou s to tile inhabitants of 
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175D, upon a stolle erected to tbe memory 
of 310ses Palmer, of Little Compton. 

Several he"dstones have inscribed there
on the name Willard, and they were 
probably erected to the memory of the 
connections of the old commander. 

Though from some of these headstones 
we can not learn who was placed beneath 
.them, yet the following inscnption , copied 
from one of these monuments, furni shes 
good presumpt ive eviclence that we have 

to all future tim e. For·this reason, we 
present some parti culars from 

" IULL'S n rSTORY OF E ASTERN VERMOKT." 

"Col. Jo hn Stoddard, of Nortbampton, 
was ordered to superi nten li the bu ildi ng 
of the block-house. The immediate over , 
sight of the work was committed to Li eut. 
Timotby Dw ight , who, with a competent 
force, consisting of foul' carpcn ters, twel ve 
so ldiers, with narrow axes, and two teams, 
commenced operat ions on tbe 3d of Feb'y, 

been correctly informed as to the last I 1724. Before the sum mer had begun, the 
Test ing-place of Col. Josiah vYillard: 

" Here lies the remains of 

JL-I.DAM HANNAH WLLLARD, 

Relict of Col. Josia h Willard, ofFott 
Dummer. She was an affectionate, 
faithful wi fe, a tender mother, a co r
dial friend, and a sincere Christ ian, 
and quitter! mortality, }Iay 13, lIn, 
in the 78th year of her age, lea.ving 
behind bel' a numerous progeny and a 
noble example." 

., Blessed a l'e the dead who die in 
the Lord ." 

Of the " numerous progeny ," t Ilis moss
covered record of a Ilundreu years informs 
u s, one was well-known to severa l citizens 
now living III this village, and we well 
remember a n aged gent leman, known as 
." ;\11'. Willa rcl ," who lived with hi~ son
jn-luw, Asa Green , E sq. , near the entrance 
of High f rom Main st.reet. There was in 
the possession of Mr. Willard , ~t musket 
with a barrel of unusual lellgtll. This in
teresting relic of the olden time had proved 
a very effective weltpon in the hands of his 
father. Col. \Villard, as several Inui ans, 
tbel'ehy assisted to their happy hU llting
grollllds, could testify. MI'. Willard sev
eral times visited the " Dul1l mer Farm " 
w hen it was owned by the father of the 
present proprietor. 

Interesting accounts a.n d descriptions of 
the fort , from personal ;'ecollections, were 
given by "IV'illard to Mr. Brooks. The 
size of the buildings and inclosul'e were 
g iven , and t.he exact location designated 
by st.akes. 

As Ilere WfLS the dawning-light., the first 
foot·pri nt of civilizat ion in this town , if 
not the first in the State, all interest.ing 
details of facts res pect ing it must ever be 

I fo rt was in such aeondit ion as t~ be hab
' ltable. It was bUIl t of yellow Pllle, and 

was nearly 180 feet squ,ne . Within were 
four province houses, as they were called , 
two stories in heig ht , comfortab le, and, 
for those days, even can venient; besides 
whicb there were small er houses, contain 
ing a room euch, which could be occupied 
when the garr ison num bered more than it.s 
usual compleme nt of men. 

Without, the fort was picketeu . Posts, 
25 feet in height, placed perpendic ul arly 
in tbe ground, side by side, and sharpened 
at t he upper end, surrounded it on every 
side. Openings were left in the pickets 
through which to fire on the enemy, and 
at uppos ite a ng les of the fort, 25 feet from 
the gronnd a nd five feet above the tops of 
the pickets, sq uare boxes were placed in 
which sentinels kept g'llarcl . 

T o the patereros, with whi ch tbe gar_ 
ri~on was originally fUl'lli ~ h ed, several 
swivels were added in 1740, which enabled 
the j nlllates of tlle fm·tto r eCeiYB!l;e BnBm), 
with an enfilad ing fi re, ('(-mdering the place 
compa rat ively secure. 

There was in the fort a great gun whose 
report could Ije heard for many miles. 
This gu n was never tired except as n. signal 
for assist.all ce, or on the recept.ion of some 
news. 

The force of Capt. Dwig ht, the first 
commander, numbered in a.ll 55 effect ive 
men , of whom 12 were lndian~ of the 
j.\Iaquas tribe. October 11 th the fort was 
n.ttacked by the enemy, and four or five of 
its occupants either killed 01' wounded. 

A. trading or trncl,-ho uSCl was built in 
1731, fo r receiving artic les of traffic from 
the I ndians, and they ca me hither in large • 
numbers to trade, hringing, to exclHlnge 
for the prod ucts of the white man, deer , 

recious to the inhabitants of Brattleboro I beaver and moose sk ins, and tallow. This 
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traffic was carl'ied on many years under 
the charge of Joseph Kellogg, who was 
captain and truck-master. 

The Rev. Ebenezer Hinsdi1l was chll.p, 
lain 12 or 14 years from 1730. 

Capt. Josiah Willard assumed the com
n1and in 1740, and its former commander, 
Joseph Kellogg, was lndian interpreter 
until 1794. 

In 1746, some of t.he l>lock ·houses on the 
river were burned, and during several 
months Fort Dummer was the most north
ern post provided with a garrison. 

In 1747, Brig.-Gen. ,Joseph Wright, by 
order of the governor, directed Lieut. 
Dudley Bradstreet to take command of 40 
men, and with them garrison Fort Dum
mer in place of the guard then stationed 
there. April 5th, 001. Josiah Willard was 
superseded by Bradstreet, but after five 
months the fort was again placed in care 
of its former commander, Col. Josiah 
Willard. 

In the year 1748, the Rev. Andrew 
Gardner was appointed chaplain, and Col. 
W!llard added two more swivels to the 
munitions. He also at this time made 
needed repairs to the fort. Dec. 8, 1750, 
Col. Josiah Willard died, and ten days 
thereafter was succeeded by his son, Maj. 
Josiah Willard, who formerly had charge 
of a garrison at Ashuelot.

• 	 In 1751, there was mu c:h alarm for the 
safety of the fort, but in consequence of 
vigilant activity in measures of defense, no 
incursions were made during the summer. 
In February, 1752, the garrison was re
duced to five men. In this condition it 
remained, under the command of Major 
Josiah Willard, until January; 1754, when 
the General Court of Massachusetts voted, 
'that from and after February next, no 
further provision be made for the pay and 
subsistence of the five men now posted at 
Fort Dummer, and that the Captain-Gen
eral be desired to direct Major Josiah Wil
lard to take care that the artill ery and 
other warlike stores be sec:ured for the 
government. ' 

In consequence of renewed hostilities on 
the part of the Indians, late in the summer 
of 1754, the garrison was increased and

• 	 continued until 1757, under the command 
of Nathan Willard. 

Records at Concord, N. H., show peti
tions, about this time, from the gran.tees 

of Brattleboro, asking, in consequence of 
lrouble wilh Indians, for further time in 
which to comply wilh the terms of the 
charler of 1753. 

Gov. Shirley, of Massachuselts, repeat
edly requested New Hampshire to assist 
in the defense of Fort Dummer. GOY. 
Wentworth, of New Hampshire, was will
ing and anxious to render requ islte aid to. 
Fort Dummer and other forts in the west
ern part of th e Slate, but the Assembly of 
New Hampshire doggedly and obstinately 
refused to grant any appropriation for this· 
purpose, or ill any manner to second the· 
proper and reasonable request of the gov
ernor. 

Application was then made to the Massa
chusetts Legislature by Nath an lYillard, 
and in a memorial by him , presented in 
Augu st , il was stated that the enemy were 
continually lurkinA' in the woods near the 
fort , and that during the past summer , 19 
persons, within 2 miles of it, had oeen 
eilher 'killed or captivated.'" 

Thus. in the dark wilderness, surrounded 
by dangers, the infanl Brattl~boro sent 
forth its imploring cry for help. Hel
mother heard it, but she heeded not; but 
Massachusetts, that magnanimous, ever
faithful old nurse, heeded that cry from 
among the tall pines, flnd in her powerful 
arms she folded and g'uarded the wailing 
child. 

During five or six years, n.fter the last 
petition of the grantees for farther time in 
which to fulfill the condilions of the char
ter, thert! musl have been a rapid increase 
in the population of Brattleboro, for in 
1766, there was in this vicinity an organ
ized regiment under the command of Col. 
Thomas Chandler. 

:Major John Arms, grandfather of the 
late Dr. Willard Arms, who died in 1863, 
aged, 83 years, received his commission as 
major of the afore-mentioned regiment in 
1766. At the time John Arms received 
this commission, he kept a tavern, which 
stood at the foot of the first descent in the 
road 'a few rods north ·of the Veqnont 
Asylum for the Insane. He owned the 
extensive meadows now in the possession 
of the Asylum. The occupants of this 
house, since the death of John Arms, in 
1770, we name: Widow Susannah Arms, 
Josiah Arms, Peleg Kingsley, Joseph. 

" By his Excellency. 
Baronet, Captain- Gen~~ 
Chief in and over' t lit 
York and the Territor i,,
on in America, Cha nc'C._ 
miral of the same. 

To John A1'm~, E8quiN 

Reposing special Tru.
as well in the Care, DiE,;t_ 
specticn, as in the Loy., " 
Bmveness of you to do :... 
and faithful Service, I • 
constituted and appoi r.: :c_ 
.John Armes, to be Majc~ 
Foot in the said Pro\-inc 
Chandler, Esquire, is (' .: 
therefore, to take the 5..,!. ~ 
your Charge and (;are 
and duly to Ex ercise ho; ;_ 
Soldiers of that Regimt'!:: _ 
as they are hereby com.~ 

you as their Major, so :ll't 

observe and follow such I.r 
tions from Time to T: ::.. . 
receive from me or any 
rior Officer, according 
DiSCipline of War, in 
Trust reposed 111 you, ~_ 
i.his shall be your Oom m:" 

Given under my Haud -
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Goodhue, Nelson Crosby, Newman Hall. 
:JIr. Allen sold the hou se and farm to the 
Vermont Asylum, and the venerable old 
house, which was stonding at a recent 
date, was torn away by the present owners 
of the estate, and a new building erected 
upon the same ground. 

Col. Ethan Allen, it ha s been said, made 
this old tavern-house his headquarters 
when he carne here with a detachment of 
" Green .Mountain Boys, " to enforce obe
dieuee to the authority of Vermont, and 
we can fu 'mish evidence that military corn
paniE;s in tbis towu were warned to appear 
at this house" armed ancl equipped as (.he 
law directs." 

The following is a copy of the com mis
siou received by Major John Arms from 
Gov. Sir Hen:'y .iYIoore . It was written 
upon parchment, and we received it from 
vViliard Arms, Esq., who is great graud
son of the old major: 

COpy OF 'tHE CO~IMI~SroN OF MAJ. JOHN 

ARMES, 1766. 

"By his Excellency, cir Henry ~Ioore, 

Baronet, Captain-General' and General-ill
Chief in and ovel: the Province of New 
York and the Territories depending there
on in America, Chancellor and Vice Ad
miral of the same. 
To John Armes, Esquire, Greeting: 

Reposing .special Trust ancl Confidence 
as well in the Care, Diligence and Circnm
spection, as in the Loyalty, Courage aud 
Braveness of you to do his 'iYIajesty good 
and faithful Service, I have nominated, 
constituted and appointed you, the said 
John Armes, to be Major of the Regiment 
Foot in the said Province, Whereof Thos. 
Ch<lndler, Esquire, is Oolonel. You a.re, 
therefore, to take the said Regiment into 
your Oharge and Care as Major thereof, 
and duly to Exercise both the Officers and 
Soldiers of that Regiment in Arms. And 
as they are bereby commanded to obey 
you as t.heir J\Iajor, so are you likewise to 
observe and follow sucb Orders and Direc
tions from Time to Time as you shall 
receive from me or any ot.her your Supe
rior Officer, according to tbe Rules and 
Discipline of War, in Pursuance of the 
Trust reposed III you, and for so DOing 
t.bis shall be your Oommission_ 

Given under my Hand and Seal at arms 

in New York, the Twentietb day of 
Janua'y in the Sixth year of his J\1ajes
tys Reign, Annoque Domini One 
Thousand Seven Hundred and Sixty 
Six," H. :MOORE. 

By his Excellencys Oommand. 
JOHN FRENCH. 

From tbis comm ission we learn it was-. 
well understood tbat the place now known 
as Brattleboro was, in 1766, a province of 
New York, and also so consillered14 years. 
Il:I.ter, wben the town was first represented 
by 001. Samuel Wells to the New York 
Assembly. 

AN AN CIENT DOCUMENT. 

~Ir. Zenas Frost, of tbis town, while 
looking over some old papers left by his. 
grandfather, eame upon a warrant of which 
the following is a literal copy: 

" To Corporal Jes!;e Frost 
[L. S.] In his "NlajeBtys Name you are 
hearby commauded to Wam all the Solel
iers bearin Named to appear on tuesday ye 
tllUrteent.h day of November next at Nine 
of ye. Olock Before Noon at the house of 
the wieldow Susanna Arms, Oompleat with 
Arms and Aminition as ye Law Directs in 
Ordel' for Vewiug hearof fail not at yeo 
pearel of ye I,a.w and make Due Return of 
your Doings to me. 

"Given Under my hand and Seale at 
Arms in Brattleborough this Eighth Da)" 
of October 1770 in ye tent.b year of his 
:lIIajestys Reign. 

Benja. Butterfield, Capt. 
"Notify ye Sargants 
"John Ellis, Nath 'el french Jr, Benja. 

Butterfield Jur, Phillip Paddleford, Oliver' 
Wells, Thomas Sergants, Josiah Armes, 
Jon' t. Wells, Wm. Hile." 

Tbe foregoing rare gem of our military 
history was published in the Vermont 
P hOlnix in 1871. 

Six ye~us before the War of American 
Independence commenced, Brattleboro· 
troops, in short breeches and long stock
ings, were training under the command of 
Capt. Benjamin Butterfield, who was after
wards one of tbe first representatives of 
the town after the establishment of the 
authority of Vermont. 

From a headstone in the cemetery in 
"YVest River district, we learn that Benja
min Butterfield died Dec. 7, 1804, aged 79> 
years, According to tbis account, the 
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first military captain, whom we can learn I first companies were known under the fol
Di in this place, after the town organiza
tion, was born 147 years ago. 

In more modern times, as from 1845 to 
1847, there was a company here, under the 
conlmal1d of Capt. T. C. Lord, known as 
the "LaFayette Light Infantl·Y·" This 
company had a urief existence, but it was 
well sustained until the failing health of 
its popular commander caused his resign a
tion. 

The first company organized here was 
the old "Flood-wood Company." This 
name was probably given them. after the 
formation of the "independent" or uni
formed companies, in derision [or thcir 
plaIll dress and lack of military show. 
The name of the first captain known, has 
a.lready been mentioned. Of later times 
the commanders have been: Capts. IV ar
nner, .Jerry Frost, D. l\lixer, Henry Clark, 
Benajah Dudley, Nathaniel Bliss, La 
Fayette Clark, Chas. C. Frost, in 1825; 
John Leavitt III 1829; Fredcrick Holbrook, 
a.fterwards governor of this State, in 1862; 
Perrin Smith in 1837; George SaliSbury 
1n 1840. 

Not only was this company the first one 
in existence, but it. existed the longest, and 
was, at one period, the largest in town. 
If they did not burn so much gunpOWder 
itt the annual .June trainings as did other 
companies, and their general practice was 
more in accordance wit.h the dictates of 
prudence and economy, there was un
doubtedly as good, serviceable fighting 
material in it as in the ranks of birds of 
brighter plumage. They did, however, 
occasiona.lly have a lit.tle brush with the 
Light Infantry. 

In 1834, their lieutenant, 13. A. Warren, 
was wounded and disabled in a contest 
with a company, which had a short time 
before been organized by Captain George 
vYood, soon after the dissolution of the 
·olel "Brattleboro Light Infantry_" 

As company recorcls have rarely been 
preserved, we are uncler the necessity of 
jumping over long intervals of time, en
livenBd, no doubt, by interesting military 
events which would, if recorcled, rendel' 
this department of our subject of far 
greater value. There has been in existence 
here three companies of foot soldiers, and 
part of a cavalry company. The three 

lowing names: "Brattleboro Light In
fantry, " "Brattleboro Artillery," and 
State Militia, without uniform, and often 
spoken of as <. The Old Flood-wood Com
pany." 

THE BRATTLEBORO LlGll1' INFANTRY 

vVas organized before the present century. 
The chte of organization is not ascertainecl, 
but we have learned that the gentlemen 
whose names we give, have, at different 
periLlds, commanded the company: 

Capt. Ben.iamin Smead, in 1i97, when 
he was publishing" The Federal Galaxy," 
which was the first newspaper published 
in this town; Capt. Ebenezer 'iVells, in 
1804. (Capt. IV ells came hom Eugland 
with his father, Rev. Wm. !Veils, D. D.); 
Capt. Howard Wells, in 1810, who was 
also a son of Rev. William IVells; Capt. 
Ebenezer Sabin, Capt. Daniel Bliss; Capt. 
Samuel Whitney, 1816 to '21, son of Hon. 
Lemuel Whitney; Capt. NfLthaniel Chan
dler, 1822; Cll,pt. Eli Sargent, 1823 '24, 
grandson of Col. John Sargent, who was 
born at Fort Dummer; Adolphus Steb
bins, elected captain in 1824; Capt. Wil
lard Frost, 1825 and '26; Capt. Chester 
Sargent, 1827, '29; vVilliam Brooks, cap
tain in 1830; Capt. John King, in 1831, '32. 

From 1816 to 1830, this company main
tained full numbers, excellent discipline, 
and elegant uniforms; but their bright 
array, on a June morning, ofttimes be
came dim before night from dust, heat, 
and powder smoke_ When making a 
bayonet charge upon the artillery, in 1820, 
a bmss field· piece was discharged upon the 
advancing ranks of the infantry, by II'hich 
two members of said company were laid 
prostmte on the ground, and for a time 
r<mdered insensible. Theil' faces were 
blackened and disfigured, and one of them 
carried the marl,s of that day's work to 
his grave. 

The inevitable tubs and pails of whiskey-
punch, immoderately used at these annual 
sham-fights, may have had something to 
do in making these exercises appeal' some
times like real fights. It was needful, as 
OUl' elders informecl us, that Geo. Sargent, 
Hollan Pettis and Martin Sartwell should 
keep up an unceasing din with their drum 
sticks, on these occasions, to drowll the 
groans of the' wounded ~oldiers. 

.:1moug the 
gh-e a consequt-_ 
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ranks of veterans_ 
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, lefore night from dust, heat, 

e. smoke. When making a 
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' he ground, and for a time 
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e us, that Geo. SargenL, 
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Among the causes which contributed to 
give a consequence to our citizen·soldiery 
of 1820 and '26, was a sprinkling in their 
mnks of veterans. who hac! seen service in 
the last war with Britain. 

SoLDIERS OF 1812. 
There was J . Wilson Landers and J. 

Freeman, who had stood 00 the deck with 
Com. Decatur when he captured the proud 
'Maceclonian. In the Bratt leboro infantry 
were .Tohn Burnham , f rom Con necti cut, 
and .Tohn Fowler, both sold iers in the war 

·of 1812·, and also Ebenezer Howe. grand
son of Caleb Howe of Fort Bridgeman; 
in the artillery was Capt. Lewis Henry, 
whf). in the sallle war, had served in a 
·company commtllldec! by Capt. James 
Elliot, and there were probably othf!l's, in 
the several cOlllpf\l1ies, deserving of hon
orable mention, but their names have 
passed from our memory. But we can 
never forget the name, nor the dying 
wOi'ds, of Col. Charles Cummings, who, 
during the late war, went out from among 
11S to his death in the wilderness. Wi th 
a de liant wave of his sword, came forth 
his last words, " Boys, save the flag !" 
By this closing scene of his brief career, 
we are reminded of Scott's poetic heroes, 
·of "'hom it has been said, "How grandly 
they die, when die they must ." 

,. A ligh t. ou Mnrmiou' s vi~age spre"d, 
l1nd fired his glazing eye;

With dying hand above bis head, 

H e shook tbe fragments of bis blade, 
And shollted, ''lliCIOl'Y! ' " 

THE BRATTLEBORO ARTILLE RY 

·mme into ex istence shortly after the 
organization of the Infantry. and their 
first commander was Capt. J acob ~tod-
daHl. Capt. Jonathan Hunt in 1811. He 
-,-as aft.erward appointed Brig. Gen'l, and 
died while a member of Congress in 1832. 
CapL. A.therton, from 1812 to '15, Capt. 
Samllel Root, afterward las t president of 
the old Brattleuoro Bank. Capt. Simpson 
Goodenough, Capt. Osearl Stoddard, Capt. 
L ew is Hemy, in 18~7, Capt. Willard Cob· 
leigh, Capt. RObwell Goodenough, Capt. 

eqnipmen ts. His promotion was followed 
by the elect ion of J. Atherton as cap tain. 
During his com man d the Nat ional Capitol 
buildings were la id in aslles, ,md the ai r 
was filled with startling rumors of t.he 
defeat of our arms by British troops. 
Capt.. Ath erton made the following ap
peal to his company: ., Every man who 
will do hi s duty and act as government 
may require him to act in this war, please 
to step forwa rd three paces. " The wllole 
company moved tile required llistance. 
a nd that was as far as they ever did move 
in this war; but how much may have 
been the moral effect of this man ifesta, 
tion upon t.he common enemy, 01' how 
mu cll credit is du e the Brattleboro Artii· 
lery for t"king those three brave steps 
toward the Briti~h lion, we may never 
know . 

Tllis much is certain: rumors of a 
directly opposite character followed this 
event. T he joyful news from Plattsburg, 
followed by a blaze of glory from New 
Orleans, made every Yankee believe he 
could whip Ilis weight in wildcat.s. a nd 
unitedly clean out the rest of creation. 
J'rew uniforms were procu red . regardless 
of expense, and " Yankee Doodle" and 
Fourth of .July 

"Ruled the camp, the courl, the grove. 'I 
One of t.he ca.ptains on our list, now 

past 90 yea rs of age, lately informed us 
he paid $57 fo r his coat and $9 for 3 dozen 
buttons, a t the time oats would bring but 
17 cents per bushel, and all agricuItmal 
products were proportionately low. 

During some mon ths, or years, after 
thei r organiZation, tile artillery company 
llsed, in thei r military exercises, simply 
indifferent swords. This was too much 
like playing Hamlet, with the part of 
Hamlet left out. After tlley came in 
possession of two field-pieces, one of them, 
it Ilas been said, was taken from Burgoyne 
at Bennington, there was a noisy demon
stration, accompanied by tile breaking of 
window-glass in the East village, quite 

Albert Den nett , Capt. Argillas Streeter, I extensively ; much powder was bmned, 
Capt. Arnold J. Hincs, aftcrward colollel 
of the regiment. C[IPt. Frankl in Cobleigh, 
Capt. Jonathan Davis, in 1836 and '37, 

Gen. Jonathan Hunt, when captain of 
this company in 1811, gave several hnn
dred dollars for the purchase of arms a.nd 

c 

and It lively market created for old West. 
India rum and "black·strap." If the 
actors in this scelle were !lot dru nk 01' 

sick before the close of the exercises, 
some of Lhem. at least, appeared as if 
very much discouraged, 
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With other ju veniJes of that day, now I were stored under the old church, on the 
past life's meridian, we shared in the fear, 
awe and reverence inspit:ed by the black 
artillery. Dressed in long, black, swallo\\'
tail coats-profusely covered with brass 
buttons of the size aud shape of a large 
musJ,:et-ball-tall, bell-shaped, black leath
er caps, mounted by long, waving, black 
plumes, gave this compallY such a solemn, 
funeral air when on parade, they might 
be taken as undertakers of the regimellt. 

Not even the lively rattle of Sartwell's 
drum, the piercing notes of Greenleaf's 
fife, uor the cheering straills of Joy's 
bugle, could divert our melaucholy, 
gloomy forebodings, when the Artillery 
company seized their drag-ropes to move 
their mighty, loud-sou-nding instruments 
of death to bear upon the gaily-dressed 
Light Infantry. 

At a sham fight in 1821, Lieut. Emerson 
Goodenough, of the Artillery, was so 
severely wounded he was compelled to 
suffer the amputation of his arm at the 
shoulder. The accident was caused by 
some neglect of the llsual cllstom in mun
aging the field-piece. This sad event 
occasioned a Rudden stop to the exercises 
of that day; hut on the next appointed 
time for the display of Brattlehoro chiv
aIry. all thoughts of dangcr seemed for
gotten, and the inspiring sounds from 
Greenleaf, Sartwell, Joy, Pettcs, &c_, 
aroused a martial spirit that could be 
satiated alone by the explosion of gun
powder in the faces of ideal enemies. 

In the excitement and hurry of action 
there has beell, we learn, a ' neglect to 
wit.hdraw the ramrod from the gun before 
the cbarge was fired . This, with many 
other liabilities of accident, makes It sur
pl·isi ng that there were so few casualties, 
so few really sad occasions to record. 

The artillery has ever been considered 
an indispensable element in celebrations 
of tbe Fourth of July. With memories 
of our youth ancl joyful anticipations, 
there come, like remembered mURic, recol
lections of the heavy echoes of the guns 
of this company-mellowed and softened 
by distance-when fired in the ea.rly mOrtl
ing of our natio'1al anniversary_ These 
venerable brass pieces, when not in use, 

Uommon. Under the same building, 
waiting for sad, ll eedful occasions, was 

"The solemn hearse. aud waving plnme, " 

keeping company with these instruments 
of deat.h under the house of GoeL These 
object.s ;eparately had each a deep signifi
cance, but in their assoc iation they gave 
additional importaEce to each other. and 
bral'e ,,-as that boy who would venture 
alone into their a\\-ful presence. 

III 1837, Capt. JOllathan Davis revived 
the expiring embers of military enthu
siasm in this company. A new uniform 
was procured, and the wood-work of the 
guns was repaired and newly painted. 
This proved to be Ihe last revil'al, before 
tbe final dissolution, of the organization. 
The wheels and other wood-work of the 
guns rotted away or dbappeared, and for 
y~ars nothing was seen to remind us of 
the old glory but two heavy, lonesome 
ole! brass cannon, lying under Capt. Lord's 
bo:·se-sbed. Uureverenced and unappre
ciated as they were, they could not die or 
decay, as had all else with whom they 
had been associated ill the -early days of 
their adven there. 

A demagogue or politician would some
times drag them from obscurity to an
nounce party success; but rarely were 
they called upon , as ill days p:one by, to 
proclaim the glory of the nation, in the 
dim, misty light of early morning. The 
sensitive temperamen? of one of this long
united couple could bear this indignity no 
langel' , and has left us, we have reason to 
believ~, forever. When last heard from, 
it was nearly 10(1 miles away, "marching 
to the sea_" 

Tire milita ry gathcrings in this town, 
called musters, ill which appeared COlTI- 

panie~ fl"Om of,her towns, and sometimes 
attencled by invited companies from out 
of the State. e ,~cited the universal atten
tion of the public, and crowd s of both 
,;exes attended these meet.ings or reviews. 
A residen t of Angus!.a, Ga., but a native 
of COllnecticut, gtwe us tbe- following in
formation :

"From 1815 to '23, I lived in Brattle
boro, and during this period I attended a 
military muster in that town. Col. Henry 
Jones Blake was in command, and he well 
understood his duty. When ma]'ching

through ~Iain "'. 
of the several (" 
not how many 

my mind was . ; 
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"0 us the following in

-2: . I lived in Brattle
:. · .. i period I attended a 

.~~ town. Col. Henry 
- __ JID mllnd, and he well 

When marching 

t hrough Main street, the military bands 
of the several companies unit.ed. I know 
not how many wind instrumr.nts were in 
operation, but I counted 50 drums, and 
ten of them were large bass drums. The 
noise made by this band exceeded any
thing of the kind I have ever heard since; 
but the most pleasing impression left upon 
my mind was the addresti, action and 
elegant appeara.nce of Col. Blake." [Son 
of .J. W. Blake, Esq., first postmaster, 1790.] 

Col. Blake was, if we are rightly in
formed, in the war of 1812, and had a 
military education. 

Of other regimental commanders who 
have made this their place of residence, 
were; Gen. :lIIann; Gen. ,lonathan Hunt; 
Col. Panl Chase; Col. Joseph Goodhue; 
Gen. J otlathan Smith; Col. L ew is Henry; 
Gen. F. H. Fessenden; Col. Nathan lUil· 
leI'; Col. Albert Bennett ; Col. Arnold J. 
Hines, and there were probably others 
whose names do not occur to us. They 
have mostly or all disappeared, and now 
it is more d ifficult to find the holiday soldier 
of the halcyon days of 1825, than it then 
wa.s to find a livin g relic of the Revolu
tionary war. 

Before daylight, one mu ster-day morn
ing, in 1826, the "Guilford Light Infant
ry," with loud musk, awakened the 
slumbering citizens of this place. Capt. 
Phillip ~Iartin-the oldest captain in the 
regiment-then commanded Lllis company, 
and only about a dozen years had passed 
since he had marched througll this place 
with 16 Guilford soldiers, on their way to 
Plattsl)Urgh. These facts, with the com
menda.ble virtue of early ri sing, and 
being the first company on duty, seemed 
to entitle this company to such considera.
tion as to offer them position upon the 
right wing of the regiment. 

But tile "Brattleboro Light Irifantry" 
had just got a "Royal Kent Bugle," new 
tents and Hew uniforms; therefore they 
made-a fine show. " Clothes make the 
man," had long been an adage ; why not 
clothes make the so ldier? Carlyle said, 
the gown and wig had so much to do in 
making an English judge, that. if he was 
deprived of them, and a wouel-sawer's 
ga.rb substituted, no one would call Ilim 
a judge, or respect his authority as such. 

The Brattleboro Infantry took the right 

wing, and olel Guilford, once the indepen · 
dent republic and empi re town, was 
ordered upon the left wing. 

Capt. ~Iartin refused to obey the Colonel 
of the regiment, a.nd did not appear with 
his company on the field, but marched 
his soldiers in by ways and all ways about 
the village, where they kept up a constant 
firing of muskets, and, by their indepen
dent action, attracted much observation. 
The Guilford t roops unitedly sustained 
their Commander, it was said, on the fol
lowing ground; "By military law, or 
precedent, the company having the senior 
captain coulel claim position on the right. " 

After a conflict of arms came a conllict 
of opinions and some unplea.santness from 
the action of Capt. ;'\Tartin in showing dis
respect to his superior officer and giving 
so flagrant an example of insubordination. 
But the most serious I\.ffair of the day was 
the death , by accident, of an old soldier 
of the Revolution, known a.s Grandpa 
Thompson. 

GRANDPA LE~IUEL THOMPSON 

Was a native of Connecticut a.nd came to 
Brattleboro in 1816, and lived with his SOli, 
Isaac Thompson, the remainder of his 
days. He never held rank or positioll, but 
was a private in the army of ,V-ashington, 
in 1777. He was truthful, hones t, and fal' 
from being pretentious, vain or boastful of 
his service in the canse of liberty. 

Respecting his career in the army, he 
related to us the following incident, wlIich 
we give as nearly as possible in his OWll 
language; 

"The commanding officer ordered us all 
into a dit.ch. Every ma n was told to keep 
there until fll rther orders. We stayed 
there several days and got so elry and hun
gry life didn 't seem worth having. One 
fellow vowed he wOllldn't stand it ' any 
longer, and jumped out of the ditch , but 
he didn't more than get out when he fell 
down dead, his body cOlllpletely riddled 
with bullets. I then thought it was best 
to stand it a little longer." 

After Gr!l.ndpa Thompson told this story 
he seated himself with us at our dinnel' 
t,able and plIrtook of his last dinner, and 
then with hllnds crossed behind him, he 
slowly moved towards the mnster groulld, 
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where is now Forest Sq,uare. On bis reo 
turn, near the close of the day, the high
way crowded with people, many of them 
from other towns in a hurry to get home, 
there was a test of speed ill horses by the 
efforts of drivers to pass by teams ahead 
of them. During this rush of wheels, an
imals and men, poor old Grandpa Thomp
son was rlln over on High street. A vio· 
lent blow upon bis head, from the foot of 
a horse , destroyed all consciousness im
mediately and forever. 

Not a long time elapsed after this event· 
ful day, when a tribunal assembled at the 
old Stage house, in Main street, before 
which Capt. Martin ~tppeared on ,t charge 
of playing" Grouchy." 

.. Not a drum was hearcl," nor a drum 
stick seen, but the tap, tap, tap, of the 
toddy stick kept time to the movements 
of gay uniforms, as they passed iu and 
out of the house. There was a thorough 
trial of the spirits iu the house, however 
it may have been with the veteran captain. 
lI1ilitary laws and precedents were expati
ated or commented upon, by opposiug ad-

A volunteer muster came off in a short
time thereafter, attended by invited com
panies from New Hampshire. The Asb
uelot Guards, from Hinsdale. and the 
Chesterfield Rifles, from Chesterfield, 
helped greatly to improve the milita ry as
pect. The Vernon troops gave a poetical 
touch to the occasion as they moved 1)ast 
our dwellings before daylight in the morn
ing, keeping step to that grand old tune 
or march, "The Banks of Ayr ." Making 
some complimentary remarks respecting 
this company, to a venerable citizen of 
Vernon: "By zonnds," replied uncle Bob, 
"I U1arched after that tllne 40 years ago." 

This military gathering was called 
Chapin's muslel:, as that gentleman was 
the highest officer on parade. How mucl} 
he had to do in bringing about this event, 
we are not informed, but he was very ac
tive in the movement; and much interested 
in this military revival, as was evident from 
the address he delivered near the close of 
the day, to the assembled troops. He was 
sorry to see a decline in the military spirit 
of our people, as was manifested by late 

"The 
rapid increase of our population from peo
pIe untitted for the duties of freemen. 
Our institutions and privilegeR for self· 
government have been obtained by the 
bayonet and by the bayonet they must be 
maintained. 

The law is force. The last arc-ument to 
which kings resort, is the OnlY'" effectual 
one we call use, when tyranny or ignorance 
shall obstinately try to impede or defeat 
our progress. The time is not far off 
when there will be needful occasion to use 

,
this argument.' 

In 24 years the events of 1861, proved 
that the volunteer general was not a false 
prophet. 

The good order, harmonious action, very 
appropriate speech and a fine day, made 
this a pleasant affair: but in permanen t 
benefits to this institution, this military re
vival did but little. 

In the summer of 1840, an attempt was 
. . , 

made to enforce the mlhtary laws. Some 
40 or 50 delillquents were summonecl to 
appeal' beforc a court martial in the hall of 
the olel Vermont house, which was burned 
down in February, 1852. 

j 

illg cases lilt 
mined by .J_ L 

[he citation . 
fenclants bef. -0'. ' 

appearancc on 
qucnce of tbb 
collected, but ~ __ 
J. D. Bl'ficl le:--. 

some military 
had declared i 
portion of t.he 
ants, to some f 

vocates, and it was finally decided that. events, for the following reasons: 
Capt. n-Iartin had done nothing worthy of 
death or allY othel' punishment. 

The regiment at this time was under the 
command of Col. Nathan Miller, of Dum· 
merston, in this county. His command
ing appearance when on duty, good taste 
~\Dd decided military proclivitie8, made 
his appointment to this office seem to us 
emlll.ently proper. . 

Wlth generous, noble Impuls~s, he had 
great Ve?eratlOn for the old solcllers of the 
R~volutlOn.

Whenever he served as a marshal, or on 
.a comllllttee of arrangements for any cel

ebration, or public gathering, his firstancl 
greatest solicitude was for the honor and 
comfort of these old men. There was to 
him a pecnliar charm in the number 76. 
He lived to that age, passing the last 40 
years of his life in Brattleboro. When he 
could find no more living vetcrans of '76, 
his work on earth was ended and he fol
lowed on after them. 

TI{E LAS'l' MUSTER 
In this place, by legal authority, we think 
UGCUlTeJ in 1837, and was considercd by 
all a feeble affair. It was Oil grounds now 
known as Forest Square. on IV-estern 
Avenue. 

clothi ng was, in 
"'ith objectionable 
were done to sho 
law. 

Though the m,;;o 
unwelcome to theti,, ' 
he ~uffered no n ol" 
tion in the dischll! 

People respected ~ 
same as tlIey do Ie 

l ittle training. fmm : 
done here after t ll!.- . 

went 
marches, mart ial m~, 

plosions against lm:..c: 

Dunng 20 ye-ars ~
the universal cry '<OJ. : 

for war." T he co.-. 
ments, gunpowder•. 
spent in these prer 

to car ryon qui;. 
T here W IIS, howe"'''~ 
clulrges exploded ::: • 
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needful occasion to use 

. ::JO, an attempt was 
:nilit<ny laws. Some 

were summoned to 
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Col. Taft in bright military atti re pre- deadly charges came from their canteens. 
sided at this court. Other regimental of- Finally it was generally believed we were 
ficers in official costume appeared upon preparing for what would never come 
the scene, anCl dignified , learned mouth- / agaiu, and the, work of hero~sm, at. least 
pieces of the law came to expound pon· 
derous russet-colored volumes of statutes. 
Shiverino- culprits stood before t.his impos· 
ing arra)~ of Mars and :Minerva awaiting 
impending dnom. 

After t.he day was nearly sIlent in hear· 
ino- cases a.nd imposing fines, it was ascer-

I 
on the battle·field, was considered done 
forever. 

The people of this comm unity, as over 
all se~t i on~ of .the N~ltl:: wel:e "gazil:g on 
t.he Ul moUl SU its of :.Julled giants a; If n.o 
brave acts c~llid now be done, untt! 
aroused to actIOn by the guns of the rebel · 

tained by .J. DOlT Bradley, E sq., that all ! lion, in 1861. 

the citations hac! been sen'ed upon the de- / ANCIENT ROLL 01' HONOR. 


fendants before the 12 days grace had ex
pit'ed, which was by la\\" granted tile sold· 
ier, in which to make his excuse for non 
appearance on mil itary duty. In conse· 
quence of this revelation not a fine was 
collected, but there were luud cheers for 
J. D. Bnidley. 

Soldiers of 1776, who have lived in 
Brattleboro: 

Oliver Chapin, Reuben Church, Obadiah 
Gill, ,'I'm. Harris, James Dennis, Dan' l 
Harris, Isaac Pratt, Oliver J ones, Ichabod 
King, Dan'l Stearns, Da.vid Wells, Thomas 

, Akely, Sam'l Bennet, Joel Bolster, Wm. 
The result was qui te unsatisfactory tn . But.terfield, John Bemis, Jabez Clark, 

some military officials who, it was said, 
had declared it their intention to devote a 
portion of the cash obtained from defend· 
a.nts, to some festive purpose. . 

. In some towns where the Col. held IllS 

court, he met with unpleasan t receptions 
and suffered some personal indignities, 
while in the discharge of his duty. His 
clothing was, in some towns, spatterecl 
with objectionable matter, and other ~l:ings 
were done to show disrespect to mlhtary 

law. 
ThollO'h the mission of Col. Taft was 

unwelc;me to the delinquents in this place, 
he ::uffered no violence or illegal interrup· 
tion in the discharge of his duty. 

People respected military law about the 
same as they do temperance la.ws, and very 
little training, from fear of the law, was 
done here after this trial in 1840. 

The veterans of the old flint lock and 
log cabin days, had cleparted, and with 
them went. the inspiration of grand 
marches, martial music and powder ex
plosions against imaginary enemies. 

Dunng 20 years after t.he war of 1812, 
tbe universal cry was, "In peace prepare 
for war." The cost of uniforms, equip'· 
ments, gunpowder, rum punch and time 
spent in these preparations, made an ex· 
pense or tax upon the people great enough 
to carryon quite extensive host ilit ies. 
There was, however, tbis difference, blank 
charges exploded from their guns, and the 

Benjamin Chamberlain, Benajah Dudley, 
Warren Esterbrooks, Salathiel Harris, 
Elihue Hotchkiss, Income .Jones, Bromer 
Jenks, Joseph Joy, Elias Jones, Israel 
,Jones, Thaddeus :tl'liller, John Kels~y, 
Hezekiah Salisbury, Levi Shumway, Syl
vanus Sartwell , Reuben Stearns, Thomas 
Simpson, Nathaniel Sampson, Sam 'l Wil
lington, Lemuel Thompson, Wm. King, 
Cushing King, Royall Tyler, John Alex
ander. 

National gratitude to the old soldiers of 
the Revolution very much increased about 
1826, or soon after the last visit of Lafay
ette to this country. Previous to lha.t. time, 
pensions were paid only to tbe poor de
pendent soldiers; but after 1832, no d.is
crimination was made as to pecu niary cir
cumst.ances, and the widow of a soldier 
recei ved the same pension as was paid her 
husband. 

Our list of their names is probably far 
from complete, as some of the' soldiers 
never received a pension, therefore their 
names are not on the li s t. 

All of the adventures or personal remi
niscences' of those who have died in this 
town, would, if recorded, be without 
doubt, entertaining a.nd instructive . 

We can give but few events of this 
character, 
" For senleel is now th e tips thnt conld hfwe tolel." 

During the life of these old heroes 
among us, the most popular gatherings of 
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the people were of a military character, with New Hampshire. Application for 
and the most joyful day of the year, the the charter was made in 1801 , and the 
4th of July. bridge alld Hinsdale turnpike was com

From 181G to Hl45, there was rarely, if pleteu in 1806. As he died in 1811, at the 
any newspapers issued not containing obit· age of 51 years, he must have been active 
uary notices of soldiers of the Revolution . and energetic to accomplish so much ill so 
Since 1850, or very near that time, the oc short a time. H is venerable widow died 
casion for such llotices ceased, and the in 1849, at the age of 84 years, un iversally 
military spirit of the people almost ent.irely respected. 
passed away, or sl1lm bered, until awak SOLDIERS, 1861, 'G5. 
~med by the guns of Sumpter. 

llY K . HASKINS, ESQ.. 
At the beginning of the Revolutionary 

The town of .Brattleboro furnished of·
war, Mr. King and his twin sons, William 

ficers and soldiers in the late civil war, as 
and Cushing King, were Ii ving on what Ims 

follows:long been known as the Rufus Clark place. 
OFFICERS. 

Ou the 19th of June, two days after the 
Brig. Gen'l Jno. W. Phelps, U. S. Vols. battle of Bunker Hill, they learued of that 
Col. John S. Tyler, 2d Vt. Vols. 

event as they were hoeing corn. They 
Col. Wm. C. Holbl'Ook, 7tb Vt. Vols. immedbttely stopped work and prepared 
Lt. Col. Addison Brown, jr., 5th Vt. Vols. 

for war, first placing their hoes against a 
Lt. Col. Cbas. Cummings, IGth & 17tb do. 

stump in t.he woods. Mr. Chandler, then 
Lt. Col. Geo. B. Kellogg, 1st Vt. Cavalry. 

a store keeper in thi s town, furnished the 
Bt.Lt.CoI.N.C.Sawyer, Ad'l P.M.,U.S.Vol

three men with guns and ammunition. The Maj. J . C. Tyler, 4th Vt. Vols. 
next morning, three days after the battle, Maj. Rob't Schofield, 1st Vt. Cavalry. 
they were on their way to BO$tOIl, where 

Bt. Maj. Elijah Wales, 2d VI. Vols. 
they enlisted. Th ey participated in the 

Bt. M"j. R. W. Clarke, A. Q. M., U. S. Y.
' important actions of the war, they passed 

Burg. Geo. F. Gale, 8th Vt. Vols.
the long dark n ight of lilJerty, with Wash· 

Surg. Henry Spohn, 17th Vt. Vols. 
ington at Valley Forge. and not until the 

Chap. Francis C. Williams, 8th Vt. Vols. 
morning came, when their services were 

Adjt. Cbas. F. Leonard, 5th Vt. Vols. 
no longer needed, did they return to their Adjt. Geo. W. Gould, 9th Vt. Vols. 
home, in Bra.t tleboro, where they found Lient. Tv!. H. Wooster, R C., 1st Vt. Cav. 
tlleir hoes beside the stump. exaC'tly where 

Lieut. Samuel H. Price, RQ.M., onto! State
they placed them seven yea.rs befure. In 

Lieut. J . Wan'en Hyde, out of State. 
all this long service not one of them was Capt. Charles F. Rockwell, U. S. A. 
wounded or received, as we were told, Capt. Hemy H. Prouty, 2d VI,. Vols.. 
"one single scratch." Capt. Edward A. Todd, 2d Vt. Vols. 

Oliver Chapin was a member of Wash Capt. j)ennie W. Farr, 4th Vt. Vols. 
ington's body guard. The most interest· Capt. Edward W. Carter, 4th Vt. Vols. 
in g event to him dnnng the service was Capt. David W. Lewis, 9th Vt. Vols. 
when his bridle W:-1,S rendered of no use in Capt. A. E . Leavenworth, lith Vt. Vols. 
ma.naging his horse, by a musket ball from Capt. Rob 't B. Arms, 16t.h Vt. Vols. 
the enemy. He came from Orange, Mass., Capt. Charles D. Merriam, Vt. S. Shooters. 
to males his home in Brattleboro, near the Uapt. Ulark P. Stolle, 1st Vt. Cavalry.
beginning of the present century. He be· Lieut. Jas. G. Howai'd , 2d Vt. Vols. 
came one of our county judges and held Lieut. H. L. Franklin, 2d Vt. Vols. 
other offices with credit to himself and Lieut. F . A. Gleason, 2d Vt. Vois. 
honor to his constitueuts. Eminently Lieut. Rufus Emerson, 2d Vt. Vols. 
capable, enterprising and persevering, he Lieut. Geo. E . Selleck, 8th Vt. Vols. 
proved the right man for the time and Lieut. Hen ry H. Rice, 9th Vt. Vols. 
place. Lieut..Jobn F. Vinton, 16th Vt. Vols. 

Not only did he erect several b\lilding~ ILieut. Chas. A. Norcross, 16th Vt. Vols. 
in :.vrain street, destroyed by fire ill 1869, Lieut. Chas. 1<'. Simond~, 16th Vt. Vols. 
but be was chiefly instrumental in build· ! Lieut. Fred Spaulding, Vt. D. Shoote!·s. 
ing tbe first bridge connecting this villlagc ILieu L N. E. Haywood, 1st Vt. Cavalry. 

Cole, ~elson 5. 
Colt, Geo. )f. 
Cook, )..{aclison 
Cooley, Henry L . 
Donavan, Timoth 
Emerson, EllJridge 
Foster, WilJifitn 
Frnnklin, Daniel ~_ 
Fra nklin, Geo . .-L 
;riffin , James 


Gi lson, Edward P. 

Gore, William 

Gould, Charles S. 

Hescock, Rinaldo:S. 


.Hill, George 
Holbrook, Jatne~ E. 

Alexanuer, Caleb H. 
Barry. Geo. W .. 
Britton, Geo. F. 
B! 'ockll'>lY, John R. 
Carter, Wrig'ht C. 
Carpenter, Fred. A. 
Davis, Noyes.J. 
Elm er, EdwiI,rcl S. 
Fairfield, Alvin D. 
Ferriter, Luke 

)..Jclen . . James E . 
.-l,.llen, IsafLc K . 
_-l.. r.ll1S , Edwiu H. 
Bradley, S:-1,l1luel, 
"Blake, .John 
Cassey , Dauiel 
Carter, Albert ct. . 
Chamberlin, C. H . 
Cummings, C. 
Fisher, Roscoe 
Fisher, Ezra F. 
Gibbs, Elijah G. 
-G.ou1rl, Cbas. L. 
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SOLDIERS Fon THE SECOND REGT. VT. VOL8. 

Aoam~, Edgar E. Holman, Freo'k B. 
Baldwin, Eri G. Hopkins. Henry W. 
Barclay, 'Walter S. Keables, Eli,ha L. 
BaneH, John W. Kendall, ,\.liJert D. 
Bennett, James W Knight, LeI'! E. 
Benjamin, Russell H. Ladd, Frank V. 
Bradley, Hobert Lamphere, J'ohn M. 
Briggs. Oharles R. Lord, Robert P. 
Brown, Charles W. Pacidleford,F. G. 
Butterfield, Geo. P. Pierce, Geo. W. 
Butterfield, Joel P. Prout.y, Geo. B. 
Olark. William W. RamI, Kirk L. 
Cole, Nelson S. Rice, Clms. B. 
Colt, Geo. ill. Richardson, H. A. 
Oook, N[adison Ripley, .Tohn P. 
Cooley. Henry L. Ripley, Ja.mes C. 
Donavan, Timothy Bussell, Waldo D. 
Emerson, Elbridge i:3imonds, Freel W. 
Foster, William Simoncls. L. W. 
Franklin, Daniel S. Smith, Timothy .I. 
Franklin, Geo. A. Stearns, Eelward A. 
Griffin, James Stock well. Ch"s. .I. 
Gilson, EdWtll'd P. Thomas, YVm. B. 
Gore, William Tyler, Rufus O. 
Gould, Charles S. 'Webber, Joshua C. 
Hescock, Rinaldo N. Wheeler. Joseph R. 

,Hill, George Wood, William 
Holbrook, James E. 

FOR THE TH[RD REGT. YT. ,'OLS. 

Alexa.nder, Caleb H. Hcrnq. John 
Barry, Geo. W. ilianJling..Tohn 
Britton, Geo. F. Mason, Almond 
Brockway. John R. Newall. Lucien D. 
Oarter. Wright O. Ober. Henry 
Carpenter. Fred. A. Ober. Joseph R. 
Dn vis. 1'\oyes .J. P,'abody. Ariel 
Elmer. Edward S. Pntnam. William E. 
Fairfield. Alvin D. Smith. Charles 
Ferriter, Luke vVitt. Luciell A. 

FOR TITE FOGRTH GEGT 1'1'. ,'OLS. 

Alden. Jame, E. Harris, Charles H. 
Allen, Isaac K. Ho,ley. Wnylancl N. 
,"'1)11" Ed win H. HOllgllton, James S. 
Bmdley. Samuel. jr. Kendall. Luke W. 
Blake. John IClinger, Ferdinand 
Ctbsey, Daniel Keplinger, Edward 
C'Lrter. Alberj ,I... .YInhoncy. Dennis 
Chamberlin. O. H. ~Iili,;, DnnirI B. 
Oumming" C W. Power" O'cHr ~. 
Fi,lll'r, Roscoe Parker, Ah'in .J. 
Fi,her, Ezra F. Rodgers. Geo. M. 
GiLbs. Elijfth G. Russell. Will. R. 
Doulel, Cha,. L. Ryther, D. Jewett 

Graves, Albert A. Slate, Charles S. 
Graves, Henry D. Stearns, Geo. A. 
Graves Willard R. Turner, Theodore .I. 
Httley, Charles O. Weatherbee, A. R. 
Haley, John H. Wheeler, John 
Hall, Oharles E. 

FOR THE FIFTH REGT. YT. YOLS. 

Collins, Eli Huntley, Henry H. 

FOR. THE SIXTH REG'l'. YT. YOLS. 

Elmer, Lorenzo Wilder, Soloman W. 
Simonds, Erastus 

FOR. THE SEYEN'l'H R.EGT. VT. VOLS. 

Emerson, Frank H. Matto, Frank 
Jenkins, John 

Fon TIlE EIGHTH n.EGT. VT. VOLS. 

Akley, Olark B. nIoynehein, Humph. 
Akley, Willard H. Prouty, Emerson F. 
Bartlett, C. A. Plummer, Geo. F. 
Bingham, Albert H. Richardson, O. "r 
Connelly, ~Iichael vVard, Austin H. 
Davis, Benjamin F. Wheeler, Edward L. 
Haynes, Edw. D. Wheeler, Allen M. 
Howard, ~-\..riel Wood. Ohester N. 
Howard, .James 'V. Wood, Lewis A. 
Howtlrd, Wm. E. 'Voodman, .John P. 
Howe, John C. }<"letcher..Joseph W. 
Martin, Daniel 

FOn. TIlE NINTH REC{T. YT. VOLS. 

Baker, Chas. E. Powers, ilIartin K. 
Bmt, Geo. E. Potter, .John C. 
Butler, Cl\ll~. P. Rand"ll, .Jas. P. B. 
Butler, 'Vm. P. Sears, llIichael 
Butterfield. Wm. H. Smith. George 
Hardie. Robt. G. Stygles, MinHrd 
Jones. Hobt. B. Wanelell. Nel,on, 
Marey. T1108. E. Ward, Gilbert 1\1. 
Martin, \1'111. H. Wright, .Edwin S. 

FOR THE TENTH HEGT. 'T. YOLS. 

illor,;e. Thoma, B. 

FOR THE ELE"ENTH HEGT. VT. ,"OLS. 

Oham berlin. D. J. Holding, F'rank H. 
Oollml'll. ,\Varren Kelley. illichael 
Crandall, .John J. Kt'llogg. Aal'On 
Eeb, H('nr,Y Nichols, Geo. W. 
Ferry. Clms. N. Pellett, John C. 
Herney, .Tames ~1. 

FOR THE TWELF1'H HEGT. \'1'. YOLS. 

L"cld, Erhn1l'd N. Reynolds. Henry A. 
YOH THE SIXTEENTH HEG-T. YT. ,'OLS. 

Allen. Alexander G. N (',nnan..John L. 
Bakel'. Chandler A. Pratt. Barney F. 
Cl"rk, Ohas. A. Putnam, Edwin H. 
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Clark, Eugene Ranney, Peter 
Cole, Harrison A. Remington, Chas. H. 
Covey, Clark S. Rice, Wm. K. 
Davis, John Richardson, L. S. 
Edward~, Horace B. Rood, Nathan G. 
Elliot,Wm. II. Root, Frederick E. 
Ellis, 'IVm. T. Sargent, Rodney B. 
Fisher, Ezra E. Stedman, D. Bissell 
Fisher, Osca.r A. Stockwell, Geo. S. 
Fisher, Stanford M. Stockwell , Freel. 
Gray, J ames F. Stowe, Alonzo T. 
Gray, John H . Thomas, Chester W. 
Gray, Fred S. Walker, Geo. A. 
H escock, W arren A. Vfeatherhead, Drury 
Howard, Albert M. Wheeler, Geo. B. 
.Joy. John M. White, Albert S. 
Lawrence, Richard 'IVhi te, Abner G. 

.:iVIiller, H enry H . Yeaw, Fred J. 
Miller, Thomas ,T. 

FOR THE SEVEN1.'EENTH REGT. V'l'. YOLS. 

Connell, Jerry Kelley, John 

FOR 'rilE VT. SHARP SHOOTERS. 

Cooper, Abraham C. Sprague, Watson N. 
H ammond, N. B. Streeter, Fred. F. 
Knowlton , F. N. Walton, David S. 
Priest, Milo C. Worden, Elisha A. 

FOR THE FIHS'l' REGT. VT. CAVALRY. 

Aldrich, James D. 
Bnrtleff, Thos. E. 
ChUl'ch, Bcnj. O. 
Crosby. Geo. R. 
Dinsmore, Cluts. A. 
Ellis, .James W. 
FaIT. Cluls. R 
Fisher, 'Wm. H. 
Forbusb, Chas. W. 
Forbush, Geo. H. 
GevaI'is, Henry 
Gibbs, Almond B. 
Hi.ldreth, Austin O. 

F OR ~'JIE U. S. 

Green, Daniel S. 
L oney, Benjamin 

Howe, Nathan B. 
Keyes, L orenzo D. 
Prouty, Forester A. 
Remington, F. E. 
Saunders, James 
Slllith, Hervey 
Strong, Calvin D. 
Whipple, John E. 
W,,!len, HmTison 
WellImm, Samuel F . 
Cune, Dexter 
Gale, Chas. 

(,OLORED VOLS. 

Matth ews, H. 

FOR THE TWELFTH REGT. U. S. INFANT!!.V. 

Slllitll, Charles Stone Levi 

FOR THE U. S. NAVY. 

Brineck, Chas. lI-IcGrat.h, James 
Buckiey, Addison :Mcyers, .J olIn 
Connor, Harvey R.ichardson, William 
Duncan, Adam Simonds, Chas. H. 
Flynn, P atrick Sulliva.n , J ohn 

FOR OTHER STATE ORGANIZATIONS. 

Clark, John 1I100re, Patricl, 
Estey, James R Robinson, Daniel S. 

.. Long, Job 'Vll.l'ller, Hem)' 
:Manning, Michael 

Substitutes fnl'llished not nallled abo\·e. 55 

Citizens paying commutation $:300, each . 22 


nECAPIT ULATlON OF ~fEN ACTUALLY'FTRN

I SHED. 


Officers, 40 Sixt<;enthYt.Reg·t. 43 

Second Vt. Reg. 55 Sevent~entll " 2 

Third 20 Vt. S. Shooters, 8 

F ounh 37 FIrst Vt. Cavall'\'o 25 

Fifth 2it!. S. Col'd Vol; 3 
Sixth <3 Twelfth U. S . 
Seventh 
Eighth 

3 
1 

Infnntry, 
231U. S. Navy, 

2 
10 

Ninth 18, Other Stnte Or· 
T enth 11 gnuizations, 7 
Eleventh 11 Substitutes fum'd , 55 . 
Twelfth 2 

Total, 370 

CASUALTIES. 

Col. ,John S. Tyler, died May 23. 1864, 
from wounds received in battle of tile 
Wilderness, Va.. , May 5, 1804. 

Lt. Col. Addison Brown, jr. , die.d :llarch 
3, 1865, frolll disease con tracted in service. 

Lt.. Col. Charles Cilllimings, killed in 
battle before Petcrsburgh, Va. , Sept.. 80, 
1864. 

Capt. Den nie W. FaIT, killed in battle of 
the Wildel'lless, Va., lIfay 5, 18M. 

Li eut. Francis A. Gleason , died May 30, 
.1803, from wounds received in battle of 
Salem Heights, n-by 4, 1863. 

Lient. Samuel H. Price, jr. , died April 
8, 1803, from disease cont.racted in service. 

Lieut. J. Wa·ITen Hyde, died July 25, 
1863, from disease contracted in service. 

Capt. Charles F. Rockwell, died Nov. 
18 , 18G8. 

Benjamin, Russell H., killed a.t Bull RUll, 
July 21, 1861. 

Clark, Wm. W., kill ed at Sa.vage Sta· 
tion, June 29, 1802. 

Cook, 'Madison. killed at Ba.nk 's Ford , 
Ma.y 4, 1863. 

I Cooley, Henry L. , d ied in service, from 
disease, .Jan. 11, 1863. 

Gilson. Edward P., died at Richlllond, 
Va.. AIIg. (i, 1801. 

Keables. Elisha L., died at Richmond, 
Va., Sept. 6, 1861. 

.received in bat tle.. 
Forbush, GeD. H 

Va., Oct. 11 , 18& 
:lIanning, J oh11. : : 

in service. 
Estey. J as. R. . 

X(' wbern, :->I. O. 
Clark , .John. 

in $ervice. 
ullivan, 

w!t.ile in sen·ice. 
Pranklin, Goo. 

while in service. 

: ~. 
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Lamphere, John J\L, killed at Bank's 
Ford, May 4, 1863. 

Lord, Robert P., killed at Fredericks
burg, May 3, 18Gil. 

Pacldleford , Frank G., died .Jan. 1,1867, 
of disease contracted in service. 

Kendall, Luke W., killed at Wilderness, 
Va. , .May 5,1864. 

Ryther, D . .Jewet.t, c1iee! -- of disease 
contmcted in service. 

Elliot, 1822 '23 ; Jonathan Hunt, Jr., 1824; 
Sam'l Clark, 1825 '26; Lemuel Whitney, 
1827 ; Sam'l Elliot, 1828 '30; Lemuel 
Whitney, 1831 '32; Chas. Chapin, 1833; 
Lemuel Whitney, 1834 ; Asa K eyes, 1835; 
Lemuel Whitney, 1836; Calvin Townsley, 
1837 '38; Ebenezer W ells, 1839 '40; Cyril 
Martin, 1841; Lafayettc Chwk, 1842 '43; 
John R Blake, 1844 ; Gardner C. Hall, 
184;5; Royall Tyler, 1846 ; John R Blake, 

Slate, Charles S., died Nov. 5,1862, of 11847; Georgc Newman, 1848 '49: Sam'l 
dhease, while in service. 

Howard, .James W. , died June. 24, 1863, 
of w01\ncls received in battle. 

Wood, Lewis A. died Aug. 17, 1863, of 
disense, while ill service. 

Colbul'l1, Wanen . died a,t. Andersonville, 
Ga_, Oct. 4, 18134. 

Kelley, }Iichael, died March 29, 18GS, of 
disease, while in service. 

Covey, Clark. S., died Oct. 8, 1864, of 
disease contracted in service. 

Cooper, Abraham C., killed at Gettys
burgh, Pa., July 2, 1863. 

BartlefI, Thomas E., died of wounds 
received in battle, -Jun e 1, 18G4. 

Forbush, Geo. H., died at Richmond, 
Va., Oct. 11, 1863. 

Manning, John, died Dec. 11 , 1862, while 
in service. 

E stey. Jas. R., died Jan. 1, 1863, at 
Newbern, N. C. 

Clark, John, died Sept. 15, 1864, while 
in service. 

Sullivan, .John, dicd ~-Iareh 14, 1866, 
wllile in service. 

Franklin, Geo. A., died Dec. 2, 1862, 
while in service. 

BIU.TTLEBORO REPREsEN TATn'Es, 1780 to 
1878. 

Samuel Wells, 1780; Samuel Knight and 
John Sargent, «. 1781; Benjamin Butto-
field and Sam'l Knight, 1782 '83; Sam'l 
Knight., 1784 '85; lsra.el Smith, 1786 '87 ; 
SUIll'1 Knight, 1780; GlU'clner Chandler, 
1790 '91; Josiah Arms, 1792'94; Sam'l 
Wlll'llcr, 1795: Josiah Arms, 179G; Sam'l 
Knight, 179'7: John W. Blake, 1798 '90; 
Joseph Clark, 180'0 '0'1; J ohn W. Blake, 
1802; Lemuel Whitney, 1803 '0'7; John 
Noyes, 1808: .Jonas )lann, 1809; J oh n 
Noyes, 1810 '12 ; Sam'l Elliot, 1813 '15 ; 
Jona.than Hnnt. Jr., 181G '17; James Elliot, 
1818 '10; Sam 'l Clark, 1820' '21; Sam'l 

"First Anglo-Saxon child born in the State. 

Earl, .Jr. , Hl·50 '5~; Roswell Hunt; 1852 '153; 
Edwarcl Kirkland, 1854 ; .Joseph Clark, 
185.5; .Jonathan D. Bradley. 18:56 '57; Geo. 
B. Kellogg. 1858 '59; Darwin H. Ranuey, 
1860 'Gl; David Goodell, 1862 'Go; Silas M. 
'Waite, 18(54 '65: Seth N. H elTick. 1866 '67; 
,Jacob Estey, 1868 'G9; Edward Crosby, 
1870; Kittridge Haskins, 1872; .John S. 
Cutting, 1874 ; Julins .I. Estey, 187G: Dr. 
Wm. H. Rockwell, 1878. 

Samuel Root was, we ha.ve heard, a rep
resent.ative from this town, lJut we do not 
find the date or year be servecl the town in 
that capa.city. 

In 1781, 1782 and 1783. it will be seen in 
the above list, there were two Rcpreocntil.
tives chosen, one for the spring ami the 
ol-her for the fall session. 

TOWN CLER.KS. 

Dr. Hcnr), ~Wclls, 17G8 '73; Samuel 
KtligLIt, 1773 '74; Elisha Pierce, 1774 '76; 
Stephen Grcenleaf (the first merchant in 
Verlllont), 1776 '88: Samuel Knight (first 
.Tustiee of Windham county), 1783 '87 ; 
Sim P SOll Elias, 1787 '99; Stephen Green
leaf, .Jr., (son of tlle first mcrchant) 
1799 to 1844; Lafayettc Clark, 1844 '62: H. 
A. Wilson, 1862 'G3; Will. S. Newton. pres
ent clerl" 1863 '79. 

Mieah Townsllcnd was, we have been 
inforllled, at one time town clcrk, but we~ 
find no positive evidence when. 

FHO)! RECORDS OF ~B.J. STEPHEN GHEEN

LEAF. 

Names of persons over 90 years of age 
rcsiding in Brattleboro, November 26, 1826: 

Dea. ,Joshua Wilder, aged 92 yeiHs; 
Widow Auna Sargent, 93; "Vrn. Parks. 90;~ 
~Irs . Frost, 90; Widow Brooks. 94 ; Widow 
Sartwell, 90; IlIatthew .Martin, 00; Johnson 
Lynd e, 90 ; .James Carpenter, 90; .Juo. 
Alexander, 90. 

Names of persons over 80 years of age, 
resicling in Brattleboro, November 26.1826: 
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'Widow Crosby, Mr. Stone, iVIrs. Sarah 
Ellis. Mr. Platt and wife, Abel Wilder, 
Mr. Capeu, Widow Warriner, Beuj. Baker, 
Oliver Carpenter and wife, Sam'l Newton 
and wife, Wm. Hobertson and wife, 
Widow Peabody, Widow Atchinson, Wid, 
ow Cook, J ona·. Herrick and wife, N onh 
Bennett and wife, Ebenezer Fisher and 
wife, .Jolln Pettis and wife. 

COLLEGIATES FRQ)f BRATTLEBORO. 

Alonzo Church, President Georgia Col· 
1ege, Edmund Frost, missionary, Sam'l 
Bennett, clergyman, Cbas. Chapin, M. D., 
Wm. R. Hayes, attorney, ·Royall Tyler, 
Jr., attorney, Edward Tyler, clergyman, 
Joseph Tyler, .clergyman, Geo. P. 'l'yler, 
clergyman, Thos. P. Tyler, clergyman, 
Cllarles Tyler, attorney, Roswell Harris, 
Roswell Harris, Jr., '~il1iam .J. Harris , 
Cllades C. Harris, Lewis Grout, Adman
tha Grout, Henry :VL Grout, Stanford R. 
Cla.rk, Sam'l H. Elliot, Henry Elliot, Wm. 
Elliot , Chas. Elliot, Hiram W. Farns
worth, Lyma.n Wilcox, Theodore Barber, 
Edward Frost, Thomas K. F essend en, 
John N. Meael, Wm. R. .Mead , vVm . C. 
Bnldley, Arth\ll' Bradley, John C. Tyler, 
John C. Holbrook, Lemu el Whitney, 
Wells Goodhue, Rodney Chmch, Philip 
Kingsley, Pliny Kingsley, .iVIicajah Towns
11end, Dr. John L. Dickerman, Simon 
Salisbury, Hancock. Well s, H emy Blake, 
Charles Stewart, Walter Blakesley, ·Will. 
Knight, Will. Samson, Lewis Sikes, A 
Blodget, C. Al exander, Henry Spaulding, 
Geo. A. Hines, E. Spaulding, John B. 
Blake, Warren }'Iarsh, Henry K. Field, 
Otis B. Atwat.er, H. II, Bigelow, W. H. 
Bigelow, Smitll, son of Gilbert Smith, W.M. 
Huut., 11. Hunt, L. Hunt, C. H. Davenport.. 

LONGEVITY. 

Those having monuments, wllo have 
die(l in Brattleboro, 80 years aIel and' up
" -nrd: 

Susannah .Jones, died i\Tar. 3, 1840, age 
"92; .John Carpentcr, Feb. 1, 1843, 88; 
Asu1)" Ca.rpcnter, Aug. 20,184.2, 8D; Abner 
Adams, Aug. 10, 1856, 81; Salmon Stead
man, :liar. 21, 1861,82; ..\Irs. pony Bald
win, Dec. 23, 1862, 84; Mrs. Thankful! 
Burt, Nov. 17, 1780, 85; Mrs. Eli zabeth 
Palmer, .Jan. 8, 18i:J8, 80; Mrs. Capt. Amos 
Thomas, Dec. 11, 1847, 82; i\Trs. j\{ary 
Thomas, June 19, 1847, 88; Mrs. Elihue 
Hotchkiss, Jan. 11, 1840, 84; Mrs. Sally 

Hotchkiss, Feb. 17, 1843, 83; Widow 
Elizabeth Hotchkiss, Feb. 21, 1819, 85; 
Abigail Hale, July 14, l813, 80; Benjamin 
Fessenden, May 6, 1868, 88 ; Widow Eliz· 
abeth Fessenden, .NIar. 27, 1864, 91; Cyn
thia Greenleaf, Sep. 7, 1859, 91; Ruther
ford Hayes, Scpo 25, 1836, 80; Widow 
Chloe Hayes, Feb.. 1847, 84; Sam'l Clark, 
AI)r. 9, 1861, 84; Widow Susan Clark, Aug. 
12, 1863, 85; Derastus Barrett, }Tar. 10, 
1859, 88; Luther Sm'gent, Oct. 22, 1850, 
83; -Widow Elizabeth Sargent, Apr. 26, 
1859, 85; Andrew Miner, May, 24, 1849, 
82; Widow J~avina Miner, Sep. 11, 1855, 
88; Wm. Harris, 1I1ar. 12, 1845. 88; Widow 
Abiah Harris, j)1ar. 6, 1847, 82; j)iaj. 
James Esterbrook, Ma r 5, 1856, 81; Eunice 
Wood, Oct. 13, 1846, 84; Philip Wood, 
.July 16, 1845, 89; Hon. L. Whitney, Apr. 
4, 1847, 82; Sus,111nah Dickinson, Sept. 24, 
1843,81; Abiga.il Bemis, Oct. 7, 1782, - ; 
Widow Molly Sargent, Dec. 18, 1850, 94; 
Widow Anna Sargent, Dec. 4, 1827, 93; 
}Iary, widow of Col. .JollIi. S. Sargent, 
.June 10, 1822, 88; Widow Elizabeth Sar
gent, }'far. 17,1837,95; Ja.cob Spaulding, 
June, 1808, 81; Eunice Amselen, .July Iii, 
1818, 93; Mrs. Mary Salsbury, Aug. 28, 
1821 , 82; Capt. Jonathan Salsbury, j)far. 
27. 1717, 81; Jonathan Stoddard, Jan. 21, 
18'1:3, 80; ,James Carpenter, Nov. 4, 1829, 
92; Lydia Carpenter, Oct. 20, 1826, 94; 
Lydia Carpenter, .May 13, 1839, 82; Dea. 
Wnl. BIgelow, ,Jail. 13, 181Ci, 88; Margaret 
Bigelow, Feb. 15, 1812, 90; .Mrs, Esther 
Richardson, Noy. 28, 1851, 94.; ,Va n'cn 
Esterbrooks, .Tuue 29, 1838,90; Mrs. Rhoda 
Eaton, Jan. 24, 1842, 86; 1\lrs. Elizabeth 
Orris, Oct., 1806, 89; Isaac McCune, Noy. 
0, 1833, 82; ,John Pullen, F eb. 13, 1861, 
90; Jabez Wood, Oct. 23, 1843, 94; Ben
aj"h Dudley, June 20, 18:;0, fl7 ;' Elizabeth 
Dudley, Aug. 29, 1846, 80; Rebecc" 
Crosby, Nov. 8, 1836, 93: Levi Good· 
enough, Sept. 9, 1848;83; Watson Crosby 
Sept. 24, 1859, 83; Reliben Steams, .]an. 
29,1845, 86; Martlla Warriner, F eb. 22, 
1855, 82; Dea. Daniel vVarriner, Apr. 21, 
1866, 80; Chloc Warriner, July 4, 180-,84; 
~rs. Lydia Pr,ltt., Nov. 7, 1825, 93; Income 
Joues, .Jan. H), 1845, 88; Ehenezer Fishel'. 
Jan., 1831,89 ; Eunice Spra.gue, Aug. 15, 
1816, 80; Da.maris Sampson, Feb. 21,1888, 
84; Solomon Dunklee, Jan. 6, 1865,82; 
Widow Mary Hiee, Oct. 7, 1850, 83 ; .Jonas 
Rice, ?l'[a.y 1, 1849, 84; Stephen Bennett, 

H.93. 
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Dec. 18, 1845,88: lI1rs. Ruth Bennett, Feb. Additions to this land, upon the east 
8, 1851, 8tl j John Garduer, June 15, 1854, aud south, have been made by purcilase, 
88; Dr. Lem'l Dicl(erman, Oct. 8, 1832, as required by an iucreasing popula.tion. 
8l: Elisha Prouty, Oct. 22, 1852, 80; lIIrs. In the care of cemeteries in small vil
:}lart.ila Dunklee, Feb. 3, 1805,84; Benj. lages, eighty years ago, neglect was the rule, 
H,ldley, }lar. 24, 177G, 92; .Jonat.han yet even in early times some persons made 
'Yells, Jan. 7, --, -; ,Vidow Rhoda tile burial -places of their families aUrac
R eeve, Aug. 23, 1847, 83; Dr. Willard tive by neatly-arranged grOllnds, flowers 
Arms, Sep. 25, 18U3, 83; Widow Susan and costly monuments. Suffkient labor 
Arms, F eb. 25, 1813'), 8(j; Nathaniel Samp- I was bestowed every year by individuals, 
SOll, Mar. 2,5, 1849, 95; lI1f1.rtba ::lampson, I upon their own family lots, as to render 
.Jan. 7, 1'819, 92; Wm. Parks, .Jan. 2tl, 
1830,93; Rev. .Jesse Bennett, Oct. G, 18G8, 
85; Widow Tryphena Bennett, ,Jan. 10, 
18G8, 8:3; Col. Timothy Church, Nov. IS, 
1803, 8G: Noah Bennett, Nov. 25,1883,90; 
Wm. Whipple, Oct. 30, 1848,85 : Stepilen 
Bennett, Dec. 18, 184ii, 83; D ell,. Nathaniel 
HOTton, ::\hr. 15, 180(j, 81; .ronat.han Hel'
rick, Sept. 28, 1828, 8,,); Lois Herrick, Aug. 
26, 1812, 90; Capt. Nathaniel Bliss , Mar., 
18GO, 84; Lydia, wiclow of Capt.. Nathan
iel Bliss, ~oy., 18139, 82; Joseph Rodgers, 
Sep. 24, 1838, tl4; Salathiel Han'is, Oct. 
29, 184G, 87; Lieut. Simon SLone , Apr. 
1, 1827, 81; Arad St.ockwell, Feb. 1, 1856, 

. :83 ; Mrs. Lydia Stockwell, Apr. 29, 1864, 
8,); Ezra Harris, Oct. 13, 1857, 88 ; Daniel 
Mixer, Apr. 30, 18%7, 83; John Ellis, Apr. 
13, 1837, 82; Sat'ale Ellis, Jan. 7, 1827, 82; 
Solomon Harvey, Sep. 9. L8(j2, 81; Noah ' 
Fuller, ,Jan. 13, 18!6, 8.2: Olive Fuller, 
Apr. 11 , 18'50, 84; Widow Sarah Holl)rook, 
:;VIal'. 22, 1851 ,84; Obadiah Gill , May 25, 
1838,80: Widow AnnH Gill, Mar. 23, 18(j1, 
~)g; ElizalJeth Burnap, lIlar. 23, J8(il, 94; 
John Bemis, June 22, 18J5, 83 ; Nath all icl 
FrenCh, June 8, 1801, 81: :iHarcy French, 
Jan. 20, 1847, 86; Eleanor Thomas, 0('1. 
2(), 18,50.89; Sam'l Frost , Noy. 18, 1866, 
82: Widow Lucy Pratt, Sept. 1, 1863, 83; 
Wido,,, Abigal Sargenl, lilaI'. 9, 1849, 80: 
Benjamin Gort.on, Jan. 22, Itl25 , 88 ; Wm. 
Frost, ail. 

CEMETERIES. 

PROSPECT HII,L CElIETERY IN 18,2. 

"7 B Willist n Pre,i len L' G> 1'0" if w-

more noticeable the surrounding gencra.l 
neglect. Keatness nnd well arranged 
grounds, in Prospect Hill cemetery, is now 
the rule , rather than the exception. The 
solemn looking, round-top, black head
stone, with wings of cherubim shielding 
memento ?noli, is a tiling of the past. 
llIullen, red sorrel, 

II Weet1~ of dark luxuriance, tares of waste}" 

have ciisappeared, giving place to more 
choice and fitting decorations. Some rare 
works of art, in memory of the dead, can 
now be seen in this cemetery. 

The monnment of t·he late Col. Jamcs 
Fisk-designed hy Larkin G. Mead-has 
attracted many visitors from afar and near. 
TlJe shaft is of Italian marble, with four 
nude female figures, made of the same 
matcrial, in a si tting posture, with their 
backs towHrcl the ~haft-two of them 
facing east and tIle other two facing west 
-reprcsenting the principal departments 
of humau eifort wh erein Col. Fisk en
gaged during his brief career in .xelV York. 
No language we CFln use will cIo this ,\'Ork 
justi ce iu description, but we can say it is 
perfectly bea.utiful, and is as fitting a 
·memorialof the artist "'ho designed it as 
of him who now lics beneath it. It is to 
u ~ a constRnt reminder of that. young 
genius of OUl' village, who, over 20 years 
ago, made for himself a national reputa
tion byhis m onument of snow.'" 

The memorials of Hall, Francis, A. H. 

B~ll, Roclzwell , and of several others we 
~.. 0" ( . eo ",e ~ e . lllHrht name, are very elegant., chaste, and 

miln, Seeretan· of the com])any', T imothv Ifitt': tl l' 1 
.. • • " . •1l1g . lC purpose ( cSlgnec . J 

"' lllton, ,JUliUS J. Estey, S . .iH. Walte, Dr. . . 
\V m. n.oekwell, Trust.ecs. . J,ocalecl upon a high elevation, over-

The land first used for this cemetery ,,'as looking a large p ortion of tbe village
o'iven, for the lise of the East Villa~e of clepot grounds, Connecticut ril'er, and the 
:Brat.tleboro. in 1797, by Joseph Ciark, mountainO\ls country on the nortli-this 
E sq., and his wife, the fir st occupant, was place IS a frequent resort of many p~rsolls 

b;niecl th ere the same year. J "See sketch of L (;, \leacl, Esq. 

http:18,50.89
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in summ er time, who seem to never tire in 
their !ldmil'fLtion ·of the lovely prospect 
spread out before th em. 

.~lthough this place of the dead is ~he 
largest of the five ceille t·eries of lite town 
- and conta ins the rcmains of all. 0 1' very 
nea.rly a ll , tb.e lJUsine~s propriet()rs and 
re>1- l·est.a.te owuers of this place. fifty years 
ago- yel, it is not the most ancient place of 
the kinel in thi , town . To find whcre 

.. 'Phe rud e forefathers of tbe hamle, sleep. " 

wc must go to a much higher clevation. 
ovcr two miles dista.nt . 

By ascending a long hill. ncarly north 
from Ceutervill e. aud ahout a mile distHnt 
from that place, we find the a.ucient burial 
place of the town . It is but a few rods 
north of the home of JIicah Townsh cnd, 
wllich. in the year 1800. he sold to H Oll. 

Roya.ll Tyler. The plar,e is uow (1878) 
ow ned a nd occupied by Gilbert Smith, Esq. 

F o r an interesting desr,ription of the saille 
see letter of HOll. R. Tyl er, in Tyler papcl'S. 

In this cemetery is thc gl'fLve of our first 
representative-Col. Sum'l Wells-and also 
of the first· minister se ttl ed in this town
Rev. Abner Reeve. .Maj ..John Arms, one 
of the early se ttlers, and grandfath er of 
thc l!tte Dr. Wilhud Arms, WIlS b\Jl'ied 
here six years bcfore the beginning of the 
war of the Revolution. Three genera
tions of this eady family , and om early 
physician, Dr. Lem') Dickerman. lie buried 
here. 

Over West river-that charming plar.e 
of our earli est recollections-is another 
ancient place of t.he dead, where can now 
be seen t.he headst.one which marks the 
gravc of Col. John Sarg'ent, t.he first Eng
lish c.hild bom in the StfLte of Verlllon t. In 
addition to the foregoing information, 
engm ved upon the stone is the foll ow illg : 

II He gave good coun.sel while he hnd his breath, 
Advising th em to prepare for deatll. " 

The first milita.ry captain we can lea]'l] 
of, outside of Fort Dummer, in t.his town, 
is Capt. Benjamin Butterfield , and in thi s 
burial g round is his memorial s tone. His 
daughter taught th e district school in Brat.
tleboro, East village, nearly 60 years ago, 
and the writerof this article received from 
her his first lessons in the spelling boo k, 
anel also received f rom her a severe whip
piug b<lcause he fo rgot the small letter-a. 

EARLY PHYSICIANS OF BRA'fTLEBOHO. PRO)I 

1786. 

Drs. Henry ''{elb. Lemu el Di ckerman, 
Geo. H olmes Hall. Russell Fitch. Willard 
Arms, .\.rtemas Robbi ns. Jonathan A_ 
Allen . . John L . Di r,kerll1l111. Phillip Hall. 
Daniel Gilberl Bruce..)ohu ''filson. Dalia 
Hyde, Reuben Spauldiu!5'. F. J. Higgill ,on. 
Kitteredge, HoLert Wessclltceft. \\rilliam 
Grau , Loewenthal. Carley. Blackall. )lUl'
phy. Cross. Ayres. E. Chapin. Ge" P . 
,"Vesselhceft. I3owle$. )lol'1'ill. FrOlll l:)08 
to l8 .. ;'). three Thomp:lonian. or bota nic. 
physiciallB were ill pra(;ticr here. "iz.: 
J oseph and Oliver Wright and Pag·e. 

Of the g iven list. 19 are nOl livillg. :HId 
none of them 1l0W liv(' in thb town. 

Oil . LEMUEL DICKER)!AN . 

Bol'll Oct. 18. 1751. marriect in Brattle· 
bol'O to Luciuda ArIllS. Mal'. 17, I i79, di ed 
Oct. , 1732. It has heell saict that he wa~ 
th e first est.ablished physician in this to"l'n , 
but, according to latcr info rmation , he was 
the second. alld the longest in pl·actice. 
Wit.1i bu t on e exception, no physiCian in 
Bmttleboro has lived so mau)' y ears. and 
few, if any, ila ve had a m ore sllccc~~ful 
ca.recr. 

H e was a good manager. H e attendcd 
fa.ithfully to a "ide prac tice, a.nd, at the 
same time, successfully cani ed on a hll'ge 
f arm. situa.ted about 3 mil es northwcst 
from Brattleboro. Eas t village. 

Th e old house he occu pied is yet (l tl!)!) 

st.anding, wi thout change, save that effect
ed by time and neglect. One of tbe few 
relics left. of the first village of the town, 
where is t.he greatest. evidence of a former 
population , is the old cemetery wherein 
the Doctor slevps. 

There is clumlcter ex p!'c$sed in a well
preserved painting of him. iu possession 
of his grandson. Blending ,,-ith good 
humor and penetratio ll, somethi ng tell s of 
consciolls power in reserve for occa~i o n. 

.The accuracy aend quickn ess of percepti on, 
for which he was noted, as also a pl'Oelh'
it.), for the healing art, secllls to ha ve been 
bel'erlitary in his pos terity to the third 
gcneration. Hi' son, Dr. John L. Dicker
m an , was an established physic ian in this 
town about 40 years, alld his t,,·o sons, 
''Villia.m and Lemuel, are members of the 
sam e profession , in Ea stel'll Massachusc t.ts. 
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DR. WIl.LARD A10IS. 

B()1'U in Brattleboro, Dec. 2. 1tl80, the 
3cI gE'nel'<1tioll from .\-[aj. John .\l'1ns. (See 
mililllr)' histo ry preceding) stmliec! with 
Dr. Wl1l. S. WilliHm~. of Deerfield. Mass., 
Feb. S. ItlO:-l. mH.l'l'ied Susan Al'm~. of 
Detrtield, went immediately to Stul,ely, 
CaIHlrla.. 

AffE'r about H ~-ea.r , he was callcd back 
to ~l'I-t l t' the estate of hh father. Josiah 
Amh, II'ho cli~d in po~~ession of the 
mead()'\y farm (now of the Verll10n 1a~ylnm, 

whiLh h nd belonged to the yI>lj ol', his 
fathel'). 

01' "·~rm~ rt'mnin ed in practice in hb 
proi""iOll in thb place about 14 yenrs. 
He j,uilt thE' hO\l~e at the E ast village now 
own~tl a nd oC'c llpied by N. B. Willistoll, 
E'tj. III 1818. Ile <old his house and prac
licf' f'l Dr. Al'te!l1a~ Robbins. conditioned 
that hI; shonld not practiee in t.hi s town 
for 10 YE'ars, a.nd followecl hi s profession, 
thC' most of this time, in Northfield , ~I.a ss. 

In 1833. he returned and settled in the 
Wl·"t. village, where he remH in ed 30 ycar~, 
and died , Sep. 25, 1863, aged almost 813 
j'C<1l'~. 

HI; practiced 60 years, 44 in this town, 
wlltl'e, in many branches of hi s profession, 
his co nnsel "-as often soug ht. He was 
considcred the leading a.uthority in obstet
ric,. ~llln ll-pox·, &c_ 

. , When I am sick," said Ile, " I don't 
WHllt mcdicine ; but I live on com-mea.! 
hasty-pudding 1lntil the di~ease gets dis
gusted a nd lea vcs me." 

Hi s iong life and good health was owing, 
in no small degree, nndonuteclly, to excel
lent care, good hab its, and a large share of 
good common sense. 

DIl. GEORGE EOL)IES HALL. 

First. resident. physician I1t the East 
v iliHge, cOlUmenced practice here about 
1790. He nddec1 to his professional l;l.bors 
the mercantile. 

From a report of expenses for buildlllg 
the iirst !lWel-ing-house at tbe West village, 
pre~en ted us by HOll. Fayette Clark, we 
quote. 

.. Repo rt of Accompts. by :'Ilecting
House com mittee." .. Dr. George H. Hall, 
£.j,1).10.i3=:;>1.'55.. 26-JOO, for rum, sugar, 
gl <1~s , \" hite lead, &c." The foregoing is 

one of 56 account.s, rep orted by til is com
mittc'e. amounting in all to £696.12.1.= 
"'~\lSS.(H(l(l. 

Dr. Hal]'; st·orc for the sale of drug,. 
medicines and New Engla.nd goods. stood. 
in 1707, at tlie soutlleast corner of the 
tront grounds of the urick Ilouse, in iIlll in 
street, of Geo. Howe, Esq. 

In liD7, a clerk in tile employ of Dr. 
Hall, cau sed t.he complde destruction of 
hi< store and goods by contact of a lighted 
hUllP, ill hb ha nd. with an open cask of 
alcollOl. T11e cask of 'ipirits exploded 
and scatte red the flame~ with such rapidity 
there was no time to save anything. Th('re 
was no iusurance. lL was a ulow to Dr. 
Hall. i~ ha~ been said. fro111 which h e never 
reeovered. He lived about 10 years aft"r 
this. and dipd in 1807, aged 4-t 

In .January, 1798. Rev. OJ'. W ells, in re
marl,s from thc pulpit upon the past year. 
saiel : "1 allude to two very cala.rn itous 
events in our midst during the year tll a t 
has ,jnst closed-the death by drowning of 
two promising young m en, T ay lor and 
Palmer. and the destruction by fire of tile 
property of our friend and neighbor, Dr. 
Hall." 

Two sons of Dr. Hall, George W. and 
G,ll'dner C., became successful traders in 
t.his place_ 

George married Sarah Holbrook, a 
ch1ughter of Dea..Joh n Holbrook, in Dept., 
1818, but his life came to an early close. 
H e died in 1825, leaving a widow and 
three ch ildren. 

Ga.rdner 0. , slender built and, to appcar
allce, physically feeble, became, at onc 
period, the most extensive merchant in 
this cou nty. 

While doing a large wholesale and reta il 
busin ess in elry goods, hardware and l'Vest 
[nelia products, he cngaged in the manu
facture of linseed o il, cotton, iron, &c., 
and not the least among tile benefits he 
conferred upon thi s communi ty was the 
encouragement he gave to home industry 
by fineling a market for its proclucts. 

Not the least intelesting event in ou r old 
t.imes was the arrival of one of Ha.ll's flat
bottom ships, ladcn with 20 or 25 tOllS of 
merchandise from thc port of Hart.ford, 
Ct. The large white sa il s, swell ing up the 
rapids on their important mission, iLIon£, 
the shore of tall trees and banks of sum
mer verdure, were assisted by hard-handed. 
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swift wMermen, who, on arrival at the 
landing, were sure to gratify their weak
ness for the contents of the old back store 
of t.heir patron. 

H e was a prominent member of the 
Unitarian society. We believe, no one 
contrilmted more material aid in erecting 
the second meeting-house in the E>lst "il
lage, in 1831. 

To public improven1 ents he gave his 
rig-ht hand and purse t.oge ther. To all 
shams he presented a quiet, uncompro· 
mising front, From the administration of 
Jackson to t.hat of Pierce, he was opposed 
to the D cmocratic party, an(1. as a devoted 
Whig . was chosen to represent his native 
town in the State Legislatnre. 

DR. . JONATHAN .:\ . AL1 ..EN 

and his family lived on j){ain st.reet , in the 
East village. as early as J 8Hl, but h ow long 
before we are not able to state. 

TIle house hc owned and occupied was, 
in 1828, in the possession of Willard P om 
roy, who, vy enlargements, converted it 
in to a hotel, called the Vermont Honse, 
opened to the public in 18.29 01' 'BO. I n 
1849, it was removed, an d a new brick 
hotel of three stories was erec ted in place vy 
Cilpt. Tl10mas C. I"ord. In Feb., 1851, 
thi.~ hotel was destroyed by fire, and the 
gronnd is now occnpied by the Episcopal 
church und 1'o,,' n hall. 

Dr. Allen is spoken of in high terms of 
commendat.ion by the fcw aged citizens in 
our village who remember him. The rec· 
ollect.iou of his profic iency in chemistry is 
yet fresh in the mind of the oldest native 

. . f tl' '11 I fCI tlzen 0 l1S v I no'e, IV 10 was one a a 
· "'. f D All c ass, I under lDstrllct lons rom I'. ' en 

. I " 1 ]' t 1 I' I t 
m t. l1 S SCIence, a ile IS enec to l1 S ec ures 
upon thI S subJect In 1820 '2-1 . H e was an 

, ... . o. , , . 
honol to the pwtessl~n , ,;, entlcmanl), PIlI 
dent and conSIderate m hI S lD tercourse and 
dealings with his fellow-men. 

H e left this placc, at some period from 

H e had t·hat dignity of person and general' 
appearance requis ite to m eet Olll' idea l, as 
to the externals, of a fi rst-class doctor. A 
faithful painting of him would be recog
nizerl at· once as that of an )1. D. 

The Dr. sleeps more than 20 mil es from 
t,his place, vut of the good he did, during 
hi s short mission of 8 years in this pl a.ce, 
we every day expcrience. 

He was Ont· of the nine originato rs a.nd 
own ers of the Northern Aqueduct com
pany, which nist w ent into practical 
operation about 60 years ago. and now 
continues to supply several families with 
water. 

EtTIci ent as he generally was in the dis
charge of missions thrust upon him , there 
was a chronic difficulty in t.hat huge old 
macl.linery, called tile town clock, he 
fa iled to remedy. 

As the old thing wns irregulm'ly ticking, 
and pounding out unccrtll,in sounds, up in 
t1hlt old church t.ower on the Co mmon, 
the t roubled countenauce and anxious eye 
of Dr. Robvins could be seen moving 
abont the village in pursuit of ability 
such as he could tru st to make the 
ueeded repairs. Tl.le desire of his heart 
would be gratified if h e con ld only nnd 
that uuiversal genius, Tom S(,ores, with 
hi's head level. Th e doctor l,n ew that 
Tom could make nice tempered and beau
tiful surgica.l instruments, such as, in 1821, 
severed the a.rm of Lieut. Goodenoligh ilt 
t.he shoulder. In short, there was scarcely 
anything that co uld be done with the 
fin gers, Tom could not do when he was 
not on a ben der. but when the rum caine . . . 
l1l hIS Wlt.S went out, and he would do . . 
nothlDg but pOllnd a bass drum untIl the 
heads broke in. 


. ,

After t.he doctor moved from tIllS place 

to Bellows Falls, in 182.{; to the old clock 
' 

" There 'ca me "n hour of peaceflll rest." 

I t became so aceustomed to resting a.nd 
1822 to '24, for a wi(ler field , arid sa tbfac- ! rusting it would not do anything else. I n. 

tori l)' di(l he prove his capability for the 18:12, it was taken down , to make room 

same in the way he long and faithfully for a new successor. 

fulfilled the du ties he accep t.ed, as profes- Dr. Robbins became a partner w ith Dr. 

Sa l' of chemistry in l\'Iiddlebury coll ege. Wells in establishing a drug store at 


Bellows Falls . Vt. In consequence of in
DTI. ATITE~IAS ROIlm~s 

vesting nearly all bis property in railroad 
bO~lgbt the hou.se and practi::e of Dr. Istock " t.hat becam e comparatively worth
WIlhml Arms, III the E ast vdlage, At less, he came to the close of a long life, in 
first sight no one cou ld mistake hi s calling. I 18GO, in destitute ci rcumstances. 
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DR. DAi'l IEL GILBERT 

came, and was in practice bere, from 1828 
or '29 until 1841, "Wben he removed to 
officiate in tbe iHassachusctts General Hos
pital at Boston, \vhere he died, some years 
since, of Asiatic cbolera. 

He studied surgery, under instructions 
from tbe noted Dr. Twichell, of Keene, 
N. H., and Wll S a· good surgeon. If defic
ient iu knowledge respecting snbjects 
com ing under his considera t.ion, he bad 
tbe courage to acknowledge it, 01' at lenst 
was not so careful to conceal it as he was 
diligent to seek the remedy. Said Hon. J. 
fur..." B ..l~'\ll~~..1ey .' 1( 1 l\~il .£:D.l}J)!3ex)[)8 j.!:' Dy. 
Gilbert from tbe moment 1 discovered thi~ 
fea.ture in his eha.racter." 

There was a bluntness in bis manner not 
always pleasing to bis patients. A st.out.
huilt, vigorous young man was under his 
treatment for fever . The fever left him, 
as did also tbe doctor, but it became nec
essary to reca.1I tbe doctor, for tbe patient 
had a relapse, from indulgence of appetite 
too soon. 

"Sick aga in ?" sH.id the doctor. "Well , 
good constitution; you can stand tbis 
tbing', I reckon, once or twice more, if 
you choose; therefore, as soon a.s you get 
over this difficulty, en t too much again. 
before you are otble to exercise enough to 
digest it," 

Willing to accept truth from any source, 
yet not confined to rules of others, but 
original, progressive and coul"t,geous, he 
wa~ the man for emergenci es. His pre
<;cl"iptions were often simple, while effec
tual. In a case of obstinate. con tinued 
hiccough . whicb be traveled 7 or 8 miles to 
visit. the remedy he ordered was simply 
popped com, whicb ga.ve to tbe pa tient 
immediate relief. 

DR. JOHN ,VIL80N, 

of Scotland. educated at Edinburgh, came 
to this place in 18813. IIe bad previr)l]sly 
passed some years in Dummerston and 
Newfane. 

In some way he was con nected with 
Thomas Amold in building a steam saw
mill at tbe southeast part of the East 
village, on the site now occupied by the 
Vermont and ~Iassachusetts R. R. Co_, for 
their depot and otber buildings. The old
fashioned cylinder boilers required so much 

fuel, to create the needful power, the mill 
proved an unprofitable investment. Arnold 
disappeared, and the mill was for several 
years useless property on the h~nd s of tbe 
Doctor. 

The Doctor ma.rried a daughter of Selah 
Chamberlain. His wife returned to her 
fa.ther , after becoming t.be motb er of one 
child, and he lived a solitary, secluded life 
utitil 1847, in a small house, standing Ileal' 
the silent mill. 

In a mther inferior carriage, accompa
nied by his litt-le boy, be visited, in rural 
districts, tbose per~ons who required bis 
professional services, which, in some in· 
stances, were highly appreciated. 

Tllough gifted with rare powers of con
veri'fttion, which gave evidence of exten
sive informat.ion, be rarely, if ever, sought 
the society of those who coulc! best appre
ciate him. or the c.ompany we should "up
pose would have been most congenial to a 
man of his hig'h cultivation. 

Tbe visits necessity compelled him to 
make to the grocery and storcs, were im.
proved by some people to draw fort.h idea s, 
or get opinions from this mysterious 
oracle, and when w ell started in conversa
tion. we have noticed a charmed circle of 
attentive li steners gather around bi.m, and 
all seemed willing to adhere to the ;;laxims 
of Zeno. 

Upon one occasion I beard him remark: 
"I have never witnessed such extravno-nn
ces in the use of language ao I have noticed 
in New England. For instance, lYIT. H . 
said to me, 'Doctor, there is some gra.ud , 
a.lmighty, elegant, magnificent, splendid, 
nice, fresh fish.' i\fy first impression was 
that Mr. H. had just returned from Sl. 
Peter's at Home, or from tbe grand Cathe
dra.l at i'I'Iil:1n, and had commencecl to en
lightell me upon his discoveries; hut judge 
of my surpri se. after he bad used up 
superlatives enough to clo justice to t.he 
architecture of the middle ages, my atten
tion wa.s directed to a fe IV small, cle"cI 
fishes. " 

After the death of Dr. Wilson. in 1847, 
a bool, was published present.ing circum
stantial evidence to show we had been 
entertaining " Thun.derbolt" unawares. and 
our quiet, obscure, peacea.ble Dr. Wilson 
wu.s the accomplice of the notorious 
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Lightfoot, an English highwayman , who 
suffered the death penalty, ma.ny year~ 

ago, £0]' his crimes. 
j)hny persons thought tbe evidence of 

sufficient weight to make the idea interest
ing. but how extensi vely it W>tS believed 
we are not able to state. If the most the 
advocates of this theory cla.imed was true, 
death had clo3cd the door again~t all action 
and passed the case onward beyond all 
human jurisdiction. 
A~ if to more fnlly complete the work 

of forgetfu lness, the Irishman's shovel has 
been employed. until not less than 14 reet 
in depth of solid earth now covers all thaI 
smface of ground once encumbered by the 
Tlileb of lumber. steam mill and humble 
abode of the mysterious doctor. In less 
than a year after his death. every tangible 
object that could remind us of him van
isher!. 

All this happened about 8.5 years ago, 
yet morc than Olle person can say there is 
now il1lpre~scd upon their mcmories the 
)'ecords of many moments less pleasantly 
-and profitably spent. than have been passecl 
by them in the presence of Dr..John 
Wilson. 

The 11 closing years of his life in this 
vlace has left with us an unsolved prob
lem more interesting from the dim, misty 
light of uncertainty in which it is envel

• 	 oped. From t.his cause Brattlebol'O is 
richer ill her past, and with the mind's eye 
we see a picture in her silent halls, left 
there by this event. we could not if we 
would remove. 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES. 

SAMUEL WE LLS. 

Col. Sam'l ,Veils, the first representative 
from this town, then in Cumberland county, 
was bol'll at Deerfield, Mass., tiept. 9, 1730. 
He married Hannah Sheldon and in :July 
1762, settled in Brattleboro, on lands now 
owned by t.he Vermont Asylum, situated 
about a mile north of thc East Village. 

,Ve have found where his log cabin stood 
100 years ago, but th e spot is now a wild. 
with no road 01' indicatiods that there ever 
was a road leading to the place. At the 
time he came to Brattleboro, lUany of the 
pioneers considered it a great success to se
cure a roof, however humble, and food to 
sustain life. 

Here was born his family of thi.rteen 
children, two of whom died in infa,ncy. 
His daughters were married to Samuel 
Gale, Ephraim Nash, iVlicah 'Townshend, 
Jonathan Gorton, Nathaniel Chul'cll and 
Ephraim Stimpson. 

Like most of the prominent men of the 
time, in this part of Llle i:lttltc, Col. Wells 
susta.ined the claims of New York . 

Between the years 1798 and 1802. all the 
family of Col. Wells removed to Oanada. 
whpre each of his ch ildren recei\'td from 
the crown 1200 acres of land as n compen
sarion for the losses Col. Wells had suf
fered during the Revolution on 'accollnt of 
hi s adherence to the King. He died in 
t.his town and a marble head-stone in tI,e 
old burying-ground gives the following in
formation: 

In ~Iemory of 

COL. SAMUEL WELLS, 


of this town, a .Judge of Cumber

laud County Court, and a Member 

of the Assembly of the Province of 

Ne,,' York, who departed this life 


Aug. 0, 178G, in his 55th year. 

Hi s friends, the stranger and the poor have lost 

A kind compunion and a generous host: 

When he fell, the Statesman t ell 

And left the world his .worth to tell. 


[Ex/Tad jrom ]Japel'8 oj F. Hawks, oj (Jr"7Ifield.) 

HENR.Y WELLS, )1. D., 

Was the first town clerk of Brattleboro 
elected to office in 1768. He was hol'll in 
Essex Co., N. J., June 14, 1742, but from 
1746, for about 20 years, his home was in 
New York, when the population of that 
city was less than 10 thousand. ,Vhen 
11 years old he began his college course at 
"Nassau Hall" in Princeton. Here he 
took his first degree at. the age of 15. Im 
mediately after his graduation he hegan 
the study of medicine at New Haven, with 
the celebrated Dr. Hull, under whose in
struction he remained foul' years. In 1760, 
Yale College conferred on him the degree 
of A. :il'I., and in the followiug year he re
tumed to New York, wbere he continued 
his studies lIntil1764. He studied divinity 
for a short time after this and added the 
business of an apothecary to his early 
medical practice in Ne'v York He was 
nmrried in the old Duteh church on N as
sau street, to Hannah Stout, j)fay 28, 1764. 
'They lived together within a few months 

lof half a century. 
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Dr. Wells was ha rdly more than 25 and Icounsellor until his death. III 1802 a form · 
his wife 20 a nd the mother of two YOIlLlg ! idal.JJe epidem ic made its appearaLlce in 
children, when they starter! for their new Greenfield and its vicinity. "EmiLl('nt'1' 

home in the wilds of wha.t is now Vel'· physicians," sa.ys ' Villard in his nistory, 
mont. The town of Brattleboro, of WlllCh "di(l what they could to stop the plague. 
he and his wife were 2 of th e pa.tentees, \ That excellent ph:'sician and estimai)le 
had been partly settl ed from New Hamp· man, Dr. John St,one of Greenfield, the late 
shire as earl~' as 17:32. Th ey came by a I Dr. Williams of Deerfield, aud thOlt NoMe· 
small sloop to Hartford, Ce., and from man of N(~t1t'l'e, Dr. Henry Wells of 1'Ion· 
thence foll owed the Connecticut river to I tague, were employed, the last and the first 
Brattlebo ro. Their new home was a farm 
of not far from 1000 fines, some 2 miles 
west of the present bea.u tiful East v illage 
of Brattleboru. Here on the brow of a 
loft y hill Dr. 'Well s erected a substantial 
frame hOl1se of considerable si7.e, wlJiclJ 
stood almost unaltered for a century, and 
was finally taken dowll (by Gilbert Smith,) 
in 1875. In If301 it was purchased from 
lIIicah Townshend (its second owner,) by 
Chief Jnstice Tyler, wbo occupied it about 
14 or 15 years. F rom 17G8 to the time of 
his removal in 1781, he constantly held 
some public office. His name, for the last 
time, appears npon the records as moder· 
ator of tbe meeting of Marcb, 1781. His 
na me is at tached to two memorials to tbe 
King in beh alf of the legal govel'llment, 
the only civil govemment. in fact, under 
the Province of New York. Seven more 
children were born to Dr. ' Veils during 
his 13 years rcsidence in Brattleboro. In 
1781 he relinquished the magnificent estate, 
(in acres,) which cost him so mueh toil and 
suffering, and removed to 1'Iont[lgue, ~'lass . 

He settled in the house which for 80 years 
continued to be the home of his children. 
This house is stili standing thoug h not in 
possession of the famil y. In the associa· 
tions of his new home ancl the better op
portunities for the practice of his profes· 
sion, Dr. Wells no ' dOUbt foundcompen· 
sation for the visionary fortune, as landed 
proprietor, for which he and his father had 
left New York. He soon acquired a rep
utation as a physician, e;;pecially in con· 
sultations, which made long journeys from 
borne often necessary. Such occasional 
calls for him extended from Boston to 
Albany, New Hampshi re a nd Co nnectic ut, 
as well as to and beyond his old home in 
Vermont. 

In 1785 he was elected a member of the 
:Massachusetts Medical Society with which 
he was connected most of the time as 

D 

named, mostly. 
The sick seemed to have the impression , 

generally , that they certainly should reo 
cover if Dr. 'Wells at.tended upon them, 
so grent was tbeir reverence for that phi· 
l;wtllropist... .. As a recognition of ilis 
services in th is pestilence, Dartmouth 
Coll ege conferred on him the honomr,\' de· 
gree of 1'1, D. Professor Nathan Smith 
was accustomed to quote him in his lee· 
tures and to speak of him in terms of the 
highest re~pec t. 

"Dr. Wells," adds Dr. Alden, "ill his 

profession atta.i ned the most dist inguished 
rank. His natura l powers were good, his 
medical reading extensive and judicious, 
his appli cation methodica l and patient. 

His eminent skill, however, in the man· 
agement of disease was derived chiefly 
from his own observati0n and experience. 
Possessing a dear and discriminating mind 
and an accurate judgment, his practical 
deductions were remarkably just. In dif· 
ficult cases his advice was much sought 
a.nd highly appreciated. Courteous in his 
manners, modest and unassuming in his 
interco urse with his p\'()fessiona l brethreu, 
he was hi ghly respected by the profession 
and the public." 

Dr. W ill iams remarks "Dr. 'Veils had 
the confideDce of all his professional 
brethren throughout the country, anel 
many of his patients almost worshiped 
him." 

Very Iittle need be added in regard to 
Dr. Wells ' character a nd principles. His 
whole life, family, social amI professional, 
was permeated with a deep seDse .of relig
ious duty. He died Aug. 24, 1814, aged 
72, and was buried in Nlontague. His 
funeral was atteDded by a large concOllrse 
01' people and a. g reat number of physic· 
ians from the neighboring towns p~id him 
the last token of respect. 
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Dl{. SAMUEL S'rEARNS, LL. D., 

Was bol'l, in Bolton, :Nlass., in 1747, and 
died in Brattleboro, Aug. 8, 181(1. This 
.g·entleman, previous to becomiug a resi

"dent of t.his town, suffered greatly in 
m"il'ld, body and estate. from the persistent 
attacks of "The Sons of Liberty," ill 
'Vorcester, Mass. For his supposed loy
alty to King George III , he was confined 
in a fj.lthy prison nearly 3 years, in vY 01'

ceste!', J',{ass. In that prison he suffered 
Jar tile want of the common necessaries of 
.\lire. A large share of this imprisonment 
was after the close of the Revolutionary 
war with Great Britian. By the condi
tions of the ,fay treaty, he was legally en
titled to hi s freedom; but his enemies by 
legal technir.l1lities, vl1rious pretexts and 
false sweari ng, continued his confinement 
and declared he should rot in jail. 

Though he was a man of fine presence 
an(l great personal beauty, as we learn 
from a well preserved painting of him, 
and of nne mental cultivation for the 
times in which h" li ved , misfortune was 
so constantly his attendant he had but lit
tle from this world, for which to be thank
ful. 

" Life lil1d no more to bring to him 
Than mockery of the Pl1st alone." 

i<'rom his monnm ent at the East village 
cemetery, we copy the following words: 
"Nature was his preceptor, philosophy 

His mistress,and astronomy his prompter, 
Disappointment ever succeeded his best 
Endeavors; he deserved better
Ingratitude was the reward of 
His labors, 

P eace to h is ashes." 

Dr. til1muel Steal'l1s, while in the prac
t ice of medicine in New York, calculated 
and published the ilrst "Nautical Alma
nac" pllblished in Americl1. lie was 
thc anthor of "The American Herbal, or 
Mate ria ;)feclica," published in 1801. The 
work was printed I1t Walpole, N. H., for 
Thomas &; Thomas a,nd the author. 

Upon the list of su bscribers are 47 names, 
comprising the most prominent citizens of 
that t.ime in BmttlelJol'o. He obtflined 
llH1l1Y SllhscrilJers fOI' a ".illedicI11 Dispen
~at or)', " npon whIch he labored 28 year~. 
To nhtain information for th is work, of 
two volumes containing GOO pages each, he 
traveled 0 years in Europe and in this I 
country, Ht an expense of several thousand 

dollars. He died before (:ompleting the 
enterprise. Upon the list of subscribers 
for this work we find the names of Dr. 
Benjamin Rush, of Phill1delphia, Gen . 
George Wl1shington, and other names of 
the most noted men of the age in this 
conntry. 

MAJ. STEPHEN GREE'.l'iJ"EAF 

Wh o held the office of town clerk from 
1799 to 1844 WI1S by t l'l1de 11 carpenter. 
We who have only seen him late ill the 
afternoon of life, a tottering, feeble old 
mall , find it hard to l'ealize how athletic 
and fearless he was in the prime of life. 
"Ve have been told by an eye witne&s of 
the feat, Mr. Greenleaf, after raising a 
large building, stood upon his head ou the 
ridgepole of the bnilding. 

Whatever he attempted was well per
formed ane! as a workman and a citizen no 
fairer name is on the list of Brattlebom 
mechanics. His penmanship in the old 
town books, faT it.s uniformity and perfec
tion, is the admiration of everyone who 
has examinee! it.. Each letteT and word is 
mae!e in full, g iving so perfect exactness 
no one catl mistake it. 

The example he has left us is a m onu
mental rebuke-45 years in building-to 
men of learning, to legal gentlemen who 
use their pens,as Talleryand said some men 
did their tongues, "to conceal mther than 
to express their meaning." In 1834 he 
wrote several long, bighly interesting let
ters to his friends, that were pn blished in 
the Plueni1:, not long since, respecting the 
past and present of Bmttleboro, and he 
also fu l'I1 ished .that brief though a ole 
sketch of this town in "Thompsoo 's Histol'
ical Gl1zetteer of Vermont," pnblished in 
1846. 

Mr. Greenleaf enjoyed the stndY of 
mathematics and often assisted others in 
that department of knowledge. 

Only 13 years of age when he came here 
with his father in 1771, with no educl1tional 
advantages and few books worth mention
iog, what superior native resources mnst 
h,\\'e lJeen concealed under that modest, 
unl1ssuming exterior, so fl1ithfnlly shown 
in a painting of him, which, to the honor 
of Brattleboro, now hangs ill the town 
hall. 

From ]\'il's. Ellis, now (1869) 80 years of 
age, and the only child of .ilIaj, Greenleaf 
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now living, we learn that her ·father edu- I ford, Ct., July 29, 1756, removed to New 
cated himself, long winter evellings, by 
light. from the kitchen fire-place. To get 
full itdvantage of the light, he extended 
himself horizontally upon the tioor \\-here 
he worked IIpon mathematical problems, 
practised penmanship, read the few books 
he could obtain, and thus laid the founda
tion of such a charactcr for abil ity a.ncl 
v irtue a.s WOll the well-deserved respect, 
love and confidence of th ree generations, 
then c,tlmly and peacefully dieel in 183U, 
aged 92 years. 

From our earliest recollectioDs, we have 
hearel much said in commendation of Maj 
Greenleaf, but feel incompetent ·to do jus· 
tice to his memory, 01' tinel language to 

·express our admiration of his long, faith
ful, beautiful life. One who knew him 
weil, has said of him: ":Surely, olle such 
man in Sodom would have been sufficient 
to have saved that wicked city." 

Among OUl' ancient worthies of the 
bnried past, there were those of his cotem
pomries who surpassed him iu mental 
attainments, brilliancy of the imagination, 
business faculties 01' abilities to grasp the 
prizes in this intense never-ceasing life 
struggle going on about ltS, but as th e 
Creator's ma.sterpiece, "an hon est man," 
no one was his superior. 

HAYES F A~IILY. 

BY W, H. BIGELOW 1 OF CHICaGO. 

In February, 1778, there cflme to Brat
tleboro. from New Haven, Ct., a young 
mall, just of age, a blacksmith by trade. 
The few settlers, wishinp: such a workman 
·to 10c!l.te among them, made a bee, shoveled 
a wfl.y the deep snow, hel ped to bu ild a 
shop. and in less than ~\. month he was at 
work with his tools. Grea.t resn lts flowed 
from ,his hasty settlemelH of the young 
man-Rutherford Hayes. 

We trace his ancestors back to George 
Hayes, who caIne from Scotland and was 
li.ving in Windsor, Ct., in 1682, amI sub
seCluentlY in Granby, Ct. His grandfather, 
Damd Hayes, was, in 1702, takeu captive 
by the Indil\.ns, carried to Canada, and 
wa~ kept a prisoner a.bout 5 years. His 
mother was Reb~(;ca Russel, grel\.l grand
dau~htel' of Rev. . John Russell, who lived 
in Hadley, illass ., where he concealed the 
Regicides foJ' many years. 

Rutherford Hayes was born in Bl'and-

Haven with his father, Ezekiel Hayes, in 
1773. In his new home, now the West 
village, he for many yefl.rs worked at his 
trade, which he called a .• dirty. black 
business, but. it hrought Mhite mO/ley." 

For some time he kept a tavern, joimng 
farming with it, and during his passing 
old age he was a farmer in easy circulU' 
stances. A.s to his characteristics, he is 
clescrih(;d ,\.s a .. round, corpulent, old gen
tleman. with a n elastic, square step , 
medium height, with florid complexion, 
sandy hail', a cheerful temper, and friendly, 
courteous manners. " Capt. Dudley, now 
living, in his 82d year, an intelligent old 
gentlemfl.u of many in te resting memories, 
recalls his hale. hearty laugh, accompanied 
usually with a noted rubbing of his hands, 
in the enjoyment of jokes and stories. Of 
him, one who remembers him well, says: 
., He was an honest, kindly, religions man, 
Iwd mfl.y well be regarded by his descend
ants as a model." After he was seventy he 
became a total abstinence man, "fearing," 
he said, •• that his example would be quoted 
a.ga.inst the Cfl.use of temperance." He 
died Sept. 25, 1886. 

His wife, Chloe Smith, born Nov. 10, 
1762, in Hadley, Mass., moved with her 
parents to Brattleboro when young. and 
Wfl.S nmrried (1789) in her seventeenth year. 
She matured into a noble, Christian lady. 
She was noted as a wonrlel'fnl worker, and 
of great force of will. On a certain occa· 
sion she waited upon gnests at a country 
ball, in their lavern. I\.ll night, and started 
in the morning on horseback fo,' a viSit to 
Bainbridge, N. Y . She made the journey 
with her hu sband, 200 mUes 01' more, and 
back in health and strength. She is re
membered by her descendants with affec
tionate admiration. She di ed Feb. 17, 
1847. They had three sons and six 
daughters, whom they lived to see in posi
tions of honor fin d llsefulness. 

DEA. RUSSELL l{A YES, 

The oldest of the sons, born ~fay 31, 17tl4, 
passed a life of va.luable usefulness on the 
olrl homestead in West Brattleboro. clevot
ing his energies and his love' to the academy 
al}d the chnrch, and smooth ing t.enderly 
the declining years of his fl.ged parents. 
He was a Christ·ian of equable tempel', a 
man of excellent judgment , a nd a neighhor 
highly esteemed. H e died July 28, 1856. 
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JtUTHEHFORD HAYES, JR., 

Born Jan. 4, 1787, ea,rly entered the mer
cantile business and accumulated, for those 
times, a competent fortun e. He was a 
man of honor and commanded univer~al 
respect. He wasa PresbyterhUl, In 1811, 
he removed with his family to Delaware , 
0" a journey of 40 days, but only lived 
about 5 years, dying in 1822, After his 
death was born his son, 

RUT HEHFORD ]3, HAYES, 

Who, now in middle life, bears well-eal'l1ed 
military ancl political honors. He grael
lIated with the class of 1842, from Kenyon 
College, Ohio, studied law and practiced 
it successfully in Cincinnati, 0., lip to the 
opening of the War of the Rebellion . 
'when, in 1861, he entered the army; was 
promoted repeatedly, and ill 1864, was pro
moten from colonel to bl'igadior-general fo], 
"gallantry in the battles of Winchester, 
Fisher's Hill and Cedar Creek," and at the 
close of the war to that. of brevet major 
general. He was elected t.o Congress in 
1864, from ()lncinnati, and re-elected in 
1866: was elected governor of Ohio in 
1867, and re-elected in lS69. He declined 
to receive a nomination for a third term, 
ancl retired to private life, returning to the 
practice of law. He received the clegree 
of LL, D., in 1868, from Kenyon College. 

[Written in 1870, previous to his elec
tion to the presidency,-ED.] 

, WJLLfAn.ll. HAYES, 
The thn'd son of Rutherford Hayes, Sen., 
was born Dec, 6, 1804, prep~red for col

., 

lege lInder the InstructIOn of Rev. MI'. 
Hallock, and gradu~ted at, Yal~ in ~h e year 
1825: He took a hIgh stand ,In hIS class. 
Closlllg the three .years of IllS legal pre· 
paratory studies at the IfLw school in New 

I	Christian, fLnd was rest.rained hom prepfLr
ing himself for the gospel ministry by 
failing health. Skillful physicians ad vised 
him to seek :1 milder e:lim'tte. In 1836, he 
relinquished the practice of law, and 
moved to Barbadoes in the ,Vest Indies. 
His health was gradually restored , ancl he 
tlIen spent the rest of bis life engaged in 
prosperous mercantile pursuits, and in dis
charging the duties of U. S. Consul for the 
Island of Barba.does. He engaged llimself 
heartily in the support of temperance and 
in the abolition of slavery. He orgauized 
societies in his new home, and wrote and 
labored successfully for the promotion (If 
these reforms, 

Qll·oting from Dr. Bacon, of New Haven, 
"He was known and bonor.ed there and 
at home as a bUSIness mall of eminent 
skill, courtesy and probity, and a Christian 
gentleman, ready for every good word ane! 
work." 

His life was suddenly terminated by a 
malignfLnt erysipelas July 18, 1852. 

Of the daughters of R.utherford Hayes, 
Sen" the oldest one, Polly, married 'MI'. 
John Noyes, who became a man of note. 
He graduated at Yale College in the class 
of 1779, taught in Chesterfield Academy, 
N, H" preached the gospel, became a 
merchant, and represented the southern 
district of Vermont in Congress. They 
were the grand· parents of Larkin G, :Mead, 
t.he sculptor. 

Belinda married the Hon. Samuel Elliot , 
of Brattleboro, Clarissa married Ayer 
Moody a o'!'aduate of D'lI·tmouth Colle'

' b ' ( , ge, 
a man of inflnence. She is one of the 
only two members of the family now liv
ing, being in her 80th year, ripening into 
a gentle and beau tiful old age in Dela
ware, Ohio. 

Haven, under the care of ,Judge Dagget, Sarah, now (1870,) living in Chesterfield , 
he was, a.d~ltted to the bar, and ol:ened an IMass., married Dyer Bancroft, a graduate 
office III East Brattleboro, Vt., III 1828: of TITI' III' 'ill C' II H .' d I 0n ,_ S ·0 e,;e, e prac.lce aw 
was married to Miss Trowhridge, of New many vears in Chesterfield M'ISS 
Havell, in October, 1830. He is saicl to· . , . 
have had a fine voice, and to have been a 
successful pleacler, In his will he left 
$1,000 for the acaclemy at West Brattle
boro. 

He, with two other professional men, 
his daily associates, 1I1r. Elliot, of his own 
profession, and Dr. Dickerma.n, were 
among the subjects of the revival of 1832. 
He becfLme thereafter an earnest, active 

nON. JJEi\IUEL WHITNEY j 

One of the leading men of his time, in this 
town, was by trade a silversmith. He 
wa.s born in Petersham, ·MaE's., in 1764, 
and came to Vermont in 1785. The first 
years of his residence in this State were 
passed at Newfane, where he held the 
office of sperifl'. 

It was the duty of that officer to execute 
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the law which maele it discretionary with 
··the Judge of the County Court how many 
lashes ~h()ulcl be appli ed to the naked skin 
of the eon victecl transgressor of V E;rmont 

la WS. Another barbarous act required of 
the sheriff, was to brand some culprits with 
a· bot iron, sometimes t.he let!er R upon 
the hand or forehead , to , ign ify rogue. 
'Oncc during his term of office. HS he in · 
formed us. he was' ordered I)y the court to 
wh ip a woman, at t.he puIJlic whipping· 
po"t, for pas~ing counterfeit money. The 
shoulders and upper part of her person 
was cOlnp letely stripped of clothing, that 
the naked skin migl1\. IJe exp0tiecl to the 
lasil. UncleI' this severe trial of his gal
lantry th e lashes, especially two O~lt of 
three, fell so lightly , she could be hardly 

of gigant ic stature, aoel his di g nified 
presence. with a good understanding of 
parliamentary niles, well qual ified him to 
preside at public meetings. 

It is with pleasure we recall that sun ny 
day of his lonp; life a.mong us. in the 
Sli mmer of 1840, when the oak grove in 
the rear of Col. ,Joseph Goodhue's resi
dence was honored by the presence of 
Daniel ,VelJste r, who t.here gave a short 
address to the people of this place. The 
long cavalcade of citizens for escort 
duty, t.he expressiou upon each fa(:e, the 
elastic step.of youth and age, with other 
indications, told us Brattleboro was proud 
Utat (lay. 

Hope for a season bade the whigs fare
well, for, s ince Ihe election of John Q. 

consc:ious of r.eceiving ,In)" but. the third I Adams, in 1824. they had, up to this time, 
lash, that bemg a gentle remlOder that 
women were, by law, entitled to "their 

thirds." 
He removed from Newfane Hill to Brat

tleboro East village in 1790, occupying, 
.at first, a low, unfinished house, which 
·stooel where now (1869) stancb the Revere 
Honse on .Main street. The lJext year he 
bought about an acre of land in the north 
part of iHaio slI-eet. and built ,I small 
house containing but tw o roorns, where 

been unsuccessful in every presidential 
contest. 

The great political revival of this year 
was of suell a character as hera lded sue' 
cess. The political prospect not only 
gave great. pleasure to our venerable 
fr iend. but also to a large majority of the 
people in this town. All seeilled to ap
preciatc the privilege of seeing this oracle 
of the party. whosefttme had gone Mound 
til e glohe, -that great Daniel, who, Oil 

now stands the elegant mansion of Chas. i the floor of Congress, hac! shut t.he lion' s 
F . Thompson. Esq. A. Iterations aucl Rd- I month as it was about to clo;;e upon the 
ditious upon hi~ house were made u,t blood-bought constitution of 1787. 

t~rnes, until his place W.'18 at one ti~e CO I:- Of all the men t.hat we saw sta.ndi ng 
Sldered the most clesmliJle one III tIllS I there to «reet the nat.ion 's orator, none 

· villag~. Her~ he liv::d neHrly 60 years , did so iml;ress LIS as the venerable judge 
and cheel AplJl 4. 1841. with silveretl hair. The companions of 

He was town representative 10 yeal's: I llis early life , with two generations, he 
from 180t to '24, c lerk of the snprem e , hac! seen pass on to the silent land, leaving 
-cOtllt; 18u1 to '20, clerk of the connty; ' him to exptn'i ence 
1817 to '28. judge of pl'obate; 179u to 
1847, justice of t.he peace. 

From person,\I observation, dlll'ing the 
last 18 years of hb life, we noticed as a 
militarian or economis t he WHS a worthy 
·disciple of Benjamin Franklin; retent.ive 
in memory, fmnk, free and fea.r1e~s iu .the 

.expression of hb sentiments, of pro mpt.· 
ness and fid elity to hi~ engagemenls, 
patriotic, hut decided ly opposed to 
w'lsting powder in firing guns on the 
Foun·h of July. In t!Jeology a Unita
!'ian; in politics, a whig to the back-bone, 
_and a warm admmlr of Henry Clay. 

He was, as compared with most men, 

"'rhe worst of woe~ that ",ait on age, 

'ro view each loved one blotted from tife's page." 


But youth or e,\rly manhoocl co uld sllow 
no greater interes t in the events of the 
day. 

When Mr. ,Vehster was seated upon 
the platform erected in the grove, Judge 
Whitney instantly threw off his hat, and 
renewed vigor CHme to that time-wohl 
frame and face, as, with clear, untrembling 
voice, he loudly excla.i med; "Ladie8 and 
Gentlemen: The Defender of the OonfJtitu· 
tion." 

It was enough. Surely nothing could 
be said more fitt.ing the occasion. As 
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died away the cheers of the multitude, 
the sound of cannon and strains of music, 
we felt., though all these deillonstrations 
might oe proper from our C1w-:ens in 
deference to this distinguished visilor, 
Judge Whitney, in the use of tbose last 
fi ve words, had paid Mr. Vveoster the 
highest compliment of tJ.lem all. 

REV. ALONZO CHunCH, D. D., 

was oom ill the tOWll of 'iVest Brattleboro, 
April 9, 179::3. He was son of one and 
gmndson of another, wlto, in the war of 
the Revolution , Imd done the State service. 
His ooyhoocl a. lId youth were spent upon a 
slllall farm, which his fatller had settled 
at the close of the war, and where he 
learned those lesso ns of self denial and 
acquired that stern integrity which served 
in aiLer life to rcnder him eminently llse
ful. His active mind could not long 
brook the monotony of a farmer 's life; 
at an early age hc entered iVIiddlebury 
college, supporting himself during hi's 
college course by teaching in the winter. 
He graduated in the class of - - and soon 
after receiving his degree his healtb fail
ing, he emigmtecl to Georgia. 

A stn1nger in a distant state, t.lI e singular 
pmityof his life n.nd his eamest devotion 
to his cllOsen profession. soon ga ined for 
him t,he esteem and n.ffectioll of those 
among wbom he Imd t:ast his lo t. 

The classica.l school whit:h, as early as 
1818, he estnolishcd in Putnam, soo n be
c,\me famons, and pu pils were attached to 
it from nIl the a,djoining counties of t·be 
StMc. His fame as H tea..cher was estab
lished on a finn basis before he bad 
reached mature mn.nhood. In a count.ry 
which at the time was the outpost of civ
iliza.t ion, unaided and alone, he built up 
and maintained a school of which older 
sta.tes might have oeen prouc1: hcgan that 
laoor in the canse of education, which 
ended ollly with his long life. . 

lIIarriccl at an early age to a fair Jlupil
both sexes were uncleI' his tuition-he 
identified himself at once with the people 
of his adopted State. 

Sincerely pious fwm his boyhood, he 
allied himself with the Presbyteria.n 
church , and soon after his arrival in 
Georgia was ol'ch\ined a minister of that 
denominat.ion . Deriving from his profes
sion an income suffi cient for his modest 

wants, he devoted himself to the ministry 
without salary. supplying the pulpIt of 
those poor cllllrches whose members were 
unable to provid e th emsclves with a. vastoI'. 
His laoors as a preacher were not iess 
CR m est than as a teacher, and hi s success 
was best attested oy the devotion sho'l' ll 
him by his llUlllole (;Qngreg·ation. 

He (liel not, however, remain long in a 
subordinn.te position. His t.alents and zeal 
and the skill and prudence he manifest.ed 
in teaching ft,nd in tlle cont.rpl I1ml man
agement. of yout.h , soon made him \I'idely 
known, and in t.he year 1819, -he was 
elected professor of mathematics and 
Rstronomy in Franklin college, an institu
tion which had been endowed by the State 
of Georgia as early as 1789. This necessi
tated a. change of residence-the last he 
ever made. For more than forty yean; he 
Ii ved in the town of Athens, among the 
foothills of the Allcghanies, and there oe
side t.he Oconee sleeps his last sleep. 

For ten years t.he young professor filled 
his post so at:ceptaoly that, at thc expira
tion of tlmt time, upon the resignation of 
Dr. W addell , the president of t.h e college, 
he was ulln.nim ously chosen his successor , 
which position he filled for thirty years, 
and finally, when oroken by the long hlbor 
of rife, he resigl18d t.o other hand~ hls 
post of honor and of toil. 

The regret and affection of all II-ent 
wit.h t.he f,lit.hful teacher to the modest. 
homc which he had prepared for his old 
age, near the town whiCh had so long 
kn own him as its ablest., purest and most 
influential cit.izen, and hi s best eulogy is 
to oe found in the dc" ot ioll whi ch ~'-en 
now his fonner pupils show for the mem
ory of their t.eacher. 

Among those: WllO recei ved at his hands 
instruc:t.ion are many of Georgia'S most 
distinguished sons. Two of his pupils 
are now united St'l.tes Senators. A. H. 
Stevens was among his scholars. and dur
ing his collegiat,e carecr was all inmate of 
hi,q family. Numbers of Georg-ia's best 
and oldest men have acknowledged their 
indebtcdn ess to the wise and. good Ulall 

who directcrl tbcir education. H e was the 
fri end and ,)sso c:iate of Crawford ancl 
Bowen, of Calholln anel PresLon and 1I1c 
Duffie. and , nlt.hough his pursuits ,,'e re 
differen t., he was a peer among them. 

The flt.ness of the man for an instructol' 
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of the young was acknowledged by all 
who knew him. 'VVhile COUl'teous and 
kincl to such a degree as justly to entitle 
him to the appellation g iven him , "the 
Chesterfield of Geo rgia.," upon occasion he 
could be firm and dccicled. 

His i'ense of justice was so strong that 
he was never accused of partial 01' preju· 
diced action. 

In his intercolll'se with othel's he was 
ever kind, while his charity covered the 
follies of youth with its lUltntle ; and, best 
of all, he was imbued with the spirit of a 
pure, earnesl. and consistent Christian. 
With an intuitive knowledge of his pecu· 
liar fituess for tile work, bc adopted teach· 
ing as his profession, and for more than 
forty years he devoted his life and 
energies to that pmsuit. 

He loved with the attachments and 
strength of his ma.nhood the bome and 
state of hls a.cloption, but never ceascd to 
remember tile land of his nativity. In 
the sunny clime ,,-hich he chose for bis 
life-long home, his heart turnecl often to 
the green hills among which his boyhood 
was spent., ancl t.he friends of bis youth 
were never forgotten . 

His Alma ~illter conferred u]lon him tlie 
degree of Doctor of Divinity , and, thongh 
there may on its a.]uU1ni be names more 
widely known to fame, there is not one 
who'se life has reflected more honor upon 
her teaching. 

To him Georgin. owes a. debt of grati
tude. To him more than to any other is 
due t.be intellectual developement. of lIcr 
citizens a.nd the silent influence of his 
teaching. 

Dr. Church died :lIay 18, 1862, aged GIL 
Vermont ma.y proudly ebim him as one 

of her purcst and noblest [;ons. 
[F?lmished by it Descendent, Wm. Hem,)! WeUs, Of 

N. Y.] 

THE REV. WILl,LUI WELLS, D. D. 

The Rev. Wm. W ells, D . D., first min· 
ister of tbe church of the East Village of 
Brattleboro, was bom at Bigglcswade in 
Bedfordshire, EngIa.nd, in 1744. He was 
tlle only son of Richard Wells, who was 
"Iso the on ly son of Richllrd Wells. His 
father and 1l10ther both dying in his child· 
hooel , hc wn ..l brought up by his uncle, 
Ehenezer Custe1'Soo, as hi8 own son. 

His thoughts were early tumed to the 
ministry, for whi ch he was preparcd in the 

Dissent.ing college at Daventry, a.nd he 
was encoUl'aged and assistecl in bis ptD'
pose by John HO"'ard, the celebratcd phi· 
lanthropist, an intimate acquaintauce of 
his uncle Ebenezer, after wbom he named 
one of his sons, long a resident of this 
town. Another son was namecl after 
Howard . 

In theyear1770, he was invited to preach 
at Bromsgl'ove, where be was afterward 
settlecl as a minister of a Dissenting con · 
gregation, a mintstl'y in which he ('ontin
ued to officiate during his resiclence in 
England. 

In Janua.ry, 1771, he married Jane Han
cox, daughtcr of thc R ev. James Hancox of 
t.he neighboring town of Dudley, who pos· 
sessed what was considered at that time a 
ba.ndsome fortune. iHl'. Hancox bad been 
destined to bea clergyman of the Estab
lislled cbu rch, and to hold tbe living of 
Kiddel'lninster, "'hich was in the gift of bis 
grandfat.her. Even as a boy, however. he 
ha.d formed opinions in favor of non·con· 
formity, and finally declined to accept the 
living (of £800 a yea.r), althougb his grand
fat.her declarcd his intention of disinherit· 
ing him ill such a case, of bis clail1ls as 
eldest son, a t.hreat which be carriecl out 
for a time, but relented ill his last illness. 
MI'. Hancox was aclm ired for his power of 
pathos in the pulpit, but was in t.he hahit 
of saying he shou ld do injustice to his 
people if, while he attemptecl to move 
their ]lflssions, he neglect.ed to inform th eir 
minds. He appears to have bcen, as onc 
Illight. expect, a champion of fl'f~edom, 

whom anytbing like the appearance of 
oppres~ion roused to a. noble wrat.h. 

-A letter is extant from a. fri end of the 
lady, a. clergyman , from which we take an 
example of letter writing R century ago: 

"I acknowledge I was not quite ignor
ant of MI'. ,\Vells's at taehment before I 
received your favor, and I am confident it 
is as strong as it is reasona.ble. I do not 
wonder that a. man of his taste sbould 
soon be cO llvinced tllRt the half had llot 
been told him. Kindred minds soon at· 
Intct eltch otlIer, aud we "'ho kuo\\, ' both 
have often thought a nd said thfLt if nlly 
two min(l s were east in the samc mold 
they were YOllrs and his. And really, Illy 
deal' 'i\Ii ss J Hne, a.s to nIl'. W ells, mere 

. jl1stice obliges me to say that: I never 
knew a man better formed by natl1l'C and 
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grace for being happy (mct making ot,hers 
so who are most nearly connected with 
him, His natmal temper is excellell i, 
sedate and eyen, always easy and cheerfu l, 
inclined to think well of and be p'ea.sed 
with everybody and everytlling that is 
tolerable, ob lig ing, tender and affectionate, 
yet, active, manly and prudent. remark
ably free from <:flpr i<:e and a.ffeetation find 
every turbulent passion. 

And to these huma.n attrilJUtes, valuable 
as tlley Me, Ji vinc gra,<:e has added, what 
you still more highly prize, a I'fltional and 
warm piety. This, YO Il will think, is 
~aying a great deal; uut really, :Miss ,Jane, 
I cannot in conscience say less. This is 
tlte light in which his character appears to 
me, This is the character his tutor and 
his most intimat,e friends universally give 
hillL " ~\. -x- -:<

In the summer or fIl II of 1782, as we 
leam from a' memoir written by his son 
Hancox, a companion of his voyage, Mr: 
'1\'ells determined to remove with his 
family to the Un itec Stat.es; uefore leaving 
Engln,ncl , he made up his mind that he 
would not take his fami ly to a· shwe state, 
and would not establish himself in the 
wilderuess. For ma.uy years he had taken 
a "'firm interest in the country, and dur
ing the Revolutionary war he was decidecl
lyon the side of til e colonies. The sta,te 
of t.he poli tica l wol'ld in 1792 was gloomy. 
The French Revolution caused fear and 
grea t excitement in England. The Bir
mingham ;'iots took place in the summer 
of li()l. Several dissenting meeting
'houses and a numuer of houses belonging 
to opu lent dissenters were rlest royed and 
openly plundered by a brulal mob, and all 
this was clone' with the almost open ap
proval of the High Chmch party. The 
watch-word of the moh was "Chu.rch and 
King," and the dissenters felL tha.t they 
were frow ned on by the governmen t, anG 
not protected as they ough t to hn.ve been 
by the civil author ities, against it mob 
who were too ready to suppose that their 
excesses were, to a eert.a in extent, "t least, 
agreea.ble to their superiors. 

Birmingham was only thirteen miles 
from my father's house at Bowenhea.th, 
his meet ing-house was at Bromsgrove, two 
miles off. The destruction of the meeting
h ouse was opel\ly threatened. He feared 
at OIle time that his house was in danger, 

and he removed sOllie of hi s most valuaole 
goods. All sorts of absurd report.s were 
c ircuh\ ted respect ing the dissenters. Men 
of tlle most bhullcless und benevolent 
characters were suspected of forming 
secretly tile most wicked a.nd despicabl e 
conspiracies. T hc«c were some of the 
circumst.ll llces that determined my father 
t,o quit his nat,il'e coun try and remove to 
the 'Gnited States. 

In addition t·o what is said above of Dr. 
Wells's flltitucle during [,he Hevolutionary 
war ane! his life 'IS an E ngli sh dissenting 
min ister , we quote f rom a sket,ch of his 
life written by his son, 'William Wells, 
Esq., for Dr. Sprague'$ Annals of the 
American P\llpit , Vol. viii , p. 257. 

"At the cOlllmen<:emcnt of the move
ment.s which prececleJ the American Rev
olution, he took a strong in terest in fayor 
of the colonies. He exerted himself, with 
Dr. Pric;e, Dr. Wren of Portsmouth, &c., 
in collecting subscriptiolls for the relief of 
the American prisoners. When )11'. Lau
rens, upon his li beration from the Towel', 
passed through Bromsgrove, on his way 
to Brist·ol, he inquired for 1\1r. 'Wells, 
stating that he wished to returu his OWII 

and his country's thanks to him for this 
service. 

My fl\t ller's healt.h hfld been affected by 
his res idence in the towll , and he removed 
to a hamlet uistallt about t,\\'o miles, where 
he cultivated a small fHm. This was an 
occupation which lJe wellunclerstoocl, and 
ill wllich he mnclJ delighted. He had in 
his house several boys from respect.aule 
dissenting families, some of whom be
came att,aclJed friends. 

Notwithstandi ng these laborious a voca
tions, no one thougllt his people or study 
neglectcd. H e commonly rose at 4 o'clock, 
and in the tardy moruings of an English 
winter his ca ndle might. be seen three 
hours before daylight. At the academy 
and in early li fe, he was a hard student , 
amI: though he never cla imed the reputa
tion of a lem'ned man, he had read much 
and <:,trefully. I cannot be mistaken when 
I state that a t that time the educa.ti on of 
dissenting ministers, uncleI' Dr. Doddridge 
and others, his contemporaries and suc
cessors, was far superior to that common
ly acquired at the universities. 

My father was always a student. He 
had in England a, very good library, and 
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to the latest p eriod of hi s life his study. vard coll egc, ,,'h ere he was afterward 
was his l'eSOl't when leisu re allowed. 

His memory was tenacious. He was 
well acquainted with ecclesiastical histo ry , 
t.hat of the Refor1U1tt.ion, and especially of 
th e P l11'it.ans and Dissenters. H e had in 
h is lilJl'a r)' m,uIY of the bcst writers belong
iug to tue established ch urch. Bumet, 
Tillotson and Clarke were hi s favo rit es . 

tutor, a nd slllJseqnently the head of the 
publishing house of vVells &; Lilly, in Bos
ton ,-among tile puhlica tions of which 
house may be mentioned G riesbach's ~ew 
T estfllllen t in Greck, at the t.ime IlIl extra, 
()rdin~lrJ' enterprise f or Americ'l, and wllich 
~';\ s rev ised nnd carried t.hrOllgh the press 
by .JII'. 'Wells's own supervi sion; James 

No man was less of a bigot, lJut the ideu I Hancox, long 1, successful Illcrchant 
of submis:;ion to ,! \' ticles of bitl! h e never 
could enclure." 

During the ravages of t.lI e small-pox. 
contrary to the preYuiling popular Pl'c.i u , 
·clice, h e inoculated hi:; children . The 
-operation ~uccecd iQg. he iV::lS hp,s(lt with 
request.s to inoculate others, which he 
complied \vith ilS respects some of his 
POOl' neighuo rs, who could not :Iffo rd to 
P,IY doctors' ui ll s. H c cHl'1'ied tllrough tlle 
di seasc 1300 per;ons , a work wllich occu 
piecl lUli Cil of uis time dUl'ing two yea rs. 
An eminent physician at 'W orcest.er, wi th 

in Hflrtford; and Ebellezer Casterson. 
who marrier! Ma.ry Chester of Weth
ers fi e ld , contiuued to reside ill Brattleboro 
froIll hi s COl11ll1g over with tlle family in 
1,03, at. th e age of sixteen. n1ltil his death 
.:s .~9'j.f) H ..::; "rL~S ((iti(''VC'S(tl'l'y e:s~~rJJ~u a~ 
a man of modest" s traigllt-fonvard and 
generous character, and was t.wice the rep
rcsentative of tb,e t,own in the State L egb
In tu rIO, 

It is rcmRrlmb1c that· these e ig ht childrcn 
were a ll living in 1884, 41 years after the 
voyage (the first de.ath \\"as that of his 

wI10lll h e "'as intimnte. used to call him : younge;; t son, ,John How,1l'd, in 1844, aged 
in jes t. "Brothel' Docto l'. " 

At t.h e t ime of the Birming h am riots, 
-and the destruction of Dr. Pries tley's 
cllll1'ch ,"nd res id ence, .MI'. W ells's house 
-and church were a lso threatened, and t·his 
p ersecution decided him to emig-nlte to 
America. 

In ,Janllary, 1708, h e wrote to hi s sou: 
" lY e dL'sign to h\1ld at or near Ho~to n, 

anel wherc \\'e shall pitch our tent it is hard 
to say. ." * 'X I h<lve, as may be su pposed, 
a g ood opinion of America. but ye t Ill,\' 

e2q)cctat i on~ <l.re not rai sed unreasona.bly 
hig h . I know. iike evt-ry ()th"r land in 
tui" world, it mu,t be; suojec t to affliction. 
di~a.ppoiur.l1l e nt, pain fm rl deat.h. Bnt let 
ir lJe rcmemoererl, al;o, thM r.here is the 
same kind Providence to attend us there 
as hcrc. ,IUd a~ to govemlllent, liberty and 
th e pl'O~peCl of get ting a comfortalJle Jive
lihood . T thin k rhe advaota.ge lies on the 
other s ide of tue Athllltic." 

Dr. W elb se t sa il from Bristol May 8, 
170'1.-the ship in which he sailcd being 
towed down the A von by sevcntl boats to 
gel it through 'It uig h watcr .- and after a 
pas""ge uf iJ2 clay" cast anchor in Bos tun 
h ,U'oor. 

Eight ch ild ren came over with Lheir 
parents, William ami Ja.ne Wells . a.mong 
whom may be ment.ioned Willia m, his 
e ldest SOli, who spent two years at Har-

CiO) , and met to ~-ekoIl1e thei r oldest s is te r, 
}Irs. JIa rth a F reme, when, afte r marriage 
and wiuowuoocl in England, sh e returned. 
shor t,l), a.fter the c1 eat.h of h er father, to 
se tt.le in Bratt.leboro. The remarkable 
ch~lracter of tilis lady, thc ge nerons h O$pi
tnlily whicil her lIleu ns eml,oled her to 
exercise , and lIer trugic encl , when the 
mansion h ouse in which s l1 e lived, Hnd 
w hich uad oren h er father 'S before her, 
was d estroyed by fire in Ma~', 1849, a re 
s till well remem bered in the:: to wn. 

Dr, \r ells had for a long time taken 
g reat inteIe,t in the hi stOlY of New En, 
gland. :lnd had corresponded on tilat ~llh
je::C't with the Rev. Dr. H orse of Cha rl es, 
town. historian and geognlpher , a oel fathe r 
of t.hc io ventor of the telegmph. After 
visiting- 01'. Morse for a fl'W clays. h e went 
to a hOllsc whicil the forlll er had taken for 
him in ~'leclforJ. Wit.h hi s eldest son, 
Willia.m. he macl e a cal'l'ia.ge tour thl'Ough 
COllnecticut to t he Hudson and Molll1\\'k 
valleYb. to inspect hi s adopted count r}'. 
amI went as far as the Whi testow n cou n-
try, now called Clinton, wbere hc madc a 
s tn,}, with Rev . Samuel Kirkl find, mission, 
a ry LO the Indians. and fathe r of John 
Thornton Kirkland, a.fterwa.rd Pres ident 
of Harvard coliege. 

The uext yea r he pmchaseci a farlll of 
-loOO acres in Bratr.lebol'o . to which h e re
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m oved his family by sleighing. He wished 
to settle where he could occupy a farm 
and be useful in preaching. In Bra.t.tlc
boro he found botll. 

F or some time the family felt severely 
the difficulties amI discouragemeuts of 
tlleir sitm,tion . Hc was invited to become 
the pastor of the society, but declined, 
feeling that he would be more indepen
dent as a preacller than if he were formal
ly settled. H e, however, acted as minister, 
and accepted til e remuneration voted him 
by tile town, by whicll Ile WlIS annually 
chosen for about 20 years. 

A.t thn,t time the character of the popu
btion was extremely mixed, and the tone 
of manners rough (notwithst.anding the 
presencc of some educated and elegant 
fa.milies), i1Jld the lllon.l and religious 
character of the people as a whole much 
below tllat which he Iladleft in Engl:md. 

IVllen he first preaehed, the young men 
of tile village were accustomcd to pass the 
hour of service in amusing themselves 
under the trees, while the y oung women 
would wander from pew to pew during 
the exercises. Dr. Well s made no COUl

ment \\' ha.tever on these liberti es, bnt went 
on in his duties with the co urtesy t.llat was 
characteristic of him. III three years t.ime 
the congregation hall become remarkable 
tor order and att.ention. The misrepresen
tation and prejudice which he encountered 
he overcame by quiet wisdom an d by the 
influence of a pure life. Hi s salary, wllicll 
was ·never regularly paid, was £80 (about 
~2GO) of continent,.l currcncy. 

..Uter t.his time, he sent in his resigna
tion, and the E ast village people, who had 
always been his best parishioners. built for 
him t.lle first meeting-house in that village, 
where he preacllecl for some years. H e 
went to England on a visit in 1818, and 
while ahroad received very unexpectedly 
the degree of D octor of Divinity from 
Hn,rvard university . 

Dr. Wells, a.lthongh the least controver
sial of men, was affected by the U nita.ri,ln 
controversy, which began with an article 
in the" Panoplist." in 1815,-a popular 
periodical of the Calvinistic sect, -which 
.uticle was answered by Dr. Channing. 

Suspicions of his tllcological soundness 
were enterta.ined by the neighborin g· 
clergy. He t1lOught proper t.o deliver a.o 

address to his people, on the Sabbath of" 
the first commnnion, in the new meet ing 
h onse at the East v illage, in which he de
clared his sentiments and opinions in 
regard t.o doctrines. His address was 
highly s,1t.isfactory to his peop lc. 

During his a.bsence in England. h ow 
ever, in consequence of intrigues arising 
from t.hese doctrinu.l disputes, Dr. iVells 
having left bis parish free to choose anoth
er minist.er, a young tUa.n was seltled in 
bis stead 11y the agency of so me managing 
persons. Dr. ·W ells, by the exercise of 
great prndence aud Christ ian charity, 
cllecked those who were disposed to be· 
indignant on his account, and filled th e 
pulpit without. remunera.tion during tile 
illness of Ilis successor, continuing to the 
end of Ilis life in peace and friendship 
with Ilis people. His own religious opin
ions were what are called A..rian, but he 
considered all doctrinal differences of 
trifling consequence in comparison "W ith 
purity of lif" . 

An admirabl e anecdote is told of tbis 
inc\ifference to theological speculations in 
" Sprague's Annals" : 

"In those chys. when every minister's 
bouse was regarded as an inn or refectory 
by every other minister, whet.ller kno\\"n 
or unknown , who wanted rest 0 1' refresh
ment, a young man called up.on him and. 
soon after tile introdnction, a dia.logue 
ensued much like the following : 

i:ltranger- U Are there any hcresies among 
you?" 

Dr. "\17 .- " I know not wllether I uncler
sta.nel t.he drift of your quest.ion." 

Stranger-"I wish to inquire , Sir, wbet h
er tllere be any Armenians, Sociniuns. 01' 

Universalist.s among you'!" 
Dr. \V.- HOh, Sir, there arc worse here

tics tlUIU any of t.hese." 
St.ranger-" My dear Sir. what can he

worse'?" 
Dr. \V.-" "Vhy, t.llere are some who 

get drunk, and some who quarrel with 
their families, or t.heir neighbors, and 
some who will not· pay th eir debts ·whell 
they migllt do it, and some who are vcry 
profan e. Such lllen I thin k fa r worse 
heret.ics than those for whom you ill
quire." 

Dr. Well s is described by all who ha "e
seen him as of a very noble person, llnit
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ing dignity and sweetness in a remarkable 
degree. He was 6 feet in height , well 
macle and very erect. He is the s ubject of 
one of Stewart's fiuest portraits,-preseut
ing " countenance of such benevolent 
radiance as not to be easily forp;otten. H e 
cOl11lllonly wore a black velvet cap over 
his flowing white locks. which gave him a 
priestly and pa.t.ri>)'rchal appearance. 

Wllile he was visiting Englund, il was 
currently reported ,),1l10ng the popu lace , 
anxious in respect to Catholic aggressions, 
that the Pope of Rome " 'as makiug a 
journey through Great Britaiu. Children 
who saw him for the first time, even 
b'Lbies, would manifest a desire to sit on 
his knee, and the elder ones would siL to 
look at and li sten to him. This regard of 
children he v[tlued highly. 

Even at the age of 80 years h e would 
read for two hours in thc e.vening, holding 
hi8 lamp. His temper, though ardent by 
natme, was chastened by gravit.y ancl 
seriousness; amI he is described as abouOlI
ing in the thoughts which might serve to 
mitigate trouble, and as having an especial 
facult.y in prayer. He clied iu peace of 
mincl, Dec. 9, 1827. 

[From lhe Obilll(u-y Nolice , wrWen by Hon. .James 
EUio(, in lite Emilieboro Jlel'senqer, Dec. 14, 18~7 . ) 

"Although his millc1 W>l S stored with 
those rich treasures of theological inforlll>t
.. ~ 

of the God and Father of om Lord Jesus. 
Christ. 

The daily beauty anc1moral elevation of 
his character were of course more peculiar
ly obvious to his family , his intimate 
friend s, and th e circle of his neighborhooel. 
But he had a name unci a praise iu many 
of the congregat.ions on lJoth sides of tlle 
Atlantic. To the ch,urch he was a shining 
light., and to the world a bright example. 
It is lmowu that many able anel candid 
men of different deuominations ref(arded 
him as combining, with a degree very un
usual in this .la te age of the worlel. the 
primitive simplicity of the patriarchal, 
wi til the pa ternal sim pliei ty of the a pos
tolic character." 

DEDlCATION. 

TO ,JOSEPH STEEN, ESQ. , 

THE ELDEST NATIVE CITIZEN (1878) OF THE 
MOST DIPORTANT AND POPULOUS LOC.I-L
ITY [ .j', THE TOWN OF BRATTLEBORO
THE EAST VILLAGE-WHERE, 154 YE_\RS 
AGO, WAS ,lADE THE FIRST FOOT· PRINT 
OF AKGLO S.\XO:-l CIYILIZATIOK IN THE 
STATE OF VEmlONT. 

Not only n1'e 'we gmteful for hu, long, 
usefld life in this vul((g!!r-Te(u:hing beyond 

the beginning of itf! business ent&I'lJi'ise, 

allel nearly cotering the whole period of 
i~j gl'owth to the prcsent time-b»),t fo), the

tJOn which are the products of a long flnd!. . . 
· I' f' h I I f th . 1 (!uIOf h18Tete);hre 1rwmory, II,hereby we lW1;et 0 IOUS I e, e HIC none 0 . e pnc e or .s.u 

· eI ItI I h been aUe to 1'enve, l'eMore and ]))'ese)'1;e some pomp 0 f elIUU)'t lOn; flU ,H lOug 1 e W<18 . . . , 
· I I f rrt[>lflly umulung ]JlctW'es of the pa8t, for

bles~e{I WIt. 1 amp e pOII'ers 0 argument , . . 
1 r 1 fl' I'! t .. the l"'t.,ent gtner(~t;on ((uel the f1l.t1 11'e hz.,· 
I e llC uoL ee it ll~ l nly 0 eXplLtlHte m i to)'inn 
the thorny trnds of contro ver,y. belieYillg 
that he could Letter ,ervc the great cau~e JOSEPH STEEN, ESQ., 

of truLh anel piety by preaching ChrH though a native of BraUlt-boro, is of En
a.nd Hill! crucifi ed. iJy plain Hnd practica.l glish parentage. His greaL-gl'ea.L.gmncl
illu:; tratiolls of the pure morality and per- father emigrateel from Hollanel to the 
feeL purity of the Chris tian sy~tem. Su~ · North of Englaud . whl'l'e he settleell1\)out 
taining through life the reputation of the year 1700. 
liberal principles Rne! comprehensive vicws, ,Tames Steen. father of ,Joseph, II'<lS iJorn 
he IVa" not understood t-O mlopt. ill all their in iHalpos, Cheshire county. six mil f's from 
amplitude, the peculiar doctrines of any the ci ty of Che.<ter. Eng., i\1ay H), 17(l1. 
of the conLending' sects that occupy tile He was a landholder, >lncl by tnule a house
extreme points of the vast fleJd of relig- I bllilcler. In Dec., 178;). he nlllrried Eliw
ious contemplation . Whik his capacious I iJelh Wood, who wa, a native of the city 
mind emhrncecl in its henevolent, wishe~, of Cheqer. and came t.o lhis coun tr)' ill 
and iu its fervent a~pirHtions. Lhe whole 170;,). for t.he following reason': In 1703. 
familyof tllHn. he nclmowkdged no hUl11l1u political trouble~ caused the taxe~ to lw so 
master of the Illllllan mincl. flllel srill le,.s f 111ll('11 upon refll estate. rents were noL 

I 

did he Iwe' Ulne lo mark out the limi ts of Ienough to pay them : the .. pres, gang" 
either the power. the ju~tice . or t.he mercy also went abou t t.he country, enlisting men 
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peacefully if tlley could, hut ol.llerwise 
forcibly, for the army aud navy. 

ha.ve received courage anel inspiration to 
face tlte ills of life . 

.James Steen so lrl hi s property , receiving I In tile month of .June, lS:jO, 11e l.Jought 
t11rrefor but little more than enough t.o of George H. Peck onE: haH of tlle book
pay the ex penses of his removal to thi~ store and bindery business, hut. the nc"t 
country. On recommelHl:i tion from a :III'. year cli:,so lvecl partncl:sllip with Peck. ami 
Nelson . of London. to Kirk Booth, Esq., t.ook simply the book-store find stationary 
of Boston,-whomlleluckilyfounr1 a i)oa rct business iuto llis hands. This busincs;; lle 
-of the ship Galen on the passage-he ob has ever :;ince continued up to tile present 
tained from Mr. Booth-who was ever i time. 
'after his frieud-a letter of introduction Though 82 years of age , 'i'llI'. Steen has 
to Rev. 'V,rm. Wells, D. D., then but. a no partner in his l1U.sincs~, )Jut, he st.ands 
short time settled ill Brattleboro, Yt., as ditily behind Iris connter, se lling goods ,1S 

tbeir only pastor. he has for nearly balf it century, If there 

James Steen settled in this "il!ao'e in is another instance of this kind we know 
1705, li ving at TIrst in the olel Dicke~'man not where to look for it: tho a.nnals of this 
house, where now is the house erected by place ca.nnot furnish a para.lI el case. 
Chas. Crosby, and now (1878) belonging to During his m ercantile operations, be 
tbe es tate of F. Harris. published 11,000 Royal octavo Bibles , 1.500 

.J ames Steen built the house now owned I pages each, 11.000 Enc. ,of Religious 

proach to olJe.\-;_" ' 
"Prove all rltin'_
is good. H 

He I'Cilcl P ame 
conld liOt iJe.C{. 

[ions, attending f t-'_ 

cises of the SilUl e -

In 1838, he tri ed -
Buren 's a.dminis 
l ime was eclitor ant: 
Windlla.m Coun ty D 
warcl conrlUGtecl 
This experiment ,'I' 
lwrmlessly as did .. p -

In 1840, he was ~ : -
w hig campaign pal 
!Ju ion of 5000 con' . 

and occupied by his son Joseph. who was 
born in this village, jYl.nrch 2,1797..Jose ph 
worked a t llOnse-builclinQ: with his. fa.ther 
until 1814, when he con~menced work at 
tile prillt.ers· t.rade, under 'Vm. Fessenden. 
Af te r 9 years' employment at this trade as 
journeyma.n. lle worked 011 contraCb for 
Messrs. Holbrook & Fessenden until 1828. 
Tllis year he bought. of NIessrs. Thomas & 
vVoodcock the right to t.beir putp dresse r 
for tile State of .New York, and eng'aged 
two years in tbe sale of them and put ting 
them in operation in thc paper-mill, of 
that State. 

The familiar form of this gentleman, 
a.nd hi.s present quiet operations in the 
book a nd stationery bnsiness, -contiuued 
since 1830-g i yes no idea t·o the presen t 
generation-aside from the business afore
said-wha.t he has been. or what he has 
clon e in the long period of 82 years since 
his birth ill this place. Tile generation 
now passing' off the stage of life have ever 
considerecl him an important acquisition
a tower of strength-to any ca.use lli s 

honest cll nvictions led bim t.o advocate, 
and it is fort.unate for this community t.bat 
llis power and influ ence llas been so gen
emily, if not invariably, in tile right. 
directio n. H e has really been a strong 
m an, physically and mentally , oftell gen
€rously exercising these attributes, in times 
of adversity, advantageously to the con
dition of thOSe less fortunate than him
self. From his aid and counsel the latter I 

Knowledge, 1.500 pages each, 2,000 school 
Bibles and 1,000 pocket T es taments. In 
the young or early days of Mr. Steen, the 
pnblications in this place were of a ve ry 
different character. His employer pub
lished Webster's spelling-booi{ lwd se"ernl 
of t·he oid novels, now seldom seen. 
Amollg thcm were the works of .Jane 
Porter," Russeins, " by Johnson, &c. 

Printing was ba.rd ~-Ol'k in those days, 
bem.g clone by hand power st.imulat.ecl by 
a ieonol , III the fo]']~ of whiskey black
strap, mlll. or rye gill. For being a· soli
tary exception in a total abstinence from 
all intoxicating liquors. Mr. Steen was 
ridiculed by Ids fellow-workm en ; bu t he 
has lived to see nearly all of tltem in a 
drunkard 's gnl"e. Neal' tile prin ting 
office was a whiskey distillery, constantly 
sending into the a.tmosphere a delightful 
aroma. while the old presses were as COll

stantly sending fonh into the sa me MUIOS

phere, " The i'llyst.eries of Udolpho," 
,. Scottish Chi efs," " Alonzo and 1I1elissa." 
"Democracy Unvei led," " Paul and Vir
ginia," "Romance of tile Fore~t," &c. 
Though fastened with ribs of oak and bnnds of 

iron 

Vain were' the effort. of Osgood and Gill 
To confine the spirits in thut old s till. 

Out they would come at all times and 
seasons to haunt our hOllses and mingle 
with other spirits tile ghosts of old war
riors, hobgoblins and youtilfnl dreams of 
et.hereal beauty, as they fell like snow
flakes from the press. 
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BRATTLEBORO 

Tllereby '\Vas an air of rum and romance t,he graded schoo l sys t.ern in 1841. H e ,'rns 
t.hron2:h ,,'ltil;h our old· t ime frie nd passed prominent ill advoca ting the sch ool r eform 
f rom } 'out.h to manhood, w hen we, heard hy effective rem arks to the assemhled 
him, in a public lyceum, cleclaim a.gains t vot.e rs of t.he dist ri ct. H e '\vas severely 
novel reading; a.nel in 18:30, he w as forE'- censnrec1 by a wealthy man in t.llis plate 
most in organizi ng a t.emperance society in for Ili s act.ioll respec t.ing t.he s<.:hools : 1mt 
this villnge . The spjf·reiiallt, independent ueit.lter "' ea lt.1t or posit.ion could ever shut 
CIHli'i\ctel' of the nwn is apparent from tlt e his month. He IlIlS ahl'ars been ready to 
foregoing, and it is (1\;:0 so in evel,)' per iod se ll 1.Jooks, but never his principles. 
of Ilis life where lll'cisive ac tion wa~ re- Hi, early s truggles " ' ith 'poverty, Iti s 
quircd. prUllence. eco noll1r anel self cult.ure uncler 

)11'. Steen has evideurly made some ap· I difficulties-11e\'er ha ving atteneleel school 
proach to obeyillg the script.unll cOUll11 and : l over 12 mont.hs- a lld being 1.Jy t.r:1ele a 
" Prove all thillg s : ho ld fa st to that "'hich print lo' r, remin~i 5 u~, in these respect~ , of 
is good ." IBenjamin Frnnklill. "Seest thou a man 

He re>1d P aine 's "Age of -n easoll.""lJi.lt. i diii:gellt iu. hi.lsines~, he shall stnlldl)cf~re 
coulel not becom e an illfidel. Over 60 I kings." _ 
yeaTS ago he joined the Congregat.ional In 1840, ::!Ir. Steell advocH!.ed t.he elec. 
chmch alld Sunday·sch oo l. He yet re- , tion of Harrison t·o the presideucy, and 
mains t,be eldest lll ember of tho"e institn- I rem ained tnl~ r.o t.he whig party to the 
t.ions, at tending regularly upon the ('xer- 1 las t. . When the old fino' was assailed bv 
cises of the same to thi s t ime (1878). foes with rmt a ll cl foes ,,· i~l1in , he t.hrew Ills 

In 1838. he tried democracy, under Van Ivot.e an d illfluellce for til e party which de. 
Buren's administration, a nd fo r ,1. short fend eel it., alld is unwill ing to trust that 
time was editor anel proprietor of "Thc flag in the hrends of those wl10 sought to 
Windllam COUllt.y Democrat.," yea.rs after· d estroy it. ,Vith him-our eldest . la,q , 
ward cOllducted by Geo. W. Jichols. living reli c of a stormy pa-st-t.he fi ght 
This experiment. " 'orked UPOll him as is over. When l1 e , ita ll fillally lie down 
harmlessly as did "Pain e's Age of R eason." on t.he well fonght field , to pleasant dreams, 

III 1840, he \Vas editor of " The Flail," a what drapery more fitting to wrap about 
whig campaigll paper, Wll ic: 1.1 ha.d a Circll him than tl1,tt sa me old flag ? 
latioll of 5000 copies p er week. This In complia nce with t·he request of Miss 
paper was publislled by Wm. E. Ryther, Hernenwflyof Bu rli ugton, and for reaso ns 
now of Bel'llardston, ~iass. given in tile dedication of this work, we 

Mr. Steen l.1as seen I1.nd ha.d perBoual ha.ve made Ihis brief ske tch of OUl' old 
acq uain tanee wit.h the edit.o j·s a.nd proprie ' frielld of over hrtlf a century, whose ex
tOl'S of all tl.1 e old ne"·spa.pers published ample w e deem a fitting one for tile 
here, commencing with th e first. one, The mechanics of Brattlehoro. 
F ederal Galaxy, by Benjamin Smead, [ RENRY BURNH.nL] 
first published 1797 ; Bra Ltleboro R epor ter, 

HOK. RICHARD WHITNEY.by Wm. and Thoma s G. Fessenden, 1806; 
[Brother of Hon. Lem'l Whitney.]Brattle1.Jo ro )fessenger, by Ale xander C. 

Putllam, succeeded by Geo. W. N ichols; In the (;emetel'Y aL Hill sdale, N. H. 

The Yeoman, Simon Ide; Independent 
 where R ev. Bunker Gay wa.s buried, w e 

Inquirer, Wm. E. Ryther, 1880; Vermollt found a monument having tllereon the 

S tatesma.n, O. H. Platt : Windham Coullty following inscrip tio n; 

Delllocntt, Geo. ,V. Nichols . " Here lies (he morta I rema.ins of 

MI'. Steen was the last agent appointed 
 Ric ha rd Whitn ey, counsellor a.t 

here fo r pa.ying pensions to soldiers of the law. of Brattleboro, Vermont,who 
R evolution of 1776, ha,ving cOlltinued that departed this life :Sept. 9, 181 5, 
duty until the last one died . aged 3!J years. Those who knew 

He was appoillted assignee in ballk him not, may learn from this. 
ruptcy for Windham county in 1844 ; jus rnonumen trti stone that his vir 
tice of the peace in 1848, ~1lld now holds tues Ilave rend ered Ilis memory 
the office ; selec tman, 1854· '55; school precious to hi s berea\'ed friends. 
committee, first cl.1osen to pnt in operat.ion The sight of it will excite a ten
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del' recollection of his worth in 
the bosoms of those who knew 
him , and a tear of sincere regret 
at his e<}rly a,nd untimely depart
ure. Let us humbly hope he ha~ 
gone where his virtues will be 
jnstly appreciated. ,. 

Hon . Richard Whitney was born in 
Petersham, Mass., in 177(5, practiced law 
in Brattleboro in 18u8, and was secreta.ry 
of State in 1806. HIS cha,racter and attain
melits made him well deserving of tlle 
favorable testimonials inscribed upon his 
monument at HinsdaJe. 

Neal' the time of his death he be.came 
mentltlly deranged, anel was committed to 
the care of Mr. Hooker, in Hinsdale. N. 
H. He was confined in the house-yet 
standing-buill by Rev. Bunker Gay, and 
then occupied by his son-in-law, Nil'. 
Hooker. 

At that time but little, if anvthinO' was 
knowu in regard to the prop;r tre~:ment 
.of insane persons. The faculty were 
vainly gropin,Q; ill the dark for a potent 
weapon with which they could meet this 
my~terious enemy of humau happiness 
-call ed insanity. 1I1any, especially the de
voutly religions classes, attribnted t.his 
malady to snpernatnral causes. There
fore they considered all remedial efforts 
vain, and not.hing could be done but to 
confine the unfortunate victim and wait 
for death. 

A council of physicians-Dr. Marsll of 
Hinsdale lJ.as been mentioned as one of 
the said council-decided upon tryiuO' 
for the recovery of 1111' . 'Vhitney, a tel~: 
pon1l'j' suspension of his consciousness by 
keeping him completely immersed ill water 
three or four minutes, or until he became 

life of .M:r. Whitney. But Mr. Hooker, 
grandson of ReI'. Bunker Gay, lately iu
formed us that Mr. Whitney did hOt pass 
through n secon d ordeal by water; the 
physician'>, upon mature deliberation, 
concluded they were on tlle right track, 
bnt had not used the proper agent for Lhe 
stupefaction of the life forces. The next 
and last resort wa~ opium, aud Mr. Whit 
ney died under the treatment. 

The result of the aforementioned exper
iments for the cure of insanity lllay have 
suggested to the widow of Dr. l\-Iar~h, 

the importance of an asylum for the treat· 
ment of that class of persons so afflicted, 
and thereby her will of $10,000, whence 
originated t.he Vermont asylulll at Brattle· 
boro. 

RON. JAMES ELLIOT 

was the first elected of the three members 
of Congress who were citizeus of Brattle

bol'o at the time of their election. 
His name, with that of Judge Chapin 

and others, is recorded as one of the cor
pomtors of the lirst joint stuck company 
thaL originated in this place. This COill

pauy built the first bridge counecting the 
Eltst village with New Hamp,hire in 1804, 
when it is evident Mr. Elliot was a resi
dent of Brattleboro. He was bnt abont 
26 years of age at thb time, ancl this, witll 
other circumstances 01' events, with "'llich 
he was connected, compels us to believe 
he was the most conspicuous in early life, 
and attended to tile ser ious duties of man· 
hood while other young men of his age 
T\'ere' 'so wing their wild oats." 

HIs intimate aCCjuaintauce with Geu. 
Willia,m H. H a rrison, and high apprecia
Lion of his character, caused Mr. Elliot to 

say , " 1 wisll Gen. Harriso n could occupy 
insensible, and .then resu ~ci tate or awaken Ithe ll~ghes t office in this nation; if every 
hlln to a new hfe. Passlllg throng h this I man 10 thIS country knew the General as 
desperate ordeal, it was hoped , would I I I[now him, he would go to tile presid en
divert his mimi, break the chlliu of un· I' tial chltir With an ovenvlJelmin" vote. " 
happy assoc iations, and tllus remove the 
came of IJis disease. Upon trial, tllis 
system of regeneration proved of no 
,wail. for, with the relul'll ing conscious
:ness of the patient, came tlle knell of de
pa,rted hopes, as he exclaimed, " You 
can't dro\Yu love." 

According to a former version of the 
story, tllere was a second 'l[Jplication of 
the drowning process that t.erminr.ted the 

These remarks were made' seve~a l yea rs 
before Harrison wa.s before the public, or 
t.hought of, as H candidate for president. 
'1'0 our surprise, not four months had 
elapsed, after the death of ilIr. Elliot, 
when Harrison received the nomitlation. 
and following soo n came the "overwhelm· 
ing vote." Wllich ~we[Jl tlle venera.ble sage 
of North Bend from his quiet home to 
earthly grea.r.uess. 
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In politics, ,)11'. Elliot was n.Jefierso nifLD 
'oemocrat fLod, to some extent, n [Jnrty 
ma.lI: bll t he est imated cbamcter and 
·.ability far abo ve party lin es. 

Afte r rema ining in tll is tOW l! over 25 
.years, he moved to N ewfane. III n Brat 
tl!~b oro paper appeared the following 
obituary: 

.. Died at Newfane, Vt ., Nov. 10, 1839. 
Hon. Jam es E lliot, ilged 64. He was a 
llntive of Gloucester, U ass . He came co 
Teside in Gu ilforcl in early life, and 
·e nlisted nneler Gen. Wayne at 18 years of 
nge, a nel served in the Indian wars three 
'y ea rs , quartered most of t he time in th e 
west pnr t of Ohio, then a wilderness. He 
studied law and was ad mitted to the ba r 
i n 'Windham CO Ullty , Vt. In the war of 
1812, he helel n capta iu's commission: 
Before he W HS 30 yefl rs o f age. he was 

,elec ted one o f the represe nta.tives to Co n· 
gress from thi s State. and ably discharged 
tha t trust for three success ive elcctions. 

" Hi s nfter life was variegntcd with dif· 
ferent scenes and services. Bes ides his 
.atte ntion to the pract ice of law, he served 
,several years as registe r of prohate fLnd 
clerk of the eouns, <lnd t.he past two 
years had the office of stnte's at to rncy for 
the county of Windll ,ull . 

.. He sustained throug h life the char
.act.er of an honest mall , with tnl ents and 
intellectu 'li acC] ui rcmen ts 0 f the jj rst 
o rd er. ,. 

His remains were brought here and nc
-posited in Prospp.ct Hill cemetery. where, 
"iuce 1797, we Ilave placed other o f OUl" 
h onorod d ust and choicest trefLsures. His 
widow- a daugh ter of Gen. Dow-sur· 
v iven him 30 years, and dicd in New York 
city. Her rem,.ins were broug ht here and 
placed beside those of her bll sbnnd . 
Thei r dnughter, i'l'lrs. D. Pomroy of New 
York. is no w (1 872) the' on ly ;, urviving 
member of t he family. 

H ON. SA HU EL EI,LIOT 

\Va, born in GlOll cester, :'Tass., Aug. 16, 
1 7 ~'7 , and died a t W est Bmttleboro, Dec. 
10. 1845. 

Y\'ith the exception of Hon. J ohn ,V. 
Blnke. wc believe he ancl his brother . 
.hmes Elliot, were the fi rs t ones estab· 
lisbed in la w pracLice in th is town, and 
h e spent the largest shnre of the last 40 

year.~ of his li fc in Bmttleboro, Eas t. vil 
lage. 

Elliot strce t is so name.d becall se Il e 
f ormerly owned the hInd a nd erected t he 
first hOllse thereon , a br ick building of 
two stories, now standing. near t:le south 
elld of Cros by's block. His one·story . 
wood law offi ce stood, as la te as 1830 on 
the site of the Revere ho use. III or ~ear 
1835, he sold the site to Ashbell Dic!,en· 
son. A la.rge sha re of, if not a ll, the lab el 
upon the sou t h s ide of Green street was 
o nce in his possession . 

H e was the successor of H on. J ohn W . 
Blake as postmaster, bllt . becoming a 
federalis t, and prominently advocating 
the princ iples of that party during t.he 
presidency of Jefferson. he was ::;ucceeded 
in 1810 by Asa Green, Esq., who uninter · 
rnpted ly held the office until nfter the in · 
a ng llra tion of Harri son in 184l. 

H e W'IS judge o f probate for this dis
t ri ct., and repeatedly represen ted t he tow n 
in t he State L egis lature, was cfLnclidate 
for Congress, and also associate j udge of 
t his connty, whe re he was widely know n 
I\S a man of m flrkecl ab ility, unquesl io necl 
integrity, a nd not surpassed in hi s devo· 
tion to char ity and mercy . 

In the summer of 1826, his mind was 
grent ly exercised by the dest,ituticl1! nll(\ 
sufferings of tb e inlmbitn,nts of Greece 
cf1.used by the barbarism of tlJe Turks: 
with wllolll t hey were nt war at that time. 
A ship was at· tllis tilDe ill Boston ha rbor 
waiting for cont ri butions of c lothing nnd 
other hecessities fro m New E nghwd, to 

cnrry to t hat suffering , unha.ppy people. 
At a public meeti ng, Mr. Elliot described 
the pressing necessities of the case with 
slIch eloqll ence few eoulLl li sten to his 
appeal unmoved . One of the wealth iest, 
citizells in tbis place becnme so interested 
it was said he offered to give as many 
dolla rs as his wealthy neighbor would 
g ive cents for this object. 

Tile Grecinn cost ume, loose fittin g, a lld 
so simpl e one garment would sni t perso ns 
of vaI"iou~ sizcs, gflrments were so easily 
ma.de , quite a large quanti ty was soon 
furni shed hy the orga nizcd ladies of t·his 
I' illage, and sent to the ship aforemen · 
tioned. 

"Ought the reading of fi ction to be en· 
co Ul'aged ?" wns t he qu estion before our 
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village lyceum a long time ago. A speaker at that time the only pa'lor of this place, 
saie!, ., I I,now from experience novel· death had come to one of his parishioners, 
reading is an unhealthy exercise. sly anel not a minister could be found in town 
lamp has been burning a.nd my tears fall· to ftttend the funeral. Application was 
ing, long after the midnight hour, over Imade to Rev. Mr. Beckley, then of Dum· 
acr,ount8 of hunull1 suffering that existeci 
simply in the mind of the author of the 
hook." 

:Hr. Elliot replie(l: .. ~-lr. Chainn,w-l 
would not advise the reading of fiction 
indiscriminately; but no work of thi~ 

CIUlnt<:ler coming ullcler my observation 
ha". in descriptions of human suffering, 
ever exceedeci the rea Ii tv. Sentiment 
mnst ever precede action: therefore we 

mer·~t.on. siclmeso preventing his auencl· 
anre; and :llr. Elliot was called upon to 
address the funeral assembly, which he 
did in a manner highly creditable to his 
mind anel heart. 

He well knew how to sympathize with 
his sorrowing neighbors. The heloved 
partner of Ilis early years weut in her 
l>iooming beauty to the grave, leaving a 
child too young to re,dize the magnitude 

have reason to hope that the gentleman I of hi~ loss: \.JUl in n.ft.er years he wro~e 

who has just made so commendable a.n the followlDg lInes, addre~sed to illS 

expose of his emotions will, when occa· moth er :., 

sion sllall require action, prove by praise· [Copied from the Bmttleboro Messenger of Decem· 

worthy deeds how valua\.Jle are the sources bel'. 1824. ) 


from whence came his inspirations. As I "In childhood', gay and 'poltive hou rs, 

see how needful is the exercise of idea-lity I reckless play'd lIpOIl thy gr,,-ve; 

upon occasiO!~s like this, an.d reali~e that IWell pleas~d to pluck the >'1'",,1 wild flowers , 

the most sublune and beautliul sentllnents WhIch 0 er thy grassy bed dId wav·e. 


anc: sentences can be f~und in works of I I loved to VIew thy marble stone, 

fictIOn, I regret that so I.lttle of 0.1)' Wne I To read the scu lpwr'd letters try; 

ha s been devoted to tl.llS matter, and am 
therefore una\.Jle to gIve so good an ac· 
count of my experiences as my friend G. 
has given of his. I am glad to learn that 
my neighbor is I\. man of fine' sensibilities , 
tender emotions, and has a heart t.hat can 

• be moved by the woes and sufferings of 
hi;; fellow· men. " 

Mr. Elliot was oot destitute of hnmor, 
though there was at times a thoughlful. 
se rious expression upon his countenance. 

Born at that clark period in our history, 
soon after the commencement of that 
almost hopeless struggle against tile great· 
est power, at tlmt Lime, in EUl'Ope, he 
was old enough to remember that contest 
and the ret·urn from t.he war 1)[ his poor, 
sick father to fl. home of ]Joverty, where 
be soon died from disease, contracted in 
the service of his count.ry. 

Few men were \.Jetter titted by past as· 
sociations, patriotic fervor n.nd om! orical 
power, to cause the generations growin.e; 
lip aronnd him to properly appreciate 
their dear bought, priceless libert.ies. 
Therefore his sen'ices as orator at FOllrth 
of July celebrat.ions ,",'ere exceedingly in· 
teresting, and eminent ly and universally 
acceptable. 

During the absence of Rev. Wm. Wells, 

But when my father wept thereon, 
I co uld not think what macle him cry. 

Rememorance cannOl bring to light 
Thy form, or make thy face appear; 

But fancy paints thee fair and bright 
As holy, beauteous angels are. 

And now I love to think of thee-
Of all thy virtues, all thy worth

And hope my soul with thee will be 
When [am pillow'd deep in earth." 

lI-Ir.Elliot married, second, a daugllter of 
Rutherford Hayes, by w!.tom he had seven 
children. Three sons were collegiates at 
Y,de anet Trinity colleges (Gonn.). The 
elde.st, Sam'l H. Elliot, became a Congre
gationalist minister and principal of an 
educatioual institution near New Haven, 
Cl., and wa; the author of some interest
ing publications. .T. H. Elliot finishect 
his course in 1836+ at Trinity college, 
died in December, 1838, at Savannah, Ga. 

*My grandfather copied these verses from 
the Brattleboro Messenger, Dec. 24, 1824, and 
from his authority al one do we relate the cir
cumstances, authorship, &c. H. l:l. 

tHe was at that time chosen to deli vel' the 
valedictory; ill·heallh prevented. 

http:count.ry
http:mer�~t.on
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• yunog man of greM I by ltll electric wire, passing t.hrough the 
>uptcr' or atta inments. 
,"" im a m c. Elliot , the 

~ 

'n Bnm !ebo~n, 

o iJn. fa'led a ft er ahout t,,·o years 
nai ::- college in Ha rtford, Ct., and he 

October, 1839. As 
0!IIl1d be as: tmthfnlly said of the other 
..e:oher.:, of tbis fRDlily who have died, 
he ftleTe r caused sadness or affliction to 

. re"' i i ~es 0 ]' fri ends but when he sick· 
ewd and d ied . )i'otbing we could S,ty of 

lo..ed - hooi mate and intimate friend 
~~e fa ithful ft picture of bim as 

" :D!; tribute from his sister, ~liss 
illiot. who, some years since, 

llr. }fcClellan and left her native 

-B~ 'II':IS O:H ;'oungest broth er, fondly loved
CCDfWLi.)n, iriend, nnd cherished counsellor. 

':: weetly in him did blend 
_-\ c.ht:dlike, simple spiri t, with a mind 

'..1::::r.:o, refined, with knowledge and with 
.rra..:e. 

To God he consecrated all he had: 

Y <'0, on His altar freely laid himself. 

His ,,'orth 1 cannot speak, for even now 

The ,,'oHnd hl eeds freshly that his loss has 


made; 
And time, that anlidote for grief like this, 
Has not yet sealed the fountain of my tears. 
Oh , in our hearts, 8.5 long as be ing lasts, 
\\'e'll t"easure up the memory of his deeds, 

AIld love him still." 

The al'l'ival to our shores of Gen. La 
Fayette, Aug. 15, 1824, gave nl r. Elliot so 
much pleasure he wrote some papers upon 
this subject. 

In these papers we find an account of 
the progress of LaFayette through the 
cOllntry, and of, hi s departure. We also 

long dead years, there comes to us the 
pulsations of brave hearts, beating time 
to the march of liberty, well nigh one 
hundred years ago. 

The eloquence of words rarely fall upon 
the ear in public places, "In Ameri ca, " 
it is said, "the orator is dying; in England 
he is dead." '\V'hatever may be predom· 
inating influences, nevel', we tmst, will 
the fashion of the day, or tbe influences of 
otbers, lessen our venemtion and ad lllirl\' 
tion for this old orator of Brattleboro. 

SAL~ION BENNET. 

Salmon Bennet, son of Noah Bennet, 
was born in Bl'Ilttlebol'o, VI., ,Jan. 6, 1790. 
He studied theology with Rev. Ephraim 
H. Newton, of ~Iarlboro, and wa.s 01'· 
dained pastor of the Congregati onal 
church in ,\V'inchester, N. H., Sept. 10, 
1817. Hev. Caleb Burge of Brattleuoro 
(West) preached the sermon. He was dis· 
missed Dec. 25, 1823, preached a year in 
Hoxbury, and was installed in 1I'Iariboro 
Sept. 27, 1825. Hev. Isaac Hobinson of 
Alstead preached the sermon. He was 
dismissed April 5, 1831, and was installed 
in East Boscawe.n as colleague with Rev. 
Samuel '\Vood, D. D., Dec. 5, 1832. Rev. 
.J. S. Barstow, D. D., of Keene, preached 
the sermon. He was dismissed Oct. 25, 
183G, and tben prea.ched a year at Irvings. 
ville, ?I[ass. He was installed at 'Wendell 
;)lay 2, 18:38, Rev. Francis Danforth of 
,\Vinchester, X _H., preached the sermon. 
He was dismbsed Sept. 26, 1844. He then 
preached a short time in Heath, first to 
the Congregational, and then to the Bap. 
tis t church ; and aItcl'\yltrcls li ved in Hali. 
fax, Vt., pre,lching to one or the other of 
the chlll'ches there forCongregational 

leal'll h.ls vi~ws respecting agricnlture, the iabout three years, ending in 1852. when 
educatIOn ot the mltsses , and on leg·ltl and , he removed to Chatauque county, N. Y. 
moral questions. Hb writings give evi· P. H. \\', 

dence of strong patriotism and 10l'e of t.he TWX .•TOH;\[ R. BL,um. 

right. The last time we took the hand of Another of the cady residents of Brat· 
this venerable man, he gave us the ]Jroduc· tleboro, the Ron. .John R. Blake, died in 
tions to which we have ItUuclecl in the ' Boston, :\[n.ss., .June G, 1873, aged 79 years 
foregoing. 

Relucta-ntly have we released OUl' grasp 
npon even the rudest links connecting us 
'l'ith the early times-the Illoming hours 
of freedom; but painfully as well as re' 
lUCia ntly have we let go forever of a link 
like , his. Contact with such opens to our 
lliion a pn.thway through the past, n.nd as 

E 

and 4 months. Funeral serviccs were held 
in the church of tlHo Rev. Rufus Ellis, June 
8th; and on the day following the body 
wa~ brought to Brattleboro by the on ly 
son of the deceased, Dr. John Ellis Blake 
of .New York, and deposited in our village 
cemetery, where pra.vers were said 1J1' tlie 
Rev. ;)11'. Jellkins. . . 
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The deceased was born in Brattleboro, Iterms in the legislature, both as represel~. 

Feb. 3, 1793. He was a son of .J. W. i tative of his town and as senator. HIs 

Blake, a lawyer of distinction and a gen
tieman of wealth, education and poli shed 
manners, who moved to this pa.rt of Ver
mont at an early period of its settlement, 
from 'Worcester, Mass. He at one time 
resided in Guilford; was the owner of a 
la.rge tract of land in and nei:l.l' this village, 
whi ch then cOllsis t.e(l of a few st.raggling 
houses, and he took an act ive part in the 
political affairs of the State, being one of 
its earliest. representatives. His name oc

'curs in the early records of southern Ver
mont, as one of its most pl'()minent citi
zens. But at the closing period of his life, 
'becoming reduced in circumstances, his 
son , ,John R. Blake, was taken from school 
and compelled to go into busin ess, and 
comme nce the battle with the world as a 
poor boy at a very early age. His first 
experience as a trader was with the Incli· 
ans at Onondaga, N. Y., now Syracuse, 
which was then considered far West, be
ing talwn from school at Deerfield, :Mass. , 
and sent there to begin li fe. 

Returning to Vermont, he soon entered 
upon an extensive business as merchant. 
In company with Francis Goodhue, and 
also with Gri ndal R Ellis, whose daughter 
be man-ied. He cal'1'ied on an extensive 
trade ,,,jtll Hartford, Ct. , shipping horses, 
cattle and other produce by the river, and 
recei ving back W cst India and other goods. 
Among his traits of character was a great 
fondness for fine stock, for horses and cal· 
tle. A picture of one of his favorite horses, 
done by Fishel'. the distinguished New 
England painter, is still in pl)ssession of 
his family. In the days of st.aging he took 
an interest in stage lin es, and especially in 
seeing them supplied with fine horses; and 
hc exercised a leading influence in pro· 
moting the construction of the Vt. and 
l\Iass. R. R, which connected the village 
with Boston by steam communication. 
He also tobk an active interest in estab
lishing the old Brattleboro bank, of which 
he was for a long time one of the direc' 
tors. His financial abilities were solid and 
comprehensive. 

During the times when the militia was 
maintained on a respectable footing. he 
served as aid-de·camp to Gen. Mann; and 
in subsequent years he sat for several 

--~ 

career as legislator was marked for his 
llsnal business- like practical ability, and 
may be said tu ha.ve been distinguished by 
his fmnk and decided opposition to the 
Main e liquor .law, so-called, which he be
lieved impolitic, and for an eulogy pro
nounced on th e dea.th of Daniel Webster. 

J. W. P. 

The following letter, received by the 
nastor of the Unitarian Society in this 
place from the pastor of the First Church 
in Boston, with which Mr. Blake was as
sociatcd. will be read wit.h inten~st by per
sonal fr iends of the deceased: 

lOti MAllLI30ROUGlI ST., 
.rune 14, 1873. 

Denr jlfr. Jenk!'n8 :-1 performed the fun
eraJ service in my church on Sunday morn
ing lasl over the remains of a most worthy 
gentl eman, the Hon. .John R. Blake; and 
as the burial was to be in Brattl eboro, 
there may have been a burial service there 
also. I hope that there was, for Mr. Blake 
was born in the town, and long and hon
orably id entified with it; and it was ex
ceedingly pJeasant to think last Monday 
of the beautiful gmveyard under the clear 
afternoon sl{y, and that they were making 
his grave in that hill country which was 
w familiar and so dear to him from boy
hood. I have seen much of Mr. Blake, 
and cspecia.lly of late, during a long and 
painful illness. He was a very tl'lle and a 
very thoughtful man, with iar more in his 
heart than ever found expression in word; 
a Christian of a broad and pmctical type, 
with a good leaven of the old Puritanism, 
to which this country owes so much; a 
man downright, upright, and forthnght, 
not untouched by the questionings of the 
day, and yet holding fast the essentials of 
faith and all "the weightier matters of the 
law." He wa,s mnch respected in Boston 
as a man of his word; bu t the larger part. 
of his life was passed in Brattleboro, and 
so I am moved to send to you these few 
words conce\'l1ing one whom we greatly 
miss, although we ought to be thankful 
that days which had become labor and 
SOlTOW are no more. I love to think of 
hi.m as gathered to his fathers in your 
beautiful town, where, if anywhere, the 
body may rest in peace, whilst the spirit 
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is refreshed with the light of the Divine 
Face. Faithfully yours, 

R UFU S ELLIS. 

lION. JOHN NOYES. 

(By Geo. W. Noyes, oj lValiingfo rd, Ct.) 

Prominent among the citizens of Wind
ham county in the early pai·t of the pres
ent century, was Hon. John Noyes of 
Brattleboro. Born at Atkinso n, N. H., 
April 2, 1764, he was fifth in the line of 
descent f rom Nicholas Noyes, nne of ,the 
early settlers of NIassachusetts, aud inher

ited the aptitude for learn ing which be
longed to his ancestry. After graduatillg 
at Dartmouth, became a tutor in th e col
lege, was in structor of the class of Daniel 
Webs ter;* his attention turned to theolog 
. I d . 1 h' If f h .. 

together with the" mug of flip," the com
mon attendant of every bargain. Nearly 
all classes then drank liquor, from the 
minister,s a.nel m'tgist rf1.tes down. 

At forty years of age, lVlr. Noyes mar
ried Miss Polly Hayes, by whom he had 
nine children. After serviug' tWQ or three 
terms in the otate l"gislature, he was, in 
1815, elected to Congress from th e south
ern district of Vermont, and entered t.he 
Honse of Representatives as f ellow-mem 
bel' with Clay, RandOlph, and other celeb
ritics, of whom he was fond of telling an 
ecdotcs in after life. 

In 1817, Mr. Noyes removed to Dum
merston, where he continu ed to reside till 
1821 , when, having acquired what he 

, . . 
deemed a competenc}, retned from ac-Ica. stu y , preparec Imse or t e mllllS-.. . 

try' finding it unsu ited to his health, re- 1 

' d t t h' I d I fturne 0 eac Il1g; la Clarge or some 
fi ld I H) A,yea.rs 0 f ehester e (N . . cademy ; 

in 1800, removed to Brattleboro, a.nd en
gao'ed in mercantile business with Gen. 
M b 

1 a nn. 
Their store was in W est Brattleboro. 

In those day~ the country merchant made 
two trips a year to Boston , by stage, or on 
horseback, spending th ree or four days on 
the road , and carry ing a change of clothes, 
money for his purchases, alld perhaps a 
pistol for his defence, in a pair of ample 
saddlebags. As the business of the firm 
increased it drew in ot her partners, and 
extended its uperations to other towns, 
branch establishments, under the na.me of 
"Noyes & _Mann, " or ".Noyes, Mann & 
Hayes,"t were commenced in vVilmington 
and Whitingham. A principal article of 
produce in these new towns was potash, 
excha.nged for gOQds at the store-tea, 
coffee, tobacco, calico, a nd plain stuffs, 

-:"Mr. \'Vebster, in the time of his fa me, vis
ited Dartmouth College, and held a "recep
tion ." Among the students presented to him 
was John H. Noyes, who was introd uced as a 
son of his former tutor. "I wish," said Mr. 
Webster, taking the student's hand, " that I 
could do you as much good as your father did 
to me." 

tGeneral Mann afterwards removed to Syr
acuse, N. Y_ His daughter married Gen. R. 
B. Marcy, U_ S. A., and his granddaughter is 
the wife of Gen. Geo. B. McClellan, late can
didate fo r the presidency. Hon. Austin Bir
chard of Fayetteville, Vt., and Mr. Adin Thay
er of Hoosick, N. Y., commenced business as 

,clerks in this concern_ 

tlvC ~usllle.ss to a f~rm Il1 Putney: aud 
occ:upled hImself maudy thereaf ter III sn. . . . ..
perllltendlng the ed ucatIon of hIS chIldren. 
, . . 
HIS el:lest daughter, Mrs. ~. G. iYlead, stIll 
hves III BrattleboTo. (1869.) The eldest 
son. John H. Noycs, is the founder of the 
Olleida Community. Mr. Noyes, the eld
er, died Oct. 26, 184l. 

v A,LEDICTORY ADDRESS. 

Chief .Justice Royall Tyler , the ,tuthor, 
delivered at an exhibition at the close of 
Miss Rebecca Peck 's select school, in the 
East. village of Brattleboro, in 1823. A 
son of the author-Rev. Thomas P. Tyler, 
D. D., then a. lad of about 8 years,-was 
the orator on lhb hftppy occasion. This 
poetical effusion , so characteristic of the 
fine litenny taste of the Judge, after 
yeftrs of search ftnd inquiry we received a 
copy taken from a scra.p-book in the city 
of Washingt.on, by Miss Amelia Tyler, a 
granddaughter of the author. According 
to the best info rmation within our own 
observation, the Judge gave compliments 
well deserved, for the little :Misses of that 
school were generally remarkabl e for their 
personal heautyand good conduct. The 
delivery of the address took the school, as 
well as the audience, by surprise, and fur
nished a theme of pleasant allusion and 
I'eference for a long time in this village. 
The young oratol' was quite personal in 
the application of his theme, causing the 
whitest of roses to become blushing ones 
when he pointed his little magic finger 
toward them_ Some of these roses, very 
well preserved, yet remain in this place, 

--~--- - - -- - - .--- ------ - ------------------ - -----
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now known as grandmothers; but oth

ers, and doubtless much the largest por

tion of this constell at ion of the beautiful, 

are
"Where are now the birds that sang a hundred 


years ago." 

The orator became a distinguished clergy

man of the Episcopal church, and officiat

ed many years in 'Vestern New York; but 

now, advanced to over three-score years, 

amI suffe ring from infirmities, he is back 

to his native place, retired fro m service, to 

the scene of his first oratorical efforts 55 

years ago. 

" I dare to say you all do wonder 

How our good ma'am , who is sO wise, 

With taste so pure and judgment nice, 

Shall thus commit so sad a blunder, 

As 'gainst all reason, rhyme and rule, 

To make me mouthpicce of the school. 

Perhaps the thought that I might show 

How well her very worst might do; 

At any rate, shiue or not shine, 

The praise, or blame, be hers, not mine. 

As for myself, in some snug cornel', 

I'd rather sit, lil,e brave J ack Horner, 

And with my thumb, like J ack so sly, 

Pluck ont the piums from Ohristmas pie; 

For in my mouth plums are much sweeter 

Than finest words of prose or meter; 

But ma'am commauds, and I obey, 

For she holds here a sovereign sway. 

Shall I a little rebel prove, 

When govern 'd by her law of love? 


Now, if your patience will prevail , 

Indulge me, and I'll tell a tale. 


'Olt, dear mamma, pray let me see 
What have you in your hands for me
Some almonds, ra.isins, nuts, or figs, 
Or peppermints, or sugar pigs?' 

Thus William to his mother said, 

As she her opening palm displayed, 

And sho w'd to his disgusted eyes, 

Some shrivel'd things of dwarfish size, 

Dark as the sweepings of some room, 

,Vhich long had mourued the abseut broom. 

'I don't \yant them ,' said pout ing "Till, 
' They' re neither fit for food nor play; 

They look as bad as doctor's pills, 

Do throw the dingy things away.' 


'Poor simple child;' mamma replied, 

'Know you despise the garden's pride? 

F or from these shriveI'd dwarfish things, 

The glory of the garden springs;~ 


True, ca.st them in the highway, 

And they no glory will displa,y: 


But plant them in the garden fail' , 
Beneath the gardener'S fostering care, 
N urtur'd and cult ur'd each will bloom, 
And shed its richest, best perfume; 
Not he, so fam'd in Scripture story, 
Great Solomon, in all his glory, 
Was e'er so deck 'd the eye to please, 
01' e'er array'd like one of these, 
And education is defined 
The horticulture of the mind; 
The mental buds, by its kind care, 
Unfo ld their petals to the ail', 
Prepar'd by bla.nd inst ruction given, 
To shine on Ea.rth 01' bloom in Heaven.' 
Thus ends my tale, and now I pray 
Let me apply it my own way: 
Kind patrons, who here condescend 
Our exhibition to attend, 
Thiuk not these benches now sustain 
Of girls and boys a simple trai n : 
But that within our classic bowers, 
You see a rich parterre of flowers, 
Of buds and blossoms, tendrils, shoots,. 
Springing from intellectual roots; 
Your fancies, sure, you need noL straiu 
T o cha nge to flowers our female train: 
See Ellen, there, her bloom disclose; 
Say, is she not a blushiug rose ? 
In sweet Sophia, you may ken, 
A sister rose of the same stem; 
While in Miss F ann'y's form we trace
The aspiring tulip's airy grace; 
Her little uamesake, sure, will tally 
With the sweet lily of the valley. 
Th e china aster's varied dye 
Bright Darah's mental powers imply; 
And in Elizabeth we view 
The snowy lily's virgin hue, 
The golden pansy, may I fancy, 
Portnty our modest, pensive Nancy. 
In fair Oalista's beauteous face 
You may the hright carnation trace ~ 
In graceful Helen's air you see, 
The very pink of courtesy. 
Do you the rose of Sharon prize, 
On our Lucretia cast your eyes ; 
Would you the pale sy ringa seek, 
11ark gentle An na's snowy cheek; 
The amara nthus well may be 
Sweet little Gertrude. named for thee. 
And sure the gay, sweet-scented pea, 
May typify fair Emily. 

Our Marys too, as bright a ImoL 
As ever deck'd a ma ideu 's bowel'; 

One is a jonquil, a snowdrop one, 
And one a lovely, sweet wild flower. 
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Elizabeth, her sisLer Jane, INor woulc! we now forget what's clue 
Are buds that one day will expand; 

Soon as their spring is on the wane, 
They·1! bloom the glory of the land. 

Sweet Lu cy is a bright moss pink 
As ever fia sh'd its tin ts before ye; 

And Henriettfl is, I think , 
You' ll all allow, a morning glory. 

Om briglit Eliza., I'll not nam e, 
But mther wish you'd tax your pow ers, 

Provided you with ~are select 
Her emblem from the fa irest tlowers. 

In our cold , bleak and Northern air, 

\Ve have few flow ers that may compare 

With sweet Belinda's speaking fitce, 

Or Harriet's form, or Julia's grace. 


There is a fine, a ttn1.Ctive dower, 
By botitnists called mignonnette, 

Which I proilOunce, by fancy 's. power, 
Shall give the name to NIariette. 

Come, Maia, from thy sylvan bowers, 
Queen of gay tints and froli c fancies, 


Come, bring thy best bonquet of tlow ers, 

The finest type for brilliant Frances." 


Y et there's one favorite, pretty l\fiss, 
"Vh·ose given name I ' ve most forgot; 

But you may find her out by this: 
Her Linnren name-forget me· not. 

Perhaps, within our tlowery set, 

You 'll ask, if we have not some Nett.

No, no, not nettles ; that's not right, 

W e have no plants so impolite. 

Perchance we have, if you require, 

Some pretty sprigs of sweet sweetbriar. 


But what are then your boys, you'll cry, 
Have you no tlowers to nam e them by ? 
Why, boys, as boys, are well enough, 
An ll you may c<tll us garden stuff; 
.For if with om associates fair, 
You should for once us hoys compare, 
.Beside the jonquil , pink and rose, 
We dwindle to potat.l}e blows ! 

Now, if within our garden fai r, 
You find aught lovely, good or rare, 

·To our instructress give the praise: 
.Our dear instructress crown with bays, 
For to her kind , judicious care 

We gTatcfu11y owe all we are. 


*This go ld en age of female beauty in Brat 
tleboro demanded a tribute-the orator, the 

.singer, comes with th e qccasion. 

Most honored patroness Lo you :." 


To nurse these buds to opening flow ers, 

Need s genial suns and fostering sh owers. 

All these your favor has supplied, 

T o you we owe our garden's pride, 

You have the seerls of science sown, 

And when in life aLII' buds are blow D, 

Then-then we' ll own the generous deeds, 

And bl ess the h"fld wliinh sow 'd the seeds. 


And now, kind fri ends, I pray excuse 

My falterings and my stammers

Respectfully, I ta ke my leave, 

And ·so I make my manners. 


N<tmes of the little misses to whom the 
orator pointed when gi ving the doml 
name: 
Helen Ellis, daught er G. R Ellis, Esq.; 

ma rried John n. Blake. 
J anette Ellis, daughter G. R Ellis, E sq., 

married Geo. Clark, of Hartford. 
Elizabeth Sikes, daughter Uriel Sil_es, 

married Chas. Cuneo 
Ellen Fessenden, daughter W m. Fessen

den, Esq.; married J. Blake of Boston. 
Fanny Gough, with Mrs. J oseph Goodhue, 

and neice of the same. 
Fanny Elliot, d<tughter Hon. Sam' l l£l1iot. 
Sophi<t Fessenden, daughter Wm. F essen· 

den, editor of "The Reporter." 
Elizabeth Smith, daugh ter Henry Smith. 
Nancy Wood, daughter David Wood . 
Calista Ainsworth, from Bethel, Vt .. , anel 

neice of .roseph F essenden , beca me ~Irs. 

Pearce. 
Lucretia Leonard, ad opted daughter Dr. 

Artema.s gobbins, removed to Bellows 
Falls, V t. 

Emily H oughton , daughter Abel Hough· 
ton, removed to St. Albans, became 
Mrs. Stubbs. 

iVIary Fessenden , daughter Joseph Fessen· 
den. 

Sarah Fessenden, e1<tughter Wm. F essen
den ; married Elisha Allen, who was 
member of Congress from Main e. 

Mary Nichols, daughter George Niehols ; 
married Herrick. 

.•.ffonored P atroness-Mrs. Roott, an opu· 
lent English lady , who at that time ownerl the 
arounds of the "Vermont Asylum," and whose 
house was removed when th'e buildings of the 
Asylum were erected upon th e we,t side of 
th e main road leading to "New Fane." She 
proved a devo ted friend of Miss Rebecca Peck, 
th~ instruct ress, and in various ways ass i s t~d 
in support of her school. 
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:Mary Elliot, daughter James Elliot; mar
ried Pomroy, N. Y. 

Elizabeth Fessenden, daughter .Joseph 
Fessenden; died at 19. 

Jane Fessenden, daughter Joseph I!'essen
den; manied Dr. Clark. 

:Mary Fessenden, danghter Joseph Fessen
den. 

Lucy Chase, daughter Paul Chase; mar
ried Deming. 

Henriette Smi\'h. daugh\'er Henry Smith; 
manicd Gen'l F. H. Fessenden. 

Ann Smith, daughter Henry Smith, mar
rieel Dr. H. Craig, of Kentucky. 

Anna Amsden, daughter Lewis Amsden. 
Gertrude Blake, daughter Col. Henry 

J ones Blake. 
Belinda Elliot, daughter Sam'l Elliot; mar

ried McClellan. 
Julia Nichols, daughter George Nichols. 
Frances Ellis, rlaugh\,er G. R. EllIs; mar

ried Russell. . 
Harriet Goodhue, (lrtughter Col. Joseph 

Goodhue: married Gov. F. Holbrook. 
Eliza Nichols, daughter George Nichols. 
Fanny Frost, daughter James Frost; mar

ried A. E. Dwinell. 
JVIary Ann Goodhue, daughter Joseph 

Goodhue; married W m. P. Cuneo 
Hon. Royall Tyler-elected Chief Jus

tice of Vermont in 1807, and Professor of 
Jurisprudence of \'he U. Vt., in 1811, at 
Burlinglon, was widely known and had 
an extensive correspondence with the most 
noted men of his Limc in Lhe forming pe
riod of our instituLions, and the most ex
citing times in our history, from the Rev
oluLion of 1776 to the lasL war with Eng
land, commencing in 1812. Therefore his 
unpublished memoirs possess a national 
interest which WOUld, we believe, demand 
their publication if the public were con
scions of their worth. As one of the fathers 
of American literature. as the date and 
character of his writings for the drama a.nd 
periodicals of Lhe time snfficiently prove,' 
we cannot afford Lo let the waves of obliv
ion close over the records of his mental 
efforts as the turf now coven his mortal 
remains in the cemetery of the East village 
of Brattleboro. The tragedy, poetry, 
and romance of his life and family have 
the charm of fiction. Wheu, with his 
college friend, on the staff of Gen. Sulli
vau, their force of 5000 men became scat
tered by the enemy, Tyler and his friend, 

Daggett, lodged over night in a barn, where
Lhey discussed the question of where, if 
they must be hit with a bullet, would be 
the place of choice. The next day duty 
called them to the post of danger, and 
poor Dagget\, was shot through the lungs. 
"Ab, Rial," said he, " you see I did not 
have my choice." 

Tyler, when a gay gallant of 20, in scar
let coat and short clothes, entered t.he · 
house of his friend, Mrs. Joseph Pearce 
Palmer, of Boston , and Look from her 
arms her infant child CIlIary Palmer) and 
said: "This child will become my wife." 
Time verified his prophecy, and her chil
e!ren, now venerable in years, and those 
who have gone, with honorable record, to 
their final sleep, have blessed her memory. 
In the varied-in the elevated departments 
of human effort-in the pulpit, at the bar, 
'mercantile and teachers' desk, her children 
have proved the chal'acLer of their matern
al parentage. That mother who was little 
~Iary Palmer, when seated in her mother's 
arms at Lhe dining table of Gen. Josepb 
Wanen, when he partook of his last din
ner and received the parting hand from 
his 'mosL int.imate friends for Lhe last t.ime, 
before marehing to his death on Bunker 
Hill. This interesting event we learn, 
not for the first time, from the memoirs. 
"IN e heard, near 1830, the aged Mrs. Palm
er relate the story. She said : "My hus
band was an early associate and intimate 
friend of Joseph Warren, therefore we, . 
with other of his friends, were invited to · 
dine with him, as he said, "for ,.he last 
time." Beautiful in her old age, seeming
ly, as "~Iadame Recamier," with sw im
ming eyes and tl'!~mbling lips, she contin
ued: "Joseplt WalTen was an ardent pa
triot, an accomplished scholar, elegant in 
manners, uni ver~ally beloved, and was the 
idol of Boston. After dinner, we all and 
each begged and prayed that he would not 
go to the battle-field; but vainl~ did we 
try to move him; he firmly belIeved the 
cause demanded Lhe sacritice of his life, 
and he Il111St obey that demand. AmidsL 
the Hames, constant roar of artillery, and 
panic-stricken inhabitants, I tied from the 
city with my little .tHary crying and cling
ing to my bosom. " 

When a O'irl of fourteen, lI1:ary Palmer 
accompanied Lhe family of Elbridge Gerry 
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to New York, where she witnessed the in
auguration of Washington, April 30, 17tJ9 

The memoirs of Judge Tyler, to which 
we ha've alluded, is a work of over 300 
pages, legal c>tp, commenced by his son, 
Rev. Thomas Pickman Tyler, D. D., but 
not yet completed. As this was Judge 
Tyler's last place of >tbode, and where he 
lived one-fourth of a century, we extract 

... sufficient matter from said memoirs, as 
will give an account of his origin, when 
and why he came to Vermont, college 
days, etc. : 

"£Ion. Royall Tyler was born in Bos
ton, ilbss., July 18, 1757. His family was 
weaJthy and influential, giving him favol'
able opportunities for intellectual culture. 
His father, Royall Tyler, Sen_, was a man 
of marked ability, and a graduate of Har
vard College at 19 years, and soon after 
engaged in mercantile business in company 
with his brother-in-law, Samuel Phillips 
Savage. He was a member of the King's 
council from 17()5 until his death in 1771. 
As such the name of Royall Tyler, Sen., 
a.ppears upon the mcst important commit
tees, during the long contest between the 
General Court and Governors Bernard and 
Hutchinson, occasioned by the stamp act, 
the quarturing of the troops in Boston, and 
the removal of the Geneml Court sessions 
to Cambridge. As tbe spokesman of tbe 
committee, he demanded of the Governor 
the removal of the troops from Boston. 
"The people," said he, to the Governor, 
"have formed their plan forremoving the 
troops from the town, and it is impossible 
that they remain in it. The people will 
come in from the neighboring towns; there 
will be ten thousand men to effect the re
moval of the troops, let the consequences 
be what they may." 

Amirl the excitement, agitation a.nd tu
mults of this period, his son Royall was 
growing to boyhood. The fireworks, pro
cessions, pealing of bells, and salvos of 

I artillery, which mftrkeci the brief intoxi
cation of loyalty, on the repeal of the 

1 stamp act, wa.s to him a childish, though 
vivid memory. and he was a lad already 
fitting for college at the grammar school, 
when the same bells sounded the tocsin of 
alarm on the fearful night of the "Boston 
massacre." Notwithstanding the political 
agitation of the times, and he>tvy taxation, 

amollntin~ often to more than one·thil·d of 
their income, the family enjoyed twelve 
years of prosperit.y and domest.ic quiet. 
The next year, iYIary, the eldest da.ughter, 
died, a.ged 18, and in May. 1771, the father, 
Royall Tyler, Sen., closed his honorable 
career at 48 years. He was buried in the 
tomb bnilt by his father in the churchyard 
of King's chapel. It is situated on the 
westerly side of the ground adjoining the 
sidewalk of Tremont street, and is covered 
with a blab, sculptured with the coat of 
arms of the family. 

At comillencement July 15, 1772, Royall 
Tyler entered the freshman class of Har
vard College, being then within three days 
of his 15th yea.r. Of Mr. Tyler's college 
days little can be known, after the century 
since elapsed. His class seems to have 
been an able one, numbering among oth
ers, who afterwards distinguished them
selves, Chief Justices Sewall and Thatcher, 
and Christopher Gore, Governor and U. S, 
Senator of Massachusetts. The latter was 
his room-mate, aild many years after, 
Judge Tyler, while driving with his son 
down into Jliaine, pointed out a hous,e 
where he and Gore spent some weeks, hav
ing been rusticated by the faculty for an 
unlncky contret.emps in which they had 
involved themselves. Their room was 
over the front door of one of the college 
halls, and from the window they had 
thrown down a line with a hook properly 
baited, endeavoring thereon to catch one of 
a litter of pigs in the yard below. Intently 
watching the issue of this experiment, they 
failed to notice the approach of the Rev
erenri and austere Presicient Langdon, lln
til he had ascended the steps, removed his 
cocked-hat, and was wiping his forehead. 
The line was pulled up with a sudden 
jerk, in hopes tha,t be might not see from 
whoso window it came; but alas, swingiug 
across the doorway in its qu ick ascent, the 
hook caught the wig of the venerable cloc· 
tor, and brougbt it up with a run. Aside 
from the unlucky result of his fishing for 
pigs, the only punishment recorded during 
his whole course was a. fine of sixpence for 
abusing a library book. 

Royall Tyler graduated in July, 1776, 
completing his collegiate course and his 
19th year, while the country was in a de 
lirium of hope and fear of its first month 
of independent existence. No record is 
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known to exist of his comparative staD.d
ing in llis class. His reputation , however, 
for \Vit, genius and elegaut scholarship had 
already extended beyond tile walls of Har
vard. H e was recognized in the cul tivated 
circles of Boston as tlle brilliant scion of 
a prominent family; and Yale, as a com
pliment, perlHlps llnprecedentecl, this same 
year, almost simultaneously wi th his alma 
mater, bestowell on him the degree of 
Bachelor of Arts. He commcnced at once 
the study of law with the Hon . Francis 
Dana of Cambridge. For the three years 
succeeding he pursued his professional 
studies, mingled with more congenial lite· 
rary occupations and the pleasures of social 
intercourse. A remarl,ably brilliant set of 
young men, cotemporaries and intimates 
in college, formed a club, which met stat· 
edly at the rooms of Col. John Tntmbull, 
the young soldier and painter. Among 
those of thi, coterie who became distin
guishe'd in after life, beside Christopher 
Gore and himself, were Rufus King, sub
sequently delegate to the American Con
gress, U. S. Senator, alld Ambas~ador to 
England; William Eustis, Governor of 
kIassachusetts, member of Congress and 
Secretary of War; Aaron Dexter, Profes· 
SOl' of Chemistry and ~Iateria .Medica at 
Harvard, and Thomas Dawes, Just'ice of 
the Supreme CoU\:t of Mass. Such a 
youthful company must have been an effi· 
cient mutual stimulus to intellectual exer
tion, and we do not wonder that Colonel 
Trumbull recalls, with pleasure, the even
ings when in his studio, they " regaled 
themselves with a cup of tea, instead of 
wine, and discussed snbjects of literature, 
politics and war." (Reminiscences, p. 50.) 
He also mentions (page G2) hIS having paint
ed, at this time, a portrait 2·iJrJ length, of 
Royall Tyler. This picture, which would 
now be so invaluable, both for the sllke of 
the artist and the subject, was unfortu
nalely lost some thirty years afterwards, 
destroyed by fire. Particulars, Memoirs, 
page 17. Particulars of Tyler in active 
serv ice in the Revolution , Memoirs, p. 18. 

:all'. Tyler was admitted to the bar in 
1779, at the most gloomy period of the 
war of Independen ce. The business of 
Boston had been nearly ruineo by the J ri· 
tish occ upation and the siege; while the 
presence of hostile fleets on the coast still 

prevented its revi val. Such commerce as 
was possible had heen driven to the more 
distant parts of Mainc, where the building 
of vessels for the privateering serv ice also 
contributed to the activ ities of trade. 
This seems to have imluced him, in the 
first instance, to establish himself at Fal
mouth (now P ortland) fI town which hflv

iug been burned by the ellemy three yelU's 
before, was rapidly rising from its ashes. 
His residence tllere was brief, a.nd would 
oot have been known tile writer, but for a 
notice of him in 'Willis's "History of tile 
Law, the Courts, and the Lawyers of 
:araine," which states that "Royall Tyler 
came to Falmouth in 177D. He was a fine 
scholar and an accomplishcd man. He 
continued but about two years in our 
State." The author gives a short sket ch 
of his life, and adds the following anec
dote: 

"An incident occulTecl during his prac
tice ill Cumberland, which was not a littl e 
annoying to him. He commenced an ac
tion against an officer of a privateer, then 
lying in the harbor, and went aboard with 
the sheriff to have the writ served. But 
the privatecr's-man, not liking the process, 
took up his anchor, and sailed out of the 
precinct, cal'l'ying the attorney and his 
officer with him, whom he landed on Booth 
Bay, and kept on his cruise,-actiog upon 
the classical dictum: "lnte1' nrm(~ silent 
leges . " 

The improving prospect of peace, and 
the revival of business, soon mad e it ex
pedient for Mr. Tyler to retul'l1 to the vi
cinity of Buston. (Intimacy with the fam
ilies of John Adams, Palmers, Quincy, and 
Richard Cranch, in Memoirs, page 20). 

!Ill'. T y ler removed to Quincy, then called 
Braintree, with the intention of id tntify
ing himself permanently with the interests 
of the place. He purchased lancled prop
erty there, and is mentioned by its local 
historian as one of the first who endeav
ored tu supply the pressing want of water
power by erec.ting a windmill on an origi
nal plan of his own. Popular as a lawyer, 
and admired as a wit, Ilis neighbors seem 
nevertheless to have lack ed confidence in 
hi, skill as a millwright.. They made his 
undertaking a butt of their ridicule. :aieet
ing olle day the minister of the village, 
from whom he boped for a more favorable 
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judgment, he asked what he thought of concluded, he theu walked up into the 
his mill. "Very ingenious," replied the pnipit ancl informed them that they 'wcre 
pa.rwu, "and in theory undoubtedly cor- hIS prisoners. He tllCn went on with a 
recto -When I wa.s yonng, I built one just ! long aud earnest speech in refutation of 
like it, and the only fault it had, was tlmt I the lllisrepresentations a.nel c~dumnies 
it would not go." Snch proved to be the against the government, by whi.ch the 
ca,e with 311'. Tyler's also. rank and file bad been led astray; showed 

(Letters from John Adams a.nd also from them that the evils uncler whicll the gov
Urs. Adams, amI ottler interesting matters ernment suffered were the inevitable re
on pages 25, 26, 27, 28, of l\'lelll oirs. 1786, suits of the ex haustio n of the war; that 
(:ourts silenced by armed mubs in the days the Legislature Ilad done, and were ready 
of the "Shay Reoellion," so callcd, in Me- to clo every thing possible to relieve the 
moirs, page 32. Sad disappointments com- popular distress; ,md that instead of pros
me:;cing, i\iemoirs, page 29). ecuting offenders merciless ly,. as alleged, 

The measures ta.ken to suppress the Sh'IY only rcqnired of the non-commissioned 
rebellion, engaged ;\11'. Tyler once more in officers and private soldiers among them 
military service. Jan. 19, 1787, Maj. Gen_ to ~urrender their arms, and a renewal of 
BeDj'lmin Lincoln took command of the the ir o'lth of allegiance. The result was 
forces of the State of lIiassaclluselts. He the instant COllversion of the whole banel 
appointed Royall Tyler his aid-dc-camp, into good citizens, their leaders only being 
with the title of .i\bjor, and in the heart committed to trial for treason. By the 
of one of the coldest of New England middle of February the rebellion was sup
winters took the field, pressing on with pressed in Massachusetts; but th e most 
all speed, to save the arsena.l at Spring- prominent of the rebels had escaped iilto 
field, anel to defeat the insurgents. The the neighboring States, and still deluded 
l'esult is a mf1,tter of history. The fort- their followers that they wonl(1 soon 1'e
night following the defeat of the rebels turn witll such assistance as would make 
was spent in vigorous pursuit of them them successfully take the field. These 
through the blustering storms of winter promises received some support from the 
over the llills of Berkshire, covered witll fact that the political party views of Gov. 
two feet of snow, into New York and Bowdoin, and his administration, were op
"the territory called Vermont. " )1ajor posed, as aristocmtic and tyrannical, to 
Tyler, with a troop of cavalry, Wf1,S active- tho,e in power in the rpst of New Eng
Iy employed in this service. He used to land. To arrest these ringleaders was very 
relate how . on one occasion, he en trapped important; and to do this within the juris
a company of the fugitives in a meeting- diCtion of other sovereign States, obtain
house, Oll Sunday. Thinking themselves ing the (:on~ent and ass istance of the local 
fEU' out of the reacll of pursuit, thcy hat! autho rities, was a service of peculiar deli
stacked their arms outside, leaving but a cacy and difficulty, especially as it was 
single sentinel, who was soon enticed into known that the people very generally sy mI 

the shelter or the porch from the blting Ipathi"ed with the insurgents. By tile act 
wina that swept over the common. TheaI' of the L egislature, the Governor of Massa
leader, like ,I Yankee Cromwell. wa.s hOld- I ellusetts W>tS requested to issue a procla
ing forth from the pulpit to the descen- mation offering a reward for apprehending 
-c1ents of his 1ronsides, on the oppression such of tile ringleaders, or principals, in 
a.nd tyranny of the government and its the present rebellion, as he shall judge 
bloollthirsty resolutiou to hunt down anc! proper, not exceeding £150, fo r anyone 
brillg to the gtl llows every patriot who had of t!.Jem. 
taken up Mms in defence of the people's The Governor issued a proclamation, 
rights. M(!lLnwhile Major-as !.Je was usu- offering rewards for the arrest of Daniel 
ally en.Hed, w hen in l:01ll mand of detached Shay, l!;lij>Lh D<LY and Johu Wiley, as be
panies, Colonel-Tyler, by a rapid march ing "principals, aiders and abettors of this 
through eross-roac!s, Ilad intercepted their horrid and wicked rebellion." IVhen Gen' l 
Tonte, Cjuietly surrounded the house, seized Lincoln received this, at Pittsfielt!, he had 
their muskets and frightened their sentinel information l!.Jat· these persons were in 
into silence. -Waiting until the orator had Bennington county, Vermont, .making 
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their way through Kew York to Canada, 
Whoever should be s8nt in pursuit of them 
would be obliged to apply to the Execu
tives of ='few York and Vermont for au, 
thorityand aid,-a duty exeecdingly deli
cate, for New York claimed Vermont as a 
province of her own, while the latter had 
proelaimed itself an independent State, 
had elected Thomas Chittenden its Gover" 
llor, and had chosen a Lcgislative Council 
and House of Iiepresentatives, then in 
session at Bennington. It had applied for 
admission to the eonfederacy; but Con
gress had not yet acknowledged its inde
pendence by receiving it as a State. He 
determined to send Major Tyler Oil this 
service, fnrnishing him with this letter of 
credence: 

"PIT'I'S]'IELD, Feb, 14, 1787. 
8m :-1 have received from the Gover

nor proclamation for apprehending cer
tain chamcters therein named, whieh proe· 
lamation you will receive hOI'cw-ith, as also 
the of the General Court, on whieh 
it has been founded; and a warrant against 
a number of persons, all of whom havc 
been active in the present rebellion, and 
have taken shelter in the neighboring 
States. I have, therefore, to solicit, Sir, 
that yon would pursue and apprehend 
these dclinquents, and all such powers as 
you may need in executing this commis
sioll, you will please to apply to the Gov
el'llors of the neighboring States for them, 
to whose countenance you are partiCUlar
ly recommended a gentleman to whom 
t,he most perfect respeet and eonfic1enee is 
due, 

I have the honOl' of heing, sir, 
with great esteem. 

Your obedient servant, 
R LI)!COL)!, 

Ron.u, TYLER, ESQ'R. 

To 	 the Commanding o.tficel' of the GOl'em
mental Fomes ,d Adr£1ns : 

Sm:-I send you the enclosed order from 
Gen'] Lincoln, You will please to quarter 
your troops in Adams, as compact as is 
consistent with the nature of your instruc
tions from the commander of the forces, 
I could wish that you would, [or a few 
days to come, issue your provisions in such 
a manner that the troops under your com
mand may have two days' cooked provis
ions; and that you would engage as Ulany 

as will be needed to transport all 

should 

your troops at a minute's warning. :III'. 
,Jones, a respectable chm'actcr, will assist 
you in this, and g'ive yOll advice in other 
matters, as may be convenient. [f you 

be absent, at any time, froUl your 
quarters, please to leave a copy of this 
with the commanding officer 011 the spot, 
that no delay maybe occasioned if I should 
call for any number of your troops, 

Sir, I ,tm your humble servant, 
R. TYUR, V, A. D. 0. 

'Williamstown, Feb. 14, 1787. 
That which prompted these stringent or

ders-to be in constant rcadiness for instant 
start and rapid conveyance, was informa
tion that was hourly reaching him from 
scouts, of the whereabouts of the rebels; 
making it probable that by a sudden dash 
into the tcrritoryof the neighboring States" 
he might sUl'prise and eaptUl'e their most 
prominent leaders, as well as many of the 
rank and file. To this end, an early movc 
was essentiaL but accurate and reliable ill
formi,tioll was equally He therefore 
resolved, with a small guard of picked 
horsemen, to push on to Bennington, 'where 
he expceted to reeeive furtheT reports from 
his emissaries, and hoped to receive aid 
from the Go,'ernor and Legi.slature there 
in session. From;l lengthy and interest
ing report of his proceedings, to Gen. Lin

}Iajor 'l'yler started on his mission early I eoln, we give the following: 
in the morning of Feb. In, 1787. On his "'Cpon my arrival at Bennington, I WU5 

way 11e overtool{ Col. 'Fay, commander of introduced to 1\11'. Tiehenor-the Goytrnor 
the fTonti«r post at ,Villitlll1stown, in thc not being in town, or expected until the 
northwestern corner of Massachusetts. The next day-to the principal eharacters in 
forces at this place, and those at Adams, tile administration of the government of 
five or six miles distant, were placed at his Vermont; to the Judges of the Supreme 
dispof'al, far he might Heed them, for i ,Judicial Court; the Secrctary, the Speaker 
the ,ETcst of the fugitives, They were, in I of the House of Representatives, &e, IV e 
the aggregate, about 50f) men. He deliv- i were in private at CoL BruHh's house, I 
ered Gen'J Lincoln's orders to Col. Fay, I there communicated such part of my pa
and dispatched the following express: I pel's as I judged necessary, They entered 
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fully into OUT design, but seemed to feel i ::"feithe]' nor any other of the more 
mortified that his Excellency, our Gover- •. noted of the fugitives were ever captured. 
nor, had not wrote to Gov. Chittenden. I iStill, .Majo)' Tyler's lllission can by no 
mentioned the act of our Legislature re- i means be regm'ded as a failure. He had 
qnestIng the Governor to write to the au- made so deep an impression on the author
thol'ity of adjoining governments, and we hies of Vermont, in favor of the cause of 
amicably n:solved that his Excellency's dis- order and the govemment of Massaclm
patches must have been intercepted by the setts., that althongh, as we have seen. they 
rebels. They said that the "Slmys" and hcsitated for the time, yet in a few days 

two latter only being in COlll- after he left Bennington, all the reqnests 
pany, had p~ssed throngl] the town a few he Iud made were granted, the procl~!Jla
clays under a feigned name, Ition against harboring, aiding or at)etting 
the two Days publicly with their side-arms. the rebels was issued, and effort made to 
The people here will not, except a few: arrest or disperse them, putting an emden! 
very trusty exceptions, ever serve a war-I stop to their predatory incursions into 
rant, unless the Legislature shall pass an I }Iassaehusetts. The last of thesc, indeed, 
act directing it. I have had a perplexing the last effort of the rebellion-the attack 
instance of this: Luke Day was, i upon the village of Stockbridge tool, place 
half all hour in this town, and I could not, ! on the 27th of February, the day after 
with the assistance of the t'iTS! characters I Major Tyler left Bennington to report him
here. prcvaiJ upon the shel'iiI 01' constable i self to Gen. J.Jincoln at Pittsfield. bume
to apprehend him, I offered to take a , on his arrival there, he was sent to 
depntation myself, but was no inhabitant, ! Stockbridge to obtain full particulars of 
'Whilst we dispnted he moved off. I know I occurrences there; and fro111 thence to Bos
where he lodges, and shall apprehend him I tou, to report to the Governor the stc1tc of 
this evening. I affairs on the western frontier, and the re-

Gen'] Ethan Allen, in my presence, said Isuit of ~is mis8i.an to V cnuont.~c reached 
that those who held the rems of govern- , the capItal the Dth of March, HIS first act 
ment in :llassaclmsefts were 'pack of I' was to send the following note to Judge 
damned rascals:' and that 'there was no Theodore Sedgewick. 
virtue among them, and he did not think! "BOSTON, Monday Morning. 
it wOTth while to try to prevent them that I DEAR Sm:-I have the pleasure to en
had tied into this State for shelter, from i close you several letters from your friends 
cutting down our maple trees,' and the i ill Berkshire. They contain, doubtlessly, 
common people flocked around him as: an account of the dIning attack and inhu
though he had a sight to show. The com
mon sentiment was, that they will shelter 
anybody that applies to any of their houses 
for shelter; and that our quarrel will be 
£10,000 advantage to this State." 

The opposition of the Governor to any 
action of the Legislature, and the almost 
univenml popular sentiment against the 
ar1'e8t of the fugiti ves, effectually defeated 
the ohjeet of :Major T'yler's mission, He 
reports to Lincoln his having ltrrested 
Abram 'Vheeler, but he was SOOl! rescued 
by forty-odd subjects of New York, who 
carried him in triumph to a large mob of 
rehels. "I have mall}' things to communi
cat,e not fit to be trnsted on paper. I only 
say, that there is a certain embryo govern
ment, who are as weak as water; and that, 
in a shor1, time, unle~s they act decidedly, 
",ill be like water spilt upon the ground

man conduct of the rebels at Stockbridge, 
and the happy and complete success of the 
troops of the government. I lllay have 
some little particulars. which your friends 
have omitted to commnnicate. If your 
curiosity is excited, pmy come and see me 
at ~Ir, Palmel"s, head of the l'Opewaik.. 
The fatignes of last night-as I passcd the 
whole of it, in an open sleigh--and a varie
ty of avocations. will excuse my waiting 
upon you. 

Sir, I am yonrs, &e. 
H. TUEIL 

He alw detipatcilcd the following llGte to 
the Governor: 

BOS1'ON, :l'Iareh 5. 1'787. 
Sm :-1 arrived hcre about half-past 4 

this morning. :I'll'. Palmer will hand YOll 

the deBpntches from the Gens. Lincoln and 
Shepherd. :l'laj.-Gen. Lincoln's letter re

not to be fers your Excellency to me for 11 statement 
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of facts. 'Whenevcr you shall please to 
direct my attendan ce, I will wait upon yon 
with punctu~lity. The nature of my COD1
mUllications a.re such, thaI, I cou ld wish to 
-converse ",it.h yOll previous to YOllr meet
ing your cou ucil. 

I am, with the greatest respect, 
10Ul' E xcell ency's most ob't , 

R TYLER 
Governor's reply : 

After this stirring episode in his life, j\Ir. 
Tylc r retumed to his law office in Boston. 
H e evidently kept up his flcquniutallce amI 
correspondence with thoseg'entleillen whom 
he met at Benniugl.on. Til e follo,,-iug Jet
te l', from one of t.he most c\ist.ingl1i8hed 
men of Vermont. we copy : 

" BE;,(NTNGTON, 28 Aug., 1787. 
SIR :- You find, by this t.iille, I dare say. 

tha.t the govel'l11llent of tllis Stal,e has been 
The Govem or's compliments to Major i very friendly Lo yom s. Sncll persons as 

Tyler. H c would be glad to see Ilim , on 
the subject of hi s billet, half all hour pre
vious to the dining hour, which is 2 o'cl'k, 
0 1' wil en it shall he couveuieut to MI'. Ty
lel'. If his brothel', the Colonel, is in 
town, the Govel'llor would be glacl to have 
Ilis company at dinncr to-day. 

Tu esday moruing, 6tll ;)Inrch. 
The result. of his iuterview with the 

Goveruol' aud Council, was the resolution 
on their pa.rt to seud him on a mission to 
the authorit.ies of the State of N ew York. 
He accordingly stnrted next mOl'lling on 
the long and teclious stage· journey to New 
York. He addressed a letter to Gov. Bow
d oin. Extracts as follows: 

" A report prevails here that Shays wi til 
several of hi s officers have been arrested in 
Canad". I ha ve reason to dOll bt thi s. T 
shall meet ,,-ith Major Beckwith, aide-de
camp to Lord Dorchester, at. New York, 
and will endea vor, if it cau be done with 
delicacy, to sound him ,1S to the disposition 
of th e British goverument, as it relates to 
harboring our rebels." 

:Uajor Tyler spent some time in N ew 
York, accomplishing the object of his 
mISSion. The energetic co-operation of 
the au thoritie~ of the borderiug States eu
tirely paralyzed the ilction of the fugitives. 
They meekly H.clmo,,"ledged their errol' and 
sued for pardon of their crimes. Specin.l 
terms of court were held for trial of tll ose 
iu custody. Fourteen were condemued to 
deatll foJ' high treason, and many more t.o 
impriso um ent , fines, whipping aue! the pil
10 1')'. The submission of the rebcls was, 
however, so com plete tlUlt the govemlllcnt 
felt itself strong enough to be merciful. 
N oue of the sentences were execu ted, and 
before t.he summer was over, a.n act of uni
versal amnesty was pH.ssed. Eveu Slla)'s 
himself was permitted to retu rn home un
molested . H e soon removed to Sparta, N. 
Y ., where he died in 1825. 

have been criminals, ancl have acted against 
law and socie ty in gcneral, and have come 
from your ctate to this, we send back to 
you: amI others, who have only took part 
with Shays, we go vern by our laws, so that 
they do not. aud clare no t ma,ke any inroads 
01' devastations in Massachusetts. As to 
the appendix to the Oracles of Reason , 
should you procure £ 18 0 1' <£20 by subscrip
tion, in ready money, it shall be published 
next spring. 

I am, sir, with respect, 
Your humble servant, 

T o MM. T YLER. ETHAN ALLEN. 
" During the year 1788, our father re

mainecl in Bostou, engaged ill t.he practice 
of law, and uo doubt in literary plll'suit~, 
although no productions of this date can 
bc fou nd. The care of the fam ily proper
ty had been left. to him, and mustbave oc
cupied much of his time. An incident 
connected with this is among the fe w that 
can be recalled. Tyler lane or alley had, in 
a. former genenttion , been opened from 
Ann street, t.hrough the family estn,te to 
the to,,-n dock, to be held ancl used by t.he 
public for t.hat purpose only. The to"'u 
lwthoritics, having determined to close the 
lane, proceeded. again st -all'. Tyler's pro
test, to move a slll a ll wooden building upon 
the ground. Nearly 40 years afterwards, 
his son, Gen'l .John c. Ty ler, brought 11 

succcssful suit for the recovery of this 
la m\. Au old mnn WllS found who remem
bered distinctly, that when a long line of 
men and boys were moving the building, 
by " rope a.tt.achell to it, Roya.ll1'yler stood 
on the bouudary of t,his land , forbidding 
them mov iug it a.c ross the line; that he ha.d 
an axe in his hand, and, as they did not 
s top , with one blow he cut the rope. let
tiug th ose who were pulling a t it go head
long, wi th shouts and laughter , to the 
grollnd. 

At this period, the wonrlerful acting of 
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Garrick and Siddons, and the success of to be extant. It belonged to one of the 
Dr. Goldsmith and others as writers of origi nal subscribers, manager of the Bos
comedy, ha d revived in England a taste ton Theatre, by him given to ,Joseph T. 
for the drama. In our larger cities the Buckingham. the editor, and by him given 
stage was well supported; even Boston to Gen. J ohn S. Tyler, the present o\\'uer. 
lmviug so fa.r overcome the prejudices of V\'iguell , to whom the a.nthor gave the 
Puri tanism as to fill the old Federal street copyright, was a comic actor of some 
Theatre, with its wit and fashion. i\Ir. celebrity. He sustaiued the cllaracter of 
Tyler was iutimate with the managers Jonatlum, both in New York fmel "ilbry
and principal actors of this establishment, land. 
and became much interested in dramatic It has, as was then customa.ry, a. list of 
literature and art. the subscribers. This is headed by the hon-

No American play had yet been produced orell nlllue of George WaShington, Presi
on the regular sta.ge, and urged by these deut of the United States, followed by the 
fri ends, he resol ved to attempt a comedy names of most of tile marked men of that 
which should have· the elements of success epoch: Aaron Burr, H. Knox, Canoll, of 

Cal'l'oilton, :Mifflin, President of the Stateas an acting drama, and a.!so be strictly 

national iu plot anel characters. The field of Peunsylvania, Chief Justice McKean, 

was in good measure clear before him. At.t'y Edmund Randolph, Baron Steuben 

The typical Yankee, especially now so and others. 

familiar, had not yet appeared on the stage The prologue, said to be writteu by a 

or in print. young gentleman of New York, opens: 


The general plan which he adopted and "Exult eR.ch patriot heart! thi s night i' shOWl> 
which led to distinguished success, was to A piece whicb we may fairly call our own I 

contrast th e homely, honest plainness· of IWhere tbe proud titles of "My Lord," "YOUl
our native character and breeding with 
the polished , tinselled hypocrisy and vil
lanyof foreign fashionable society. His 
dramatis personrenatmally disposed them
selves in pairs: the two gentlemen and 
their two men-servants, the two mistresses 
and their two maids, etc., and each pair 
being in marked contnl,st one with the oth er 
suggested "The Contrast," as an Rpt tit.le 
to the pIH·Y· 

In the preface it is said to have been un

dertaken and finished in three weeks. 
This mllst have been during the wiuter of 
1788-9. The next spring, at the Park 
Theat.re, New York. it was brought out. 
It took at once, with the _pu1.Jlic, and ha.d 
an unprecedented Hill of several weeks. 

That spring of '89 was a stirring one in 
our cou ntry's hist,ory, and New York the 
centre point of its great.est action. 

"Tlie Cont.rast ; a comedy iu five acts, 
written by a citizen of t.he United States, 
performed with applause at the thea.tres in '{ 
New York, Philadelphia and Maryland, 
and published, (IInder an assignment. of 
copyright, ) by Thos. Wignell. P/'ima" ego 
in Pat'l'imn, aonw dedu:l,i Ve1'tice nmsas. " 

Such is t.he title page as printed the fol
lowing year at Philadelphia. The copy 
before the writer is the only one he knows 

Grace," 
To humble" Mr " and plain" Sir,"give place, 
Our "ulhor pictures not frOlll foreign clim es, 
The fashions, or the folli es of the times; 
But has confin ed the subject of his work 
To Ihe gay scenes, the circles of New York. 

., '." <. " " .,. 
Should rigid critics reprobate our play, 
At least the patriot heart wiil say: 
Glorious Ollr fall , si nce in noble cause, 
The bolel attempt alone deserves applause. " 

[Following the prologue is a full report 
of the play from pRge 70 of memoir.] 

Mr. Tyler also wrote a. fa.rce under the 
title of "Ma.y Day in Town," which was 
brought out., at the same t.ime, as an after 
piece wit.h unusual success. He was pet
ted, caressecl, feast.eel and t.oast.ed, and no 
dOUbt livecl too freely. After his return 
he rust.icated wit,h his mother agai n. a wid
ow living at. Jamaica Plain, and after a few 
visit.s of condolence, we learn no more of 
him for fom 01' five years. 'Why it was 
we could not discover, but his spiri ts 
seemed great.ly depressed. In the spri ng 
of 1790, ilfr. Palmer removed from Boston 
onto a farm in Framingham , Mass., and 
during the summer n'Ir. Tyler called upon 
them t.here, being on a horseback journey 
to Vermout, where, as he info rmed .Miss 
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Mary. ile had determined to start aue\\" in 
life , leaving ilis mother in the care of his 
brother, .John, and relinquishing the Bos
ton property for her use aud snpport. 

II seems to liS now rather difficult to con
ceive ,,-lmt sufficient motive could have in
duced Royall Tylcr to leavc Boston, where 
he harl family and business counection and 
a wide reputation, both professional and 
literary, for the wilds of Vermont. There 
mHy have been matters of personal f~eling, 
of which, in the entire absencc of a.ny let
ter, 01' other docmnent of that date, we 
cannot judg'e, but the "new State" cer
tainly presented peculiar attractions at this 
time. During the war of. independence 
it had maintained a double contest, against 
Great Britain and New York. It had paid 
its soldiers mostly 'in kind' and hall not, 
like other States, contracted heavy debts. 

Taxes promiseel to be light., land was 
cheap and much of it good. The difficul
ties ,,-hich hac! beset the telTitory £01' nearly 
half a century, were all removed by the act 
of Congress, "that on the 4th day of March, 
1791, the said State of Vermont slulll be re
ceived in this union as a new and entire 
member of the United States of Ameri.ca." 

It had been manifest for several years 
that this must be the result, and there had 
been a. large immigration, especially from 
lI{assnchusetts and Connecticut. 

Nor did this consist wholly of 11al'd 
working farmers. T11l'onghont, tile State 
were scattered many men of wealth, enter
prise and cultnre, witil whom Mr. Tyler 
was already acquainted. ,V11erever 11e at
tended sessions of the courts, 11e was wel
comed, not only by able lawyers, but. by a 
circle of wits a·nd scholars, with wbom his 
l'iI,re gifts of genius rendered him a. univer
sal favo ritc. 

In t·he SUlllmer of 1700, lVIr. Tyler visited 
Vermont, probably for the first time since 
tbe Shay's afbir. This time he ascended 
the valley of the Connecticut to Windsor, 
where t.he Supreme Court WaS in session . 
In January following, he established him
self in the middle of the town of Guilford, 
Windham County. _. 

This township had had a singular history. 
Chartered in 1754, by New Hampshire, it 
afterwards threw off alJegiance to that. col
ony, a.nd refusing submission to Vermont, 
became in effect an independent republic. 

The liberty its citizens enjoyed proved so 
attractive to sett lers, that it soon became 
the most populous town in the ::It.at.e. So 
it was when lIIl'. Tyler selected it as ilis res
idence. "Yet.," says T11ompso ll , in his 
Gazetteer of Vermont, "there was not, a 
single villag'c in the township, or ra ther the 
whole township was a village, all the hills 
nnd valleys werc smoking with huts." At 
the centre, however, in 1791, a small haUl
let wit.h meeting-house, tavern, storc a,nd 
shops ilad sprung up. Rev. lVIr. Woollage 
was the Congregat.ional minister, Edward 
and James Houghton the merchants, with 
cultiva ted families, and here Royall Tyler 
est.a.blishecl himsel f as the lawyer of the 
place. 

In a small a.ccount book, he kept during 
this year, the first entry is .Jan. 15th: from 
the cilarges it appears his practice rapidly 
extended through the connty. He attend
ed the courts not only of 'Windham, but 
tile adjoining counties. In Benningt.on, 
during the RUmmel', 1792, he renewed many 
of his fonner acquainta.nces, and after the 
adjournment of court, drove down into 
Berksilirc County, }\fass., to visit at Stock
bridge his friend ,Judge Sedgewick. 

Another att.raction doubtless led him ill 
this direction, and induced him t.o continue 
his jOllrney to New Lebanon, N. Y. His 
stea.clfast friend and devoted admirer, MaI'V 
Pa.lmer, w11om, not improbably, he alread}' 
hoped to make his wife, was spending tbe 
year there with a brother of her mot.her. 
She was now seventeen, and unquestion
a.bly was it very lovely and beautiful g·irl. 
It required much explanation of byg~onc 
relationships to convince t.he uncle and 
aunt of the propriety of }\fiss Mary's warm 
greet.ing of a. fashionable gallant. 

Uncle Hunt had heard of Royall Tyler , 
as a gay young man and author of tbe 
"Contrast," a play in which he greatly de
lighted, and after the visit he seldom sat 
down at home without bringing out a print.
ed copy and reading from it, t.ill his wife de
clared she almost knew it by heart. 

1I'lr. Tyler returned to Guilford and at
tended the fall sessions of the courts. 
The next winter he made his promised 
visit to his friends, the Palmers, in Fram
ingham, with a fine pair of black horses, 
wh-ich, with his accu stomed facetiousness, 
he had named "Crock and Smut." He 
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now a.cknow ledged to 1'Iiss :\'la.ry, who had I It \'\"as at Charlesto,vn tha t he formed 
rct.umed home, that since he SU"\"l' her at th e acquaintancc of Joseph Dennie , [spicy 
her uncle's he harl determined in his own [ letters ill correspondence between Tyler 
mind that it was 'Iuite indispensable to his and Dennie, on 90 to 92 page" of ~'[<;moir,] 

hHppiness that she should bc~ome his wife. I who became h~ S .most intimate. friend. 
He dId Hot ask for aD': set tlDle : he nwst Thomas and Cal'llsle bad esta.blIshed a 
pre]l'lre a cage before 1;8 took his' bird , and l magazi ne at Walpole, which had now 
118 lHld a prospect of obtaining <1 house in I taken the name of "The Farmer's\V'eekly 
the spring. but some time lllusL elapse be- ! Museum, or Lhe Ncw Hampshire and Ver
fore it could be finished and furnished. i mont Joul'llal, " on "'hich DGllnie \"as em-

No stage lines were as yet established, . played, firs t as eontriuutor and after,,'al'ds 
and all travel was 1)3' horseback in summer as editor. The success of this periociical 
alld sleighillg in wintel'. was unprececlenteci. " Dennie," says Jos

i)-h. Tyler left his affianced bride and re- eph T. Buckingham in his reminiscences, 
t\ll'nccl to his clients in Vermont. It ap- "was aided in his task as editor, by Royall 
pears from his docket at the June ierm of Tyler, t.hen a lawyer in Guilforci, Vt.. \\'ho 
1793, he had 62 cases, 82 new entries. f\ll'ni shed all those agreeahle and humor
November term, 48 entr ies, 22 new ones. ous articles, p\ll'porting to come from the. 
An extensive and growing practice, with a shop of Messrs. Colon and Spondee. For 
reputation for literary ability already es- three years succeeding Lilis alTangement 
tablished: gifted with rellHI.rkable powers the 'JIusellOl hac1no rival. Its circulat.ion 
as an orator , overfiowinQ: with wit and extended from Maine to Georgia. ;''l.lc1 it. 
humor, genial and social, llis acquaintance was more richly supplied with original 
soon extended throll.ghout the State. It is i communications of a literary c;haraeter 
the univel'sa.l testimony of his cotempo- tha.n any other paper that ha.cl th en, or has 
raries, that no one ever acquired more since, been publishecl in the United States." 
rapidly tile love and con.fi dence of the peo- These contributions to the Museulll ,,'ere 
pIe generally, or of the mC'mbcrs of the to iHI'. Tyler a mere amu sement of leisure 
bar. moments, the outcome and overflo" of 

The intercourse between the towns ou an exuberance of wit and humor. He 
the opposite sides of thc Connecticut was had however planned and "'liS engaged 
constant nnd inlimate , and MI'. Tyler's UPOil works of a more serious import. 
praetice extended into New Hampshire. He hac! secured and furnished n house 
It cIJallc~d on one occasion about Christ, in Guilford. Twice during the SUlllmer he 
mas time, he was attending court at, visited his wife and boy. (HoyaJ1 Tyler 
Chn rlestown, t.he Episcopal parish tilere and Miss Palmer were married in Framing-
was vaca.nt, and some of the lawyers, hav- ham.) The young husband at. Guilford 
ing heard thai he hacl written sermons for wa.ited a.nxiously for the sleighing, then 
the Guilford people on oue oc(;asion of tbe indispensible for the transportation of 
minister's absence, he was strongly lll'ged ladies, children and uaggage. 
by bel1ch and bar to concluct chlll'ch ser- The winter proved mild, nor was it till 
vice on the ensuing Snnday, and also on Febrnary that Master Hampdell , (Mrs. 
Cilristl1las day. Both his reading of the Tyler's brother, H. P"lmer, a law student 
service and the sermons \Vere greatly ad- with T.yler,) drove "Crock and Smut" 
m.ired. In narrating this incident he was once lllore into the farm,yard at Fra.ming' 
"\"I'Ont to say, ,. After this I was stron gly ham. All was now huny and bust.le to 
urged to turn my thoughts to the Church start for home, in horrible dread of a thaw, 
and prepare to take orders, being assured which might postpone Vermont house
that I had mistaken my vocation, that it keeping for yet anotlJer year. All went 
was my bounden duty to turn my talents well, with bright, cool weather and capita.l 
that way, etc., ·and it would have been rest roads, they drove the first day 30 miles, 
to my soul, at that time, had I dared, but the third brought them home in the eve
a consciou sness of having lived too gay a ning. They crossed the Connecticut on 
life in my youth, made me tremble lest I the ice near the site of old Fort Dummer, 
should in some way bring disgTace upon and stopped for supper at Squire Howe's, 
the sacred cause," at Vernon. This man was a baby at the 
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time of tile massacre by the Indians, dur
ing tb e French war. His father was killed 
and tile whole family cal'l'ied captives to 
Canada. They were subsequently ran
somed. [See history of V m'non, to follow. 
ED.] The mother, known in story as " the 
fair captive," who ma.rried Amos Tute, 
was now once more a widow, and residing 
with her son, the squire. She was, of 
CO \l!'se one of the celebrities of the country, 
and the travelers enjoyecl not ouly a good 
fire and a substantial supper, bu" a.n ac
count from the heroine's own lips of tbe 
terrible sufferings of that march through 
the woods to Quebec. As tlley made their 
way over the Guilfo nl hills, Mr. Tyler de
scri bed to his wife the society to which be 
was about to in t.rodnce her. " Open, hos
pi tlLble and friendly, t.hey have no distinc
tion among them," he said. "If t.bey have 
a social party the whole neighborhood are 
invit·ed. 'We have two merchants , the 
Messrs. Hougbton>, two physicians, D r. 
Stevens and Dr. Hyde, one lawyer, your 
humble servant, all men of education, a.nd 
their wives and families well-bred country 
people. There are several well-to do me
chanics who aim to trea t company equally 
well. In fact, my dear, you will find it a 
truly pl'imitive state of society and if you 
have any adequate idea of tbe heart.\ess
ness of the world in general, you will re
joice in the friendly simplicity of these 
people, among wh om T have spent three or 
fo Ul' of the happiest years of my life, and 
I rely upon you to continue and even t.o 
acid to the high opinion tbcy have formed 
of me. " 

Mrs. Tyler was received wi th open
hearted kindness by the neighbors around 
her first Vermont home, forming devoted 

a gerund , and have all your best passions 
called fo rth by an in terjection? I must tell 
you about this business. 

In the beau pursuits of early life, i t was 
necessary that I should teach gramm ar to 
a young lad y. But the pretty Miss ha.cl 
contracted an avcrsion to everything that 
savored of study an d science. She did 
not lack in tellect, and to amuse her into 
reading was the great object. I accord
ingly wrote a grammar in n8um puellrJ!, and 
being forwarded in twelve let ters, folded 
as billet doux, she condescended to read_ 
To g ive you some irlea of the work-the 
fundamental rules were illustrated by ex
amples from the most. approved and enter
taining English authors. and sometimes by 
stories of my own. A lover at the fe eL of 
his mistress, gave a passionate example of 
interjection; a lad y crown ed her favored 
lover 's virtuous wisbes in the passive 
voice, and dismissed an unsuccessful ad
mirer in the imperative mood. Thus every 
rule of syntax was assoc iated with some 
pleasing a.necdote, brilli ant quotation, or 
quaint observation, wh ich fam iliarized the 
stubbom rule to a mind open only to th e 
amusing and pleasing; 0 1', in the sLyle of 
Fontaine, "t.!llIS the thom of science was 
decorated with the roses of fancy." 

Doubtless this wOI'k would need much 
emendation, bnt T believe it pl'acticable to 
edit a grammar which shall be reac]," 

The first draught. retained by ~lr. Tyler, 
f rom which this copy is made. thns su d 
denly ends. and wilh it thi s entertaining 
if not important conespondence. With 
equal suddenness, Nancrede, either by 
death. or failure, (as tradition states) d is 
appears from our view. (Nancrcde was a 
publi sher of books in Boston. As the long 

friendships which cont inued unbroken , . correspondence of Tyler with him throws 
ti!l one by one they have all passed awa.y. considerable ligh t. upon the do ings of lIIr . 

It will be no ticed that in his comic Tyler, we regret that we ca nnot give it 
grammar, [we refe r for explana.t.ion to t.he entire.)" After repeated volleys of wit ~nd 
COl'l'esponclence with .Joseph Nancreed , in argument, some more 01' less satisfactory 
'jlemoir,] Jlr. Tyler 3nticipatcll by morc ' adjnstment of th e old quarrel of autllO r 
t.han hal f a. century , the comic histories 
and comic Blad:~toncs , with which we 
have been surfeited during the last twenty 

years. 
" You are fl thorough grammarian, but 

did you ever see an amusing, sportive, el)
tert.ain ing gmmmar? Did you ever lrmgh 
oyer a conjunction copUlative, weep ovcr 

a.nd prin te r would probably have bee n 
reached, between the COll rteous knight.s of 
the pen and of the press. 

'When :Mr. Tyler'S location ill Gui lford 
was made, it was the mo, t populous town 
in the State; but already Brattleboro be
gan to g ive some fa in t promise of becom
ing the business place of t hc cou nty. T he 
follow ing letter describes the new home: 

--- - -._----_. 
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" BRATTLEBORO, March 18, 1801. 
.* * .>r * .:f ,x-

H ere we are in quiet and com· 
plete possession of our new farm;" after a 
most fati guing fortnight of moving', and 
to add to our fatigue, the baby and little 
Mary have hath been very sick . The lat
ter :vas so indisposed, when we removed, 
thai it. was thought to be accompanied 
by some risque, even by her physician; 
but the earnest wish of all the family, and 
the dread of the snow leaving us, over
came all apprehensions, and on the 3d 
mst. we came here bag and haggage. The 
children are now so far recovered as to al
low us, for the first time, to hunt up our 
writing materials and address a line to 
you, who, next to ourselves, we apprehend 
will enter most fully into our enjoyments. 
If I had Sophia's tongue, or l\1ary's enthu
siasm, I might give you a description of 
this farm in some measure equal to their 
ideas of it; but as the purchasing of a 
farm is entirely :Mary's, and I have some 
fears of our success in yeomanry, I can
not write with the spirit, the subject , they 
suppose, merits; so you will look for the 
raptures and the beauties fro m them, while 
I detail you a little homespun fact. The 
farm we have purchased is in a retired 
spot, upon. the brow of a large hill, about 
one mile, as the road !l.oes, from the [West] 
Brattleboro meeting-h ouse; though we 
have a shorter cut through our own 
grounds, which reduces the distance half. 
The farm consists of abou t 150 acres, the 
greatest part of which~indeed, upward 
of an hundred acres is well fenced and 
under good improvement. W e have wheal. 
and rye now in the ground, springing up 
as the snow leaves it, and promising a suf
ficiency of those o-rains for our bread and 
pies. We have two large orcha.rds, and 
two smaller ones coming on, a.nd expect 
to make some 50 or 60 barrels a f cider; 
and, in a few years-as the orchards are 
young ami thrifty-we may reasonably 
expect to make '100 barrels per year. We 
have plenty of good pasturing and expect 
to cut hay enough to winter 30 head of 
cattle. Our neighbor, Mr. P eck, takes 
the farm, at present, at halves, and, with 

*The place now owned (1878) and occu
pied by Gi lbert Smith, Esq., on the hill where 
was built the first meeting-house in this town. 

F 

his family, has removed to our farm·hou se, 
about a quarter of a mile from us. 

:M:rs. P eck is an excellent dairywoman, 
and he is a regular farmer. He has n hired 
man w ith him, and I have hired a young 
man, active and stout, who in busy sea
sons will assist Mr. Peck, so that. without 
reckoning boys and extra help, we shall 
a lways have three stout men for fa.rming 
work. W ith the farln , we purchased farm
ing tools , young cattle, hogs, poultry and 
23 shecp, who have now increased t·he 
flock by 8 lambs; and it would amuse you 
to see Sophia and the children surrounded 
with sheep, lambs, geese, turkeys and hens, 
feed ing them from t.heir hands. 

The house is entirely secluded from a 
view of any neighbors; though on the 
crown of a hill it is yet in a hollow. but 
the necessary buildings around it gi~e it 
the air of being a little neighborhood: a 
large barn and shed, corn-barn. cha.ise
house, smoke-house, ash-house, etc. 

The house is somewhat similar to ,Judge 
.Jones, in Hinsdale, which I think you ob
served , an upright part with a handsome 
portico, two handsome front rooms, well 
finished, papered a.nd painted; and two 
handsome chambers over them; back, is a 
sitting room and by the side of it a room 
fo r my office, which has a door into the 
sitting-room and another out of doors, so 
that ingress may be had independent of the 
hOllse; back of the sitting-room a good 
kitchen, from whence you go into two bed
rooms, one fo r the boys, and the other for 
the maids, and overhead a meal granary ; 
a nd over the sitting-room an apartment for 
our hired man and boy: back of the ki t-ch
en is a long wood-house, about 20 feet of 
which makes a slimmer wash-room , and 
here stu.nds the water-trough, cOllstant.ly 
supplied with plenty of excellent. water . 
In front of the house is a fruit ga.rden, 
peaches, plums, etc. , but the form er will 
not beaT until next year. 

On one side of the house is a ki tchen 
garden, with a good asparag us beel and 
plenty of cUlTa.nts, red , white and black 
and large English gooseberries, on th~ 
other side is a flower garden. 

Next the house runs a sma.ll brook, on 
the other side of which is a grass plot. set 
out with young fruit trees, chiefly plums. 
We ha.ve on the place a plenty of common 
cherry trees and four fine blackheart cher

http:cOllstant.ly
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ry trees neal' the front windows. "IVe have 
also, pea.r trees and j)each trees which 
bca.r. and (juince bushes. 011 the place we 
may gather cmt.loads of ches tnuts, no wal
nnts. but. <I sufficiency of uut.tCl'llut". In a. 
word . if one call love a ret.ired furmcr's 
life. her'" you may have it t.o perfect.ioll. 

For HI! we live (lowlI. 01' mther lip a 
IUDC . you will s(,.>tl'('cly sec threc persons 
passin as many clays. VYe cannot see a 
sill!,d e hOllse. even from 0111' chamuer win · 
clows. not evcn our f>1r01 -holl se. hut. thai' is 
prcttily ;;itIlRt.ccl , there yOIl m>1y sec pcrhaps 
30 llOliSCS. an(l if we elimu Ollr orchard W<J 
can set t.he CO Ull 1:1')' 30 milcs arou nd. 

I think thii' pla.ce 11l1lY b<J madr com
fortnhle anel el'cn pleasing, but. the house 
can lHWer uc made t.o look hanclsome. tha t 
is. 011 t.ltl' outside, \l'it.hi n . to he SlI re, if \I-e 
shllt the winclow~, or look inl o th e gardcn , 
il docs tolcrahl~·. hilt Ihe bOilS\; i, in a hol
low, 'Inel n 1101I S~ III a hole cannot look well 
frcl!D abroad . hili Ihen ii i,:. a home and lIas 
a thotlsH nd pJc.:lsRnt things, fruitful fi elds, 
n'iHl cleliciow; fruits about, thrown together 
ltig-gl cdy, pig·gledy." 

By thi, rel1101'nl hi~ len years resiclcn ('.l' 
in Gn il fo rd ended. They h~d nOlv foUl' 
children, TIoy,dl. a bout six years old. ,John 
S., fOlll'. :Mnry , two. and Edward, an il!
fant. 

1\[rs. Tyler's brot.her, John Hamden Pal- , 
mel' , had been, until now. a member of tb e 
family, but was aboul tltis time admitted 
to !.lIe bar auu seWed '11 -Woodstock. Her 
youngest sister , Soph ia , aged 14, had been 
virtually adopt.ed as a daugbter. For a 
year or more ..John Tyler, his nephew, had 
been a stunent in his office, but. had aban
doned the law for what proved a very SllC

cessfnl business in Boston. He bad also. 
although secretly, as a student . the Rev. 
n'[r. Wollage, whose temper hehac1former
Iy ruffled by invading his pUlpit. This 
gentleman "'as admitted to practice, and 
<lfterwards oscillated Ol)ce or twice uetween 
the two professions, sacred aud profane, 

Three new judges were appointed for 
the Supreme Court, Oct.ober 1801, but they 
were not selected on account of their polit
iCill opinions,. l)ut on aCCOUllt. of their sup
posecl qualifications for the office. Those 
thus elected uy fl.n adverse 'Legislatll1'e were 
.Jonathan Robinson , Royall Tyler and 
Stephen .Jacol.J-Robinson being t.he Chief 
Justice. 

As Dist.rict Attol'l1ey for Windham 
County. ;VII'. Tyler had been obliged to at
tend t.he 'Legisla.ture, allcl had thus extcnd
ed his acquaintfl.nce through the State, 
His pract.ice also hild t.aken him to the 
co l11't.s of nea.rly evcry county. His legal 
reput.ation ant; the pecnlia.r charm of his 
manners no elouut. led to this result. 

The same .iudges were re-elect.ecl in the 
fall of 1802. The constant int.ercoursc of 
II year had already induced between them 
a rema.!'kaulc degree of inti}uacy und per
sonal regarc! . There seems to be some
thing in the brotherhood of the bench 
singuhLrly conduc ive to such scnt.iments, 
and ill t.heir case there was much previolls 
<1.ntagonism and preconceived dist.rust t.o be 
overcome. J acob, indeed , lIad long been 
a friend of .Judge T yler, ha.ving often en
tcrtainexl him as a guest. whell ilttending 
r:Ol11'ts at Windsor. With th e Chief Jus
tice, on the contmry, he had had, before 
they met upon the uench, but a slight ac
qua.intance. a nd t.hey were for different 
r ew;on" more or less ullfavorably prepos
sc<sed in regftrd to eac1.J other. Mr. Tyler, 
pl'Obauly, shared t.he prejudices of his 
frienel , Gov. Tichenor. They had, more
nvcr. belonged to the opposing political 
parties at a lime when party spirit ran so 
high as to be a serious bar to social in ter
course and to a just mutual apj)rcciatioll. 
Robinson hac! long known of him as the 
writer in "The F armer's Museum," of sa t. 
irical poems, pointed epigrams and polit
ical squibs against the R epublicans; but 
more than all this, being himself a strict 
religionist of the Calvanistic ancl Hopkin
sian ~chool, he had been led to regard Mr. 
Tyler as a man of the worln, unregenerate, 
and in short," little better than one of the 
wicked. ,. Whell urought together, how
ever, in their present close relations, they 
found each other as goon men often do in 
such cases, so far from a.ntipathetic, tha.t 
they coalesced at once, forming a friend
ship for life. The Chief Justice reta ined 
his office until, in 1807, he was electecl (.0 

the Senate of the United States. While he 
\vas in W a.shillgton tbey corresponded COn
stantly, and in one of his letters the Sena
tor refers to their early prejudices against 
each other, how soon they passed away, 
and related an incident of the rel igious 
discussions into which they fell during 
their early intima.cy. One of the points of 

http:intima.cy
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H opk insianislll that. had been much cle
ba.ted between them, was the alleged neccs
sit.y, as eviclence of regeneration, that one 
should be willing t,o be lost ('temally if it, 
were for the glury of God. 

Jndge Tyler, cl e t,a inccl from C.O\llt Oll ulle 
occasion, wrote to ,Judge ,Jacob nud re
quested him to inform (.he Chief ,Justice 
" LlJat he rcally hegan (0 hope that. hc had 
made some Iit.tle ~p iritllal ]lrngn's~;" fo r, 
although he cou ld not. hOl'lIlst ly say that he. 
was Iyiiling to lJc damned lIim<;elf, l'ven if 
it were needful fo/' the glor}' of the AI-

You need never say anything aboul.nel've 
in congressmen, for th ey ha.v(' none. Thnt 
spirit. of cupiclity, t.he Ila.tural offspring of 
commcrce, the cown.rdice so pnwalent in 
wcak minds, and the lllRlicc of 'Federal 
i' m , like the tbrce lw,adecl monst,cr Cerbe-
HIS, an: t,oo powcrful for t,lJ e purc in hca rt 
t·o overcome. 

Of lVar, let no man spea k, for Wf' shall 
have none, lIDless Brit<lin in l'ado LI S, ancl 
then I slmll. ha ve my doubts , since tlw City 
of Nell' Y or ic hns played "God Sa.ve t,lI e 
King," a t t.he npproaeh or (lIe Copenhagen 

mighty, yet. he hel ieved thai hy greet! ct- I ,Jack~on . 

fo rt hc hDrl ne"r)y o/' 'lui te attn.illccl to a I Good God, can iIumnll nnlure posses$ 

sincere wil1ingllcs~ f,ha t in sHch n·n exig:. 'nry I' 

Bro. Robin sOll sh ould bc .lnmllod. ·' 
Some two OJ' tlIJ'el' ye;1,rs lI fter Cbief ,Tus

tice HolJinsOll wa ~ t:i.-eted L'nitr'll S()\tI~" 

ScnatoT from V('1'UlOOt. Ch i('f ,Jils ticE' 
Tyler received fl'O!ll llim the [oll ov, ing 
leUpr' 

",V,\f'}j[;-<C<TO;';:, Feb. 4, uno. 
Dear 8i1':-You spL'ak We'll of Bro. Fay, 

as a judge I hHd ll e'ver any rlo ullt ei t,ll('r of 
his honesty, clelll'lle'.' of per(;('pt.i on, leg-ill 
know ledge or pa.ti e' IlcC', so essential for a 
judge, but feared he might, be' too legal, in 
other words, mighl give too g reat weight, 
to tedllJicftl prec ision, ;\Jt'.hOLlgl! nscful , yet 
not wholly essenti,l l in administering im 
part.ial justiet' t·o ignol'f\n\ but. honest suit,
ors. But I knew you aud Bro, Herrington 
would sta.nd as a check. I was always 
pleased with you morc tlIon I ever ex
pressed on t.hat, account, because it is a 
bright gem in the character of a court law
yer, not to lay too much stress on the man
ner of act.ion or of plea,cling. ,Vhen we 
cOllie to be judged for our judgments, my 
friend, t.lte question will not be whetlter 
we pmsued legal forms or teehnica,l nice
ties, but have you heard the cry of the 
poor and relieved them fI~om tbeir oppres
sors, But I hope that the philanthl'Ophy 
of Bro, Fay and yourself w ill prevent all 
unpleasant results because he does not carry 
the Hopkinsian doctrine to that loft.y pin-. 
nacle of revelation and philosophy to 
which you so justly and rationally aspire. 
In one thing, I fear, he will never be able 
to arrive to equal resignation, which you 
once expressed, even willingness to see Bro . 
Robinson damned. However, good men 
of all f,tit,hs, 'will, T hope, be accepted if 
their heart.s are but right. ~..,,~.~ 

suc.h <l epravit,y' 
Ask 13/'0, Fay if tlJi~ is Jlot ~vi(kll(' ( ' of 

(lll f' of the Ii '/c pnillts-t.IIE' tot.al depravity 
of Llw hUllHln heart. y 

Hr,cl)lle('t me to all my friends, and as 
,1'0lI will now be all the ground, carry my 
best res pec ts to )[rs. HoiJinson, and do lIer 
t.l e honor of (hinking tea wit.h her OIl my 
aC('O llnt, and <:all on lsaac-* for a pipe of 
tuba cco. 

Your atl'ectionatr· friend, 
.rONA. ROBINSON ," 

BON, ROYALL TY1,l!;Ict, 

Wh en there \Va,s a t, ie "ot·e in the Senate 
\I pan the IVa.\' meH~U res, in 1812, SenlHor 
Robill son again wrote t,o Tyl er a letter 
from which we give extracts: 

" Vh SHJNG 'l'ON, ,Jnne 15, 1812, 
Dear B1'o, 1'ylM':-Yours of t.be 5th ,June 

is received, and it brea t.lIes the same spirit 
whiell my !teart echoes, but a las, Tfear the 
c rown has fallen from our heads. In D en
mark, in some late proceedings , I have heeo 
informed, tbey stood on a very important 
vote 16 to 16. All things were palsied. 
The responsibi lity was great. Men trem
bled, it, was believed some person WOUld, 
on the next vote, j oin wit,h the Executive, 
and victory would be obtained, but letters 
anived from one of the nortbel'll hive, that a 
certain g rea.t Scriptlll'e J ester wou ld arrive 
on the 15th and untie the knot, of course nIl 
was delay and the fears of the administra
tion party increased. T drop the metaphor 
and tell you Gen, Braclleyt ia expected tlJis 
evening, and 0\1 1' fate will soon be known, 
vVe must sing the sailor's song, " God in 
----+-------------------~---------

"'Isaac Tichenor, elected Go\'. in 1808, 
tHon. Stephen Rowe Bradley, Senator from 

Vermont. 

-~---- -- ________ ...J..._____________ ____ 
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Heaven have mercy on us," none but Him 
can save us now. 

I can say no more. . I hope in two days to 

tell you the fate of the nation." 
Again he writes: 
" Bradley did not arrive on the 15th 01', 

16th, and on the 17th tile opposition were 
still talking against time, but had exhaust
ed every pretext for delay. ~ 

The Senators have been looking to the 
windows as the stages come in, to see if 
Bradley was come. All is a.nxiety. I t is 
four o'clock and the Senate has !lot yet 
taken the question. I want a pipe, and I 
want my dinner, but I cannot start, tack 
01' sheet, until I see, as Bro. Herrington 
says, "the last dog hung." 

Recollect me to Mrs. Tyler, the boys and 
girls and to Miss Sophia. Keep this letter 
to yourself. I cannot continue while Gor
man is murdering langua.ge in an endless 
speech, which sounds more discordant to 
my ears than the thundering ca.·nnon did 
37 years ago this day, when I hemd more 
than 200 of t.hem in my cornfield in Ben· 
nington. 

I have done. 
Your friend, 

JONA. ROBINSON." 

To JUDGE TYLER. 
At another time came from Robinson, 

the following: 
"No man in Congress has a dOUbt of my 

unreserved .determination to foster ener
getic measures, and sometimes when I find 
of what timber we are made, I am sick of 
the whole species of man. But why 
should I wonder ? I have always believed 
them totally depraved as well as very pur
blind in their mental perception. The last, 
however, is no further a crime than as it 
arises from depraved minds which' are un
favorable to rational enquiry. 

The question, are you in earnest, has 
been bandied about so much of late, that 
we are all sore on the subject. It was be
gun by the Federalists, the g rumbling Dem
ocrats ask the same thing. Is the Execu
tive in earnest? And now the question 
echoes back aga.in, are the Senate in ea.rn
est; if so, why delay for ten days the ap
pointment of Gen. Dearborn as commander 
when the President wants his aid to ar
range the army? But Mr. Bradley does 
not like Dearborn, nor Giles, nor several 
others, and the whole Federal phalanx are 

against him. This is to paralyze meas
ures and then throw the fault on the Exec
utive. 

Such is the sourness of some, a.nd the 
meanness of others, tilat it. requires more 
philosophy than I possess to bear it, etc. " 

On the outside of this letter, the worthy 
Se!lfltor has described his idea. of the scene 
of its reception by their Honors, the 
Judges of the Supreme Court of Vermont, 
in these words: 

"Bro. Tyler filled his pipe and saId, 
'Come, Brethren, let us see what Bro. 
Robinson has to say.' Reads. Bro. F ,.y 
spits and says, 'Bro. Robinson is as cross 
as the devil.' ',Veil,' sa.ysBro. Herring
ton, 'I feel easy about it, it is a pack for 
their backs, not mine.' Bro. Tyler smiled, 
and filled his second pipe." 

In Hall's history of Eastern Vermont, . 
we find the following narration: 

"He," (R. Tyler,) " presided as side judge 
of the Supreme Court of Vermont, from 
1801 to 1806, when he was chosen chief 
judge. This position he retained until the 
year 1812. Pa.rty strife and ill health com· 
bined were the causes which prevented him 
from being chosen to fill this office for a 
longer period. From the year 1815 to 1821, 
he was register of probate for ,Vindham 
County, and this, it is believed, was the 
last public station he was called to occupy." 

An idea of the originality of his style 
and manner in arguing a case under cir
cumstances calculat.ed to produce embar
rassment, may be gained from the follow
ing anecdote: 

" At a cOllrt lleld in Newfane, he under
took his first case ,.fter he left the bench .. 
He had not practiced for a long Lime and 
many of the lawyers at the bar had never 
heard him address a jury. 

At the period referred to, tile disease of 
which he died, a cancer on the left side of 
t,he nose, near the eye, caused him to wea.r 
a pat.ch of black silk on his face, which did 
not tend to improve his appearance. The 
case was one of importance, involving the 
property of his client, a certain Mr. Rich
a.rdson. 

The opposing counsel in presenting their ' 
pleas, made frequent reflections upon the 
ex-Chief Justice, declaring that his fac
ulties were failing, that he had a. disease 
about him a.nd that he had been turned 
from the bench for incapacity. 

http:calculat.ed
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During the delivery of these sentiments 
J udge Tyler sat within t.he bn,r, taking no 
notes and apparently obliviolls to what was 
pa~s i ng around him . 'When the t.ime came 
for him to address thc ju ry , he rose in his 
place, and tUl'Di ng his back upon the twelve 
men whose minds he was rlesirous of inftu· 
encing, call ed OU(. to his client, 'Richarel· 
son! corn e here ! ' R ichal'rlson started up in 
great astonishment., and made his way 
through the croweled court·room to the 
railing w ithi n which th e lawyers sat. 
'Richardsou ! ' said ,Judge Tyler, turning 
to that individual, who was exceedingly 
surprised at the oddity of the proceedings, 
, go home! t.here is no use of your staymg 
here ' I thought you had a case, a good 
case! ' He then went on , w ith h is back to 
t.he jury anel judge, to tell his client all 
the strong poi uts of his <;ase, making it 
very pla.in. or, at least , making it appear 
that Rk harrlson had been basely abused 
by. the lawyers on the other side. 

'But,' sairl he, in conclusion, 'I was 
mistaken in supposing you had any rights 
that could be mainta.ined. It appears you 
have no case because my fac ult.ies are fail· 
ing, a.nd what is worse, you have no case 
at all , because I have this patch on my 
nose. Go home! go home ! I can' t be ex
pected to say a word to the jury under 
such circumsta nces. ' Wit·h these words 
Judge Tyler sat down. 

The opposing counsel were d um bfounded 
at. this mode of attack , but the jury w ere 
only out long enough to make up for Rich
a.rclson a most satisfa.ctory verdict." 

.Judge Dan'l Kellogg was a young law
studeut, at. Newfane, with his brot.her-in

law, Gen . .NLutin Fi clrl, and was one of 

the audience in the court-room ,~t the tim e 

of this occurrence, as related ill the fo re


. going. In relating the afl'ttir to us, a short 

time p revious t·o h is death , be said, " the 

counsel opposing T yler, uudert.ook to 


j mn.ke it appear t.he case never woul d have 
been broug ht into 	 the court by Mr. Tyler 

J 	 had it been presented to him before the 
decay of his faculties, bu t now, in his pi t
iable dilapidated condit.ion of body an d 
mind, anything he might cl o was excusable, 
provided justice to the parties was main
tained. Never," said ,Judge Kellogg, 
" in all my long experience in court, did I 
witness so laughable .an affair, and one so 

difficult to properly describe, or in other 
words, make one see it as I did ." 

About 52 years have elapsed since the 
death of HOIl . R. T yler, he being at that 
t ime about. 68 years of age, according to in 
scrip tion upon his monument in Prospect 
Hill Cemetery, in the East village of Bi'at
tleboro. 

HOY ALL TYLER 
Reip v Mo nt CU1' Sup Jurid, 


Prine. 

j[01'tem OMit 


D IE XVI. AUG. ANNO DomNI 
~IDCCCXXVI. 

E tatis SUfJ.(; 
LX VIII. 

[Jqol' et libel'i 

eju8 


Hoc 8(bXUm ponerulum. 

Curctve7'unt. 


He had eleven chil dren : 
R oyall T yler, born in Framingha.m, 

Ma.ss., 1794, cl ied in college, young; Gen . 
.John;S., born in Guilford, VI., Sept.29, 
1796, from the I~ge of 14 lived iu Boston, 
Mass., anel was ill mercantile life; Mary 
Whitwell, born in Guilford, Vt., June 23, 
1798: Rev. Edward R, born in Guilford, 
Vt. , Aug. 3, 1800, of th e Congregational 
Church an d Editor of " New Englander," 
also author of works on future punishment; 
William Clark, born in Bmt.tleboro, Aug. 
28, 1802, passed a mercantile life in Bost.on; 
Rev . .Joseph Dennie, born in Brat tleboro, 
Sept. 4, 1804, of the Episcopal Church, and 
Priucipal of Asylum for Den.f n-Iutes, in 
Ya.; Amelia Sophia, born in Brattleboro, 
,Tuue 29, 1807, Pri nCipal of Female Semi
nary in 1826; R ev. Geo. Palmer, D. D., 
born in Brattl eboro, Dec. 10, 1809, of the 
Congregational Church ; ,Tudge Royall, 
2nd, born in Bmtt.leboro, April 19, 1812, 
Judge of ProiJate and County Clerk ; 
Rc \' . Thomas Pickman. D. D. , born in 
Bra ttleboro. Nov. 20, 1815, of t.he Episco
pa.l Church ; Abiel Winship, born ill Brattle 
boro, Nov. 9, 1818, died , 1832. 

But four of the child ren are now (1878,) 
liviug, viz: "iVm. C. T yler , J udge Royall 
T ylcr, Geo. P. Tyler. Thos. P ickman 
T yler. 

In the foregoing ar~ made the la.st extracts 
from t.he memoirs, with regret that our 
limi ts forbid more ext.ended quotations. 

I t was not the mission of this old and 
d istinguished family to set in motion the 

.... 
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wheels of industry, or t.o , in any way di
rectly, to any great extent., advance t.he 
material interest.s of this town. In that 
far off time, in our history, when t.his film 
iJy settled here , t.hey must have occ1Jpicd 
as exceptional n position in Brattlehoro, as 
does the book of Job in the Old T estament. 

So large a family of almost. pmely in
tellectual proclivities, furnishing six col
legiates. fonr of th em ministers of the 
Gospel, is, we believe, rarely, if ever , 
found in the past or present history of any 
town in New Engla nd. 

A" there is no end to the good a ri sing 
from the cultivation of t,he highest dcpart
nI p. nt.. of Ollr natnrp., the bcne.tkinl in 
flu ence of s LI ch a family, LIpon ll. COIn
Illunit.y almost wholly u t.ilitnri:H1 , it is im · 
possible to fully estimate, Thei r first com
ing to t,hat high hill ove rlooking the whole 
town , seems to liS as the moming dawn of 
intellec tual life in this re.g ion, or, the begin
ning of an Elizabethan age ill Brattleboro. 

It wa.s also th e down of bllsiness in this 
tOWIl, " It is indeed wonderfnl how imago 
ination rules the worl d. Tbe poems of a 
blind old h:U'per, a few crumbling mins, a 
few mutilated , hat.tered statues, a few 
cracked fading canvasses , a few strains of 
music, and t.he traditions of a few eloqnent 
words of orato rs, have proved the most 
potenl forces in the world's civilization." 

Before the first year of their advent here 
had expired, our firsi edlJ(;ational institu
tion, the old academy, was chartered by 
act of th e Legislature, in October 1801. 

Soon thereafter followed in this town 
the publication of school books, Bibles,etc" 
whi ch were here and there widely scattered 
over th e land like leaves of the forest, 
which no man can number. 

"Terrible Tractoration," "Demoeracy 
Unveiled, " by Thomas G, Fessenden, and 
several of the old novels, now seldom seen, 
wcre also pu blished here, 1'9 this business 
the East Village owes its origin, and dur
ing the whole period of MI'. Tyler's life in 
Brattleboro it was the business of the 
place, and in one year publications 
amounted to $400,000. 

The publication of books did not eease 
until the art was earried to so great per
feetion, cotton rags and sheep-skin in the 
morning became, before nig'ht, elegantly 
finished books, William ~arris, Esq" wh o 

was the prin cipal of the old academy over 
30 yeal'S, gave 11 S the names of over 40 col
legiates-inr;luding the n.ames of the sons 
of Judge Tyler-who fitted for college at 
the old academy. It. is a matter of regret 
that we can not give fllll historical sketches, 
of each one of the latte r, who have finished. 
their mission on fi clds more or less (listant 
from Lhei r na tive home, Though our 
knowledge of each individual career is far 
frolll complete, yet, we believe, t.hat the 
histories of none of the sons of Brattleboro 
who have gone out. from among us would 
re fl ect a fairer light on our pages than 
would the histories of the sons of Judge, 
Tyler. 

GEN'L .JO HN s. TYLEH, 

The oldest, son, may weIl be called 
the ad va nced g uard of the family. He 
lefL his home in Brattleboro in 1810, at the 
age of 14 years, and passed the long period 
of over 60 years in BostOIl, Mass., engaged 
in mereantile and marine affairs, The eity 
of his ancestry became the scene of his 
act ion until the time of his death in 1876. 
It was there he maintained eminence in 
Ili s avocations and social position, His 
magnanimity, as manifest.ed in business 
relations, and noble generosity to h.is par
en t.s and other relatives, proves his mind 
was as well worthy of his splendid pro
portions and snch external personal aU.rac
t.ions as is !'arely, if ever surpassed,-as 
the diamond is worthy of setting in t.he 
purest gold. I Forty years ago he was de
servedly popular and conspieuous as a 
commander of the military in Bo,;ton. 

"How long be has been a citizen of Bos
ton, we do not presume to know; what we 
do know is, that far back in the lapse of 
years, when he was General and we were 
sehoolboys, we thought him the greatest 
man the city contained, And there are, 
no doubt, hundreds who will read these · 
lines who remember Gen, Tyler, aL the 
head of his brigad e, as the finest malln ered 
officer their imagination ever drew. His 
last service as an officer was thaL of com
mander of the Ancient and Honorable Ar
tillery Com pany, in J860 ," -Boston Paper, 

H e gave universal .,atisfact ion in con
ducti ng and in the general management of 
military and civic processions in the city 
on great occasions, F or a long period of 
years he was almost invariably selected as 
chief marshal on great occasions, The 
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facility with which he discharged tb e du
ties of that office, combined witlI his fin e 
personal presence and bearing, made him 
the observed of all observers. Many years 
ago, a convent ill Charlestown was de
stroyed by a mob, and there was every in
dication of mob-violence in the destruction 
of buildings in Boston as a retaliatory 
measure. The t\Uthorities of the city re
quested Gen'l Tyler to call out the military 
under his command. He told th e author
ities he never should order his so ldiers to 
fire blank cartridges at a mob. If they 
would consent that every one of his sol
diers load his musket with ball cartridge, 
he woule! lead them wherever they might 
direct. The consent was given, and intel
ligen ce of the fact W/1S quickly received 
by every perso n in the city_ All rioters 
knew that such orders meant business, a.nd 
it was not a kind of business they felt dis
posed to encourage. Therefore the mob 
dispersed and peace was restored withou t 
bloodshed. 

In Boston papers, pll blished at the time 
of his death, it waS said: "Early in the 
war of 1812, Mr. Tyler, though under the 
lawful age for military duty, joined th e 
Boston Light Infantry, and went with the 
corps to throw up fortifications on Dor
chester heights, Governor's and Noddle's 
islands, and also participated in such other 
duties as were reqnired of the militia. He 
was chosen captain of the Suffolk Light 
Infantry, Sept. 21, 1821 , and was the first 
commander of the City Guards. He com
manded the military escort when LaFayette 
visited Bostoll_ He was adjutant of the 
Ancient and Hon orable Artillery Company 
in 1827, and was its commander 4 years
an hon or not enjoyed by any otlIer man. 
He was the senior member at the date· of 
his death. He acted as chief marshal at 
the Railroad .Jubilee, (1851 ,) attended by 
the President of th E' United Sta tes, Lord 
Elgin , and numerous other distinguished 
guests. The gentlemen who served with 
him as assistant marshals, on the Jatter oc
casion, presented him with a bea.ntiful sil
ver vase and salver, inscri bed with the 
names of many of the leading merchants 
and professional men of Boston , who were 
donors, and bearing an engraved likeness 
of the distinguished defender of the con
stitution. He has held many civil offices, 
wa.s a. member of the Const itutional Con

vention in l853; member of the CommOll 
Council in 1859-00-02; alderman, 1863-05
56; Trustee of the Public Library 2 years, 
and member of the Legislature 4 years. 
He was president of the Gr!tllite Railway 
Company , engineer of the fire department 
of Boston, president of the Association of 
the Sous of Vermont., and of the Burns 
Club; also, presid en t of the Female Medi
cal College. He received the honorary 
degree of A. 1\1. from both !\lidc11ebury 
College and the University of hi s native 
State at Burlington. 

W e- find several interesting notices of 
him, in Boston papers, sin ce his death, 
.Jan. 20, 1876 : 

"No particular disease caused his death, 
but he yielded to the natural dissolution 
of advanced years. F ew men have been 
more prominently before the pu blic, and 
none enjoyed the esteem of a wider circle 
of friends. The older class of om citizens 
he knew by long assochition, and the 
younger were attracted to him by his kind
liness of manner. Increasing age did not 
diminish his interest ill passing event s, and 
thoug h adva.nced in years, he kept, as it 
were, the freshness of youth. "-Bo.;ton 
Jou?'il(~l, 1876 

In 1829, he engaged in the business of 
adjusting avera.ges,·'" which he continued 
th e remainder of his life. In this branch 
he had no superior. His industry was pro
verbial. He devoted mnch valuable time 
to the service of the public, and the mid
night hour often found him at work. His 
business mind enabled him to state cases 
before committees, and as alderman and 
representative, with great. clearness. 

At the time he was elected alderman of 
the 8th warc!, we find the following in a 
Boston paper: 

" He will malw an excellent alderman, 
for he is honest and incorruptible-merits 
which are not always carried into the city 
hall by those who enter it covered with 
official eolat. The people have done well 
to elect him. He received the united sup
port of th e Democrats and R-epublicans. " 

Gen'l Tyler was for man y years ident i: 

" He hro ugh t to the discharge of this du ty that 
clearness of perce pt ion , candor and fairness 
of judgment which made him mu ch sought 
for in the large commercial cities of our coun
try.-Ex-Gov. HOLBROOK. 
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fied with the institution of masonry. He 

1 took his degrees in St. J olm's Lodge, re
ceived the Chapter degrees in St. Paul's 

I Chapter, and was an active member of 
the De Molay Commandery of Knights 
'remplar. In politics, the General was an1 old line Whig, but early in its history he 
identified himself with the Republican 
pany. 

Gen'l Tyler was the possessor of a happy 
disposition, and he looked upon the bright 
side of the shield. He sought the happi
ness of his family and promoted the geni
.ality of his favored circle. He grew old 
gradually. It was a pleasure to see how 
his calm philosophy enabled him to meet 
without friction the burdens of advancing 
age. 

The Boston Transcript of .January, 1876, 
says of him: 

"He was a true friend, an affectionate 
husband, a doting father, a loving ,grand
parent, and a frue man in every sense. It 
is a comfort that in his last bl'ief illness, 
he was spared the anguish of parting with 
his loved ones, and that, like an innocent 
child, his last sleep was peaceful and calm. 
At the funeral services of the late Major 
Gen'l John S. Tyler, there was a velly large 
attendance of friends and acquaintances 
of the decease(l, De Molay Comlllander~' 
of Knights Templars, the Ancient and 
Honorable Artillery Company, the Boston 
Light Infantry Association and other or
ganizations with which he was connected, 
were represented. At the head of the 
casket, in which he was enclosed, was dis· 
played a bust of tlte Genera.l , recently ex
ecuted by Miss l!'ramr of Wa.tertown. Tlte 
services were under the management of 
Mr. F. Lyman Winship, and were con
ducted by Rev. Dr. Bartol of the West 
church, and the choir of the same church 
furnished the music. At the close the l:e
mains were conveyed to Mount Auburn." 

j 

HEV. EDWARD R. TYLER, 


when at college or seminary fitting for pro

fessionallife, visited, in times of vacation,


j his nativehomeat Brattleboro. His evening 

.Iectures, at such times, in the school-house 

then on the common, caused many of our 

best citizens pleasurable anticipations of 

his periodical visits. Though too young, 

at the time, to be an appreciative listener 


·to his lectures, yet we well remember hear. 


ing highly favorable comments upon his 
youthful efforts, by Dea. David Wood, 
Francis Goodhue, Esq., and other of our 
old citizens of that time, who have long 
since passerl away. It has been a pleasure, 
in after years, to hear him in the pulpit 
and in the lecture-room, nnd we are com
pelled to add our testimony to that of oth
ers who ha.ve said he was very far above 
the average of our pulpit orators. ~e had 
a loud, clear, commanding voice, and a 
very eal'llest, impressive manner. The 
ideas he advanced, or the position he took 
never suffered for lack of logic or author
ity in maintenance of the same. 

There was manifested in this man's char
acter a. spirit of self-sacrifice for others. 
Eloquently did he plead the cause of the 
slave at that early period, * when to do so 
was to render the advocate a pariah in his 
own church, "and a man's foes they of his 
own household." Even in his native place 
-,,;e blush to say it-the leading cilizens 
encouraged a mob to disturb his lectures, 
and the Congregational pastor of that pe
riod (1837) refused to read, in his pulpit , 
a notice of these lectures, or even a notifi
cation of a "prayer meeting for the op
pressed." Some persons can now (1878) 
remembel' hearing the calm voice of Dea, 
David Wood, "there will be a meeting of 
prayer for the oppressed at Elliot street 
chapel ," .tc. It was well understood at 
the time why the Dea.con, instea.d of the 
minister, read the notification. The rev
erend gentleman also recommended the 
church discipline, or expUlsion, of such 
members of his church who attended said 
lectlll'es. Our information is from such 
mcmbers now living (1878). The Deacon 
did not read the notification until after the 
I)astor had finished his henediction. The 
pastor, before long, became a good anti 
slavery man. 

From a New Haven paper of Septem
ber, 1848: 

"Died, in this city, yesterday, Sept. 28, 
1848, very sueldenly, Rev. Edward R. Ty
ler, editor of the New Englande/', aged 48. 
Thus another true and able friend of God 
and man has gone to his rest and his re
ward. Mr. Tyler was born in Bratt.leboro, 
Yt., the son of Hon. Royall Tyler, who 
was chief justice of the State of Vermont. 

. "'Summer of 1837. 
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He grad uated at Yale College, with hOllOI', 
in t.he class of 1825. He pursued theolog
ical s tudy chiefly at Andover, amI for 
many years, with a bili ty and usefulness, 
filled the office of Congregationalist pas· 
tor, first in Middl etow n and afterwards in 
Colebrook, Ct. He was, for a few yeal's, 
editor of the Congregational Ob"er'IJe?', a 
weekly religious jourD<1l published at Hart
ford, and since January , 1843, he has been 
editor ane! proprietor of the New g nglr/,1icl
el', which, in conjunction with other gen
tl emen, he originated and established. JVII'. 
T yler had a sound, clear and discri minat· 
ing mind, and excell ed in the department 
of moral and theological scienee. He was 
remarkably liberal and catholic, though 
decidedly evangelical, in his views. He 
was a true friend of his race, and his mine!, 
hand ane! heart were ever free a nd open to 
the claims of every philanthropic principle 
a nd enterprise. And in his private rela
tions. he was, in a rare degree, modest, 
unselfi sh and amiable," &c. 

REY . . rOSEPH D. TYLER 

was a clergyhlan of the Episcopal church, 
.< but never officiated in th",t office to any 

great extent, for he early became interested 
in the instruction of the deaf and dumb, 
and was a teacl1er in the first institution 
for that purpose in this country; the build
ings erect.ed in Hartford, Ct. After seve
ral years service in Hartford, he was, in 
1840, chosen principal of the Virginia de"f 
and dumb asylum, in St~tunton, Va., where 
he e!iee! .Jan. 28, 1852. Wide as is the 
mallifest difference in the T y ler brothers 
as to tastes, avocations, religious views
as Episcopalians, Uni tarians and Congre' 
gationalists -there is, in the most desira
ble feat ures of humanity. a beautiful bal" 
mony in their chamcters. If .Joseph D. 
Tyler deserved censure for anyt.hing, it 
was his excessive modesty, or lack of a 
proper appreciation of himself. The testi· 
mony of those who have been associated 
with him dUl'ing the last 12 years of h is 
life, is of more value than anything we 
can say: 

From a Virginia p"per of January, 1852 : 

"When we referred yesterday to the 
Virginia Institu te for the Deaf an d Dnmb 
and tbe Blind, we little supposed that we 
should be called upon in to-day's paper to 
record the death of the accomplished prin_ 

cipal of the former department, the R ev. 
J. D. Tyler, through whose eminent qual
ifications, peculiar aptness for his post, and 
untiring energy, this benevolent iw;titu
tion has acquired its present efficiency and 
exalted position. The loss of Mr. Tyler 
to the sphere of benevolence which he so 
nobly filled, to the community in whi ch 
he lived, it will be difficult, if not impossi

. ble, to supply. The writer knew him well, 
and a nobl er spedmen of a Christian gen
tleman, he never has knO\vn. He was be
yond all question one of the rarest and 
ri pest scholars of our country, and one of 
the most vigorous and poiished writers of 
the present day. His essays in the leading 
Reviews of the United States (though his 
shrinking modesty prevented him from ac· 
companying them by his own name) have 
been pronounced among the most power
ful and beautifu l contributions to Ameri
can literature. His offici"l duties rarely 
permitted him to preach, except in the 
language of signs to his deaf mute congre
gation ; but such sermons as we have heard 
from him were masterpieces, models, and 
unsurpassed in strength of thought, purity 
of style, and solid learning, by anything 
which we have heard or read ou t of the 
pages of old English divines. 

This ma n, with powers which 'would 
have g raced the most conspicuous arena 
of culti vnt.ed intellect in our whole coun
try, was not only cont.ent, but joyfnl to 
pass his cl"ys in the comparatively obscure 
ltnd humble position of teacher of the deaf 
and dumb, and devoted to that field of 
usefulness all the ellergies of an intellect, 
Which, devoted to another sphere, would 
have achieved untold fame and wea.lth for 
its possessor. MI'. Tyler w>\S a person of 
real and substantial excelleuce of charac
ter. There was about him no humbug, 
no cant ; non e of that pharisaical ansterity 
of demeanor which atones for sins by 
frowning upon innocen t pleasures. A 
traveling correspondent of the Charleston 
Lite'l'ary Gazette remarked, in a letter from 
Staunton, that he 'had never seen a face 
so strikingly stampecl with the impress of 
benevolence.' The face w"s a faithful in
dex of the heart and life,-the noble and 
unambitious heart which now sleeps so 
quietly-the life whose record is written 
in golden letters on high. When we pon
der on the character of such a man, we 
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cannot grieve that he has passer! away, 
save for those he leaves behind-for surely 
there must be in another world some pecu
liar reward for those greitt intellects which 
are content to lithor on, almost unknown 
and unappreciated here, so thitt, they can 
minister to the happiness and elevation of 
their fellow-men. " 

When t,he expiring breath of a son of 
Brattleboro, from his dist·ant field of ac
tion, waft,s to 0\11' ea,rs reports like the 
foregoing, we c'annot too highly estimitte 

1 the privilege of giving his record here, 
To LIS, the very soil where WitS first left 

J 

j 
the impress of his infitnt f ee t, is more sa.
creel. "IVe see the same ol rl trees, and hear 
the same voices of nat,ure, anel her silent 
teach ings, as greeted his earliest conscious
ness, yet " the la.tcllet of his shoes we are 
ul1wort,hy to unloose. " To great heights 
of moml cxcellence we may never hope to 
itttain, hut we citn , at least, love th e virtues 
which we cannot clitim. The following 
beitutiful ideal, as expressed in verse, by 
Rev. -Jos. D. Tyler. will, we believe, strike 
a chord in every bosom for "''Vho hath 
not lost it friend? " The more we reitd it, 
the more distinctly itppears to us the fine, 
spiritual nature of the ituthor-that spirit 
only staying in its outward or coarser 
garb from the necessity of circumstances : 

BY J . D. TYLER 

"From the silence of the Scriptures re
specting the creation of these spiritnal in
telligences. and from the remarkable lan
guitge of the following passages. (Rev. 22, 
8,21,7,) some have inferred that the whole 
angelic order is, in fact, composed of the 
spirits of glorified men. "-Bush's Notes on 
Gene,~is . 

"My father! glide5 thy spirit near, 

From happier mansions come, 


-j 
To guard the home you lov'e! while jlere, 

In' ai ry al\gel form! 

My brother! eldest, earliest dead, 

1 
\Vith pal e ane! thoughtful brow, 

O'er which bright rays of genius play'd, 
Still bends it near me now! 

And thou the lov'd, the lates t born, 
;Vly meek, my gentle brother, 

Come, thy glad form in fondness down, 
A ministerin7spirit thither! 

Hovers thy radiant spirit here, 
My boy, my blessed son, 

In angel brightness linger ing near 

Thy transient earthly home? 


Come ye to smooth the couch of pain" 

To soothe the aching head, 


To cheer the hearts ye loved, agaill, 

Though numbered with the dead? 


Come ye to calm th e trou bled breast. 
T o guide the erring feet , 

To lure along to that sweet rest, 

Where happy spirits meet? 


We greet you here , each lllessee! one, 

Along our toilsome way, 


Till perils o'er and labors done, 

\Ve meet in endless day! " 


INTERESTING FACT. 

" The Rev. J. D. Tyler, Principal of the 
Deaf Mute Department of th e Virginia 
Institute, states, in his last interesting re
port, that our own country is the only one 
in which the question whet.her the children 
of deaf mutes are themselves apt to be 
cle'tf, has approacheel solution. Two hun
dred educated deaf mutes assembled in 
Hartford,. Ot., bept. 25 , 1850,. of these 103 
were married. some quite recently. and 72 ' f 

were 'pitrents ,-thc parents of 102 chil
dren, of whom 98 can hear and speak. 
Instnnces are given of parents, both deaf 
from birth, having children able to heal' 
and speak. An instance," says Mr. Ty
ler , "cxists ill our own institution, in the 
case of an instructor and his amiable wife, 
both deaf from birth, bnL their two brig-ht 
little boys have all their senses in pm'fec
tion. So that the apprehension in question 
is not sufficient ground for denying to deaf 
mutes the chief earthly happiness, the 
school and exercise of virtue-the state 
which preserves nations, fills cities and 
churches. and heaven itself." 

As we have proceeded , our inability be
comes more and more apparent to do any
thing like justice to the Tyler family, un
der present circumstances_ Om first in
tention was simply to give a few facts in 
regard to the head of the family, sufficient, 
if possible, to create itn interest in the me
moir. to which we have referred. as wonld 
canse its publication. Since our attention 
has been d irectcd to the sons of .T lldge 
Tyler who have passcd away, we have of
ten been reminded-as we have discovered 
so much respecting- them worthy of high 
commendation-of a work by Disraelt 

, 
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upon "The Curiosities of Literature. 'f 
This work we have not seen since 18'12, 
but we remember he gives n reason why 
the children of great or tal ei1 ted men ~1l"e 
almost invariably inferior to their progen
itor. The mental qualities of th e children 
depend upon th eir mother, and more cer 
tainly is this so wi th the sons. Great men 
rarely use their greatness, or better jndg
ment, when selecting 11 wife, but are gov
erned by taste or fancy. Our memory of 
the long vanished years is rarely morc 
happily exercised than when it brings be
fore us the beautiful, the talented, the 
highly cultured and faithful mother of 
this distinguishecl family. When we think 
of her virtues and sterling character, we 
wonder not thnt of so many of her chil
dren she could say, as did the Roman ma
tron, . 'These are my jewels. " 

We quote the following from an obitu
ary notIce of her death, in the Vermont 
PluEn~'(; .

" While aicl ing greatly, through the be
nign influence of high natural endow
ments. and all the graces of her sex, in 
sustaining and encouraging her hugband 
in his progress to the Supreme Bench ,1,S 

Chief .Justice of Vermont., she contributed 
much towards imparting a tone of eleva
tion and refinement, and an nm bition for 
literary pursuits, to the new a.nd unformed 
society around her. In those early times, 
she was n light and centre to society, giv
ing wa.l'mth and enjoymen t to all who 
came within her sphere. Sl,Ie was beloved 
and respected , n bond of union, acentre 
of mingled love ancl nuthority to the enrly 

-settlers, as she has ever been since. clown 
to her latest day, to a large family of ador
ing children ancl cle~cellliants, nmidst whose 
kindly aclministrntions it was her hnppi
ness to expire. Devoted to everything that 
was calculated to elevate, refine an d adorn 
humanity, she ever took a deep interest in 
the welfnre of the country. Her infant 
eyes were opened, as we have already said, 

J upon the drnmntic scenes of the Revolu
I tion ; and , in the closing years of her life, 

she watched ,,,itll the livel iest solicitude 
and concern every stage in the progress of 
the rebellion, until she saw the last rebel 
fo rce defeated and disarmed. Amidst all, 
she recei vee! home a corpse of a grandson, 
a young colonel, who fell in the battle of 
the Wilderness, and saw his remains sent 

to the grave." [See Military History of 
Brattleboro, sketch of Lt. J ohn S. Tyler.] 
Mrs. Tyler died in lSGG, aged 91 years, 7 
months and 7 days. 

Mrs. Tyler was the an thor of " The Ma
ternal Physician," a work published by 
Riley of New York, in 1811. This work 
was recom mended by the best physicians 
of the time. The author's name was re
fused by hersel f. The work contained 
many pass~l.ges of marked literary merit. 

In the family of Juclge Tyler there were 
two daughters , 

MArty WHITWELr, 'l'YLEH AND A~fELiA 

SOP HIA TYLER 

They both lived nntil past three-score and 
ten years. Their sphere of action, and in 
almost everything, they were widely di f
ferent, yet were they both hig'hly esteemed 
and beloved, because they were each, in 
their way, public benefactors. 

:Miss Mary was, in her eai'lier years , a 
natuml kindergartener. Over half a cen
tury a.go, she had as much, if not more, 
influence over a large portion of the chil
dren in this village than their ow n parents. 
Sbe was a member of the Episcopal church, 
but at this time there was no organization 
of her faith in this place, yet there was no 
part of this village she did not frequ ent to 
gather the children for the Sunday school 
and meeting, in the old church on the 
common. If new cloth ing for the desti
tute children was wanting, she cont.rived 
some way to get it for them. If any poor 
family was in want, or destitution, or in 
suffering of any kind , she would interest 
some benevolent fri end in their behalf, so 
tbat relief came. Her affection for the 
littl e ones, rich or POOl' , was unbounded. 
Among ou r earliest, pleasantest recollec
tions of infan tile and juvenile days, is the 
kinelly, happy face of "Aunt 3{a.ry, " when 
she was telling a dozen or more of us in
teresting stories_ She would always give 
an intelligent reply, to the little eager ques
tioners, in language adapted to their com
prehension. Parents freelY 'gave their chil
dren permission to go on expedit.ions, in 
large or small companies, to t.h e woods 01' 

fields. no' matter wh ere, if they only knew 
she was going with them. We all knew 
she was our friend. She was our oracle 
and sure defence aga.inst " hears and codg
ers. " 
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In the summer of 1821, the inhabitants 
Df the village were aroused to sea,rch after 
,two little boys, one of them nearly 6 ann 
the other nearly 5 years old, who had been 
$ent to school, but did not appear in the 
schoolroom. Vainly did people look 
through the wood s, in every direction , for 
the missing ones, As twilight was giving 
way to darkness, " Aunt Mary" appeared 
leading the t,wo little truants, one of them 
a D. D. in embryo, and th e other a Yall' 
kee gen ius-of the jack knife order':'·in the 
bud. The seat of learning, at this period, 
was at the West village. The two litt.le 
boys must have been remarka.ble for their 
precocity and high aspirations, They had 
heard of the far· famed academy flourish
ing somewhere in the region of the setting 
sun, and had concluded it was just the 
place for ad va.nced you ng gentlemen, like 
themselves, who had outgrown the limited 
educationa.] facilities a,fforded in the one 
school-house of the village. 

The little wanderers took the right di
rection to this goa.] of their ambition, un
til they arrived near the western limit of 
the grounds of Prof. Charlier, when down 
that steep bauk they went, stripped off 
their clothing, and jumped int.o the Whet
stone brook, They, for the first time, 
learned it was a more easy thing to take 
off their clothing than to put on the same, 
Also, did they find, that it is a much easier 
thing to go dow n such a steep pitch thH.n 
to go up the same. "Aunt Mary" heard 
their cries of despair, in thei r vain efforts 
t o replace their clot.hing. Think of the 
joy of the besieged in Lucl,now, when 
they heard the distant slogan herald t he 
approach of Havelock, and "-e can get au 
idea of th e joy experienced by these little 
ones when they heard a voice which they 
loved so well. How many little wanderers 
she may have conducted , or g iven an im
petus, into the right path, which leads to 
home and happiuess, on this side of the 
river, we may not know. 

The present generation have only seen 
11er in life's decline, as with faeled eye, 
shaking frame and feeble, tottering step, 
she slowly passed away,

"Her labor clone, securely la,id 
In this her las t retreat. " 

~nss A1lELIA S, TYLER 

was the principal of a female seminary of1 a high order, sometime before 1830. Young 

I 

"1 

.... 
.... 

ladies received instruction from her in the 
higher English st.udies, and lang uages. 
Music upon the. piano forte was also taught 
by Prof. Hughes of Boston, and we be
lieve her school may be said to be the first 
one in Brattlehoro where such iustruct.ion 
was given. H er school received frequent 
accessions from outside the town, and also 
from out~ide the State. A lady froll! Con
necticll t, who attended her school one 
summer, we heard remark as follows: 

" Miss Amelia S. T yler is the most per
fect lady I ever met, and she macle use of 
so choice and perfectly g rammatical lan
guage in co nversation, whether in the 
schoolroom or out of it, it was one great 
pleasure of my life to hear her voice. " 

In the later yeaTS of her life, she gave 
instructiou principally to the sous of her 
brothers, and after they passed on to col
lege, or elsewhere, she gave her attention 
to teaching boys, up to the last week of 
her life. It is the univel'sal testimony of 
all those who had the opportunity of j udg
ing, that she pel'formed her duties in the 
most creditable, faithful manner. And 
they were dnties of a character sllch as 
she was eminently fitted by nature and 
cultivation to perform. As a member of 
the Episcopal church, she was decided in 
her convictions, and she had no lack of 
reasons to give for her decision upon this 
or any ot-her matter. She died Feb. 28, 
1878, aged 71. 

Extract from the Vel'mont Pluenix : 

"A Efc so flill as hers has been of every 
patient and loving sacrifice is rare indeed, 
but when cou pled with thE' high intellec
tual qualities and Christian virtues whiCh 
leut such a charm and clignity to lHiss 
T yler's character, it hecomes, after it is 
ended, a subject over which one lingers 
with tender admiration. And to the young 
what a lesson of unselfish devotion it fur
nishes. Many of our middle-aged and 
older ladies remember, with grateful affec
tion, the careful instruction they received 
at her hands, when. her school for young 
lad ies was III existence, while in more re
r.ent years, and up to the time of her death, 
the old Tyler homestead has been a SCllOOl 
for boys, in the management and instruc
tion of which Miss Tyler possessed rare 
skill and tact, combiued with an unvary
ing motherly love," 

---------~~----------------------------
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FESSENDEN BROTHERS IN BRATTLEBORO. 

William Fessenden, the pioneer business 
man of Brattleboro, East village, was son 
of Rev. Thomas K. Fessenden of Walpole, 
N. H. He was born at the residence of 
his father, in Walpole, in 1779, and came 
here soon after learning the trade of prin
ter, in his native town, where he served 
his time with Messrs. Thomas & Carlyle. 
He came to this village abont 1803. He 
was married to Miss Patty Holhrook, 
daughter of Dea. John Holbrook, Oct. 9, 
1807, who was left a widow in 1815, with 
fonr children; and she seemed to have a 
chaTmed life. Time withered the faces of 
her cotemporaries and covered thcm np in 
darkness forever, while her face, at fonr
score years, had the smoothness and bloom 
of yonth. Thongh all her life one of the 
most attractive, substantial and beautiful 
women in Brattleboro, no earthly influ
ence, no second love, could swerve her de
votion from the memory of the early loved 
and lost. The character and magnitude 
of her loss, as well as the loss to the com
munity of that day, the traditions and 
records of the past inform us. 

This was a village of scarce a dozen 
dwellings, when ~Ir. Fessenden commenc
ed publishing here a newspaper, called 
The Reporter, in 1804. Fresh from his 
apprenticeship, with no capital, but a mind 
fertile in resources, and active hands to 
e:.::ecute his designs, he bravely labored 
under great disadvantages. Often did he 
make a journey on horseback, to some 
distant paper'mill, and return with just 
sufficient paper bound upon the back of 
the horse, to issue the Rep01'ter one week. 
While he was engaged in this enterprise, 
Anthony Haswell was trying to establish 
at Bennington the pu bhcation of Web
ster's spelling book. Mr. Haswell did 
not succeed, and his effects were sold.

J :Mr. Fessenden, in some way, came into 
J possession of the plates and fixtures for 
J the spelling-book. Under his economical, 

sagacious management the publication of 
this work caused the land, once called 
"Governor's Farm," to assume a very dif
ferent appearance. Houses sprang up rap
idly, and the popUlation very soon dOUb
led. Never before was it more fully dem
onstrated that success in any enterprise 
depends more upon the character of the 

man engaged in it, than upun the charac
ter of the business. 

Between 60 and 70 years have passed 
away since Mr. Fessenden, accompanied 
by his wife and infant, was returning to 
Brattleboro from a visit. to his friends at 
Hartford, Ct. While riding in a sleigh, 
some miles from any habitation, Mr. Fes
senden was suddenly seized with an apo
plectic attack. Mrs. Fessenden, with a 
child in her arms, and a dying husband at 
her side, drove to Mr. Pomroy's inn at 
Southampton, Mass. It was here our early 
public benefactor soon breathed his last. 
It was not only that he was a man of great 
business sagacity, and thereby benefiting 
himself and others, that he was highly es
teemed in this place, but it was his integ
rity, benevolence, moral excellence and 
social virtues that won ,til hearts. Only 
36 years of age at his death, and only about 
12 years a resident of this place, was cer
tainly a short time to obtain such a hold 
upon the affections of everybody. But a 
character like his, diffusing light, hope and 
joy. is not of slow growth: It is when 
that light goes out
"When comes the sable smoke where vanishes 

the Aame," 

a da.rkness comes so thick it can be felt. by 
all. Venerable men, who attended the 
funeral services of Mr. Fessenden, have 
told us, that never before or siuce that 
time, has the death of any person caused 
so universal sorrow in this place. All busi
ness of the place was suspended, and 'when 
the head of the procession arrived at PI'OS
pect Hill Cemetery, the rear rested on 
.Main street, opposite the entrance to El
liot street. 

The following extract is taken from the 
villa.ge paper of January, 1815: 

"Ra.rely does it occur that a person who 
had so much to do with mankind in the 
common concerns of life, so universally 
a btained their good will; no man was his 
enemy, no one spoke of him but in his 
praise, He was at the head of a widely 
extended establishment, that he had him-· 
self crea.ted, which gave employment and 
bread to a large number of families and 
individuals in this village, where his early 
death will be long felt and deeply regret
ted. Cut off in the prime life and in the 
midst of his usefulness, his decease has 
created a void which we almost despair of 

http:villa.ge
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seeing again occupied. H e was amiable 
in private and useful in pllblic l ife; a most 
:dfectionR.te husband. a fond parent, a du 
tiful son , an affection ate brother and a 
steady friend; open- heart.en and generou s, 
he had ll othin g selfi sh in his nature. and 
rtpparen tl,v Ii veel morc for . others than for 
himself. ,. 

I-lis elde'! daug hLer, a lnc1y of Ullcom
m O il brilliancy a nd per~oll a l attract ions, 
married Hon . t;li slm Allen. At the time 
of this marri agc, we think about 1828, 
Mr. Allen was a youllg lawYeT in t.his vil
lage , ju>;t admi tted to practice. He was , afterwn,rds a dislingu ished member of 
('ongres~ from llhine, and received some 
fo re ig n Hppointment. f rom the Harrison 
and Tyler IIdminisLrati on. 'Ve learn he 
is n nw (1870) and has been for many years, 
minister of finance for tb e :::;n,ndwich Isl
ands. 

.JO~El'll , .JOHN. AND TIIO~[AS C.:n.EEN 

FE~~ENDEN : 

\\' orthy hrothers of the subject of the fore
goi ng ~ketch , have al so lived in this pla.ce. 

.J 0S8PH, 

after the death · of hi s brother ,Yilliam, 
became assoc iated wit-h his fa ther-in-law, 
Dea. ,foh n Holbrook, in the publishing
IJU si ncBs and the manufacture of paper. 
He owned ann occupied , at the lime of his 
decease, the estflte afterwn,rds pu rclmsed 
for the Vermont Asy lu m fol' the Insane, 
and is now covered 1)y their extensi I'e 
buildings. Before All'. Fessenden bought 
tbis plflce, it was ow ned a nd occupied 1)y 
Mrs. Boott , w ho fl ft.erwfl rns becllme 1111'S. 
Lee. It WflS fI no ted pl flee in her t.ime, find 
some persons, whose "days are now in the 
yellow leaf," remember with pleasure their 
joyful f estivities and youthful gatherings 
at the grand old home of Mrs. Boott. 
Poss~ssi on of thi" place by Mr. Joseph 

Fessenden was followed by additional a.t
tractions to the Sllrroundings. His wife 
was a great admirer of flowers , and she 
caused the introduction of plants . trees 
and flowers never seen before in this town. 
Her fl ower gflrden was at one t ime the 
p ride of the village, and very few residents 
here would omi t, in summer time, to di
rect their visi tors or f riends from abroad 
t o this cbanning spot. All we could see 

i 	 of the smiles of nature o r charms of art 
were but outwa.rd representa tions or fitting 

j 
I 
I 

emblemB of the presiding genius thftt 
reigned within. It was a sympathy with 
huma ni ty, manifes ted in action as well 
ftS in sentiment, that was the most prom
inent feature in the chn,racters of 1\[1'. 

a nd iYlrs. JOBeph Fessenden. Ripening for 
the bel tel' land with seeming nn consciOlls
uess, weeping with those who wept, and 
l'ejoi cing with those who did rejoice. 

At It society meeti ng of the Congrega
tional church , of which Mr. F. was a prom
inent member, be was suddenly stricken 
with a.poplexy, an d died in Sept . . 1834, 
ag'ed 57 yea r5. His widow, possess ing very 
nearly t.he same charact.eristics as her hus
band , su rvived t his eve lJl. but a few mon ths, 
when she passed an'ay .Jan. 28 . 18;:3;i, and 
very ooon after, her garden of 1)canliful 
flowers di sappea red. Their chilcll'en were 
Franklin H., T homas K. , I\'illiam, Jane, 
Elizabcth and Mary . 

GEN'L F -HAK Kl,IN H. FESSE,\DE~, 

the eldest son, received his commission as 
Brig. -Geneml in 1834. H c was one of the 
partners ill the publishing house at the 
tim e a re-orgaoiza tion was effected, in 
1836, fi nd the business assumed by t.he 
"Brattleboro Typographic Company. " He 
ma rri ed Henri etta, eldest. daughter of ;\faj. 
Henry Smith. Their eldest son, Freder
ick H. Fessend en, was killed while fight
ing for t.he Union in the la te civil war. 

Gen' l F essenden was a valua1) le member 
of society, hig hly esteemed for his many 
noble qua li ties, and died in Brattleboro, 
much ifl.mented, in 1862, aged 51 years . 

THOMAS !C., 

obtai ned a collegiate education and fitted 
for t.he ministry. F or many years he has 
been a fait.hf ul pastor of the Congrega.
tional church in New York State and 
Con necticut. 

In the summer of 1826, William, son 
of Joseph, a promising lad of 6 years, 
was drowned in the Connecticut river, op
posite the village. His body , and that of 
a.nother lad, Andrew Jackson Shattuck, 
drowned at the saDle t.ime and place, was 
taken from the water by some members 
of a. . circus trou pe, at that time near the 
river making preparations for their exhi
bition. 

In 1836, E lizabeth , noted for personal 
beauty, healthy appearance, a.nd superior 

http:outwa.rd
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=ental qualit.ies, died' with consumpt.ion, 
aged 18 years. 

'['ROMAS GRimN FES~.E1\DE1\, 

a utllOr of "Democracy Unveiled," and 
" T erri ble Tract.ornt ion," was the eldest son 
Df (his gifted family. He gra.duated at 
Dartmouth College in 17-90, and ,;oon 
a.ft.er removed to Rutland, Vt., where he 
studied law with Nathaniel Chipman, Esq., 
and afterwards, if we are not misinformed, 
was connecterl in business with i'lIt-. Chip-
m~, 

. I . . d '{ II as (lurio "" Dunn o. t li S peno , as w. , . '" , 
· "d'" t colleere ]\,'11' Fcs-emlcllh IS I	eSI ence a , "" . '. 


'b d ·t· I sf '0111 Ill' , pell for The
coutn ute al IC e 1 . 


, ~ . of I)'rtmoulh ''Illel
.Eaqw, a oewspapel' " , ' 

' P1 'W 'I ' [ 'I "e'! )}! a well
t h e a.1'7n~r s eClc"y n ~ ..... ,( 

· f W I Ie N" Hl,nown e1,1SSIC papcr 0 a po, . . 
, d 'ffi.d . ] I I .. " H1S extreme I ence p)()( ueer. a '110, " ,\ 

' , .. .
rcli!!:ious scruple against all OW ing hiS nam e 

<..-" to he attached to a ll Y of hi s prndurtion;\. 
Therefore i I has not been gen erally blOwn 
t o whom the public lIas been inrlehted for 
seveml patriotic songs, a nd ot.h er very Ilu 
morous pieces of his compr,s ili nll, whi ch 
]Iave had gencral c irc nlatioll IIlll1 adll1ira 
tion through the COll ntr.\', Like m sl per 
sons who have ever don 2 ~nything worthy 
of note, be passed through the refining 
furnace. 

In 1801 ,;:' Mr, Fessend en em harkerl for 
London, wh cre he engagect in the con· 
-st.ruction of a mill, or some kind of ma
chinery, to be operated by the water of 
the Thames. Several men of ran k nml 
influence, among whom was t.he l,hen Lord 
}[ayor of London, being patrons of th e 
'\lOdertaking, ..nr! other circllmstances 
bolding out a reasonable prospect of great 
Sllccess, Mr. Fessenden ventured on a pur
chase of one-fifth of the concern; but, he
ing deserted by his associates, before there 
was sufficient time to give the mill a. fa.ir 
experiment, tbe whole bm'den fc ll upon 
his sboulders. To use his ow n expression, 
in describing the character of his asso<,:i
ates, "they were guilty of everything bll t 
common sense and common honesty. " 

F ar from hOUle, with limited means and 
amoog strangers, amid st vexatious embar
rassments and distracting cares with which 
this engagement constantly harrassed him , 
be undertook, anel within the term of four 
w(leks, a part of which was under the in· 

'*Ft'om old papers. 

fiu ence of severe sickness, which conTI oed 
him t·o his bed, cxecuted tbe firs t edition 
of " Terrible Tractoration, ,. This work 
received higb complimen t.s from the Eog' 
lisb pretis, <loel IVa.S favorably compMeel 
with "Butl er' s Hudibms." The first Am er
ic .. n. from the second Lond on eelit.ion , "'''S 
publi shed here in 1804. 

How long jUl'. Fe~sellrlc ll made BraLtle
bol'O hi ~ home, we are not ahle to state; 
but h~ \\' as living here ill 181f), and was 
edito r of The R(:l,nrter for some time . 
Hft er t.he rleath of hi s hrother Wllli alTI. .. . 
After leavlllg L1 1\ ~ pla.c.e, Iw became ext,en, 	 c '" '" 
sively knowll as ,edItor III the <v OIlJ 1j,Jl.g" . ' 

l(~nd 	 l'rwnwf', publlsherl III BOHon, :l[ass . ; " 1' 
For 1l1:ln \' years we saw fo!' s:tle h o mn.~ ~ . t .. ) I 
GreeD Fessenden s A lman>le. \3efore tie' . . 
almanac hcearn r 3 I1le(iIum for merllcal . . 
adv C rli sem <: n t~ t Ill;; work by :'lJr f'eH:;e ll ' , 
de1l hall an cx Lell~ive ~;~de. SO\)]0 ;~;) years 
have ela psed sin ce his life cluserl in the 
~l\lne, a]J!la rClIll~', painless and ~ ud(\cn 

manu el' tl.S did the lives of lli~ urotit l' rs . 

.J OJJ 1\' FE::'<:'E N DEN. 

T rtl 'vlers o flen look had;: npon the la nd
scapl' the, · lhlve passed ove" to rli scover 
be~uties they co uld never renlize or app"e
clate when too ne"r the vision . As we 
l'co- retfullr look back upon thc mislI scd 
hO"'urs. so' thickly scattered on t1mt balf 
e;entury road we have pa.ssed over, lhe 
memory of "l:llcle ,Jolin," as all made 
free to can the kind-hearted bachelor, 
comes to us with the reviving influences 
of youth and a pleasa.nt Sunday mOl'l1ing 
in that season of the year when Brattle
boro is the abodt; o f fairies. As Jeader of 
the choir, we invariably saw him at his 
post in that olel semi·circular gallery of 
the church , then on the common. Olad 
in costume, a 1.11 Daniel Webster, blue 
coat , g ilt buttons aod buff vest, he gllve a 
dig nity to tbat office we have never seen 
surpassed. 

No narrow hounds, no gloomy, elim re o 
ligious light encircled the form or soul of 
"Uncle Joho." His generous heart ex
paneled in the broad, clear, healthy SUD
light of Heaven, com ing ill freely, as it 
did, uDobstructed hy the evil devices of 
m odern fashion, into the most properly 
located ch ureh building the people of 
this village ever saw. With eyes oc
ca.sionally gazing upward, seemingly, 

.. 
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wafting to some distant sphere, wrapped 
in a sweet tenor voice, his sentiments, as
pirations, or devotions, be became a sort 
of standpoint to us, where has gathered 
arollnd many and varied recollections. 

The form and features of the first 
minister ordained in the town comes be
fore us. We again hear, in his em
pllatic tones, "There will be a meeting 
for prayer, at the school-house, near tile 
residence of.,. Mr. Jesse French, this even
ing, at half-past 6 o'clock." That "perfect 
likeness:' of his satanic majesty, on the first 
page of our catechism, looms up again. 
Navarino bonnets, near.]y as 'Iarge as an 
umbrella, pass til rough the broad aisle. 
The warm sun exhales the perfume of co
logne, Day & Martin's sponge blacking. 
new "Nankeens" and the roses of June, 
while we listen to the prayers of saints, 
the songs of birds, the lisps of children, 
and the loudwbispered "husb" of- mam
ma, as the little plump-faced cherub is 
lea.ving the house in her weary a.rms. 

The four days' mecting, in the summer 
of 1831, when 8 or 10 faitbful "wat.chmen 
from the walls of Zion," residing in the 
neighboring towns, came to the belp of our 
worthy pastor. There 'came to the parson
age, each" by private conveyance, Revs. 
.lVle;;srs. Beckley, Pitman, Newt.on, Field, 
Smith, Foster, Barstow of Kcene, and 
"Father Packard," the "old man elo
quent," from Shelburne, Mass. After 
a sermon of great power, from the last 
named pastor, he suggest~d "there be, by 
all present, a session of silent, prayer of 
five minutes duration, after which the choir 
will please sing the hymn commencing, 
'Oh, there will be mourning at thc ]udg
men t seat of Christ." 

Silent indeed was that crowded honse, 
while the face of t.bat venerable man was 
prostrate on the pulpit cushion. It was 
but. n moment, when again appeared that 
benevolent face, with t.ear-drops falliug, 
and gntlldly solemn, sounded from that 
old c1lOir

"Parents and children there will part, 
Will part to meet no more." 

At his post, calm and serene, though 
sympathetic his countena.nce, among that 
weeping congregation, stood "Uncle John." 
On his right, at the head of the soprano, 
was Mrs. S., and like the sad moanings of 
November, or, RS we imagine

"The cold, odoriferous winds that will blow 
Ove l' the earth in the last c1ays"

sounded a GermRn flute, while .lVlr. Sikes. 
then in manhood's prime, was in the rear, 
sweeping off the heavy notes from his greRt 
bass-viol. Mr. Rnd Mrs. S--, after serv
ing in this department of worship thirty 
years, yet (1870) survive beside their great 
grandchildren , and they are SRid to be the 
most aged couple now living in this t.own. 
But "Uncle .John" has long since don e his '.' 
work Rnd departed. He served several 
years, as leader of that large choir, and 
acted a.s accountant for th e publishing 
house a:forementioned. If he had not so 
eminept abilities as his gifted bl'Otiters, he 
may have improved his five talent.s as well 
as some others have ten. However this 
may be, the sod now covers all t.hat re
mains of these four brothers, for whom 
we do not claim perfection; enough of 
frailty, a.nd imperfection ca.n be said of the 
best men. 

The moptl atmosphere of this lovely, se
cluded valley, was, at one period, far from 
healthy. The owls and bats of human so
ciety, from distant places, did here gather 
to carryon midnight gambling, with its 
k indred vices, until the reputation of this 
village became such that pastors in towns 
30 miles distant, wamen t.h e young of their 
flocks t.o avoid becoming residents of tbis 
place. To th e influence and labors of the 
Fessenden family do we largely attribute a 
desirable change in conditions here. 
Though William Fessenden was never the 
member of any church, he offered $400 to 
the society for establishing religious wor
ship and constructing the first meeting
house in the East village of Brattleboro. 

CHAHLES C. FROST, A. M., 

was born in Brattleboro, East village, No

vember 11, 1805. He is, by trade, a shoe

maker, and such has been his· regular busi

ness since the age of 14 to th e present time 

(1878). During the years of his early man

hood, he was persuaded to leave the shoe

bench, dUl'ing the winter months, to act as 

teacher in the only school-house .of this 

district, then standing in the north part of 

the village. .lVlr. Frost was in advance of 

previou~ ·teachers in this school, in his 

methods of imparting instruction in math

ematics, read ing exercises, and such branch· 

es of study as were th en pursued. We reo 
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member his use of v,trious forms of blocks 
for illustration in solving geometrical or 
mathematical problems. The blackboard 
exercise was, we bel ieve, for the first time 
in this village, seen in his school. His 
government and good management. of the 
pupils und~r Ilis charge met with general 
approval. We believe his service in school 
teaching did not exceed two winters, though 
he was urged again and again, to continue 
to take ch,trge of the school ; but for rea· 
sons best known to himself, he preferred 
not to do so. We have a right to suppose 
there was not a sufficient compensation 
offered in those days for a man of"his abil
ities. Other young men could be found 
w ho could make as good a qnill-pen and 
thrash as big !1 boy, as cou ld Mr. Frost, for 
less pay. A man must possess the last 
mentioned qualifications, if Ile would com
mand $15 per month, as tile principal in
structor in the d istric t scllool in this vil
lage, at that time. 

Near the time of his last service to til e 
distrid, he married Roxana Sargent, grand
daugllter of John Sl1rgen t, * wllo was the 
first English child born in Vermont. By 
this marriage were three sons, viz. : Charles 
S., Wells S., and Henry B. S. Frost. Mr. 
F rost established himself in the shoe busi
ness in Ilis present loca.tion on Main street, 
in 1831. Since that time, Ile has become 
widely and favorably known to men of 
science and cul ture, and by savants is con
sidered th e highest authority in some de
pa.rtments of science. Therefore it is he 
has Tecei ved the degree of A. M. conferred 
upon him by Da.rtmouth and Middlebury 
colleges; also, that he has become a corre
sponding member of societi es for the ad
vancement of learning in tllis country. 
Wise men, not only of the Ea.st, but 
from other directions, have come long dis
tances to his unostentat ious presence and- humble surroundings. For reasons in the 
foregoing, a bi ograph ical sketch of our na
tive townsman, Jor the history of Bmttle
boro, .is demanded from abroad, and the 
historian of the State has especially re
quested it. 

Other men of the same avocation have, 
wi thout doubt, produced as good mechan

·XJ ohn Sargent was born at Fort ~\lmmer, 
and his monument can now be seen 111 \,yest 
Ri ver Cemetery, in this town. 

ical work as ha-s tile subject of our sketch; 
bnt we know of no o,ther mechanic who has 
been so in love witll Wisdom, th at not a day 
could pass over his head without searching 
for her as for hidden treasure. We learn 
it has been the daily practice of ~rr. Frost, 
from his youth, to devote a portion of eve
ry day (Sabbaths excep ted) to attainments 
in the sciences and languag<l8. Some years 
ago he bad made such proficiency as to 
pursue scientific studies in four Janguages. 
This practice has been no interruption to 
his mecllanical or mercantile pursnits, for 
he has, in this· manner, on ly occu pied tile 
intervals of bnsiness hours-the fragments 
of time-many heedlessly let pass in a 
manner often wortie than wasted. He does 
not appear to be ambitious, or to make any 
display of his abi li t ies. We have never 
kno~n him to address an audience, or speak 
in public on a.ny occasion, or manifest any 
desire for office 01· elevation above his legit
imate business . From his yOllth he has 
ever been plainly dressed, very prudent, 
and as economica.l in tbe use of money as 
of time, and never has suffered business 
embarrassments, or offered less than one 
hundred cents on the dollar of his indebt
edness. Otller men of bis acqnirements 
usnally aspire to some profession, profes
sorship or pogition their a.ttainments quali
fy them to fill and ma.intain. He has been 
offered honorable positions, such as hc is 
qu alified to fill, and the compensation far 
greater than he ever received in his busi
ness life, yet he has as decidedly refused 
tile offers as in early life he refused the 
professo r's chair in tha t old hipped-roof 
school-house at th e north part of tbe vil 
la.ge. 

The why of this unremitting, life-lon g 
devotion to study is, il seems to us, a sa ti s
faction to t.he demands of his nature he 
can satisfy in no other way. Hi s rew ard 
seems to be in the doing; uul witll most 
people reward is a consequence of doing. 
At the t ime nir. Frost was 49 years of age, 
the followi ng was said of him in tb e 
Oountry JOU"l'nal : 

"He received bis early instructions at a 
common school of Ilis native vi llage, and 
has never enjoyed tile advan tages of the 
higher seminaries of learuing. Being fond 
of mathematics, he early excelled in that 
department of study, and was a fair, thongh 
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not remarkable scholar in other brancbes. 
Wben he lef t school, bowever, be did not 
lay aside bis books. Some mathematical 
works falling into his hands, when a youth, 
he studied tbem fuit.hfu ll ), and became 
master of their contents. And, having 
studied mathematics for several years, with 
little or no assistance except from books, 
be finally made himself familiar with l·he 
most impol'\ant works on algebra, geome
try, the calculus, &~ . He turned his at

tention also to astronomy, geology, miner
alogy, meteorology, and botany, in all of 
which branches of science he has made 
greaL proficiency, espeCially in botany, to 
which he has fo r tbe pasl, few years more 
pm1:iclllarly deyoted himself. His research
es iuto that department of bola.ny relating 
to the cryptogT1lmS, nre cspecially wortby 
of notice. and are :;ul'passed only by tbose 
of_it few livin g botan ists. H~ was, for a 
ti~e, connected with t.be Smithson ian In
stitute, ~is a reporter on storms, and di:;
charged his.dul.ies most acceptably. In tb~ 
meantime,he has kept himself " posted up' 
on the great moral and political questions 
and reforms of the age, witb most of which 
he has strong, active sympathies. The 
Sunday he rigidly dcvoted to public wor
ship and the reading of woi'ks relating to 
mora.ls, theology and religion. 

NIl'. Frost ha( lllade collections more or 
less extensive of min erals, insects, sbells, 
grasses, mosses, ferns, lichens, fungi, and 
plants generally, a.nd arra.nged them neatly 
and in a scientific manner. :Most of these 
he h as collected witll llis ow n hands, not a 
few of them in early morning, before the 
usual hours of business; some on excur
sions made for tpe purpose, and others 
whenever business called him abroad, nev
er omitting any opportunity to bring born e 
any rare specimen whicb his quick, prac
tised eye might discover. 

A part of his earning" which had never 
been large, he bas saved. by a simple, fru
ga.l mode of living, aue] appropriated to 
the pnrc:has(; of books, so That his library 
numbers so me 600* volumes of va.Iuable 
works, mostly of a scientific character , se
lected not for ornament., but for use, Thus 
by a.ppropriating at times tho~e small sums 

''''As one·rounh ur a century hn5 ehpsed 
since this article we quote, was written, hi5 
library is much larger at the present time, 
t 1878,) and nolV contains 1000 volumes. 

of money (wh ich might easily have been 
~pent in gratifying the appetite, or in pro
curing the means of temporary pleasure) 
in the purcllase of books and other inst ru
ments of improvement; he has a· rich mine 
of intcllectual wealth from which be can 
constantly dmw supplies to enricb and en
noble bis mind. Those hours and minutes 
whi~h some men spend in idlem·ss and loi · 
teri ng abou t places of concou rse, or in gos
sip, or in dissipation, be bas wisely em
ployed in study, and thus acquired an 
amount of knowledge on a variety of sub
jecLs, mostly scientific, wbich but fnv ('an 
boast of, who bave bee n favored wit.h the 
best ad vantages that wealth could pur
chase, or a college or university furnisb. 

His knowledge attracts to him tb ose fond 
of science; tLo se who, like himself, desire 
to improve, and thus he is brough t into 
communion with some of the best minds 
in the. community. Scitntific men from 
abroad, when they visit that beautiful vil
lage where he resides, find Jlim out and 
make his acquainta.nce. And now and then 
a kindred lover of nature and of science, 
like his distinguished friend, J ohn L. Rus
sell, of Salem, 90 well known among men 
of science, visit him , and together th ey 
explore the mountains and valleys of Ver
mont, so rich in minerals and flowers and 
plants of a.lmost every description. This, 
to him, is a. source of grea.t p1e!lsure and 
of no little profi t. The satisfaction of see
ing beaut.ies and wonders in almost CJvery 
object in nature, and which are almost en
tirely hidden from ignorant or unscientific 
men, is worth an independent fortun e." 

After iVlr. Frost had received a visit from 
Rev. Dr. C. F. Deemes, of New York, 
where' he was pastor of the "Church of 
tbe Strangers," there appeared in "Bald
win's lIionthly," from the pen of the above 
named clergyman, an article from which 
we extract tbe following: 

"There is nothing at all stril,ing in his 
appearance, but be was the man in Brattle
boro whom I particularly desired to see. 
I did not venture to present myself, nor 
did I adopt the roundabout m ethod of en
deavoring to make an acquaint!lnce by 
mea.ns of a little trad e, I simply asked an
other gentleman to presen t me to Mr. C. 
C. Frost. When we met, I said: '1 wish 
to know the man who has more friends 
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among t.he educated people of Europe, uatural sciences in every department, and 
than he has in his nat.ive village.' H e all the while attended to his business as a 
smiled, dropped his eyes, and replied: shocmaker. From some neg lect of his 
'vVell, 1 reckon 1 have more friencl~ in En- physical habits , he superinduced mucous 
rope than I have iu Vermont.' I said: '1 dyspepsia. No medical skill in hi s neigh
find that there are people in Brattleboro bOl'hood seemed able to relieve him. He 
who know no reason why l should desire wcnt to New York to consu lt Dr. Willard 
to become acquainted with you, but I arn Parker. 'While waiting in the ante-room, 
sure there are a hundred scientific men in he admired int.ently a very ha.ndsome bou· 
various parts of Europe who would be qu et of liowcrs on the mantel, and was 
gratified with th is opportunit.y.' examining them when the doctor called 

I trust my l'ead€l's willuow wish to know him in. Dr. Parker candidly told him he 
about this l1'Ir. Frost, in whom 1 was intel" conld do nothing for him : 'But,' said the 
ested. He is a man who knows more about ski llful and honest physician, 'you can do 
ph1nts, probably, than anyone clse in New very much for yourself. Are you fond of 
England,-perhaps than I1nyone in the flowers?' 'Very much so, indeed,' said },Ir. 
United States. He I'eads scientific books Frost. 'Then make it a point to walk one 
equally well in four different langua.ges. hour in the morning, and one in the even
He has, besides, a very great deal of scien- ing, looking for flowers.' 
tific knowledge beyond botany,-in one He did so. His health constantly and 
department of which he is an authority for rapidly improved. At first he could hardly 
scientific men on two continents; perhaps keep on his feet through the hour, but llC 
the highest authority since the death of soon learned to walk many miles at a 
Rev. Dr. Curt is of North Cnrolina. His stretcll. His scientific mind naturally be
knowledge is wide nnd nccurat.e. H e has gnu to otucly flowers in their scientific as
habits of the closest obsul'vation anel de- peets. He began to be a botanist. He or, 
scription. He hns been honored by bcing clered Fl'ies' book from London, and pnid 
elected n member of different societies in $12 fo r it. He did not know until he saw it 
America and Europe. He did uot tell me that it was written in Latin, of which 
these things-I knew them; but I desired tongue he was ignorant. He bought a 
to heal' from his o,l'n lips the history of Latin gmmmn,r, elevated himself to the 
his intellectual progress. It was substnn- language, and in six months could read 
tially this: his new book as well as if it was written 

His fa ther-James Fl'ost"-was a shoe- in .E;nglish. In the same manner he ac
maker, and was the first who op ened a quired German and French. He has con
store for selling shoes ill Brattleboro. At tributed to OUl' scient.ific periodicals. He 

,10 yenrs of age, young Frost noticed that still writes. He showed· me an unpublished 
the older sdlOlars brought theiJ' sums for manuscript on the Boleti of Vermont. 
him to do, and that in mathematics he was On my first visit, which occupied about 
up to boys who were five to nine years old- an hour, we were interrupted six different 
er than llimself. Be did not know wimt times. He went to the counter to cut pegs 
thnt meant, but his friends afterwards told out of thc shoes of a fa,ctor)' girl, to s(~ll a 
him that they had discovered in him, from pair of sli ppers to a gentleman for his '''''ife, 
his first ycars, a considerable mathematical to ply his t.rade with one 01' two count.ry
genius. 'When he was fifteen years of age, women, etc. He nevcr asked to be excused, 
his father became possessor of "Hutton's but went to his business and ca.me back 
Mathematics," which he had taken for deut a.nd resumed just where he left off. He 
from some West Point student. Young made no pretences. He di.d not play the 
Frost looked at it with evident delight, and pnrt of a learned cobbler; he simply 
his father told him that it should be his plunged into the things he and I both 
property if he could read it at twenty-one. wanted to talk about. I asked him how 
At 19 he had mastered the whole course. he could be content to spend his days in 
He went into astronomical mathematics, that little shoe-shop, wit.h these cilpabilities 
took up chemistry, learned very much of 	 and acquirements ? 

. 'Wh,-,' said he, 'it is the business of my
*James Frost came to Brattl~boro from Pax-

ton, in 1799. . 	 life. 'Whatever I have ncquired of sl: ience 
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came in the search of health and mental P. Warren, who was present on the occa

entertainment. Scicrux! is not my profes- sion: 

sion-sll.06 making is.' " "On a 4th of July celebration of our 


I national independence, which took place 
DR. EZRA CLARK . i at the East village in this town, in the year 

succeeded Dr. George Holmes Hall, a phy· I 1817, and during the halcyon period of < 

sician in regular practice, in the mle of 
drugs and medicin es. The inhabitants of 
th is place had, up to this time, purchased 
their drugs from a medical practitioner, 
therefore they came to regard the occupa· 
tions of druggist and physician as one and 
inseparable. It was on this account, we 
believe, the subject of our sketch was com
pelled to bear a title to which he had no 
cla.im, and was always known and spoken 
of here as "Dr. Clark." H e came here 
from Northampton, Mass., in 1809, and 
during the time he resider! here, some 10 

President Monroe's administration, a little 
incident occurred, the history of which by 
an eye·witness of what he relates, IDay 
perhaps serve to amuse so~e of the read
ers of the history of the town. 

It was an · occasion t.hen, as now, fitted 
to call out a large coneoUJ'se of all classes 
of citizens, of this and adjoining towns, to 
celebrate the day in a style appropriate to 
the occasion. The venerable John Hol
brook of this town was chosen president, 
and John Phelps, Esq. , viee president of 
the day. A bountiful repast was provid ed 

tleboro. About 1820, he moved, with his 
family, to Hm·tford , Ct., where, from that 
time u ntil near the close of along ancl suc
cessful life, he was an extensive iron deal· 
er. N. B. IVill iston, his former clerk, be· 
came his successor in this place, and, in 
copartnership with E. H unt, purchased, 
excepting the building, the entire stock and 
fixtures of Dr. Clark. The building re
mained in possession of Dr. Clark over 20 
years after his removal to Hartford, but 
the drug business therein was successfully 
continued by Messrs. Williston & Hunt, 
until the time of rival establishments. 

Some years ago . we heard frequent men· 
tion of Dr. Clark in connection with the 
events of his time in this place; and a,t the 
present time some of the oldest inhabitants 
now Jiving here find a welcome place for 
his memory in their reminiscences. W ith 
his well-known capability and integrity, 
such as caused responsible offices to seek 
his a.cceptance, but were almost invariably 
declined, he had some repu tation as a 

1 
1 wit. and in his conversations and social re

lations was manifested his ability as well 
as his approval of instructions fonnd in 
Proverbs, chap. 25, verse 11. 

i 
1 During the time of his life in this town, 

the malignity and hitt.erness of politica.! 
partics subsided and became grea.tly molli

1 

tied under the admin istra tion of James 
Monroe. The way in which Dr. Clal'k 
made use of the aforenamed circumstances 
to g ive one of his fri ends a pleasant hit, 
can best be told in the words of Dr. John 

or 11 years, was th e only druggist in Brat· : at the American H ouse, of which a large 
number of citizens partook. P atriotic 
toasts were read and drank at the table, 
after the repast was discussed. Among 
the dist inguished guests at th e dinner were 
Dr. Ezra. Clark of this village, a vivacious, 

' quick-witted man, and J eremiah Green leaf, 
. Esq., of Guilford, t.he reputed well-known 

author of 'Grammar Simplified. '" 
We will here i nternlpt Dr. Warren's 

narrative a moment in regard to the gram 
mar. Mr. Greenleaf claimed t.hat this, to 
many, dry, uninteresting study, was by his 
new work relieved of the objectionable 
features, rendered not only more attractive, 
but the science made comparatively easy 
of attainment. 

"11'11'. Greenleaf had but recently pu)j. 
lished his book, and transmitted to each of 
t.he ex-Presidents of the United States a 
copy of the samc, and from whom he had 
received complimentary letters, which be 
had shown to the citizens of the village, 
for which he had manifested a just pride 

,
and no smaIl share of vanity, After the 
regular toasts had been disposed of, volun· 
teer toasts were called for by the president. 
Dr. Ezra Clark was the first called. He 
promptly arose, when all eyes were fas tened 
upon him, and said: 'fflr. President, I give 
you for a toast, James ffIonroe and Jerry 
Greenleaf-one has mollified party spirit 
a,nel the other grammar.' The shout and 
cheering which burst forth, at the an
noul1cement, can be better im agined than 
described." 

In what manner this complimentary toast 

.. 
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affected the pacific President of the United 
States, we cannot say, but all authorities 
we have consulted declare that our Guil
ford author was considerably iITitate<] and 
quite unpleasantly affected. 

Several years after the family of Dr. 
Clark removed to Hartford, his sons came 
back to Brattleboro, and by their business 
enterprise assisted materially thc growth 
of the place. The cldest son was the pro
prietor of a. manufactory of "mother-of
pead" as early as 1833, we think. This 
ma.terial was convcrted into .nticles of 
beauty and utility, such as pearl slides, 
buttons, etc. He married a claugbter of 
G. R.. Ellis, Esq., and returned to Hart
ford, Ct. 

S. ill. Clark, who has for a series of years 
past. rendereo important scrvices to the 
U nired States, in the CUl'rency department, 
established in this place, in 1834, the man
ufacture of boxwood and ivory rulcs. His 
personal attehtion was given to every de
partment of the works, which for beauty 
and efficiency werc deservedly admired. 
The rooms in which moved tile most ap
proved machinery, and mechanics of great 
excellence, were models for neatness and 
cleanlin ess. No efforts wcre spared on the 
part of the proprietor to obtain a high rep
utation for the articles corning from his 
manufactory. This business was contin
ued many years by E. A. Stearns. After 
the death of .Mr. Stearns, Charles Mead 
became his successor in the business, bu t 

. was compelled to cease operations soon 
after, by the great fire in 1857. Not only 
has this business been an important finan· 
cial benefit to this place in bygone years, 
but the accluacy and genera.l good charac
ter of t.he work has been highly creditable 
to all concerned. 

""h Hon. Ezra Clark, .Jr., was, in ea.rly life, .. employed as a cl erk by Messrs. Williston 
J 

& Hunt, in this pla.ce. Several yea.rs after 
his retul'll to Hartford, Ct.., he was elected 
Representative to Congress from that 
city. 

EL1PHALET .JOHNSON. 

Born in Chesterfield, N. H., about 1781,, 
he spent the last 50 years of his life mostly ~ 
in the east village of Brattleboro. His 
pawntage Wfl.S respectable, but he was par
tially blind and so unfortunate in his 
general organization, he had not the ability 

to properly take care of himself. The 
labor he engaged in was generally for those 
the least able to reward him . He found 
lodgings in some barn 01' out-bouse, and 
during his last years depended ma inly 
upon charity. If any boy insulted him, 
as they frequently did, .Johnson always 
felt certain the father of that boy would 
in some way come to grief, by failure in 
busin es~ or SOIne family affliction. 'YVe 
heard him state: " Hon. James Elliot and 
his excellent. wife always treated me well; 
th ey were t.he best fri ends I ever har! in 
BratLleboro, but. I am sorry they are Uni
versaliBts. 'YVhy, if that doctrine is t.rue, 
therc is no hell for them Shaddocks. " 

But notwithstanding hi , menial occupa
tion, lack of clilcure, and unprepos~e~sing 
extel'llals, he of ten attmekd attentiun by 
his quaint remarks and ingenious poetjcal 
compositions. Returni ng disgusted from 
Nauvoo, whither he was enticed . by It 

Mormon hrother, he encoulltcred a fea.rful 
storlll on Lake Erie, and wrote: 

" As o'er Lake Erie's boisterous wave, 
I fearfully was driven, 

I thought each billow was my grave, 
And pray'd to he focgiven. 

"Then did 1 promise to my God, 
If safe again on shore, 

I'd be submissive to his rod, 
And leave the land no more." 

.Johnson was not a sot, but like many 
sons of genius that have preceded him, had 
a fondness for liquid so urces of inspira
tion and yellow snuff, that may have heen 
indispensable to his peculiar menta'! exer
cises. The great orator of Kentucky 
never made a brilliant display of oratory 
until he had inhaled the aroma from bis 
gold snuff-box. But however much the 
artificial aids may have assisted our poet, • 
no voice came to his inspiration until he 
had for some moments intently gazed upon 
his wrinkled right hand. When urged, as 
he often was, to produce verses applicable 
to circumstances, he would sometimes 
pound bis head wi th his fist, and a suspen
sion of this exercise would be followed by 
bringing the inside of his expanded hand 
in contact with the end of his no~e. Aft.er 
seemingly writing with bis nose upon his 
ha.nd, he, on one occasion, enlightened his 
audience upon the history of an individual 
who urgently requested a rhyme .about 

-"---
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j 
himself. From fear of offence, the poet 
refused to comply, but the individual 
boisterously insisting he would not and 

j 	 couid not be offended by anything he could 
say, and offering a reward, Johnson thu~ 
laid him out: 

" Daniel ---, so they say, 
To State's Prison he has been; 

And if I could have my way, 
He would be there again." 

Slightly personal as was this production, 
the person poetized was with difficulty 
prevented from laying violent hands upon 
our author, and it was not long before it 
was made known there was more truth 
than poetry found upon the wrinkled right 
haud on this occasion. 

Johnson wished for independence, and 
once tried to improve his fortune by ped
dliug. He made several efforts before he 
could find auy one who would furnish him 
goods on commission. His SUCC8\3S and 
failure can best be given in his owu lan
guage: 

"John Leavitt let me have a basket of 
clothes pins, almanacs, and some other 
articles, that I was to sell or return. I 
went as far north as Putney, and had very 
good luck selling my stuff, but when I got 
back I hadn't got quite money enough to 
pay for the goods I had sold. I couldn't 
always tell when I got the right money, 
and no doubt some folks cheated me. Nil'. 
Leavitt was very kind to me and said, 
, Johnson, don't give it up so; perhaps 
you will do better next time.' He fitted 
me out with a.nother stock of goods, but I 
didn't do so well as I did the first time. If 
the devilish bOy8 would let me alone, I 
guess I could do something. One boy hit 
my side with a hard snowball, and you 
have no idea how it hurt me. I fell down 
and bruised my bones to all intents. 

'I had four dozen clothes pins 
And but fifty cents in cash, 

When I fell upon my basket 
And broke it all to smash.' 

1 
" Parents are more to blame than their 

boys. When I do tind out the name of a 
boy who has insulted me, it is no use to 
tell his father, for when I have done so 

j the answer genera.lly is, 'Guess he didn't 
hurt you much; he only wanted a little 
fun; you'd better go on the Lown and get 
flway from the boys.' " 

~~------ ....... . _
 

But his happiest effort.s were reserved 
for New Year's or Fourth of July. He 
was ever seeking for some sin with which 
to charge the Democratic party. From 
the days of Jackson, iu 1829, to Presideut 
Polk's admini~tration, in 1847, we fre-
quently heard his denunciations. Soon 
after Van Buren became president, John
son gave him the following compliment: 

"h'lartin Van Buren-designing n1an, 

With Andrew Jackson laid the plan 
To make retrenchment but a sham, 

And stain our country black as Ham." 

In 1847 we weretighting Mexico. News 
came of the bombardment of Vera Cruz. 
Invited, on July 4th, to give his t()ast, his 
bent,.aged frame shook with emotion, tears 
tiowed down his withered face, and from 
quivering lips came feebly forth his first 
four lines. Warming with t.he theme, 
firmer and firmer rose his voi.ce as he pro
ceeded, and when he recited the last line 
his upraised right foot came clown with 
a vengeance to the tioor: 

"This glorious clay has come again, 
The proudest day for freedom's son, 

For then a tyrant's galling chain 
Droke on the soil our father's won. 

" But now the cries of Mexan daughters, 
'Vith mangled limbs at Vera Cruz; 

They tell how freemen's hands can slaughter, 
How Independence they abuse. 

" Go, Democrat! bow low your head, 
Heaven may forgive you tbis disgrace, 

But history's page you've made so red, 
All bell and Polk cannot efface." 

If all our J ohnsonian works had been 
preserved they would prohably be enough 
to fill a good-sized volume. ,Ve give one 
specimen of his efforts on the first of J an
uary, 1847: 

"Though little, now, this .world can bring 
To cheer my pathway to the grave, 

Nor early love nor Cupid's wing 
Can brace my heart life's scenes to brave. 

"Yet I can say to ri cll and poor, 
To old and young, to grave and gay, 

Accept my hand, I have no more, 
A Happy New Year to you this day. 

" Improve this time your alms to give
First day of eighteen forty-seven- > 

For you this year may cease to live, 
And your reward be hell or heaven." 
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Enwrapped in cast-Dff clDLhing, JDhn sDn 
felt his WHy about the~e busy streets nearly 
half a century. FrDm llim came to. us 
Dften the first intelligence Df the advent Df 
JDYS Dr SDrrDws to. the homes Df near or 
disLant neighbDrs, and, ever DU SDme er
rand fDr the sick Dr well, he cDnsidered 
himself indispensable to the welfare Df 
Dthers. He believed his missiDn to' this 
suffering wDrld of great importance, and 
the many gildp-d flies Df fashion, high in 
the wDrld's regard-but nobDdy cDuld tell 
why-had less apDlogy fDr livillg. 

It was one satisfact.iDn of his li fe to. thifJk 
an aching void wDuld be occ,a.si0ned and 
sa.dness, like a c1Dud, CDme down upDn this 
peDple, when it cDuld be said of pDur, 
abused, unappre:ciated. neglected Jolln sDn: 
" For thy bent form we look in vain, 
No more we hear the echo of tby cane; 
On thee no more boys play mischievous tricks, 
For thOll hast crossed the fabled river Styx." 

His last soug ceased, his feeble life went 
out, as liberty was buckling Dn her arlllDr 
fDr the last' greMt deeds of '61-'65, a.nd peace
fully he sank to. sleep in his nativc tDwn. 

FRANCIS GOODHUE, ESQ. 

We first learn Df this genLlemall as an 
active young man Jiving with his wife aL 
Swanzey, .N. H. Hc was born Oct. 26, 
1768, mal'l'ied PDlly BrDwn, daugllt.er of 
Rev_ JDseph Brow!), in 1788. He muved 
frDm Swanzey, N. H _, to. 'Wethersfield, 
VL, where he came into puSsessiDn of the 
famD us "Bow Farm" of abDut 1,000 acres, 
being of tbe mDst fertile.: and desimble 
meadDw Ia.nds Df til e CDnnecticut river 
vailey. In 1810 he sDld this valuable farill 
to. Hon. "IV'illiam Jarvis, SODn after he re
signed his Dffice as United States CDnsul, 
a.nd who was ever afterwards known as 
" ConSUl Jarvis. " Soon after selling this 

l farlll , Ml'. Goodhue settled in Brattleboro. 
t -in 18l.l-and this pla.ce was his home the 

remainder Df Ilis life, which c1Dsed in 1837. 
At tbe time of his death but two. Df his five 

1 cbilclren were living, viz.: CDI. JDseph 
Goodhue and Wells GDDd hue. JDseph 
GDodhue was born in 1794, married Sarah 
Edwards, of NDrthamptDn, niass. ,-a de
scend ant. of Rev. Jonathan Edwal'ds,-in 
1815. 

The then small settlement in the part of 
this tDwn, knDwn as th e east village, hav

- ing cxtensive meadDws nDrth and sDuth Df 

it, atLracted the attcntiDn Df Mr. GDDdhue, 
and he made purchases Df said lands nDrth 
and sDuth, and also. a large portiDn of the 
lands on Main and other streets Df this vil
lage, containing, in some IDca lities, build
ing~ thereDn. 

HDn. JDhn W. Blake, who was living 
here befDre 1790, was a large owner Df real 
estate in this village at that timl', and he 
conveyed his title to. the same t·o nIr. GDDd
huc in 1811. AbDut the same time, Dea. 
John HolbrODk sDld to Mr. GDDdhue the 
wuttr-puwer and buildings east of the 
sDuth bridge un Main street, cDntaining a 
saw and grist mill ancl SDme machinery for 
Dther purpDses. 

Mr. GDDdhue was nDt a dreamer or 
builder Df air castles. No. man in this 
place better heeded the scriptural lDjunc· 
tiDn, "wDrk while the day lasts." With 
him every mDment was imprDved in ad
vancing the grDwth and general prDsperity 
Df this little settlement on the western hank 
of the CDnnecticut. river. ThDugh diligent 
and attentive to the many small and need
ful details Df life and business, he was ever 
awake to. great occasiDns. AbDut 14 years 
had passed, after his settlement here, when 
an en terprise Df great importance ftl'oused 
the puhlic attentiDn. The great Erie 
canal, so. often called in derisiDn whi le in 
progress of constru ction, " ClintDn's 
Ditch," was universally allD wed to be a 
gra nd success. A cana.! was made frDm 
New Haven, Ct., to Northampt.Dn, 1\1a's., 
and it was prOl)Dsed to extcnd thc sumc to 
the tDwn of Brattleboro. G. C. Hall, J\IT. 
GDDdhue, and other Df our business men 
became interested in the enterprise. Sur
veYDrs and civil engineers were put Dn the 
route, and while perfDrming their duties 
in this vicinity they were accDmpanied by 
]III'. GDodhue, whom we well remember 
seeing hold Df Dne end of the chain, meas
uring through the forest. vV'hile the pu b
lic mind was discussing and deliberating 
upDn this matter, a little nDisy stcamboat 
came scream ing up the Connecticut to. tell 
the peDple, "you have a canal, a natural 
Dne, leading to the ocean, ,md all that is 
nceded to. make BrattlebDrD a seapDrt is to 
apply the heat and put on the steam." The 
canal prDject was laid upon the table, and 
nil'. GDDdhue, with DLhers in this place, 
gave thei r attentiDn and money to. give the 

http:Northampt.Dn
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experiment 'Of steam naviga.tiDn a fair trial. 
j :MI'. GDDdhue lived tD see this enterpri se a 

failure , and nDt until abDut 11 years after 
his death was the grand success 'Of trans
portation accDmplished by railroad, and 
his SDn, CDl. Joseph GDodhue, and hi~ 

grandson, Francis Goodhue, Esq., have 
acted frDm the first on the board of direct
ors of the VermDnt & Massachusetts Rail
road. 

This intensely practical man seemed tD 

j 
receive a new inspiration in this his last 
home, fDr he became everything this village 
needed at that time. He paid nD regard 
to the old adage, "DDn't have tDO ml1.ny 
irQns in the fire." He threw in hammer 
a.nd tQngs, shQvel and PQker all at 'Once. 
He carried 'On wQQl-carding, clQth-dressing, 
saw and grain mill, cottQn spinning, dis
tilling, and a large stDre 'Of such gQods as 
were sDld from cQuntry stDres at that 
time. He was alsD erecting a building 'Of 
SQme kind every year, and largely, at the 
same time, enga.ged in brming, yet his 
nQte was never worth less than 100 cents 
'On the dDllar. 

Like the mQst 'Of 'Our successful men. his 
first lessDlls came frQm the hard schQQl 'Of 
necessIty, thereby acquiring a discipline and 
valuable experience, with natural shrewd
ness aud sagacity, which made him, as he 
wa.lked these streets in the prime 'Of man
hDDd, nearly 70 years agQ, an important and 
val uable acquisitiDn tQ this cQmmunity. He 
wa.s nQt 'One 'Of thQse half-cent men, WhD 
dare nQt trust a dDllar out 'Of their sight, 
a.nd get all their mDney cDncentrated 
where they can sit dQwn upon it over 
night, but he confidingly spread 'Out his 
capital tD the winds of Heaven, Dr "cast 
his bread upDn the waters tD return tQ 
him after many days." 

We know of nQ man of prDperty whQ 
has settled here whQ manifested mQre real 
cDnfidence in 'Our future than did ~Ir. 

GDDdhue. He cDmpletely identified him
self with QUI' privat-e and public interests, 
and was ever ready tD listen to and assist 
in auy prQject presenting a reasQnable 
prDspect 'Of lending to the public welfare. 
His hQpefulness and cheerfulness was a 
CQnstant inspiratiQn tQ thQse with whQm 
he came in CDntact, and the encDurao'ino' 
grasp he gave the hand 'Of hQnest indu~tr; 
can be seen, in its effects, at the present 
clay. He was generally successful, and he 

was always gratified to learn that Qthcrs 
were SD; and was f\ young man unfDrtu· 
nate in business, instead 'Of acceleratillO' 
his misfQrtunes Dr downward CQllrSe, h~ 
had a hopeful wDrd tQ say, and could gen
erally find SDme emplDyment for him until 
he cDuld dD better. His public liberality 
was apparent III several instances. He 
gave valuable IQcatiDns UPQU his lands 'On 
Main street fDr the 'Old BrattlebQrQ Bn.nk, 
chartered in 1821, and the Un itarhin and 
CQngregat.ional church buildillgs. 

The Dld-t.ime, open-handed hospitality 
was nQt lacking at the hQuse and llQme 'Of 
1Irs. Francis GQDdhue. Old peDple who, 
in their yQU th, had rendered service tu 
nil'. GOQdhue ane! lived ill his family, we 
have heard speak in high praise of the 
kind treatment and gDDd fare they inva
riably received a t the hands 'Of l\irs. GQQd
hue_ The ladies 'Of the village, whQ 
gathercd, 'On certain 'Occasions arDund her 
dining·table, ever cQnsidered her a mQdel 
hOl-lsekeeper in the selectiQn 'Of refresh· 
ments, the manner in which they were 
served, general altracti veness and neatness 
'Of surrDundings, and the cDrdial welcQme 
with which all were received. 

GeQrge B. Blake, Esq., 'Of BQstQn, in
dulged in pleasant reminiscences of his 
bDyhDDd, when he, a particular favQrite 'Of 
Mrs. GDodhue, assisted her in her enter
tainments. TD a BrattlebDrD friend he 
said: "N'0 ladies 'Of the present day so 
cQmmand my reverence a~ did those 'Of 
the 'Olden time who cQmpDsed the Ladles' 
Benevolent SDciety 'Of BrattlebQrQ. In 
summer time each 'One 'Of them WDre a 
green silk calMh, covering a lace cap, 
white as the new fallen snow. When they 
entered the hQuse of D'Irs. GDDdhue, the 
calash was remDved, but the ca.p remained, 
giving a uniformity and neatness tQ their 
appearance. There was a. stateliness and 
dignity in their manners nQt surpassed by 
the bench of the Supreme CQurt 'Of the 
United States. Never have I felt a mQre 
weighty responsibility devolving upDn me 
than when, under the directiDn 'Of Mrs. 
GOQdhue, I assisted her in the entertain
ment 'Of the ladies of this sDciety, and nQ 
fQQd I have since partaken had such a 
relish Dr gave me SQ CQmplete satisfactiDn 
as, in the lQng agQ, cume frQm the table 'Of 
my dear ,'Old friend in BrattlebQrD." 
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The memory of :M:rs. Francis Goodhue, 
who, by some years, survived her husband, 
has not perished; it yet lives in the minds 
of many in this place, as of those long re
moved to other places. Her visits to the 
hOmes of the affiioted were not simply 
visits of condolence. She was ever seek
ing ~t way whereby some real benefit, some 
tangible good might be effected, and if 
there was any apparent possibility of hu
mun aid to the suffering she was capable 
of rendering, her efforts in this direction 
were never lacking. Her hired help were 
often summoned to her assistance, with 
needed supplies, on her errands of mercy 
to the sick and destitute, and she has often 
passed the whole night in her ministra
tions, performing the humblest offices in 
the abodes of poverty, by the bedside of 
the sick and elying. 

Her only daughter, Lncy, was remark 
able for her external beauty, and univer
sally admired for her many virtues. She 
became the first wife of John R. Blake, 
Esq. , who for many years, until his death 
in 1873, was of the banking firm of Blake 
Brothers, of Boston, one of the most re
liable financial houses in New Eugland. 
The lIlem bel's of this firm were the sons of 
.John 'N. Blake, Esq., and were both 
natives of the East village of Brattleboro. 

Her son, 001. Joseph Goodhue, soon 
after his marriage, came into possession of 
the large meadow farm, occupied in early 
times, before the war of the Revolution, 
by J olm Arms, one of the earliest settlers. 
Col. Goodhue was a model of industry, 
and during a large portion of his life 
occupied various town offices, and was the 
chief in command of the regiment in this 
vicinity. Being one of the Illost eCOl;lOlTI· 
ical, successful, cautious lllen in this town, 
yet he was one of tlw largest investors here 
in the tirst railroad enterprise-the Ver
mont & lIiassachusetts railroad-and was 
one of the board of directors during the 
remainder of !Jis life. 

At the time of his death. in 1861, his 
children were all married, settled mostly 
in this pla.ce, and constitute, with their 
families, a very important and intluential 
part of this community. 

1Ylary Ann was married to William P. 
Ounc, now president of the old bank, 
chartered here in 1821 and renewed in 

1863. Harriet was married ill'1835 to Ex
Governor Holbrook. Lucy married Dr. 
Hall, of Northampton, Mass., in 1836. 
Sara!J married tirst, Albert H. Bull, Esq., 
of Hartford, Ct., who, before 1860, gave 
$2000 to the Brattleboro Library Associ
ation. Her second husband, 1)1'. E. R. 
Chapin, was, for 15 years, superintendent 
physician of the Asylum for the Insane, at 
Flatbush, near the city of New York. 
Francis, the only son, married M.ary Brooks, 
daughter of Capt. William Brooks. 

WELLS GOODHUE, 

the only brother of Joseph, was 10·years 
of age when he came here with his father 
in 181l. He fitted for college tnd con
tinued his studies about a year after he 
en tered college, and came back to Brattle
boro to engage il\ trade with his father. 
He was married to Laura Barnard about 
1828. They had three children-Lucy, 
Charles and Julia. Lucy married Rev. 
George Draper; JUlia, Thomas Walter, of 
New York; Charles B., a lady from 
Pomfret, Ct. 

?vIr. and Mrs. Wells Goodhue are not 
living, and the only survivors of the 
family, Oharles and Lucy, are not (1879) 
residents of Brattleboro. 

lvIr. Wells Goodhue passed the most of 
his life in Brattleboro. He was a careful, 
prudent man, and never manifested any 
desi re for office, though he was a man of 
excellent admil1istrati ve ability and ster
ling honesty. His quiet, sagacious COlli
ments and remarks to t!Jose with whom he 
was familiar, respecting public movemeuts 
and passing events, gave evidence of much 
reflection and discrimination. Above all 
things he dreaded contention, and rarely 
would discuss exciting questions. His 
wealth constantly accumulated by real 
estate transactions and judicious manage
ment of his capital. Late in life he was 
elected president of the first bank hcre, 
chartered in 1821, and reconstructed in 
1863. Much to the regret of those most 
interested in the institution, he could be 
retained in said office but a short time. A 
few months after his resignation he died, 
in 1874, at the home of his only daughter, 
lI'lrs. Draper, near the city of New York. 

EPAPHRO SEYMOUR. 

The subject of this sketch was the 
yOungest son of Major )'ioses Seymour, of 

H 
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Litchtield, Conn.; l>orn J lily 8, 1783. He 
received a good academical education at 
the n10rris Academy, South Farms, Conn., 
and afterwards was thoroughly trained in 
the business and duties of a merchant's 
clerk in a mercantile .establishment at 
Brooklyn.,. Conn . 

Horatio Seymour, the eldest brother, 
was educated for the legal profession, and 
settled in Middlebury, Vt. He became a 
distinguished lawyer in western Vermont, 
and for twel ve years represented the State 
in the United States Senate. Near the 
close of tbe last century, Henry Seymour, 
an older brother of Epaphro Seymour, 
came to. Guilford and was extensively 
engaged in mercantile business. Subse
quently Henry Seymour, about 1802, 
induced his brother Epapbro to come to 
Guilford and engage in trade, although he 
was less than twenty years of age when he 
commenced business. At this time Guil· 
ford was the most populous and prosperous 
town in Vermont. 

Zadock Thompson, in his Gazetteer of 
Vermont, published in 1820, speaks as fol
lows of Henry Seymour and others, for
merly residents of Guilford: 

" Among the early settlers of GlIilford , 
since 1796 was Hon. Royall Tyler, Hon. 
J ames Elliot, Hon. :Micah Townshend, 
Hon. John Noyes, Hon. Henry Seymour, 
and others of lesser note, who were iden
tified with the history of the State, but 
who have since removed from the town." 

After Epaphro Seymour was established 
in business in 1802, Henry Seymour re
moved to Pompey, Onondaga Co., N. Y.. 
and engaged largely in trade, a~cumlllating 
a handsome property. Subsequently, in 
1819, he removed to Utica, N. Y. , and 
was appointcd one of the canal commis
sioners of that State, and While supervising 
the construction of the canal, he acquired 
a large fortun e by successful investments 
in real estate. 

Epaphro continued in mercantile busi
ness in Guilford until 1814, when he re
moved to Brattleboro, and was associated 
with Geo. F. Atherton in mercantile busi· 
ness. He continued in trade in Brattleboro 
some three or four years, after which he 
resided alternately at Guilford and Brat
tleboro. He spent the winter of 1820 at 
Middlebury, Vt. He was regarded as a 

discreet business man of most excellent 
judgment. and could readily and correctly 
estimate the value of all kinds of property 
that passed nnder his observation, and 
while sojourning in Brattleboro, Guilford, 
or elsewhere, he was constantly investing 
his money in a g reat variety of enter
prises. which unifo rmly proved produc
tive. 

In the fall of 1821, the Legislature of 
Vermont chartered a bank at Brattleboro, 
which was organized the following year, 
and lVlr. Seymour was chosen cashier 
thereof by the directors in March, 1822, 
aud continued to hold the office until Jan. 
1, 1837, when he was elected president of 
the bank to fill the vacancy made by the 
resignation of John Holbrook. Mr. Sey
mour continued to hold the office and 
faithfull y discharge the duties thereof 
until his death, June 10, 1854. By reason 
of his early and careflll training, and his 
long experience in mercantile business, he 
was exceedingly practical in his method. 
and had acquired a perfect familiarity with 
all the details and complicatiolls of the 
most intricate business transactions, arid 
was enabled to conduct the business of the 
bank profitably and successfully duri ng 
the time of his official connection there
with, either as cashier or president. He 
settled the estate of Hon. J onatha.n Hunt, 
as executor, without excuting bonds for 
the faithful discharge of the trust which 
the testator had reposed in his int.egrity 
and fidelity, and the estate inventoried at 
a sum exceeding $150,000. During the 
year 1837 and from 1837 to 1840, inclusive, 
be was associated with his nephew, Horatio 
Seymour, of Utica, N. Y., and O. S. Sey
mour, of Litchfield, Conn., in settling the 
est,ate of his brother, Henry Seymour, who 
died at Utica, N. Y. The estate was very 
large and widely scattered, excced ing 
$250,000 in amount. He was greatly re
spected for his honesty and integrity and 
unflinching fidelity in the discharge of his 
fiduciary engagements. While connected 
with the bank his time and energies were 
almost ex clusively devoted to the mainte
nance of its reputation for soundness aud 
solvency. His example, method and man
ner of conducting the business of -the bank 
has since been strictly followed by his suc
cessors, and, at this day, it is regarded as 
one of the soundest in the State. He was 



a great admirer of a fine horse, and mani
fested a deep interest in the impr9vement 
of the breed of horses in Brattleboro and 
vicinity. At his death be was keeping in 
hiR stables eight brood mares with colts, 
that were sired by the celebrated Gifford 
Morgan, which was his favorite horse. 
Some of its descendants a.re now owned in 
Windham county, and old horse fanci ers 
rea.dily detect in them the symmetry and 
proluinent characteristics of the si re which 
was always regarded as the noblest horse 
in New England, forty years ago. 

Mr. Seymour was eminently practical in 
all his views. and opinions, and of most 
excellent judgment. The public. particu
larly those who were about to engage in 
new enterprises. reposing great confi
dence in his suoerior financial ability, uni
formly consulted him in relation to their 
proposed investments and were always 
controlled by ~his opinions. His advice 
was always eagerly sought and adopted. 
He constantly warned all who were in
clined to engage in speculations against 
the folly and danger which was so alluring 
to a man with a greed for wealth, and so 
dangerous to him when the money of 
others is under his control. He l)egged of 
his frien ds to make no investments but 
those that were perfectly legitimate and 
promised a safe return. 

The community reposed the most im
plicit confidence in his integrity. Before 
the adoption of savings banks and trust 
companies in this State. large sums of 
money were entrusted to his care and keep
ing, and in many cases with a simple 
minute noting the amount, yet for the 
period of more than forty years not a 
whisper was ever breathed against his 
fidelity in the discharge of any fiduciary 
engag-ement he had assumed. He was a 
generous-hearted man to the poor and un
fortunate, ano kindly aided young men 
who were st.ruggling against adversity and 
poverty to obtain an education and qualify 
themselves for professional pursuits H e 
married Miss Mary Root, an estimable 
young lady, sister of ~Irs. Judge Whitney, 

J 	 of Brattleboro. He had but one child, a 
boy, !Vho died Nov. 23 , 1830, aged two 
years and six months. 

CRAS. K . FIELD. 
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CAPT. SAMUEL ROOT. 

Samuel Root was the son of Moses Root; 
born at Montague, Mass., Oct., 9, 1788: 
came to Brattleboro when he was about 20 
years of age, and worked for Samuel Dick· 
enson and learned of him the 'trade of a 
blacksmith. After laboring for Dickenson 
a few years and completing his engage
ment, he bought of him bis shop, tools and 
good will and commenced business for 
himself. 

He married Catherine Sargeant, Feb. 6, 
1817, by whom he had five children , only 
two of W~lOm survived him-Frances E. 
and Catherine. Frances E. married Geo. 
C. Lawrence, who is still li ving. Catherine 
married Samuel H. Price, who enlisted in 
the Union army and died in the services of 
his country in 1863. 

Frances E. Lawrence left three children 
-Elizabeth, Richard and Henry R. Eliza.
beth and Richard died some years ago, and 
Henry R. is still living. Catherine had 
two sons by her husband, .NIr. Price, Fran
cis and Edward, who reside with their 
mother in Chicago, and are engaged in 
trade. 

Capt. Root was a man of great industry, 
of an indomitable will and always exer
cised the most rigid economy. Forty 
years ago New England and New York 
were chartering banks by the score, and 
t.he prudent captain invested his surplus 
gains and accumulations in bank shares, 
and his investments uniformly proved 
productive and added largely to his wealth. 
At the time of his death he owned a large 
amount of stock in sOllie 10 or 15 banks in 
New England and New York. 

His stern unfl.illch1ng honesty and prac
tical good sense rendered him exceedingly 
popular with his neighbors and townsm en, 
and he was ann ually elected to responsible 
offices in town, the duties of which he dis
charged with great fidelity. He represented 
the town in th e General Assembly of the 
State; was oftentimes chosen one of the 
selectmen of the town, anel was for many 
years trustee and keeper of the surplus 
money, a large fund sequestered and set 
apart for the support and maintenance of 
common schools in town. The fund wa~ 

large and great car.e was required ill ob· 
taining ample security for loans that were 
made of portions of the same. He was for 



--

124 BRATTLEBORO. 

a long time a di rector in tbe old bank, and 
was elec ted president thereof after the 
death of Mr. Seymour, in 1854, and con
tinued to~ hold the office until his own 
death in March, 1869. 

For the last fifty years of his life he had 
filled the most important municipal offices 
in town. As a citizen, be discharged all 
his duties faithfu lly; and distinguished 
himsel f by the zeal and energy with which 
be entered into all the enterprises which 
were calculr.ted to promote the growth 
and prosperity of the town. Faithful to 
all with whom he had dealings, honorable 
and upright to all employees, and in all his 
relations, social or financial, his conduct 
was characterized by the utmost frankness 
and sin cerity . H e followed closely the 
policy adopted by his distinguished pre
decessor, lVII'. Seymour; in the manage
ment of the bank. .He never invested his 
money in wild speculations, and while 
pr-esident of the bank he uniformly decliued 
loaning any of its funds to its officers, or 
to t 1!Ose who applied for loans fo r mere 
speculative purposes. He condemned the 
speculative mania which p revailed during 
his official connection wi th the bank , and 
which was urged as a partial justification 
of various and illegitimate investments, 
such as cutting up farm s into house lots, 
running up prices beyon d reason, and ex
pecting every purchase to yield a profit_ 
The world regarded this as legitimate and 
justified by the business necessities of the 
country. Not so Capt. Root. He resisted 
the policy and denounced it as vain and 
delusive, and tlatly refused to approve any 
loans for such false and delusive purposes. 
Time has exposed the folly of the specu la
tive mania which prevailed during the 
currency inflation, and fully justified 
Captain Root in denouncing it as a sham 
and a blunder. He died March 15, 1869, 
sincerely mourned and regretted by a large 
circle of relati ves and friends. 

CHAB. K. FIELD. 

FREDERICK HOLBROOK. 

Ex-Governor Frederick Holbrook was 
born Feb. 15, 1814. He was the youngest 
of ten children, who constituted th e family 
of Deacon John Holbrook, and is now the 
allly represents.tive here of tbis family, 
whicb formerly occupied a large sphere of 

• 

usefulness and effectually exercised a crea
tive power in the forming period of the' 
E lU't vil lage of Brattleboro. The head of 
this family was so identifi ed with the 
building up of this place, that it is fon nd 

impossibl e to give a Tiistory of the same 
without the association of his name with 
our account of the causes of the ex istence 
and early progr8ss of this village. 

· The mother of Gov. Holbrook, a lady of 
genuine cbristian graces an d strength of 
character, was the daughter of Hon. Luke 
Knowlton, of Newfe.ne. She moulded to 
a forming degree tbe young life of the 
future governor, who manifested on the 
very threshold of manhood a love for 
theoretical and practical agri culture. 
There was ail increasing neglect of th is 
im portant avocation, upon wbich our na
tional greatness dppends, w hich so aroused 
the subject of our sketch t.bat he brought 
all the pow ers of his mind to bear upon 
the subject. His early culture, observ ing 
qualities and travels in Europe, enabled 
him to furnish valuable and in teresting 
articles on the subject of agri culture fo r 
the leading jou rnals of tbe science in the 
United States; they possessed a charm to 
a cla~s of readers heretofore indifferent to 
such matters, and were extensi vely copied 
b~' the local press through the country. 

Mr. Holbrook was wary and cautious in 
advancing new theories. All positions he 
assumed w ere thoroHghly examined and 
considered before being submitted tu the 
public. The reflective department of his 
mental organism an d love for truth being 
largely predominan t in his nature, he 
avoided hasty conclusions ; tberefore, he 
seldom, if ever , had occasion to alter or 
retract any statements he had committed 
to the bands of the printer. Being a prnc
tical as well as a theoretical agr icnlturaliEt, 
his theories wcre well tested before publi
cation. It does not require superior 
discrimination to discover in his writings 
a patriotic animus, a truthfulness and 
bon,esty of purpose. H e loved to practice 
as well as to preach, and gentlemen farm
ers, so-called, were oHen surprised to find 
the man, wh o could so effectually a nd 
gracefully wield the pen, holding the 
plough or reaping his fields. 

In 1847, while tbu s busy with his farm, 
he was chosen Register of Probate for tbe 
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district of Marlboro, and in 1850 he was active enemies of our government, so long 
elected president of our State AgriclIltllml as they continued sucb . Official declarrt
Society, anrl held that office eight years. tions of this character from the northern 
In 1849-'50, his fellow-citizens sent him as frontier at. that time, tended in no small 
Senator from Windham county to the degree to dispel tbe gloo m oft-times su r
State Legislature, a.nd durillg his term of ronndillg tbe President and his cabinet. 
office, as chairman of a special committee Wbile life was in tbe extremities of the 
on agriculture, be projected a petition to n tl.tion, tbere was reasonable hope of 
Congress for the t'stablishment of a na- soundness in the body of the same. The 
tion al "Bureau of Agricnlture." During clear light of patriotism, from tbe distant 
the next legislative session at Washingt.on beights of freedom, pierced tbrough tile 
the President of the United States com- dark cloud of j.bieves, spies a.nd assassins 
mended the measure proposed, and soon infesting tbe horne of Lincoln from the 
our national department of agriculture be- beginning of the rebellion to its close. 
came a reality. Before assuming, and since leaving the 

His foreign tour, t·o which brief allusion chair of State, NIl'. Holbrook has declined 
is made in the foregoin g. was in early life, ,eveml invitations to offieial po~ition, in
soon a.fter leaving his studics and a short eluding appointments fr0111 thc general 
tim e before steamship na'l'igation of the government. He has never been an office 
Atlantic. Over fifty days cOlrfinement in seeker, but when induced to accept of a 
it sai li ng vessel, on his retul'l1 borne, beat- position, or to commence the accomplish· 
ing against adverse winds, did not give ment of any duty, however humble, his 
him a rose-colored view of a life on the consideration, first and last, bas been for 
ocean wave. He suggested to 1.he captain thoi'ongbness and such action as, in his 
of the ship the employment of steam judgment, would secure the best r e>'u lts. 
power in crossing the ocean, but, with a As chairman of the board of trustees of 
wise sha.ke of the head, the veteran mari tbe Vermont Asylum, he bas ever been 
ner declared the thing impossible. awake to the best good of the patients and 

In this brief presentation or iucidents in the general welfare of that institution. 
the life of NIl'. Holbrook may be found As a director of the agricultural depart
some of the causes of his elevation to the ment, for which he is eminently qualified, 
chair of Stale in 18(31. During his t.erm his posit.ion would be difficult to fill. 
of office was tbe darklOst period of our 

In confirmation of some statements in
national existence. Upon no governor of 

in the foregoing sketch of Gov. Holbrook, 
this State ever rest.ed so grave responsi

we give the followiug extract from bis 
bilities, or of whom was required so ardu

messa,ge in the dark hours of 1862: 
ous, nnremitting labors as devolved upon 

Governor Holbrook and his able cabinet. [Extra.ct j1'Om a VB1'mont pnper]. 

When gloomy croakers and defender8 of "We should gratefully remember the pa

rebellion were makiniS' every possible effort triotic devotion manifested by those who, 

to weaken the al rea.dy bleeding bands sns unable to bear arms and endure the hard-

t(tining our old national ensign, the utter ships 'lnd fatigues of the soldier, bave no

ances of Vermont, through her executive, bly aided and encouraged others to do so, 


... 	 h(td no uncertain sound to the ear of contributing liberally of their means to 
Lincoln or to bis foes. Ovcr 30,000 Ver provide for the brave volunteers. The last
mont soldiers, for tbe Union army, con ing thanks of every patriot are du e to the 
firmed thosc utterances and formed a women of Vermont, for so frecly giving up 
living wall of steel in protection of that their husbauds, brothcrs and sons for tr,e 
"Star Spangled Banner," which, in the struggle, and their sympathy and zeal in 
long ago, had so often waved successful furnishing, in such variety and abundance, 
defiance to the enemies of liberty, and be the articles of their handiwork, and the 
came a worsbiped emblem of our nation's delicacies indisponsable to the comfort of 
glory. The proclamations of our gov the camps (tnd hospitals, and to !lie alle
ernor, in tbat period of peril, were resolute, viation of the sufferings of sick and 
calm and hopeful , with no sign of flinch wounded soldiers, lonely and far from 
ing or cessation of heavy blows at tbe kiudred a.ud home. 
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Thus will it eve.r be with Vermont to the 
end of the war; she will never fll,lter nor 
look back, but will press forward, until, if 
need be, her last dollar is expended, and 
her last son falls upholding in his dying 
grasp 'the flag of our Union,' and with 
his latest breath ejaculating a benediction 
upon his country." 

A large portion of tbe document is 
necessarily devoted to the finances of the 
State_ He then reviews thll work of rais
iug and equipping the several regiments, 
and with brief allusions to the several 
State institutIOns, to which he has been 
able to givc but little attention, owing to 
the pressure of other duties. He thus con
cludcs: 

"It is an occasion for reuewed congrat
ulation that the people of Vermont have 
again shown their devotion to the cause of 
the Union, by laying aside, almost unani
monsly. all considerations of a partisan 
chflracter. and ulliting in earnest support 
of t.he National Government, which is 
charged with the high duty of defending 

.	and maintaining that sacred cause. The 
position of Vermont in this great life 
struggle of the nation, can neither be ques
tioned nor misunderstood. The blood of her 
sons has reddened many battle-fields. and 
their valor and endurance have vindicated 
her historical renown. Her people admit 
no thought of concession to, or compromise 
with. the causcless and wicked rebellion 
now striitlllg at the vitals of the nation, 
and their determination is fixed to endure, 
and fight, and sacrifice, till the govern
ment, established by the wisdom, the 
patriotism, and the blood of our fathers , is 
restored in its beneficent and rightful sway 
over every portion of the Union. 

"The struggle in which the nation is 
engaged is clearly one of life or death. 
Even though the scenes of blood find the 
night of calamity through which we may 
be called to pass, shall shakc the land to 
its foundations and try us to the utmost, 
yet, trusting in the God of our fathers, we 
will not doubt that life is to be the result, 
aud that the nation is to be purified by its 
trials and established and exalted beyond 
the expectations of its founders . Our 
fathers found" a great evil, which they de
plored, but could not separate from the 
good. Current events are tending to pro
duce that separation, by uprooting the 

evil. The rebellion, if persisted in, tnay 
be tbe means, under Providence, of anni
hilating the institution of slavery, which 
all acknowledge to have been its cause. 
The territory of the United i:ltates must be 
preserved in its integrity. 

, , Neither foreign power uor domestic 
insurrection can be allowed to establish a 
rival government within any portion of 
that territory, and, therefore, all means 
justified by the ultimate la.w of self-preser
vation and compatible with Christian civ
ilization, must be applied to the permanent 
suppression of the present rebellion. The 
recent Proclamation of Emancipation by 
the President of the United States, is a 
logica.l result. of the slaveholders' rebellion, 
and as such it is accepted, and will be sus
tained by all loyal men. It is a 'military 
necessity,' and has tlte recommendation to 
our people of according with both justice 
and humanity. 

Gentlemm of the Smate and Hoy.se of 
Representatit'es .' 

" Grave and weighty rasponsibilities rest 
UpOll us in this great crisis. Let us show 
ourselves equal to our duties. Whatever 
we have to do, let us do it with one heart 
and one mind. However humble, we are 
a part of the American Union, and have a 
vital interest in its preservation. It is a 
Union consecrated to Freedom, and it falls 
to our lot and that of our generation to 
prove the ability of freemen to defend and 
preserve our birthright. Our institutions 
are passing through a baptism of blood. 
They must and will be maintained at what
ever sacrifice; and in the momentous issue 
which is upon us, neit.her temporary re
verses will discourage, nor partial successes 
unduly elevate us_ Relyiug upon the in
controvertible justice of our case, the 
bravery, patriotism and intelligence of the 
soldiers of the Union, the unconquerable 
determination, and the spirit of American 
Liberty actuating the loyal people of the 
country, we may confidently look forward 
to and patiently wait tlte time when our 
beloved Republic, under the providence of 
God, shall be 're-established in unity a.lld 
power, and afford a triumphant vindication 
of the ability of a free people to govern 
themselves. 

FREDERICK HOLBROOK." 
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RON. SAMUEL CLARK. 

[We are indebted to the Rev. Joseph 
Chandler, of West Brattleboro, for a copy 
of this sketCh, prepared by him for, and 
read before, the Vermont Historical So
ciety, at its meeting in "this village]. 

Hon. Samuel Clark, a member of this 
society, whose death at the age of 84 gives 
occasion for this notice, was for many 
years a prominent and highly respectable 
citizen of Brattleboro. He was born in 
Lebanon, Conn., in that part of the town 
which is now Columbia, Feb. 28, 1777 
His father was Samuel Clark, of Lebanon, 
son of Timothy Clark of the same town, 
whose father, with a Mr. Dewey, pur
chased a tract of laud of the Indians, 
whir.h tract was called, dowu to a late day, 
the Clark & Dewey purchase. There is a 
tradition that the first ancestors of these 
Chrks in this country came from England 
in the ship Ann, in the year 1622. 

Through his mother, Sarah Cusjlman, 
the subject of this notice was a lineal de
scendant, in the seventh generation, of 
Robert Cushman, who came to Plymouth, 
Mass., in 1621, and who, though not a 
clergyman nor even a "Teaching Elder," 
prepared and delivered a sermon on 
Wednesday, Dec. 12, the day before he 
sailed for England. This was the first 
sermon delivered in New England that was 
printed. The main facts of his life, with 
a list of his descendants in this country, 
are recorded in the volume of "Cushman 
Genealogy," prepared by Hon. Henry W. 
Cushman, of Bernardston, Mass., to which 
volume we are indebted fo.r the main facts 
of this sketch. 

The family of which our deceased friend 
was the ninth, consisted of seven sons and 
four daughters. After the death of his 
brother Eliphas in 1850, who died at Tol
land, Conn., at the age of 82·, he was the 
sole snrvi vor of the family. Till 18 years 
of age, he labored 011 his father's farm in 
Lebanon. Then, after attending a' high 
school for about four months, he went to 
Massachusetts, and for about three years 
was engaged iu teaching school and as a 
clerk in a country store in Bernardston, 
Greenfield and Leyden. He then removed 
to Dover, Vt., where he resided for some 
six years, engaged in mercantile business. 
Sept. 1, 1800, he married Susan Johnson, 

who was born in September, 1778, in El
lington, Conn., daughter of David J ohn
son, of Dover, Vt. In 1804, he removed 
to Guilford, where he prosecuted his busi
ness successfully for nine years. In 1813, 
he weut. back to Dover, which town, in 
1814, he represented in the State Legisla
ture. In 1815, he took up his residence in 
VIest Brattleboro, and for a.bout 15 years 
carried on mercantile business there. In 
the years 1820-21, and also 1825-26, he was 
the representative 'of the town in the Legis
lature. For three years, commencing wit.h 
1827, he was a member of the Council of 
this State. In 1833 he was first assist.ant 
judge of the county court for this county. 
In 1836 he was a delegate from t.his town 
to the couvention for revising the Consti· 
tution. While in the Legislature, he was 
chiefly instrumental in obtaining the char
ter of Brattleboro Bank, of which he was 
for 20 years following a direct.or. For 13 
years he was one of the trustees of the 
Hospital for the Insane, in this town, and 
for 35 years was an active member of the 
Board of Trustees of Brattleboro Academy, 
ever manifesting a lively interest in the 
institution by his large contributions for 
building and other purposes, and by his 
faithfulness to promote the welfare of the 
school. 

His religious life is supposed to have 
commenced during the year 1833, at which 
time, in company with many others. he 
joined the Congregational Church in West 
Brattleboro, then under the pastoral care 
of Rev. Jedediah L. Stark. 

He was, in his sphere, a strong man; 
fitted by nature, and by the wise and dili
gent use of his energies to exert an infiu· 
ence in society. Though possessed of 
strong feelings, his judgment was sound 
and his opinion was much valued by his 
neighbors. Prudence and sagacity were 
marked traits in his character. Another 
pleasing trait was his readiness to make 
amends for anything done under the im
pulse of excited feelings, which he was led 
afterwards to look upon as wrong. He 
was not one of/ those men, of assumed in
fallibility who make it a point never t.o 
take back anything, and never to acknowl
edge themselves mistaken. In many 
instances where he was called upon to ex
press his opinion and to give his vote, he 
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seldom hesitated to declare himself faith
fully and frankly upon the point in ques
tion; and almo~t as often he would express 
his willingness to acquiesce in the decision 
of the ill1ljority against him. In all mat· 
ters, however, involving moral principlc., 
or that seemed to him of superJative im
portance, he was firm and unyielding; and 
he brought 1111 the energies of his strong 
and impetuous nature to bear upon the 
business of maintaining and carrying out 
his convictions. 

His interes t in the welfare of the church 
with which he was connected was deep 
and unabateu to the last. His place in the 
sanctuary was seldom vacant while health 
and strength were given him. He was a 
conscientious, not a captious hearer of 
preachiug. Before the infirmities of age 
preventeu, he was quite regular in his 
attendance upon the prayer meetings of 
the church, particuIa.rly the monthly con
cert in which he manifested special interest, 
aud in which he seldom failed to take a 
part. While he ordinarily gave something 
to all the ordinary objects of christian 
benevolence, he felt more deeply the im· 
portance of the fOl'eign missionary enter
prise than of allY other, and his contribu
tions for that object were regular and freely 
tendered. 

His bequests for charitable and public 
purposes were as follows: To the A. B. C. 
F. :11'1., $5,000; to the Vermont Dom. Miss. 
Society, $3,000; to the Am. Colonization 
80ciety, $1,000 j to tbe Eccl. Society of 
the Congo Church of W est Brattleboro, 
$1,000; to thc corporation of Brattleboro, 
Academy, for maintaining a school for 
boys, $1,000. 

Admonished by the infirmities of age 
and by several slight attacks of paralysis, 
that the end was drawing nigh, he arranged 
his worldly affairs accordingly aud "set 
his house in order." His last illness was 
short, and he fell asleep April 9, 1861. 

EDWARD CROSBY. 

Among the enterprising men wbo bave 
increased th e business facilities, public 
conveniencies and beauty of modern Brat
tleboro, is Edward Crosby, wbo was born 
ill this town in 1815. > Soon after this event 
his father, Godfrey Crosby, removed with 
his family to Marlboro in this county. His 
f ather was also a native of this to;vn, and 

·was bom in 1784. He was of English 
ancestry, and received what was theu 
called a good education. Beginning at 
the age of 17, he taught school several 
terms in succession in the West River dis
trict. After servi'ng several years as a 
clerk in the store of Dea. John Holbrook, 
he married Sylvia Cune and commenced 
trade in Dummerston, assisted by lVIr. 
Holbrook, who held him in high estima
tion. Persons now living heard M:r. Hol-

I' brook say, "Godfrey Crosby was a man 
of superior talents, energetic and faithful 
in the discharge of trusts, with few equals 
in pe~manship and as an accountant." 

The business venture of Mr. Crosby in 
Dummerston praying' unfortunate, he 
again resorted to school teaching, but died 
at the early age of 33 years, leaving his 
family in destitute circumstances. The 
family at this time consistpd o( his widow 
and three children, viz.: Enos, Fanny and 
Edward. 

How well Edward improved the stern 
lessons of poverty and deprivatiou of early 
life, the .history of his life in Brattleboro 
since 1847 will testify. While about half 
a million of dollars have been annually 
passing through his hauds in the 1iour 
trade, requiring unremitting care and re
sponsibility, he has erected three large 
brick blocks in the heart of the village, 
the larger building, known as "Crosby 
Block," containing banks, stores, &c., a.nd 

}the others for mechanical purposes, witb 
steam power and the best of modern con
veniences. 

In 1879 he finished and opened, for the 
public accomnlodation, a large and beauti
ful hall, known as "Crosby Opera Hall." 
In 1870-71, be was elected to· represent his 
native town in the State LegislatUre, 
thereby giving evidence of public estima
tion and approval. A.s he is yet a liv(], 
progressive man, in pract.iee as in theories, 
his future may be even more interesting 
than the past. 

JOHN BURNHAl>L * 
[Extract from the Illinois volume of the United 


States Biographical Dictionary, published at New 

York aud Chicago, 1876] . 


He was born in Brattleboro, Vt., March 
16, 1816 j the son of John Burnham and 

"" The Yankee genius in the bud," when 

rescued by Miss Mary Tyler, in 1821 . See 

concluding pages of the Tyler papers. 
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Rachel nee Rossiter, both of whom were would find men who wanted them, he 
natives of Connecticut. He is a descend· began and soon produced a self-regulating 
ant of Thomas Burnham, who emigrated wind mill. The two now united in the 
from England and settled in Hartford, enterprise, and soon organized a joint stock 
Conn., about 1640. John's educational company in South Coventry, Conn., with 
advantages, very limited in extent: were Mr. Halladay as superintendent and Mr. 
such as the common schools of his native Burnham as general agent. The wonder
place would afford. He early developed a ful growth of the enterprise is abundantly 
fondness for the reading of philosophical shown in the following fact: When the 
works and kindred subjects, but at an machine was first entered at a State fair 
early agc was obliged to close his studies for a premium, it had to be entered as a 

• and assist his father, who was a worker in miscellaneous article, as no such thing had 
gold and silver, also a brass founder and ever been entered on a fair ground for a 
coppersmith. Three years he traveled premium. To-day they are seen at every 
through New Hampshire, :Massachusetts State and County fair throughout the

". and Maine selling and fitting trusses. country, while millions are invested in 
Going to Ellington, Conn., he there en- their manufacture, and they have become 
gaged with Mr. Henry McCray in the a common article for pumping at railroad 
pump business, and soon began the sale of water stations, on farms, aT)d also for run
the now well-.known "hydraulic ram." ning farm machinery, and during six or 
He continued in this business until he was cight years past they have been success· 
nearly 30 years of age, and during that fully used for flouring mill purposes, a 
time found so many who wanted running single machine being sufficient to run three 
water, where they had not faB enough to sets of burrs. The !lour produced is, in 
use the ram, that his attention was diverted quality, equal to that manufactured by 
to the wind as a motive power. Here was steam or water power, and is furnished at 
the power of millions of horses, sweeping a much less expense. 
through the heavens over every man's In 1856, Mr. Burnham removed to 
farm throughout the known world, and Chicago where he resided eight years. He 
might be utilized to the saving of human, there made the acquaintance of John Van 
the dearest of all labor. It was this Nortwick, Esq., a noted western capitalist 
thought that inspired him and urged him and railroad manager. who, after examin. 
on to the prosecution of that invention ing nir. Halladay's invention, induced 
which has more than met his most hopeful some of his friends to join him in forming 
expectations. a joint stock company, entitled "The 

There was at that time no manufactory United States Wind Engine and Pump 
of small wind mills in this country, and Company," with himself ~ presidcnt and 
probably none in the world, the reason general manager, Daniel Halladay as su
Mr. Burnham divined to be the difficulty perintendent, and Mr. Burnham as genocal 
in producing a machine that could stand agent. Up to the present time, (1876), 
the strong winds, and he felt that if this $3,000,000 worth of the Halladay Standard 
difficulty could be obviated, the success of Mills have been sold. 
such a machine would lle certain. Feeling Since the beginning of railroads, civil 
that he had but limited abilities as an in- engineers have deemed the tank house, 
ventor, he applied to Mr. Daniel Halladay fuel and attendance, at water stations in 
then conducting a small machine shop i~ northern climates, indispensable. and it is 
the village, and after several times calling estimated that over $20,000,000 have been 
his attention to the subject, received from expended for this purpose. This became 
him the following reply: a serious objection to the use of the wind 

"I can invent a self-regulating wind mill, as large tanks had to be provided to 
mill that will be safe from all danger of hold water sufficient to last through un
destruction in violent wind storms; but usual calms; and to remove this objection, 
after I should get it made, I don't know of Mr. Burnham began experimenting, with a 
a single lDan in all the world who would view of producing a frost-proof tank. For 
want one." some time he met only with discourage-

Being assured by Burnham that lw ment, as he could not induce a road to 
I 
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allow him to even try his experiment, and 
finally accomplished his purpose through 
a director of one of the railroads. who was 
a stockholder in the wind mill company. 
The first frost-proof tank has now been in 
use during five winters without house, 
fuel or attend<i.nce, and the road 'which 
adopted the improvement has already 
made a saving of more than $150,000, and 
the universal use ioto which this improve
ment is now corning, will , in the nex t 
quarter of a century, produce to the rail
roads of this country a saving of $25,000,
000. Mr. Burnham attributes the success 
of his life not only to perseventnce. untir 
ing industry and an extensive uusiness 
acquaintance throughout almost every 
State in the Union, but also to the superior 
mechanical and financial abilities of the 
men with whom he has been associated in 
busines~ . Of tbe four patents which he 
has Obtained, this la~t he considers by far 
the most important." 

This native of our village, whose name 
has found creditable record, as will be seen 
by the foregoing extract, commenced his 
wandering from home at a very early age. 
To restrain his natural inclination for trav
eling, when about two years of age, he 
was fastened at one end of a long rope, but 
he would keep the rope straitened. and his 
constant cries obtained his liberation. His 
infantile journey, in 1821, was t.owards the 
we~tern prairies-the arena of his fame 
to-day-when he was ni~covered and re
stored to his parents by that goon angel of 
all the little ones-Miss Mary Tyler. 

HON. GEORGE NEWMAN. 

Mr. N ewman was, in his younger days, 
one of the early efficien t mechanics of 
Brattleboro. When a boy he learned the 
trade of carriage making of Capt. Adolphus 
Stebbins at the West Village. We first 
knew him in 1828, when he was employed 
by Elihue H. Thomas in the manufacture 
of fanning mills at tbe south part of the 
East Village. In 1830 he was employed 
by Messrs. Thomas & Woodcock, near the 
time. or at the time. they commenced the 
manufacture of pulp dressers abd other 
machinery used for paper making. He 
was one of tbeir principal workmen, and 
in a few years thereafter succeeded them in 
this business, connected with which was 
an irou foundry, blacksmithing, clothier's 

shop, saw·mill and grist·mill. In this im
portant business, for the time and place, 
he was in co-partnership with Col. A. J. 
Hines and Roswell Hunt, Esq. At one 
period, Lewis Newman, Governeur Mor
ris, Esq.. and Brinsmade, of Troy, N. Y., 
were interested in the business. Until a 
recent elate. Mr. Newman continued at the 
head of the uusiness. 'which finally all 
came into the possession of himself and 
family, uUller the name of George Newman 
&, Son. Without pretension or apparent· 
effort for popuh.rity or office. hc became 
eminent and office was thrust upon him. 
However much people differed in opinion 
about other matters, all believed in George 
Newman. He died Sept. 11. 1872. . 

In the Vermont Phcenix, of Sept. 13, 
1812, f\.ppeared the following obituary no 
tice of him : 

"DEATH OF GEORGE NEWMAN.-Geo. 
Newman, one of the oldest and most re
spected citizens of Brattleboro, died at his 
residence, Wednesday morning, of heart 
disease, after a brief illness, at the age of 
74. Mr. Newman had been a resident of 
this town for more than 60 years. Born 
at Seekonk, Mass., he removed with his 
parents, at an early age, to Marlboro. Vt., 
whence he came to this place a mere lad. 
The history of his life is in Ia.rge measure 
id entified with that of the town of which 
he has so long been an honored resident. 
He served many years as lister, town treas
urer and selectman, and for two years 
represented the town in the Legislature. 
As proprietor of the machine shop, en
gaged in the manufacture of paper ma
chinery, with which he was associated 
from 1837 to 1865, his name was familial' 
to many people in various parts of the 
country, and the respect with which he 
was regarded was universal. Evidence of 

·this 	may be seen in the frequency with 
which he was called upon to settle estates. 
Probably no man in the county has ad
ministeTed upon so many estates as he. 
For more than 20 years he was an ufficer 
of the Windham Provident Institution for 
Savings, and for the last two years was its 
treasurer. He was also one of the original 
members of the Unitarian Church in this 
village, of which he ever remained a 
prominent and liberal supporter. Ever 
ready to oblige a neighbOl' or assist the 
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needy. kindly in all his relations, and with · 
out an enemy in the world, the influence 
of his genial life win not soon pass away, 
nor his memory be forgotten." 

HON. RDWARD KIRKLAND. 

[Extract from Amberst College Record of the class 
of 1831J. 

H e was the son of Samuel and Dorcas 
Kirkland; WtiS born in Warwick, Mass. , 
June 24, 1808, graduated at Amherst Col· 
lege in 1831, studied law in VVorcestflr, 

.. under the direction of Judge Merrick, 
during the first three years after grad ua
tion. He. tht'n located himself in T emple· 
tou, Mass., where he practised successfully 
in the legal profession until 1838. He 
undertook a business agency for the Brat
tleboro Typographic Co., and removed to 
Louisvill e, Ky., where he remained till 
1842, when he returned to the East and re: 
sumed tile pmctice of law in Brattleboro. 
The last two or three years of his Ii fc were 
maI"lred by a gradual decay of his bodily and 
mental powers, owing to repeated attacks 
of paralysis, which terminated his useful 
and Ch ris tian life, Jan. 6, 1866. 

Mr. K irkla nd was successful in his pro
fession, and useful as a citizen and public 
spi ri\.ed man, always ready to lend his 
hand and heart for the promotion of good 
objects, whether political or religious. He 
was several times elected a member of the 
Legislature of Vermont. F or two years 
he was a member of the Vermont Senate. 
He was often active in the labors of polit 
ical campaigns, and was a good deal in 
demand as a "stump" orator. 

In answer to a letter from the class com· 
mittee, Rev. Dr. George P . Tyler, of Brat· 
tleboro, . writes: " During 12 years in 
which I wa.s his pastor. he was a prompt, 
uscful, faithful member of the church.' 
In the various causes of Cllristian benevo
lence, he was energetic a nd generous. He 
was thoroughly acquainted with the great 
foreign and domestic missionary enter
prises and promoted them with constant 
effort and success. As a lawyer, he stood 
among the first; as a citizen, he was often 
intrusted with pu blic duties at home, and 
represen t.ed his t ow n in the State Legisla· 
ture wil,h great credit. Beyond his pro
fessional studies, Mr. Kirkland was a man 
of much literary culture, fo nd of historical 
stndies and beUIJ8-lettres. He left a con-

books of this character. He devoted a 
good deal of time to biblical research , and 
always t.a llght a Bible class. and for sev
eral years superintended loUT Sabbath 
school. Such a man could not fail to be 
missed from the bar, the church and t.he 
commllnity. As a Christian, he felt deeply 
his unworthiness, but while his mind re
mained he exercised a full, and I believe, 
a saving trust in his just ification through 
faith in the Lord Jesus" 

His life was marked repeatedly by sad 
scenes of desolatiug bereavement. which t
put in requisition the supports of a Chris
tian faith and which he met as a Christian. 
Mr. Kirkland was married to Yfiss Cath
erine P. Robinson. of T empleton . )fass., 
May 24, 1836, who di ed in Lou isville, Ky. , 
April 15. 1840. He was married to :iJIiss 
Frances S. M. Robinson. of T empl eton, 
Mass., Oct.. 31, 1844. wh o died in Brattle· 
boro, Vt.. Oct.. 12, 18li8. He was married 
to ;\fiss Mary Slate, of Bernardston. Mass., 
in October, 1859. He left three ch ildren, 
the eldest, bearing hi s name, was bani) in 
April. 186·1. His widow and three chilo 
dren now (1879) live in this town. 

An obituary not ice of his death says: 
"He died at his residence in Brattleboro. 
He was a native of Huntington , Mass., aud 
a graduate of Amherst College, and has 
heen for 24 years a resident of this town. 
He was an able and sll cces~ful lawyer, and 
held in high esteem by all ,;vho knew him. 
"Vas a State Senator in 1853, and was a 
member of the House from Brattleboro. 
He was well known throughout the Connty 
and State, and was reckoned on the list 
of the late Senator Collamer's intimate 
friends. His age was 58 years." 

GEORGE C. HALL. 

George Chandler Hall was born in this 
village on the spot now occupied by the 
Baptist Chq)'ch, F eb. 17, 1828; died at his 
residence on Clinton avenue, Brooklyn, 
N. Y., April 26, 1872. He was the son of 
Gardner C. Hall,* of this town, who was 
also born here. and who for nearly 40 years 

~. Gardner Chandle r H all was born in Brat· 
tJeboro. Oct. 12, 1795 . Julia Ann Leavitt 
was horn in Suffield, Conn., Jan. 27, 1806. 
The persons above named were married Oct. 
6, 182J, and there were horn to them eight 
children, of whom George C. Hall, the sub

siderable library of carefully selecterl I ject of this sketch, was o~,e. 
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occupied a prominent business and social 
position in this community, and won for 
himself a state-wide reputation for en
lightened enterprise and sterling integrity, 
which he transmitted, not in vain, as it 
but too often happens, to his sons. Up to 
the commencement of his sixteenth year, 
George was kept constantly in the village 
schools, then recently remodelled on the 
improved system now existing, and no 
better illustration of the thoroughness of 
the tmining therein prevailing can be 
afforded than by young Hall. 

In 1844, his father placed him with the 
firm of Carruth & Whittier, Boston, whole· 
sale dealers in drugs, oils, paints, &c., 
where he served a long apprenticeship, 
and commenced to form those habits of 
system, energy and strict personal atten· 
tion which marked his after life and led 
to fortune. 

In 1851, Mr. Hall, then about 23 years 
of age, removed to New York and soon 
engaged in the manufacture and sale of 
paints, dealing mainly in white lead, and 
subsequently established the now well 
known firm of Hall, Bradley & Co. , than 
which no business house in the city en~oys 
a higher reputation for liberality, com
mercial integrity and financial soundness. 
He continued in this firm, as its senior 
partner, until his death. 

In 1868, after much solicitation on the 
part of the late Col. Fisk and his associates 
in the management of the Erie milway, 
who had personal knowledge of his especial 
fitness for the place, Mr. Hall consented 
to accept the responsible and laborious 

:position of purchasing agent of that road, 
·wherein his strong will, personal inde
'Pendence, thorough knowledge of men 
and business, aud especially his eminent 
executive ability, found full scope, an(l 
soon made themselves felt in results so 
favorable to the financial condition of the 
company as to render his services a neces
sity thereafter, and to compel him to con· 
t.inue in the position, despite his repeatedly 
expressed wish to retire, up to the time of 
his death. He had also been a director of 

j 
1 

the road for nearly three years; but, fully 

j 
oc('upied by the special duties of his own 
department, he gave little attention to, and 
assumed no responsibility for, the general 
management and policy of the company.

f These, it was well understood, were in the 
I 

exclusive control of an .. inner circle" of 
the directory, to which Mr. Hall and sev
eral of his associates neither sought nor 
obtained admission, and of whose inten
tions and plans, until disclosed and de
veloped by acts, they knew nothing. In 
the final overthrow of Jay Gould and the 
late notorious "Erie ring," however, Co!. 
Hall played an important part, and was 
one of the three directors in the old board 
who commanded the full confidence of the 
rightful owners, now in authority in that 
corporation, and 'was consequently re
tained by them, both in his position as 
director and purchasing agent. It was, 
however, his firm purpose, at a near period 
in the future, to withdraw entirely from 
his connection with the company, with a 
view to devote the leisure thus secured to 
duties and pursuits more congenial to his 
personal tastes. 

Though avoiding all active participation 
in public life, Col. Hall occupied a promi
nent social position in Brooklyn, where he 
resided, and took a lively personal interest 
in many of the enterprises intended to im
prove and adorn that city. He was the 
most active projector of the Pro~pect Park 
Association; was a member of the Art 
Association, and of several other clubs and 
associations. 

Fnneral services were held at his late 
residence in Brooklyn, the officiating cler
gyman being Rev. Dr. Buddington, (CQn
gregationalist), assisted by Rev. Dr. Farley, 
(Unitarian), and were attended by a large 
concourse of prominent citizens, all tcsti ~ 

fying to the high esteem in which he was 
held in the city of his adoption. In the 
absence of Rev. Mr. Jenkins, the funeral 
services at Brattleboro, the following 
Sunday, in the Congregational Church, 
were conducted by Rev. Mr. Noyes, Uni
tarian clerl!yman, of Northfield, Mass. 
The church, the largest in town, could not 
hold the people, and his remains were 
borne tenderly to their final home in the 
beautiful gl'Ounds on Cemetery Hill, by 
his life-long associates and friends, and 
placed beside those of his three children, 
who had preceded him OIl the journey 
whence there is no return. He left a wife, 
twO daughters and a son; also his mother, 
two brothers and a sister. He had accu
mulated an ample fortune, which he dis
posed of by will. 

- -~-- -
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He was moulded on a large scale. His 
physical structure-large, compact, pow
erful-was a t.ype of the whole man, and 
was the fitting abode of a hefl.d and heart 
of like proportions, all obedient to a will 
that yielded to no common obRtacle, En
dowed thus bountifully with all the strong 
elements of manhood, he did nothing 
weakly. Earnest and tenacious in the 
pursuit of desired ends, he rarely failed in 
att.aining them. To his great strength was 
joined a remarkable quickness of percep
tion and promptness in execution, qualities 
seldom found in one of his mould. He 
was essentially a fair-minded and just man, 
hatin" all shams and a.ll forms of hypocrisy 
and u';'eanness with a hatred that knew no 
bounds. Like most men of strong feeling . and will, he w:.~ often impatient and some
times imperious; hut his strong: sense of 
just.ice restrained him, even t.hen, from 
serious wrong doing, and those who knew 
him best realized that his occasional 
brusqueness of manner seldom had a 
rough purpose, and not unfrequently con
cealed the kindest thoughts and'intentions. 
His open-handed liberality is known to all, 
though but few of his constant acts of 
killdnessand generosity have been hemlded 
abroad. His tender affection for his 
family-for wife, ehildren, sisters, broth
ers, and especially for his widowed mother, 
from whom he inherited many of his 
marked physical and mental traits, was 
deep and enduring and found constant ex
pression, more in deeds than words, To 
his younger brothers and sister, on the 
death of his father many years ago, he 
acted a father's as well as an elder broth
er's part, and their preparation for and .. establishment in life, as their circumstances 
required, was his especial care. Among1 the strongest · characteristics of his strong 
nature were his remarkable local att.ach
ments and his never-changing affection for 
his friends. Though he went out from 
among: us while yet a boy, he never ceased 

.. to reg~rd the place of his birth and the 
scene of his youthful trials and pleasures, 
as t.he one spot on all the earth most to be 
desired and cherished. No project having 
in view the interests and welfare of his 
nat.ive town, ever appealed to him in vain . 
He had already done much for her material 
advancement but it is within the knowl
edge of man;, that he looked forward with 

peculiar pleasure to other and greater 
benefits he might bestow, In his death 
Brattlcboro has lost a dutiful son and a 
most hearty and generous friend. 

HON. B. D. HARRIS. 

COT.. ARNOLD J. HINES 

Was born in Guilford, Vt., Jan, 28, 180.'), 
married Sarah, daughter of Ezekiel Gore, 
of Bernardston, lIiass., in 1827. Two 
daughters of this union are still living
Mrs. Mary J. Cutler and Mrs. Sarah A. 
Morrill-a son having died in infancy. 
His wife died March 14, 1835. In 1837, 
he married Maria L. Brown, grand-daugh
ter of Gamaliel Arnold, of Dummerston 
Hill , who still (1879) survives him. The 
result of this union was a daughter, Mrs. 
Julia M. Wilder, and a son, George A. 
Hines. His father, Thomas Hines, was by 
trade a millwright and tlle favorite right 
hand man of Dea. John Holbrook in est.ab
lishing his first mechanical operations in 
this village, and in 1829, Arnold and his 
father removed to this place, where the 
remainder of their lives was passed . 

Arnold J. Hines, as captain of the old 
artillery and colonel in the old Vermont 
State milit.ia, in the declining days of our 
military organization, proved worthy to 
lead a "forlorn hope." He was prominent 
in the tire department, in securing the first 
village charter, and was one of the original 
members of the Prospect Hill Cemetery 
Association. As a principal or important 
actor in establishing and sustaining the 
only religious organization in this village 
south of Whetstone Brook, h.e will be long 
and gratefully remembered. In rcligion 
he was a firm believer in the final restora· 
tion of all mankind t.o holiness. In poli· 
tics he was a strong anti-slavery Democrat 
until the christening of the Republican 
party, of which , it may be said, he was 
one of its originH-l members. His last days, 
whic:h were days of suffering, were char
acterized by the heroic resignation and 
tender pH-tience which might be expected 
from a man of llis large and generous na
ture and his last effort, just as he was en
teri~g the valley of shadows, was a pleas
ant word and E'mile to a ministering friend. 

[fllrom the Vermont P luenix. ] 

"He was for twenty-five years the 
senior partner of .tlle well and widely_ 
kno'Yn firm of Hines, Newman & Co., 
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iron founders and machinists. In the 
responsible and too often thankless labors 
of the fire department, village and sehool 
offices, he was often employed , and his 
efforts therein were largely instrumental 
in giving character to this village. He 
wa>; a man' of excellent judgment, of" good 
business habits, and his advice was fre· 
quently sought and highly appreciated by 

. his townsmen. In all the relations of life, 
he was a man of integrity of dutra.cter, 
combined with a geniality of disposition 
that commanded the respect and affection 
of his fellow-citizens no less than of his 
more intimate associates and friends. 
The existence of an internal tumor, which 
was rapidily developing, led him, about a 
year before his death. to retire from busi
ness [Lnd dose up his worldly [Lffairs. The 
tumor terminated his life April 6, 1862. 
An examination disclosed the fact that it 
was a fleshy, fibrinous substance, with 
several attachments to the abdomen. OIL 
weighed 78 ponnds. All the other organs 
'of the body were in a sound condition, 
except as they were displaced by this mon
strous tumor." 

It seems that a large share of his nutri 
ment was, in "ome mysterious way, 
'diverted from its legitimate purpose to in
creasing the size of this formation. This 
sad case, so remarkable and without pre
cedent here or elsewhere, so far as we 
,know, is deemed worthy of record. 

DR. CHARLES CHAPIN 

Was born at Orange, Mass., July 10, 1803, 
bnt his father, Judge Oliver Chapin, a 
soldier of the Revolution, removed to 
Bratlleboro almost directly afterwards, 
w here he continued to reside and to act a 
prominent part in business and public 
affairs during the remainder of his life. 

1 
Dr. Chapin was fitted for college by 

'Rev, Dr. Coleman, and graduated from 
Harvard University in 1823, when 20 years 
old. He went through the usual course of 

I. 	
studies for the medical profession under 
the direction of the celebrated Dr. Bige
low, of Boston, and commenced the prac· 
tice of medicine in Springfield, :Mass., in 
1826. In 1827, he married Elizabeth B. 
Bridge, of Charlestown, Mass., by whom 
·he had one child, Elizabeth Alice, who 
married Joseph Clark 'in 1846 or '47. 

In 1800, his first wife having died, he 
married Sophia Dwight Orne, of :Spring
field, by whom he had five children
Lucinda Orne, Oliver Howard, Mary 
Wells, William Orne dnd Charles Jones
all now (1878) living. In 1831, Dr. Chapin 
removed to Brattleboro, and soon after 
gave up the practice of medicine and 
thereafter devoted himself to business and 
public affairs, filling many public offices 
with credit and fidelity. He was a memo 
ber of the legislature ill 1833, and was for 
a 10llg time deputy sheriff and the most 
active officer of that kind in the county. 
He was United States Marshal during the 
administration of President Pierce, and 
for many years was one of the efficient 
directors of the Vermont Nlutual [nsur· 
ance Company. He was one of the first 
members and organizers of the Unitarian 
Society of this place, and for 25 years was 
a favorite moderator and presiding officer 
at town meetings and other public gather
ings, and his services were in frequent 
request to conduct funerals. For IDany 
years, and ·until infirmities forbade, he was 
the very acceptable and efficient chief en
gineer of our fire department; also a 
directo.r of the Vermont Valley Railroad 
Company when their road was being con 
structed, in 1850, and at the same period 
a clerk of the company. 

Dr. Chapin was an active, energetic, 
influential and useful man in this commu
nity for nearly 40 years, and whatever was 
given him to do was always well and faith
fully done. During a period of several 
years after resig1,ling his medical practice, 
his advice in council was deemed of im· 
portance by the profession. Nature had 
indeed been lavish in giving him excellence 
of form and feature, a good cons~itution 

and a commanding presence; high spirited, 
quick of apprehension, honorable and just 
in his dealings with all men, possessing all 
the advantages which education, wealth, 
social culture and position give, his influ· 
ence wa~ wide and enduring. While not 
without faults, his virtues were of the 
manly sort which command universal es
teem. Suffering about seven years from 
paralysis, he died on the 47th anniversary 
of his second marriage, Jan. 6, 1878.-@X· 
tmct j1"o-m tIl<! writings of G has. K. Field. 

-----".;;;;iAC:._ 
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HON. ASA REYES 

Was horn in Putney, Vt. , May 30, 1787. 
His father was Deacon I srael Keyes. He 
fitted for college in the then somewhat 
fa'nous Chesterfield, N. H., Academy, and 
graduated at Dartmouth in 1810. He 
engaged in teaching for a. couple of years, 
then stmlied law with Judge Phinehas 
IVhite, of Putney, and olle year with 
Ebenezer Rockwood, of Boston. He was 
admitted to the Windh am Oounty har in 
1814; married Sarah Britton, of Chester· 
field, N. H ., J an. 7, 1815. He practiced 
law at Putney until 1833, when he removed 
to Brattleboro, where he has ever since 
resided. He early became a Mason and 
was for a time IV. Dr. of Gold en Rule 
L odge in Putney. 

He has held, and what is better, fill ed 
many official positions; he repre~ented 

Putney in the lower branch of the legisla
ture in 1826 and 182·7, and Brattleboro in 
1835. Was a senator of Windham Oounty 
in 1855 and 18.'56, and both year~ a promi
nent mem ber of the judiciary committee. 
He was Judge of Probate for the West
minster district while residing in Putney, 
and that positioil gave him the title of 
"Judge," which he has since borne. He 
was also, for a number of years, Register 
of Probate for the Westminster district, 
and for 15 years preceding 1879, Register 
of the Marlboro district. He has been a 
Justice of the Peace" since a time whereof 
the memory of man runneth "not to the 
contrary. " Was a tru;;tce of the Windham 
Provident Institution for Savings from its 
origin, and of the Vermont Savings Bank 
since the change of name. He drew the will 
of Mrs. Marsh, the founder of the Vermont 
Asylum, and was for 35 years a trustee of 
that institution. He framed the charter 
for that institution and secured its passage 
through the legislature. 

J.udge Keyes early stepped into the front 
rank of his profession and always stayed 
there. The bar of Windham County has 
always been an able one, and he did his 
part for more than half a century to keep 
the standard of excellence high . Though 
not eminent as a jury advocat.e, he was a 
successful practitioner; he was a good 
draughtsman, a skillful pleader , and the 
best equity lawyer in Southern Vermont, 
if not in the whole State. His Supreme 

Court briefs are models for other practi
tionergj he was always listened to atten
ti ve ly by the courts. for he never talked 
unless he had something to say. He was 
studious and painstaking, faithful to his 
client.s and honest with the COUl't. H e 
was a good husband, a kinrl fa,ther, and 
always faithful to every trust; he never 
attained to wealth. The income arising 
from the practice of his profession he spent 
freely in his family , and gave generously 
to the church he attended , to public objects 
and to the poor and needy, as many a.mong 
them can testify. 

He is now , (March 22, 1879), nearly 92 
years old, but still a healthy, vigorons old 
gentleman ; he is the oldest living graduate 
of Dartmouth Oollege, the oldest lawyer 
in Vermont, the oldest Mason and the 
oldes t justice of the peace. His good, 
vigorous old age is due in part to a healthy 
constitution, but mainly to his temperate 
and methodical habits. Though never a 
"total abstainer, " he has ever been tem
perate and abstemious in both eating and 
drinking. He always loved his pipe and a 
game of whist. To those who know him 
best, his conversation is still entertaining 
and inst ructive. 

Of his foUl' children, one is the wife of 
Judge Royall Tyler of this village; an
other, a faithful daughter, who ca,res for 
her father in his declining years; a son, 
Judge George B. Keyes, died in .Californi a 
two years since, a,nd another daughter, de
ceased, was the wife of Dr. F. N. Palmer, 
of Boston, Mass. 

C RAS. N. DAVENPORT. 

RON. JONATHAN DORR BRADLEY , 

Son of Hon. William C. Bradley, of West
minster, Vt., was born in Westminster, 
Vt., in 1803; WliS a graduate I)f Yale Col
lege and fitted for the legal lJrofession; 
was married to Susan Crossman in 1829, 
and first practiced law at Bellows F alls, [.
but the most of his professional li fe- about 
30 years-was passed in Brattleboro, where 
he died in September, 1862. His widow 
and f<lur sons are now, (1878), living. 
William C., a graduate of Harvard in 1851, 
and Richards now reside in this place. 
St.ephen Rowe lives in New York and is 
of the firm of H,lll , Bradley & Co., exten
sive manufacturers of white lead. Arthur 
C. graduated at Amherst, class of 1876. 
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The subject of our sketch was a grandson 
of Hon. Stephen R.Bradley, who was one of 
the foremost men of Vermont a hundred 
years ago. Before our State was a mem
ber of the Union, he rendered important 
services in resisting her enemies, and WRS 

highly fitted by nature and cultivation to 
advocate our claims-Ihe right to 'exist as 
a State in the Union-against the deter· 
mined opposition of New York. How 
grandly and triumphantly he assisted our 
infant State in her early struggles,has long 
since been recorded in history. [See Hall's 
History of Eastern Vermont]. During, 
and years before, the declaration of war 
with England in 1812,* he was United 
States Senator from this State, and his son, 
William C.,-the father of J. Don Brad
ley-was elected Representative to Con
gress a short time after the close of said 
war. 

Hon. Jonathan Dorr Bradley, in some 
specialties, had no equal in his profession 
in this county, if in the State. His 
knowledge of mechanics-extensive scien
tific attainments and willingness to impart 
the same to otbers-rendered him an 
alm:lst inexhaustible source of information 
upon matters often imperfectly understood 
by the learned. as well as those of more 
ordinary attainments, To thoroughly 
understand the laws governing the pro· 
duction of the natural and artificial, or the 
discovery and bringing to light a hidden 
or obscure truth, seemed to be the greatest 
pleasure of his life. Pecuniary motives 
had but little if anything to do with his 
scientific labors, so far as he was personally 
concerned, but he gladly and freely fur
nished theories for the practical. Those 
who have met him, in controversy 21t the 
bar or elsewhere, have learned that his 
mental exercises in the sciences did not 
render him a less formidable antagonist in 
debate. 

In the days of, Andrew Jackson he acted 
with the democracy, but he was "not a 
radical, or so governed by prejudice as not 
to candidly weigh and examine the views 
of his opponents. His devotion to truth 
was ardent and unremitting, and he was 
al ways ready to 

.X'S ee correspondence of Judge Tyler and 
Senator Robinson in Tyler papers. 

" Seize upon truth where e' er ' tis found, 
On Christian or on heathen ground; 
·The plant's divine where e'er it grows, 
Amongst our friends or 'mongst our foes." 

It became so apparlmt that the Demo
cratic party had lost all claim to that name, 
by following John C. Calhoun to death 
and destruction, lVIr. Bradley early left the 
sinking ship, and ever after acted with the 
dominant party in this State in sustaining 
the old flag, and shortly before our civil 
war-in 1856-57-he represented this town 
in the tltate Legislature. It was there he 
became noted by his able action in the 
State House question. There was healing 
in his presence before tumultuous assem
blies and heated clashing of opinions. He 
was on the first board of directors of the 
Vermont & Massachusetts Railroad Co., 
and no one in this place exerted so power
ful an influence in forwarding the con
stlUetion of that road to Brattleboro. His 
simple presence at railroad meetings in 
towns on the route was to all a harbinger 
of success; but when came forth in earnest 
tones his arguments, honest convictions 
and prophesies, all dou bts of success van
ished. Difficulties or opposition only 
aroused him to greater efforts, and those 
efforts did not cease until the occasion for 
them passed away. 

As memory calls up the early days of his 
advent here, we see him, as if but yester
day, at tl~e Village Lyceum. From his 
inexhaustible mental resources came forth 
telling arguments, with playful sallies of 
wit, compelling a general laughter of the 
audience, more beneficial to the dyspeptic 
portion than all the patent medicines ever 
invented. Nor can we ever forget, when 
addressing a juvenile assembly, bow he 
held the attention of little boys and girls, 
who would seem to see nothing but his 
genial countenance, and hear nothing ,but 
his words of wisdom, so attractively and 
ingeniously adapted to their comprehen· 
sion. Upon one such occasion, in the 
Goodhue oak grove, in July, 1842, a 
stranger to Mr. Bradley, from Ohio, re
marked, at the conclusion of lVIr. Bradley's 
address, as follows: 

"The gentleman who gave the last ad
dress bas ,uttered the fewest words, but he 



---------- -

BRATTLEBORO. 137 

has really said more than the five gentle
men who have preceded him. H e is cer
tainlya Christian, for he has given us the 
whole law and gospel. ' Vho is he and 
what is his business?" 

vVe replied: "He is a lawyer by pro
fession, and his name is J. D . Bradley. If 

lecturer upon slavery. vViping the per
spirati on from his brow, he said to Mr. 
Bradley: 

"A man who will lecture about the 
country, forming abolition societies, de
serves a coat of tal' and featherd, and I 
hope Tyler will be ridden ou t of town on 

he is a Christian, I think he is not con- I a ra il before to-morrow night. " 
scious of it, for he belongs to no church, 
amI is rarely seen in attendance upon 
religious exercises." 

"Real Christians," said he, "are the 
last ones to know it of themselves, but. 
their light may so shine that others may 
know it. When you find a ma.n who is 
quite positive he is a Christian , you may 
well be Oil the lookout for him. There 
never was a face like Mr. Bradley's on a 
bad man." 

P erfect master of the science of adapta
t ion to all grades of intellect., 111'. Bradley's 
remarks always found attentive li steners. 
The countenances of the hod-carrier, me
ehanic, scholar, fanner and mercllaut all 
assumed a more happy and elevated ex
pression so long as the sound of his voice 
could be heard. Hi s young professiona.l 
brethren will ever grat.efully remember the 
information imparted to them by him, in 
so modest and inquiring a manner, as to 
make it seem he WflS the learner and pre
vent, 80 far as possible, a fee ling of obliga
t ion from his inferiors. After some 25 
years practice of the law, his f riend Ros
well M. Field , a noted lawyer of St . 
Lonis, reproved him for not giving the 
Yankee proof of success in life. 

"Roswell," said he, " I have laid up 
my treasures in Heaven , where moth and 
rust doth not corrupt nor thieves break 
through and steal. " 

Several instances could be given where 
he, in his intercourse with mankind, faith
fully obeyed the instructions in Proverbs, 
chapter 25, verse 5. We will give one in
stance of his ready wit : 

Coming hastily into the law office of }Ir. 
F., he enquired for Chitty on Contrac ts. 

" Wha.t do you wish to know?" replied 
1l1r. F., plar:ing one finger on his forehead, 
"I carry my book here. " 

" I see," said MI'. Bradley, "bound in 
calf." 

Neal' the cl ose of a warm day in July, 
1837, a prominent citizen of the village 
became highly excited in denouncing a 

Mr. Bradley calmly replied: "I think 
among our societies we need one more, and 
1 would suggest it be a keep GOo/society." 

In conversation with a neighbor, upon 
the cul tivation of plums, Mr. Bradley said: 
"I know the curculio is considered a. for
midable obstacle t o the culture of plums, 
but to a certain extent they are needful to 
prevent a too great abundance of fmit. 
'Vhen they appear in excess, we must, fight 
them , and if they are Smftrter than we are 
they will get all the plums, to which they 
are entitled, by the same rule govern.ing in 
transactions of far greater importance." 

[The following we received from Wm. 
C. , eldest sou of Mr. Bradley]: 

" The late J. D OlT Bradley, soon after 
he entered on his professional career, re
ceived the gift from a friend of a noble 
mastiff, named J owlel', to wllich he beGame 
lUnch attaclled. About that time a. motion 
was made in the legislature to ta.x dogs, 
which gave rise to the follo wing jeu 
d'esprit from his pen. The effect was to 
defeat the motion, and it was laid aside for 
lllany years; indeed, until he became a 
member himself, when it was again intro
duced, and he recited, at the request of a 
colleague, the lines to Jowl er, with the 
same effect as before. Since his decease 
it has passed int.o a law. There is a like
ness of J owler in tile possession of J. D. 
Bradley's family, painted by his friend 
Fisher." 

'£0 MY DOG JOWLER. 

Jowler! tbey have taxed you, honest friend ' 
Assessed you, put you in the roll, 

To ex ile every dog they'll send, 
Unless some friend will pay his poll. 

By all that's good, the rascals meant 
Betwixt us two to breed a strife, 

And drive yOIl into banishment, 
Or bribe your friend to take your life. 

But Jowler, clon't YO ll be alarmed! 
If politicians do neglect you, 

Confound their tax ! you shan't be harmed, 
I know your worth and 1'1\ protect YOIl ! 

J 
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But taxes by the constitution 
Convey the right to represent, 

So, dogs, by this same resolution, 
Might just as well as men be sent. 

Now, dogs and men and voters hear! 
That Jowler's put in llomination 

To go, upon the coming year, 
And aid in public legislation. 

lowler, avoid the demagogues, 
Keep out of the minority; 

Take care to smell of other dogs, 
And vote with the majority. 

How be was regarded by his most inti
mate friends and members of the 18gal 
professioD. in tbis State, may be learned by 
the action of a meeting of the bar of the 
United States Circuit Court for the Dis· 
trict of Vermont, holden at Rutland, on the 
3rd day October, 1862. Hon. Lucius B. 
P eck was called to the chair. 

On motion of R. E. Stoughton, Esq., E. 
J . Phelps, A. P. Lyman lind Horace Allen, 
Esgs., were appointed a committee to 
report appropriate resolutions relative to 
the decease of Hon. J. DoTl' Bradley, of 
Brattleboro. On motion, Mr. Stoughton 
wa.s added to the committee. Tbe com· 
mittee reported the following resolutions: 

Resol?;ed. That the members of this bar 
have heard, with profound sensibility and 
regTet, the announcement of the death of 
Hon. J . Dorr Bradley, since the last term' 
of this court. 

R esolved. Tha.t it is due to his memory 
that this occasion should not be allowed to 
pass without plllcing upon record, as the 
unanimous and deliberate judgment of his 
brethren throughout this State, that the 
profession to which his life was devoted 
loses in his death one of its most valuable 
members and most admired ornaments. 

Reso/?;ed. That we shall cherish an un· 
flliling >tnd grateful remembrance, which 
none who knew him would Willingly for
get, of his distinO'uished abilities as an ad
vocate, his varied and elegant acquirements 
as a scl1olar, his genial anel attractive 
qualities as a mao; and sball recall with a 
sa.d pleasure, in the scenes from which he 
has depart.ed, tbose professional labors we 
shared with bim, euriched on his part by 
leal'Uing so complete, by wit so rare and 
sense so full, and inspi red al ways by so 
thorough an appreciation of what belonged 
to the lawyer anel the gentleman. 

Resolved. Tl1at these resolutions and the 
proceeuings of this meeting be presented 
to the COllrt, with the request of the bar 
that they be allowed to be entered on the 
minutes, and that the clerk of the court be 

desired to transmit a copy to the family of 
t.he 'deceased, and to furnish copies for 
publication. 

E. J. PHELPS, for Committee. 

The resolutions were unanimously 


.adopted, and the meeting adjourned. 
LUCIUS B. PECK, Chairman. 

CLEHK'S OFFICE. UNITED STATES I 
CIRCUIT COURT, DIST. OF VERMONT. ) 

1 hereby certify that the above and fore ." 
going is a true copy of record. 

B. B. SMALLEY, Clerk. 

[From the Vermont Watchman of Sept. 
19th, 1862: 

" It is with great sorrow that we record 
the death of this distinguished gentleman, 
at his residence in Brattleboro, on the 9th 
inst. Vi{e learn that he was taken severely 
ill witli fever some three weeks since, and 
that his disease made rapid progress, until 
it quencbed one of the most cnltivated in
tellects and genial hearts that our State ha.s 
produced. He had a discerning, rapid and 
comprehensive mind, an elegant and varied 
culture. He was qnick and ardent in his 
sympathies, a lover of truth and justice, 
and a. fervid hater of all shams and hypoc
risy. He was a member, for Brattleboro, 
of the House of Representatives for twO' 
years, in which the State House contro
versy was wag'ed, and distinguished him
self as leader in debate in that most bril· 
liant confl ict. 

"If it had not been fo r his deafness, 
which prevented his hearing all points of 
discussion, no man that Vermont has pro
duced would have surpassed bim in the 
debate in the balls of legislation. But 
whatever might have becn the qualities 
that fitted him for a public career, he was 
most eminent in social and private life. 
His rare store of information and culture 
were open to his friends, and he had few 
equals in the genial exchanges and conver
sa.tions of social life. His reading was 
extensive and 1'echerclu:, his memory was 
retentive, his style of conversatioD. was 
playful and c,1,ptivating and always appro
priate to his theme, his perceptions were 
quicl< and vivid, his illustl'a.tions apt and 
beautiful, and his whole air and manuer 
reminded us of the school of elder times in 
whicIJ l1e had his training. The deatb of 
such a man is a public calamity, and in 
common with his nearer associates and 
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neighbors and friends, we would lay a 
small trihute of our high appreciation of 
his worth upon his fresh made grave." 

[The above wllS undoubtedly from the pen of 
Hon. E. P. Walton.-En.] 

We omitted to state that Hon. Stephen 
R. Bradley was the first U. ::l. Senator 
chosen from Vermont. 

WILLIAM MORRIS HUNT, 

The eldest son of Hon. Jonathan Hunt, of 
Vernon, Vt., and Jane Maria Leavitt, of 
Suffield, Conn., from whose maternal side 
he inherited his genius for art, was born 
in Brattleboro, Vt., March 31, 1824. 

Upon the death of his father, in 1832, 
his mother removed from Brattleboro with 
her family to New Haven, Conn., where 
William was placed at Mr. Skinner's 
school. He very early showed skill in 
drawing, and several finely drawn sketches 
and even. small cameo heads are preserved 
in the family, done by him previous to his 
tenth year. 

In New Haven, Signor Gambadella, an 
Italian. gentleman who had fled from Italy 
during the troublesome times of Silvio 
Pellico, was engaged to give William his 
first regular instl'llctions in drawing. 

In 1839, he was prepared for college by 
)£r. William Wells, of Cambridge, .Mass., 
and was matriculated at Harvard in 1840. 
Owing to a pulmonary difficulty during 
his senior year, a change of climate was 
recommended by his physicians, and Oct. 
9, 1843, he accompanied his mother and 
family to Europe. As his life hencefor
ward was devoted to art, a sketch of his 
career as an artist will best define the 
limits of this paper. 

The winter and spring of 1843-44, was 
spent in Rome, where he applied himself 
to tlte study of drawing and sculpture. 
During the summer, he traveled through 
i:;witzerland on hor£eback, visited Paris 
and many places of interest in England, 
and in the spring of 1845 went to Athens 
and Constantinople. In 1845 he entered 
the Art Academy of Dusseldorf, where he 
devoted himself exclusively to anatomy 
and drawing, and not liking the style of 
this scllUol, he did not join the class in 
paintiug. 'iV"hile in Dusseldorf he lived in 
the family of Leutze, the artist, and held 
most friendly relations wiLh Lessing, 801lll, 
Schrredter, and other notable men of that 
school. 

At this time Lessing was painting his 

picture, "The J\fartyrdom of John Huss," 
and selected the hea.d anu figure of his 
friend Hunt as a model for the martyr. 

He passed the summer of 1846 in 
America, then returned to Pm·is. Pre
ferring the French method in painting, 
Mr. Huut entered the studio of Thomas 
Couture in the spring of 1848. Here for a 
year or more he worked in the scholar's 
room, when, at the suggestion of his ma.s· 
tel', he took a large studio with Couture in 
the" rne de la Tour des Dames," formerly 
occupied by Horace Vernet. 'iV"hile work
ing here be made his first exhibition in 
the French "salon," and his pictures of 
"The Prod igal Son" and "The Fortune 
Tcller" received very favorable public 
notice. At the next annual exhibition he 
sent to the "salon," amongst others, his 
picture of the "Margnerite." This pic
~ure was marked for purchase on the pri
vate list of Napoleon, but owing to 
political troubles no paintings were bought 
by him that year. 

At this time he became acquainted Wiill 
Jean Francois ]\lillet, then living in the 
Iml111et of Barbison in the forest of Fon
ta.inbleau. Between them a strong friend
ship wa.s formed that reSUlted in Hnnt's 
going to Barbison to study near his friend. 
Here or in Paris he continued to work for 
several years, purchasing, meanwhile, 
many of :Millet's pictures long before the 
latter had acquired his pre-eminent Ell
ropean repntation. The genius of no 
living artist seems to have impressed Hunt 
so strongly as the gran.d simplicity of 
Millet. 

To the first Universal Exposition, held 
in Paris in 1855, ;rIr. Hunt sent several 
pictures, "The Violet Girl" and" Girl at 
the Fountain," which were pronounced 
by Theophile Gautier t.he best in (.he 
American department. 

Returning to America in 18.')5, he mar
ried Miss Perkins, of Boston, and passed 
a year in Brattleboro, Vt.. and thence 
went to reside in Newport, R. 1., spend
ing, however, a winter with friends in the 
Azores-1857-58. 

A ludicrous incident occurred at this 
time, when several of his pictures, that had 
received praiseworthy comments from the 
Parisirrll press, were sent to our National 
Academy. These were mentioned by the 
art crilics of New York, of that day, as 
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decidedly the worst specimens of art in 
the exhibition, with the exception, per
haps, of a small painting by a Mrs. X .* * ! 
Since 1861, Mr. Hunt has resided in Bos
ton, with the exception of' two years in 
Europe, and two winters in Mexico and 
Florida. 

In Boston his time has been devoted 
chiefly to portrait painting, and am ong the 
best known are those of Chief Justice 
Shaw, John Quincy Adams, William M. 
Evarts, Gov. John A. Dix, and one of 
himself. About 1868, he opened his studio 
to scholars for two or three years, ann 
when so me of his scholars formed classes 
of their own, he continued deeply i.nter
ested and has ever maintained over them a 
constant personal supervision. It is to his 
devotedness and untiring efforts in assis t
ing the younger artists that the healthy 
impulse to art in New England is largely 
due and. recognized. 

It was during these lessons that one of 
his pupils wrote down daily a few of his 
remarks to the different schola.rs, which 
were la.ter. (1875), published under the 
title of "Talks on Art." This little work 
had a great success in England as well as 
in this country. John ?\'Iillais, the English 
artist, wrote the preface to the Euglish 
edition, and the reviews in England, and 
tile press genflrally, had vflry complimen
tary notices on the work, besides most 
flattering letters were written about it by 
distinguished persons, among otbers by 
the poet Browning. 

But figure painting alone has by no 
means absorbed the whole of Mr. Hunt's 
time. While in Europe, he modeled, re
stored and put in marble the beautiful 
head of the Neapolitan Psyche. He also 
cut many fine heads in cameo, (184.7), and 
lithographed and published, about 1859, a 
series of his own paintings. Besides, he 
has devoted considerable time to land
scapes, ann among the most memorahle 
are his views of Niagara, painted in the 
summer of 1878. His las t great work was 
an order by the State of New York for two 
large allegorical pictures for tlle new 
capitol at Albany. The subjects of these 
paintings, e!,ch 45x16 feet, were "Anahi
ta, " or "The .Flight of Night," and" The 
Discoverer." These grand paintings, on 
stone, finished in 55 working days, in De
cember, 1878, were hailed by the artists as 

making a new departure in art, and they 
have received unqualified approbation 
from the press, as the most in:iportant 
works of their kind in America. 

In personal appearance, Mr. Hunt was 
about five feet 11 inches in height, slender, 
but sinewy. H e had a compact head, 
aquiline nose, keen gray eyes, and long 
g ray beard. He was of a very nervous 
temperament, a most serious workel', but 
off his work overfiowing with vivacity. 
There was no brighter wit, and he could 
tell a humorous incident to t.he life. V ery 
sensitive not to ruffle the feelings of others, 
yet he had, perhaps, the one fault of being 
over-absorbed in art, and we may add in 
fine horseB. 

Since the above was written it has be
come our sad task to record the death of 
Mr. Hunt, which occurred Sept. 9, 1879, 
at the Isle of Shoals, oft' Portsmouth, N. 
H. In complia.nce with an often expressed 
desire, he was buried in Brattleboro, Vt. 
A deep public as well a.s private interest 
was taken in Mr. Hnnt's death. 

In the fall of 1879, a loan exhibition of 
many of his paintings and charcoal draw
ings opened at the Boston Art Museum, 
and was visited by 60,000 persons. 

In conclusion, a word may be added 
concerning the two great mural paintings 
at Albany. Although they were finally 
executed with great rapidity and by ~ 
methods of unsurpassed durability, yet t 

both the subjects, " The Discoverer" and 
"Anahita," or, "The Flight of Night," l 

lcover, in their conception, partial treat
ment at long intervals and final rendering, 
almost the whole of his artistic career. 

Of "The Discoverer," a sketch exists 
made by Mr. Hunt many years ago; while 
the idea of "Anahita" as a pendan t to 
Guido's "Aurora," was first suggested 
in 1847, by the writer of this notice in 
the following lines : 

ANAHITA . 

Enthroned upon her car of light, the 111 00n 
Is circling down the lofty heights of HeO,ven; 
Her well-trained courses wedge the blindest 

depths 
With fearful plunge, yet heed the steady hand ~ 
That guides their lonely way. So swift her 

cou rse, 

So bright her smile, she seems on siJver wings, 
O'er-reaching space, to glide the airy main; 

'L 
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Behind, far-flowing, spreads her deep blue veil, 
In wrought with stars that shimmer in its wave. 

Before tbe car an owl, gloom sighted, flaps 
.	His weary way; with melancholy hoot 
Dispelling spectral sbades that flee 
With bat-like rush, affrighted, back 
Within the blackest nooks of caverned Night, 
Still Hours of darkness wend around the car, 
By raven tresses half concealed; but one, 
With fairer locks , seems lingering back for 

Day. 
Vet all with eVen measured footsteps mark 
Her onward course. And floating in her train 
R epose lies nest led on the hreasl of Sleep, 
While so ft Desires enclasp the waist ofo 

Drealns, 
And light-winged Fancies flil arou nd in troops, 

L. H . 

From Boston Daily Adve1'tise1', Jan, 4,1879, 

MURAL PAINTINGs.-M:r. Hunt's muntl 
paintings iu the assembly chamber at 
Albany, N. Y., could be approached, a 
week or two ago, by a scaffolding, which 
is now removed. These paintings were, 
of course, made with the intention of their 
being seen from the fioor 01' galleries; but 
the view from the scaffolding was full of 
an interest of its own, as it w as there 
possible either to examine the most deli· 
cate details of the artist's work, or to look 
I1t it across the great hall it completes. 
Some acconnt of snch a view may, there
fore interest even those friends of 111:1'. 
HtllJt who mcan to see his last and best 
work for themselves. 

vVe are told, and it is easy to believe, 
that the assembly chamber is the largest 
and most beautiful room in this country. 
Its general effect is cheerful, but grave j 
it is built entirely of stone, much of it of a 
warm, yellow gray; the ceiling is vaultcd, 
and some slight decorative use of deep red 
and deep blue relieves its carved work. 
Mr. Hunt's paintings, "The Flight of 
Night" and "The Discoverer," occupy 
a rched compartments on the ~outh and 
north walls, each 45 fcet long by 16 high. 
The first glimpse which one caught of 
these pichures, in going upon the scaffold
ing, was Hope's extended arm , a.s ohe 
points the way across the sea for the Dis
coverer. He stands in his dark boat, his 
a.rms folded, a sel'ious figure full of reso.. 
lution; he, too, is looking forward, but 

has not seen the country for which he is 
looking, and his Toyage is a long one. He 
has no company but his own Fortune and 
Science and Faith and Hope. But he can 
want no better fri en ds than these. The 
Fortune raises the sail behind him, and 
holds the rudder with a firm hand. She is 
young and strong, as the Fortune of aNew 
World ought to be; she is wonderfully 
beautiful, and, though she has broad wings 
to flyaway with, her face shows that she 
is not the Fortune to desert the man who 
h"s trusted her. Hope is leaning on the 
bow of the boat and pointing forward; 
her' s is a strong maidenly figll1'e, too, with 
a lovely, hopeful face. Beside her 
l:icience rises from the water, and holds 
out her cha.rts to the Discoverer ; her face 
is turned toward him, and her white 
shoulders and proud head and gliding 
motion are wha.t impresR YOl!o And far to 
the left, before all, swims F aith·, looking 
down away from the hright afternoon sky 
and all her sisters, bu t sure in her heart of 
the New World. Tilis picture is bright, 
both in key of color and of light a.nd 
shade, though not in the least gaudy. 
The sky is that of late afternoon, with the 
beginning of sunset in the west , to which 
Hope is pointing. The sea, as well as the 
sky, is full of soft, bright color. The Dis
coverer stands dark, not black, again'it the 
oky; the sail which Fortune holds is ruddy 
in the shadow, and her own figure, though 
fair and delicate flesh a.nd blood, sends the 
distance behind it miles and miles away. 
The whole cOluposition is full beyond 
de~cription of the life and motion of the 
sea. 

There is as much color, life and motion 
in the picture on the opposite wall, but of 
a far different kind. Anyone who has 
seen just before sunrise the slender cres· 
cent moon pa.le in the eastern sky, with all 
the mists of the night flying away before 
the dawn, can form some idea of the gen
eral feeling and color of this picture. Bll t 
it is not in every moming sky that one cao 
see, a.s here we do, the Goddess of the 
Night herself against the crescent, mshing 
down with her three wiltl horses into the 
abyss of darkness. She docs not try to 
restrain them, though she sees over her 
shoulders the coming day j a dark spirit is 
laying his hand on one of them to keep 
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horses (IS these. Below the Moon·God
dess, and apparently und er her protection, 
are a sleeping mother and her lit tle child; 
the morning light might wake them too 
soon, fast though they are carried fr om it, 
Mond a fiying boy is screening it away. The 
noble and beautiful figure of the goddess, 
seated on the clouds, her right hand ex
tended toward the darkness, is relieved 
upon bright light all about her. But her 
own crescent shines mysteriously brighter 
than all; her three wonderful horses, onc 
white, one gray and white, one bay,
horses to whom rest seems impossible,
come plunging out of the faint mists on 
their way to dal·ker places. The figure 
who is trying to restrain them holds (In 
inverted torch; whether it be against his 
will or not, he is going as fast as they. 
The beauty of the two sleeping fi~ures 

makes one wish they were never to be 
awakened. But behind all, down in tbe 
east, s tre tch tbe level lines of the irresistible 
sunrise. 

Both of tbese pictures, admirable as are 
their composition and general effect, are 
equally admirable in grace (lndprecision 
of detailed drawing and modeling. Every
thing is treated with th e noble simplicity 
proper to decorative work and to all work, 
but it is the simplicity of deep knowledge; 
all is therc, but no thing obtrudes itself. 
To the observer, within two feet of these 
paintings, there is nothing unfinished" or 
sketchy about tbe drawing; the beads, 
tbe hauds and feet, the wonderful outline 
and modeli ng of the figures, all are firm 
and decided and complete. The gods see 
cverywhere; it is to be regretted that 
they sbould monopolize a near view. 
which would help so many young pain
ters and sculptors. Strongly individual 
as these pictures are, they fulfill exactly 
their leading part in the general deco
ration of the hall. That key of color 
and of Iigbt and shade was chosen by the 
artist 'which would best carry out the con
ception of the architect, however difficult 
that key might be, and this sacrifice, if it 
were one, has brought its own reward. 
Mr. Hunt's work has helped Mr. Eidlitz's 
hall , and tllis as well helps tbe painting. 

Much as we may wish those paintings 
were ill Boston, we ca.nnot wish them 
elsewhere than in a place which so well 

deserves them in every way. In fact, a 
visit to the unfinished assembly chamber 
gave one an impression of generous confi
dence between workers of different kinds, 
which cannot be easily forgotten. Very 
fortunate is the building committee wbich 
has such a head as Governor Dorsheimer. 
But next Tuesday, wben the building is 
formally opened, will be a day of triumph 
to not one or two men oBly. but to mallY_ 
]ilr. Hunt's paintings are in the best sense 
historical , for the story they tell is not 
only true, but is going on now among us 
all , and everyone has his part in it. He 
bas brought to this work the thought and 
study of years, the experience of all bis 
life, and his own high powers. Those 
who admired his work before, will find 
him a greater painter even than tbey 
thought. Those who disliked it before, 
cannot fail to change their minds in some 
degree before pictures so admirable. They 
form a new departu re in American art, 
and a new departure worthy of the most 
serious recognition, thankfulness and con
gratulation. 

HON. JACOB ESTEY , 

Now .universally known as one of the 
foremost business men of New England, 
was born in the town of Hinsdal e, N. fl ., 
Sept. 30, 1814, but has been 1\ resident of 
Brattleboro tIle last 42 years. Though de 
prived of parental care and training at a 
very early age- thrown upon the mercies 
of the world when not quite five years old
his life has been remarkably successful. 
Shifting ~tbout fl"()m one place to another, 
meeting indifference, selfishness, neglect 
and ill treatment. from which there wa~ no 
relief or escape but by flight, his after 
career seems so wonderful, and if not so 
except ional, we should be inclined to 
doub t tbe propriety of Solomon's injunc
tion in Provo 22:" 5. Brattleboro abounds 
in instances of the strictest compliance 
with the instructions of the wise man, and 
the resul ts may be seen and compm·ed witb 
the results of a course exactly opposite. 

I'Ve know but little of his early wander
ings from place to place, to obtain fair 
treatment or desira.ble conditions where he 
could be free in the nntramelled exercise of 
his native capacity, yet we cannot for a mo
ment doubt that the trials and difficulties 
he successfully encountered had much to 
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do in shaping his future destiny. Another 
subjected to the same conditions as was 
Mr. E stey, might have become dissolute, 
improvident and wretched, but with his 
po werful vital organization, iron will, self 
control, and great variety of mental 
resources, opposing influences, perhaps, 
proved more beneficial than otherwise, 
like sprinkling water on a blacksmith's 
fire, to produce a greater desirable effect. -- From the time he first began to act in his 
business life, he manifested a sagacit:> in 
discovering ways and means, un thought 
of by others, to improve natural resources 
to the best advantage, not only for him
self, but to cause the wo rld to be beneficial
lyaffected by his ac tion. Hisequal in ad 
ministrative ab ility, power of organ ization 
a mI prudential management of a la.rge 
bu siness, cannot be found in this region. 

In 1848, he erected a large buildi ng neal' 
the sou th bridge on Main street , where for 
many years stood the old wagon shop 
owned by Eleazor F arnsworth. The upper 
stories of this new building were devoted 
to the manufacture of melodeons, as the 
instruments were then called. This busi
ness had been carried on here in a small 
way several years previous to the time Mr. 
Estey engaged. with others, in the manu
facture of these instruments. The demand 
for instruments rendered mo re room need
ful, and another larger building was 
erected soutb. of the bri.dge, in that locality 
kno wn in early times as "Squabble Hol
low. " The early names of some of our 
v illage localities are not very attractive. 
Tb.e neighborhood of the " Omnibus" was 
known as " Polecat," and at the north, 
w here is the P ark or Common, " Toad 
Hill." How the name of "Squab ble Hol
low " originat.ed we have not been in
formed, but we know there was a deadly 
squabble in one of the old low buildings 
of this locality in the summer of 1850. 

~ There and at that time, P eter Moore, in a 
quarrel with a French Canadian , received 
a fatal stab in the abdomen. By removing 
the old unsightly buildings and wiping 
out "Squabble Hollow," :M:etisrs. Jacob 
E stey &; Co. made an important improve
ment ill this part of th e village. 

In the fall of 1857, the manufactories 
were burned down, but very soon rebuilt, 
to be agaio destroyed in 18(34, and two 
firemen--:Messrs. Nichols and Kittredge-in 

their labors upon this occasion lost their 
Jives. The manufactories were again re· 
built, aod also a much larger ooe was 
erected 00 Frost's meadows, bordered on 
the south by Whetstone Brook, where was 
ample room for the large amou nt of lumber 
required constantly on hand. The sudden 
ri se of Whets tone Brook in 1869, drowned 
one of their workmen, .carried off several 
thousand dollars worth of lumber, and so 
endangered t.he safety of the manufactory, 
other and higher grouods were obtained 
00 Birge street, where the company erec ted 
eight organ shops, each of three stories, 100 
feet in length, where the whole business is 
now carried on. Large reservoirs of water, 
co nstantly supplied , 00 grounds high 
above the buildings, render it possible, at 
a moment's notice, (0 deluge allY part of 
the premises. They have also two steam 
fire engines, in readiness for emergencies 
in a.ny part of the village, and on several 
occasions they have rendered highly impor
tant service in extinguishing and prevent · 
ing fires from spreading over the village. 

Several hundred men have been in con· 
stant employ a large share of the time. all 
through tile general business depression, 
commencing in 1873, down to the present 
time. 

The field upon which the fin anc ia.l re· 
sources of this company is gathered, 
reaches beyond the United States; there· 
fore, local conditi ons or circumstances, 
adverse or destructive to many other en
terprises, is not sufficient to stop the 
profitable operations of this company. It 
may be considered fortunate, not only for 
the town but for the world, that such im
portant interests are controlled by men of 
high moral aims, pUblic spirit and Jiber
ality. 

MI'. Estey was one of the first and 
principal actors in organizing the Bapt ist. 
church and society in this place, in 1840. 
Benevolent, educational and Christian in
stitutions, in various parts of thi s country, 
have received pecuniary assistance from 
this company, which, in its benefi cial 
effects, will be fel t to the remotest time. 
The two junior members of this firm , 
Capt.J . J. Estey and Col. L. K.Fuller, have 
been mainly instrumental in organizing, 
equipping and sustaining the infantry and 
artillery of this place. Never, even in the 
most palmy days of old military times., 
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have we seen, in this town, military com- age, adopted by a wealthy family in the 
panies so apparently efficient and warlike neighborhood. After remaining with them 
as the battery or flying artillery company seven years he ran away, and walked to 
under the command of Col. Fuller. I'Ve Worcester, Mass., where a brother lived, 
have often heard it said there is nothing and where he went to work on a farm. 
of the kind superior, if equal, in the State During the next four years he was em
of Vermont. ployed on farms in Rutland, Millbury and 

A large portion of a new department of other places in that vicinity. At seven
this ~illage has been built up and is sus- teen he engaged with T. & J. Sutton, of 
tained by this manufactory of cottage INorcester, as an apprentice to learn the 
organs. Encountering so many difficul- trade of a plumber, including the rnanu
ties-trials by fire, water, unpropitious facture of lead pipe, and remained with 
times for business-this company has them four years. 
shown a courage, enterprise and persever- In February, 1835, he went to Brattle
ance that compels the admiration of friends boro, Vt., with two hundred dollars, and 
and enemies. t.here purchased the business, tools and 

We make the following extract from real estate of a plumbing and lead pipe 
"New England Munlljact-u'I'BTS and l11ami- concern, and hired a shop on premises op
jacw?'ies," 1879. poslte the present Brattleboro House. In 

"Prominent in the manufacture of par- 1850, the proprietors of a small organ fac
lor organs is the firm of J. Estey & Co., of tory, which occnpied a part of his build
Brattleboro, VI.. ing, being unable to pay their rent, he ac-

The families of the name of Estey, are cepted in settlement an interest in the bus
descended from three brothers, who came iness, and two years later purchased the 
from England and settled in lI1assachu- whore establishment, which then employed 
setts, early in the seventeenth century. six hands, for 82700. n-Ir. Estey now 
The great-grandfather of Jacob Estey, turned his attention especially to the organ 
founder and present head of the firm, also manufacture, and a few years after devot
nam ed Jacob, was a farmer in Sutton, ed himself exclusively to it. He continued 
Mass., but moved early in life to Royals- in successful operation until 1866, when 
ton. . he received into purtnership, Levi K.Fnller 

His son .Jacob owned and managed a and his son, Julius J. Estey. 
farm in that town, and also kept a public lVlr. Estey was married in 1837, to Des-
house. demona Wood, of Brattleboro. Their 

Of his seven children, but two attained ~urviving children are Abby E., born Sept. 
maturity. The eldest, Isaac, having rnar- ·21, 1842, and married to Levi K. Fuller, 
ried Patty Forbes, of Royalston, went with and Julius J., born Jan. 8, 1845, and rnar
his brother Israel to Hinsdale, N. H., ried to Florence Gray, of Cambridge, N. 
where they builL a saw-mill and engaged y. Mr. Estey represented the town of Brat
in thc manufacture of lumber. This elJ- tleboroin the Vermont Legislature in 18G8 
terprise was a failure. and 18(i9, and the district, including that 

Israel Estey left the town and State, and town, in the Senate of 1872 and 1873. He 
went to Ann Arbor, NIich., where he en- is a director in the Central Vermont Rail
gageel in farming. road. Mr. Estey is still in the prime of 

His elder brother, Isaac, remaining with life and retains his business activity. He 
his family, was arrested for debt and is a me~ber of the Bapti~t .Chu.reh, and 
thrown into the county jail. He remained has contnbuted freely to rellglOus lllterests. 

there thirty days, at the end of which time Levi K. Fuller was born in Westmore
he took the poor debtor's oath, and was land, N. H., Feb. 23, 1841, and at the age 
released from bis liabilities. He then en- of about eighteen, engaged with Campbell 
g<tged in farming. Chubbuck, of Roxbury, Mass., in learning 

Jacob Estey was one of eight children, the trade of machinist. The next year he 
seven of whom, five sons and two daugh- went to Brattleboro, and entered, on his 
tel's, still survive. He was born Septern- own account, upon the manufacture of 
ber 30, 1814, and was, when four years of cylinder Planers and Mowing Machines. 
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He was successful, and continued in this 
business until April l, 1866, when he be· 
came a partner in the firm of J . Estey & 
Co. 8ince 1866 he has superintended the 
manufacturing department. 

\ 

His inventions had reference to new de
vices and adjustments, a nd are protected 
by pat.ents. He has also made improve
ments in machinery specially adapted to a 
variety of the processes of manufacture. 

Julius J. Estey spent two ycars in the 
Military Academy at Norwich, Vt., a.nd at 
nineteen entered his fatber's office, where 
he received his training for the position. " 

\ ADDISON BROWN 

Died ray 11, 1872, at bis borne in this vil
lage. He closed, in quietness and peace, 
"witb eye undimmed and his nfttural in
tellectual force unabated ," bis ea.rthly 
career, useful and bnnorable, at tbe age of 
73 yea.rs. For the greater pa.rt of the past 
fo rty years be bas made Brattleboro bis 
home. Here be began bi~ public service 
in tbe ministry of the gospel. And to the 
furtherance of the highest interests of this, 
his adopted home, and through it those of 
the State and the nation, he gave tbe de
voted effort of a long and laborious life. 

Bol'll at New Ipswich, N. H., March 11, 
1799, the last year of the eig'bteenlh cen· 
tury, his education, life and spirit were 
empbatically of, and kept pace with, the 
nineteenth. His Qollegiate and theological 
education were furnished by Harv>Lrd Col
lege and the Cambridge Theological school. 
A grad\late of the class of 1826, and of the 
class of 1831 from the Theological school, 
he became minister of the newly estab
lished unitarian chnrch of this village in 
1832. As its first minister, he continued 
in its pastorate nearly 14 years, and on 
disso lving his official connection remained, 
with brief interruptions, until his death, 
one of its most devoted members. His 
successors in its pastorate will bear warm 
testimony to the friendliness of bis rela.
tions to them, and the st.eadfastness of his 
endeavors to forward their labors for its 
prosperity. 

His connection with the Brattleboro 
Unitarian church terminfl.ted Dec. 1, 1845. 
Though continuing to preach as occasion 
offered during the greater part of the re
mttinder of bis life, Mr. Brown formed no 

K 

new pastoml connection. With the deep
est interest in the advancement of the 
general good, which he always held to be 
the great aim of the church and the minis
try, he turned his attention to other 
methods of promoting it. The cause of 
education especially interested him. To 
it he gave increasingly hi s thought and 
energies. The condition of the public 
schools in thiB region excitcd his deepest 
concern. Hc saw they were far behind 
what the public need and the possibilities 
of the casc required; he sought to remodel 
the schools on a higher and more effective 
plan, and he aimed to bring a more direct 
relation bet ween the parents of the pupils 
and the teachers and schools entrusted 
with their educlttion. In 1841, he had the 
gratificfl.tion of seeing a response to his 
efforts, in the introduction into the schools 
of the graded system. But aware that not 
even the best syst.em can dispense with 
that" et.ernal vigilance" which is the price 
of all worthy attainment, he labored to the 
end of his public life to deepen the sense of 
responsibility in the public mind for tbe 
efficiency of the schools, and he rendered 
au inestimable service. He held office as 
superintendent of the schools in Windham 
county from 1846 until that office was 
abolished, a.fter which. for several years, 
he acted as superintendent of the schools 
of the town of Brattleboro. To his care 
a.nd faithfulness, which never relaxed until 
his physical powers fail eel, the schools of 
our village were greatly indebted for the 
efficiency which they have attained. W ell 
do Brattleboro's teachers know what a 
wealth of sympathy and efficient help in 
all their efforts to improve the schools uu
der their charge was given them by iVIr. 
Brown, by his personal interest and care, 
and by his efforts through the public 
press. 

'Vith the press he became connected in 
1862, when Dr . Charles Cummings, sum
moned from the editorial chair to the 
battlefield, relinquished the Charge of the 
Vermont Phmnix. $Ir. Brown became 
editor and one of the proprietors, which 
post he held until Jl'Iarch, 1871, when failing 
health compelled his retirement. Loyally, 
in the bi tter days of civil war, he stood by 
the flag of our union; ceaselessly he iden
tified and toiled to induce others to identify 
the fortunes and significance of that starry 
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flag with the. broadest and most generous 
ideas of liberty and the rigbts of man, bis 
works atLest, and not only they, but a son 
and son-ilt-Iaw cheerfully surrendered to 
his country's service, and who being dead 
yet speak or' his loyal and tender sympathy 
with them in their brave young consecra
tion. He realized the importance of his 
post as editor of a newspaper, aud sought, 
in every way that opeJ;led before him, to 
make the journal in his control powerful 
for good. He labored to identify his paper 
with all that was true and good. He 
made it a journal whose columns could 
bring a blush of shame to no pure mind. 
One of the be,t among the prin ts of the 
Green Mountain State it was his pride to 
have it. "\I<{ith a special interest he advo
cated the cause of woman's elevation. He 
set no bounds to his claim of rights for 
her. To her largest aspirations he lent a 
faitilful, helping voice. Not alone her 
pleading for a higber educatiou , not alone 
bel' assertion of rigbt and opportunity to 
labor in other spheres than those hereto
fore at her command; not alone her right 
to the possession and use of her own earn
ings, but, besides and beyond, her right to 
enter on every sphere to wbich she felt a 
divine call, a native fitness, and to the en
joyment of full political rights, found in 
him a devoted , and, so far as was possible 
to a mind so finely balanced and so judicial 
as his, an enthusiastic advocate. Indeed, 
wherever oppression was, there was he 
to be i'ound exposing and withstanding 
it. III the days when slavery's night 
brooded over tbe land, he stood one of the 
light,; of liberty that prophesied the com
ing of the dawn. At the side of the slave 
he placed himself to recognize in him a 
man and [1 brother, and dp-lllRnd for him 
the full possession of b is rights And the 
slavery of strong drink found no more 
steadfast enemy than he. In bis own per
son, in his home, in all his public teaching 
and writing, he was the advocate and ex
emplar of temperance. To dcvoted advo
ca,cy, to a constancy that cou ld not by pelf 
or argument be turned aside from its noble 
purpose, he joined a quieLness, a candor of 
temper, a disposition Lo do justice to all 
sides, whicll nobly illustrated the practi
cableness and Lhe beauty of a true tem
perance. 

As an editor, he illustrated in his own 
modest way some of the highest qualities 
of a true journalist. He would not for 
any consideration stoop to anything de
basing. No chance of making a striking 
point would move him to be unjust. He 
would speak tbe truth, the broad, caneful, 
just truth. He would speak it kindly and 
calmly, and "with malice toward none." 
If be missed the brilliance which many 
affect, he gained the reality which they 
miss. So he could bc utterly trn8Led, ,md 
was R safe and helpful guide. His mind 
was clear, his principle high, his purpose 
honest , his spirit pure. To be good and 
do good were his life's great aims. When 
he quitted his editorial post he went fort h 
to his retirement without reproach. 

Of him is it emphatically true that he 
was good . His religious creed was broad 
and simple. It could be all sumllled up in 
love to God and love to man. His life 
was devoted chiefly to others' good. He 
believed in personal rigilteousness rather 
tbau in profession of piety. To do justly, 
love mercy and walk humbly with God, 
formed his great aim. It is safe' to say 
that he left ' the world witllOut an enemy, 
but not without many a friend by whom 
his memory will long and Lenderly be 
cherished.-F'rom the Veruwnt P1W!::nix. 

WILLIAM H. ROCKWELL, M. D. 

William Haydon Rockwell was born in 
East Windsor, Conn., Feb. 15, 1800. He 
was the fourth child and only son in a 
family of eight children, of Charles and 
Samh Haydon Rockwell. His father was 
a farm er, as were several generatious of 
only sons before him, a fact that rendered 
him especially desirous that his only son 
should succeed himself in the cultivation 
of an estate that had been long in the 
family. But though not inclined to adopt 
this for hiR permanent pursuit, the knowl
edge of farming here acquired was after
wards of great servi ce in aidiug him to 
advance the interests of those whose 
welfare became the chief concel'll of his 
life. 

A ra.ther precocious fondness for the 
study of mathematics enabled young 
Rockwell to early master tbe science of 
surveying. This proficiency gained him. 
at the age of 17, the position of leacling 
surveyor in the neighboring towns, and 



147 BRATTLEBORO. 

by the time he had attained his majority, 

, 	 he was appointed surveyor-in-chief of 
Hartford county. During the intervals -

l 

that occurred between this a,nd other en
gagements, he found time to aid his father 
when his work pressed more heavily, and 
also LO prepare himself to pass the first 
three examinations, and to enter the junior 
class of Yale College. From this institu
tion he was graduated with distinction in 
1824, H e received soon after the appoint
ment of principal of the Nichols Academy 
at Dudley, lUass, , and remainiug there two 
years, he then entered on the study of 
medicine in the office of Dr. Thomas Hub
bard, a professor in the Yale College 
:i\1edical SchooL "Yhile yet an under
graduate, he WD.S appointed afisistant 
pbysician in the Retreat for the Insane at 
Hartford, then under the charge of the 
no! ed alienist, Dr, Eli Toc:d, where he re
mained until his return to the Yale fflediCltl 
School, from which he was graduated in 
1831. Though earnestly invited to resume 
his position in the Retreat, and having 
now a st.rong predilection for the specialty, 
to which he hoped sometime to return, he 
wisely judged it better to first gain more 
experience in the general practice of his 
profession, and a favorable opportunity 
offering, he at once entered on the practice 
in Durham, Conn. Hewas there notqnite 
two years when, in response to a most 
urgent request from his old friend and 
preceptor, Dr. Todd, then in failing health, 
he returned to the Hetreat. Here he con
tinued as assistant phYSician until called 
to Brattleboro, though acting superinten
dent during Dr. Todd's disabling illness, 
and for some time after his death. 

Dr. Rockwell was married June 25,1835, 
to :noLl'S. Maria F. Chapin, a native of 
Salisbury, Conn. 

I He received the appointment of super
intendent of the Vermont Asylum for the 
Insane, from the board of trustees, June~ 28, 1836, but he did not assume charge 
until the following October, when his ser
vices were required to supervise the com
pletion of the alterations and additions to 
the building, purchased by the trustees, 
was underg.oing, to render it suitable for 
the reception of patients. This building, 
a wooden structure of rather imposing 
exterior, stood on beautiful grounds then 

known as Woodland, and when remod
eled was very well adapted to the purpose 
in view. It occupied the site of the present 
Marsh building, and with the premises and 
45 acres of meadow land a.djacent was 
purchased with the legacy of $10,000, be
queathed by Mrs. Ann Marsh, who died in 
1834. By the kind thoughtfulness of this 
most philanthropic lady, and the remark
able stewardship of Dr. Rockwell, Ver
mont was placed far in advance of most of 
the States of the Union in her ability to 
take proper care of her insane. 

The asylum was opened for the recep
tion of patients December 12, 1836. At 
that time it was by many supposed to be 
of ample size to accommodate all that 
would be sent to it for many years; but 
patients came in so rapidly that scarce a 
year had elapsed before it became evident 
that a much largcr building would soon he 
required. Not long after, a centre build
ing and one wing of a new asylum, a 
brick structure, ciesigned after the best 
model then known, was erected on the 
grounds opposite the original building, 
which afterwards, until vacated and re
moved, was called the" old asylum. " 

To the construction of the institution, 
long since grown to be one of the largest 
in the country, the State has contributed 
various sums amonnting in the aggregate 
to $23,000. Tlris is the only out.side aid 
the asylum has ever received from any 
source, while, under the management of 
the late superintendent, it has been ex
tended, rebuilt, as to the large portion 
destroyed by fire in 1862, remodeled in 
some parts before and since that catas
trophe, and has besides supported itself 
from the first on income derived from pri
vate patients. These patients came from 
all sections of the United States ; also from 
the West Indies, the Bermucta Islands. 
the Canacias, and the British Provinces, 
and were attracted hither by the wide 
spread reputation of Dr. Rockwell for 
treating mental diseases. And to establish 
the institution on so firm a foundation that 
it might continue to be of as great benefit 
in the future to the insane of moderate 
means, and to the dependent insane of 
Vermont, as it was to them and others 
during his superintendency, with the hope 
that it might be ever increasing in its 
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capacity for usefulness, was the great aim 
of Dr. Rockwell's long continued, most 
assiduous and untiring labors. 

While at Hartford, he had longed for an 
opportunity of attempting an experiment, 
before untried, of largely engaging the 
mlde patients of an a.sylum in farm Jabor ; 
and it is known that the favorabJe location 
of the Vermont Asylum for such purpose 
g reatly influenced him in his decision to 
accept the supcrintendency. But, as 
shown in some of his earlier reports, he 
met with much opposi tion from some of 
his brother specialists, who deemed the 
project impracticable and dangerous. His 
was not I;he character, however, to be 
stayed by ordinary obstacles, and a few 
seasons of patient trial, beginning with a 
limited company at first-selected, of 
course, with due regard to their mental 
and physical condition-proved that a large 
number of insane persons, undp.r the 
guidance of a few men of calm temper and 
possessed of ordinary tact, can be safely 
trusted to work together on a farm; also, 
that such employmen t is a most valuable 
adj unct to the means used to promote the 
recovery of the curable, and a.ffords the 
Illost natural, healthful aud enjoyable k ind 
of exercise for the incurable insane. The 
success of the experimen t is further sub· 
stantiated and, indeed, now indisputably 
established by the fact that all State insti· 
tutions for the insane, built in more recent 
years, have adopted his idea, and now 
possess extensive farms, on which the in· 
mates are more or less largely employed. 
But while so much interested in assuring 
the success of this undertaking, he neg· 
lected none of the other means commonly 
used for the occupation and diversion of 
the insane. I ndeed, he had early and 
thoroughly tested almost everything in the 
form of diversion and the ordinary occu
pations and exercises, both within doors 
and without, for female as well as male 
patients, such as are now resorted to fo r 
their benefit. 

The following extract from some re
marks, offered on a public occasion soon 
after Dr. Rockwell's decease, fLS co ming 
from a brother superintendent and native 
of Vermont-Dr. MarK Ranney-and as 
comprising so much in a few words, would 
seem to find an appropriate place in this 
brief sketch: "I well remember his fin e 

presence' and genial, courteous manner 

which quickly won the respect of all with 

whom be cume in contact. His in tellectnal 

st rength and culture also gave him great 

influence wherever he was known, and 

eminen tly fiUed him for the position he 

filled and adorned for a long series of 

years. Although deeply engrossed with 

the financh\1 affairs of a large asylum, 

which he conducted with signal a bility, 

his contributions to the advancement of 

psychological medicine were important 

aud valuable. His untiring industry, 

great financial ability and facul ty of or· 

gan ization and abili ty to forecast the 

prospective needs of his State, and provide 

for them, were integral and prominent 

points of his mental constitution; and 

they were agencies which led to the 

gradual gro wth of one of our largest public 

institutions, a.nd witb less pecuniary aid 

than in any other instance in the country, 

and the same personal resources enabled 

him to rebuild the large portion of t.he 

asylur'l that was destroyed by fi re." 


Possessed of abilities of no common 
order and in harmon ious union as they "L.... 

were with a most generous and sympa
thetic nature, Dr. Rockwell could un· 
doubtedly have won distinction in almost 
any position in life. T o refer to one 
faculty only, his memory was so retentive 
that until late in life he could translate the 
classic authors with almost the same 
facility as when fresh from college; and as 
to such abstract facts as dates and names, 
particularly the latter, his powers of recol
lection were certainly quite remarkable. 
Considering his numerous family of 
patients and ',heir more numerous relatives 
and friends, who of ten came to visit them, 
and whose names even in full, once hefLrd , 
he seldom forg'ot, t.he abili ty to call them 
all by name was certainly very convenient. 
But it was of far greater ser vice in en
abling him to co.nverse with his patients 
about their hoine and household affairs, 
when it was judicious to do so, with the 
facility almost of the family physician; as 
with the names of their children he could 
recall pretty much every incident he had 
fro m time to time learned of their family 
histories. Yet this was perhaps the least 
important instance in which this one 
faculty, a capacious memory, was utilized 
to interest and divert the minds of those J 
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under his charge, and whatever talent or 
accomplishment he possessed, that could 
be applied to such service, he used to in 
some way benefit his.patients-to cheer the 
despondent , to soothe the irritable, to 
calm the excited, to rouse tb.e letbargic, 
and to bring all on to the road to rccovery, 
or to render as comfortable and contented 
as possible those for whom no hope of 
recovery cOllld be entertained. 

It was ever his most earnest and cease
less endeavor to have all associa.ted with 
him in care of the insa.ne, in whatever 
capacity, possess, besides other essential 
qualifications, the inherent and indis
pensable qualities of kindness, gentleness, 
frankness and patience which eminently 
distinguished his own intercourse with 
them. In addition to these, he was him
self noted for a wonderfully encouraging 
and hope-inspiring manner, which none 
can fail to recall to mind of the many in 
the community who came to seek his 
counsels in their various troubles and 
trials. 

Though few could excel Dr. Rockwell 
in tile graces of general conversation, a 
conciseness 01' terseness of style, but of an 
order most plea~ing, was one of his more 
promiuent characteristics. This all will 
remember who had much intercourse with 
him. Most of his acquaintances, especially 
the recovered of his insane family, willalso 

recollect his happy method of illustrating 
a point .he wished to fix firmly in th~ mind 
of the lIstener, by some apt quotatIOn, 01' . 

been efficient guides to some of his assist
ants in their after career; aud especially 
to those, of wbom there were nine, who 
were called to the superintendency of 
asylums for the insane. Among the latter 
were his son, who is now a member of the 
board of trustees, but when his father re
signed his charge in August, 1872, suc
ceeded him in the supcrintendency, and 
Dr. Joseph Draper, the present worthy 
incumbent of that office. 

As a citizen of Brattleboro, Dr. Rock
well is most affectionately remembered for 
baving always taken an active interest in 
everything that tendcd to ad vance the 
growth and prosperity of the town, as weU 
as for beiug among the foremost in ,every 
benevolent work. During the earlier 
years of his residence here, he occasionally 
read a lecture at the village lyceum, 
choosing for a top ic something regarding 
mental or physical hygeine, or other sub
ject in the treatment of which useful infor
mation could be imparted. He was also 
several times called on to deliver an 
address on some occasion of unusual pu blic 
interest. Among these addresses his 
eulogium on the late President Harrison is 
remembered as having been perhaps his 
most distinguished rhetorical effort. Un
fortunately all his manuscripts, including 
some unpublished papers on psychological 
subjects, were consumed in the disastrous 
fire at the asylum before alluded to. 

In person, Dr. Rockwell was much above 
the ordinary height, but of erect and well 

1:t' d fi 1' h d Ipropor lOne gure. .c IS ea was arge 
perhaps more often by a short anecdote. I and of fine shape; features regular, and 
Of these last he had such a stock in reserve I t I " . 0 

as to have been seldom known to repeat 
one. When or where he learned them 
was ever the mystery. 

The results of his rich experience, de
rived from long practice among and 
intercourse with the insane, he took great 
pleasure in freely imparting to his assist
ants and also to other physicians seeking 
such information. This was often and 
most aptly rendered in a sort of aphoristic 
style, in which much information was 
conveyed in a few words. Some of these 
condensed sayings, or maxims as they 
came to be considered, with others of like 
order, in which were concentrated the 
deductions of his experiences with the 
world at large, are known to have often 

coun enance p easing III expressIOn. n 
iVlay 10th, 1872, as he was starting from 
his door he was thrown from his wagon 
with sLich force as to cause a fracture of 

the neck of the thigh; this, together with 
internal difficulties consequent to the 
shock to his nervous system, confined him 
to his bed until his death, Nov. 30, 1873. 
Every day until his death, during his long 
and painful illness, some of his patients 
came to see him, and it was most inter
esting to witness them leaning over the 
form of the prostrate physician, and in 
their turn speaking words of sympathy and 
encouragement. Encouraged and sus
tained he indeed was by their presence and 
their kind words, but in a way they knew 
not of, and cheered hy the thought that he 
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bad been of some service to them, to 
bumanity, and to his adopted State, he 
died, as since early youth he had lived, in 
the hope of a blessed immortality beyond 
tbe grave. 

Of Dr. Rockwell's family, his wife, 
daughter and one son survive him. His 
second son, a graduate of the United 
States Military Academy, died in the ser
vice, in 1868. 

Largely indebted for his success to the 
trustees of the asylum, from whom he 
ever received unswerving sympathy and 
support, and to the harmonious co-opera
tion of those immeditttely associated with 
him, he was also in many ways efficiently 
aidcd by his wife, who, though holding no 
official position, devoted the greater part 
of nearly every day of her long residence 
in the institution to efforts to promote the 
comfort and welfare of the insane. 

EDWARD R. CHAPIN, M. D. 

THE VER1IONT ASYLUM FOR THE INSAl'.TE. 

This institution wus founded upon a 
bequest of $10,000 from JYlrs. Anna lIiarsh, 
of Hinsdale, N. H., who died in the year 
1834. In accordance with the provisions 
of her will, it was incorporated by t.he 
legislature, Nov. 3, 1834. The trustees 
named in the will of the founder, and also 
in the act of incorporation, were Samnel 
Clark, John Holbrook, Epaphro Seymour 
and John C. Holbrook, all of Brattleboro. 
They held their first meeting at Colonel 
Chase's stage tavern, pursuant to notice, 
signed by Samuel Clark and published in 
the Vcrmont Phmnix of Sept. 11,1835, and 
organized by choosing Samuel Clark chair
man, Epaphro Seymour treasurer, John 
C. Holbrook secretary. On the 3rd of 
October following, at an adjourned meet
ing, the legacy of ]vIrs. Marsh was paid 
into the hands of the trustees by Asa 
Keyes, one' of the executors of the will of 
the said Mrs. Marsh. The first report of 
the trustees to the legislature was then 
made under the requirements of the char
ter. This report, (which was never 
printed), was in substance as follows, to 
wit: That they had received thc sum of 
$10,000, bequeathed by 1111'S. Marsh for 
the foundation of an institution for the 
relief of the insane, and that they had 
fixed the location of the same at Brattle
boro, the terms of the will restricting 

them to some place in Windham county, 
near the Connecticut River. They further 
took this early opportunity to state, (what 
they say" must be obvious to everyone,") 
that the sum of $10,000 was far from ade
qnate to the establishment of such an 
institution as should be at all commensu
rate with the wants of the State. In their 
opinion $30,000 was requisite, and they 
SUbmitted the question of supplying such 
additional sum as might be necessary, to 
the consideration of the legislature. 

This appeal was supported by an inter
esting statement of the results of their 
inquiries and investigations as to the needs 
of the State, in respect to provision of this 
kind. supplemented by a showing of what 
had been done in this direction by .i'lIassa
chusetts ancl other States. The legislature 
responded by the passage of an act, Nov. 
9, 1835. appropriating $2,000 annually for 
five years, "To enable the trustees the 
more effectually to promote the benevolent 
designs of the institution; provided, that 
said trustees should take no benefit from 
the provisions of the act, until they had so 
far erected the building and organized 
said asylum as to receive patients therein; 
and, provided, also, that any future legiS
lature might alter, amend 01' repeal this 
act. " 

A p1ll'chase was concluded with Nathan 
Woodcock, May 25, 1836, embracing the 
location of the present buildings, (about 
six acres of land, with dwelling house 
thereon). and with Ebenezer Wells for 45 
acres of meadow land, adjacent and addi
tional to the site above mentioned. 

The work of remodeling the dwelling 
was then commenced, and at a meeting of 
the trnstees, held June, 28, 1836, Dr. Wil
liam H. Rockwell, of Hartford, Conn., 
for several years previously assistant 
physician at tbe Connecticut Retreat, was 
chosen to the superintendency, to enter 
upon his duties as soon as the premises 
were ready for the reception of pa.tients, 
which was Dec. 12,1836. 

The second report of the trustees, (un
published), was presented to the legislature, 
October, 1836. In this the progress made 
was detailed. Besides the remodeling of 
tlIe dwelling house, an extension of a 
wing containing eight rooms was made to 
it, the whole being designed for the 
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accommodation of 20 patients, the neces· IIts growth, from its unostentatious begin· 

sary officers and employees; thc cost of 
the whole, the purchase, refitting and 
furnishing, absorbing nearly tile whole of 
tlte }Ial'sh legacy. They expressed the 
belief that they had been cxtremely fortu· 
nat·e in the selection of Dr. Hockwell for 
the superintendency, aud that in the ex· 
penditure of the bequest of the founder, 
they had erected accommodations for 
patients to the utmost limit of the means 
at their command, and had so endeavored 
to order their arrangement.s, that in the 
event of further extensions, these first 
expenditures should not be to any con· 
siderable degree lost; and closed by suu· 
miLting to the legislature the question as 
to wllether the advanta.ges to be derived 
from snch an institution, should be ex· 
tended through its enlightened liberality, 
to all the citizens of tlte State who required 
them, or be confined to the comparatively 
few, whom it would be practicable to 
accommodate, on the original limited 
plan, calli ng attention to the impossibility 
of relying at once upon tbe appropriation 
of $10,UOO made the previous year, by 
reason of tile provisos wltich rendered the 
annua.J payments liable at any t ime to be 
repealed. 

In response to this report, the legislature 
granted an additional appropriation of 
$2, uOO. 'l'hree subsequent appropriations 
were made by t.he legislature for extending 
accommodations, during the seven follow· " 
.ing years, two of $4,000 each, and one of 
$8,000, aggregating a total of $23,000. 
These last grant,s were made with certain 
provisos in the interest of the ~tate, se· 
curing to citizens of Vermont a preference 
in t.he matter of admissions over those of 
other States, and stipulating that in case 
the institution should cease to exist, the 
real estate should be held as security to 
tlte State for the to tal amount granted. 
The aid thus rendcred to this institution 
represents the total amount yet appro· 
priated by tlte legislatme of Vermont, 
toward providing accommodations for the 
care and treatment of the insane of the 
l:ltale. 

The operations and results of the asylum 
since its opening have been detailed fully 
in its published reports from year to year, 
hence need not be enlarged upon here. 

ning to its present state of development, 
has been slow but constant. The average 
number at present is 450 patients. With 
the exception of the State aid referred to, 
it has been self·sustain ing and self·creating. 
through the sagacious foresight and sound 
practical management of its board of trus· 
tees and snperintendent. Its success has 
been in no small degree dne to tlte pur· 
suance of a. stelLdy and uniform policy, 
which has been rendered practicable unrler 
its chlLrter, which preserved it from those 
frequent changes of management that are 
incident to political revolutions in institu· 
tions under ordinary State controJ. 

The asy lum is a chartered institution, 
but not a stock corporat.ion. It is simply 
1t property in t.rust for a specific object, 
and its management is wholly vested in its 
board of trustees. The following are the 
cll1tnges that bave occurred, by resignation 
Or death: 

In 1838, John Holbrook, deceased; Asa 
Keyes was elected his successor. In 1839, 
Joltn C. Holbrook removed from the State; 
Nathan B. Williston was elected to succeed 
him. In 1847, Epaphro Seymour res igned; 
.J. DOlT Bradley was elected in his place. 
In 1852, Samuel Clark resigned; Frederick 
Holbrook was his successor. In 18G2, J. 
Don Bradley, deceased; Daniel Kellogg 
was chosen to fill the Vac1tncy. In 1874, 
Daniel Kellogg and Asa Keyes resigned; 
William H. Rockwell and James §I. Tyler 
were elected in their stead. In 1875, 
Nathan B. 'iViUiston resigned; Richards 
Bradley was chosen in his place. There 
have been th ree changes in the superinten. 
dency of the asylum. In 1872, Dr. W. H. 
Rockwell resigned, and was succeeded by 
his son. In 1873, Dr. 
Jr., resigned. and was 
Joseph Draper. who 
duties Feb. IG, 1873. 

HON. LARKIN 

W. H. Rockwell, 
succeeded by Dr. 
entered UpOll his 

DR. J. DRAPER. 

G. "rEAD 

Was born at Lexington, Mass., Oct. 2, 
1795: educated at Dartmouth College; 
first practiced law at Chesterfield, N. H.; 
married Mary Jane Noyes,daughter of 
Hon. John Noyes, of Putney, Vt., June 8, 
1829, and removed to Brattleboro in 1839, 
wllere he was employed in closing up the 
affairs of the Brattleboro Typographic Co . 
He pra.cticed law in the courts of Cheshire 
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county, N. H ., and Windham county, Vt., 
during a large portion of the 30 years in 
which he lived in Brattleboro; was a 
prominent Whig in the Harrison campaign 
of 1840, and chosen senator from this 
county in 1846. He procured the charter 
for the first savings bank in this State, now 
known as the Vermont Savings Bank of 
Brattleboro, and was the first treasurer of 
that institution about 25 years; was chair
man of the first prudential committee, 
chosen to carry into effect the present 
system of graded schools, in 1841. Shortly 
after resigning the office of treas urer of the 
bank, he died July 6, 1869. 

Comparatively few persons have passed 
a more successful, cheerful, hopeful life of 
full rounded measure, beyond, by some 
years, the allotted age of man. In his 
domestic relations was, apparently, much 
of happiness and cause for congratulat ion. 
The wisdom he showed in the selection of 
his life partner was fully manifested in 
the conduct and characteristics of the nine 
children composing thi s gifted family. 
The eldest, John N. l\'Iead, died while in 
his fourtlI year at Harvard College, in 
1850, at the age of 19 years. H e seemed 
naturally to possess capabilities such as 
others can rarely acquire by yea.rs of effort. 
He was with George C. Hall and William 
C. Bradley and others, of that brilliant 
circle of scholars, in the ea.rly days of the 
present school system, which gave much 
pride and satisfaction to the teachers and 
a high character to the schools. In the 
sciences, langu ages, music, drawing, 
painting, mathematics and mechanics, he 
surprised everyone by his proficiency. 
With such an easy comprehensive grasp 
his mind seemingly swept the whole field 
o[ human effort, we had cause to wonder 
what an intellectual giant he would become 
in coming years. All problems and diffi
culties were fearlessly met and conquered 
with no show of egotism 01' vanity. Even 
" the great tea.cher," death, never found a 
mortal subject who met him more calmly 
and philosophically. When told that his 
disease was past remedy, that his young 
life, with so much to make that life 
desirable to him~elf and others, mus t in a 
few hours be closed forever, he replied: 

"I have had !I. good time and good 
friends, for which I feel tlIankfu l. Life 
thus far has beeu so pleasant, I would stay 

longer, but it is all for th e best as it is, for 
the years of responsibility, I may Rot be 
equal to or fitted to endure, are near." 

Socrates conld have made no better 
reply, and Bryant, in his high poetical COll

ception of the desira1Jle in life's closing 
scene, has not transcended the actual. 

His classmates at H arva.rd gave evidence 
of their high estimation and affection by 
erecting a monument to his memory, on 
which is inscribed : 

"The autumn winds rushing, 
Waft the leaves that are sere'st; 

But our flower was in flushing 
When blighting was nearest." 

L. G. Mead, Jr., early manifest.ed a 
taste for drawing and sculpture. His 
frequent copies from nature on paper, 
canvass, and ill mar1Jle, during his clerk
ship with Messrs. Williston & Tyler, in 
1853, caused his fricnds to think he would 
not long remain behind the counter selling 
nails, paint and putty. His local fame 
attmcted the attention of that well-known 
artist, H enry K. Brown, while on a 
short visit to this place in the summer of 
1853. Two favored sons of genius met. 
The claims of the younger to favorable 
consideration being 1I0nored by the elder, 
an artist of established reputation and old 
world experience, probably decided the 
pathway of the younger for life. The 
decisive step was taken by placing himself 
under the instructions of Mr. Brown, at 
New York, where the young aspirant 
diligently improved his favorable opportu
nities a1Jout two years, when he returned 
to his home at Brattleboro. in Dec. 1856, 
where he soon gave evidence of his 
progress in art by aNew Year's freak. On 
the last night of the old year, assisted by a 
comn,de, with snow and water, he con
structed an image, called the" Recording 
Angel." The occasional application of 
water, eluring the progress of the work, 
made the snow more susceptible to mani
pul ation and gave the whole figure greater 
hal'dnes! and solidity, as th(nightjwas so 
cold each application of water soon became 
solid. Scanding in a snow bank, in 
a freezing atmosphere with a lantern 
"dimly burning, " or " the moonbeams 
misty light," would be more favomble 
conditions for the burial of Sir John 
Moore than for the exercise of genius in 
the work proposed . Conveniently near 
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the scene of operations, at the joining of 
the two roads at N orlli ltrain street, was 
.Tohn Burnham's old foundry building. 
Access was gained thereto, at the midnight 
hour, and a sufficient quantity of snow 
carried into a warmer atmosphere, where 
was formed the most expressive parts of 
the figure, in the north room of that old 
buihling. vVe will give, in his own lan
guage, the account of a noted citizen of this 
place, on this occasion: 

"As morning dawned, t):lere, at a fork 
of the two principal streets of the village, 
stood an image, brigllt in the rays of the 
morning ,;un, and brighter still with the 
magic light of genius. The mischievous 
boy stono apPDJled by the llll"wonted sight; 
it was surely no' idle work for him to cast 
his snowl?alls at. A noted simpleton of 
the village, after looking at it for a 
moment, ran away from it in fear and 
alarm, 'and a man who rarely ever before 
made a bow, raised his hat in respect." . 

This figllre remained in perfection over 
two weeks, unprotected save by the 
sflnctity of genius. New York papers 
gflYC all account of this :1i!air, and a res i
dellt of Brattleboro, when off the coast of 
Chili, heard a sea captain read the account 
from a Spanish paper. 

Soon after this event ~ir. i\'[ead received 
several commissions; one from Nicholas 
Longworth, Esq., of Cincinnati, for a du
plicate of the snow statue in marble, and 
onc from Richards Bradley, for a marble 
bust of his grandfather, Hon. William C. 
Bradley. A full iength, colossal statue of 
Ethan Allen was made by him for the 
State of Vermont, and is now in the State 
House at Montpelier. Rev. Edward At
water, of New Haven, then recently froll 
Europe, and some parties in New Orleans 
gave him commissions, all of which he 
executed to the satisfaction of the appli
cants, previous to his departure for 
Florence, Italy. The last aC('ounts of 
him from that place are of a hopeful char
acter for his world-wide fame. 

Charles Mead, the eldest brother living, 
has given proof of excellent business 
capa<,:ity. At the time of the great fire of 
1857, his works were destroyed. He was 
proprietor of the boxwood and ivory ruJ e 
manufactory, founded in 1834, by S. M. 
Clark, of Hartford, Conn. 

Eleallor, the eldest daughter, was mar
L 

ried to Hon. William D. Howells, editor 
of the Atlantic Monthly, when he was 
Untted States Consul to Florence, Italy, 
during our civil war. 

Joanna was married to Augustus D. 
Shepherd, of New York. we think, in 18()2. 
The family is now widely scattered. To 
give an account of each member, in detail, 
our limits and propricty forbid, but as 
some of their names have become, in a 
certain sellse, public property, may be 
deemed a sufficient apology for Lhe liberty 
we have taken for the honor of Brattle
boro. 

COL. JOHN STlCELE TYLER 

Was born in Brattleboro, April 29, 1843. 
He was a grandson of Hon. Royall Tyler, 
of whom is a biographical sketch in this 
work, commencillg at page 83. Col. .John 
was the eldest son of Rev. Thomas P. 
Tyler; D. D., and kIary' A. Clark, daughter 
of Rufus Clark, Esq., of Brftttleboro. He 
was baptized June 22, 1843, at Christ's 
Church, . Guilford, by the Rt. Rev. Bi~hop 
Hopkins, receiving as his Christian name 
that of his uncle, John Steele Tyler, of 
Boston, Mass. 

The subject of this sketch was one of 
that large class of young mun whose pro
fes~ional studies were arrested by the 
outbreak of the rebellion, calling them 
away from school or office to the camp and 
battle-field. During the first ten years of 
his life, his father was rector of Trinity 
Church, Fredonia, N. Y., removing, in 
1853, to Batavia, N . Y. COllsequently 
much of his earlier boyhood was passed in 
Fredonia ftnd Batavia, although he had, 
for several of those years, the great advftn
tage of the careful training and thorough 
instruction which then distinguished the 
school for young boys, under the charge 
of his aunt, Mi8s Amelia S. Tyler, at 
Brattleboro. About his twelfth year his 
father's friend and classmate, Rev. Chas. 
W. Everest, Principal of the Rectory 
School, Hamden, Conn., received him inLo 
that excellent institution for the next four 
years. One of the advantages in which it 
stood, at that time, almost alone, was a 
strict and efficient military organization. 
Uniformed and equipped as a company, 
the boys were drilled semi-weekly by Col. 
Arnold, their commandant, in all the duties 
of the soldier. 
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We we)] remember into what neglect the 
militia system, never very efficient, had 
fallen. Few of the future heroes of the 
war, at its opening, knew anything of tac
tics could go through with the manual exer· 
cise, or had even a con-ect idea how a 
squad of men was to be drilled, or how a 
company was to be organized, and, if 
possible, still less how it was to be ma
neuvered. All this the four years of his 
Hamden school life taught him thoroughly, 
and thus, what, at the time, seemed the 
least useful of his acquirements, proved 
to be by far the most important. 

SOOI3. after leaving school, his character 
began to assume a serious and manly cast. 
It would almost seem as if the stern duties 
and the early death, that loomed in the 
near future, already threw back It shade 
upon his life. While in Brattleboro, at a 
visitation of the bishop, he acknowiedged 
his baptismal oblig",tions, and J'eceived 
from his father's hands his first com· 
munion. At the same time with him, a 
cousin, his equal in age, was also con· 
firmed. They soon separated to meet no 
more .on earth, the latter, from family 
connection, removing to the South. It 
was, in miniature, an example of a wide 
spread sorrow. Cousins, almost brothers 
in affection, playmates in childhood, 
kneeling side by side in the s01emn service 
of their common church, they parted to 
fight through that long weary struggle 
with equal bravery, and, no doubt, with 
equal earnestness of conviction, the one 
for, and the other against, the flag of their 
country. 

In the spring of 1861, he had commenced 
the study of law at Brattleboro, in the 
office of his uncle, Hon. Royall Tyler. 
When the first call was issued for volun
teers, for three years or the war, he at once 
wrote to his father asking permission to 
enlist. If such promptness of application 
is an example of the zeal of our young 
men, the brief answer which he received 
by return mail, illustrates the feeH ng 
equally prevalent among their parents: 

"My DEAR JOHN:-If you do ll€)t en
list, you will be ashamed hereafter to look 
your children in the face." 

He joined, as a private, the men then 
being enr01led in Brattleboro, and when 
they were ol'gallized as company C, of the 

Secoud Regiment., he was chosen First 
Lieutenant, his commission bearing clate 
May 17, li:i61. June 24, the regiment left 
Burlington on its way to the front. From 
that time to the end, his history is merged 
in that of the regiment. The son or 
brother marched away in the flush of 
youth and strength, with a tear on his 
cheek and the light of hope in his eye, and, 
save a brief leave of absence, they saw 
him no more till he was brought back to 
them, tenderly, in that dreamless sleer 
which no reveille shall disturb. 

Within a short month of his departure, 
we gain our first destined view of the first 
lieutenant of Co. C., revealed by the lurid 
glare of Bull Run 's luckless fight, Captain 
Todd wounded, and he in chief command, 
rallying his men with an indignant appeal 
as to "what they would say in Vermont, 
if the Green Mountain boys did not stand 
firm though all others fled." On the 8th 
of January, Capt. Todd resigned, and 
Lieut. Tyler was promoted to his rlace, 
January 23, 1862. Capt. Tyler l'etained 
the command of Co. C for 14 months, not
withstanding several proposals of promo
tion by transfer to other regiments. This 
period included the campaigns of n-Ic
Clellan, Pope and Burnside, and in most 
of the severe engagements of that battle 
summer he was present. 

Occasional letters, written during the 
advance and retreat on the Peninsula, are 
preserved. He speaks with pride of the 
Vermont brigade at Lee's Mills; at Wil
liamsburg, in the fearful battles of the 
seven days, and in the terrible retreat 
through White Oak Swamp. After de
scribing the repulse of the pursuing rebels 
at Savage Station, June 29, '62, he says: 

" The darkness was so intense we could 
not see our hands bef()re us; but the retreat 
must be continued, and on we tramr 
through rain, mud and infernal darkness, 
until White Oak Swamp lies between us 
and the foe. We marched all night, many 
a poor fellow, exhausted, fell out of the 
ranks, to be picked up by rebel cavalry. 
On the 30th, everything promised a day of 
rest. The swamp covers our rear, and the 
bridge is destroyed. The men rest and 
sleep as best they may, and a supply of 
provisions is brought up. When all is 
quiet, in the twinkling of an eye, the 
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rebels, from forty pieces of rifled ordnance, 
planted with consummate skill, pour their 
leaden hail into our midst. 'Twas t.he 
most terrific scene I ever witnessed. Our 
batteries were unable fat' some time to re
turn their fire, on account of their immense 
losses in men and horses; but reinforce
ments arriving, and our division having 
rallied from what promised to be a panic, 
we held our ground until midnight, and 
then covering the retreat by marching the 
remainder of the night, we reached James 
River at 7 A. M., next day." 

Angust 27, he writes, from camp near 
Alexandria, Va.: 

" Weare all in good health, i. e., those 
that are left of ns. Only 45 of the 87 who 
left Brattleboro for Burlington are now fit 
for duty; one-half gone in one year; in 
two-MUS verrons." 

In October following, his younger 
brother, Rufus C. Tyler, arrived at camp in 
charge of a company of recruits from Ver
mont. Rufus, not quite 15, had enlisted 
as a private in the 11th Re!!iment. Capt. 
Tyler procurcd his immediate discharge, 
on the plea of tender age. Rufus, having 
had some experience in sea life, obtained 
a commission in the volunteer navy. where 
he served to the end of the war, taking 
part in the capture of Fort Fisher and in 
other naval engagements. He was lost at 
sea while mate of that nnfortunate ship, 
General Grant. 

On the 9th of February, 1863, Captain 
Tyler was commissioned major in place of 
Major Stone, promoted. On the 3d and 
4th of May following, occurred the battle 
of Fredericksburg, and Major Tyler, as 
once before, whcn captain, crossed the 
Rappahannock with the Vermont brigade. 
The Sixth Corps, flushed with victory, by 
taking the almost impregnable heights, 
were forced back by the overwhelming 
forces of Longstreet and Anderson. 

Major Wales, then Captain of Co. C, 
recalls an incident of this fight. " Major 
Tyler," he Sll,Ys, "in the highest excite
ment was leading the regiment in a charge, 
pell mell up the hill, clearing the rifle pits, 
out of which the rebels were tumbling 
like swallows out of a bank. 'When about 
hll,lf up, the order of recall was given. 
'Not till we have taken those works,' said 
the major, and it is a singular fact., lw GOuld 
not IUJa1' tke order till we had done it." 

In September, 1863, the Second Ver
mont, under the command of Maj. Tyler, 
was sent to New York and Poughkeepsie 
to enforce the draft. After the tramp of 
the Sixth Corps through Culpepper to 
lHadison Court House, he adds this post
script to a letter of March 4, 1864: 

"I omitted to mention an important 
event of our late expedition. I captured 
a Rmll,ll contraband; have him to black my 
boots; says his name is Andy-never had 
any other. I have affixed Johnson, of 
Tennessee. " 

Andy, now known as Andrew J. Reid, 
remained in Col. Tyler's service till his 
death, and is still with his relatives in 
Brattleboro. 

His commission as Lieutenant-Colonel is 
dated April 2, 1tl64, but its reception by 
him was delayed until the 24th, on which 
day his last letter to his father thus briefly 
announces his promotion: 

"Rev. Dr. Tyler: Compliments of his 
affectionate sou, 

JOliN TYLER, Lt.-Col. Vt. Vols." 
Hitherto, in all the battles in which he 

had been engaged, he had escaped unin
jured, but at the sangninary struggle of 
May 4th, in the Wilderness, when t.he 
Vermont brigade, at snch a fearful sacri
fice, maintained the very key of General 
Grant's position, he received what proved 
to be his deat.h wound. In the same 
charge upon the rebel line, 001. Stone was 
killed and Lt. -001. Tyler fell, struck in the 
thigh by several buckshot. As his boot 
filled with blood, he supposed the femoral 
artery was pierced and that he should im
mediately bleed to death. He urged his 
men to go ahead, as it was useless to re
move him. He was, however, removed 
to the field hospital, where the bleeding 
for a time stopped, to again commence, 
and he sank from exhaustion and died May 
23, having completed his 21st year the 29th 
of April preceding. His commission as 
colonel, dated May 6, 1864, was forwarded 
to his uncle by Gov. J. G. Smith, with the 
highest testimonials as to his character 
and abilities. 

Han. Frederick Holbrook, who was 
governor during two years of the war, and 
from whom he received his commission as 
captain and major, says of him: 

"I knew 001. Tyler intimately and was 
fondly attached to him for his many manly 
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traits and virtues, and fully believed, be
fore time had proved it, he would make a 
man in the best sense of that term. I well 
remember his patriotic enthusiasm in rais
ing a company for the war, and the faith
fulness and perseverance with which he 
discharged every duty as a soldier. I may 
say, iu a few words, that 'the elements 
were so mixed in him,' as to make him one 
of the best of our volunteer officers.-Ex
tract !1'O'm tke Tyler Papers. 

GEORGE BATY BLAKE, 

The . youngest of nine children of John 
W eiland and Abigail Jones make, was 
born at Brattlebol'O, Vt., May 19, 1808. 
His fathel' and mother were married at 
Brattleboro, May 24, 1790, by Gardner 
Ohase, Esq. His mother died Dec. 14, 
1808, within a few months after George's 
birth, at the age of 42 years, and his father 
Oct. 27, 1818, aged 59 years. They were 
both buried in the beautiful graveyard on 
the hill near their Brattleboro home. 

George, thus early left an orphan, was 
placed, during a portion of his infancy, 
and cared for by Stephen Greenleaf and 
his family, living at the West Village, and 
in after years he held their memory in 
grateful remembrance. Subsequently he 
lived at the homestead until the age of 
thirteen. His eld'est sister, Anna Sophia, 
who, ill 1814, married Henry Oabot, son 
of Hon. George Oabot, of Eoston, had 
charge of the household during George's 
childhood nntil she went to Boston upon 
her marriage, and there lived until her 
death in 1845. Mrs. Oabot is well remem
bered in Boston society of the time, for 
her personal charms and her winning, 
social graces. 

After the death of his father, George 
was for a few years particularly under the 
charge of his eldest brother, John Rice 
Blake. These brothers, the eldest and 
youhgest of the family, long survived the 
other children, and were for twenty years 
or more partners in the banking business, 
which George undertook about the year 
1850, in Eoston, and to which the energies 
of the remaining years of bis life were 
largely given. 

Although George's father had been a 
man of very considerable wealth for the 
time, at his death the family were left 

quite poor, so that when Mr. Dickerman, 
a dry goods dealer from Boston, "\Vho 
chanced to see George, then a lad of thir
teen, ill Brattleboro, and offered him a 
place in his store, the family gladly availed 
themselves of the offer, and the boy went 
to Boston. He lived at first with his sister, 
Mrs. Oabot, in 'Winthrop Place, Boston, 
and for two or three years received from 
his brother John and this sister $50 a year, 
which was the only money help he ever 
received. H e ~vas in Mr. Dickerman's 
employ a few years, and went thence to 
his brother·in·law, Edward Olarke, of Ed
ward Clarke & Co. dry goods importers,and 
before he was 21 years of age, lVII'. Clarke 
took him into the firm as partner, and he 
went at once to England to buy goods. 
From this time, in 1828, he was constantly 
going to England and the Oontinent of 
Europe for the pmchase of goods, making 
many acquaintances and some life· long 
friendships. Among many otbers he thus 
came to know George Peabody, at that 
time a buyer of dry goods for his Balti
more firm, and afterwards long resident in 
London, where for several years Mr. Blake 
had large business relations with his firm. 

May 24, 1833, Mr. make married his 
cousin, Anna Hull, daughter of Joshua 
Blake, of Boston, a prominent and suc
cessful merchant, doing business with the 
NIediterranean ports. They were married 
at her father's house in Winthrop Place, 
by the Rev. F. W. P. Greenwood, of 
King's Ohapel, at which church Mr. Blake 
then, and during his whole life, at
tended service, acting for several years 
as vestryman, and always taking a deep 
and lively interest in the chu rch and its 
several clergymen. 

In these early years in England, NIr. 
Blake made the acquaintance of Richard -'. 
bobdcn, the distinguished English states· 
man, then, in 1835, partner in a cotton 
printing establishment near Manchester, 
where he had built up a prosperous busi
ness. }III'. make at this time bought goods 
of Mr. Oobden, and had a gi'eat admiration 
for the qualities which later won him such 
distinction as a legislatol' aud political 
economist. Mr. Blake gave full adherence 
to ~Il'. Oobden's free trade views, and was 
always of the opinion that for any country 
custom duties were only to be justified by 
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the need of revenue. He recognized, how
ever, for the United States, that reform in 
this direction, in justice to large vested 
interests, mnst he somewhat gradual ; but 
looked confidently to absolute free trade 
for all , nations, and bel ieved that in the 
not. distant future, the United States, un
der a free trade policy, would be cotton 
manufacturers for the world. 

The children of this malTiage wcre nine, 
of whom the two first born died in infancy, 
and the yonngest. of all, bearing the name 
of his paterual granctfatller, John Weiland, 
died in 1861, aged nearly 15 years. The 
other children, four sons a.nd two daugh
ters, are still surviving, in the year 1880, 
and all the sons were for years partners in 
their father's finDS in Boston, New York 
and London. This business is still con· 
tinued by the sons and their associates 
selected by .M'r. Blake, essentially as 
established by him. 

MI'. Blake, after leaving the firm of Ed
ward Olarke & Co., formed a copartnership 
for the importation of dry goods with iYIr. 
William Almy, under the firm name of 

Almy, Blake & Co., and during this ti.me 
and subsequently was constantly crosslDg 
the Atlantic for the prosecution of his 
business in buying goods through England, 
France and Belgium. He next formed a 
copartnership with David Nevins and 
Edward H. R. Lyman, under the ii.rm 
name of George B. Blake & Co., also Im
porters of dry goods. Both these gentle
men still survive, 'Mr. Nevins living neal' 

in the affairs of that corporation, giving 
much of his time and energy to the devel
opment of its growing business. He was 
one of the very earliest to flwor and pro
mote the joining of this railroad with 
the Western road. In 1850, Mr. Blake 
associated himself with Mr. Addison Gil
more. president of the "iVestern (now 
Boston & Albany) road, and Mr. George 
Cabot "iVard, son of Thomas G. Ward, 
Boston agent of Baring Bros. & Co., of 
London, for the prosecution of :l foreign 
and domestic banking business. The firill 
name was Gilmore, Blake 8/i Ward. .lI1l'. 
Gilmore dying very suddenly shortly after 
this firm wn.s established, the name W,tS 

changed to Blake, ,Vard & Co., and later 
to Blake, Howe & Co. At this time his 
brothel', John Rice Blake, came from 
Brattleboro and joined him as partner, the 
firm name being later changed to Blake 
Brothers & Co., the three eldest sons juin
ing as partners about the year 18130. 

One of the leading aims of Ml'. Blakc, 
throughout his bllsiness career, was to 
advance in every possible way the com· 
mercial interests of Boston. He was 
largely instrumentltl in securing and main 
taininO' the reo'nlar visits of the Cunard 
steam:rs to th~ port. 

During the civil war he was always most 
warmly interested in the maintenance of 
the Union. Originally a Whig in politics, 
and voting for Henry Clay in the presi
dential election, Mr. Blake early sympa
thized in the views of Garrison, Sumner 
and the others who looked upon AfTican 

Boston, carrying on a large ~anufacturing slavery in the United States as a barbarism. 
business, and .il'fr. Lyman.1ll Bro~klYI~, 
N. Y., has been long assocliLted With IllS 

brother-in-law, Mr. A. A. Low, in the. firm 
of A. A.. Low & Bros., the promment 
China firm. 

Abont the year 1846, Mr. Blake's health, 
which had always been delicate, failing 
him, he was obliged to give up active 
business, and in the spl'ing of 1847, he 
bought an estate in Brookline, neal' Bos
ton, where he livc;d the rest of his life 
excepting during the winters of the last 
few years; these were passed at his house 
in Boston. 

Durin'" the three or foul' years' interval 
in his ac~ive business ca.reer, ·lVIr. Blake be
came a director in the Boston & Worcester 
Railroad, and took a most active interest 

With many other law-abiding citizens of 
Massachusetts, his sense of justice was 
shocked by the enforcement of the fngitive 
slave law in Boston, by the returning of 
Anthony Burns into servitnde. He en
deavored to prevent this by offering, 
through a friend, to buy Burns of his 
owner, who then refused to sell his prop
erty at any price. 

When the State of :Nfassachnsetts was 
rapidly forwarding troops for the sup
pression of the Rebellion, and inctll'ring a 
large debt for bounties and other war ex
penses, the money market had become 
exceedingly active, so that the State, for 
providing money on their notes having a 
few mouths to run, paid as high as 12 per 
cent. per annum. A.t this time it became 
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necessary for funding her bounty loan to depend upon. Amid the numerous 
indebtedness, that the State should prompt· temptations which a city life offers to 
Iy secure some three or four millions of young men, he kept himself pure and his 
dollars. This was finally done by a sale moral character free from rep roach. His 
to' Mr. Blake, by Gov. Andrew and his aspirations were high and were aided by 
council, of two millions of fiv e per cent. an innate refinement, which distinguished 
sterling bonds, with a short option for him through life. His manners and bear
another million and a half at the price ing were always those of a gentleman, and 
agreed upon. 11'11'. Blake was then made, nothing coarse or vulgar ever found favor 
by Gov. Andrew, agent for the State for with him. 
the negotiation of this loan, which he was Probably t.here is no society in the world 
authorized to domicilia te for pa'yment of where the English lang uage is spoken, in 
principal and interest in London, witb which Mr. Blake would not have borne 
either of several firms selected by llfr. himself witb credit. Of his commercial 
Blake and approved by the State authori sagacity there is no need to speak. In the 
ties, fo remost among whom were the long course of bis business career he never 
Barings and Rothschilds. 11'11'. Blake went fail ed to meet his engagements promptly, 
at once to London on this mission, but and during the years in which he acted as 
found tbe times most unfavorable for such a director of the Boston & Worcester Rail
negotiations, the Bank of England having road, his judgment, energy a nd decision 
suddenly advanced the rate of interest to were such as to command the respect of 
ten per cent. Finally he succeeded ill his associates in an unusual degree. 
illllucing the Barings to take a joint in ~lr. Blake delighted to select young 
teres t in this purchase of two millions. men, to give them a chance of advance
Owing to the condition of the Landau ment, and to feel that they owed their 
money market, however, no bonds had success to him. During an acquaintance 
been sold up to the time when the option of nearly 30 years, of which 17 were passed 
to take the further amount was maturing. in close and daily in tercourse, the writer ""' 
Ml'. Blake, however, took the further re of this notice never received from him a 
sponsibility of assuming the additional harsh or unkind word. To his inferiors in 
amount. He always felt tbat the de station he was uniformly kind and cour
served high credit of Massachuset ts was teous, a fac t to which many attached 
largely due to the strong sense and high dependants can bear witness. In his 
integr ity of Gov. Andrew, insisting upon family relations he was affectionate, almost 
the payment of gold fo r the principal and without limit, and, as a fath er, at once in
interest of the State debt througbout tb e dulgent and firm. If the tree is to be 
suspension of specie payment by the judged by its fruit , he needs no other 
United States govel'llment.. monument than the character of the group 

1I'1r. Blake died at his house in Brook of children who received his last adieus. 
line, Aug. 6, 1875 , his death resulting from Without theological bigotry, MI'. Blake 
a severe attack of paralysis at his office in was decidedly a religious man. His at
B oston two days before. His wife had tendance at church was rel,rular and quite 
died two years previous, June 7, 1873, at as much from pleasure as duty. He has 
tbe Brookline borne. often becn heard to speak with emotion of 

GEO. B. B LAKE. sermons which particularly pleased bim. 
[From the Boston Daily AdvertiSIJ7' of His reverence for sacrcd things, though 

August 11, 1875. Written by Gamaliel unostentatious, was real, and any man 
Bradford]. who acted from conscientious motives was 

The recent removal by death of lV1r. sure of respectful treatment from him. 
George Baty Blake from business circles, H e professed to be, and we believe was, 
will turn back the memories of many men governed by a sense of responsibili ty to a 
over the las t fifty years of the commercial higher power. We are quite sure that his 
history of Boston. The youngest of nine descendants will attach less value to the 
children, of a highly respectable family in pecuniary inheritance which devolves upon 
Brattleboro, Vt., he came to Boston in them, than to the memory which they can 
1821, with nothing but his own exertions thus cherish and hold in honor. 
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REV. JOHN CALVIN HOLBROOK, D . D., 

Brother of Ex-Gov. Holbrook, was born 
in this town June 7, 1808. His father, 
Dea. John Holbrook, of whom is a brief 
account ill this work, commencing on page 
34, was the first publisher of the 4to Bible 
in the United States who made use of 
stereotype plates. Said plates were im
ported from England about 1816, aud first 
put in use in this , then small village, in 
the remarkably successful enterprize. 

John C. was fortunate in his mental and 
physical organization, and well improved 
his opportunities for intellectual culture. 
He was full of life, activity and good hu
mor, and invariably a leading spirit with 
his associates. He was two years a stu
dent at Hopkins Academy, in Hadley, 
Mass., under Rev. Dan Huntington, father 
of Bishop Huntington, of Central New 
York; one year under the tuition of Rev. 
E. H. Newton, and two years a cadet in 
Capt. Partridge's Military Academy, Nor
wich , Vt., at the most prosperous period 
of that institution. 

Soon after he entered as clerk in the 
book store of Messrs. Holbrook & Fessen
den. 

He became a member of the Congrega
tional Church under the ministration of 
Rev. Jonathan J\1cGee. After a few years 
he succeeded his father in the book pub
lishing and paper making business. SUb
sequently he became a member of the firm 
of Richardson, Lord &; Holbrook, in 
Boston, one of the oldest and most exten
sive book selling houses in the United 
States, and removed to that city, where 
he conceived the plan of the Comprehen
sive Commentary on the Bible, in 6 royal 
8vo volumes, and of the Encyclopedia of 
Religious Knowledge and ,the Polyglot 
Family Bible, which were prepared under 
his direction . ;He sold out his interest in 
Boston and returned to Brattleboro to 
publish the aforementioned and other 
works. From about this time his action 
seemed wholly under the control of a high 
ideal. However it might be with his per
sonal interests, he seemed determined to 
leave this world in a better moral condi
tion than he found it. His publications 
were all of a religious character, and his 
undertakings great; but he would rather 

fail, and even perish, in a good cause than 
to succeed in a bad oue. Success in busi
ness was mainly desirable that he might 
have the ability to forward his religious 
and beneficent plans. ,Vhile prosperity 
attended him, he assisted several young 
men in fitting for the ministry. 

In the days of his youth, Rome fifty years 
ago, his mind was much exercised in re
gard to the great west, for he believed the 
time not distant when she would control 
in our national councils. Therefore, not 
only the welfare of the union, but of 
the world, demanded that the ideas of 
religious and political freedom, inculcated 
by the fathers of New England, be early 
implanted in the 'growing commnnities of 
the west. 

His last great business u ndertaki ng 
proved too much for his means, and the 
Brattleboro Typographic Co. was incor
porated, of which he was President, to 
continue the business. Before 1840 he 
gave up this position and removed to Dav
enport, Iowa. While there he was licensed 
to pre.tch by the Congregational Associa
tion, and became pastor of a church in the 
city of Dubuque ill the same State, and in 
1842 was o.rdained. Here he htbored eleven 
years and was instrumental in building up 
one of the strongest churches in the State. 
He was then invited to remove to Chicago 
and establish and edit the Congregational 
Herald, and to establish the New England 
Congregational Church, now one of the 
leading churches of the city and State. 
After three years of labor there he was 
re-called to the pastorate of his former 
church in Dubuque, where he labored 
eleven years longer. 

Being solicited to undertake the rais
ing of an endowment fund for Iowa Col
lege, he removed to Boston, and, in a little 
more than a year, collected upwards of 
forty thousand dollars for that purpose. · 
While engaged in this work, he was called 
to become pastor of the old and large Con
gregational Church in Homer, N. Y. Dur
ing his ministration of six years in Homer, 
he was induced, by the American Mission
ary Association. of New York City, to 
visit Great Britain and address meetings, 
held for raising funds for the education of 
the lately liberated slaves oPthis country. 
He accepted this iuvitation, having leave 
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of absence from his church, ami was ena
bled to send home about thirty thousaud 
dollars for this object. During his ab
~ence he visited t.he principal part.s of 
England and Scotland. portions of Ireland 
and the continent, going to Paris and 
thence to I taly, as far sonth as Naples, a nd 
retnrning through Switzerland. While 
absent he wrote a series of letters for til e 
Boston R ecordcr, and occasionally one 
for the Congrcgationalist and Ncw York 
Independent, us well as for the Dubnque 
Daily Times. 

From Homer he was called to the pas
torate of the Congregationul Church in 
Stockton, olle o[ the chief cities or Cali
fornia, and after two y.ears· labor there, 
was chosen by th e General Association of 
New York State, in 1872, Secretary of the 
newly formed H ome lliissionary Society, 
and removed to Syracuse, where he has 
since res ided in the discharge of the duties 
of this important office. 

:Nfl'. H ol1)rook was married in 1829, to 
nIiss Cynthia S. Tu t tl e, of Windsor, V t., 
by whom he had four children, all de· 
ceased. She died in Davenport, I owa, of 
consumption. His present wife was Miss 
Ann L. Clark, of Platteville, Wis. They 
have no children, but adopted ancl brought 
up as their own, two sisters, both now 
married a nd settled in Stockton and Du
buque. 

While liv ing in Brattleboro, ]\i1'. Hol
brook was chosen deacon at the same 
time his fat her was in that office in the 
same church, (a ra re case,) and was super
intendent of the Sunday School. 

In Boston he was a member of Dr. Ly
man Beecher's church, and for a time the 
clerk of it . 

While in the west he aided in founding 
Iowa Coliege, and was one of its trnstees 
while he lived in the State. I n Chicago 
he also co-operated in originating and 
fonneling the flourishing Chicago Theolog
ical Seminary, and was one of its directors, 
and for a time Vice President of the Board . 

In 1863, the honorary degree of D. D. 
was conferred upon him by Williams Col
lege, of w hich Dr. Mark H opkins was 
President. 

The granclmothel' of Mr. Holbrook, Sybil 
Lane, was a line,al descendant of Gov. 
Bradford, of Plymouth Colony. 

Since 1856 he has been a corporate m em 
ber of the American Board of Commis
si0ners for Foreign Missions. H e was Qne 
of the originators and members of the His
toric Albany Convention of Congregation
alists, and has several times been delegate 
to the National Council of that denomina
tion. 

W'hile he resided in Brattleboro he man
ifested much interest in all public im 
provements, and was active in the proj ect
ed railroad from Brattleboro to Troy. He 
was also appoint(~d by the Governor of 
Vermont, Commissioner to superint end 
the expenditure of three thousand clollam, 
granted by the Legislatme to procnre a 
preliminary survey of a route for a railroad 
from the south line of the State, north on 
the west bank of the Connecticnt, which 
was accon1plished by Prof. Twining, of 
New Haven, Conn., and which prcpared 
the way of the present Con necticut and 
Valley Railroads. 

He was also one of the four original 
Trustees of the Vermont Asylum for the 
I nsane, under the w ill of the founder, nfl'S. 
.'Iiarsh, and by the act of incorporat ion. 
He took a deep interest in the establish
ment and progress of this im portant insti
tution, and, in spite of disconrageme nt, it 
was largely owing to his inflnence and 
persistent efforts that it went into opera
tion. 

1\1r. Holbrook is still . at the age of 72, 
(1880, ) actively engaged in superintending 
the operat,ions of the New York Home 
JYIissional'Y oociety, of which he is Secre
tary, having cha rge of all its affairs in the 
State. 

J. IEU'l'. COL. ADDISON mWWN 

Was boru at Brattleboro, Vt., June 6,1838, 
and was, at the time of his death, in his 
26th year. His f>lthe r, the Rev. Addison 
Brown, of Brattleboro. Vt., was well and 
favorably known tht'oughout thc State. 

Armed with the rudiments of a good ed
ucation, impressed with the moral and re
ligious teachings of his home, and with th e 
spirit of enterprise not uncommon to 
American yonths, young Brown left the 
paternal roof at an early period in life, 
and sought his fortune in the Western 
States. At Rockford, Ill., and on the np
pel' Mississippi in Minnesota, he prosecuted 
business with an industry and intelllgence 
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that gave promise to future success. Re· 
turning to visit his friends in Vermont, he 
was induced to remain in the East for a 
time, and the breaking out of the war of 
the rebellion, in April, 1861, found him in 
t.he city of New York. 

Piller! with an ardent love of country, 
and true to the principles of Republican 
libeTty, he volunteered at the first beat of 
the dmm, and enlisted as a private in the 
12th Regiment. New York Volunteer Mil
itia., a three month's Regiment, command
ed by Colonel, afterwa.rds .Maj. General 
Butterfield. The Regiment took part in 
Patterson's campaign in the Shenandoah 
Valley. 

After the muster out of said Regiment, 
private Brown returned to Brattleboro, 
assisted in raising a company, and, in Sep
tember, 1861, again entered the service as 
Ct\ptt\in of Co. F, 4th Vermont Volull

. teers. 
The winter of 1861-2, one of great mor

tality to Vermont troops, Capt. Brown 
fell t\ victim to disease, and for several 
weeks remained in a critical condition, 
but before the opening of tile spring was 
able to be with his command. 

:.. 
In l1Iarch, 1862. he accompanied his 

command to Fortress :Mouroe, and up the 
Peninsula to IVarwick Creek, where the 
first engagement of note took place, April 
16, 1862, on which occasion Capt. Brown, 
though not in the most· active part of the 
engagement, displayed, under heavy fire 
and trying circumstances, the calm and 
deliberate enthusiasm for which he was 
afterwards so justly distinguished. At 
the battles of Williamslmrgh, Golding'sI, Farm and Savage Station, he bore an hon
orable part with his Regiment. 

At the battle of Crampton's Gap, (Smith 
'i\:[ollntain,) Sept. 14, 1862, in the charge 
that Grove the rebels from their chosen 
position, the 4th Vermont scaled the 
heights, and captured a Virginia Regiment 
almost entire. In this brilliant affair Capt. 
Brown bore an active and distinguished 
part. 

At the battles of Antietam, Fredericks
burg, Bank's Ford, Gettysburg, Funks
town, Orange Grove, Opequan and the 
Wilderness, Capt. Brown was always 
where duty called him, and showed quick 
comprehension, great presence of mind 
and justly won great praise. 

M 

Sept. 20, 1864, the term of service of the 
4th Vermont expired. His commission as 
Lieut. Colonel of the 5th Regiment, hud 
not reached him; under these circumstan
ces, in obedience to existing orders, ile had 
but one course to pursue, and that wus to 
return to Vermont witil that portion of the 
Regimcnt ordered there to be mustered 
out. Arriving in Vermont with the 4th 
Regiment, Col. Brown spent a short time 
with his friends, and, upon receiving word 
that his commission as Lieut. Coloncl of 

. the 5th Regiment had been forwarded to 
the army in the field, he left home for ac
tive service again. 

At the time Col. Brown left fm' Ver
mont with the 4th Regiment, his health 
was considerably impaired, but it was not 
anticipated that it was seriously so. It 
was hoped that a few weeks of rest from 
the cares, arduous labors and severe expos
ures of the service would restore him to 
ilealth again. He returned to the field 
with renewed hope and zeal , it is true, but 
with unrestored health. A leave of ab
sence wa@ granted him, and he left his 
command Dec. 8, 18G4, for Rockford, Ill., 
to regain his healtlt and strength and re
turned to duty again. But he had ended 
his last campaign, he had fought his last 
battle. The severity of the service had 
heen too much for his physical system, 
and he who had stood firm while others 
quailed, at last yielded to disease. Acting 
upon merlical advice, he started with his 
devoted wife for the coast of Florida. He 
had not proceeded far when it became 
eVident that his strength was too rapidly 
failing for so long a journey, and stop
ped for the night at Harrisburg, Penn., 
where he died March 3, 18G5. 

His example was for good, and his daily 
cond~ct was worthy of imitation. He 
never yielded to the use of intoxicating 
drinks, so prevalent in the army, and on 
no occasion was Col. Brown ever heard to 
use a profane or licentious word. His 
conversation was direct and agreeable, and 
his language pure and simple. He was 
very particular to do exact justice to all, 
and he would spa.re no pains to see that 
the humblest soldier of his command had 
full justice done him. While he was kind 
to ali, he frowned indignantly upon any 
act of cowardice or disposition to shirk 
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the performance of duty. He was an af
fectionate man. He remembered home 
and friends, and would often speak of the 
loved ones there in terms of fond endear· 
ment. 

In the winter of 1862-3 he married the 
accomplished daughter of Melancthon 
Starr, Esq., of Rockford, II!., to whom he 
was devotedly atta.ched. During the se
verest campaigns he would find a few 
moments time, nearly or quite every day, 
usually just before seeking rest by sleep, 
to write a few lines to her and other 
friends, how it went with him and his 
country's cause. 

In the death of Col. Brown, Vermont 
lost. one of her noblest sons, a true soldier 
and an honest man.-Extract from Vermont 
Phwnix. 

GROUT FAMILY IN BRATTLEBORO. 

The genealogy and history of the Grout 
family, of Westminster and Newfane, and 
afterwards of West Brattleboro~ Vt. , is 
briefly as follows: 

DEA. JOHN GROUT was born in West
minster, Vt., August 17,1788, went to live 
in Newfane about 1810, moved to West 
Brattleboro in 1836, and died here Octo
ber 16, 1851. He was son of John Grout, 
of Westminster, Vt., who was the son of 
Thomas, of Spencer, Mass., who was the 
son of John, of Sudbury, Mass., who was 
th e son of John, of the same town, who 
was the son of Capt. John, of Watertown 
and Dudley, who came over from England 
to America, about 1634, at the age of eigh
teen, who is believed to have been the son 
of Richard Grout, or Groutte, of Walton, 
in the county of Derby, England, whose 
family is supposed to have settled in Corn
wall, in the west part of England, during 
the reign of Henry II., 1154-89, and to 
have originated in Germany, where they 
bore the name of Grotius, or Groot, alias 
Grote, Gross, Gros, or Graus, who are be
lieved to be the descendants of the Grudii, 
or the Great, of whom Cresar speaks as 
among the daring tribes of Belgic Gaul, 
upwards of fifty years previous to the 
Christian era. 

John Grout was married to Azubah, 
daughter of Jonathan Dunklee, of Brattle
boro, l\iay 28, 1811, and had nine children, 
of whom eight were sons. His wife, Azu

bah, died in West Brattleboro, July 24, 
1866, aged 73 years; his own age, at the 
time of his death, being 63 yea.rs. 

LEWIS, the eldest of the children, was 
born January 28, 1815; fitt ed ' for college, 
in part, at Brattleboro Academy, and in 
part at Durr Seminary, l\fanchester, Vt. ; 
graduated at Yale in 1842. Having taught 
nearly two years at West Point, N. Y., 
he studied theology at New Haven two 
years, graduated at Andover (Ms.) Theolog
ical Seminary in 1846, and was ordained 
October 8, same year, as a missionary to 
Sou1h Africa, and married to Miss Lydia 
Bates. in Springfield, Vt., whence he and 
his wife started, the same day, for mission 
work, under the auspices of the American 
Board, among the Zulus, in Natal. Two 
months' sailing brought them to the Cape 
of Good Hope, where they spent six weeks, 
then set sail for the rest of the voyage, and · 
reached their desired haven February 15, 
1847. 1I1:r. Grout's mission life was one of 
much activity, labor and study, of a pio
neer character, full of solid reality, yet not 
a little diversified with what, in America, 
would be regarded as wild and romantic_ 
He gave much time and attention to the 
study of African languages,especially the 
Zulu, of which it became his duty, byap
pointment of the mission of which he was 
a member, to prepare a grammar. He 
translated the Scriptures and prepared oth
er books in the Zulu tongue, fOT the na
tives; having charge of the printing press 
for a time at his station, Umsunduzi. He 
was a.lso engaged in teaching and preach
ing, traveling and exploring; establishing 
a station and organizing a church where 
there had never been a trace of civilization 
or Christianity ; and so obliged to be, for 
himself and his people, architect and car
penter, brickmaker and mason, wheel
wright and blacksmith, tamer and trainer 
of oxen and horses, physician and dentist, 
farmer and magistrate-to say nothing of 
finding and building roads, fording rivers, 
and trapping leopards, and nothing of in· 
cidental studies in Natural History, of pre
paring a sketch of the native tdbes, of 
having now and then a controversial bout 
with the Colonial Government in behalf of 
Aboriginal rights ; or with Bishop Colenso 
on Biblical teaching, moral science, and the 
proper way of treating polygamy among 
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a heathen people in their coming to em
brace the Christian faith and enter the 
church of Christ. All which manifold 
duties and vocations left no time for idle
ness, or even for that needful rest which a 
tropical clime makes all the more impera
tive for the foreigner of a cooler sky. Yet 
here he labored fifteen years, or till March 
12, 1862, when, with impaired health , he 
made return sail, reaching Boston June 7, 
1862. 

Having rested for a time, Sept. 21st, he 
took charge of the Congrega.tional church 
in Saxtons River, for a year; was then set
tled as pflstor of the Congregational church 
in Feeding Hills, Mass., two years, after 
which, Oct. I, 1865, he entered on an ,agen
cy for the Americfln lIfissionary Associfl
tion in New Hampshire and Vermont, an 
office which he still continues to hold, hav
ing his home in West Brattleboro. 

Am,fATHA GROUT, second son, born Feb. 
19, 1817; titted for college in Brattleboro 
Academy; graduated from Dartmouth in 
1845, and from Union Theological Semi
nary in 1851. But failing heal th did not 
allow of his entering upon the work of the 
ministry. He died in Osawat,omie, Kansas 
Tel'l'itory, Sept. 6, 1855. 

HANNAH, third child, born May 9, 1819; 
married to Mr, Lyman C. Ranney, of 
Westminster West, Aug. 18,1859. They 
reside now at St. Johnsbury Centre. 

SYLVESTER BISHOP GROUT, 4th child, 
born Feb. 7, 1822; married Nancy R. Mon
tague, of Guilford, Jan, 8, 1852; lived in 
West Brattleboro till March, 1872; re
moved to Kansas; is now living in Clarion, 
Kansas. nil'S. Grout died September 23, 
1879. 

PAULINUS SCOTT GROUT, born Nov. 18, 
1823; died in West Brattleboro, lI'Iarch 14, 
1847. 

ISAAC A. GROUT, born March 2,1826; went 
in early life to live with his uncle Isaac, in 
Putney; being of age, went to California, 
where he still resides. He was married 
April 10, 1879, to Mary T. Taft, of San 
Francisco. ' 

CIIESTER GILBERT GROUT, born April 3, 
1828; married Emeline Washburn, of 
Springfield, Vt.; lived in Kansas for a 
time; went to Illinois, there volunteered 
during the late war, and entered the 7th 
lowa regiment of the Federal army; was 

in several severe engagements, as at Bel
mont, Fo.t Donelson, and Fort Henry; is 
now living in Kansas. 

HENRY MARTYN GRou'r,. seventh son 
and eighth child, born May 14, 1831; grad
uated from Williams College in 1854, [Lnd 
married Miss Fannie J. Foster, daughter 
of Rev. Amos Foster, of Putney, Vt. He 
was PrinCipal, for a time, of Brattleboro 
Academy, afterwards of Monson Academy; 
was licensed to preacll in 1856; labored for 
a time in Marlboro, Vt.; was afterwards 
installed over the church in Putney; called 
to West Rutland, was installed Aug. 26, 
1862. His next pastorate, four years, was 
in West Springfield, Mass., after which he 
was for several years associate editor in the 
literary department of the "Congregation
alist," of Boston. He was called to tile 
pastorate of Trinity Church, in Concord, 
1I1ass., in 1872, where he is still laboring; 
in 1878, received the honorary title of Doc
tor of Divinity, from his Alma Mater. 

JOHN MILO GROUT, 9th child of .Tohn 
and Azubah Grout, born April 13, 1835, in 
Newfane, where all the other children 
were born; was married ~Iay 25, 1858, to 
Miss Sarah A. Herrick, of West Brattle
boro. He engaged in mercantile business, 
for a time, in Hartford, Conn. ; afterwards 
in Putney, then in West Brattleboro; now 
resides in Medford, iYlass, 

While engaged in mission work, in Na
tal, the Rev. Lewis Grout was cho$en cor
responding member of the American Ori
ental Society, in whose "Journal" may be 
found a number of literary and linguistic 
papers from his' pen, such as an "Essay on 
the Zulu and other Dialects of South Af
rica," "A Uniform Orthography of South 
African Dialects," "Phonology and OJ'
thography" and "Particles of the Isizulu 
and its Cognates." Among the other lite
rary productions of his pen are "Reply" 
and " Answer" to Bishop Colenso, on Po
lygamy, and a "Review of the Bishop's 
Notes on Romans ;" Dedicatory, Installing, 
Historical, and other "Sermons;" "Histo
ry of the Zulu [Lnd other tribes in South 
Africa;" "Reminiscences of Life among' 
theZulu-Kaffirs;" "Zulu-Land;" "A Gram
mar of the Zulu Language;" "Zulu-Eng
lish Vocabulary;" "English-Zulu Vocabu- . 
lary;" and translations of PS[Llms, Acts, 
and other portions of the Bible into the 
Zulu language. REV. LEWIS GROUT. 
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HON. DANIEL KELLOGG 

Was 1J0rnatAmherst, Mass., Feb. 10, 1791, 
graduated at Williams College in 1810, 
studied law with Gen. Martin Field, and 
commenced practice at Rockingham, Vt. 
in 1814, where he continued to reside until 
1854, when he removed to Brattleboro, 
where he died May 10, 1875, aged 84 years. 

The name and character of this gentle
man as a successful advocate at the bar, 
President of the Bellows Falls Bank ana 
Judge of the Supreme Court, had long 
been known to the people of Brattleboro, 
therefore, as was anticipated, the accession 
of himself and family to this community 
proved an acquisition of the most desi!·a· 
ble characte r. In various ways did the 
action of Judge Kellogg and his estima
ble wife, the daughter of Judge Aldis, of 
St. Albans, contribute to the welfare and 
attractions of Brattleboro. To the Epis
copal Society, then struggling to obtain a 
foothold and a church building in this 
place, their influence and material aid was 
indispensable, and will ever be gratefully 
remembered. 

They pmchased the estate of Han . John 
Phelps on High Street, and on grounds of 
the same erected a handsome residence. 
Mrs. Kellogg, by the exercise of her taste 
and culture, intellectual attainments and 
instructive conversation, rendered her 
home one of the most attractive resorts in 
this place. She was, we learn, a pupil in 
the Troy Seminary, under the manage
ment of Miss Willard, and graduated with 
great proficiency and honor from tbat in
stitution, which, at that time, had a repu
tation unequalled in this country. 

The greater portion of Judge Kellogg's 
active life had passed before he became a 
resident of this town, where he closed his 
long life of 84 years, therefore we give an 
extract from the pen of those qualified to 
give us correct information regarding him. 

"He married, first, Jane McAffee, of 
Rockingham; second, Merab Ann Bradley, 
daughter of Hon. Wm. C. Bradley, of 
Westminster; third, Miranda M. Aldis, 
daughter of Han. AsaAldis, of St. Albans. 

He was for a few years State's Attorney 
for Windham County, and Judge of Pro
bate for the District of Westminster, Sec
retary to the old Governor and Council of 
Vermont, during the administration of 

Gov. Butler and Gov. Van Ness, United 
States District Attorney for the State of 
Vermont 12 years during the administra
tions of Gen. Jackson and Mr. Van Buren, 
Adjutant and Inspector General of the 
State, represented the town of Rockingham 
in the General Assembly, and for two years 
State Senator for Windham County. In 
1843, he was chosen President of the State 
Constitutional Convention, and Judge of 
the Supreme Court of t11e State from 1845 
to 1852. 

His children were: HENRY, born Aug. 
23, 1823, graduated at Williams College in 
1843, engaged in the study of law with 
Hon. William C. Bradley, of Westminster, 
Vt. , and was drowned while bathing in 
the Connecticut River at t11at place, June 
18, 1844. 

GEORGE B., born in November, 1825, 
studied Jaw with Hon. Asa Keyes, of Brat
leboro, married to Mary L. Sikes, daugb
ter of Urial Sil(6s, of Brattleboro, nlarch 
15, 1847, commenced the practice of his 
profession at Rocking11am in 1846, soon 
after his father was elected Judge of the 
Supreme Cou rt, removed to Brattleboro in 
1855, appointed Postmaster at Brattleboro 
in 1861, State's Attorney for Windham 
County three years, Adjutant and Inspec
tor General foJ' the State from 1854 to '59, 
represented t11e town of Brattleboro in the 
General Assembly two years, was active 
in raising and enlisting the Vermont Cav
alry Regiment. and was Lieut. Colonel 
thereof during the Rebellioo, at the coo
clusion of which he was discharged, and 
resumed the practice of his profession at 
St. Louis, where he died in November, 
1875. 

SARAH B. , born in August, 1831, mar
ried Henry A. Willard, of Washington, D. 
C., in November, 1855, where she now 
resides. 

DANIEL, born April 9, 1834, married 
Margaret W. May, of Brattleboro, lHay 2, 
1861, was Postmaster at Brattleboro from 
1862 to July, 1868. 

At the time Judge Kellogg was elected 
an associate Justice of the Supreme Court 
he was in the enjoyment of a lucrative 
practice in the judicial district for w~i,ch 
he was chosen, and although at the tIme 
he was open and undisguised in his devo
tion to the democracy, and had accepted 
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the position of United States District At
torney for t.he SLate under Jackson, yet 
his fide li ty in the discharge of his official 
duties, discretion and sterling honesty, his 
learning and ability as a lawyer, all con
spired to secure an election from his polit
ical oppo nents. His personal popularity 
was so great in his Judicial District, that 
he secured an almost unanimous vote 
from the members of the General Assem· 
bly representing the district for which he 
was chosen, althongh a large majority of 
the members were radically opposed to his 
political opinions, yet they freely and cor
dially supported him for an office which 
has always been regarded as the highest 
and most honorable in the State. 

In his deportment he was kind and 
courteous towards his professional breth· 
ren and judicial associates. During an 
extensive practice of more than fifty years, 
his fidelity to his clients was never ques
tioned , his social, political and business 
relations were characterized by great 
frankness and sincerity, and his whole 
life was distingu ished by the most perfect 
integrity. He was a careful and labori
ous student, precise and painstaking in the 
preparation of his cases. His examination 
and presentation of authorities indicated 
great industry and research. 

Although he had been Unfaltering in his 
devotion to the democracy from his early 
manhood, the free and almost unanimous 
support he received from the representa
tives of his judicial district indicated the 
estimate in,:which h'e was held as a lawyer 
and a citizen." 

Hon. J ames Barrett, of Woodstock , 
who succeeded Mr. Kellogg as Judge 
of the Supreme Court, and has always 
been assigned to the same judicial dis
trict, says of him : " I was in practice 
in the County of Windsor during all 
his official service, he was adequate to 
all its responsibilities and requirements, 
his lawyers hip was broad, accur\1te, prac
tical and sensible, the result of faithful 
study, faithful and extensive practice, of 
a large conversancy with current business 
and affairs in all departments, and of most 
excellent social culture and bearing. As 
in all things else, so in the law, as practi
tioner and Judge, his faculty and fond
ness of order, system and propriety:were 

marked, and secured not only the best re
sults from these qnalities in the conduct 
and dispatch of business, but the highes t 
respect and esteem of all, both clients, the 
public and the bar. His personal charac
ter was blameless and withont the stain or 
shadow of dubious propriety in any re
spect iu all the relations he sustained in 
life. " 

" The St.ate Reports which cont·ain the 
opinions he delivered during his judgeship 
show that he was worthy of his position , 
and a worthy associate of the emi nent men 
who were his fellow Judges. Tn conclu
sion I may properly say, from my fam il
iarity with the people of Windham Ooun
ty since I have been in ser vice as Judge, 
that the uniform expression of all in re
spect to him, has shown that few men 
pass through so long a life, es teemed and 
honored and gratefully remembered by 
those wlio knew him in all his daily w"lk 
and conversation , in the deportment and 
outcome of his cm rent life. private, pub
lic and official, as was Judge Kellogg'." 

vVe first met this gen l:lema.n eight years 
before he became a citizen of this place, 
under circum stances whereby we are re
minded of the foregoing testimony of 
Judge Barrett, in r elat ion to Judge K el
logg's "fondness of order, system and pro
priety." In October, 1846, the Windham 
Oounty Agricnltu ral Bociety held their an
nual meeting and exhibition here, and we 
believe it the first and only time that our 
town has been honored by sllch an occa
sion. The Common- north of Main street 
was the exhibition ground for live stock, 
the old School-Honse for farm products 
anel garden vegetables, the High i::lchool
House for manufactures, etc., and the old 
Unitarian Meeting-House was occupied by 
the members of the society after the exhi
bition closed , to hear the reports of the 
committees of the various departments, 
and transact all legitimate business coming 
before said society. Judge Kellogg was 
at that time President of the society, and 
presided over its ac tiOn in the old meeting
house, where came into full exercise that 
"order, system and propriety," to which 
Judge Barrett alludes, causing dispatch of 
business and the high respect of all, both 
members of the society and the public. 

After over twenty years of acquaintance 
and pleasant familiarity of the people of 
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this place, with the subject of our sketch, Esq., Rev. Mr. Cummings, Mrs. Dr. H. D. 
they are compelled to confirm the conclud- Holton, and Mrs. Gen. )Iarcy-mother·in
ing statements in the ttlstimony of Hon. law of Gen. Geo. B. 1IcClellun . 
.James Barrett. Upon real personal merit alone can one 

Though Mr. Kellogg was some past become noted or distinguished in this field 
three score years when he caine here, he ' of labor, and nothing would be more im
was not idle, he pract.iced law several : 'possible than to undeservedly obtain a 
years after he settled in this town, and : fepu tation for excellence in the same, as 
during about the whole period of his life he has secured in his native town. It does 
thereafter he was in offices of trust and not seem to have given him a satisfied 
responsibility. His facial expression, and· pride, or made him vaiu to know that his 
the personnel of the' whole man, was such early efforts receive commendation, and 
as to inspire trust and confidence. his ' works are appreciated; but, like all 

He was president of the old SI)-vings true sons of genius, he is constantly look· 
Bank, the first chartered in the State, and ing forward to the unattained. During 
one of the board of Trustees of the Ver- the winter months of the last two or three 

. I 
mont Asylum. For the best good of the years, he has pursned his favorite studies 
patients, proper management and general in New York city, but now (1879)we learn 
welfare of the illstitution, he ever betrayed he is in more favorable conditions for this 
a warm and liberal interest. "The proper purpose, in Fra.nce. 
thing to do," was the first and uppermost His genius, gentlemanly bearing, good 
question with him in every positioTi he habits and excellent moral character-not 
occupied. always associated with genius-has inter-

Though a democrat, one of t.he most ested our best citizens in his welfare. 
influential and decided in the State, he Therefore it is with much pleasure we hear 
disapproved of the action of the adminis.1 of his favorable progress in Paris, (the lao 
tration in the Ka,nsas outrages, and also its test field of his efforts.) and that it is ollr 
action, or rather its inaction, near the privilege to place his record here in honor 
commencement of .the late Rebellion or of his native home. His father, Robert 
Civil War. When t)iat awfnl st~ife was. G. Hardie, is a native of New York city, 
fully inaugurated, he sa.id: "I know of no. and his grandfather, Mr. John Hyde, who 
other way but to stand by .th,e old /:lag, served in the war of 1812, came from 
come what may, all else is, .with ~, . 0f' MassachuBetts to this town about fifty 
secondary cOllsideration-my party, royl year.s ago. It is about thirty years since 
church may perish, but save the country." his name became associated, and, to the 

When we consider the 10nO' successful last years of his life, he was practically in· 
life and honorable record of J ud~e Kellogg, t~rested in, t~e improvement or regenera· 
the partner of his life, one of the finest t~on of our VIllage. cemetery. But a short 
examples of female excellence, we cannot tIme has ~lapsed sl~ce the eyes of our ven
be insensible to the compliment, to the erable fnend of eIghty years closed for
honor received by this community, that ~ver, therefore there is here no more famil
he selected this place for the remaining lar name than that of "Uncle John Hyde." 

years of his well spent life. HENRY DWIGHT HOLTON, M. D., 

Resident physician and surgeon, of Brat· ~ROBERT G. HARDIE, JR., 
tleboro, the past decade, was born at Sax· 

Son of Robert G. Hardie and Fanny W. tons River, Vt., July 24, 1838, married ~ 
Hyde, was born in this town in 1854. His there Ellen Jane Hoit, Nov. 19, 1862, who 
early development of artistic talent excited was born Nov. 28, 1839, at Saxtons River, 
public notice and attention. Before re daughter of Theophilus and Mary Damon 
ceiving any instruction, his friends were (Chandler) Hoit of 8. R. The early training 
surprised by the accuracy of his pictures of Dr. Holton was of the strictest New 
from nature. Among specimens of his England kind, and much of his success in 
work we have noticed portraits of Gen. life is undoubtedly due to the principles 
Martin Field and wife, Jacob Estey and thus early instilled into his mind by his 
wife, Mrs. Col. Hooker, P. B. Francis, parents. His boyhood was like that of the 
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majority of boys brought up on a farm, 
and is wel1 described by Warner, in his 
book entitled, "Being a Boy." The fol
lowing account of hiR life is from a book 
entitled, "Physicians and Surgeons of 
America," and a sketch of him in a work 
published by the Rocky Mountain Medical 
Association. H e was fitted for college at 
the Saxtons River Seminary, and studied 
two years with Dr. J. H . Warren, of Bos
ton , and two years with Professors Valen
tine and A. B. Mott, of New York, attend
ing lectures at the same time in the medi
cal department in the University of New 
York, from which he graduated in J.1arch, 
1860, settling successfully in Brooklyn, N. 
Y., (physician to Williamsburgh Dispen
sary, Brooklyn, 1860,) Putney, Vt., and 
Brattleboro, Vt., his present residence. 
H e has traveled extensively in Europe and 
this country. He is a member of t.he Con
necticut River Valley Medical Society, of 
which he was Secretary from 1862 to 1867, 
and President in 1868; the Vermont Medi
cal Society, or which he was censor for 
several years, and the President in 1868; 
the American Medical Association and the 
British Medical Association, a correspond· 
in g member of the Boston Gynecological 
Society, and member of the American 
Public Health Association, and a delegate 
to the International Medical Congress at 
Brussels in 1875. He is also a member of 
the Rocky Mountain Medical Association. 
The Doctor has contributed some valuable 
papers to medical journals and to transac
tions of medical societies, and reported at 
one time "Mott's Cliniques" for the press. 
An article describing his apparatus for 
k eeping in place sternal dislocations of the 
clavical, and an article on diphtheria, are 
contributions which show research and 
ability. He was appointed by the court, 
in 1873, medical examiner to the Vermont 
Asylum for the Insane, and in the same 
year was elected by the Legislature one of 
the Trustees of the University of Vermont. 
H e has been surgeon of the 12th regiment 
of Vermont militia. He is now Professor 
of Materia Medica and General Pathology 
in the medical department of the Univer
sity of Vermont. The honorary degree of 
A. M. was conferred upon him in 1879, by 
the University of Vermont. In June, 1880, 
he was elected one of the Vice Presidents 
of the American Medical Association. The 

Doctor is a vigorous Ol:ator and a clear 
thinker, and well up in a knowledge of the 
most approved and latest methods of re
lieving human suffering.-Flrom the "Far
'loell Mem.orial, " 

ECCENTRIC PERSONS IN BRAT
TLEBoRo. 

Mrs. Lydia Maria Child has, in some of 
her works, compared such persons to 
"sweet bells jangled out of tune," 

Such characters, of varied ,capabilities, 
can be found in every community. The 
great deficiencies in some render them un
worthy of notice, but the amusing pecu
liarities of others cause them to be con
spicuous and quite universally known and 
remembered, while many persons of far 
greater usefulness are forgotten. There
fore the history of the odd specimens of 
humanity serves to remind us of persons 
and events that otherwise would be forever 
buried in oblivion. 

OLD JIMnHE BARNES AND SUKIE, HIS WIFE, 

Black Sam, Johnsoll, Aleck, Jess. Mash, 
John Dovel', Ed. Gould and others, have 
each played their parts before the people 
of Brattleboro; the curtain dropped, and 
the actors, with a large share of their 
audience, passed onward beyond recall. 

John W. Bhike, E sq., our tirst post
master, found employment for Jimmie 
Barnes on a fa rm owned by ~Ir. Blake, in 
t.he West River district. At this time 
Jimmie had no family, and he was intensely 
devoted to the interests of his employer, 
for whom he had great veneration. He 
considered the " Esqr." the man, and the 
only man, tit for office. When asked the 
question whom he should vote for, for rep
resentative, governor or president, the 
answer invariably was, "Squar Blake." 
Jimmie remained a single man until he met 
Sukie at the store of John Holbrook, in 
the building now known as the American 
House. This event must have been before 
1810, for Mr. Holbrook ceased his mercan
tile operations in this place about that 
time. 

However much "Barkis was willin'," 
there was a serious objection, in the shape 
of a husband, to be disposed of, before 
Sukie could be honored by the name of 
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Barnes. In all the stores and hotels of that · coffin, of gravel from the glittering spade 
time, customers were furnished with a of .Jimmie. 
popular beverage called" flip." This was, 1;'hough 
we believe, a compound of some kind of "It was a childish ignorance ," 
ardent spirits, beer, water, uutmcg, sugar, 

there was a pleasme in wishing anything
and finished by inserting into the mug 

but good for the old wretch who dug the
coutaining the compositiou, it red hot iron. 

first graves on that hill and made so many
As Esau sold his birthright for a mess of 

people cry. 
pottage. the husband of Sukie, for a mug 

The catechism can yet be seen, but theof flip. gave up his marital rights to Jim
old "Scratch," decorated with serpents,mie, and left him in undisturbed posses
who once stood at its t.hreshold, long since sion of "the charmer." The legality of 
vanished with Jimmie and his bag. Bythis affair was never questioned before the 
the death of Mr. Blake, in 1818, Jimmiecourts, and for effectiveness. expedition 
lost his most highly valued patron. Fromand economy the transaction has never 
that time. or a short time before thc deathbeen smpassed, if equalled, in this town. 
of Mr. Blake, Jimmie took up his abode.Timmie ever afterwards had a weakness 
on the east side of the river. The smallfor the beverage. and had as many bless· 
dilapidated cottage, where he lived withings in store for the man who invented 
Sukie and an idiotic child named Olive,"flip," as Sancho had for the man who 
wa~, in 1825, standing near the ba.se ofinvented sleep. 
Chesterfield mountain and about opposite 

A. daughter, the eldest from this novel the Congregational parsonage. He eulti. 
union. married one of the brave tars who vated some over all acre of ground, about 
served under Com. Decatur, in the war of his cottage, but the principal source of his 
1812, and assisted in the capture of the income was this place, where he passed 
British frigate " Macedonian." I t was the most of his time in varied employments, 
custom of that time to use complimentary such as working in gardens, doing chores, 
words in marriage notices, thcrefore ap- movinO' g rain on his back up or down 
peared in thc village papcl', the following: stllJii's f~r merchants, and telling big stories. 
" MI'..J . Freeman, to tbe amirtble and ac- "The honey bees in England," he said, 
comphsh~d ~au%~;er of James Barnes, "are big as the sheep in this country, but 
Esq., of ng an . the hives are about the same size as used 

Our earliest recollectiolls of Jimmie date here." "When at work with my axe on 
to the time he was bent with age and went the mountain, " said he, "I was attacked 
about with a bag upon his back. to carry by a big snake that measured. after I had 
off-we were told-naughty, disobedient killed and straightened him out, just six· 
children, and especially those boys who teen axe-hel ves long." It was as impos
neglected to attend school and religious sible to get an abatement of one axe-helve 
exercises. from the measure of that snake, as to get 

T he frontispiece in the Westminster from farmer W. a reduction of one bug 
Catechism-a likeness of Sat.au-for Sun- from the "eight bushels of squash bugs, 
day and Jimmie with his bao' for the other potato measure," found by him, as he de
six days of the week, render~d one motive clared, when tearing away an old barn. 
of obedience sufficiently promInent for Jimmie claimed to be a native of old 
juvenile government in this place. But England , and he evidently felt superior to 
more dreadful than with a bag was Jim- the natives here who were laborers like 
mie with a spade-that implement of his himself. In hair·breadth escapes and 
vocation in the village cemetery-when thrilling experiences he rivalled old Sin
he covered from our sight forever, Andrew bad, of Eastern romance. There was an 
.Jackson Shattuck, Willy F essenden and ail' of earnestness and seriousness in his 
other of our schoolmates, in the long manner, when relating the events of his 
time ago. The pent up grief, led slowly life, that would doubtless have generated 
up cemetery hill by Dea. Wood, often more faith in the minds of those who 
found utterance, when fell upon tbe ear a listened to his narratives if he had regarded 
hopeless, heart-rending rattle upon the the old admonition, 
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"Lest men suspect your tale untrue, 
Keep probabilities ill view." 

The history of his advent here will be 
best given, as well as we can remember, in 
his own words: 

"IVben some weeks on the voyage from 
England to this conntry, our ship was 
leaking so badly we could Hot save her, 
and to save myself I go t inside of a large 
hogshead. The cooper headed me in and 
the waves cast me ashore. The buug of 
the cask loosened by sunshine and I pushed 
out and grabbed the tail of an ox. The 
frightened an i mal dragged me over a ledge, 
the cask broke open and up jumped Jim· 
mie." 

His wife, Sukie, made mops, husk door
mats, and told ladies' for tunes to order; 
but she was a poor fin ancier. Her price 
for reading the book of fate was a small 
package of green te". When the summer 
was in prime many small packages, wafted 
by white dresses and enclosed by jewelled 
fingers, passed over Chapin's island to the 
shrine of Sukie. To the Bratllebo:ro fair 
of doubtful age, feeding on blue clay and 
the illusions of hope, there was an unac
coun table charm in the ugly, pox-marked, 
tripe-like face of their or"cle. Her emi 
nence in ugliness constituted, perhaps, her 
popularity as an oracle. A co mpany of 
quite plain looking girls never appearcd so 
attractive as when standing beside old 
Sukie. We will allow them credit for 
sagacity transcending their aspirations of 
receiving light from Sukie's yellow teacup. 
The cunning creatures understood the 
value of comparison; willingly did they 
accompany eligible and desirable young 
beaus to this little cot on the mountain, 
who would " look on this picture and then 
on that." 

lD. 1833 some people then living in this 
place caused the erection of a new building 
for Jimmie and !:lukie. Col. Paul Chase, 
proprietor of the old stage house, and Mr. 
:Mc Kean, the first high school teacher, 
especially interested themselves in thi s 
matter, and Mr. McKean went over the 
river with his nail-hammer, to help shingle 
the house. A few years after this event 
the house was destroyed by fire, and from 
injuries thereby received, Olive, their 
idiotic child, died. At this time age and 
infirmity had j nearly fini shed their work 

N 

upon the aged couple; but Col. Chase did 
not desert them in this extremity. 'With 
his own carriage he brought them to this 
side of the river, where his personal super
intendence was given to their wants, and 
every needful provision made for their 
comfort up to the last mOlllent of their 
lives. 

l 'BLACK SAM, ., 

So called , came here from Ben ningtou 
about 1823, and was at one period the only 
representative of the colored race in this 
place. From that ci rculll stance alone he 
was conspicuous. He was much of the 
time in the employ of Francis GoodllUe, 
E sq.. but when he was under the inflnence 
of stimulants his employment was less 
lucrati ve though more amusing. Upon 

.	such occasions his powers of imitation 
were largely developed . The sentiments 
and exact tones of the voice of his subject 
was given at the street corners, or where
ever he could find an audience. H e gave 
imitations of animals, but he especially 
delighted in showing off the magnates of 
Brattleboro ; and his patron was not ex
cepted in these laughable exhibitions of 
his peculiar faculty. :::lam was bound to 
have some fun, and he generally succeeded 
in accomplish ing his object. H e did not 
bind his talent in a napkin, but did all he 
could to improve I;is own and other peo
ple's digestion. 

Poor sensitive, suffering 

JOHNSON, THE RFIY~lE R, 

Or bard, to whom we h,LVe elsewhere 
alluded more definitely , mrely smiled. 
Not a day passed when he did not have a 
grievance, some record of abuse or charge 
against so me one, to send up to tbe high 
court of heaven. Homeless as he was, and 
wandering in abject poverty from house to 
house, and passing the long winter nights 
in a stable, call sed some observers of his 
condition to advise him to apply to the 
town for rel ief. Upon one such occasion 
he replied, "Don't fret you rself about me. 
r lodge in a more comfortable place than 
General vVashington did wilen he \vas sur
veying in the fo rest ; and when he was 
fighting the battles of hi s country I guess 
he would have sometimes been glad to find 
as good a pl ace as Mead's barn to sleep in. 
If my shoes do let in the water, there is as 
good a chance for it to run out as there is 

169 



170 BRATTLEBORO. 

for it to get in , and there is as good a chance 
now for you to mind your own business as 
there ever will be." 

" JOHN DOVER," 

Who came here about 1840, was a serious 
oddity, and always in a hurry. His almost 
co nstant employment was sawing wood 
with a very short, quick movement of the 
saw, and his uttljrances perfectly accorded 
with said movement. His reply to any 
question was prefaced with the word God , 
repeated very rapidly maoy times. He 
knew Alfred Ellis was the most eminent 
fi sherman in town , and it may be he in· 
tended to tal~e away his well·earned laurels. 
This much 1S certain ; J ohn, in his latter 
days , spent much time fi sh ing in divers 
places. One morning he caught, at the 
mouth of W est river, an enormous pike. 
Passing through Main street with his val· 
uable prize, much attention was excited, 
congratulations offered and inquiri es made 
of the fortnnate fisherman. With the 
usual preface John replied, "Can't tell , 
can't tell; if he hadn 't thought 'twas Alf. 
Ellis' hook never should catched him in 
God's world." 

John belonged to one of the two classes 
of men in Brattleboro who do not 

"Keep their eyelids "losed 
And woste their hours in bed." 

As a general rule, smart, thriving men are 
not of the 3 o'clock in the afternoon sort; 
they are early risers in the morning. Men 
of an exactly opposite character do the 
same, as some hotel bar·keepers could tes· 
tify. N ow it is not necessary to say John 
was of the class last mentioned; but we 
will give him the credit of being an early 
riser, and giving important testimony as 
to the merits of }Icad's sno w statue. Neal' 
the snow·lined pathway in which he was 
walking, with a wood saw, to his task, 
stood, in all its commanding, wondrous 
beauty, the "Recording Angel. " fresh from 
the creator 's hand. Fearfully he gazed 
upon the silent monitor and then, giving 
it as wide a berth a possible, ran with all 
his might until well out of supposed dan· 
ger. when he exclaimed, " It's a devil 01' 
ghost, I don't know which 1" After living 
in this town about twenty·eight years, 
poo r J ohn died in the arms of public char· 
ity at the town poor farm of Brattleboro. 

E DW ARD GOULD. 

With slender, bent form and shuffling, 
dragging step- the motion of his body like 
that of a ship in a high sea, and apparently 
as insensible to surroundings,-this queer 
specimen of humanity was for many years 
almost daily seen in our streets, to as late 
a period as 1869. He was peaceable and 
inoffensive under great provocations; but 
when he heard from a crowd of school 
boys, " Ed Gould stole a knot hole, a post 
hole. and he stole squashes in the blow," 
his angel' was aroused to a fearful pitch. 
He was oft-en shamefully treated and made 
the subject of ridicule. Tile boys, delight
ed to find a vuln erable point in the armor 
of his good nature, teased and tormented 
poor Ed. until he often became com pletely 
exhausted in vain efforts to punish them 
for libel aud clear up his character. It 
was not, we have charity to believe, inten· 
tional cruelty on the par t of the boys, but 
it was their natural, alm05t insatiable love 
of fnn that nearly wore out this poor, un· 
fortunate being. The veteran frog, as 
stated in ancient fable, exactly explained 
the situation amidst a shower of stones. 
Deficient as he was in the qualities needful 
to command respect, he seldom, if ever, 
f!tiled to give a correct answer when the 
question was, "What is the day of the 
month?" He also gave exercises in sing· 
ing, spelling and preaching. If a chair, 
bOl( or barrel was furni shed him for a ros· 
trum, he never declined when invited to 
address the few or many. These efforts, 
it has been said, "were eno ugh to make a 
colt break his halter. " They were often 
unintentional burlesques, more character· 
ized by entertainment than by ins truction, 
ye t some g ifted men of high intellectual 
attainments will ever lack the importa.nt 
qualifications-assurance, energy and earn
estness-as displayed by Ed. Gould from 
the last head left in an empty flour barrel. 
"The Scolding Wife" was the song best 
adapted to his operatic abiliti es-his high· 
est accomplishments in vocal music. In 
the chol'Us

"It is her heart's delight 
To bang me with 11 lire shovel 

Around the room at llight"

a very propel' sympathy was excited for 
the unfortunate husband in this age of 
femal e domination. When the song of 
"Brave 'Wolfe" was called fo r, the whole 
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air and manner of the singel' changed. 
The smacking together o[ clenched hands, 
the fire and indignation, in singing the 
gricvances of the unhappy subject of pet· 
tiCO~\t dcspotism ceased, and in soft, pla in
tive tones was heard : 

"Love is 11 diamond ring, long time I've kept it, 
'Tis for yoar sake, my love, if you'11 accept it. 
And then this gallant youth did crOSs the ocetln, 
T o fl'ee Amel'ica from her invasion. 
The drunls cUd loudly beat, the gUM did tattle; 
Brave \.volfe lay on his back) dHow goes the battle?" 
I went to see! my love, 'twas in my favor'; 
"Oh then," replied brave Wolfe, "I die with pl eas

ure," 
Then the connon on our side did roar like thunder, 
"And, bave yer got cuy terbackcl' with ye?" 

HBe yer gain' to use tha.t pipe for a few minutes?" 


HIS LECTURE ON MILLERISM.-"Now 
my Christian Friends, Rumsellers, Ter
backer-chewers and Sabbath-breakers, you 
don't believe the world will all burn up 
next yenr, because you don't want to be
lieve it; and that ain' t all , you don't want 
a stop put to your deviltry. YOIl are as 
bad as the folks was more than 40 years 
ago, wh en old Noah built his yark. When 
he told the folks t.he water was goin' to rise 
high as Chesterfi eld mountain and drown 
'em a.JJ Ollt, they didn ' t believe it, but they 
abused him, and made fun of him, and yer 
see how th ey got paid for it. Noah fiew 
round like a house afire after stuff to build 
his yark. He went to Texas, Hinsdale 
and Chesterfield to buy lumber. He got 
some of his best sticks down to Jano Bur
rows' mill, in Vernon; and farmer Wood 
with his stags did the teaming for nine
pence 2, perch. He got aU the nails at 
Hall's store and paid for 'em in sheep pelts 
and dried apples. He hadn't but just got 
his yark done when the rain co me down 
like pitchforks. But folks wouldn't be· 
lieve Noah when the water was knee deep 
iu n-Iain street. Noah see how ' twas, and 
he opened the door and told 'em they bet
ter git aboard while they could; but they 
said it wasn 't lUuch of a shower, and soon 
over; then they began to yell and hoot, 
and the tarn al school boys snow-balled him 
so h e had to go in and shut the door. But 
YOll know it wasn't long afore they wished 
h e would open that door agin and talw 'em 
aboard. This time the fishes will all be 
killed, and a yark such as Noah had 
wouldn't do yer any good. Nothin' will 
save ye now but to believe what I tell you, 

and being so good, the fire won't burn ye 
more'n t'wilJ Hinsdale red oak. Vve mu st 
all stop being sinners. I have been a sin
ner myself. I stole rum from Hartwell 
Bills and denied it wben they laid it to me. 
r went to court the Pierce gi rl and pre
tended all I wanted was a drink of water. 
I was a lying scamp and I've beeu sorry 
for it a good mauy times, an d I shan 't do 
so again nex t time I see her." 

Ed. obtained some of the ideas from 
which this lecture was constructed by at
tending iYlilleri te meetiu gs at the Chapel 
on Canal street, in 1842. One of the preacli 
ers at the series of meetings held there at 
that time usually, when commencing his 
services, took off bis coat and cravat. 
'While disrobing himself to his shirtsleeves, 
he said to the audience, "Thank God, I 
know what it is to work for my living. I 
have laid many rods of stone wall in my 
day, but I have clone with all such work 
forever. I have but one task. before me, 
and that is of short duration. I shall never 
again visit my earthly home, for before I 
finish the work assigned me, before I can 
complete the circle marked out for me, the 
last great day will surely come and all the 
things in this world will burn up or melt 
with fervent heat. This mountain of 
rocks, now clad in the varied colors of 
au tumnal beauty, will, before another 
autumn, melt down into the river and kill 
all the fish. Please to sing, 

'Yon can't sta.nd the fire 
In that great day_'" 

In an atmosphere charged with fumes of 
burning sulphur, a large share of the audi
ence, judging from the sound, kept time 
with thc singing by stamping their feet. 
Chipman Swain, Esq., our deputy sheriff, 
appeared in the sacred desk, on the left 
side of the preacher, and requested there 
be no more manifestations of disrespect for 
the services. He reminded all present of 
Vermont law, its impartiality in protecting 
aU religious sects, and thc penalties for 
persons who in any manner disturb assem
blies gathered for religious worship. The 
tall, commanding form, authority, and 
very proper remarks of this executive offi
cer prevented, it may be, the riotous oppo
sition or persecution needful for the pros
perity of this sect in Brattleboro. The 
awfully solemn words of the stone wall 
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preacher fell mostly upon stony ground, 
and since this event more than thirty times 
has old Chesterfield mountain put on her 
annual gala dress, as in days of yore, while 
upon Ed. devolved the task to keep green 
the memories of t.he prophets by his ora· 
torical efforts in the public streets. 

At the conclusion of a lecture 01:\ pIne· 
nolog)" Ed. and "Jess lYlarsh" were per
suaded to become subjects for examination 
by the lecturer before the audience. The 
next morning Ed. said, "They wouldn't 
let the phrenologer man tech us 'till they 
put a hankercher on my face and a han
kercher on .ress' face. The phrenologer 
said we was both fools, but Jess was the 
biggest fool, 'cause he didn't know it, and 
I did." 

One evening in a crowded meeting house, 
nr)t very well lighted, Ed. was seated list· 
ening to a revival sermon from an itiner
ant minister. Immediately after the ser
mon, an invitation was given to a,lI uncon
verted persons desiring prayers to occupy 
the "auxious seat." The reverend gentle
man, depending upon his sagacity to de
tect mental emotion from appearances, 
left the pulpit, and by making personal 
applications, as he moved among the peo
ple, some persons went forward who other
wise would not, probably, have presented 
themselves. The serious, humhle appear· 
ing Ed., as he sat with downcast eyes, at
tracted the atten tion of the vigilant shep
herd. "My friend," said the preacher, as 
he grasped Ed. by the hand, "Is Christ 
precious to your soul?" The great, prom· 
inent blue eyes of Ed, opened wide with a 
vacant stare as he replied, "Wal, I dun 
know; guess it. 's pretty good plan." The 
faithful watchma.n said no more, 

"Bllt with u sigh moved slow nlong." 

HOTELS. 

THE OLD BRATTLEBORO HOUSE, 

Known in the past generation at one period 
as "Smith's" aud at another time as 
"Chase's Stage House, " was built by Sam
uel Dickinson, in 1795, and was destroyed 
by fire in October, 1869. Dickinson mar
ried Hannah Whitney, a sister of Hon. 
Lemuel Whitney. After he left the hotel 
he built the house on Flat street afterwards 
owned by James Frost, where he died May 
15, 1817. In Prospect Hill Cemetery we 

have found his monument, with the follow
ing inscription: 

"Beneath the ",ered honors of the tomb, 
In awful silence nnd majestic gloom, 

The man of mercy hel'e concen..1s his hend, 

Amid.st the solemn mansions of the dead, 

No more his lib'raJ hand shall heJp the pOOl', 

Relieve distress, and scatter joy no more. n 

From 1795 to 1869 the hotel has been 
conducted by Sam' I Dickinson, Salem Sum
ner, Erastus Dickinson, John R. Blake, 
Maj, Henry Smith, Col. Paul Chase, Lem'l 
Whitney, William C. Perry, Charles C. 
Lawrence, and at some period by a gentle
man from Troy, N. Y., whose name we 
are not able to give. The property was 
owned at t>ne period by Francis Goodhue, 
who erected the front gable and made some 
other alterations; but at the time of its 
destruction it was the property of the 
Blake Brothers, of Boston, lYlass., who 
sold the land on which the buildings stood 
to E. Crosby, or Crosby & Rice, and the 
well-known "Crosby Block" now occupies 
the site of the old Brattleboro House, 
which was built 85 years ago. Built so 
long ago, and in almost constant use fO!' 
the public accommodation seventy·four 
years, this hotel was more extensively 
known and better remembered abroad than 
any other building of its time in this place. 
Standing through n.ll the wars excepting 
that of the Revolution, what a story of the 
long vanished years must be associated 
with it! If it had a voice or record to tell 
us of the now buried generations a,nd in
teresting events of its time, we should have 
a more complete history of this town than 
any person now living can furnish. We 
can sift over some ashes of its past, find 
here and there a gem or historical fact; bu t 
of the many stl,d and glad memories asso
ciated with it, we can know but little, 

Of those known to fame who in early 
life began their career by rendering services 
as bar-tender, office clerk, or occupying 
some subordinate position here, were: E. 
Fessenden, William Chamberlin and Sim
eon Leland. Fessenden is a na ti ve of this 
town, but for many years has been a noted 
citizen of Hartford, Ct., where he has suc
cessfully filled important offices in that city, 
and among them, president of the Phcenix 
Life Insurance Company. Chamberlin 
was an eminent wholesale merchant in New 
York, and began business in that city by 
retailing goods from a wheelbarrow, on a 
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capital of but $100, and that was lent to 
him by Maj. Henry Smith, who was at the 
time keeping the old stage-house here. 
The fame of Leland, as a man of enterprise 
and success, reaches from the Atlantie to 
the Pacinc. Judging from the palatial 
hotels he has reared as if by magic, he 
must have found, iu some dark corner of 
this old house, or elsewhere, the wonder
fullamp of ,iladdin. 

About the time of the last war with 
Britain it was the custom to roll into that 
big bar-room a hogshead of old West India 
rum, and supply customers from the fau
cet. Years ago we heard Erastus Dickin
son (nephew of Samuel Dickinson) say, 
"I paid over $300 for a hogshead of olr! 
rum, and after it was on draft in the bar
room it was, by good judges, declared a 
superior article. It immediately acquired 
so excellent a reputation it would not stay 
with me, and in a little over one week it 
all left me." Probably more than a dozen 
such houses could be built by the money 
here expended in hogsheads of rum, fourth 
of July dinners, training day and other 
gala day feasts, diffusing a sweetness on 
the air a la the 

"Wonderful Sl1vor of pastry and pies 
That night from St. Gore's but.teries." 

The only hall in the village for public 
gatherings was in this house. It was ded
icated in 1816, by feasting and dancing. 
Cap't Sam'l Betterly of N ewfane--just mar
ried-was there with his bride, and others 
from out of town participated in the fes
tivities on this occasion. Joseph Dteen, 
Esq., our eldest native citizen (1880), and 
Judge Whitney joined in the dance, and 
kIr. Steen, by his activity upon the floor, 
completely wore out his new pumps bought 
for this eventful night. "While joy was 
unconfined, and youth and pleasure met," 
intelligence circulated in the gay company 
that Mrs. Barber-a general favorite and 
highly respected-had just breathed her 
last. The sad feeling in the company 
from this event, and respect for the de
ceased, suggested a discontinuance of the 
exercises, but Judge Whitney said, "Let 
the dead bury the dead. On with the 
dance! !" 

'Many years ago a theatrical company 
from the city made the whole village and 

vicinity completely wild with their excel
lent acting in this hall. The plays con
tinued so many days or weeks it was 
thought by some to be a permanent insti
tution, as in Boston or New York. The 
fate of the beautiful Desdemona excited 
general sympathy and brought copious 
tears frpm-then in life's morning-onr 
prospecti ve grandmothers. The play of 
"George Barnwell, the London appren
tice," was, for moral effect, equal to a 
camp-meeting sermon. Upon the handbill 
announcing the play, or tragedy, was the 
following caption: 

"How wretched is the man who's wise too late! 
By my exa.mple learn to shun my fate," etc. 

Underneath the foregoing was an engrav
ing representing: poor Barnwell hanging by 
the neck upon a gallows, as an example of 
being "wise too late." Wisdom, as per
sonified in Dcripture, said, "seek me early 
and ye shall nnd me," but for late seekers 
for wisdom no encouragement is given. 
When wisdom comes too late we do just 
as well without it, as eXBmplified in the 
fate of Barnwell. That sermon, though 
from a theatrical company, at the old stage 
house in the long ago, has never yet, we 
believe, been surpassed in any pulpit in 
this town. 

With the exception of D. P. Kingsley 
of Springfield, .i'iIass., we believe the old 
stage proprie~ors who once made this house 
their home, are noue of them living. kIany 
now living here remember Asher Spencer, 
Lovell l<'arr and Kingsley, formerly a part
ner of Mr. Spencer. Shepherd Pond, the 
last of the old stage drivers we remember, 
is yet living (1880), we learn, in Benning. 
ton, Vt. 

Col. Paul Chase served severa]' years as 
high sheriff of the county, and.i'iIaj. Henry 
Smith was chosen his succes~or to that 
office. They were agents of the old luttery 
organization, chartered for the benefit of 
Horatio Knight, about 182(5. 1l1essrs. 
Chase and Smith occupied conspicuous 
positions in society, and their families, as 
to intelligence, influence and respectabil
ity, were in the front rank. 

THE YERMONT HOUSE, 

Which from 1828 to 1857 stood where is 
now the Town Hall and the Episcopal 
Church, was a common wooden dwelling 
house of two stories, until fitted up for a 
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hotel by Willard Pomroy, in 1828. His Catherine Beecher, Dr. Kane, of Arctic 
brother. Chester W. Pomroy, was the first fame, Mrs. Harriet Beecher Stowe, Prof. 
proprietor. He was succeeded by Hiram Calvin Stowe, ancl Count Gowrasl{i. Of 
and Alonzo Joy, and others, whose names those from abroad who built or bouO'ht 
do not occur to us; but Capt. T. C. Lorcl houses in this place and vicinity, for ho;es 
was the last owner and proprietor. He during the warm season, were Jolln Stod· 
took away the old wooelen house, ancl clarcl of Savannah, Ga., Buckner and Eus· 
in 1849-50 erected, in place of it, a hand· Lace of New Orleans, La., the last n.lmed 
some brick front of three stories. It was United States Senator from Louisiana, 
destroyed by fire in February, 1851, and Hon. George Folso m of New York , United 
never rebuilt. At the same time "Wan· States Minister to foreign parts, N. F. 
tastiquet Hall," built in the rear of this Cabot, Esq., from Alabama, Prof. Elie "" 
hotel, by Hon. Calvin Townsley, was cle· Charlier of New York, ancl at a later period, 
stroyed. The hotel was ownecl by Col. Joseph N. Balestier, Esq., and Dorman B. 
Calvin Townsley, ancl sold by him to Capt. Eaton, Esq., both of the legal profession 
Lord afler 1840. Capt. Lord clied but a in New York City. Each of the gentle· 
short time-a few weeks-before the fire. men last namecl have given public ael· 
He "-as a popular hotel keeper ancl captain clresses in this place upon matters of na· 
of the "Lafayette LighLInfantry." A mil- tional importance; and Prof. E. Charlier 
itary company from the city of Lowell, of New York, on the Fourth of July, 1876, 
Mass., was induced by Capt. Lord to visit made some remarks with happy effect. 
Brattleboro, in 1847-8. They hacl glorious To the people assembled on our park, or 
weather and a fine time. Accompanied by village common, he said: "Though a native 
Capt. Lorcl's infantry, they ascended the of France, I claim a kindrecl with you, for 
mountain east of the village. The hyclro- my wife ancl children were born uncler 
pathic institution of Dr. W esselhreft was your flag. And I chlim a share in yoUl' 
then in its palmiest days, and the patien ts VVashington, for the royal army of my 
hacl built a house of logs upon the highest native land could not be permitted to clraw 
point of the mountain, three stories in their swords on your soil against the eue· 
height. There were projections from each mies of American liberty until your Wash· 
story wicle enough to stand upon, and a iugton was creatcd, by a commission from 
fiat roof. The soldiers and brass bands of the King, a niarshal of France." A reply 
music completely filled the projections of the Professor once macle, as we learn, to 
the house and occupied the flat roof. They the remarks of an insu fferable egotist, is 
playecl several marches we could hear from so good a plaster for the bump of self· 
the village distinctly, and we could also esteem, that present ancl future generations 
plainly see the bright glare of the brass in- ought to have it. The reply we give below: 
struments reflected by the sun. The effect -"If what you say is true, no other man in 
was beautiful and decidedly pleasing. The this world can perform the du ty I require 
house, soon after this rare event, was performed, or fill your place. I see' upon 
burned clown by one of the annual fires on you, as well as upon myself, inclications of 
the mountain. Capt. Lord at this time age, and people will soon be Obliged to get 
could not accommodate one-half of his along without us, therefore they might 
applicants for hotel fare, and many private just as well begin uow to learn to do with· 
houses were opened for visitors from out us as to wait a little longer." 
abroad. 

Between 1846 and 1860-a period of four. THE HAYES HOTEL, 

teen or fifteen years-celebrities of both Built by the grandfather of President 
sexes were frequently seen ricling or walk- Hayes, is yet standing at the West Village, 
ing in our streets. Of such, whose names but it has long since ceased to be used for 
occur to us, were Henry Iii{. Longfellow, its original purpose. The President's un· 
Count La Porte, professor in H arvard, cle occupied it for many years as a private 
but in 1830 Minister of Finance under residence, and it is now in possession of 
Charles X. of France, Rev. William H. his daughter, Mary Ann, who is the pres· 
Channing, Col. T. W. Higginson, James ent wife (1880) of Mr. W . H. Bigelow, 
Parton and wife, (Fanny F ern,) Miss formerly of Chicago, Ill. In 1815 the old 
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Brattleboro Light Infantry dined at t.he 
Hayes Hotel, the day the mail coach-
decked with fl ags-brought here the tidings 
of peace, after the war of 1812, and lI'Ir. 
Anthony Van Doorn. * We know of but 
(me member of the infantry company of 
that day now (1880) living, Joseph Steen, 
Esq., and he says the father of President 
Hayes assisted in waiting upon the table 
that day. We improve this occasion to 
say that one of our early Representatives, 
Israel Smith, was brother to Chloe Smith, 
the grandmother of the President, Ruther
ford B. Hayes. 

THE AMERICAN HOUSE. 

The hotel now known by the above name 
was not used for that purpose until after 
1811. John Holbrook occupied it for mer
cantile uses up to thltt period, when he 
left this place and settled in Ware House 
Point, Ct. After its vacation by :il'Ir. Hol
brook, it was owned by one of the Hunt 
family, of Vernon, and Joseph Goodhue; 
first hotel keeper. It was next owned by 
Francis Goodhue, who , someti me between 
1833 and 1837, built the front gable and 
piazza. The hou se then received its pres
ent name, but for some fifteen years or 
more it was known as "Sikes' Hotel," and 
thei'e was a sign with the name as stated 
thereon. Mr. Uriel Sikes and Richard 
Philips came from Northampton, Mass., 
about 1811, and established a hat manufac
tory in this village, under the firm of 
Philips 8/; Sikes. Sikes afterwards began 
hotel keeping in this house, about 1820, 
and left it about 1835 to his successor, 
Ralph Herrick. During the time Mr. 
Sikes was in this hotel he was a noted per
former upon the bass viol. He was the 
leader of a band of stringed instruments, 
that officiated at a FOUTth of July celebra· 
tion in 1824. On the morning of that day 

*J\1r. Anthony Van Doorn was tfie son of a West 
India sugar planter, and was a man of excelJent 
business cllpacity. He was well informed, as he had 
studie<l for one of the profe.sions, but did not com
plete his stUdies. He built up-for thllt time-a 
large furniture business, at the West Village; and 
about 1829-30 moved his business to the East ViI
Illge, where he died in 1871. He built the large 
brick house 011 Main street, now occupied by his SOli , 

Moses T. After he retired from business he visited 
Europe. He left a widow and four cbildren. His 
oldest .on, Moses T., is now a prominent merchant 
on Main street, and his second daughter is the wife 
of ~1r. John Brown. 

thp, bass viol and violin players had a re
hearsal in the south front room of this 
hotel, and thereafter played a march at the 
head of a long procession, escorting the 
orator of the day to the only meeting house 
then in the village. The hou se remained 
in possession of Joseph and WelJs Goodhue 
until sold to Charles F. Simonds, in 1860; 
and in 1862 it was conveyed to Stearns &; 

Ray. In 1865 it was bought by the pres
ent (1880) owners, Ray &; Boyden. 

From the beginning to the present time 
the proprietors have been: Joseph Good
hue, Uriel Sikes, Ralph Herrick, Mr. Bur
nett, Edward Vvoodman, George Bugbee, 
Charles G. Lawrence, Mr. Rice, Mr. Sbaw, 
n>Ir. Day, Henry C. Day, R. Rawson, Chas. 
F. Simonds, Mr. Starkey, J. S. Gates, C. 
Stearns, George A. Boyden, Henry Star· 
key, F. E. Reed. Hon. Daniel Webster 
took dinner at this house in July, 1840, 
when Edward Woodman was proprietor 
of it. i)-Iessrs.L. G. Mead, John R. Blake, 
and others,-a committee of reception
directed the footsteps of MI'. Webster to 
this hotel. "Mine host"' of the "Stage 
House," Col. Paul Chase, was at that time 
a prominent pillar of the democracy here; 
otherwise the great statesman WOUld, prob
ably, have been directed to "Chase's Stage 
House." 

RUFUS CLARK'S HOTEL. 

The house south of Whetstone Brook, 
bought by Capt. Adolphus Stebbins in 
1832 and now (1880) owned and occupied 
by his son, John Stebbins, was a hotel , and 
Rufus Clark the proprietor, in 1815. Mr. 
Stebbins removed the upper story of the 
rear part, where was a hall for dancing, 
etc. There was at this time (1815) no road 
past the house, leading to Guilford, and, 
of course, no Ca.nal street. All travel from 
this village to Guilford 'vas up Cemetery 
Hill and then take the right, past the fnrm 
of W. F. Richardson. 

The house was built in 1812, by Joseph 
Clark, father of Rufus Clark. The master 
workman was J ames Steen, fa.l.her of Jo
seph Steen. .fi'Ir. Clark also first estab
lished here the Cloth-dressing and wool
carding business. The shop a.nd machin
ery was where is now the machine shop, 
first builL by Thomas & Woodcock for 
the manufacture of paper maChinery, and 
afterwards a new brick shop, for the same 
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purpose, was erected on the same ground 
by Hines, Newman & Co., and is now 
standing. Joseph Clark was one of the 
earliest settlers, and owned all the land 
south of Whetstone Brook to the Guilford 
line. 

TllE REVERE nOUSE 

Was built by James Fisk, in 1849, and was 
burned in 1877. ~Il'. Fisk was \.he first 
keeper, or proprietol', and thereafter it was 
kept by Henry Field, J_ J. Crandall, Van
bibber, Asa Sanderson, George R. Cushing, 
Knowlton Brothers, NIl'. Stevens, L. V. H. 
Crosby, Henry C. Nash, George A. Boy
den, and some others, but Nash was owner 
and Hemy Harris proprietor at the time of 
its destruction. Fisk sold the house and 
stables to :MI'. Vanbibber, and after the 
cleath of MI'. Vanbibber, Heury Nash be
came the owner. In 1850, when under the 
management of J . Fisk, it was opened as 
a temperance house, and a grand entertain
ment given on this occasion. Sentiments 
were offered a.nd congTfl.tulatory speeches 
made at the table of refreshments, by pas
tors of churches and other citizens of this 
place. We believe it did not long continue 
to be a temperance house. 

After its destruction a portion of the 
land in front was purchased by the town, 
to widen the highway, and A. V. Cox & 
Coo, and Starr & Estey bought the remain
der. The gentlemen last named have 
erected (1879) a beautiful brick block with 
marble trimmings-Philadelphia style
containing Howe's photograph rooms, :Mrs. 
T. Avery's millinery store, office of Dav
enport & Eddy and the People's National 
Bank, of which Hon. Parley Starr is pres
ident. The land west of this block has 
been sold by .iYIessrs. Starr & Estey to D. 
Leonard and the 1YIethodist Society. That 
society is now (1880) constructing a house 
for public worship. It is the intention of 
:MI'. Leonard, we learn, to build a block, 
at no distant day, upon the remainder of 
the Revt:re House ground, to contain his 
power presses and other fixtures for the 
publishing business. 

BRATTLEBORO HOUSE, 

Named after its old predecessor of " hap
pie memorie," is upon the south side of 
Whetstone Brook, near the bridge. It was 
at first an organ manufactory, built by 
:1l'ressrs. Jacob Estey & Co. Isaac Sargent 

fitted it up with all the modern improve
men ts for a first-class hotel the next year 
(1870) after the old "Brattleboro House" 
tUl'lled to ashes. His means being exllaust
ed by the grea.t expenditures, the property 
returned to J . Estey & Co. The hotel is 
now (1880) conducted by :Messrs. Dunton 
& Campbell. The house is well kept and 
has pleasant rooms. The view of the Con
necticnt from its upper rooms is very fine. 

BROOKS HOUSE 

Was erected by George Jones Brooks in 
1871-2. The plan was by E. Boyden 
of W orcester, .Mass., and the constmction 
by J. JYI. Buzzell. The cost was between 
one and two hundred thousand dollars. 
The size, quality, and general arrangement 
of it has led some people to believe the 
public wants have been anticipated for 
some years to come. Within the memory 
of some people now living here, not S0 

large. convenient and elegant a hotel could 
be found in our largest cities. All the 
rooms are in telegraphic communication 
with th e office, are heated by steam radia
tors, and are mostly arranged in suiteR, 
parlor and bedroom ad joining. It is pro
vided with all the modern improvements, 
and no expense has been spared in the 
arranU'ements to meet the demands of the 
age. °It stands upon the west side of .i\'[ain 
street, and but a few rods from the steep 
declivity of the ri ver bank, upon which is 
n'Iain street, about 100 feet above the Con
necticut,-thereby alIording the very best 
facility for drainage. Since the construc
tion of "Crosby Block" and the "Brooks 
House," our natural advantages for good 
drainage have been ' improved by all the 
hotels, most of the dwellings on _Main 
street, also on High and some other streets. 

Mr. George J. Brooks, to whom we are 
indebted for this generous expenditure for 
the convenience and honor of Brattleboro, 
is a son of the late Capt. William Smith 
Brooks, who, with his family, settled in 
this town in 1839. He was born in Med
ford, :Mass., ]'[arch 5, 1781, and in early 
life was engaged in commerce. He was 
the commander of a merchant vessel, and 
suffered loss and imprisonment by the 
French depredations,-X- or "spoliations," as 

'He was also taken prisoner by an English press 
gang. It was such outrages upon our commerce 
thllt bl'Ought on our last war with that nation . 1812. 
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it was called, of American commerce, 
when Napoleon 1. was shaking down the 
thrones of Europe. Capt. Brooks, after 
his capture, was detained several months 
a prisoner in France, and saw Napoleon 
when at t.he pinnacle of his prosperity. 
This insult to the old stars and stripes was 
not forgotten by Andrew Jackson. iYIany 
will remember that halcyon period of the 
democracy, when, by the action of its great 
executive, it bravely defended the unity of 
these States and 

Il])Iy father1s flag and mine. 11 

The dilatory action of the French govern
ment in regard to making compensation 
for these spoliations, revived within the old 
hero the memories of other days. The 
flag which waved in triumph over his cot
ton bags, and the dead Packenham with 
four tuousand slain, must be respected at 
home and abroad. Therefore came forth 
his message to Congress, recommending 
reprisals upon French commerce, unless 
immediate attention was paid to our de
mands. 

In 1821, Capt. Brooks settled in Chester
field, N. H., where he established a cotton 
factory at the outlet of Lake Spafford, 
causing a village to spring up about him, 
which is now known as "Chesterfield Fac
tory." Re continued his business at the 
factory several years after his removal to 
this place, his last home. where he died in 
1865. His wife died in 1841, and of the 
family six children are now (1880) living, 
and, with the exception of Capt. William, 
Jr., make this place their home. George 
•J. and Francis W. were located several 
years in California, where they were suc
cessful wholesale dealers in paper. Capt. 
William was a clerk in the store of the late 
Gardner C. Hall in 1829-30, when he was 
elected captain of the Brattleboro Light 
Infantry. From him, when in England, 
came the art of making seam-',ess brass and 
copper tubing, and patents therefor bave 
been sold to t,be amount of $500,000. 
Tbe wide acquaintance of tbe most of this 
family with the world-having lived in 
varied climes and visited tbe most famed 
resorts in this and other countries-had 
ample means, opportunities, experiences 
and discrimination for selecting the most 
favorabl e locations for health, convenience 
or pleasure, bas not prevented tbem from 
cboosing tbeir location here. And one of 

o 

them, in glvlllg such a monumental evi
dence of his approval of this location, has 
spoken plainer than words in favor of 
Brattleboro. 

In the summer of 1877 the President of 
tbe United States-R. B. Rayes-with his 
wife, visited Brattleboro, the home of his 
fathers, and was met by our citizens in the 
spacious rooms of the Brooks House. He 
addressed the people from the balcony in 
front , aud on the morning of his depart· 
ure, said his grandfather was a blacksmith 
in this town (See sketch of the Hayes fam
ily, page 67) about 100 years ago. This, 
we learn, is the first time a President of 
this nation has visited this town, and it 
was a matter of congratulation and satis
faction that there was so good a house for 
his reception. 

GLEN HOUSE-WEST VILLAGE, 

Known over fifty years a.go as Stewart's 
Hotel, and a favorite resort of the military 
of that day, is the second hotel built by 
Rutherford Hayes. Since Russell Hayes 
succeeded his father as proprietor of this 
botel, the persons whose names we give 
below have conducted it down to the pres
ent time: Amasa Bixby, Henry Barrett, 
Timothy Root, Phineas Stewart, R. Good
enough, George Emerson, Mark Worcester, 
George A, Boyden, Henry NaSh, C. U. 
Miller, L . D. Thayer, Mr. Alden, William 
Warren, T. Clapp, Albert Smith, John L. 
Sargent, present owner, and Seth Jones, 
present proprietor (1880.) 

VERMONT HOUSE. 

There is another botel a few rods north 
of the Glen House, known a.s Vermont 
House. This hotel was first set in opera
tion by Mr. Nathaniel Holland, some 
twenty yea.rs ago, and is now owned by 
Charles Mixer. It is the last public house 
in this town before coming to the l'l'Iarlboro 
line. 

CHURCHES. 
ST. MICHAEL'S CHURCH.-EPISCOPAL. 

In 1871 the Rectory, situated on Green 
street, was sold, and a lot purchased on 
Tyler street, upon which, during the same 
year, a new rectory was built, costing 
about $6,000. F. A. Nash and Dr. W . H. 
Rockwell were appointed as the building 
committee. The largest contributor to the 
building fund was ·Mrs. Judge Kellogg. 

177 
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1\1:1'. George IV. Folsom and his sisLe r, Miss 
Helen L. Folsom, also gave liberally. and 
th e diJIerenL parishioners conLributed ac· 
cording to their se ~·era. l ability. In 1874, 
the Rev. Mr. Ranis resigned, and was 
succeeded by the Rev. Wm. H. Coll ins, of 
Vergennes, Vt., who is now the rector of 
the parish. Through the efforts of the 
ladies of the parish, the debt remaining 
npon the rectory ha.s heen nearly all paid. 

In April, 1879, F. E. Draper, Esq., of 
New York City. placed ill the cuurch the 
following subsLantial and elegant memori
als of his wife, Mary Goodhue (Cune) Dra· 
per: An eagle lectul'l1 of polished brass, a 
chancel rail and corona of the same mate
rial. The latter is a very tiue piece of 
workmanship, being made in the form of 
a double crown. Upon the largest is this 
inscription in raised letters-"I will walk 
before the Lord in the land of the living." 
The inscription on the upper crown con
tains the namcs of Mrs. 1\'l:ar.y G. C. Dra
per and her sisLer, J ulia (Cune) Bartlett. 
There are about 40 gas jets in the crown, 
and the effect when lighted is very beauti
ful. In addition to these gifts, Wilton 
carpets have been laid in the chancel, 
greatly improving its appearance. These 
were a.lso frOID the same person who ga.ve 
the memoria.ls we have described. 

REY. WM. H. COLLINS. 

UNIVERSAI.ISM IN BRATTLEBORO. 

.West Village . 

Hosea Ballou preached his second ser
mon in this place in 179l. He was then in 
his twenty-first yca.r. He says, "The sec
ond time I attempted to preach was in Lhe 
town of Brattleboro, Vt., where my brother 
preached in the daytime aud I undertook 
to speak in the evening, being overper
suaded to do so; but this attempt was a 
failure, and I was greatly mortified and 
thonght fo r a time that I would not engage 
in a work for which I was not competent." 
Thc brother referred to above was David 
Ballou, considerably older than Hosea, and 
the father of Rev. Moses Ballou of Phila
delphia. Among the auditors of Father 
Ballou on the occasion mentioned above 
were, probably, Col. Daniel Stewart, Levi 
Goodenough and Reuben Stearns, at least 
these men were pronounced Universalists 
at that time. Col. Stewart was "always" 
a Universalist. If so,. the doctrine of the 

tinall'estitution of all things IVa, believed 
here as early as 1780. 

Hosea Ballou, 2d, preached some of his 
{lrst sermons in Brattleboro. It is believed 
that he preached at the residence of Levi 
Goodenough in his eighteenth year-1814. 
He certainly preached there not later than 
1816-17. Between this date and 182!1, 
there was occasional Universalist preaching 
in school houses or privMe residences by 
Revs. John Brooks, Thomas J. Sawyer, 
'YVm. A. BalCh, Russell Strect~r and Isaiah 
Boynton. In December, 1829. Rev. Mat
thew Hale Smith, then only a boy of 18, 
was settled over a society in the 'Vest Vil
lage. He preached half the t ime there and 
the other half in Guilford. Meetings We)'(, 
then held in the Town Hall. Mr. Smiih 
continued his pastorate in Brattleboro till 
1832, a successful one so far as indicated 
by ouLward resul ts. He was popu lar and 
his audiences were alwa.ys large. 

He was succeeded by Hev. Aurin Bug
bee, during whose ministry occurred one 
of those episodes the like of which could 
hardly take place in this generation whose 
sectarian spirit is certainly less fierce than 
that of the last generation. The old church 
in West Brattleboro was owned in consid
erable part by Universalists. They asked 
fo1' the privilege of using it occasionally a 
Sunday, but their request was absolutely 
refused. Thereupon they went to church 
early Sunda.y morning, November 24,1833, 
forced open the door and took possession 
of the house. Mean time, t \vo clergymen, 
Revs. F. Loring of Hin sdale. N. H., and 
Warren Skinner of Proctorsville, had been 
engaged to conduct the religious services 
during the day. Mr. Loring began his 
service at 9 A. M. and continued it till 10 :30 
A. M., when Mr. Skinner took the pnlpit 
for anot.her service. At this time the other 
party with their members, one of them the 
principal of the Academy, came in a body 
to the church, entered the vestibule and 
demanded admittance to the auditorium, 
the doors 'of which were all closed, long 
seats filled with men being placed aga.iust 
them. They requested the Universalists 
in the vestibule to call out their committee 
for consllltation; but they answered that 
they should not interrupt the services, 
which had then begull. Next the Congre
gationalists proposed to overpower the 
Universalists in the entry, rush into the 
church and expel Mr. Skinner by force 

http:memoria.ls
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from the pUlpit-and take possession them- others, several of our clergymen TI~ceived 

selves. But Judge Clark advised them their academical education, among t.hem, 
that by this course they would all render Revs. Sumner Ellis, H. A. Ballou, S. H. 
thcmselves liable to indictment and heavy McColJester, Judson Fisher and Simon 
fines as disturbers of a religious meeting. Goodenough. ~'[r. Lee left tbe parish and 
The Academy bell was then rung and they the school in 1849. The sebool did not 
departed in a body to tlULt place and held continue long after he removed from this 
.their meeting, leaving the Universalists in place. 
undisputed possession of the church for lHl'. 1,ee was followed in the parish by 
the test of the day. However, at the close Rev. W. S. Bailon, whose second pastorate 
of Ur. Skinner's service, at twelve o'clock, extended through two yea.rs. Rev. Edwin 
IIIr. Loring bega.n his second service for Davis preached part of the time dl1l'ing 
the day, and at its conclusion, at half-past 1851-2. Rev. IV. Wilcox part of the time 
one o'clock, Mr. Skinner took the desk and during 1853-4. Th e society's las t seWed 
occupied it till thrce o'clock. As a result pastor was Rev. :M:axey B. Newell, who 
of this contest, after some months the supplied them half the time in 1858-9. 
Universalists sold their interest in the There has been no stated and regu lar Uni
church to the other owners and in 1834 versalist preaching in the 'West Village 
built the Brick Church now standing in since that date. 
the IVest Vilh,ge. Ueantime their meet- The society was organized January 10, 
ings were beld in Stewart Hall. 1834. Among t.be first signers of the con-

The Brick Chnrch was dcd icated the 1st stitntion wcre Phineas Stewart, Samuel 
of Janua.ry. 183.5. The order of services Earle, Jr., J erem iab Beals, Emory Stearn~, 

on that occasion was as follows: Reading John Cutting, Robert Windsor Frazier, 
of Scriptures, Rev. 1\'[1'. Wheeler; 1ntro- Roswell and Alonzo Goodenough, John 
ductory Prayer, Rev. F. Loring; i:lermon, Mixer and Rufus Pratt. 
Rev. 1. D. Williamson; Dedicatory Prayer, Bktst Vilia.98. 
Rev. T. J. Whitcomb; Concluding Prayer, "C"niversalist meet,ings were held in • 
Rev. Aurin Bugbee. Immediately after Wheeler's Hall as early as 1835. Rev. e has. 
the dedication of the churcb, Rev. Charles Woodhouse the preacher; but it was not 
Woodbouse assu med tbe pastorate of the t-ill May 2'1, 1843, tbat the present society 
socicty and continued it two 01' three years. was organized. Among the original mem
He was succecded, abont 1838, by Rev: bel'S were Dr. Reuben Spaulding, A..J. 
Abraham Page, whose ministry extended Hines, ,J. H. Estel'brook, 'vV. H. Ester
only through one year. Rcv. J. W. Bailey brook, Alford Simonds, O. J . :iYlartin , Orill 
preached here from 1841 to 1843. An in- Starkey, Lutber Weld, Harvey Houghton, 
cident occulTed during this period which Jno. B. 'Miller and Sewa.ll :Morse. Tbe 
made a deep impression upon his audience. first ineeting house owned by the society 
OneSnnday while he was preaching, a pure was located on the cornel' of Canal ancl 
wbite dove ca.me into the cbnrch, through Clark streets, and was purch~sed by the 
an open winclow, perched upon tile stove- iYIillerites in iJIay, 1843. It wa~ bu ill and 
pipe, where it remained a moment, and occupied for many years by the Methodists. 
then flew directly over the minister's head, The first settled pastor of the society was 
poiSing tbere.awhile, and thell passecl out Rev. L. J. Fletcher, who began his minis
of the window throu~h which it entered. try in the e,erly part of 1844. He was suc
The speaker was moved by this inciclent, ceeded in July, 184G, by Rev. Jno. H. 
so much resemiJling tbe descent of the Willis, who remain ed here only one year. 
Holy i:lpirit upon .Jesus, and drew from it Rev. C. R. Moor a~sl1 med the pastomte of 
encouragement and approva.l of bis words tbe society early in 1848 and closed his 
and work. connection with it in February, 1852. The 

Rev. IV. S. Ballou was pastor of the 80- present Universalist church was built (Im
ciety in 1844-5. He was succeeded in 1847 iog his settlement bere. It was erected in 
by Hev. Jno. S. Lee. The Melrose Scmi- 1850 and dedicated in February, 1851. 
nary, at the head of which was Mr. Lee, Rev_ H. P. Cutting was settled over tbe 
was establisbed at West Brattleboro at this society in May, 1852, and remained oue 
time. At, this institution, besides many year. He was followed, June, 1853, by 
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·Rev. Geo. H. Deere, whose pastorate ex
tended through seven years. During his 
ministry the church was repainted, in 1857, 
and through his exertions $500 were raised 
in 1858, for Tufts College. Rev. E. Smiley 
began his labors with the society the first 
of January, 18(H, and closed them with the 
same yelH. He was succeeded early in 
1862 by Rev. W. T. Stowe, whose pasto
rate extended to July, 1864. Rev. M. R. 
Leonard supplied the desk through the 
winter of 18()4-5. 

REV. JAMES EASTWOOD. 

Rev. James Eastwood was called to the 
pastorate of this parish Sept. 15th, 18()5, 
and resigned Jan. 3rd, 1870. Rev. M. H. 
Harris was settled July 1st, 1870. During 
the nine years of .Mr. Harris' pastorate 
this parish ha.s grown to be among the 
largest and strongest in the village, and 
the largest Universalist parish in the 8tate, 
having at the present time two hundred 
and fifteen families connected with it. In 
1871 the church edifice was enlarged aud 
remodeled. Since October, 1870, more 

\ than two hundred members have united 
with this church by baptism; and $30,000• 
have been paid out for parish expenses and 
missions. The church organization was 
reorganized 8ept. 14, 1843. Rev. Warren 
Skinner preached the sermon on this occa
sion, and baptized fourteen persons and 
gavc them the right hand of fcllowship. 

BRATTLEBORO NEWSPAPERS. 
Brattleboro's first newspaper was the 

FEDERAL GALAXY, which was started by 
Benjamin Smead, in 1797. The Galaxy 
was printed on a four-page sheet measuring 
about 17 by 21 inches, four columns to a 
page, in type of simihr size to that used in 
this work, but of the "old style," and was 
sold to subscribers for $1. 34 per year, pay
able on the last day of every qua.rter. An 
idea of what was considered news in those 
early days may be gained from the con
tents of No. 71, Vol. 2, dated May 8, 1798, 
a copy of which is now in possession of 
the writer. The entire first and second 
pages, and nearly one column of the third 
page, are taken up with a copy of the' 'In
structions to Charles Cotesworth Pinck
ney, John Marshall and Elbridge Gerry, 
Envoys Extraordinary and Ministers Plen
ipotentiary to the French republic, " signed 
by Timothy Pickering, Secretary of State, 

and bearing date July 15, 1797-nearly len 
months previollsly! Following this arti
cle, under the general head of "Domestic 
Events," is given about a column and a 
half of news from South Carolina, Virginia, 
Maryland, New York and Massachusetts. 
Then follows a half-column of editorial 
matter, the leading article treating upon 
the then all absorbing topic of our rela
tions with France. 80mething more than 
a column of this page is occupied with 
advertisements. Two and a half columns 
of the fourth page are devoted to a report 
of the proceedings of the American Con
gress, House of Representatives, extending 
from Wednesday, March 28, to Tuesday, 
April 3. The remainder of the page is 
taken up with advertisements, among 
which are three applications for divorce. 
There is not a local or State paragraph in 
the entire paper. The Galaxy was con
tinued until about 1802, when Mr. Smead 
removed to Dansville, N . Y. 

Not long after the death of the Galaxy, 
(in 1803) THE REPORTEl{ was started, by 
William Fessenden. Mr. Fessenden was 
the son of Hev. Thomas Fessenden of 
Walpole, N. H., and learned his trade at 
that place. A.s related by .!tIr. Joseph 
Steen (who served as a.pprentice in the Re
porter office, beginning J nne, 1814), Mr. 
Fessenden had arrived in Brattleboro on 
his way to New York to procure employ
ment as a journeyman printer, and the fact 
becoming known to the landlord, jylr. Sam
uel Dickinson, John W. Blake, Esq. , and 
other leading men of the place, who great
ly desired to have a Federal paper pub
lished here, ~h. Fessenden was induced 
to remain and embark in the undertaking. 
He obtained a press and other necessary 
materials in Boston, at second hand , estab
lished the Reporter, and remained proprie
tor of it until his death, in 1815. Becom
ing largely interested in the publication of 
books. the editorial charge of the paper, 
after the first few years, was largely left to 
other hands, being for some time in care 
of his brother, Thomas Green Fessenden, 
who was a lawyer by profession and a 
writer of note, and who afterwards went 
to Boston and established the New En
gland Farmer. 

Another newspaper, called "THE lNDE· 
PENDENT FREEHOLDER AND REPUBLICAN 
JOURNAL," was started abo'lt 1808, bY!l 
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printer named Peter Houghton, who was 
backed up in the enterprise by Judge Cha
pin, father of the la te Dr. Charles Chapin, 
but it was continued only a short time. 

The Reporter, soon after the death of 
Mr. Fessenden, passed into the hauds of 
his father-in-law, Deacon John Holbrook, 
by whom it was continued until merged in 
the :Messenger, about 1826. 

The year 1817 saw the advent of the 
AMERICAJ.'< YEOilfAN. The publisher, Mr. 
Simeon Ide, had worked as pressman on 
Webster's spelling book the greater part of 
the year 1813, for William Fessenden. In 
1816 he had printed " the first N ew Ipswich 
(N. H.) edition" of the New Testament, in 
his father's blacksmith shop in that town ; 
but the work proved unremunerative, and 
after having disposed of most of the edi
tion to pay his debts, he found himself 
possessed of a good Ramage press, a font 
or two of type, and a few other necessary 
u tensils of the tracIe, and he resolved upon 
publishing a newspaper. Failing to find 
the necessary encou ragement at Keeue, he 
next turned to Brattleboro, and issued the 
fi rst number of the Yeoman, F elJruary 5, 
1817. The first number contained a spicy 
article from the pen of H on. Joh n Phelps 
of Guilford, laying dow n before the inex
perienced young editor certain rules to be 
observed in h is editorial career, by follow
ing which (in the ironical sense of the en
tire article), h e says, " I am certain your 
paper will want no thing-bu t subscribers." 
M1'. Phelps, Hon. J ames Elliot, Hon. Roy
all Tyler, Dr. Allen , Dr. J . P. Warren 
(then a student with Dr. Allen), and other 
men of some note, were occasional con
tributors to the columns of the Yeoman. 
A circulation of 300 copies was insuffi
cient, however, to satisfy Mr. Ide's ambi
tion, and at the end of one year he removed 
to ,Vindsor, Vt., and uni ted his paper with 
t.he Vermont Republican, in the office of 
which he had commenced his apprentice
ship in the fall of 1809. At this writing 
Mr. Ide is still li ving in serene old age at 
Claremont, N . H. 

In 1822 the BRATTLEBORO MESSENGER 
(Whig) was started by Alexander C. Put
nam, a printer, who learned his trade at 
Windsor, and married a sister of the late 
D eacon Anson Barber. After continuing 
the paper four years, Mr. Putnam sold 
(1826) to George W. Nichols, whose first 

wife was a sister of the Fessendens, and 
who for some time had been employed on 
the Reporter, as foreman. Mr. Nichols 
was born at Stowe, Vt., in 1782, and 
learned his t rade at Walpole, N. H . In 
politics he was a Democrat. He continued 
the :Messenger until it was merged into the 
Vermont Phccnix, in 1834. After two 
years' connection with this paper, he sold 
out, and soon purchased the , Vindham 
Oounty Democrat, which was started in 
1836 by an association of Democrats, and 
run for one year und er the editorial man
a.gement of Ur. Joseph Steen. :NIl'. Nich
ols' second wife, Mrs. O. 1. H. Nichols, 
who was a sister of Judge How~rd of 
Townshend , was for some years the real 
and accredited editor of the paper. Under 
her administration the D emocra t became 
f)ne of the eaTliest champions of wonHw's 
rights in the coun try , a nd took a promi
nent position among the newspapers of the 
State. The papcr was discontinued in the 
fall of 1853, and in the spring of 1855 j}Ir. 
Nichols removed with his family to Kan
sas, where he died the same year, at the 
age of 73. 

The SEMI-WEEKLY EAGLE was started 
by B. D. H arris and William B. Bale
two youths just emerging from boyhood, 
and, as one of them has since expressed it, 
with considerable more pluck than discre
t.ion, there being already two well-estab
lished newspapers in the village of 2500 in
habitants, and neither of the firm under
standing the printing business. It was a 
Whig paper, with strong partisan procliv
ities, and decidedly belligerent. The first 
nnmber was issued Aug. 10, 1847, a nd its 
publication was continued about three 
years before passi ng into other hands. In 
the meantime lIfr. H~le lJecame cashier of 
the bank at Winchester, N . B., and .Mr. 
Harris, hav ing accepted the position of 
first Secretary of the Territory of Utah, 
then recently organized by act of Oongress, 
was compelled to relinquish his connection 
with the pa.per. Accordingly, in the spring 
of 1851 the establishment was sold to a 
party of gentlemen in the county who 
weTe interested in maintaining the paper, 
and its management was committed to the 
hands of Pliny H. White, then a young 
lawyer, residing at West W ardsboro, whose 
letters and occasional essays had 'already 
attracted attention, and who, in after years, 
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as Rev. Pliny H. White, became well 
known throughout the State. Mr. 'White, 
not finding editorial pursuits, as developed 
in a country newspaper office, entirely 
congenial to his tastes or his talents, re
mained in Charge of the Eagle only a liltle 
more than a year, when }Hr. Harris, having 
returned from Utall, was persuaded to re
sume control of it. He enlarged and 
changed it to a weckly sheet, and continued 
to conduct it until 1855, at which time, an 
adjustment of local political differences 
having taken place, the paper was united 
with the Vermont Statesman, conducted 
by O. H. Platt. The Eagle, under tile 
management of Messrs. Harris and Hale, 
attained a circulation of about 1500 copies, 
which was consideTably above the average 
circulation of country newspapers at that 
day. Being contemporary, and to some 
extent in rivalry with such well-known 
journals as the ,Yindham Ooumy Demo
crat, edited by Mrs. Nichols, with which 
it had many a friendly bout; the Bellows 
Falls Gazette, edited by John W. Moore; 
the Montpelier Watchman, Patriot and 
Freeman, conducted respecl:ively by E. P. 
Walton, Jr., Charles G. Eastman, and 
Oharles W. Willard; the Burlington Free 
Press, Sentinel and Courier, under the edi
torial management, respectively, of De
Witt O. Olarke (and afterward of the elder 
Benedict), John G. Saxe and E. A. Stans
bury, and other journals of like character 
and ability that mig'ht be named, it had to 
be both wide ·awake and pungent to main
tain a reputable standing. The miginal 
projectors of the Ktgle are still living and 
in the prime of life. Mr. Han'is, still a 
resident of Brattleboro, is a well·known 
railroad contractor, while Mr. Hale has for 
many year~ been engaged in the banking 
bnsiness at Northampton, iYbss. 

TIrE VEll)fONT PIIillNIX 

Was first publisbed Sept. 12,1834, by Geo. 
W. Nichols and William E. Ryther, NIr. 
Nichols being the publisher of the Brattle
boro ~1e9senger, a Whig paper in politics, 
and 1I1r. Ryther publisher (>f the Independ
ent Inquirer, a liberal paper in religious 
matters, owned by an association of gentle
men. It was first published for the propri
etors by Hiram Tupper for a short time. 
The Inquirer having been published one 
year, the association sold it to Mr. E. H. 

Thomas. The proprietors of the two pa
pers then a.greed to let both die, and from 
their ashes resurrect another paper, to be 
called the Vermont Phcenix: The Phcenix 
was published by Nichols & Ryther unt.il 
Sept. 30, 1836, when they transferred their 
iuterest to .NIr. G. C. Hall and .il'lr. j. O. 
Holbrook, the politics of the paper not be
ing satisfactory to some of its patrons. 
The paper was then put in charge of iVIr.' 
Calvin Walton, from Boston, whom the 
proprietors engaged for the purpose, Mr. 
Uyther being retained in the office, and 
thc paper advocating the election of Wil
liam Henry Harrison for President. Nfl'. 
Walton's name, however, appears in only 
four numbers of sait! papel'. Five weeks 
afterward .NIt-. Ryther, ha.ving purcbased 
the paper fJf the proprietors, assumed its 
publication, and continued the same until 
July 8, 1847, when a partnership was 
formed with iVIr. O. H. Platt (since of St. 
Louis, nio.,) which lasted until April 18, 
1851, when Mr. Platt, having purchased 
nil'. Ryther's interest, became sole proprie
tor. The Phcenix was enlarged in 1845, 
eleven years after its fhst publication. 
June 5, 1851, :11'11'. Platt, having purchased 
th e Bellows Falls Gazette, united the same 
with the Phcenix, announcing that the pa
per would be published simultaneously at 
Brattleboro, Bellows Falls and Ludlow. 
How long this arrangement lasted we do 
not know. The Phcenix was again en
larged January, 1852. About this time 
the name of the paper was changed to 
The Statesman. January 1. 1855, it was 
mcrged with the Eagle, published by B. 
D. Harris, and the combined paper was 
called The RepUblican. George W. Nich
ols, publisher of the ~Windham Oounty 
Democrat, having given up his paper and 
gone West, the type and fixtures were pur
chased by Dr. Oharles Oummings, (who 
had had some connection with the Engle), 
and Feb. 3, 1855, he revived the Vermont 
Phcellix, with which The Republican was 
merged in 18·57. Mr. Cummings remained 
editor and proprietor of the Phcenix until 
he went to the war, in 1862, as Lieutenant
Oolonel of the 1Gth Regiment Vermont 
Vols. At this time the publishing of the 
paper was in charge of iVIr. Charles S. 
Prouty, anrl the editorial charge was as
sumed by Rev. Addison Brown, formerly 
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pastor of the Unitarian Society in Brattle· 
boro. Cummings was killed before Rich
mond, Sept. 30, 1864, while in command 
of tlte 17th Vt. Reg't, which he had reo 
cruited on the expiration of the time of the 
16th. Col. Cummings was a native of 
Royalston, Mass., where he was born Feb. 
6, 1821. Attendi'ng medical l~ctures at. 
Castleton and Woodstock. 11e received hi .s 
diploma in 1847, and after practicing a 
while fit Fitzwilliam, N. H., came to Brat
tleboro in 1850. Messrs. Brown and Prouty 
purchased the Phcenix of Cumming's es
tate, in Deccmber, 1S64. Jan. 1, 1868, lVIr. 
Daniel B. Stedman bought a third interest 
in the paper, which was then enlarged to 
its present size. :Mr. Brown died nf'lY 11, 
1872, and Sept. 1, Ul7J, 1<1r. Prouty :sold 
his inter~st to nir. Olin L. French, WllO 
had formerly been euitor of the Keene, N. 
H., Sentinel. The present firm is French 
& Stedman. The veteran founder of the 
paper, Mr. William E. Ryther, is still liv
ing at Bernardston, Mass., and furnished 
many of the abovef<icts. -D. B. STEDUA N. 

V~RMONT RECORD AND FARMER AND ITS 
EDITORS. 

In July, 1863, Daniel L. Milliken, editor 
of t.he Brandon Monitor, a local paper, 
Changed the name and character of his pa
per, with the view of better adapting it to 
the wauts of the whole State, anu styled it 
"The Vermont Record." lIIl'. iHilliken 
removed to Brattleboro .I'Ll!. I, 1865. Here 
he had with him for a time H. M. Burt, 
now of Spl'ingtield, Mass., pnblisher of the 
paper printed on nit. Washington, and 
who was connected with the New England 
H omestead, a paper which has gone out of 
existence. Rev. MI'. Ketchum was also 
associated wit.h the editor of the Record 
for a limited time. Soon after the removal 
to Brattleboro, another department was 
added, with a separate heading, cntitled, 
"The Vermont Farmer." In April, 1867, 
Mr. ~IiJJiken sold out to Ed. P. Ackerm:1n, 
of N ewark, N. J., who conducted the pa-
pel' for nearly two years. In January, 
1868, the two dep:1rtments were united 

had a job office in connection with the of
fice of the Recol'd a nd Farmer. In May, 
1874, lVIr. Cobl eigh died, and for the fol
ll)wing year the Record and Farmer was 
und er the editoria l charge.of J. NI. Tyler, 
Esq., administrator of nil'. Cobleigh's es
tate, now Representative to Congress from 
the Second Vermont District. In April, 
1875, Rev. A. Chandler, the present editor, 
purchased the paper of Mr. Tyler, and in 
Jflnuary of the present year (1879) H. L. 
Inman I)f Ballston, N. Y., formerly one of 
the proprietors of the Ballston Democrat, 
purchased a half interest, the name of the 
firm now being Chandler & Inman. 

While in Bmttleboro, D. L. ~'lilliken 

published also a School JOllrno.l, a month
ly publication. He snbseqnently removed 
to Boston, Mass., and st'trtee! "The COltl'ge 
Hearth," a literary and family magazine, 
which was continued until the present 
year, when it was merged into the Golden 
Rule, W. H . H. Murray's new monthly, 
with which Mr. Milliken is now connected. 
Mr. Ackerman, on leaving Brattleboro, 
went to New York, and has been engaged 
in different kinds of business. He is now 
in the lecture field. nIl' . Cobleigh was a 
Knight Templar, and was buried with Ma
sonic honors. Mr. Chandler, previous to 
taking charge of the Record and Fanner, 
had been a Cougregational minister, 
preaching in several places in New Hamp
shire and Vermont for fifteen years. 

HEV. A. CUANDI,ER. 

THE HOUSEHOLD. 
The Household is the pioneer in its class 

of periodicals; the first, and, for several 
years, the only journal published in the 
country entirely devotee! to domest ic af· 
fairs. It was founded in the belief that 
the literature furnished by tlte various 
"ladies magazines" and kiudred publica
tions, though well-adapted to the needs of 
a large portion of its readers , was not such 
as to meet the requirement.s of those carn
est working women who constitnte so large 
a portion of the wives and daughters I)f 
onr land; that t.hey needed something more 

under the present title, The Vermont Rec- i practical in its nature, whose tendency 
ord and F armer, and C. Horace Hubbard, 
Esq., of i:3pringfield, conduct.ed an agricul
tural department for a nnmber of years. 
In March, 1869, Mr. Ackerm:1n sold to F . 
D. Cobleigh, a Brattleboro printer, who 

should be to elevate that peculiar labor of 
caring for and managing the family, known 
by the general term of "housework," from 
a mere drndgery to a science, aud at the 
same time extend a hand to those who 
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have a longing to make tlleir home an in
dex, as it were, of their characters- a reach
ing out for an attractivencss of surround
ings wllich, witll mnch 01' little expendi
ture, according to their means, sllall attract 
and retain tlleir Ilusbands and friends, edu
cate and refine tile boys growing f!'OID 
youth to manhood, and cultivate a love for 
tile good, tile beautiful and the true in the 
daughters of the household, and in this 
way to make Ilome, Ilowever humhle, tile 
dearedt place, and the family the happiest 
people. Sucll is the purpose of the House
hold, and the patronage it has received 
may be taken as evidence that the fai th of its 
projectors was well founded, especially in 
view pf tile fact that, unlike many, if not 
all of t ile successful journals of the present 
day, it was in no sense a cllild of fortune, 
either by birth or adoption. It is a well
known sa.ying, "it takes a fortune to es tab
lish a paper;" the history of nearly every 
prominent periodical bears witness to its 
truth. The Household was reared and 
schooled in the hardships and privations 
incident to the life of a country printer, 
staT ting in January, 1868, with a subscrip
tion list of thil'teen, with no capital to sus
tain it, and but little expeTience in news
paper life to direct its course, amid doubts 
ancl fears, gaining a little firmer foothold 
every year, it has solved the problem of 
success, and has to-day the largest ci rcula
tion of any monthly publislled inNewEng
land. Foul' pages were added to its origi
nal sixteen, in the early part of 1869, the 
publisher having offered to make such nn 
enlargemen t w hen the circulation of tile 
journal should reach 12,000, and at the 
same time promised to make another and 
equal enlargement when tile subscription 
list should number 20,000. Tile latter 
promise Ile was able to redeem with the 
commencement of the third volume, two 
years from the time tile first number of tile 
paper was issued; and since that time it Ilas 
contained twenty-four large and well-filled 
pages, making it considerably the largest 
dollar monthly issued from an American 
press. 

Instead of beiug disposed of througll 
newsdealers, as a large portion of most of 
the monthly publications are, t he large 
edition of the Household is mailed almost 
entirely from the publishing office, and fill s 
nearly a hundred of Uncle Sam's large 

mail sacks pel' month . These a re mailed 
from the middle to the last of the month 
preceding tile date of issue, those Ilaving 
the farth est to go taking the earliest trains, 
and tile whole ed itiou reaclles its readers 
with the regularity of cloc],; work. It goes 
to every State and Territory in the Union, 
besides a large number are sent to foreign 
countries; the Household is not a local 
paper with a circumscribed field, but a cos
mopolitan journal, adapted to all sections 
of tile connt.ry, pret ty generally found 
wherever there is a representative of the 
class to whose interests it is devoted. Its 
subscribers are found iu nearly every 
county in the Northern and ·Western States, 
while in the far South aud on the P acific 
CORst its patrous are already numhered by 
the thousands_ It has a large and effici ent 
corps of ageuts througllout the country, 
many of wllom h:we canvassed fo\' it from 
its commencement, and it is a fact, since 
tile first number was issued not a week-day 
has paS&ed without bringing some addition 
to its subscription list A good idea of 
the scope of the Household may be de
rived from a brief review of the special 
departments into whicrh it is alTanged. 
These are ten in number, corresponding to 
the apartments of a dwelling, as follows: 
The Veranda, the Drawing Room, the Con
servatory, the Dressing Room, the Nursery, 
the Dining Room, the Dispensary, the Li
brary, the Kitchen, and tile P arlor_ 

In t ile Veranda are given tile architectu
ral notes, hints for ou t-door work, while a 
lookout is kept upon tile surround ings of 
th e dwelling, and assistance given toward 
beautifying the premises. The Drawing 
Room has articles on the art of furnish ing 
tile Ilouse, care of furniture, etiquette, and 
interior decorations_ In tile Conservatory 
are gathered the pets of the family in pots, 
cages and aquarium, and information given ...... 
upon all mat ters pertaining to their treat
ment Tile Dressing Room contains a 
brief review of the fashions, toilet recipes 
and practical suggestions upon needle-work 
and kindred topics. The Nursery is de
voted to tile care and management of in
fants and clli1dren, and furnislles the little 
folks with an assortment of entertaining 
reading and pnzzle work. Tile Dining 
Room is furnished with hints upon table 
et iquette, the analysis of food, table talk, 
and a column of jokes as a "desser t." The 
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sanitary articles of the Dispensary are 
from some of the best writers in the coun· 
try, and abound in valuable information 
concerning the care of the sick and the 
preservation of health. In the Library, 
literary and educational topics are freely 
discussed, and there are also notices and 
reviews of books and current publications, 
and a pag0 of original music in every is
sue. The Kitchen is a large department, 
where contributions are received every 
month from many of the most successful 
housekeepers in all sections of the country 
upon the various subjects tbat please 01' 

perplex their younger and less experienced 
sisters, with a large number of original and 
well-tried cooking recipes, a column of 
" Questions and Answers" upon all subjects 
pertaining to home life and domestic econ
OIIlY, a fund of practical information nn
del' the title of "Chats in the Kitcben," 
a.nd a page of "Letters" from the House
hold Board, which is not surpassed in in
terest by any other feature of the paper; 
last, is the Parlor, which is a collection of 
original alld selected stories, miscellaneous 
reading, poetry, etc. In short, the House
hold labors to promote the sweetness'and 
grace of true womanhood in its presiding 
genius. And as an advertisillg medium 
the Household is especially valuable to all 
who desire to attract the attentioll of house
keepers and heads of families. It is gen
e\'ally preserved through the entire montb 
for family readillg, and tben quite fre
quelltly aid away to be bound at the close 
of the volume and kept for future refer
ence. -F'rorn the Book of the Oentennial 
Nezcspaper Exhibition. 

ODD FELLOWS. 

Odd Fellowship was introduced into 
Brattleboro by a dispensation granted by 
R W. Grand Sire Thomas Sherlock, July 
13th, 1846, to John H. Willis, Hemy Burn
ham, Thomas C. Lord, Frederick Franks, 
John B. JYliner, and Horace D. Brackett, 
for a Lodge at Brattleboro, to be named 
Wantastiquet Lodge, No.5, whicb was 
duly instituted at Brattleboro, Aui!,'. 3, 
1846, by D. G. Sire Albert Case. Tbe 
Lodge was then put in working order by 
electing the following officers: John H. 
Willis, Noble Grand; Thomas C. Lord, 
Vice Grand j Horace D. Brackett, Secre

p 

tary j Frederick Franks, Treasurer; who 
were duly installed into their respective 
chairs. 

The Encampment branch of the Order 
was introduced by a dispensation granted 
by R. W. Grand Sire James L. Saunders. 
for an Encampment to be named Oasis 
Encampment, No.5. This Encampment 
was duly instituted by James L. Saunders, 
R. W. Gralld Sire, 4-pril9, 1868. The En
campment was organized by electing alld 
installing the followillg officers: Sewall 
Morse, Chief Patriarch; Henry 111:. Currier,. 
High Priest; Timothy Vinton, S. W.; 
James M. Allen, Scribe; Henry Glover, 
Treasurer; George H. Clark, J. W . 

The Rebelmh branch of the Order was 
introduced by the institution of Dellnis 
Lodge, No. 1, by Oommissioner B. W. 
Detltlis of lH iehigan, Febnary 9, 1869, and 
was organized by electing and installing 
the following officers ; Henry M. Currier, 
N. G. ; lI:Irs. H. Atherton, V. G.; Mrs. L. 
11'1. Burditt, Secretary; Mrs. L. S. Higgins, 
Treasurer. 

TnlOTRY VINTON. 

BANKS. 
PEOPLES NATIONAL BANK. 

Organized October 25, 1875. Capital 
$100,000. Parley St.arr, President; Julius 
J. Estey, Vice President; W. A. :B'aulk
ner, Cashier. 

BHAT'fLEBORO SAVINGS BANK. 

Chartered in October, 1870; commenced 
operation in spring of 1870. Deposits, 
about 8700,000. R. W. Clarke, President; 
B. D. Harris, Vice President; C. IV. Wy
man, Treasurer. 

THE VEH1.IONT HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Held their semi-annual meetings in Brat
tleboro in 1860 and 1862. At the meeting, 
July 16-17, 1862, the 16th, mornillg ses· 
sion, the Educatiollal Secretary (of the 
Vermollt Board of Educatioll), John S. 
Adams of Burlillgton, introduced ,"vito 
timely suggestions Verlllont geography 
and local history, fo], action of the Society 
upon, later. At the afternoon sessiou, 
Rev. Pliny H. White read a memorial pa
per on Gen. "IV'm. Barton, who settled in 
the town of Barton, Orleans County, from 
whom the town derived its name. H ellry 
Clark of West Poultney read interesting 
extracts from addresses he had delivered 
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at tbe centennial celebration of Poultney, 
Sept. 21, 1861, npon the history of that 
town. The Hon. Hampden Cutts of Brat
tleboro read a carefully prepared sketch 
of the Hon. Paul Spooner, M. D., late of 
Hartland, Windsor Coullty; after which 
Henry Clul'k, the orator of occasions, after 
some popular remarks on the suggestions 
made by Mr. Adam~, at the morning ses
sion, introdnced a resolution of sympathy 
aud encouragement. for Yermont geogra
phy and the civil and natural history of 
the State. The resolution, supported by 
the Hon. Geo. Folsom, LL. D. , of Brat
tleboro, and the Burlington orator, who 
in-his pertinent, persuasive, hurriedlyelo
quent zeal, always took an audience 
up and carried thp-m along with him , was 
adopted. The Hon. Hiland Hall, Presi
dent of the Society, in his gTave, kind 
manner and way, then illtroduced the fol
lowing, which, on motion of Mr. Adams 
of Burlington, was adopted: 

R C8otved, That we coml1lend to the at
tention and enconragement of our c itizens 
the Vermont Historical1l:Iagazine, recently 
undertaken by 1Hiss Abby Maria Hemen
way, of Ludlow, and now partially com
pleted. Collecting from sources that will 
ere long be inaccessible, a vast amount of 
historical matter that is now useful, and 
will soon become invaluable. Its own in
trinsic worth, as well as tile persistellt ell
ergy and praiseworthy perseverance with 
which it has been prosecuted, all recom
mend the enterprise to our approval and 
to general encouragement and snpport." 

This was the first public notice of the 
work by an historical body; the more fit
ting and pleasant, coming as first, from our 
own Vermont State Historical Society. 

Mrs. Hampden Cutts gave the historical 
levee, a very pleasa.nt fea ture in the meet
ings of those days, at her hospitable man
sion, the evening of the 16th. This meet· 
ing at Brattleboro was a specially interest
ing and genial one. Of the gentlemen 
named there present, all are now dead but 
Gov. Hall, of Bennington, and Henry 
Clark, now of Rutland. Others also, not 
herein specified, who were there are now 
demi~ed. One, whose death left a blank 
in the Society, never yet fill ed, the live 
historical secretary, George F. Houghton, 
Esq., who was so much the soul of the 
meetings in his time, infusing into them 
so largely his own earnest zeal and fine 
historical taste' and feeling. "Sic t'l'ansit 
gloria mundi. "-ED, 

ADDENDA TO BIOGRAPHICAL 

SKETCHES. 


HON. CHARLES KELLOGG FmLD. 


Died Sept. 16, 1880, aged 77 yean'. 


To the persistent efforts of th is gentle
man during the last two years of his life .. 
we are indebted for a large portion of the 
portrai ts contained in this worlz. By 
age and infirmities retired from business, 
bu t so long as he had strength to move he 
continued his slow and daily walk through 
our busy streets, but ever manifesting a 
Iively interest in the progress of our His
tory, since its publication was commenced 
by :Mr. Leonard. 

Fortunate,in 1876, in obtaining of 
nlessrs. Bufford 81; Son, of Boston, accu
rate portraits for his history of Newfane, 
he wished to see equally good portraits of 
the old-time worthies of this town, whose 
well-remembered faces were familiar to 
him in the days of his youth and early 
manilood. Unsolicited, and without any 
reward for his services, he corresponded 
extensively with those more directly inter
ested, to assist in the a.ccomplishment of 
his wishes. He also collected m oney by 
subscription to procure an engraving of 
the new Unitarian church, and wrote. Ille 
biographical sketches of Capt. Samuel 
Root and Epaphro Seymour, on pages 
121 alld 123. But a few days before his 
death he said to the writer, "Well, I feel 
relieved, for I have collected the money, 
paid Bufford for the portraits, got his re
ceipt, and the matter is now all settled." 
With this labor of love his life has closed. 
Sadly and reluctantly, after a pleasant 
familiarity of twenty years, we take final 
leave of this remarkable man, who usualJy 
kept his worse side out and his best with
in. It maybe truly said of him, as Byron 
said of Sheridan, 

"God never mode bnt one such mao, ~. 
And broke the die in moulding Sheridan." 

In the Vermont PlJ oonix of September 
17, 1880, we find the following obituary 
notice: 

"The well·known form of Charles K. 
Field has passed from among us forever. 
For many months his friends have been 
admonished by his faltering steps that the 
end was near, and his own remarks have 
indicated that he was fully conscious of 
the fact; but when it was reported that he 
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was hopelessly ill, a feeling of sorrow set
tled over this community, which was great· 
ly deepened by the intelligence of his 
death. 

:iliere casual acquaintances were eften 
repelled by his somewhat rough exterior 
and blunt remarks, but tiiose who knew 
him intimately looked through the surface 
into his heart, esteemed and loved him. 

He came of a distinguished family, his 
lineage being traceable to John Field, the 
astronomer, who was born in London about 
1520; and who died at Ardsley, England, 
about 1587. His grandson, Zechariah 
Field, came to Massachusetts and settled 
in Dorchester about 1630, but a few years 
later moved to Hartford, Conn., and died 
in Hatfield, 7l1ass., in 1666. From him the 
line is easily traced to Martin Field, the 
father of the subject of this sketch, who 
was born in Levcrett , l\Iass., Feb. 12,1773, 
graduated a t Williams College in 1798, 
studied law with his uncle, Lucius Hub
bard, at Chester, Vt., and settled at N ew
fane at the opening of this century. He 
was a man of rare natural abili ty, of varied 
a.nd extensive acquirements, and for thirty 
years was eminent in his profession and 
one of the leading men of the State. His 
wife was sister of the late Hon. Daniel 
K ellogg of this town. Their younger son, 
Roswell 1\1. Field, was one of the most 
brilliant and abl e men Vermont ever pro
duc"d. He removed to St. Louis in 1839, 
a.nd soon became the compeer of the most 
eminent lawyers of th e West. For many 
years before his decease, in 1869, he was 
called the Nestor of the Missouri bar. 

Charles K. Field, the oldest son, WltS 

born in Newfane, April 24, 1803. fitted for 
college ltt Amherst, Mass., entered J\'Iiddle
bury College at the age of fifteen, and 
graduated in 1822. After studying law 
three years in the office of his father, he 
was admitted to the bar of this county and 
commenced the practice of his profession 
in Newfane; ill 1828 he removed to Wil
mington, where he resided for ten years, 
representing that town in the legislature 
in 1835, '36, '37 and '38; he was a delegate 
from that town in the State Constitutional 
Convention in 1836. In 1838 he returned 
to Newfane, where he resided until 1861, 
representing that town in the legislaLure 
in 1853, '54, '55, and '60, aud also repre
senting it in the Constitutional Convention 

in 1843, '50 and '57. In 1861 he moved to 
this town, where he has since resided. H e 
was elected a member of the Council of 
Censors in 1869, and chosen President 
th ereof at its first ticssion , and in 1870 rep
resented Brattleboro in til.e Constitutional 
COllvention. Thus it will be seen that he 
il.ad large experience in legislative bodies, 
where he always exerted great influence 
and did much toward shaping the legisla · 
tion of the Sta.te. 

.NIl'. Field inherit.ed many of his fath
er's ch,lracteri stics, espechl11y his sarcasm, 
humor and faculty for relating stories, of 
which he possessed an inexhaustible store. 
H e was a great reader, and the best ancient 
and model'n authors were as familiar to 
him as were his vilhlge neighbors. His 
memory was wonderful; he remembered 
all of value that he ever read or heard, a.nd 
had it at insta nt command; this, wito his 
quick perception, originalit.y, powers of 
description, wi t and humor, made him a 
most· entertaining man in conversation, a 
brilliant public speaker and a formidable 
adversary in forensic debate. His judg
ment of men was unerring; a distinguish
ed jurist of this State once said of him 
that it made little difference wh at men 
said to him, he seemed to look right into 
their minds and read their real- thoughts. 
He was a skillful lawyer, few men wield· 
ing a keener rap ier than il. e, and he appar
ently possessed every requisite of a most 
effective jury a.dvocate ; but though he al· 
ways commanded a large pmctice, he 
mainly left the trh11 of jury cases to others, 
regarding tha.t as an uncertain and unsat
isfactory field of enterprise. He was wide· " 
ly known .hroughout Lhi s State and highly 
regarded for his brilliant a lJilities. He 
possessed a kind, sympathetic heal't, reo 
tained the strongest attachment for his 
friends, and was an honest man. He was 
the last of that generation of mel! com
posed of the Bradleys, the Kelloggs, the 
Shafters and the Fields, who for more 
than half a century ga ve eminence to the 
Bar of Windham County, and whose names 
will always shine in the galaxy of Ver
mont's distinguished men. 

Mr. Field was married in 1828 to Julia 
A. Kellogg of Cooperstown, N. Y., who 
survives him; he leaves three children, 
:\'[rs. E. P. Jewett and Henry K. Fi eld of 
Montpelier and Mrs. I-I. C. Willard of 
this town." 
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ALBERT H. BULL. 

A well·known citizen of Brattleboro, died 
July 29th,. 18G9, of heart disease, at 
the age of 64 years, while on his annual 
sUlDmer visit at Old Orchard Beach , near 
Saco, Maine. Mr. Bull was a native of 
Hartford, Ot., where for several years he 
was a successful druggist. He retired 
from business about 20 years ago, aud since 
tha.t time has resided in Brattleboro. In 
1849, he married Sarah , youngest dftughter 
of the late 001. Joseph Goodhue, who sur
vives him. The Brattleboro Pltmnl:7J says: 

"Mr. Bull has laid the people of this 
village under great obligations by a gener
ous donation to the library, a few years 
sincc, of $2,000, to be paid in annual in
stallments of $100 each, for the purchase of 
books. The perusal of the books purchftsed 
by his liberality will exert a healthful influ
ence fo r long years to come, and keep his 
name in fresh and grateful remembrance. 
His remains were brought to this place, 
and buried in our beautiful cemetery." 

A correspondent of the Portland Press 
writing from Orchard Beach, says of .lI'Ir. 
Bull: "For 17 years he had spent his sum
mers here, and had become interested in 
making the place attractive. When four 
years ago, the Park lot of forty acres, cov
ered with a pinc growth, was purchased 
by lVIr. Staples, proprietor of thc Old Or
chard House, ]VIr. Bull conceived the idea 
of laying it out with walks and avenues, 
and supplying it with rustic seats and ar
bors. He had so nearly succeedcd in car
rying out his design as to make it a spot 
of great interest to all who vi~it the beach. 
He labored with his own hands, and with 
his own money employed others to assist. 
In winters, at his home in Vermont, he 
had with his own hands painted signs for 
the names of the walks and shady nooks, 
among which we find "Fisherman's Hut" 
and "Parsons Lodge," &c., and many 
other similar names, that seemed to him 
appropriate to the various localities. His 
work was a purely disinterested one, and 
he could only have been prompted by his 
love of the beautiful. He is represented 
as a lDan of culture, and his works here 
abundantly show it. His age was sixty
five, and the exclamation of all is, 'he 
died too soon.'" 

THE ACADEMY OF 1801. 
Three buildings were occupied by Rev. 

Hirftm Orcutt in the establishment of 
" Glenwood Seminary," at the West Vil
lage in 18130. One of the lmildings, with 
gable in the center and wings upon each 
side, is the academy building constructed 
by a joint stock company in 1802, the 
charter of the company having been grant
ed by the State of Vermont in 1801. Ros
well Redfield, uncle of Capt. Benajah Dud
ley, assisted in its construction in 1802. 

Oapt. Dudley, now (1880) living in his 
ninetieth year, was one of the pupils at 
this academy in 1807, when it W'IS under 
the administration of its first preceptor or 
instructor, Rev. Titus Hutchins of West
moreland, N. H. Built in the days of 
wrought nails, pod augers and flint-lock 
muskets, its antiquity and associations 
claim our attention. .A. large number of 
the collegiates of this town, whose names 
are on (JUr list, page 58, fitted for COllege 
at this institution, under the instruction 
of JIIlr. Roswell Harris, who was its pre
ceptor over thirty years. 

In by-gone days this academy was fa
mous for its exciting, thrilling exhibitions, 
in the ancient, spacious meeting-house 
(built in 1785 and destroyed by fire Febu
ary 2, 1845) and thereby a worthy rival of 
the old Chesterfield Academy, which, at 
its annual exhibitions, drew crowds of 
visitors from afar and near to see where 

" The great heroes of the buried past, 
Theil' mighty shadows o'er the presen t cast, 
And fight their battles on the tented field. 
Upon the lofty heights of Chesterfield."* 

In the exhibitions at West Brattleboro, as 
at Ohesterfield, tragedy was IHgely pyom
inent and "thunder, blood and guns," the 
order of the day. 

At the East Village there was but one 
school house in which was a pnblic school, 
in operation about six months in a year, 
when it- was currently reported among the 
scholars that at the coming exhibition of 
the Academy at the West Village, Theo
dore Green would, with a sword, cut off 
Goliah's head. 'Whether that now veteran 
Admiral in his youthful days acted the 

*In November, 1842, there was acted hy the stu
dents "The EmanCipation of Europe," and Napo
leon, Wellington, Blucher and Alexander were re'!>- ' 
resented. About midnight the Burdett and Miller 
glee cluh, from Brattleboro, sang "Lutsow's Wild 
Hunt" with fine effect and loud appIan se. 
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young David and carried out this part of 
the programme, we cannot say j but in 
after years we have seen acting by these 
students of such a character as to confirm 
us in the belief that somebody cut off the 
giant 's head. In one scene we witnessed, 
the situation required the use of a terrible 
dagger, but in place thereof appeared a 
silver-plated butter-knife, and this was 
before the days of Mark Twain. 

The annual June training sham fights 
were invariably upon the green in frontof 
the Academy, and against its walls were 
placed canvas roofs, under which were re
tailers of various kinds of refreshments, 
~uch as yellow gingerbread, smoked her
i'ing, beer, cider, and the contents of those 
beautiful cut-glass decanters of the olden 
time Mr. Lewis Amsden (one of the old 
spelling-book printers s.t the East Village) 
usually pitched his tent in this locality on 
the first Tuesday in June, where, in addi
tion to the sale of refreshments, as afore
named, he disposed of pen knives, jack
knives, pencils, side-combs, etc. 

In 1815 the school closed, and remained 
closed about two years. During this pc
riod the second story of the building was 
occupied as a ca.binet furniture manufac
tory by Ml'. Anthony Van Doorn. He 
continued his business there until he built 
a furniture manufactory at the West Vil
lage, where, or neal' where, is now the 
brick Baptist church. After the room 
wa~ vacated by MI'. Vau Doorn, the town, 
for a consideration, acquired the right to 
use the room for town meetings. F rom 
th at time this was the town hall, and the 
only place for vot,ing upon town and state 
affairs until 1855, when the brick building 
now used for that purpose was built and 
made ready at the East Villagc. Previous 
to the occupation of the old AcadelllY by 
the town, we have not learned where the 
town llleetings were held , but we surmise, 
as the old meeting-house was built by the 
town, they lllade use of it for that purpose. 

Judge ---, who lived at the East 
Village from 1789 until April , 1847-a 
period of 58 years-never in all that time 
failed to be present at town meetings but 
in two instances. The Judge was a man 
of marked ability, and for a long time con
trolled public opinion here; but as the 
town increased in population and he in
creased in years, his position became more 

and more difficult to maintain. He made 
many eloquent and effective speeches in 
that old hall, in defence of his opinions 
upon town affairs. At the conclusion of 
one such effort against a popular move
ment, Mr. John Birge, who rarely made 
remarks in public, arose and said: "Mr. 
Chairman, I move there be 3000 copies of 
his excellency's speech printed for circu
lation ." No one man has so many times 
represented this town in the State Legisla
ture· as the Judge. He has been 
heard to say he could not be true to the 
freeman 's oath unless h e voted for himself. 

At the town-meeting in 1847 there was 
a long contested election for representa
tive, and not until neal' midnight did they 
succeed. Then, at the eleventh honr, a 
new candidate-John R. Blake, Esq.,-re
ceived the majority vote. 

KILLED IN BATTLE.-l\'[r. S. T. R. Che
ney of West Brattleboro has recently lost 
two sons, one killed in the attack on Fort 
Steadman, in front of P etersburg, and the 
other died at Brooklyn, N. Y., the day 
after his marriage. Frederick S. Cheney, 
who was killed at Fort i:lteadlllan, was a 
corporal in Company C. 57th Massachu
setts Regiment. Captain George E. Bar
ton notified Mrs. Cheney of the death of 
her son, an extract of which we copy: 

DEAR ~IADAME : It becomes my pa.inful 
duty to inform you that your son, Freder
ick Cheney, a corpora.l in my Company, 
"C," detached on the "Color Guard," was 
killed in the action of the 25th of March, 
before P etersburg, Va. I can not speak 
too highly of his many good qualities, 
both as a soldier and a young man of ex
cellent principles. Always kind and con
siderate towards his comrades, he won 
their love and respect, and as some of the 
cOlllpany remarked in my presence, "I 
would have spared almost anyone else, 
rather than him." Like many of our other 
brave boys, lIe fell at his post of duty, 
fighting for the Union and the old flag . 
found his body after the fight and it was 
removed to the 1st Division Hospititl bury
ing ground. He must have died in stan tly 
without much pain, as he was struck on 
the head by a piece of shell. His body 
lay within a, few feet of';:Lieut. Murdock, 
who was killed While holding the colors. 
And now, dear madam, please accept the 
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heartfelt sympathy for yourself and family 
in this your sad bereavement, and may the 
good Lord in his mercy help us all to do 
our duty and enable us to say and feel 
"Thy will be done," so that :;"hether on 
the field of battle or in our quiet New Eng
land homes, we should be '"always ready" 
and like your son Frederick at our post 
of duty. "-Prom an Old BTattlelNro Papm·. 

HISTORICAL NUGGETS FROM BRATTLE
BORo.-The first postage stamps ever 
printed in this country came from Brattle
boro, in 1845 and 1840. About the same 
time Providence, R. I., and New York 
city issued a loral carrier's stamp, bnt 
Postma~ter Palmer, of Brattleboro, was 
the first to put in circulation a stamp to 
prepay postage. They were printed in 
sheets, upon light buff-colored paper in 
black ink, and were about the size of the 
present postage stamp. It is needless to 
say that in the years that have elapsed 
thcir val ue has largely appreciated. Be
fore their scarcity and antiquity was fully 
realized, seven of these stamps were sold 
for $1 each, and the same have been re
sold as high as $20 apiece, going to En

, 	 gland. A Bath (England) magazine has 
published a long article in regard to the 
stamps, mentioning the name of the en
graver (Thomas Chubbuck of Springfield, 
Mass.,) and having a wood-cut of their 
original. - Nelospaper Item. 

DEATH OF A PRODIGy.-George Ladd, 
Brattleboro's mathematical prodigy, died 
at the Poor Farm, February, 1878. His 
wonderful ability to solve the most diffi
cult mathematical problems, although 
without even a common school edncation, 
made him an interesting character. If 
given, for instance, the number of miles 
from Brattleboro to Washington, or any 
otller point, he would immediately and 
accurately give the number of feet and 
inches. 

A CURIOUS FIDDLE. 
Not even Cremona's far-famed violins 

so cluster with reminiscences as this. 
It was natural that, while our boys were 
lying at Brandy Station, on the Rappahan
nock, during the gloom)' winter of 18()4--5, 
their t.houghts should turn towards the 
more pleasant scenes of their native hills. 

· '0 11 that we had a fiddle!" at length 
some one exclaimed. 

"Well!" said a young fellow from Brat
tleboro, "I believe, boys, that I can make 
you a fiddle." 

He had never attempted anything of the 
kind in his life. 

"Can you?" shou ted the boys. "Good! 
you make one and we will send to Wash
ington for the strings. " 

George M. Colt, of Company C., 2(.1 Ver
mont Volunteers, was the one who pro
posed to make the cheer-giving instrument; 
and with a hatchet, a jack knife, an 
old file and a piece of a junk bottle as his 
only tools, he got a piece of soft maple 
that grew upon the banks of the Rappa
hannock, and set to work. The bottom 
and side rim of the fiddle were made out 
of one single piece of maple, in the most 
approved style and form of the ordinftry 
fiddle. It was a complete dug-out. The 
lop was made of pine, which grew in the 
country. The bow was of maple, same 
as the larger part of the shell. The hairs 
were pulled from the tail of Col. Wltl
bridge's white horse. The glue, some 
member of the company happened to have 
with him. In the course of some five 
weeks the instrument was completed. 
After having been wistfully eyed by the 
men of the company and regiment for a 
long time, during its construction, the in
strument at length gave for th its stirring 
strains. One of their comrades was called 
out of the hospital to give it a trial. He 
played two hours, until he was exhausted. 
Many stag dances it conjured up; to many 
Ileadquarters it went of nights in a round 
of serenades. It was admired and cher
ished by the officers, and wondered at by 
that prince of. tacticians and soldiers
General Getty.-NewspapeT Article. 

A CENTENARIAN.-1879. 

A notable event for West Brattleboro 
was the 100th anniversary of the birth of 
Mrs. 8ally Stockwell, which was celebrat
ed most becomingly, at her home, on 
Wednesday, April 30, 1879, by her numer· 
ousTelatives and friends. lVII'S. Stockwell 
was born at Chesterfield, N. H., April 30, 
1779. She was a daughter of Abner H ar
ris, whose father was one of the early set
tlers of that town, and who emigrated 
from Woodstock, Conn. She was married 
to Arad Stockwell when sixteen years of 
age. He died 23 years ago at the age of 

I 
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83 years. She has been th e mother of ten 
children. five of whom are still living and 
were all present. There were also 34 
grandchildren, 24 now living, and 37 great-
grandchildren, 33 now living. Hundreds 
of her friends called upon her, with con
gratulations and many tokenR of regard. 
A poem was also read by Rev. !VI. H. Har
ris, written for the occasion by Mrs. Abby 
R Colburn of Brattleboro. The Brattle
boro photographers, lVlessrs. Howe and 

he banded it to him, that he had found a 
curious piece of wood. Ntr. Pratt, on 
looking at it, discovered its true nature. 
This tusk belongcd to a species of elephants 
long since extinct, supposed to be the liJle
pitas Primogenius (or mammoth) Blumen
back, that inhabited the northern part of 
North America, having wandered across 
the Siberian plains to the Arctic Ocean and 
Behring Straits and beyond to this country 
south to about the parallel of 40 degrees. 

Parker, were on ha.nd, and secured pictures -Their bones show them to have been abou t 
of the old lady, the bouse, a.nd the rei a
tives and visitors present. The old lady 
received them with charmi.ng w~manly 
simplici~y and gracc. S~c dilled With h;r 
oldest fnends, and after dmner she smoked 
ber accustomed pipe. Her mind and 
mem~ry are .wonder~ull? cl~ar for a cen
tenanan, while there IS little I n her appear
ance to indicate that she has outlivcd three 
generatIOns. Among the aged gllest~ pres
ent were Eli Lee of Vernon, 93 years old; 
Rev. Samuel Fish, 90; Emory Pratt, 90; 
Benajah Dudley, 88; Sally Harris, 87; 
Timothy Adkins and wife, each 86; Maria 
W oodwarc1, 85; Mrs. Emory Pratt, 84; 
Electa Bennett, 84; Sltben Jones, 82; 
Wilder Harris, 82. Mrs. Stockwell is a 
living, unanswerable argument and exam
ple in favor of early maniages and large 
families. Married at 16, the mother of ten 
Children, and 100 years old. What more 
can be said? Girls, go and do likewise
if you can. Another sad warning of the 
evils of tobacco. l\{rs. Stockwell has 
smoked moderately for a time, "whereof 
the memory of man runneth not to the 
contrary." If she hadn't done so, prob
ably she would now be 200 years old in
stead of 100 !-BmtUeboro Papm·. 

THE TUSK OF AN ELEPHANT FOUND I N 

BRATTLEBORO. 

The tusk of a fossil elephant was found 
in a muck bed, about nve feet below the 
surface, on the farm of D. S. Pratt in this 
town, Saturday, Sept. 2, by a workman 
who was digging mucic. The tusk is forty
four inches in length and eighteen inches 
in circumference at the largest end, and 
eleven inches at the smallest. It is in a 
fair state of preservation, although some 
parts of it Cl'Um bled .after being exposed 
to the air. The workman on discovering 
it took a piece to Mr. Pratt, remarking as 

twice the weight and one-third taller than 
our modern species. 

The remains (tusks, teeth and several 
bones,) of one of these elephants were 
found at the summit of the Green M"un
tains, at Mount Holly, in 1848, by work
men engaged in building the railroad from 
Bellows F alls to Rutland. These remains 
were found in a muck bed, eleven feet be

low the surfa.ce and at an elevation of 1415 
feet above tide water. Most of the bones 
found, including a molar tooth, were ta[zen 
by the workmen and others and carried 
out of the State. The most perfect tusk 
was secured by Prof. Zadock Thompson, 
and is lodged in the State Cabinet at Mont
pelier. This tusk was 80 inches long and 
four inches in diameter. The molal' tooth, 
now in possession of Prof. Agas~iz, weighs 
eight pounds and presents 2, grinding SUI'

face of eight inches long and four broad. 
A plaster cast of it is 011 exllibition with 
the tusk at our State Cabinet.-Bmttleboro 
Paper. 

Leonard Knapp was captain of the old 
Floodwood company, in 1831. His father 
-James Knapp-John Alexander and a 
Mr. Bennett went from Brattleboro to the 
battle of Bennington. Leonard Knapp 
said, when in the employ of Dr. Lemuel 
Dickerman, he heard the Dr. say he learned 
his profession from Dr. Henry Wells, our 
firs t town clerk. Lemuel Dickerman, when 
a boy, was a bound apprentice to learn shoe
making, in l\'[assachusetts. He left his em
ployer and tra velled on foot to Brattleboro. 
After some time in service on the farm of 
Dr. Wells, he became so well accomplished 
by instructions from Wells, that he assisted 
him in practice, until so many patients pre
ferred the young doctor, that the old 
doctor sold out and went to Montague, 
Mass. 
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DUMMEltSTON, 


BY DA VID 1LIFKIN MANSFIELD. 

'.J..l. He th:.tt is Hot p.roud of h.ts a.neeston:, eith(~r he has no ftncestors to 1H?. IHoud OWl 

or he is a degen(~Tate son~ " 

THE FIRST VISIT OF WHITE 
l\i};N TO DUMMERSTON 

vVas that of CoL J·oseph Kellogg and 
his srouting party from Fort DnmmeT. 

Cfhey ascended Black iHountain, 
Nov. 30, 1724; Col. Kelklgg "note in 
his journal at that time: 

"The next SL'Out I sent up yc West 
River Mountain, and there to Lodge O.\l 

ye top and view Evening .and Morning 
for smoaks, and thence up ye mountain 
at Great Falls and there also to Lodge 
{lii ye top and view morning and eve
ning for smoak: but these making no 
discovery of any Enemy returned." 

Dummerston was a name originally 
applied to one of four trarts of land 
granted about 1713, by Massachu
setts to Connecticut as an equivalent for 
197,793 acres of land granted by the for
mer to planters, and which upon deter
mining the boundary between the two 
governments were found to be within 
the jurisdiction of the latter. This 
tract containing 43.943 acres and in
cluding a portion of the present towns 
of Brattleboro, Dummerston, and Put
ney, was sold at auction, together with 
the other tl~acts, by order of the colony 
of Connecticut, April 24 and 25,1716, 
and upon partition made, fell to ';Yil!
iam Dummer (afterwards Lieutenant 
Gove\'llol'.) Anthony Stoder (Stoddard) 
William Brattle and .J ohn White. 

i Dummer being the oldes~ proprietor, 
I the tract was calle? a~t:r 11l~n. On t)le 
settlement of the .lndlC'lal lme between 
Massachusetts al)d New Hampshire in 
1741, this tract fell within the limIts 
of the government of New Hampshire 
'which incorporated the whole into three 
townships, including 'in the middle. 
township. the p'eatcst part of the land 
belonging to the heirs of vVm. Dummer 
and Antony Stoder, and called the 
name of it Fuilmn. by virtue of whid] 
the privileges of a town are now held. 

The charter fi'om New Hampshire, 
dated Dec. 26, 1753, was issued to 
Stoder and 56.others, and covered 19, 
360 acres. The time to fulfil some of 
the conditions of the charter was extend
ed June 12,1760, and again ,July 7, 
1763. 

'H1·sl;(FI'Y of New England'-Cooledge 
and ]l1all.'jie7d, 1860.-- Town Record. 

Kote: Anthony Stodclnrcl, William Dummer 
and .JOl111 'Vhitp., l'p.::.;iclecl ill Roston I\rass. and 
'1'111. Brattle in Cambridge 

ORIGINAL CHARTER OF 

DUMMERSTON. 

Through the kindness of 
O. E. Randall of Chesterfield, N. H., 
the representative of that town to the 
Legislature of that State, which met at 
Concord, .June 4, 1879, we have obtain
ed a copy of the charter of Fullum. 

The original charter is recorded in 
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the "Charter Record" V01. 1 Page 185, 
which volume is kept in the otlke of th.e 
tlecretary of State, for the State of 
New Hampshire, at Concord. 

PROVINCE OF NEW HA)lP;3HIRE.. 

U'''''******* George the second 
: T S :: by the grace of God, of 
* 4· . * Gl'eat Britain France* ¥' , 

""<Y.-******** and Ireland. King, de
{ender of the Faith, &c. To a ll Per
gons to whom these Presents shall come, 
Greeting: Know ye, that we of our 
special grace, certain knowledge, and 
mere motion, for the encouragement of 
settling a New Plantation within our 
said Pl'ovince, by and with the advice 
of our trusty and well-beloved Bennin~ 
\:Ventworth, ERq., om' Governor and 
Commander-in-thief of our said Prov
ince of New Hampshire, in New Eng
k'tnd, and of our Council of said Prov
Iru:!e, hase upon the conditions and res
ervatioITs hereinafter made, given and 
granted, and by these presents, f(}l' us 
our heirs and Sllccessors, do give and 
grant in equal share~ unto ow' living 
subjects, inhabitants of onr said Prov
ince of New Hampshii'e, and our other 
governments, and to their heil's and 
assigns forever, whose names are en
tered on this grant, to be divided to 
and amongst them into fifty-six shares 
Vwo of which shal'es to be laid out in 
one tl'l1ct of the contents of eight hun
bred acres fo,r His Excellency, Benning 
iNentwol'th, Esq., and in: fuJI for his 
two shares , which sa,id tract is boun
ded Viz: Beginning at the North East 
COI'ner of this town, then rurrningdoWll 
Connecticut River two hundred and fo\'
ty rods, then West 10° North, till 
eight hundred acres are completed,) all 
that tract or parcel of land situate, ly
ing and being within our said Province 
of New Hampshire, containing by ad
measurment, nineteen thousand three 
huuded and sixty acres, 'which tract is 
to contain five and a half miles square 
and no more; out of which an a llow
ance is to be made for highways, and 
unimprovable lands, by rocks, ponds, 
mountains and rivers, one thousand and 
forty acres fi'ee, according, to a plan 

thereof, made and presented by am' said 
Governor's order, ane! hereunto annex
ed, buttecl and bOllDded as follows, viz: 
Beginning at a stake and stone on t.he 
bank of Connecticut I{iver, being the 
North .East comer of Bm,ttleborough 
and running 'Vest 10° North on said 
Brattleborough to Marlboro East line, 
thence Nort,h 10" East on said Marl
borough to the line of Faine thence on the 
line of Faine East 10° :::)outh, five hUll
dred rods, thence, llortherly on said 
Faine four miles to a stake and stones. 
from thence east 10° SoLlth to Connec
ticut River, and hom thence down said 
river to the bound first mentioned, alld 
that the sam.e be, and hereby is incorp
erated into a township by the name of 
Fullum, and that the illhabitants that 
do or shall hereafter inhabit the said 
township, are hereby declared to be ell
franthised with and entitled to all and 
every of the privileges and immunities. 
that other towns within OUl' Province 
by law exercise and enjoy: And fur
ther, that the said to wn as soon as 
there shall be fifLy families resident and 
settled thereon, sllal! have the liberty of -.,. 
holding two Fairs, one of which shall 
be held on the first ThursCk'ty in May 
an nually, and the other on the first 
Thursday in September annually which 
Fairs are not to continue and be held 
longer than the respective Satw'day fol
lowing the said respective Thlli'sday, 
auc1 that as soon as the said town shall 
consist of fifty families, a market shall 
he opened and kept one or more days 
in each week, as m.ay be thought most 
advantageous to the inhabitants: Also 
that the first meeting for the choice of' 
town officers, agreeable to the laws of 
our said Province, sball be held on the 
fifteenth day of January next, which 
meeting shall be notified by Josiah 
Willard, Esq., who is hereby appointed 

~ 

the Moclerator of the said first meeting 
which he is to notify and govern agree
ab Ie to the lawso and customs of our said 
Province; and that the annual meeting 
for ever hereafter for the choice of such 
officers for the said town, shaH be on 
the first Tuesday of March, annually 
to have and to hold the said tract of 
land as above expressed together with 
all privileges and appurtenances, ',0 
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them and their respective heirs ane. ,w:;

signs fOI'ever, upon the following condi
tions, viz: 

I. That every grantee, his heirs or 
assigns shall plant or cultivate five 
acres of land within the term of five 
years, for every fifty acres contained in 
!tis or their share or proportion of laud 
.in said township, an d eontinue to im
pI'ove and settle the saIDe by additional 
cultivations, on penalty of forfeiture of 
his grant or share in the said township 
and of its reverting to us, our heirs and 
successors, to Le by us or them re
granted to such of our subjects as shall 
effectually settle and cultivate the same. 

II. That all white and other pine trees 
within the said township, fit for Mast
ing our Royal Navy, be carefully pre
served £(Jr that use, and none to he 
cut or felled withon t his Majesty's special 
license for so doing first had and ob
tained, npon the penalty of forfeiture 
of the right of such grantee, his heirs 
and assigns, to us, our heirs and suc
cessors, as well as being subject to th e 
penalty of any act or acts of Parlia
ment that now are, or hereafter shall be 
enacted. 

III. That befiJre any division of the 
said land be made to and among the 
grantees, a tract of land as near the 
centre of said township as the land will 
admit of, shall be reserved and marked 
ont for to\\l:n lots, one of which shall he 
allotted to each g rantee of the contents 
of one acre, 

IV. Yielding and paying therefor 
to us, our heirs and successors for the 
space of ten yea,rs, to be computed from 
the date hereof, the rent of Olle ear of 
Indian Corn only, on the first day of 
January, annually, if lawfully demand
tj the first payment to be made on the 
first day of J anuary after the first of 
January next ensuing the date hereof. 

V. Every proprietor, settler or in
habitant, shall yield and pay nnto us, 
our heirs and successors yearly, and 
every year forever, from and after the 
expiration of ten years from the date 
hereof, namely, on the first day of J an
uary, which will be in the year of our 
Lord Christ one thousand seven hun

dred ,and sixty four, one shilling pro
clamation IUoney for every hundred a · 
cres he so OWllS, settles or possesses, and 
so in proportion for a greater or lesser 
tract of tb e said land; w hieh money 
shall be pa,id by the respective perso~s 
abo ve said, their heirs or assigns, in our 
Council Chamber at Portsmouth, or to 
suth officers <is shall be appointed to re
ceive the S~llle ; and this to be in lieu of 
all other l'tlltS and serviecs whatsoever . 

In testimony whereof we have caused 
the Seal of ~nr said Province to be 
l1ereunto affixed. "\Yitncss-13ennilJg 
'Ventworth, Esq., our Governor and 
Commander-in-Chief of our sa id Prov
ince, the twenty-sixth day of DecemLer 
in the year of our Lord Christ, one 
thousand seven hUllclrt~d and fifty t,hree, 
and in the twenty-seven th year of Dur 
l~eigl1. 

!:L WENTW O}{TH. 

By his Excellency's co~mand, with 
advice of Council. 

THEODORE ATKINSON, SECT'y. 

Entered and recorded 8cC'ordi11g tD 
the original, Ul)der the Province ~~l, 
this 27th day of Decembel', 1753. 

NAMES OF THE GRANTEES 

OF FULLUM. 

Simeon Stodard, John Franklin, 
Anthony Stodard, Martha Hol.m es, 
Thomas Hubbard, Samuel Holebrook, 
Nathaniel Perkins, Thomas Brmnfield, 
John Cushing, Samuel Watts, J Ob11 

Chandler, Joseph Royal , Benjamin 
Lowder, 'Villiam Lowder, Solomon 
Willard , D aniel Oliver, Gillnm Phil
lips, John Foy, John Foy, Jnn., 
Ebenezer Field, Samuel HUnt, John 
Powel, Jeremiah Powel, Shrimpton 
Hutcbinson,Eliakim Hutchinson, Hen
ry Liddle, William Hutchinson, Rob
ert J enki11s, Thomas Amory, N athan
iel Coffin, Jonas Mason, Thomas 
Seales, Nicholas Loreing, Benjamin 
Hallowell, Henry Bromfield, William 
Phillips, Samuel Freel, Richard Fos
ter, Robert Fletcher , Jun., David 
Nevins, James Minot, Jonathan Hub
bard, Elijah Alexander, John Summers, 
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J ohn Pien~e, Daniel \Varner, Theo-· 1767, is quite different fl'om the one re· 
~10l-e Atkinson, RichRrd Wibird, Sam-- r.orcled at the end of the charter on the 
~Iel Solley, Meshech Weal'. Chartcl' Book with thc Secretarv of the 

His Excelleucy, Benning \Velltworth, FitMe of New Hampshire. TI~e west 
Esq a tract or' land to contain ei o'h t . , 1 . 

'1 d . l' b '" t honndary l!l1e at the town as sLU'veyec mhl1ocl'e acres, WiHC11S to e accon[] - _,_.' . . . 

ed two of the witlun mentioncd shares, 1 {(j {. tS a straight Illle. The plan of the 

and laid ont <tnll bounded as within town drawn on parchment by Ebenezel

mentioned r one whole share for the \\' atel's is still in existence; but the wl'it

Incorporated Society for the Propaga- irw has ncarly faded out. Bv carefnE 

tion of the Gospel in Foreign Parts; '" I I ' I . I cd or ~ade out 

one whole share for the first settled stue y, we lave ceClp leI' , . 

minister of the gospel; in said tOWll; all Lut one or two· words. It reRds ap; 

one whole share fol' a Glebe fOI' the follows: 

minister of the Church of England, as "This is· a Platt of 21, WD acres of 

by Law Established; also one whole Equivalent Lands, so called, Lying on 

share for Sampson Willard. Recorded amI adjoining the 'iVest side of COllnect

from the back of the original Charter iCll~ River and North of Haidens Lanef 

for Fullum the 27th. day of' December so called, ancl said Equivalent Lands of 

1753. Gov. Dummer and Anthony Stoddard! 


PRo THKODORE ATKINS{)N, SECT'y. Esq. deceascd begirrning at the- N. E. 
The Grantees. owing to Indian wars, corner of Brattleboro~h at a bass

as they cla,imecl could not fulfil the CDU- wo,)d tree marked standmg on the LR;nk 
.. ' of said River, From thence extendlllg:' 

dltlOl1S of the charter; hence, they ap- West 90 45 North 5 3-4 Miles and 47 
plied for aD' extension. Mr. Rarrdal1 rods to a Beech Tree marked on the 
did not deem it necessary tel copy the 'Vest line of said Equivalent Lands from 

-.."
merely preliminary or tel'111inal m<'l,tter, thence extending North 26°. 25 rEas~ S 
but meade the followiua- extract fl'om 3-4 Miles 18 1-4 r~ds on SaId \\,est hne 

.. '" to a small Hemlock free marked, I"hence' 
Ex.tenslOn of Charter: . .. extending East 10° 25 South 63-4 mile:;. 

"Now know ye that we bemg wIllmg & 56 rods to a stake and stones Fouud 
to promote the end proposed, have of on the Baok of said River and from: 
our far~her g;ace and f~vour suspended thence Extending southerly by said Riv
our clamlS of the forfeItures whIch the er on which it Bounds easterly to the 
said Grantees may have iucuned, and Bonuds as formerly said- - 10,600 
by these presents do grant unto the acres of said Land was laid out in the 
said Grantees, their ?eirs 1~nd ~ssigns month" of Sept. & Oct. 1767, and 6100 
the term of one year for performmg and acres laid out in the month of June-for 
fulfilli.ng the conditions, matters and aUs-aid Land was laid into 100 acre lots 
~hings by them to be done ~vhi~h ten? Excepting some slips that was not cou
IS to be renewed annually until hIS .i\1aJ- venient for lots and these wag. also 
es~y's Plena:ry Instruc~io~s shall be re- mostly au cornm:s--all was done in lots 
celved relatIve to .the mCI.dent that has that could be by Isaac Miller ofvVorces
preven~ed a comphallc~ WIth the charter tel' & by Particular ordel's of Capt. John 
?,ccordll1g to th~Y'lle mtent and mean- Stevens of Ashford , Corm. and Anthony 
IIJg t!lereof. SIgned, sealed &c. by Stoddard Esq.---Surveyed. 
BenDIng ,Ventworth the 12th, of June Pel' EBENZ. WATERS." 

1760. R . d Th dAtI' The Captain's name was barely leg-ecelve PI', eo are unson,. .. ' 
Sect'y accordinO' to the ol·icinal. June Ible. The sout.h Ime of Dummerston IS 

, b '" I 'd h i' I12, 1760." now 7 miles long, and t 1e WI t o~ tIe 
DUMMERSTON AS SURVEYED IN 1767. town about 5 miles. 61 lots, 01' 6100 
The plan of the town as surveyed by acres, were sometime set off to Putney, 

I saac Miller, and Ebenezer ,Vaters in leaving 15,600 acres. Adding 1400' 
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probably once a part of Marlboro, we! narrow gauge railroad is building past 
have 17,000 acres, or as reported in the Lhis village. (Written in 1879.) 

grand list of 1880, 18,481 acres. The From this valley the hills rise gradu
township was re-charted by Gov. Tryon ally till their summit is reached, in this 

in 1766. town,l foul' miles dis tant neal' Marlboro 
pond. From that point the hills over

TOPOGRAPHY OF THE TOWN. 
I.ook Black mountain which rises to a 

Brookline and Putney bonnd Dnm-I height of 1150 feet above the surface of 
merston on the N ., Connecticut river on 
the E., Brattleboro on the S., Marlboro 
and Newfane on the W·. The surface 
is exceedingly diversified. There are 
Illany high hills and deep valleys. Most 
of the land is very productive, espccially 
in the Connecticut river and the W' est 
rivel' valleys; and other portions are 
well adapted for grazing purposes. The 
principal forest trees are hemlock , pine, 
beech, birch ,oak, ash, hickory and some 
chestnut. The sugar maple is abundant, 
and the product of one of the largest 
orchards, in the besL seasons, has been 
3300 Ibs. of maple sugar. In 1850, 
other products amounted to 1581 head 
of cattle valued at $50,000; 967 bush
els of rye were raised that year, also, 

vYest riveT into which flow the streams 
from this high range of hills. The 
largest stream is Allen's brook, so named 
from the circumstance that a Mr. Allen 
\Vas killed by the Indians many years 
ago, and buried near its source at Mad
boro pond. They defeated the whites 
in a battle at Newfane, and 1\1.1'. Allen 
was one of the number pursued and 
killed. For long years a pine stump 
marked the spot where he was buried 
near the br09k which rcceived his name. 
Late years it has been called Stickney 
brook. On it are good water privileges, 
and within a few years, 4 saw-mills 
were standing on its banks within the 
space of as many miles. Three are 
still in operation and one has been 

8639 bushels of oats; 45066 Ibs. of pulled down. Along the passes of' this 
butter were made and 14550 Ibs. of brook are very deep ravines. The most 
cheese. 

'Yest river separates the town into two 
divisions called East and vVest Dum
merston. It flows southeasterly through 
the towu and empties into the Connecti
cut at Brattleboro. The school districts 
are numbered from one to five in the 
west part, and from one to eight in the 
eas t. Two have been consolidated with 
the others leaving only eleven at the 
present clay. The west village is located 
near the right bank of ,,\Vest river on a 
lowland plain l'lUlning north and south. 
The principal buildings include a church, 
store, tavern, post-office , and saw and 
grist-mill. The thrifty farmers and 

beautiful stream is "Furnace brook" 
on which is the "Cascade" made famous 
and attractive to the passer-by on ac
count of its foaming, I'Ushing and 
sparkling waters jumping, tossing and 
glittering in the falling rays of the sun, 
down over a high ledge of rocks shaded 
by over-hanging trees and bushes threat
ening to dash upon the traveler as he 
passes over the bridge under which it 
swiftly glides into the river below. 

Of the western range ) vVicopee Hillis 
the most famous. Years ago there was 
no other pathway up the West river 
valley from Brattleboro to Newfane ex
cept over this very steep hill , by marked 

mechanics occupy neat looking clwell-I trees; and the traveler must have found 
ings. The Brattleboro and "\Vhitehall it a hard road to travel. Black Mount

5 
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ain is on the left bank of W est river 
opposite the village of W est Dummers
ton. It rises almost perpendicularly 
from the water 1150 feet and opens to 
the south in the form of a horse-shoe, 
called" The Shoe of the MOllntain ." 
The appearance of the mouutain as yon 
pass along on thc opposite bank of the 
·river, is bold and majestic. Granite 
cr'ocks are piled one upon another. Ever
'green trees and stunted shrubbery poorly 
,cover its surface and givc it a dark and 
sombre hue. In the N. W. pm·t of the 
town is a narrow defilc made by the 
river. Along this narrow passway called 
." The valley of the shadow of death ," 
is the road leading to N ewfane. So 
steep and high are the hills and so nar
row the pass, that for two or three 
months of the winter the rays of the 
sun scarcely fall upon the road for a 
mile, any part of the day . 'Well may 
the traveler exclaim on his j ourneying 
over the hills in this town: 

"The hills! the everlasting hills! 
H ow peel'lessly they rise, 

• Lilce eartb's gigantic sentinels" 
Discoursing in tile skies." 

Through the east part of the tOW Il 
passes the Vermont Valley Railroad 
along the Connecticut valley. The rail
road buildings include a passenger and 
freight depot. After leaving the rail
road station, about two miles distant 
across the meadows and plains is the 
village of Slab Hollow, not a very high 
souuding name, but a place of consider
able business, located on Salmon brook 
where there are good water privileges. 
The principal buildings are mills and 
shops, aside from the dwellings which 
together make quite a collection . One 
mile farther west is Dummerston Centre, 
a small vill age on an elevation of land 
that affords a delightful view of the long 
r ange of N ew Hampshire hills . N o 
water-power is near and henee its for

mer prosperity has greatly declined. 
H ere is where the first meeting-house 
was built more than a centu ry ago. 
H ere is where the first settlers met so 
often a t the hOllse of Enoc:h Cook to 
transact town business. The Dew meet
ing-house stands Dot far from the site of 
the old church. The post-office is located 
where Hosea l\1iller lived, who was one 
of fourteen to Sigl1 the first call for a 
settler's meeting J an. 21, 1771. 

Business was once suffi cient to keep 
·open two stores, and the firm of Noyes, 
Mann & H ayes profited to the exteut of 
$3 .000 in one year. Litigants fouud 
employment for two lawyers; and the 
old time schoolmaster flo urished his ruler 
over four-scorc and ten pupils. All is 
now changed. The number of school 
children has lessened one third. The 
old store is empt,y, the lawyers are 
starved out and only tillers of tbe soil 
remain. The range of hills through the 
central part of the town form a water
shed from which the streams flow in oue 
direetion to the W cst river , and in the 
opposite dircction, easterly, to the COIl

necticut. The prin cipal streams on the 
eastern slope are Salmon brook and 
Canoe brook 01' Murder Hollow brook 
as it is called at the present day. Thc 
first name was given from the cirenm
stance that Alcxandel' K athan ,one of the 
first settlers, foun el an Indian canoe in 
that stream. The other name was 
given from the fact of its being the 
scene of a murder committed near where 
it empties into the Connecticut. The 
victim was a peddler of silk dress-goods . 
His body was supposed to have been 
thrown into the river , as a trail from the 
place of violence was found leading 
across the sandy soil to the edge of the 
stream. 

The view from Prospect hill is always 
pleasing, and at this season of the year, 
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l\lay 27th, when the fields an d pastures 
are green with fresh grass, the forests 
clothed with new leaves and the fruit 
trees in full bloom, the survey is truly 
delightful. Prospect is neady 200 feet 
higher than the beautiful hill where the 
Central village stands below, and almost 
overlooks Black mountain on the south
west in the ,Yest river valley. From 
its summit ten churches are visible in 
the several villages exposed to view . A 
part of the thriving village of Brattle
boro call be seen six miles southward. 
Tile Green Mountains termina,te the 
view in the west and gradually slope 
downward to the valley between, fertil
ized by ,Vest river, that rushes on in its 
rapid course until it unites with the 
Connecticut a few miles to the south, 
and destined some day not far di stant to 
furnish a path for the swift locomotive 
tha t carries wealth and enterprise where
ever it speeds. The blue Ascutney ri ses 
prominent in the scenery 40 miles away 
to the north, and the woodland hills fade 
into the horizon far beyond. The gran
ite hills of New H ampshire extend along 
the eastern sky and the grey old turret 
of .Mt. Monaclnock rears in sight fill' 
above the neighboring summits. A rich 
'tnd beautiful valley intervenes, through 
which flow the tranquil waters of the 
Connecticut as they roll silently on to 
the broad ocean. These are some of 
the principal features of the surrounding 
landscape. Consider, also, the culti
vated fields, the numerous farm-dwell
ings, dotting the hillsides, the grassy 
plains and the fertile meadows and many 
pleasing objects, too numerous for de
scription, and it can well be said that 
the view is charming. 

GEOLOGY. 

This paper for our history was to have 
been written by Samuel Knight of Brat

tleboro, but old age and failing health 
prevented his performing th e allotted 
ta.sk. The wri ter can makc only a brief 
statement on the subject. In the east 
part of the towu is a large quarry of ar
gillaceous or roofing slate which has 
been wrought for more than half a cen
tury. There are other kinds of slate some 
of which aTe serviceable for flagging 
stones. Schor! or black tourmaline is 
found in this town. Granite is also vcry 
abundant and highly valuable for build
ing stones. Excellent granite has been 
extensively wrought fo), building abut
ments, piers, culverts of highways and 
railroads. It is also llsed for the walls 
of buildings, underpinning , doorsteps, 
hearthstones, window-caps and fencing 
posts. Allen, or Stickney brook, flows 
over a bed of' excellent granite near its 
mouth, that has been worked many 
years. There is a shop near by for stone 
mason's work where the granite is form
ed into the required shape for building 
purposes. Black mountain is a huge pile 
of granite rocks piled up like' 'Ossa on 
P elion" making an inexhaustible gran
ite quarry. The Brattleboro and White
hall Railroad passes close to the foot of 
this mountain of granite. [the above 
was written in 1879. The writer adds, 
Jan. 1884:] This qual'Ty was owned 
by aNew York Company in 1879. It is 
now owned by Geo. Lyon of Northfield 
Mass. who employs about 50 men in get
ting out granite. He has a large and in
creasing business, and contracts at the 
present time that will require two or 
more years to fulfil. 

BRATTLEBORO AND WHITEHALL R. R. 
Gauge, three feet: 

The road extends up the West River 
valley hom Brattleboro to Londonderry. 

The trains began running, Nov. 20, 
1880, and the road has been in success
ful operation since that time with in

7 
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creased earnings and passenger traffic 
from year to year. The earnings from 
Nov. 20, 1.'380 , to Jan. 1, 1882, as reo 
ported by the treasurer, of the road 
are as follows: 

From passengers , $15,041,97 
'" freight, 15 ,9 19,78 
" express, 579,41 
" mails, 2,25] ,1 4 

A total of 33,810,30 
The total cost of the r08,d was not far 

from $408,000. 

RECORD HISTORY," 

NOTIFICATION. 

This is to inform the freeholders of 
the Town of Dummerston that they 
meet at the hOllse of Mr . I saac Miller 

,in said town on the first Monday March 
at ten of the dock in the forenoon to act 
,on the following articles, viz: 

1st. To choose a Moderator to govern 
said meetinl[. 

2d. To choose a Clel'k for the settlers . 
3d. To see if they will choose a com

mity to lay out roads in said town. 
4th. To choose Surveyor to order the 

work on said roads , and see how many 
days each man shall work at the roads 
year ensuing. 

5th. To choose a commity to view 
the public Lots and choose a spot to set 
a meeting house on, and this commity 
to be employed by the settlers to see to 
the owners for a title to the lanel to set 
a meeting house on. 

6th. To choose a commity to look out 
a convenient spot for a buryiug place. 

7th. For a ll who have worked on th e 
l'oad to bring in their account at said 
meeting-and further to act as they 
shall think proper when met together. 
Dummerston, January the 21st, 1771. 
The foregoing was signed by 

Alexander Kathan , Ebe'z. Haven, 
Chas. Davenport, DanielKathan, Enoch 
Cook, John Kilbury, Samuel "\Viswall , 
Josiah Boyden, Barzilla Rice, Rufus 
Sargent, Samuel Dutton, Jr., Nathaniel 
French, Isaac Miller, Hosea Miller. 

Agreeable to the foregoing the settlers 
met at the house of Mr. Isaac Miller in 

*From Joseph Miller, Town Clerk. 

DlUlllnerston on Monday the 4th day of 
March 1771 and acted as followeth , viz: 

1st. Chose Mr. Alexander Katha!l 
Moderator. 

Secondly Enoch Cook Settlers Clerk 
31y. Voted and chose Mr. Samuel 

vViswall. Mr. Alexander Kathan and 
Mr. Enoch Cook for to be a comm ity 
to layout roads. 

4thl\'. Chose Mr. Isaac Miller XLud -..Mr. B~njamin Jones to be joinerl uy the 
above commity to view the public Lots 
and chnsea spottoset th e meetinghouse. 

5thly. Choose Nil'. Benjamin Jones 
and Mr. Alexander Kathan Surveyors 
of highways and voted each settlers lot 
to work four dRvs . 

61y. Choose ~Ir. Charles Davenport 
and Mr. Daniel Kathan and Mr ..Joseph 
Hildreth to look out a uurying place . 

7th. Voted the commity for viewing 
public Lots , to apply to tIle owners for 
a title to the land to set the Meeting
house on . 

Agreeable to the 7th article , put to 
vote whether thel'e should be any allow
ance for any that had worked at the 
]'oads before the year 1771, and it passed 
in the negative. 

"A town meeting was holden at th e 
house of :Mr. Enoch Cook in December 
1772 voted to build a meeting house 
forty foot long ann thirty two t~'ot wide 
Lieutenant Spauldillg, and Mr. Charles 
Davenport and Nil. Ebenezer Haycn a 
commity to compute the cost and an
journcd till the 28th day of this instant 
day of December at the house of Mr. 
Thompson at eleven o'clock in the fore
noon. 

December 28th 1772 then met acr.ord
ing to adjournment at the house of 111 r. 
Jacob Thompson & voted, first , that the 
vote tor build a meeting-house forty feet ~ 

long, and thirty two feet be Recousidereo 
and voted that a meeting house be built 
50 feet long, and 40 feet 'Nide, and tiJr
ther vo ted that Mr. John Hooker, & 
Mr. Joseph Hildreth and Enoch Cook 
be a commity to forwaru the building of 
said house. and dissolved the meeting. 
(No name signed as clerk but think 
Enoch Cook at this time was clerk.) 

Dummerston, Alias , Fullam, Alias, 
Fullam District, May 9th, 1772. 
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Publie Notice is hereby given that the 
third Tuesday in l\'lay instant being the 
18th of th e same month is appointed by 
law , for the freeholders and inhabitants 
of tba t tract of land ('aIled Fullam 
which is erected into a District to elect 
& choose from & among the freeholders 
& inhabitants thereof one Supervisor, 
Assessor, Collector, Overseer ofthe POOl' 
Commissioners for laying out highways. 
Also so many persons to be Surveyors, 
and Overseers of the highway as shall 
be though t to be necessary. F ence
viewers, an d four Constables and Select
men 01' Trustees." 
INTRODUCTION TO THE RECORDS OF DUM

MEI{STON FOR THe YEARS 1773 & 1774. 

The tract of land called Dummerston 
is a part of the tract of' land 011 the west 
side of Connecticut River formerly 
grantee! to Connecticut government as 
an equivolent for some lands whieh the 
province of Massacdusetts Bay had 
granted to their planters which upon in
quiry was found to be within the Gov
ernment ofConneeticut in order to secure 
tile propm·ty of ye soil to the Massachu
setts planters, that government granted 
to Connecticut the property of sundry 
tracts of their province lands one of 
which was the tract here mentioned, 
which the government of Connecticut 
sold to sundry private gentlemen among 
wbom the late Honorable 'William Dum
mer Anthony Stoder Esq. whose heirs 
ftre now the proprietors of' one-half of 
the whole tract on Connecticut River 
supposed to contain 48000 acres th e said 
VVm. Dummer being the oldestproprie
tor the tract was called after him, the 
name is now kept up in acknowledge
ment of the title from the original grant 
of the Massachusetts government which 
is the title the land is now held by
on the settlement of the jurisdictional 
line of tbe province of Massachusetts 
Bay with that of New Hampshire, the 
tract of land here mentioned fell within 
the limits of New Hampshire govern
ment which lncorporated the whole into 
three townsbip including in the middle 
townships the greatest part of the lands, 
belonging to the heirs of vVm. Dummer 
& Anthony Stoddard & called the name 
of F1bllwfn by virtue of which the priv

ileges of a town are now held Besides 
the town of it Fullum which is known by 
the name of Dummerston, includes near
ly Oll e half of the town of Putney. 

MINUTES FROli IH.i )BIEnSTON RECOIWS. 

"After the record of a town meeting 
holden on the 17th of May 1774, are 
the remarks of Dr. Solomon HaTvey 
then town clerk of Dummerston. The 
reader may observe that no TruBtees 
were chosen at the annual meeting as 
usual, which, should it excite any spec
ulation, it may be remembered tha t the 
Government of New York who had ever 
since July ye 4th Anno 1764, cxen,ised 
an unprecidentecl system of tyranyover 
all that territory then called State of 
Vermont-and did in almost numberless 
instances, so cruelly harrass and pillage 
the poor new settlers in their intolerably, 
inhospitable wilderness, as rendered 
their hard earned pittance scarce worth 
enjoying, and all uncler the sacred and 
auspicious name of administei:ing jus
tiee; for a particular account of w hi en 
see Col. Ethan Allen's treatise on the 
monopolizing conduct of New York rel
ative to the New Hampshire grantees 
and settlers on the vVest side of the 
Green Mountains; and all to reflect on 
the conduct of the New Yorkers in the 
neighborhood from the time of the com
mitment of Lieut. Spaulding to the 
common jail for high treason till after 
their murthering of W'illiam French and 
D aniel Houghton: and no man can be 
at a loss in regard to the tl'Uth of what 
is here laid down. 

Governor Tyron and his imps, and 
theminionsofthe British tyrant(George 
the third) had by their hell invented 
policy, their plans, commissioners and 
other artful insinuations, extended their 
influence into every new plantation over 
which they tyranized, and had not failed 
even to have some in their interest in' 
this town who by art and insinuation 
overpursuacled the honest people of the' 
town to omit choosing Trnstees for the' 
year, alleging that they had no right to 
it by virtue of any law of the Govern
ment, notwithstanding the provision 
made and provided in such case, and the 
special injunction to all incorporated so
cieties to comply with it, and accordingly 

9 
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the meeting was (lissol yed by a maj od ty 
of votes. The people "finding how grossly 
they had been imposed on in the afl'ai r, 
grew uneasy at the conduct of the artful 
insinuator, knowing that the next st.ep 
would be that the New York J ndges 
and Trustees ill theiT Court convened at 
that blood stained stal'-chamber in vVest
minster would appoint some of their 
immisaries to supply the plaee of Trus
tees in the to"wn according to the law of 
New York made and provided in that 
case as aforesaid, and of consequence to 
avoid the mischief entencled a rueetiug 
was held on the lath of June tollowing 
at 4 of the elock in the afternoon at the 
house of Enoch Cook in said town pre
vious to which an advertisement had 
been published by the Clerk exhibiting 
tbe articles hereafter acted on, viz: 
Istly, After the meeting being opened 
the Moderator of the former meeting 
took his place in order to keep silence 
agreeable to the ist article, the inhabi
t.an ts voted to recons ider the vote of the 
fonner meeting for dissolving it, and to 
Tevise said meeting and 2dly chose Jos
eph Hildreth, Enoch Cook and Solomon 
Harvey Trustees for the year ensuing. 
3dly, Thomas Clark as an assessor to 
be joined with the other two chosen at 
the former meeting, after which the 
meeting was adjourned, and to meet at 
any time 01' as occasion might require 
in the judgement of the Trustees, to 
consider of such business as might be 
thought sufficient for consideration, the 
response for a meeting of this nature 
seems to have been the threatning ap
proach of New Yorks Tyranny which 
might require a more speedy meeting of 
the inhabitants than what co uld have 
been convened agreeable to the usual 
method. 

A true record of the aforesaid pro
ceedings. 
Per SOLOiHNN HARv,EY, Town Cleric 

On the 18th of Oct. ADom 1774 
Lieut, Leonard Spaulding of the town 
ofFulham Alias Dummerston was com
mitted to the common goal for high treas
on against the British Tyrant George 
the third, by the direction of the infa
mous Crea~ Brush, his attorney and 
Noah Sabin William Willard and Eph
raim Rana Esqrs. and VlTm . Patterson 

the high Shreve Rnd Benjamin Gorton 
and the infamous Bilcbd Eason his depu
ties upon which he upon the followin g 
day, viz: Oct. 29th a majority of the 
inlHtuitants m eet near the house of 
Charles Davenport on the green and 
made choice of sundry persons to serve 
as a committee corresponclency to join 
with other towns or respectable hodies 
of people, the uetter to secure and pro

.....::
tect the rights and privileges of them
selves and fellow ereRtures from the 
ravages an d embarrassments of the 
British tyrant and his New York and 
other emmasaries. The persons mack 
choice of ware these, viz: Solomon 
Harvey, John Butler, Jonathan Knight, 
Josiah Boyden, Daniel Gates. 

By whose vigilence and acti vity NIl'. 
Spaulding was released from his con
finement after abo ut eleven days; the 
committee findio,!," it necessary to be 
assisted by a lal'ge concourse ~f their 
freeborn neighbors and brethren eonsi8
ting of the inhabitants of Dummerston, 
Putney, Guilford, Halifax and Draper, 
who discovered a patriotic zeal , and true 
heroic fortitude on the important oceas
ion. The plain truth is that the SOllS of' 
freedom whose patience was worn ont 
with the inhuman insults of the imps of 
power, grew quite sick of diving after 
redress in a legal way and flneling that 
the law was only made use of, for the 
emolument of its creainres and the im
misaries of the British tyrant, resolved 
on an eisier metho(t and accordingly 
opened the goal without key or lock
picker, and after congTatulating Mr. 
Spaulding upon the recovery of llis 
freedom dispersed every man in peace 
to his respective home, or place of abocle. 

The aforegoing is a true and short 
relation of that wicked a ffair of the 
New York cut-throatly Jacobit'ish., High 
Church Torietical minions of George 
the third, the pope of Canada a lld tyr
ant of Briton. 
Pel' SOLOMON HARVEY, T own ClerIc 

P. S.-Mr. Spaulding's pretended 
crime was that he threw out some wOl'd~ 
unfavourable to the British tyrant, relat
ing to the Quebeck bill by which he is 
made l)(,pe of that Government. 

On February ye 3d the freeholders of 
Dummerston met at the house of Enoch 
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(Jook in said town, at the hour of 2 
in the afternoon agreeable to a legal 
advertisement for the purpOf;e. 

1stly. Made choice of Hosea Mil
ler as Moderator. 

2dly. Uhose Solomon Harvey, 
and Richard Kelley to serve as dele
gates to set in Oongress at Westmin
ster on the 7th illstant at the hour 
of ten in the forenoon. 

3dly. Voted that the Oourts of 
Oom mon pleas be pu t by for a time. 
After whicb the meeting was ad
journed to the Hth "instant at 2 of 
the clock in tl1e afternoon, in order 
to hear the report of the delegates 
after the rising of Congress. 

HOSEA MILLER, Moderator. 
A true copy from the minutes. 

per SOLO)rON HARVEY TO\\"N OLERK 
Ou Feb. ye 14th met according to 

adjournment the former Moderator 
ueing absent and made choice of 
Rnoch Cook to conclude the business 
of the meeting. 

Voted 1stly. That the Delegates 
conduct at the Oongress is satisfac
tory to the town. 

~ndly. Voted that the Uac1et 
Company have leave to act indepen
c1entofthetownuntil the 3d Wcc1
nesday in May next wi th regard to 
military affairs. 
. adly. Voted to dissolve the meet
Illg. 

A true copy from the minuets 
pr SOLOMON HARVEY TOWN OLERK 

On the 28th of November 1774, at 
8 o'clock in the forenoon the free
holders &c met at the house of En
och Oook in Dummerston agreeable 
to an advertisement previously post
ed for that purpose in IV hiGh the ar
ticles to be acted on were regularly 
inserted. 

1st Ohose Solomon Harvey, Eb
enezer Haven, Hosea Miller to act as 
delegates in the Oounty Oongress at 
Westminster, on the 30th instan t 

2dly Votecl that the Assessors, 
assess the town in a discretionary 
sum of money suffiGient to procnre 
100wt. of Gunpowder 200wt. of Lead 
& 300 flints for the town nse, which 
was proposed to be procured with 
Potash Salts 

3dly Votcd that Josiah Boyden 
& Thomas Olark be a committee to 

receive the Salts & procure the arti 

cles above mentioned. The meeting 

was then dissolved by vote of the 

town. 

Per SOLOMON HARVEY TOWN CLERJ, 


1i'i?list1tr A Dom 1775. 
On April the 6th a meeting was 

held in Dummerston agreeable to the 
usual forms. 

Voted 1Rtly 'l'hat Lieut. Leonard 
Spaulding be the Moderator of said 
meeting. 

Voted 2dly To send Solomon Har
vey, Ebenezer Haven, Oorneliu s 
J ones and William Negus to West
minster, there to meet other Com
mittees, to consult on the best meth
ods for dealing with the unprovokeu 
murtherers of William French and 
Daniel IIoughton. 

3ellv Voted to Dismiss Alexander 
Kathan and Enoch Oook fr01l1 being 
Assessors because they refused to as
sess the town for the purchasing a 
stock of ammunition agreeable to a 
vote of the town of N ovem bel' ye 28tb 
1714. 

4thly Madc choice or Jonathan 
Knight Hosea Miller, Wm. Negus to 
supply their places after which the 
meeting was dissolved by a majority 
of votes. Tests Leonard Spaulding, 
Moderator. 

Per Solomon Harvey Town Olerk." 
Remarks of SOLO)WN HARVEY 

Town Clerk 
I cannot conclude the records of 

the town regularly with regard to 
sundry proceedings toward the close 
of the year. I would cast no undue 
reflections bu tit may not be amif's 
to say that this year was the most 
rema,rkable ever known in this land, 
being a time of heart searching per
plexity throughout all America the 
most porgnant griefs and )·a.e;ing ca
lamities seems to hll.vC raged in all 
11arts, and in this ncigh borhood the 
affairs of a public nature wore the 
most disagreeable face. 

The enemies of our land and of 
our tem porll.j happiness exerted 
themsel ves in a very singular manner 
in order to create jealousies the most 
dangerous to societies and thereon to 
builcl the monstrous fabric of discord 
dcsigned for om destruction. 'l'he 
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worthy inhabitants of this town can
not after a moments reflection but 
be sensible of the ar tfnl insinuation 
of the inveterate enemies of the pub
lic affairs which so far succeeded not
withstauding my faithfulness and 
unshaken fidelity both to th e town 
and country and mankind at large 
as rendered it necessary that I should 
resign all public offices among which 
that of T own Clerk. I resigned to 
John Scott your Oonstable to whom 
you are referred for the remainder 
of the 'l'own records of the year A 
Dom 1775. Th us I conclude by sub
sc ribing myself the towns and all 
man kinds hearty and sincere fr·iend . 

~OLOUON HARVEY. 

Soon after the chartcr of Fullum 
was granted, J ohn Kathan who hac1 
resided in the limits of the town 
since the year 175>6, united with a 
nnmber of persons, pnrchased in COI1
junction with them, from the N ew 
Hampshire proprietors, a part of the 
township, and in the year 1754, ae
cording to his own account removed 
there" wi th his wife and seven or 
eight helpless children" Possessing 
the qualit.ies of industry and perse
vel'anee-qualities especially neces
sary to the sllccessful managemen t 
a! a lIew set tlement, Le addressed 
himself t o his task and did « actu - I 

ally clear and improve above 120 
acres, and built a good dwelling-
house, barn and all necessary offices, 
and also a saw-mill and a potash 
works," and in order to guard his 
improvements was "at considerable 
expense in building a fort around 
his h Oll se" and was under the disa
greeable llecessi ty of residing there-
ill durin g the com se of a tedious and 
distressing Wal'. 

Joseph Temple of thi s town tradi
tion says was s,Lved in Westminster 
fight by the pewter basin in his 
knapsack. 

Another brave man of the same 
townshi p, J olm H ooker escaped with 
the loss of the sales of hi s boots 
which were raked off by a chance 
shot from the enemy. But the dis
comfiture was only temporary; the 
art of the shoemakeJ.' was potent to 

restore the wanting portions, and 
the boots were afterward s worn by 
their owner with fee lings of pride 
and satisfaction. Many a mall more 
di stinguished but less vali ent than 
Mr. John Hooker has in time of' bat
tle found safety in trusting to his 
sales, and that too, in a manner not 
one half as h onorable. 

RECORD RES UMED BY MR. )!ANS

FIELD. 

In acco rdancc with the act of Oon
gress, aLl opti n g the " non-lmp0l'ta
tion, 110n-COlJsmnptiol1, non-export
ation associatioll" on Oct. ;!O, 17~'4, 
the town held a meeting Nov. 28, 
1774, auu voted: 

"that the assessors asseS8 the town 
in a Discretionary Sum of money 
Suf'B eient to procure 100 weight of 
gnn powder, ~U(j \\ eight of Lcad 8.: 
300 flints for th e t.ow n usc which was 
proposed to be procured wi tIl pot.ash 
salts." 

Josiah Boyden and Thomas Chuk 
were chosen a comm ittee to recei , e 
the sal ts and proct'l'e the articleB 
above mentioned In one of Lhe a1'( i
cles of the" non-im portation '"' C\:I' 

act, was a recommenda t ion that a 
committee sboulLl he chosen " in ey
ery county, city and town, by those 
qualified to yote for repl'esentat iYCE 
in the L egislature, whose busin ess it 
should be attentively to observe tL 
conduct of all persons" in rega rd t 
measures adopted by the assoeia.tion. 
The advice conveyed in these words. 
though rej ected by Westminster, wad 
heeded by th e patriotic people of 
Dummerston . The service impliell 
was such as suited their temper. Tb e 
subject was broached in town -m ect
ing, Jan. 3, 1775, and several ]1er
sons with Dr. Harvey at th eir head 
were chosen a "Oommittee of in
spection to observe the" Oonduct of 
the inhabitan ts agreeable to all order 
or recommendation of the High t 
Honorable Oontinental Oong ress.)'" 
Under authority of this Oom mittee, 
two of the town assessors were re
moved from their places, because 
they had refused to purchase the 
stock of ammunition which was to be 
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paid for in "potash salts." From one 
man they took a gun because they 8US

;pected it contained a ball more fri endly 
to the King than to the Congress. 

By their decision, another man who 
l1ad been prominent in the history of the 
-village was declt1.I'Cf1 unfit for office, and 
was not permitted tD act in a pulilic sta
tion, until by his conduct he evinced the 
:spirit of a patriot. After the beginning 
of the R evolution, committees like these 
w ere to be found in a lmost every town 
throughout tJI," New Hampshirc Grants" 
but the people of Dummerston seen-, to 
have led the way in sustaining in Cum
berland eounty (now Windhnm and 
Windsor comities) the efforts of Con
gress tv guard a.gainst the manreuvres 
<of inimical persons . 

CAPT. JOI-IN KATHAN, 
to whom in the year 1753, the township 
-of Fullum was granted, unitedly witll 
a number of other persons, purchased 
from New Hampshire proprictors, re
m oved th er e witJI hishunily. H eaddress
€c1 himself with energy to his task and 
d eared and improv€d 120 acres on 
which he built a good dwelling-house 
.and "all necessary offiees, a lso a saw
mill mId potastl works," and in Drder to 
g'uard his improvements "'was at consid
erable expense in building a fort round 
his house. 

· D
TlIe fi est settIer {)f . ummerston,,as 

stated in the preceding records by the 
town clerk, performed good labors in the 
midst of great hardships and trials. Mis 
fortune rendered his toil more severe. 

an d his eighteen associates, with their 
families were rapidly subduing the fol'
ests of Fullum , and accomplishing the 
eouditions of their charter." 

In addition to the town reco rd ac
couut, the history of Captain Kathnu , 
thus fitr given is from' Hall's History of 
Easte?'n VC?'llwnl. For furt.her infor
mati on relative to him and his family, 
we are indebted to relatives of the !Ca
than family at the present, time. Valu
able information has becn obtained from 
t.wo Bibles; one containing the family 
record of Alexander Kathan, the other 
that of his father's family. Alexander's 
family Bible is now the property of a 
rela tive in Bangor, Me. It was printed 
in 1775. The Bible with· th e record 
of Captain John Kathan was printed 
in 1731, and is 148 years old. It is now 

th e property of Charles C. Frost, of 
Brattleboro. Both Bibles contain facts 
relative to the captivit.y of Mrs. Moore, 
a daughter, of Capt, John and sister of 
Alexander K athan. 

Capt. ,John Kathan came from Eng
land in the year 1729, and probably re
sided in \V orcester, Mass. previous to his 
removal to Dummerston. H e married It 

sister of Capt. Fairuank Moore. Their 
children were Alexander , b. Apr. 22, 
1729, during the passage of his parents 
to America; Margaret, b. Oct. 6, 1730 ; 
John , b. Jan. 7, 1732, diedJllne 3,1802, 

Iaged, 70; Mary, b Oct., 18,1734, and 
.

marned Col. John Sargeant, the first 
Anglo-Saxon child born in Vermont; the 
even t is recorded in the old Bible as 
follow~ : 

"tuesday ye 16 day of Dec, 1760,. 
Ills eldest daughter, Mrs. Moore was IJohn Sal'geant and Mary Kathan was 
taken captive by the Indians and he did married by Major Belles, (Bellows) . 
110t know her fate until she was r etllrll- She was the mother of Eli Sargeant, 

cd from her captivity. The settlement, the elder, who diedatvVest River, Apr. 


. 24, 1834, aged 73. M artha Kathan was 

although much c:lsturbed by the war, was Iborn May 8, 1736 , and married "July 

not allowed to die, and a few years after ye 22, of tuesday 1764 to Asa Holgait, 
the restOl'ation of Drder, John Kathan By Samuel Stevens Esq," 

13 



14- VERi\WNT I-lISTOmCi~L NIAGAZINE. 

]) ANIEL.KATHAN was born F eu. 1, 1741 ; 'Ye read also, iu the old Bible tltat all 
and married, 

" tuesday M ay ye 6 day 1764, to l~uth 
Beret (Barrett) By Mr. Gay of Hins
dell ." 

Charles K a than w as bol'll Mar. :26, 
174·3 . These ar e th e seven child ren tha t 
Capt. JohnKathan had when he remov
ed his t~un i ly to Dummerston. They 
were not very " helpless" at that time, for 
th e youngest was \:I years of age and th e 
eldest 22 years. It is not certa in that 
A lexander came here with the rest of 
the family . If he did, he must have re
tumed to his home in Massachusetts, 
where he was married in 1755, and 
camc back to this town in 1.761. 

John K athan was present with his 
father in 1765, {or John K a than and 
John Kathan Juu. , with nine otherpel'
sons signed a ~lemorial that year. (MSS. 
ill the office ofSect. State M ass . LXXV. 

547 .) It was a complaint again,t Na
than 'Willard , in command of F ort 
Dummer. The record of Capt. K a than's 
settlement in this town reads thus: 

"June 5, 1752, John Kathan with his 
family Cam to settle at Bemas' rock on 
Conicut l'i vel' in ye Government of N ew 
hampshir eight miles fran;, Fort Dum
Iner." 

This rock, which is near Putney depot, 
was named for ,Toseph Demas, probably, 
a rather noted individual in this region at 
that t.ime, and from whom sprang nn
merous families by that name. 

The pla(;e is now ealleu Kathan's 
ferry. The naming of rocks in the river 
appears for two objects: one as points 
for surveys of land, as deeds are in ex
istence making these rocks as bounda
ries : The other as stopping places in ;roy
ages on the river to different military 
posts. Capt. John Kathan died Nov. 23, 
178 7, in the 81 st. y ear of his age. His 
wife, Martha (Moore) Kathan , died, 

" 22 of September 1766, of a monday 
night." 

"tuesday february ye 10, 7(;7, Capt. 
J aIm Kathan and the 'Vidow Mary 
Wright mail'ed at ~pril1gfield By th(~ 
Rev . .i\Ir Lotrop (Lothrop)." 

" May 11, 1735, lVLLrgaret Kathall' 
maircd Benjamin 1Ifoors." 

Although the captivity of Mrs.1\1oore 
is an incident in the early history of 
Bra ttleboro , it is mentioned thu~ briet'
ly for th e purpose of adding in connec
tion w hat \V as recorded in the old Bi
bles of the K athan fanLily . 

"Monday March ye 6 , 1758, Cap t. 
M oors with his son Benj amin were kill
ed and Ben's 'Wife and two children wen,. 
taken capt.ives by the Indians ." 

After she had regained her liberty, 
we read in the same record: 

" J an nary 26 , 17G4, th e wid(lw Mar
gar et Moors was maired to I1foses J Qhn
son by the reverent M r. Gay of Hins
dell. " 

This passage expla ins what Alexan
I del' Kathan wrote in his Bible about 

the capt1Vlty of " sister Johnson" by 
th e Indians. In the old Bible printed in 
1761, we find the earliest date of births 
in Dummerston. 

"Mar. ye 3, 176 1, thursday Mary 
Kath an or lVIa ry Sa rgent wife of John 
Sargent, ; her first child a son was born 
in fullom(Fullum) and province of N ew 
Hampshire. His llame was Eli Sargent. 
H e died Apr. 24 ,1834, aged 73 years." 

The second tinnily that moved into 
Dummerston was tha t of 

ALEXANDER KATHAN, 

son ofJohn K athan who came to Ameri
ca in 1729. H e'was born Apr . 22 , 1729, 
during th e passage of his pa rents to this 
country. Margaret Baird, his wife, was 
born Aug. 21, 1732. They were mar
ried , D ec. 4, 1755, by R ev. Mr. R ob
erts of L eicester. Their children were 
Mary, b, Oct. 8, 1756 , married Elihu 
Sargent, died Dec. 18 , 1850; John, b. 

"
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Oct. 12, 1758, died Apr. 10,1833, Ifor his family are wntten on several 
aged "(4; Daniel, b. Oct. 15, 1760, pages of this old Bible and many 
married Olive Lamb, died t:Jept. 10, texts of scripture from which he 
1804, Olive his wife died Jan. 23, had heard sermons preached by 
1803; Thomas, born in Dummers- Rev. Aaron Crosby. 
ton Apr. 30, 1764., died July 15, The first three settlers located, 
1838; Elisabeth, b(:rn Dec. 25, not on the high lands, as many 
1'/67, died Jan. 13, 1828. have daDe in early settlements, but 

"I, Alexander Kathan, arrived in on the forest plains near the Con
Fulham May 1, 1701, with my necticut. Capt. John Kathan, 
family from Worcester. Nov. 10, Alexander Kathan and Daniel Kath
1702, moved into my log-house. an built their log-houses near to the 
Nov. 6, 1783, moved into my new three principal brooks that flow 
honse west side the road." into the Connecticut river in the 

It was, probably, not ' the first east part of the town. 
framed house built in town, as Oapt. John Kathan settled near 
stated in another place. Alexander the brook north of Putney depot on 
Kathan died Feb. 14, 18~5, aged 1and then a part of Dummerston; 
05 yrs. (j ill as.; Margaret, h is first Alexander, near Canoe brook, and 
wife, died July 14, 1803. Daniel not far from Salmon brook. 

He married after her death, Dec. These families came from Worces
1,1, 1806, Mrs. Mary Hart Davcn- tel', Mass. Alexander kept a memo
port, who died June 22, 1830, aged randum in almanacs for each year, 
D8 yrs. 3 mos. Alexander's motiler of principal events in his farming 
died Sept. ~2, 1760. business and other matters worthy 

His father died Nay. 23, 1787. of note. These almanacs were kept 
His wife's father, Mr. Bairel, died in file by stringing them on a 
May 3, 1782. JolIn died June 3, leathern thong, and are now in pas· 
1802. His brother Charles resided session of his descendants; some 
in Putney where he built a house in forty in number are in possession of 
the year 1768, "on the spot where a family in this town. 
Mrs. McLellan lives [1825J near The earliest of these almanacs is 
Dr. Ol1mpbell's." As a military for the year 1764, and the numbers 
man, his rank was Lient. Colonel. are complete down to the year lSI'!, 
He died May ~2, 1793, aged 50 except 1795 and 1814. The oldest 
years. His brother, Lieut. Da,niel ones are the almanacs published by 
Kathan died Oct. 17, J807, aged 67 Nathaniel Low. MOfit of the file 
yrs. Daniel's wife, Uu th JJlurett, from 1781, are the almanacs of 
died Aug. 3, 1802, aged 57. Alex- Isaiah Thomas. Mr. Kathan was 
ander's family Bible has the follow- in the habit of noting on the margin 
ing information recorded: of these almanacs important events 

"Mercy Baird died Apr. 23, 1"(90. relating to his business and other 
"Hosea Beckley, ordained minis- affairs. Here are a few items in 

tel' in J)ummerston Mar. 2, 1808; reference to the making of sugar: 
Court ~topped at Westminster "March 19, 1764, tapped trees, 
March 13, 1775; made 211bs. of molasses." 

"'Sister Johnson was ' taken by February 1765, tapped trees, and 
the Indians, carried to Canada Mar. sugared off 18 pounds on the 26th." 
5, 1758, and was redeemed by Gen. "Apr. 5, 1778, made off, 10 lbs. 
Schuyler in the falL She died Oct. of sugar; that's the first this sea
lS, 1779, up at the lake.''' son." 

Also, we read in the same record Here we find the date when the 
that Alexander Kathan and wife first meeting-house in town was 
joined the church in Dummerston, raised. 
Mar. 11, 1787. "N"ovemuer 10th 1773, raised the 

Religions sentiments and counsel meeting house." 

..... 

l 
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"May 10th, 1780, remarkable clark Imerston was Nov. ;W, 17n, [Lt which 

day." 

"April 5th 1781, a man and a 
horse crossed the river on the ice." 

"The Zd Sabbath in the same 
month snow was knee deep in the 
field and solid ." 

"1785, snow 1st (1<1Y of April, 34 
inches deep on a level." 

"19th, old snow knee deep, ncw 
snow." 

"May ~Bth, put in sei ne and ca tch 
no shad." 

"May 30, catch shad." 
"March 31st. 1"I'~Ci, no snow." 
"Zd day of Ap1'1l, tel'nble storm 

of wind, and snow fell knee c1eep." 
"17'th. began to plow." 
"March 29th. 1787, burnt out the 

bass-wood stub and scart ont two 
flying sqninels." . 

"May lOth. 1788, the monntams 
covcred with snow." 

" Aug. 19th. a hUl'l'ican e" 
" March, 1803, what a sig ht of I iug he returlled in company with 

pigeons did fly all the 18th." I others to the scene of his ad\'eclture, 
"June Bth. 1804, se t tobacco." 
"Aug. :29th. cu t up tobacco. " 
"Mrs. Kathan sea a. robin on the 

Dth of li'ubru al'Y, Robins here scen 
til the nth." 

"March 5th, sea two robins." 
"Ju\ ' l:2th. had string beans." 

"the 22d, had ne\~ tatos. · . 
"February 1811, klllec1110 rats 1Il 

the col'll house in one day." 
Alexander clearecl a piece of plain 

lund thickly overgrowll wi til old 
pines, on which he plMltecl com at 
one time, but the tall ol'er-shadow
ing pin es prevented his sccllrillg 
anything but a han'es t of fodder. 
'rhe first apple tl'ees grown in town, 
he brough t from \V orcester, three 
in nnmber, and set out on his farm. 
The kind of apples which these 
hore was called "cotton wool." The 
last one of the old trees stood till 
the year 1869, on land just north of 
the barn on "the old Kathan place." 
Mr. Kathan wen t to Deerfield, Mass. 
during the first years of his settle
ment, to get his corn ground. 'rhe 
first record of a grist-mill in Dllm

time the settlers voted "that the 
road be accepted from the meeting
house (lot) by the cornel' of Hosea 
Miller's lot, so on the south line of 
said Miller's lot to the Salmon brook, 
over the brooks down on the north 
side of said brook, to the Corn .Mill 
thence to ,JolIn Kilbury's thence to 
the great road on the son th side of 
Daniel Kathan's barn." 

On one occasion when Alexander 
K:athan was retul'lJing from Worces
tr]' or Deerfield, o'uided on his way 
by marked trees, ~ clark object ilp
pem'8Cl in his path not far in f ront 
of him. It was evening and neal' 
his home. Not being able, on ac
count of the da,rkness to recognize 
what it was that obstructed his 
pathway, and not daring to risk too 
much bv a nearer approach he fired 
his gun"a.ml t he da,rk objec't glided 
away into the forest. In the morn

} "the lllght tIme by tue howlmg of 

and finding traces of blood followed 
the trail to 1t swamp, now s.o nth of. 
the old bnrying ground near Oscar 
F. Bennett's, they llisco,(',l'ed a tlead 
bear. Bears were ple11ty in thi s 
tOWll in. those days, and freqlH"l.ltly 
the fa~1lll y '\\',are kept awake dyJ'lll /l 

wolves Il eal' the sh eep-llens wl~'ere 
they were often seen sta,ncling 0)) 

their hind feet with their paws 
resting agaillst the pell, and barK
ing fnriously. Some idea of the 
den se growth of the forest trees and 
llnder-bru sh in those times may be 
had from the fact that one of MI'. 
Kathall's little chi ldren was lost {or 
a short time in the woods only it few 
rods from the house, having been 
sent out by their mother to call 
their father to dinner. 

The first house he lived in was 
built of round logs, the second 
one, of hewn logs. The third build
ing was framed, and may have been 
the first framed honse buj,lt ill town. 
The old house was remodeled many 
years ago and the carpenter who 
helped do the work says, that 

~ 

\ 
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the old roof was t aken off, I1nother 
story added, and what is now qu ite 
a good looking, two-story, white 
house was once the habi tation of the 
second family that settled i11 Dum
merston. By good fo rtu ne this 
building escaped destruction in Aug. 
18'UI. - A vi olent whirlwind or hur
ricane that prostrated several acres 
of forest trees on the hill s wes t of 
the buildings, swept down across the 
plu,in, lcveling the trees in its path , 
making a di rect rou te towards the 
hOLlse around which i t made a sud
den turn in serpen tine cou rse, shak
ing up the stately old elms furiously. 
HUU spending its force not far to the 
eastward. The oldcst sugar lot in 
town stands on th is farm. Only 
th i rt.y-one of the old monarchs of 
the fores t are now stand ing, th e 
largest or which measures] 'i ] -2 feet 
in circumference. 

A grand-son of Alexand er Kathan 
eu t down in 1858, 01' 185!1, one of 
the large trees in this old lot, and 
while working it np, the number of 

he died, 9 days after the accident, 
Mar. 8, 1833. 

He was helping his father take off 
a kettle of hot sugar. The leg of 
th e kettl e caught on the sid e of the 
arch, and tipped the contents upon 
the boy. Hi s fath er caught him up 
and dipped him into a tllb of cold 
sap which relieved him of agony a 
short time, but was not effectual in 
s!tving his life. 

An incident relating to John 
Kathan, Jr. is gi ven in H all's His
tory. In 1779, he refused to serve 
in the Vermont militia. June ] 7, 
of that year, J oh n K athan and Ben
jamin Jone>;, Jr . both of Dummers
ton, were informed by an officer 
that they were required to do mil
itary duty. On their refusal to com
ply, being subjects of N ew York, 
the officer took a cow f rom each and 
sold one of them at auction, and re
tained th e other fo r the use of the 
state." Ezra Robinson and Eph
raim Rice, also, of this town had 
cattle sold in the same manner be
cause they refu sed to payor se rve ill 
the militia. Ohildren of: 

LIEl'T. ThKIEJ. AND RUTH 

KATHA N 

rings m[]'de by the [],nnna. l growth Ithe order of nam es being l~ncertain 
f rom the place where the deepest 111

cisioll was made in "boxi ng" the 
t t d 1 f d t brees, were conn e ane oun 0 e 
ne;trly one hundred. 

In boxing the trees for s[]'P to fun , 
it phtce or groove was cut with an 
axe, ins teart. of boring with a bit, as 
til e cnstom is at the present day. 
With the aid of an iron gouge a 
place was made to receive the wooJ
en spout. The sap was caugh t in 
bass-wood troughs. A section of 
wooc1 J rom one of these old trees has 
been preserved. It shows the marks 

-Susanna, lll . Freedom BIgelow of 
She~terfi eld , N. H.,. Dec. 14, 1'788; 
EUllIce, m. Israel Blgelo,,", June 11, 
179~. 

RdfllS m. Nabby Stone, Nov. 8, 
1796; 

Phebe, m. 1st. William Wilder, 
J an.:1, 1800, 2d. Josi ah Dodge; 

Daniel Jr. m. Fanny Havcn, Oct. 
2:1, 1800; 

Lydia 111 . Benj amin Frost, Oct. 
25, 1801; 

Dolly n1. Jaeob Frost. 
Liellt. K athan died Oct. 1"1, ] 807, 

JE G7; Ruth, his wife died Aug. :3 , 
of three in stances of boxing in per- ", 1802, lE 57 . 

pend icnlar line, th e cell tral scar be- It is said th at Mrs. Kath an was, 

in g in the form of the letter Y. in some way related to widow Re-


A great grandson of Alexander becca Barrctt, who died May 15, 
Kathan l1[]'med Horace, 10 .years old, 11800, aged ~' 9 , and who was the 
was scalded witb hot sngar so that I "Parcn t of Lieut. Elijah Brown." 
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Silas Butler, who married Sally 
McFarland, Jan. 25, 1816, is said to 
have owned the old tannery prop
erty, located south of Lt. Kathan's 
residence. 'rhe old building and 
well-sweep were standing in 1832, 
perhaps later than that date. 

A portion of the old tannery
building was occupied for a dwell
ing. The old millstone, used in the 
bal'k mill, that lay imbedded in the 
earth many years, was recently re
moved, and now forms a part of the 
covering on a large water-course 
built 3 years ago on the Haven place. 

FAMILY GENEALOGY. 

Daniel Kathan (2d.), son of Alex
ander, Esq. b. Oct. 15, 1790, nl. 
Olive Lamb, 2d . Sibyl McFarland; 
He died Sept. 10, 1804. 

OhilClren of Daniel and Olive 
Kathan: 

Thomas, b. Nov. 25, 1788, m. 1st. 
Lucy, b. May 9, 1790; Oaty, b. 
Dec. 22, 1'791; 

Anna, b. Feb. 7, 1795, m. Alphe
us Pratt, of Brattleboro, May 21 st, 
1812, 

Emery, b. May 23, 1797; 
Wyman Lamb, b. Dec. 9, 17H8, m. 

Lanra Burnham, July 31st, 1825; 
Orison, b. July 31, 1801. 
The children of Wyman and Lau

ra Kathan were Amandarin, b. Oct. 
9, 1825; Maridda, b. Oct. 5, 1827; 
Eliza, b. Feb. 12, 1831; 

Wyman L. Kathan died Feb. 25, 
1832, and his widow married Job 
Knight, June 7, 1834. They had 
two children, Oaroline and Herbert 
Knight. Their mother died Oct. 
17, 1842. 

Gardner Kathan, Sen. was a son 
of Oolonel Oharles and brothel' of 
Prentice Kathan, whose name ap
pears on the tax list for 1802. On 
the same list is the name of David 
Kathan. Gardner, Sen. married 
Betsey Townshend, of Putney. He 

is said to have been twice married. 
He died Feb. 11, 1813, .IE 4G. His 
children were: 

Lydia, who m. Oharles Daven
port, Jr., Sept. 0, 1812: Hichard; 

Robert, b. 1790, d. Apr. 8, 181H, 
1E 29; 

Gardner, b. Aug. 11, 179-!, m. 
Apr. 10, 1821; 

Jerusha, daughter of Oharles and 
Lydia (Scott) Kathan, b. Dec. i!!:J, 
1800; 

Betsey, born 17'fW,m. Al)el Knight 
Oct. 17, 181 '7, d. Mar. 4,1872; 

Orrin, b. 1802, m. Ad~tline Kath
an. 

The children of Gardner aud J e
rnsha Kathan were: 

Gardner S., b. Dec. 4, 1821; Hen
ry, b. Jan. 7, 1823; Eliza, b. May 6, 
1825 ; Norman, b. Jan. ~5, 182')'; 
Don W., b. July 8, lS2D ; John A., 
b. July HI, 1832; Frances, b. Nov. 
15, 1833; Helen, b. Dec. 22, 1837; 
Riley H., b. June 15, 1839. The 
father of these children l1ied June 
28, 1858. 

One Oharles Kathan marri ed Sa
bra McFarland, i\Ia.r. 29, 1811. 

John, eldest son of l.\lexallller. 
Esq. was born Oct. 1'.2, 1758, ill, ist. 
Polly Perry, sister of Betban}, wiie 
of Jesse Knight, 2d. Hebecc:l., aau. 
of John Severy of W Ol'cester, Mass. 
His first wife, Polly, died Mar. 8, 
1791, iE 23 ; Rebecca, the second 
wife, died Dec. 25, 1837, iE 'i9. By 
the first marriage he haa onp, child, 
John, born Nov. 6, 1'790; by the 
second, Polly, b. 1794, or '9:), who 
m. Squire Spaulding, July 3,1811. 

John Kathan m. Rhoda, daughter 
of Roswell Bu rnhnm, of Westmore
land, N. II., Nov 14, 1817. She 
was born Dec. 3, 1800, died Jan. 3, 
1860. He d. Oct. 19, 1859. Thoir 
child ren were: 

Louisa, b. Feb. 5, ISH), m. Wilder 
Knight, July 2, lS39. 

Horace, b. Nov. 9, lS21, a. Mal'. 
12, 1831. 

Aurelia S., b. F eb. 28, 1823, m. 
Wmiam A. Dutton, Sept. lv, 1850. 
Adeline E., b. June 14,1825, married 
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i01'l'in Ka thml, Sppl. 14, 1856, d. ,July 
HI, 18{)J. 

Falluy M., b. Feb. 18, IB29 , m.Acliu 
A. Dutton, Jall. 1, 1850 j Ellen, born 
Feu.2(), 18,11, m. Larkin G. Cole of 
~westmol'eland, N. H., Apr. Hi, ]858 ; 

,John H. , h. Mar. 23.1.')3::;, married 

Fallny ,M. ~ 0"man, 01 Bnlttleuoro, d. 
D ec. 7, 1883 ; George F. Katlwn , born 
Nov. 18, 18~) ij, marri p,d Eliza Ware, of 
-\Y estmorc]and, N. H. , May '1860 ; 

King~ley :-i .. u . ,Tuly 2, 18;38 , d. Dec. 

The followiug ins('.ription was t"kell 
from aile of the old grave-stones left 
"laudin g in that cemetery of olden time. 

"In lnf1JWTY 

Colonel ClIa,des K athan li p 
Died .May 22 1793 iv 

Th e 51st yea?' (2/ Iris ag f 
Time was] stood 1VheTe thou do est na iF 

And vewed the de-ad (is tilO1( clost me 

Erelong thoult lie as low a.~ l 
A nd others Mand and 100" on t.h ee" 

From the fit'st settlem nt in 1752, 

27, 1864 j Idown to the present time, f~, rnilies by: 
Henry II. , b. Aug.lB, 1840 , m. Bene the name of Kathan have beellres idellts 

B elknapp, :i\J'ly D, 1863 , died Aug. 24, : of this town. The last pe,'soB, but one, 

1870: " Iwho died here in the year 188:3, was 
Ehza bcth, youngest cllllLl of Alexan- rJohn Kathan, whose death occurred 

(leI' K athan , W i\·S 1>. D ec. 25 , 1767, m. , Dec. 7th. H e ",as bol'll in Dummerstoll, 

.TO.S~Ph Wi~s.o,n, ~a l: ..7, ]79B. " :1 Mnr. 23, 1833, and was great-great ' 
'1 he ca l hest I eWI d ot any death III grandson of the first settler. 

f.,own is th at of Capt. J ohn Kathan's I MAltGARET( KATHAX) MO OHE , 

w:fe, Maj'~ha, who died Sept. '2:2, 176G, ,the eldest daughter of Ca,pt. John an(l 

A<, about GO . Martha Moore Kathan , was born, Oct. 

Fms'!' UumAL~. 6, J 730, probably in '¥llrc ster, Mass . 

The first burials in town ",'ere made She was married to Benjamin Moore, 
in the old grave-yard, formerly in Dum- son of Capt. Fairbank Moore, May 11., 
merston, now in Putney, about 40 rods 11755, and ill less than t hrec years after 
northwest from the railroad sta tion. In i was t,aken prisoncr by the Indians who 

1873 , seventeen aU gravestones were I' broke into the house of Capt, l\ioore, 
left s tanding in the yud , and at the her father-in-law, with whom she and 
present time only nine remain. The rest her hllsband resided, at midnightlVIa r. 6, 

l
haye been broken down and tramPlecl 1758, and killed her husband and the 
In pieces by eattle. The grav e of Capt. lCaptain, his fa ther. She , startled from 
.J ohn Kathan, the firs t settler in Dllm-j sleep by the terrible war-whoop of the 
merston, is , therefore, left unmarked. Isavages, sprang from her bed and while 
Quite a number of the first settlers the fierce attaek was going on below , 
must have been buried in that yard j for' hUlTiclly dressing herself and her ehil
in making the excavation fOl' a cellar Idl'en escaper! from th e house. It was 
on its site a few years ago, seven bodi es in the middle of the night, dark and 
01' skcletolls were found, and the owner colci. N ot knowing what she did in her 
of the land states that his horses some- fright she had pulled on ill dressing two 
times step into soft places where gra yes pair of long woolen stockings that prov
were dug . ed of good service now and it probably 

Thus ends the reco rd of the births, saved her life . She took a sled· road fo r 

marriages and deaths in the first three Ithe woods, that her husband had broke 
familie« in town. the day before to draw wood. With her 
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two children, the youngest rt babe Ofj plowing ,wII diggillg on these premises: 
but three weeks old, she was SOOll over
taken by 'the Indians, who as soon as 
it was 1ight discovered her foOtsLCl1S in 
the snow. They tool~ both of her ehil
dren from her at first but soon retul'Il
,)d hell babe tll her whic1l they allowed 
1i.-er to carry; and they led 01' carried 
t.he 01dest child that was but little over 
two yeurs olel. During the night the In
dians finding iJl the house some beaus 
and tallow, cooked the beans in ahout 
:20 pounds of tallow and put them up 
in bags for provisiolJ on the way; UpOD 
this they subsisted, traveling on foot to 
Fort Ticonderoga, which they reached 
on the tellth day from th eir departure; 
having crossed the Green Mounta ins i1l 
the most iuclement season of the yeal'; 
and hom Ticonderoga they ivere taken 
by boat to Montreal in Canada, where 
1\11'8. :Moore and her ehililren remained 
in captivity for two aml a half years ; 
her f!ttber's family in Dummerston , not 
knowing her fate till she was returned 
to them ;-CoL J;eter Schuyler llaving 
"paid a ransom of fonr hundred livres 
($74) for her redemption from cap
tivity." 

She came back to her fri ends in 1762. 
and was married to Moses Johnson, 
Jan. 26, 1764, d."up the ,Lake", 1779. 

In her after life it is said she never 
, . . ' .. 

reverted to her capbvlty unless first It . , 
was mentIOned to her. rhe reason she 
gave for it was , during tllat time she 
suffered so much that it was painful to 
remember it. 

At tbe time of the massacre, Capt. 
Fairbank Moore and his son lived np

on the farm eompnsmg the meadows 
now owned by the Insane Asylum pro
prietors, just north of that institution. 
They were killed in a skirmish, and al
so several Indians whose bones , imve 
been exhumed from time to time by 

snpposed to 11 .",(' heel! their remains .. 
Aftc'l' the death or CapL. nioore , till" 

above farm was purelH~sed by l\IajOJ
John Arnls. After his death which 
Was by the ki"k of a horse , his SOil. 

.Josiah kept the i1lIl on the place, 'whid~ 

was a favorite stopping plrt('e for Ethan 
Allen ant! the Bradleys in their day, 
Major John "'.os the father of Cap:aia 
John Arms whose ehildren were J osinh. 
John, Alfrell , (Do('.tor) "r illa I'd, ancI 
"Villiam Arms of Dummerston, We 
are indebted to the Vermont Ph 02lJix ,. 
1876 for some of these particulars last 
mentioned. Mr. Hall says tbat I-Ioyt~ 

the author of Hoyt'S Indian ,VaTS , 1l0

tices thi s transaction as having OCC'Ul'l'
ed in the month of 8eptember ; another 
account says F euruary, Hoyt locates; 
lVIr. Moore's residence iTl Hinsdale. an
other H('.co"nt near Fort Dummer. The 
r elation briven in the text is, how ever, 
believed to be correct. The farm O~l 

which Ml'. J\10ore lived, is now oeeu
pied by Newman Allen Esq. To an ae
count of this transaction , 'IV hich appear
ed in the colnmns of the "Vermont 
Phrenix" in the year) 849, is appended 
the following note; 

"Mr. Moore and his son alluded to 
above as having fallen victims to the 
Indians, are supposed to have been bur
ied near the side of their log-house which 

b t 0 l\Jr t! I t b bwas urn. n ~.LOlJ ay as, ones e-
Iieved to have been the.irs were found in 
Mr. Allen's barn-yard, tovered with 
about one' foot of earth and a board 
over them, b'lt apparent.ly no coffin or 
box around them. One of the skulls eon
tained an ounce bnllet, which was nn·· 
doubtedly the cause of death." 

[The apology made onc" Ot· twice In these Ka· 

than f';mily papers, a stin t11e John Sargeant 

papt~l'S fOllowing;-.-for llltl'oducing In atters 

of history tbaL occnrcd Oil ground ill Bratt] e· 
1101'0, is hantlsom e in tlJe author, but scarcely 

needed; not only, as Bra ttleboro papers sent 

fOT publication in this worl' (Io not include 

" 
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this new and interestin g lllf'orrnatioJl, but also settler s fled except :\11' . Surgeaut and hi s 
:t:'"i ~Ir8. Be njawin lUoor0 u.lld .i\Il's..follll Sal'· 

family . He determinerl to remain nnc! 
gcant belollg certai.nly to the Kathan family, 

brave the dangers of the JlIuian foe. Hethe two o ld e$t daugllters of old Capt. . Jo hn lea· 

th:1,ll . .i\In.l'ga.l'et Kathnn nll(lldul',Y l(~tl.H)..n , both was not molested till 1703, 01' '04. The 
llaving been r ai.se(1 a ll(l h:l.ving li"ellllere UIl· I following particnlars of his death are 
tlI lueir llht,l'l'iage, ,1Iul Mary, probably Iuwing Ipreserved. \V"hcn the Indians sLllTound
been b01'11 h ere; <:111(1 as the eldest daughters of 

tfl C tir&t. se ttler, tlle nr.st young wonlen who 

liv e r] ill t he town, conld not \\'ell be spared 

J'l'Oln the DUl1un el'ston reeol'd of "ye olden 

time." E(L] 

.JOH~ SARGEANT 

was the first Anglo Snxoll child born ill 
Vermont. ,V"e write about this family 
heca use John Sargeant marrie(l Mary 
Kathan of DUTI1lllersto)l, daughter of 
Capt John Kathan. Their first child 
wa.s born in this town Mar. 5,1761. 
His broth er R.ufus was a. resident of the 
town and bought his land of the propri
etary in 1770. It is )'ccorrled in history , 
tha t Thomas Sargean t, it brother of Hu
fus, was a rcsident of Fullum. One 
Thomas Sargeant of Hrattleboro bought 
a farm in Dummerston in 1793. 

The earlicst account we have of the 
family l)egins with Digory Sargeant who 
was born in Sudbury, Mass. The first 
name is spelled Dickery in Barber's His
torical Collections of Massachusetts. H e 
was onc of the early settlers of 'Vorces
tel', and in eompany with John 'V'ing, 
George Danson, Peter Gouldillg and 
.J acob Leonard uegan a sett.iement there 
in 1685. The town had been previously 
~ettled by a few families in 1665, whtn 
six 01' seven houses were buil t, but soon 
deserted on account of Iudian hostilities 
ill connection with King Philip's war 
which raged at that time. From the time 
of the second settlcment in 1685, when 
the whites returned with Mr. Sargeant 
and others, the settlers prospered well 
till 1701, whellthe Indians resumed hos
tilities on the frontier towllS, and W 01'

cester was again depopulated. All the 

erl his honse, Sargea nt , seized his gUll 
to defeml himself. As he was rctreating 
to thc staircase, he was shot down by 
the savttges. U pon this, they rushed iu
to the house and completed the work of 
death with their tomahawks and tore 
off his scalp. Thcy seized his wife and 
fiv e childrcn and began a r apid retreat 
westward. :Mrs. Sargcant overcome with 
grief and fatigue impederl their progress . 
As they wcre ascendiug the Tataesset 
or Tatniek hills, a chief stepped Ollt of' 
the file. allll while pretending to be look
ing for game, came up behind Mrs. Sar
geant in an 11l1snsperting momcnt and 
deprived his sinking captive of life at a 
single blow. The childrcn were taken to 
Canada, where tiley remained a long 
time before they were redeemed by their 
friends. It appears from one record that 
MI'. Sargeant was twice married. His 
sccoml wife was sister of George Par
menter of Sudbury. Martha was thc eld
est of his five children. She was bol'O 
before 1609, and married Daniel Shat
tuck of 'Vorcester , Apr. 16, 1719. She 
died in 1722. The othcr chilllrcn werc: 
John , Daniel, Thomas and Mary. Dan
iel and Mary never .returned from cap
tivity, but remained with their captors 
and adopted the habits and manners of 
the Indians. Thomas resided in Boston 
in 1715. John, his brother, had an event
ful life. After his return from captivity, 
he entered 'he service of the province. 
DUl'ing the old French and Indian war, 
he wa.s a soldier at Fort Dummer. He 
was a li eutenant,'and both his name and 
that of his son, Daniel appear 011 Capt. 
Josi ah Willard's company roll, dated 



22 VERMONT HISTORlCAL ~'1},GAZ1KE. 

Feb . 12, 1748 . Lieut. John 'Sargeant, 
his son, Daniel, Moses Cooper, J oshna 
IV ells and one other soldier started :Mal'. 
29,1748, from Fort Dummer down the 
sco ut path to Colrain, for oars and pad
dies. When a little more than a mile 
from the fort, they were fired upon by 
all ambush 0[' 12 or 15 Indians . Moses 
Cooper was mortai1y wounded at the 
first fire, but managed \\'ith the help of 
a comrade to reach th e for t . Lieut. Sar
geant with the others retreated slowly, 
firing as they went. The woods werc 
thick and the savages well eovercd. 
':Veils was soon killed. The Lieutenant 
encouraged his son with the assurance 
that help would be sent from the fort; 
dared the skulking encmy to come out 
and fight like men, and firing as oftcn 
as an Inclian sllOwed himself. \Vhen 
iDeal' the fort, Lieut. Sargeant was killed 
,and his son was taken ca ptive. The 
".next day a company of seven men from 
Northfield under Capt. Ebenczer Alex 

,>an der went up to fort Dummer, and 
. found and buried the Lieutcnant and his 
comrade. His gravc was probably in 
sight of the fort. In a petition to the 
General Court, dated Nov. 29, 1738, 
asking fora grant of land, he says: 

"About the beginning of Qucen Anne's 
war yr Petitioner's father [Digory Sar
geant] then [1704J living in vYorces
tel', had the misfortune with your peti 
tioner's mother and one brother to be 
killed by th e Inclian enemy: At which 
time yr petitioner with 5 brothers, and 
sisters were taken into captivity where 
yr petitioner remained 12 or 13 years. 

When Inclined to go home met with 
great oppossition as well from the pa
pists as Indians: yet he came home 
.and was at the sole cost of ~lis redemp
tiOD : Thl1t upon his arrival into his na
tive country, he was put into, thc ser
vice under Capt. K ellogg, [and afwr 
under Capt. ,Yilla rclJ and so remains 
to this time : That he has been three 
times to Canada in the service of the 

Province since his redempt.ion, find 
when the Truck-honse [one of the 
s:nall houses ill the stockade J was blll'llt 
in 1737 , lIe lost greatly." 

A grant of 200 acres of land above 
Northfield was made to him by the Ie/!
islatlll'e. The land appears t.o ha\'e heen 
laid ont at the lower end of Fort Dum
mer meadow. He built a house on this "' 
grant where he lind ilis family lived a t 
th e time of his death. His age was about 
54 years. In 1763, hi s widow, Abigail 
Sargeant and the other heirs sold t.he 
estate to Capt. Samuel Hunt of North
field. Itis described in the decd as "161 
aeres wir h buildings thereon, which 
was a grant to t.hc proprietors of I.n11ell
b11l'g in 1731. " 

The wife of Licut. Sargeant was Abi
gail Jones of Springfield, :'Ilass. Thcy 
werc married July 4, 1727. Their chil
dren were: 

Daniel, b. Mar. 25, l7~il. m. Dinah 
Jones of Springfield, Mass., July :20. 

1751 : 
Abigail, b. Jan. 1730; 
John, b. 173:2, at Fort DlIll1nwr ; the 

first English child born ill Vermon t. 
111. "tue~day ye IG da.y of Dec. 1700. 
Mary Kathan, by Major Belles (Bel
lows)" died .J uly 30, 1798 ; 

Thomas, b. about 1734 ; lived at Fort. 
Dnmmer, and Fullum; married, Diay 
17, 1757, Anna, d~tu . of .Joseph Steb
bins, of Northfield, Mass. 

Mary , born 1742 ; 
Rufus, b. 1740; married about 1774, 

Susanna ---; died Nov. 23 , 1826. 
The children of Col. .John Sargeant. 

were: 
Eli, born M ar. 5, 17(H, " in Fullum" 

[Dummerston J. 
Levi, m, Lydia Daily; 

Lucy, wife of Isaac Bigelow; 

Abigail, wife of Robcrt ,Veils, and 

Mary, alias Polly. 




, 
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The children of Thomas Sargeant 
and Anna Stebbins, his wife were: 

Elisha, b. May 3, n '58; 
Anna, b. June 18, 1760. 
The children of Rufns Sargeant 

and his wife, Susanna, were John, 
Sally, Rufus and Sll Sannfl,. A daugh
ter of Rufus Sargeant, Jr. married 
James II Sargeant of Brattleboro, 
who now lives on the site of the 
bOllse built by 001. John. 

Col. Sargeant was captain of a 
compa.ny in the Lower Regiment 
"of Yt. in 17 "6, and was commis
sioned Lt. 001. of the Son them Iteg
imen t, Aug. 18, 1778." 

Bis b ther had a brother James, 
and they together, purchased all the 
land in Brattleboro, lying between 
West and Connecticn t ri vel'S or what 
is now in that town, called West 
River. On account of the Indians, 
it was not deemed prndent to bnild 
and occn'py, so they with their fami
lies took refnge in Fort Dummer, 
which was on the site of the present 
residen ce of Simon Brooks. 

This brother J ames was the father 
of Thom as Sargeant, who was the 
fath er of Elihu, Calvin, Thomas 
and J"uther. The two former living 
and dying at West River. Elihu 
was born May 0, 1758 and died, 
Dec. 1, 1833. 

A writer of "historical notes" in 
the Vermont Phamix Mar. 3], 1876 , 
says that Col. John Sargeant built 
abont 1702, a large, two-story, gam
brel-roof honse on th e site of the 
present residence of James H . Sar
geant, which became a noteclrendez
vons fo r the neigh horhood, and also 
for en tertainmen t for travell ers and 
officers of military posts up and 
down the river. Th ey were greatly 
annoyed by the Indians, and the in
habi tants had many dangers and 
hairbreadth escapes to relate. 

At the time the Colonel's house 

was building, his wife was living 
with her father, J ohn Kathan, in 
Dummerston, where her first child, 
Eli was bol'll_ Eli and hi s brother, 
Levi, lived to an ad vanced age, and 
died on farms comprised in the fore
going purchase. Mary, a maiden 
sister, lived and died on the old 
homestead. 001. Sargeant was a 
distant relative of Mrs. J emima 
Howe, afterwards Mrs. Tute, who 
was captured June 27, 1755, by the 
Indians at Fort Bridgman on Ver
non meadow, a short distance below 
Fort Dummer. It appears in the 
record thfLt Mr. Sargean t was mar
ried by Major Bellows, who was 
dou btl ess, Col. Ben jamin Bellows of 
Walpole, N. H. His sister, J ll(la, 
married Capt. Fairbank Moore, kill
ed by the Indian s in Brattleboro, 
Mar. 6, 1758_ She was bol'll in 
1708, and her brother, Col . Bellows, 
in 1715. Capt. Moore had two 
children, F airbank and Benjamin. 
Fairbank manied Estber Kath an, 
who was admitted to the church in 
Northfidd, Mass., Nov. 28, 1 ~/5 6. 
H e lived with his family in Putney, 
1708, on what was known in 1825, 
as the TimotllY Underwood place_ 
It is recorded that a family by th e 
name of F airbank Moore lived in 
Walpole, N . H. , in 1759. Benjamin 
Moore married Marg-aret Kathan, 
sister of Mary, the wife of Col. Sar
geant, whose marriage was perform
ed by Major Bellows. The statc
ment is made in N ortl1:field history 
by Sheldon and T empl e, that Esth
er, wife of Fairbank Moore, Jr. , 
was a daughter of C~l,p t. John K ath
an, but her name is not given in the 
family record in the old SargE'ant 
Bible. The three sisters, as th ere 
r8corcled, are Margaret, born 1730, 
Mary, born 1734, and Martha, wife 
of Asa Holgait, born 1736. 'fheir 
mother was sister of Ca.pt. F airbank 
Moore. Oolonel Sargent died at 
West River in Brattleboro, and was 
buried in the cemetery near his 
home. On the stone at the head of 
his grave, it reads thus : 
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- "Sacred to the mem01'Y of Ifrom W estford, where they lived 
Ool. John Sa1'.c;eant dll ring bis absence, in the French 

who depa?'ted tltis l~le Jnly 30, 1'798, and Indian war. The .grou~d an 
in the 66th yea?' of his age slVered for a floo r to IllS cabin. A 

lYho now lies in the same town in rustic bed, ma.de of stakes and poles, 
whicA he was b07'n, and was the firs t overspread WIth hemlo~k boughs, 
wh'ite man bU1'n in the state of Ve1'- sen:ed ~or a couch on Wlll.ch to sleep 
mont" until Ius goods shonld arrIVe. When 


, t he llew home was ready for the re-

His eldest child , Eli, the Ilrstcltild ccption of his family, the Lieuten


born in J)llmmerstol1, clied at West ant returned to Connecticut and re

Ri vel' in l3rattleboro, .APl'· 24, 1834, moved ill the e&~'ly spring to Ver 
1l~ "13, mont. He and olle child, his wife 


His wife was Elizabeth Gurtoll. and another rode on horseback. 

Thomas Love, his wife's brother, 


LIEUT. LEONARD SPA ULD- with three 11101'e of the chi ldren fo l
lNG, lowed, driving the ox team and cart, 


lOfLc1ecl with a small amount of fur
who was the first representative to niture aml clothing. 
the Vermont L egislature, chosen According to the age of the fifth 
trOUl this town, was a resident of chi ld , it wonld be in the spring of 
Dllmmerston, N(>v. 23, 1"172, wh en 11764, that his family came to Put
with two other persons he was ney. The charges ill the old ac

count book show that the Lieu ten 
chosen to draw a ph1n of the first ant was not only a farmer, but l~lso 
meeting-hollse built iD this town. a carpenter and trader to some ex
From an old account-book it appears ten.t. He bought iW C~ sold many 
he was in ,Vestmorelanu, N. H., at artIcles usually kept III a country 

k f . ~i 772 I' 1 I store. war on a 'arm 111 I ' ay, 1 , w 11C I NumerollR charges are madeI 

he bought of Abner Howe. H e W ClS against customers for rnm, flip and 
a resicJent of Putney in the summer occasionally a "pot of syd er." From 
of 1"(71, where he hall lived six years 1"(66 to 1771, . t~e f~llowil1g names 
and pcrhaps, lono·er . In hi s olel ac- of persons llY111g 111 Pl~Lll ey are 

. n found on the book: MIkol Law, 
COli nt-book, 111111US 19 pages, }Je Samuel Allen, J acob Thompson, 
charged under date l\hrcb, 1"(66 : I chabob Gary, And rew Mc Adam, 

"Mikel Law to a quart of rum and Nehemiah Howe, J ethro Brown, 
mug of flip. " Sam uel Skinner, Jo~hna P arker, L t . 

Lt. SpiLlllcling set tled in Putney E dward Howe, William WinHlI , Mr. 
soon after the close of th e French H ale, Benjamin Hutchins, R. Rob
and IndIan war, dmillg which he ens, Mr. Hartwell, Samuel Morse, 
served as soldier. H e made a clear- Abraham Uarly, Aaro n Alexander, 
ing on the pbne enst of Pntney vil- Lt. Benjamin ,Vhitcomb, John 
lage, now known as the Dca. Jones Cole, Elijah 'femple, John Scott, 
farm . When cutting the tim bel' he Leon'cl Keep, Mr. Sa.wyer, Ca.pt. 
left the tnlllk of the largest tree Aaron Brown, Aaron Gary, J ona. 
higher thaD the rest and with his Moore, Dani.el Pearce, Dn.niel Whip
axe leveled allcI smoothed the top as pIe, Judge Lord. 
mn ch as he cou ld. The log house Spaulding's hOll se was burned, 
was so built that the stump was in probnhly in the fall of 177]. He 
the cen tre of the room anel served did Do t rebuild, but bought a 
fo r it table till he could get time to J farm in Westmorelimd N. H.. 
make one, after removing hisfamily wher e he remained less than a year, 
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:and removed to Dummcl'ston, boughL a 
farm; built a log-house and some year~ 
;a.f'ter a framed dwelling now standing . 
The place is now ow ned and occupied 
by Gcorg>e '\Varwic-k. 

Lt. Spaulding was th~ first lllan here, 
to start with his gun for the fight at 

'Vpstmillster, Mal'. 13, I77ii. He was 
~mockcd down and wounded ill that skir
m:ish. HE' immediately j oined the Rrmy 
and continuen in the st' l'vi('c much of the 
time during the Hevolutional'Y war. His 
wife and sons, Reuben and Leon::ud jr. 
managed the farm during his absence, 
yet he eame home quit.e often on fUT

lough H e was in the uattle of Ben
uington [1777]. The day it was fought, 
his wife, who "ias in the gal"{l en gath
.ering vegetables for dinner. heard dis
tinctly thc sound of the roaring cannon, 
Ilea!"ly f(wry miles away. Others in her 
~1eighborhood heard the same noise and 
('alled it distant thunder; and nJ one 
thought differently until the news of the 

lJattle came. 
.:ylrs. Spaulding was afraid of wild au

imals, ancl one night when her husband 
wa, absent from home, a bear came 
and tried to drive away the hog. which 
naturally refused to go. The squealing 
of the hog awakened the filmily; ancl 
the boys with the aid of 3. dog and burn
ing torches, drove the b~Lr away and 
reselled the futllre meat of the family. 

It is relate,:1 of Mrs. Spaulding that 
she went on horseback, alone, every two 
years to visit her aged mother in Prov
idence, R. 1. as long as she lived, who 
died at the advanced a.ge of nearly a hun
dred yeal"S. 'Vhen returning [rom one of 

, t.hose visits s he brought home a small 
willow stick, ased on the way for a rid
ing-whip and stuck it into the ground 
where it was moist; and it grew to Le 
a large tree; said to be the first of its 
kind in this town. 

MT. Spaulding held a lieutenant's com
mission, not only in tbe FI'ench aJl(I 
Indian war, but, Rlso, in the Revolu
tionary war. He was wouncled in the 
battle of White Plains, Oct. 28, 1776, 
in the thigh , by a ball whieh remain
ed in his l "g as long as he lived; amI 
was troublesome at times. 

Lieu!.. Leonard Spaulding, for his 

service in the war of 1776, he receiyed 
a grant lyiug west of Lake Champlain 
in 'New York state . His commission 
and othel' papers showing evidence of 
service in the war were kept in the fam
ily many years; but Timothy Spaul
ding. a grand-son of Lieut. Spaulding, 
getting thc impression he ('ould sccure, 
a .pensioll for the heirs, all of the pa
pers were given 11)) to him by Mrs. 
Anna (Spaulding) Laughton. He re
moved soon after to the ,\-Yest., where 
he dien Lefore an application was made 
to the go vernment and the papers were 
nevel' t"€tumed tD the family. 

LpDnard Spau:ding married , Mar. 5, 
1756, Margaret, daugh ter of John and 
Elizabeth (Sprague) Love of Providence 
I{. 1. H er brother, Thos, Love, settled 
in Pownal , but removed to Benning
ton. The maiden name of Spaulding'S 
mother was Per~is Prescott. Joanna 
SpftUlding was a sister of Lt. Leonard. 
S he married Jesse Frost of Brattleboro 
and lived in what forms the ell-part of 
the house in which Dr. S. N. Bemi:; 
of that town now lives. She was born 
Mar . 29, 1739 , died Nov. 1834, JE 95 
years, and was buried in the cemetery 
west of her residence. 

Josiah and Samuel Spaulding were 
brothers, pl'obably, of the Lieutenant. 

They were with him a, Crown Point 
in 1758. Jonathan Spauldillg may a l
so, have been his brother. The family 
were tall, strong looking persons; and 
it is said the sons of the Lientenant 
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wer e over six feet in height; the talles t 
O.I]C six feet seven illches . 

The chilllrcn of L t,. L COJlanl and :V[ar

garet Spaulding were : 
R euben, b.Nov. J:J, 1756, lU. - 

Gates, died , .Jan. :20, 1794; 
Betsey , b. June :22, 1758, m. Hen

ry Stevens, D ec . 19, 1779, died Feb. 
:2, }7\)0; 

Leona.J'l\ Jr., b. Mar.l-±, 1760, 111 . 

Priscilla G leaso n, Dec. 9, 1779, d. 
S~pt. 3, 1792; 

Mary, b. Oct. 11 , 1761, Ul. David 
1,aughton , died M ay 12, 1782 ; 

Sasah , b. July 19, 17 G3. 111 , Charles 
Wilder , Oct. 27, 1782; 

Timothy and John, (twins) b. ~hy 
13, 1765, d. June 13, 1785, and Mar. 

26, 1793 ; 
Anna , b. Apr . 7, 1767, m. SluTIuel 

Laughton, Dec. 14 , 1786, died, Jan. 
13, 1849; 

E stllcl' b. Apr. 1767 , d. July 1783; 
J osiah , b. Mal'. 30, 1771, m. Eunice 

Skiniler, d. Dec. 3, 1798 ; 
Olive, b. Oct. 17, 1773, m. 1st. Dav

id Wilsoll, F eb. 17, 1798 ; 2<1. Dan
iel Mixer of BratUeboro. 

Lt. Spaulding was bol'll Oct. 28, 1728 
and died of consumption July 17, 1788 
A<: 59 , in a house which he built, now 
standing on George IVarwick's farm. 

H e was buried at his own request in 
the grave-yard east of the Hollow , be
cause, at that time, the cemetery wher e 
his children w ere buried was w etgrouud . 
N o stone marks his resting plaee. Mar
garet, his wife, resided with her son, 
Josiah , on the home fa rm till his death 

when she went to W est Dummerston 
after her farm was sold, and lived near 
her daughter, Mrs. Anna L aughton, 
where she died 1\1ay I, 1827, lE . 94. 

'Vhen Anna Spaulding was mUITied, 
she wore a linen mLl~ILn dress of n:el" 
own manufacture. S ite seleeted the ni
( ~ est flax, hatehded, carded and spun the 
same into a thread so fine that caeh 
skein cOllsisting of fourteen kllots, could 
be lI ra\\'11 through her open thimble. The 
dl'ess was woven, ent and made by her
se lf, and in tex ture resembled silk. 

Josiah tlnd Euniee SpaUlding's chilo 
dren were Polly, born '1 793; Timothy . 
Hetsey, ancl John. 

L eonard and Priscilla Spaulding ,vere 
thepar('nts of Thomas, b. Oet. 19, 1780 , 
Leonard , 3t!. Adam , John , V{illiam, 
and Sqnire , b. :May 12, 1790. 

Leonard (3d.) married Sally Fuller, 
of Putney . She was a sist~r of lVII'S 
Alvin Kn app. T heir ehildl'en, so far as 
known, were Rinda, who marrj pd Dec. 
I , 1880, As-a Baldwin ; Amy , married 
J ollIl Cudworth of Putney, an d Priseilla 
mal'l'ied a Howe ; 

Arba married 1 st. Emeline, daughter 
of Benj am in Estabrook ,2d. l\largare~ 

Boyden , sister of Mrs. Electa (Boyden) 
B emis. Harriet married Samuel '\Vil
de l' ; Charles; Ah'in ; Lavina; Lucina. 

C hildrelj by the first marriage were: 
Clarissa E., Benjamin A. ; 2d. marriage~ 
H oy t T., Anna, N elli e. Clarissa E. 
married R ansom C. FaIT of Ches ter
fi eld, N . H .; Hoyt T . ma rried Ella 
~1ason. The parents and th e othcr three 
children are not living. 

Lieutenant is the title given on the 
town reeord s ; but on the grave-stones. 
of his children, the inscription is Capt. 
L eonard Spaulding. H e was a citizen 
of the town when it was organized . 

The place where he settled and clear
ed the land was about 2 miles north of 
the meeting-house and long known as 

Her grave is beside that of Mrs, Anna Spaulding's Hill. H e was a prominent 

Laughton, who died J an. 31,1849, and Iand capable m an in business affairs and 
no gravestone marks th e place . in continual service for the town until 
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the year 1788, "'hell he was unable on 
<'ICC~llnt of siekness, to aet a~ one of' the 
eommittee in finishing the lmilding of 
pews in the meeting-h~use. .r Illy 2d., 
17:il8 : 

.. the town met and ('hos'(', Tholl1as 
Clark in lien of Lt. Spauldillg who is 

unable to act." 
He deeded his farm to his son, J o~iah, 

.Tune 3, 1778. H e also , deedef! fifty 
acres to his son ..Tohn, .Tune 28.1778. 

In the deed to ,Josiah, provision was 
made for Margaret, wife of' Captaill 
~paulding ; also. for Mrs. Betsey Stev
ens , Mrs, Sarah ·Wilder. ·Mrs. Anna 
Lal1ghLl1, and Olive Spaulding. his 
daughter . He was then Il eal' llis end 
witlt consumption. 

Although the children of Lt. Spaulel
ing, especially the sons. became large . 
muscular persons, all but one or two, 

died ullder 40 years of age of consump
tion, and their sickness was brief'. 

It is related by those who rE'nwUlber 

out and burtlrrl, and th e claughter, it 
is affirmed. got well and liveCl many 
years. The aCL, dOll btless. ra ised her 
mind from 11 state of d€'s.ponclenry to 
hopefullnes s • 

.. I-lall's History 'Of E((st~Tn Ve1'1l!Ol1t" 
gi\'e~ ti S mll('h 'Of tbe h)l1owing infor

matlon T\l a *5e),111on prea(,hed by R ev. 
E J), Andrews, on Fast (lay , 1825 , be 
states that Leonard Spaulding ill 1768. 
lived neal' where B. Reynold's resided 
ill 1825. At the ,June tcrm of the In. 
ferior Court of COlllmOlJ Pleas in 1771, 
one .Jonas Moore of Putney l'eeo'Vel'e(\ 
judgment against Leollard Spaulding. 
of the same place. to tlH~ amountof 1'01'

ty pounds. indnding costs. A fieri fa
cias having issued to satisfy t.he judge
mcnt the sheriff by hi s deputy seized 
some of Spaulding's effects and placed 
them in til(: charge of 1\loore, who was 
to keep them at hi s hOll se until the day 
appointed by the sheriff for th e sale. 

Meantime. the 27th. of' Jail . 177'2, 
ithe circumstallce ; nftcr six 01' seven of seventy 01' eigllty men crossed from 
the family had died of consnmptJ,on, an
other daughter was raken . it ),I',ag su p
posell, with the same disease . It was 
thought she would die, alld mueh was 
said in regard to so many of thE' fillni
Iy's dying of eOllsumption whE'tl they all 
seemed to have the appearance of good 
health and long life. Among ell(' su
persti tions of those days, we finel it 'yas 
said that. a ville 01' root of some kll1cl 

New Hampshire over Connecticut river 
aml going in the evening to the house 
whel~e the goods were deposited , broke, 
open the door, seized upon and ralTi ecl 
them away, and insulted Moore's fam
ity at the same time , "various ways." 

This affair was owing to the en mity 
which existed between the supporten 
of th e jurisdiction of New York and 
the favorers of the jurisdiction of New 

grew fl'om coffin to coffin. of t.hose of Hampshire. (Foj· uccount of his im
one family, who died of consumption, prisonment at 'Yestminstcr. see re('
and were buried side by side: an e! whell ore! report by the tOWll clerk.) 
th E' O'rowing vine bad reached the cof- In 1776 the dCommittee of Safety"

b ,. ~ 
fin of' the last one bUl'i ed, another one cited the doughty olel soldier of Dum
of the family would die; t.he only way merston to answer or "make suitable 
to destroy the inflllenee 01' effect, was Confession to this Committee for his 
to break the vine; take up the body of (;oncluct ill TakinO' Colonel 'W ells by 
the last one buried and burn the vitals. military f()rce; tl~at mode of proced
which would be Ull effectual remedy: inO' BeinO' Contrary to the minds of this 

o '" Accordingly, the body of the lasL one, Committee , and also a Violation of a 
buried was dug up and the yitals taken 'Preached. at Putney. See Putney, this vol. 

21 
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Certa.in Resotve ,. formerly passed by 

this Committee." 

To this r esolution is appended the 

following notce : "Spaulding comply'd 

with the above Vote by making J..rop

er Confession, &c." Polite Rnd 

va]ient, his apologies were ample, and 

the complaint was dismissed. This inci

dent was copied from the records of 

the Committee of -Safety for Cumber

land County, July 25th. at which time 

Lie utenant Spaulding, a most patriotic 

citizen _of Dummerston , was a mem

b e r. The committee noticed the matter 
. . . h' h 
m order to wlpe out tIle chsarace W IC 

b 

Ilad been cast upon them by the un

waITente cl act of the fiery Dummer
stonian. Jacob Laughton, who was a 

cotemporary witll Dr. Harvey, says, 

Mr, Hall in his History, in a COIlversa

tion with him in 1857, said Lt. Spaul

ding was a resolute man and that whe n 

he was committed to the jail at vVest

minster, it took three or fOllr Yorkers 

to conquer him. 

FRENCH AND INDIAN WAR RECORD. 

From the remnant of a journal kept 

by Lt. Spaulding in 1758, lately wnnd 

among old papers in the posession of 
]\1 EI t B B . I' d 

rs. ec a . emls, 118 great-gran 

daughter. 


CROWN POINT JULY 1758. 

Lieut. CU1'tis and Ensign Davicc these 0111· 

eel1S was all Keld and several men b eside tbat 
I do not Know. 

the 21st day a party of our m en went out to 
Look up the Ded men that was not found 
tbey founel four of our men Keld Nothin g 
Inore 

tile 22d N"othing: Remarkabel Straing 
(-strange) 1 remaining week and Loa. 

the 2.3d No news to b e hold only mr. morrel 
was not abel to preach it being Sabeth day 
our men got mad and sed thay would go hom 
case thay Ded No good to the King or Cutry 
(Country) 

the 24d. in the ill ornillg "number of sheep 
came to the fort and our m en brought t.hem 

p.n an almost e,'ery 111 (:\.11 got one to\VaT(~~~ 

nig ht a cuulpany of R3Dg f;!' nJ came fronl th e 

Lake o'nd fl (;[lTIUOIl was sent froll1 th e Lake to

be Kept here 

the Zld. order:; CaTll!8 fOl" our Reg-mullet to 

TI1u)'clI to the Lal{e tbr('''e hundred o f Reg l el'~ 

came to stay and tw"o hundred of p 1"OVenSll e ls

we struc k our tent::> and nrovc<l to the L nke 

L eft. Cnr'll (Col.) Cummings ann seyerRI 0f our 
m e n in order 

FOR.T EDWARD 
the 2tid. we pe tcht om' ten-ts wIlttt we lIa.d of 

them 
the 27d. the Regements all dmell (dl'll weel} 

'TIP on tIle Lin es so as the Genral mit fne (viewY 

them 

the zo-sa. News (~am en- in the EYening by a-
post from the half way brooc];:: that tllerc wall' 
"bouL t.hirty six teams ancl ~hree wagons Cut 

of and -", bont fiefty men to "( skoit them to ye 

half way broock got With en two miles of yf~ 

s'd brook" bOllt four Or five hundred Indians· 
fel Oll them and toock al U,e tems an d Kel d: 
,mel tooek a bout 20 women and a bout 2{) 0]' 3() 

IneD 

tbe 29d the re IVa.S orders fl'Oll the gelll'aI 
fOT al the men that Con\(} not cl.J~tw there clutrge 
II' as to fire off there peaces moses Sal'twel1 
Drawed his ch 'trge and only for ttusbing hi ll' 
gun y e Commodore hregade general a riding: 

a Long his bors started a nd he Emmeditedly 
confined bim the s'd Sartwell "nd tryed by >l> 

court marsball Capt. fales l)"resanted Leut. 

BclJardLeut. m nikentosb L ent. Godfree En
s ign fan el members--nnder examination 
the wetness cleared him Capt Daniel fletch er 

and Capt jones was wet-ness and was <!onfined 

to tbere tents for given Sartwell favors 
the 30d. Capt jones was ordered to go all 

Coma nc1 for his punishment .Down the Lake to 
the NalTows with the p arty of 12 hlRldrcd men 

the 31d Capt .Daniel :fletcher was sot at Lib· 
erty a p arty of sixty m en out of our Rege. 
mentwas ordered to go to ye half way broock 

Aug 1d. Nothing RemarKabel in the eYening 
I rec'd Sondery L etteTsfor our comp"u ey one 
from ~Ir..Joseph Emerson to Capt. Thomas 

LawTcnce I being Commaneler of the Com· 
paney I broke it open and Red it J found a 
W01'(1 of coshon to Capt Lawrence 

the 2d. Leut weson cmne in from the :Karow. 
ers a number of teams cam en with prevesions 

the 3d the teams went outLoaded with Chest 
of arms and Sick m en wa·s ordered to move 
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Over the h ill we en C::.l..llipt and got vel'Y good I er$ went out a gain with a bout seven hundre cl 

tellt for om selves but sum of the men had men to t,h e soutb Bay ou tbe eight d,IY oftlIi& 

(w'ue and was forst to clo as tbey could get 111l011th Jnagel' Rogers and nUlgel' putmo.n ue
SUill b:ttk ing ut tile South Bay with 700 men major' 

the 4i1. Nothing Rem arkable at night orilers IRogers took 400 men uncI wellt oyer to wood 

Calne out for COll'll fetells H.cgt. to llHtl'cl1 ill 

the morning by foul' a Clock 

th e 5d Brother Josiah Spaulding in the morn· 

ing tooek his gUll and went out iu ol'cler to Kill 

StHn pigells t!..lld a cOIning e n lIe nero' of his 

gun an(l the gard seeing lliIn wenL l;\'lld tooclr 

him a..ud J{ep lIiln unde l' gard 2 ouers I went 

and got him oft a bout son down Reced a 

letter from my wife and one from mother to 

Josiah which Rejoyced lne luuc;h al though it 

hed been a longe tillle on its pasaged it bOl'e 

date .Junc 23D 

the (i<I we dntwed foul' days previsions in tbe 

Creek after he was gOll one of putulans lllell 

went out about 10 rods from the rest of the 

CUJnpany out o n an old Logg a tring to Catch 

sum fish a.nd wile he was there he be,\.ring a 

Noise he Loock he see a bark cannoo with two 

In<lian s a rnnning fronl hitn he went and tohl 

the nlaj'l' h e then found tlJat he was discover

ed he thought proper to Remove to tbe Rest 

of the party be sot out for wood creek got 

a bout halfway met ten of lnaj'rRogers nlen 

a coming to him for maj'r Rogers anc1 his par

ty was elis(;overed by a party of french and 

Indians in a boat in wood creek and ,,,hen 

four );oon in tbe after Noon I went to hear I mnger Rogers and putman calli e togatlJel' thay 

prea.cbing thot proper to march bome "'3,rds to wards 

the ,e\. Nothing straing only one of the Reg Ifort Edward, thay marcbt to fort amI Loged 

elel's was in SWllning and was Drowned and 

two men was fo unel Dcd u bout Imlf a mile 

from the encampmentjuelgeel to have bell kelel 

by the iliOO llOkes who tba), be Long'cel to it 

is not Known 

the Sd. r went on gard 48 ours witb one hun-

In the morning nlaj'r Rogers and one of the 

Reglers Capts got into a banter a bout shonto 

ing nutl'kS shot a bout five or six guns there 

being a. party of french and Indi.a.ns on there 

-'arch to waylay the Roels (roaels) between 

fot. ' iward anel the halfway brook thay sed 

<Ired lUen About 80n one our high about sevol there was lnagel' Rogers a killing pegiugs thay 

e nty teams Cum en brought sum 110we,' 

some loelee1 with Sctlm's stowers they brougbt 

en ten six poundcl's in order to put on bord the 

fesel 

the 9d. the teums went a way and cuned 

towards a hundred sick men a party of 

men tbatwent out five days ago Came en and 

brougbt in a french man tbat they toock 

went und waylaid bim mager putman led the 

party of marcht a bouL a mile the enemyen

cmy baveiug· plast thenlselves in an ambush 

tit'eel upon them they Rusht on the frlIDt of our 

men nnel kill! sum they took m ager putman 

and SUIll mOre and ca rred them to ticontoro 

(Ticonlleroga) for mager putman Rote a leter 
and sent it by a fl ag of truce that came in from 

the 10d. I came of from gard and Nues (;ame Itbe french onr men got 50 skelps anel two pres

en from maj'r Rogers tbat he l1ael a figbt and 

had got a bout 50 skelps and 2 presners and be 

lost R b out 20 men about:)O wounded 

tbe lid. in tbe morning the wbole army was 
Dl'awed up on the Lines in order to find spies 

if there was any in the Camp but none fonnel 

t'le gelll'al went Round to see the m en 3 P:11'. 

ty of teams Came en at night by Candel T.ite 

I went ye Con'll tent and a Number of officers 

Wf\,S in tbere and got in a frollick and put 

Leut, weson en capt and henry woods Ensign 

Rnd settled the Company 
the 12d, Nothing s traing Or }{.cmar]cabel 

the 13d. Magel' Rogers came en from fort Ed. 

ward aud a bout 90 teams Came en Loeleel with 
prevensions 

tbe 14d. the teams went a way mager Rog· 

n ers and brot them to fort Edward 
15d. in the morning got up and ,vent to wour 

(onr) , )iue Ensigns tent and be had got R citel 

(kettle) of milk and maid it into porigPQ !lnd 1 

eat sum of them which tasted very well at 

night there came en 90 teams Loiled with meat 

anc flower and buter 
tbe lGd, I was ordered on gard-

the 27Day a bout midnigbt Leut. Joseph far. 

vel DcpaL"ted tbis Life ye next morning bo 
",as buried I went and borrod sum bords to 

rual<e a Corfing for him promiseel to pay 

them a. gain 

the 28th clay in the morning A post Cam in 

to the gellral with a packet that Cap briton 
was taken the whole army was Drawed up 

on the Lines 21 cannon fired at a time 3 times 

., 
~ 
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,soingand the small ;;1.1'111S 8 tillles Rand a pcaee 

September the 9d. Campt at Lake George A 

skont a going to the half way bl'oock to garu 

teams up got a bont four miles Down tllC 

commanding officer ofthc p:wty sent one sarg't 

and foul' Privets as a. front g3.l'd they being 

Stlm was's a heftd ~ot less than half a tnile t'I'Ol11 

the party the purty Consisted ofa bout 300 

IneH the Iudians wn,y Lajd the Rodes and Shot 

at these five ln en and Kiehl the sal'gt ded on 

the spot and wounded One nlOl'e he luud his 

Rkept [escape) and all but the su,l'gt 'rhey 

we toock on shore a.nd so got in Day lite it 

is a boul Eghttec (80) miles DowlI to the X<1r· 

rowS 

Oct · the 12 then took a true Cnpy of the or· 

del's given at olbony (Alb<1ny) tile U (th) 

general orders Dated at albony May 14d l~';)~ 

Rec'c1 at fort E<1wa,rd i.\Iay Hl-a.ll offieel'£o1: what 

e ver trom the time of tllere takenlhe field un· 

till tbe Day of there Entring into winter qual'

ters are to have only one Ratio:l of Provi:-;ion8 

pr Day for which they a.l'e to draw for t.llem 

selves a.nd sen-ents ancl the o~'<lel's of XO\·enl· 

skelpecl hinl and got of 1 had the cOullnan(l l bel' 26, lim or the Al lo,,-un ;e ·1day Hatioll. 

of the Quarter ga1·d Rations in Lien of provisions to be sll spencleci 

the lOd. J cam e onhe Qual·ter gitrd Oct. 14th Regimental Rader \[1),s orders 

tile lZd. ,Joshuay fietcller Died at the Half It is ordcl'eel that Leonard Spaulding ne tir~t 

way bl'oocl<: witll tbe Camp feaver Leut. in the CompallY of Capt. Ephl'ttln weSOn 

the 15th Leut ,Tosepll fasset Dcparteu. this and Henery woods seeo]]el L eut. alit I OIi"er 

Life he died a bOllt 1201' 1 ocloel~ at ~jght Pa.rIcer Ensigll anel .Jonas Stratton to be first 

I bought Ninety one p ound ofCllens and g'ave 

seven pouud find seven shilling Lawful! mOn

ey for it allel I Let the m en b elonging to the 

company have it ~lt one shUling ancl si"C pence 

A pOUlle!. 

Sept the 29 L eonard jl<1rker Departed tbis 

Life a bout 4. A clock in the m orning-.John 

Read Departed this LU'e a bout tIle sume time 

"O~t. ye 1, 1758." Under this date 
the journal contains several items charg
ed in acct. against the following per
sons' 

Capt powers, un Davie! l)Qwer8, Timothy 

Northan and jill' Dennes. 

Oct. the 2d I lleced tlvc Lette rs from west· 

ford (Conn.) olle from my 13est frienel which 

Leut. anel John Dunlap 2-d Leut., &David tletch~ 

er Ensign ill the COlnpaJley unue r the COIn · 

111<1nel of Capt -Jolin Clapham and ThOR. ho· 

vey to ue cllsibru under the cOl1unancl ot Capt. 

Asa. fostel' & tbay arc to be obaicl as SU('h al R~J 

ordered that eaclJ ca.pt 01' Comma.nciing offi, 

cers of Bac h <;ulupany in Iny Regt Elll-?-ndiatE:'

Iy send in to m e an u· couut of aU the a rms t hat 

are los t 01' Danlnitide in there Rcspectiv-a GOHl

paneys )uaking a Distinsooll Between then"' 

own &, tbose ",bicll tb a y Rec'a out of tile killg, 

Stores ill Ol'e!er to b e Laid Before hiB Excelen 

oy the gem'a!. Ebeneze r Nickols Coll'o 

Oct. 10, there caTne en 104 ox temns and 

the ~ext 11101'niug thay a.ll Laded Canllon and 

carred of a.ll tile cannon a.nll llloltel'S :-tlH.I Smll 

Plesed ;me th~ Best of any thing' for a Long I shels at Night there canle ell a uout one 

time one for Benj'ul Nutting one for far'mer I-Iundred wagons thay was all fext and Lod
e d by llloruing with 13attoo~ about 90 bat·one for ha~·twe.ll one for Joseph Boyton 

Oct. the 3d. I wen t on the main gard with Itoos in all 
forty m en of the prevenshe ls So one capt from th e liel tile tel1m3 Returned from fort Eel 

the Reglers and thirty men with him One I ward 

sarg't ltml one Corp'l eacll 

·Oct. 7(1. I went Down to the Lake in a whale 

bote witll Leut whitney to tile Narrows to tb e 

sloop Halifax find [(nreel a l Night aud fille do· 

ings we Ilad A good super of bilee! Bas,S (\nel 

buter and Vennegel' with it tbe Nex morning 

went asbore and got Red Seder and w ent on a 

Island to splet it out we ou lodecl and Leut 

whitney ane1 I "'as en vited to go a nord to 

tile 19 thay wc nt. a way Loeded with ball 

anel shels also one Hllndred and forty wagoJjb 

with 13<1ttoos Came en at Night a gain the 

sloop being at Anker she was ordered t o On 

Rig herself 

the 20d She was Bronght a long side tl1 e 

wharf and hel' Call110n all on Loded hil' Sals 

taken of in order to be Sonk in the Lake 

Lakc Gcorge-- --1758 tllere Came orden; 

Bruxfast wWch w e w ent and had Kofee and that all the Coll'os (colonels) should met and 

tee in the moruing we w ent to the Island amI Ithay Did and Consulted sum time and fouml 

shot at marks A bout 12 oclook we sot of for many sick in the Camps and tlle Next was to 

hom th e wend heing very high against 19 Ree tbe Likelest way to help the Lord a wa.y 

...: 
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out of the world with theul S11111 t.llougllt (one 

way) Hnd Sl lll1 A notl1el' but on tb e whole 

tbay thought it Best to put out all the fires aud 
:-;0 gjye them a freas. I think it is as Danln

a.hle <111 A ctioll as the y huve Don sillce r CaIne 

1'1' (>1n honle At night tbere ca.llle ]n a bout 

100 ox tennIS Loded with Po\\-ctel' anel Cuttl'eges 

Oct. 23 con'l! ::\icho11s was orclerecl to take 
11 ba.ttoos a,nu In a re}] to fort Edward tn.l\e 

then) to olbony wher on w e tok five in the n eg'· 

m c nt fqure g'ot Down 

;\JI.SCELL-\:-;EOUS ENTRIES IN THE JOURN,\L. 

:';cpt. 12 1;58 S,unuel Keep came up lo see IingDeeeilsed Lntc Soldier in Cilpt.Bntterfleld 's 
IllS brotuer .Jnbe Keep he went a. way a.nd r Compancy 111 Col'o . Ruggles H.pgt. I...awfllil 

1110ney.senlone Ruffled shirt ,wei one shirt not .Uufll ed 
and one pare of :Sue bnnvn gloves ancl two bol~ 

on caps and old:silk bandkercbief I clelev
ered tbese things to bim to cmTay hom e to 
hi s hOln e so I lllite bave them when we wenT 

home so my pack mite be Stun Liter 
Oct.1417f.S I hail of Mr. Northon one pint of 

(·lOne water Stepben Kemp Departed this 
Life about Eight o clock in t.he morning. 

Oct. 17 I ]H\.r] five fllUgS of fiip and tVi'O Cab· 

eges heeds and one pound of Coffe. 

to the wound ed 01' dead per~on; atta.ch 

the"tump liue" and by a.droit movements 

luwl the body away unobserved by the 

ellemy . From June 17, 1758, to Sept. 

9, many words n sed for "Parole" are 

r ecorded among which ure Gage, Nich

ols, Whitehall , MOllmouth, and Cata

rockquea. 

CAMP AT CROWi'I POINT-SEPT. lU, 1760. 

All In ven tory of the Effects of Samuel Sp>tulo

Viz:lgun 
1 Pare of fndhtllS ~tocken:? 
2 Pa.re of Sto<.:kin s 
1 Pm'e of 'Crctcbes 
:3 Haversack.s 
1 Pare shOll us 
1 Powder Horn &Bnll et Pou<oh 
1 Tump line & Bottel 
1 Shirt 

Leon,ud ,Vhitncv ! 

O£-lSS-0el. 
o - 3 - 0 
o - ~ -0 
o - I - 6 
o - 1 - 6 
0 2 -{) 

0 o -6 
0 1 - 0 

4 - 0 

l-W--6 

.Jobn Darnhltlll 
N early on e half the journal was used I Aug. 10, 1760. then Rec'dil Loter from my wife 

J osepb Doyntoii 1'ri8er8. 

to k eep account.s with the ~o\liers and 

ii'om the kind of a rticles sold to them it. 

is infe rred that Lt. SpaUlding sold sut

ler's 81.01'('5. From these pages the follow

ing names of soldiers have b een select

ed and may be valuable for reference:' 

.Joseph Hltrtwell, Daniel Duglas, .Jouathan 
Sheplc, Leonard Parker, Oliver Parker, Silas 
lC ent, Natba'n Lakin , .Joseph Page, Natbanie1 

Pa.rkpr, Thomas Scott, John Chamb"rlen, Benj. 
Nu tting, Daniel GIlson, Moses Goold, David 
Shattuck, Stephen Foster, Zachariah Willis. 

"Sept. 7d. 1758 . Benjamiu Farmer 
bought one powder horn on e Inkhorn 
and one tump line belonging to Leut. 
Farvel that Died." 

.M any charges are made for "muton" 

"chas" and "Rumb". 

The "tump line" was used during the 

time of battle by the Indians a nd the 

white men for the purpose of hauling 

dead bl)dies, or h elpless wounded men 

from the scene of carnage. "When offi

cers or soldiers were seen to fall in bat

tle, some soldier fri end would creep up 

wbetc.il PJcseJ llle well [tnd al is wel! but uo date· 

to tbe Leter. 
WAR TACTICS FROM THE JOURi'lAL. 

\Vorcls of COffiluancl for tb e exercise of foot 

(soldiers ) armed with fixe Looks 
1. Joyu you r right hand 
to your firclock 

2 Poise your fireloeks 

3 Rest 


Coele 
Present. 


G fire . 

7 Recover your arms. 

S Half cock .. 

9 Randel your pTimers. 

10 Prime 

11 Sbut your pans. 

12 Cast abou t to Charge. 

13 Randel your Carthric1ge 

14 Open 

15 Charge with 

16 Draw your rammel's. 

17 Shorten " 
18 Put til"'" ill the barrels. 

19 .til_l down your CartbT ac1ge. 

20 Hithdntw yOllr rammer. 

21 Shorten 

22 Return 
2M Cast off your firelocks. 

\l4 Your right hand under the locks. 

25 Poise your fireloeks. 

26 Shoulder II 
27 Rest 

31 
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28· Order 
29 Ground 

30 Take up " 

31 Rest 

32 Club 

32 Rest 

34 Secure 

35 Shoulder " 

THE BEATS OF DRUM FOR WAR. 

1. A call 2. A Troop. 3. A Marcil. 4. A prepar· 

ative. 5. A Battail. 6 A Retreat. 

. Lt. Spaulding omits the bayonet ex
ercise but gives the following exercise :. 

To the Rigl1t, CloRe your files . )larch. Halt. 

DOUITLTNGS. 

Real' half files, to the Right. Double ~'our 

front. March. Half files to the Le ft. AS you 

were. MInch. Halt. Rear half 'fil es. to the left. 

-Double YOlU front. March. Halt. Half tiles. to 

the Right. AS you we.re: MarcIL Halt. Front 

my time and Expenses a going to old 
hadle (Hadley) for a minister, time 
and expenses and bors 15 shillings." 

"To bringing the powder from West-
minster £. 0 - 4 - 6 

"1'0 bringing the Lead fl:om Capt.. 
Clays 190 wait £. 0- 3 - 6 

"Sept. 23 1776, an a Count of what· 
time 1 spent a waiting on the convention 
for a N ue State T sot out for Dorset ye 
23, of Sept. and Returned hom the 
2d. of october. my expenses · for that 
journey are as follows viz: 

at 'v (--;stm iu!:;tcl' 

a.t Rockingh:llll 

at. Cllester 

at flrmnl" 
at Dorset 

at Manchester 

rtt Col' TIl"onsons 

£.-O-O-(j 

£. - 0- 1 - · 10 

£.- 0-0- 3 

£. - 0- 2 - 10 

£. - 0- 10- 4 

£. - 0 - 1 - 10 

£. - 0 - 0 - 10 
half files to the Right. About. Doullie your r ear. 
!\Hll'ch. Halt. Front ha.lf "files. AS were. I atyou Bennington tUl'ee nights ::tlld two days fl. 

:l\farcll. 

Front half files. to the left. Double your rear. 

Marcil. Hl1lt. Front half files. AS you were. 
Marcil. Files to the right' Double. MarCil. mt.lt. 

TO the left. AS you we re. Marcil. Fites to the 

lert. Double. ~larch. Ra.1t. TO the right: AS you 

were . MRrch. H'\lt. Half ranks, to the right. 

u<mble your files. Marcil. HaH. TO the left. AS 

you vvere. :Mal'ch. Halt. aalf ranks to the left. 

Double your files. Marcil. Halt. TO the rigllt· 

AS you were. March. Ha.lt. 

Lt. Spaulding's old account book, that 
has been preserved with his journal, con
tains many a<.:counts with citizens in 
Putney and Dummerston. The charges 
in Putney begin in Mar. 1766, and end 
in 1771. In 1770, he makes the follow
ing entry: 
"'fo serving and returning a ret (writ) 

on Ben Hutchens before .J udge Lord, 
and to service on said Hutchens before 
J udg Wells." 

The book shows that he did business 
a part of the yeal', 1772, in Westmore
land, N. H., on a farm which he bought 
of Abner Howe. The earliest date for 
this town, then called Fullam, Jan. 6, 
1773. The name does not change until 
1775, to Dummerston. 

"Dummerston, June 27,1776. For 

waiting for copies of ye Convention 0 - 4. - S 

011 nIy wa.y hOlTI 0- 3 - 9 

and lny lIors the Hanle tinH~ 1-" - 10 

Illy expenses at W<'stminst('r tIlt> (llird weel· 

nesday of jallery ITi7 fOUl' day~ 0 - 9 - 3 

I went to Guilford to carre the papers to Coll 

CRrpenter tha t CaJJl from DOr$0t in o1"(ler for 

l"as ing money for Con, 11 warner 0 - :l - 6 

Feb. 17, 1777. to gOing to Westlui:n stel' to ca.l'l'l~ 

a letter to Dors et by order of the commitee, 
Henry Ste,ns Dr. to Le onard SpaUlding. 

]<'eb . 1781. 1'0 one fiat iron in pil.]lP,l' Dolla.rs 

( continental) $ 75.00 

Mar. 26 To two pouud Coton wool at 3u doTers 

per, poum1 $ 60. 00 

Apr. If) " one quart of rUll1. $ 26.00 

" " one kake chocalet $ 10.00 

n " half a pound of Cofie :;: S.OO 

No elate Qn e bushel of rye is .1011 

lJ 011e quart rum :;; 2600 

Crected febua.ry 1781, by 1000 Continellta l clol 

el'S with s ixpence, old teller, each doller 

[Of the papers <.:ontributed by Mr. 
Mansfield we shall next give what bio
graphical account he has been able to 
gather of the fourteen mell who signed 
the notification calling for the flrst town 
meeting, commencing with Ebeuezer 
Haven, (see page 8,) and Enoch Cook, 
the first town clerk, chosen that day, 
and such other citizens of Dummerston 

http:febua.ry
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~s were named in th a t report ,-the chilch'en that died young; 2d , Marshall 
Kathan's and Lieut. Spauldillg, having Miller, Nov. 17 , 1778, died ,Tan. 26, 
been previously given. ED.J 1829. 

Nathaniel. born Nov. 8, 175B, m . 

l<:BENEZE R HAVEN F AM ILY. iMrs. Eunice Fan, widow 'Of William 
,Fa rr, of Chesterfield, N. H. , M~ty 6 , 

Ebenezer Haven , lived in Hopkinton , 11779. 
~1:ass., in 1754, and was at that time ' 
24 years of age . He removed to Ox
lDrd with his family in 1757 01' '58, 
thence to Stttton, and in 1770, to Dum

merston, and was one of the signers .on 
the first call for a meeting to orgalllze 

the tOWll in 1771. H e reA,ched the age 

Annlt, b. Sept. 2B, ] 758 , m. Al'aD 
Holton about 1776; d. III Feb. 17:87. 

Joseph, h. Apr. 3, 1761, m, Pamcli,A, 
Hou O"hton , Mar.12 , 1789. 

Abel, born May 20 , 17G3, m. Rachel 
French. 

Relief, b. Mar. 2(j , 1765. m. Elij ah 
()f 79 years and his wife, 70. H e was I Brown. 
probably a brother of Deacon l\1os~'l 
Haven , of Hopkinton, who was born III 

1732, and m. in 1750. He was the son of' 
Joseph, b. in 1689, who was A, ruling 
Elder in Hopkinton, in 1731, and after
wards. The father of Joseph was Moses, 
ca deacon in Hopkinton , but b. in Lynn 
in 1667 , whose father was Richard, who 
came from England and settled in Lynn , 
in 1645, where, in 1692, he then living, 

it was" voted, that Sel'geant H aven 
should sitin the Pulpit." Samuel Haven, 
son of Moses , b , Dec . 9, 1751, removed 
from Hopkinton to Shrewsbury, Mass. 

Sarah , b. May 3, 17(1(j, remained 
sinO"le through life. 

'" 
David. born Apr. 3, 1770, m .• 1st, 

Abigail Haven, his cousin, fl"Om Brook
lyn Ct.; 2d, Olive Goodell, of W est-
minster. 

Polly, b. Feb. 1713, the youngest of 
the fanlily, m. June 5, 1796, Evans 
Reed , of Putney. 

The children of Joseph and Pamelia 
Haven were Amelia, m.Wilson Dennett, 
J an. 1814 ; Polly, III Amasa Houghton , 
of Putney, Oct. 31, 1812; Rebecca; 

in 1800, and from the history of that ISarah; Lydia, lll. Philip Allyn,Feb. 
town, we ascertained the inform ation 26, f829. ; Tamar and Sylvanus. 
given above. ,Joseph Haven and family r emoved 

Ebenezer and Abigail Haven were the to Truxton , N. Y . 
ancestors of the H a veu families in this 

The children of Abel and R achel 
t-own. H e was a blacksmith and was IHaven: Fanny, b. Apr. 18 , 1783, m . 
(Ioubtless the first man working a t that 
trade in Dummerston. H e bought lot 
No. 14 of the original proprietors, June 
26, 1770, and the farm is now owned 
by his great grandson, Orrin Haven, 
having been kept in the fa-mily name 
s ince it was first settled. 

Daniel Kathan, Jr., Oct. 23, 1800; 

Lydia m. Rodolphus Scott, of Ches
el'field, N. H. ; Ira m. ,Jemima Ward ; 
Jairus m. Arathusa Herrick, of Ches
terfield , N. H. ; Chester m. Lydia, 
dau. of Marshall Miller and after his 

The children of Ebenezer and AbiO"ail' death, Nov. 11, 1814, She m. 2d. 
'" R euben W"alker; Louisa m. G eorge

Haven were : 
Ans@ Miller; Otis m. Frances Brad

Abigail, b. in Hopkinton, Oct. 26 , Ibury, of Vergennes; Abef m. Maria 
1754, m. 1st, Thomas Boyden; had two Miller May 18, 1820 . . ,

5 
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The children of Ira and J emima Iof Willimn and Hannah (Worden) Mil
Haven; ler and grand-daughter of Capt. Isaac 

Dana M. m. Lois Bllck , of Lake Miller, died Jan. 29, 1873. Dea. 
G eorge. N. Y.; Haven--deacon of the Congregational 

N ancy died young; Susan m. Asa church in this town many years-and 
Lawton; his wife were good members of the 

Eliza m..J..E.\Vordell; Rachel, un- chmch and very helpful in so(:iety, aud 
married; were much esteemed. Their portraits 

Lucy died young; Ira Osman m. I were donated for this publication by '-. 

Alvira Ford; 
Louisa m. George B. Newton, of 

Royal ston Mass.; 
Fanny died young; Julia m. vVm. 

o Miller; Frances married H. Ha.rry 
Miller. 

The children of Davie! a.ne! Abiga.il 
Haven: Abigailm. 1st ,Thos. Kathan, 
Sept. 17, 1829, 2d, Benjamin Streeter; 
3d, Leonard Maxwell; Square m. So
phia Carpenter, of vVestminster ; Relief 
B. m. Horace T. J)foore, of Putney, 
Oct. 6, 1825; William, uumarried . 

Square Haven married Sophia Car
penter, of Westminster. Their children 
were: 

Alvira Ill. Lorenzo Field, of Pntney ; 
Minerva m. J. L. Max weil; Orrin, 

unmarried. 

David Haven, a brother of Abel, died 
in 1865 , aged 94 ye~Ll'S, 6 months. J airus 
born in Dummerston, was the fourth 
child of a family of whom Deacon Abel 
Haven was the youngest: Dea. Abel 
died on the farm now owned by his son, 
Joel M. Haven of Rutland. Thi~ farm 
was the only one ill town on which good 
corn was l'aised in the cold summer of 
1816. " U nele " J airus did the farm 
work that year and was in his old age 
quite fond of relating the particulars of 
Ilis raising corn when so many failed to 
ecure a crop. His life-work was farm

ing, and he used a scythe in haying for 
nearly 80 years. 

Abel Haven, born Jan. 1,1799, died 
Apr. 20, 1864. Maria, his wife , clau. 

their son, D ea. Joel M. Haven, of Rut-
land, who was born in Dummerst.on on 
the old Haven farm and was a farmet· 
boy until the time when he became fL 

elerk for Foster ·Wheeler, of Pntne), . 
Afterwartls he went. to Brattleboro and 
was clerk for A. E. Dwinell, then book
keeper and confidential clerk for Calvin 
Townsley until Townsley 's store was 
burned. H e then went ,VeRt and en
gaged in farming; but \Va~ not success
fhl and returned to Brattleboro where 
he went into the dry goods trade with 
his brother-in-law , H. C. Fisher. The 
firm established a branch store at Rut
land, of which he became the managel·. 
Some years aftenval'cI he became treas
urer of the Rutland R. R. company and 
has held that position many years. H e 
engaged in various enterprises, chief 
among them being the purchase of the 
Bates House, making it one of the best 
hotels in the State a nd running it as a 
temperance house, His wife was Maria 
Dickerman, of Brattleboro, who became 
a prominent worker.in the temperance 
canse throughout the St.ate. Maria, his 
sister, maITied William Fuller, of Bl'ook
lyn, Ohio, and Caroline, the other sis
ter, married H enry C. Fisher. 

CHARLES DAVENPORT. 

The earliest ancestor of whom there 
is any a uthent.ic record, is Thomas Dav
enport, of Dorchester, ]\.1:ass., whose 
name first appears on any of its records 
as member of its church, Nov. 20, 
1640; his wife, Mary, joining, Mar. 8, 

http:authent.ic
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1644. She died Oct. 4, 1691. He Mar. 5, 1730; married Apr. 16, 
was made freeman, May 18, 1642,and 1755, at Worcester, Mary Hart, born 
constable, 1670. He probably lived Mar. 7, 17:34, who died June 22, 
on the eastern slope of ML Bowdoin, 18:30, aged 96. He died in Dumm~r
near the corner of Bowdoin Street ston, Apr. 25, 1805. She marrIed 

. ,2d, Alexander Kathan. Desceud
and Umon Avenue. !1~ bou~ht the ants of Oharles Davenport are now 
house and lands of WIlham Plgrom, living in this town, Newfane and 
Nov. 25, 1653, and William Blake, Ohesterfield, N. H. 
Feb. 5, 1665. He made his will, 
July 24, 1683, "being aged," leav
ing the homestead to his youngest 
son, John, after his widow's death. 
He died Nov. 9, 1685. His inven
tory of property amounted to £3~2, 

16s, 8d. He had nine children. The 
fourth child was Oharles, baptised, 
Sept. 7, 1652, in Dorchester, where 
he died, Feb. 1, 1720. lie married 
Waitstill, dau. of Quartermaster 
John and Katharine Smith of Dor
chester, Jan. 11, 1659, who died 
Aug. 9, 1747. 

Oharles Davenport was ensign, 
and held many town offices. He was 
selectman most of the time from 
1'700 to 1714. His homestead on 
IVashington Street was on the south 
side of Mt. Bowdoin. His inventory 
amounted to £2700.-There were 
9 children in his family. The eighth 
child was Oharles, b. in Dorchester, 
Feb. 15, 1700, m. May 31, 1722, 
Jemima, dau. of Thomas and Ex
perience Tolman of Dorchester. He 
inherited the homestead by his 
father's will. His wife, Jemima, 
died Feb. 17, 17,;5. He sold off the 
homestead and removed to W orces
ter, Mass., where he had four child
ren by a wife, Joanna. His first five 
children were born in Dorchester, 
the others in Worcester. He had 10 
children. 

The 4th child was Oharles, the 
subject of this ske tch, and great 
grandson of Thomas. He was born 

CHARLES DAVENPORT, 

was one of the first settlers in this 
town and signed the first call for a 
meeting of settlers. In 1774 he 
lived on the" green" as it was called 
in the town records. '1' he exas
perated citizens met at his house, 
Oct. 2!) of that year, and chose a 
committee who released Liellt. 
Leonard Spaulding from confine
men t in the jail at Westminster. He 
moved a few years after down on to 
the plain near Isaac Miller's and,for 
many years since, the home of John 
Stearns. A large apple-tree is now 
standing near the house that was set 
out by Mr. Davenport more than 
one hundred years ago. The tree 
measures 12 feet ti in. in circum
ference and is probably one of the 
largest and oldest apple-trees now 
standing in the connty, if not in the 
State. 

The children of Oharles and Mary 
(Hart) Davenport were: Elizabeth, 
b. Feb. 5, 1756, 11l . Fairbanks 
Moore, residence in Oanada. 

Mary, b. Oct. 12, 1757, m. John 
Miller; 

Jemima, b. May 16, 1759, m. J 0

seph Gilbert, a soldier of the Revolu
tion, a residen t of Dummerston for a 
time and later in Hadley, N. Y.; 

Oharles, b. May 4, 17!:l1; nl. Polly 
Wood; 

.James Hart, b. Dec. 29, 1763, 
died Nov. 25, 1780. 

Thomas and Oatherine, twins, b. 
July 10, 1766. The son died the 
day of his birth. Oatherine m. 
Benjamin Alvord of Dummerston, 
d. in Boston with her daughter, Mrs. 
Jesse Maynard, May 20, 1856, aged 
90 years. 

John, b. Feb. 22, 1769;S<1l1y, born 
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July 2, 1771, m. Stephen Oum- Lucy, b. Mal'. 17, 1795, m. Moses 
mings; Olark, June 10, 1816; 

Susanna, b. Nov. 12, 1774, died Polly, b. Mar. 9, 1797, m. Densel 
Feb. 27, 1796. The first five child- D. Rand, of Townsend, November 
ren were born in Worcester, Mass., 24, 1819; 
and the others in Dummerston. Katherine, b. Feb. 16, 1799, mar-

Halls ~History ofEastem Vermont,' ried W m. A. Bartlett, of Newfane, 
states, Oharles Davenport, a skillful June 19, 1826; 
carpenter from the patriotic little William, b. Apr. 18, 1801, m. An
village of Dummerston, was the man na H . Gates; John, b. June 19, '-. 

who replied to a threatening speech 1803 died 1805' 
!~forming . the rioters. that. thei, O;rns, b. Oct. 29, 1807; student 

should be m. h-ll befo~e mormng! of languages in Brattleboro academy: 
and who saId that 1£ the shenff d S t 8 1826 . 

should offer to take possession of the . e~., . . . 

Oourt-house, the Whigs would send Ohildren of WIlham and Anna 

him and his men to the same place in were: 

fifteen minutes." [See previous pa- Enoch G., b. born Apr. 13, 1826, 

per from the town clerkJ. The m. Jane, dau. of John Olark; 

twin children, Thomas and Oathe- Mary Ann, born Sept. 29, 1828, 

rine, were doubtless the first twin m. James Miller, May 22, 1848; 

children born i~ town, but evi~ently, Lucy Rosella, b. Oct. 19, 1831, m. 

not the ~rst bIrths. Accordmg to Martin W. Gates; 

the famlly record, Mr. Davenport Wm. Wallace b. Mar. 21. 1834 

moved to town between the years ! 0 ' 

1163 and 1766. He taught the first m. ~lect~. ::lutney; yrus,..?orn 

school in town. July ,.,3, 1ti36, m. --- PettJs, 

Martha E., b. Oct. 6, 1838, m. 
J. R. Nourse.ENOCH COOK, 

the first Town Olerk, died Feb. 4, JOHN KILBURY, 

1797, .1E 74 yrs. His wife, Lucy, 

died Aug. 17, 1806, .i.E 82. His son, who signed the se ttler's call for the 

Enoch Oook, jr., died Aug. 15,1838, first town meeting in 1771, bought

.i.E 76. Anna, his wife died, Feb. 
 land of the proprietors in 1770, and 
12, 1851, .i.E 83 yrs. Sarah, his sis

settled on lot No. 23, east of Slabter, wife of Samuel Negus, died 

Jan. 9, 1834, .i.E 83. William, his 
 Hollow. He was a resident of 

son, died Aug. 26, 1861, .IE 60. Ohesterfield, N. H., for a time, but 

Anna H. Gates, his ,wife, died Sept. returned to Dummerston before 

26, 1861, .i.E 57 years. 
 1787. He married 1st, Zerviah --j

Mr. Oook was probably born in 
children:Worcester, Mass., where his brother, 


Robert of Newfane, was born in John, b. Mar. 10, 1772, married 

1730. His sons, so far as known, Hephzibah Pierce, Feb. 14, 1799; 

were Enoch, jr., Nathan and Solo
 Richard, b. July 2, 1773, m. Bedee 

mon. 

Baldwin, Dec. 1, 1196; 
Nathan mar. Levinah Parmenter. 
Robert, b. Dec. 13, 17"/4, - Ohildren: Polly, b. Jan. 27, 1789; 

Oaty, b. Aug. 20, 1791. His wife wife's name not recorded. Children: 

died Apr. 8, 1792, aged 38. He mar. Robert, jr., b. May 9, 1796; Olive,. 

2d, Susanna Davenport, Oct.6, 1805. 
 b. Sept. 26, 1799; 

The children of Enoch, jr., and his 
Andrew, b. ~Iay 2, 1801; Oaty,wife Anna, were: 


Betsey, b. Mar. 2, 1793, m. Royal b. July 1, 1803: Betsey, b. July 21 

i\hller i 1805, died 1807 i 
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Sophia, b. Apr. 26, 1807. No 
record of John Kilbury Jr.'s chil
dren. 

R· I d d B d ' h'ld
Ie 1ar an e ee s c 1 ren : 

Zerviah, b. May 28, 1197; Thom
as, b. July 16, 1798; Richard, b. 
Feb. 3, 1800; Polly, b. Feb. 20, 
1802; Dexter, b. July 29, 1804; 

Asa Gates, b. June 25, 1806;· bOt 13 1808Denlson, orn c . , ,
drowned in childhood' 

Laura, b. Sept. 2; 1810; Orre
villa, b. Dec. 29, 1813. 

near where their father had lived. 
Thomas located in the lot west of 
th H f J' h .e aven arms. OSla, Jr., mar. . . 
ned LY~la Wllltney, of Petersham, 
Mass., birth-place, Watertown, and 
settled north of Canoe brook, but 
afterwards removed to a farm since 
k th H C I nown as e enry ressey pace; 
thence to a place south of the Hol
low, on the west side of the road at 
the top of the hill. He bought the 

Joh.n, sen. m. 2d, Dorcas ---, grist-mill, since owned by Joseph 
who hved to be very aged. 

SAMUEL ,nSWALL. 

signed the noti acation for the first 
town meeting in 1771. A town 
meeting was held at his house, May 
19, 1772. He was chosen, at that 
time, with Isaac Miller and Cyrus 
Houghton, commissioners of high
ways. No further record of him. 
His name disappears from the 
records after 1772. I wrote for fur
ther information concerning Sam
uel Wiswall, but did not get it. 

MAJ. JOSIAH BOYDEN. 

was one of the five persons, includ
ing Solomon Harvey, John Butler, 
Daniel Gates, Jonathan Knight, 
forming a committee, who released 
Lt. Spaulding from confinement in 
the jail, Nov. 8, 1774. [See pages 10 
and 27]. 

Josiah Boyden, sen., came from 
Framingham, Mass., to this tOWll, 
soon after the close of the Revolu
tionary war, and settled on the farm 
where Timothy Brown now lives. 
His wife died before he came. He 
had a large family. In a few years 
he Temoved from Dummerston with 
Jonathan, his son, and two or three 
other children, to the interior of 
Vermont, leaving here Josiah, jr., 
Isaac, Thomas, Nathaniel, and 
three daughters. The sons settled 

Dix, which was probably the first 
~)lle built in .town. He was major 
III the RevolutIOnary war. 

His father, sometimes called "Col. 
Si," was in the French and Indian 
war. Isaac, brother of Josiah, Jr., 
was born Jan. 1, 1750. His birth
place and his mother's maiden name 
are unknown. He married Eliza
beth Laughton, born Mar. 25, 1750, 
and settled south of Canoe brook in 
what has been called the Knight 
pasture and since owned by Willard 
Dodge. Red rose bushes are still 
growing on the old house-spot in 
the pasture west of Edward Chap
pell's residence. His brother, Thom
as, married Abigail Haven and had 
two children who died in childhood. 

Isaac, who married Elizabeth 
Laughton, had two sons: Thomas, 
b. Mar. 6, 1783, and Isaac Jr., b. 
July 13, 1785. 

After Thomas became of age, he 
spent a few years in a store at Put
ney. He marrted Margaret Laugh
ton, and lived on the paternal farm, 
taking care of his parents and an 
aged grandmother. During the 
winter season he taught school. 
He did mnch town business and 
was chosen to the state legislature 
several times. 

Isaac, his brother, studied medi
cine with Dr. Abel Duncan, and 
closed his studies wi th Dr. Alexan
der Campbell, of Putney. He mar
ried, May 7, 1809, Phebe Perry, of 
Putney, born Feb. 5, 1184, and re
moved to Windham, where he prac
ticed medicipe. Children: 

37 
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Phebe P., b. Feb. 3,1810, married 
1st, Beman Bemis, 2d, Amasa Clark; 

Lurancy, b. Nov. 23, 1814, d, 
1815; 

Isaac and Mary, twins, b. July 3, 
1821; Isaac m. 11'anny Wheeler, 
Mary m. Chester Denison. Both 
daughters went West and are still 
living. 

Dr. Isaac returned with his fami
ly to Dummerston and lived with 
his uncle, Major Josiah, and caring 
in part for him, as he was helpless 
from the effects of palsy. He was 
thus affiicted 4 years before he died. 
He and his wife were buried in the 
yard east of the Hollow, beside the 
graves of Thomas and Nathaniel 
Boyden. 

Nathaniel, b. Sept. 1730; was 
never married; died 1801. 

Major Josiah, jr., was born Feb. 
15, 1744; never had any children; 
died Jan. 4, 1818, .iE 74, and Lydia, 
his wife Jan. 28, 1839, JE 91 years. 

CAPT. ASA BOYDEN, 

a nephew of Col. Wm. Boyden, born 
Mar. 4, 1777, and died Oct. 11, 
1848, .iE 71. Martha Minot, his 
wife, born Mar. 28, 1785, died Oct. 
11, 1856, JE 71. It is a somewhat 
remarkable incident that each were 
born in the same month in different 
years, died on the same day of the 
same month, in different years; but 
were each 71 years' of age at the 
time of their death. Asa Boyden 
when quite young, went to live with 
his uncle, Col. Wm. Boyden, who 
had no children. He made Asa his 
heir, who always lived with his 
uncle William and took care of him 
and his wife in their old age. 

Jonathan Boyden, jr., married 
Ruth Jefferson, Mar. 14,1787. 

Capt. Asa had a brother, Alvin, 
who lived in Newfane. 

J azeb Butler, married Deliver
~HlCe Whitney. She was stster of 

Lydia, the wife of Josiah Boyden, 
jr. Butler lived near where James 
Reed now owns, north of the brook 
on the west side of the road. He 
removed thence to the old tavern 
where Nelson Willard now lives. 

rrhe children of Thomas and 
Margaret (Laughton) Boyden were: 

Betsey, b. Aug.13, 1811, m. Church 
JvIilIer; Anna, b. Dec. 23, 1812, died 
Oct. 10, 1823; Electa, b. Oct. 11, 
1817, m. Bradley Bemis; Margaret 
married Arba Spaulding. 

In 1814, Thomas Boyden bought 
of his uncle Josiah, jr., his mill and 
farm, giving him and his wife a 
life-lease on the place, as the old 
gentleman was helpless at that time. 
After his death, about 1S1D, his 
widow, Lydia (Whitney) Boyden, 
married Cornelius Jones, of Ches
terfield, N. H., who died in Nov. 
1823. She died at her nephew's, 
Henry Whitney, in Putney, Jan. 
1839, .iE about 92. 

Judith, a sister of Josiah, jr., 
married Sylvanus Ballad. H e built 
what is now, 1883, the west room of 
the house in which Job Knight 
lives. About 1792, he sold ~hi s. 
place to Isaac Boyden, and remoyed 
to Chest-erfield. N. H .. -where his 
wife, Judith, died Jul~' -1, 180li, in 
her 75th year. They had sHeral 
sons and a daughter, Elizabeth, who 
married 1790, John Day of Chester
field. A sister of Judith Boyden 
married Mr. Pike and liyed in 
Stratton. She was his second wife 
and had no children. The Dum
merston records state that Lucy 
Boyden was married to John Bntler, 
Oct. 16, 1788, and that Samuel At
wood married Hanna Boyden, Nov. 
17, 1788. 

.JOSIAH BOYDEN, SEN., 

was a soldier in the French and 
Indian war. On one occasion, 
he was with a company of soldiers 
sent to rescue a little village in 
the eastern part of Mass., from 
an attack by the Indiansl whq W<:lre 
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burning the dwellings and killing the 
inhabitants. The soldiers discharged 
theil' guns at the Indians, killing sever
al of them. The Indians then, with a 
savage yell, tm-ned upon the soldiers 
with their toma1lawks. A ~talwart In
dian with his weapon of death raised 
above his head, started for Boyden, who 
was a man of snperior strength, above 
medium size, quick and bold in the 
pres .mee of chwger. He turned his gun, 
stl'llck the Indian a blow that knocked 
him down, snatched the tomahawk from 
his hand, and sunk it deep into his head, 
thus dispatching his enemy in an insta nt. 

the house. It was startled by 1wr sud
den appearance at the door j but she 
turned quickly and hurried around the 
outside of the house , thinking that the 
bear would follow her tracks. She jlldg
ed rightly, for on making the c;ircuit 
and reaching the door, she found the 
room vacatea, dodged in and fastened 
the door against bruin. Looking out the 
window in a few minutes, she saw the 
bear g'oing into the woods, and was hap
pily relieved by her stratagem. Some of 
thc clothing spun, wove, and made for 
her first child, Thomas , born iVIar. 6, 
1783, is in possession of her grand-

His son, Isaac Boyden, served in the daughter, .Mrs. Electa Boyden Bemis, 

R Ejvolutionary war, a little more than 
one year. Josiah, Sen., was a black
smith j and in the fall after he settled in 
Dummerston, he built a log-shop, burn
ed a coal pit, and began work at his trade. 

having been kept one hundred years. 
Thomas Boyden took the job of rals

ing up the old meeting house in 1817, 
and putting beneath granite under-pin
ning. H e hired H cnry HOllghton of this 

One of his arms was somewhat stiff town, who married Sally Perry, sister 
fi'om the effects of a wound in or near of Dr. I saac Boyden'S wife to help him. 
the shoulder, macle by the tomaha wk of Houghton was an excellent mechanic 
an Indian. His shop stood on the west and had served 7 years ill Montreal to 
side of the brook that runs west of learn his trade. He made the pulpit and 
Timothy Brown's buildings. The site 
of the shop and old coal-pit near it may 
be seen at the present day. 

The house in which Major Boyden 
lived when he bonght the grist-mill at 

the Hollow, was afterward sold to J 0

seph Crosby and removed to its present 
location where Franklin Crosby now 
lives. 

During the first year that Isaac and 
Elizabeth Boyden lived on their place 
south of Canoe brook, abont 1782, Mrs. 
Boyden, one day , went to the spring, a 
few rods from the house, for a pail of 
water. 'Vhen she returned in a few 
minutes, she found a large black bear 
in her room looking abont to see what 
he could find. The bear had pushed 
open the door, whieh Mrs. Boyden had 

some of the pews in front, in the old 
church. lUr. Boyden learned theart of 
surveying land and was a surveyor ma

ny years: Aft~r his death the compass 
and cham \~h!Ch he used were sold to 

Flamuel Kmght. 
. MAJOR ~OSIAH • 

and WIfe, not havmg any chIldren, 
took several orphan children to care 
for as their OWD. The first was his broth
er, Thomas's little girl , Lydia, a name
sake of his wife. She died at the age of 
3 years. Another child whom they took, 
wa~ Jason Duncan, son of Daniel and 
Zurvilla Duncan. His father died in the 
Revolutionary war, leaving a wife and 
three young children. The boy was hon
est and faithful, and when he died at 
the age of 12 or 13 years, Mr. Boyden 
and wife mourned for him as for their 

carelessly left unlatched, and entered own child. His mother died Oct. 30, 
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1812 aged 65. H er daughter, ZurvilJa , ! act10ns. He was often chosen as th e 
m. Levi Goddard. The other daughter, guardian of orphan children and to set
Beula h, married her cOllsin, J a80n Dun-II tIc the estates of th e deceased, which he 
can and lived in Newfane. Mrs. DUll did to the satisfaction of all concenwd. 
can was left without a home at the time 
of her husba nd's death. Isaac Boyden, 
.Joseph Temple Jr., and others in that 
;neighborhood, built for her, at their own 
,,expense, ,;11. smallllOuse which stood on 
'th e west ,side ,of the Toad south of th e 
'Isaac 'Reed place. She was aided by 
'them still more in harvest time, each 
,year, as long as she lived. Znrvi1la, her 
,daughter,' learned to weave many dif
ferent patterns of table-linen and bed· 

; spreads. Beulah, her sister, taught 
; school several tenns in that district. 

Dorcas Ha11e was another child tak
. en into the family of Major Boyden. 
,Her mother died and left two litt1e girls. 

Her father lived west of t,11e roa.d not 
,far from where Mrs. Joel 'Wheeler's 
,buildings now stand. She m. Samuel 
,Adams, Nov. 7, 1805, and several 
years afterward removed to Brookline. 

,GOV. THOMAS CHITTENDEN'S LETl'ER TO 

'MAJOR BOYDEN. 

"Arlington, 30th of Dec'r 1784. 
Sir:- In pm'suallce to 

an act of Assembly past Last october , 
ordering that all the property of Charles 
Phelps, which had been taken from him 
on account Df his opposing the author
ityof this State and Not disposed of 
for the Benefit of the State, should be 
returned to him on Sartin Conditions, 
'Which Conditions has been Complyed 
with on his Part, you -are therefore di
rected to Deliver to the s'd Charles 
Phelps His Sword, jf you have the 
S ame in your Hands, and the Same has 
not been sold or disposed of by anthor
ity for the Benefit of this State." 

I am s'r your H'bl Serv't. 
THO'S CHITTENDEN. 

"MAJOR BOYDEN" 

CHARI,ES PHELPS of Marlborough in 
the Co. of Windham. 

He was highly esteemed for his integ
rity and judgment, in all business trans-

The widow and the father1ess alway~ 
found him the judieious adviser and the 
faithful friend . 

For a man in the ordinary walks of 
life, he had also acquired an uneommon 
knowledge of the condition of the world 
and took a deep interest both in its po· 
litical and moral state, and was especi
ally interested in the African race , for 
w lIich he thought others felt far too lit
tle, and his sympathies were decidedly 
in favor of the coloniza tion movement. 

COL. WILLlA~I BOYDEN 

was chosen overseer of the pOOl' at the 
first town meeting in 1772, died Sept. 
19, 1822, aged 76. Joanna, his wife, 
died Feb. 5,1847, aged 92 years. His 
brother, Isaac, died June 9,1813, aged 
63. Elizabeth, his wife, died Feb. 8, 
1834, aged 84. Thomas, son of Isaac 
"ras the husband of Margaret Boyde!'!, 
who died Jan. 6, 1879, aged 91 years. 

BARZILLAI RICE, 

one of the fourtt·en signers for a: setders 
meeting, 1771, was chosen 2d constable 
at the first town meeting, in 1772. His 
wife's name was Silence . No record of 
their deaths. Their children were: 
Olivcr, b. Nov. 1765; Hannah, bom 
Dec. 1, 1767; Barzillai, born Mar. 8, 
1770; Lydia, b. Mal'. 14, 1772; J eza
niah, b. June 1,1774; Reuben, b. Sept. 
3,1776; John, b. Dec. 8, 1778; Jo
siah, b. Sept. 23, 1781; It will be seen 
that Oliver Rice was born before the 
twin children of Charles D avenport; 
also Levi Robinson, son of Ezra and 
SarahRobinson, was born Oct. 21,1765. 
Hall, in his history relates two or three 
incidents of Barzillai Rice's experience 
as deputy sheriff in 1782. 
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HUFD S SARGEANT. Thomas 1. His parents were Sainuel 
One of the fourteen signers for a settlers' and Hannah (Hill) Duttoll, )lutrried 
meeting in 1771, was chosen 1st. COll- about 17L:l. Their Eldest child, ,Jolttl, 
sta11e in 1772. He died }lav. ;2;), 1826, was born O(;t. 18, 1715. She was a 
~\gec1 86. His wife, Susanna, died June widow when malTied to Mr. Dutton. 
10, 1774, aged 37 years. Her father was Joseph \hdkcl'. 

Their (hildren's names on !'e("()!'cl al'e ; j Samu.el of Dummers.oll, married ill 
John, b. Dec. 8, 1776; Sally, 1. Sept. Bedford, Aug. 19,17'10, Martha Lane. 
;;), 177~J; Uufus, b. ,Jail. U, 1782; Su
anna, b. Apr. 26, 178,}. [see John 
Sargeant f:unily papers, pagB 21J 

SAMUEL DUTTON ,TUN., 

was the son of Samuel Dutton, and 
married Rebec(~a French, sister of \Vil
liam French killed. in the 'Yestmiuf'ter 
massacre, and Nathaniel, Asa and Jo
el were her brothers. He died Nov. 21, 

1829, aged 87. l{ebecca, his wife, died 
July 25, 1809, aged 60 years. Theil' 
.children were: 

Rhoda, h. Mal'. 21, 1771, m. Peleg 
Winslow}'eb. 16, ,794; 

. J Samuel,1. Oct. 28, 1772, married 

Abigail HodgskillB of DoYel', died Feb. 
18, 1835; 

David, b. July 25, 1774, died Oct. 
11, 1774; 

WilYiam, b. A<lg. 27,1775, d. Apr. 
2[;, 17~Jl; 

Betsey, b. Aug. 26, 1777, m. Steph
en IYood"ury Feb. 17, 17~J8, d. July 
27, 1837; . 

Lucy, b. Jan. 2~J, 1781, married 
,John Woodbury, died Dec. 25, 1825; 

Rebecca, 1. July 22, 1783, married 
Itbal:nar Chamberlain, ,JUlle 15, 1863; 

Sally, b. Sept. 26, 1785, m. Silas 
Whitcomb; 

Philinda, b. Nov. 9, 17.91, m. Dr. 
Isaac N. Knapp, d. Jan. 15, 1835. 

The ancestors of 
SAMUEL DUTTON SEN., 

a first settler in Dummerston, were 
residents of Billerica, Mass., where he 
was born, Oct. 15, 1718. He descend
ed from Samuel DuttOll 3, John 2, and 

6 

b. in Billerica, M.ar. 17, 1721. Their 
children, 10m in Bedford (formerly a 

part of Billerica), wcre Pattee, b. Apr. 

10,1742; Samuel, b. July 11, 1743; 

Hannah, b. Apl'.21, 1745; Seth, born 
Apr. 9, 1747; David; Stephen; and 
Asa, born 1759. No record of others. 

The family eallle to Dmnmerstoll. 
with four sons befure 1770. David m. 
Polly Higgins, 1782; ~tepbell's wife is 
not n amed in the record; Asa m. Polly 
Tarble about 1783. He died Feb. 11, _ 

1836, aged 76; Polly, his wife, died 
Apr. 22, 1827, aged 68. Their children 
were Polly, 1. Oct. 23, 1785; Patty, 
b. Aug. 3, 1787; Susau, born June 8, 

1789; Asa, b. May 13,1791; Sibyl. 
b. Jail. 4, 1793; Sally, bom Mar. 2, 
1796; Lucy, b. Dec. 17, 1797; Steph
en, b. J UIle 24, 1801. Asa Dutton 2d 
died Mar. 23, 18G8, aged 7G yrs. the 
same age as his father when he died. 

Mary, his wife, died Dec. 4, 1864. 
Samuel and Martha Dutton settled 

OIl. lot No. 74, now the well-known 
Rice ti1l'm, which hesoldin 1777, with 
improvements, to Ephraim l-lice for 
$500, and in the same 'year, bought of' 
JOIl.athan Knight lot No. 49, where he 
remained, d'(ring life. He was living 
in 1802, and his wife, Martha, in 1786 
when the farm was deeded in equal 
shares to Asa and Stephen. 

Samuel Jr. bought of pl"Oprietors in 
1770, lot No. 122 (in the Hague). He 
sold it in 1782, and purchased lot No. 
51, the farm where Daniel IY. Gates 
now lives. It was his home t.he rest 

41 
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of life. He married, late in life, A.una th e cultivation of the finest garden in 
(Nancy) 8 hambcrlain of Chesterficld, town, in which are grown several vari
N. H ., fo r his second wi fe, who sur - eti es of choice grapes. He has been 
vived' him 33· years, and died Oct. 20, prospered ",5 a farmp,r and gained , t. 
1862, aged 87. H e left eonsiderable . competence for old age by a li fe of hard 
property for his family . work and habits of economy . His BOlll 

Samuel , li vled half a milc Borth of his . and graud-so n have ma.de m<lny im
father'<i'esidence, where no buildings provements 0 11 t·he farm. The well-buil t 
.ll'e now standing, but an orehard of sla te stone walls a long the roadside, th e 
young apple trees sUlTounds the locality . well cu ltivated and productive fi elds, 

ALONZO DUTTON, 

w hose portrait is here given was uorn 
Aug. 20, 1803. 

Winslow, b. 1805 i M.EII-Y, b. 1808, 
m. Oct./, 1833 , Daniel P. Kingsley, 
of Brattleboro , died July 18, 1851 i 

Cylinda, U. F eb. 27, 18]2, m. Mar 
:27, 1830, Manor Smith; JVtannasseh, 
h. Aug, 1823, died Sept. 14, 1850. 

~Ir . Dutton bought Sept . 6, 1819, 
the farm near Connecticut. r iver which 
Alonzo , his son, has owned many years. 

H e married Oct. 25, 1827, Harriet, 
daught.er of E llOs Goss, who died .June 
9, 187:2, ~ 65. Children : 

Adin A., b. Od. 28,1828, and Sarah 
F., b. July 17 , 1837, d. D ec. 12, 1859. 

He married 2<1, :iYIary, widow of 
George Hildreth, June 1:2 , 1873. 

Adin A. married J an . 1, 1850, Fan
ny M., daughter of John Kathan, and 
lives with his famIly, in the two-story 
house on the parental farm which he 
and his son, :lI1yron F., have managed 
several yea.rs. Chilclren : Mary E. died 
young; Myron F . i Hattie A., married 
Adin F. Miller; and Jennie F. 

They make the ninth generation, of 
the Dutton fami ly, as here recorded,
the whole record covering a period of 
nearly 250 years . 

Alon zo Dutton was town r epresenta
tive in 1854, and has been selectman 7 
years. H e and his wife are pleasantly 
situatedl1ear his son's residence, and, 
being pas t hard labor, he tnkes pride in 

th e neat-looking buildings, shaded in 
part uy rows of stately m.aples, a re ev 
idences of good management by pro
gressive and dil1gent farmel's. 

. ASA j) OTTON, 

cliedFeb. 11, 1836, JE 76; Polly, hi s 
wife, diell Apr. 22, 1827. ].8 68. Theil' 
children were: 

pony, b. Oct. 23-, 1/85 r Patty, born 
Aug. 3, 1787; Susan. b ..June 8, 1789 ; 

Asa, b. May 13, 1791 ; SibyL born 
Jan. 4, 1793; 8alIy, h. }lar. 2. 17%; 

Lucy, b. D ec. 17 , 179 i: St(}pheu. 
born June 24-, 1A01. Asa DuttOll :2d. 
died Mar. 23, 1868, .IE 76: [ see page 
40] Mary, his wife rl. Dee. -1 , ] 864, 
aged G8. 

~ATHAXIEL FRENCH, 

settled in Dummerston, on what is call
ed the" I,uke Norcross" place, in 1768 . 
H e was brotlwr of William French, kiU
ed at tlte ,Vestminster massacre, alsu 
of A~a, who marri ed .Mary Rice Apr. 
17, ]7R3, R.ebecca , who ma.rried Sam'} 
Dutton. Joel , who married Polly Bailey 
Oct, 29, 1794. Asa and M ercy Frenell 
were rhe parents of .J onathan French. 
who died in this town, Jan. 18, 1864 aged 
73. 

)lA1'HANTP.L FRENCH SRN., 

the father of William, killed at West 
minstel' , and N athanieIJr.,diedJune 8, 
1801, aged 81 years . He was born in 
Billerica, M ass ., Feb . 2, 1720, and de
scended from William 3.,John 2., 'iViI
li am 1. His m other , Elizabeth Frost, 

http:daught.er
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wa.s born in the same town, Aug. 31, I first Llood shed in the Revolutionary 
1723, dan . of vVilliam 3., Jmnes 2., iwar. Frank Moor, Esq., the genial 
,) ames 1. They were married Sept. ;?,'3 , editor of the Songs and Ballads of the 
1744 . T<:Iizabeth (01' Betsey), his wife, Ameri can Revolution "ha.d in his pos
·di"d Sept. 20 , J777. One Joanml French sess ion a ballad published in 17,9, in 
<di ed Sept. 9 , 1800 , ""ged 7;? One Jon- I which reference is made to the death of 
a than French with two other boys, Frost 1Willittl.n Frcneh, as follows : 
.and RiC'harclsoll from Bill€riea , were kill
ed by the Indians June 1G , 1748 , while 
on their way from Hinsdale east of the 
Connedicut river, to F ort Dummer. 

Nathaniel French ~en. was a resi
dent of Brattleboro at the time his son 
was killed. In 17134, his house W~1.S the 
most north-eastern dwelling in tha t town 
and was very ;J('.,U the soutb ern line of 
Dnmmerston. The name N atbaniel 
French appears in the census of 1771, 
in the list of both tOWI1 S, and Hall, in 
his History of Eastern Vermont , makes 
the mistake of supposiug there was 
.only olle Nathauiel French whose Dame 
was t.wice recorded , being claimed by 
both towns. 
The fact is , that fa ther and son had t.he 
same name, the former residing in Brat
tleboro, the littter in Dummerston, when 
the census was t.'tken. The French fam
ly in 1769, resided in Fort Dummer, 
but afterward, removed to the home in 
which they lived in 1784. Th~ site of 
the French house formed a part of t.he 
farm known in 1857 as "t.he old Will
ington place," since owned by Church 
Miller and now owned in 1881 by Milton 
Mill er . 

The son came to this t,own when 21 
y ears of age, marked out and cleared up 
the land .which made him a good farm 
near W eflt river. The large button-wooG. 
tree now standing in front of the house 
was set out by him. Betty, his wife was 
a widow Duncan. 1\'Irs. Norcross, the 
grand-daughter, lived and died on the 
old homestead. The blood of ",Villiam 
French, shed at West-minster, ,vas the 

"Bnt Yenge,m ce let us Wreak m y nOr~ 
[;'01' Matron , :M aid, U1Hl Spinster : 

Whose joys are t1e(1 whose Hom es a re sad . 
For the Youth of Recl Westminste r. " 

The children of Nathaniel Sen. and 
Betsey French were Betsey, b . .NLar <;h 
13, 1776, rio May 1G , 1776: Sa muel, 
h. Mar. 13, 1777; 

William, b. Oct. 9, 1778; Ephraim, 
b..June U, 1780; Betsey, b . Oct. ;?7, 
1782; Ly~lia, b. July H, 1784; 

Ollie; b. Ma.r. 10, 1786; N athaniel, 
h. Nov. 17, 1789. 

Nath'l Freneh Sen. <lied JUli e 10, 
1.811, 'l,,ged 64; his wife died M ar. 10 , 
18;?8, aged 72 years . Samuel, son of 
Nathaniel Sen. m. Sarah G ates, June 
15, 1800 ; William Ill. Lydia Esta
brook, Oct. 4 , 1801 ; Ephra im married 
Priscilla. Duncan Oct. 14 , 1804 ; 

Betsey m. .Jesse Mauley Sept. 27 , 
1810; Lydia m. Amasa Ma,nley Jan. 
26, 1806; Ollie 111. Moses Roel, Nov. 
22, 1807; Nathaniel m. Sally Walke!' 
-1811. 

Louisa French, widow of Luke Nor
cross, died of t.yphoid fever, N~v. 17, 
1881, aged nearly 74 years. She was a 
daughtel'ofEphrairn French, and grand
daughter of N athaniel French. . 

ISAAC MILLER. 
The original survey parchment of the 

town of Dummerston , made in 1767, is 
signed by Ebenezer "'Vaters . Nearly 
all the parchment is much faded. Pron
ably I saac Miller was one of thecompa
ny who made the survey, as he was em
ployed that year by the heirs of the 
late Gov. Dummer to. layout the town
ship called Dummerston. If Isaac Mil-

J 
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ler had any claim or right to the town
ship of Walpole,N .H., as staed in a 
hiographical sketch of l\:[ajol' Charles 
Dana :NI1l1er of Newark, Ohio, and it 
must have been long- before " 1763," 
for .John J{ilbl1l'TI pnrehased "the 
whole" township and was a settler 
t here ill 174(J, according to the history 
of Walpole, publi shed in 1880. 

The history of Northfield, Mass .. 
records th e event tIntt ".John l{ilbllrn 
started from 'vVeathcrsfield, ill 1740, 
stopped at Northfield with his family 
w heee he was taxed 1741, and t.h en mov
ed on to No. 3 (Walpole). The tOWJl 
was chartereel and orga nized in 175"2. 
from which time officers tal' the town 
have been chosen annllally, and- so late 
as 1763, abOllt J5 families resided in 

the plac e. 


Col. Benjamin Bdlows, who it is cJail):

ed, gQJt the lauel away hom Miller after 

he hacl rightfully 0btained it. lJad trouble 

with KilLurn; but he bravely replied, 

"No! I bought the whol e and paid for 

it, and it is a ll mine, and I ",'ill ha ve all 

or none." May it not be that the follow

ing letter, writlell by Isaac Miller, ex 

plains the whole tro~lble he had :tbont 

the ownership of land? The letter was 

taken t1'om the papers of Col. I srael 

Williams , now in the l\Iass . Historical 

Society at Boston. The writer is in

debted to H on. George Sheldon of Deer

field, Mass. for a coPY of'the letter for 

this publication, and he wrote: 


"I give you the paper just as I cop
ied it, some part an abstract , some ver
batim, only I did not follow the spelling, 
as I should , were I to publish it. " 

Sept. 4 , 1772, Isaac Miller writes to 
Col. I srael 'WilIiams as the last survivor 
of 16 to whom was granted the Equiv
alent Lands above Fort Dummer. He 
has a copy of the d.eed fi'om Connecticut 
Rnd has been informed th ere was a 

deed frum the natives of the s}~me land 
to 16 gentleman, bu t of' lnrgerextent 
that both deeds had been confirmed by 
the Board of' Trade & Plantation. 

i ' l was employed same years agone 
by Gov. Dummel' to take care of the 
above farm to ~ee that the timber was 
not destroyed & the owner'S had 
ag eed with me to layout one part of the 
above said fal'm into a township but the 
wars with the French &Indians prevent
ed any further proceedings at Chat time 
So all things lay dorma,nt unteTI the death 
of Gov. Dummer &; the wars ceased & 
the heirsol"Gov. DumIlle1' employed me
again to Jay out a part of said farm illte
a tow'nship in the year 17G7 & my hav
ing a large fiLlniTy caused nv- to remove 
fi'om "Vorccster to t!:Ie Eqnivfllent farm: 
and settled a. town in said farm called 
Dummerston, not thinkiI'Ig but our title 
was as good as any ill the British Do
minions. But Col [Sanmel] W ell s; 
agent from N ew Y ork came and dema n·· 
ded $1440 for a new Patent with a quit 
rent of 2s Gd each 100 acres. I told our 
people I should do 110 such thing. We 
had a good title Irom Conn., the natives, 
and a chalier from N e,v Hampshire, 
I shalf not go to York for a Patent, bnt 
"Yells and his Yorkers try all that li es 
in their poweT to disturb'us and make 
dissenters among us ." Begs advice, in· 
formation & assistance from him & 
Col. Patridge. "Our lines have fallen ill 
arbitrary places (Gennings Patent) 
these .J Itcobitcs are pleased to call OUl' 

lands." &c. 
The Equivalent Lands were sold at 

Hal·tford, 24th and 25th of Apr. 1716 
in 16 shal'es to 21 pel'Sons alTllong whom 
were Anthony Stoddard , Esq., Boston , 
William Bmttle, Cambridge, clerk ,- 1 
share each; William Dummer , Booton, 
merchant, hi s brother, Dr. Jeremiah 
Dummer, one half share each. The 
shares were aIlotted in June 1716. The 
whole of the land aIluded to as Dummer 
was known by the name ofDuanmerston 
previous to 1753 , when the Equivalent 
I,ands tog-e thel' with a " collsiderable 
quantity of other lands," surveyed by 
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.JoSE'ph Blanchard of Amherst, 01. II., 
in the year 1750, were divided into three 

, townships olle of which was ca lled Full
um. The name was changed back to 
Dllll1mel·st.on to commemorate the llam'e 
of \\Tm. Dummer , the oldest proprietor 
who dil'd 1761, aged 74 yrs. The town 
was cl\ lled by both names about 25 yearR, 
the time ofthe charter. Thelarge family 
of Isaac Miller refercd to in his letter. 
w hen he removed to "Mass . in 1770, 
llumbered 12 childrell. 

PAPER FOR THE )[[LLER l'A.III,Y, FROM 

)O[]{. iYlJLLER OF NEWARK. 

}IILLER: )'lAJOR CHARLES DANA , was 
born in 3ft. Vernon , Ohio, September 
8. 1836, and moved to N ewark in the 
spring of 1857. His fam ily has an an
cient and honorable lin e<~ge, dating back 
(lyer two hundred years in America.. and 
ante-dating from its emigra tion to Amer
ica into traditiunal genealogy another 
centmy in Scotland. 

The Millers, of Scotland, were ofSax
on origin, and followed the leadership of 
Edward, who conquered the Picts and 
fOoJnded Edinburgh, A. D. 449. The 
history of the family is rather obscure, 
until about the year 1600 , wilen the 
co uutry was distracted by civil war,'as
suming a religious character between 
Protestantism and Catholieism. The 
Millers took sides with the Protestants, 
and later with t.he Pl'esbyterians or Co v
enantel'S, when persecllted by James the 
First, in his efforts to est.ablish Episco
pacy. The laws against Presbyterianism 
were so abitrary that it led to great dis
order and opposit.ion by the inhabitance, 
and many personal encounters passed be
tween the liberty-loving Scots and the 
minions of the king, in the enforcement 
of obnoxious laws. The name of James 
Miller is found twice recl)rded in a list of 
those who paid fines for transgresSing 
the laws in the city of Edinburgh, and 
is recorded in this quaint style: 

"The COlnpt of nlony resauit in fra siclr pm'sone 
as hes tl'an sgl'est aga,nest the sttttutis ana 01'(1
enances of the gui(l toun; the namis ot" the per· 
sones tb>1t pay it, an(l sonm tbat evrie m all pay 
it, bcgining at Mychelmas.1608 yiers, tin JlIycll· 
elmas the rier of God, 1609 yiers, the time of 
thair offiees of Qaill yiers , as follows: .Jam es 
Miller, for heing found be the gail'd, at twe]v(~ 
hours at even, with one sword dl'a.win o..tJames 
Havrie, £ 4. James Mill er, for the blnid wyte of 
Patryk Chalmers, £9 ISd." 

The oppression of the Covenanters led 
many to seek the shores of America 
where they could worship God without 
restraint,and one Senior Mill er and his 
son James (WIIO are the direct progini
tors of this family in America), emigra
ed from Edinburgh about the year 1660. 
They gettled in Charlestown, near Bos
ton, and joined the established Prcsby
teri ttIl church at that place. vVe find re
corded in th e Genealogical dictionary 
of the first settlers of New England. 
"James Miller, the Scotsman, Charles
town, admitted to First church , Decem
del' 17 , 1676, and made freeman, May 
23, 1677, al~d died July 14, 1690. His 
wife. Mary, joined the church August 5, 
1677, being b<l,pti sed that day with her 
eight children-James, Mary, Robert, 
Job, Abraham, Isaac, Mercy anc1Jane. 

The record of hi8 father 's death , Aug 
1, 1688,calls him ' Sen,' an aged Scots
man about seventy." 

Isaac Miller, the son ofJames, remov
ed t~, Concurd, Massachusetts, and after
wards to \Vorcester about the year 1718. 
His son Isaac, born in Concord, May 7, 
1708, married in V{orcester one Sarah 
Crosby, and reared a large family. In 
1770, the year of the Boston massacre, 
he removed to Dummerston, Vermont, 
which . town he surveyed and settled. 
John, the son of Isaac, jr., was born in 
vVorcester, December 20,1756, and liv
ed and cUed a farmer in Dummerston. 
His son, James, who was born in Dum
merston, December 16,1783, emigrated 
to Ohio in 1814, and se tIed in Knox 
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county, what is now Miller townsbip, 
named in his honor. His :; 011, .Tames 
vVarner, born in Dummerston , Vermont. 
July 8, 1807, settled first in Newark, 
ahout the year 1826, afterwards in :!\'It. 
Vernon , wherc he married in J SB 3, and 
raised a large family, the second son of 
which, Charles D. Miller , is the subject 
of this sketch. 

The genealogical order of the eight gen
erations as far as authenticated, will then 
stand as follows: ''First, Sen. :Miller, 
born in Edinburgh, Scotland, aLont 
1613; second, ,Tames Miller, Lorn in 
EdinLUl'gh, Scotland, about 1640; third, 
Isaac :iVIilIer, Lorn in Charlestown, 
Massachusett5, about. 1670; fourth, 
Isaa,c Miller, jr., born in Concord, 
Massachusetts, in 1708; fifth, .Tohn 
l\filler, born in Dummerston, Vermont, 
in 1783 ; seventh , James ,Varner Miller, 
born in Dummerston, Vermont, in 1807; 
eighth, Charles Dana Miller, born in 

Mt. Vernon, Ohio, in 1836. 

In order to pre,')ent the history of this 
family lllore in detail we must return to 
tbe Scotish ancestors. 

Many of the Scotch Millers attained 
eminence in literature and science. The 
<lncestors of Hugh Miller, the great ge
ologist" were a seafaring race. Among 
the great writers were John Miller, of 
Lanarkshirc, professor of law in th e 
university of Glasgow; James Miller , 
of Ayr, physician and chemist, and ed
itor of the fourth edition of the Encyclo
pediaBritanica; James Miller, professor 
of surgery in the university at Edin
burgh; Thomas ]Yrlller, of Glenlee, 

sions according to the fancy of the bear
er, or as conferred by heraldic la w. The 
chief points, as borne by all the Scotch 
families, are: first, the ('0101' orthc shield 
(white); second, the Moline cross. 
which represents the fignre of'the iron 
that snpports the upp"r mill stone; 
third thc wavy bar in the base. and last. 
the mllllet,or rowel ofa spur. A descrip '
tion of the anns borne by the Americau 
branch of the family , as near as can be 
uuthent,ica,ted, and as expressed in herald
ic t.erms, is as follows: Argeut, a cross 
moline , azure. 1n chief, sccond, bordure 

of three cinqllefoils , gulcs, lozenge be
tweeu two mullcts ; sinster chief lozenge 
between two mnlett. In fes5ee, hand 
with fhst and second fingers extended, 
two arms with hands clasped, moline 
cro~s, sahle, Lctween fOll), hearts; in 
base wavy bands of vert; crest, lion 
rampant with molinc cro~s, sablc, be
tween paws motto, Opl1"ma Cotlo. [:11 ';

one A1tgetUl'. 

A very complete record has been 
baron and lord justice clerk of court of pl'eserved of the family of Isaac Miller, 
sessions. jr., the grandson and great-grandson 

The ancieut coat of arms of this fam of the Scot,ish emigrants. He was a 
ily, adopted by t,he various Scotch staunch RepUblican in the troublesome 
branches, bears a similarity in the chief times preceding the outbreak of th e 
points of the field; the only variations R evolution. Being a surveyor by pro
appearing in minor objects in the divisi- fession,he became useful in the settlement 
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of the thell uew (:ollntry north ""of iVlaS,,""'! James, Levi, Sally, Polly, Rosanna, Su
achusetts, but his enterprises Illet wit.h san,-and ,Tohn B. Rosanna and Susao 
disaster through the machina tions of the are still living-the former eighty-six 
tools of the king, who IHtd set a mark and the latter eighty -follr years of age. 

IIpon all Republieans. In 1763, he, .Tames !\'[iller, who wasbom in Dum
with others, were granted a township of merston, Vermont, Dec. 16, ] 783, was 
land iu N ew Hampshinl, which they 
settled and payed for, but bya subterfuge 
t.he British court , then in session in 
Worcester , re-grantec1 it to General 
Bellows, a tory. He moved his family 
ill 1770, to Dummerston, Vermont, 
which town he surveyed and settled. 
Isaac Miller, .ir., had twelve eh ilctren. 
Vespatian was a soldier in the ola French 
war, and afterwards followed the sea. 
Hosea was a farmer. Rosanna married 
Major .roseph Negus, of P etersham. 
Among her descendants are l\tJrs. Gen' l 
R. B. :iVlarcy, Mrs. General GeorgeB. 
:!\leCle\1an, MI·s. "Major YV. B. Rossell, 
of the United States army. Sarah mar
ried ~ila~ 'Vheele!, "cr. Petersham. Til
10tBon emigrated. ' to_New _York State. 
Patience married Dr. Thomas Amsden, 

"educated aL ,\Tilliams coll ege . I n the 
war of 1812 he was a member of the 
company of Captain Hayes--the fath er 
of President. Hayes. He emigrated to 
Ohio ill ] 8]4, and was six weeks rnak
iug the journey in wagons. He bought 
of the O'overnment a section of land iu 

o 
what is now Miller township, Knox 
county, which was then a howling wil
derness . .Tamps Miller was a gentleman 
of culture and highly esteemed by his 
neighbors fOI' his sterling worth, indus
tJ'y, and enterprise He married Sarfl.h 
vVarner , the eldest sister of Luke K. 
Warner, of Newark. They were mar
ried in 1806, neal' W ardsborough, Ver
mont, eight years before their depart
nre for Lhe W'"est. She was an accom
plished and educated young lady, of 

of Petersham. J oseph was a sold ier of ral'e personal beauty, a nd seemingly 
the war of the Revolution, and served 
seven years with distinction, being pro
moted to the rank of major, and merited 
the friendship and confidence of G en'l 
vVash ington. I saac was a cttptain in the 
Revolution, and was badly wounded 
early in the war near Boston. Marshall 
was a fanner and left many descendants. 

John, the great-grandfttther of the 

too tender for the hardships of pioneel' 
life , but she lived to see the primeval 
forest on her husband's land replaced 
by smiling and fruitful fields. They 
reared a family of eleven ehildren-
James 'Varner, Madison, Volney, H en
ry H., Mary M., Rosanna W., .John 
F., Harriet M., Sarah Warner, Dana, 

and Lucinda A. Of this family now re
subject of this sketch, was a Revolution- siding in N ewark may be mentioned 
My soldier, and subsequently became 
very prominent as a citizen ofVennont. 
Catharine mRrried a Mr. Knapp and 
reared a la rge family. vVilliam, the 
youngest, was a soldierin the latter part 
of the Revolution and rose to the rank 
of major. 

John Miller, who was born in vVor
cester, "Nlassachusetts, December 20, 
1756, had eight children- Lewis, 

James 'Varner , his sons, Charles D. 
and Philip D. j two daughters, Eliza
beth V. and Susan R. j John F. Miller 
alld one son, Edwin S.; also , Mrs. H. 
C. Bostwick, daughter of Madison Mil
ler. 

.Tames vVarner, the eldest, was born 
in Vermont, July 8, 1807, and emigra
ted to Ohio with his father. In 1826 he 
went to Newark and engaged with his 
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uncle, 'Villard 'Varner, wh o kept the 
old "Green House," OIl the present site 
of the Park hotel. In 1830, he moved 
to Mt. V ernon and engaged in business. 
In 1833, he married Mary G. Bryant, 
daughter of G ilman Bryant, E sq . , olle 
of the pioneers of Knox county. He 
reared a family of ten children-James 
Bryant, Charles Dana, Elizabeth V. , 
Edward Stanley, Sarah W'arner, Phil
ip Dennis , Mary Gilman, Francis 
'Varner, J en nie Ella, and Susan R. 
James W arner Miller engaged ill busi
ness in lVIt. Vernon for ovel' forty years, 
and was widely known as one of the 
most industrious a nd enterprising mer
chants. H e removed to N ewark in the 
spring of 1879, where he now resides. 

This closes the success ion of th e pa
emal ancestors of Charles Dana Mil
ler . 

His maternal ancestors were a':lio of 
.old revolutionary stock. His mother, 
Mary Gilman Bryant, was th e daugh
ter of Gilman Bryan t, a pioneer of 
Knox county, whose father, David 
Bryant, was an officer in the R evolu
.olution, and a cousin of William Cullen 
Bryant, the poet. David Bryant married 
Mary G ilman, the daughter of Colonel 
JCl'emiah Gilman, in whose regiment 
(the N ew Hampshire line) he served. 
The genealogy of the N ew H ampshire 
G ilman's is thus narrated; 

In May, 1638: Edward Gilman, witii 
his wife, three sons , t.wo daughters and 

Canada. At a war-dance, Joseph was 
burnt. Andrew was sold to the Frendl. 
and imprisoned, but obtai ned favor of 
the governor and was permitted to work 
fOl' wages until he earned a sum snffi 
cien t to purchase his freedom. He re
turned to his old home, married, all(1 
had one son-.]eremi,th-and three 
daugh ters. J eremiah was born about, 
the yeal' 1721. 'When the Revo lutionary 
war broke out, he was commissioned a 
colonel and commanded a regiment iu 
the New H ampshire line. Hisdaught.er . 
:Nlary Gilman, married Lieutenant. Da
vid Bryan t., who served in his father-in
law's regiment during the Wal'. Lieuten
ant Bryant was the great-grandfather 
of the subject of this sketch. 

:rhe genealogica l successions of :hc 
nine generations in t.his line, therefore, 
st.and as follows; First, Edward Gil
man , bOfn ill Norfolk, England, aLout 
1600; second, 1l10ses Gilman, born in 
Norfolk, England, about 1630 ; thinl 
J eremiah Gilman, born in New M ark
et, N. H., in 1660; fourth, Andre\\" 
Gilman, born in New Market, N e\\' 
Hampshire, 1690; fifth, Jeremiah Gil
man (second), born in New Market, 
N ew Hampshire, about 1720; sixth. 
J\:Iary Gilman, born in Vermont, about 
1760 ; seventh, Gilman Bryant, bol'll 
in Vermont, 1784 ; eighth , Mary Gil
man Bryant, bom in Mt. Vernon, Ohio, 
1814 ; ninth, Charles D. Miller, boru 
in Mt. Vernon, Ohio, 1836. 

three servants, came from N orfolkeoun- , Nicholas G ilman, who was a dcle
ty, England, in the ship called the" De
light.," of Ipswich, and settled in Hlng
ham, Massachusetts. Moses, tile third 
son of Edward Gilman, lived in N ew 
Market., New Hampshire, and had six 
sons Captain J eremiah, born in 1660, 
had Thomas, Andrew , Joseph and oth

ers. The last. t.wo sons were captured 
by the I ndians, in 1709, and taken to 

gate to t.he convention in 1787, and sig'n
eli the constitntion of the United States, 
and the Hon. John Taylor G ilman , go .. 
ernor of New Hampshire, were deseend
ants of Edward G ilman. Cove mol' 
Lewis Cass wa~ a descendant of Moses 

G ilman. 

Charles Dana Miller received a good 
academic educa tion , which he greatlyI 
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improved in after life by lUucl: reading I dress parade while with the regiment, 
and travel. He moved to Newark ill I In 1864, wher. hIs regiment re-enlisted as 
1857, and engaged in business with 
Luke IC. 'Wamer, .doing a large and 
successful trade in tbe grain products 
o()f the tounty. 'WhC11 the war broke 
-out in 1861, he en li sted as a privato in 
"Captain Coman's company C, Seventy
;sixth Ohio regiment, aud was succes
.siveJ.y promote<! for meJitorious s{'rvi(,f~ 
1>0 first 8ergeailt, sergeant maj(J1'. first 

lieutenant and adjutant, captain and 
major by brevet. The latter rank was 
confen-ed by the President of the Uni
ted States. He was of light frame and 
delicate and nervous temperament, and 
seemingly ill adapted to endure the pri
vations of a soldier's lite, but in his 
<:ase, as well as in many others, actual 
service proved that physical proportions 
~md strength were counterbalanced by 
spirit and energy. During his whole 
term of service of three years and a 
month he never permitted himself to be 

excused from duty, although suffering 
physical disability , contracted by his 
devotion to the service. He was - twice 
slightly wtmnded, at Vicks~urg and 
Resaca, but coutinued on nuty without 
reporting his wounds, He was engaged 
in the battles of Fort D~nelson and 
Shiloh with credit, and during the Siege 
of Corinth, when the adjutant of the 
regiment aud adjutant gellel'al of the 
brigade succambed to disease, he was 
detailed to l)erform their duties, at the 
same time he performed the ardllous 
work as orderly of his company . It was 
here that his qualificatioas pointed the 
road to promotion, and his commaniing 
officer, wi.thout solicitation, obtained a 
commission for him as adjutant of the 
r egiment, to fill the vacancy of the late 
adjutant, who had resigned. H e contin
ued to perfol'm the duties of adjutant 
for nearly two years, never missing a 

7 

veterans he was promoted to a captaiLl
cy, alild placed in command of his old 
company C. He commanded this com· 
pany through the active, glorious Atlau
ta campaign, and ill Aug. 1864, was 
appointed acting a8sistant inspectol' gen 
eral, performing the laborious service 
pertaining to that office in a large brig
ade of nille regiments. 

Major Miller commanded the highest 
esteem. and cO.D.fidence of the colonel of 
bis regiment. He was conspicuous for 
his devDtion to the cause of the Union 
arms in hattie and in camp, At Arkan· 
sas Post he was mentioned in special 
orders fOl' his gallantry . At Atlanta, 
on the twenty second of .July, 1864, he 
led his company in advance of the reg
iment, bearillg the colors, and in the 
face r.f a .scorching fire, drove the ene· 
my fi'om earthworks and re-captured a 
fine battery of parrot guns . 

He presented a conspicuous target ItJ 

this enO'ao-ement but escaped the mis
'" b ,

siles aimed at him. His first lieutentant 
(Arnoln) was shot three times by his 
SIde, At Ships Gap, IV hile on the staff' 
of Colonel Milo Smith, he dil'ected the 
flank movement which I'esulted in the 

captnre of two Sonth Carolina compa· 
mes. 

On the twenty-eighth of July, neal' 
Atlanta, he stood for four hours en
couraging his men while bl'easting a 
fearful storm of musketry to which the 
regiment was subjected, The lists of en
gagements he participated in numbers 
forty or fifty, but the principle battles 
and sieges which will be prominent in 
history, may be mentioned: 
Fort Donelson, Shiloh, Siegeof Cor
inth, Chickasaw Bayou, Arkansas 
Post, Siege of Vicksburg, Jacksoll, 
Dallas, Resaca, Kenesaw n10untain, 
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Atlanta, July 22d and ,roD{'-sborol.1~h. 1 decidedly towal'll the study of a profes-· 
After th e expirat10n of his term. of j sion insteMl of m.ercanti le pltI"snit.". B tl 

sendce h8 received a!:! . honom ble di s- '[ inherited a taste for drawing and pa int 
charg ., November 18, 1864. The war : ing, and has· fu llowed· the nallmtl belli . 
practieally ended in the \Vcst at th iit imor~ Or less in an alIl<t te llr way (lm
"me. He returned to N ewark lurd agaill 
I<ngaged in. his· fonner IJUsi n.es~. 

In May, 18()5, he 1l1HITied Ln.cy Gil
mall Je\\-ett, daughter of David D. amI 
:Lucy J ew-ett, of N ewaJJ::. !::ihe was a 
nohle woman, a devoted Christian, a 
fond wife a nd DJ·other. This uni on, so 
promisi11g oflong happiness, termiua ted 
iill her C"J. rly deat.h, which oCCHrred J an . 

jng his leis'LlI"c momellts. His eye is al
most pel"f~et in. i ts cornprchensiou of 

forms, di&tallces amI colol's with rare· 
taSLe f01' lamlscape gltl·,leu·ing and 1"11

raj ooornment. He has been an ill
dastrio1l5 student of science amI history, 
his mind favoring geologieal research 
more than any other. He has· written 
many able artides for the presl' uponi 

:2, 18G9, leaving two infa nt ch ildrell- subjects iu harmony with his tastes. 

I'laughtel' and SOI1- Lucy J ewett , born 

Marc.14, 186G, an'd Chm']es Dion, born 

N ovem:ber 17, 1867. 

In 1875-76 . he engaged in the eommis

,ion bllsiness in·Chicago, retaining, how

ever, a branch busincss at N ewark . I n 

~ 87 7, he retufllecl to Ncwark and con


t inued in the grain trade, nnder t: te firm 

'l ame of Miller 8.- Root., and 18 at the 

present time t.ransacting a large bus iness 

in the products of the county. l\lajOl' 

}Iiller has alwayR bee];! ,m out-spokeu 

adherent to ,he principles he fough t for 

during the war, and although he has 

never a&pired to civil office, he has been' 

somewhat conspicuou.~ in his advocacy 

of" stalwart Republicanism." H e has 

taken It lively interest in th e organiza

tion'S and re-U:l1iolls of ex-s{)ldiers, being 

one of the first projector s of the Soldier's 

oociety ofLicking county , through whose 

in strumentality the glleat re-union was 

held in 1878 . 


He has been continuously elected: 
the secretary of the· society y and he pre
pared , and had published, the admirable 
report of the glocat re-union which gives 
a very complete record of Licking c0un
ty's participation in the war for the 

Union. 
1\I.IajOl" Miller's em'ly indinatimls were 

In religion he was brought. up iII the 
doctrines aad faith ot the Protestallt 
Episcopal church, and b€c ame a mem
ber of that denon:rinatou before entering
the ar:n.y, l)LI L his gene ral religious views 
ar\? of the most, li beral (" uameter , free 
fi:om b igotry a lId (lisposerl to reconeile 
at}d hal'lllOuize religion witb st:ience in 
its br03(rea sense . 

PAYER FOR :lJILL£R LDDLr It£.5I:llED 

RY }lR. :lU.KSFIJ::L.D. 

The motto of t11e 11iller t)mily pag€; 
46, may be t.ranslated, the best thiJlg
under Heaven is increased by nnion. 

CAPT. VESP~SlAN MILLER, 

was born JUlie 2, 1740, m.. Abigail 
Church, bom Jan, 28, 1744. She died 
Feb. 3, r802, of consumption , E 58._ 
H e died July 9,1812. Children: 

Anna m. Elijah Rice ; Abigail, m _ 
Calvin Sargeant; Sarah married Jolm 
Laughton ; Lovinna m. Solomon ·Wild

er, of Brattleboro ; Georgem. Nov. 30" 
1801, Dolly, da n. of Elias Wilder; .J0
seph, b. Ma r. 21, 1780, m. Elizabeth 
vVilsOll, Feb. 2, 1806; Eoward , bom 
Aug. 1785, m. Beula h Buruham , His 
son, Joel Miller lIves on the parentaI 
farm. l\'[rR. Vespasian Miller was or 
Swedish origin. 

The children of Joseph and EIiza

-
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abeth were David, b. 1806, d. 1811. 
Vespasian Ohurch, b. Nov. 26,1808, 
m. 	Betsey Boyden. 

Elizabeth, b. Nov. 27, 1811, m. 
Ira Ormsbee. 

Temperance, b. 1814, d. young; 
Joseph, b. Mar. 3, 1817, m. 1st 
Eliza Reed, 2d Sophia Arms. 

Lavinna, b. May 21, 1819, mar
ried William Knapp; Harriet b. 
1821, d . .AD 6. 

Joseph MiHer now lives on the old 
homestead of Oapt.Vespasian,which 
is also the parental farm. He is the 
present town clerk and has been 
chosen for 33 consecu ti ve years. In 
his possession is an olel Log-Book 
called the English Pilot, which his 
grandfather used when he followed 
the sea. It was printed by Thomas 
Page and Wilham Mount at the 
Postern on Tower Hill, London,and 
is dated, 1st part 1731, 2d, 1732. 
The size of the book is 18 inches by 
12, and two inches in thickness. 

Isaac Miller, father of 'iTespasian, 
removed his family from Worcester, 
Mass., to Dummerston, Mar. 5,1770. 
The following sketch of him is in 
Ward's History of Shrewsbury, Mass. 

f 	 Isaac Miller. whose wife was Sarah, 
had Vespasian, born June, 1740. 
Isaac Miller above the pond was 
highway surveyor in 1760, and liv
ing on house lot No. 27, in 1728. 

HOSEA MILLER, 

son of Isaac Miller, married Lydia 
'Vest, June 3, 1766; moved from 
Richmond, Mass., to Dummerston in 
1770; died May 7, 1796, .AD 54. His 
wife died Sept. 23, 1800, aged 54 
years. Their children were: 'iTes
pasian, b. Mar. 12, 1767; Martin, b. 
April 12, 1769.; Sylvanus, b. Dec. 
t,1771; Hosea, b. May 21, 1774; 

Lydia, b. Sept. 15, 1776, died Sept. 
30, 1777. 

Lydia 2d, b. Nov. 8, 1778, manied 
Dr. Abel Duncan, died in Shel
burne, Mass., May 1, 1869, 1S 90 
yrs. 6 mos., and was buried in Dum
merston; John Ohamberlain, b. May 
4, 1781; Polly, b.June 22, 1784; 
Electa, h. Jan. 15, 1787; Louis, b. 
Mar. 18, 1790. 

Lydia, who married Pl'. Duncan, 
remembered distinctly a circum
stance that took place on her fath
er's farm in 1787, or soon after 
Shay's Rebelion. Two men, who 
were refugees of that rebelion, 
boarded at her father's a few weeks, 
and, in making themselves useful, 
set out a number of young apple
trees in the orchard near the house. 
Six of those trees are now standing. 
One was recently, May, 1879, cut 
down and measured 34 incheR in di
ameter and 9 feet around it. 

BENJ .HUN JONES 

was one of the officers chosen at the 
first town meeting in 1772. His age 
and date of death are not known. 
Obedience, his wife, died Dec. 5, 
1791. Benjamin Jones, jr. married 
Mrs. Susanna Baldwin Apr. 8, 1774. 
She was the mother of l~Z children, 
three by her first marriage, and nine 
by her second. 

CAPT. CORNELIUS JONES 

was one of the delegates chosen Apr. 
6, 1775, to go with three others to 
Westminster «to consult on the best 
method for dealing with the inhu
man and unprovoked murderers of 
William French and Daniel Hough
ton." His wife's name was Mary. 
The names of the three children are 
recorded: 

Polly, b. Aug. 31, 1779; Sarah, 
b. May 18, 1783; Olarissa, d. Feb. 
19, 1785. 
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JOSEPH HILDRETH, 

(son of Joseph Hildreth, sen.,) one 
of the first town officers chosen in 
1772, died July 4, 1796 aged 72. 
Lydia, his wife, died May 26, 1799, 
aged~68; children: Hannah, b. July 
4,1776; Lydia, b. Feb. 16, 1778, d. 
April 26, 1780; Phebe, b. Sept. 7, 
1781; Joseph, b. Sept. 29, 1783, d. 
Sep t.28, 1829 aged 46. Abigail Bemis, 
his wife, died Sept. 9, 1870 aged 88 
years. Their son Joseph, died Oct. 
9, 1822, aged 10 years. Hannah m. 
James Johnson, Sept. 13, 1792; 
Phebe m. Alpheus Higgins, Sept. 
21, 1797; Joseph, b. Sept. 29, 1"(83, 
m. Abigail Bemis, May 1, 1806. 

The children of Joseph and Abi
gail were, Aurilla, b. 1806; Arozina, 
b. Nov. 14, 1809, m. Humphrey 
Barrett. 

Joseph Jr., b. Apr. 20, 1812, died 
1821; John; George m. Mary Clark. 

JACOB THOMPSON, 

at whose house a town meeting was 
held Dec. 28, 1772, was chosen first 
constable in 1774. No family rec
ord. Benoni Thompson, b. Apr. 19, 
1797, m Susanna --, may have 
been his son. Olive, Jonathan, 
Michal and Dolly were children of 
Benoni and Susanna. 

For the brave 

JOHN HOOKER, 

who was present at the first town 
meeting, page 8, who left his soles 
on the field at Westminster, see page 
12, and any further items hereafter. 

SOME OF THE CONTEMPORARIES 

of those who signed the notification 
for the first town meeting of Dum
merston. 

The town of Dummerston number
ed among its early inhabitants men 
who were unfriendly to the jurisdic
tion of New York, and who regard
ed the order of the King in Council, 
by which Oonnecticut river was de
clared the eafltern boundary of that 

province, as especially tyrannical. 
Such were pre-eminently the views 
of 

DR. SOLOMON HARVEY, 

the physician and clerk of this pat
riotic village, and the records which 
he kept, in virtue of the latter office, 
exhibit on almost every page traces 
of bis peculiar disposition. He was 
chosen town clerk May 18, 1773. 
'l'he dislike which he in common 
with others entertained towards the 
government of New York, had no 
doubt been increased by the aris
tocratic bearing of some of the 
county officials who held their ap
pointments from the Colonial Leg
islature; and the abuse of power 
which these men sometimes exhibit
ed ill thrir functionary character, 
was n~ed as an argument against 
those from whom they had received 
their authority. At a town meeting 
held May 17, 17U, the people omit
ted to choose town trustees. The zeal 
of the eloquent clerk in stirring up 
the recollection of his readers upon 
this occasion may be seen on pages 
4-8, record history. 

The next meeting was called June 
10, 1774, at 4 O'clock, p. m., at the 
house of Enoch Cook, and Joseph 
Hildreth, Enoch Cook and Solomon 
Harvey were chosen trustees to fill 
the places left vacant at the regular 
election. 

Fully on their guard, and ready to 
treat as tyrants those who should en
deavor to deprive them of a.uy of 
their privileges, they afterwards sent 
dele~ates to the Westminster con
ventlOn, and were among the fore
most in advancing the objects for 
which it had been convoked. Nelr 
was it long before they had an op
portuni ty to carry into action the 
spiri t which they had evinced in thu t 

l 
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rock-ribbed village, 'w hich allowed filii 
scope to their patriotism and ended ' in 

, ,. ' . . 
confirmmg the Jealous watchfulness With 
which they had resolved to guard their 
rights, which the warm-blooded Docter 

Voted that it is the Sence of this town 
that the Letters that are in the hand of 
Dr. Harvey are Not any Evidance in 

"A''h C I . I 'I C C 11 t"e ase W HC 1 "le omml"" IS 0 ec
ing; foi' the Evidance which tha are to 
Colect is the Bad Conduct of the Cort 

Harvey, the "village Hampden" of from its fust Setting up the Cort, Down 
Dummerston, who , judO'ed by his zear to the fust of March Last; and that 

t> . these Letters only Shne that the P ep Ie 
and courage, seems to have possessed. D' I'd t tl E b'ta . of . ware ISP ealse a le ~al' I ry 
Doctor Harvey was the leader on tllls offiseirs of the Cort and ware Raday to 
occasion. He has shown in his narra- Rise and Stop the Cort be fore that time; 
tive records how the insolence of Brit- and we think those Letters Show Like 
ail.l was che~k ed by the valQr of himself wise the unity of the P eople and pm'fix 

, , , , the time; and we think it Best not to 
and of hiS compeers, alld It I,S bu~ l'lght have these Letors goe to VVestminster." 
that he should tell the story m hiS own At a town meeting held Dec. 21, 
quaint and energetic mode: 1775, it was voted; 

[see paper for town record page 9 to 12J That Jonathan Knight, Enoch Cook, 
. ". Joseph Hildreth seCUTe the town records 

Such IS the graphiC and ImpartIal nar- that are in the hands of Dr. Solomon 
rative of one who was the chronicler of Harvey and transcribe it into a town 
events in which he bore an important 
part, Mar. 15, 1775, when about 500 
soldiers assembled at Westminster in 
order to punish the murderers of ViTil
liam French etc" the beating of a drum, 
heralded the approach of Solomon Har
vey, Practitioner of Physic, at the head 
of a body of 300 men. In the centre 
walked four of the sheriff's posse, who 
had been intercepted 011 their way home. 
The whole party halted in front of the 
Court house. An investiga tion was had, 
which ended more favorably than the 
poor prisoners had expected. The Iltern 
old docter disarmed them, and dismissed 
them with a pass signed with hi5 own 
name, to which was prefixed the title 
of Colonel. The courts were broken up 
at W estminster at that time. In an 
account of the meeting of the inhabitants 
of Dummerston held Aug. 22, 1775, 
occurs an entry which shows that the 
people were engaged in preparing an 
elaborate account of the disturbances 
which had happened in the month of 
March previous. The entry was mad.e 
by Jonathan Knight, town clerk, in these 
words : 

book." 

This is the latest account we can find 
of Dr Harvey. He probably moved 
from this town before the close of the 
Revolutionary war, His farewell letter 
as town clerk is recorded on the town 
records, for which see town records. 

A part of this sketch is from" Hall's 
History of Eastern Vermont." 

Dr. Solomon Harvey, the efficient 
town clerk in Dummerston, was also, a 
practitioner of physic, "and when Dr. 
J ones rode bareheaded from Vi{estmin
ster at the time of the cOUl'thouse fight, 
to Dummerston, for re-inforcements, 
Col. Solomon Harvey led a company of 
300 men from this town and Putney to 
the scene of action, Capt. Leonard 
SpaUlding inspected the men." The 
Doctor removed from Dummerston in 
1776, to Chesterfield, N. H., where he 
died about 1820. He took an active 
part in the affairs of the town during 
the Revolution. In 1788, he was chosen 
to represent Chesterfield in the conven
tion that adopted the Federal Constitu
tion. Selectman, 1789, '92 j town clerk 
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from 1800 to 1817. His wife Was Mary ' have mentioned elsewhere as onc of the 
_ ___ Only onc child's name is physicians of this town was oll e of the 
recorded, Mary, b. in Dummerston, 17 coroner 's jury, who wel'e n.ssembled 
Apr. 22, 1773. Mar. 15, 1775, to inqu ire into the (~ausc 

DANIEL HOUGHTON , of the dea,th of French. The orig·ina l 
who was mortally wounded cl riu<T the report <.> f the investigation is sril1 pre
massacre at 'Ves tmin~te [' , carne ~rigi -II servcd ~nd D.r. Amsdcn's name IS firsr 
nally from P etersham , Mass., and pre
vious to his death was a res ident of 

Dummerston . The idea was ge nend for 
a time, that he would recovcr from 
his injuries, and it is for this reasvn 
that bis name is not often found in con
necti on with that of vYilliam French. 
But in the records of this town the 
"ll1urthel'ing of Willi am French and 
Daniel -Houghton" is spokcn -fas an ar
ticle of history , which was then reeeiv
ed without doubt and in the account 
a t the meeting that held in tllis town 
on the 6th of April , less th an a month 
after the event, is a memorandum of a 

on the list of Jurymen. 
CAPT. JOHN WYMAN. 

On a gravestone in the cemetery at 
Dummerston Centre, is thc inscription ; 
"Capt J ohn. vV ymall, an oJncel' of the 
R evolution , Died July, 23d, 1823 ,aged 
80 years." Captain ' Vyma.n was 
born in Cambridge, Mass . , in 174):L 
His rank iu the Revolutionary army 

was lieutemlllt, and his scrvicc was in 
the Rhode I sland Contincntal Line . H c 
was placed on the pension roll Apt'. 15. 
1818. Annual all owance $240 . Sums 
rcceived $1276.07. This information 
the writer obtained from an old pension 

committee who were appointed to «,,~ roll printed about 1835, which also con-
to vYestminster there to meet oth

o 
er 

committees, to consult 0 11 the methods 

for dealing with the inhuman and un
provoked mnrtherers of William French 
an d Daniel Houghton." H oughton was 
wounded in the body and survived only 
9 days. H e died at vYestminster in a 
house situated a little northwest of the 
Court-house, and but a short distance 
from it. It was then occnpied by 
Eleazer H arlow. Most of those who 
were wounded were taken to the house 
of Azaria,h WI·ight. H e was buried in 
the old grave-yard at that -place, not 
fa r from the las t resting-place ofFrench . 
For many years there was a stone, 
shapeless and unhewn, which marked 
the spot where he lay; bllt even this 
slightmemorial has at length disappear
ed from its place, and no one can now 
mark. with accuracy the locali ty of his 
grave. 

Doctor· T homas Amsden, whom we 

. I 
tams t 1e names of all perSons w 110 were 
or had been pensioners belonging to 
vYindha m county '''hen writing for 
Miss Hemenway's publication ten years 
ago, we obta ined the information that 
Capt. '~Tym::.n was one of the number 
who dl'essed in th e costume of Mohawk 
Indians, went on board of the British 
vessel in Boston harbor in 1773 , and 
"T ook th e old tea tLnd done as they o ugllte l', 
And tiPlleti it all out l'ig'llt in to t.he water. !J 

Capt. W yman's home in this town 
was where H em y French 110W lives. 
H e was a tanner by trade, and marks 
of the old tan-vats are now visible on 
the fl at so uth of the barn near Salmon 
brook. His cl.ispositOD and character were 
of a belligerant nature. H e was at 
military , and was foudof relating his 
exploits and deeds in Rev.)lutionary 
times. Bunker Hill was his favorite 
theme. H e selected the spot on hi5 farm 
where he wished to be buried and call
ed it Bunker Hill. It was on high 
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land west of the house, baek of which Ihe said, . 'loven us , and we declared war 
extends a beautifLll plain. H e \yas bU!'
ierl under military honors, a (Company of 
soldiers, or military men, being. present 
on the occasion, from out of tOWII. A 
liberty pole was erected neal' his gTave. 
After a few years his remains were re
moved to the cemetery where they now 
rest, and over which a marble slab ,,,,-as 
raiseJ by his relatives, bearing the in
scription we have quoted. 

Of the many songs about Capt. \Vy
mall that he or some one else used to 

S~)lg in his day, the foTI owi ng verse is' 
a sample: 

Beleive me Si rs, nOw it you please" 
A ban took of my breeches' ·knees;. 

From a lond cannon it was sent, 

As j against t.he Rl'itons went. 

A little ep isode of a \I"ar-like chamc
tel' occurred in this town, 'in which 
Capt. Wyman figLU'ed prominently. He 
got into a dispute with a prominent man 
of the town. Bela Shaw, we believer 
WitS his name. Fi'om ",mds they came 
to blows, the Captain got knocked down 

against her. France hated us and we 
loved France." CKPt. \Vyman would 
lIOt 1Jear Mr. Beckley preach afterward 
for a long time. On one occasion, wheTI' 
Mr. Beckley was to exchange with an
other minister, he caBed and notifi ed 
the Captaiu of the event, and that it 
would afford him an opportunity to at
tend meeting in his absence. This act 
restored him to favor and he again at
tended MI'. Beckley'S meeting. 

LIEUT. DANIEL GATES 

manied Santh Moore and their children 
were: Daniel, born Apr. 3, 1777, m~ 
Polly Newton, Apr. 1, 1805 ; 
'I b J - 17'-9 S -.
Sara 1, . an. 0, ',m.. anluel 

French June 15, 1800; Persis, born 
Sept. 17, 1780, Ill. Christophel' Orms-
bee, May 1, 1803 ; 

Ira, b. l\'Iay 12, 1783, di ed Mal'. 5, 
18U; Eli, b. Mar . 22. 1786, d. Dec. 
15, 1792; 

Joel, b. May 9, 1788, m. Susan Dut
ton, Mar. 6, 1828; Mm·tin, born Feb. 

to the floor by Shaw. The Captain in- . 25, 1791, m. Rebecca Winslow, May 
cTignant threatened prosecution; what 
resulted the doggerel tells, 

III Mr_ Shaw, he picked a flaw. 

Who then to l,ave SOme fUl~, Sir,
The onller lllght cIHlnot do l'lght 

And knockelT John Wyman down Sir. 

He knocked him clown upon the iloor, S,l' 

Wher e he did long- l'e~:"ind;
At le.llgth be rose WIth uea so sore 

That loud b e (lid complain. 

"Bela Shaw, " Si1id he, you , me, llavc'hit 
And now for what you've done 

I'll go and get a justice' writ 

- As fast as I can run." 

But Shaw was wise and did !l-dvise 
With him he'd arbitrate: 

Two mUb'S of tocl, they did award 

As the price of Wyman's pate, 

Capt. Wyman was one of the number 
who took offence at hearing what they 
called a "tory sermon preached by Rev. 

3, 1826. 
Lieutellant Gates bought the land on-

which he settled in this to\'I'n in 1774. 
His native place was probably W orces

. 
tel', "Nlass., from whiCh town· Jonathan 
Gates came in 1777. Their relation to 
each other, if any, is not knowI1. Lieut. 

Gates was a successful farm er and also 
prominent in the business affairs of the 

d ffi' . 
. town. He was prompt an e clent III 
all his dealings-. His ability as an offi
cer in the Revolutionary army was seen 

allc1 acknowledged at, the capture of 
General Burgoyne and secured to 

.him the confidence and esteem of his 
fellow citizens, who held him in grate
ful remembrance' He died very sudden.

Hosea Beckley during the war of1812. ' ly Nov. 6,1807 agec156, when absent 
His text was in R ev. XII, 7. "And from home OB business. He went to 
there was war in heaven." "England," "Vorcester, Mass., with a neighbor of' 
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his, and a Mr. Joy of Putney. They 
returned Nov. 5, as far as .Oakham, 
Mass. He retired at night in good health 
but awoke about 20 minutes to three in 
the morning; and complained of great 
distress at his heart. Stimulants were 
administered, and he was relieved for 
a time. He died in a few minutes on re
tiring again to his room. He was an 
ardent lover of his country and an 
early advocate for its freedom and in
dependence. Sarah, his wife, died Mar. 
9, 1829, aged:.81. 

Daniel Gates, who married Polly 
Newton, removed with his family to 
Truxton, N. Y.; Children: Asa, born 
Feb. 11. 1806; Sally Moore, b. July 
14, 1807; 

Salona and Sirena, (twins), b. Mar. 
30,1809; Justin, born Jan. 3, 1;.81'1; 
Joel; Martin. 

Joel and Susan (Dutton) Gates had 
two daughters, Sarah and Mary. The 
younger sister married Hiram Knapp: 
ilhe died and he married, 2d, the elder 
sister, Sarah. 

Martin and Rebecca Gates were the 
parents of Martin W., born Feb. 19. 
1727, m. Rosella Cook; Sarah M., b. 
June 6, 1828, m. Fred A. Fish; Daniel, 
horn Nov. 24, 1831, m. Emily Orms
bee; Emma m. Lewis H. Lynde. 

Martin Gates died Dec. 21, lR59, 
aged 68 ; Rebecca, his wIfe, is now liv
ing at the age of 83. 

Martin W. with his family, removed 
to Seward, Kansas, in 1877, where he 
died Jan. 21, 1882. He was chosen 
selectman in 1862, and served very ac
ceptably during four years and at a 
time when more than usual responsibil
ity rested with the officers of the town 
in connection with the war of the Re
bellion. 

Lieut. John S. Gates married Han
nah --, and was a brother of Lieut. 

Daniel Gates, and settled on the nver 
and in the northeast part of the town 
in 1770. It is reeorded tl,at John Gates 
settled on an adjoining lot the same 
year. It is possible that John S. and 
John Gates may be one and the same 
person. His name is also wri ten J. 
Shephard Gates, and in 1784, is re
corded as Shephard Gates. In 1783, 
John Shephard Gates is the only name 
recorded as the head of a family in 
that part of the tOWII. Hence the C<ln
elusion that Lt. Daniel Gates had only 
une brothel' living in Dummerston. He 
probably had a sister who married 
Reuben Spaulding, for when Spaulding 
died he was not buried in the faruily 
lot of his father, Lieut. Leonard Spa-uld
ing, but was buried iu the lot belollg
i.ng to Lieut. Daniel Gates. It is said 
that Reuben Spaulding married a Gat.es. 
and after his death in 1794, she remar
ried a nd left town. 

Lieut- John S. Gates was chosen se· 
lectman in 1782, '83, '84, '85, alld at 
other times up to 1806, in all, 12 years. 
making the longest term of service as 
selectman, in this town, except that of 
Jason Duncan, who served 17 years. 

The children of Lieut. Gates and 
Hannah. his first wife, were John, born 
Apr. 11, 1776, m. Polly Goodwin, 
Aug. 23, 1803; 

Asa, b. Feb, 14, 1777; Luc.v, born 
Jan. 25, 1779; Shephard, b. Oct. 1, 
1780, m. Polly Dutton, Dec. 27, 1807, 
died Apr. 1861, 1£ 88 ; 

William, b. Oct. 8, 1782, d. Kov. 
18,1821; James. b. Mar. 21, 1785, 
d. Dec. 	2G, 1816; 

Hanuah, b. Mar. 12, 1787: Polly. 
b. Apr. 3, 178!J, m. 1st Stearns Wilder, 
Sept. 4, 1814, 2d, Artemas Knight. 

Hannah. the wite of Lt. Gates, died 
Feb. 15, 1813, 1£ 62, and he married, 
2d Lucy Witt, Oct. 16, 1814, aud died 
Feb. 28, 1827, aged 81. 
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Minor Knight m. Lavilla Gates, 
June 13, 1836. She had a sister, 
Maria. They were nieces of John 
S. Gates. 

The cnildren of Shepard and 
Polly Gates: Alanson, b. Oct. 5, 
1808, and John S., b. June 24, 1811, 
d. May 22, 1849. 

Alanson, now living, married 
Julia ']'111'ner, and their children are 
Horatio, Asa D. and John '1'. 

Shepard Gates died Apr. 8, 1869, 
aged 88, and Polly, his wif!:', June 
23, 1863, aged 77. 

Phineas Gates was a resident of 
this town 10 years. It is not certain 
that he was related to anyone of 
that name in Dummerston. He 
married Rebecca, dau. of Elder 
Woods, of Putney West Hill, and 
they were residents of Worcester, 
Mass., in 1788. They lived in Peter
8ham, Mass., in 1791, came to this 
town in 1798, and occupied the red 
building east of the common for a 
few years. Their children were 
Nancy and Polly (twins), b. June 3, 
1788. Sophia, b. Jan. 11, 1791 ;Henry, 
b. June 17, 1792; Lucy, b. Nov. 19, 
1793; Oran, b. Feb. 19, 1797; John, 
b. Dec. 3, 1798; George, b. Oct. 
16,1800; Fanny, b. Sept. 9, 1802; 
Eliza, b. June 9, 1804; Emelia, b. 
Feb. 8, 1806. 

DUMMERSTON IN THE FIGHT 

AT GUILFORD JAN. 30. 1784. 

Among the 300 militia gathered for 
the purpose of driving the Yorkers 
out of Guilford, was a company of 
20 men from Dummerston, led by 
Lieut. Daniel Gates. The ordnance 
department was composed of one old 
cannon, almost useless, from Dum
merston, and was superintended by 
Ebenezer Haven and Isaac Millel'. 

During the affray near Massachu
setts· line, one man was mortally 
wounded and Joel Knight of this 
town was slightly wounded in the 
arm by a bullet. 

THE LAUGHTON FAMILY. 

The ancestor of the Laughtons in 
this town was John, sen., who mar
ried Mary Orawford. He resided in 
Taunton, Mass., before removing to 
Dummerston. John, jr., Samuel, 
sen., Thomas, sen., who was horn 
1730, Mary who married Joseph 
Temple, and a daughter who mar
ried a Huntington and lived in 
Warwick, Mass. 

J obn Laughton, sen. was a shoe
maker and also made fish seines. 
He built what is now the old part of 
J ames Reed's house. 

Thomas, son of John, married 
Rebecca Derby, lived with his par
ents and built on two additional 
rooms to the house south of the 
rooms first occupied. They had 7 
children. 

Nathaniel, the eldest, was in the 
RevolutionaTY war and was killed in 
the service. 

Bebecca m. Abel Butler about 
1786, lived in Dummerston till 1809 ; 
removed to St. Johnsbury and at 
the time of her death, was 100 yrs. 
8 mo. 4 days old. 

Susanna m. Samuel Gates Dec. 4, 
1782; removed to Hancock, and 
lived to the age of 98 years. 

Esther m. Benjamin Hadley, re
moved to Hancock, and died at the 
age of 97. 

Betsey m. Peter Butler, Apr. 30, 
1795,wenttoNew York state and 
lived to be 80 years old. 

Lydia m. Asa Davis, of Hancock, 
and was 76 when she died. 
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John m. Jan. 1, 1795, Sally, dau. her 96th year. Her husband. d. 
of Oapt. Vespasian Miller, and they Feb. 26, 1799, and they were bU~led 

th t f Th S 11 near the graves of Isaac and Ehza
were e paren s 0 omas, a y beth Boyden. Her grave is un
and Harriet D. 

Samuel, sen. married Susanna Mel
vin, of Rutland, Mass., where he 
resided before coming to Dummer

ston. H~ settled on l~t .No. 63, de~d -
ed to him by the ongmal propne
tors of the township, June 26,1770. 

Thomas brother of Samuel sen., 
also from' Rutland, bought l:alf of 

1, I t N 29 17"'9 dSamue so, oV. , (, an a 
part of the adjoining lot, No. 5"1, in 
1784. Deacon Thomas, as he is 
called, was a shoemaker, or cord
wainer, as the record reads. 

h ' f .
d d 

equal shares to his sons, Samuel, jr. 
1788, Samue1 dee e IS arm III 

marked, but Thomas Boyden made 
and erected the stone now standing 
at the grave of her husband. He 
w~s a sho~ma~er and made fish 
sems. Their children were James,
Jacob, John, jr. called the 3d, Eliz
abeth, Ann, Esther, Sally and Solo
mono 

James m. a Gates. 
Elizabeth, b. Mar. 25, 1750, m. 

Isaac Boyden. Anna m. 1st about 1777 Parme
nas Temple, h~d two children, An
na and Parmenas, jr. She m. 2d, 
March 25, 1788, Lemuel Presson, 
h~lf brother of S~muel Presson, and 
with her two children, removed to 
Northfield Mass. 

SaUy m.' Solomon Oook, a brother 
and Jacob. The children of Sam- of Enoch Oook, sen. 
uel and Susanna were Samuel, jr., 
David, Amos, Jacob, James, Mary, 
Susanna, Eether, and Sarah who 
d' d' h'ldh d

Ie I~ c 1 ?o. 
DaVid marne~ Mary, dau. of Oapt. 

Leonard Spauldmg. 

Esther m. Ezekiel Hagar. They 
and her brother James and wife re
moyed to the south-eastern part of 

. Mame. 

. Jacob married and lived near 
Boston. He responded to the first 
call for soldiers to meet the British 

James m. 1st, Ruth Melvin, his and was mortally wounded in one of 
cousin from Northfield Mass. 2d the early battles of the Revolution. 
Hann;h Oook, of Newfa~e. ' 'He fell in the ranks, rose again, and 

Amos m. Lucy Melvin of North- started for a thicket. He did not 
field. 'reach it, as his strength failed from 

Jacob m. Lydia Orosby in 1787, the loss of blood, whic.h flowed fa~t 
and lived on the :parental farm, now from a wound near IllS knee. HIS 
owned by Austill Laughton, and body was not recovered and it was 
which has been kept in the family devoured by wolves. 
name 113 years. His son, Jacob, wanted to revenge 

Mary m. Silas Gates Dec. 4, 1781. his father's death, and enlisted at 
Susanna m. 1st, 1'homas Daven- the age of 16 years, a mere stripling 

port; 2d, Oct. 6, 1805, Nathan Oook. youth. When he was ready to march 
Esther married Jan. 31, 1788, 

Jacob Laughton ("deaf Jake"), her 
second cousin, and lived in a house 
south of the Joseph Temple place. 

J olm, jr., son of John, sen. and 
Mary Orawford, was born Aug. 11, 
1714. He m. Esther, ~au. of Mr. 
and Esther (Alley) DaVIS, of Con
cord, Mass. She was b. Sept. 9, 

the neighbors proposed to have his 
gun and equipments weighed, and 
then weigh the boy. The result was 
that the boy weighed one pound less 
than the burden he had to carry. He 
could not endure long marches and 
carry so much weigh t. His gun was 
exchanged for a drum and he did 
good service for four years as a 

1717, and died at the residence of drummer. His deafness was caused by 
Thomas Boyden, Apr. 27, 1813, in standing too near the discharge of 
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cannon in a hard fought battle. He 
was known as " deaf Jake." His 
brothers also, were soldiers from the 
commencement in the same war. 
John, sen. and John, jr. were in the 
French and Indian War. Samuel, 
sen. was in the Revolutionary war 
and was present with 001. Ethan Al
len at the capture of Fort Ticon
deroga. 

Huntington, who married a 
daughter of John Laughton, sen., 
was a cruel tory. The family of his 
wife's brother, Samuel, sen., who 
was then a soldier, were short of 
grain. They heard that Hunting
ton, who was living in Warwick, 
Mass., liad grain to sell, and sent 
Samuel, jr., a boy of 16 or 17 years 
of age, to that town, a two days 
journey on horseback, to buy rye of 
him. The boy was instructed to 
stop over night at some place near 
his uncle's for fear that he might 
not h,e kindly recei ved. Next morn
ing he started early and arrived at 
Huntington's just after breakfast 
'and found there six British officers, 
who had been his guests over night 
and were preparing to leave. Hunt
ington was giving them information 
which he had gathered about the 
rebels in the army and at their 
homes, saying that his wife's folks 
were all rebels and someof her broth
ers were then in the rebel army. 
The officers mounted their steeds 
and rode away. When he went into 
the house, his wife reproved him for 
speaking to the officers, as he did, 
about her relatives. Her reproof 
added fuel to his hot temper, and he 
cursed and swore that he would give 
the British all the information he 
could gather, telling his wife that, 
if any of her brother Sam's boys 

should come into his house, he would 
take his gun and blow his brains out. 
Young Laughton heard his threat 
and thought it time to do hill errand 
with the tory and be off. He bought 
two bushels of rye, paid him the 
money and left without being recog
nized by the family. They were too 
much excited to ask his name, and 
his moming visit did not raise a sus
picion that he had come any great 
distance. 

Huntington neyer allowed his 
wife to visit any of her relatives 
after the war. Her parents once 
made her a yisit, but he was so much 
displeased about it that they never 
had an opportunity to see their 
daugh tel' again. 

Susanna Laughton, who married 
Thomas Davenport for her first hus
band, had by this marriage two 
children, Lucy and Pardon. When 
Lucy was abou t 6 years of age, her 
father went to New York to get 
work and neyer returned. His 
daughter lived in the family of 
Isaac and Elizabeth Boyden until 
she was 18 years old, and afterwards 
married Olark Knight. Pardon, her 
brother, went to Newfane to live, 
married, and had a large family. 
One of his sons, Alonzo O. Daven
port, is now (1883), a merchant in 
Brattleboro. 

Oapt. Samuel Laughton, jr., once 
the boy who went to Warwick for 
rye, was born Jan. 5, 1758, and m. 
Anna, dau. of Oapt. Leonard Spauld
ing, born in Putney, Apr. 7, 1767. 
Of their children, Margaret m. 
Thomas Boyden; Anna m. 1st, 
Jonathan Tenney, 2d, Nathaniel 
Herrick; Roswell died in childhood; 
Wealthy did not marry; Electa m. 
Rodney Laughton; Susanna m. 
Wm. Ohase; Betsey m. Benj. But
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terfield; Persis m. Nathaniel Bixby; 
Samuel and Sany never married. 

Mrs. Isaac Boyden, the daughter 
of John Laughton, jr., often told 
her grandchildren and others, the 

. following Revolutionary story: 
Her father and family then lived 

near Boston, and when the British 
troops were landing in that city, a 
man rode past their dwelling at 
filII speed, on horseback, just as they 
were rising early in the morning, 
caning, "To arms! To arms! 'rhe 
13ritish are landing in the harbOl". 
Be ready to march immedi ately." 
All was excitement. Her father 
put the guns in order, and told his 
two sons to get what lead they could 
find and run it into bullets. The 
number of bans were not sufficient, 
and Mrs. Laughton took from the 
table a pewter basin and had it made 
into bl111ets. The girls cut patches 
for wads, while the mother got 
breakfast. Very little was eaten 
and the father and two sons were 
soon on the march for conflict. In
structions had been given for the 
mother and daughters to get sheets 
ready for bandages and scrape what 
lint they could. It was a WIse pre
caution, for bandages and lint were 
needed before sunset. This event 
was June 17, 1775, and the battle 
scene was on Bunker Hil1. On that 
day, Mr. Laughton and his two sons 
saw the brave Dr. Joseph Warren 
fall mortally wounded. 

John, 3d, son of John, jr., mar
ried Lucy Chase, of Newfane, where 
he went to live, and had several 
children. Solomon and John were 
two of his sons. John was born 
about 1760, and married about 1791, 
Sally Black. The parents lived 
with their son, Solomon, during the 
decline of life. The father died and 
was buried in N ewfan9; the mother, 
who survived, was brought on a 
bed, she being quite sick, to Dum
merston, and lived with her son, 
John, until her death. She was 
buried in Newfane. " Aunt" Mar
garet Boyden worked for the family 
when she was a girl and took care 
of Mrs. Laughton during her last 

sickness. John and Sally (mack) 
Laughton (or Lawton as they spell 
the name) were the parents of Solo
mon' b. Sept. 3, 1793, Asa, J oln, 
Sally, Franklin, and Mary Jane. 

The wife of Samuel Laughton, 
sen., was often called on to visit the 
sick, as there were few physicians in 
those days. She responded to all 
the cans for aid in sickness, and 
often went in winter time on snow
shoes across the lots to visit fami.lies 
2 or 3 miles away. On one occasion 
she visited a sick woman whose hus
band had not got reconciled to the 
destruction of the tea in Boston har
bor. Having brought some tea with 
her for the sick woman, she watch
ed her opportunity to steep it whilc 
the man was out at work, gave it to 
her pat ient and then drank some 
herself. Before she had finished her 
cup, the man came in, smelt the tea 
and stormed furiously, saying it cost 
too much human blood, to drink it, 
it was like drinking human blood and 
he would not have tea used in his 
house. Mrs. Laughton could not 
be frightened and deliberately finish
ed drinking her tea in t he presence 
of the enraged man. 

DEA. THO)fAS LA.UGHTON 

was a soldier in the French and In
dian war, which begun in 1754 and 
lasted '6 years. On one occasion he 
was pursued by Indians, and in en
deavoring to escape, was obliged to 
cross a swamp. The passage was diffi
cult, as the mud and water were quite 
deep in many places. One of the 
worst places, he crossed on a log. 
When he was near the opposite sidie 
of the swamp, he discovered the In
dians were ahead of him and, in 
fact, had surrounded him. He re
traced his steps immediately to the 
log on which he had crossed a few 
min utes before, and secreted himself 
beneath it in the water. He remain
ed there a long time, and in order to 
breathe, he kept his nose just out of 
the water close behind the log, 
so that he escaped the notice 
of the passing Indians. They 
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crossed and recrossed the log under I cob, b. July 1, 1798, d. March 13, 
which he was secreted without dis- 1870, aged 70. Lydia Bosworth, his 
covering him although they had a wif~, died March 31, 1877, aged 75 
little dog that crossed on the log with yealS. 
them. Mr. Laughton enlisted in the 
Revolutionary war, but his son, 

NATHANIEL LAUGHTON, 

took his father's place and served as 
a substitute for his father. He was 
killed at the battle of White Plains, 
Oct. 28, 1776. It was only a partial 
engagement, butthe Americans were 
obliged to retreat. In endeavoring 
to escape across the fields, he jumped 
over afence and, by accident dropped 
his gun. He thought it not safe to 
go on without his gun and returned 
t·o secure it. He was not seen, after 
that, by his fellow soldiers, and they 
concluded he was killed by the ene
my. 

Dea. Laughton moved to this town 
from "Old Rutland," Mass., near the 
close of the Revolutionary war. He 
died Nov. 12, 1814, aged 83. Rebecca 
his wife died Jan. 12, 1818, aged 82. 

John Laughton, his SOll, m. Sally 
Miller, Jan. 1, 1795, d. Apr. 27, 
1823, aged 82. His wife d. Jan. 24, 
1853, aged 81. 

His son, Thoma,s Laughton, was 
born Jan. 3, 1796, and died Aug. 
25, 1863, aged 67 years. 

J AeOB LAUGHTON AND LYDIA 

CROSBY 

were married Aug. 14, 1787, he died 
Aug. 29, 1857<l, aged 91, she died 
Apr. 15, 1837, aged 79 years. Ohild
ren: Ephraim, b. Feb. 15, 1788; 
Joel and Jonathan, b. May 22, 1789. 
Jonathan d. Oct. 22, 1876, aged 87. 
Rodney, b. Apr. 25,1791; Lydia b. 
Jan. 10,1793; Almira, b. Jan. 10, 
1"/96 ; Laura; g, June 29, 1797; J a-

LEMUEL PRESSON. 

a Revolutionary soldier, one of the 
early settlers in this town who enlist
ed at Deerfield, Jan. 1776, was pro
moted to sergeant in 00. of Oapt. 
Wilkinson, Regt. of 001. James Reed, 
of Mass. line, was in Oanada and the 
northern department, and was dis
charged at Old Ticonderoga Nov. 3, 
l'i"/6, in consequence of a rupture 
resulting from a wound. 

He married Lydia Hildreth, prob
ably a sister of Joseph Hildreth, jr., 
who d. Uay 22, 1812. aged 65 ; chil
dren: 

Samuel, b. May 24,1779, m.Phmbe 
Warner of Brattleboro, June 5, 1800 
-as recorded on town register. Mr. 
Sheldon reports Susan Thomas as his 
wife. 

Lemuel, b. Mar. 8, 1785, m. Bet
sey Burnham, Sept. 22, 181 i. He d. 
Mar. 30, 1859. John Presson now 
living in town was his son. 

Submit b. Peb. 20, 1787, m.prob
ably, Jacob Estey. 

The late Presson Stearns' mother, 
of Ohesterfield, N. H. was a daugh
ter of Lemuel Presson. Lydia, his 
wife, died Mar. 1, 1787. He m. 2d, 
March 25, 1"188, widow Anna (Law
ton) Temple, and their children were: 

John and Esther, twins, b. Jan 20, 
1'789 ; 

Aaron and Hannah, twins, b. June 

26 and 27, 1791. . 


William Emerson and Betsey, 

twins, b. Aug. 7, 1793. 

John m. Eliza, dau. of John 1\11. 
Field and removed to Warwick. Es
ther m. Benjamin Dennis. Aaron m. 
Achsah, dau. of John French, of 
Hollis, N. H. Hannah m. July 5, 
1813,OtisFrench. Wm. Emerson m. 
Polly Brooks. Betsey m.---
Greenwood. 

Mary, b. 1"/95, m. Leonard Smith. 
Joseph, b. Nov. 2"/, 1798, became 

!l. clergyman and settled in New 
York. 
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Sally, b. Dec. 31, 1800, m. George 
Smith. Philana, b. Aug. 30, 1803, 
m. Ebenezer Dennis. 

Lemu el Presson died Dec. 12, 
1820, aged 67. His second wife, An
na, died about 1855 aged 97. 

BEMIS FA~nLY. 

Joseph Bemis, born in 1619, was 
in Watertown, Mass., in 1640; d. 
Aug. 7, 1684. By Sarah, his wife, 
he had 9 children. 

. .. 
PhIlIp Berms, probably a grandson 

of J oseph, who settled in Watertown, 
was in Oam bridge in 1723, m. Eliza
beth Lawrence, Nov. 21, 1723 ; ]'e
moved to Westminster, Mass. 1138 

. ." 
w~s the t~lrd .settler III th~t town
shIp. HIS chIldren, born III Cam
bridge, were baptised: Pbilip and 
William, Nov. 13, 1726 ; David, Ju
ly 30 1727' Abigail Julv 25 1731' , , ' J ' ,Edmond, Oct. 22, 1732; Zacheus, 
J I 25 1736' 

u y , . 
David m. Mary, gl'eat-grand

daughter of Henry Dunster, first 

?on, N. ~{.; by 2d lll.~rria~e, John, 
Jr., Damel IV. , Da'ld, I::)tephell, 
William, Emeline, Melinda, and 
Oatherine. 

.Tohn, jr., m. 1st, Rhoda Bebee, 
July 5, 1807. Ohildren: Roxana, 
married Charles Butler, "ho w 
drowned in the Connecticut r iw l' in 
1838 ; John Bradley m. El ecta Boy
den; 2d, Dolly Pettis; 3d, Patienc 
Wright. 

Daniel W. m. Melindy Goddard; 
children: Melinda, Anna, Orpha, 
and Sumner. A few years before bis 
death he removed to Hinsdale, N . 
H.; died 1867. 

David m. Rhoda Sargeant, F eb 13, 
1817. Ohildren: Era!3tus, Daniel G" 
Samuel N. ,. ~nd Horace. Erastus 
was a phYSICIan, and m. Ruth Mc-
Oullough, and settled in Pennsylva
nia. Daniel G. m. 1st, Amanda M. 
Bemis,2d, her sister Melvina A. He 
was ki~led instantly by the fallin g of 
a t ree III 1864. 

S J ","T ,' II h .. d amue 1.~ ew~ ,p YSlClan.i gra ~-
l ate or V t . lIed]cal Oollege III 184:),
married L ouisa R. ~tiller in 1851 : 
settled in Stanford, 18.)2 : repre-o:en( 
a.tiye in legislature 1S54, '55, ' tj ii. 

president of Harvard Collerre. He again in 18: 4 : remoye!l to DUlli 

became a Baptist minister b known 
.' . ' 

as Elde] BemIS, who dIed 1813, aged 
86. His cbildren were John, Joseph, 
Benjamin, Elias, Abner, Levi, Asa, 
Samuel, and Sarah, most of whom, 
if not all settled in Dummerston. 

, I 

. ~oh~, b. June 13, 1753, m. 1st,Ab-
Igall, sIster of Henry Stevens of this 
town, who d. 1182 JE 27; 2d J emi
ma, dau. of Eld er Daniel Wllipple, 

· .. . ' V 
tII e first Bapt1St mmlster III er. . 
mont, who dIed 1789, JE 97, and was 
buried at Brattleboro. Ohildren by 
the first marriage : Benjamin, m. 
R b D · k' · 'd d Be ecca IC IllSOn,] eSI e at ath, . .. 

~erston, 1~69 ; res~dent U :year:o. 
wIth extensl',e p ractice : remoyed tu 
Brattleboro in 1831

Horace, lawyer; studied with ~\ Ell 
Keyes of Brattleboro; m.1st, Caro
line S. Bruce ; r emoved to K. Y.; m. 
2.d, Sarab .Wash~urn. Stephen mar
ned SophIa Damels. 

William m. 1st,Isabella Honghton, 
2d, Marinda Willard; 3d, Dolly SaT
geant. He died 1868. William H., 
his so~, soldier, died in late war of 
Rebelhon.

E I' N tl Albme me m. a Ian pp e ee, 
Aug. 31, 1812; settled in Littleton, 
N. H. 

Melinda m. David Daily; lived in 
Newbury.C· h" D S 11 W lkat erme m. r. ewa fa er' 

enlIsted and dIed m the regular d. in 1872. ' 
army; Abigail, m. May 1,1806, Jo- John Bemis, sen. was a Revolution
seph Hildreth, jr., had children, ary soldier; came from Brattleboro to 
George, John, and Arazina; Lucy this town before 1792 ; died in 1835, 
m· John Streeter and settled ill Lis- aged 83 i Jemima, his wife, d. in ~830, 
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JOSEPH B E MIS IPriscilI,a, ~. 1 808 ~ m. G~orge Dickin

was in the Continental service at the aae . son; hdwlll B. m. 1st ElIza Ann, da u. 
b I 

of 17. He wintered at Valley Forge i of Joseph Duncan E sq., 2d Ann Cross-


with Washington's army in 1777. One I field ;, 


night he stood on guard over a house in I L ouisa E. m. Alexander Dickinson; 

which Gen. 'Washington was an inmate. I L ewis m. N aomi CrIshman; J esse m. 

At drybreak, the General came out and Parmelia Cole j Abigail died young. 

sald, "Pretty cold morning is'nt it, sol-jMary Ann m. John &nerson ; Jane ~_ 

dier? Do you suppc'lle a little peach 
brandy would hurt you? "I think not," 

replied Bemis . The Genllral sent him 
the brandy. On another occas ion W'ash
ingtoll wished to pass into camp where 
Bemis was on guard. H e halted the 
General, presented his gun and called 
for the coun tersign. "You can let me 
pass," said \Vashing ton, "I am one of 
the offi cers. " "You must give the pass 
word first" said the soldier. "You have 
afine gun there soldier ." "Yes," replied 
Bemis, " G uess I can kill an Indian six 
or eight rods off. Stand out there j you 
Call tell. " Tile General held out his 
hat, showing th e cou rHers ign inside, 
and was a llowed to pass on. A s he went 
by, Ire slapped Bemis on the shoulder 
and said , "I wish I had a whole regi
ment of soldiers lik.o you." 

J Olleph Bemis, born iu 1759; m al'
ried .Jemima S toddard' Children: Pol
ly, b.June 29 , 1781, m. N a thaniel At
tridge, J an . 24 , 1802; Cymha , b. Dec. 
20, 1788, m. Joel Chandler , Dec. 6, 
1804 ; Joseph Jr., b. Aug. 5, 1786, m. 
Abigail Hadley, Dec. 3, 1807; 

Sibyl, b. N ov. 26 . 1789 , m. Ehen
ezer H adley, Oct. 6, 1814; Asa, born 
1795 , d.1 799 ; 

Joanna, b. Apr. 8, 1797, m. Rtlfus 
Hadley. Mr. Bemis settled on the farm 
now owned by L uke T. Bond. He died 
Aug. Hi , 1837, aged 78; Jemima, his 
wife, d. June 15 , 1842, aged 89 . 

J oseph Jr. lived on th e parental farm 
many years; removed to N ew Y ork, 
and now living in his 98th year. Ch; 

m. J ames Peabody j Harriet S. j Sarah 
m. Dennison Wilson. 

Joshua Bemis, a Revolutionary sol
di e. with Joseph. Sen. , probably a cous
in, m. Joanna --, about 1788 . Ch : 
J oanna and .Ahigail (twins), b. 1785, 
Polly, Bezina, Ira, Stephen, Olive~ 
Sibyl , Ira 2d., Betsey and Beman. 

Benjamin, brother of Joseph Sen. m. 
Olive Baldwin Mar. 14, 1793 . She 
was born Aug. 23, 1769, and after her 
father's death, her mother IIL Benjamin 
Jones Jr . Apr. 8, ] 774. 

Elias Bemis, h. July 15, 1767, In. 

Experience K endrick, Jan. 12, 1789. 
H e died June 2 , 1806 , from expo~ure 

after having the measles. The gl'ief of 
bis wife for him , made her pal'tially in
sane. She mariied 2d Samuel Willing
ton, <luly 14, 1808 . 

The children of Elias were L emuel' 
K ., b. Oct. 22, 1790; Abner, b. 1792 , 
m. Bolivia Tracy ; Clarissa, born Mar . 
28, 1794, m. Jonathan Freudl; Sally, 
m. Asa Miller; Lavina, m. Edwar& 

Whitney; Elizam. Loran Smith; 
Lemuel K. m. Feb. 23,1813, B et

sey , dau. of Elij ah Buck, a Revolution
ary soldier. Children; M andana, Bet-. 
sey, JYlaria, Cyrene, vVillis, and Lem
uel. 

Abner Bemis . a Baptist minister, m. 
Katie Freeman and settled in Halifax, 

L evi m. and removed to New York. 
A sa went vVest, but returned to Dum
merston. Samuel m. Betsey Bemis, 
his cousin, Oct. 29, 1794. She was a 



M VERMONT HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

dau. of Samuel, who m. Elizabeth Roh
inson of Lexington, :Mass. Sarah m. 
Paul Dick inson, Dec. 13. 1796. 

SA~IUE1. STEARNS, M. D., 1.1.. D. 

Dr. Samuel S teams became a resi
dent of Dummerston about 1796, and 
pra.cticed medicine in this town sevcral 
years. He was of a rovino' character 

. " ':'. 
a.nd, prevlOUS to hIS r es ldll1g III Ver
mont, had travel ed in niDe of the Amer
ican states, and in England, Scotland, 
Ireland, and France. He was bom in 
L . t M . 1~4~ d' 

ancas er, ass., III I I, an ~as, 
as expressed ill his own language : 
"early tallght by parents and ministel's 
to fear God and hOllor the kiJlg. 1 was 
also instructed in the various branches 
of grammar, arithmetic, algebra, ge
ornetry, tl'igonometry, naviga tion, 8UI'

iVcying, astronomy, mllsic and medicine: 
J al ways had a natural inclination to do 
good; to walk in the paths of righteous
ness, and to shun vice and immorality." 
'Vhen quite young, he removed with his 
parents to Paxton an adjoinino- town 

, "" 
where, at the age of 26, he engaged in 
the practice of medicine and compiling 
and publishillg almanacs. His medical 
practice was fai r, and his fame as an 
astromomer led many of the inhabitants 
to consult him on the turn of fllture 

which was the seat of 1]. S. govern
ment at that time, and by him to be 
transmitted to the king: 
"To the King's Most Excellent J\inj
esty:

The petition of SamUf~1 Stearns most 
humbly,-That when thE' unhappy dis
se~si~lls commenced. bet,weell Grtat 
Bntall1 and yoUI' Majesty s AmeneHn 
colonies, be ~vas an inhabitant of Pax-
ton, in the ('ounty of 'Vorcester, in the 
province of the Tl'Iassachusetts Bny, 
w here he fol~ow ec1. the praeti?e of physi(, 
and the maklDg ot astronOIlllcalcalclllfl
tions. That a numbcrol' years hesuf
fered persecution in conseq~en(·e <)1' his 
loyalty to Your Majesty , and a ttachment 
to the British O'overnment, WflS made a 
prisoner ou tl7e tw enty-thin'! day of 
Septembel'. A. D. 1780, accused of 
holdi!lO' a traitorOlis (·ol'l'espondence 
with, °aud affording aid and tomiort 
to the enemy , supposed to be YOUI' Ma,i
esty's armies, but. was liberflted by giv
ing bonds for his appearance before th e 
Supreme Juditial court ill April follo\\'
ing. That on the third day after he was 
thus recognized he rtceived informatioll 
that his adversaries had issued a second 
warrant with the design to put him in 
close confinement, and finding that his 
life was in great dangel', li ed for protec
tion to Your Majesty's army, then Ht 
N ew York. That · he resided within 
the British lines, during the remainder. 

events. No~hlDg had occurred to change Iof the war, and Congress having rati
the current of his existence till after the ' fied the treaty of' peac(, between Great 
Revolutionary war. He was suspected 
of being disloyal to the American cause 
and it became evident that he was a to
ry. For that reason his practice fell 
off and hil'; friends desertecl him, except 
those who were loyal to the king. He 
did not flee from the royal lines, bllt 

. 
chose to remam and endure the sneers 
and inslllts, which were freely bestowed 
upon him, until 1780, whcn he was ar
reseed. His experience for the ncxt 

. seven years is given in his own words 
in a petition dated, Bi'attleboro, July 18, 
1799, and addressed to his Excellency 
Robert Liston., Philadelphia, Penn., 

Britaiu and America, he returned to 
said Paxton in the year 1784, with a 
design to coiled sundry debts due to him 
and ascertaiu the vfllue of the propert.y 
he had left and remove his family to 
Nova Scotia. That although it had 
been in the 6th article of said treaty, 
that no prosecutions would be commenc
ed against any perso n, etc., for,or by 
reas~n of the part he had taken iD the 
war; and that no person would on that 
account, suffer any: future loss 01' dam
age, either in person, liberty 01' proper
ty, yet in less than two days after his 
rcturn he was seized a.nd imprisoned in 
the goal in said ('ounty of VVorcester, 
undcr the pretence of being brought to 
trial, in consequence of the accusations 
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a lready men tioned. That, without any oned in the goal in the county of Bris
trial, without the finding of any bill tol, for not paying said board. That 
against him, and without. his being al- he suffered four days, eighteen hours 
lowed anything to eat, drink or wear, and fifteen minutes close confinement in 
at the expense of the count.y or state said county of Bristol, and lost by 
(water excepted) he suffered two years this prosecution 141 pounds, 16 shillings 
and elevem months confinement in a and 6 pence, sterling. He also lost, 
very disagreeable prison, although it when imprisoned in W orcestel', 273 
had been customary to allow states' pounds, 19 shillings and 9 pence , ster
prisoners something for their subsistence ling, in consequeuce of his non-appear
even if they had been theives, highway ance before the Supreme Judicial Court, 
robbers and murderers, and although when he resided within the British lines 
he frequently petitioned the general in the time of war, the great.est part of 
court or assemhly of the commonwealLh . which sum was paid. to the s1lid COlll
of 1\1assachusetts praying for liber'ttion lllonwealth by his bondsmen , who were 
a nd the enjoyments of those rights also imprisoned . That said imprison
which were granted to him as one of ment also prevented his collecting the 
YOoir Majestys' subjects in the definitive ' debts that were due to him in said state, 
treaty of peace between Gre~tt Britain Iwhich amount to 368 pounds, 6 shill
and America. That , for a long time I ings and 6 pence, sterling, including 
he was treated with neglect and cou- the principal , which, joined to, amount 
tempt, but was at last discharged from to 784 pounds, 2 shillings an cl D pence, 
confinement on the 28th day of J nly, besides th e two years, elevcn months, 
1787, by ordel' of said General Assem- four days, eighteen hours !lnd fifteen 
bl)', Then he was liberated in a very minutes imprisonment which he has sur 
distressed condition, . being destitute of till'ed I'epugnant t.o the requisitions of 
house and the common necessaries of th e article~ of peace. That he ha,; pe
life, bnt wellt with his chims tor the titioned to Your Maj esty's cOlllmission
loss of his houses , lands , etc.. to ers in Philadelphia , and these appoint
Montreal, in the Province of Quebec, ed by the Pl'csident and Senat(~ of the. 
in hopes it was in the power of th e com- United States of America, for the pur
missioners appointed by Your Maj esty pose of ascertaining the amount of all 
to inquire into the losses, services and loses and damages as divers merchants 
sufferings of the American loyalists, to and others. Your Majesty 's subjects 
grant compensation. That he fOlllld have sustained in consequence of theit' 
that it ,vas not in the power of the com- Leing debarred by sundry lawfill imped
missioners to receive his claims because iments from collecting their debts in 
they had not been delivt'red to them said states, praying that they the said 
pl'evious to the begining of May, J 786, c'Hnmissioners, would a id and assist him 
at which time he was in prison: He, in obtaining compensa tion , but they es
therefore, went to Great Britain, peti- teem themselves as not empowered to 
tioned for relief and had some compen- act upon the subject because his impris
sation granted for what he had suffer- onment is considered not as lawful but 
ed in the time of the war, but not any- as au unlawful impediment to his col

, thi ng that he knows of, for his suffer- lecting his debts . That he understands 
ings since the establishment of peace. that a number of Your Majesty's sub-

That he returns his sincere than ks to jeets in Nova Scotia and elsewhere, 
Your Maj esty for those favors, and fur- who fOI'merly belonged to Massachu
ther begs leave to mention that he re- setts, a re debarred from receiving com
turned t~ America in the year 1791; pensation for their debts in the same 
and having been iuformed that the COlll- manuel', although it does not appear by 
monwealth of Massachusetts had paid the records that the General Assembly 
for his board whilst he had been a states, of Massachusetts evel' repeated the laws 
prisoner, went into that government to they made in the time of war for the 
visit his friends in the yem' 1793, when purpose of protecting the Amcrican loy
he was unexpectedly seized and impris- alist , and 'which were repugnant to the 
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defin-itive treaty of peace between Great 
Britain and America, t1ll the year] 787. 
That it appears by an article of Con
gresS' passed in the year 1794, that no 
foreigner is- allowed to sue allY state 
within the limits of the L nited Sta:tes 
of America. Therefill'e, he sees no wO,y 
to obtain compensation fOT the injuries 
and abuses that he has received than 
that of imploring Your Majesty's most 
graeiotls aid and assistance. H e there
fore pritys that Your Majesty will be 
pleased to aid and assist yonr petition
er, and all others,Your Majesty's loyal 
subj ects, who have been injured by viola
tionsofthe treaty aforesaid, "for whom 
no provisions appear to be made at pres
eut for their relief" in obt.aining CO ID

-pensatioIT of the Unitecl States in snch 
a way and manner as Your Majesty in 
you.r ,~i sdom may see fit. 
Sworn before me this 23d of July, 1799, 

Luke Knowlton, 
i''lember of the Honorable Council for 
the State of Vermont in Arnerlca amI 
Justice of the Peace throughout the 
S tate." . 

The five or six years sllcreccTing his 
release from imprisonment, in 1787, 
wel'e spent in various parts of the Uni
ted States and Europe. 10 1789, he 
was for a short time engaged irr editing 
the Philadelphia Magazine . H e pub
lished an almanac which was printed 
io Bennington. In 1790, he published 

Hampshire. In the :'American Oracle," 
uncler the head of chronology, is the fol-
Towing item : 

"Dec. 29, 1782, Dr. Stearn~, haYing 
made the calculations, publishes the first 
N l'tutical Almanac1i that ever was print
ed iu America." 

Tllat credit 1S aecOl'ded to him at the 
present time. His "New Hypothesis 
Concerning the Canse of the Aurora 
Borealis" w'as formed while he was i~ 
Vermont, as thus l'eeorded iIi the Ora
cle. 

In tIle evening of the 26th of Janu'
ary 1788, as I was ~itting in a large 
room iff the state of Vermont, the weath
er being very severe, a cat jumped into> 
my lap, whose hair;; Iyere stiffened with 
the cold; and, as I stroked them I ob
served that they emitted con~scations:, 
and I began to conclude that they were 
the electrical fluid." 

In a few minutes after n-areTs , he no
ti eed the Northern Lights aneT reasoned 
that the atmosphere might likewise emit 
sparks, or electril:allight, if it is prop
erly sriffened with the cold, and agitated 
by the different carrents of air. ,Vhen 
in London, Jan. 27, 1791, hc wrote a 
poem to commemorate his new theory 
of the Northern Ligh ts. 

The Oracle comprehends an account 
of recent discoveries in the arts and sci

a work entitled"A TOll\" in Holland,. I' I 1
". . . 

by an American. It was prlDted m , 
W orcester, Mass., though he was then 
in Europe. In 1791, he had published 
in Dublin a work entitled "Dr. Stearns'~ 

Tour from London to Paris ." His 
"American Oracle" was published in 
New York, in 1791. It was printed for, 
and sold by Hodge & Campbell, & Co. 

In this book, he states that he is the 
author of a treatise entitled "The Mys
teryof Animal Magnetism Revealed to 

ences . n It Ie recorc s. 
J 26 lr.90 '0 S ."an. , {, , r., tearnsrecelves 

a letter from Dr. H erschel , informing-
that Mrs. H erschel, sister to the Doct01" 
discovered a comet on the 7th insk'tnt." 

Thus it is known thatvVilliam H erschel 
LL.D., F.R.S . , the celebrated astronu
mer , married a sister of D octor Stearns. 

In the Boston Athenaeum Catalogue, 
Samuel Stearns is credited \vith his de
gree M. D. and LL.D. It has been 
stated that he obtained his degree in 

to the World." In 1801, he published England, but it is not known that 
by subscription "The American H er- he was a graduate from college. He 
bal." It contains the names of sub- says in his preface to the American 
scribers, mostly in Vermont and New Oracle, dated New York, Sept. 12, 
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1791, that philosophy, the liberal ai'ts 
.and sciences have been the objects of 
llis early aRd llnrcmitting study. The 
J)j'actice of physic, and the making of 
.astronomical calculations engaged his 
.attention for upwards of twenty years. 
He had a familiar acquaintance with 
.the latest and most approved authors 
upon the lihe!'al and mechanical arts and 
sciences, attended lectures upon phsiol
-ogy, chemistry, magnetism, electricity , 
-optics. astronomy, ana other branches 
.()f natural and experimental philosophy. 

He invented a Tide-table for the Sea 
1'or,t.s 'Df the North Americall continent, 
"was astronomel' for the Provinces of 

DL Stearns was married to l\1rs. 
Eliza.beth Kelley, of Dummerston, Nov. 
10, 1803. by Samuel Mead, Rect/Jl' of 
the Chul'-ch in Alstead, N. H., in the 
presence of the following wit.nesses,
Jason Duncan, Sar.ah Dunca.n, Jabez 
Butler, Experience Butler, Delia BHt
leI', Thomas Lewis, Mehitable L'ewis, 
Thankful Grover, Polly Town, Mary 
Grinnell a.nd Philenda Smith. 1n the 
marriage certificate, he states that he 
was " one of the Royal Pensioners of 
the Kingdom of Great B.l'itain." Thus 
it appears that he was success/v] ill l)e
titioning the kjl~g for aid. 

Dr. ~teal'llS wllile a resident of Dum
Quebec and New Brunswick: a lso, for merstOll, lived in the east part of the 

the Commonwealth of .i\iassachusetts I· 

and the State of Vermont. 

Dr. Stearns was married before 1180, 

and his wife lYas not living at the time 
of his first imprisonment, for, while in 
jail, he wrote a poem, datcd July 15, 
118G, advertising himself for sale as a 
·widower . He married twice while li,"
jng in DUlllmerston. The second wife, 
,sarah, died in this town and was bur
ied near the grave of Capt. John Met,
~alf. The following inscription was 
copied f!'om the slate stone erected to 
her memory: 

"Tl~e Honorable lVII's. Sarah Stearns, 
tile amiable Consort of the HoD.. Sam
uel St arns, One of the Sen~,tors of the 
University of Aberdeen in Scotland, 
Physician and Master of the Canon and 
Civil Laws, died in this Town, Oct. 14, 
1801, aged 54 years 10 month.s and 22 
days." 

The same inscription is reco!'tled on 
the town book. His third marriage is 
recorded in the same book. The lady 
was the widow of Alexander Kelly, Sen. 
he died Jan. 15, 1803. She was the 
widow Albee when married to Mr. Kel
ley, Mar. 13, 1797, and her former 
residence was Bellingham, Mass. 

t~wn. In 1804, he o(;cupied what has 
Slllce been called the" Hircllard place." 

He owned one-half acre of land and 
one-third of the store_.J abez Butler 
and Asa Houghton owned the remain
ing two-th irds. He sold the land and 
his share in the stOl'e, the same year, 
to Hutler and Houghton. The store 
was 40 by 60 ft. and \Va.s the fh-st oue 
burned on that site, whe)] occupied by 
Roger Birchard. Asa Houghton , bon, 
in Bolton, Mass., Feb. 3, 1775 , was a 
nephew of Dr. StBarns. He was in trade 
in this town but died in Putney, Sep t. 
10, 1829, where he has a daughter nOlr 
living. He was an uncle of ~imon W. 
Honghton, Esq. {)f Putney. 

Dr. Stearns had a sister, Martha 
Stearns, who married Simon HoughtOll 
gmndfat.her of Simon ",Y. Houghton, 
Esq. now living in Plltney. She was 
born in Lancaster, Mass., May 30, 
1750, died Apr. 3, 1823. Her husband 
was.born Oct. 15. 1737. Both died in 
Bolton, 1\1ass., a town taken from Lan
caster. 

A lady now living in Dummerston, 
nearly 88 years old remembers the Doc
tor q Rite well. He was called to see her 
mother, who was sick of a fever, and 
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she describes him as a n.ice looking 
man. His hair was white and combed 
straight back from his forehead and 
worn in a queue. During his visit to 
the sick woman, the doctor looked in 
the mirror two or three times to see 
whether Ilis hair was an right. 

.Just how long he was a resident in 
this town is uncertain. His home was 
in Brattleboro at the time of his death. 
In the northwest corner of the cemetery 
south of Brattleboro village is a sIate
stone bearing the following inscription; 

Sacred to the MfYmory of 
Samuel Stearns, LL.D., who 
Died Aug. 8, 1810 aged 63years. 

Self-taught. 

Nature WaS his precept01', philosophy 


His mistress, and astronomy his promptM-. 

Disappointment ever succeeded his be~ 

Endeavors; he deserved better. 
Ingratitude was the 1'eward of his labors. 

Peace to his ashes. 

Note: Dr. James Conland of BrattIeboro is 
entitled to much credit for looking up the lus
tory of Sam'l Stearns. The writer of this sketch 
is much indebted to him for valuable infor
mation taken from a paper reac1 by him before 
the BrattIeboro Professional club and publish
ed in the VermontPhronix, June 8, 1883: 

Dr. Samuel Stearns was an inhabit
ant of thill town many years. His to
ryism made it unpleasant for him to re
main with the pa triotic citizens of this 
town and he left for Canada and remain
ed till peace was declared, after which 
he again returned. Before his, return 
he spent a few years in England where 
he had the degree of LL.D. conferred 
on him. He was born at Lancaster in 
1736. 

ADVERTISEMENT. 
THE WIDOWER IN JAIL EXPOSED TO SALE. 

A NEW SONG. (BY DR. SA],lUEL STEARNS.) 

Ye ladies all who have a mind 
In Matrimony to Engage 

With me that's honest good and kind ·' 
That is nigh to fifty years ofAge. 

. I am but of a middling Size [Soun(\] 
My Limbs are stl-ait, ther'e good and 

I have. a pair of bluish Eyes, 
And with good h ealth I do abound. 

I have myself once married been; 

It happened in m y younger Age; 


More than a tbousand Days I've seell 

Since My companion left the Stagl'_ 


My cllildren, they all IDaITiedlJe 

And all alone 1 Ulltl'St ReTUain 


Unless that I should cbance toSe", 

One that will Marry·m>e agam. 


Hence, thO' in PrisO'n I'mConfined. 

I do expose myself to- Sa:Le 


And Advertise that it is m.y mind' 

To Marry tho' I am in Jail 


I want a wife that is clean and neat, 

That is neither Bashful! nor too cold, 


Whose shape, Deportment, all complete" 

That is not stingy, nor a Scold. 


Let ;,"Ilch an one now visit me 

Whilst in the Prison I'm CO'nfined 


And if with me, She ean agree 

Ourselves, in marriagp. wc will bind.. 


SOIDe Ladies often almost Cry 

Because Confined in J'ail I l>e 


And whils'L they're even passing by 
 ' 
They dare not sto),} to Visit me; 

Because they think that in tbeseDays, 

Some people of them woulc1make sPOl'1t 


If they in such Religious ways 

Should once begin the men to ,;,o"rt

'IIhe Ladies wish me out of Jail, 

Are sorry for my Dismal fate: 


Bnt asI'm now exposed to sale 

I hope they will no longel' wait;; 

But Visit me without delay 

Thats6 a Husband they may find' 


Who to a Wife both Night and Day 

Will always b e exceeding kind. 


Let our Great Men soon make a Law 

That the Kind Ladies shall not fail 


TO' often Visit men that Draw 

Their faneies, tho' they be lu Jail. 


FTh'1S. 


Composecl by a Prisone:r, July 15, 1786. 

Note: tbese verses, written by Samuel Stearns 
were copied by the writer It'Om the original 
unpublished poem, long in the possession of J. 
F. Stearns of DUIllIll.erston and given by hiIn 
sometime before his death, to Dea.. Simon 'IV_ 
Houghton. John F. St"arns died Noy. 25, 1872, . 
aged 82, and is supposed to have been a relative 
of the doctor . The value of these verses is chief
ly of a historical character, giving as they do, 
a description ofthe doctor in his own lanlPlage, 
stating his age and circumstances in life. He 
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was "nigh to fi fty" in 1786, and must have been 
born in 1736, as Dea. Houghton , his sister 's 
grandson, claims. Therefore his age should 
have been n and not 63, as engl'aved on the 
slate-stone. Mrs. Houghton always said that 
HPOOl' Samuel, II as she wa.s wont to call her 
brotber, was much older tba.n herself, who was 
born in 1750. Dea. Hougbton claims also that 
DI· . Stearns carne to Dummerston several years 
before 17D6, and the cla.im is made good by the 
Doctor himself, who says in his book that he 
was in Vermont in J an. 1788. 

SECOND MARRIAGE OF DR. STEARNS: 

EN'rRY ON THE 'rOW N RBCOItlJ . 

"The Hon. Samuel Stearns, LL.D. One of tbe 
Royal Pensioners of the Kingdom of Great 
Brita in. af ter beinl< lawfully published three 
Sundays, was on tbe 10th day of No,' . 1803, le
g-ally married hy me according' to t lJe method 
practiced hy the church of Englaud, to Mrs. 
Elizabeth Kelley of Dummerston. 

SAMUEL MEAD, REC1'on OF 'I'HE 

CHURCH TN ALSTEAD. 

WILLIAM NEGUS 

was among the first settlers in this 
town. His wife was Patience Bil
liard, and their children were Polly, 
b. Feb. 17, 1778, m. John Barnes 
Dec. 22, 1796 ; Patience, b. 1'781, d. 
infant; Persis, b. Sept. 19, 1782, m. 
Oct. 7,1810, Daniel Newton of New
fane; Joseph, b. 1784, d. infant ; 
Samuel, b. Dec. 7, 1788. Sally, prob
ably a daughter of William Negus, 
m. Asa Houghton, Aug. 10, 1804. 

Three daughters of John and Polly 
(Negus) Barnes married as f~llows: 
Mary Barnes, June 19, 1820, Oorne
lius Tuttle; Persis, Jan. 23, 1821, 
Benjamin Tuttle; Martha, Oct. 7, 
1821, Joel Tuttle. 

John N egns married Lydia --, 
and their children were Elizabeth, 
b. Oct. 21, 1'/87; William, b. Aug. 
22, 1789; Lydia, b. Sept. 24, 1'/91; 
John, jr., b. Al1g. 22, 1703 ; Sarah, 
b. Oct. 2, 1795; Poll~, b. 1707, d. 
infant; Patience, b. Sept. 14, 1708 ; 
Zerniah, b. Jan. 20, 1801 ; Samuel, 
b. Apr. 5, 1803; Benjamin, b. May 
13, 1805; Joseph, b. Apr. 13, 1807; 
Abigail, b. Oct. 1, 1809, John Ne

gus, the fath er of these children, 
died Sept. 30, 1809. 

Elizabeth Negus m. Nathan Davis 
May 10, 1781. His first wife was 
Sarah Jones, whom he m. May 20, 
1774. 

Samuel Negus m. Jan. 30, 1783, 
Sarah, sister of Enoch Oook. Dir
axy Negus m. Thomas Barnes, Dec. 
26, 1787. 

TITOMAS HOLTON, 

one of the fi rst five selectmen chosell 
Apr. 15, 1770, died Dec. 22, 1800, 
about 75 years of age. His son, 
Arad Holton, died Oct. 8, 1841, 
aged 88 yrs. 11 mo. Arad marri ed 
Anna Haven for his first wife. She 
died Feb. 1, 1787, aged 28 yrs. 4 
mo. Ohildren: Reuben, b. Nov. 
9, 1778; Ira, b. Apr. 26,1780; Arad, 
b. Sept. 9,1781; Ariel , b. July 26, 
1783; E xperience, b. Mar. :lO, 1785 . 

He married his second wife, Re
becca Hou ghton, May 13, 1787, who 
died Dec. 17, 1800, aged 35 years. 
Ohildren: Wranslow, b. J an. 11, 
1788, now living at the age of 91 
years; Louden, b. June 23, 1789; 
Rebecca and Ira, twins, b. Dec. 23, 
1795; Abel, b. Sept. 7, 1800. 

He malTied, 3d, Mrs. Eunice 
Spauldi-ng, widow of Josiah Spauld
ing, whose maiden name was Skin
ner. She died J an. 21, 1856, aged 
85 yrs. 6 mo. Ohildren: Joel, b. 
May 14, 1803; Eunice, b. Aug. 3, 
1808; Denslow, born Aug. 20, 1810. 

CAPT. ASHBEL JOHN SON, 

'a citizen of the town in Revolution
ary times, resided in school district 
No. 4 in the N. E. corner of the 
town . He was born May 22, 1750, 
and died Jan. 20, 1823, aged n . 
J ail Johnson, hi s wife was born 
Mar. G, 1755. Ohildren: 

Willi~tm, b. Apr. 16, 1773 ; David, 
b. :Feb. G, 1775, d. F eb. 22, 1780; 
Ebenezer, b. Feb. 14, 1777; Lucy, 
b. Dec. 6, 1778; Martha, born Mar. 
29, 1780; Ashbel, b. Jan. 30,1782; 
'l'abatha, b. Jan. 12, 1'784; Ezekiel 
Porter, born Nov. 20, 1785; Abigail, 

60 
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b. Mar. 2, 1788; Samuel, born Dec. 
29, 1789; Mary, b. Mar. 4, ] 792; 
David Ward, b. Nov. 20, 1793; 
Stephen, b. Feb. 13, 1796. 

EARLY FARMS. 

1754. 

001. Josiah Willard of Winches
ter, N. H., bought Jan. 9, 1754, a 
share of land in Dummerston be
longing to Jonathan Hubbard, Esq., 
of Townshend, Mass., for £2 Old 
'renor Bills. Hubbard was an orig
inal grantee. Jan. 23, 1754, John 
Pierce, a farmer of Winchester, 
whose name is on the charter, sold a 
share of land in this town to 001. 
vVillard. John Summers, farmer, of 
Winchester, sold him the same year 
his right to a share, as an original 
grantee. In 1759, 001. Willard 
bought a share of Elijah Alexander 
of Winchester. 

1764. 

Oapt. John Kathan bought a 
whole share of Capt. Samuel Hunt, 
gen tleman, of Northfield, Mass., for 
£60. 

Hunt was a original grantee. At 
this time Mr. Kathan had occupied 
the land 12 years. He sold the 
farm to his son, John, jr., for £400, 
J nne 12, 1186. 

In the deed the farm is described 
as a certain tract of land in the N. 
E. corner of Dummerston, contain
ing 300 acres, "on which I now live, 
and is one whole right of land deed
ed to me, the said John Kathan, by 
Samuel Hunt and surveyed to me 
by Elisha Root." John Griffin and 
Willard Moore were witnesses to the 
deed and were sworn, after the death 
of Capt. Kathan, by Judge Benjamin 
Burt of Windham County Court, 
when the deed was recorded Nov. 
26, 1187. 

1770. 

The proprietors of the township 
at this time were the heirs of Lieut. 
William Dummerand Hon. Anthony 
Stoddard of Massachusetts. 

Governor Dummer died in 1761, 
and Stoddard had died before the 
granting of deeds in 1770, to the set
tlers. John, Jeremiah, William, and 
Susanna Powell were the heirs of 
Goyernor Dummer, and Martha, 
Anthony, ~tnd Simeon Stoddard were 
the heirs of Anthony, deceased. 
Martha had married John Stevens, 
and Simeon, not of age. had a guar
dian named Joseph Jackson. :Most 
of the heirs resided in Boston, but 
Stevens was, in 1773, a resident of 
Ashford, Oonn. Each lot contained 
100 acres, size 160x100 rods. 

rrhey were numbered from one to 
148 in what ' is now Dummerston. 
Each settler paid 5 shillings, as a 
recording fee, and the consideration 
for each lot was that certain work 
had been done on the land, and each 
purchaser should clear and fence 
four acres fit for the plough or 
scythe, also erect and finish a 
d welling-house thereon, not less 
than 20 feet square; also that a 
house for public worship be built in 
Dummerston and a minister of the 
gospel be settled therein within 4 
years from the date of the deed, 
June 26, 1770. 

Thomas Olark from W orce5ter, 
Mass., bought lot No. 52, that year, 
but afterwards purchased, June 12, 
1783, for 100 " Spanish Milled Dol
lars," the adjoining lot No. 53, on 
the north, and lived many years on 
the place now owned and occupied 
by J. E. Worden. 

Isaac Beard bought lot No. 113, 
near the present location of West 
river bridge. 

Ezra Robinson's lot, No. 49, 
was in the south part of the town, 
east of the "Rice place." He sold 
a part of his land to Nathan 
Davis, Feb, 19, 1771, reserving 
a bridle-path through it to Benja
min Jones's house. Robinson sold, 
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Oct. 22, 1779, another portion of land been '1 resiuent of the town 9 years. I-Ie 
to John Rice for $300. owned a partoflot, No. 18 , near where 

John Friswell' s lot, No. 61 was sold S>l.mueI W~heeler now lives . It was 
by him. to Col. 'WilIiam Boyden, June bougllt of Isaac and Asa Sharpe, the 

26, 1771. It is now 'Willard Dodge'S Connecticut proprietors, Feb. 18, 1784. 
farm. Charles Davenport located on Jot, No. 

John Killbul'y purchased lot, No. 23, 12 , Imown as the.Tohn F. Stearns place. 
east of Slab Hollow. Rnfus Sargeant bonght lo t, No.1, in the 

John Wilder from Sturbridge, Mass. S. E. corner of the town and in 1783, 
lo(~ated on lot No. 97, the east part of bOUg11t lot, No.7, in the next range. 
which is the old A lvord place . Wilder Joseph Millet bought lot, No. 148, 
sold 60 acres of the west part to Jonas in the N. vV. corner of the town; own
vValkel' from Rutland, Mass., Jan. 8, ed by I chabod Knapp in 17il2. 
1778. for .£l60. John Shepherd Gates bought Jot No. 

Hosea Miller settled on lot, N o. 54, 29, nell.r Putney. He sold a part to 
east of the meeting-house , June 5, Ebenezer H aven, Apr. 10, 1780. 
1782, he bought of the proprietors lot, John Gates located on lot, No, 32, 
No. 55, north of his homestead, for one half mile fi:om Putney line on the 
£60. ~Wm. O. :iYliller, postmaster, now road leacling to Brattleboro. 

owns the farm. Enoch Cook lived on lot, No. 07, 
Ebenezer H aven located au Jot, No. I>evi:ilL 'Valker UOIY owns the farm, 

14-, where Orreu H aven now li ves . k(:pt in the Cook family four generations 
,.. .Tune 5,1782, he bought of the propri- now. Mr. Cooksolu to his son, Enoch 

etors lot, No. 24 for £ 50, the farm has .Tr ., Apr. 3,1789 .•Joseph T emple set
ever since been kept in th e fa mily name. tIed on lot, No. 36, where the Temple 
iVIr. H avenowned one half of lot, No. family lived many years. 
29 ncar Putncy on the Connecticut I'iv- Samuel Laughton located on lot, No. 
er. 63, where Austin Laughton now lives. 

Capt. I saac Miller, who helped Ehen- Oct. 9, 1787, he dceded the farm to his 
ezer 'Vaters survey the town in 1767 , sons, Samuel Jr. and Jacob in equal 
selected lot, No. 11, now known as the shares. 
Abial 'Valker farm, where he lived Benjamin Jones resided on lot No. 
many years. H e sold the farm to his 44 , in the south part of the town, near 
son, William Miller, Apr. 29, 1758, the Rice place. 
for £500. Elias "Tilder bought lot, No. 47, of 

Samuel Dntton ,Tr., bought lot, No. Benjamin Gould of Brattleboro, June 
122, up in the Hague, ,wd sold :he 27, 1770. The other deeds of th at year 
sam' ~ to .Toshua vValton, March 10, were dated June 26. Some of the ear
1783, he , performing the work required ly settlers neglected to have theil'deeds 
of Dutton. ,Tune 5, 1782, Mr. Dutton recorded in the DummerstDn books, and 
bought of th e proprietors, lot, No. 51, deeds granted in 1770, were not r ecord
one mile south of the meeting-house, ed for ten and even 14 years after that 
where he lived many years. date. 

Alexandel' Kathan, E sq. settled on .Hay 29, 1772, Dr. Stephen Little 
lot, No. 15, the well known Kathan of Portsmouth, N. H., bought of Mesh
farm. At the date of his deed, he had ech vVeare of H a mpden Falls, N . H" 

( 
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three whole shares of land situated in 1 Dec. 19, 1775. [Elijah Town sold 
the following township, Viz: Dummer- part of lot No. 89 to his son, Elijah Jr. 
stan, Halifax, and Bridgewater, and He had bought of J. Shepherd Gates 
the same year sold the shares to J ann, and Adam WhitHey. It is now the 
McKesson, a lawyer, of New York City. farm of Howard Jones. Gates bought 
In 1785; McKesson appointed Jacob in 1782, lot, No. 28, and the farm is 
Bagley his attorney to sell al1 his lands probably where Alanson Gates now 
in Vermont. lives. He owned lot, No. 32 and sold 

June 5, 1773 , Charles Leonard from in 1781, 42 acres to Smith Butler. 
Worcester, Mass. , bo'ught lot, No. 146, May 26, 1776. Joshua '","alton sold 
in the Hague, of Abraham Taylor of, to Lt.•Tosiah Allen a part of lot, No. 
'Worcester, and settled on the same , 1 122, south side of Fall Brook with the 
He sold one half the Hum to his son I benefit of a mill spot for ~176. Walton , ' 
'Villiam, in 1776. was a resident ofthe town in 1770, and 

June 5, 1774, Joseph Negus of P e- had probnbly bought land of the origi
tersham, Mass., sold lot, No. 81 to alpl'oprietors before that date. 

William Negus of Granby, Mass., for 1777. 
£25. In 1783, William bought a part Martha Stephens of Boston , widow 
of lot, No. 68, east of' where he lived, of J ohn Stcphen~, daughter and only 
'Villiam and John Negus mny have heir at that time of H an. Anthony 
been sons of Joseph. [page 69J Stoddard; gave Dec. 9. a deed and re-

J anuary 3, 1774, John Scott and lease of certain undivided land in Dnm
Susanna, his wife , sold a part of lot, merston , reservingsales ))revious]v made. No. 22, east of Slab Hollow, to Aaron by her hushand, to Jona than Amory. 
Brooks. He sold a part of lot, No.4, . a merchant of that city for £2600. 
to Brooks in 1773. The land in lot, Benjamin Esta.brook from Rutland , 
No.4, is nenr Connecticut river, east Mass ., bought of W m. Negus, carpen
of Alonzo Dutton's farm. Dr. Solomon tel', one half of lot, No. 81 for £70; 
H arvey and Mary, his wife, who lived located near Black mountain and re
on the adjoining lot, southfi'om Brook's, centIy owned by Josiah Dodge. 
witnessed the deed.' Samuel Dutt.on sold Jan. 9, to Eph-

Dec. 26, 1774, Daniel Gates bought raim Rice from Petersham, Mass ., lot, 
lot, No. 65 of the proprietors in Con- No. 74 for $500. Now called the Rice 
necticut for £23. The farm is now farm. Mr. Dutton probably lived on 
owned by John Miller. Gates sold a that farm before buying of Jonathan 
piece of land in 1791, to Cotton Skin- Knight in June, following. John Rice 
ner, ashoemaker, who sold the same sold Oct. 23, to Amos Rice from Peter
in 1792, to Nathan Cook. Capt..Tohn sham, Mass., lot, No. 52 for $700. 
Metcalf, gentleman, who married Sa- This farm may have been the S amuel 
rah Taylor of Hinsdale ; lived just Duncan place. John, also, sold Eph
south of Gates ' house, on land which raim Rice 30 acres in 1783. 

he bought in 1789, he sold his place to John Scott sold, Mar. 17, to John 
",Vm. Moore of Greenfield, Mass., al- French, miller, the eastern half of lot, 
so the store near the meeting-house in No. 38 in Slab Hollow for £20. The 
which Benjamin E s:.abrooklived many boundary line began at the "L6g 
years. Bridge" below, " and running as the 
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jl'oad rums till you 
b
o'et ei a

b 
'ht rods above 

the grist-mill dam" then westerly it 

:straight line, so as to take half of said 
lot." French 80h:1 in 1784, to h:is 
;S01l, Johu Jr., 231-2 acres "with one 
half of the grist-mill and mill-spot, 
tOne half of the dwelling-holl_se on J 0

,seph Hayward, my son-in-laws'land:" 
A part of the boundary was 

<'the southcast· east cornel' of my Log
. 

maininO' estate to Micah French Jr. for
b . 

$144. 

Sept. 22. I.t. J 'ohn 'Vynlan from 
Cambridge, Mass., hought a parL of 
lot, No. 38 of John Sargeant of Brat
tleboro. He also purchased the same 
year a partof lot, No. 39 of Asa Sharpe, 
a proprietor in -Connecticut. This farm 
is now Cilwned by H enry French. Oct. 
13 he buuo'ht a part of lot, No, 63 of 

, b . 

HOllse." J oE eph Hayward W:f.S a shoe- i Thomas Clark, 
m aker. In 178.3, Freudl sold Hay- 'I Jonathan Gates or IVorcestel' , Tliass., 
ward one htdf his farm-hov_se, grist· 
mill and mill·privileges. The dced was 
s igned by J olm French and Mary, his 
wife . Hayward was married to their 
daughteI-, Sarah. Jan. 15, 1784, by 
Rev. Mr. Goodhue of Putney. 

Apri! 7. Jonathall. Knight, Esq., 
bought lot, No. 58 fOI' $655, with build
ings tllereoll, of Cyrus and Experience 
Houghton. This is the Simeon Reed 
farm, and the old buildings were a few 
rods south of the present dwelling-house 
on the plaee. Artemas Knigh t of 'V01'

cester, 1\1ass., sold, Apr. 19, lot, No. 
49 to Jonathan KniO'l{t and he sold the '" , 
same to Sanlllel Dutton Jlme 9, "for 
$600 Bay Currency, or silver at five 
shillings & eight pence t.he oUllce." In 
1780, Jonathan purchased a wholc 
share of land in the township of Corn
wall, Vt. of Nathan Foot. Cyrus 
Houghton, who sold his farm to Mr. 
Knight, was doubtless the father of 
"Daniel Houghton, killed at W estmin
ster March ye 13, 1775" 

March 20. Joshua Walton sold a part 
of lot, No. 113 to John Cmwford, near 
'Vest river bridge. ll'Ir. Crawford, on 
account of sickness in 1782, delivered 
up his propcrty to the selectmen and 
they were to provide him with "such 

Necessaries as shall be comfortaLle for 
my support" He died in 1785 , and 
W"illiam Boyden, Admr. sold his re

10 . 

sold June 19 , one half of lot.. No. 22 
to Isa:.tc Mmcl.'. 

Dec. H , John Manley sold land to 
llis s-ou, John Jr., near to Jonas Liver
more. John Jr., sold a part Df the 
same lot, No. 115 to Seth Hudson, 
housewrighL. 

Jan. 3, Joseph Hildreth Jr., sold lot., 
No. 119 tc Joscph Covey aRd Eazael 
Hooker. 

Aug. 16, Thomas Murry sold Capt.. 
Ebenczer Merrick a part of lot, No. 
126, on vVest river road neal' the land 

of Oliver Evans. 

Sept. 13, TillotsOl~ Miller of Deer 
field, Mass., sold lot, No. 34 to Josiah 
Boyden, 

1779. 

May 19, John Florida from Shrews
bury, Mass., bought of James Nichols 
a part onot, No. 27 on the river road 
to PULney, for £420. 

Nov. 29, Samuel Laughton soid a 
part of lot, No. 63 to Thomas Laugh
ton, a shoemaker, from Rutland, Jl.iass . 
Deacon Thomas, as he is called, lived 
east of Jacob Laughton'S, probably 
where J. Arms Miller now resides. 

1780. 

D ec. Hj, Samuel Dutton sold to his 
son, David, one half his farm, includ
ing half the house, north end, and'barn, 

• 
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one half the stock, farming-tools &c. May 13. The proprietors in Boston. 
In 1786, he sold Asa Dutton one half of land in Dummerston, gave a power 
of the farm, and signed an acquittance of attorney to J onathau Mason Jr., and 
to Stephen Dutton for one-half the Rufus Green AmO'ry and their names 
barn in 1789. Asa's half of the as agems fur the proprietors "ppear 00 

farm included one half of the first deeds after this date. 
division of lot, No. 49, "west of the 
road which runs between the house and 
barn, as then trod," and the southern 
half of the secO'nd division of the lot. 
One half the house was deeded to Asa 
in 1789. 

1781. 

Benjamin -Whitney bO'ught Nov. 1, 
Tot, No. 10, of Daniel Taylor Esq., of 
N ewfaue, for" 500 Spanish Milled Dol
lars." This is probably the farm south 
of where Alonzo Dutton now lives. 
Mr. Whitney sold a part of his lot, 15 
acres, the same year, t{) ""Yilliam Boy
den. 

Apr; 14, W-m. K eIley sold let, NO'. 
93 to Jesse Manley for $200 - near 
the Gardner Knapp place. 

Apr. 27, Samuel Duncan , from Gnild
ford, bought 43 acres of Ezra Robin
>'On, neal' Brattleboro line. Mr. Dun
can is reported in 1786, as a miller from 
Northfield, Mass., when he sold land to 

Ephraim Rice. 

1782 

Jan. 18, Jack Freeman sold to John 
Fuller a farm for $400, near Isaac Mil
ler's on the Connecticut river road. 

Aug. 20, Samuel Norcross, cord
wainer, from Putney, bought lot, No. 
90, neal' Putney line , of Samuel Childs 
and L eicester GrO'svenor, the Connecti
cut proprietors. 

June 5, Tnomas Holton settled on 
lot, No. 62, which he purchased of the 
original proprietors. He sold one half 
the farm to Aracl, his son, and it has 
been occupied by t.he Holton family 100 
years. 

Samuel Childs Jr. , was a resident 
of ,Voodstock, Conn., and Leicester 
Grosvenor, of --Windsor, M8_S$_ They 
sold several lots to the early settlers. 

Daniel Taylor E sq., of N pwfane, 
sold most of the farms in the west, part 
of the-town to t.he first settlel"S in that 
locality. He beught SBverallots in the 
east part of the town and resold them 
to settlers . 

Dec. 14, Thomas Burnham sold to. 
Oliver Hale from iYIarlboro, M ass ., "the 
whole of the labor and possession that's 
done on lot, No. 3-5" except a small piece' 
t,hat's cleared on the south part of said 
lot by Pat--menas Temple, and a house
and about one acre of land ou the south 
west corner of said lot." 

Oct. 25 , Nathaniel French, son or 
Nathaniel French of Brattleboro , settled 
on lot, No. 113, near "Vest river , -'it 
being-part of the right of :NIl'. ,lvim 
White, who was one of the original pur
chasers of the commisioners a:ppointed 
by the Province of Connectieut, as by 
the Antient Decd appears." l\1r. 
French had probab- y been on the lot 
some time before the purchase was 
made. 

J nne 5" Aaron Brooks bough t of the ....... 
proprietors, lot, No. 21, and sold one 
half the same Aug. 20, to John Full
er. Dea. Adin A. Dutton J}ow resides 
on the farm. Dan I3rooksmarried Pol
ly Presson of Gilsum, N. H., Aug. 6, 
1783, and in 1787, Aaron Brooks deecl
ed him 12 acres in lot, No.4 east, near 
the river. 

June 5, Joseph Hildreth bought of 
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the proprietors 10t, No. 91 near Spauld
ings ' hill. 

J uue 5, 13arzillai Rice purchased lot, 
,No. ~6 east of J rucob Laughton's . 

Oct. 25, John Miller bought of tile 
Connecticut heirs lot, No. 84, near the 

Prospect hill. 
June 5, J aSOll Duncan houghtof the orig
inal proprietors, lot, N o. 80, where he 

settled and lived many years, neal' the 
ur" N I 
Of llham egus p ace. 

Mar. 29, Rev. Joseph FalTa!' bought 
. ' ., . f 

,of BaI Zllla1 RlCe a pat t o. lot, No, 6a, 
. 

north of the m eet-l-ng·house. The p lace 
· d dID" 11)'vas a t,ef rWHr owne )y 1'. oewa

•. . 
,¥alker andwaswhcl'ehereslCled-atthf' . f' 

tIme 0 IllS -death. 


J,UIW 5, Marshall Miller bought of" 
the ,prvprietors, lot~ No. 85 where he 
:scttled near .his brothel' , John. In 1783 , 
he purchased of Asa Sharpe 40 acres 

:in ihe .ac,joining lot, No, 64. 
., 13 . I P I d

J une ;), ema 1 uh13 m purc lase 
. 

lot, No. 95 and suld one .half the SaIne .. ~ .
iln 1, 84, to J onas Livermore. 

J ' FI" I C kId I 
uue ;), "lJa 1 00 ocate on ot, 

N o. 87 and sold one half Ole same to 
Solomon Cook. Elijah's wife wasnam

'ed Elefe. This farm is located wb.ere 
Asa Laughton lived mtW:1y ,years. 

June 5, Richal'd Kelley bought lot, 
No, 41 OIle mile southwest from the 

H ollow. 
Nov. 12, Ichabod Knapp sold lo t, No. 

148 in the northwest corner of the town 

3D acres was s@ld in 1784, to Dan Hib
bard by Hosea Miller-

Apr. 28, Dea. Nathaniel Holmes, 
cordwainer , bouo-ht 40 acres taken from 
the west end of iot, No. ll6. Josiah 
Packard purchased on the same day the 

remaining 60 acres in lot, 116. The 
farm was -afterwards owned by Deacon 
Daniel 'Walker. 

A 22 A Sh f P f 
pro ., sa, arpe 0 om ret, 

COllU., -old L emuel Davenport 60 acres 
. I N 64 I If 'I I f 
lIt ot, 0, · , one- 1a ml e nort 1 0 
I . h H I Id A 

t 1e meetll1 0'_ ous,e . e a so so pr,
" .0. :r 

24, oO.a~l esllllot,Nn,60,nexttoPut·"' 
ney tme, to .Jabez Butler, now proba
bl l' d J 'f' \"h I·l y, :1owar ones arm, '" arpe so \ 
J H'll h A 'I "1 1 1\,T 3, e .3se I c r et . , prt", ot, I,·D, . 
near the Slate Quarry. 
,. . 

Capt. Ebenezer M elTlck bought Apr. 
16, of J osia.h Willard of Winches~e:': 
N. B .. one whole s har~ of land ongl
na lly granted to J ohn PWl'ce , a charter . . . .
pl'opneto r ; located neal' \¥eSL nvel',
A ')1"::1 ld C I' JPl'. " ,,-, l.arpe so orne HIS ones 

.. .. . . 
101. No. 00, about 1 1-2 lUlles souch of 
Hosea Miller's. 

Mar . 19, Richard Kelley sold Wrn . 

K elJey one halfof lot, No. 41, andApr, 
22, Sha;c sold .Will~a~l. Kelley 1.-~ of 
of lot, No. 42, In Vlclmty of \YIlham 
Knapps' place . 

Mal'. 7, Lielltenant Daniel Kathan, 
housewright, bought one-half of lot, 
No. 12' Tllis land is east of where 

to Joshua Bemis. In 178 7, Bemis I Rogel' Birchard's store was burned. 
bought a part of lot, No. 126 0f Capt. 
Merrick. Knapp sold in 1783 , a par t 
'Of lot, 119, to Thomas Turner of PuL

ney. John Turner bought of Bemis, 
a part of lot, No. 148 in 1786, 

1783 . 

Apr. 29, N athaniel French of Brat
tl eboro bought lot, No.5, probably 
now a paTt of Samuel Wheeler's farm. 

May 14, P armenas Temple sold J olm 
Bennett his lot, No, 35, Oliver Hale 
had made considerabl e improvements on 

Apr. 24, Moses T ay lor bonght of this lot and Bennett paid him £95 for 
Asa Sharpe lot, No . 68 south of Enoel1 his' 'labor an d possession " A clearing 
Cook's lot. The east end of this 10L, made by Temple, also, a house and one 

75 
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acre of fand in the southwest corner of 
the lot were not sold. 

Apr. 21, Sharpe sold Aaron Jones 
lot, No. 48, south of Samuel Dutton. 
He also sold Elias Wilder, Nov. 10. 
one-half of lot, No. 72, a part now of 
the Stephen Dutton place. 

Sept. 19, Ephraim Rice bought lot, 
No. 76, now Leroy Wilder's farm. 

Nov. 12, Ebenezer Hadley bought 
one-half the adjoining lot, No. 75. 

Apr. 26, Ashbel Johnson, carpenter, 
bought one-half of lot, No. 31, llear 
Putney. 

Apr. 22, Sharpe sold Wm. Midclle
ditch, one-half of lot, No. 42, east of 
Samuel Dutton. 

Apr. 21, Oliver Hartwell bought 32 
acres in lot, No. 50, north of Samuel 
Dutton. 

Apr. 21, Sharpe sold Cornelius Jones 
lot, No.6, TIear Rufus Sargeant. 

Apr. 26, Jonas Stockwell from New
fane bought on Dummerston Hill a 
whole share of land of Colonel Josiah 
-Willard of Winchester, N. H., origi-:
nally granted in the charter to Elijah 
Alexanrler. 

May 1'4, Josiah Temple sold a part of 
lot, No. 36, to Parmenas Temple. 

1784. 

Feb. 4, Daniel Sargeant bought of 
David Bond a part of lot, No. 2, near 
Rufus Sargeant. 

Mar. 5, Dr. Thomas Baker bought 
of John Scott, 35 acres in lot, No. 38 
and lived where J oel Miller now resides. 

May 7. Joseph Nourse bought lot, 
No. 118, Dear Putney line and West 
rIver. 

Aug. 11, Rev. Joseph Farrar sold for 
£140 to the town of Dummerston, his 
share of land known as the Public lot 
on which the meeting-house stands, 
with buildings and improvements there
on, which he claimed by virtue of his 

being the first settled minister of the, 
gospel in town. 

Mar. 9, Ebenezer Wait, blacksmith, 
from South Hadley, Mas-s., bought ot 
Rev. Jose1)h Farrar five acres in lot, 
No. 65, on which he built a blacksmith's; 
shop, and in May 1785, he bought a 
house opposite the shop of' Sarah Cut
ler, wife of Seth Cutler, for $22; lo
cation near the road east of. Clark Ba
con's house. 

Oct. 19, Capt . David Barton and his 
son. David Jr., bought 50 acres in lot~ 
No. 68. south from Enoch Cook. 

Asa French, the same year. sold 
Abmham Rice lot, No. 135, near Wic
kopee Hill. 

Oct. 15 , David Bixby from Leyden). 
Mass., bought 40 acres in lot, No. 97> 
west of Jonas Walker. 

May 2, Isaac Childe bought a share 
of land OIl Dummerston Hill, of Col. 
Jo~iah 'Villard. H e sold the same day 
a part of the laBd to Stephen Bennctt 
from Brattlebo1'o, for $200. His SOD, 

Orren Bennett, was born aDd is stillliv
ing at the age of 90 years, on this place 

Se-pt. 26, Will. Sargeant bought land 
near Capt. John Kathan. 

:!VIay 20, Dea. Thomas Laughton 
bought of' Barzillia Rice a part of lot, 
No.57. 

May 17. Capt. Ellis Griffeth bought 
a Iot 011 Dummerston Hill of Danie] 
Taylor, and he also sold a lot, May 18, 
to Seth Briggs in the same locality. 

1785. 

June 22, Paul W. Hazen and Ed
ward Hazen Jr. , from Swansey, N. H., 
bought of George Atkinson of Ports
mouth, N. H" lot, No. 105, on West 
river road next to Brattleboro line. 

July 30, Lieut. Leonard Spaulding 
bought of Joseph Hildreth, lot, No. 91, 
in consideration of work performed; 
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near Putney line. In 1786, Spaulding 
bought of Joseph Minot of Concord, 
N. H. , his share of land in Dummers
ton, owned by virtue of ,James Minott's 
right as a charter member. 

Dec. 24, Capt. Ebenezer Merrick 
made his "Pitch of land," 200 acres 
bought of Colonel Wilhrd of Win,~hes
tel'; location on vVest river road , north 
of the village. Merrick also made sev
eral other purchases of land in that lo
cality and resold to first settlers . 

Apr. 14 , Samuel Howe bought land 
near Fall Brook, of J osiah Packard. 
Zachariah Cutler owned land near the 
same brook. Abraham' Fitts, who liv
ed in that locality bought his land in lot, 
No. 116, of Packard in 1787. Packard 

bought land of I saiah Stone of T owns- I one~half the saw-mill on Salmon brook, 

at West village, sold l1is store to Dan 
T aylor. 

Oct. 5, Benjamin Whitney bought 
100 acres of John Penhallow, Esq., of 
Portsmouth , N. H. It was a part of 
the original right of Richard ' Vibird, 
Esq., late of Portsmouth, of whom Peu
hallow was an heir. Robert Fletcher 
of Dunslable, N. H., one of the origi
nal gl'antees and D aniel vVarner of Am
herst N. H. , an original grantee, sold 
each, a share of land in Dummerston to 
Daniel T aylor. 

Dec. 17, Robert Usher of Merrimac, 
N. H., :\,n original grantee sold' his 
share to James Minott of Concord, N. 
H. 

Mar. 20, Stephen "\Voodbury, trader , 
bouo'ht of Charles Davenport & Son, 

hend. Seth Smith and H annah. his 
wife, sold Packard a part oflot, No. 115. 

1786. 

1'.iay 2, Silas T aft sold Solomon 
"\Villard of 'Vinchester, N. H., "the 
gristmill ancl houses and barn >. and ev
ery building and Fence on 20 acres" for 
£135 ; location, vI' cst Dummerston vil
lage. 

Mar. 14, Benjamin and Samuel Pres
son from Chesterfield, N. H. , bonght 
of Micah French Jr. a part of lot. No. 
122, up in the Hague, 

June 13, Seth Hudson bought of the 
proprietors lot, No. 94, now the Reuben 
'Valker place, and Reuben Spauld
ing bought 32 acres of James Manley, 
west of the same lot. 

Aug. 31, H enry Cressy from Chester
field, N . H., bought 61 acres in lot. 

N o. 34, of Josiah Boyden, Joined on 
Canoe brook. 

May 4, John Whipple bought lot, 
No. 56, south of Jacob L aughton's 
place . No. 6, Jonathan P age , trader, 

near the oTist-mi1l of Maj . Josiah Boy
,len. b 

1788 

Jan. 10 , I saac Burnett bought lot, 
No. 129 and a part of 109. 

Rufus Green Amory, agent for the 
proprietors in Boston made the follow
ing sa.les November 5, to Isaac and 
Electa Bigelow, lot, No. 17; Sylvanus 
and Dorces Ba.llad a part of No. 35; 
Asa and P olly Dutton a part of No. 
71 ; Isaac and Elizabeth Boyden, a part 
of No. 55 ; Samuel and J emima Nich
ols, No. 20; Adam and Lucy Whit
ney, No. 141; Thomas and Rebecca 
Laughton , a part of No. 57 ; Calvin 
Butler N o. 33 ;Jos . and Jemima Bemis, 
No. ';'0; Lycas and Hann"h Symonds, 
No. 140; Jonas and Barah Livermore, 
No . 124 ; Abel and Rebecca Butler, 
No. 88; Jesse and Bethany Knight, a 
part of No. 57; Seth and Sarah Dun
can, No. 112; Jabez Butler , a part of 
No. 57; H osea 2\iiller, No, 145, near 
Newfane; Lemuel Graham for work 
done by his father, Andrew Graham, 

'" 
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No. 40, about 3-4 of a mile south of the .town, Hosea Miller for No.2 in 
Slab Hollow. t.hf> centn,l part, and ,saIilllel Dutton 

Jan. 4, Timothy Underwood from for No.3 in the soutilel'll. June 15, 
Srewsbury, Mass., bought land next to 
Putney line, 

Samuel Wakefield and I saac Taylor 
bought lot, No. 125 , in the Hague. 
Nov. 25, Jason Dunoan bought lot 79, 
of' Amory, where he lived and kept the 
town clerk's office many years. 

1789. 

Asa Caryl from Marlboro bought 
what is now called the Caryl place. 
July 7, S:l,muel Porter of Putney bought 
lot, No. 140, on Dummerston HilL 

July 28, David Pollard, shoemaker, 
sold a ll his goods, tools, stock &c. to 
Tiulothy Church of Brattleboro. 

EARLY ROADS. 

The first committee to iay out roads 
in this town were chosen in Mal'. ] 771 ; 
Samuel vViswall, Alexande.r Kathan, 
and. Enoch Cook. At the same meet
ing, Benjamin Jones and Alexander 
Kathll)] wcre chosen surveyors of' high
ways. 

Nov. 23, ] 772, thc town voted to 
1wcept all the roads, as then laid out ex
cept the onc leading from the meeting
house to Daniel Kathan's. After an 
adjournment of two hours, during whieh 
time all diffic_ulties were adjusted so that 
when business was again r esumed, the 
town voter! "by a grait majority" that 
the road be accepted as it thcn nm from 
the meeting-house, past Hosea Miller's 
down across Salmon brook, by the 
" COl'll Mill" (in the Hollow) out to 
Daniel Kathan's and the "grate road" 

leading from Putney to Brattleboro. In 
1773, there were only three highway 
districts in town. For that year, John 
Shepherd Gates was chosen surveyor 
for Dist. No. ] in the eastern part of 

] 773, J ohn Shcpherd Gates surveyor 
in No. ], was instructed to have the in
habitants, living on the road leading to 
Pntney by John Kathan'S, work out 
their share of taxes on that road, exclu
sive of the road lately laid by J. Shep
herd Gates' to Putney. No further rec
ord ofroads was made on the town books, 
as now existing, till 1780, when the 
selectmen laid out a road from vViliiam 
BOycl~ll'S, past Thomas Holton's, Sam
uel Luugllton's, down across ~almoll 

brook and. up to Lt. Daniel G<ttcs' house 
where John MilleI' now lives . That 
part of the road from the brook to J Ohll 
Miller's is not tnwel1ecl at the present 
day. The ~ame year, the road was 
turned a few rods nort,h of D,lniefGates' 
alld made to rUll "as strate a course as 
the land will admit of to the meetillg
house." 

Before the road was straightene<i , the 
course was farther to the eastward. The 
road extending north to Lt.. Spaulding's 
was probably laid out and accepted in 
] 772. 

In May] 781, the selectmen laid ont 
a road beginning near where Dca. Le
roy ViTilder now lives , running nort,h
easterly , northernly, then northwester
ly, "to the road that leads from "Vest 
river to the meeting-house'- ' A Pal'! 

of this roarl is the one now leading past 
Lukc T. Bond's place, The roarl was 
tnrned in 1780, fro111 where Stephen L. 
Dutton now lives. and laid out down to 
the road now ieadingpastHiram Knapp's 
residence, to Brattleboro. 

June 1782 , a road was laid out from 
the house of N athanicl Haven to P aul 
vVilson's land, tl::en on his 101 to the road 
"that goes to Shep hCl Gates'." 

In ] 783, Josiah Boyden had a roar! 

.. 




-I 
I 

DUl\fl\fERSTON. 79 

laid out from his house to the road lead- ed sonth from the Simeon Reed place 
ing past the Temple farm. on Putney west-hill. 

The old road from the meeting-house In ] 797, the town established a bri 
to "Vest river, went south, past Enoch cUe-road from Mr. Haven's, to Elijah 
Cook's, where it turned southwest, and Brown's also, turned the road from the 
then westerly, to the top of the hill, ex- Rice place to Stephen Dutton'S, and ac
tendiug down by the Benjamin Esta- cept" d one from D an iel Zwears to the 
brook place , straigh t west, past Benja- "great road" over "Vest river. No oth
min Alvord's and Jonas 'iValker's place, el' roads are 00 record up to 1797, but 
then northwesterly to the river. several more must have been laid out 

The old road leading east from the previous to that year. 

meeting-house was changed in 1782, 
and instead of running on t.he north side HOW THE EARLY SETTLERS 

of Thomas Clark's house, where J. E LIVED. 
"Vorden now lives , was made to run 

WHAT THEY ATE: - In all the N ew 
south of his dwelling-house and was E ngland settlement~, one common arti
several rods farth er south than the pres cle of food was bean-porridge. It was 
ent road, leading from the common to eaten for breakfast and, oftentimes, for 
the top of the hill on the west side of supper. Dinner, usually, consisted of 
tl'le Salmon brook. boiled meat and some kind ,)f vegeta

In Inn, the seleetmen laid OUL aroad bles, most frequent ly till·nip. These 
from Rufus Sargeant's place west, by were boiled in a large iron-pot or kettle .. 
Elihu Sargeant's nortlnvesterly to Josiah T J make bean-porridge, a sufficient 
K elley's, then north to Richard Kelley's : quantity of beans were boiled with meat 
which is the road now travelled from and turnip. 'iVhen these were rcmov.
Parker Horse'S, where Rufus Sargeant cd, the residue with the beans, was 
Ii ved, west by the George Hildreth place, made into porridge . In cold weather 
round past the Joseph Nourse farm, enough was made at once to las sever
even to the Hollow. The river road to al days. It is said in the old rhyme 
Brattleboro, in thoRe times, went from that it was "best when it's nine days 
the plaee now owned by John Presson, old." However that may be, it 'was 
over the hill by the Stephen French customary cvery morning, to "hang the 
place, past Samuel \Vh eeler's, then kettle on" and serve the ponidge' sillok
southerly, coming out-at the Willing- ing hot. After milk became plenty, 
ton place n(,w owned by Milton :i\1iller. that, with brown bread was eaten, usu-

The road now running west, above ally, by families, for their evening meal. 
George Knap p's place to West river. was :The brown bread was baked in a stone 
laid outJalJ. 16, 1781. The western or brick oven often built separate from 
part, ending ncar Addison Kn app's the honse. On baking days, when the 
house, was laid out in 1783. oven was sufficiently heat-ed, the {;oals 

The ro ud laid out aeross Dea. Jesse were removed with the "fireslice," and 
Nlanley's land to Pntney li ne. was the oven swept clean with the "oven 
accepted in 1797. Josiah Spaulding broom." The "bread-peel ," a kind of 
gave a bridle-road through his land to wooden-shovel , was used to place the 
Abraham F an"S house , and it was es- bread in the oven where it was baked 
tablished in 1797. Abraha.m Fan Iiv- on the bare heated stone or brick. The 

,

?" 
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grandfathers and grandmothers claimed (.Judd -says in the history of Olel H adley 
that no bread baked in a pan or dish th at some families had 365 of these hard 
ever tasted so sweet as itdid when bak- boiled puddings in a year . The style 
ed as tbey were accustomed to have it of' living in "ye olden time" has been 
done. celebrated in song. 

Pumpkins were baked in the same way I "Pottag·ea.lld P lld (l in.gs witholltellsta."d~ and 

as bread and also furnished a common 
,

article of food. A ripe pumpkin, hav
ino' a very hard ,;hell was taken and 

o . ' 
a hole was cut lil the stcIU-end SOlu e five 
or six inches in diameter, the piece he
ing kept whole which was tal,en out. 
The seeds and all the stringy substance 
were then scraped out clean . Thus pre
pared, it was partly filled with new milk 
and covercd with the piece taken out, 

. pIes,.
'Vitl1 tUl'lUPS a nd parsnIps are ('O'l],lliOn 

supplies ; 

W e have pumpkins at morning and pump· 
kins at nig11t, 

'Tw",s not for pumpkins, we sllonldbe in n 
pI ight." 

Great quantities of meats were eat
en. T hese consisted of beef and pork 
and the wild meats obtained in the fol'
ests, sll ch as bear, deer, moose, wild 
turkeys and smaHer game. The streams 

placed in ." well:heated oven and left Iand rivers abounded in fi sh of which 
to bake SIX or~lght 110urs. It was al- I large quantit~e~ were caught and eaten 
lowed to cool lU th e oven, and, when I by many fanllh es . 
served, was eat.en ·witll milk. Some 

WHAT THEY DRANK .
scraped Ollt the pumpkin and ate it in 
bowls-others turned thl' milk in tu the It is granted th a t cold water was Ilscd 

lJUlllpkins and ~te fran: th~ pumpkins. Iwhen nothing str~nger could be oblai11
Govcnor Clnttenden III hIS youth of ed; but strong drlllks were Ulu('h used. 

ten made a hearty llleal in this way .1 and the grandfathers were full of expe· 
Pumpkins were very much preferred to 
squashes by the early settlers , and few 
of the latter were raised. 

Turnips and parsnips were raised in 
la rge quantities and were the mostcoUl
man vegetables. Very few potatoes 
were grown and scarcely a barrel would 
be disposed of by a large family in a 
year. Sweet corn, which is so exten
sively used at the present day, was un
known , and when corn was warited to 
bailor roast in the grcen state, yellow 
corn was used. Considerable quanti
ties of wheat were raised, but it was 
not much used in every-day life. "Wheat
en cakes were a luxury to be enjoyed 
when company was present, Barley 
cakes were eaten, and buckwheat was 
not much relished except as hoe-cakes 
and "flapjacks." Boiled and baked In
dian puddings were a common diet, and 

·clients to make them. Malt beer was 
1 a common beverage . 
I "If barley b e wanting to make into m alt., 

We must then be contented, and th ink tt 
n o fault; 

FOt" "we call1nake liquol', to sweeten onr lips, 
Of PUDlpkins. and p nrsnilJs, a.nd 'walllut tree 

chips." 

From the settlings in beer-ban-els, our 
grandmothers made ,.Eruptyings." a 
kind of yeast, so called becansc the har 
rels 'vere emptied for the settlings. 

Flip, a strong drink , was usually made 
of beer heated fo aming hot with a reel 
hot "loggerhead," and then pouring in 
a glass of rum. Punch was also a com
mon drink and was passed round to the 
company in bowls. This kind of drink 
was so called because it originally con
tained five ingredients - water, sugar, 
tea, lemons, and arrack, a kind of spir
it. The word means five. Later, rum 

http:Pottag�ea.lldPlld(lin.gs
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was the kind of' spirit used, and milk 
was added to make milk-punch. 

Black-strap was a cheap kind of drink 
and was drank when nothing better 
could be afforded. It was :nade of rum 
sweetcned with molasses. Toddy and 

stock of boots and shoes, which was 
called "whipping the cat." 

THEm CONVENIENCES OF LIFE. 

The style of living was necessarily 
simple. Their first houses were rude 
Rtructures made of unhewn logs. The 

egg-nogg furnished other varieties of open spaces between the logs were fill

drink. As soon as the people obtain- ed with clay and mnd, and the roof 

ed orchar cls, cider was drank in large was shingled with bark or rived splints. 

quantities by all classes, rich and poor. The interior, usually consisted of on(' 

Hop-beer was also brewed and drank: room lighted with olle 0 ) ' two small pris

in' large qnantitie.s. All drinking of the on-like windows. A rough stone chim

common people was social, all drinking ney was built at OIlC end of the room, 

from the salHe mug or bowl. havID,g u fiN~:rplacc c<l.p8"ble Q'" receiv-


WHAT THEY WORE. ing wood 4-feet in length , and children 

Garments for summer were made of might sit in the corners and look up at 


tow-cloth or linen spun from flax. 'W001 

was raised in considerable quantities 
and furnisheri the materials for winter 
garments. Carding, spinning, weav
ing, al1c1 coloring were done by the in
dustriolls females, and the cloth manu

the sturs. :More light was often conveyed 
i.ltO th room from the large chimney 
than from the dim little windows. One 
room was made to serve the purpose of 
kitchen, dining-room, dormitory, and 
parlor. La,tel', when boards conld be 

filctured into garments and beel-clothing. procured, a more comfortable and con
Flax was rai3ed ill large quantitie.~. venient house was built, genera~ly with 

Instead of being mown or reaped, it two rooms, a board floor and brick 
was pulled and the dirt .shaken very chimney, on one side of which was a 
carefu lly from the roots. This was by brick-oven. The most important apart 
general consent, the work of women mellt was the kitchen with its capa
8:'lld girls. The flax after it was pulled cious fire-place, andirons and bellows, 
was laid out and rotted for several weeks 
to make the fibre suitable for breaking 
and preparing for spinning. The young 
women of nearly every family could 
spin and and most of them could weave. 
The male members of a honse-hold usu
ally went barefoot in summer time, and 
females in some cases went 'without 
shoes. The women were very careful 

the crane and pot,. suspended from it, 
showed that the day of stoves had not 
arrived. The commodious high-backed 
settle made a comfortable seat protect
ed from the wind, whistling throngh the 
crevices. There would be f«und the 
spinn ing-wheel , plied by the good honse
'wife as she found leisure; and the trusty 
firelock and powder-horn hung over the 

of their 8hoes, and in.some instances they fireplace ever ready for any emergency. 
would in going to church, carry their 
shoes, and at somecollvenient place 
before arriving, put them on. 

Shoemakers or cordwainers, as they 
were called, were accustomed to go about 
from house to house, and make for 
each family in a neighborhood, a year's 

11 

For dishes, wooden plates were fh'st 
used, then pewter, 'and later, "Queen's 
ware," which were kept in a sort of 
cupboard called a "dresser." 

"THE LIGHT OF OTHER DAYS," 

was the tallow-candle or tallow-dip as 
it was often called. Later, the oil-lamp 
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came into use, ancl lastly, kerosene anel l a pillion, holding another, anti with one 
gas. 1\iatches had not been invented, hand clinging to hcr lmsballd. 
l1:1ld' the utmost precaution had to be Before fields were fenced, cattle were 
takerr lest their fires should go out. Fire kept in onc drove and guitrcled by a man 
was kept by burying a brand deep in who from the nature of his employment 
the ashes . When the fire was out, it was called a hayward. 
was necessary to obtain it from some I Swine were guardetl Q.T looked after 
neighbor or sti'ike a light with the aid by a comn1ittee of nine perso1ls chosen 
of flint and steel. The invention of ; anmmliy callerl " Hog-Haywunls. " 
"locofoco" matches was lmiled with de
light. 

The line of distinction between the 
rich and poor, the cultivated and uncul
tivated, was more distinctly drawn in 
the early days than at the present tin:l.e. 
They,vere very careful to give DO titles 
where they were not clue, aml, alsu,. as 
[·areful to write the titles of' persons in 
affairs that were passing. Tlfister and 
Mistress were respectful forms of' ad
a.ress for per~ons of rank, or ministers 

and their wives. In a list. of 100 free
mea of·olden t.imes, you will not find 
above four or five distinguished by lVIr., 
although they were men of some sub
stance. "Good man" and "good wo
man," often abbreviated to "g"oady," 
were the common titles. 

THEIR ANIUSE}1ENTS 

were few but exceedingly social. Husk
ing and quilting-bees were fi'equent in 
the farming communities. House
warmings, house and barn-raisings, the 
old fashioned muster, and the fourth of 
July nearly completed the list of eIlter

tainment-'f. 

TRAVELLING 

was performed on foot or on horseback. 
At every house was the horse-block or 
convenient place to monnt the horse. A 
man, his wife and two children could 
ride conveniently on the back of a strong 
horse. The husband held one child in 
front, and the wife rode behind him on 

Isaac~1iller.Tr., had th.e honor of be
iug elected to that office in this town 

in 1780. 
TITHING-olEN 

were peace offtcel's, and wel'C so calleci 
because they o]'igin}Lliy lw.d charg-c over 
tl'11 families in a neighborhood. 

DSEH. H.EEV£.S 

were officers to inform against persons; 
who killed rlecr out of season, which 
a,ccording to law, ,yas between January 
1st and Aug. 1st. 

CHuRCH HISTORY 


CHAPTER 1. 


THE OLD :llEETING HULSE: - The 
history of building the old meeling
house began with the first town meet
ing of the settlers, Mar. 4, 1771. Ac
tion was taken to secure a lot on which 
to build. Isaac NIilier and Benjamin 
Jones were the committee to choose 
the lot. Nov. 23,1772, the settlersac
cepted the lot chosen by the committee, 
and appointed Joseph Hildreth and 
Enoch Cook to forward the building. 
Charles Davenport and Lieut. Spauld
ing drew the plan of the house, 50x4-0. 
May, 1774, the town took action in re
gard to hiring preaching the year ensu
ing. The building of the house had 
so progTessed that the town-meeting 
was held there on 1\1ay 16, 1775. 

It is inferrrd that the committees, 
Cyrus Houghton and Joseph Hiidreth, 
did not succeed in hiring a preacher 
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for that year, as, Aug. 22, 1775, it not furnished for the house till 1790, at 
was voted in town-meeting that John IV hich time $60 was raised for that pur
H ooker, one of the heroes from Dum- pose. These windows were finish ed 
merston in the fight a t the court-house in 1791, and the committee drew orders 
at Westminster, 1775, "should carryon the town for making the sashes, glaz
on public worship on the Lord's day." ing and putting them "in, July, 1783; 
vVe conclude that no person was hired 
to preach till 1776, when it was voted 
Apr. 25, "to hire preaching this year," 
Lieut. Leonard Spaulding, JonathalJ 
Knight and William Boyden were chos
en a committee for hiring preaching. 

Nov. 19,1776 , Jonathan Knight was 
chosen to get, of the proprietors a lot 
of land to settle a minister on; Bar
zilla Rice, Lieut. Leonard Spaulding 

and voted for finishing thc porch 60x60, 
and yet after it was finished, it was not 
considered of much service to the town , 
for A'lg. 15, 1786 , it was voted to sell 
the "present porch to build a pound." 
Dan Hibbard and l\loses Taylor agreed 
to build the poulid 30 feet square of 
round poles for the porch. Atthe same 
meeting the town voted to build' 'stocks, 
and to i,avc the po£t of the stocks t·e 

and Joseph Hildreth were cho~en it I th e w hipping post." At the time the 
committee to give instructions to Mr. 
Knigllt abou t getting the lot of laud; 
and, as it had been previously voted 
to hire preacbing, it is inferred that 

MIL lJUDLEY PREACHED 

that yeal', a8 the same comlTlittee were 
instructed" to treat with him about the 
tax due him, and how mnch he must 
have before he goes away." 

The committee were paid for their 
trouble and the interest 011 the money 

'was paid to Mr. Dudley, which they 
had borrowed. At the same meetiug 

the town vDtcd to sct apart, Nov , 1776 , 
for a day of public thanksgiving in this 
town. There are no further town rec
ords till February 1780. The records 
for the intervening time have been lost. 

vVhen Rev. Joseph Farrar was hir
ed to preach, the house was in a very 
ullcomfortable c01Jdition. There were 

pews wer~ built in 1788, the town voted 
to build another porch over the f1'Ont 
door, 14 feet square in order to save 
room for four pews. The amount real
ised for the sale, of pews, 37 in nUIll

bel', was 700. In 1794., the housc was 
plastCl'ed for the firs t time at an expense 
of $150; furthermore, Charles Dav
enport Jr. was hired by the town, that 
year, to sweep the meeting-house, once 
per quarter for the sum of 75 cents. 

[lnti)l'mation received siHce the above 
was in type.] 

John Hooker shoilld, also, be iuclucle,j 
ill the committee for building the 
chllrch, chosen, Dec. 28, 177'2. 
The pews were sold Nov. 20, 1786, for 
$479, and w~re built in 1788, with lllon
eythus received: 36 were sold andone 
reserved fo), the tOWIl, m~kilJg 37 in all. 
III the first paragraph, May 1774 should 

but few, if any, pews built till!) years /be April 25, 1776. 
after the church was organized, in 1779. 
In 1788, a committee was chosen for 
building pew5, and a porch over the 
front door. Gallery-pews were sold 
that year to furnish money to build oth
e r pews and finish more pews in the 
gallery. Windows , having glass, were 

THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

in Dummerston was organized Aug. 18, 
1779, with 16 members; 

REV. JOSEPH FARRAR, FIRST PASTOR; 

members: Joseph Farrar, Thomas Hol
tOll, Joseph Tem pie, Aaron Brooks, 
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John Crawford, J,·hn French, Joseph I church; and it i~ proba9Ie that others 
Tcmple Jr., Amos Rice, Mary French, 
Sarah Holton, Samh T own, and H an
nah Brooks , The Ecclesiastiral COHD
cil which organized the church, repre
sen ted the chuclles in Putney , Brattle
boro, and Chesterfiield, N. H.; Jonah 
Goodhue was moderator. 

It is not stated in either church or 
town records, at what time :bIr. Farrm' 
began preaching in this town. He was 
probably installed in Aug. 1779 , The 
first two children ' were baptised August 
29, 1779, daughters of Samuel and Su
sauna Laughton, Esther and Snsanna. 
The dmr:::h records were first kept ou 
loose pieces of paper and some of them 
])cing lost, the aCcollnt is imperfect. 

V\Then l\1r. Farrar was first settled, 
the town gave him a deed of the farm 
on whieh he resided during his ministry. 
The toWD acted in concert with the 
church ill the management of its affairs, 
so far as r espects the settlement and 

were received into the church besides 
those who appear on the record. 

The church chose iti' first deacons in 
1783; Amos Rice, Thomas Laughton, 
and N atha,niel Holmes. .Mr. Farrar 
was dismissed .May 12, 1784, by an 
ecclesiastical council in which were repre

sented the churches in Westminster, and 
Hinsdale, and Chesterfield, N. H. 

.May 31st. the town voted to accept 
the refer~es; John Sessions, Luke 
Knowlton, and J olm Bridgman, mutu
ally chosen Oll the 13th lost. by Mr. 
Farrar on one pa rt, and the chu('C'h and 
town committee on the other. .J uly 
22d., the town voted to have the select
men and their investors take the deed 
Il f Re\". ~. Josepll :Farrar-, in behalf of 
the town. Also, voted tlllmnimonsly 
to seclll'e John Shepherd Gates, 'Will
iam Boyden, and Thomas Clark, the 
present selectmen, who have taken the 
deed of 1\1r. Farrar in behalf of the 

dismission of ministers, and payment of I town, and make good all (:ost and dam
their salaries. DHring his pastorate, 
about 5 years, 129 children were bap
tised--a large number compared with 
the infant bal;tisms in more mod
ern times. It may in part be accounted 
for by the fact persons not in full com

munion, were allowed to present their 
children in this ordinance. Frequent 

tageR tha~ may ~ccrue to them ~y reason 
of any smt or smts brougbtagamst them 
on account of their obligations given as 
aforesaid. In September the committee 
settled with :Mr. Farrar and paid him 
the amount due on his salary. 

Some information concerlling 
THE REV. JOSEPH FARRAR 

records are made to this effect. Certain I and family. N either the church rec
persons renewed their covenant and be-i ords, nor the town records of Dummer
came entitled to baptism for their chil
dren. Besides 32 persons were receiv
ed into full communion; a few by letter, 
the rest by profession, and a large pro
portion were heads of families. These 
additions were scattered along, equally 
over the time of his pastorate. There 
was no special ingathering at any ono:) 
time, and this constant increase would 
indicate faithfulness on the part of the 
pastor and a healthful growth of the 

ston, furnish any information in regard 
to Rev. Joseph Farrar' s place of res i
dence before he was settled here in the 
ministry or where he went after his 
dismission. During the summer of 
1882, we chanced to see a copy of the 
"History of Marlboro, N. H. " and 
learned several families, having the 
same name, Farrar,resided in that town. 

This history and a correspondence 
with the author , Charles A. Bemis, fur
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nished this information . The name IWaterford, Maine, and beeame the 
F arrar signifi es iron , and 'was, doubt- mother of Charles Farrar Brown whose 
less, first used to designate a locality nom de plume was"Artemas vVard." 
where that metal wns foun d. As a fam- Rev. Joseph Farrar was the third 
ily name it was first known in England and you'lgest son of George Farrar of 
from W alkeline de FalTars, a Norman Lincoln , Mass ., q,nd was bol'll probably 
of distinction attached to 'William, Duke in that town, June 30, 1744. H e was 
of Normandy , before the invasion of doubtless, a great-grandchild of George 
1066 . From him, all of the name , ill Farrar, b. 1670, and whose death oc
England and America, are descended. curred in 1760. H e ~raduated at Har
His son, Henry de Farrars, was the first vard college, 1767, and married July 
of the family to settle in England, soon 28, 1779, Mary Brooks of Grafton, 
after the Conquest. The family becan:e Mass., b. Feb. 4, 1755, and who lived 
very numerous in England. Among 
the original proprietors of Lancaster, 
~Iass., were two brothers, J ohn and Ja
cob, as early as 1653 . Tradition says 
they came from Lancashire, England. 

J aeob, left his wife and children in 
England till a new residence was pre
pared for them in Lancaster, J 658. H~ 

diedJn 'WobuJ'll, Mass., 1677. His eld
est son, Jacob, b. in E ngland, probably 
about 1642, m. 1668, Hannah, dau. of 
George H ayward. H e was killed by 
the Indians, Aug. 22, ] 675. George, 
second son of J acob Jr., b. A ug. 16, 
1670, m. SepLo 9, 1692, Mary Howe, 
and settled in that part of Concord, now 
Lincoln. He died May 15, 1760 . His 
wife d. A pr. 12, ] 761. Daniel, the 
second son of George and Mary (Howe) 
Farrar, b. Nov. 30 , 1696; 111. Hannah 
Fletcher; settled in Sudbury, and died 
about 1755. Josiah, the eldest son of 
Daniel, b. Sept. 1722; m. 1745, Han
nah Taylor of Northboro. Her father , I 

John Taylor, was a man of considerable I 
note and a tory of the R evolution , whose 
llame was borne by a form er govenor 
of New Hampshire, John T aylor Gil
man. Daniel, a brother of Josiah was 
born in 1724 ; m. 1748, Mary-. 

Phineas, a son of J osiah, was the 
father of Calvin, whose eldest daughter, 
Caroline Eliza , married Levi Brown of 

to be over oue hundred years old and 
celebrated her one-hundreth birth-day 
by attending church. R ev ..Tohn J. 
Putman preached, on the occasion, from 
Prov. XVI. 3. "The hoary head is a 
crown of glory, if it be found in the 
way of righteouSlIcsR ." 

The history of Dublin, N . H., states 
that R ev . Joseph Farrar was the first 
settled gospel mini ster in that town, or
da ined June 10, 1772 ; dismissed J nne 
4, ] 776, and enlisted in the Revolution
ary army, serving for a time as chap
lain and leaving the army became the 
first settled millister in Dummerston. 

After leaving Dummerston he hecame 
the first settled pastor in Eden, 1811; 
(Vol. II. Vt. His. Gaz) ; ] 815, remov
ed to P etershmn, Mass., where he died 
Apr. 5, 1816, aged 72 years. Children 
of Rev. Joseph and Mary Brooks F ar
rar: 

J oseph, b. Apr . 4, 1780; resided in 
P etersham, Mass. 

Mary, b. Oct. 18 , 1781, died Apr. 
13,1786; 

,Toel. b. July 28, 1784. died April 
13, 1786; 

Reuel, born Nov. 5, 1786 ; settled in 
P etersham, Mass; 

Anna, b. Feb. 10, 1789. Sally, b. 
Jan.20,1794; 

Humphrey, b. Aug. 13, 1798; set
tled in Petersham, Mass. 
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The salary of Rev. Mr. Farrar was 
40 pound~ or $133 2-3 a year. A part 
of his salary was paid in hard money, 
the l'est in produce and wood. J ltue 
15,1782, the town 

"Voted to except Will. Negus & 
Lieut. Leonard Sp?uldiug, to provide 
wood (24 cords) for Mr. Farrar one 
year from this D ay for T en Dollars or 
three Pounds." 

I>L<\RRIAGES BY REV. JOSEPH FARRAR. 

Elijah Town and Mary Reed, June 29, I'iSO. 
Samuel Kelley, lIIargaret Howe, July 6,1780. 
Iehabocl Knapp , Caty Mill er, Dec. 10, 1780. 
Smith Butler, Thankful Honghton, l>ec.20 1780. 
Samuel Knig'ht, Susanna Burge, .Jan. 'f. , J'iSO. 
.Joh n Mill e r , Polly J)l\vcnport , ,\pr. I, 17Sl. 
Natllan Dttvis, Betty ~egu:; May 10, ]781, 
Jabez Blltler, Deliverance \Vhitney, l\fay, 178-]. 
Isaac 'Boyden, Elisabeth Laughton, .Tnn I li'Bl. 
.Tonas Livernlore; Sa.rail \Yootlbul"'y, Jun e,17~ 1. 

Jobn French , Rebecca Hayward , ~ov. 22·, 1lSI. 
David Laug-hton, DIary Spaulc1ing, ~ov.20,l lSI. 
Silas Gates, Mary Laughton, Dec. 'I, 1'i81. 
Da.vid Dutton , Polly Higgins, .Tan. 3 , 1781. 
ThOS. BurnlHl.lll Delivereilce Gr~t.hnu::, .h1..ll. 1782 
Ezekiel Rice, tfu(litll 'Villarcl, j)Iay, 2:] , 1782. 
John BU1'l1ham, Rhoda ,nlson, July, 3, 1782. 
eba's. \ViJdel', Sara.h Spau ldulg', Oot. 27, 17SZ. 
Wtn, lIIiller, Hannah ,,' orden, 1\0\' . 10, E St . 
Abel Haven, Rachel French, So,'. ~!, 1782. 
Dayid Bond, Patty Stl.l'geant, Dec. 1782. 

Samuel Gates, Susullllab J.. aughtoll,Dec. 4:, 17SZ. 

Sanlue l ~egus, Sarah Cook, JaIl. 30,1783. 

Asa French, :Merey Rice, A]u·.17,1'j83. 

Chas. Davenport .Jr., Polly Wood, May 8, 1783. 
Eijah Brown, R elief ·Haven, Oct. 8, 1'i8:3. 
Jesse Knig-ht, netball), Perry, Nov. G, 1183. 

MAURlAGES BY JONA. KNIGHT ESQ. 

Mal'shall i\filler)"rid, Abigail Boydeu, Nov 1778. 
Natha. Haven, 'Yiet. Eunice Fu..rl', .May, 1"j79. 
John Hasey, Ma ry Pratt, May 15, 1782. 
John Hill, 1\1e1'ibah, Perry, June 3,1784. 
Lemuel Gl"ahanl, Eunice BUl'nam, Aug·.191i'S-l, 
Le muel Stoddal'd, Polly Thomas, Oct. 21, 1'itl4. 
Benj . Alvord, Katherine , Davenport, Nov. IT&t. 
Asa Wilder, ' ·Vid. Joanna Crawford, Dec. 1is!. 
Abraham H,ice, Lucy NUl"se, Feb. 17,1785. 
Ebenezer Brooks, Sarah Bliss, Apr. 1785. 
Samuel Kelley, Rcbecca Choat, May 17, 1'i8;;. 
John Hill, .illolly Graham, l\Iar. S, 1786. 

lIIARRIAGES BY JlJDGE .JASOS DUNCAN 

TO 1783. 

Joseph Shaw, Elisabeth Tholl1<ts, June 30, 1785 
Samuel Laughton, Anna Spallicling Dec. 14, 1786 
John Wyman Jr. , Snsannah Cole, Nov. 22,1786 
.Tacob Laug'lltol1, Lydia Crosby, Aug. 14, 1781. 
Al'ad Holton, Rebecca H <;:>ughton, nlay 13, 1787 
Thos. B. Barnes, Du<t",)' Negus, Dec. 26. 1787. 
Daniel Davenport, Hannah Rice'Jan. 21,1787 

Andrew Wi11arcl, Caty Rice , ]\far. G, 1787. 
Sam'l Nichols, Dolly Bloc1get, Dec. 20, 178i. 
Jona. . Boyden, Rlltll Jefferson, Ma.l'. 13, 178;. 
.J esse Hildreth, Lucy Severy, Sept.l0, 17Si. 
Ebenz. Barbel', Rebecca AlvOl'cl, Oct. 3, 1787. 

After the dismission of Mr. Farrar \ 

REV. AARON CROSB Y 

was employed in the ministry. The 
records of the church during his minis
try, as well as previous to it,are very de
fective. Mr. Crosby commenced his 
ministry in 1784, and preached about 
3 years without settlement. His sala
ry was raised from year to year by the 
town. In December 1786. a call was 
given to him to settle and a salary offer
cred to' him, £60 per year , to be paid in 
grain. One third part in wheat at -Ls. 
8el. per bLlshel ; one 1hiI'd in In<lian eol'll 
at 2s. 8<1. 

Mr. Crosby aecepted tlle call and the 
salary giving any individual tax payer 
liberty to pay his share; of it, in either 
kind of grain that would be most eon· 
v("ni ent for him to spare. This privi
lege was given on condition that it. be 
paid within three or four months when 
it became dlle. During Mr. Crosby's 
ministry there were 180 baptisms aud 
about 50 admissions to the chl1reh. 

Difficulties arose in the tOWll in those 
days: and an unhappy contest was (;on
inued for a long tim~, relating to the 
"ministerial lot of land." Some per
son engaged in this contest, destroyed 
the town-records, extending ovel' eight 
pages; and as no church records were 
kept, no particulars can be given. 

All that is to be found on the church 
book is the record of baptisms and ad
llllSSlOns. By those who remember 
Mr. Crosby, he is said to have been" a 
goodman ;" but in the latter part of 
his ministry, "an abused man." 

There was a meeting of the church 
May 8, 1804, for the purpose of dis
missing of the pastor. The reason giv
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en for asking a dismission was "want 
of health." The church voted to com
ply with his r8quest. Four churches 

. ., 
were represented m the councIl· Brat
tleboro, Newfane, Marlboro, and vVest
minster. The council met May 16, 
1804. Rev. Hezekiah Taylor pastor 

· N i' '1 
af t11e c1lurc11 III J: eWlane, was clasen 

Present year 1785. You are hereby 
Commanded to Collect the Three fol
lowing. Rates a~ they are Respectively 
set agalllst each mans Name at each 
nian and in the Articles as they are 
vVritten over the Head of each Rate 
The first is to pay the Rev.'d Aaron 
Crosby for his Years Preaching to be 
collected forthwith and paid into the
T T Tl S d N own reasurer. le econ an1e

,~ moderator, and Rev. Sylvester Sage of Iy- the Stod:: Rate, they are to have 
vVestminster was appointed scribe. Af- the Stoek ready by the first Day of 
tel' :'Iir. Crosby made a statement of May Ncxt to answcr a Note which Mr. 
the condition of his health and of his Levi Baker has against the Selcctmeu. 

'. "t b I' -1" , t' The third Rate Namely the I-lard lUOll1 tcesnenOlO ea11l1CeldnCe o"esoa- R b 'db I fi tD f' .. . _. eyate to e paJ y t le rs ay a 
ted mll1l~tratJOns of thB word amI orclt- l'Iiarch Next to the Town Treasurer 
nances of the gospel, the council express- which you are to collect & pay as afore
erl the uuanimons opinion that it was seLid an:l is to Answer a note which 
expedient that his r.oquest should be said Baker has against the Selectmen. 

. N. B. For the Rev'll Aaron Crosby
granted. fhe churl h appears to have 'fl ,'Tl t t 4 8d R t" 4d 1 . .1<, 'v lea a -' . ye a.=>- ane 
been m a harmonIOus state, were attached 
to their minister, and parted reluctantly 
with him, as also did the coullcil. 

Mr. Crosby removed to Newfane and i 

resided during the remainder of his life I 

with a son who owned a farm there, 
[As recorded in the history of Newfane, 
as also an account of his death.-ED.] 

Children of Rev. Aaron Crosby a.nd 
wIary, his wife, were: nfary, born Nov. 
25, 1776, a.tCherry Valley. New York; 
Bli, b. Nov. 7,1778, at Blanford, Mass. 

After Rev. Joseph Fanar, tbe first 
settled minister in town was dismissed, 
the town voted, a sum of money to sup 
ply the pulpit, and in 1785, the Rev. 
Aaron Crosby was paid for that ser
vice, and became afterward, the second 
sertled minister for this town. 

Oet. 17. 1785, the town 
"voted to raise money or Prodnce to 
pay the Rev'd Aaron Crosby for the 
Half year which is to come." 

John Miller, a grandson of the col
lector, has in his possession the original 
bill of which the following copy is 
made: 

Indian Corn at 2-8d pI' Bushel. 

Given under our Hands in Dummers
ton this 19t~1 of Dec'bi' 1785. 


Th's Clark } S 1 
vVm. Boyden e ectmen. 

RATE BILL FOR lIIL\'ISTER TAX 1785. 

This first Rn,te to be pn,id in Grain; 

This second Rf1ce to be paid in Ne~t Stock; 

This third rate Rate to be paW in Hf1rd, 
Mony: 

Archebel,Voocls, 

Xf1thicl Homes, 

Joshua Bemus, 

Zaelll'iah Cutler, 

Sf1muel How, 

William Lenor(1, 

William Craford, 

Boz'th franch, 

0321;0] 7 1;00 S 2; 

OU7 2;0733;0330; 

o 251;0123;0070; 

0230;0112;0060; 

0340;0181;0090; 

0690;0342;0160; 

0230;0112;0060; 

4 G 0; 0 Z 30; 0 1 00; 

Leon'dSpaulding,Ju.O 342;0181;0090; 

Seth Hadson, 0 7210; 03111; 0 


Jon",s Livermore Ja. 0 53 0; 0 Z 72; 0 


Moses Civers, 

Jonas Livel'I1101'e, 

Binlah Putnlan, 

Jonas Wal'kel', 

Ashbil Johnson, 

Shephard Gats, 

o 7 SO; 0 310 0; 0 

O1Oro 2;0 5 51;0 

0690;0342;0 

01211 1; 0 6 50; 0 

o 9 9 0; 0 410 2; 0 

90; 

2 0; 

8 2; 

2 0; 

60; 

210 2; 

2 Z 0; 

018 9 0; 0 9 42; 0 4 2 0; 

Capt. J olm Kathan, o 0 00; 0 7 50; 0 3 3 2; 

.Jolln Kathan Ju. o 0 0 0; 0 7 102; 0 3 6 0; 

"To John Miller one of the collectors [,JOhn tlatey (Florida) 0 II "7 2; 0 5 92; 0 Z 7 0; 

for ' the town of Dummesrton for the ElexanderKathan 1212;0103;0 41ll 0; 
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.Tohn Kath:1n 3cl 

Daniel Kath:1n Ju. 

Ebenezer Haven, 

Abcl H aven, 

Joseph Hav en, 

Jonathan Knight, 

Solomon Cook, 

Vespachent 1Ifiller, 

Samuel Knight, 

1Vm. Boyden, 

David L aughton, 

~Iarchel J)Iiller, 

.JohilMill et·, 

0342;0 I 81;00 90; 

o 2 3 0; 0 I I 2; 0 0 6 0; 

019 10 2; 0 gill; 0 4 5 0; 

o 5 .7 2; 0 2 93; 0 I 3 0; 

05 30 ; 0272;0 I 2 0 ; 

I 1 9 0; 0" 10 10 2; 0 4 10 O' 

0 5 3 0; 0 2 7 2; 0 I 2 0; 

01310 2; 0 6 Ill; 0 3 I 0; 

0460;0230; 0100; 

I I 90 ; 010102; 0 4 10 0; Iand 55 cts. fell' rye, and 47 cents fo: In
o 2 3 0; 0 I 12; 0 0 6.0; 
011 3 0; 0 5 72; 0 '2 6 0; 

011 30; 0 5 72; 0'2 6 0; 

L 'enard Spalding, 0 16 I '2; 0 8 0 ~; 0 3 7 0; 

Berziler R.ice, 0 -; 6 0; 0 a 9 0; 0 8 0; 

Hose Miller, I 510 2; 0 B 11 I; 0 5 9 0; 

Dan ie l K:1than 2d, I 5 10 2; 0 12 II I; 0 5 gO; 

J ohn Killibry, 0 12 111 ; 0 6 5 3;0 2 10 2; 

GideenBamam, 0 2 30; 0 1 12: 0 0 6 0; 

J:1bez Butler, 0342;0801;0090; 

Elijrth T own J u; 013 1 2; 0 6 6 3; 511 0: 

Tho m as H olton , 01500; 0 7 60; 3 4 0 ; 

Sam' l LaughtollJU.O 1610 2; 0 S 51; 0 3 90: 

Joseph Temple J r. ~12 G 3; 0 G 3 1; 0 '25 2 : 

L em'l Davenport, 0 10 G O: 0 Ii 3 0: 0 2 4 0 : 

Joseph Nurse, 0 9 0 0: 0 4 GO: 0 2 0 0: 

Henry Ste phens' 0 6 4 2: 0 a 2 1: 0 I 5 0: 
J ohn Butler, 010 I 2: 0 G 5 1: 0 2 3 0: 

A r ad Holton , 01010 3: 05 51: 0 ~ 5 0: 

Asrt Houghton, 0 4 6 0: 0 2 3 0: 0 1 0 0: 

Thomas tUl'~I Cr, 05 03: 02 62: 01 I 2: 

W1U. Wilnan, 09 00: 04 60: 0'200: 

Abel Butler 0300: 01 60: 00 S 0: 

I saac Boyclell, 0760:0390: 01 80: 

Epllriam .Hawl, 0 600:03 00:0140 : 

lVrn Serg ent, 01312:0663:02110: 

Joel Knig ht, o 230; 0 11 2: 0 0 GO : 

T homas Bakel', o G 42 : 0321: 0 150: 

J ohn Bennit, 04, 6 0: 0'23 0: 01 00: 

Oli Vel' Hale, 0230: 0112: 0 0 6 0: 

John WYJll:111 , 0900: 0 4 60: 0 '2 0 0: 

CalviJl Butler, 0 230: 0112: 0 0 60: 

Daniel Gats, 01890 : 0 9 4 2: 0 4'20: 

Nathau Cook, 0 '2 7 0: 0 1 3 3: 0 0 7 0: 

Daniel D avenport, 0 300: 0 1 6 0: 0080: 

J esse Knight, 0 3 4 2·: 0 1 S 1: 0 0 9 0 : 

1chob Rnap, 0851:0423: 01110: 

Ebenezer W a ig ht, 0 5 3 0: 0 2 7 2: 0 1 2 0: 

Jacob L a ughton, 02 3 0: 0 I I 2: 00 6 0: 

Paul Willson, 0 3 4 2: 0 1 8 1: 0 0 9 0: 

Eliger Brown, 0 3 4 2:018 1:00 90: 
034 2: 0 I 9 1: 0 0 90:Ebenezer How, 
o 3 4 2: 0 1 S 1 : 0 0 9 0: 

Nathie1 Have n , os 93: 0440 : 0 III 2: 

Charls v\Tilde r, 

Selvenus Ba11ard, 0230: 0 112: 0 0 60: 

Thomas GIeson, 0 2 3 0: 0 1 I 2: 0 0 GO : 

Thomas Laughton, 0 4 0: 0 3 SO: 0 I 7 0: 

Tota l 31 15 6 2: 16 12 9 2: 7 G 10 0 : 

The Rev. Aaron Crosby's salary was 
69 pounds or $220 a year. It is seen 
by the bill that he was paid in produce 
at the i'ate of 80 c~ntsJa bushel for wheat 

dian corn. Sept. 20, 1785, the town 

"Voted to raise a Penny on the Pound 
Valuation List to POlY the Rev'd Aaron 
Crosby for Preaching." Acco1'lling to 
tha t vote the "Valuation List" must 
have been £7(-i 26 in order to raise the 
£31 15s. 6d. as made ont in the tax 
bill, nearly the half year's salary as the 
vote was intended to raise. Samuel 
"Williams ' History of Vermont, printed 
in 1794, revised in 1809, states that 
the Property Vllluation of Durl1merston 
in 1781, was £2970 ($9900) ; in 1791 , 
£49 78 ($16 ,593) ; and in 1806, it was 
$21 ,429. A eeording to the vote and 
tax bill for 1785, the' "Valnation List," 
including the polls for that year. w ould 
be $25 ,420 . This would make a grand 
li st for the year, 1880, of $254,20." 

After lVIr. Crosby's dismission, the 
church was without a stat.ed pastor till 
Mar. 20, 1808; when 

REV. HOSEA BECKLEY 

was settled. He recei ,"ed his call Jan. 
26th. and was ordained Mar. 2, 1808, 
by a council of which R.ev. Gessham 
Lyman was moderator and Rev. E. D. 
Andrew, scribe. Nothing furth el' was 
recorded about the ordination; nor were 
there any records of the church kept 
by lVIr. Beckley, during his ministry of 
23 years. After preaching a few years, 
he was dismissed and was absent for a 
short time, when he again received a 
call from the church; was installed and 
remained till 1836. There have subse
quently been recorded, 150 names of 

.. . 
persons, who JOllied the church dllnng 
his ministry. F orty were admitted at 
one time. H e was the author of a 
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History of Vermont which he had 
nearly prepared for the press, when 
he was suddenly arrested by death
leaving no other patrimony to his 
bereaved family, but the work in 
manuscript, upon which he had be
stowed much labor, and which was 
published in 1846, for the benefit of 
his widow. He died Oct. 15, 1843, 
.IE. 64 years. Rev. Amos. Foster of 
Putney preached the funeral ser
mon, taking for his text, Precious 
in the sight of the Lord is the death 
of his saints. Ps. 116: 15. 

Lydia Pierson, wife of Mr. Beck
ley died May 9, 1857, JE n years 10 
mos. 20 d. 

"The History of Ohesterfield," N
H., by Oran Randall, pub. 1882, in
forms us: Lydia Pierson, wife of 
Rev. Hosea Beckley, was a direct 
descendant of Rector Pierson, the 
first president of Yale Oollege. 
Their daughter, Jane Louisa, m. 
1st, Oct. 5, 1840, Nelson W., son of 
Mason Herrick; 2d, June, 1861, 
Alonzo O. Wood. David Webster, 
son of Rev. Hosea Beckley, m. May 
9, 1849, Mary H., dau. of Bela Ohase, 
and lived in Ohesterfield, where he 
engaged in trade for a time. He 
removed to Keene, where he died, 
April 15, 1879.- Con. 

EARLY SETTLERS CON

TINUED. 


ORVIS FAMILY. 
, . 

SAMUEL ORVIS was from Ji rammg
ham, Ct., and came to Northfield, 
Mass., Jan. 30, 1718, where he was 

June 14, 1774. His first wife,. An
na, died Aug. 19, 1746. He mar
ried 2d, Martha, in 1750, who died 
Sept. 30, 1754, and in 1155, Eliza
beth Severance for his third wife. 
His son, William, born May 8,1740, 
removed to Leyden about 1"(85. He 
married about 1764, Mindwell, a 
sister of Thomas Holton who after
wards was a resident of Dummers
ton, to which place William re
moved, and died Jan. 11, 1801, aged 
61 years. 

William Orvis, sen. was in the 
old French and Indian wars. His 
name was on the roll of Lt. J olm 
Oatlin's men from Dec. 10, 1747, to 
JUDe 10, 1"(48. Lt. Oatlin, with 39 
men, was posted at Fort Shirley in 
the winter of 1747. The name of 
William Orvis also ~ppears in the 
list of proprietors 6f Northfield, 
Mass., in 1751. He owned and paid 
taxes on 100 acres, lot No. 16, 4th 
division. He was in the last French 
and Indian war, 1756, and his name 
appears on Oapt. John Oatlin's mus
ter roll, 2d 00., "in service at the 
westward," Oct. 13 to Dec. II. 
"History of Northfield by Temple 
and SheldoD." 

BUTLER FAMILY. 

JABEZ BUTLER was a Revolution
ary soldier. He died and was buried 
in the cemetery east of the Hollow. 
Durino' his last sickness he re-

b
quested that he might be buried 
with military honors. He was laid 

offered 30 acres of land, on condi- \ ou.t~ in his uniform, having on a 
ti n that he would come with his mlh~ary hat, boots and spurs. 

o 
family and stay 4 years. In 1"(20, 
he sold land to Rev. Benjamin Doo
little and his home-lot to Stephen 
Belding. 

William Orvis was probably a son 
. 

of Samuel, and born m Shrewsbury, 
Ot., 1"(09. He was in Winchester 
in 1743; Northfield, 1749, and died 

HIS sword was sheathed and fas
tened to a belt-buckle around his 
body. Thus uniformed he was laid 
in the coffin and buried with his 
head to the northwest and feet to 
s?utheast.. Two grave~, one each 
sIde of Ius, are made III the same 
way. No stone marks his resting 
place. In accordance with his re
quest, a certain number of bricks 
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was raid in mortar on his O"rave and 
on that foundation was built a fence 
three rails high, made of 3-inch 
scantling, set diamonding in the 
posts and painted white. The fence 
has long since gone to decay and the 
brick foundation broken up and 
much scattered. 

ABEL BUTLER married Rebecca, 
dau. of Thomas Laughton, sen. 
Ohildren: Rebecca, b. Apr. 24, 
1788; Abel, bomJan. 5, 1790; Lucy, 
b. Apr. 4, 1792; Sally, b. 1794, d. 
1795; Sally (2d), b. Jan. "I, 1796; 
Oandace, b. Apr. 12, 1798. 

J ABEZ BUTLER, brother of Abel, 
m. Deliverance Whitney, May 12, 
1781, a sister of Maj. Josiah Boy
den's wife. 

SILAS BUTLER, brother of Abel, 
m. 1st, Mercy Orvis, May 15, 1796, 
2d, Sally McFarland, Jan. 25, 1816. 
The children by the first marriage 
were Hiram, b. Apr. 14, 1799, Mer
cy, born June 14, 1802; Maria, bom 
Sept. 2"1, 1804. 

JOHN BUTLER, another brother of 
Abel, married Lucy Boyden, Oct. 
16, 1"/88. She was a sister of 001. 
Wm. Boyden. 

Polly Butler was a sister of Abel, 
Silas, Jabez, Oalvin and John. She 
married Pairla (Perley) Town, Sept. 
5, 1803, and they lived at the "up
per mill" near the George Knapp 
place. Her parents died when she 
was young. 

Abigail, wife of John Butler, died 
May 10, 1785, aged 50, and they, 
John and Abia-ail, may have been 
the parents of these Butlers, though 
not certain. Possibly Paul Butler 
was their father. 

Abel and Rebecca Butler lived 
several years on the place now own
ed by Milton Knapp. They re
moved from town many years ago. 

PETER BUTLER married Betsey 
Laughton, Apr. 30, 1795. She was 
an aunt of Asa Laughton, who died 
1883. After the marriage of Peter, 
he lived for a time in the same 

house with Jabez Butler. The 
house stood on the north side of a ' 
little brook which runs through the 
farm of James Reed north of his 
buildings. A son of Peter, six or 
eight years of age, was drowned 
while fishin& with older children in 
the brook where it enters the land 
now owned by Sylvanus Kelley. 

Oalvin Butler married Obedience 
Holton and the name of one child, 
Ira, is recorded, born Nov. 11,1787. 

JOHN BUTLER, who married Phebe 
Ohase of Brattleboro, Aug. 7, 1791, 
lived where Lemuel Dickinson now 
resides. Their children were Whit
ney, b. May 12, 1792; Philinda, b. 
Mar. 19, 1796; Ora, b. Oct. 15, 1798. 
John was a cousin of Abel Butler. 

SMITH BUTLER m. Thankful 
Houghton, Dec. 20, 1780, who died 
Dec. 27, 1783, aged 21. 

SIMEON BUTLER married Nabby 
Rice, June 10, 1789. 

LUTHER BUTLER married Hannah 
Wilson of Putney, Aug. 25, 1790. 

TEMPLT FAl1ILY. 

MOSES TEMPLE was the ancestor of 
the Temples who settled in Dum
merston before 1770. According to 
the usual difference in time from 
generation to generation, he was 
born 1665. His son, Richard, was 
the father of 

JOSEPH TEMPLE, SEN., 

who was born about 1718. Joseph 
sen. was a native of Massachusetts 
and a cooper by trade. He married 
Mary, sister of Samuel Laughton. 
Ohildren: 

Joseph, b. in Worcester, Mass., 
Dec. 23, 1743; Parmenas 111. Anna, 
dau. of John Laughton jr. about 
1777. 

Amos, unmarried; Samuel lll. wid
ow Wing; Daniel, unmarried; Joanna 
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married 1st. J-ohn Crawford, 2d. Aaron I bringing what few things he had in a 
Wilder Dec. 26, 1784; pack on his shoulders. His first work 

Phebe' 'died of nerv-oUB headache." 
Joseph Sen., Joseph Jr. and John 

Crawfor.d were among the members of 
the Congregationa I church when first 
organized in 1779. 

Joseph Sen. set out seven small elms 
near his son's house, now occupioo by 
A]onzo Bradley . Only one of' these 
tl'('es is l~ft standing. It measures 18 
feet around, is nearly 100 feet in height 
and estimated to contain 8 oords of 
wood. It stands in the r()aGsjde a few 
l'ods north of the house, and a statelier' 
looking tree, the pas~er-by will seldom 
nnd. 

It is also related of Mr. Temple Dlat 
.oTI OTIe occasi-oTI, ,w hen hewas return
ing 011 hOI:se-back from a vi-~it to lV or
eester, .a violent stOl'lll of willd arose. 
iWhlle passing through the '\"0<)(1.'3 , he 
saw trees fallin.g· in every direction and 
and luuried on to escape the impending 
<{anger. Soon after leaving the.woods, 
.he looked back a.nd S!l;W that tIl e hurri
~ane had swept clown the w.hole forest 
through which he had just passed. The 
same storm clidmuch damage ill Dum·· 
.merston. On the .Miller faJ:JU joining 
the Temple place. a wood lot was blown 
.down, in which the oows out at past
ure, had taken refuge, and it was sup
.posed that all the cattle were killed by 
falling trees. On making search for 
the cows, the .men took knives with 
them for the purpose of re.movi~g the 
llides. .As tlley approached the woods, 
they heard the cow-bell sounding, and 
wery soon found all the cattle safe in an 
enclosure, made by the fallen trees, 
from which they could not escape till a 
passage was cut. 

JOSEPH TEMPLE, JR., .settled on lot, 
No. 36 , in the town survey, made in 
1767. He walked from vYorcester, 

-on the new farm was in cutting a large 
hollow bass-wood and fitting it for a 
place in which to sleep. He was oblig
ed to build fires near his sleeping place 
at night in order to keep away wild 
animals. His log-house was built about 
70 rods. S. W. from the present build
ings on the farm and its site may stili 
be Been whenever the land is ploughed. 
That portion of the farm on which it 
8tood, including several acres of land 
was sold many years .ago, and it is now 
a part of J oseph 1\1 iller's farm. Mr. 
Temples parents came from vYorcestel' 
to live with him on his new homestead. 
His father was in pOOl' health and ~ied 
.of consumptio11 some years .afterwal'd . 

Joseph JT., married 1st. Elizabeth. 
Wilder and ]lad two children that rlied 
in infancy. H e married 2d, Lois Hub
bard ·of Chesterfield, N. H. She anil. 
her parents were res.idents .of Rutland, 
Mass., and her brother, Ephraim., 
came to Chesterfield befOre 1770. Her 
h<tther married 1st., Ruth Gates, 2d, 
Sarah Billings. Lois, Ruth, and Eph
raim Hubbard were children by (.he first 
marriage. Ruth m. Francis Maynard. 
Ephraim m. 1st. Lucy Willard, 2d . 
Thankful Butler, wid. of Josiah But
ler. The children by the 2d marriage 
were Amos, who m. Leah FaIT; Oli
ver m. Lois Balccr; Jl\.mcs m. --
Browning; Jonathan; Joel m. Phebe 
-- ; Molly m. Jason Reed. 

The children of Joseph and Lois 
Tenlple were: 

Elizabeth, b. Oct. 27, 1772, m. An
thony Mason of Putney., Jan. 20,1793 ; 

Lois, b. Jan. 1, 17,,), m. Samuel 
Murdock. 

Sarah, b. June 21, 1778. m. Lewis 
Fisher of Putney, Feb. 19, 1806; 

Joseph, b. Jan. 18, 1781. 

91 



'fJ2 VERMONT HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

The father of these children was ill ,I 

the skirmish at Westminster, Mar. 13, 
1775. He was knocked down and, for 
It time, supposed to be dead. His skull 
was fractured on the left side of the 
forehead, and the scar remained during 
life. He had a pewter basin, which he 
carried, with a blanket, ill his knap
'Jack. It was hit by one, or two bul
lets which did not penetrate, but left 
depressions. The marks were so plain
ly to be seen that the basin was kept. 
as it relic, -in the family many years. 
A t last a tin peddler secmed the trophy 
.for old pewter, but not by fajr means. 
He took advantage of Joseph Temple'S 
(3d) good nature, crushed the basin 
with his hands, spoiling it for a relic, 
and then paid the price which lVIr. Tew
pIe asked for the spoiled dish. 

.Joseph J r " deeded tIle farm to his 
wn, Joseph. Mar. 16, 180:2, who m., 
Dec. 29, 1803, Amy, dau. of William 
Perry of Putney, a sea captain, Their 
children were: 

Amos, b. Sept. 9, 1804, m. l\faril 
la Bennett. 

Amy, b. Jan. 24, 1807, m. Alfred 
Bennett, Nov. 12,1829; 

Sally, b. 1809, married Calvin Brad
ley Nov. 12, 1829 ; 

Emeline, b. Dec. 12, 1814; Zilpha, 
b. Mar. 19, 1819, m. Willa d Dodge, 
Sept. 5, 1837. 

When Mr. Temple and wife became 
aged, he deeded the farm, Apr. 9, 
1859, tu Alfred Bennett and continued 
to live with him on the old homestead. 

:!1ir. Bennett had four children: two 
died young. Harriet, his daughter, 
m. Alonzo Bradley; Joseph F., his son, 
m. Augusta Bradley, and his father, 
Alfred, deeded the farm to him Jan. 8, 
1872. He died May 23, 1872, aged 
69. 

Joseph F. Bennett died Oct. 15,1875, 
leaving a widow and one daughter. 

The three Joseph Temples anci their 
wives died on the old homestead. J 0

seph Jr., died Mar. 23, 1832, aged 88 ~ 
Lois. his wife, d. June t3, 1829, aged 
88; Joseph (i\d) died Mar. 16, 1870, 
aged 89; Amy, his wife, d. Aug. 8], 
18G1, aged nearly 82. 

COl". WILLIAM SARGEANT 

and Rachel, his wife, were residents a1
also in this town as far bac1, as Revolu
tionary times. Their children were; 

Sarah, b. July 10, 1780; William 
Todd, Sept. 1, 178:2 ; Mary, Sept. 23. 
1784; James, Aug, :28, 1786; Jona
t.ban, Jnly 10, 1788; Benjamiu, Dec. 
21,1790; George, Dec 12, 1792; 
Charles, Oct. 9, 1794; and Lucretia, 
Mar. 28, ] 797. 

JAOON DUNCAN, 

Assistant judge of the county court 4 
years and town clerk 29 years, d. Dec. 
15, 1839, aged 90. SaJ'ilh Gates, his 
wife, died Sept. 13, 1842, aged 86 yrs. -" 
Their children were Joseph, born Aug. 
24, 1776, m. Miranda Taylor d. in 
Che~ter, 1863, ag'ed 87; Jonas, b. Aug. 
15, 1778, d. Mar. 13,1813; Jason, b. 
Sept. 18.1780, d. in Newfane; Silas, 
b. Mar. 12, 1783, d. F eb. 15, 1784; 
Priscilla, b. Feb, 15, 1785; Samuel, 
b. Feb. 15, 1788; Alvan, b. Nov, 19, 
1791, d. in Leicester, :M:ass .. Aug. 2, 
1813; Tyler, b. Aug. 8, 1794; Samh, 
b.Mar. 19,1797. 

Jason Duncan was the first school
teacher in town. When a young man, 
he taught a small school in a dwelling " 
house on the river road in the eastern 
part of the town. [It is, also stated on 
page 36, that Charles Davenport taught 
the first school] 

Samuel Duncan was a distant rela
tive of Dr. Abel and first cousin to 
Judge Duncan. Samuel lived and died 
on the place where Clark Rice once 
lived. No buildings are now standing 
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in the place He had a family of 11 
children. Samuel, his son, died on the 
same place where his father had lived. 

The earliest record we have of the 
Dllncan family is that of 

JOHN DUNCAN 

and Sarah Dutton, who were born in 
Massachuselt,;, probahly, about 1690. 
Their children were: Sarah, who m. 
UrilLh Parmeter of Sudbury, Mass.; 

John m. Sarah Rogers of Billerica ; 
Samuel m. l st. iHehitable Barton of 
Sutton, :2d. Hannah Livingston; 

Daniel m. Sarah Rice of Conway j 

Simeon m. Bridget Richardson of Bil 
lerica; Abigail m. i::lamuel Stone, of 
Ireland. 

Billerica was first settled about the 
year 1653, ane! among the names of the 
first principal settlers arc.Jolm Rogcrs 
and Thomas Richardson , probably, an
cestors of the wives of John anll Sim
eon Duncan. 

" During the French and Indian war, 
Aug. 5, l695, the Indians made an at-

wards. A son and daughter of 1\11'. 
Rogers were made prisoners. Thomas 
Rogers and his son WE'rc killed." 

The children of Daniel and Sarah 
(Rice) Duncan were: Sally m. James 
J acks(l\1 of Petersham. l\fass ; 

John m. R ebecca Meacham of New 
Salem; Daniel m. Zurvilla Rice of 
IVOl"cester , J\lIass . 

Lovina m. J ohn Rice of P etersham; 
Abel m. Lydia Mills of Petersham, 
about 1770; children: Abel Jr., b. in 
Petersham , Feb. 22, 1772; Na:han 
m. Betsey Winn of Chester; Rufus 
n1. Lncy Kimbol of Chester; Anna m. 
Amos H ealcl of Chester; 

Lucy m. Jason DUllcan Jr. of Dum
merston; Charles 11l. Patty Carter of' 
W eathersfiele!; J olm m. Caroline Hast
ings of Charles town, N. H.; 

Arad; George; Lydia m. Daniel 
Church of Chester. 

JOSEPH DUNCAN ESQ., 

was to wn clerk 37 years. He repre
sentee! the town in 18:28, '29 , '36, '37. 

. 
tack on the inhabitants of this place. In IHe lIVed on the paternal farm many 
the northerly paTt of the town, on the 
east of' Concord river, lived several 
families, who, though withollt garri
sons and in time of war, felt no appre
hensions of danger. Theirremotmess 
fmm thc frontiers might have (·ontrib
uted to their apparent security. The 
Indians ?ame suddelJly upon them in 
the day tllne. They entered the house 
of John Rogers while he was sleeping, 
and discharged an arrow at him, which 

years ancl was much respected as a cit
izen of the to\vn. He was a con~ist

ent member of the Congregational 
church and a leader of the choir in 
singing for a long time. His father, 
Juclge Duncan, had b-;en leader of the 
choir after the church was organized in 
1779. 

. . 
Joseph Duncan marned MU'anda 

entered his neck and pierced the jugu- Taylor, who died in Chester. Children b. 
lar vein. Awakened?y this sudden 
a~t~ck, he sta~ted up.' seIzed the arro:v, 
whlCh he forcIbly wIthdrew, and expll'
ed wih the instrument of death in his 
hand. A woman being in the chamber, 
threw herself out of the window, and, 
though seve:ely wounded, made her es

in Dummerston: Miranda, b. July 7, 
1797; Joseph, b. Dec. 14, 1798, m. 1st. 
M . Bl I 9d L S P D 

ana a te, ~. oretta>. ratt, " ec. 
2, 1820; Silas, b. 1801, d. 1803; Or
samus, b. May 2, 1804; Sophia, born 
Mar. 23, 1810, m. Linus vVilliamsAug. 

cape c()'lCailng herself among the flags. 5 1834; Samuel, G., b. Sept. 27 181:l 
A young woman was scalped and I ' ." 

left for dead but survived the painful m.---; Hoyt,. Eliza !'--., b. Jan. 
operation, and liveg mallY years after- 20, 1815, m. Edwlll BemIS. 
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DR. ABEL DUNCAN 

married Lydia Miller dau. of' Hosea 
and Lydia (West) Miller, born in Dum
merston Nov. 8, 1778; married Aug. 
28, 1805 ; 

Children: Charles Ylorris,born July 
1, 1808, married Lucinda Estabrook 
of Brattleboro, dau. of John Estabrook 
and Lucinda Stockwell, his wife, Aug. 
1833. Fanny Maria, b. June 22,1810, 
m. 	Joel Knight Jr. Jan. 1, 1829; 

Lydia Eveline, b. Aug. 1, 1313, ID. 

Marshall Newton, Apr. 4, 1833. 

I1frs. Duncan died in 1869, aged 90. 

The spotted fever, a violent epidemic, 
raged in town in the winter of 1812-13, 
and many died. Dr. Abel Duncan was 
very active and successful, but at length 
was attacked with the fever, himself, 
and died Mar. 5, 1813, aged 42 years. 
Dr. C. M. Duncan was a son of Dr. 
Abel Duncan and was in practice for 
a time. He removed to Sherburne, 
Mass. 

Simeon BURcan, who married Bridg
et Richardsou, was the father of Judge 
•TasoR DUDcan, who died in Dummers
ton, Dec. 15,1839, aged 90 years. Ja
son Duncan and Dr. Abel Duncan's fa
ther were cousins. The Judge marri.ed 
Sarah Crates aboRt 1774. 

DR. SEWELL WALKER, 

an early physician of Dummerston, 
was the seventh son of Jonas and Sa
rah (Davis) vValker, born March 10, 
1796. He m. 1st. Lucretia, daughter 
of Marshall Miller. Children: Lucre
tia, b. Aug. 6, 1825, married Pliny F. 
'Valker; 

Esther, b. Mar. 26, 1828, m. Loren
zo D. Thayer; Alexander C., b. Sept. 
26, 1829, lll. and lives in Farley, Iowa. 

Dr. Walker, lll. 2d. Catharine Be
mis, Oct. 21, 1838. 

The children of Jonas aud Polly 
(Miller) Walker were Laura, b. Nov. 
28. 1814, lll. Mason Bennett; Levi IlL 
b. May 25, 1816, m. 1st. Mrs. Adaline 
vVinslow, 	 2d., Priscilla Sampson; 

Jonas b. 1818, d. 1826; George 'V. 
h. Sept. 25, 1822, m. Susan Dutton; 
Emily, b. May 30, 1726, ID. James 
Brown: 

Eliza, b. Sept. 1, 1827,m.S. J. Smith; 
Jane b. Aug. 4, 1831, m. Anthony 
Huntley; Caroline, b. Aug. 7, 1819, 
died 1820. 

The children of Daniel and Mary 
(Stockwell.) \Valker were: Dana, born 
Apr. 30, 1809, m. --. 

Joel, b. Sept. 9, 1810, m. - -- j 

Sally, b. 1812, d. 1834-: 
Edson, b. Oct. 27, 1813, In. - - j 

Harriet N .. b. Apr. 24-, 1815, m. 1st. 
\Vm. Bennett, 2d. Marcus PelTY ; 

Relief, b. Sept. 15, 1817, m. Gran
ville French; 

Mary, b. Dec. 14. 1819, 111. 

Eaton of New Salem, l\i.ass. 
Danie I 2d. b. 1822,d. 1854-; Sam

uel N., h. Apr. 1824, married Julia A . 
Miller; 

Pliny F., b.June4-. 1826,.m.Lucre
,tia Walker. 

The children of Reuben and Lydia 
(Miller) Walker were: 

Lucretia, b. Sept. 26, 1822, m. Sam
uel Martin; 

Chester H., b. Jan. 5, 1824-, lll. 

Sarah Martin; 

Julia and Jane, Feb. 23,1828 ; Jane 
d. young, 	Julia lll. Charles E. Taft. 

Horatio N., b. Jan. 17, 1830, m. 

Carrie French; 
Marshall, b. Dec. 12, 1831, lll. Nel

lie Fairbanks; 
Sarah R., b. Jan. 31, 1839, m. Dr. 

Clark. 

Phineas. the eldest brother of Dr. 

http:marri.ed
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Sewall W~lker. married Anna N~w-
ton. Then chIldren were: LOUIsa, 
born Dec. 11, 1810; Lyman P., b. 
June 19, 1812; ElVIra, b. Apr. 11, 
1814. . 

Dr. Walker prosecuted hIS pro
fessional studies with Doctor Alex
ander Campbell, then of Putney, and 
received the degree ?f. M. D. from 
the Academy of MedICme at Castle-
ton, Dec. 2, 1823. He was elected caSIOn m.hIS practIce: he was called 
a member of the Medical Society of to see a SICk person m the evening, 
Middlebury, Vt. June 19,1822, at a but not being in a condition to deal 
meeting of the Society held at Mid- out medicine intelligently at the 
dlebury at that time. He had pre- t' b' f ' . . 1 bIt d b f Ime, as mem ers 0 the famIly no-VIOUS y een e ec e a mem er o. . .. 
the Dartmouth Medical Society at tICed, hIS preSCrIptIOn was not used. 
Hanover, Nov. 2, 1820. ,He was Very early, next morning, the Doc
elected a member of the Vermont tor came in haste and asked excited
~econd Medical Soci~ty, established ly about the patient and the medi-
III the County of Wmdham, June . . . 
14, 1824. He commenced the prac- c~ne. After learm~g that the medI
tice of medicine in his native town cme had not been given as he order
where the whole of his professional ed, he said, after looking at it, 
l~fe was ~pent. He .was t,,:ice m~r- "Yon did well not to give it to the 
ned. HIS second ":Ife sU~'vlve~ him 

r several years. He lIved With hIS first 
wife, Lucretia Miller, 13 years. 
She was the mother of three chil
dren, now living. The death of Dr. 
Walker was a severe public loss, 
having fulfilled the dutiesof his pro-I 
fession for about 40 veal's. He at
tende~ faithfully. upon the sick ones 
commItted to Ius care, never neg
lecting his patients, and his success 
was equal to his fidelity. The dis
ease which terminated his life was 
an attack of the lun,gs. He died 
Aug. 14, 1863, aged 66 years.

Mary, second daughter of Jonas' " 
Walker (overlooked in the foregoing 
record) b. Apr. 1824, m. first, Loyal 
Smith, 2d, Benj. F. Willard. 

For Portrait see jrontisplate. 

DR. THOMAS AMSDEN 

was a resident in 1778. (Of whom 
we have no further particulars.) 

DR. ISAAC N. KNAPP 

was a contemporary of Dr. Walker; 
both were physicians in 1831, and 

both had a long and extensive prac
tice. Dr. Knapp died Aug. 23, 
1856, aged 67. 

DR. THOMAS BAKER 
' 

[The candid .Doctor,] 
Came to this town from Oxford 
Mass. 1783. It is said on one oc~ 
.'.. . ' 

woman, for if you had it would have 
k'll d h d d th d '1" "Tl 

1 e. "er ~a as ~, eVI. . :e 
fact IS, saId he, people walt tIll 
they are almost dead, then send for 
drunken Dr. Bakel'. 

JONAS WALKER 
died Feb. 13, 1817, aged 67' Barah 

. . . ' 
Dav~s, hI.S WIfe, d. 1831, .aged 76. 
TheIr chIldren were: Phmeas, b. 
Oct. 11, 1779; Jonas, b. June 25, 
1781; Daniel, b. July 11, 1783; Ly
man b. June 25 1785' William b. 

May 22, 1787; Sally, b. 
1190; John, b. Jan. 29, 
wall, b. March 10, 1796, 
ben, b. Mar. 29, 1798. 

,
Mal'ch 15, 
1193; Se-
and Reu-

CLARK FAMILY. 
THOMAS CLARK, a resident of this 

town in 1770, came from W Ol'cester, 
Mass. That portion of Worcester 
in> which he lived, together with 
parts of Sutton, Leicester, and Ox
ford, was incorporated a town by the 
name of Ward in 1"178, and was so 
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named in honor of Artemus Ward, Jonas and Betsey Clark had a 
the fhst Major-General in the Revo- daughter, Oatherine, who m. Orrin 
lntionary war, who died at Shrews- Heath of Oorinth, also a son, John . 
bury, Oct. 28, 1800. It received ' Jonas d. Dec. 22, 1866, aged 85. 
the name of Aubnrn, in 1837. Mr. ' 
Clark married Oatherine Ward, 
about 1772; children : Thaddeus, 
b. May 13, 1775, d. Sept. 17, 1777; 

Thomas b. July 20 1777, m. 
, ' 

Mrs. Martha (Tenney) Bond, Dec. 
27, 1818; 

Thaddeus, b. Mar. 2, 1779, mar
ried Ohatherine Ryan of Putney,
'. 

dIed --b' J I 29 r'/8 B t 
Jonas, . u y ,1 1, m. e 

sey Florida, Jan. 16, 1803; 
.

Amasa, b. Oct. 24, 1783, m. 1st, 
Arathusa Whitcomb, 1813; 2d, 
Ph b (B d ) B i' 

e e oy en em s, • 
Gardner, b. Nov. 28, 1780, d. 

July 12, 1825; 
Oatherine, b. May 8, 1788, m. 

Ezra Florida, Nov. 26, 1811; 

Polly, b. Aug. 24, 1790, m. 1st, 
John Robertson, Mar. 28, 1814. ; 2d, 
Samuel Knight, 1844; 

John, b. Mar. 31, 1795, m. Sarah 
Stockwell, June 10,1818, died - '-. 

Thomas and Oatherine Clark 
lived to be quite aged. He died 
Jan. 26, 1837, aged 91; she died 
May 3, 1834, aged 84. 

Children of Thomas and Martha 
Clark: Martha, b. Oct. 30, 1819, 
married William E. Ryther of Bern
ardston, Mass. Mary, b. July 25, 
1823, m. 1st, George Hildreth, 2d, 
Alonzo Dutton; Thomas, b. Apr. 
19, 1825, m. Julia A. Adams of 
Marlboro; 

Eli, b. May 4, 1828, m. Oornelia 
Hubbard of Hoyalston, Massachu
setts. Thomas died Nov. 24, 1865, 
aged 88; Martha, his wife, died, 
1840, aged 55. 

Ohildren of Amasa and . Arathllsa 
Clark: Oatherine T., b. Oct. 3,1814, 
m. John Woodbury; 

Oar?line A. m. Alv~n D. French. 
She dled and he man?ed, 2d, Mrs. 
Phebe (Boyden) BemIs, and had one 
son, Oharles A., who married Ellen 
Farr of Ohesterfield, N. H. 

Amasa died Nov. 30, 1866, aged 
83, .Oath~rine , who married Ezra 
Flonda, dIed Sept. 27, 1827. Mary 
(Polly), her sister, died Jan. 2,1883,
aged 92. 

When her first husband Mr. Rob.,.'
el'tson, med, a.nd his property was 
settled sh.e offered to take, as her 
share, a pl.ece of land worth $1500, 
but the helTs preferred to give her 
$100 a year instead so long as she 
liY.ed. The am t. paid to her by the 
hens was $4,3.00. 

John mamed ~ara~ Stockwell, 
Mar. 31, 1818; then chIldren: John 
S. m. Louisa, an adopted daughter 
of Thaddeus Olark. 

George W. married :Mary Ann 
Boyden, Sept. 2, 1844; 

Laura m. Dr. A. F. Tuttle' of 
Clinton, Mich; 

Oharles F. ; Jane m. Enoch G. 
Oook; Fletcher M. 

James Clark married Betsey Dun
can, Oct. 14, 1800. 

Nathaniel and Lydia Olark were 
the parents of Warren, b. 1809 and 
Ferdinand, b. 1810. ' 

Moses Olark married Lucy Oook, 
June 10, 1810. 

Arba Olark m. 1st, Laura Knight. 
Jan. 18, 1820; had one son, Osman: 
married. 2d, Oatherine Black, Jul}' 
26, 1830. 

J OHN FRENCH, 

who tendo::} the first grist-mill built 
in town, at Slab Hollow, was born 
July 2, 1'735; Mary Wilcox, his 
wife, June 22, 1740, m. Dec. 10, 
1759. Ohildren: 

John, b. Oct. 10, 1760, U. Mar. 17, 
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1847, .aged87; S arah, born Mar. 28 killed by being thrown from a wagon, 
1762; IApr. 21, 1860; Levi , b. F eb. 3, 1797 ; 

Rachel, b. Mar.. 28, 17134. m. Abel : Lucretia, b. Sept. 13, 1798, m. Doctor 
H aven; lchahod, .b. Nov . 2.6, 176 7 .; /sewall W alker. She died May 22, 1838. 

Abel, b. J}lar. 3, 1769; Mary , hom Marshall Miller died JUQ e 10, 1807, 
N ov . 24, 177D : 

R eubeR, b. July n , 1772 ; J emima, 
h. 	J nne 24, 1774 , Silence, bom June 
13, 1776; 

Joel, b. Dec. 'W, 1773, died 1779; 
.J oel ~d .. b. Mar. 31,1780; 

Rebecca, b. Jt<.llle, 1783; S.olomon, 
;U . Apr.~, !71i5. Sa.rall marri ed leb
.abod Onioll, and when she d.ied, he 
married J emima £o~' his second wife. 
Their children had the name, Onion 
IChimged to Deming. 

MARSHALL MU.I. 8R 

.lUit1'l'ied widow Abi.gail B0yden , Nov. 
17, 17;8 . Theil' childl'PIl were: Abi
,gail , b. July 30, 1779 , died Oct. 13, 
1801; Marshall, h. Oct. 21, 17BO, m. 
1st. Betsey Campbell, she died Apr . 26, 
a813, aged 26 yeal'.S, 2d. Sophia Char
llotte Porter, daug hter ' If HOll. Samuel 
P or ter July 9, 1815, who died July 
[2, 1860, aged 79 years 9 mos. 

Luther , b. Mar. 7, 1782 . m. Lurane 
Rnapp, died Apr. 2, 1832; Thomas, b. 
Apr. 21, 1783, married H arriet Moore, 
May 9, 1810, died Mar. 2{), 1865 , 1E 
S ~; 

Ebenezer, b. May 10, 1785, m alTied 
Ama F aIT ; Dana, born Aug. 5, 1786 , 
m. Sally K eyes; Polly , born D ec. 13, 
1787, married ,Jonas 'i¥alker Dec. 2, 
!l.813, who died April 16, 1873 .. aged 
$ 1 yean;. His wife died F eb . 26, 1847. 

William, b. July 3, 1789, ma rried 
E sther Knight, Sept. - 1814, who d. 
Apr. 14, 1862, aged 66; he died Feb. 
18, 1877, aged 87 years; Royal, born 
F eb, ]5, 1891, m. Betsey Cook Nov. 
13 , 1813 ; Lydia, b••June.5 , 1793, m. 
Chester Haven Sept. 21, 1814, after his 
death, m. Reuben Walker, who was 

13 

aged 53 . His death was caused by 
jumpi!1g from a window ibIJ.·the fifth sto
ry of a house which WM then on fire, 
Abigail, his wife, died Jan. 26, 1829, 
aged 73 years . 

RICE FUHl:.Y . 

1£1'I-lHAIJIr lUCE married ,J oanna 
H e came from Petersham, .Mass., 'W here 
a ll his childreil were born, to Dummer
slon, and was:it. res ident .l{)f the town in 
1779. 

Cl1J.lcl ren; Ezekiel,b. Mar. 27, 1761 , 
m. J udi~.Ll Willard May 23, 1782 ; 

Elijah, b. Oct. 14, 11 64 , l1l. AnnCl. 
MiUel~, J an. of Capt. Vespasian Miller.. 

Wilder , b. Scpt. :3 , 1766 ; Caty, b, 

Ocl. 27, 1768 ; Molly, born Mar 15 , 

1771, l1l. J acob H adley, Nov. 27,1788 ; 

Joanna,b .June 17,]775 .[Seeske~h 

of Ephraim Rice, from " Hall's . His 
tory ."] 

Abraham Rice married Lucy Nourse 
F eb. 17, 1785, and were residents of 
the town at that time. H ad one child, 
Joshua, b. Aug. 23, 1J85. 

Deacon Amos Rice died May 31, 
1807. Martha -, his wife, died Apr. 
10, lAOS.. 

One, Amos Rice m. Susan Daven
port, Feb. 22, 1-81(],. J ohn Rice, also 
from Petersham, m. Levinah [Lovina] 
--. Children : Sarah, b. June 29, 
1767; John , 1769, died, infant. 

David, b. D ec. 29, 1770 : John Jr., 
1774, d. 1777 ; J oel, b. 1776, d. 1777 ; 

Samuel, b. Sept. 24, 1778; Polly, 
born in Dummerston, Aug. !J, 1782; 
Lydia, b. June 13 , 1789 . 

Gardner Rice married Lydia 
Children: Dolly, born June 9, 1809 ; 
Amos, 1792; Lydia, 1794; Patty, 
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1796; N abby, 1798; Roxanna, 1800; 
Simeon, 2802 ; Gardner Jr., 1804 ; 
N elson,1806 ; Phylinda, 1808 ; Ezekiel, 
1810 j Francis, 1812, 

Clark Rice, son of Elijah, once own
ed the large farm, "Rice place ," in the 
:.outh part of the town. 

ELIJAH AND ANNA (~nLLER) RICE. 

Elij ah was born Oct. 14, 1764; An
na Miller, born July 22, 1766. They 
were married Nov. 29.1787. Children; 

Arathusa, b. Oct. 1:2, 1788 ; Abigail, 
h. Oct. 17 , 1790, m . • Tacob Hadley a 
Methodist minister; 

Abel. b. Aug. 27 , 1792, m. Polly 
Hadley and removed 'oNest; Elias, b. 
Dec. 12 , 1794-, died young; 

FREDERICK A. RICE 

born June 23, 1846, died Jan. 2'S" 
1862, a soldier and mu~:ician in the 
service of the U. S. ill the late war for 
the Union. His mother receives a pen
sion from the government on account of 
her son' s death. . 

The farm on which Mr Rice lived 
ma ny years was first s.ettled by Samuel 
Dutton before 1770. He sold itto Eph
raim Rice Jan. 9, 1779 , who , with .Jo
anna, his wife, and six children, Came 
from P etersham, WIass . , where their 
children were born. Elija n, his SOD" 

bouo-ht the taxffi in 1787, which ilB 
tim: came in~o the possession of his son, 
Clark Rice, who greatly impl'oved the 

Clark , b . .Tuly 8, 1797; Lovina : place. He was an excellent farmer, 
and Lew.is, [twins] , h .. Jan. 17 , lS00 , Iread many books andnewspaper~ on the 
and Lovma m. EphraIm H a:dley ~ 

William M. b. June 5, [802, mar
ried Uolly Whitney; 

Almira , b. M ar. 9, lS07, m. Lewis 
Holton ; Daniel, b. !.uly 28, lS09, m. 
Maria Munn. 

Eiijah Rice and wife were Congre
gationalists, and were very constant in 
their attendan<!e on public w';)T8'hip. H e 
was a farmer , and a much -.respected 
ci tizen . The family were very helpful 
in society. 

CLARK RICE 

was born in Dummerston, July 8, 1797, 
and married WIar. 3 . 1828, Clarissa, 
dan. of J onas Rice , a cousin of Elijah. 
She was born n'1:areh 15, 1804-, and is 
still living. H er husband died March 
22,1872 , aged 74. 

Their children were ; Helen ' C. died 
in childhood; Fanny E., unmarried; 

H enry C. ; Clark F., both d. when 
young; H elen C. 2d, m. Walter Gibbs, 
died 1858; 

Clarissa J., died young; Julia A., 
m. Milton M. Miller; Maria J. mar
riedCharles Sargent; Frederic C. , d. 
in childhood; 

subject of' agrituit,uI'e, and was aIded by 
the jUlIg1Uen ~ of his fi'iends, \vho were 
alike interested in •. book-farming." 

The value of the fhrm was more 

than doubled during his management. 
On account of his declining health , 
he sold hi s farm to R. D. Bradley, E sq. 
of Brattleboro, for the sum of $9000. 

Like his parents , Elijah , and Anna 
Rice, he and his family were Congre
gational ists and very constant in their 
attendance 'at church. He was not on-
Iya very enterprising farmer; bllt was 
much interesled and help ful iu the af
fa irs of the church and society' and in: 
1838, was chosen to represent the town 
in the state legislature. H e set out 
many fruit-trees on his farm, which at ~ 

the present time are very productive. 
The orchards have in some years pro

duced 500 balTels of apples . 

xlAJOR WIILLIAM MILLER 

was major in the 1st. R egt. in the 1st. 
Brigade and 1st. division of infantry in 
the state of Vermont. H e married H an
nah Worden N ov. 10. 1782 . Their 
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c hildren were : Fanny. born March 31, [ baking, when Mr. Worden, her broth
1813; Isaac, b. N ov . 15, 1784; 

Charles, b. July 25, 1786; Dolly, b. 
Apr. 6, 1788 j GeDrge Anson, b. D ec. 
6, 1789 j 

",\Tilliam, b. Dec. 1(;, 17.91 ; Joel , b. 
Nov. 21, 1793 j Nathan, b. Aug. 13, 
1795 ; 

Asa, b. J linc 12, 1797 j Catherine, 
i-

b. July 24, 1799 j ,Maria, b. Sept. 18, 
1807 : 

Major William died Apr. 16, 1802, 
:aged 40. His wife died July 7, 1823, 
.aged 62 years , 
An ineident remembered in the town: 

MAJOR WILLIAM MILLER 

and Hannah, his wife, lived in the eas
tern part o f the t()wn Dn the Connecti
cu t river road , alld Dwned gODd lands. 
They were the parents of eleven chil
dren. Mrs. Miller was alway.s kind to 

the poor a nd ever willing to r elieve the 
wants of the suffering. About the year 
1786, there wa.'3 in this sedion an alarm" 
ing scar city of grain for fa.mily food. 

The Millers parted with all they that 
they could w the needy, and the last 
bushel of wheat, except a baking of 
fiour for their own family was ground 
a nd eaten before the new grain had 
been cut. The destitution w.as much 
g reater on the newly ciearec and rough
e r hill-land of Halifax. 

er, came t() her, the tears standing in 
his eyes , "Sister ," said 'he, "wont you 
pat the bL'an into my bag?" This proof 
of his family's want so affected her 
tItat she gave him more thar. half of 
all the flour she had, and the happy 
man started for home, knowing tbat he 
could ll(.w relieve the necessities of his 
family." 

JOHN BENNETT 

one of the early settleTs in t()wn, was 
from Shrewsbury,Mass. H e bought a 
farm in Dummerston , of Parmenas 
T emple, in 1783. He married LUC1'e
tia Rice, ()f Lal1rastel" , 1778, who died 
il1 this town Jan . 26, 1811, 1E 51. His 
death is not recOl·ded. H e was a son 
of Josiah Bennett Jr . , who married 
Abigail Graves, of Sudbury, Aug. 13 . 
1751. 

Children : Elizabeth, born Feb. 10, 
1753, m. , it is supposed, Luthe!' Rice, 
of Lancaster, 1780 1 

John, b. June 23, 1755; D·>rcas , b. 
Apr. 1758, m. Olive.r Hale of Marlboro 
in 1778 ; 

Josiah Sen. 1l1. Hannah Ross, of Lan
caster, Nov. 27, 1728, and was admit
ted to the church, 1731, and died before 
1751. 

Children: Josiah .Jr., born Dec. 18, 
1730 . 

•J-oseph Worden eame{)ne night, at a I Miriam, Dec. 23, 1732 , m. Ebene .. 
~ate hClUT , from that town, a.nd swpped zer Cutter Jr., Df Grafton , N ov. 28, 

{tt Miller 's. Mrs, Miller rose from her 11764 ; 
bed, baked the last flour she ha<l. 11y the 
tire, and gave him a pa.rt {)f the loaf for 
his supper. H',said that he had never 
tasted any thing so good in his life, for 
he was weak and weary, and had tast
ed no bread for several days. The next 
<lay the men went into the wheat-field , 
picked off the ripest ears, threshed out 
a bushel or more, and had it ground. 
Mrs. Miller was sifting some flour for 

Asa, b. Apr. 26, 1735, m. Sibyl 
Barnes, of Marlboro, June 1784 j 

Experience , b. Mar. 26, 1739; Jonas, 
b. Mar. 11, 1741, died young; 

Lydia , b. Oct. 9, 1747; Jonas, born 
F eb. 11, 1749 , m . Mary Williams, July 
10 , 1173. 

Jonathan, a brother of J osiah Sen. 
had a son, David, born Oct. 21, 1749, 
who died before 1779, as in that year 

,. 
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his widow, Persis [Cutti~gJ Bennett, 
m. 	Philip Branscom. 

Deacon David Bennett of Dummer
ston, died June 9,1848, 1E 87. 

Rev, J orras B€'Ilnett, his son', m. Ad
aline, dall. of Edward Miller. 

J omah and J ouathan were supposed 
to be tIre sons of SarrmeI Bennett, prob
ably from Lancaster, born, 16-90, died 
Dec. 5, 1762, i;l.ged 72. 

The children of J oIm and Lucretia 
Bennett, of this town, were Judah, b. 
) 778; Nancy, b. 1780; Lucy, born 
1781 j- John D., born i[] Dummerston. 
1784; Dorcas, born, 1787, married 
Ezekiel L. Chapman; 

Herrry L." Allyn 0., Fran'kEn W., 
Almyra, 1801. He mHrriea 2d, pony 
Codding, Oct. 25, 1812. Chil<lren: 
Lockhart Wand Melinda. 

NORCROSS F,UIILY. 

THOMAS NORCROSS, a London Iner~ 

chant, borD' about 1550, is of' the first 
generation of the Norcross family so 
far as the name ha~ been traced. J er
emiah of the secorrdgen. b. about 1595. 
came to America iT! 1638, and settled 
in Watertown, ~Iass. Richard of the 
3d. gerr. was born in 1621; resided in 
Watertown, died in 1709. Richard of 
the 4tn. gen., bam 1660; resided in 

Samuel, born Jan;, 9', 1769, died' 
young; 

Nahum, born May 0, 1771, d. Jan. 
26, 1851 ; 
Eber, b. lYray 23 1772. resided in No. 
Easton, N. J., died 1861, agedS:9., 

Rach€ l, b. Sept. 13, 1774, d. 1836;. 
Benaiah, b. Dec. 20, 1776; resided 

iu Chesterfield, N. R., d. 1860, aged 
85 ; 

Zebrina, b. ApI'. 18, 1779, res. in 
Chesterfield, N. H., 

Darius , b. Oct. 9, 1781, res. Lock
port, N. J., died 1838; 

Luey, born Aug. 2, 1784. 
Shepard, b. Mar. 9, 1788, res. in 

No. Eagtoll, N. J.; 
Annis, born Oct. 7., 1790, 
NAHlJM came to Dummerst~l1; mm'

riel! Zeruiah Roel, J au. 17, 1 'i9(). She 
was born Sept. 7, 1778, died Apr. 8. 
1840. Their children were: B'etsey, 

born Nov. 24, 1797, Inarried Aaron 

Grimes; 
Luke, born July 15, 1799, died ill 

infancy; 
Luke 2d., born June 9, 1801; mar

ried Lvuisa French; 
Mary , b. Oct. 9, 1803, m. W'illiam 

Woodard; 
:Moses, born May 29, 1806; 
Sarah, born Dec. 7, l808, married 

Western, Mass., died 1745; Joseph of Anson 'Woodard; 
the 5th gen., b. 1701; resided in v'lea
ton and Prirrceton, Mass., died 1789. 

SAMUEL of the 6th gen., born 1745 ; 
resided in Marlboro , and was the first 
Norcross, who settled in this state. He 
died 1812. His wife was Rachel Har
vey, who died 1811. He was a soldier 
in the Revolutionary war, and belong
ed to an artillery company at a fort in 

-Boston Harbor at the time the British 
evacuated Boston in 1775. He had 
eleven children: 

Candace, b. Dec. 5, 1776, died 1778 ; 

Charlotte, born Nov. 24, 1809, m . 
.fir~t Ebenezer Wiswall, 2d, Warren 
Stearns; 

Orison, born Nov. 22, 1812, mar
ried Sophia Howe, Nov. 1833; 

Blucher, born May 15, 1815, m. Bet
sey, dau. of Lyman Huntley. 

N one of the children of Nahum N 01'

cross are now living. Orison d. Aug. 
21, 1873, and Sophia, his wife, died 
July 19, 1871. Luke died June 22, 
1876, and Louisa, his wife, d.Nov. 17, 
1881. Blucher, the youngest, d. in 1880. 
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PIERCE FAMILY. 

"William and Patty Fierce were the 
parents of Josiah, Sally, Moses and 
Henry. 

Henry married Philadelphia Thom
as; children: Sophia, b. about 1792, 
m. Isaac Libby of Bosten, Mass; Sa'ly 
m. Harlow Williams of Milford, Mass. 
Joseph, b. 1797, died young; Martha, 
b. 1800, m. Doton Smith, Middleboro, 
Mass. ; Joseph (2d.), m. Melinda - ; 
Betsey, b. 1804, m. Allen Knight, of 
Braltleboro; John m. Althea Sprillger, 
lVIaine; Polly married Lu~her Thayer, 
Apr. 19, 1837 , died 1859; Lucy m. 
Benjamin Newton of Shrewsbury, 
Mass ,; George; Lydia married Amasa 
McFarland of' Hopkinton , Mass. ; Phila 
married Josephus Cutler of Holliston , 
Mass. 

JOSIAH PIERCE 

eame from Upton, Mass., to Dummer
ston , in 1793. Upton was not a.norig
inal grant, but was t.aken from the town
ships of Mendon, Sutton, and Hopkin-

Lucy, b. July 27, 1791, died 1823 j 
Sally married Ephraim Brown, Aug. 

1814 j 
David m. Betsey Fairbanks, 1824 j 

Leavitt, his twin brother, m, 1st. Eme
line Hubbard, May 27, 1830, 2d. Clar
issa F. Miller ; . 

Isaac, m. Catherine B. Alexander, 
Dec. 3, 1829 ; 

Eliza, m. Joseph Miller, March 3, 
1841. 

The children of Ephraim and Sally 
Brown were Charles, b. Feb. 12,1813 ; 
Nancy, L. Nov. 30,1815; James, m. 
Emily Walker. 

Children of David and Betsey Reed: 
Adin Thayer, b. Dec. 28, 1826 ; Lucy 
M. Lorn Apr. 23. 1828; Fanny E. L. 
Dec. 8, 1829; George F. , born Oct. 2, 
1831; Louisa P., born Feb . 28,1836; 
Mary C., born Feb. 26, 1838: David 
Henry. b. Oct. 3, 1840. 

Isaac Jr., had James A., Maria, 
Charlotte, a.nd Ellen, of whom James 
only is living. Leavitt had Romanzo 
and Eli za by 1st. maariage and Mar

. . _ 
1792jJacob;Hollls,bornMav7,ll96;• 
Anson , in 1798; Hannah, b. D ec. 18 , 
1803;Joel,b.Jan.22, 1806;Susanna, . 
born Jftll. 19. 1809. William was .. 
drowned m West nver Apr. 11, 1825, 
while crossing it in a skiff' about a mile 
.. 

north of the old bndge-place. Henry 
and Moses Pierce were brothers of J 0

. ., . . 
slah and came from Hopkmton. 1 bel! . . . 
sister, Sally, was the Wife of Phlhp Be
.,

Ims. Moses Plerce m. Patty Barnes; 
..,

children: Asa, Eh, Ruhama, and Ira. 

ISAAC REED 

became a resident of this town about 
the time of his marriage to Abigail 
Mcwain, Sept. 2, 1790. Their ch. were : 

ton, a locality from which several of shall 1. by the second. 
the early settlers removed to this town. HERRICK FAn'lILY. 

The children of Josiah and Sarah Pierce TI t d't' f thO . t f: . .. ,Ie ra I IOns 0 IS very ancien am-
were' 'Vllham. L. m Upton, Mar. 12"1 I' h' Itt' E . Ilye ann t elr cescen rom nc{e, a 

D '1 h' f h' d dB't' b t ams 1 c Ie , w 0 mva e n am a ou 
th 911 d . th . f AI e year ,urmg e reIgn 0 
f d tl G t d h/ . b re, Ie rea, an, avmg een van

. h d b h t . 11 d qms e y t a prmce, was compe e ,
'th h' l'll t I tlWI IS 10 owers, 0 re-peop e Ie 

t d' . t f EtA l' tl 
was e lstnc s 0 "as ng 1ft, le gov

fl' h h h Id fi f f ernment 0 WHe e e as a e 
tl E I' I H ft d

Ie ng IS 1 crown. e was a erwar s 
d t d' b ttl b Ed d thl'elea e 11l Ii e y war, e bon 

d f Alf d d b 
an successer 0 re , an was su 

I l' b h' b' ['
sequent y 8 aln y 1S own su ~ects lor 

11 d I' h' Th 
a . ege crue ty 111 IS government. e 
N orman invasion found this name rep
resented by Eric, the Forester, who 
resided in Leieestershire, and was an 
extensive land-holder. Henry Eyryk, 
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a lineal descendant from Eric, the For
ester, was seated at Great Stratton, in 
the co unty of Leicester, England , at a 
very remote period. His grand-son, 
Robert Eyryk of Stratton, by his wife, 
Joanna, had William, who bore the ti
tle of Sir William Eyryk, Knight of 
Stratton. He was commisioned to 
attend the Prince of Wales on his expe
dition into Gascony, 1355. From him 
descended Robert Eyrick of H0ughton, 
who was living in 1450. 

Thomas Eyrick of Houghton, settled 
in Leicester, alld died in 1517. His 
second son, ,rohn Eyryk, or Herrick, 
bom1v13, m. Mary, (laughter of John 
Bond, Esq., of 'Ward End in War
wickshire. He died Apr. 2, 1.':189, 
leaving a large family, am('llg whom 
was William, b. 1557, He was a 
member of Parliament from 1601, to 
1630, knighted in 1605, and was known 
as Sir William Herrick ,)f Leicester, 
London, and Beau Manor Park. He 
married 1596, Joan, daugl:ter of Rich
ard May, Esq., London, died Mar. 2, 
1652-53, aged 96. 

Henry, the fifth son of Sir vYiliiam, 
was born at Beau Manor in 1604, and 
was named by commaud of the unfort
unate Prince Henry, the eldest son of 
James 1. His sponsors were Sir Da
vid Murry, Sir John Spillman, and 
Lady Aston. He came to this (,ountry 
and settled in Salem, Mass., June 24. 
J.629. He married Edith, daughter of 
Mr. Hugh Laskin of Salem, and be
came the ancestor of the numerous race 
.by that name in this country. He and 
his wife were among the thirty who 
founded the first churdl in Salem, in 
1629. He died in 1671, leaving seven 
sons and a daughter, who are named in 
his will. Of these, Thomas and Ben
jamin, the eldest and youngest, and the 
daughter, Elizabeth, died childless. The 

other five sous are regarded as_the pa
triarchs of their respective branches of 
the posterity of Henry and :'Editha Her
rick.. They are known as Zacharie of 
Beverly, Ephraim of Beverly, Henry 
of Beverly, Joseph of Salem, and John 
of Beverly. 

George Herrick of Salem, another 
ancestor of the family, was an emi~ --
grant from England, and came to Sa
lem in 1684 or 5. He was mar~hal 

and deputy sheriff in 1691, 2. & 3; & 
1695. Hi~wife's name was Martha . 

James Herrick of Southampton, N. 
Y., settled at Southampton, Long Is
land, then within the jurisdiction of Con
necticut, prior to 1657; died 1687, His 
wife, Martha, survived him. 

Henry Herrick of Beverly , d. J uue 
1702; inherited .•the paternal farm, a 
part of which was possessed by a lineal 
descendant, Mr~. Anna Meacom, dau. 
of Col. Henry Herrick. aged 92 in 
1845. Henry Herrick's first wife was 
Lydia Woodbury, and their fi fth child, 
Jonathan, was baptized ill 1672. He 
removed from Beverly to Concorn, 
Mass., where he possessed cOhsiderable 
property in mills &c. ; died 1724; mar
rier! 1st.. Elizabeth, dau. of William 
Dodge of Beverly, Oct. 28, 1696, who 
was born 1672, died Mar. 13, 1712, 
aged 39: had five children: married 
2d. 13ethiah Conant, Beverly, Sept. 13, 
1713, by whom there were five more 
children. 

Joseph, youngest son of Henry, was 
born in 1720. He removed from COIl
cord to Groton in 1744, where he pur
chased a farm which he sold to Josiah 
Conant, 1746; lived a while in Towns
hend, and finally settled in Brattleboro, 
died Mar. 16,1795. He married Lois 
Cutler of Chelmsford, 1742, who died 
Aug. 5, 1812, aged 92. Their chil
dren were Jonathan, born Sept. 26, 

,..- ., 
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1743; Joseph died about 1835, at Rum
ney, N. H. j Shadrack married Abigail 
Stoddard, Chesterfield, N. H. j Lois, 
born in Chelmsford, Mass., 1749 ; Amos 
married widow Miles; Abner, Bethiah, 
and Mary. 

Jonathan Herrick of Brattleboro, m. 
Mehitabel French, 1770, related to N a
thaniel French of Dummerston. Theil' 
children were Jonathan , born April 1, 
1771 j married Lucinda Dickf'rman, 
1779 j settled in Farnham, Canada; 
John died 1779 j Lydia, born June 4, 
1773 j ma.rried Grafton Luce of Stowe, 
Vt. died 1821 j M ehitabel, bam April 
:ZO, 1775, married JolmPage, Clayton, 
N. Y. , 1803 j Elisabeth, born 1777, 
died 1780 ; Erlith , bol'll Feb. 2, 1780 ; 
married Calvin Sartle, Lowell, Vt. in 
1799; N athnni el, born Mar. 1, 1782 j 

Joseph, born Mar. 1, 1784, married 
Ennice Coughlan, 1807; Seth, born 
Apr] 6, 1986, m. Melinda Co.ughlan, 
1815; Elisabeth 2d, bol'll Apr, 9,1788; 
Lucinda, born Angust 13, 1790, mar
l'ied Lincoln Bixby of Dummerston j 

Asa died, 1792. ' 
Seth Herrick of Brattlebo 1'0 had 7 

children: Seth N. Herrick Esq., of 
that town, John N., Mellllda C., Susan 
E" Mary L., Sarah A., and Ellen C, 

NATHANIEL HERRICK 

removed from Brattleboro to Dummer
stan; married Lydia Eastman Nov. 30, 
1806. Children: Esther m. Stephen 
1\l[ann, 1834: Harriet , born Mar. 22, 
1808, died 1840; Nancy, horn July 4 , 
1A11, married Nathaniel Roel, 1836 j 

James, born Mal'. 19, 1814, married 
Eliz<tbeth, dau. of Thomas Crosby, 
Nov. 2. 1845 j embarked Dec. 1845, 
for the Madura Mission, in south
ern India; sl·ill in mi8sional'y work, 
1882; John, b. July 27, 1815, m. Fi
delia Stiles. The mother of these chil
dren died Feb. 19, 1826, and the fath er 

married 2d. 'Widow Jonathan Tenney, 
Jan. 11, 1826. Children: .Jonathan T. 
Lydia E., and Nathaniel. 

Jonathan Tenney was married .Jan. 
1810, and Mrs. Tenney 's maiden name 
was Anna Laughton j Children; Mary 
Ann, m. Merrit Coughlan j 'Willard m. 
Mary A. Stevens; Epl1Taim, a college 
student j Lucinda m. Charles Baggs: 
Anna m. George Everleth; Oliver m. 
Nan Farmer; and Arvilla m. Frederic 
H. Elmore. 

THE LINCOLNS. 

Amasa Lincolll came to Dummers
ton, from Walpole, N.H., aud Allen 
Lincoln, his (·ousin, came from 'Vest
mjn~ter. They bought, Sept. 2, 1811, 
of DI'. Abel Duncan, on", acre of land 
for $100. It was taken from the sonth
west cornel' of his farm, lot, No. 54. 
Tlte Lineolns built on this land a large 
tannery and a dwelling-house. The 
tannery stood a few rods west of the 
honse Ht the foot of the hill ea~t of the 
common. It fronted to the south and 
the uppe\' part of the builcling was en 
tered from the old road, leading past the 
tannery. Several of the tan-vats were 
in the basement (·f the building. Am
asa Lincoln sold his half of the proper
ty to Allen Lincoln , :Mar. 11, 1817, 
and rcmoved to Newfane. Allcn con
tinued the bllsilless till Nov. 21, ]821 , 
when he sold out to Adin Thayer, who 
on the same day sold to Asa Knight. 

The Lincolns came from Massachu
setts. Amasa was born in Norton, 
Mass., Jnly 10, 1787. He married, 
1st. Lucy Richardson, Apr. 14, 1814, 
anrl boarded for a time with the family 
of Doctor DlIncan. He marJ'ied,second, 
Mary Hastings, .Jan. 26, 1730. He 
had four children by the first marriage. 

Allen Lincoln married in 1810, Fan
ny, dan. of Ezra and Amy (Snow) 
Davis of Chesterfield, N. H. Their 

-. 
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children were: Fanny D., Stella S., 
Allen M., and William R. H e, with 
hi s family, removed to Fort Covington, 
or French Mills, N. Y. 

Jacob Amsden, a tanner, bought of 
A sa Knight a nd soon after sold to LlI
ther Thayer, who put into the ta nnery, 
a steam apparatus for heating the vats. 
About 1830, the tannery was burned, 
and amuch smaller building immediate
ly bui:t on thl spot. The business how
ever, soon dedinf' d, and the ne ,~ lJUild
ing was removed , attached to the dwell
ing-hollse on tbe place f\lJd converted 
into a shoe-shop. 

Henry L. Porter r ented the place for 
a time and worked at shoe-making. Af
ter two or three more changes, Adin 
Thayer bought the property and sold 
the same to Lewis Holton, who did an 
extensive business in making fancy mo
rocco sllOes . NIl' . Holton, his wife ; 
and two children, di ed of erysipelas in 
Jan. 1844, and t.he place was sold a t 
auctio..l to Wm. O. Miller. William 
Luck, an Englishman, rented t.he shop 
for a time. He served a reguhLr ap
prenticeship in England and was an ex
cellentshoemaker . No workman could 
make a more handsome boot or shoe 
than Mr. Lucle He served for a time 
in the British army , but deserted and 
came to thi s country. What was once 
the tannery, then a shoe-shop, is now 
the building joined to the west side of 
Wem. O. Miller's residence. His sis
ters, 1\1rs. Mary 1\'1. Rust and Lucretia 
Miller, own a nd occupy the Lincoln 
place . 

HIGGINS lCAlIHLY. 

CALEB HIGGINS married Luey Hil
dreth May 5, 1796. She died in 1797, 
and he married, 2d, Mary Hildreth, 
June 17,1798. AlpheusHiggins, prob
ably a brother of Caleb, married Phebe 
Hildreth Sept. 21, 1797. The ehildren 

\ . 

10f Caleb and Lucy (Hildreth) Higgins 
were Caleb and Joshua, twins, b. Feb. 
16, 1697; and by his second marriage, 
Lucy H ., born Dec. 6, 1798, who lll. 

N athan Adams Jr., Oct.. 4 , 182 1. 

Caleb, brother of Joshua, married 
1st. Almeda Sawyer, July 9, 1820 ; 2d. 
name unknown; 3d. Lucy Johnson, of 
Jamaica, Dec. 8, 1844. H e was a shoe
maker by trade and with his third wife 
lived several years in the Hollow where 
Maner ,smith now resides. Hed. May 
26, 18G3, aged Gu, and LuC"y, his wife, 
diec1lVlar. 31, 1865, aged Gt . Dm ing 
the summer of 1883, a benevolent fhenc1 
who knew them well in former years, 
placed at the head of their graves a 

marble slab bearing the insc: r.iption, in 
addition to their ages and time of death, 
"Humble and unassuming in life they 
did what they could." He never learn
ed to read or write. On one occasion 
he had ·a sign painted for hi s shop. His 
name and occupation , in lettering, re
quired two lines; but when the painter 
showed him the sign, he refused to take 
it, saying, "what man can read twice 
across that board while ridi ng past my 
shop ?" 

Uriah Higgins was one of the heads 
,if families in ~chool district No.3, in 
1793, and lived llear Rufus Sargent. 
Polly Higgins married David Dutton, 
in 1782. J oseph Higgins was a resi
dent of school district No.5, in 1793. 
J oseph Hi~gins married" ·Widow Kath
an Aug. 26, 77-." 

July 2, 1797 . From the church rec
ord. Two children of Caleb Higgins , 
twins, were baptized,- one named 
J oshua, given by its grandfather , Uri
iah Higgins, the other nam(;d Caleb, 
gi\'en by its grandmother, Lydia Hil
dreth" Therefore, Uriah was father 
of Caleb and Alpheus. 

.~ 



DUMMERSTON . 	 :LO~ 

THE HAGUE IN 1793, 
AND 	VICINITY. 

This locidity comprised 20 familieB 
:ill 1793, and w"s No.7, of the school
,districts. The school-house then stood 
hetwee1! J oh]:) Whitney's aud Elder J OB

.!l.Lhan Hlllltley'.s. ill 1820, the nUll
1'er of SclWlal~S .attending schoo l was 28, 
as returlled by Lyman Walker. Re
ligious services were held in the sehDol
llOuse' for many years, regularly every 
,'::l unday. Elder Huntley pre"ched there 
for a long time. 

ABRAHAlol FlT:rS 

was oue of the earliest residents im the 
Hague. Abraham Fitts Jr . , married 
·a Bames and lived where D. F. vVil
lard now owns. He removed to New
tane where he died about 1863, aged 
nearly 90. His wife died in 1833. 

TLilIOTHY CROSEY 

married Amy, and was from Claremont, 
N. H., where two children, Timothy, 
1784, and Amy, 1785, were born. The 
,children born ill this town were Levi , 
Nabby, Lydia, Rhoda, Lucy, and Hez
-ekiah. Mrs.Crosby died Apr. 7,lbOO. 
He married 2d, Amita Hale, May 15, 
1803. 

MICAH FRENCH JR., 

was from Royalston, ·Mass., and pUl'
cbased land here in 1789. H e owned 
land in lot, No. 121, on which he had 
.a saw-mill in 1797, and thc same year, 
sold it to Dyer Remington, w'ho i.n 
turn sold it to Joseph Poole of Brook
line. The saw-mill was probably built 
by Micah Frcneh, and in the sale , one 
acre of land was included with the saw
mill which stood on Fall brook. Mi
cah French.Jr .., married Sarah Howe, 
Jan. 28, 1787. John French Jr. , mar
ried Rebecca Haywood, of 'Walpole, 
N . H., Nov. 22,1781. Children : Hay
ward, 	born Aug. 18, 1783. 

14 

.1ESSE ~1A.N1.EY 

and Eunice, his wife, were 111ltrried in 
177.6. Children: Jesse Jr., born .Sa-n. 
2.6, 1778, man.ied Betsey French, Sept. / 

27, 1801. 
fu1laSa, bam 17.80, married Lydia 

French, J an. 2G, 1806. She was sis
ter of Jesse's wife agd both were dau~h
tcz·s of N athallie1FrenclL 

Eunice, bom 1782, married Reuben 
Newton, Mar. 11, 1804. 

The otlier ehildren we.re Natha.uiel, 
Hannah, Betsey, ,Villiam, Sally, Polly, 
John, find Luke, the youngest, bom 
Oct. 17,1800. 

John Manley, son of .Jesse Jr., mar
ried first Ircna Goss, sistcr Qf Harriet 
Goss, wife of D8.uiel Taylor, 2d, Abi
gail WilsoJa, daughter of Joseph Wil
son. Her sister, Sarah C. married John 
. \Vhitney, aad her brothers were Shep
ard and Elihu Wil son, 

JA~1ES 	 MANLEY, 

a brother of Jesse , removed from Kil
lings ley , Ct., where he married Hannah 
---, and where Samuel, th eir first 
ehild was born Jan. 13, 1774. Molly, 
the second chi.ld was born in Royalston. 
Mas&., July 30, 1776. F rom that place 
the family came to Dummersto.n, where 
Marcy was born June 1, 1778; Ha11
nah born Apr. 12, 1780, man-ied Fair
rillg vViJ.son, whose daughter, Hannah , 
married Gideon, son of Charles Cud
worth, a first settler on Putney 'West 
Hill. James Jr., born July 8, 1782: 
Lucy, born July 9,1784, married Stew
art Black; Ebenezer, born Oct. 20, 
1786. marri ed Patty Black. The ch il
dren of Ebenezer were Philisia, Syrene, 
Mary, George and Eliza. Syrene mar
riedShepard \Vilson, who now lives on 
th e Manley home- tead. 

JOSEPH ENOS, 

a native ofPortugal, came with his wife, 
Jemima, and one chiid, Mary, from 
Smithfield, R. 1., to Putney where 

http:1A.N1.EY
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Hannah was born Aug. 3, 1779. Jo
seph, Jr., Betsey, Jesse, and Simeon 
were all born in Putney. IIaIIDah m. 
Timothy Crosby, and Mary married 
on the same day, Sept. 29, 1802, Dan
iel Woods of Townshend. Betsey mar
ned J onas Barrus, Mar. 30,1806. Mr. 
Enos was ~ miller and owned the grist
mill Oll F all brook. H e bought the lamL 
about 25 acres, and the mill , of Joseph 
Poole in 1797, who probably brcilt lhe 
n:ill tha t year. J<:nos sold th e same to 
Nahum Norcross Jan. 16, 1801, " and 
the said Norcross is to have liberty to 
draw water at the saw-mill for the use 
of the grist-mill as he shan want or 
need." James N ewton had a shop and 
fUl'l1ace on the same land with rights 
l'eserved to him in th e same deed. 

J OEHAH TENNEY 

married Matilda Livermore and lived 
on the Abra m Dewy place- He came 
from Barre, .i\lass .. , where his sister, 
M artha was born Aug . 5, 1785 . H er 
first husband was Samuel Bond, born 
in Winches-tel', N. H ., Aug. 28 , 1783, 
They were married Nov. 16 , 1806. 
Children: Luke Taylor, born J an. 3 , 
1807; Samuel Jr., born Apr. 28, 1809. 
Samuel Bond died in W alpole, N. H., 
March 9, 1809. His widow married 
s'econd Thomas Clark, 

JONAS LIVERMOR E JR._ 

married Sarah 'Woodbury, June 20, 
1'781. H e was from Sutton, Mass . , 
where his first child, Benj rtmin, was b; 
Oct. 23 , 1781. The other children 
were Sally, b. May 12 , 1784 , Davjd, 
Parks , Calvin, and Matilda, who mar
ried Josiah T enney. David died 1876, 
aged 89; Olive, his wife, died 18'75, 
aged 86. Jonas Jr., died Apr. 6,1812, 
aged 58 . 

SOLOMON NOURSE 

was probably from Westboro, Mass., 
where many persons of tha t n~me liv
ed when he came to Dummerston. Dan

ie~ N Ilrse and Sarah Ball were the 
parents of 11 children born in vVestbo
1'0. Joseph and J oel, his SOIlS , remov 
ed to Shrewsbury about ] 800.. W m. 
Nurse married Rebecca Fay and w a:;;. 

a reeidcnt of Shrewsbury in 1729 ; but 
was set off with his f&.rm. to vVestboro 
in 1741. 

FraT.cis Nourse of Salem Village" 
had children , .John , Samh, l~cbec~a . 

SanLUeI, Fmn6s, Mary, Elizabeth, and 
Benj amin. Their HlO ther was hu ng irD I 

\the witchcraft delusion, J uly 19 , 1692. I 


TIle name originally Noms," , i, still se' 

written by many famili.es. 


SOLO~~ON, of this. tow!], nw.rr ied ::\le
hitible - -, and had children, A sa, b. 
1779; H amJiah, l\IehitiLJ!e, Sampson , 
P ersis , Caty , Samuel DUllcan, and Ben
jamin, the youngcst, b..J an. 27 , 180l. 

Betty, wife of Nathaniel French , was. 
pr obably a sister of Solomon Nourse . 
H el' first husband was Samuel DuncaJ1, 
and a child of hel' urothbr is named 
Samnel Duncan. 

Joseph N omse, who lived in the east 
part of the town, was a cousin of Solo
mon. He m. H annah Holtan ; Chil 
dren: H annah, b. 1781 , m . 1st. - 
Wright, 2d . J ohn W ellman of Am
11erst, 1838 ; Joseph, b. 1783, m. Sally 
Glynn, 1822 ; A~enath. b. 1785, m.. 1st. 
Eli S . D avis of Brattleboro, 1817, 2d. 
- A obot; Thomas II., b. 1787, mar' 
ried Bdsey Kingsley of Utica, N. Y. ; 
Abel, b. 1789 ; Elijah, b. 1791; Eli 
sha, b. 1793 ; m. 1st. Sally Murdock 
of Townshend, 2d. Lucy -; R euben., 
b. 179/,1,; John , b. 1797. 

SETH H UDSON 

waH a Revolutionary soldier and pen
sioner, ,and was from P etersham, Mass . 
where he marriecl Abigail - and where 
their first child . Polly , was born Jan. 
10, 1779 . Betsey born in Dummers
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on May 27, 1781; R ebecca, Susanna, 
Joel, and Esther. 

Seth Hudson died Nov. 28, 1828. 
Enos, probably, a brother of Seth, 

rualTied Patty -, and had a SOll, Seth, 
born July 12, 1792. Betsey Hudson 
ill. John Grout of N. Y. Samuel S. 
Hudson married Sally Field, of Brat· 
ttleboro. 

DANIEL BELKNAP 

was born in Brattleboro, Sept. 5, 1773, 
and firKt settled ()ll the Roel place. He 
married Betsey PlunUller and lived mao 
ny years on the Reuben Walker farm. 
H e cleared much of the land where he 
:first settled at the rate of H) acres a 
year for 6 years. 

His cnildren were: Sally, b. May 14, 
i795, m.arried Dr. Sewall Foster; Bet· 
:sey, b. 1796, died 179'8; Cyru.s, bom 
Apr , 8, 1798, ill. Sally, dau. of John 
Lawton; Asa, b. Mar. 8, 1801, mar
ried Ruth Greenwood; 

Willard, h. JURe 20, t803, married 
Amallda Kingsbury; 

Betsey, b. Aug. 18, 1805 , m. John 
Greenwood, brother ofAsa's wife; John 
P., b. 1807. ill. Harriet Freuch, dan 
of Nathaniel Freach, Sewall married 
Juliette French, sister of John's wife; 
Lucy m. Wm. Goss; Harriet married 
George Willard, and D aniel, Jr. died 
unmarried. 

Daniel Belknap died Aug. 215, 1862, 
aged 89. 

Calvin l5elknap , probably a relative 
of Daniel ID.. Bathusa -, and had Ba
thusa, born Nov. 1787; Asa, b. 1790; 
Daniel, b. 1792; Lucy, b 1794; Polly, 
b. 1797; Charles Belknap married Sa
;rah DUllcan, Allg . HI, 1795. 

THE OLDEST GRAND LIST. 

No grand lists can be found at the 
clerk's office of an earlier date tl:an 
about 1820. What became of them be

fore that date, no one 'knows. The fo1
owing rate bill will show what the grand 
list was for the year 1801. 

TAX BILL OF f80"2

State Tax of one cent {)n the DoHar on the 

Gramd List granted a.t tb.e October Session 'M 

180l. 

Als@ 'fQwn Tax of one cent Oll the Dolla r on 

.the Grand List granted Dec. 11801. 

.sTATE TOWN 
NAMES. TAX. TAX. 

$ cts. $ cts. 


Adams Nathalt 17 1 17 


Allyn Charles 86 1 86 


Arnold Gamaliel 67 13 


Alvord B enjamill 28 [ 2S 


Asb El' enz. '::24, 44 


Atl"idge Natb.alliel 20 


Allya .losiah U 77 


Adams Samuel 38 38 


Bennett Samuel Jr. "20 40 


Bemis David 41 41 


Bemis Benjamin 69 41 


BoydeA William :2 27 ~2 21' 


BemIS Elias 92 1'1, 


Bigelow Isaac 8S l 08 


Bemis Josep[, :2 20 2 'W 


Dutler Silas 39 67 

Boyden Isaac 094 'm 

Brown Elijah 3\l 27 


Butler Abel 1 84 S4 

Barrus J onatban 31 31 


Butler ? John 17 17 


Boyden Josiah 82 82 


Burritt Isaac l 14 J. M 

Burnham John 13 33 


Barrus John 19 19 


Boyden Asa 47 80 


Baldwiu John 47 47 


Bennet Samuel 59 76 


Butler Thomas 25 25 


Bennet J osep11 99 gg 


Bemis Philip 74 94 


Belknap Cbarles 46 66 


Butterfield Luke I 26 26 

Belknap Daniel 80 


Black Steward 40 40 

Butterfie ld Ezra 2 58 2 58 


Belknap Calvin 61 81 


Bennet Stephen 58 58 


Boook Aaron Jr· 36 39 


Briggs SeU, 63 63 


Buck Elij all 21 21 
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Bemis Benjatnin 2d ) 

Butterfield Ezra .Jre 

BUl'llett Wilkins 

Bailey Dudley 
Bix by Nathaniel 

Bfl-rret B'enjarnin J,', 

Barrus', ;.\IO'se& 

Bebee .JO'hn 
Uerrnet JO'lln 

BO'nd ,4a1'O'n 

Clark 'l'hO'mas 
Clark ThO'mas ,Jre 

Colbey SimeO'u' 

Caryl Levi 

Cossetv Bb Swel1 

Chamberlain Sela 

CO'O'k E'uO'ch 

Gleessy H enry 

Ca1'yl Astt 

Caryl AbiJaa 

CO'O'k Nathan 

OrO'sby TimO'thy 

Cresey William 
CO'llins SylvanuS' 

Cutting JO'el 

Clark TllacTeu S' 
CO'bleigh JO'nathan Jr.. 

Cambriclge JO'hn 

CrO'sby Eli 

Olap l chobO'd 
Dean Richard 
DuttO'n Da vieT 

Duncan .JasO'n Esq. and Son~ 

Duncan Abel 

DavenpO'rt Oharles 

DavenpO'rt Charles Jr', 

DuttO'n Asa 
DnttO'n Samuel 

DuttO'n Samnel Jr. 

Duncan Samuel 
Dicj,enson Paul 

EstabrO"O'k Benjamin 
Ellis Benjamin and SO'n& 

EnO's JO'se}Jh 

Fan William 

Fishel' Ebenezer 
Frith Abraham J,'. 

Fairchild Silas 

French JO'el 
F1ality ( F1O'rida ) James 

Frencb Nathan 

French JO'hn 

French Samuel 

:FO'ster Skelton 

20 


~ ~9 

61 61 


iO 70 


10 10 


20 


.15 32' 


26' 26 


61 61 


OJ' 03 1> 03 


00 


63 2'9 


20 46 


~6 66 


21 21 


59 I 50 


51 71 


35 35, 


20 29 


33 3S' 


33 3S' 


ZO 

J9 33 


2( 


20 


61 


50 


U l' 24 


69 89 


67 61 


" 	 OS '2 48 


71 77 


3'4 34 

go 95 


233 2Z 


4 27 4: 27 


33 33 


12 I 1 lZ 


54 54 


22 I 2'2' 


33 33 


66 66 


14 34 


17 17 


99 99 


26 26 


6 26 


30 30 


2 	 49 2 40 


14 14 


51 71 


57 57 


FrO'st .J esse 


Frencll Willialll' 


FO'ster Il'amal'cT 


FrO'st Il'enjamin 


Guernsey SftmueB 


GOss ZeJmlcm 


GO'SS Irenry 


GleasO'n JO'seph' 

Go\\ing SanllTeJ 

Goss DftTlieI 


Gritf'"th Ellis 


Gioos Elijall 


Gates IYaniel Jr. 


Grallam OAleb 


Gates Daniel Lt. 


Gates .J. SllepharCC 

GrO'ut Ebenezm' 

Graham L emue]: 

GO'ddard L evi 

Gloos Samuel 
Gates PlruleRs 

Graves Reuoen 

Hunt J O'na. -HinsdaIe
HO'l:lnns Jeremiah 

HIldreth J 'esse 

Hildreth .JO'sepb> 

Hildreth Ezekiel 
Higgins Alplleu So 

Hildreth WilsO'n 

Haven JO'seph 
Hartwell OliVe!' 

Hadley Benjamin> 

Haven Abel 
Healey James' 

HndsO'n EnO's 

Hudson Seth 

Hillyard JO'seph 

HO'lton Arad 

Haven David 


Hadley Jesse 


Herrick JO'nathan 


Hadley EbeneZel" 

H O'lton Reuben 


J enks Obediah 


JillsO'n Sylvestel' 

JO'hn sO'n James 

JO'nnsO'n SimeO'n 

JO'hnson F. Edwaril 

JO'hnsO'n Ashbel 

JO'hnsO'n William 

JacO'bs JO'seph 

Kathan JO'hn 

Kathau Gardner 
Knight J O'el 

10 J()l 


33 3S: 


3~ 38 


tb 20' 


39 39' 


49 69' 


>10 10' 


215 26' 


03 7S' 


~7 67 


92 9'2: 
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I3 33' 
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~. 13 2 31 


'1, 03 OZ; 

2~ 44 


32 3'2' 


22 42 


7 27 


39 59 


26 2(; 


10 HI' 


72 n 

65 65' 


95 95, 


51 2r 

39 39' 


13 il3' 


15 35 


57 51 


27 1 47 


32 1 65, 

10 3() 


24 24 


7Z 1 7Z 


6 5 

25 ,2& 


55 73: 


2] 21 


24 I U 


10 HI 


44 44' 


31 31 


15 ,35

57 71 


66 86 


20 40 


202202 


40 40 


56 56 


41 61 


11 	 I 31 
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Knight Jesse 

Knight Saluu e l 

I{ath!ln .John 2<1. 

Kelley Alexo,noer 

I{atll!ln Daniel 

Kenclall Luke 

Kendall Isaac 
Knight .Jonathltll .Jt.. 

l{atluUl Alex. & TllOTrlI1S 

Kathan Daniel", 

Knapp Icllabod 

Kilbury l1kllaro & John 

1(ell,"y RjclHtrcl Jr. 

Kathan Daviel 

Knapp John 

Kneelancl Abner 

Kathan Daniel Jr. 

Kathan Prentice 

Kelley William 

L aughton Jacob 

Leonard William 

L!ll'l'abee J. Wielow 


Laugllton Samuel Jr. 


Laughton 2, & Thomas 

Laughton David 

Lamb Peter 

Laugllton John Lt. 

Larrabee John 

J1lill er Vespacian 2<1. 

Morse John &; Samne l 

Mann James 

Miller John 

Miller Vespacian Capt. 

ilIiller Hosea 

Manley James 

Miller William 

:ilIiller lIlarshal 

Miller Sylvanus 

Manley Jesse 

I\:ierl'ick Rbenezer 


1vliller George 


II1mm Nath'l 

lIfann Stephen 

lIIanley Jesse Lt, 

lI100re Joua. clo. 

Miller Joseph 

lI1errick Moses 

Negus William 

Negus John 


Norcross Nahum 


Newton James 

Nurse Joseph 

Orvis Wiclow Wm. 

23 

II 

if> 

51 

1 SS 

I SO 

6 

40 

2 35 

W 
~ 

hl 

~ 

W 
31 

38 

6B 

.5 

59 

06 

37 

65 

13 

11 

19 

33 

33 

62 

77 

69 2 

31 

65 

53 

17 

1 67 

48 

2 09 

(U 

40 

63 

16 

42 

85 

33 

91 

56 

18 

33 

42 

13 

23 

31 

75 

I 51 

I SS 

2 

1 60 

Z 55 

M 
% 

hl 

M 
~ 

31 

7I 

66 

25 

79 

g6 

37 

65 

33 

26 

1 11 

I 19 

33 

53 

62 

77 

69 2 

1 31 

85 

1 53 

1 17 

1 67 

1 48 

2 09 

64 

60 

S3 

36 

62 

8.'i 

33 

20 

91 

56 

38 

33 

42 

13 

Pie rce Josia.h 

Prouty Abel 

Pierce Benjamin 

Presson llcnja. ,'i{, Stephen 

Porter Samuel Esq. 

Parisll Asa 

Prentiss Elkanah 

Pottel' Renben 
Pratt Asa 

Pierce 'William 

Parker Elijall 

Presson Sanluel. 

Pratt Jessc 

Randall Elisha 

Rider Davicl 

Rich Elijah 

Reed Isaac 

Rice ~athanJ Eph'rrl. & ElijfLh 

Rice Amos & Gardner 

Streeter Samuel 

Sabin Elisha 

Sargeant Caleb 

Sargeant Rufus 

Su.rgean t Tholllas 

Stockwell Joel 

Stimpson AUlOS 

Stoddarc1 Samuel 

Sargeant Calvin 

Stockwcll Jona·s 

Stevens Hcnry 

Stimpson Simeon 

Sargeant JOlnl 

Stcarns Daniel 

Shaw Bela 2 

Stickney Peter 

Sweetser William 

Stone Nathaniel 

Stimpson Charles 

Taylor Isaac 
Tart Silas 

Taft Asahel 

Thompson Benoni 

Town Palila 

Taylor Daniel & Luke 

ThayAr Thacleus 

Temple .Joseph 

TwitcJlell .Joshua 

Thompson Uriah 

Turner John 

Tm'ner Thomas 

Turner Elias 

T aylor Israel 

Viol Mason 

Wyman George 

40 010 

18 :18 


73 73 


56 ifi 

07 2 27 

74 74 

29 26 

35 35 
.52 ;1'2 

'2.~ 2·2 

20 20 


6 26 


20 
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17 17 


30 30 
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 ... 
20 20 

38 38 
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Williams Asa 

'Valker Jonas 
Wilder JosllUa 

Wood Seth 

Wllitney Benjamiu 

Woodbury Stephen 
Wai. Widow Ebenezer 

Wilder Elias 

Willard Henry 
Webster Asahel 

Wilson J o~epb 

Wyman John Lieut. 

""yman John Jr. 
Wakefield Samuel 

Wilson Ezekiel 
Warner Daniel 

Wiliard Peter 

Welcll Silas 

Winslow Joseph 

'''ooley Asa 
Wilder Atholiab Jr. 

Wood Jonas 
White Asa 

Whitney Henry 

Wl1ipple John 

Ward Nahum 
Zwear Daniel 

JONAS WALI{En,
STEPHE'" WOODBURY, ! Se ectmen. 

42 42 

79 79 

95 23 

33 53 

26 26 

16 16 

2S 23 

2 03 2 03 

2 36 69 
51 51 

6 26 

75 75 

58 58 

04 04 

2G 26 

04 04 
13 33 

Z9 29 

35 35 

39 39 

46 46 

42 42 

6 26 

39 39 

69 69 

93 93 

93 93 

$209. 01 $233.79 

I 1 

I Porter, David Gates, Marshall & Johnllliller, 

'Ichabod Knapp, Abner Town, Jona. Barrus, 
Lemuel & Dan'l Davenport, Asa & Levi Caryl, 

Nathan Cook, Elkanah Prentiss, Bellj . Esta· 

brook Benja. Alvord, William & John Negus 
Jason Duncan, Josiah Kellogg, Solomon Cook. 

DISTRICT No.2. 

Jol1n Baldwin. John Katl1an 2d., Caleb Gra· 
ham, Henry Stearns, Richard Kelley, Samuel 

Wilder, Aaron Jones, Mr. Taylol', Oliver Hart
well, Alexander Kelley, Benjamin Jones Jr. 


Amos Rice, Samuel Duncan, Dr. Haven, Elias 


Wilder, David & Asa Dutton, Joseph Bemis 

Philip Bemis, Ephraim Rice, Elias Burbank, 


Jotham Hougl1ton, James H ealey, Henry Wil· 


lard, Andrew ~Vi11ard , Nathan Ball. 


DISTRWT NO.3. , 
John Fuller, James Nichols, Elihu Sargeant, 

Daniel Kathan 2d. Uriah Higgens, Rnfns Sal'. 

geant, Jonathan W111ard , Stephen Beal, Benj . 

amln Pierce. Mr. Bond. Bela Shaw, Benjamin. 

Whitney, Levi Goddard, Jesse Hildretl1, Jos. 

Hildreth, Jr. Capt. Jones, Jos. & IWilson Hi!· 

<lretl1, '''illiam Mill er , Charles Davenport, Jr. 
Mr. Webster, Cl1arles Davenport, Jabez Butler 

Aaron Brooks, J ohn Kneeland, Wm. lIfiddle· 

ditch, Benjamin, David, & Elias Bemis, Isaac 

! Bigelow and Sarr:nel Nicl101s. 
DISTRICT NO.4. 

John Kilbury, Daniel Kathan, Ebenezer Ha· 
ven, Abel Haven, Alexander Kathan , John &

Dummerston, January 16, 1802 

.NOTE.-This Tax Bill was found among tbe IEleazer Rhoades, Elijah Brown, Gideon Blll'Il' 


papers of John Miller, Collector,1802. 

DISTRICTS AND INHABITANTS 
IN 1793. 

In connection with the old t.ax bill for 
1802, it will be interesting to know in 
what part of the town most of the fam
ilies lived near the close of the last cen
tury. From the report of a committee 
for dividing the town into school dis
tricts, Dec. 10, 1793, of whom Jona
than Knight was chairman, the follow
iIJg information is obtained: The Centre 
School plot for the Town of Dummers
ton was 

DISTRICT NO. I , 

Samuel Dutton Jr. Joseph Hillyard .John 
Wyman Jr., Vespacian Miller, Hosea Miller, 

Stephen Woodbnry, Davi'd Leavitt, Thomas 

ham, Abel Johnson, Joseph Haven, Widow 
Flarty (Florida), John Shephard Gates, Asl1· 

bel Johnson. "Villiam Sargeant, John Kathan, 

Gardner Kathan, Ephraim -- 

DISTRICT NO.5. 
Joseph T emple Isaac Boyden, John lIIc,wain, 

Isaac Reed, Jesse Knight, Thomas Langhton 

Joel Knight, John Butler, Joseph Higgens, Eli· 

jah Town, Samuel & Jona. Knight, Calvin But· 
er, Woo. Boyden, W"illiam Wyman, Samuel &, 

Jacob Langhton, Abel Butler, Benjamin Witt, 

Arad Holton, Henry Cressey, Simeon Johuson 

Anthony Mason John Burnham, Asa White. 

DISTRICT NO.6. 

Josiah Taft Enos Phillips, Jonas Livermore \I 

Seth8oEnos Hudson, Asahel Taft, Jonas Walk· 

er, JOSIah Pierce, Sam'l Norcross,Nath.lFrench

ISolomon Nourse Seth Duncan, John Lal'l'abee. 

Silas Taft, Jonathan Child. 
DISTRICT NO.7. 

Abraham Fitts, John Laughton, J onathan, 

Clark, Simeon Colby, Ebeuezer Wait, Samuel I Jonas & Thomas Fan:, Josiah Spaulding, John 

• 
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Marsh, ilIr. Cobleigh, ilIr. Parmeter, Nathaniel 

Holmes. Micah French. Johu Turner, Elijah 

Remington, Luther Butler, Mrs. Twitchell, An· 

dr e w Crowl, Patrick lIfc'manis, Timothy Cros. 

by, John Smith, Samuel Gowen, Benj. Presson, 

Archibald Woods, Rufus Freeman, Seth Smith 

James and Jesse lIIanley. 

The oldest tax bill we have examined 
in this town, was for the year 1806. 
It contains a list of 295 tax-payer~ who 
were to pay a tax of one cent on the 
"general li st" of said Dummerston, and 
is signed by Samuel Porter and Seth 
Hudson, selectmen of the toW)]. At 
that time there were eight tax-payers in 
town, by the name of Kathan, and 
twelve named Miller. The most sin
gular name on the list i~ Zwears. Asa 
Dutton was the litrgest tax-payer, his 
tax being $4.65. The only man now 
living (1871) , ....hose name is on this 
bill, is Jonas ·Walker who sti ll resides 
in town at the venerable age of 90 years. 
The tax bill for 1807, Rhows that Henry 
Willard was the largest land holder at 
that time,and owned 418 acres . Thomas 
Clark stands next having 416 acres. 
The tax is an assessment of one cent on 
each acre of land fol' the purpose of 
building it State Prison. The tax for 
for 1808, was one cent on a dollar of 
the I:,'Tand list, and it appears from the 
examination of other bills, that it was 
the general rate of taxation in those 
days. It was the custom also to make 
a !lew bill for each kind of tax assessed 
for the year j and this plan was followed 
until sometime after 'Vm. O. Miller 
received the office of constable and col
lector. Mr. Miller wa~ chosen in 1844, 
and has collected the taxes each year 
since, except two, making a service at 
the present time (1879) of 33 years. 
The tax-book now in use, of which 
Joseph Steen of Brattleboro has a copy
right or claim of some kind, and which 
Mr. Miller himself used for sometime 

prtlvious to the year 1867, at which 
time he suggested to Ml'. Steen tJ1e 
method now used, has the names and 
grand list written on the left hand page 
and exhibits on the right the different 
kinds of taxes, including town, state, 
school and county . The tax-book for 
1871, when this article was first written 
contains 380 names, and of this num
ber fourteen are Millers and but two 
Kathans. Among old deeds we men
tion two that. are ancient j one is dated 
1739, the other 1754. 

ABRlDGED ANNALS. 

May 16th, 1775, the town" Votid 
that the Selectmen Be the men to take 
Cair of theves. Votiele that Elexander 
Kathon Should have his gun. meeting 
Disolved By a grate meJol'ity of votes." 

Mundy the twenty-second of m.ay 
Enoch Cook & thomas Clark Chosen 
Daligates to Set at westminester." 

"thursday, the twenty-second of June 
at won of the Clock in the after noon. 
V otid that the town Act a Cording to 
the County Congms in thaer Resolves. 
V otid in By the melisha of the town 
Jonathan Knigh t Capt. Josiah Boyden 
Lieutenant and that william Neagos Be 
the insiell for the melisha of said town" 

" At a town meetin Held the 22 of 
Augo~t At the meeting hous at fore of 
the Clock in the aftc l' NOo.ri to aet on tIll> 
foloing articklcs Viz. Meeting openid. 
Enoch kook chosen moderatOl'-V otid 
that tis the ScnCc of this town that the 
Lettel's that a re in the hand of Doctr 
Solomon Harvy are Not any EvidanCe 
in the Case which the Commite is Col
lectin for the Evidance which tha al'e 
to Colect is the Bad Conduct of the Cort 
from its fust Setting up the Cort Down 
to the fust of march Last and that those 
Letters only Shue that the Peple ware 
Displeaised at the Earbitary Conduct of 
the offiseirs of the Cort and ware Rady 
to Rise and stop the Cort before that 
time; and t.hose Lettors Show Like wise 
t.he unity of the People and pur fix the 
time j and we think it Best not to have 
those Letors goe to westminester j" 
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P. C. Voti.1 that John H ooker Cari 
on t.he Publick worship on the Lord 's 
Day. " 

Septem bel' 11th, "Votide in to the 
Cnmpini of me Lisha of the town Dan
iel Kathan second Lieut. 'William N egos 
Axed a Dissmi shon from said Compini 
as an in siueand it was grainted. Votid 
iIJ to said Compini of me Lisha as an 
insian John Shepord gaits in the Room 
of william Negos ." 

November 23([, "At a town meeting 
held to act on thc foloing artickils, viz : 
maid Choyce of John Hooker modara
tor. V otide not to Send Daligat.s to 
nue york - Votide that Enoch Cook 
Shuld not Serve nor St.and as a Com
mity mall' for the town nor for the 
County of Cumberland (Windham) Nor 
aet in this town in a publick Station ." 

N ovember 28 "Voted to R.econsidcr 
the former V otid Not to Send D aligates 
to N ue yorke and V otide to Send two 
Daligates to N ew york , By being in
formid that it was N cdfull to send them 
V otid that John H ooker Shall R epre
sent this town to set at westminister in 
the Room of Enoch Cook and that said 
hooker Shall Cary the town Votes to 
westminister . " 

D esember 14. The voters met accord
ing to adjournment and " a J oured to 
the 21st of D esember instant at one of 
the Clock in the after noon to !ill' Enoch 
Cooks and all so is a J orued to Said 
tim e." " Met a t the hows of mr Enoch 
Cook the 21cl a Cording to a J onrment 
meeting oppenid and proseedid to Bis
niss." 

V otid to Rase the SUID of ten Dolors 
for to Surport Daligats to Go to new 
york if nede be a nd for the Coleettors 
to pay the sum of ten Dolors in to the 
hands of J onathall Knight for to Ceep 
til furdor ordeas as the town chose him 
trashueri for that End . 

V ot.id thatJona than Knightand Enoch 
Cook J oseph hildrith secuer the towns 
Records that are in Drt. Solomon har
vys hand and transCribe it into a town 
Book." 

Febuary 26, 1776, " after moshon 
maid and secondid maid choise of mr. 
John H ooker Clark protemporara 
Votid to send a man to Jine the County 
Comitte on the t.welfth of march at the 

hows of mr. ,John Saagnnts at. 13rattle
borough at Nine of the Clock in the fore 
Noon to Draw up a HemOllSU'nnce to 
Send to the ContnnatshalJ Con!!:ras at 
P hil eDalpha COIlsumillg those tlnt t per
pa trated the Blody Masscaree On the 
thurteeintb of march Last. ScconLlh' 
maid Choise of Decon Jonathan Cole of 
westmoreland in the State of hampshier 
to Be a member to J oine the other mem
bers at time and plase Entor on the sd 
Bisness. Voted that tlla woold llotEx
cept of the plan the Countys Committ}" 
Gave out as a Gineral Rule to go By 
for a Valiations of a States. Votid to 
Clmse a Comitty of thre meJJ to make a 
mendillg on the Cou ntys Comittys Gin
aral R.uele as tlla Shall think fit. maid 
Choise of mr. Enoch Coock and mr . 
thomas Clark and mI'. william N eegos 
to Be a Comitty for the a Bove sci por
poss. John Hooker Clark prot.emp F eb
urawary ye 26, 1776." 

April 15, " , 'o tea tbat hoggs Shall 
not Run at large . Voted to haye a ('Olll

ity to take Care of hoggs-william Boy
den mr. H aven ml' . B oseah miller Be 
the Committy to take Care of hooggs . 
Votid that if any man SUE-ta in Damag 
By the Coniittys hoogs that two of tha t 
Committy has Libbarty to C1mse t.he 
t.hurd man to prise the D ammcgs that. 
his hoogs has Dun. Yotic! that. the 
Comitty for the year in Suing to take 
th e Care of hoogs uppone Complaint 
Being maid to t1em of Damige Being 
Dun, tley shall Go Immediately and 
prize the sd Damige according to thare 
.iudgment with in fore Days from thare 
Being Notifi ed and if Not Settelled 
the hogs S hall Be posted tw enty-fore 
owers and then sele at publick Ven
due to the highest bider and if the 
Sale of sd hogs Excedt the aBove sd 
Damige Be Returned to the oner of sel 
hogs and if he Refuse to take this Said 
overplus it shall R.est in sel Committys 
hands until furdor orders the Ulan IVho 
surstains the Damige shall fir"t N otifie 
the oner of the hogs . Votid wit.h a 
grait meJority in ye afarmitive 

J UIl C 18 , " Voted that Lut.. Lenord 
Spolding Be a COlllmitey man in the 
Roome of Ebenezer haven to go to west
minister & set thaI'. Voted that the 
town will Bail" thare Equil purporshon 
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to Fend to the Contammsllal Congras." 
[We have a few 1110),C le.aves of this 

old ms. we may usc for auother g}lp. ] 

STAUBBACH FALLS" 

is a new name; for a very beautiful fall 
I1ear'Vest riycr, in The Hague, on a 
stream e'Llled Fall brook, because the 
descent fi:om its oource is so precipitous. 
vVhat is now called Staubbach Falls has 
long been known as"Fall Brook Falls." 
It is a channing retreat in the forest, 
alld exceedingly romantic. A wim1ing 
path, shaded by evergreen trees, leads 
up from the highway beside the brook, 
a long the southern bank to the water
fall. The SLeep, rugged banks, pros
trate, decaying old trees, projecting 
l'ocks, moss-grown aud covered with 
ferns, gi ve a primitive look to the local
ity. The ravine is deep and its north
ern bank just below the falls rises to a 
height of more than a hundred feet. 
The brook runs over a ledge nearly per
pendicular and 60 feet in height. Years 
ago the fall was 10 or 15 feet more than 
it now is, as freshets have washed in a 
quantity of large stones at the foot of 
the ledge. The brook is three miles in 
length and has its 80urc,-, on Putney 
West HilL 

->if Concl1~sion oj Paper on the Hag1w. A 
leaJ of the )118. overlooked 011 page 107. 

WARNING OUT OF TOWN. 

The custom ofwELl'ning persons out of 
town, who, in the opinion of the select
meu, wcre liable to become a "Town 
charge," went into practice here soon 
after the organization of the township. 
The followin g warrant, copied h'om the 
old records, shows the kind of instruet
ions then issue'[ to the constables by the 
seleetmen: 

"State of VerlUont \Vindham Coun
ty Dummerston Apr. ye 2d, 1781 To 

Either of the Constables in the Town of 
Dummerston Greeting: In the Name & 
behalf of the fi'ecmell aud by the Au
thority of the SaIlltl we command you 
forthwith to 'Vam all the tranchent Per
sons that is noL Inhabitauts in this Town 
that have not been in the Town one 
year fr0111 this Date that is liable to be 
a T own Charge to Depart forthwith out 
of the Town with theil' Families if any 
they have." 

The order does not state what consti
tutes a freeman, or an inhabitant beyond 
one year's residence. In order to be 
exempt from heiog warned ont, it was 
probably necessary to be "native born," 
or the owner of some real estate. To 
the authorities th'~re must be some vis
ible means of support, something exter
nal in the appearance of the new comer , 
or he must leave within a year from 
his time of advent . If he had "but a 
thousand a year," kn()wn only to· him
self, he must go according to the warn
ing. Good habit,~, honesty, uprigl)t
ness, and educational aceomplishments, 
would not qualify a man for citizenship. 

According to tl,e order issued Apr. 2, 
1781, the families warned out, were 
.John and Susanna Fuller; heirs, Ly
man and R aymand Fuller; ' Voods and 
family; Nancy 'Voods; Ebenezer How 
and Lucy, Patty, and Charity How; 
J ames Coats; Israel Rich and family; 
Ad>l.m Fleemi\,n; Thiarg'1ret, Solomon, 
Adam Jr., Mary Magdalene, and Eu
nice Fleeman; J ohn Day; Anna and 
Margaret Dtey; David Russell; Caty 
Morse: Abner Bemis; Catherine Be

mis: Jf)seph and .Jemima Bemis. Date 
of warnings Apr. 14, and 18, 1781. 

Very little is now remembered in re
gard to the condition of these families, 
warned ont of town that year, except 
that of Joseph and .Jemima (Stoddard) 
Bemis. Mr. Bemis was about 24 years 
old. had one child at that time and had 
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served through the Revolutionary war, 
H e mllst have been all right physically. 
He did not "'depart immediately," but 
remained to earn a living without" Town 
charge," bring up a, family 0f six chil
dren, buy and pay for a g<,od farm, in
herited by his children, and died at the 
advanced age of 79 years, a respected, 
worthy citizen. His sorr, Joseph Jr., 
born in Dummerston, Aug. 5, 1786, is 
now living (1884) i11 New York State, 
in his 98th year. 

POVERTY YEAR. 

The year 18H), well remembered by 
the oldest citizens. as the cold season or 
"Poverty-year." It was kno'Vn ill New 
England as eighteen-fi·oze-to-death. 
There was frost every month in the year, 
though August was exempt from frost 
in some localities. The mean mf'rcurial 
temperatru-e that year was about 43°. 
Snow fell in Jlme and frost cut down 
the growing corn. The early frosts of 
September destroyed the undpe corn, 
which some farmers vainly tried to save 
by early husking and spreading. Fam
ine stared everyone in the face and it 
was a hard year for all, though some of 
the river farmers had fair crops whim 
all oLhers failed. The crop of English 
grain was heavy and this saved the in
habitants from partial famine. The 
only field of corn that ripened in this 
towll, that year, was on the "Haven 
farm," and the crop was raised by 
" uncIe" .Jairus Haven,"a man now 
[1881J living at the age of 92 years. 
He is very deaf, but when he is made to 

He had more than he needed fm: his 
own use , and what he had to spare was 
sold in small quantities at the price ifi 
years of plenty to such men as needed 
it for their families and could pay for it 
only in day's labor, and were obliged to, 
carry it home in a bag on their backs:. 
Speculators were hard hearted in those 
days, as now, ancl took advantage of -.. 
the situation of affairs to speculate in 
corn. One such man called on the 
"'Squire" to purchase corn and inquired 
his price. He was much snrprised to 
iearn that it was rJ(. more than in years 
of plenty, and said he would take the 
corn, "How much would you like,'" 
inquired Mr. Bellows? "I win take aU 
you have to spare," said tb~ speculator. 
" You cannot have it," stammered the 
the Squire, for he had an impediment 
in his speech. "If YOll want a bushd 
for your family, you can have it at my 
price, but no mall can buy of me to ...... 

speculate in this year of scarcity." The 
story was told to George B. Bartlett, a 
visitor in WalpoIe some years since, 
and it so impressed him that he embod
ied it in a little p'Jem, we chris en 

THE OLD SQUIRE. 

In tile time of the sorrowful famine year 
Wben crops were scanty and bread was dear, 

The good Squire'S fertile and sheltered farm 
In the valley n estled secm'e from harm : 

For the Walpole hills, in their rugged migbt 
Soften ed tJle cbill winds deathly blig'bt, 

So tIle sweet Connecticut's peaceful stream 
Reflected the harvest's golden gleam: 

And tbe buyers gatbered witb eager green 
To speculate on the poor man's need ; 

But tbe good Squire said "It is all ill vain; 
No one witb money can buy my grain; 

But he who is Imngry may come and take 

understand that somcthing is desired I An ample store for the giver's sake. 
The good old man to his rest ha,s gone, from him about 1816, he is pleased to 
But his fame still shines in the golden corn, 

relate his success in raising corn that For every year in its lipening grain, 
The grand old story was told again. 

Of him whose tl'eaSUl'e was laid away 
year. Abeut 15 miles up the river on 
the New Hampshire side in Walpole 

In the banks thM seven-fold interest pay; 
was a wealthly farmer , Thomas Bellows F'or to feed the hungry and Clothe the pOOl' 
Esq. , who had a good crop of corn. Is a speculation that's always Sure. 
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GOING TO WESTMINSTER. 

under Gen. St. Clair, was stationed, ana 
1relJ'ained in the service lila aftel'" the bat

tle ofBennington was fought in August. 

THE DUMl\1ERSTON FR1GHT. 
. Ah I 1780 '- . I l'

out t 1e year , tHe III 1a ntants 
The early records o:.~ this tow~ . fur- : in the northwestern part of this town, 

nish bllt little informatlOn ~f a nllhta~y and a few t~lmilies living near them , in 
<:haracter. The first warlike event III 

which the inhabitants manifested much 
excitement, was t.he figltt at vVestmill
ster in 1775, when vVilliamFrench was 
killed, and Daniel Houghto'l mortally 
wounded. The company from Brattle
boro, incltlding French, stopped on their 
way to the court-house, at Ebe'-1ezer 
Raven's ill th&s t.own, and we!'e qLIite 
merry and boister()us. They laughed 
and joked aoout the grand time they 
should have ill preventing th~ court par
ty from taking their .seats. niTS. Ha
lVen thought they I~ad cause to reei s~ber, 
and told them, their joy woudd be chang
ed t6 sadness before they returned,.a 
proph.ecy that was indeed, verified. 

THE DUMMERSTON YORKER, 

Alexander Kathan, was in the fight 
<011 the side of the court party, or "to
ries," as they were called; and so in
,digllant were the eitizens towards him, 
that he was arrested and sentenced to 
remain on his farm one year, and not 
step off from it nnder penalty of death. 
A neighbor on the farm joining his, 
watched him. daily during the whole 
year, and al ways kept a loaded gllll with 
him, while at work in the field, for the 
purpose of shooting him the moment 
that he should step l)Ver the boundary. 
"It was lucky for him," s.aid the man, 
"that he strictly kept within his limit, 
for I should have shot him as quick as 

would an Indian." In July, 1777, 
as soon as the news of the battle of 
Hubbardton reached here, a company of 
militia was sent from this town to Cas
tleton where the main bodyof the army 

Brookline, became alarmed at sounds 
which they heard in the woods. They 

had. occ~tsionally, heard the firing of 
a gun in the morning and during the 
foreuoon ; but they quieted theii· fears 
for a time. Towards night the sounds 
became more frequent, and a smoke 
having been seen iu the forest, they felt 
sure that Indians were comi.ng to mur
der them and destroy their property. 
They hastily gathered what few valua
bles .they could carry, and with their 
families and teams fled to the older set
tlemel1ts a few miles fartJ~e;r to the south
east. All the inhabitants om the way 
were alar.med and joined in the flight. 
vVhen they reached the dwellings of 
those fa:nilies livin~ on the hills in the 
central part of the town, some were per
Buaded to stop there, as it would be a 
good place for defence; b'ilt severa'! of 
the more timid -ones, went farther on 
towards Brattleboro where there would 
be greater safety, for they declared the 
Indihns would come beyond the top of 
the hills. A gUMd was Btationed by 
those who remained on the hill, and ev
ery thing iu readiness for an attack. The 
hours passed slowly during the night; 
and to while away tile time and keep 
aWb.ke, potatoes were roasted and eacell1, 
the guard frequently visited and every 
precaution taken against surprise. 

Morning dawned at last, and still no 
signs of the approaching enemy. Two 
brave men, well armed, were sent back 
towards the scenes of depredation to as
certain what damage had been done by 
the Indians. On their approach to the 
place, they saw the door of one house 
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standing open and also heard a noise 
inside- "There 1 there !" exclaimed one 
"the Indians aJ°e hel"e, they are plun
dering my house I" They went cau
tiously to the claar, guns in hand, ready 
for an encounter, when suddenly a loud 
grunt was heard and out rushed an olCl 
pOl"ker, the only occupant of the build
ing. The men langhed heartily, went 
farther on, learned the causes of their 
alarm, and returned to the company. 

A heavy snow had fallen the day pre
vious to the alarm and continued to fall 
the next day. 

The weather being a little warm, the 
snow had lodged on the trees in large 
quantities, causing the limbs of some 
to break and fall. The inhabitants 
had mist~1ken these sounds for the 
report of gnns. The smoke which 
was seen in the distance, was caused by 
aparty of surveyors, who had stopped 
in the woods and built a fire; and the 
hog had got access to the house after 
the wind had blown open the door. N o 
lives we"e lost, and the inhabitants re
turnen. to their homes unmolested. 

FRENCH AND INDIAN WAR. 

WILLIAM NEGUS, 

who died about 1817, nearly 90 years 
of age, a soldier in the Fr!'.nch and In
dian War, lived on a farm about one 
mile S. W. of where the old meeting
house stood. His orchard of apple-trees 
bore fi'uit first of any in that section. 
He owned the first cider-mill in town. 
The apparatus for t.he pressing consist 
ed of a large heavy timber fastened loose
ly at one end, between two posts, and 

free at the other, under which was the 
floor of the press j above this was a 
windlass used for raiMing the end of the 
heavy timber. At first the timber was 
sufficiently heavy to press out the cider j 
afterwards, weights were added to fin
ish the work. The pomace was gen

erally ground a secoud time, and water 
sometimes hot, pOLlred on, so that the 
laM pressing would be sure to squeeze 
out all the cider. 'Whenever cider was 
made in the mill, lUI'. Negus helped to 
do it, and the boys were not allowed to 
eat apples OJ' drink cider, while he wai':· 
present, for the reason t llat they were 

.....scarct' in those times. -He was muscular in form, quite tall, 
and much stronger than men in g·eneral. 
His chest and shoulders were very broad 
and his hands uncommonly large. He 
used to say very little about his fight with 
thc Indians; but many stories h~we been 
told of his great feats of strength. 

On one occasion, when he was haul
ing timber to build a house, the hired 
man was obliged to dri ve the tt'ain along 
the brow of a hill. There was danger 
of the log's rolling downward and injnr
ing the team; so lVh. Negus took a large 
lever, stepped over on the lower side, 
placed one end on the ground near the 
log, and the other on his shonlder. 
"Drive on," said he to the hired man; 
but t~e log which was 20 feet long and 
large enough to make a stick of tim
ber 8 inches square, instead of going as 
he expected, rolled up on the lever close 
to hib head. He stood firm, meanwhile. 
and straight up like a goose in a show
er, till the rlriver co uld stop the t.eam 
and roll the log back again. '.Did it 
hurt you" inquired the driver? "No," 
said he, "but it pressed my bones pret
ty close togethel·." [See Negus, page 
69.J 

SAMUEL LAUGHTON 

was ill the provincial army that formed 
a part of the British forces in the war 
against the French and Indians . H e 
was in service from 1759 , till the treaty 
of peace in 1763, and served most ot 
the time in the state of N ew York. He 
moved into this town in 1768, and set

- , 
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tIed on the farm where his grand-son rather witty in his sayings, ant! a soeia

now lives,- the nearc.st house being at ble and agreeable citizen. He acquir

that time, one mile distant. He was ed no property, and depended upon ehar

obliged to go three miles to get an axe ity and the labor of his hands for sup 

gl"Ound ; and went to mill in Northfield, port in his declining years. 

Mass. At the tillle of his death in 1814, He was a member of the Congrega

he was 93 years old. His son, .Jaeob tional church , was very eonstaJlt in at 

Laughton, died in this town, Aug. 29, tendance upon the Sabbath, always 


r" 1852, aged 91. watched the ministcr closely, and could 
~IOSES ALVORD, make good criti cisms of the sermons. 

a French and Indian war soldier, died Those persons who rcmember the old 
in 181 6, aged 85 years . Vrhen he was man like to tell the story of his writing 
in service in Franconia, N. H., both tcxts on a post in the meeting-hOllse. 
his fcet were frozen, and amputation He occupied a seat in the gallery at the 
near the instep was Ileces~ary. Ever right of the pulpit and qnite near to the 
aftcrwards his walk was peculiar; and ministl:'r. At the head of his pew was 
from the circumstance that his footsteps a col'lmn which supported that end of 
seemed to imitate thc sound of the voice the gRllery and extended to the upper 
ill speaking the words, Le received the pRrt of the building. vVhenever the 
title of "Four-pf1und-ten." H e was a minister read his text, he was always 
man of medium size and height, very ready with a pin to scratch it down on 
fond of story-telling, and a great hand the "post," and so many times had he 
to carry :he news. A neighbor once done so, that it was all written over 
(old him that the minister, Mr. Beckley, with texts as high as he could reach. 
had a negro workiug for him,- he saw Often when he was in the act of writ 
him chopping wood near the housc, as he ing, the young folks would whisper to 
came along that morning. " Has he," each other saying, "See there! grand
inquired the old mil,ll, and soon afte . he pa Hilliard is treeing th e text!" 

started off, and was gone all day, tell- BENJAMIN GLEASON, 

ing the news that some benevolcnt man a pensioner served in the army 7 years 
in Connecticut had sen.t Mr. Beckley a I H c was bor~ in 1745, lived in this tow~ 
negro , that he had arl"lved, an d some- I many years, and died Oct. 23, 1823, 
body saw him at work .thE-re. When iaged78. Nothing can be ascertained 
he ret~l'ned home that mght, t~e fol~s 'about his long experience in war; but 
told 111m that the story was an Imposl- I we met with one old crentlcman who 
tion, and the next clay, he ag~in , went told us the followin g st~l'Y of his Idlling 
over the route, and eorrected It. an Indian: 

REVOLUTION ARY WAR. The Indians had come down the Con-

JOSEPH HILLIARD, necticut valley , fi'om Canada for the 
one of the early settlers in town, was purpose of destroying the property of 
in the army of the Revolution. H e died the whites and taking them prisoners . 
before the government granted pensions Gleason was an object of their seareh ; 
to the soldiers, except those who were but he was vigilant, anel managecl to es
invalids. H e was 82 years old at the cape into the forest, on the approach of 
time of his death in 1815. the savages. His place of retreat was 

H e was a man of eccentric habits, soon discovered; and with the intention 
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of capturing him alive, an Indian came ing the night. Hanley got information 
towards him looking very good natured, one evening that some Y urkers had 
and for the purpose of deception , pre- come into the neighoorhood to drive off 
tended that he was going to shake hands. the cows; and to frustrate their plan, he 
saying, as he walked along, "Sagah?" took his gun, hastened to the farm of 
"Sagah ?"in English , how are you? how. Ylr. Miller, roused him up, .said that the 
are you? "I'll Sagah you," 8aid Ben, Yorkers were coming to steal the cows, 
and instantly shot him dead. The In- and he must help defend them. Miller 
dians were greatly enraged , on finding thonght he was more alarmed than need '-~ 

their comrade dead; but Gleason was be,- there was no danger of their steal
too cunning for the red men, and was ing the cows. Yes, there was, Le was 
never made their prisoner. sure of it, and he must help, or let his 

JAMES HANLEY, hired ma n. They both refu~ed to go 
an Irishman, and, a long time, resident out and help him; and no choice re
of this town, was in the American ar- rnained. but to let the cows be stolen 
my, during the Revolution. In 1781, Ot· defend them himself. Hanley'SC(·ur
the town authorities deemed it necessa- age was up; he shouldered his musket 
ry to look after his interests and, and marched off to the yard to guard 
"According to an Act of the General them alone. He was not long in wait
Assembly of the State of Vermont made iner , when he heard the Yorkers teariner 

and Provided tor Idle arld Impotent do:'n the fence on the side opposite t~ 
Persons, appointed Lieut. John Wyman. . . 
to be his Overseer and take care of him hIm. Creepmg cautIOusly up the yard, I· 
and his Affects." he suddenly, jumped upon the brush 

This provision was e'lsential to pre- and rails, making a tremendous crash, 
vent his family from coming to want. His fired his gun, and shouted "Surround 
army experience made him a brave sol- them, brave boys! we'll have them! 
dier , but not an industrious and temper- Hurrah, brave boys!" The Yorkers 
ate citizen. He died before the O'overn- fled instantly,- thinking, no doubt,

'" ment granted pensions, and was at the they were greatly outnumLered. Han
time of his death 80 years old. ley remained master of the situation 

Hanley hated tIle "Yorkers" and nev- and guarded the cows till morning. 

er spoke of them in very r espectful terms. .JOHN NEGUS, 
Whenever they caused a ny disturban- a son of William N eg u;;, went into the 
ces in the community, he was always army at the ,,-ge of twenty, and served 
ready with his old musket, to help keep .through the war. He died in 1810, 
the peace. ag..;d 60 years. He often related sto-

In those times, a home guard was ries ofhardship and exposure that were 
appointed to assist the inhabitants, in endured by soldiers of the Revolution. 
any emergency, and protect persons and Many a time had he lain, in a cold win
property. Provision was made for the ter night, on fir-boughs; placed on the 
guard, whenever they should be called snow , and slept sou ndly. 
into the service; and for that purpose, When they were discharged from ser
the town owned two or three cows vice, the government paid no monr:y; 
which were kept for a time, 011 the farm and not being furnished with transpor
af Hosea Miller , and, for sate keeping, iation free, as the soldiers were in the 
were always put into an inclosure dur- late war, they were obliged to "foot 
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it" home and beg their living on the 
way. At one pIal e, where they called 
for food and lodgings, the man told them 
he had nothing but bean-porridge for 
them to eat, if th ey liked that. he cO}lld 
furnish them a supper. "It is just what 
we want" said Negus, "we don't ask for 
anything better." They a te a hearty 
meal, and, before retiring for the night, 
informed their host that they wanted to 
start on their journey before light j "very 
well," said he, "hclp yourselves to the 
porridge again before leaving," which 
they did, and went on their way,feeling 
very grateful for their good entertain

ment. 
WILLIAM CUMMINGS, 

a R evolutionary pensioner, died April 
30, 1838, in the 77th year of hi s age. 
The government at first granted pensions 
only to those who were in poor circum
stances; and Mr. Cummings, being in 
much need of assistence, received aid 
from the government for a considerable 
time before the law granting pens ions 
to all the soldiers, that served in the 
Revolution, was established. 

He was a man of medium height, 
rather slim yet strong and vel-Y athletic. 
At th e age of seventy, he was the cham

pion wrestler in this town, or as an old 
gentleman expressed it , "Noone in 
town could handle him." Of the nu
merous stories that be told, only one, 
that of his narrow escape from being 
taken prisoner, is remembered. 

During a sKirmish · with the British , 
our forces were overpowered and sought 
safety in flight. The enemy were allX
ious to secure all the pri soners they 
could, and followed our soldiers a long 
distance. Cummings, having run until 
he was quite exhausted, supposed that 

him. H e quickly raised his gun, fired, 
and the soldier fell from sight. He nev
er ascertaincd whethel' he was killed or 
only wounded, bllt wa~ sure that he did 
not capture him. 

BENJAMIN ESTABltOOK, 

one of the early settlers, in this town 
and a ~oldier, during the first year of 
the Revolution, moved his family here, 
in the spring of 1778. The summey 
previous , he had spent in clearing up a 
piece of land and building a frame house 
on his new farm, which was situated 
in the central part of the town, about 
one-half mile east of Black Mountain. 
He brought with him, from home, four 
panes of glass which were put into the 

new house for windows to furnish what 
light it was necessary to admit. 

On acconnt of bad roads and swollen 
streams without bridges, it occupied one 

week to perform th e j ourney in moving 
his family and goods from Rutland, 
Mass., to hi s new home in the forest, 
distant 60 miles. 

In a few years he had cleared up sev
eral acre~ of woodland, and reserved a 
large lot for wood and timber. During 
the summer of 1788, his fine w(Jod-lot 
was destroyed by 

THE GREAT HURRICANE. 

When the storm arose , dense black 
clonds rolled up from the north-west j 
the tempest winds roared with fearful 
sounds of gathering power; lightnings 
flashed vividly through the moist a tmos
ph ere j the thuuderdeepening and crash
ing as if it would rend a world j then 
came the violent rain anel the rushing 
hurri calD with one full blast that swept 
whole forests to the ground. No sway
ing of trees, back and forth, but one 
continued rush of the mighty wind pros

he was clear of the enemy j bnt on lOOk-I trated every tree in its range for miles 
ing back, he saw a British soldier up the 'Vest River valley, and along
ciimbing over the wall not far behind the west side of the high range of hills 
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in the ccn tral part of the town. Black 
Moun tain was left bare of its vast for
est of lar ge ~rees. Many cattle were 
killed, buildings unroofed, and one lit-
ti e child lo~t its life. The honse in 
which the parents lived was not consid 
ered safe; Mr. Jones, the father, was 

absent fi'om home; and the mother 
tho light best to take her two children 
and go to some other place for better 
protection. She had not gone far from 
the house, when a tree fell and killed 
one of the children. After the storm 

> • .' • ' 

some one went III seal ch of her husb iwd " 
and lllformed hJln that he had bad news 

mission is in possession of his son, Ben
j amin Estabrook, Jl OW living in this 
town, all d was signed by Thomas Chit
tenden, Govenor of V ermont. 

;He died May 24, 1834 , aged 86 yrs, 
Abigail, his wife, died Aug . 26, 1834. 
aged 82. 

COpy OF EBENEZER BROOKS' DISCHARGE. 
PAPERS - transcr ibed on the town re(; 
ords in 1791. 

"Ticonderoga Oct. 10th. 1776. 

These certify that Ebenezer Brooks, 


soldier in Captain Hind's Company of 

Col. Reed's ']{egiment, is rE'ndered un
fi f' ft' th O C . bt or Uare service IS ampalgn, ' y 
the loss of hi s right eye . and is hereby 

to tell. "vVhat is it," said he, "are all Teccommended for a discharge. 
my family killed?" "Not so bad as 
that," replied the man, "but yOU l' little 
~hild is dead. " 

People were greatly frio'htened dLlr
. I db. 
ll1g t 1e tempest, an many went mto 
the cellars for fear their houses would 
,be blown down. Several men, the next 
day, took their axes and butcher-knives 
.and went over the fields, and killed 

. . . . 
what c[Lttie were hVll1g that were mJur
ed beyond recovery. Mr. Estabrook 
was much surprised athaving his wood
land cleared up so suddenly, and was 
.anxious about his future supply of wood 
and timber. Mr. N egus, a neighbor, 
offered to exchange lots and let hi m 
have an e ual number of acres covered 

. q . . . 
With woods, whICh propOSitIOn was 
gladly accepted. H e lived in town 
many years ; reared a fam ily of six 
children, and all lived to be over fifty 

years old. 

Dlll'ing the year, 1775, he served 8 
months in the army, and was on duty 
near Bostoll, Mass. Hc received no 
pension; for the act, Mar. 18, 1818, 
excluded persons worth over $700 . 

In 1781, he was "elected E nsign of 

TO LT. COL. GILMAN of2dRegL. 
E. GREEN SU 'g'n to 2d Regt." 

In consequence of the above certificate 
and averment th~t the to.ll:plaint of 
Ebenezer Brooks IS not fiCtitIOUS, I do 
r eccommend the said Ebenezer Brooks. 
soldier in Capt. Himl's Company of the 
Regiment under my command j aged 20 
ye~rs, five feet tlQI:cc inches hil?h, light 
hall'~ blue eyes , light com!)leXlOn; be
longmg to the town of l:i ullam (now
D ummerston) as a proper person to be 
discharged from the army of United 
States of America .. 

ISRAEL GILliAN LT. COL . 
Tn the HONORABLE MAJ. GEN . GATES. 

Commander at Ticonderoga. 
Ebenezer Brooks in Capt. Hind' s COIT_
pany Col. ~eecl' s Re~t. is for the reason 
above mentlOlled, dtsclmrgecl from the 
service of the Unitcd 1States ofAmerica. 
Given at Head Q ualt ers the - of Oct. 
1776, by the General's command. 
,TOH N TRGMBVLL Dy. Adjutant General. 

JOEL KNIGHT 

was a private and drummer in the Ver
mont militia; enli sted at the age of 18, 
and was in ser v.ice near Lake Cham
plain. His name was placed Oll the 
pension roll Sept. 21 , 1833, under the 
act of Congress passed J une 7,1832. 

the 4th Co~pany in the 7th R egiment H e died in 1841, aged 79 years. 
of the Militia of this State." The com- I He enlisted in 1780. The follo wing 
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winter, the cold was more intense than I They ROOD afterwards met.[t f.111·mer, 
it had ever before been known to be in ret~rn~g from n:ill with .b~gs of meal. 
this climate, within the memory of the Bemg m a starvmg eondltlDn. they ask
,oldest inhabitant. The winter, to this ed him for food alld he told them they 
.day, bears the distinctive epit.het of the might have all the meltl they could eat. 
H hard winter." The anny in encamp- They builL a tire (If dried stickB, bent 
ruent as far south as Morristown. N. their hats concave, and carried water 
,j .. suffered extremely, and often had -on them to make dough which they bak
"Vashington the prospeet before him of ed on thecoals,-some. meanwhile, eat
being obliged to disband his ~oldiers. iug handfuls of dry meal and wet dough 

In the early .part of the wmter, Mr. so impatient were they to wait till the 
Knigbt with <1 company o()f soldiers bread was baked. 
marched over the &rcen Mountains, Having satisfied their craving hun
from Bennington to some town in south- gel' with tlle farmer's generous treat, 
eastern Vermont. The snow was "knee
.rl~ep" alld the weather fr ...ezillg eold. 
They made slow rrogress, had .scanty 
l'tLtions, and not finding any habitations 
where they could stop and warm them
selves Ol' obtain food , on the journey 
through the forests, their provisiotLs, 
having become exhausted , were soon 
weary and suffering from lmuger and 
cold. Oue man finally gave ·out, refus
eel to go farther, and la'y down to rest 
and sleep on the snow. The !Den rous

they marched on with renewed vigor 
and firm.. r pace. They had escaped 
starvation for a time, had sav~d the life 
of one (;<)mrade in rescuing him from a 
gmve of freezing snow, only to meet 
'\'ith another still more perilous advent
ure, the crossing of \Vest River. The 
river was full of floating anchor· ice i 
the bottom was icy and slippery, and 
lhere was no means of crossing, other, 
than to ford tlle stream. The swift ran
ning water made it a difficult task j but 

ed him up, annimated hiS flagging spir- ' tbe Green Mountain boys, who had 
its, and eoaxed him again to march on braved so many dangers, were not 
in the hopes of soon finding l·elief. "Vith ' stopped by a stream of watet·, not waist 
much difficulty he travelled a few miles deep. Reversing their guns and stick
further through the snow, and then ing the sharp b<J,yonets into the icy bot
.~aid it was ot no use, his strength was tom, as they walked cautiously along, 
gOlle and he must stop. HIs comrades they managed to reach the other side 
were impatient; their urging andimpor- . without accident j but, "after that," 
tunity did no good, and, at last they 
left him behind, to slumber in his lone
1y bed of snow j but a knowledge of his 
impending fate, that his slumber would 
end in the Bleep of death, and feelings 
of regard for their lost companion in 
arms, caused them to return again and 
make him realize his dangerous situa
tion j and this time they used no fla tter
ing words, but cuffed his ears, kicked 
and rolled him about till his temper was 
roused and 11 promise given that he 
would march on with the company. 

16 

said Knight, "we IMd plenty of music 
from our rattling, icy pantaloons, the 
rest of the way, till we reached a house 
in Townshend where we found comfort
able quarters for the night, and a good 
fire by which to dry our <;lothing, and 
the family prepared us a goud supper 
of boiled meat and vegetables such as 
we had not enjoyed for many a day." 

ELIJAH BROWN 

was a private in the Massachusetts con
tinent"lline troops. He served in Capt. 
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James Farnivall's Company, drafted Iwas obliged to caJl on the town for SllP

f('om General 'Varner,s Brigade, as a 
matrosff, a sort of soldier in the artiTle
ry, in the year 1777. His name was 
pIclced on the pension roll, July 16, 
1818, under the act of Congress passed 
Mar. 18, 1818; was dropped from the 
ron ~mderact passed May 1,1820, and 
penslOned ag-,un .under ac_t passed ,June 
7, 1832. He dled Oct. ;), 1846, aged
87 years. 

A little story, ilIuswative of army 
Tife, is stilI remembered. They had 
°been sent oat in advance of' the army, 

among t11e skirmishers, previous to a 
battle. The British soon began firing 
briskly; the bullets fIew t.hick and fast ; 
and the soldiers were ordered to shield 
themselves behin-d roc1,s, stumps, or 
anything that l-lfforded protection. Some 
of the men ,,,ho were over anxions to 
see wllere the "red coats" were conceal
ed, frequently looked out fhm their 
hiding places. Brown thonght that was 
sheel" recklessness. He scolded them 
severely for needlessly exposing their 
lives, and told them what the result 
would be. They heeded his warning 
for a time; but oIle of the men again 
looked over a stump, wheu a bullet 
qllickly pierced his brain, and he roll
ed back OD' the ground, dead. "There," 
said Brown, "I told you, yon would 
get your d--d head shot off." 

JOHN HILL, 

an Englishman, an inhabitant of the 
town nearly 25 years, was a soldier in 
BUTgoyne's army, and was taken pris
OlIer in the battle of Bennington in 
1777. The prisoners, for a while, were 
kept in a ~tockade guarded by soldiers, 
in a town not far south of the battle
field. Hill with 12 others managed to 
escape one night, and was not exch>1.ug 
ed with the rest who were afterwards 
sent to Boston for that purpose. 

Several years before his death, he 

port. Ur.•Johu Miller was selectman 
at the time, and said to him, when ask
ed for assistance, 'Hill. you're a Brit
ish soldier. You iought against this: 
(:OlUl:ry and would now take my heart's: 
1J1ood, if you had a chance to do it. I 
willuotgive you one cent." "Mr. MiJl
er, you are mistaken." replied HilI, with 

I I f r' I 
a OO\; 0 ( Is.a?pol\lt~ent.. '.' never 
entered the B.ntls~l servIce 'VlnHlgly. J 
was pressed mto It, and got away the 
first chance I harT. WOhen I was in Eng

. land, we were at a dance one night 
and on a sudden, the officersYllshed in
to the room and shouted, 'Soldiers, (,r) 

your arms! and flUrried us to the ves
sels. Where weO were going, aud what 
for, I nevel" knew until we landed at 
Quebec. So quickly were we hurried 
off that I left m., girl standing on the 
fioor,- and she may be there now for 
aught I know." Mr. Miner was satis
fied that the man was sincere; and he 
was supported by the town, during the 
remaining years of his life. 

JACOB LAUGHTON, 

born in 1760; enlisted from Concord, 
N . H., as a private and drummer in t.he 
continental 1ine troops, and remained 3 
years in service. His name was placed 
on thc pension roIl, Nov. 24, 1818. He 
lived in this tOWD several years, where 
he has relatives now living. On train
ing days, he was sometimes employed 
as drummer for the occasion, and being 
somewhat deaf, it was necessary that 
the fifer sTlOuld march quite close to him, 
so that "deaf Jake," as he was often 
called, couId hear the tune. (see pages 
58-59) He removed to Oneida COUDty 
N. Y., where he died in 1860, aged 100 
years. 

.JOHN MILLER, 

80n of Isaac Miller, [see page 43J en
listed from ""Vorcester, and was in ser
vice in the State of New.Jersay. About 
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1000 H essians were captured at the bat- ish langmLge. and signed by "The Bar

tle of Trenton, and he was one of the . 0.11 ofCarODdelet, Defender of the Relig

sold iers thai guarded the prisoners , dur- ion of S. Juan, C.oIOllel of tlw Real 

ing the winter of' 1776 '77. Among Armies. Govenor, "lntendetegencral," 

the prisoners was a little drummer boy Vice-Patron of the provinces o f Louis

.auout twelve years of age, whose smil- iana, Floridf1 occidental, and Inspector 

iug t:a.~e . sprightly manner and evident of their troops . 

.appearance of contentment, attracted · l\!hen he \Va.<; r esiding in this town, 

the notice of the soldiers. \Vhen taken hi" brothel', Hosea, built a new barn on 
llrisoner, all the food he had with him, his farm. At the raisi'Jg, it was dis
was a small piece of raw pork in a lit- covered, before the haroe was all up, 
tie bag strapped to his shoulder. All that there would not be rum ellough to 
the restof h~s companions bore sad COUll- go round. P eople drank spirits in those 
tenances, were low spirited and seldom days; even the minister sipped the cup 
engaged in conversation . The soldiers that Bacchus crowned; th.erefore, it was 
asked him why he could be so happy decided, with nLl r eproachful feeling of 
whell a.mong stl"anger;;, and fa.r :away conscience, that Joseph Miller ;should 
from his home. "0," said he, "father go to Putney.a distance of 4 miles, for 
and mother are not far behind,"- mean- more nun. H e was soon on his way 
mg, probably,that they were already on with orders to "whip up the horse and 
their way to this country to make it go quick" Having purchased the liq
their home. uor SAId tested its quality, he sat down 

Mr. Miller married Mary Davenport, quietly te enjoy its efiects and forgot to 
dau. of Charles Davenport, one of tne return home till next day. Of course 
nrst settlers. [see page 35] He died the raising was over and the men 
D ec. 19, 1834, fl.ged 78 years . gone. His brother W1LS ndt pleased with 

.JOSEPH MILLER, sueh management, and told him plainly 
who died in 1814, aged 63, entered the what he thought about his being absent 
army at the beginuing of the Revolution so long. H e bore it patiently for a 
in 1775, and served till the close of the while, but, at length , getting re~tle,qs Ull.

war in 1782. He assisted his fathel', del' the keen reproofs, he ,;poke out 
Isaac Miller, in the survey of roads in sharply, "Do you think a man can go 
this W\Vll. After peace was declared, to Putney and back in a minute ?" 

he returned to Dummerston, where he Another stol'y is told about his pre
made it his home whenever he was out venting on one occasion, Rev. Mr. Far
of employment. He was never mar- rar , th e first settled minister, from get
ded , and spent a large share "f his time ting a flogging. MosesJ oy an old sea cap
in travelling about the country. For a tain, a rough, quick-tempered, savage 
few years, he was out in the Western old fellow, who cursed and swore abont 
territory, now Ohio, surveying land. everything as sailors are notoriously 
H e was in New Orleans, La., in 1792, capable of doing, not a senteuce es 
and received a passport from the Span- caping his lips without being tainted 
ish authorities, which is now in posses- with profanity. was not on friendly terms 
sion of a relative, in this town. It is with Mr. Farrar and did not reverence 
8x12 inches j dated June 19, 1792; his profession, and, because he was 
printed, and part written, in the Span- lame, called him the three-legged min
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ister. He was OIle day goiug to th e Hol
low for a load of boards, and when 
passing Mr. Farrar's house, On his way 
to the mill. he swore terribly at his 
team. He cursed the bad roads, and 
in some way managed to roll out a 
,;tring of frightful oaths all the time he 
was within ~ight of the minister's- resi
dence. 

He revived sufficiently during the fol
lowing night. to crawl away from the 
field of carnage and avoid capture by 
the British and death for de!l'ertion. He
was a resident of thi" to\YTl many years. 
When the pension act was passed by 
Congress, Mal" 18, 1818, he applied for 
a plmsion; but the destruction of the pa

r pers of the 'Val' Office in 1801, and '14, 
Mr. ':arrar resented the insllIt, and Ileft no record of his service. and he 


to punish his aggressor "felled" a tree Ihad no fi'iend that could prove his iden

across the road wbile he was absent at 
the mill. When the captain returned, 
the passage was effectually blocked up. 
Not knowing for a certainty who had 
cut down the tt-ee, he went back to Mil
ler's and made enqniry. He was in
formed that 1111'. Farrar had felled the 
tree, but !lot that it was done intention
ally. 

Joy, full of rage, swore he would 
make Mr. Farrar cut that tree away 
from the road or he would thrash him 
soundly. 

Miller knew the old sea-dog's temper 
and nature too well to allow him the 
management of the affair alone, and so 
said he would take an axe and cut the 
tree away, and that the Captain had 
better no!: have any trouble with the 
minister. 

Joy was so greatly enraged, he could 
not rest easy while Miller was eutting 
the tree, and went straight into the par
sonage, took Mr. Farrar by the collar 
and Jed him out to thE' tree, and, said 
Joy, "I made that infernal three-~egged 
old cuss jump back a.ld forth over that 
log till Joe Miller got it cut off." 

DANIEL LESTER, 

an Englishman, deserted the British 
and, under an assumed name, joined the 
American army. He was in several 
important battles of the Revolution, and 
in one engagement was severely wound
ed and left for dead, on the battle-field. 

thy and enlistment. 

ARAD HOLTON 

was a private in the Vermont militia, 
and received a pension for services ill 
the Revolutionary war. His name was 
inscribed aD the pension roll Aug. 15, 
183&, under act passed J1liIe 7, 1832. 
He died Oct. 8, 1841, aged R9 years. 
He was one of the first settlers in town:. 
In person, he was tall an(l ('ommnnding 
wore a broa(l. hrimmed 1 at , iI', 5 UilllllQl 

a whitE; Ii,.cr, fr';cR, rti.l~r,ir,g <lown to 
his boots and spur!:>, [,I" hair tied back 
in a cue wound with eel-skin, and a tin 
trumpet belted to his side, which he 
sounded loud and long, w hen he travel
Jed through villages and towns, as a far
rier, in this and neighboring states 

Rev. Hosea Beckley and wife once 
visited-the family by invitation of Mrs. 
Holton and were treated hospitably. 
At the supper table, without waiting for 
the c,'ustomary blessing to be asked or 
requesting it done, he took his seat with 
his head cl)vered and persisted to wear 
his low crowned rimmer, his mortified 
wife reminded him of the impropriety, 
but the only answer or relief obtained 
by her was, "Madam, my hat is paid 
for." 

REV. JOSEPH FARRAR, 

son of George Farrar, born in Lincoln, 
Mass., June 30, 1744; graduated at 
Harvard University ,1767. After preach
ing 12 sabbaths In Dublin, N. H., as a 
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candidate for sPttlement; received a calli gard to his wooo, we find Mr. Farrar 
from Stowe, Oct. 17, 1771 ; was ordain- to be mistaken, as there is no record to 
ed pastor of the ConoTeO"ational church be found setting fo~th any length of 

" b • wood whatever. WIth regard to the0 

June 10, 1770, the same day on whIch second complaint, Mr. Farrar declined 
the church was organized. His useful- calling the names of any persons that 
ness became impaired by disease, and asked more for any articles than was 
still more by morbid fancies in which he agreed for in the settlement. With re
. dId d h d' t' r t'lD u ge an so muc . Issa ISlac lOn
'. . 

arose that a councIl was called to Illves
tigate the matter. The c'luncil advis
ed that he should be suspended from the 
ministry for 6 months, and that, if his 

health was not then restored, he should 
ask a dismissioll. He was dismissed 
June 7, 1776, and became a Chaplain 
in the Revolutionary army. "(P. H. "V. 
in the Vermont Record.)" 

TOWN MEETING ABOUT THE MINISTER. 

At a town meeting legallY' warned 
and held Dec. 10, 1783, the town took 
into considemtion the request of Mr. 
Farrar relative to his being dismissed 
from his pastoral I'elation to the church 
and congregation alld 

"voted to dismiss the second article 
in the notification, which was to see if 
the town would give the Rev, Mr. Far
rar a dismission or give him liberty to 
be abseJlt two or three months for the 
recovery of his health." 

V oted to choose a committee to hold 
a conference with lUr. Farrar and make 
a report at the annualmeetillg in March 
next. Accordingly chose Deacon Amos 
Rice, Deacr,n Nathaniel Holmes, and 
Alexander Kathan, Esq. for said com
mittee." 

"Mar. 15, 1784. A true copy of the 
report of the c·)mmittee chosen in Dec. 
1783, to confer witb the Rev. lIir. Far
rar relative to his uneasines~. 'Ve, 
your committee appointed to hold a con
ference with the Rev. JHr. Farrar, on 
his letter dated November 26, 1783. 
and on his supplement to said letter da
ted Dec. 9, 1783, beg leave to report 
that on the 12th of December did begin 
said conference; and from time to time 
have discoursed with him, aml received 
the following an~wers. First with re

gard to the complaint of his beinbO" dis..
tracted, he says he was Il1formed of It 
by two persons whose names he men
tionec1, viz.,: Lieut. Dauiel Gates and 
Mr. Lemuel Davenport. They inform
ed him the people had gOt such a notion; 
and with regard to the cruelty or bar
b 't h' ffi' ted 'th 1 . an y e lS a IC WI, orcomp allls 
of, he lays to the charge of the female 
sex, that they gave him Spanish flies 
and love powder, with other things rtot 
by him mentioned, which he says is 
the main cause of his asking -a di~mis
sion; and with regard to the scanty 
measure, he says that he received some 
grain of one or two persons, that was 
so damp that when it was dried, it fell 
short four quarts in one bushel and a 
half; and further, the Rev. Mr. Farrar 
still insists on being dismissed." 

AMOS RICE FOR COMMITTEE. 

Mr. Farrar was dismissed May ]2, 
1784, and for nearly 30 years after leav
ing this town, nothing is known of him. 
[see Church History, page 85. ] He 
was It faithful minister, and a man of 
more than ordinary ability, but eccen
tric to a degree sometimes bordering up
Oil absol ute insanity. He was almost 
the only minister in the State who was 
known to be a Democrat of the old 
sehuul. " 

LIEUT.•TOHN WBIAN. 

(See biographical sketch page 54.) In 
1772, was a citizen of Boston, when an 
important measure was adopted by an 
assembly of its inhabitants to appoint 
committees of correspondence and inqui· 
ry for the purpose of ascertaining the 
sentiments and confidential opinions of 
prominent persons living in other parts 
of thc country, on all affairs of mutual 
interest. During these movements, a 

.. 

125 



126 VERMONT Hli::)TORlCAL MAGAZINE. 

plan was devised by the British Parlia
ment to introduce tea into the colonies; 
but the Americans would not pay the 
small duty upon it, of only three penee. 

Several cargoes of tea arrived at Bos
ton. The captain of a vesscl was de
spatclled to the Govenor to request a 
passport, but he l'efused to grant it and 
a secret piau was formed to destroy the 
tea. Three different parties, Lieut. John 
Wymen being one of the men, sallied 
out, in the costume of Mohawk Indians , 
precipitately made their way to th e 
wharves , and without noise and with
out tumult, the tea was taken from the 
l'essels by the conspirators, and speed
ily emptied into the sea as an offering 
to the watery god , 

H e waf' in the engagement at Bunker 
Hill , Jnne 17, 1775 , where 3000 Brit· 

.. ish under the coml11a,nd of General Howe 
were twice repulsed by thc Americans ; 
till their ammunition failed, and on th e 
third charge of the British, they were 
Dbliged to retire. Having served as a 
private in the early part of the war, he 
was soon afterwards promoted Lieuten
ant, for meritorious conduct in several 
battles, and was in service with the 
Rhode Island troops, during the last 
part Qf the Revolution. 

When living in this town, during the 
tt'oublesome times with the' 'Yorkers," 
he was very active in maintaining the 
rights Df inhabitants to claims of land 
purchased from the Govenor of New 
Hampshire. The government of N ew 
York declared the titles ofthe land-grants 
good for nothing, and required the oc
cupants to pure:hase the lands a second 
time. Many refused to do this; their 
lands were sold to other persons; 
and the holders were sued and order
ed to leave. They would not do it; 
and roughly handled the sheriffs and 
others, who attempted to force them 
away. The people at length became so 

enraged that they wOlild tlot allow any 
person who sympathi zed with the York
ers to remain at libcrty, but Clrrested all 
such persons and put them injail at "Vest
minster. Coloncl Chureh, who lived 
in the edge of Brattleboro on the vVest 
river road was a "Yorker" in politi ca l 
stmtiment , Hnd to punish him for entel'
taining such provoeative opinions, the 
"committee of safety" wel'e determined 
to " jug him," Lieut, Wyman and 
Charles D avenport, were the leaders of 
the party that proceeded to . he house of 
the Colonel for the purpcse of takiIlg 
him prisoner. On their arrival, vVy
ma n knocked loudly for admittance j 

but no line a,nswered the call, and the 
door was found to be securely fastened. 
H e shook, pounded and kicked at the 
door making a tremendous noise, when 
it opened sudden ly and a dish of hot 
porridge was tbrown into his face, This 
unexpected calamity did not hinder the 
pl'Oceedings,- the men rushed in and 
searched the house thorougbly but could 
find nothing of the Colouel inside the 
building. Mr. Davenport in the mean 
time had searched the barn and sheds; 
but not finding him there; looked around 
the outside of the house. H e soon 
found a small opening through the un
derpinning and crawled in to reconnoi
tre the gTound~. It wa& a difficult pas
sage ; but he pushed on through the 
gloomy labyrinth of cobwebs till a t last 
he spied the Colonel snugly tucked away 
in the remotest corner. Fearing he 
might have a gun with him, he venture
ed no farther, but crawled back, went 
"into the house and, going directly over 
the place, he jumped violently on the 
floor, "There!" said he, "the Colonel 
is right under here." All rushed to the 
hole, and Davenport again crawled 
through, and crept cautiously towards 
him till he was satisfied he had no gun 
then venturing quit~ neal' said, "Come. 
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Ool'Onel Ohm'ch, come out, come
come out" He was finally perslladed , 
and came out. The party imme
diately started with him towards 
Westminster. Just as they were 
going on t of sight, the Oolonel's 
boys, who were hid behind the hill, 
fired a partillg shot into the com
pany; but no one was injured, and 
the Oolonel was safely lodge in jail. 

JOSHUA WILDER 

was employed by a Oommissary in 
the Revolutionary war, volunteered, 
with several laborers in the depart
ment, to perform guard duty and 
relieve a company of soldiers, who 
has been detached for that purpose, 
bnt whose se rvice was then much 
needed in the army. He performed 
the duty 3 years, and for that ser
vice the government granted him a 
pension in 1833. Mr. Wilder moved 
into town in 1795, bringing with him 
a family of 9 children. He occupied 
a house, or rather a frame with dne 
room loosely boarded up, th e cracks 
left between the boards being "wide 
enough to stick your fingers through; 
and the cellar contained millions of 
fleas." The room was soon made 
comfortable and in a few days, a 
new comer increased the family of 
children one. 

In the summer of 1848, Mr. Wil
der, being then in his 87th year, 
concluded to have a family "mow
ing bee." On the day appointed, 
all things being in readiness, they 
commenced mowing in the following 
order: Father, son, grandson, and 
great grandson; namely, Joshua 
Wilder, Dan Wild er, Leroy Wilder, 
and Wallace Wilder; four genera
tions; and there was a boy for the 
5th generation. not present, large

• 

enongh to spread the swaths. One 
of the s)Jectators remarked, that thQ 
old man stood up the straightest of 
the lot. Only a fort-nigh t before his 
death, h e was strong eJlongh to 
spring from the ground into a ~ac1dlc 
on the back of a horse, and rude 
several miles. He died Mar. 4, 
1849, aged 89 years 10 months. 

JoSIAH DODGE 

was a private in the 13th Regiment 
of infall try, and died in the se rvice 
Feb. 9, 1815. His heirs obtained a 
pemilJn llJ1del' act of Oongress, 
passed April 16, 1816. 

REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONERS, 

belonging to this town, on the pen
sion list under act passed Mar. 14, 
1818 : 

Joshua Bemis; John BUl'llham, 
died Dec. :25, 1829, aged 81 ; Elijah 
Gibbs, died 1838, aged 90; Seth 
Hudson, died Nov. 28, 1828, aged 
76 ; Josiah Kellogg, Elkanah PreD 
tice. 

ISClftc 'l'ay lor, transferred from 
Warren 00. N. Y., Mar. 4, 18;e3; 
died Feb. 27. 1828, aged 77. 

Names inscribed under act, Jnne 
7, 1832. 

Nathan Adams, died June 5, 1835, 
Blijah Buck; David Bennett; J 0

seph Bemis, died August 16, 1837, 
aged7!) ; James Ohase; John Goold; 
Asa Dutton, died Feb. 11, 1836, 
aged 76 ; Jonathan Huntly; Benja
min Pierce; Oalvin Mann, pen
siolJ ed first under act, March 18, 
1817, relinquished for benefit of act 
J nne 7, 1832; Joseph Gilbert and 
Stewart Black were pensioners, but 
were not paid at the agency in Bur
lington. 

DANIEL KATHAN, 

one of the first settlers, was ap
poin ted "First Lieu tenan t of Oap
tain Allen's Oompany of Militia in 
the Oounty of Oumberland, in the 
Regiment whereof Eleazer Patterson. 
Esq., is Oolonel." His commission 
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was dated Aug. 18, 1778, and si~9-ed 
by Geo. Clinton, Governor of .New 
York. It is now in possession of 
Joel Knight of this town. It is val
ul1ble as a curiolls and anciellt docu
ment. 

THE SOARE. 

[Anothel' version of the .old story, page 
115, or another alarm.] 

Soon <lfter the close of the Revo
lutionary war, some men were sur
veying land Ileal' Li eut. Spaulding's 

the Indian war-whoop contrary to 
the laws of those times. 'I.'bis news 
rE'lieved the It-aI'S of th e inhabitants, 
and the little warlike company dis
banded their forces and returned to 
the peaceful occupation of farming 
again. 

A REVOLUTIONARY RELIC. 

We have seen an old "Gin-Case" 
that was once the property of an 
officer who was one of the number 
on board the vessel from which the 

. house, one day, a?ou t noon, IV hen Itea was thrown in to Boston harbor 
they heard the IndHl,n war-whoop on 
the distant hills in a northwesterly 
direction and sLlpposed that h :dians 
were approaching. The neighbors 
of Lt. 8panlding also heard the 
alarllling ~ound and hastened to his 
house EoI' consultation in l'E'gard to 
llJaking preparations for defence. As. 
he ha,d served in the French and In
dian war, his neighbors thought best 
to choose him to reconnoiter tIle 
situation, and ascertain, if possible, 
the number and whereabouts of the 
enemy. He was soon equipped and 
mOllnted on the old black horse, 
which he rode in the Revolution, 
h:tstened 011 his mission. 

During his absence, the people 
were so much u,)armed that all the 
men, women, and ch ildren too k re
fuge in a log bnilding, suited in some 
respects for a place of defence, and 

'. ., 
III 1773. It was taken fl.om the 
vessel by one of the party of Amer
ieans who, dressed in the costume 
of Mohawk Indians, wen t 011 board 
and destroyed the tea. The gin
case and its cOlitellLc became the 
heir-loom of It Massachusetts family 
of weal th, and wus handed down 
from its original POssE'ssor to son 
and grandson who died in Westfield 
of that state. a few years ago. and 
at his decease it becam e the propel'
ty of a perr-:on who now resides in 
Dummerston. In form and size it 
is like :t small trunk. Only for the 
name" gin-case," we should call it 
a trnnk. Everything about it indi
cates the age of a century. The reel 
velvet linil.lg is much faded. Th e 
lock is not like any of American 
manufactnre, Th e inside of th<) 

located ill the valley east of Spauld- : gin-case bas se,'eral partitions each 
ing's house. Provisions, clothing, Iholding a square comered bottle 
hOl1sehold utensils, valuables and striped with gilt. The bottles con
keepsakes, which the children could Itain several kinds of liquor affirmed 
well carry, were removed to the eX- I to be tIle same that was in tbem 
temporized fort; Pewter plates and when the case was taken from the 
basins were brought to be run into I~ritish ve~ sel in 1773. Tbere were 
bullets. Those persons, who had no III the case two glass goblets 'and a 
guns, were armed with clubs and Ilittle taste r-glass that was made in 
stones, and all was, in readiness for th e style of a hundred years ago. 
the emergency. One of onr friends has a similar 

Just at sundown, a gun and two glass-goblet that has been in the 
pistol shots were heard at Spauld- family service more than a hundred 
ing's house, a signal of his safe re- years. We were informed that 
turn. No trace of Indians was found. $500 was once offered for this old 
It was ascertained that, probably, gin-case, and refused. Th e people 
some hunters in the vicinity had have not been as careful to preserve 
given the false alarm and sounded old relics as it is now wiRhed. 
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N .\JOll CHARLE$ DAN A NILLEH 

OF N EW A BK OHIO, 

C apt, Isaac Miller , the fiftl l SOil ofLue 
18aa(: Miller who ,settled in Dum,l11ers
ton ; after he had moved to the \Vest , 

1" '11 t 18 1",;ancI abOll t tJIe years , <> • 0 . v, 
, ..,.. 

·wn·te a hIstory of IllS fa ther s ta.!July , 
.:giving a cleta.iled aecount of th e lives of 
.caeh member of.' the famil y . The £01
lowiu a bistol'Y ofl saae Miller who set-
I cI . <:> D t ' t k' b t ' . 

t e 111 ummel'S on , IS a en ~el' a W l 

from the olcl man'lseript, wnttcl.l by 
. ' 

Capt. Isa.ac JYhllel', ,fl.', . .' 
"A copy of t.he record of lsa.ac 11111

l er , who di.ed in Dmrunerston in Ver'
m ont June 18, A. D. 1787, a ged 7.9 
years, 5 months and 1.'3 clays, and hlS 
wife . Sa rah, who di ed Oct. 11, 1797, 
aged , 97 year.", 9 m on th s an (1 11 da y.s. 

Few parents have a greater oifsprirlg . 
They had 12 children; a ll lived to have 
families: ten of th em not sma ll families. 

Th' b h" I . t V{'l 
IS }' lS son, saae, now kl .. I 

link , Erie County, N ew York,August, 
18th.-( Anotller da te on the manu
s cript is lVl.ay 24, J81 ,i .) 

Isaac Miller was born on Saturday , 
May, 7th, 1708, at C<Hlcol'd in ;Vfassa
.eilllsetts and di ed in DUllllll l) rstolJ in 
V erm ont ,Tune. 18th. 1787: wh ere he 
],ad ml,ved with his {-amily in 1770, 
.at the time of the massacre in Boston. 

, 
No woman ean boast ot a more Inv

jng and tender husband than Illy mot.her 
,:~,m ; m;d no children of. It 11101'e affeet
lOn a te tather than can IllS. 

His grandfa ther came ti'om Scotlan(1 
and was a baker in Charles ton neal' 
Boston whel:e he lived and died. JUy 
mother was born in 'VOJ:cester, Mass 
a chusetts, was daughter of Joseph Cros 
by of vVorcester . They were marri ed 
.July 12, 1739 . She was bom May 5th, 
171 9, [ I'Ve omit date of Mrs , Miller's 
death , 2clly , here.-Ecl. ] 

17 

I.:ihe Jived Hll ,l died a Pres bvterian ,IA Letter hOURe wife aud a more perser,,
I iug mother, children clon't otten haye tc 
educate them, They had to wade thnHlgh 
ILl! troubles that ~Itr elld giving' a g'ooe! 
educatiou to SD large a fa.mily tUlder 
Kin o']Y G o Ve rlllll cnt. N o twithst~UJdi II!!' 
t.he/accompli shed it to a cOD sid('ra bl~ 
deg ree . 

N ei t.her my F~lth e, nor my Mother 
did HOt gi"e ove,' t li e care they had ,so 
lona eudm'ed iu Lringing' up the family

0 , ~ ~ " , 

that was COllU111tted to thor ellarge, Lut 
extended i t to their granddliklren. I n
d8e(l , ther e was IJothing thILt put an end 
to the-.ir usefulness to those that came 
.after thenl but death; ancl i f t.he.)' bad 
follDwe(1 their co unsels it w()uld haH~ 
been m uclJ better [OJ' tJlem. 


. 

For nly .o wn part I must .say tha t the 

. greatest part of the ev ils th~tt ever Lefell 
m e came fl'omclisobediaoee to them, and 
l~aves the most la.sting r epentance j but 
the ,poignan t guilt says they a re gone.. 
and iL is not in m y power ! l Ql.oV to hum
ble myself before them and as I would 
give mIlch for an opportunity to clo. 
Dnt I was choleric and addicted to 
pleasure an d disobedience . 

It is my oppiuion had my F a ther been 
brought up where there ha'Cl been Quak
",),S he would have been 011 e of that 

denomination. 
His neighborly conduct among his 

accqua intan ce aur1 alwayo; enjoin ing it 
OB his children , alw-ays t.o do as they 
would he done to. He was always un
willing' tD Hekn owledge .a:uy, as his ~u
p.:: riol' by any fl a ttc1'y or bows, "'lllc], 
a lways to him appe~lTed unnecessary, 
H e was scrupulous in t~king away the 
life of a ny creat.ure to SlIPPOt't ollr OWN 
life . He was a great friend to R epub
li can o'overnmellt and in this aift 'ered 
from the Quakers .' H e was willing bis 
sons should be soldiers and officers in 

1 
th e Revolutiona ry war tha t seperated 
Ameri ca from Great Bl'it~tin; and ever 
was as lOll 0' as he retained his reason a 
go; d Hepublieall and friend to his coun
try, and was g rea tly beloved therefor by 
his acquaint.allce, and had the satisfae
ti on to know that all hi.s sons in tha t 
pa rticular were obedient to it punetillio. 
H is a ge Jessened his usefulness in that 
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war but we all supposed that our pros- I Americans of'. His pl'operty all to a. 
perity in th8>t war lengthened his days. 

H e lost an irrtel-est in \Vorcester by 
acThcriug' strictly to his political princi
lYles but reo-ailled a <rood one in Dum
mer~ton, not only for"'himself but for all 
his sons, which be lived to enjoy many 
years, and. many of tl,;e i,;l1abitants have 
to tlrladnk hmt for·btl,e,r mtel-est, as hIe 
sette t llat town y a contract lle lUac e 
with the proprietors thereof', in which 
it was agreed that he shoilld build a 
meeting-house, settle a Minister and 
bring 50. scttlers and continlle the settle· 
ment for 50DO acres, wl:ich he per
formed ;. but soon after hiS death tl,e 
settlers beQ<trr quarrelinO" which lasts to 

" bthis day and ha,s been the means of rc
rftlCing many of them to poverty. And 
what. is s tran~'er than all the rest is that 
uotwlthst.arrdmg all the care he took not 

• r ' 
to have any tha t were fnencIly to h.mgly 
or BI-itish Government as settlers; at 
this day more than one half of the town 
are in the interests of Great Blitain. 

In 176&, when I wa» 11 years old, 
Fathel' was rurned by the Tories in 
Worcester', Mass., and some in New 
Hampshire in lfu'tnner following. H e 
and others got a grant of the town of 
Walpole in New Hampshire for 1440 
Dollars. Certain cluties were to be per
formed in three years after the circum
stances if the then French war would 
permit. 

The same town was petitioned for by 
Gen. Bellows's Father who represent 
ed it to that General Court that the 
conditions of the former charter was 
rtot compl.' ed with according to the ten
or thereof, prayed that it might be re
granted to him: and the Gen. court oC 
that then Province being much in favor 
of Kingly Governmeilt and hearing of 
the political principles of my Father 
were opposite, and they willing to get 
another fee of 1440 DollOl's, gave it to 
Bellows;. which circmnstance of wick
edness and fraud with many others, I 
have to' accuse thtl British government 
with; and hope that all the prosterity 
of Father will fight them both by sea 
and lanel till they have obtained a com
pensation for that fine town and all the 
other property they have robbed the 

tl'iRe was sold at vendue ; and I with: 
most of t.h~ fancily that were able to' 
earn Oll!" hvmg were put to such. places. 
where we could be well dealt with and 
educated." 

It will be seen by the above· that my 
:iuthority, for the statemen t that Isaac 
Millel" owned and lost an interest in the 

. , '. .. . 
town of Walpole, N. H., 111 the oTlglllaI ........ 
manuscrilYt (which I have· seen tWQ 

c:>ppied) 'Hitter:;: by his son Capt. I saac 
Millel- aboUL t.lle time of the war of 
1812. Capt. Isaac Miller would cer

. . . . 
tamly know of the finallclaI =sfortunes 
of his father as he stateS' that he was 
then 11 years old and he with others of' 
the family had tc be put out to service 

. t tl' . I t f h'OWlno- o· le' Impoverls Huen 0 IS'· 
b .• 

Father. It certalllly chdoot refer to the 
trouble in thc title of the Dummerston 
lands, for that occurred years afterward. (Capt. I saac Miller does not state that 
the grant of Walpole was mflde in 1763, 
but that was the date the· court decided 
again:3t his Father's claim. It may 
have been: granted as early a.s 1753, as 
it was then the French war cO=lenced, 
and the settlement was contingent UpOD! 
circumstances connected with said war. 
The war lasted llDtil about 1763 . I do 
not know the authority, in the history 
of \Valpole, on whi.ch i.s based the state
ment that John Kilburn purchased the 
township and was a settler there in 
1749, but it seems to conflict with strong' 
evid ence from other sources; and yet, 
he might have beer, a settler there in 
1749, but not a purchaser lmtil later;: 
and he may have been a joint partner 
'with Miller, as Miller says that" be 
and others were granted, etc." • This 
last suggestion may account for the trou
ble with Bellows as both sides spoke of 
a contention with Bellows. 

As that part of the history written by 
Capt. Isaac Miller which part aims to 
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those of the family who resided at Dum- went to Dummerston with his Fat-h e.!' 
merston properly oeloJJgs to .a history of ill li7D. He went to sea again i"ll1773, 
the town I will give you extracts from Ifor his health, mId continued ill that life 
the manuscript. He staks that Iuutil j 775. 

C.APT. VESPASLAN MILLlm, 

the oldest sO.n , went into the French wm' 

in 1759, and aJLenvard" became master 
.of a, l,lesse\llt Boston and followed the 
sea unlil 17Tfl, wllen he eame to Dllm
merston. His Father ,gave him 100 
acres of lal1d and in 1778, he moved his 
family upon it. H e ,lied in Dummers
ton, July 6, 181:2. [See page 50.J 

HOSRA, the seeond son, 'Wa.':; given by 
:his Father the best lot ill Dummerston, 
where he iive{l Ulltil h e died ',May 7, 
179.6. H e had collected the most prop
·erty during: h i.s life of any of the settlers. 

The Revolution at this time was ,break
ing out .over the land and Joseph joilled 
the Patriot forces and continued through 
until the end Df the war. He won the 
eonfidence of Gen, Washington Hna. 
with it the ra:nk ()f l1rigade Major, 
Soon after the dose of the war, he went 
OD a whaling voyage to South America. 
In 17DD, he weut V:J Ohio and took land 
near Marietta, but gave it up and re
turned to Dumerston in 1794. He went 
to Ncw York Sw,te a few years after 
where be remained unti.l he died at, 

Genoa, Sept.. 26, 1814. 
CAPT. I SAAC :MILLER, 

TILLOTSON, the third son, did not the 'fi.fth son says of himself, among 
.come to Dummers:oll until about 1779, tl . th' o'S' 

• • • 0 , leI mo' 
at winch tune there was a meetll1g,held "In the same year 1767 in Sept. I 
by the brothers, at the request of the went to Dummersto11 , now in Vermont, 
Father, to nominate one of their num-' by Father's order, w herB I saw and 
bel' to take care of the -old people dur- went through 'Several scenes that were 
ing their declinino. days. Tillotson was of consequence to .none but myself." 

'" . . "Father met wIth many troubles and 
selected, an~ Hosea. ,vent hIS secu!'lty, disappoint.ments in getting the town of 
.but hecarned out IllS trust so badly that Dummerston settled with such settlers, 
the brothers deposed him a.l1d placed the 
.youngest, l 'Villiam, in charge about the 

ear 1785. He left Dummerston .soon 
Y . 
.after .thu: and never returne? to stay. 
He dIed m New York State lD 18G4. 

PATIENCE, 	the thir.cJ. daughter, came 
. l ' 1 

to Dummerston WIth her tat 1er, and . ., 
'Soon after marl'led Dr. 1 homas Ams
{len, of Petersham, 1Ylass. by whom she 
had 13 chiklren, (another record say.s 
twelve) She lived out of the t.oWl1, 
I " . d .' <Y l:J • J b d' }'r. . b t 
•.10" eve!, Ullll.b er lUS an s 1 e , u 
a bout the yeal' 1814, she was living at 
DUll1mel:stoll with her da;llghter, Patty. 
She clied Jan. 22, 1822,at Chesterfield. 

J OSEPH , the fourth son, went to sea 
with his brother Vespasian in 1764 , 
when he was only 13 years old. He 

and on. such conditions as werB stipu
~~ted ~e~w een hi~n a,lld the propl·ieto~·s." 

In 1169 I contmued the.re nearly eight
months and part of the time alone, and 
suffered mueh many 'ways; hard labor, 
hunger, some sickness, gnats, mosqui
toes and fleas ill abundance ." "I finally 
left the place 	 iII N ()v.. mlleh .against 
n I ' '11 b 1 1 II III' at leT S WI , ut as we lac so ( a we 
could, 1 w;,s so desirous to get to \Vor
cester aDd eat apples and milk, and 
drink cider, it was impossible to keep 
)~e lonper; and in March 1770. ~t tl~e 
tIme of the massaere by the Bntlsh 10 
Boston we moved to Dummel·ston." "I 
underwent mueh in that journey, and 
had it been undertaken by persons less 
pl'rsevering than brot11er Joseph and I 
were, we shuuld have failed at last; 
bnt having the assistance of brothers 
N "gus and l¥heeler (after we arrived 
at Petersham) we got through." 
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" The summer that fullQwed was a I Capt. I saac Miller left DummerstQn 
~evere QDe to' m.e as well as the rest Qt )' fo!' the west in 1795 ; first gQing to' N ew 
the fanily ." "I I.liad to wQrk for Daniel Y Qrk State , then to Ashtabula CQunty 
Kathern where I fat-ed hard and work- OhiO' , where he died Feb. 14th, 18 26. 
,"d bard rbut bIessed be GQd ! I had my 
bealth and ill the fall I went to Peters-
ham. " 

" In 1771 , r retmued in March to 
DUmmerstQn where brQther JQseph a,nel 
I made a large ql1<w tity of sugar ." 

" It was this veal' tha t the ti tle of 
0111' land was lik,e to fa ll thrQugh 0'1' be
CI)me void." "It ~was firstly purchased 
of the Indians by Massachusetts; sold 
by them. at. vendue to the then proprie
tor , 0 1' their ancestor; gnwted to them 
(by their prayer) by New H ampshire ; 
and now was ceded by the King's Proc
lamation to New York ; and they 
g-ranterl it to Willard, Ka thern and 
others, arrd they unwilling the occupants 
should have any ; as they knew they 
were un willing as well as unable to pay 
the exorbitant price they dema nded " 
" Many persons quit that had done bllt 

EttIe lab Qr." 

Capt. Isaac Miller left Dummerston 
in 1772 for Massachusetts . 
H e had considerable military knowledge 
and kept a military schQol jllSt before 
the ~war. In April 1775 , he went into 
the army at Cambridge . In May , 
he returneil home and married L ucretia 
Knapp. After settling his prQperty 
affairs he returned to the army and 
joined his command the day after BWlker 
Hill battle. 

On the 9th of Novem ber , he was in 
the Leachmore's Point battle where he 
received a wQund which was considered 
;olight at the time, but in after life crip
pled him very m uch. 

At the end of the campaign Qf 1775, 
and in Oct. 1776, he moved his wife to' 
DummerstQn , where he had purchased 
a farm with the proceeds of the sale of 
one in Massachusetts. At one time he 
was one of the proprietors and clerk of 
@, grant of the T Qwnship of J amiaca, Vt. 

.l\iAHSHALL, the sixth.sQn, wa,s born in 
'Worcester, 1\1ass., Sept. 20,1754, (Qne 
recQrd says Sept. 4th.) H e also came 
to D mnmerstonin1770 , with his F ather . 
H e waS ill' thc war in 1775, and in a 
few years after married nIrs, Abigial 
Boyden . They acquired a large prop-
erty and gave two of theil" sons a lib
end educatiQn. 

THE HISTORY OF THE ,\fILLER FA MILY 

F.ESUlIiED BY ~lR .MANS FIELD. 

EPI T A PH 
At Dummerston. 

.. H ere !-ies the remal:ns of 

jWarsharl jJliller, 

The H u.sband , 'I?w Parent, if. 

The F ?'iend. 

He exen;isecl vil,tues , ,in this age, 

s1~tficient to hcwe clisting11ished him 

in the b e,Jt . 

Kind if. tende?' by Ncd1,re, 

Inaustri01),S by Habit, 

Professing Religion ; 

H e clepcwtecl thl;S rife, J111lf: 

10th. 1807. 

Aged 53 years. 

H e died at Saratoga in the 

S tate of N . Y o1'1c. 

H£s death was occas1;oned by fwnping 

from a W indow in the 5th. story of c& 

H01ise which wad on ,fire." 

JIAJOR W ILLIAM nIILLER. 

,Vas the yQungest Qf 12 children. His 
father, I saac Miller , was Qne of the first 
settlers in Dummerston ; and from his 
prudcn t depor tment in life, obtained the 
confidence of a ll who knew him. H e 
was a very worthy and respectable citi
zen ; a man of ability, probity and Hin 

... 

'....... 
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eerity, by which hc Leeame in troduced poil~Hncn:. .He w~;; then cllO~ell First 

to public characters, anll frequ ently pro- Major of saId regIment; w[neh office 

moted to places of puLlie trust. H e I hc accepted and held WiLh hOllor during 

was for a long season an agent for the . his life. He died Apr. 16, 1802, in the 

original propTietors of t.he town of DUIl1- ' 41 st year of Jlis age . 

merston, and as SL!ch conducted himsclf lIIS FCNERAL. 


with promptitude and tidelitv. After . . . " f 
IllS aO'e had ren(lered han mcal)able 0 

" . .. . 
Pcrfornung publIC serVlCCS, he retIred to . . 
more pnvate concel'lls. At IClJ gLh hIS .. . . . 
boddy lllfinmty lllcreasell to that degree, 
that he was utterly unaLle to attcnd to 
the ordinary concel'llS of life, aud he 
finally surrcndcl'ed them together with 
iL considerable estate, to his SOll, the 
l\iajor, with whom he lived. and by 
whom he was kindly supported t.hrough 
the residue of his llays. T'~arly in life, 
removing into this new eountry, i\Iajor 
Miller, by the fiLtigues anll harrlships 
incident to ne",\' settlers, contracted hau
its of prudence, frugality, sohriety, alld 
courage; And ill, the late unhappy C011

test, for liber ty and inrlependence, be
tween the U nitcd States amI Great 
Britain, in w hieh tlH) State of Vermont, 
from its exposed situation, was obliged 
to take a vigorous and conspicnous part, 
the lYlajor while very young voluntarily 
engRged in seyeral expeditions to the 
northward and westward, always ex 
pressing and manifesting the most nn
daunted courage anel unbonn(led zeal in 
the service of his e01mtry. Being early 
educated in the axt of war, he becamc 
prepared to disc::arge, with aeeuraey 
and fidelity, the duties Lelonging to the 
several offices to which he has since 
been promoted and intrnsted. At the 
age of 27, he was chosen and com mis
sioned a subaltern in a company of light 
infantry, which office he held with dis
tinguished rcputation for several years. 
From his military conduct while a sub
alterll, he attracte(l the attention of those 
whowereacquainted with militaryoper
ations and warlike impl' l)Vements. He 
was electe? captain of t!le, th ird company 
of the reglmellL to wilieh he belongeel; 

'fl l~ . r 1 t tl IJe roceSSlOn IOrme( a. ' Je lOuse
f 1\.. I u ' ll I tl I0 

0 I ll'. ,"'y I'anus l lll er II' Jere Ie IOn
d '. I lb' I ore remalIlS ut( eell prevIOUS y, C3.r

. 1 t" I tl d t tlnee ;- rom II' lencc . ICY move 0 Ie 
meetiljO'.house ill the followino' order: 

b 0 

Colonel Banister on horseback,-
Maj. ,[ ay ftncl Col. Boyden on foot, 
Ca.pt. Leavitt wit.h his troops of horse, 

Cal'l'iers,-Hearse,-.i\1ourners, 
Military Officer~ of the First Regiment, 
Civil OHicers, N on-eommissionell Offi
cers. Capt. Kuight's alld Capt. Shaw's 
companies, - spectators . 

IVhen they arrived at the meeting
house, the Colonel, alighting, was re
ceived Ly the Rev. H. Taylor of New
fane, who after the large procession 
had taken their seats, in trodllced the fu
neral worship. The texL was Ps. 15,5. 

The services concluded by a funeral 
anthem, suited to the occasion. The 
procession ,then moyed in regular order 
li'om the meeting-house to the grave, 
where the Last Remains of the n.:;ble 
.iYI"jor, w affable and beneyolent in life 
were intcrred with suitable religious and 
military ceremonial; when the whole 
proces~ion retired in beautiful and sol
emn order. The whole scene was con 
ducted, by eyery person present, with 
that degree of order solemnity and pro
priety as most express an unfeigned re
spect for th e deceased. 

( "Federal Gcdaxy, printed at Brattle
boro, 111.ay 8, 1802. ") 

ASA MILLER. 

was Lorn in Dummerston, June 1:2, 
1797, son of 'Villiam and Hannah 
(vVorden) Miller' who were married 
N 10 1~8 ') H' I . 

and was afterwards unanimously elected I ov. , I:'. IS mOl IeI' was a 
second major in the regiment. . In this Idaughter of John IVorden of IVashing
office, he continued till, Ly a vacaDcy, t'm county, Hhode Island. Mr. lHil
he was elected Lieut. Colonel COI11- i ler's father was a son of Capt. Isaac 
mander of said regiment, but tiaw fit I l\iillel' from IVorcester Mass. who 
to si o'nify his non-aceeptance of the ap- 1]' D '. 1"'~0' H 

o I sett 8C III uml11erston 111 I I. e 
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had a family of' 12 children, ,,,ril1iam, His last. V1Slt to Dummerston was 
the youngest, was born Oct. 2, 1761. about six Jllonths before> his death. H e 
He resided on the parental farm which ,,'as greatly pleased to learn that a por
had been well improved when he pur- trait of his grandfather, Capt. Isaac 
chased it of his father, Apr. 29, 1785, Miller, would appear in the history of 
for $1700. the tUWl1. His leisure hours were gen-

The children of vVilliam and Hannah erally spent in read ing the daily news 
Miller were Fanny, lsaac, Charles, and yery largely, for ODe of his age, the 
Dolly, George Anson , 'Villiam, Joel, recent publications. He was a member 
Nathan, Asa, Catharine, and Maria. of the Congregational church [01' mOI'C 

Fanny married H enry Whitney, Isaac tban 40 years. His Christian Rpirit 
married Polly Adams , Charles, Lucy was manifested by sympathy for and 
Bruce , Dolly, Adin Hubbard, George efforts to relieve the poor ".nd suffering. 

Anson, Lonisa Haveu, 'Villiam , Polly Mr. .Miller expressed grel'tt affection 
Willard, Nathan, Philinda, daughter of for his mother, who was a very excel
Elijah Buck. A sa ill. , October, 1819, 
Sally Bemis, dau. of Elias and grand
daughter of D:wid and Mary (Dunster) 
Bemis. Catharine m. John 'Vheeler, 
.and Maria m. Dca. Abel Haven. 

Sally, the wife of Asa , was born 
Mar. 18,1796, married Sept. 1820,died 
Feb. 14 , 1870. They baa two children: 

Catharine, m. 1st Orrin Slate, a mer
chant, who lost his life by a fall from a 
window in a public house at'Vinstead, 
Ct. Four years after his death, she m. 
2d, Rev. Alfred Stevens, D. D., -of 
Westminister W est, a Congregationalist 
,ninister in that parish for 40 years.. 

Sidney A. m. 1st, Emily, dau. of 
Asahel Dickinson, 2d, a daughter of 
Rev. W. S. Balch , a Universalist min
ister. 

Early in life, .NIl'. Miller learned the 
carriage-maker's trade and was engagf'd 
in that business in Dummerston until 
his removal to Brattleboro in 1834. 
For several years in that place , his son , 
Sidney A. lVIiller, w~s associated with 
him in the manufacture of carriages. 
The last six years of his life were spent 
in W estminister ,,,rest, in the family of 
Dr. Stevens, enjoying the tender care 
of his only daughter. H e died Apr. 9, 
1883, aged 85 yrs. 10 mos. 

lent woman and always kind to the poor. 
She was loved and esteemed by all who 
knew her, and many were her deeds of 
kindness. She always fed the stranger 
who called at her door for food , and 

never refused when asked to keep even 
the poorest beggar over night. S he was 
told by her friends that by so doing she 
would doubtless aid many who ,yere not 
worthy. Her reply was that those whom 
she thus befriended were unknown to 
her, and she would rather feed ten un
worthy persons than turn one who was 
worthy away. During the last sicknesB 
and shortly before her death, .NIl's. Dav
enport, a near neighbor, called to ex
press gratitude to): the many acts ofkind
ness she had received from lVIrs.lVIiller 
but ill relating the incident, " U nele 
Asa" paused in the narration . Hi" 
voice trembled , his eyes filled with tears, 
and turuing his face away from the ....... 

listener, he was silent for a moment, 
and the conversation was changed to 
some less affectin g incident of his recol· 
lection. It was his last interview with 
the writer of thi~ sketch, which is but 
a simple record of a few events in the 
long life of a worthy man. 

The portrait which accompanies this 
sketch was contributed by his children. 
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JOSEPH ~IJLLER, Ia large orchal:d of maple trecs from 

l 
I 

W 
I'son of ,Joseph: Sen., 'and grandson of Heh the owner makes the hest quality 

Capt. Vespaslan, eldest son of Capt I of sligar. The yearly product averages 
Isaac Miller, manicd, 1st, Eliza A., ineal'ly 2800 li.Js. The Im'gest quantity 
dau, of Isaac and Abi:.;ail (~rcvVayne) I made in any single yem', was 3300 lbs. 
Reed, Mar. 3, 1841. Her parents were A large share of what he makes is sold 
married in Dummerston. Sep. 2, 1790. yearly to merchan ts in the vVestern 
She died Nov. 26, 1843, and he mar- states. His maple sugar on exhihition 
2d, Sophia, dau. of 'iVilliam and Polly ,tt the Centennial in Philadelphia, 1876, 
(Frost) Arms, D ec. 25: 1844. They Iwas specially noticed by the French 
have ,three children. J .Arms, the eldest, Commissioners, who',on their return to 
marned Sarah M. Reed of \V..l.nlsi.Joro, iFrance, wrote to MIller for a sample 
and lives on a farm near his father's Iof maple sugar and a package of seed 
place. Adin F. married Hattie A. Dut

on; resides with his parcnts and helps 
manage the home farm. 

Ansel I., having a scholarly turn of 
mind, prepared for college at \Vest 
Brattleboro and graduated from Wil
liams college in the class of 1881. He 
is at present, (1883,) studying medi
cine in New York city. Mr. Miller 
was town representative in 1862 and 
63, has been justice of the peace many 
years and town clerk since 1849. He 
holds other offices of trust lor the town, 

from the trees for pLanting. 

In return he receivcd the Commiss
ioners report contaiuing a very compli

mentary notice of the sugar. 

WILLIAM 0, MILLER. 

His parents were vVilliam and Esther 
(Knight) Miller , whose children were 
'Yill1am 0., Dana; Esther, who m. 
'Winslow DuLon; Mary, who married 
tlumner Rust, and Lucretia. 

The grand-parents were Marshal and 
Ahigail (Haven) Miller. At the time 

and his long experience in town business Iof the1r maniage, N OY. 17, 1778, she 

makes him a valuable officer and legal 
connsellor in matters pertaining to town 
affairs. His advice and help are often 
sought by his townsmen in the making 
of wills and the settlellleu t of estates of 
deceased 'persons. 'Vith one exception 
from 1804 to 1807, the town has been 
very fortunate in the choice of town 
clerks and has made lew changes ill ',he 
office. Mr. J\fillel', the present incum
bent, is a very efficient clerk, and keeps 
the records in a neaL, legible, hand
writing. He was born and has always 
lived on the farID that he now owns. It 
has been in the Miller name more than 
a hundred years, and was the birth
place of his father in 1780. It is pleas
antly located in the eastern part of the 
town, produces excellent crops, and has 

was the widow of Thomas Boyden. 

William O. was born Jan. 31, 1816~ 
His parents then resided in the north 
part of the town near Putney West hill. 
In 1835, they removed to the Hosea 
Miller farm, which his father bonght of 
Marshal Newton, who was owner at 
that time. It was previom;ly owned hy 
Dr. Abel Duncan, who died in 1813, 
and his widow, a daughter of Hosea 
Miller, held a claim on the estate dur
iug her life time. The farm has been 
kel't in the Miller name 01' some rela
tive of the family, since it was pur
chased of the original proprietors ill 
1770. The present dwelling-house on 
the pl~tce was once used for a tavern. 
Refugees from Shay'S Rebcll10n in 1787 
boarded there for a time, and some of 
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the apple trees now standing: in the old I Brattleboro aud Dum merston. A s <t 

orchard were seL out by them to pay Ischolar, he stool1 in the front ran/;: of 
their expenses fOI' board . 

'Villiam 0" wllPll not otherwisc em
ployed, worked on tir e farlll wit.h his 
fath er , who dcedcd the place to him sev
eral years Deforc his (leath . 1111' ..Mil
ler's school days hegan in the old brick 
school- house ncar the Simeon Reed 
plac:e on Putney "\\rest hill, and were 

eonclnded at 'Vest Bra ttlehoro in tbe 
academy under the instruction of Ros
well Harris . H c taught school severa l 
winters in Dummerston and :,urrollud
ing to,vns. A few yeilrs wer c spent in 
trade at th e store of his llnc~e , Asa 
Knigbt. 

In 1846, and '47, he was representa
tive of the town at the state capital. 
He was chosen constable and collector 
in 1844, and with only two exceptioDs, 
has been annually chosen to tbat office 
for 48 years. He has been high bailiff 
of ,Vindham COUDty two years ; was 
appointed postmaster in 1862, and stills 
holds that office. He is a Congrega
tionalist, and has been clerk of the reli
giou,; society 43 years-being choben 
firs t III 1840. He has been clerk of 
school district No. 1. e~ st, sinee 1842. 
In an the otTices IV hieh he has held a nel 
still holds, he has discharged his duti es 
with fideli.ty and thoroughncss . He is 
a prosperous fanner, and very helpful 
member of soeiety, and a valuable citi
zen of the town. 

Nov. 26, 1856, he married J u lia, 
dan . of Ira and Jemima (Wanl] H aven, 
and their childrell are 'Villiam D . , a 
graduate from ,\Villia ms College in the 
class of '82; Mary L. and Freddie 0., 
died in childhood; ane! Ed,yin H brother 

of "Vm . 0., graduated from Dartmonth 
college in the class of '43 . His ante
collegiate was in Townshend, in VlTest 

his dass . After receiving his degree. 
he remained a t home until the following 
D ecember. when he went to ·Wash.illg
ton, D . C. , and was soon iuvited by 
Rev . 1\11-. Bnlfin ch to take cha rge of tlw 
chssical departm ent of his SCllOO)', wllich 
be did for two years. From the snm
mer of 184 (-;, to 1850, he traveled for 
increase of knowledgc in the ,Vcst amI 
South ,Vest tak ing agencies to pay ex 
penses. In the spring of 185 0 , he re
tum cd to , .,' ashington and Vias employed 
as a elerk in the Land Office. H e soon 
receivcd an appoiutment LI the Censlls 
Bureau, and at the time of his death 
held a u appointment in the Treasury 
Department. H e died N OL 23, 1851. 
He Was much respected by all w Ito 
knew him, {or his manly bearing, sclf
discipline, frank and candid friendship, 
and unsullied life. , 

JOSIAH DODGE. 

was a soldier in the war of 1812 , m 
the 13th r egiment of infantry. He died 
F eb. 9, Un 5 , on board of a vessel at 
sea from the effects of a gun-shot wound 
in his IUlllcl which produ ced lock-ja,y. 
He was born in IVeMmorelancl, N. H .. 
Mar . 19, ] Ti S. marri ed. 1st.. Ruth 
Plummer. had one child , Jarccl,.mmTied. 
2d, Phebe , dan. of Lt. Daniel Kathan 
ane! form erly the wifc of William Wilder. 

Children: J osiah , b. N ov. 15, 1808, 
m., 1st, Hannah C. , who died Feb. 20 , \ 
1848 , aged 33 ; 2d, Eliza Jane Hews, 
who di ed Jan. 7 , 1883, aged GO. He 
died Ang. 10, 187iJ . 

Thankful , b. about 1810, m. Lanson 
Stone of Chesterfield, N. H. , d. Feh. 
187D in her G5th year. 

,Villard, b . F elJ. 25, 1813, m. Sept. 
5 . 183 7, Zilpha T emple . Has six ehil
clr'en living. 

http:fideli.ty
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KNIGHT FAMILY. 

The earliest representative of this fam

ily in town was 

JONATHAN KNIGHT, ESQ, 

who was resident in 1774, and came 

July 25, ] 787, d. June 1792; Eber, b. 
Jan. 23, 1790, d. June 1792; Samuel 
-see separate sketch-; Luke, b. May 
24, 1796, unmarried; Salley, h. Sept. 
5, 1799, m. --Briggs, 

JOEL KNIGHT. 

fr!lm \Vol'cester, :Mass. He was bOl'l1i second son of Jonathan, h. Nov. 11, 
Jan 3, 1732, d. Mar. 13, 1819,aged 
87 yeal::'. 

His wife'::; name was Tamar Rus
sei. He first s~ttled OIl the farm since 
owned by Asa Dutton, which he bought 
<of Artemas Knight ill 1777, and sold 
not long afterwa _ds to Samuel Dutton. 
He then bought land and settled where 
Simeon Reed lived many years. Tarn
al', his -wife, died suddenly of apoplexy, 
.June 27, 1803. aged 72. Their children 
were Samuel, J ~el, Jesse, Betsey, Seth, 
Levi and Jonathan, Jr. 

Jonathan Knight was chosen one of 
the three selectmen, May 16, 1775,
Enoch Cook aud Joseph Hildreth were 
the other two selectmen. They were 
the first selectmen chosen in town and 
tt,ok the place of trustees and commis
sioners of highways, reported iE! the list 
0f selectmen for the 3 years previous to 
1775. He was in the court-house fight 
at vVestminster, and received a charge 
in the right shoulder, and carried the 
huck shot in his hody for more than 
30 years. He died Mar. 13, 1819, 
aged 87. 

SAJIUEL KNIGHT. 

iirst son of .J onathall, settled on an 
adjoining farm, where Hoyt Spaulding 
now lives. He was a prominent justice 
.of the peace several years. 

He married Susanna Burge, Jan. 4, 
1781. He died July 2,1817 aged 59; 
his wife, d. Feb. 4, 1837, aged 80. 
Their children were Tarnal', b. Jan. 10, 
1783, did not marry; Artemas, b. Mar. 
27, 1785, m. Oilve Dowen; Asa. born 

18 

1761. settled east fl'om his brother Sam
uel's farm. He married Esther Farr, 
Nov. 13, 1786 j d. May 5, 1841, aged. 
79. His wife d. May 20, 1~51, aged 
133 	years. 

Children: Rachel, h. Dec. 16, 17~7, 

m. June 4, 1809, David Dickinson i 
Joel, h. Dec. 12, 178~, d. May 18, 
17~0; Polly, b. .Mar. 4, 1791 j m. 
John Palmer.of \Villiamstowu; Asa 
,b. Feb. 28, 1793, died July 20, 1851 i 
Esther, b. Apr. 22, 1795, m. William 
Miller; JDel, h. July 18, 1799, died 
died Sept. 15, 1874, aged 7.5. 

JESSE KNIGHT. 

third son of Jonathan, b. in 1763, m . 
Betha.ny Perry, Nov. 13, 1783, and set
tled south from Joel's, farm on which 
he built, in 1802, the house now stand
ing and owned by Sylvanus Kelley. 

Of Jesse's children, Jesse, m. Betsey 
Dickinson j Thany, m. Ashbel Johnson, 
son of Capt. Ashbel j Dets"], m. July 
24, 1809, Benjamin Ware j Ahel, m. 
Betsey Kathan; Lyman, m. Polly John
son; PelT], m. Eliza :Fail'banks ; Laura, 
m. Arba Clark, whose 2d wife was 
Catharine Black; Phila, m. John B. 
Miller; Job, m. Sally Bemis; David, 
m. Betsey Briggs i Jonathan Russel, m. 
Fanny, sister of Joel Miller; Louisa, 
m. Daniel Taylor j Wilder, m. Louisa 
Kathan; Octavia, m. Josiah Holton; 
Jesse, m. 2d. Polly Fairbanks, mother 
of the last three children. Fourteen 
children in this family grew to adult 
age. 

Betsey married Jesse Butterfield; 
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Seth, Ul . Belsey Whitney. Aug. 30, 
1789 . Levi, m. Anna Haskel, Oct. 
11, 1790, Seth and Levi removed to 
Thetford. 

JONATHAN KNIGHT, JR. 

rived on the parental farm with his 
father. The site of the old huildmgs 
is several rods farther south than the 
present location of the bnildingb on the 
farm, he married Amy Perry of Putney , 
Sept. 7, 1794. Mrs Ama (sometimes 
written Amy) P erry Knight died in 
Chicago, Ill. Aug. 23, 1835. 

or Jonathan's children , Clark, m. 
Lucy D avenport ; l\.Iount VerDon, no 
record j Emily, m. a. Shrigley of Put
ney j Minor , m. L av ill a Gates . 

SA~IUEL KNIGHT. ESQ. 

F,'om an obitunry in the Brattleboro paper. 

The death of Samuel Knight, at the 
venerable age of 84 years; born in 
Dummerston, August, 21, 1193. 

H e waG the son of Samuel and Sus
sanna Knight, of whose family he was 
the last surviving member. In early 
life, he served for a considerable period 
as clerk and book-keeper in a Putney 
store, and for a time was a resident of 
N ewfane, where, in 1842, he married 
Eliza Merrifield , by whom he had one 
son, Henry Samuel, who died in 1871. 
His first wife having died, he married, 
in 1844, the widow of .John Robinson , 
a well known hotel proprietor of Bellows 
Falls, who survived him at the age of 88. 

In 1833, he was a contributor to the 
columns of the " Independent Inquirer," 
a short-lived , semi-religious newspaper, 
published 1n Brattleboro under the man
agement ot' the now venerable Wm. E. 
Ryther, of Bernardston, Mass . While 
in Newfane, he furnished articles for the 
Green Mountain Democrat, published 
in t)jat town, and when t.he Vermont 

Phrenix was started in 1834, he became 
a contributo to that paper and served 
more or less, HS editorial assistant. He> 
removed to Brattleboro in the spring of 
1845. 

He was a member of the old board of' 
road commissioners for vVindham coun
ty. which were appointed by the Legis
lature under the law passed in 1827, and' 
was a clerk of the board nntil the repeaT 
of the law in 1831, having for his a~so 
ciates such men as Hon. Phine<l,s V1hite 
of Putney and Gen. Barney ofGnilford . 
H e was a deligate of the State Consti
tutional ConventioD in 1843 j and dur
ing hi ~ residence in Brattleboro was en
trusted very extensively with the town 
affairs , in which his skill as a practical 
surveyor added greatiy to his usefulness. 

H e joined "The Brazing Star Lodge"
Iof Masons at T ownshend, at an early 

period, and was one of the charter 
members of Columbial) Lodge in Brat
leboro. 

As a writer , he was noted for his wit 
and sarcasm. He was I:l great lovp.r of 
fuu, whether in the shape of a witty 
anecdote or a practical joke j but his 
wit was never tinged with malice. He 
was always tender-hearted. good natur
ed, kind and obliging j and however 
sit 'latec1 , was the same quiet, unassum
ing man, of kindly face and genial pres
ence, snch was" Uncle Sam Knight.. ' 

To the foregoing, condensed from the 
"Vermont Phrenix," 1877 , tbe writer 
of Dummerston history makes addi
tional particulars: The widow of Mr. 
Knight is now living, (1882) at the age 
of 92. Her mairlen name was Mary 
Clark, a daughter of Thomas Clark, one 
of the early settlel:s in Dummerston. 
She was born in this town in 1789 . 
Her father died at the age of 91, her 
mother at 84, her brother Thomas at 88 , 
and others in the family lived past 80. 
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Mr. Knight resided in this tmvn till J things were seattcrec1 promiseuously 
(!learly or quite 50 years old. It is true 
that he was a " great lover of fun" and 
witty; but some of his very intimate 
!I'icnds often overreachcd him in the 
playingDf practical jokes. lUany stories 
are told illustrating hi.s cccentric habits. 
One sueh was in public print many years 
ago, and was written for a Boston news-

about. A section of pipe smashed 
tltrough the window, and through the 
opening, leaped the terrified dog awl 
cat, and disappeared for sevcral days. 
Mr. Knight, himself, was perfectly as
tounded. After recovering somewhat. 
from hi~ astonishment, he was heard to 
say."Any d-d fool might have hlOwn 

pap~r. by Rollin Keyes, a resident of better tlw.n that." 


Putney and well know'n thrDughout the By request of his m.ost intimate friends 

county as a man of fillC ability and very two papers, "Obituary Extraonlinary" 

scholarlyattaiuments. The printed story Iand "Thanksgiving disappointments" 

is not at hand, anel thc facts are given J have been selected to illustrate Samllel 

in the writer's own language. 

Mr. Knight, ic appears, was at Put
ney, one day, in a store, when several 
persons were present with whom he 
was well acquainted. The conversation 

turned npon c1eani\lg stove-pipes, how 
troublesome it waB to do and how €very
body disliked to do it. He remarked 
that he wished there was some better 
way of cleaning stove-pipes than the 
common method. 

Knight's sharp style of writing for the 
public prints. In the use of language 
he was as kcen, witty and sarcastic as 
any man in the State. His genius for 
condensing was also, very remarkable. 

The editor of the Free Presl', noticed 
in the obituary, was Zcbina Eastman, 
He died at Chicago in ,Tune 1883. He 
was one of the foremost abolitionists, 
and an associate Df Benjamin Lundy in 
publishing "The Genius of Universltl 

One of the men said he knew a plan Emancipation." He was preparing a 
that was very effectual and required lit- History of "The Black Code of Illinois 
tIe time. It was simply to put a quan- when he die(1." 
tity of powder ()n some paper, place it c 

OBITUARY EXTRAORDINARY.
inside the stDve just under the pipe: j 
then light the paper with a match when 
the powder would soon tlush all the soot 
and ashes out of the pipe into the 
chimney. 

N a one present cast any doubts on 
the feasibility of the new method, and 
Mr. Knight. accordingly, purchased 
some powder with whieh to clear some 
pipe after he returned home. ·When he 
had made ready for the trial, he followed 
the directions of the Putney man implic
itly, and awaited the result. Instead of 
a " flush" and exit of soot and ashes 
as he expected, there was an explosion. 
The top of the stove was blown off. 

"Tilne cuts down all 

Both great and 81nall." 

Died of starvation at Fayettville, Vt. 

Feb. 14, 183.5, "The Vermont Fnc 

Press" aged 37 weeks. 

Its death was occasioned by the neg
lect of its guardians to supply it with 
proper nourishment. Its exit from this 
.mundane sphere was probably hastened 
by an unlucky leap, Sam Patch like, 
made, some weeks ago, plump into the 
bowels of Anti-masonry. from which, 
like its living prototype, it never recov
ered. In the death of the Free Press, 
the craft has lost a staunch chan:pion 

Stove-lids, soot and ashes, and other for the "supremacy of the laws, a patri 
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otic dabbler in other people's affairs, fine turkey here," said the gentleman. 
and a noble stickler for the trutl). It" it will make a capital roast for din
was never known to u.tter an nntIuth ner;" and turning it over, he stepped' 
but that it stuck to it with the greatest back alld viewing it throu",o-h his half 
pertinacity even to its dying hour, liter- shut hand, exclaimed-" Ho ! ho! that 
ally fulfilling the maxim "that a lie is an old acquaiuta,nce of mine-where: 
well stuck to is as good as the truth." did YOll get it? The man of the house 
It is sa,id that its paternal guardian shed was dumbfolmded. He stammered and 
"hogf'heads of tears" orr the solemn tried hard to sa,y something; but it was; 
occasioL, and tTla,t the mourners, as is no go-he couldN't get it oat. 
cllstomarywhen great characters become Shame gave his face a kind;of thievisb hne, 

defunct, will wear crape for tire space His cheeks tUTnea pale his·nose turned blue. 

of thirty days. The loss of the Free' "Now neighb(}r," said the loser" 
Press will be sensibly felt throughout " this is my tnrkey, a,ll'd you, or some 
the state. 'V-e join in the lamentations of' your' trade hooked it j" ar,Q cleliber
alld erect this tablet to its memory ; 'f ateIy putting the dead fowl under his 

From nothing sp:rung, arm, walked to the cloor,. and tUl'Ding' 
To noLhin~rO!3e; around, said very blandly-" Now MI', 
On 110thing hnng, --, we wont have any hard feelings
To nothing goes; 

about this business-please caIl at the
And nothing all its lifll'it songht, 

dinner hour and dine with me ; be punctAnd notbing now returns to naught. 
ual. Good day, sir." But he didn'tTHANKSGIVING DISAPPOINTMENTS. 
go. It is said the" mu.n of the house'" Disappointments are said to be the 
on the morning of Thanksgiving day,lot of all men and women kind. The 
feeling very thankful for the blessings old saying was verified in small degree 
received and to be receiv~d, and a little on the morning of Thanksgiving day by 
pions withal, scratched his head andsundry persoll's OIY looking for their 
scra:ched out the following , to be by himslaughtered gobblers and roosters, which 
delivered after eating, with other fixings,they had hung up in a cool place pre
the stolen turkey, and here it is ;-paratory for a good Thanksgiving din

For turkeys young and turkeys old,ner. But lo! the fowls were minus
For turkeys hot and turkeys cold,

gone clean, smack, smooth! By whose 
For turkeys tender', turkeys tougn,

harrds they had been spirited away was ,ve tbank the Lord, we've hau enough! 
not quite so certain; but, although a 

Alas! for Lis disappoirrtn:r.ellts. He,
mystery, suspicions were rife as to the 

however, can keep the thanks, the next
whereabouts some of them had skedad

time he is more fortmrate, when he ob
dled. One man having llis "eye peeled," 

tains a turkey under similar circum
found by " prospecting" where one of 

stances.
his gobblers rested. He took a "bee 
line" to one of his neighbors-rang the JOEL KNIGHT JR. 

bell-very politely met by the man of whose portrait has been contributed to 
the house, and ushered into his domocil. this history, died Sept. 15, 1874. He 
The loser of the tnrkey walkecl straight spent llis three score years and more on 
into the kitchen, and lo! there it lay on tl)e old homestead, a slice from the 
the table, gutted, gizzarded and stuffed paternal acres. He was nn· industrious 
reacly for the spit. "You have a very farmer, an upright man, a worthy cti
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zen. In early manhood, be spent his 
winters in teaching school. Six of his 
eight chilc1re:l were teachers. 

Sophia, the elJest, married Rev. S. 
H. McCollester, D. D., at one time 
president of a college in Akron, Ohio. 

Charles M. Knight, the youngest son, 
!lOW [188~J is a professor in the same 
College. 

In 1829, Mr. Knight-married Fanny 
daughter of Dr. Abel Duncan who died 
of spotted fever in 1813. Rev. Hosea 
Beckley, the resident minister of this 
town at that time, wrote the epitaph on 
his grave-stone; 

. . . 
He was sound tn knowledge and tn Judg

ment, clear, 
With conduct open, 

cere , 

Of purpose F1'1n ; 
sway, 

and with heart sin-

b'ut mild 10 Teason's I the hours of darkness. did not appear 

In public good 'was p?'ompt to lead the 
way; 

Pm'e in friendship, and faitlif1tl to her 
lwws, 

He died in h1imcmity's sacred cause . 

HON. ASA KKIGHT, 

son of Joel and Esther and ,grand-soD 
of Jonathan, Sen., was born in Dum
merston, Feb. 28, 1793, and died July 
20, 185 1. MI'. lenight was a promi
nent and leading citizcn of this town. 
He acquired an extensive knowledge of 
the laws both of the state and nation ; 
and, as a counsellor, though not a law

~ 
yer by profession , his judgement was 
excellent in all business of a legal char
acter. 

In 1821, he was appointed deputy 
sheriff and retained the office 7 years. 
He removed to Newfane in 1824., and 
was keeper of th e connty jail 2 years; 
and then returned to Dummerston, in 
1828, and began business as amen·bant. 

In 1830, he wa" chosen representa
tive to the legishttul'e of Vermont, and 
was re-elected the following year; also, 
clioscn again in 1834 and 1835. H e 
was elected Jurlge of Probate for the 
Di5trict of Marlboro' in 1834, '35 and 
1836, and performed the duties of the 
various offices, whieh he held at differ
ent times, with marked ability and 
promptness. 

\Vhen living in Newfane, he received 
a large sum of money, late one after
noon, with the express command that it 
must be deposited in the bank at Brat
tleboro, tbat night without failure. To 
perform a journey of 12 miles down the 
West River valley , thro.ugh thickly 

wooded forests and narrow defiles where 
robbers would have' excellent chances 

to waylay the unsuspecting traveller in 

a pleasant undertaking. Thinking it 
would be prudent, therefore, to prepare 
for this emergency, he obtained the nec
essary means for self-defence; and with 
a swift horse and light sulky, started on 
his journey, trusting that in case his 
weapons should fail of doing execution, 
his swift steed would bear him out of 
danger. The road in many places was 
narrow and dangerous, and the night 
dark as Erebus. 

He rode cautiously along, thinking 
that perhaps the darkness (.nry, had 
excited his fear, till at length he came 
to a Darrow defile, made by the river on 
the north. and an almost inaccessible 
hill on the south, leaving only a narrow 
passway which, by ODe of the leaders 
in the early difficulties of this state, was 
called, . , the valley of the shadow of 
death ;" when, suddenly, a man sprung 
from a dense thicket and grabbed at the 
bridle nf the bors~. Luckily, the horse 
threw up his head, and the robber 
missed his object; at the same time, 



I 

142 

l 

VERMONT HISTORICAL MAGAZINE 

being propelled across the road by t,lie 
force gained in springing down the sk:ep 
bank, he did not recover himself in 
season to try the experimelJt again, be· 
fore MI'. Knight had whipped up the 
horse and' was out of' his re[wh. The 
spirited horsE\ took his master swiftly 
over the remainillg route , and rescued 
him £I'om the robber and, perhaps it vio
lent, death. 

THE CAPTU RE OF P ARK S. 

Gen. Martin Field a lawyer in New
fane came to Mr. Knight when he W !IS 

sheriif', and requested him to take a wri t 
and serve it upon Thomas Parks of 
vVest Brattleboro, for the purpose of 
collecting a debt of about $500. 

" It will be of no use," said K night, 
" for me to take that execution, as yon 
well know that P arks is a .'l lippery fel
low and has evaded the offi cers for the 
past year; even Chase, the high sheriff, 
has failed to arrest him." 

•. I know that," replied Field, " but 
I want that you should make a trial. 
P arks has caused trouble enough, and 
you are the man to settle wit.h him . I 
will g ive you $50. if you will collect the 
debt." 

" I cannot do it, General. If I take 
that executioll, you will oblige me either 
to collect the debt, or pay it myself ; 
therefore, I'll have nothing to do about 
it." 

" Well, now," said Field, I will make 
you this promise. You may take the 
writ, and if you Cannot serve it upon 
P arks, I will take it back again, and 
cause you no furth er trouble." 

Knight accepted the proposal, took 
the writ, and a t the earliest opportunity 
called one afternoon to see P arks . He 
knocked for admission, but no Olle ans
wered the call; and, on his trying to 
open the door, he found it securely fas

tened. Parks was soon disco,ered stand
ing neal' the window. a lld laughi ng at 
Knigh t's inability to gain admittance, 

" Let me in," said Kuight, , . I want 
to see you on busiu('ss." 

.. No I won't, replied P:tl'ks, yon 
shall not come into my house." 

, . You bad better ," said Knight. "If 
yon do not let me in now, I shall get in
to the housesomchow , before morning." 

"You can' t do it," replied P arks. 
, Smarter men than you have tr ied that 

before aud failed. " 

., ,.ye will see what can be done," 

responded Knight, as he got into his 
wagon and drove off a few miles to the 
residence of Paul Chase, the high sher
iff. He told him his business and re
qested his aid in the work. 

" You can't do anything with the fel
low, Knight," said Chase, "for I have 
tried times enough to satisfy anybody . 
Parks has Leen secluded {or months, and 
willlct no one into his house. 

" I do not dispute it, Chase, bnt you 
must go with me, this time. and help 
arrest him." 

" Well," r eplied Chase, I will not 
refuse to go where a 'IY IJf my deputies 
are willing; bnt, if you will arrest 
P arks , I will give you $25 and the half 
of my fees, for I have several writs that 
I would like to sel've upon him." 

Knight informed Chase of his plan 
which was to reach the house just before 
the time it would begin to grow light. 
Parks, by that time, would be tired of 
watching and conclude that he had given 
up the attempt to arrest him. 

At the appointed hOur , they arrived 
on the premises and found everytlnng 
quiet. Knight had, at his first visit, 
got sight of a ladder under the shed, 
which he now took and set up near a 
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ba(;k window in the second story of the 
building, and having ascertained the 
sash could be raised," now," said he to 
Chase, " when there is light enough so 
that I can find my way out of the cham
ber, do you go round to the front door 
and make all the noise you caD. Parks 
will 80<JIl be there; and clon't you stop 
rattling the door till you hear from me. 

'When the tirst streak of dawn ap
peareel, Knight pulled oif his shoes, 
ascended the ladder, and at the same 
time, Chase hastened to the door and 
began a tremendous racket by pounding 
anel shflking amI calling for admittance. 
Knight, in the meanwhile, had got 
access to tbe chamber, and found a 
stairway which, he concluded, led in 
the right direction; he descended, aod, 
as luck would have it, ente"ed the room 
right behind where Parks was standing 
aod swe<j,ring at Chase for pounding the 
door. Knight tip-toed softly across the 
ro<)m and instantly grabbed him on both 
shoulders. Parks jumped as though he 
hlld been 'shot ." 

., How came you here," he exclaimed. 

" N one of your business," replied 
Knight," 1 told you I should get in ; 
you are my prisoner." The door was 
quickly unfastened; Chase stepped in, 
and Parks surrendered without It fight. 
He settled tbe accounts before they left 
the house. For a long time after that, 
whenever he saw Knight, he would say 
" Ah, had it not been for you, I might 
have been out "Vest now, and owning a 
good farm, but you got all my money 
and I had to go to work again." 

D. L. lVI. 

[We hold to read, a letter we will print, as it 

gives, beside, some additional information, a 

pleasant retrospective glance at a very honor· 

MIL TYLER TO lIIR. KNIGHT. 

Brattleboro, !\fay 13, 1882. 

Dr. Sir: 

The Reeords show Han .1\sa Knight, 
Judge of this Probate District for 3 
years sucgessively, 1835-6 and 7. Asa 
Keyes was his Register. 

It is a pity yon bad not begun seek
ing information sooner. \Vithin a few 
years have died Wm. C. Bradley, J. 
DOlT Bradley, ,J udge Kellog~', Judge 
Keyes, Chas. K. Field, Joe Steen, 
anyone of whom was full of informa
tion about Judge Knight. 

You might get on the track of some
thing in Putney- in old times, Dum
merston, fol' this, had more to do with 
Putney than with Brattleboro-perhaps 
they do still-I don't know. The Mil
lers, Joe and "V. O. ought to put you 
on the track of something, perhaps also 
Sam P. of Newfane, his father and 
yours were mtl:nate. Austin Birchard, 
too, has lately died, he would have 
known all about him. I Cl,n think of 
nobody, now living. Should anyone 
occur to me, I will write again. 

Truly yours, 
R. TYLER. 

[ We shall next introduce two laclies of tile 

Knight Family whose portraits have been 

contributed to the history of tllis town, and a 

sister to one. We give ~frs. Esther Knight as 

the senior Mrs. Knight, first, anl\ also, that the 
two sisters be side by side; these portraits,be. 

ing the first of sisters in the history of any 
town thus far in the work. - Ed. ]

MRS. ESTHER (FARR) KNIGHT. 

From information obtained in the 
History of Chesterfield, N. H. ,published 
in 1882 by O. E. Randall, we learn 
that the ancestors of Mrs. Knight came 
from Stowe, Mass. Samuel and Han

able and well·known group of Mr. Knight's in· I nah Farr of that town had, at least 
timate friends - Ell. 1 three children: Lydia, b. Mar. 29, 
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1714, l<=lizabeth, b. Nov. 25, 1725, 
AlJraham, b, Oct. 1, 1730. Samuel, the 
father, d. June 7, ] 754, Abrallam F an 
m. Rachel Foskett and settled in Ches
terfield, N .• H., between 1770 and '75. 
He d. Jan. 18, 1810, in his 80th year. 
His widow married William Crook who 
died ill W est minister, Vt. ~he died in 
Chesterfield at a great age . Children: 
Sllsannah, b. Apr. 14, 175'5 , d. 1756 ; 
Abigail , b. Nov. 29, 1756, m. 1777, 
Amos Smith, d. July 17, 1830 ; Abra
ham married , 1784, Polly Hanis and 
settled in 'Windham ; Polly was si ster of 
Mrs. Sally (Harris) Stockwell now liv
ing, 1883, in W est Brattleboro a t the 
great age of 104 years. [Deceased Nov. 
1883.-Ed.J Tabitha married, 1782, 
Eleazer Cobleigh; Thomas married and 
had children; Abel married Polly, dau. 
of Aaron Smith; Hannah, b. about 
1774, m. 1st, 1790, Isa.ae, son of Sam
uel Hildreth , 2d, 1821 , Samuel Stearns; 
Elenor, b. Nov. 3, 1777, m. - Gibbs; 
Esthel', whose portrait appears in this 
history, married J oel Knight.[p. 137J 

MRS. SUSAN (~lILLER) KNIGHT, 

(CONTRIl3UTED IlY RANDOLPH .l.. KNIGHT.) 

wife ofHoll. Asa Knight, whose maiden 
name was Snsan Miller, daughter of 
John and Polly Davenport Miller, and 
grand-da ughter of Capt. I saac Miller, 
that sturdy pioneer, and settler of the 

. .
town of Dummerston, was born III thiS 
town, October 22, 1796, and married 
Asa Knight, JVIay 1, 1822 . Theil' chil
dren were: 

Susan H. b . May 19, 1823, married 
Lyman G. Bliss of Brattleboro. 

Mary Esther, born,July 26,1826 . 
Rose W. b . Oct. 31 , 1828, married 

Lambert M. Maynard of Boston, Feb. 
17, 1852 , lives in Somerville, Mass. 

Randolph A. b. Apr. 19,1831, mer 
chant, m. Ursula Longfellow a distant 

relative of the poet, H. ",V. Long-fellow. 
Lovina L. b. Oct. 15 , 1833. ll1arried 

Oliver Sprowl; and is now a wido\\' 
and a teacher in the graded schools of 
Chico, Cal. 

John ilL, b. Aug. 28, 1836, mer
chant in Des Moines, I owa, m. Frances. 
dau. of Dr. ",V. B. Rice, Niagara Falls. 

Fanny D" b. June 1il , 1840, m. 
Richard L. Ogle of Callington, Co. of 
Prince George, Md., Sept. 10 , 1863 

- H er portrai t was copied from an oil 
painting by Belknap and represents her 
as the age oft-hirty-six. In her youth , 
she was noted for her fail' Saxon type of 
beauty, blue eyes , fair complexion, light 
golden hair and fine-cut features. Bright 
and cheerful in conversation, her pecu
liarly pleasent voice and Scotch wit im
pressed one as a lady of refinement and 
culture. 

In childhood, she was trained in the 
strict discipline of her Puritan farthers 
and practised economy and industry; 
had a sacred regard for truth , which be
came ever after prominent in her char
acter; and she was distinguished for her 
excellent judgment, good sense and her 
regard for the rights of others. Patient 
and positive in her opinion, she bas been 
known as a true friend to the poor and 
friendless. 

She has been a great reader and long 
I took a lively intel'est in all the events 
concernir,g the welfare of our country, 
the proceedings of Congress and news 
from abroad. 

The extensive acquaintance of her 
husband, brought within her d'Jors a 
large number of prominent people in the 
county and state who remember, agree
ably, her sweet face , pleasant ways and 
generous hospitality. 

The death of her husband in 1851, 
left her alone- with a lal'ge family and a 
large estar.e to set-lIe. 

'---. 



SUSAN MILLER KNIGHT, 

Grand-daughter of Capt. Isaac: Miller, and wife of Hon. Asa Knight. 
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Three old-time friends, Judge 
Newton, the Hon. O. K. Field and 
Wm. L. Williams, Esq. , came to her 
assistance in settling the estate, and 
took from her much of the r,are and 
trouble. 

Her husband was for many years, 
prior to his death, a merchant, and 
lived where she now lives on the 
hill-her home for upward of fifty 
years. The grand old house and the 
store have many interesting associa
tions with prominent families and 
times long since passed away. 

.My mother was generous and 
noble het<.rted. She has passed 
through life with that degree of for
titude seldom equalled. For nearly 
three years past, she has been a 
great sufferer, occasioned by an ac
cident that has rendered her almost 
helpless and speechless. But pos
sessing a vigorous constitu tion and 
from a long lived race, she stillli yes 
and greets her friends and children 
with the same cordiality and smile 
of recognition, and to wish them 
blessings and prosperity. 

MRS. ROSANNA (MILLER) WILLIAJ)IS 

is a sister of Mrs. Asa Knight; was 
born in Dummerston, May 19, 1794; 
married Feb. 22, 1826, William H. 
Williams, of Newfane, a wealthy 
and prominent citizen of that town. 
Her nortrait l'epresents her at the 
age of 65. She wrote the signature 
when 88 years old, and is now living 
in Williamsville in her 90th year. 
She is a grand-daughter of Oapt. 
Isaac Miller. 

STICKNEY FAMILY. 

PETER STICKNEY, ancestor of the 
family in Dummerston, was a de
scendant of William Stickney, the 
first settler in this country, and the 
ancestor of nearly all who have 
since borne that name in Americlt. 
It is infelTed from records procured 
in England, that he was the "Vil
liam who is mentioned as baptised 

in St. Mary 's Ohurch, Frampton 
Lincolnshire, England, Sept. 6, 
1592, and the son of William Stick
ney of Frampton, who was baptised 
Dec. 30,1558, and married June 10, 
1585, Margaret Pierson, and the 
grandson of Robert Stickney of 
Frampton, who made his will Oct. 
3, and was buried Oct. 18, 1582. 

William, the first settler in Amer
ica, m. Eli zabeth --, and had ten 
children. Amos, thei~ second son, 
was born in England about 1635, m. 
in Newbury, Mass., June 24, 1663, 
Sltrah Morse. After his death, she 
m. 2d, in Newbury, Dec. 17, 1684, 
Stephen Acreman. She died there, 
Dec. 7, 1"/11. Amos Stickney had 9 
children. 

Benjamin, 6th child, was b. Apr. 
4, 1673. He m. in Rowley, Mass., 
Jan., 1700, 1st, Mary Palmer. She 
died 1747, aged 74, and was buried 
in Byfield. He m. 2d, widow Mary 
Morrison, Oct. 2, 1750, who snr
vived him, and m. Nov. 1757, Sam
uel Doty of Rowley. He had 11 
children. Jonathan, his 4th son, 
was born in Rowley, Mar. 7, 1706, 
published there Jan. 13, 1730-1; 
and m. Mary Fisk. They had 6 
children. Moses, the 5th son, b. in 
Rowley, bapt. in Byfield, May 31, 
1738; m. in Harvard, Nov. 20, 1760, 
(when of Leominster), to Sybel 
Farnsworth of Harvard. He enlist
ed as a soldier in the expedition to 
Orown Point, 1756, and his death 
occurred in October, 1761. 

His only child was born Apr. 7, 
1761; m. in 1782, widow Eunice 
(Willard) Oarlton, who was sister 
of Henry Willard of Dummerston. 
He enlisted, Apr. 1, 1778, in 001. 
Jonathan Reed's Reg., Oapt. Isaac 
Wood's Oompany; and afterwards 
in David Moore's 00., Allg. 3,1780, 
to re-inforce the Oontinental army 
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in Rhode Island. [Mass. Archives.] 
Two of his four children were 

probably born in Harvard. He re
moved afterwards to Dummerston, .. where he died in March, 1815, aged 
52. His widow died in 1832. 

Sibyl, the eldest child of Peter, 
was born Feb. 13, 1'/83; m. Jan. 12, 
1802. Joseph Gleason, jr., had 11 
children; Sally, b. -; m. Jan. 16, 
1800, Benj. Zwears; ha,d 11 child
ren. 

Benjamin, b. Mar. 15, 1785; m. 
Oct. 25, 1807, Sally Betterley. 

Lois, b. F eb. 22, 1789; m. Caleb 
Burbank. 

BENJ AMIN STICKNEY 

was born in Leomister, ~assachu
setts, and his wife was the sister of 
Samuel Betterley of Newfane, Vt. 
She was born, June 15, 1786, in 
Newfane, and died there, Jan. 30, 
1862, in the same room in which 
she was born. Benjamin came from 
Massachusetts to Dummerston about 
1800, and died in this town, May 
25, 1853. He had 9 children. Ben
jamin, the eldest, b. Sept. 4, 1808; 
m. Betsey Tenny, b. September 10, 
1807. Both are now living, 1882; 
had five children; 'l'eside in West 
Dummerston. 

Sarah, b. Oct. 3, 1810; m. Reu
ben M. Call. 

William, b. Sept. 16, 1812; m. 
Emily L. Lanfair, who died, May 
16, 1854. He m. 2d, Judith W. 
Wait, Nov. 20, 1856. They reside 
in Greenfield, Mass. 

Eunice N., b. Oct. 19, 1815; m. 
Ira Barrett, Nov. 12, 1863. 

Lucy, b. Aug. 21, 1817; m. Seth 
B. Hudson, Sept. 23, 1838. 

Peter, b. July 21, 1820; m. Abi
gail Wellman of Brookline; had five 
children. 

Samuel, b. Jan. 10, 1823; m. 
Sibyl Hudson of Dummerston. 

Thomas, b. Nov. 18, 1824; d. 
Nov. 8, 1842. 

BENJAMIN ESTABROOK 

FAYIILY. 


We give the family record begin
ning with his great-grand-father, 
Captain Daniel Estabrook of Sud
bury, Mass., who was born Feb. 10, 
1676, and married to Abigail Flint, 
Nov. 21, 1701. 

She was born Jan. 11, 1675, dan. 
of John and Mary (Oakes) Flint. 

The Flints came over from Eng
land in 1635. His father Thomas 
Flint came that year from Mattock 
in Derbyshire by the river Darran, 
where he lived and his predecessors 
had dwelt for 800 years withou t any 
entailment. The children of Capt. 
Daniel Estabrook and his wife Abi
gail were: 

Abigail, b. Sept. 25, 1702; Daniel, 
b. June 14, 1705; Benjamin, b. 1'Ilay 
7,1708, died Sept. 12, 1787; Sam
uel, b. Aug. 18, 1710, d. Sept. 1, 
1793; Mary, b. Nov. 2, 1712; Anna, 
b. Nov. 13, 1714. Capt. Daniel Esta
brook, d. Jan. 7, 1735; his wife d. 
Nov. 1770, aged 95 years. 

Samuel Estabrook and Abigail, his 
wife's children, were Lucy, b. F eb. 
26, 1739; J edediah, b. Sept. 16, 
1740; Samuel, b. Feb. 3, 1742, d. 
Apr. 28, :1744; Benjamin, the sub
ject of our sketch, was b. May 21, 
1744. 

The remaining children were sev
en in number; Samuel, father of 
Benjamin, d. 1793, in Massachu
setts. Abigail, his mother, d. Aug. 
27, 1804, aged 86, and was buried 
near the grave of Hannah Esta
brook, her grand-daughter. 

Benjamin Estabrook married 
Abigail Gates, about 1776, and 

Lydia W., b. Nov. 17, 1828; d.1 moved to this town from Old Rut
Nov. 7, 1842. land" ¥a,Sfl, 
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He died, May 24, 183 0, aged 86, his 
'>wife, Aug. 26, 1824, aged 86, 

Their chi1dren were: Lydia, b. Nov. 
.6, 1778, m. William Frem·h, Oct. 4, 

1801, d. May 21, 1849. aged 70. 
Abigail, b. Oct. 1, 1780,d. Nov. 8, 

r848, aged 68. 
Joel, b. J an. 25, 1782, m. 1st Mary 

Sargeaut, 2d, Anna Sargeant, d. ,J an . 6, 
1872, aged nearly 90. 

Jeddiah, b. :May 22, i704, m. P ersis 
Cutter, widow of' Erastus I3abcock ; ,.c\ . 

Aug. 15, 1853. 
Hannah , b . Dec. 2.9, 1788, d. Oct. 14, 
1843. 

man univer.sally respectcd fDr his up
right Christ.ian character; was alway.., 
active in every good work, a kind
hearted and obliging neighbor, .and one 
of the oldest members of tlle Congre,ga .. 
tional church at the time of his death. 
The writer is much .indebted to him fo!' 
many interesting inciden ts connected 
with thc early hi;:t<lry Df' the town. 

WILDER FA2\HLY. 


JOSHUA WILDER, 


removed from Gerry (now Phil1ip~ ton) 


Mass., in 1795, and settled 'On a farm 

in this town, now owned by Lel\oy 


Belljamin, b. Nov. 4,1790, m. 1st, . Wilder, his grandson. On ·account of 
Clarissa , dau. of Abram F.aIT of "Vind' ill health, his SOll Frank has the 111an
ham, Jan . 8, 18J 7, 2d, Lydia Pratt of agcmcll:, making fou~' generations, of 
N ewfane, Mar. 30, 1840, a. Mar. 14, 
1770. His children by the first mar
riaO'e wel'e: 

Emeline, b. D ec. 4, 1817. nl. Arba 
Spaulding, great-grandson of Lt. Leo 
nard Spaulding, d. Sept. 29, 1'843. 

Alvin. b. Apr. 21, 1820, d. Nov. 22, 
!l821. ' , 

the faml.ly that have hved on the place 
and culhvat ~d the farm, which is one of 
the largest 1U town. The grave-yard 
adjoins the farm and in it are buried in 
one .Iot five generations of the Wilder 
famIly . We have not ascertained who 
the ancestors 'Of Joshua 'Wilder were, 
but the family name is found among the 

J ames M., h. Ang. 31, 1822, d.- inhabitauts of Lancester, a town in the 
infant. 

Clarissa Amy, b. Nov. 6, 1823, m. 
Mar. 11, 1873, David L. M ansfield. _ 
(The writer 'Of' this History , whose in
terest in Dummerston, led him to fnr
nish so much historical information.Ed] 

B ENJA)IIN ESTABROOK, blackslT.ith, 
was born and always lived in Dummers 
tOI). He 1earned his tr.ade of Ebenezcr 
]YEJlel', w 110 nUlrried Ama FaIT, sister 
of :Mrs. Estabrook. After s!)r,'ing a 
few years as an apprentice , he engaged 
in business for himself on the parental 
farm and took care of his parents 
through life . In 1835., he purchased 

same county as Gerry , and settled more 

tha~ a cBnt~I'Y before the la tter town, 
~lllch ,~a~ I~~orporated i? 1786. Lieut. 
~atha~lel Vi 11der was lolled by the In
dlans 111 Lancester , July 31, 1704. 
Joshua was a R evolutionary ::loldler, 
and his service is reported elsewher e. 
He rela ted a·n explDitDf his grandfa ther 
which has been handed down to the 
present time. 

It appears that his grandfather was 
fond of a good horsc and rode much on 
horsebat!c One time he called at an 
inn to stay ovcr night and requested 
tha" llis horse might be turned out to 

the blacksmith-.shop and dwelling-house pas ture instead of being fed in the bart!. 
of Royal Miller, where he lived at the "Vhen morning came and he was ready 
time of his death. H e worked at the to start on his journey, he informed the 
blacksmith business 63 ycars; was a landlord that he would go and catch his 

http:information.Ed
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horsc himself, as it was a young and 
spirited animal, and it wag very difficult 
for a stranger to catch him. The land 
lord objected, because he had a cross 
bull in the pastlU'e and be was ali'aid he 
would endanger the life of' 1\1r. Wilder. 
Nothing, however, would deter him 
from catching his own horse. Before 
venturing into thc pasture, he used the 
precaution, howeveT', to fasten on his 
feet a pair of large, heavy spurs which 
he was accustomed to weal' sometimes, 
when ricling horsebar,k. The landlord 
watched his proceedings with consider
able anxiety . The horse and the bull 
were ieeding near together, and Mr. 
Wildc!' could not catr,h his horse with
out attracting the lLttention of the bull. 
H e fed quietly till 11e noticed a stranger 
approaching, wher. he suddenly turned 
and made a fi1l·ions a',tack. Mr. Wilder 
eq ual to the emergency, dodging his 
enemy, caught him in snch a manner as 
to land astride his back. H e now had 
the advantage, and plunging the spnrs 
deep into the sides of the bull, compelled 
him to run the course like a racehorse. 
TIle bull was conquered, and stopping 
shortly, bellowed for mercy. Mr. 'ViI
del' dismounted, patted him gently and 
said, " you are a good fellow, I have 
had a nice ride." TIle landlord was so 
much pleased with the brave exploit of 
Mr. 'Wilder that he would accept no pay 
for his night's lodging, nor would he 
take any pay thereafter for his staying 
over night, though he stopped on several 
occasions. 

Joshua 'Vilder married Lois H awes. 
Theil' children were: 

An.la, b. 1782, m. Luke Kcndal j 
Betsey, b. 1783, m. Samuel H adley; 
Natt, b. 1784, m. Polly Warner j Dan, 
b. 1786, m. Joanna Bemis j N abby , b. 
1788, m. Simon Ha,lley of Williams
town, N. Y. Clarissa, born, 1789 , m. 

Stephen Hadley j Nixon, b. 1791, m. 
-- j Lindal, b. 1792,m. Betsey Had
Icy; Rut!l, b. 1795, m. Ransom Covey T 

Samuel, b. 1796, m. Olive Bemis j Dan
iel, b. 1798, unmarried; Columbia, b. 
1800 j Jefferson, b. 1802. All lived to 
be adult persons, and none died younger 
than 25 years. 

Dan 'Wilder manied, May 3, 1803. 
Joanna, dan of Jo~hLia Bemis. Their 
children. were: Alu·ed. Leroy, Eliza, 
William, LindaIl, Edmond, Betsey, El
vira, Horace, .Jason H . 

Dan was a deacnll' of' the COIlgI'ega 
tIonal chmcI:t, many years. His fath~ 
er, Joshua, united 'lY ith the church in 
1842, when he was 84 years old. 

Leroy 'Wilder is deacon of the church 
at the present time. 

D ea. Dan Wilder now living in his 
84th year, (1869) on one occasion, 
when a young mall, cut from a Lom -.... 
bardy poplar, a small sprout to use as a 
riding-whip, and on returning from his 
ride, stuck it into the grolmd. The soil 
being moist, that sprout grew to be a 
t<tn tree. It was cut cTovm a few years 
since, and measured across the stump, 
nearly 4 feet. 

KNAPP FAMILY 

OF DUMMimSToN. 

ICHABOD KNAPP who married Cath
arine 1\fiTler, Dec. 10 , 1780, is the an
cestor of this family name now living in 
town. Alv:ine, his eldest child, l)'-Feb. 
21, 1·781, m. Mar. 24, 1808, Rinda 
Fuller j had one child, Ichabod Milton, 
\yho m. Sarah Wheeler, Mar. 2~ , 1843. 

Gardner, b. Apr. 23, 1783, m. Fanny, 
b. J an. 14, 1801, dau. of A sahel Taft. 
Their children were Hiram, b. Mar. 
30, 1825 j Addison, b. July 30, 1827; 
Ichabod Leroy j J oel Dexter j Emily 
S. j Mary E. j J ohn N. 
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'Catherine, b. Mal'. 18, 1785, m. 1st. 
G iles Alexander, l\lay 14, 1809 , 2u , 
John F. Stearns; 

Lurltna, b . Ang. 3 , 178 7, m., 1808, 
Luther Miller; 

l saltc N. (01'.) b. Aug . 7,1789, m. 
1st, Philinda Dutton; Chilciren : I saltc, 
(Dr.) b. Mar. 22.1815; Philinna D ., 
b. Dec. 10, 1817; George H.o b . Mar. 
21 , 1 8 1 ~, d. 1880; i::l ~Lmuel D., b. 1882 , 
d. 1846; Caroline, b. 1825 , d. 1827: 
Lucy, b. June 27, 1827; Ellen J., b. 
.Jiay 2, 1832. The mother d. Jan. 15, 
1835, and Dr. Knapp m. 2d , Mrs. 
Ylaria [Nutting] Benham. Three chil
nren by 2d mal'l'iage ; 

Loy-icy and Polly, twins, b . F eb . 20, 
179:2, Polly, d. in fant, and Lovicy, m . 
July 25, 1813, Ephraim Laughton; 

I chabod, h. 1794, d. 1799; 

Rosanna, b.July 12,1796, m.Thomas 
L augh ton; 

George W. b. Dec. 19, 1799, m. 

Mrs. Eliza WilliaJJ>s ; 
William, b. Mar. 10, 1804 , m. Lo

vinna Miller; 

J ONAH KNAPP, 

a brother of l chabod, came fl' om Orange, 
~Iass . to Dummerston about 1803 . 

The children of Jonah and Anll, his 
wife were, John, b. in Orange, Mass., 
Aug. I, 1793 , m. Jan. 31, 1822, H an
nahAdams; Lucretia,b . July 31, 1795, 
m. Justin S argeant; Orrin , b. Mar. 18 , 
1798 ; Caleb L. , b. July 15 , 1801 , m . 
Sept. 12 , 183 1, Linda Sargeant; Sally, 
b. ill Dummerston, 1804 , d. 1806; Hor
ace , b. Mar. 12, 1808. 

Polly Knapp, a sister of Jonah, n'\. 

Benjamin Rider, ,Jan. 30, 1806. 

DR. I SAAC KN APP 

died May 9, 1883, in Fort Wltyne, Ind. 

His pltren ts were Dr. ISltac N. Itnd 
P hilinda (Dutton) Knapp. His early 

education was c,btained in the common .
schools of this town and a t the academy 
in Brattleboro . At about 20, he went 
\Vest, Itnd supporting himself by teltch
ing Itt iutervltls, completed It fu ll course 
Itt Mltl'ietta college, 0., graduating in 
183 9. After teaching a year 01' t,yO in 
the South and \Vest, he returned to Ver
mont. He studied for the ministry, but 
gave it up 0 11 Itccount of a throat dis
ease, whieh preven ted his speaking in 
public, and s tudied medicine with his 
father, Dr. Isaac N. Knapp, a success
fu l physician in Dummerston , and Itfter
wards attended Itnd gmduated Itt the 
medical dep<Lrtment of the U nivers-ity of 
Vermont . H e again went '\-Vest, a nd 
practiced medicine several yeltrs, but his 
health proving inadequate, he tumed his 
attention to dentistry , and took high 
mnk in t.hat profession, was thrice 
chosen presiden t of the Indiana State 
Dental Association and a prominent 
officer in other dential societies, in the 
\Vest. He contributed much to dental 
litera ture, corresponded with eminent 
men in the profession and delivered pub
ic addresses , one series of which was 
before the FortWayne Medical College . 
His view~ were pronounced and his in
fluence positive, also, on all poli tical , 
religious and social questions. H e took 
Itn active part in the church and Sunday 
school work. H e leltves a wife, Mrs . 
Rowena L. Knapp, one son, Wm. B., 
and a sister, Mrs. Lucy Safford, of 
'Windsor , Conn. (The writer is in 
debted to the Fort IVayne Gazette fo r 
many of the facts pertltining to the life 
of Dr. Knapp in the West. 

THE HOLTON FAl\ILbY. 

'William H olton, H onlton , was born 
in Englltnd, 1611 ; came from Ipswich 
to America in ship "Francis," 1634; 
original proprietor of H artford , Ct.; 
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removed thence to NOl'thhampton,l\Iass. l Nov. 1752; lHindwell , Hannah, Olive 
where he was ordained deacon, 1663 ; 
representative to the general court 5 
years from Northampton and 1 year 
from Hadley ; on committee for N ort11
field at the second settlement, ] 672; 
diM Aug. 12, 1691. His wife, Mary 
---, died Nov. 16, 169 1. 

Their ehildren were John, Samuel, 
\V"iIliam, Mary, Sarah, Ruth, Rachel 

and Thomas. killed in the attack on 
Northampton, Mar. 14, 1676. Mary 
manied David Burt, Nov. 18, 1656; 
Sarah ma rried John King, Nov. ]8, 
1656,-thefi rsttwomarriages inNorth
ampton. Ruth married Joseph Baker, 
who was kill"d by the Indians, Oct. 29 , 
1675. Rachel married Thomas Strong. 

John, SOil of \Villiam, died April 16, 
1712. Abigail---, his wife, was 
living in ] 718. Their children were 
Mary, Eleazer, Sarah, Abigail, Joshua, 
vVilIiam and Thomas . 

Thomas, SOli of John, was born Oct. 
23, 1681 j was in Northfield, 1718 j 

killed by the Indians Aug. 23, 1723. 
He malTied Miudwell, daughter of Sam
uel Allen of Northampton. After her 
husband was killed she manied Daniel 
Chapin. She died Oet. 21, 1758. Chil
dren: Joshua, born 1703; Thomas, 
1705; Hannah, 1707; Mindwell, about 
1712: Ithamer, who died Dec. 4, ~713. 

THo~rAS HOLTON, 

son of Thomas (1681) was born about 
1705; carpenter by trade; "dismissed 
from church in Northfield 1799 , with 
wife and daughter Sarah, to be j oined 
with others in a church in 1<'11lham," 
now Dummerston, where he settled after 
1771. H(i married Sarah - - - ; died 
in this town D ec. 22, 1800, aged about 
95 years. 

Their children were Thomas Allen, 
born in N orthfielcl, 1744 ; Sarah, Arad, 

and Obedience, who were ba ptized Apr . 
29, 1764; Sarah married Elijah T own, 
jr., about 1776. Arad married Anna 
Haven , (1) ; Rebecca Houghton, (2) ; 
Mrs . Ennice Spaulding, (3). lUinclwell 
married William Orvis, who died J an . 
11, 1801, aged 41 years. A slate 

stone mark~ his resting-place in the 
cemetery, near the meeting-house. 

Hannah married Joseph Nurse; 01
ive married Henry Cressy; Obedience 
married Calvin Bntler. Five of these 
fftmilics resided in school district No.5 
in 1793. Calvin Butler lived on the 
farm now owned by 1.}\L Knapp. '~Tm. 

Orvis lived in a house that stood in the 
northwest corner of th e "Orvis lot," 

near the place where some twenty old 
apple trees are now standing. west of 
the school-honse. Elijah Town, .i r ., 
built the honse and lived 011 the tlum 
]10W owned by Howard Jones . 

'Vranslow Holton remembers well, a 
little incident that occurred at his U nele 
Elijah's when h.e was a small boy. He 
went there one day to visit his cousins. 
Young Elijah, his cousin, who was older 
than he, showed him tht: bees that were 
working busily about the hives. JUr. 
Holton says that the" little devil" gave 
him a piece of board and told him to go 
an d scrape off the be~s from the hive. 
Instead of scraping off the bees lI e got 
himself into a scrape that he has never 
forgotten. 

Arad Hol ton was a farrier and some .... 
what peculiar in h1s manner. When he 
was a youn g mall he brok~ his leg be
10.'" the knee, and wishing to haye it set 
by a surgeon in Northfield, rode on 
horseback to that town , had the bone 
set, and returned on horseback next day. 
He always rode on horseback when 
traveling about the country. On one 
occasion he told some men that $300 

1 
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had been offered him for the horse which 
he was riding. They looked much sur
prised. After a pause he added that it 
was th e amoullt of four or five offers. 

His Northfield friends told him, one 
time, that he was u]1wise to live up in 
Vermont on land not so productive as 
they had in Northfield. His reply was, 
" y 1m boast of your productive lan(\s , 
but I ra ised a pumpkin on my farm that 
you could not turn over with a hand
spike . They did not beli eve it till he 
added that it grew uncl eI' a large root. 

He elaimen. that he once haul ed the 
heaviest load with a single horse of any 
man ill Vermont. He expla ined that it 
was himself and five eh.ildren, which 
made six whole tons, (HoI-tons) the 
large load of which he boasted. 

THE CRESSE Y .JUMP. 

H enry Cressey lived on a farm east 
of the" Lyman Knight place," since 
divided up and sold in separate lots. 
He is known as the Illan 'who made the 

" Cressey j'lmp." The story goes that 
he was walking alone across a fi eld and 
eomhlg to a brook that was wide and 
deep, he said to himself: "Cressy, J 
will bet you a dollar that you can't jump 
across the brook. "Done," said he, 
and back he went a few paces to get a 
good start. When at full speed he 
bOIlIlded like a deer across the brook. 
Elated by his success, he "aid, "Now. 
Cressev, I will bet you another dollar 
that you can't jump back again.

,-- " Agreed," said he, a nel, starting as be
fore , he bounded, and missing a firm 
foot.hold, fell backwards, splash into the 
brook. Scrambling out of the water, he 
said: "It is a Cressey jump; nothing 
gained, nothing lost," and went on hi s 
way a wetter if not a wiser man. 

THE OLDEST PERSO~ 

that is now living in Dlllnmerston, 
in 18El2 - is nIl'. 'Vranslow Holton, 

aged 94 years. H e was bol'll in this 
town, .Jan. 11th, 1788 . At that time 
there were only thirteen states in the 
the 'u ni on, and not as many people as 
n ow live in the state of New York. 
George Washiugton had not then been 
chosen Presiaent of the United St.ates, 
and did not begin his first term of office 
as President till April 30, 1789, when 
Mr. Holton was more thau a year old. 

Th()mas HolLon ,his grandfa ther, eame 
from Northfield, Mass . , with his family, 
and settled in this town previous to tbe 
beginning of the R evolutionary war. 

His journey in quest of a new home 
was made by following up the Connect
icut river till he reached "Canoe brook," 
now called "~1:urder Hollow· brook j" 
and ther.ce westerly about 2 miles front 
~he river, ,,,here he selected 100 acres 
of goodland for a farm whidl he pur
chased of the original proprietors. The 
site of the first house built on the farm 
is N. E. of the present buildings, east 
of the brook at the foot of the hill. The 
land is now owned by Willard Dodge. 

Arad, married about 1777, and set
tled west of the brook, taking one-half 
the farm and his fatbpr keeping the 
other half of 50 acres , now called the 
" Orvis lot,"owneel by Nlr.Dodge . Arad 
Holton lived on th e fa I'll from the time 
of set.tlement till llis death in the 89th 
year of his age. 

vVnmslow. his son, was born iu the 
old house that stood it short distance 
north of the dwelling in w hieh he now 
lives, and which was buil t since his 
remembrance. Foul' gener>1tions of the 
Holton family now live in the same 
louse , -JiLthel', son , g rand-daughter, anel 
illre great grauel-children. There was 
13 children in his fath er's family. Two 
of his half-brothers, Reuben a nd Arial, 
lived to be about 94 yea rs of age. 
Others in the family died much younger. 
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DYI~G FULL OF YEARS. 

Anna Spaul<:1ing, ,",vife at' Satnnel Laughtoll, d. 

Jan. 31, IS4R, fLged,81 years. 

1\Irs. Sarab Neg1.1S (lieel , Jan. 9, 1834, aged,83. 

Ha.nna.h Holton, wife of Joseph "Kotlrse, clied, 

Jan. 12, 1842, aged, 86 years. 

Sally Glynn .Nourse , (lied. Sep. 11, 1877, aged, R2 
years and 11 nlonths. 

Dea. Daniel Walker, died, June 24, 1873, agee!, 88 


years, 11 months. 


Natban Cook died ,Jan. 11, 1837, aged, 8'J years. 


John Kilbllry d. about 1820, (lVer 90 years Old. 


Rinda (Fuller) Knapp d. Jan. IS, 1873, reo Sf, yrs. 


.Josepb Dix died, Jan. 24, J8I3 , aged, 8-1 years. 


Isaac Reed died, June 23, 18:)4-, ag'ed, Si' years. 

Lucy ~Iillel' died. Aug', W, 18'i5, aged, 89, y ears. 

JoseI'll CrOSby, died "'ov. 7, IS61 , aged 9; ye",]'s. 

Rhoda Crosby died, Dec. 24, IS50, aged , S4 yrs. 

o-ol1n F. stearns, died, Nov. 2:1, IS72, aged, 8'2 y rs. 

Polly DIlllel' died , }:o"'eb. 28, 1834, aged, 85 yeal's, 

Abel I(nigl1t, died, Oct. 4,1811,aged, SO years. 

Lucinda 'Joy, died, Feb. 21, JS53, aged, SO years. 

Sally CaryJ died, llIay 8, 1861, aged S~ year;;. 

Reub en Jones died , Apr. 17, lSi:,), aged, 92 y l's. 

Dea. David Bennett, e1. June, 9,1847, aged, S7. 

Beulah (Burnham)Miller , d. Aug. 28,IS77, reo90. 

John Laughton, died ,Feb. 26, 1799, reo 84 years. 
B.etsy Hill died,.Jan. 1,1871, aged, 84 years. 

Mary, wi. 0f Luther Allyn, d. Dec. 27,18;6, re o82. 

Hadassah Winn, diefl, Oct. 27, 1855, aged,Si . 

Shepherd Gates died, Apr. 8, 1&39, aged, 88 yrs. 

Molly Kathan, wife of Elihue Sargeant, died, 

Dec . IS, J850, aged, 94 years. 

WES1' DUMMERSTON. 

Capt. James CJlasc died, J a n. 30, 1871, >e . 84 )'rs. 

.TaDIes Chase died, ?IIny 28. 1844, ag'ed, 93 y1's. 

Polly Chase di ed Sep. 4, IS60, aged, 83 years. 

r.t 
1 nos Leonard died Aug. '10,1866, aged, 8'2 years. 

Matilda Leona rd died, OcL. Iii, 1877, age&., 83 y r ,,

SalTIuel Miller (lied, Nov. 29, 1855, ag'ed, 83 . yTS. 

Sylvia Mille r dieel. MilY 8, ISG6, ag"d, 88 years. 

Jolll1 Greel1wood died, Jan. 39. IS43, reo 80 yrs. 

Rutb GreenwoOd died" Apr. 5, J8:,6, aged, S9 yrs. 

Beuja . Willard died, Aug. 5, IS74, ag"d, 86 yrs. 

Lydia Willard died, lIiay 6, 1874, aged, 85 years . 

Betsy Huntley elied, Nov. 13, 1835, agee1, 85. yrs. 

Dan'l Belknap died, Aug. 23, 1862, ag"ed, 89 yrs. 

Wm. R.obel'tson died, OcL. 17, 1841, aged, ~1 yrs. 

l\ial'Y RobertRon died, biar. 15, 1S4'Z, aged , 88 Y1's. 

Zeraviah Stoddard died , Jan , ~Z, 1863, reo 92 yrs. 

Rachel WilSOll dled, Jan. 1, 1861 , aged'8'l years. 

David Live rmore d. Jau. ZS, 1Si9, aged , SI yrs. 

Olive J.. iVel'1l101'e d. Aug', 31,1875, aged, $4 years. 

Jacob Prescott, d. July 4-. lS76, aged, 98 y"p.nl'~, 

"\Vheaton "'ilsoll , d, Jan.:31 1B;4, agel], ::;; Yf"ars. 

D,lYiu Baily (I, )Iar. 19, 1867, ngetl l Sf) ye.• .u's, 

John Whitney <1iol1, Oct. 13, I&J9, age(l,~~ yrs. 

il1ary, w. of 'rilly WilLler, d. Apr, 15,1832, a. 

Tirzft,h, w. of Dl:l.n'l Goss, d. Apr. ~1, 1& 3. t'1. . 84 . 

Sally Wooe1 w. of Enos Goss, Jiar. 4, 1S65, u. 8 3. 
I Henry 'villard ciierl , Aug. 16, ]850, aged~ 84 yl'~. 

Sarah Gleason died, Oct, 21, 1849, aged, 9"3 JTS. 

L ydia, w. of Capt, Isaac Burllett, Jan. IS47, a. d8 

Abiga il , w. of Scth Hudson, Nov. 10, 1821, a.81. 

Phineas Pratt, died, .Jun e 9, 1831, ageel, 00 Yl',s, 

L, ,",Yn]. Leonard, died, Oct. 13, 1&2S, aged, 93. 

Mrs. Thomas Dp.tterly d., Nov. 26,1839, aged, &~. 

'I.'bomas Betterly died, June %, 1836, aged, 8:;. 

Sebra Knight died, ~ov. 8, 1847, aged, SI years, 

:nfl'S. Saruuel 13etterly d., Jan. 15, 1875 , aged, 84. 

Capt. SU1l1tH.ll B etterly d. , Apr. 1, 1870, ageel, Ti. 

Lincolu Bixby died , Oct. 17, ISaD aged,:''2 yen,rs. 

Mr,;. Lincoln Dbcby d. 1\1ar. 11, 18Gg, aged, 78. 

Plmso:ss I.JH:SG r:s TOWN -18S0. 


Orrin L. Beunett, age, 8,; Polly BemiS, SO; 


Sylvester G. D e w ey, 81; Mrs. Lydia Estabrook, 

81; Mary Gleason, 81; ~rr" . Rebecca Gates, 80. 

Wraltslow Holton, fl'2; .lIrs. Sopbia H:lyen , 85. 

Jairus Havell, 90; ~irs. Susan K .l1i.gllt, &) ; )1.1'5. 

Rosanna Langhton. 84; Asa LaugbtoD! $3; )11's. 

Ja cob 

Pierce, 87; 1111'S. Elanor B. Perry, 131; 

IPilila 1I1Hler, SO; George ~iehols, 8.3 ; 

Mrs. 

Anna Stockwell, 85, 

lI11·s. B etsey J. , wife of SImeon Reed, died, 

Mal'. 3, 1881, aged 84.. Simeon Reed died . in IS,5, 

aged, 78 years. 

SlMEf,N REED AND WIFE. 

SimeonReed was the son of Mr. John 
Reed one of the first. settlers'in Putney. 
He removed to that town from Dighton, 
:Mass., settled on ",,"Vest Hill," where 
there was good rocky soil, lived there 
many years, a.nd died, 1840, aged 83. 
Simeon Reed bought the Renben Smead 
place in this town in 1852, where he 
lived when he died. Mrs. Reed. his 
wife, was the daughter of Capt. Amos 
Joy, of Pntney. She was born in that 
town in 1795, and belonged to a large 
family of children, only two of whom 
are now living---Rev. Amariah Joy of 
Joyfield, Mich. and Thomas Joy of 
Woodstock, Vt. Before her marriage, 
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Mrs. Reed was a school teacher. She church was taKen down. The first 
taught the school in Dis. No.1, Dum- church was built about the year 1777. 
merston Centre, in the cold summer of At the raising, the frame was so heavy 
1816, and has often said in reference to 
the coldness of that season, that at times 
she was obliged to we!tr a &hawl in the 
,school-room and get into the sunshine 
to make herself comfortable. 

CHURCH HISTORY. 

CHAPTER II. 

[Cont~nuedf,.om page 89. ] 

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH. 

After the dismission of Mr. Beckley, 
Rev. Eber Child supplied the pulpit 
most of the time until May 19, 1840, 
when 

REV. NELSON BARBOUR. 

was installed. The council for Mr. Bar
bour's installation consisted of Rev. Mr. 

that tlie carpenters were obliged to sus
pend operations a few hours until mOTe 

men could be obtained from Putney to 
assist in rmsmg the building. The 
church was not finished for several 
years. At first, it was shingled and the 
frame -covered with rough boards; 
planks were used for seats. Meetings 
were held ab(/ut 2 years before the 
church was organized. :Mr. Farrar 
may have preached that length of time 
previous to his installation in 1779. 

During Mr. Barbour's ministry, 22 
persons joined the church by profession 
and 15 by letter. He was dismissed 
Apr . 6, 1846. The council for that 
purpose consisted of Rev . H. N. Graves 
of Townshend, Rev. Alfi'ed Stevens of 

Walker, pastor of the church in East Westminster West, Rev. Danvin Adam 
Brattleboro, Rev. C. Kidder in West 
Brattleboro, Rev. Calvin R. Bacheldor 
in Westminster East, Rev. Jubilee 'Well
man in VI{estminster West ,Rev. Horatio 
N. Graves in Townshend, Rev . . L. S. 
Collml"ll in Fayetteville, and Rev. Amos 
Foster in Putney -; Rev. Seth S. Arnold 
moderator; Rev. C. Kidder, scribe; 
invocation and reading the Scriptures, 
by Rev. C. R. Bacheldor ; introductory 
prayer, Rev. H. N. Graves; sermon, 
Rev. Charles Walker; installing prayer, 
Rev. C. Kidder; charge to the pastor, 
Rev. S. S. Arnold; right hand of fel
ship, Rev. Amos Foster; addres~ to the 
people, Rev. J. 'Vellman; concluding 
prayer, Rev. L. S. Colburn. 

of Fayetteville, and Rev. Amos Foster 
of Putney. He died in Georgia, Vt. 
July 31,1867, aged 60 years, 9 months, 
23 days. He was born in Bridport, Vt., 
Oct. 8, 1805, son of James and Dorcas 
D. Barbour; graduated at Middlebury, 
1831, at Andover 1834; for a year, he 
was agent of the American Sunday 
School Union; but near the close of 
1835, commenced preaching in Saxton's 
River village, and was ordained pastor 
of the Congregational church in that 
place Dec. 15, 1836. Rev. Henry B. 
Homer of Springfield preached the Ser
mono His pastorate at Saxton's River 
was quite successful. A house of WOl'

ship was built, a great revival took 
Mr. Barbour's salary was $450, paid place, and the membership of the church 

semi-annually. The amount wa~ raised 
by a tax made on the grand list of each 

member of the church, excepting what 
was obtained from others connected 
with the society. In 1842, a new 
meeting-house was built and the old 

20 

was nearly doubleri. He was dismissed 
Sept. 26, 1839. 

He was installed pastor of the church 
in Dummerston, May 10, 1840. Rev. 
Charles Walker of Brattleboro preach
ed the sermon. A house of worship 
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was built during ilis IJastorate and fif
teen or more conversions took place. 

He was dismissed Apr. 6, 1846. 

After leaving Dummerston in 1846, 
he became agent of the Protestant So
eiety, in which service he continued 3 
years . FroID March 1840 to March 
1852, be was acting pastor in T.,angelon, 
:N. H.; installed in vVolfboro,June 16 , 
'52 , Rev. B. P. Stone, D. D., preal.h· 
ing the sermon ; dismissed Nov. 27, '54 ; 
from Mar. 1856 to Dec. 1858, acting 
pastor in Cummingtoll, Mass .; for a 
yearor more,preached in J amaica, Vt. ; 
early in 1861, became actiug pastor in 
Sul1ivan, N. H., for nearly 3 years; 
1st, Sabbath Oct. 1866, preached at 
West Fairlee, Vt. ; ~ov. 1866, began 
preaching in G eorgia, and there con
tinned till his death, preceded by a siCK
ness of ouly a few days, aft.er 33 years 
of ministerial service. H e was a sound, 
earnest, self-denying home m.issionary, 
sometimes blunL, yet gentle to all. He 
loved music, loved Christ, and an good 
men. H e married, 1st, Aug. 24, 1835, 
Laura Ripley of Middlebury, who died 
~Iay 8, 1846, aged 41 years; 2d, Apr. 
25, 1849, Ruth Dunklee of Brattleboro, 
who died Oct. 29, 1854, aged 38 years; 
3d, Oct. 15, 1855, Mary Willard of 
Rockingham. 

REV. J3ENJAnUN F. FOSTEI{ 

'Nas the fifth settled minister of this 
church; was born in H anover, N. H., 
JUDe 16, 1803, and was the son of 
Richard and Esther (Jewell) Foster. 
H e was early consecrated to God by hi s 
pions parents, and his youth was marked 
by a conscientious regard for everyth ing 
of good report. One who knew him 
from childhood, says: "He was au 
honest ch iId, and an honest yonth." 
Those who knew him in manhood can 
say he was an honest man. H e learned 

the trade of a tauner which o(:<;npatioll 
he felt it his duty to le!tve after hi s ('00

versie-D, at the age of seventeen and Cll

tered upon a conrse of stndr with the 
ministry in vie-n·. 

He united the same .'-ear w ith the 
Congregational chw-cb in H anoyer . -:.:. 
H., nnder the pastorate of R eL .Josiah 
Towne. 

H e nttet! for eolluge at Kim.baD L nion 
Academ}", :lIcr-iden , N. H., and was 
graduated at Amherst io the class of 
1829 : after which be studied theology 
witb tbe Rev. Silas McKeen, D. D., of 
Bradford, and was licensed at Post 
MiJls, Vt.,Aug. 2, 1831 , by the Orange 
A~sociation. 

For a few mont.I;~, he pj'eached in 
vVaterford afcerwards in Amoskeag, 
(no" Manchester) N. H., and was 
ordained there as au evangelist in :Mar. 
1832. The R ev. Edward L. Parker of 
Londonderry preached the sermon. 

He was installed N OL 13. 1833, 
pastor of the Congregational church in 
Salisbury. The Hey. ~. Bonton , D. 
D., of COllcord preached the sermOll . 
During his ministry at Salisbury there 
occurred several seasons of special reli
gious interest, the most marked in the 
winter of 1842-43, when he admitted to 
the church forty by profession and forty 
by letter. H e was rlismissed July 23, 
1846, on aeCoLlnt of ill health, and in
stalled at Dummerston Sept. 30, 18,16. 
The Rev. Amos Foster , bis brot.her , 
preached the sermon . 

After a pastorate of more than 21 
years, he was dismissed Dec. 18, 1867, 
by the same council that installed his 
SLlccessor, he having been unable to 
preach only occasionally for more than 
a year, previous . During his ministry 
fifty four joined the church by profession 
and twenty-three by letter. 
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jHl'. Foster was a hard-working, earn- I Ellen, o. Apr. 0, 1841. d. Oct. 9,1841. 
,es t, faithful preacher [lild pastor. His In Aug. 1846, he married .Mr s. M ary 

.sern:ons were plain , direct and instrnc-, P erry of :i\1anchester, N. H. , now liv
tive; and it ,vas evident t.o his heal'el's ing, (1879) by whom he had Nellie F. 
that he sought only to do them good by born in May 184·7. His oldest and 
his preaching. 

He was interested in all movement.s 
for the good of the community, and 
espccially in schools. He was for many 
ycars superintendcDt, of schools in Dum
merston, and whcn suffcring much was 
faithful to that tmEt. His health was 
a lways pOOl'; rarely was hc free from 
pain. Hence he was often greatly 
depressed under the cares of the winis
try. Yet ·there was a vein of' cheerful

ness in his constitution th"'.t made him 
.always companionable , his presence 
dcsirable, and his home a welcome place 
to friends. H e was, however , constitu
tionally desponding, and a lways thought 
little of him.self and his attainments, 
while esteemed by his brethren in the 
ministry as an able divine and good 

critic. 

H e loved revivals, and labored earn
·estly to promote them, and mourned 
t.hat he had not been able to win more 
souls to Christ. He died Nov. 2, 1868, 
caged G5 ),e8.l'S, trusting in the ~aviour 
he had preacheLl, ' as he had preaehed 
him fol' 37 years. Rev. A. Stevens of 
\Yest.minster W,.est, preached the funera.l 
sermon, wkil1g for his text Eph. 2: 8. 

Mr. Foster married Apr. 19, 1832, 
Ruth Hovey Kimball, of Hopkinton , N. 
II. , who c1iedJnn e 3, 1845, aged 38 
years; 	by whom hc had 5 children. 

Edward C01'llelius, b. Jan. 17. 1834, 
d. 	Mal'. 31, 18 7G. 

Benjamin, b. Sept. 11, 1836, rl. Sept. 
28, 	183G. 

Frederick "Webs ter, b. Sept. 10, 1837, 
d. 	July 1G, 1838. 

William Henry, b. July15, 1839 ; 

youngest sons were soldiers in the army 
of the Union; the former, 

EDWARD C. FOSTER, 

being connected at different times ,Yith 
three vYisconsin regimcllts, and the lat
ter, William H. being for three years a 
member of Co. C. 3d Yt. Regiment. 

REV. AUGUSTUS CHANDLER 

was iustalled pastor, Dec. 18, l8()/ ; 
sermon by the Rev . Nathaniel Mighill 
of Brattlebor') , Yt. He was the 
sixth pastor of this church and WlJf 

inswlled the same day that his prede
cessor, Rev . 1\11'. Foster, was dismiss
ed, Aug. 24, 1870. He was born in 
\Yoodstock, Ct., Dec. 1, 1830,and was 
the youngest of nine brotbers, all of 
wbom grew to manhood and aSS1Imed 
prominent places in life. Two otbers 
are clergymen. H e took his collegiate 
COUlSC at vVi.lliams college and was 
graduatedatA7.1c1overTheo.Sem.,1859 ; 
ordained and pastor at Saxton's River 
1 year; lll. Lucy 1. Lord, 1860; from 
1860, abont three years prcached in 
Lempster, N. H. ; often at Strafford, 
Y t., about 3 years, alld was settled over 
the church in Dummerston ill 18G7, but 
after a year and a half was obliged by 
failing health to discontinue the minis
try but followed the occupation of book
agent until, in the spring of 1875, when 
he became proprietor of t.he Record and 

and Fitl'luer, where !tis ral'e working 
powers, anrl ability as a writer, gave his 

journal a reputation not often achieved 
by country journals. Mr. Chandler was 
an energetic promoter of tempersnce 
principles, and gave many of his best 
efforts in favor of stringent liqllOl' laws 
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and their enforcement, even to the sac
rifice of that business gain which all 
men seek.' In private life, he was a 
good citizen, a kind husband and indul
ge nt father; a wife and three children 
survive him." 

We are indebted to "The Vermont 
Record" for this account of the Rev. 
Mr. Chandler, condensed, mostly, from 
an obituary in that paper soon after his 
aeath. 

He resigned his charge in this town 
July 10, 1869, and 

REV. LEVI G. CHASE 

preached during the remainder of the 
year. He completed his studies at An
dover during the winter and spring and 
received a call to become the pastor of 
this church June 24, 1870 ; was ordain
ed Aug. 24, same year. He was a 
taitWul minister, a good preacher, and 
labored zealously for the welfare of the 
church during the 7 years, till failing 
health compelled him to resign the pas
torate, Sept. 10, 1877; much to the 
regret of his people. The acceptance of 
llis resignation was ddayed more tha.n 
a year, his congregation hoping by rest 
he might regain his health, but their 
expectation failing, he was dismissed 
Mar. 5, 1879. 

REV. HENltY MARDEN 

of New Boston, N. H., became ading 
pastor during the winter of 1877 '78. 
He had been a missionaray at Aintab, 
Turkey about 6 years, for the Missions, 
till the death of his wife in Aaintab, 
when he returned to New Boston with 
his two small children. While preach
.ing in Dummerston, he was again re
quested by the Board to resume his wod, 
in Turkey, and with his family, sailed 
from New York, Oct. 19,1878, arrived 
at Marden, Turkey, Dec. 7th. His 
present field of labor is in Turkey. 

REV. JOSIAH lIiERRILL. 

succeeded Rev. Mr. lVIardell as acting 
pastor, Jan. 24, 1880. He was born 
in Otisfield, Me., Jail. 13, 1819, SOll or 
Rev. JosiaIl G. Merrin, then pastor of 
the Congregational church in that place. 
He united with the cIrID'ch at Cape Eliz
abeth, Me. ; fitted fm y college partly at 
the academy at N ortIl Bridgton, partly 
at Gorham academy, Me.; graduated 
at Dartmouth in 1841 i studied theology 
at Andover and Bangor; graduated in 
1844 ; preached about 8 mos. at Rock
ville, Ct., abt. 18 mos. at Eastport,Me.• 
oTdained· over 'White River church, Vt., 
Mar. 11848, Rev. Dr. Haddock, Darl
mouth c(}l1ege, preaching the sermon. 
He was settled over the church at Wis
casset, 1\'Ie., in July 1557; sermon by 
Rev. Henry D. Moore of Portland. 
From the autumn of 186 i to the spring 
of 1877, he resided at Cambridge, :\bss. 
aod supplied during all that time a 
church at South Franklin, Mass. H e 
was pastor of the church in Dummers
ton nearly 4 years and became pastor of 
the church in Troy, N. H., Nov. 1, 
1883. He was a v"ery acceptable pastor 
during his stay in Dummerston , and the 
people regretted very much that he 
should deem it :lecessary to resign and 
accept a n"!w field oflahol'. MI'. Merrill 
had no family while here, his wife hav
ing died some years ago . H e mal'l'ied 
Miss Philomedia Henrietta Converse, of' 
Portland, Me. ,Aug. 23, 1848 ; children: 
Henrietta A., b. July 2, 1849, d. aged 
6 years; Caroline Adelaide, b. Mar. 9, 
]851, m. Rev. Fred Lyman Allen, of 
'\Valpole, N. H. ; Henry F., b. June 
15, 1853, now in the revenue service at 
Shanghai, China; James C., b. Jan. 
15, 1856, now in business at Chicago; 
Frederick J., b. Feb 22, 1859, now in 
Kansas; Helen Isadore, b. Apr. 5,1860, 
m. Lawrence Mayo, of Boston; Ida A. 
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b. Jan. 5, 1865, a graduate in 18831 on the same conditions that Simeon 
from the Framingham State Normal Colby built his pearl ash and shed 
school. works in 1791. 

THE PARSONAGE. REV. ALVIN D. FRENCH. 

Rev. Joseph Farrar occupied the " Rev. Alvin D'l\lcan French died in 
house , during his residence in town, Denmark, Iowa, Oct. 25, 1866, agecl 
where the Rev. Aaron Crosby Eved on 52. H e was born in Dummerston, a 
the Dr. W alker place. The house be- son of Ephraim and Priscilla (Duncan) 
longing or standing on the minister's lot. French, and was nearly self-educated 
In 1789, the town voted to have a well though he spent several terms a t Brat
dug on the town lot within 3 rods of the tleboro Academy, and during a part of 
house in the most convenien t place, and the year 1836, was a student in the 
Abel Butler dug the well for $50 hard Teachers Seminary at Andover, Mass . 
money. Rev. Mr . Crosby builtin 1796, in the fall of 1837, he wen t to Borden
a wen-curb, or more propcrly, a we1l- town, N. J., open cd a select school and 
house with windows in 1t, for which he conducted it very successfully nearly 4 
asked the town to pay; but the town years; then a similar school in Jackson, 
refused to pay for it. This well is on J\1iss., for 18 months. While a teacher 
the place now owned by Dea. R. P. he pursued classical and theological 
Pratt. Rev. Hosea Beckley had for a studies, and in June 1842, was licensed 
residence the house now called the " Ran- to preach by the Susquehanna River, 
dall place," which tb.en st~ocl a few rods (Pa.) Association, thence to August... 
north of its presen t site. It was moved 1843, was acting pastor of the Congre
to its preSe1)t location by Asa Dutton gational churches in Jackson and New 
and used for a time as a store. Its Milford , Pa. and in connection with his 

former site was ubed for a situation on labors, an interesting revival occurred 

which to build a new house for Rev. inMilford: R eceiving a call to Centre 

N elson Barbour. a nd which Rev. B. F. Lisle, N. Y., l1e commenced preaching 

Foster afterwards purchased for a home there Apr. 1, 1843 ; was ordained pas

stead. The Randall house first stood tor, June 4, 1844, and during his mirr

on the hill near Clark Bacon's, and a istry there, a church was huilt and 

blacksmith, Ebenezer 'Wait, lived there. several revivals took place; at his own 

The buildings are on the south side req1lest he was dismissed Dec. 1,185-5, 

of the common . In 1793, Enoch Cook to go W" est in the service of the Amer

wa~ hireu Ly the town to remove the ican Home Missionary society; he went 

fence on the old burying-ground south to Eddyville, Iowa, early in January, 

side of the common, and layout the 1856 ; was installed pastor, Oct. 8, 

land into house lots and sell the same at 1858; two powerful revivals oc-curred 

" Public Vendue.' Probably the build rduing his ministry. H e remained till 

ings thereon were huilt not long after failing health compelled him to discon

they were sold at a uction. tinue preaching. H e married Sept. 25, 
1837, Caroline A. Clark , a native of 

POT-HOUSE AND PEARL-ASH. 
Dummerston, ", daughter of Amasa 

In 1796 , David Leavitt got a vote of Clark. 

the town to let him "set up his pot
 "P. H. W·." in "The Ver
house on the east side of the common mont R ecord," D ec. 19,1866. 
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THE OLD WELL ON THE COMMON 

The old well in di e north-east corner 
of the common that supplies fOllr f>,m
ilies with wat·er constantly, also, the 
church-going pe<)ple once a week with 
clear, cold, sparkling water fresh from 
"the moss-coyererJ, iron-bound bucket 

/ by Eben Ash in 1801. 

TIlE OLD rOUND . 

The old ponnd wall Ileal' the ledges. 
west ot' the common, a part of which is 
now standing, was built for the town by 
Benjamill Alvord in the fal1of1796, for 
$36. The size of the wall was 4 feet 
at the base, 2 feet at the top , 6 ft. ltigh, 
perpendicular inside, and 2 rods clear 
inside. Mr. Alvord was "not to go, 
for the stones, over 4 rods west frOID 
the tup of tite ledge, west of the ponnd 
spot, and as far DortL a" thl:. old. pound," 

given to the firm of ~oyes & Hayes, 
dated in DlIl"llITlCrstoll, one June 26, 
1816, the oth,;r March 6, 1817. A 
receip t for goods purchased at the store 
of" Noyes & Birchard" in Dl1mmer~
ton, dated April 29 , 1818. These pa
ers help confirm the statement, about 

that rOSe from the well," is the one dug Ithe time when these parties were in 
trade here in Dummerston, and that 
John Noyes remained ill Lown for a
while after the dissolution of the firm, 
Noycs & Hayes, in 1817. The receipt 
given 1>)' Noyes & Bil'clia,d reads liS 

follows: 

2 qts St. Rum (Saint Croix,) .75 
1-4 lb. Tobacco, .1~ 

J -4 lb. H. T. [Hyson Skir,] Tea, .23 

S1.l7 
N0n:~ &, BIRCHARD. 

By H.. Birchard. 

The old pound built of round poles was I " Sir: we shall have Bohea Tea, N. 
located at the foot of the ledge west of 

the meeting-house. 

THE OLD NOYES & HAYES STORE 

occupied by the firm of Noyes & Hayes , 
afterwards by N oyes & Birchard , and 
now used for a dwelling-house and shoe
maker's shop, was built by Simeon 
Colby for a store, and stood on the north 
side of the old meeting-honse, west of 
the road. The town gave him pet'mis
sion trJ build the store and II'here to 
locate it , Sepr. 6,1791. 1\1:ar. 16,1795, 
the town voted to have J aSOll Dnr.can 
move the store to its present site, and 
the town was to receive $5 a year, rent 
for the ground on which it stands so 

·long as the buildingw fl,s used for astore. 

'oV e have seen a few notes ancl receipts 
that were connected wi~h the bllsiness 
here between the years 1812 alld1817. 
A promissory note given to the firm of 
Noyes & Mann , dated" Brattleborough 
J uly 23 , 1813." Two other noles, each 

E. Rum and fi sh in a week." 
The statement has been made that 

Noyes, :i\'Iann & Hay0s were in trade in 
,his town in 1812. To cOllfinll the 
statement, ly e copy a note. 

"DuJUmer;,ton, Mal'. 9, 181:2. 

For value Ree'd. of Noyes, .Th1:anll & 
_rayes IVe jointly and seyera.lly promise 
to pay them 01' their order fifty-six 
Dollars UpOll demand with interest. 

\Vitlless Ollr hands , Samuel Dutton, 
A sa D nttoll." 

For 1817, we find the following re
ceipts : 

Dummerston, Aug. 20, 1817, 

.!H,'. Sargeant Bot of Noyes & Birchard, 
1 1-2 gal. ,Yo 1. Rum, a 8 ets., $2.00 
1 lb. BI·o\\,n Sug«r, a 17 cts., .17 
1-211>. Loaf Sugar, .16 

$2.33 
Charged to :Mr. Samuel Dutton, Jr. 

NOYES & BIRCHARD. 
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In all these old receipts the ex
pense for rum generally exceeds that 
for groceries. 

Ru'rHERFORD HAYES. 

[Written during the presidential campaign 
1876, by the Dummerston correspondent of the 
"Vermont Phcenix. "J 

William Miller) a life long resi
dent of Dummerston) now living 
(1876) at the age of 87 years) was 
well acquainted with Rutherford 

company home) were doomed to be 
disappointed; for he made no choice 
among the anxious ones) but select
ed a very respectable) quiet appear
ing young lady) who had not the 
least thought of receiving an invita
tion from him. The night' was 
very dark. It was about one mile 
to the lady)s home. 

When Mr. Hayes and his lady 
left the company amidst the frown
ing of the disappointed) they passed 

Hayes, father of Governor Hayes) I through the east door, supposing 
who became and now is (1879) pres- I they could walk directly to the road. 
ident of the United States. Mr. Much to their surp'ise) after walking 
Hayes was a member of the firm) a"few feet) they stepped directly off 
Noyes & Hayes) and Mr. Miller a wharfing, three or fom feet high) 
often traded at their store in this and fell plump into a mud-hole 
town. He now uses a very good where the family were accustomed 
razor which he bought of Mr. Hayes 
in 1814. 

During the autumn of 1812, or 
about a year before the marriage of 
Mr. Hayes to Miss Birchard of Wi l
mington) a pleasing incident hap
pened to him) it 
here to relate. 
grandfather of 
who now lives 
owned by his 

may not be amiss 
Jacob Laughton, 

to throw waste-water. N either of 
them were much hurt) but the 
lady)s white dress waS very much 
soiled. Mr. Hayes was exceedingly 
embarassed for fear that Miss FalT) 
[for that was the young lady)s nameJ 
would think he had blundered on 
purpose; but he apologized for their 

Austin Laughton mishap and assured Miss Farr that 
on the same farm 
grandfather) then 

lived in the old house which was 
burned to the ground so'me twenty 
years ago) neal' the site of the new 
house. His family had a quilting 
party at which the ladies were in-
vi ted to be presen t in the afternoon 
and the gentlemen in the evening. 
Among the latter was Rutherford 
Hayes. 

When the evening)s amusement 
had ended, the gentlemen were ex
pected to escort the ladies home. 

he was entirely ignorant of the situ
ation and supposed the path led di
rectly to the road. Fortunately no 
one observed them and they reached 
home without further misfortune.)) 

When Mr. Hayes was married to 
Miss Birchard) he first lived for a 
short time in the red house) after
wards owned and occupied many 
years by Benjamin Estabrook, whose 
first wife was the Miss Fan men
tioned. From that house he moved 
into the large two-story residence 
now occupied by Mrs. Asa Knight, 

Mr. Hayes being a young man of south of the common and very near 
good character and position) was a to the store where the firm, Noyes) 
very desirable escort for the ladies. Mann & Hayes were doing business. 
But the most expecta.nt ones for his When the firm dissolved partner
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ship, the profits of the last year in his uncle at Fayetteville, Aug. 17, 
trade were $3000, which was shared 1877, the following interesting rem
equally among the partners. iniscences were printed in the Bos-

John Noyes, a member of the ton Journal of Aug. 18, 1877: 
firm, m. Polly Hayes, a sister of "In the town of Dummerston upon 
Rutherford Hayes. Names of chil- a plateau which commands a charm
dren recorded: ing view of the fertile valley, are 

Haniet Hayes, born July 5,1817; several interesting mementoes of the 
Oharlotte Augusta, born March Birchard and Hayes families. 

2, 1819. On the south side of the common, 
Mr. Noyes was called at that ti.me connected with a large, modern 

one of the richest men in Windham wooden structure, stands the little 
county. He moved to Putney from store in which Rutherford Hayes, 
this town, about 1819, where he father of the President, first embark
died in 1841, October 26, aged 78 ed in business as a member of the 
years. A daugh tel' of his was mar- firm of Noyes, Mann and Hayes. 
ried to Larken G. Mead, Esq., of The partners came from West Brat
Brattleboro, and thus his SOD, Lark- tleboro and set up a country store, 
in G. Mead, the sculptor, is a distant whp.re they con tinued to do business 
relative of President Hayes. for several yea.Ts. The firm dissolved, 

When the father of President and John Noyes and Rutherford 
Hayes left Dummerston in 1817, Hayes united their fortunes and 
and went to Ohio to seek a home opened a store in a large two-story 
there for himself and family, he left building, painted red, which still 
his wife and children with the fam- stands on the east side of the green, 
ily of Mr. Noyes in whose residence and is now occupied by a venerable 
Mr. Hayes and family lived. I cordwainer. A portion of the sec- -... 

Mrs. Hayes was very much op- ond story was fitted up as a ball
posed to her h'.1sband's going West rOom, and here in ye olden time the 
and could not be persuaded to re- rustic belles and berLUs were wont to 
main long in the family of Mr. tip a light fantastic toe to the music 
Noyes, but moved in to a small of the violin. The ceiling, from 
building which then stood just east which great patches of plaster have 
of the store where she and her chil- fallen, is arched, and along the sides 
dren remained till her husband re- of the hall are permanent seats, in
turned and took them to their West- nocent of paint, which have grown 
ern home in Deleware, Ohio. The brown with age. The place is des
bnilding which she occupied for a titute of ornament or furniture, con
time, was afterwards removed to a ·tains a spinning-wheel and several 
site opposite William Miller's, and old chests and trunks. In this build
used for many years as a work-shop ing Mr. Hayes carried on business 
by J. E. Worden. between the years 1812 and 1817. 

Sardis Birchard, the wealthy un- The ki tchen and porch of the honse, 
cle of President Hayes, was once a now owned and occupied by Mrs. 
clerk in the store for Noyes & Hayes; Asa Knight, were built by Mr. 
and while visiting his relations H ayes and are still in a good degree 
in Fayetteville in 1871, he called of preservation. One of his chil
with his brother, Hon. Austin Birch- dren, a son, born in this house, was 
ard, and examined the long two- drowned while skating on the Ohio 
story red building where he began river a few years after the family 
his career as a clerk. The other emigrated to Ohio." 
brother, Roger Birchard, was also, It was a little singular that 
at one time a clerk for the same firm . while these facts were be-

When President Hayes and his ing obtained at the house 
family came to Vermont and visited of Mrs. Knight, the photograph 
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of Miss Mary Birchard, the cOllsin of 
President Hayes, who fell a victim 
to the Ashtabula disaster, should be 
presented. Traditions ilJnstrative 
of the character of the father of the 
President who is pronounced a very 
"set)) man, who had to be convinced 
that a thing was right before he 
would do it, are rife among the older 
residents, and to these the visit of 
the son, with honor crowned, has an 
added interest. 

JONAS MANN" 

who was in town with Noyes and 
Hayes, married Mary Negus, daugh
ter of Joseph Negus, who married 
Rosanna Miller, sister of John B. 
Miller's father. A dau¥hter of Gen. 
Mann's married 001. ,,\ m. L. Marcy 
of New York, secretary of war under 
Polk's administration. Secretary 
Marcy'S daughter was married to 
Gen. George B. McClellan, making 
him a distant connection of the Mil
ler family in this town. 

BIOGRAPHY 

AND FAUILY MEMORIAL PAPERS OF 

SETTLERS BEFORE 1800, CONCLUDED. 

DR. THOMAS AMSDEN. 

[ Gontimted from page 95.] 

The following information, show
ing Dr. Amsden's line of ancestry 
from the first emigrant ancestor 
down to his own family, has been 
furnished to the writer by W. U. 
Amsden, of Lebanon, N. H., while 
this history was in press: 

Isaac Amsden came from England 
to America about 1654. He married 
Frances Perriman at Oambridge, 
Mass. , June 8, 1654. They had two 
children, Isaac and Jacob. Isaac 
married Jane Rutter of Sudbury, at 
Oambridge, May 11, 16"17. They 
had six children. Abraham, the 
youngest, born Oct. 15, 1692, mar
ried Hannah Newton of Marlboro, 
Mass., Nov. 29, 1722. They had six 
children. Jacob, the third child, was 
born May 28, 1'728, and married 

Mary ---, who died at Dummers
ton (?) in 1791. Their children 
were Thomas, the snbject of this 
sketch, born in Petersham, June 12, 
1752, married Patience, dau. of Oapt. 
Isaac Miller, in 1773 ; Bezaleel, J a
cob, and Joel. 

Dr. Thomas Amsden was a resi
dent of Dummerston during Revolu
tionary times. He removed wi til his 
family to Dana, Mass., where he died 
in 1811. 

He was chosen with Oapt. Leon
ard Spaulding to represent the town 
at the Legislature in 1778. 

His children were: Jacob, born 
June 1, 1774, married Lydia Rice; 
Polly, m. Joseph Smith; Louisa, 
m. Mr. Elliot; Martha, m. Reuben 
HoI ton of Dummerston; Justin; 
Lewis M., m. Sophia D. Wellington; 
Lyman fell overboard from the frig
ate Oonstitution; Roxanna, called 
Rosina, m. Benjamin Ohamberlin of 
Dummerston; Amory, m. Mary 
Ormsbl; Fanny, m. "a Boston 
man;' Azubah, m. Dea. Wood, of 
Brattleboro; Ira; Reuben and Mar
tha Holton lived for a time in the 
old toll bridge house at West Dum
merston, where she died. His daugh
ter, Fanny, manied Luther Thayer, 
and Martha, her sister, married Al
vin Alexander. 

Benjamin and Roxanna (Amsden) 
Ohamberlin lived where Fred Oros
by now resides, and their daughter, 
Rosina, taugh t school in this town. 

Jacob Amsden, who married Lydia 
Rice, had three sons, J aeob, William 
H ., and Thomas. 

Lewis M. Amsden had 8 children, 
one of whom,Thomas 0 ., now resides 
in Brattleboro. 

Amory Amsden had six children. 
His son, Ira, is now living at Buf
falo, N. Y. 

SAMUEL WAKEFIELD 

removed from Newfane to this town 
in 1784. He married Olive --, and 
was a resident of Guilford in 1716, 
where Samuel, .ir., was born, Oct. 25, 
17"(6, and m. Feb. 11, 1798, Sibyl 
Belknap of Dummerston. 

161 
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Thomas, son of Samuel, b. in 1779, 
Obediah, 1781, and Polly, b. 1783, 
were natives of Newfane. 

Olive was born in DUlllme~ston, in 
1785, Benoni, in 1788, and by a 2d 
wife, Joseph, in 1790, Elizabet b, in 
1792, and Lyman, in 1798. 

Olive, the wife of Samuel Wake
field, died 1788. 

Mr. Wakefield was a resident in 
the Hague, and first bought land of 
Daniel Taylor, and afterward made 
sales of land t.o Seth Briggs, Jesse 
.Manley, and John Whitney. 

Mr. Whitney was a neighbor to 
Mr. Wakefield, and his son, John 
Whitney, jr., married Sarah Oontent 
Wilson, May 28, 1839. 

DEA. THADDEUS THAYER 

married Rhobee Titus [ ?] of Ohes
terfield, N. H., and had a family of 
12 children. Adin, the eldest, born 
Jan. 29, 1785, m. Mary Ball; Otis, 
Rhobee, no record of marriage; 
Lewis married Lucine, dau. of Ves
pasian Miller, 2d; Thaddeus; Jona
than 1l1. Sally, dau . of Asa Dutton, 
Oct. 1816 ; Ebenezer; Luther, mar
ried 1st, Fanny Holton, 2d, Polly 
Pierce; Martha; Lydia, married 
Frazier Oampbell, of Westminster, 
Jan. 4, 1821; Hannah, m. Frederic 
Porter; Betsey. 

Rhobee, wife of Dea. Thayer, died 
Oct. 24, 1SFt, aged 5S. 

'rhe children of Jonathan and 
Sally Thayer were Asa, Stephen, 
Otis, Lorenzo D., Jonathan, Sarah 
A., Samuel 0., Martha A., Sarah 0., 
2d. 

The children of Luther and Fanny 
were Henry W., Oharles H., and 
Fanny E. 

JOHN FLARIDA 

and family. The name is now writ
ten Florida. John Flarida, sen. 
died Nov. 11, 17S5, aged 55. His 
widow, Silence Flarida, married 
William Winn. She died Oct. 3, 
1817, aged 63. 

John and Silence Flarida came to 
this town from Shrewsbury, Mass. 

It is not known how long he had 
been a resident when he bought a 
farm in the northeast part of the 
town, containing 58 acres for $1400. 

Their children were: John, jr., b. 
Dec. 5,1775, d.Mar. 11, 1S11; James 
m. Arathusli. Moore, Apr. 2, 1803; 
Sarah; Persis; Betsey, m. Jonas 
Clark; Ezra, m. Oatharine Olark; 
Joel. 

The children of Ezra and Oatha
rine Flal'ida were: Henrietta, Joel, 
Oatharine, George, Augusta, and 
Adaline, who married, 1st, George 
Norcross, of Ohesterfield, N. H., 2d, 
Alexandei' Rockwell. Henrietta 
married Warren Bingham; Oatha
rine m. Reed Paine; Augusta m. 
E. W. Hildreth. 

BENJAMIN WHITNEY. 

was in town before 1781. His daugh
ter Eshter, married Washington 
Burnham, Apr. 21, 1799. Their 
daughter, Polly, married, 1st, James 
Sargeant, Jan. 18, 1S17, who lived 
several years on the farm now owned 
by Lewis H. Lynde, and 2d, William 
Bemis. 

Washington Burnham was 
urowned and his widow married a 
second time and removed from 
town. She had two sisters, Sally and 
Polly. Sally m. 1st, Wm. Kelley, 
Feb. 14, 1802; 2d, Wm. Orosby, 
Feb. 9, 1S10. Polly m. 1st, Elijah 
W. Stearns, May 1, 1S07; 2d, Na
than Adams. 

Henry Whitney, who married 
Fanny Miller, was a nephew of Ben
jamin. Of their children, Betsey, 
born about 1802, m. Noble Holton, 
Jan. 24, 1821. Their children were 
Betsey, b. Feb. 6, 1822, Noble, b. 
May 22, 1S23, Marion, b. Nov. 10, 
1824, Sarah, b. Apr. 21,1835; Lydia 
m. Jerry Perry of Putney, Oct. 
23, 1S28; Fanny married Worden 
Babcock, June 15, 1829; Mary 
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(Dolly) m. Wm. Rice; H annah mar. Samuel Haclley, m. Betsey Wilder, 

;fi Plympton The other cbilrlren of Feb. t9, 180!. 

Henry 'Whitncy were Maria, Gatllarine ASA WHITE. 


Freedom, Lucy, 'Willi am, H enry, and lived near the Joseph. Temple plare . 

Charles. A daughter of lVIr. Worden He married ~ ov. 27, 1791, .Martha 

Babcock malTied P"rter Spencer of How, and both came from vVardsboro. 


Brattleboro. 

llENJAM:IN HADLEL 

Resided ill the south part of the town 
near Joshua V{ilcler's and hought his 
farm ofiVildcr Rice, his deed being dateu 
F eb. 12, 1791. He married Abigail 
Spaulding of Brattlebol:o. Their children 
were; 

Rnfus t, F eb . 9, 1797 m .•Joanna, 
dau . of Joseph Bemis. 

Lucinda, b. Apr. 21, 1798, married 
Daniel Attridge; 

Benjamin, Jr., b. J\fttl·. 3, 1800, m. 
Betsey, dau. of Joshua BWlis j 

Sybil, b. July 31,1802, died unmar..
ried, aged 25 years. 

Elvira. L. Jan. 14, 1807, m. William 
EalTett. 

Wilson, b. Sept.)9, 1809, m. Olive 
Bryant; 

Their children were Annis, Joanna, 

Ebenezcr , Asa, John, and Isaac. Annis 
married .rustns Scott., of "Vest.morcland, 
N. H. , and removed to that town where 
her husband tended for sevpral years 
what is now called Putney lower ferry . 

The parent.s of Mrs. White were 
Benjamin and Zen'iah How. Their 
children were Sarah, b. May 16, 1766 j 

Lydia, Zerviah, Alice , James, Molly, 
., Patty (Martha), Daniel, and Betty. 

LEVI CARYL 

McLrri ed Lucy Alvord, May 26,1791. 
Children j Betty, C. Dec. 9, 1791: 

Levi, 1794 d. infant; Levi, Aug. 8, 
1798,' m. Betsey Bemis, Aug. 17, 1817 . 
had Charles, Lucy J ane, Horace and 
Mary; Eli, b. June 17, lS00 ; Asa, 
1802; Syrene, 1803; Rebecca , 1805. 
Lucy Jane, Ill. Benjamin Ripley, Nov. 
G, 1825 

Lewis, b. Jan. 1816, m. Maria T. · ABIJAH CARYL 

'Whipple. married Anna Wanin""r , Aug. 27 1792, 

Benjamin H adley, sell., di~d in 1833, Children: Polly, born Nov. 6, 1793, 
aged 64. Moses, Apr. 20, 1795 : Lydia, Jan. 24, 

'ld f' R f L '11 1797; Sally, May 4,1799 j Charlotte,Tlle e h1 ren ou liS were ann a" . 
'd '1'1 L A

J ., Ed CU\.l es, aura nn,~ \Val,
"1 ,IT I E I' L' 
t orace, n ctrren , anl va me. eWlS 
· 11 'd IlL'
H ac ey reSl es on t w .parenta ,arm. 

Ebenezer Hadley ,brother to Uenjam1n, 
m. Jemima. He bought a farm of 
..Toshua Bemis in 1787 j children: Eben
,"zeT , ,Jr., b. in Brattleboro, Mar . 2, 
1782, 111. Sibyl Bemis, Oct. 6,1814 . 

Jonathan. b. in Dummerston, June 
.3, 1784; Levi, 178G; Benjamin, 1788. 

Jacob Hadley, m. 2'l1011y Rice, Nov. 
:20, 1788. 

June lu, 1801; Orin, 1803; Willard, 
~ . '" . 

180,; lUelvma, 1811. San", Ill. Amml" 
Fletcher of vVestford , Mass., WIfLr. 5
181S. 

ASA CARYL, 

brother of Abija~l, had Asa, Jr., who 
m. Submit Pierce, Jan. 4, 1816. He 
d. Jan. 22. 1830. Asa Sen. d. Jan. 
9, 1820. Lydia Caryl. m. Nov. 3, 
1795, Nathaniel Mastick. Sally Caryl, 
sister of Asa senior, died May 8, 1861, 
aged 85. Her sister, Polly, married 
MOS3S CutLer of New Braintree, Mass., 
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Oct. 30, 1784 ; c- hildren: Ephraim , b. 
POST-OFFICE BUSINl<:SS .in ~White Creek, .July :!2, 1785 rP ersis, 

b. in Marlboro, MaT. 8, 1787, m. 1st, I In . ~ooking up the po~t-ot!ice history 
]\11' . Babcock, :1r1, ,Jedediah Est2J1l'ook. ' for tIns tOWlJ, we supposed that a post
Sept. 16, 1810; Polly, h. in Rod,ing~ Ioffice record was kept by each P{)SL

11am, 1'\0'1., 13, 1789 ; Patty, b . in I?um- I maste r fLml banded duwn trom. one to 
merston, J< ell. 3 , J 791 ; Lovice, h. Sept, anothel' who succeeded to that olfice> 
30 , 17!i2, lWlrried D ec. 7, 1812, Lym.'l-n It~nt npon inquiry we fOLlml rw sll~h COIl
~Walker. Moses Cutter died about 1802 

a.nd hi s widow m. 2d, Jacob Tow n 
1\lay 19, 1803. 

&AlIIUEL PORTER, ESQ 

llnd Mehetabel, his wife; chiidren: 
Samner 'Vadsw0rth, b. No,' . 4, 1792: 
Henry Lee, D ec. 28, 1794; Frederick 
A ugustus, Sept. 5, 1796 ; Sophia C har
lotte, Aug. 26, 179~ ; Geo,ge vVash
ington, July 23 , ~800 ; Serell", Stella 
June 8, 1802; Aurelia P hilinda , July 
25, 1804; Charles Edward, SC}lt.. 2, 
1806. Samuel Porte}' , Esq. , died Feb. 
1D, 1810, aged 46 years. 

The w1fe of Hon. Samuel Porter was 
Mehetabel F letcher, eldest daughter of 
Maj . Gen. Samnel Fletcher, and she 
was 11ving in SpringfieJd, about 1850 
aged 90 years. 

SAMUEl" YV. PORTER,ESQ. 

Samnel 'V. Porter, the eldest SOIl of 
Judge S amuel Porter , r emoved from 
Dnmmerston to Springfield about the 
year, 1822 . He died in thlJ.t town Aug. 
1882, in his 90th year . 

t Il}U OL1S record was kep,t. PrevIOUS to -
1811 01"12, the peup-Ie ofDlunmerston
(tnd mallY other tuwns surrounding 
Brattleboro, got their lU,til at that post·· 
offi ('e. Charles Millel' was the first 
postmaster here and held the office at 
the time of his tIeath, Apr. 2, 1820. 
Edwin Sargeant ne:s:t held the office fOI" 
a short time and was succeeded by 
Lewis Hemy who held the prace tiII 
1832, when L '.kth er Allyn was appointed 
who held the office 21 year" . lL 1853, 
the post-oHice \\'as removed fi'om the 
taverll> kept ·by M I'. AJlyrx neal' the 
B·irehard place on the foad f]'jill Brat
tlebol'O to Pntney, to 1:llab H ollow, and 
was kept by Willanl C. ' Vi.1kius two or 
three yeal's until Randolph A. Knight 
was appointed . He remain ed in the 
office till Sept. 1st, 1861, atwlIich time 
'Vm. O. Miller received the pIace and 
i::- the present postmastel' in 1879. At 
the time, Mr. Knight was app-ointed y 

the post-office was removed to DnIllmer
ston Centre. 

WEST DUJIMERSTON POST-OFFICE. 

H e had lived in SpringfieTd 60 years, Iwas first kept. by Elder Ziba Howal'rl, 
-,vas in the Legislat.ure in 1827- 8, was Iand he had the {ullowing SLl ccessors ta 
County Judge fro m 1828 to 1838, and Ithat office: Dca. J olm Greeilwood. 
was a membcI' of the Council of Censors 
and of the first Senate in 1836--7. H e 
was Town Clerk 33 consecutive years, 
declining a re-election 18 months before 
his death. 

[A more complete. history of Hon. 
Samuel 'V. Porter may be expected to 
appear with the history of Springfield 
when published . ] 

N elson ,Yo 'VillanI , David Aiken, 
Charles Taft, Elih u 1\'1 . 'Vilson, Jo hn 
K . Leonard, and Noah B. Sam!'on, 
who is the present postmaster. 

A record of the post-office bu~iness has 
to be kept and sent to ' Vashington every 
month, or, quarter , and a copy ought, 
in every town, to be filed wit.h the 
Town Clerk . 
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DUMl\iER:-;TO~. 1C5 

Peter \Y orden, 2<1, was his oll ly son 
1802 r >lnd WltS made executor of the will. He 

SPELLlNG-t;OOK ~L-\KUL 

" DO~DIERST<)N, May 1,. 

" District of' Vermont-To wit: (L. 
:::;.) Be iL remembered, that on the thiTC1 
day of April, in th e twenty-sixth year 
year of the IndepelHlenee of the uuitecl 
States of America , Abner Kneeland, of 
said District, IJath deposited ill this 
Offie'e thE' Title of ft book, tile right 
whereof he claims as AL1thor; ill the 
words following, to wit: • The Child's 
Spelling Book, eontftilling Easy W 01'e1s 
from oue to four Svllables , intermixed 
wi th Lessons of E~~sy \Von1s to teach 
Children to read al~d to know thei r 
cluty. By Abner Kneeland, School 
Master.-Lea,·" this book and !JOti shall 
hrwe one bigger.' 

Cephas Smith, Clerk. 

The above Work will be published 
immediately. Price 1~ 1-2 cts . Also, 
TheAmeri<:an Defiuition .spelling Book. 
Price 37 1-2 cts." 

Probably these are the only books 
that 1u\"l7e E'ver been published uy a 
Dummers ton author. 

BIOGRAPHY CONCLUDED, 

so far as the writer has been able to 

inherited all his father's estate ill Amer
iea. In 1676, he was one of the largest 
tax-payers in Yarmouth. His will is 
dated .Jan. 9, 1680 and was proved 
l\Lt!'. 3, 1681. Hc was born probably 
iii England in 1609 and died at the age 
of 72 years . His wite, Mary Sears? or 
Winslow ? died, 1687. 

Samuel , a son of Peter, 2cl , W [LS a 
physician; was born 1646 ; Ill. Hopestill 
Holley, 1665; removed to Stonington, 
Ct., bctore 1715 flnd died 1716, aged 7i. 
Peter, 3d, son of Samuel, was born in 
Yannouth 1668 , m. Mary Holley 1693; 
d. Nov . 18, 1732, aged 64. One of 
hi~ two sons named in his will was 
Peter vVorden, Jr., 4th, a blacksmith. 
H e married Reuecea Richmond, lived 
in 'Westerly, R. I., and had 10 children. 
His son, J ohn , uorn 1724 ? m. Dorothy 
Satterly , and they were the parents of 
.John, 2d, Nathiln, Jo~eph , and Hannah, 

born 1761, who married Maj. Willi"m 

Miller, of Dummerston, the father of 

obta in it from their desenc1ants, of the I" Uncle Asa." 

families in Jhllllmers ton, except, tho'se 
in 'Vest Dummerston, that wil1 be giv
en together in another chapter. 

WORDEN FAMILY. 

PETER VVORDEN was the emigrant 
anee~tor of the \Yordens in this country 
,.,nd from him have descended at th e 
prescnt time 11 generations in Ameri ca. 
Hc came, probably, ii'om Clayton, Lan
cashire, in England, and after a short 
rr·~ic1enee iu Lynn, was amvng th e early, 
if not the first settlers in Yarmouth, 
l\i;\SS, His will dated Feb. 9 , I G38, is 
on record at Plymouth, Mass. It was 
proved, Mar. 5, 1638. He is cltlled 
" Peter ye eld"r" in the record. It is 
supposed he was bol'll about 1568 ane! 
died at the a;?'e of 7.''>. 

NATHEN WORDEN 

was a Baptist preacher ane! m ove(] to 
vVestmoreland, N. H. , 1778 , thell ce to 
Chestedielc1, 1786 , IV here he preaehed 
several years, extending his labors 
to K eene, Dummerston ~wll adjoining 
towns. Sylveslc.r, another SOli of Peter, 
,4th , b 17:3.1? HI. Rebecca. r1anghter of 
I chabod E ccleston. ] n :\1ay 1780. he 
came with bis fftrnily to Halifax, where 
he diee! before 1818. 

Peter, son of Sylvester, born Feb. 
20, 176G, 111. ~ ~p. 17, 1788, Rachel 
Ha1e who livee! to ])e 100 yea rs o]r1. He 
died in Halifax, aged 48; ,J. Eds()n, 
his son. b. 1808, attended the eommon 
and high schools of that town, and, for 
a time, the academy in West Brattle
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boro; tauglltschool, sLlccessflllly, for 13 
winters, in Halifax, Lcydon, Mass., 
Guilford, Putney, and DUll.llIH,rston_ 

He became a resident of this town in 
1830, and married, lHay 27, 18.'34. Eliza 
B., dan. of Ira and Jemima ('Vard) 
H,wen. They had three children of 
whom Gertrude E. and Gertrude L. E. 
diell ill childhood, and Eddie R. d. Aug. 
14, 1864, aged, 13 years. Mrs. Worden 
died Feb. 21, 1882, aged 67, and Mr. 
'Vorden is the only one left of a family 
of 12 children most of whom li\'ed to be 

quite aged. 

His occupation has been fanning, and 
the place which he now owns and culti
vates was settled by Thomas Clark in 
1770. He has been prominent in tOWll 
business many years; was selGctman in 
1860 and '61, has served as deputy sher
iff, constable and collector, and has been 
chosen many ti.mGs lll.oclerator of the an
nual town meetings; and has been many 
years, and still is, a justice of the peace. 

WILDER FAMILY, 

[ Conti111ted from page 148. ] 

Additional information in regard to 
Joshua 'Vilder is tlMt probably all an
cestor of his lived ill Shrewsbury in 
1732. Ward 111 his history of Shrews-
bury. Mass., saysJoshua 'Vilder (prob
ably from Lancester), m. Sarah, daLl. 
of Maj. John Keyes, Dec. 21, 1731, 
a.ld was then called of Shn,wsbury. 
She was added to the church in 1728. 
Thc children wcre Rosinah, b . .J uly 1, 
1732, the only one whose birth is o,n 
record here; J ohu, baptized Dec. 4, 

Some writer in a 8rattlcboro paper 
in 1848, reports having seen "four gen
erations in the fieln. ;" and writes of the 
mowing-bee, briefly mentioned in the 
notice of Mr. Wilder in tbe chapter of 
the old military men of Dum.lllerston. 

Says the writer in tne p"pcr mLm "rl. 
we witnessed a SC8nl) a tew days since 
Oil the :arm of Messrs. 'Vilder in Dum· 
merston, which illLlstrat()s in a marked 
(legree, the health-giving, and life pro
long'ing tendency of the farming oecupa
tion i.u New England when pursued 
with industry, frug'Llity. and temperate 
habits. It was a muwing match par
ticipated in by fOLlr distinct generations. 
The mowers took their places il.) the 
field, and Joshua Wilder, a patriarch of 
ninety summers, after examining with 
a practiced eye the hangiug and the 
.edge of his scythe, led off with his usual 
quick and easy stroke, followed in snc
cession by his son, Dea. D[Lll 'Vilder. 
his grandson, Leroy Wilder, Esq .. and 
his great-grandson, 'Wallace ·Wilder. 
If his great-great-grandson, living in 
another part of the country had been 

on the ground to spread the sWiJ,t,hes, as 
he could have dOll8, it would ha"\"e adeled 
to the novelty and interest of the sccuc. 
A distance of twenty-fivc rods and back 
was mowed. the venerabL lealler keep
ing his place in fl'ont with little or no 
apparcnt fatigLIC . • All reside on th~. 

same farm and cultivate it in common. 
They carr}' or. the tanning business iJ,ll 1 
perform ~ther mechanical labor, also 
produce all tbe necessaries of life. At 
88 years of age, Joshua 'Vilder built a 

1748. As there is no other record of coverecl wagon in which representatives 
John than that he was baptized here, it 
is not probable that hc was born in 
town. .JoshwL \Vilder was one of the 

first settlers in Princeton, Mass. This 
town joins Rutland f"om which several 
families removed to Dummerston. 

of tbe four generations on pleasant Sab
bath mornings, may be seen wending 
their way to church." 

ELIAS WILDER 

lived on the Stephen Dutton place not 
far from Joshua Wildcr's, but was nOL 
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rclated to him as far as we are informed. I t hey had two children, Samuel P., b 
His cldest daughter , Dolly , b. 1773, m. 
Gcorge Miller. The youngest of his 

ten children , Abigail, b. 1796, mltlTied 
Solomon Lawtou , brother of Asa, Law-
ton, now l:l7 years old and th e only pcr
son living in town who remembcl'l!d 
Elias Wil(ler, who died Jan. 14. 1808. 

r. aged fl6. 

S.·DIUEL WILDEll 

and Huldah his wiie were the parcnts 
of Joel, b. 1779, Ephraim, Calvin. 
.Joel, m. Ro xany P I·i or. Feb . 19,1801. 

AW'on \Yilder , m. widow Joallna 
Crawford, Dcc. 26, 1784 . 

Charles Wilder. m. S,,-rah Spaulding, 
Oct. 27, 1782 . 

TILLY WILDER 

lived sixty years ago near the old bridge 
place j llst east of the school house now 
:>tancling iu Dis. }lo. 6. H e married , 
pl'obl~bly , Mary LiveI'more, who died 
Apr. 15, 1832 , aged 80. They had 
three daughters : .Mary, m. an Allen 
and had three children, Ebenezer, Amos 
and Fanny; Lucimla, unmarricd ; Re
becca, m. Bbenezer Sparks, whose first 
,vifc was a H odgkins. Tilly Wilder 
(licd N ov. 3, 1824 , aged 74. 

His name does not appear in the tax 
list of HllO, but Luciuda is taxed that 
year , probably for the house in which 
they lived., She and Rebecca were 
tailoresses, and are remembered by aged 
persons as occupying a room in which 
the windows were oiled paper instead of 
glass and rcquired to be changed or 
renewed sevcral times It year. 

ZENAS WILLIS. 

Mr. 'Villi s was a clothier and lived 
in the house which stood near the bridge 
that crosses Salmon brook east of the 
house now uW llcd by \Yilliam "YVh eelel'. 
His wife was Dorcas Peterson? and 

1810. and Dorcas S., 18 18, both of 
whom died yo ung . 

Chinel'Y Pllffe r boarded with 1\11'. 
\Villi s and studiecl medicine with Dr. 
Isaac KmlpP , Joseph D Ullcan, Jr . m. 
Mariah Blake, an adopted daughter of 
1\11'. Willis . 

WINSLOW DUTTON. 

1\1r. Dutton was born Sept 12, 1805, 
in Newfane, to which place his paren ts, 
Samucl and Abigail (Hodgkins) Dutton 
removell from Dummerston in 1804 and 
returned in 1820. He worked on It farm 
until he was of age, and spen t the fol
lowing winter lumbering in thc forests 
of Hiusdale, N. H. Failing health re
quired a change of employment. He 
returned to D ummersto)) and decided t'9 
bea wheelwright, and became an appren 
ice to Asa Miller, D ec. 19 182 7, whose 
shop and dwelling-house were located 
at S lab H ollow, a small vill age on Sal
mon brook. 

In 1829, he bought the canling-ma
chine and carded wool in connection 
with other work for 9 years. H e began 
busil1efls for himself at carriage-making 
Jan. 1, 1830, and during the following 
summer , built the caniage-shop ill w hieh 
he has worked at his trade 52 yem-s. 
The old sign on the shop was painted 
by John vVoodl.JIlry, and exhibits in 
addition to ilir. Dutton'S nnme,HU anti
que, high-back sleigh, an olc1-t)l~hioncd 
wagon in use before tlic thorough-braee, 
and a wheel that reminds t.e ob6erver 
of a velocipede without a rider. 

In 1835 . he bought Asa Miller's 
carriage-shop which was pulled down 
aud on the site built the dwelling-house 
in which he now resides . In J841, he 
built thc house now owned and occupied 
by Manor S mith. who married 1\11'. 
Dutton's sistel., L inda. The house now 

167 
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occupied by Charles Dutton, his son, 
'was Imilt by Jilr. Dllttou in 1842, and 
is within a few rods of the parental 
homcstca u. 

,Mr. Dutton was j'epreselltative for 
tlw town at the State eapit"ll in 184-8 
ilnd in J84-9: he was a good ('itizen, 
and a good mech a nic and all indus
tri ous rnan. ,Vllen cust011lers called at 
his shop , they a lways founel him busy 
at th", work-bench. and ever r cady to 
welcome his many friends. 

H e wa~ twice married, 1st to Lavi ll a 
H olton . Jan. n, 1830, 2d to Esther 
Miller, clau of W 111. and Esther Knight 
l\11iller, with wbom he is 110W li,·ing. 
He had 7 chiluren , all by the' first mar
riage-Amandarin, Barney, Charles, 
Daniel K., Eunice L., H elen M aria, 
H enry Marshall. The mother of tb esc 
childreL died Jan. 22, 1854-. Only two 
of them are now living. Charles, who 
married Sophia Sargeant, Oct. 3, 18GO, 
and Helen M , who marri ed H enry H 
:Miller , June 5,1861. 

STErHEN DUTTON, 

SOIl of Asa and Polly (Tarble) Dntton 
b. June 24, 1801, m. EJecta, dan . of 
Calvin Sargent of Brattleboro, Apr. 16, 

1826, died (l ct. 29, 1876 ; children: 
Stephen L., b. June 8 , 1827; Carolin8 
b . Nov. 24, 183 7 ; Emeline, b. Aug. 
10, 1843, ill. H. E. Taylor, el. Feb. 8 
1877. 

ELI.1AI-I GIBBS 

married H eph zibah , <lau . or Capt. John 
'~Tyman. Childrcn: 

Sally, b. D ec. 24, 1791, m. and re

m oved to vVinclham. 

Sophronia, born AVr. 22, 1797, m. 
Lyman French, Jan. 1 , 113 21 ; 

Larkin, b. Aug. 23,1805, rn. L aura 
,Vellman of Brookline, Oct. 14, 1827. 

G ibbs were A]an ~on, who married LuC':-' 
Bingham; Loisa. 111 . A nSOIl S. ~pel](' el' : 
\~T alter. m. H eleJl R ic(' : Don Carlo ~ . 

marri e(j Eli za Bughee ; Frank: Heuri ; 

Hester, m. Georgc S. Cook; Luey . Ill. 

Frank Knight; Helell ; Sarqh . 

SA MCEL GIBB,; , 

probab ly a brothel' of Elijah. Tn. Lu('." 
Cuttpl'. Noy. ~5, 1790; children: Sam
uel Jr. h. 1791, d. 1792; .James; b. 
Noy. 8 , 170:2 ; Smlllld; J oseph; Han
nah ; Benjamin; Lucy ; Elijah; Mary 
The motller of whom died July 5, IS05. 

WILLIA"I WHEELER. 

married Sara h S mith . Theil' cl.ildrcn 
were: 

Francis D .. b. F cb . 19. 1811, mar-· 
ried Abigail, clall. of Luther Miller; 

William, b. :JIar. 5 . 18 13. married 
Philinda,dau. of Dr Isaac- K napp : 

Sarah, h. May 27 , 1816, m. 1. Milton 

Knapp ; 

,Toel S., b. Apr. 22, 18 18. Ill. P bila. 
dau. of J oh11 l)'[iller. 

J OHN F. STEARNS. 

callle to this town from W est Bra ttJebo
ro and was, for a time. n elerk in til 
stOre of No}'es and H ayes H e married 

Widow Catharine [K~lappJ Alexander. 
Children : 

Susan, b. Ocr . 24·. 18'W, m. H an
G eorge Sheldon of Deerfielrl. Mass . 

Frances " T., b. N ov. 11 . 1822. m. 
1st, Jonathan R. Childs of Springfield, 

--...M ass. J an . 1, 1846, 2d, Geo.A. Arms: 
Sarah, b. Aug. 9,1824. m. Luther' 

Dustir, of Brattleboro, .Jan. 31 , 1865 

T.OYAL SMITH. 

marri ed, 1st, Nov. 13, 182 7, Nancy 
Pierce ; 2d. 1\'rary , dau. of ,T onas aml 
PollY '~Talker,Jan.1 5, 1 844. Children: 

Clementia, o. F eb. 22, 183 1, marrierl 
Th e childrcn of L arkin and Laura IGeorge Cook i 

http:PollY'~Talker,Jan.15
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Nancy L. b. Sept. 11,1834; Oeylon, m. 1st, a lady in California, 2d, a 
b. Mar. ?, 1838; Loyal, b. July 27, widow in Halifax, Vt.; Julia, m. 
1840 ;. Sldl;ey, b. May 1, 1843. ~ Newell Walker; Electa, a teacher, 

DWIght T., b. F eb. 14, 1840, m. t R C D J ff d 2d 
Emogene Boyce of Fayston and re_l l11. Is, ),ev. . '. e e~' s, ,a 
sides in Dubuque, Iowa, He holds Mr. Woodburn; Cella dIed about 

a colonel 's commission and is (1883) the age of 14 years. 

a member of the Governor's staff. 


REV. ROBERT DEXTER ~lILLER, 
MILLER FAMILY. 

'If: 1@6 ] SOIl of Hon. Thomas Miller was born 
[ Gontmuec 7'om page .J. .

• 111 Dummerston, September 23, 
lION. THOMAS MILLER, 1824; prepared for college at the 

son of Marshal and Abigail (Haven) Ellington High School, Ct., and 
Miller, was born Apr. 12, 1783. All Brattleboro Academy; graduated 
his life, except the last few years, from Amherst College in 1848, and 
was spent in Dummerston. He was from the Theological Institute of 
a laborious and successful citizen, a Connecticut in 1852. He was prin
prominent actor in matters pertain- cipal of Purdy Academy in Tennes
ing to the welfare of his'native town, see, in 1849 and 1850; was ordained 
as lister, selectman and town agent. to the ministry at North Wardsboro 
He was chosen associate judge of in 1856. His work in the ministry 
the Wilidham County Court in 184"( has been chiefly in Vermont, one 
and 1848. year in New Hampshire, and a few 

He was among the first of his years in Massachusetts. He is now, 
townsmen to advocate temperance 1884, preaching in West Hartford, 
and was a firm friend of thc tem- Vt. The writer heard Mr. Miller 
perance cause as long as he Iived,- preach in Dummerston when visting 
his oft repeated counsel to his boys, his relati ves and the old homestead, 
being, "Touch not, taste not, ban- and can say that his sermons were 
dIe not." He died in Brattleboro Iably wri tten, 'well delivered, sound 
Mar. 25, 1865, aged nearly 82. Hi~ in .doctrine,. instructive and in.ter
widow is still living (1884) in th estm.g to hIS hearers. Mr. MIller 

e publIshed a book several years ago 
9~th year of her age. She was Har- containing a life sketch of hi~ 
net Moore and married Mr. Miller brother-in-law, Rev. C. D. Jefferds 
in the spring of 1810. with many selections from his ser-

Their children were Chester a mons, and essays written while in 
I . ' college. He also published a ser

teae leI', m. 1st, Carol me Eaton, 2d, mon written by himself 0 'I'l
L d' ' , n IeL d · 

1Mary Cune; y la ., led young; Great Rebellion. 

Harriet Marcia, m. Chamberlin M """11 'IlaS b WICe mar. r . .lUI el een t· 
WIlder; Lucy L ., m. Horace Cate; ried. His 1st wife was Sarah Lucre
JamesMonroe, a teacher, went south tia Dutton of Brattleboro the 2d 
and married a lady in Tennessee ' Eliza Chamberlain Cook' of Gill: 
Lovinia, a teacher, married J oh~ Mass,. ~{e has had six children, only 
., two hvm o'. 

Dwmell; Lestma, a teacher, m. to>. 


J ames Reed of Brattleboro' Robert L~ ?on of hIS. prepared for college 

. ' at KImball U mon Academy N H 

Dexter; Ozro, a soldIer, m.. Ellen, and was graduated from Middlei)Ur'y 
dan. of .Jacob Laughton; Walter College in 1882. 
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MAJOR OZRO ~nLLER, I WILLIAM DANA MILLER, 

a brother of Rev. R. D. Miller, ' a son of Wm. 0., graduated from 
was born Dee. 7, 1826; enlisted in Williams college in 1882, and is now, 
the army against the Great Rebel- !884, principal ~f the graded school 
lion and was chosen captain of the III West Stockbl'ldge, Mass. 
Shelburne Falls, Mass. 00. He was 
a resident of Shelburne Falls at that 
time, and had a wife and three small 
cbildren. His partners in business 
presented him a rifle which he used 
with good effect while commanding 
his men in the battle of Fair Oaks 
before Richmond. For gallantry in 
that battle, he received a major's 
commission. While in command of 
his regiment, the Mass. 10th, soon 
afterward, he received a mortal 
wound through the lungs, was left 
on the field, taken prisoner and car
ried to Libby Prison in Richmond. 
He was wounded, July 2, 1862, and 
died in the prison, July 15, 1862. 
One of the men in his company, im
prisoned with him, ministered to 
his relief, and aware that his life 
would soon close, inquired whether 
he had any word to leave for his 
friends. He replied : 

" Tell them I died like a true sol
dier, for my country." 

He once wrote to his brother, 
while in camp: 

"My country called for able-bod
ied men of whom I was one. It was 
doubtless my duty to enlist, and if I 
may but be assured of leaving my 
chi ldren as good an inheritance as I 
have received, I shall be satisfied 
whatever my lot may be." 

DANA MILIJE R, 

a son of Wm. and ( Esther) Knight 
Miller, was a college graduate. His 
name should appear on page 135 im
mediately after the name of Edwin 
H., son of Wm. O. Miller, not 
brother as there printed. Dana 
Miller graduated from Dartmouth 
college in 1843. His ante-collegiate 
studies were in Townshend and 
what follows this statement in that 
sketch is descriptive of him. Wm. 
O. was constable and collector 40 
not 48 years. His parents were 
married Sept. 11, 1814. 

ANSEL IRWIN l\fILLER, 

son of Joseph and Sophia (Arms) 
Miller, graduated from Williams col
lege in the eJass of 1881 and chose 
medicine as his profession. He en
tered the Oollege of Physicians and 
Surgeons in New York City, from 
which he graduated, May 1, 1884. 

Following the advice of his in
structors, he songht and obtained a 
situation ill a large hospital on 
Blackwell's Island near the city. 
Among the 19 applicants for the 
eight vacancies at the time, he 
ranked No.2 in the competitive ex
amination. 

JOHN MILLER. 

John Miller mar. Polly Daven
port, Apr. 1, 1781. Ohildren: Lew
is,b. Nov. 19, 1781, m. Jerusha 
Fan; James, b. Dec. 16,1783, m. 
Sarah Warner; Levi, b. July 18, 
1786, died young; Sally, b. Oct. 17, 
1788, m. Mal'. 22, 1810, OrOlllwell 
Joy; Polly, b. Mar. 15, 1792, ffi. 

Jan. 16, 1814, Waterman Joy; Ro
sanna, b. ~'11 ay 19, 1794, m. William 
H. Williams; Susan, b. Oet. 22, 
1796, m. Asa Knight; John B., b. 
Nov. 12, 1798, m. Sept. 12, 1821, 
Phila Knight, died Mar. 13, 1876. 
She died----. Their children 
were: James, Phila N., Rose M., 
Ellen J., Henry C., Mary M., John, 
Jane, H. Harry, Delia A. 

Royal and Betsey (Oook) Miller 
had children: Norman, Oatherine, 
Seneca and Sarah, Lorenzo, Eliza
beth, Ransom, Cyrus, Webster, 
Caroline. 

Marshall and E lizabeth (Camp
bell) Miller had one chi ld, Eliza C., 
born Oct. 9, 1811. His wife died, 
1813, and he lll. 2d, Sophia O. Por
ter, July 9,1815. Ohildren: Oharles, 
Soph ia, Samuel P., Morris, Maria, 
Frederick, Henry, Mat·y. 
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REV. ABNER KNEELAND 

was a resident of Dummerston in 
1"/97. He married Waitstill-
One child, \Vaitstill, recorded, born 
Nov. 26, 1797. Mr. Kneeland was 
married four times and had ten 
children. H e became a minister 
and was the author of several vol
umes. H e was born in Gardiner, 
Mass., Apr. 7, 1774, and died in 
Farmington, Van Buren 00. Iowa, 
Aug. 27, 1844. 

He beg[tn his ministerial career, 
as a Baptist in 1801, after his re
moving from this town. 

THOMAS SARGEANT, 

a brother of the Oolonel, married 
Anna Stebbins and their children 
were Elihu, born May 3, 1758; An
na, born June 18, 1760; Calvin , 
born Nov. 9, 1763; Electa, born 
Oct. 31, 1 765; Luther, born May 
15, 1768; Susanna, born Jan. 5, 
1770; Erastus, born Nov. 16,1771; 
Roxana; Roswell, born Nov. 27, 
1776; Henry. 

ELIHUE SARGEANT. 

married Mary Kathan and their 
children were Elihu, b. Nov. 13, 
1780; Molly; Olarissa; Thomas; Al
exander; Ohester; George. The 
father died Dec. 1, 1833. 

Oharles O. Frost, the owner of 
the old Bible, printed in 1731, con
taining the Kathan and Sargeant 
family record, mentioned 011 page 
13, died Mar. 16, 1880. Since his 
death, no trace of tLe old Bible can 
be found. 

THE WESTERN BOU NDARY LINE OF 

DUMMERSTON. 

In the plan of survey made in 
1767, page 4, the western boundary 
line, as then surveyed, was a straight 
line running north by east 26 de
grees. At the present day the line 
runs northerly about 1~' miles, east
erly 1~' miles, then northeasterly to 
Putney line. When was the change 
of westeru bQundary made? The 

town records are silen t on this poin t. 
May 25, 1885, Judge H. H. Wheeler 
of Brattleboro, sent the writer the 
following information· on the sub
ject: A certain witness testified in 
Windham Oouuty Oourt about 1860, 
that he was born in "No town." 
He explained that the place was not 
ill any town, but was a gore next to 
Newfane and Marlboro. Judging 
from his age then, he was born 
about 1790. I understood from 
others at the time that there was a 
gore there not in any town for a 
while. The original west line of 
Dummerston was in the west line 
of the "Equivalent lands," which 
would leave a gore next to Marlboro. 
The equivalent lands were laid out 
Nov. 10, 1715, long before there 
were any other grants in the neigh
borhoodon the west or north. 
The south line of Brattleboro and 
the north line of Putney are now al
most, if not exactly identical with 
the north and south lines of the 
equivalent lands. The west line of 
the equivalent lands joined the west
ern extremities of those lines. It 
was called 12 miles long, but overran, 
as most all old lines did. The equiv
alent lands were laid ont for Oonnec
ticu t under the au thori ty of Massa
chusetts, which granted Westminster 
on the north, and whose grants were 
respected by N ew Hampshire when 
the lands were found to lie within 
that Province. I have no doubt that 
it was intended to have Newfane and 
Townshend join the equi valen t lands 
on the west, but the north and south 
lines of those lands were 6t miles 
long, extending W. N ...V. from the 
river, and the west line would be 
parallel to the direction of the river 
between the lines. They were prob
ably deceived by that direction and 
made the east and west lines of those 
towns too nearly north and south, 
which left a gore at the north end 
which became Brookline. The di
rection of the east line of Marlboro 
left a gore there which was put on 
to Brattleboro and Dummerston. 

The eq uivalent lands here were 
laid out by Matthew Allyn, Ebenezer 
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PumTY, and Roger Walcott, com-I CHURCH STATISTIOS. 
missioners appointed for that pur The average attendance on public 
pose. Judge Wheeler further states worship is about 80,-the maxi
that he has s'een the original docu mum, 130. The number of male 
ment signed by them, laying ou t the members in the church is 23, female 
land, at the office of the Secretary 66, total 89. The deacons at the 
of State at Hartf0rd. present time are Leroy Wilder, 

Adin A. Dutton and Hichard P. 
CHURCH HISTORY. Pratt. 

THE OHURCH OHOIR.CHAPTER III. 
It is said that Judge Jason Duncan

OONGREGATIONAL OH UROH. . . was the first leader of the choir. He 
[Oonttnued from page 157, concl1tded.] was succeeded by his son, Joseph 
OONGREGATIONAL S,UNDAY SOHOOL. Duncan, Esq. 'rhe principal lead

'1'he earliest history of the Sun- ers since his time are William 
day school in this town dates back Knapp, Chinery Puffer, Jonas Ben
to about 1820. Soon after that date nett, and Joseph Miller, Esq., who 
Miss Hannah Wells of Brattleboro is the present leader and has served 
held meetings in several of the many ye<'trs. Dl1l'ing the leader
school-honses in the east part of the ship of Joseph Duncan, the key was 
town, changing about in the differ- sounded with a wooden pitch-pipe. 
ent districts as required for the ac- The first instrumental music was 
commodation of the pupils, who furhished by four musicians, Asa 
were formed into classes to study and Sylvester Dutton, violinists, 
the catechism, recite verses from the Franklin Dix, comet or post-horn, 
Bible, memorize hymns, and learn and Joseph Miller, bass-viol. The 
the morning and evening prayer. I seraphine was first used in the choir 

These meetings, or schools, led to about 1850. An Estey organ was 
. the organization of a Suuday school bought a few years ago, and in the 
at the church dl1l'ing the ministry spring of 1884, a new Estey organ 
of Rev. Hosea Beckley. Dea. Abel of superior tone and quality took its 

: Haven was probably the first Sun- place. Mrs. William O. Miller is 
day school superintendent. Dea. the organist for the present year, 
Asa Burnap, Rev. Nelson Barbour, 1884, and has served very accepta
Asa Lawton, Rev. Augustus Chan- bly as organist for 28 years. Others 
dler and Leavitt E. Bond have held have rendered good service at times 
the same position in the order when she could not be present. All 
named. Mr. Bond is the superin
tendent for 1884 and has served 
since May 18~'2. The number of 
teachers and officers, June 1, 1884, 
was 13; scholars over 20 years of 
age, 33; under 20 years, 28 ; to tal 
61; total membership "14; average 
attendance about 50. 

THE LIBRARY 

contains about 400 volumes. Jon
athan French was the first librarian 
and had charge of a small collection 
of books kept in a trunk and lo
cated in the deacon's seat. J. Ed
son Worden succeeded 1\1]', French 
mid served forty yeal's.-MYl'on F. 
Dutton is the present librarian and 
was chosen in 1883. 

the members of the choir, whether 
of long or short service, are entitled 
to much credit for the important 
part they perform in public wo1'
ship. 

Previous to the use of the violin 
and cornet in the choir, the follow
ing person~ at different times played 
the bass VIOl, Oscar Cooledge, who 
was a merchant in Slab Hollow 
about 55 years ago, Joel Knight, jr. 
Samuel G. Duncan, and Nelson 
French. 
THE OLD MEETING-HOUSE.-PAGE 83. 

Put a period in place of the comma 
after in, 6th line, 2d c:olumn, and 
let July, 1'783, be the date for:fini8h~ 
ing the porch. 
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Omit 60x60, as no size is stated except 
for the second porch. The house was 
plastered in 17f14 at an expense of $100. 
Apr. 25,1676, should read 1776. When 
the pews were built, the board-seats 
werll hung on hinges so as to turn up 
against the side of the pew filr conven
ience in standing during prayer-time; 
and as the congregation !'esumed their 
seats, these were let down with a zeal 
that betokened some interest in this part 
of the ceremony. 

The following stanza from a poem 
read by Samuel Burnham at the centen
nial celebration of the town of Rindge, 
N H., will describe the scene: 

.. Anu when at last the loud Amen 

Fell from aloft, how quickly then 

The seats came down with heavy rattle, 

Like musketry in fiercest battle. " 

REV. MOSES H. WELLS 

,. 	 came from Claremont, N. H. to Dum
merston and began to supply the church, 
April 1, 1884 and is the active pastor. 
He was born in Deerfield, N. H., Aug. 
27,1814; fitted for college at Pembroke, 
N. H., and graduated at Dartmouth col
lege in 1839. He graduated at the The
ologil'al'seminary at Andover, Mass., 
in 1845; was ordained at Pittsfield, N. 
H., Nov. ,19, 1845 and dismissed Dec. 
1853. He taught in the academy at 
South Berwick, Me., 2 years; became 
pastor of the church in Hinsdsle, N. H. 
in Oct. 1855 where he was a successful 
pastor for 10 years. He supplied the 
church at Lyndon, Vt. for 5 years from 
Apr. 1, 1866; began his pastoral , care 
of the church at ",Vaterford, Vt., July 
1, 1871, and remained 7 years. Begin
ning Mar. 1, 1880, he preached three 

years at Ascutneyville, Vt. 
Rev. Alfred Stevens, D. D., a class 

Rev. lYlr. MeITillleft till the time when 
1\11'. ",Veils came and preached a few 
Sabbaths before accepting a c<Lll to be
come the resident pastor of the church. 

The people were very fortunate in 
securing the services of so able and ex
cellent a minister as Mr. ",Vells. He 
and his family will add much to all the 
influences that work for good in every 
community. 

Mr. 'Wells married 1st, Miss Ann R. 
Votee, of New York City; 2d, Miss 
Emily M. Taylor, of Hinsdale, N. H., 
His children are Annie M., Charles V., 
and Julia Ellen. 

Annie graduated from Mt. Holyoke 
Seminary; t<Lught iu the Seminary 4 
years, and is now a teacher in the Hu
guenot Female Seminary at Wellington, 
South Africa, where she has taught 9 

I years. 

Charles is a farmer and·manages the 
farm which his father purchas,ed in 
Dummerston for himself and family. 

Julia Ellen, graduated from the Stev
ens High School at Claremont, N. H., 
and is now a pupil in Mt. Holyoke Sem
inary for 1883 and 84. 

OUR PHYSCIANS. 

DR.--DEAN 

who cap1e here about 1809, had an ex
tensive practice for some years, but 
broke down at length and left for his 
native place in Massachusetts. 

DR. -- DAVIDSON 

who was here in 1817 and rema.ined 
one or two years. 

DR. JOHN WILSON 

believed by many to be Captain Thnn
derbolt, who died in Brattleboro, 1847. 

mate of Mr. Wells, recommended him I He came to Dummerston in 1819, and 
to the church in Dummerston, that had lived in what is now called the Samuel 
been without a pastor from the time Wheeler district. He was a teacher in 
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the school there for one or two terms, 
and also taught one term in district No. 
1. He was a peculiar school-master 
and used the" rod of correction" rather 
than the ferule. It was not a short 
stick, as many teachers used in those 
days rather than let school children be 
spoiled, but a long sweeping rod with 
which he could reach from his desk and 
switch the unruly urchins into obedience 
without leaving his seat. 

DR. JONATHAN MOORE 

will be remembered for a time, at least, 
on account of his ., Essence of Life" 
which he made by the barrel. Eben
ezer Miller who, oftentimes, had serious I 
attacks of asthma, sent for medicine, on 
one occasion, to Dr. Moore, who sent 
to him a bottle full of t.he Essence of 
Life, which, on being handed to him, 
he drank the contents off at one dose 
and felt no bad effects afterwards. 

Dr, ISAAC BOYDEN, 

also, should l;>e remembered here, who 
died Nov. 25, 1837, agea 52 years. 
See Boyden family papers, pp. 37-40. 

DR. CBINERY PUFFER, 

also who died at Shelburne Falls, Mas
sachusetts, Mar. 6. 1877, aged 73. 

Dr. Cyrus Butterfield and Dr. W. R. 

in the state it was easier to find one 
competent person for schuol supervision 
than to find so many as the law in force 
required. 

The law was changed and in 1846, 
Rev. ·William N. Barbel' was chosen 
town superintendent; also in 1848. 

Rev. B. F. Foster was chosen in 
1849 and served 16 years and a few 
months in 1868, when he resigned on 
account of ill heal~h and Rev. A UgustUR 
Chandler was appoiuted by the select
mel! to ~fill the vacancy that year. 

No superintendent was chosen in 1852 
53, '54. 

!oseph Mil~er, E~~., served one year, 
beu;g chosen m 18;),. 

David L. Mansfield was chosen in 
1869; continned in service 15 years, 
and stin (1884) holds tl e office of town 
superintendent. -: 

THE HAGUE SCHOOL-HOUSE 

now stands near the old bridge-place 
across West river, Districts No. 2 West 
and No.7 East, united with No.6 alld 
a new school-house was built about 
1850. The school-house for No. 6 
formerly stood near the Reuben Walker 
place at the foot of the hill near where 
the roads unite. The first school-house 

Woodard were resident physicians here I built in the district stood on the rocks 
in the southeast corner of a pasture nearfor a time. 

Dr. S. N. Bemis was the only resident I·Jon~s "ralker's farm . north of the road 
physicsain in 1879. 

SCHOOL SUPERVISION. 
The practice of choosing a committee 

of several persons to visit the schools, 
began here in 1828, and the first chosen 
were Rev. Hosea Beckley, Marshall 
Miller, Asa Boyden, Josiah Taft, and 
J otham Burnett. It cOlltinued 6 years, 
when it came into di8~lepute, because 
the towns were not always careful to 
choose suitable persons. In most towns 

leadmg to West Dummerston. 

FATAL ACCIDENTS. 

Henry Stevens, son of Henry and 
Relief, aged 5 years, was killed by the 
fall of a fence, July 20, 1796. 

Denison, son of RieraI'd and Beda 
Kilbury, about two years old, drowned 
June 24, 1810. 

W. H. Pierce, age 33 years, was 
drowned in 	West river April 11, 1825. 

Nathaniel French, born 1789, ·was 
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killed by the fall of a tree, aged about 
60 years. 

Ebenezer Randall was so injured, 
while at work with a team, as to cause 
his death. 

Dorcas Bemis, 7 years old, dau. ot 
Alanson Bemis, was burned to death by 
her clothes taking fire while standing 
near a stove one morning in the school
house in Dis. No.1 East, !tbout 1842. 

Mrs. Lydia Walker, wife of Reuben 
Walker, was killed in 1860. She "Vas 
riding in a wagoll, and by the breaking 
of the king-bolt, was thrown out, caus
ing instant death j aged 66 years. 

Daniel Bemis was instantly killed by 
the fall of a tree, Jan. 1R, 1864, aged 
44 years. 

Alfred Roel, 14 years old, son of 
Charles G. Roel, was killed ~1ar. 20, 
1896, by the fall of a tree. He wa" 
not hit by the tree, but it fell so near to 
him, while he was lying on the ground, 
as to cause h is death. 

Oscar J Herrick, aged about 2 years, 
son of J. T. Hen'ick, was drowued 
May 3, 1868. This child was one of 
a family of ten children, all boys. Nine 
are now livi:!~~. They have been the 
main stay in school Dis. No.3 west, 
for several years. Snch a family of 
children reminds us of the good old days 
of the forefathers when a few families 
furnished many chUdren for the schools, 
instead of many families furnishing only 
a few children, as at the present day. 

Mrs. Ma.ry M. Leonard, widow of 
the late John K. Leonard, Esq., was 
instantly killed Allg. 19,1881, by being 
thrown Irom a wagon; age 47 years. 

James McMullen died Mar. 28, 1861, 
from his neck being broken by the fall
ing limb of a tree, while chopping in 
tiD wo,)ds. 

BORNING OF ROGElt BIRCHARD 

AND HIS HOUSE. 

For many years, Mr. Birchard owned 
and occupied a store situated about 6 
miles north of Brattleboro on the road 
leading from that place up the Connec
ticut valley to Dummerston. It was on 
the main line of travel to Bellows Falls. 
His store was a large two-story building, 
painted white, nearly square, with a 
roof of fore sides,. meeting at the ridge. 
There were several rooms in the store j 

and the whole building was filled from 
cellar to glLlTet with all kinds of goods, 
ancient and modern, old style and new 
style, that any merchant could conceivc 
of making not only a place for business 
with but what may be called a curiosity 
store. In fact many persons called there 
more to see what Mr. Birchard had in 
his store more than for purposes of trade. 

Here was Mr. Birchard's home. He 
lived a frugal life. Sometimes he got 
his meals for a season away from his 
store j bllt for many years he boarded 
himself. He lived a single life, and sel
dom did more business than what he 
could manage himself. At times, he 
may have had some help in his store. 
·When he became old and somewhat in
firm, his niece , :Miss Mary Birchard, of 
Fayetteville, would sometimes come 
over to Dummerston and help her uncle 
a few days about making out his ae 
counts with customers. She was there 
only a short time before his death. He 
was unwilling that she should remain 
long j but she had so much anxiety 
about him on account of the dangers to 
which he was exposed, that she remain· 
ed in to,wn visiting with friends nearly 

two weeks. 

All were afraid that he would be 
burned in his store, as all the rooms 
were much crowded with boxes, barrels 
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and goods, so much so that it was very 
difficult to get about, even, to get arou'ld 
the little stove which the cllstomers 
tried to approach that they might warm 
themselves when the weather was cold. 
Wood and kindlings were piled high un 
der and around the stovp. Customers 
had called his attention to smoking wood 
under tIle stove, but he was not pleased 
with their meddling with his affairs. A 
lady customer only a day or two before 
the store was burned, snatched some 
wood from under the stove that was all 
a-blaze. Others .had done the same 
thing. 

On Sunday, Feb. 13, 1870, about 2 
o'clock in the night, his store was dis
covered on fire, and the fire had made 
iluch progress all efforts to save even 
Mr. Birchard were unavailing. 

A large number of persons soon gath
ered to fight the flames. Their object
ive point was the room where he slept, 
which was just over the one in which 
the little stove stood surrounded by its 
inflammable material. Their utmost 
endeavor was made to secure even his 
body from the devouring element. Not 
until the morning dawned, did they suc
ceed in raking the charred remains from 
the deep bed of burning embers and red· 
hot coals. It was carried into a little 
shop near by where we saw it that 
morning. N otbing but a blackeneri, 
charred trunk and bare skull remained 
of the unfortunate man. All bis limbs 
were burned off close to tbe body. 

He was born at Wilmington, Aug. 2, 
1797, and at the time of bis death was 
in his 73d year. 

He had many peculiarities, but was 
honest in all his dealings. We bave 
heard him say that be w~uld give a poor 
man a debt rather than make him pay 
it when it would oppress him 01' his 
family. 

The funeral services of Mr. Birchard 
were held in the Congregational church 
the following Sunday afternoon. A .large number of persons. including 
many from Putney, Newfane and Brat
tleboro were in attendance. Rev. J. C. 
Houghton of Burlington. who was sup
plying the pulpit a few Sabbaths in this 
place, preached the funeral sermon. He 
mentioned t.he circumstance of his call
ing to see Mr. Birchard for the first 
time a few days before his death; that 
Mr. Birchard received him kindly, open
ed the way for him to speak of religious 
matters, and informed him that he read 
the Bible and worshipped God daily in 
his chamber. He thanked the minister 
for. his visit, and invite,\ him to call 
again; "and I should have done so," 
he remarked, "had I known that his 
spirit would have been called home in a 
chariot of fire within six days from that 
time." 

During Mr. Birchard's career as a 
merchant, his store and go(.ds were 
burned three titnes, onre at Westmin· 
ster ,.yest, and twice in Dummerston. 
On each occasion the fire was discovered 
on Sunriay morning. The first st.ore 
that was burned stood just south of the 
buildin'gs Which he last occupied. Very 
little property was saved. A large quan
tity of cheese was destroyed and men 
now living, who were boys then, and 
present at the conflagration, remem
ber of getting a good square meal of 
toasted cheese. 

The third store was once a large 
dwelling-house. After Mr. Birchard 
bought it, he purchased the old store 
that stood, up in town, on the old Dr. 
Moore place, and had it moved down 
and set up as an ell part on the south 
side of the main building. Both build
ings were filled to their utmost capacity 
at the time of their destruction. 
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Of the few goods saved from tl~e Igall to f~l~ ~I~-~;~~es on bein~-~~;~~
fir~ were 36 1-2 l)arrels of flolll'. In . ed to the air. Discovering this, Mr. 
United St[ttes bonds, $7,000, with Dutton quickly wmpped them in 
some railroad bonds, passed throngh cloth. Next day, Austin Bircllard 
the flames, but not unharmed. It reqnested them to be left at ·Waite's 
was a mere accident tlmt they werc bank in Brattleboro, and in a few 
sfwed for redemption. A short time months they were redeemed in 
before the fire, :Mr. Birehard haC. IVasuington. 
some railroad bonds which he kept 
in n·n old earthen jar covered witll ' - - - _.- ----- .. - -- - - - -----
tea-lead and secreted in an old brick J.IElJT. LEONA1W SPAULD!1\G 
oven, destroyed by mice. The rail- i 
l'oad company promised to give lJim whoge.l'G?ol'd begins Oll}Jage. :24 was 
new bonds inplace of the ones des- commls~lOnec1 eapttUll dnl"lng the 
b·oyed, provided he wonld get some Rev~llltlOnar'y ~va~·, as \\"0 l~ave learu
person to sign a paper wi th him to ed Slllce the pnntl~? of 1m; record, 
the effect that said bonds should and he was not a CI tlzen of the town 
nel'er be paid for but once. He ask- as statecl 011 p. 26, when it was 01'

ed a neal' neighbor Alonzo Dutton ganized. His old account book dates 
to sign the paper: He refused t~ back to 1"/6(j not 1779. 

do so, knowing that Mr. Birchard 
was oftentimes qnite careless abont 

his affairs a.nd that goods were fre
quently stolen from his ,;tore. At 
the time of the fire, as soon ,18 ~Ir. 

Birchard's body was secured from 
the flames, ].tIl'_ Dutton, remern ber
ing nbon t the bou<!s which the mice 
destroyed and where they were kept, 
planned a means of getting to the 
olel brick oven ftCross a bed of bnrn- , 
ing coals and flaming bra.nds. A 
qnantity of snow was thrown upon I 

the coals, a ladder quickly put across I 
to the oven, somc planks laid on for 
greater safety, and It resolute man 
walked the bnrning track, wrenched : 
off the il·on-cloor, shoveled ou t the I 
old treasure-vauH-jar and returued 

.. 
A HAPPY FA()E.-~K EXTR.-l CT. 

"A happy face with cheerful look, 

~n influence round it throws, 


That acts upon us as the sun 

Does on the blooming rose. 


It wakes to life those happy smiles 

That coldness ne'er can bring. 


And casts a hallowed beauty on 

The plainest, simplest thing. 


Be prudent in affajrs of life, 
Be kind to every friend; 

So live that you will never fear 
The trial of life'tj end. 

Then wear the happy cheerful face 
' The influence round it throw~, 


That acts upon us as the sun 

Does on the blooming ruse. 


J. C. M. " 
III \Vaverley ilJagazine. 

without injury. The large jar had I ""J. C. Mansfield, a soldier of Dum

inside two flower-pots, one tll med merston. 

oyer on to the other, forming a plftce, 

within which was a glass ca.ndy-jar, I Robert Liston, mentiolled on page 

wmpped about with matting. Inside 64, was British Minister from Eng

the glass jar were the honcls whicb \ lftnd to the Uuited States, hence 

the fire had burned so that tlIey be- the title, his excellency. 
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The Samuel Duncan melltioned 1823, died yery suddenly May 2li, 
on page 9;2, as a distant relative of 1849; lLal'thaAnn, b. July 16, 1826, 
Dr. Abel DUllcan, had the following nl. Mason Riggins, died Oct 1, 18M; 
childl'eu: Lucretia, born ill Wor- rl'homas N., b, Aug. ;21, 1828, lll. 
eester , }[ass.,---, 1173; Jonas; Ellen Miller; Mary. L. Oct. 5 , 1831, 
Betsey. bom in Guilford in 1781; died 1833. 

Simeon. 0, in Dnmmerston, July '\11'11 101' liold "d D 1 . \ S 1 ell (lle ecem Jer 
;W, 118~~ Arathnsa; :Fanny; Azubah; 10, 1882, aged 94 years, 11 mon1Ls. 
Electa; bam nel; Rebecc,~ and Nancy. 13e11]' :trotll Estabrook's house 11ao'e 

, , 0 

Samuel G" son of Joseph Dnn- 17;l, ~ras not the old store sold by 
can, Esq" marrietl Sophia Royt- Oapt, John Metcalf. Thatstore was 
see page 93. : remoyed nnd formed the north lJal't 

On page 940 read Dr. Sewall Irall;:- of the old red store, east side of the 
er not 8c\\"e11, and Emih. clau. of commOll, once owned lJY Rutherford 
.JOllas Walker, was born i 8~{). Sam- ' Hayes, The Hayes store was pnlled 
nel N ewell \VaJker, born Apr. 15, down Dec. .:20 , 1888. 

18:240, died ill Feb. 18840. :uIarslJall, 
:-;on of R euben .. was born in 1833, a11(l 
S,lmh R ill 18i}U, not 1839. Lyman , Cl~l\SrS OF DL\DI}~RSTOX IN 
Walker married Loyicc Ontter: 11n. 
William Ill . .Tu [iet Parish. ' I 

. " April 1'1, 1771, there were H 
Iu the old tax bill. page 107, read i 1 d f f '1' , t f II 

. ). _ , ~ . ~, . _ , l e a S 0 aml les III own, as 0 ows: 
A,tl onLJoo],s, JI.,folAalonBlook, IA HI tOt Jl Ctl,', , ~, ': sa 0 ga. e, ap '" 0 1ll a lan,
J1., anel S,lllllleI Duncans ~tdte ta x 1J" IT tl J S 1 All 
_ . , S: :) J ,. ' ,-" . i ' Oull a lall, i"., ctmne ' ell,
>sbould lead '- 1.1_. ohn Mlllel ~ i A1 1 T.~ tl I) ' lIr J' oxunc E'rs L\.[\. . lan. ~ Ulll e ",-at Jail. 
S :2,.1)9: for Moore .J ona. do, read ] 0'1 1 D t ' I . '. f'll . 
~ ~ . '" lar es ,ayenpol', SH·ac 11' I er, 
1)r. Iucllltl e Asa J. rencD III th e hst : , II '1 '11 El R' ; 'osea ~\ 1 er, Jenczer H r Oll, 
tax If state. ] 40 town. . J ' b B d J I 0 J 1" ; OSla ' oJ" en, . 0 ln .~ c ott, osep l 

Page 110, in Dis, No.1, for DaYid Hildreth, Aaron Brooks, Rufus 
G;Ltes read Daniel: in Ko. 2, for Sargeant, Daniel Sa.rgent, Jacou 
H(mry Stearns read Steyens : for Dr. Thompson, Joseph r.remple, John 

Hilven read Hazen; in Ro. 5, fo]' , Friswell, B~trzilia Rice, Samuel 
C,~lvitl Bnter reacl Bntler. ILaughton, Enoch Cook, Samuel 

Wiswell, Samuel Duttoll, .Tr. , Ezra 
In the Stickney family record, 

R,obinsoll, Sam llel Du tton, Emery
Samuel Dot~r should read Duty. Robinson, Benjamin Gould, Thomas 

Simeon Heed, mentioned on page Boyden, CLaries Hart, Oyrus Hough
1,'j ;3, was born Jan, 25, l'('!.ll, died ,ton, Shepard Gates, John Killbnry, 
Oct. 24, 1875, aged 84. His wife William Miller, Thomas Olark, 
died Mar. 3, 1881, aged 85. r.rhey Joseph Hildreth, Jt·. , Aaron Brooks, 
were married Dec. l~, ISHl. Ohil- Jr., Jonas Duncan, Seth Dutton, 
clren: Betsey, b. Apr, 0, 1821, 1l1. Nathaniel French, Joshua Walton, 
Ezeki.el B. Oampbell, died June 23, Joseph Herrick, Benjamin Jones, 
1864:; Simeon H., born ~July 23, Silas Rogel'S, OOl'llelius Jones, 

http:Ezeki.el
http:l'('!.ll


DU:MlYIEHSTON. 

WEST DUMMERSTON IN 1810. 
' D .

\\. , est 1ll11merstOll lllcludes all that 
part of the town lying west of West 

river. Not nntil the summer of 1882, 

did wc find a record of families as they 
were divided lIlto school districts in 1810 
by a committee composed of Rufus 
Moore, Ezra Butterfield and J otham 
Burnett. 

1C0mpnse 1 taml les III 1, 1 and \0\ el e . .
located , beglllr.ing at Brattleboro lme: 
Henry Willard, David Bailey, Voranus 
Larrabee , Charles Bennett, .James A. 
Chase, 'Wilkins Burnett, Joel Frell ch, 
Dudley Bailey, Roswell Beebee, SaUl
uel Bennett, Jesse Bennett, Joseph Blye, 
Joscph Gleason, Samuel Bennett, Jr., 
David Darling. Skelton Foster, Isaac 
Burnett, Aaron Boud, Lemuel Barrett. 
Ezra Butterfielc1. Zenas Butterfield, 
James Chase, H enry Zwears, Peter 
Stickney, Daniel Zwears , Benjami1l 
Zwears, Samuel Guernsey, Timothy 
Lewis, Benjamin 'Villard, J otham Bur
nett, Benjamin Btickney. 

DUDLEY I3AILEY 

married Ruhamah Dnnster, dang-hI er of 
D<lvid Dunster, who was son of Jona
than, whose fa. ther was H enry Dunster, 
the firi't president of H arvard College. 
~fr. Bailey removed from \,yestminster, 
Mass., to Brattleboro about the year 
1786 . In 1798, he came to Dummers
ton and bought H farm of J ollathan 
Banus ncar 'Vest river, where hi;; 
grandson. Silas A. Bailey now lives. 

Dudley and Ruhamah Bailey had fiv e 
children. Polly, the eldest, Ill. Joel 
French, Oct. 29, 1794, and both Iive<l 
and died in this town. 

Levi, unmarried, died Mar. 13,1851; 
was insane over 50 years and supported 

DISTRICT No.1, WEST 
. d 3 '. '1' . SO,. Iley Bailey. Their children were: Electa 

Sept. 9, 1780, m. Lydia, dau. of 8010
mon Allen of Marlboro . 

Eplu'iam died young. and Henry re

moved to Nell' York. 
Dudley Bailey died Mar. 8, 1)312. 

anc1 Ruhamah his wife, Mar. 8, 1835, 
just 23 years from the nate of her hus
band's death. 

David and Lydia (Allen) Bailey lived 
and died on the old homestead of Dud-

HT H 1\,,-' d d m. n m. . UJ.. el'nam an renlove t<l 
Peterborough, N. H. ; Anna, m. Daniel 
Baldwin of 'Wardsboro; Levi, married 
Elizabeth Bryant of Brattleboro; Jason 
R., m. Emily Bryant of Brattleboro; 
removed to Stukely, C. E.; Silas A., 
marrieu Arvilla Jackson of Newfane; 
Chester W., m. Benleth Gove of Straf
ford; lives in Brattleboro; Abner A., 
m. Caroline A. Huntley, dau. of Lyman 
Huntley . 

John L. and Wm. D., twins. John 
was killed, at the age of 20 years, by 
falling on a pitch-fork. 'William, m. 
1st, Lois Gould, of Dover, 2d, Kathel'
ine Smith of Wilmington. 

I Lawson die,: ager1 5 years. 

I' OlTa. m. ,Julia r,f. Pattee; removed 
to Mas&acllllsetts. 

David Bailey died Mar. 19. 1867 
ageu 86 . 

THE WILLARD FAMILY. 

The earliest settler in Dummerston 
by the name of '¥illftrd, was 

HENRY WILLARD 

from Ashburnham, :Massachl1setts. fn 
J 785, be lived where Lewis Hadley no,,' 
lives -in the south part of the town, and 
remained on that farm till he sold it to 
Benjamin Hadley, father of Lewis. He 
married about 1785. Sarah 'Wilder, 
sister of Solomon Wilder of Brattleboro, 

by his brother David, who was born Ifather of Marshall , Anson, anil ,Joseph 

179 
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Marshall now lives on th~ old homl- ! Cambridge, Uass.) in 1634, whl2re h (~ 
~tead where Henry ,Villard cOll.rted Miss became acqllainted with the situation of 
·Wilder . P eople ill those days often I Concord, Mass . , by trading with the 
went baref"ot as long as the gl'o und was IIndians . He was one of the original: 
llOt covel'ed with SIWW, and MI'. Willard I purchasers ot' Corrcord an{lremoved to· 

was not an exception to th e custom. He 
used to go com'ting barefoot, and late in 
the fcdl of the year, the nei ;:;h1)ors often 
tracked him home, when he returned 
rate in the night, from such VI SIts, by 
his foot-prints If'ft OIl the frosty g round. 
When he sold his f<lrm , he bougll t again 
in 'iTo{est Dummerston \V herc four gener
ations of the family have li ved, the 
place being now in the possession of 
N elson IY. Willard. 

H e was a man of prop·:rty and bought 
and sold othcr farms in town. He kept 
a Inrge stock of cattle, raised consider
able grain, but was careful to kcep his 
granaries locked. A fri end once in
quired of him why he kept his grain 
undcr lock and key. ,. Your neigbors," 
said he, .< are all honest." "I know 
it, replled }Ir. 'Willard, " but I want to 
kecp them so." 

In our study of New Englaml history, 
we often finc1 the name vVillard associ
ated with the early settlers , espe('ially) 
that of Col. J osia h Willard as an orig
inal proprietor of several towllships. 
For instance, the names of the proprie
tors of Westminster, VL, on the 11th 
of June 1760, when the time for f'lltil
ing the chatter was extend(,d, included 
twelve V{ilbrds, viz: Josiah, William, 
N athan, Oliver, 'Wilder , William, Jr., 
Prentice, Nathan , Jr., Solomon, Billey, 
,Tosiah, Jr., and Jonathau. Eight of 
these names appear on the charter of 
July 26 , 1753. N early all the families 
of New England by this name, are de
scended fi'om Major Simon Willard , 
who emigrated to this country from the 
county of Kent in England. H e is first 
mentioned as residing at Newton (now 

that place as early as 1G35, amI bec'lme. 
by l,is infillence and the offices to which 
he was electeel, the chief citizen of the 
town. In 1G54, he received the (;om
m.ission of l'1'!:aj or and was commander
in-chief of the [ol'ces of Massa-chusett;;. 
ill Niuigret and Philip's wars. In 1660, 
he removed to L~U}ces.ter and was at. 
Groton in 1672. H e dicd in Charles
town , Mass. , April 24, 1676. HcwaS' 

a brave commamler, a wise statesman, 
and a trustworthy man, retaining the 
confidence of his fellow citizens undi
minished till tile close ' of life. 

M.ajor Wmarc1 had three wives, 1st, 
Mary Sharp, 2d, Elizabeth, sister of 
President Dunster, of Harvard college, 
3el, Thiary Dunster, a relative of the sec
ond wife. By the first and third marri
ages, he had 17 children, 9 sons and 8 
daughters, most of WhOlTllived to marry 
and have families. 

H enry, the 4th SOD, born aG Com.:or(\ ., 
Mass., June 4, 1655; married 1\1ary 
LakenofGl'otorl, -;\Iass. ,Jniy 18, 1674 ; 
settled in L~mcns teI'; aftel' the death of 
his wife in 1688, married, about 168 9, 
Dorcas Cutler, who survived her hus
band and afterwards became the wife of 
Benj amin Bellows., of Lanccster, auel 
ancestor of the Bellows family in "Tal
pole, N. H.-by these two wives had 
children: Henry, Simon, born Oct. 8, 
1678, M ary, J ohu , Hezekiah, Joseph, 
Samuel, J ames, Josiah, Jonathan , Sa
rah , Abigail , Susanna , and TabithfL. 

Josiah son of Henry , born about 1693 , 
is known as Col. Josiah V'Tillard, com
mander of Fort Dummer from 17LlO to 
1750. He married Hannah 'Wilder, of 
L anc<ister, where he was born, and was 
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among the first set tl ers of Ln uenburgh, 
founded in 171 9. H is uncle, the R ev. 
Samuel Willard, was for a time Vice 
President of Harvarll College . Col. 
Josiah llied Dec. 8, 17GO. H e oore the 
charaeter of a faithful and intelligent 
public officer, and was without reproach 
in the relations of priv~~te and domestic 
life. 

JOSIAH, JR.,his son, was born in Jan
uary 1716, and married H anna h Hub
bard of Groton. Ftlr several years he 
was in truSL.ed with the charge of a gar
rison a t Ashuelot (now Keene,) N. H .. 
a nd in 1749 r i;moved to \Vinchester in 
that Province. On the death of his 
father he was pr,)ll1oted to the station 
he had held. Notice of this appoint
ment w as conveyed by another Josiah 
"Yillard, u cousin, who for 39 years was 
secretary of the Provincc of nlassacb
usetts b,) a roy".] commission. "I heart
ily join 'with you and your family," 
wrote the secretary in his letter, dated 
D ec. 18, 1700. in your n:ourning for 
the death of you r father, esteeming it a 
great puu liek loss ." J osiah , Jr. , died 
in Winr. hester , N ov. UJ, 1786. in the 
72d yea r of his age. 

Henry Willard of Dnmmerston was a 
descendallL of the \Villards about whom 
we bave written. H e had two sons and 
six d'augliters , Benjamin, b. 178 7, m. 
Lydia Bemw tt ; S ally , b. 1789, Ill. W m. 
Bames ; Mary, b . t792, married baac 
Cutler ; IIlargaret, b. 1794, m. John 
Whipple ; Eunice , b. 1794, m. ,Josiah 
Goddard; Olive, m. IS'athaniel Taft; 
Nancy, married D avis Rand; Lewis, 
unmarri ed. 

~iT. 'Willard was heard to say that 
most parents mil rried off' their daugh
ters, but he married them on, as 11(' 
furnished a home for some of them 
much of the time after marriage . His 
sons-in-law did not particularly please 

hiln, and iu remarking abont it, some
times he vvoulU say that he believed the 
devil owed him a spite and paid him off 
in son-in-laws." 

T he children of Benjamin and Lydia 
Wilhml were : Louisa, b. 1807, Emily, 
Lydia, George, Nelson W., Benjamin 
F. , H en ry, Mary A. , Harriet V., and 
Marshall, ten in number. 

P eter Willard of this town was a 
cousin to Benjamin , bOl'll1787. Hem. 
Olive Frost, of Brattleboro, Jan. 11 , 
1802. Their children were: Jesse, 
Marinda, Ephraim, N elson. 

JAMES CHASE 


was fa ther cf Capt. J ames A. Chase. 

They removed from Dis. No.1 to No. 

3 on 'Vest Hill, and the farm they 

owned many years is still called the 

"Jim Cha~e place ." James Chase died 

May 28, 1844, aged 93. Capt. James 

died .T l1.n 30, 1871. aged 83. Samuel 

Chase m . Cloe D unklee . A pr. 3, 1808. 

Polly Chase died Sept. 4, 1860, aged 83. 


DR. ISAAO BURNETT 


was the fa ther of Wilkins and J otham, 

awl by a ~d wife, Lydia --- who 

died .Jall. 2, 1847, aged 88 , had Mary . 

h. }\fay 1, 1801, now living ; malTiecl 
1 st. Calcb T aft. son of J os iah; 2d, Asa 
Dutton. 

\Vilkins. m. Abigail lII in iam, Sept. 
10, 1789. . 

J otham. married Abigail Pratt. Theil' 
children wcre : Isaac. b. Nov. 23, 1805, 
married Hannah Fisher , of N ewfane. 
Stephen P., b. M al' . 27,1 808, married 
Emily, clan. of Samuel French; Phebe 
Philella, 1811, m. D aniel T aylor; Ly 
sander , 1814, m. E sther Fisher , of New 
fane; jlfary , b. 1816, m . Geo. Rodney 
Miller; Forris b. 1819 , a photographer, 
in N ew York, died unmarried, aged 
about 30 years. 
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JOSEPH GLEAS'lN 

married Sarah Ball: children Deborah, 
b. Aug. 15 , 1786 ; Patty, 1789 ; Jacob, 
1791, died young; Susanna, 1793; 
Jacob, 2d, 1796; Mary, Feb. 8, 1799. 

One Joseph Gleason, Jr., married 
Sibyl Stickney, .Jan. 12, 1802; Chi I 
dren: Sally, b. 1802; Louis, 1803; 
Lydia, 1805; Dcbomh, 1807 ; J aco b. 

1809 . 

THE MILLER FAyIILY 

OF WEST DUMMERSTON. 

This is a distinct family from Isaac 
Miller, resident in the east· pal·t of the 
town. The progenitor of this family 
was Samuel, son of Robert Miller oue 
of the first settlers of Londonerry, N. H. 
His name appears on a tax-list of that 
town of Nov. 9, 1750. He probably 
continued his residence in Londonderry 
and died there. His wife died in New 
Boston, N. H., with her danght<~r Mrs. 
Patterson. Theil' children were: 

Matthew, b. June 15 , 1730; m. Mary 
Morrison , and died in Pomfret, Vt., 

May 30, 1824, aged 94 yeal's. 


James and 'Yilliam, twins, b. 1738; 


Samuel, John, and Susanna \vho m. 
Dea. Patterson. ; 

James, b. April 25, 1776; m. 1st 
wife, :iVIartha Ferguson; 2d, wife Ruth 
Flint, Lincoln, Mass. 

Polly, b. 1777, d. Dec. 28, 1796. 

Catherine, b. -- ; m. Da'1iel 1\1e

Farland, d. in Antrim, N. H. ; 
Jacob, 5. --; m. Jane Popkins; 

d. in Arkansas, 1822. , 
William, b. --. 

GENERAL .J AMES l\lILLER 

has a distinguished record. He became 
a lawyer; was Major, of the 4th. Uni
ted States Infantry, 1808 ; Lt. Colonel, 
5th Infantry, 1810; Brevet Col. 1812; 
Col., 21st Infantry 1814: Brevet Brig
adier-General, 1814. when Congress 
presented him a gold meda1 for gallantry 
on thB Canadian frontier; was governor 
of Arkan"as Territory 1819--25; Col
lector of Salem, JllIass., 1825--49 ; died 
at T emple, N.H., July 7,1851. He 
was father of Commodore James F. 
Miller, U. S. N. 1803-68. 

It is stated in the history of Peter
borough N. H., that Gen. James i\~iUer 
was of Scotch-Irish descent. This would 
make the connect.ion that Robert Miller, 
born aLout 1664, was brother to Isaac 
Miller, b. about 1670, ancl father of 
Isaac Miller, .Jr. , b. 1708, a first settler 
in Dummer~ton. Therefore the chil

,\Tilliam, manied Jane Todd, dan. of dren of .John Miller, b. 1756 were third 
Col. Andrew Todd; cousins to Samuel Miller, b. 1772. 

James, mnrried Catherine Gregg, who I . GEN. JA~IES MIL~ER immortalized 
d. May 23, 1833, aged 89 years. He hIs name, however, In the Battle of 
died Nov. ' 21, 1825, aged 87 years. INiagara, or Lundy's Lane, in 1814. 
They resided in Peterborough, N. H.. 
and reare(l up a large and important 
family. Their children were; Hugh, 
b. Oct. 1768; m. Anna Templeton; d. 
Dec. 10, 1847, aged 79 years. 

Samuel, b. 1772; m. Sylvia Keep ; 
removed to Dummerston. 

Jenny, born 1774; married Samuel 
Templeton. 

........ 

'Yhen, in the course of the battle, it was 
necessary that a certain British battery 
should be canied, Gen. Brown, address
ing Colonel Miller said, " Colonel, take 
your regiment, storm that work and 
take it." "I 'JI try sir," responded the 
brave Miller promptly and immediately 
moved forward to the perilous task. A 
letter of his wI'itten to his wife gives a 

-. 




DUMMERSTON 

graphic description of 'this adventure. Iwith tl?p.ir wh~le line tl~ ere seve:'al times, 
It was dated F ort Erie, July 28. HH4, Iand a fter gettmg vi'1thm ha:f pIstol-shot 

. . 
the battle hav111g been. fought. on tl:e 
25th, inst. The letter IS pubh~hed 111 
full in th e history of P eterborough. 
\Vhen th e order was o'iven him to take 

.bI btI1e attery Ie says : 
' 

., I had short of tl~ree h~ lIdred men 
.- with me, I, howpver, ImmedIately obe;:

ed the order. The encn?y ha;l got then' 
artillery posted on a hClght 1U a very 
commanding posit~on, wherc they could 
rake our colnmns 111 every part of. the 
field, and preven.ted their advancmg. 
vVe could see .thell· slow matche~ and 
port-fires burtlll1g and ready. I dId not 
know what side of the work was most 
favorable to approach. but happene~ to 
hit upon a very favorablc place, not wlth
standing we advanced upon the mouths 
of their cannon. It appeared ~hat there 
was an old r ail-fence on the SIde where 

of us were com pelled to give way. I 
took, with my regiment, between thirty 
and forty prisoners, while taking and 
defending the artillpry. .* .* 
After Generals Brown , Scott" and others 
were wounded, we were ordered to re-I 
turn back to oLlr camp, abont t u ee 
miles , and preparati ons had not bee.n 
made for taking off the cannon, as It 
was impossible for me to defend them 
an d make prepara tions for that too, and 
they were all left on the ground except 
one beftutiful six-pounder, which was 
presented to my r egiment in testin:~ony 
of their distinguished gallantry. The 
officers of this army all say, who saw 
it, that it was one of the mOct desperate 
things they ever saw or heard of. Gen. 
Brown told me, the moment he saw me, 
that I had immortalized myself. . But, ' 
SfLid he, 'my dear fell ow, my heat-t 
ached for you when I gave you the or

we approached, with a small /?ro.wth of del', but I knew it was th e ouly thing 
shrubbery by th e fence and wlthm less 
than two rods of the cannon's mouth, 
undiscovered by the enemy. I then 
very cautiously ordered my men to rest 
across the fence, take good aim , fire , 
and rush, which was Jone ill style. N ot 
one man at the cannon was left to put 
fire to them. 'rVe got into the centre of 
their park before they had time to opp05e 
us. A British line was form ed, and 
ly ing in a strong position to protect their 
a rtillery . The moment we got to ~he 
centre. they opcnell a most destructlve 
flank fire OIl us, kill ed a great many. 
and attem pted to charge with the bay
onets. 'Ve returned the fire so warmly 
they were eompelled to stand; we rought 
hand to hand for some time, so cl .5e 
that the blaze of on r guns crossed each 
other; but we compelled them to aban
doned their whole arti llery, ammunition
wago ns and all, amounting to seven. 
pieces of elegan t brass canno ~. on~ of 
which was a 24 pouuder, WIth eight 
horses and harness, :hongh some of 
them were killed. The British mad() 
two more attempts to charge us at close 
quarters, both of which I repul~ed be
fore I was reinforced, after which the 
1st and 23d R egs. came to my relief. 
And even after tha t, the British charged 

that would save us. 

SAMUEL ~IILLER 

came from Dovel' in this County, to 
Dummerston in 1813, and bought the 
farm owned by J ames Munn for $2600 
He resided there till the time of hi s 
death in 1855. The buildings on 
thc farm were all burned by an incen
diary Feb. l4,1 877 . It is an exeellent 
hill farm, but is loca ted so far back. on 
\Vest hill that no one has cared to pur
chase and rebuild. 

Mr. Miller had two sons and five 
daughters. James m. ElvirA 'Whipple, 
and was the father of Mary Miller, wife 
of John K. Leonard , E sq., killed in
stantly Aug. 19, 1881. 

G eo . Rodney, represented the town 
in the legislature in 1850. 

The other children were Mary, Char
lotte, Catherine, Jane, and Sophia. 

The wife of Enos Leonard and mother 
of John K. was Matilda Keep , sister to 
Sylvia K eep, wife of Samuel Miller. 
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Sophia Miller married John "V. Cook I DANIEL Z,\OEARS 

and they are living in ' Vest Brattleboro. 
J ane died aged 16 yea rs. Catherine" 
unmarried. Charlotte married Austin 
Wheeler, Mary m. Nathaniel Parish. 
Geo. Rodney marri ed M.ary Burnett, 
daughter of J otl1am Burnett. 

DAVID DARLING 

one of the first settlers in this Rection of 

the town, cleared up the land, which 
Asa Whitney DOW owns, and on the 
place, built and lived in a small house 
long since gone. H e lived to be quite 
aged, and elied suddenly of heart disease 
about 1820, while ont in the forest gath
ering the honey of wild bees. Old lady 
Darling, his wife, was known as an ex
cellent cook in those days, and a favur
ite dish, wllich she prep;lTed, so as to 
make it very palatable, was fish and 
potatoe. "Fish," she said to her guests, 
"II ad to swim three times - once in 
water, once i:J. butt.er and once in cider . 
"This was quite evident, as she ponred 
in a large qnantity of melted butter while 
cooki.lg and furnished plenty of cider 
for the table. 

Abigail Darling, m. Jonathan Bump, 
April 7, 1805 . 

SKELTON FOSTER 

was, probably, a brother of John Foster 
who lived across the river in Dis. N o. 
6. John , lll. Abigail Sanderson, J an . 

25, 1804, and their children were J oel 

S., b. Oct. 31, 1805; Samuel 'V., 

was one of the first settlers in this 8e(:

tion of the town. His wife was a sister 
of Renry vVilla nl. Their children were : 
Hannah, b. Aug. 8, 1772 ; Lois, born 
Sept. 15, 1774; Daniel , 1777; Benja
min, 1779 ; P eter, 1783 ; H enr)" 1785 . 
Benjamin, m. Sally Stickney, Jan. 16. 

1800. Lois, m. Darius Malin, Jan. 
12, 1792 . Hannah, married Thoma~ 

Bettedey, Jr., of Newfane. 
SA3IUEL GUERNSEY 

alld J erusha Darling his wife, were from 
"Betcher," jHass ., as recorded, and 
their first child, Samuel, Jr., was bom 
June 1, 1784, in that town. John, 
Joseph, Le,i, Darling, J ernsha and 
Lydia were born in Brattleboro. T<:stll er, 
m. 1801, and DUTid 1805, were bom in 
this town . l\Ir. Guernsey lived neal' 
neighbor to Humphrey Barrett, across 
the brook south from his r esidence, in 
buildings long since gone to decay . 

DISTRICT No.2. 

contained in 1810 , nine families, "all 
the inhabitams from N ewfane line to 
the Baptist meeting- house on West river 
road, and west from said road so as to 
include Elisha Randall and Moses Ro\\"

ell ( Roel)" The other families were 
Willard Foster , Joseph Dunklee, Seth 
Briggs, Daniel Peters, Moody T enney , 
Luke Taylor and .J oel Cutting. 

ELISHA RAKDALL 

married Lydia Mel'l'ick , daughtc l' ot 

M aria, and Spencer. II Capt. Ebenczer Menick. Dec. 25, 1799. 
LE~I["EL BARRETT The family lived near Moses Roel on 

married Hannah Dunklee, Sept. 20, the road leading to the Emerson place. 

1801. Their children l'I'ere Humphrey. I Children; L ewis, Ebenezer ,Leonard. 
born in Brattleboro, malTied Arozina, I Emily, Eveline, Harriet, and Eli zabeth. 

dau.of Joseph Hildreth; Linda, bom Ebenezer m. Sally Brown; Leonard 
in Dummerston, 1803, Lysia, Pardon, mar. Lois Bird, and removed to Gran
Michajah. ville , Mass . ; Emily married 1st, Sam . 

Sidney H . Barrett , son of Hmnp h- Dike,2d,- Roland; H arriet married 
rey lives on tl1e parental farm. a Mr. "Voodcock. 

~ 
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MOSES ROEL. of his death \vaS a member of the senior 

was born in Oxford, Mass. His par- class at Andover Seminary. He died 
ents died whtn he was quite young.' of typhoid fever, in Holden, Mass. Sept. 
Soon after their death, he wen t to live 1854, aged 26 years, and was at thftt 
with Ih:. Baker of Guilford, who was time in charge of a select schoo!. His 
an uncle (If his. His sister, Zurviah, pupils erected a ::nonnment over his 

also went thcre to live. When hc was remains. 
about 8 years of age, he came to Dum- Mary E. died in Randolph in 1'849. 
merston and lived dli.ring his minority ! Charles G. Roel now lives 011 the paT


with Samuel Gowen, who oWlled what :ental farm. 

is now called the Huntley place . H e ! CAPT. SETH BRIGGS 

had no brot.h ..r , and his only sister, Zur- . born Nov . 7, 1760; 111. Hannah, dau. 

viah, was a resident of this town at the of Capt. Ebenezer l\<Ierricl who was h. 


time she married Nahum Norcross, Jan. l in 1722 and died 1819. Capt. Briggs 

17, 1796. Moses married Oily, dau . . died Mal'. 21, 1824. Hannah, his wife, 
()f Nathaniel Frenell , Nov. 22, 1807. 
He bO'lght a farm of Nathaniel Mann, 
formerly owned by Daniel Belknapp, 
and occupied it the same year he was 

married. They had a famity of 10 
children: Almira m. Almond Butter-
fi eld; removed to Mexico, N. Y.; died 

in June 1854, leaving a family of 11 
children. 

Nathaniel F., m. Nancy Herrick and 

removed to Randolph, Mass.; died in 
July 1878. 

Orri1la m. Harvey Greenwood; died 

in 1835. 

Alfred removed to Randolph, Mass., 
m. Mary Ann Hollis; died June 1860, 
leaving 4 children. 

Austin, m. in Randolph, 1st, Joanna 
White, 2d, Abby Bigelow; died Jan. 

27, 1878, leaving 2 children. 
Edson M., unmarried and resides in 

Randolph. 

Charles G., m. 1st, .Julia Ward j had 
four children; m. 2d, Maria Wellman, 
mother of one child. 

Betsey B., d. suddenly, in Randolph, 
Oct. 1845. 

SYLVANUS B. was a graduate of Am
herst College, in 1852, and at the time 

24 

born Nov. 25,1762, died Dec. 6, 1838. 
- children: 

H ann ah, b. Dec. 22, 1785, manied 
Willard F'Oster and lived near Branch 

Bridge. 
Sara!l, b,)rn N ov. 10, 1788, m. Joel 

HudsOll,d. Mar . 5, 1878; 

Mary, b. Dec. 4, 1790, married Wm. 
Spauldino- . 

0' 

Patty, b. 1793, m. H enry Goddard, 

d. 1819. 
Lucinda, b. Mar. 9, 1795, married 

Thou-.pson Kingsbury, d.Jnly 11, 1865. 

Elizabeth , b. Mar. 27, 1797, manied 

Cornelus Hadley. 
Eleanor, b. May 16, 179iJ, married 

Samuel P erry. 
Abigail, b. 1802, d. 1811 ; 

Harriet, b. Apr. 29, 1804, lU. Robert 
Lyndsey , d. F eb . 1, 188J j 

Fanny , b. May 26,1806, unmarried , 
d. J882. 

Laura, born May 27,1809, m. Silas 
Ashley, d. June 11,1843. Itis some
what remarkable that in this family 
there were 11 daughters and I)O sons. 

JOSEPH DUNCKLRY JR. 
n1. Ruth Field, Nov. 22,1801, lived at 
one time in the "Vest village and tended 
the grist mill. Joseph Dunklee , Sen., 

185 



186 VERMONT HISTOR[CAL :UAGAZnm. 

supposed to be the father of ,Joseph Jr., 
marriec1 the mother of Hallnah, sister to 
.Tacob Pierce and wife of Ormsbee But
terfield. Benjamin, son probably of 
Joseph, .Jr., m. Ruth Sar!!:eant; was a 
blacksmith and had a shop mauy years 
ago, just below the .Josiah Dodge place , 
where Benjamin E stabrook worked as 
an apprentice about 1806. 

MOODY TENNEY, 

a half brother of .Josiah, m. Arathusa 
U nderwooc1; children: Reuben, born 
1809, Daniel anel Bennett. The young
est son was k11lec1 in Massachusetts hy 
a large rock which fell or. him. Mr. 
Tenney lived in the old toll-bouse , tended 
the bridge and worked at the trade of 
making saddle-tacks. 

LUKE TAYLOR 

deacon of the Baptis~ churell III the 
West village, Ill. ~1ary --, and their 
children were John, b. 1795, Daniel, b. 
1797, Eli zabeth L., born 1800, Polly, 
1802, Luke, Jr., 1804, Charles W., 
1806, Rachel, 1809, and Elhanan, 1812. 
Daniel, married 1 st, Harriet, dau. of 
Zebulon Goss, 2d, Philena Burnett, dau. 
of ,Totham. George, fi, son of Daniel 
lives in tbe Hague. 

;\Ioses Tavlor, one of th e first settlers 

Goss's house, wherein a school Wf! S 

kept a few yeal'S. Afterwa,rds. a part 
of t.he store , then stallcli ug: ,flls t sonth of 
Taft's tavern , was iitteelup and used for 
the school a long time. In 1820, the 

number of scholars was 52, as officially 
reportcd by Eluer Levi Dunham. J oel 
Chandler was a teac11er in that district 
several years, and also Rufus Hadley. -.:::. 

Hannah Estabrook, a sistel' of Benja
min, taught there in the snmmer of 1822. 
Anthony Jon('s ,vas the store-keeper in 
1820. ,Josiah Taft, the tavern-keeper. 
Taft married Anna Rice, of Uxbrioge, 
Mass., childr"n : Nancy, b. 1793, Caleb , 
1795, ~athanieI, 1797, Reuben . The 
old tavern is now a dwelling hou,qe, and 
a part of the old store forms an addition 
to it. 

DIS'PRICT No.3, WEST 

OIl the hill comprised in 1810, nine fam
ilies, James Mann, Josiah \Vard, ~ath
alli el Bixby, Stephen Munn, Samuel 

.: 

Stoddard, Jonathan T enney, Amasa 

Child, Jonathan Tenney, Jr., Samuel 
Laughton. 

JA~1ES MUNN, 

known as Elder James Munn, thouah 
he was not a licensed preach er, yet,:& 

he Pleached several years. Elder l\hmn 

-----, 

in this plt,l't of the town, m. S ~trah--, m. Alln'l Rogers. Sept. 3, 1789. Tbeir' 
whose children were: Terzah, h. Aug. 
7 , 1777, Rebecca, b . ~'lay ' 26,1779, 
.Tob, h. Sept. 20, 1 7RfI, NIal~tha, b. Feb. 

7, 1787. Isaac Taylor', who married 1 

Elizabeth __, had' Sarah, b. Nov. 27, 
1786, m. Joseph Bruce 1807. 

TlJere was an Isaac Taylor also, who 
used to make potash some 60 years ago, 

children were : Jftmes, b, 17~IO,A1ijah, 
179:2, GeOl',\12 , 179o, Betsey, 1796 , 
Sally, 1798, Hosea , 1801. William R. , 
1806 . 

Stephen ;\'it1l1ll, who marri ed :\fHomi 
Perham, Oct. 4, 1798, had It tinnily uf 
10 children. 

Darius Munn, m. Lois Zwears had 
near the old bridge-place. Israel Taylor Daniel, Jr. 1. 1795, 

and Betsey, his wife, had twins, Hulrlah I SAMUEL STODDARD. 


and Sally, b. Nov. 11, 1800. I David, the father of Samuel, was 


N a school-house was huilt for the nse I from Massachusetts and settled in Ches
of the school in this district. At first I terfield , N. H. He mll-l'l'ieJ ,Toanna 
the district rented a part of Zebulon Kingsly and they had 9 childl'en, 
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Thomas, David, Eleazer, Lemuel, Asa, 

Samuel, Joseph, JeIPima. and Abigail. 

He was a commissioned oi-ficer, Lieu
tenant? in the Revolutionary army, and 

died in the sen-ice. 


Samnel was born in Chesterfield. May 

11. 1767; came to Dummerston about 

1795 Hnd pnrchhsed land on whtlt is now 

{'~lled Stocldard Hill. 'Yhen he had 
made a clearing and was ready to bum 
his first piece , he notified ii-iends in 
CheRterfield, and they witnessed the con-

place, formerly owned by MI'. ]\funn. 
His son, Lt. Stephen, bought a farm in 
DummersLOn in 1786, made a clearing 
and built a house near where the sugar
house now stands awl not far from the 

site of the present bnildings on the place. 
He m Ruth Fellows and their children 

were: 
Senia, b. Mar. 9, 1791, unmarried 

and now living in Brattleboro at the age 
of 91 in the enjoyment of good health 
and strengtb and a competence for l1er 

flagration 10 miles away in plain sight declining yeaTS. 

of the old homestead. He m. Zurviah 
Richmond. Mal'. 7, 1798; their children 
were: Samuel, JT., b. 1798, Anntl, b. 
1801, Lydia, 1). 1'803, Levi, b. June 
30, 1806. 'Yilliam, b. 1808, Sibyl. 

The children of Levi, who m. Ermine, 
grand-daughter of Capt. J olm vVyman, 
a Revolutionar)' soldier, are Alonzo D., 
Horace R., Ephraim S., Eliza L., Rose 
A., and Anua C. Horace resides on 
the parental farm. 

DISTRICT No.4, WEST 

Orren L., now living, b.Scpt. 15, 17~j2, 
lives on the parental arm where he has 
resided 90 years; Olive, b. ,Aug. 4, 
J794, m. Reuben Thaver and removed 
to New Y'Jrk; Lucinda, b. I1Iay 23, 
1796, lll. David Merrick, half brother 
to Reuben Thayer and removed to New 
York; Almira, b. July 31, 1800, un
married, lived with 11(;1' sister, Senia, in 
Brattleboro, and died in 1880. 

Lt. Stepheu sold his farm to his son, 
Orren, and went back to the old home-

had ten families in 1810, as follows: I stead in Brattleboro where he died and 
Stephen Bennett,Daniel Goss, Riehard 
Dean, Joseph Bennett, Asa Parish, 
Luke Butterfield, Zebulon Goss, Jona
than Child, John Whipple, Pain P. 
Brown. 

LT. STEPHEN BENNETT 

waH the son of Stephen Bennett who 
11:. Hannah Turner. His parents came 
from Mansfield, Ct. He died Apr. 19, 
1807 aged 70, and was buried in the 
grave-yard uem' the old church on vVest. 
hill. The children were: ,John, Urial, 
who was a physieian; Eunice, married 
Nathaniel Munn; Senia. m. Eleazer 
Church; l\1ehitable, m. Horace Turner; 
Polly. vvho m. "Capt." vVm. Holton. 

Stephen Bennett removed with his 
family from Mansfield, Ct., to a farm 
in Brattleboro near the Samuel Martin 

was buried in that town. Orren m. 
Sarah, daughter of ::-;tephen Bowker, of 
vValpole, N. H. She was born in West
moreland, N. H., in 1800. and is now 
living. Her father was uncle to the late 
S. W-right Bowker, or Newfane. The 
children of Orren were: Step hen B., 
Osear L. F., Henry C .• G-eorge R. and 
Sarah Jane. 

Samuel Bennett, Sen., was unele to 
Lt. Stephen, and his ehildren were: 
Samuel, Jr., Emery, Charles, Jesse, 
Lydia, fmd Lucy, who m. James Lar
rahee. Samuel, Jr., m. Hephzibah 
Foster, Mar. 16, 1800. Charles, m. 
Shl1y Graves, Dec. 6, 1805. Jesse, m. 
Tryphenia Black of Putney, July 14, 
1805. Julia Dennett, married Voranus 
Larrabee, Mar. 20, 1808. probably sis
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ter to Lydia who m. Benjamin Willard. 12, 1819, and Lydia, July 17,1821, d. 

J o~eph Bennett, a brother of Samuel, Iyoung. 

married a Whipple and settled where The children of Enos and Sally. Goss 

Lyman Dean has since lived. Iwere; Austin who m. Deborah NewtDn, 


of Newf'ane ; Mary, m. David Murphy,
DANIEL GOSS 

of" Boston; Harriet, m. Alonzo Dutton; 
was bom in Mendon, Mass. Nov. 23, 

Charlotte , m. Sumner BallOU, of Men
1764. His parents were Zebulon and 

dOD; Elizabeth and Adelia, not. mar
Mary Goss, whose children were; Dan

ried ; Sarah, married Ebenezer Taft, of
iel, Henry, Zebulon, vViliiam, Enos, 

Mendon; George VV'., m. Mehit.able
Hannah, ClaJ;ssa, Sally and Priscilla. 

Hitchcock, of 'Westminster; Laura Ann 
Daniel, m. Tirzah Prouty, born in remil,:ned single; Charles E., married 

Mendon, Mass., Feb. 15, 1769, died iielvina, dau. of Dr. Cyrus Butterfield. 
1843, aged 84; childl'eo; Clarissa, b. Sally, wife of Enos Goss, d. Mar. 4, 
in Dummerston, Mar. 8, 1793, married 1865, aged 83. 
James Eastman, of Newfane; RICHARD DEAN 

Zebulon, b. Sept. 12, 1794, man;ed and Hannah GOBS, his wife, "ere the 
Betsey Chamberlain; parents of Henry, b. Aug. 17. 1800, 


Amanda, b. Dec. 9, 1795 ; PoIly, b. 
 marrien in Boston and became wealthy; 
Sept. 27,1797, mal'. Samuel Morse; Dolly, b. 1803, married Martin, sou of 
Cynthia, b.July13,1799,m. a Prouty. Rufus Moore; Lyman , born 1807, m. 
Nancy, 1807 j William, 1809, m. Lucy Olive Salisbury j Mary, married Orra. 
Belknap; Lovinia, m. Edson Whipple. Johnson; Austill married a Thayer and 
Henry Goss, m. Polly Wood of Men- had a family of 13 children. 
dGn. Zebulon, m. Delany Prouty, si3- ASA PARISH 

tel' of Daniel's wife. 'William, married married Lovina Cary, Apr. 29,1791 ; 
Eunice Wood. Enos, m. Sally Wood. children; Anson, C., b. July 18 ,1792, 
Hannah, m. Richard Dean. Clamsa, m. Sarah Chamberlain, 1816 ; J nliaetta, 
married Henry 'Walker, of Rutland. b. Jan. 20, 1795, m . Capt. 'William 
Pricilla, m. John Saddler of Upton. Walker, a brother of Dr. Sewall Walk

Ma5S. er; Nathaniel, m. Mary, daughter of 
Zebulon and Delana Goss's children Samuel Miller. Asa Parish died Feb. 

were; Trena., b. Feb. 17, 1801, m. John 1,1830, aged 61. He built the two 
Manley j OlTa, Aug. 25, 1802, married story brick house in.. which he lived 
FmlJces, clau. of Col. Rawson of Men-, many years. The school was kept ill 
don; Harriet, May 25, 1804, marded his house before the first school-house 
Daniel, son of Dea. Luke Taylor, of l ill the distrlct was built. Orren L. ....., 
Newfane ; Henry, Jan. 20, 1806, m. ! Bennett went to school there when he 
Betsey, dau. of Luke Kendall j Mary, i was a small boy. Five d welliug houses 
Dec. 19, 1807; Roswell, Oct 17, 1809, i in this neighborhood were built of brick, 
d. unmarried j Chester, Aug. 27, 1811. I made in that vicinity. The brick-yard 
died a sea-faring man j Emery, March was located about 100 rods south from 
28, 1813, m. Mary Wood of BO.3ton; the James Chase place, and was owned 
Melinda, Jan. 8, 1815, married Joseph by Lt. Stephen Bennett and Zebnlon 
Tilden of Boston j Daniel, Jan. 25, Goss. MI'. Goss had charge of the 
1817" lived in Boston; Hannah, Aug. wvrk in the brick-yard. 
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LUKE BUTTERFIELD 

lived near where the school-houst' now 
stands and which first stood at the top 
of the hill south from its preseot silua
tion. He married, 1st, Polly Farr, of' 
Chesterfield, N. H., had one son Alpha, 
lame, and a tailor by trade; 2d wife, 
Mercy Field; children: Mary, married 
James Lamb, of Halifax; Susanna died 

DR. CYRUS BU'I'TERFIELD 

was not a physician in the regular prac
tice, having made no special preparation 
for his profession. He married Lucy 
Ware and their children were: Di:wa 
who m. Alfred Prouty, of Brattleboro ; 
Harriet. m. Charles Harris; Sylvia, m. 
Wilder Hudson; Philena, m. Elijah 
Reed; Melvina, m. 1st, Charles E. 

aged 18; Luke, Jr., married Sophronia Goss, 2d, Henry Aldrich. 
Kellogg, of Mexico, N. Y. ; Zenas, m. 

l\fercy Ware, sister of Dr. Cyrus But
terfield's wif'e; Fanny, m. Obed, son of 
Capt. Ellis Gri~th; Sophia, m. Wm. 
Huntley of l\fexlco, N. Y.; Almond, 
m. Almyra, dau. of Moses Roel and 
removed to Mexico, N. Y. j Emily, 
m. Thomas, son of Gamaliel Arnold j 
Franklin, married Mary, dau. of Lot 
Holland, and lived during his life on the 
old homestead, which is owned and 
occupied by John F. Butterfield, his 
son. 

CAPT. EZRA BUTTERFIELD, 

a brother of Luke, resided in Dis. No. 
1, 'Vest, on the road leading south to 
'Vickopee Hill. He was born Oct. 21, 
1749, m. lVlartha Hadley, b. Jan. 29, 
1760. She was, probably, a sister of 
Benjamin Hadley; children: Ezra, Jr. 
b. Apr. 19, 1778 j Ebenezer, Feb. 1, 
1780 i Zenas, Feb. ;?;?, 178t, m. Sally 
Turner, of Putney, Dec. 1, 1803; Su-

JONATHAN CHILD 

married Abiah Larrabee, Feb. 11,1788, 
both of Dummerston; childL n: Jona
than, Jr., b. Oct. 30, 1788; Abiah, 
Dec. 28, 1790. 

' 
JOHN WHIPPLE, 

He married, it is supposed, Bathusa 
Eleano'r Hutchins; children: Betsey, 
b. 1790, malTied Daniel Aldrich; John, 
1791, m. M.argaret Willard; Dimmus, 
1792, m. George Betterley of Newfane; 
Polly, 1794, married a Howe; Samuel, 
Alfred, Laura, Edson, Elvira, Maria. 

DISTRICT NO. V, WEST. 

A new school-house was built in this 
. . 

dIstrict, on the site of the old one, in 
1880. The first school-house stood some 
40 rods farther south than the new one, 
and opposite where the road leading 
from the Moore place joins the main 
road t.o Brattl~boro. Calvin Halladay 
reported,offiwtlly, 32 scholars in the 

saUlJa, Aug. 2, 1785, m. Seth ,,\Toods'l ~istric~ in 18;?0 .. The following famil
1805 i Samuel, July 17, 1787, married les reSIded here III 1810: John Morse, 
Polly Miller, May 8, 1805; Martha, ISam.llel. Morse, E~lis Griffith, Asaph 
l\fay 2;?, ~790j Cy~us. :Mar.15, 1791 i jPe.ttmgtll, Ga~1ahel Arnold, Lemuel 
Nabby, 1193; LeVI, 1794; Benjamin, 

1797 . Ebenezer, m. MarthaThompson, 

Dec. 4, 1803 j children: Almyra and 
,} esse. The children of Zenas and Sally 
were: Alanson, born Oct. 20, 1804, 
Diantha, Zenas, Hannah, Sarah, Ezra, 
Betsey and Lucy. Polly Butterfield, 
m. James Lamb, Jan. 16, 1811. 

Glaham, Joel Stockwell, Jonas Stock-

well and Rufus Moore. 
CAPT. ELLIS GRIFFITH 

maITied Elizabeth --, about 1787; 
children: Betsey, b. Sept. 7, 1789, m. 
Albert Burgess of Providence, R. 1.; 
Waitstill, Nov. 2, 1791; Obed, Jan. 5, 
1793, mal'l'ied Fanny Butterfield and 
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r emoved to M exico, N. Y.; Mary, ( sbe was sick several months and died 
Nov: 12, 1794, 111; Calvin H.allacb y ; I Dec . 16, 1837, aged 3~. Elder Will. 
LydUl, Sept 19, 11 98 , unmarnecl ; Ru- H. H odges, a M() th olh~t preacher for 
by fl., Nov. 3 , 1807, m. Abel 1\1oo re. ;20 years on Dummerston 'West Hill, 

GAMaLIEL ARNOLD 

married Ca.therine, daughter 
vVheeler, of N ewfall e. She 
in 1771 ; children: Mary , 

preached her funeral sermon. 

of John I " The children of Rufus and Anna 
was born S cockwell were: Jonas F. h, 1812. m. 
b. 1792; Lucinda Jillson of Newfane ; Caroline, 

Darius, 1793 ,d. 1795 ; Catherine. 1796; b. 1814, m. Charles Tracy , of Vernon, 
G amaliel, .Jr., 1797; Thomas. 1798 , Ct.; Adaline, b. 1817, m. Hiram Rowe 
m. Emily Butterfield, F eb. 28, 1827 ; of New H aven, Ct. ; Rufus, D. bol'll 
Clark, 1801 ; Betty, 1802 ; Sel'ena , 1821, d. 1828 ; Lncy, b. 1823 . unmar
1804 ; George, 1808; Wheeler, 1810. ried. Denslow:\1. Stockwell, son of 
Sally Arnold m. H enry Hollan d, Jan. I,Jonas F., lives on the pa rental farm. 

28, 1827. 
I 

J ONAS STOCKW E LL 

married Susanna 'Vheeler , dau. of John 
""Vheeler, of Newfane. She was born 
in 1762, and her sister Mary, b. 1767, 
m. J oel Stockwell , brother of Jonas. 
The children of Jonas and Susanna 
were: Anson, b. Aug. 26, 1783 ; 

Rufus, b. N ov. 3, 1785, m. Anna 
Halladay, of Marlboro; 

Lucinda, born Mar. 21, 1788 , mar

ried April 20, 1815, John E stabrook 
of Brattleboro; 

Luke, b. D ec. 11, 1789, lived on the 
parental farm after the death of his 
father, m. Anna Nichols still living at 
the age of 87 ; 

Susanna, b. 1793, d. 1796; 
Sarah Jedidah , b. Sept. 23, 1794,m. 

J olm Clark, son of Thomas Clark, Mar. 
31, 1818 ; 

Susanna , 2d, b. Sept. 29, 1799, n1. 
G eorge Nichol s still, living at 85 years 
and son of Jall1e~ who died Iliar. 30, 
1863 agcd 98 . 

J ohn VY. b. Sept. 29, 1799; 

LEM UEL GRAHAIII 

married Eunice Burnham, Aug. 12, 
1784; children: Luke, b . F cb. 10, 1785, 
m. Mary ? Lamb; Eunice , b. April 

29, 1788, m. Joseph Coughlin, who re

sided near the central part of the town 

where B . F. "\ViLlard now lives ; Caleb, 

b. Sept. 16, 1789, m. Mercy Burnham, 

Nov 18 , 1813; Anna, b. Sept. 6, 

~. 


1791 ; Samuel, b. Oct. 1793 ; Lemuel, 

Jr., July 16, 1795; Betsey , b. April 1, 

1800 ; Sophia, b. Feb. 11 , ' 1802, m. 

Wm. Rockwood; Theda, b. April 11, 

1804 , m. a Comstock; Alanso n a nd 

Lyman, twins, born !Hal'. 31 , 1806 ; 

Carter, b . July 8, 1808 ; Andrew born 

18 11. 


Andrew Graham , brother of Lemuel, 
died Mar. 26,1807. His wife, Submit, 
died F eb. 13, 1803 . l)folly Gra ham, 
m. J ohn Hill, Mar. 8, 17R6. Lieut. 
Richard Coughlin, the fa theT of Joseph , 
was a resident of Chesterfield. N. H., 

where his children wer'e bol'l1 . His wife 
was Sarah --. He was a Reyolution
ary soldier and died in the service . Hi~ 

M elinda, b. Oct. 26 , 1R01, unmar- I children were: Thomas"J oseph,George, 
ried. She was a school teacher many Ric~ard , Sally , Melinda, Susan and 

years, taught in the summer of 1835 in I EUl1lce. 
district No.1, East near the home of ! George married a 'Wait; Melinda, m. 
her brother-in-law, John Clark, where iSeth Herrick of Brattleboro ; Sally, m . 
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Hemy Potter, JUar . 10, 1807 ; Susan, 
m. a Judson; Eunice. married Joseph 
Herrick of Brattleboro. 

The child l'en of Joseph Coughlin 
were: lHerritt, who married 1I1ary Ann 
Tenney; Obed G., l\Iary Ann, Lemuel 
G., Julia Ann. and Cha..tes H. 

RUl'US MOORI': 

. d R hiM 1 I' h'ldmarne lIC (> oore a.ne t lelr c 1 
. 

ren were: Martin, b. Feb. 11, 1804 ; 
Abel, b. Jan. 24,1806; Emily, Jan. 
26, 1808. 

Martin married Dolly Dean anu had 
Martin H., Rufus A., Laura an d George 
D. Abel. Ill. Ruby H. , daughter of 
Capt. 	Ellis Griffith. 

Abel1l100re, a resiuent of the town, 
m. Lois --, a nd their children were: 
Mary Ann, b. Aug. 6. 1809 ; Betsey 
P., Lucy ""V., .John W., Abel H., 
Gardner M., anc! Dftna R., b. 1820. 

JOHN FOSTER 

married Abigail Hudson. Children; 
.1oel S., b. Oct. 31,1805; Sftmuel W., 
b. June '26, 1806 ; Maria, b. Feb. 12, 
1808; Spencer F., b. Mal'. 30, 18] 0; 
Mary, b. --, m. Chester French. 

was 4 yea rs old. He was educated in 
Canada, until twenty, when he joined 
his uncle, S. F. Belknap, the celebrated 
railroad contractor, with whom he was 
extensively engaged in constructing rail 
roads in Massachusetts, Maine, and 
Vermont. After fifteen success ful ycars 
he returned from the U nitec1 States to 

I Canada. and launched into railway en
terpri ses of magnitude. His first COl1 

tracL was on the Grand Trunk from 
Richmond t<:> Quebec. This was fol
lowed by the StaJJsteacl, Sbeffore! ane! 
Chambly , connecting St. Johns with 
Waterloo. He next built the SOllth
eastern , from ""Vest Farnham to N ew 
port, and made the extension of the 
Canada Central from Sand Point to 
Pembroke. H e also received the COil' 
tract from the Canada Central from 
Nipissillg. He was elected in 1858 
member for Shefford in the Canada 
Assembly. After 2 years, he resignerl 
and was retttrned by acclamation to the 
Legislative Council fOl' the district of 
Bedford. On the accomplishment of 
confederation he was appointed to the 
Senate of the D ominion , fro m which he 

Skelton Fost.el' may have been a bro-I retired 2 yeMs since on receiving a ('on
ther of .1 0hu Foster. 


Willard Foster malTiecl Hannah. dau. 

of CHope. ~~th Briggs . She was born 
Dec. 22, 178;). 

Dr. StclJhen Sewall Foster maTI'ied 
::3ally, dau. of Daniel Belknap. She 

WHoS bol'll, l\Iay 14, 1795. }l"0 ...·cord 
of cllildren. 

COL . A. B. F OSTER . 

[BORT.IKGTON FREE PRESS. I 
whost, sudden death, at l\Iontreal, ·has 
so shocked his numerous fi'ienc! s, was 
born in Dummerston, in 1817, but re
moved with his father, the late Dr. 
Stephen Sewell Foster, to Frostvillage, 

tra(·t for the constl'uetion of the Geor
gian Bay Branch of the Pacific Rail 
way. Hc has lately been actively en
gaged in making an'angcment.s to com
plete his contmct. Financial troubles 
overtook him sometime ago, but he was 
hoping and lHohoriJg with energy to re
lieve himsel f. H e had long been afflicted 
wirh heart diseaS€, whieh is hereditary 
in hi s fami ly. Last .June, in Saratoga, 
he suJfered severely, and after his in car-
cel'ation, two weeks ago, in lrasbllrgh 
j ail, he had another attack. His phy
sicians prescribed rest for him, and 
counselled him to beware c;f excilement . 
The recent trouble which he has had, 

'2 miles from W'aterloo, P. Q.• wilen he I no doubt, hastened his death. Mr. 
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Foster had a mania for building roads, 
alld he not ouly invested all his own 
money in them, but induced his friends 
likewise to embark i.1 such speculations. 
The result of his almost herculean labors 
has been to serve the Dominion rather 
than to bring any subilt.an tial reward to 
his own family. His remains were re
moved to 'Vaterloo fol' interment. 

CHURCH HISTORY. 


CHAPTER IV. 


THE BAPTIST CHURCH OF WEST 


DUMMERSTON 

According to the minute" of the gen
-eral convention of Baptist churches in 
Vermont, this church was organized in 
1783. The earliest record of the church, 
recently found, begins Apr. 12, 1789. 
On that day the church vgted to adopt 
the new articles of f<~ith and covenant. 
They had no place for public worship 
other than to meet at private dwellings. 
The locality where the meetings were 
then held, is now school district No.6, 
instead of No.1 'West, where the meet 
irig-house now stands. At that time 
meetings were held mostly at the houses 
of Samuel Wakefield and J ess,," Manley . 
Elder Joel Butler ,\-vas invited to assist 
in one of those meetings, but it is not 
certain that he had previoflsly been their 
pastor. John Manly, Jr., and J esse 

Elder Stone who resigned in 1789, be
cause his mind was much troubled about 
the "perplexing necessities" of' life. 
'-Vhen the record ch;es for that year, 
the church was unwilling to accept Elder 
Stone's resignation. 

J esse Manley was church clerk in 
1791 and held the position, Sept. 17, 

'"'"' 1794, when the old record closes, which 
is a book of 75 pages. 

Feb. 18, 1792. ·The church voted 
that it was the deacons' work to take 
care of the poor of the church and pro
vide for the communion. 

June 4, 1792. Eleven persons were 
admitted to the church. On the sam~ 
day it was voted that" our brethren in 
the south part of Marlboro should be a 
branch of our church with full powel' to 
receive members." John Manley, Jr., 
was chosen clerk of that branch. 

........ 
church , July 22, 1792, and the same 
number, Aug. 26, 1792. 

It was voted that Brother Wakefield 
should improve his gift steady for fur
ther satisfaction; and it was the opinion 
of the church that Br. Beriah Willis 
" has a gift that may be proftebell in 
Zi(.n." 

Sept. 13,1792, the church met at the 
house of Abel Bugbee in Putney and 
admitted to the church 13 persons, who 

Nine persons were admitted to the 

Manley had beenservil:g the chureh as . were residents of t.hat. localit.y. Jesse 
deacons, but WE;re released Aug. 9, ' Manly wai' chosen deacon that year. 
1789 . At that time the church assessed: Elder I saac Kenney, of Richmond, N. 
and collected "sums to support the IH., preached several times during the 
gospel." Iyear, for which he received $10 from 

ELDER STONE I individuals. 

had the pastoral care of the church for i Dec. 8, 1792. The church voted t~ 
a short time, but asked a dismission i act on a request from a society on the 
that year. No record for 1790. The west side of W est river, which is the 
church in Jamaica sent a letter Mar. 13, first evidence on record that a ~ociety 

1791, asking that Isaiah Stone be dis- existed ill that locality. The request 
missed to their church. May be this is , was that Br. Samllel V.,rakefield should 
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be permitted to preach to them. He 
bad recently been llrged to improve his 
gift with a vIew to preacl1ing: also f:e 
'Church had asked him to serv~ them as 
'lieaCOll. Br. W"akefield received "lib
-erty to improve his gIft where he should 
judge duty." Micah French, Jr., was 
'chosen deacon. 

Aug. 20, 17'i!2. The c'hUTch voted 
tl1at Bro. Mical1 French, Jr., Samuel 
Manley, .James Manu, Eilos Pllilips, 
and Luke Taylor should take the lead 
'of singing in public meeting. 

BR. RUFUS FREEMAN 

was I'equested to come a'nd see tl1e 
.chllrch. May 3, 1793, he received ".a 
-call to take the pastoral .care of thiS 

church." 
Jan. 26, 1793. The church met at 

Putney "Vest Hill and admitted to the 
dlljrch nine persons. Bro. Stebbcns was 
-chosen to take the lead on the Sabbath 
'Of the brethren in Putney. 

Rufus Freeman and Phebe, his wife 
were admitted by letter from the church 
in Fitzwilliam, N. H. He was ordained 
over the church in ' ;Vest Dummerston, 
Sept. 4 , 1793. The ordination took 
place at the house of James Manley. 
The churches invited were Richmond, 
K. H., Marlboro, Royalston, Mass., 
Gllilford[west part under Elder J acobs J, 
Fitzwilliam, and Putney. 

The place where Jesse Manley lived 
in 1793, was bought by the church for 
£58 [$193 1 3J as a home for Elder 
Freeman. For a time he preached 
every third Sabbath at Grassy Bl'ook in 
Putney. 

Ott. 20, 1793. The church voted to 
assist the brethren in Putney to ordain 
them an elder, Elder Freeman. Jesse 
Manley, Micah French, Jr., E zekiel 
Wilson, Scth Hudson and Samuel 
W,.akefield were sent for that purpose. 

25 

Apr. 24-, 1794. The brethren at Marl
boro sent a letter req uesting to be set off, 
and Elder Freeman, Samuel Wakefield, 
Micah Frencll, Seth Hudson were sent 
by the church to aid in the exercises. 

Aug. 2, 1794. Dea. J esoe Manley, 
who was in trouble with the c1wrch 
about a tntde wirh a brother member . 
was Cc'llled on and requested" to take 
his place and travel with the church. 

No olher rer-ord of the early church 
!Jas been found a,t the time of this 
writing. 

In 1811, Seth Hudson and Jotham 
BUr1lett were a committee tD revise the 
names on the church record. They 
reported 103 resident members. The 
whole number recorded at that time was 

, 215. It is not certain when the first 
meeting.house was built in \Vest Dum
merston. The first building occupied 
by tLe church was pllrchased in Guil
ford, t.aken down and erected on the site 

of the church now occupied by the so
ciety. "Vhen it became unserviceable, 
lt was removed a few rods south fi'om 
its old foundation and converted into a 
store and dwelling-house . The post
office is now kept in this store which is 
owned and occupied by John E. Town
send as merchant and post-master . 

THE LATE RECORDS 

of the church begin Nov. 29, 1827, 
w hell the First and Second Bapti>.t 
Church were united. A divisior. in the 
church had existed for a long time; but 
it does r,ot appear expedient to write up 
the cause,; ot separation. At the time 
of the union, Elder J onathan Huntley 
was pastor, and J esse lI1anley, Luke 
Taylor, and Oliver Carpenter, Jr., were 
deacons. 

Elder .Jerome Packer was pasLor, and 
Oliver Carpent.er and Daniel Jones were 
deacons in 1840. Joel Chandler was 
church clerk many years. S. 'V. "Vil
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son held the place a long time, and for 
the last few years George Everlcth has 
been clerk of the church. 

ADDITIONAL STATISTICS 

School Districts; By whom returned; 
Number of scholars. 

District 1 returned by Allstin Birchard, 
80 scholars and $21,20. 

That have been furnished to the wri- , District 2 returned by Josep.h Bemis; 
ter since the above was written; 

In 1818 and 18 19, Elder Mansfield 
Bruce was pastor of one division of the 
church alid Elder Huntley of the other. 

Elder Ziba Howard was pastor in 
1834, and remained with the church till 
1840. 

After Elder Jerome Packer's pastor
ate ended, Elder Phineas Howe became 
preacher, Aug. 27, 1842. 

In 1859, H. B. Streeter was their 
minister. 

F. NI. Mace waK resident pastor in 
1863. 

Rev. Mark Carpenter, of Townshend 
preached for the church in 1866 and 
a~ain in 1879 when he wa~ 78 years 

ot age. 

• 
Rev. Jonas G. Bennett was pastor 

III 1869. 
Rev. A. N . Woodruff had the pastoral 

care in 1875, and Rev. C. J. Wilson 
in 1881. 

54 scholars and $14,31. 

District 3 returned by John Sargeant; 
45 scholars and $11 ,93. 

District 4 returned by Elder Allen; 33 
scholars and $8,74. 

District 5 returned by Asa Boyden; 41 
scholars and $10,865. 

District 6 returned by Samnel French; 
63 scholars and $16,695. 

District 7 returned by Lyman Walker; 
28 scholars and $7,42. 

District 8 returned by Doctor Boyden; 
75 scholars and $19,875. 

'Yill;arr. Whe eler and others, 9 scll01
ars and 62, 385.lI WEST SIDE OF VfES T RrvER. 

D· t tIt 1 b J th Bet' .
I S rc re nrnec yo , am urn t 

89 scholars and $23,585. 

District 2 returned by Elder Levi Dun
ham: 52 scholars and 813,78. 

-. 

It 

Rev. C. R. Powers is pastor for 1884 .1 District 3 returned by James A. Chase; 
The oldest deacons of the church 

now living, are Dea. John Greenwood 
and Dea. J. Bartlett Estey. 

John K. Leonard was deacon in 1867 
and served till his death in 1875. 

Sidney H. Barrett was chosen dea
con, Apr. 5, 1884. 

The church now occupied by the so
ciety, was built in 1859. James A. 
Chase was chosen clet'k in 1843, Benja
min Stickney in 1858, S. W. Wilson in 
1864, and George Everleth in 1879. 

DIVIDEND OF SCHOOL MONEY. 


to the town treasurer of Dummerston 

for the year 1820 : 

( This report was found among the old 

plLpers of John B. Miller. ) 


35 scholars and $9,275. 

District 4 retm-ned by Richard Dean; 
20 scholars and $5, 30. 

District 5 returned by Calvin Holiday; 
32 scholars and $8,48. 

Total No. ofscholars 656 and $173,84. 

J A~IES A. CHASE, ) 

ALVINE KNAPP, [TRUSTEES. 

PETER 'VILLaRD, ) 

Dummerston, April 3d, A. D. 1820. 

The population of the tOWlI in 1820 
was 1658. In 1880, the population was 
816. The number of scholars attend
ing school was 183; between the ages 
of 5 and 20 years, 177. The public 
money divided in 1880 was $360,52. 
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ROLL OF HONOR. 
OUR SOLDIERS: 186 1- 1H65. 

VOLUNTEERS FOR THREE YEARS, 

Credited previous to the call for 
Three Hunch'ed Thousand Volunteers, 

Oct.17, 1863. 

WILLIAM H.FOSTER, 

t he first so ldier from this town in the 
late war, enlisted .May 1, 1861, in Co. 
C. 2r1. Regiment; H e was promoted 
Sel'geant, and mustt"rcd out of service 
June 29, 1864. 

WILLIAM S. JUDD, 

enlisted Oct. 24, 186 1, in Co. F, 1st 
Reg. Cav.; discharged Dec. 28,1863 ; 
re-enlisted J an . 2, 1864; promoted cor
poral, Sept. ll, sergeant, May 1, aDO. 
mustered out of service July 31st, 1865. 

FREDERICK A. RICE, 

enlisted, Sept. 4, 1861. as a musician, 
Co. F, 4th R eg. ; sick in hospital neal' 
Wasllington; died Jan. 29,1862, aged 
19 years. 

SYLVESTER c . n URLlNGA ~fE, 

enl1sted Aug. 27, 1861, Co. F, 4th 
Reg.; discharged Mar. 5, 1862; re
enlisted May 27; prumoted sergeant, 
July 9; wounded severely at the ba ttle 
of Chapin's Farm. Sept. 29, 1864 ; pro· 
moted 2e1 Lieut. , Dec. 30; mustered out 
JUlie 13, 1865. 

CHAHLES w. nUNSFIELD, 

enli sted ])Jay 28, 1862', Co.K, 9th. 
Reg. ; taken prisonel' at H arper's Ferry, 
Sept. 15; soon after paroled; sent to 
Chicago, afterwards exchanged; rc
turned to N ewbern, N. C. ; sick in hos
pi:al at Morehead City; sent t,l tIl(-> hos
pital at Brat.tleboro, Vt., Jan. 1864; 
returned to his Reg. at Newbern, Apr. 
22; died in tbe hospital Apr. 29, 1il64 . 
in his] 8th year. I 

JOSEPH C . M~NSFIELD 

eJllisted, Aug. 11, 1862 in Company E 
11th. RegiJl1Gnt, \\Thile ill Fort Slo· 
r.um, near \\Tashingt')J1. he was taken 
sick with typhoid fever whie!: terminat
ed fatally, Oct. 11th. , 1863. H e was 
in the 25th year of his age at the tim.e 
.)f his death. 

WILLIAM If. i\IANSFIELD 

enlisted, Aug. 11, 1862, in Company 
E, 11th. Regiment, promoted corporal, 
Sept. 1st, discharged 011 account of sick
ness, July 30, 1863, nud died Mar. 11 , 
1867 , aged 2£ years. 

DANIEL G. O.KMSBEE 

enlisted, Allg. 11th. 1863, in Company 
E, 11 til Regiment, was promoted corp
oral, D"c. 28, 1863, and died at Alex
andria, Va., June 11 th 1864, of wonnds 
received in battle at Cold Harbor .J une 
1, 186'1, aged 23 years. 

HBRllERT J. KNIGHT 

enlisted, Aug. 11, 1862 in Company E 
11th Regiment aml was discharged Jan, 
20, 1865. 

FRANKLIN W. KNIGHT 

enlisted, Aug. 11 , 1il62 ; was wounded 
in battle; had one of' his feet amputa
ted ; was discharged, Aug. 11, 1865. 

rSAAC H. SIBLEY 

enlisted, Aug. 11, lil62. in Company 
E 11th Regiment; wounded in actioll 
a.nd mustered out ·of' 8ervice, June 21, 
1865. 

JAi\lES II. HACK£TT 

enlisted July 21, 1862, in Company E 
11th. Regiment, and was mustered out 
of service, June 20, 1865. 

DEXTER B. DEAN 

enlisted, Aug. 11, 1862, in Company E 
11 th Regimeut. He was discharged, 
Dec. 31, 1862, and dierl. in 1863, aged 
19 years. 
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FRANCIS H. MORSE 

enlisted in Company B 11th Regiment, 
Aug. 11th, 1862 ; was promoted corpor
al, Oct. 11th 1864 and mustered out of 
service, June 4, 1865. 

CHARLES K. CHAMBERLA.IN 

enlisted, Aug. 23, 1861 in Co. F, 4th 
Reg., disch'd, Apr. 3, 1862, ag.ed Hl. 

JAMES P. E. RANDOLL 

enlisted, May 28, 1862, in Company 
K, 9th Regiment, and was ir. the ser
vice three years. 

JOHN F. MORSE 

enlisted Aug. 11, 1862, in Company,E 
11th., Regiment, and died, Feb. 17, 
1863, aged 19 years. 

FRANKLIN STOCKWELL 

enlisted Sept. 6, 1861, was musiciall 
in Co. F, 4th Reg.; re-enlisted, Dec. 
15, 1863;. transferred from Co. F, to 
Co. B, Feb. 25, ] 865; mustered out 
July ]3, 1865. 

LOYAL SMITH. 

Loyal Smith, Jr., enlisted Aug. 20. 
1861, Co. G, 4th Reg. ; died at Hagers
town, Md., Nov. 26, 1862, aged 22 . 

A.NDREW J. HOWE 

enlisted, in Co. F, Sept. 28, 186J, 1st. 
Cavalry Regim.ent. and mustered out 
Nov. 18, 1864. 

JOHN S. JILLSON 

ABNER L, BUTTERFIELD 

enlisted, Dec. 5, 1861, in Co. H, 2d. 
Reg. U. S. S. S.; disc-harged in 1862. 


WALTER ELMER 


enlisted, Aug. 11, 1862, in. Co. E, 11th. 

Reg. ; promoted corporal , July 1, 1863, 
sergeant, Oct. 2, J 864; and mustered 
out of service, June, 24, 1865. 

GEORGE H. KNIGHT 

enlisted, Aug. 16, 1862, in Co. C. 2d. 
Reg. ; wOlmded in action;. discharged, 
May 3d, 1863. 

WARREN HERSEY 

enlisted, in Company F, First Cavalry 
Regiment. 

HENRY D. EVERLETH 

enlisted, Nov.. 19, 1861, in 2d. Reg. 

Co. H, U. S. S. S. ; discharged March 
24, 1863;. died in 1863, aged 20. 

Anson Buxton and Hosea Stone en
listed from other towns and are credited 

\,. 

to Dummerston. 

The following names are credits un~ 
del' the call of Oct. 17, 1863, for 300. 
000 volunteers, and subsequent calls. 

VOLUNTEERS FOR THREE YEARS. 

WILLIAM D. AIKEN 

enlisted, Jan. 2, 1864, in Co. K, 9th. 
Reg. ; transfened to Co. C, June 13, 
1864; promoted corporal, July 22d., 
1865; mustered out Dec. 1, 1865. 

enlisted in Company F Sept .. 12, 1861, I HARRISON K. BACON 

1st. Cavalry Regiment; mustered out· enlisted Jan. 2, 1864, in Co. K, 7th. 
Nov. 18, 1864. 

SAMUEL W. ESTEY 

enlisted, Aug. 24, 1861, in Co. F, 4th. 
Reg. ; promoted corporal; mustered Ollt 
Sept. 30, 1864. 

ZELOTES BURLINGAME 

enlisted, Nov. 23, 1861, in Co. H, 2d. 
Reg. U. S. Sharp Shooters; died Oct. 
7,1862, aged 43 years. 

Regiment; wounded at Chapin's Farm, 
Sept. 29, 1864; transferred to Co. C, 
by reason of consolidation of regiment 
June 1, 1865; promoted corporal June 
15; 2d. Lieut. Co. C, July 3; 1st 
Lieut. Nov. 17 ; mustered out, Dec. 1, 
1865; died July 22, 1866, aged 24. 

CHARLES L. DODGE 

enlisted Dec. 4, 1863, in Co. K, 9th. 
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Reg. i died at Brattleboro, Vt., Dec.•5, 
1864; aged 17. 

WILLIA~1 H. MARSHALL 

enlisted Dec. 24, 1863, First Vt. Bat
tery. Light Arr.illery ; trallsferred to 2d 
Vt. Battery, July 13, 1864; to First 
Vt. H eavy Artillery, March 1,1865; 
mustered out July 28, 1865. 

1I1ARSHALL B. HOLTON 

enlisted Jan. 2, 1864, Co. K, 9th Reg
iment; transferred to Co. C, June 13, 
1865 ; promoted corporal, Aug. 24th; 
died at Norfolk, Va., Nov. 13, 1865, 
aged 20 years. 

JOHN MILLER 

eulistcd, Jan. 2, 1864, in Co. K, 9th. 
Regiment; transferred to Co. C, June 
13, 1865; promoted corporal July 22; 
sergeant, Sept. 21st. and mustered out, 
Dec. 1, 1865. 

AURELIUS PETEE 


enlisted, Dec. 17,1863, in Co. K, 9th. 

Regiment; transferred to Co. C, June 

13,1865; mustered out, Dec. ), 1865. 


WM. L. G. WHITNEY 


enlisted, Allg. 28, 1862, Co. B, 16th, 
Reg. ; mustered ont with the regiment, 
Aug. 10. 1863; rc-enlisted tor 9 mos. 
Dec. 14, 1863 i sick in Gen. Hospital; 
died, Dec. 1), 1864, aged 21. 

JOHN L. WILLARD 

enlisted, .Jan. 2, ) 864, in Co. K, 9th. 
Regiment; transferred to Co. C, June 
13,1865; mustered ~ut Dec. 1, 1865. 

Lymatl J. Brown, David Crocker, 
David H. Davis, Edward S. Gilman, 
1IIichaei Kelly, Bradbury A. Hunt, 
.John Hawley. Austin Loverin, Eli .lH. 
Quimby, Frank King, James Thomp
son, John JYL Welch, and Harris B. 
Mitchell enlisted from other towns in 
V t. ana credited to Dummerston. 

VOLUNTEERS FOR ONE YEAR. 


GEORGE H. WHIPPLE 


r.nlisted, Aug. 23, 1864; was not as

signed to any regiment; and discharged 
Oct. 11, 1864. 

GEORGE F. WHITNEY 

enlisted, Sept. 2, 1864; Co. K, 9th. 
Reg. ; sick in Gen. Hospital, Dec. 1, 
1864;, died during the same month, 
aged 23 years. 

EARL F. WILLARD 

enlisted, Aug. 23, 1864, Co. K, 9th. 
Reg. ; mllstered out May 22. 1865. 

ENROLLED MEN WHO FURNISHED 

SUBSTITUTES. 
Asa Dutton, "\¥illiam H. Frost. Jer

ome W. Knight, Henry H. Miller, and 
Joseph R. Nourse. 

VOLUNTEERS FOR NINE MONTHS: 

Herbert G. Bond, Leroy L. Bond, 
Mansel H. Bush, George A. Ellis, 

Fredrick G. Smith, WaUace VV. 'Wilson 

enlisted, Sept. 20, 1862, in Company 
I, 16th. Regiment, and were mustered 
out of service, Aug. 10 1863. 

A.SAHEL E. ELLIS 

cnlisted ~ept. :W, 1862, in Company I , 
16th. Reg. ; died at Union Mills, Va., 
Apr. 9, 1863. aged 20. 

PASCHAL S. LAUGHTON 

enlisted, Sep. 20, 1862, in Co. r, )'ith 
Reg. ; promoted 1st Sergt., Oct. 23, 2d 
Lieut. Co. B, Mar. 17, '63; died Aug. 
6, 1863, aged 29 years. 

OR~IANDO E. NORCROSS, ASA D. GATES, 
promoted Sergt. ; URN AN PRESCOTT JH., 
FRED'K S STEWA.ln, EDWIN R. WILLARD . 

enlisted, Aug. 28, 1862, in Company 
B 16th RegiD1ent~ and were mustered 
Ollt of service, Aug 10, 1863. 
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FURNISHED L NDER DRAFT AND 

PAID COllDlUTATION: 

Ripley C. BenlJett, J(.lm F. Butter· 
fipld, Stephen L . Dutton, Lucian A. 
Elmer, Harl",n ,V. Holton, Anthony 
L. Huntley, Leroy 1. Knapp, Morris 
E. 	Lawton, and Ath-eTton Prescott. 

PIWCURED SUBSTITUTE: 

George R. Beunett, Hftrdin 'Y. Beh
nett, Alonzo Bradley. Daniel oW. Gates, 
Jason C . Knight, Charles Ormsbee, 
and James H. Sargeant. 

ABEL D. BROWN 

was draftpd July 13, 1863; assigned to 
Co. K, 6th Reg.; mustered out June 
26,1865. 

VOLUNTEERS FOR ONE YEAR. 

IRA O. HAYEN, promoted Com. Sergt. 
and DAVID ilL ESTEY enlisted, .JanUaI,), 
30,1865, in Company F, 1st Regiment 
Frontier Cavalry; mustered out of ser
vice, June 27,1865. 

AUSTIN LAUGHTON, furnished a sub 
s titute, and JOHN M. MONTGOMERY 

and JOHN CASHIER entered the United 
States 	Navy. 

A FAMILY OF SOLDIERS. 

Three sons of Jesse J. Mansfield, of 
Dummerston, were in the army during 
the late war for the Union. All enlisted 
for three years. Charles W. Mansfield 
enlisted in May 1862, aLd was at that 
time not quite 16 years of age. He wa~ 
a member of Co,npauy K, 9th Vt. Vols. 
About the middle of July the regiment 
was sent to 'Vashington. From that 
place they marched to " Tinchester, Va., 
where they remained till a few days be
fore the battle of Antietam, where they 
were ordered to march in quick time to 
Harper's Ferry. Sept. 15th they were 
made prisoners of war by the enemy 
immediately paroled, and soon after, 

marched to Baltimore. From that place 
they were sent to Camp Douglas, ('hica
go, where they remained several mouths. 
Charles was sick at this place for the 
first time after leaving Vermont. While 
on duty with the regiment at Suffolk , 
Va., in the Fall of 1863, he was again 
sick. He was considered able to go 

'nth his regiment when it lefL this place 
for Newbern N. C. ; but it proved oth
erwise, and he was sent to the hospital 
in Morehead City. Havillg regained 
sufficient strength, he received a fur
lough, came home Dec. 5th, and was in 
the hospitftl at Brattleboro, when, wit.h 
a few other soldiers, he was sent back 
to his regiment, Apr. 12, 1864. He 
arrived at N ewbel'l1 on the 22d, and 
died Apr. 29, in the 18th year of his 
age . 

Joseph C. and William H. Mansfield 
joined the army in August, 1862, and 
both were members of Battery E, 1st 
Artillery, 11 th Vt. Regt. This battery 
was stationed at Fort Slocum, near 
Washington, during the memorable bat
tle at Gettysburg . While in this fort, 
Joseph was sick with typhoid fever, 
which terminated fatally Oct. 11,1863. 
He was in his 25th year and left a wife 
and one child, who survived her father's 
death only one year, dying Oct. 30, 
1863, age, 3 years. 

W"illiam was in the army about one 
year. On account of ill health, ne re
ceived a discharge from service, and 
returned to Vermont. vVhen he was 
again able to labor, he went to Boston, 
l\1:ass., where he worKer1 as a mechanic 
nearly two years. During that time he 
had much fliclmess, finally gave up busi
ness, and came back to Dummerston, 
where he died of consumption, March 
11, 1867, aged 26 years. 

Mrs. Hannah Mansfield , the mother 
of these soldiers, died Feb. 14, 1875, 
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agea 65 yeaTs. She was the youngest jThe sad event occllrred in Aug. 1880, 
of a family of 11 children, cight sons Ian.d in the spri? g of 18~2, his r~main s 
amI three daughters. Hel' father, Ben
jamin. Lufkin, was one (jf the first set- 'j' 

tiers III the town of Rumford, lYle., 
wbere she was born in 1809. Her 
brothel' Joseph, the eldest of the tamily, 
was a minister tor nearly GO years and 
preached his last sermon only a few 
Sabbaths he fore his death, which occur
red in 1872 in the 86 year of his age. 
Two other brothers were also ministers. 

COL. WILLIAM HENRY GREENWOOD. 

During the last years of his life, the 
homo of Col. Greenwood was in Dum
merston. Here also was the birth-place 
of his wife, Eva Duncan Kr,ight, dau. 
of Joel and Fannie (Duncan) Knight. 
Mrs. Knight was the dau. of Dr. Abel 
Duncan, secoud cousin of Judge J aSOll 
Duncan. Col. Greenwood purchased 
in 1873, the farm, 'which has been ,the 
homestea d of the Joel Knight family 
for three generations, but his i:n'ofession 
as a civil and mining engineer, called 
him from home nearly the whole time 
after the purchase was made. Never
theless , he eounted tha t it would afford 
him a place of rest from the hardships 
of his professional life whenever oppor
tunity should favor; but rest came not 
as antiC' ipatel1. The man who s!cemeci 
to have ,1, charmed life, csctlpiug the 
bulleLS of the enemy on many hard
fought battle-fields of thc la~c war for , 	 the U Ilion, passing uuharmed llumerous 
attack" of Illl.ians which he encountered 
during his surveys on the plaills ot the 
West in 1867-68 and 6lJ, endming hard
ships from cold and hunger which few 
inen have ever experienced, was killed 
by a fatal shot from a gang of robbers I 
and murderers in ambush, and the ca-\ 

were brough" trom MexICo to theIr final 
re::;ting place in tbe cemetery at Dum
merston. 

William Greenwood, his great-grand
father, came from Sherborn, Jl,iass., and 
settled in Dublin, N. H., in 1765. He 
was a carpenter by trade and was killed 
at the raising of a barn, Jllne 28, 1782, 
aged 61. He married Abigail Death of 
Sherborn, who d. Oct 1,1814 aged 91. 

Joshua Greenwood, grandfather of 
the Colonel, manied Hannah Twitch
ell ot' Dublin, Aug. 22, 1779. 

Asa, his father, was born in Dublin, 
Jnly 1, 1797, married Dec. 31, 1821, 
Mrs. Lucy Evens, who died in Marl
boro, N. H.,Feb. 20,1852. He mar
ried 2d, Mary Minot, and removed to 
Illinois in 1853 ; returning E ast in the 
summer of 1877, to visit friends, he 
died at the house uf his son in Dum
mer~ton, July 16, 1877. 

Col. Greellwooc1 WllS born in Dublin, 
N. H. l\Ian:h, 27,1832, and married 
Miss Knight, May 19, 1857. H e was 
the youngest son of the family and spent 
his early years, for the most part in the 
public schools of Marlboro, N. H., 
where his parents removed in 1834. 
Mathematics were his favorite s:udies 
amI came easily to him. It was his 
ambition in youth to become a thorough 
all~ accomplished engineel', aGd that 
object was fulfilled. He remained ill 
Marlboro until 1850, when he entered 
Norwich University, (Vt.,) graduating 
in 1852. From '1 report of the Tweifth 
Reunion of the Society of th e Army of 
the Cnmberland," we subjoin: 

FRO',j THE V E mlONT PHffiNIX, 

"In 1852, he went to Illinois and 
reer of a bu:.y lite instantly termj~lated. engaged ill the survey of railroads till 

-
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the war of tbe rebellion broke out. He Magruder. With the burned a nd bended 
enlis ted in the 51st Reg. Ill. Vols., Jan. railroad iron, and such timber as could 
17, 1862, and was commissioned after- be gathered ont of the Gnadalonpe low
wards 1st Lieut. Co. H, of tI: at regi- lands, he soon had the cars running to 
ment. H:s commission as captain of Victoria. Having fini~hed his work in 
the same company is dated May 9, 1863. 
Soon after the battle of Stone Riv(~r, 
Gen . RO$ccra ns selected Greenwood for 
a competent engir.eer to organize a topo
graphical service, and be was directed 
to report to Gen. Stanley, at that time 
chief of cavalry for the Army of the 
Cumberland with whom he remained till 
the fall of 1865, when the 4th Corps of 
that division was mustered out in Texas. 
No officer served in the Army of the 
Cumberland who was present at and 
participated in more battles, actions, 
affairs, skirmishes, than Col. Green
wood. Always strong and well, though 

Texas, he retnrned to Vermont and soon 
afterwards went vVest, where he was 
employed upon the Kansas Pacific Rail 
road. He was appointed chief engineer 
of this road, and wh ilst holding this 
position, he made smveys on the 32d. 
and 35th parallels, through to San 
Francisco . During his service for the 
company, he contructed 150 miles of 
railroad in 100 working days and the 
last day laid ten and one-quftrter miles 
in ten hours, a feat, perhaps, never 
equalled in railroad construction. In 
1870, he made the first general report 
in favor of three feet narrow gauge rail 

slender of form, he was always ready roads, and was appointad general mall
for duty, day and night. The great 
battles in which he was a most active 
participant embrace such names as Per
ryville, Stone River, Hoovcr's Gap, 
Chickamauga, Missionary Ridge, t.hree 

agel' of' construction of the Denver and 
Rio Geande Railroad. Upon comple
tion of the first division of this road, he 
was appointed General Supentencknt, 
and remained till the road was finished 

months of Atlauta campaign, an almost to Canon City. He next "vent to Mex
continuous fight, including Peach Tree 
Creek, the assault on Kenesaw; fin ally, 
in the last great service of the 4th Corps, 
the action at Spring Hill, next day the 
battie of Franklin, and very soon the 
battle of Nashville, which ended the 
mission of the Army of the Cumberland, 
in the destru~tion of Hood's army. In 
only, 1864, when Gen. Stanley was 
appointed to the commancl of the 4th: 

ico in company with Gen. 'V. S. Rose
crans and Gen. W. J. Palmer with a 
view to constructing a national railroad 
in that country. Whilst engaged in this 
service, he visited England and the con
tinent, in the interest of his road, but 
failing to get the concessious asked for 
from the Mexican government, he re
turned to New York and established 
himself as a civil engineer. In M ay, 

Corps , Greenwood was ('ommissioned 1878, he took charge of the construction 
by the President, Lt. Col. and Inspector, 
to date July 28, 1864. In July, 1865, 
the 4th Corps landed in Texas , and was 
pO$ted at Victoria, Lavacca, and San 
Antonio. Col. Greenwood was put in 
charge of the Gulf and San Antonio 
Railroad which had been completely 
destroyed, by the rebel general, John 

of the Pueblo and Arkansas Valley 
Railroad for the Atchison, Topeka and 
S anto Fe Company; and March, 1879, 
took charge of the .Marion and lvIcPer
son Railroad. This is the last public 
work with which he ,vas connected un
til he went to Mexico upon his last and 
fatal engagement. As an engineer, he 
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!had few peers in the profession. No Morgan dated United States Legation, 
.ohstacle that nature had interposed, as Mexico, Nov. 23, 1880, tn Gen. D. S. 
it were, in frolicsome mood, iii tlte can- Stanley, states that when Col. Green
I()ns and moulitaillS of the West, deterred wood approaclted where the robbers 
this engineer of science, of skill, and were in ambush, they rashed Ollt UpOIl 
daring, and railroad trains now run him, hoping that the frightened horse 
securely, where before the wild moun- would throw ltis rider, and in that way 
tain sheep feared to climb. The skill- they might obtain possession of him, 
ful capitalists who built these wonderful and, as in this, they failed, they to 

railroads of Colorado, well appreciated make sure of the horse nmrdered Col. 
the worth of Co!. Greenwood, and when Greenwood. His horse, carbine, and 
the Sullivan and Palmer Companies revolver were taken, but his watch, pa
undertook the Internatiollal and Inter- pers, and money were Ulltouched. It 
oceanic railroads from the city of Mex- is believed that t.he assassins were dis
ico to the Pacific coast, Greenwood was turbed and only had time to make off 
ealled, as he had heen before. as the witl. the articles mentioned. His body 
most reliable man to locate the work. wa:; brought to the capital and buried in 
Whilst so employed, he was murdered the Americ'an Cemetery Sept. 1, 1880. 
near Rio Hondo 18 miles from the city The unfortunate occurrence createdll, 
of Mexico, Aug. 29, 1880. He was on sensation in the capital and the loss of 
his way from Hondo to the city of Mex- Col. Greenwood was deeply felt" The 
ko, accompanie!i by Mr. Miller, an funeral procession was attellded by the 
:assistant engineer, and a servant, where, whole of the Americans and English
:as was his custom, he expected to spend men, Germans and Frenchmen and 
the Sabbath with his family. '\Then many of the representative Mexicans. 
within some 9 miles of the city, he Over 60 coaches formed the funeral cor
:Stopped at a wayside inn for the pur- tege, and 150 persons followed in the 
pose of taking refreshments. H ere there sad possession. Before Mrs. Green
were a num.ber of men, who, seeing his wood left on her retul'll to this country 
horse, laid a plot by which they were to she was presented with a memorial 
obtain possession of it. They accord- signed by for~y leading Mexicans, res!
i.ugly rode ahead some di:5tance, where dents of the City of Mexico. The me
they remained ambushed. Col. Green- morial closes as follows: '·When you 
wood upon arriving at a barl'anca, or return to your lonely home, tell those 
!'avine, separated from his companions who will come to mourn with you that 
aud proceeded ahead of them at an in- if Mexico, as all the other nations of 
ereased pace, with the object of examin - the earLh, unfortunately has her crim
ing the locality. His companions saw inals, sire has also, honest hearts that 
him as he came from the barranca and I repel them, and authorities to prosecute 
descended upon the opposite side of the them; tell your friends that if there are 
hilL They hastened in a gallop to join vile men in our society, as there a re in 
him, when, in a short time, they came all human societies, there are also thou
upon hi" dead body lying in the road, ands of i30uls that worship the good 
perforated by two bullets, one through and see a brother in every worthy man. 
the breast and left hand, another through And tell them, too, that amongst us not 
the right hand . A lett~r from P. H. I a single tear of the widow or the orphan 
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fails to find a friendly hand exte nded to 
wipe it away.' " 

DECORATION DAY. 

During the years that have p&'ssed 
since the dose of the war in 1865 , the 
graves of soldiers in this tOlVn have not 
been visited by any considerable num
ber of persons at one time, except on 
Olle occasion, May 30, 1879; yet, we 
do not feel that the grftves of the hon
ored dead are neglected in our cemeter
ies. JVIarble tablets have been erected 
to their memory and flowers are yearly 
scattered upon the green hillocks raised 
over their remains by kindred ii'iends 
and others who cherish their memory. 
Perbaps some grave, or graves may not 
rec'eive the floral tribute yearly, but in 
the absence of cut flow ers, the coldness 
and silence of the grave~ are relieved by 
the shades and blooming plants that 
adorn them. Nineteen soldiers of the 
l at~ war, who were citizens of Dum
merston lie buried in the cemeteries of 
this town. How long the memory of 
their names and deeds will last we can
not tell, but the Grand Army of the 
Republi c of which they were a consti
tuent part, made an honorable record 
which the world cannot forget. These 
are their Dames: Fred H. Rice, Daniel 
G. Ormsbee, Lieut. Paschal S. Laugh
ton, Lieut. Harrison K. Bacon, Loyal 
Smith, Asahel E. Ellis, Charles L. 
Dodge, Frank L. Gibbs, William Bemis, 
Henry D. Everleth, Zpnas Butterfield, 
Waitstill Pettee , Wm. L. G. Whitney, 
George S . Whitney, Marshal B. H ol
ton, Edward C. Foster, Joseph C. 
Mansfield, William H. :i\'Iansfield and 
Charles 'V. Mansfield who died and was 
buried in Newbern, N. C., but a record 
of his death is on the gravestone of his 
brother Wm. H. :Mansfield. 

CHURCH HISTORY 

CHAPTER V. 

THE METHODIST CHURCH . 

The only church of this denomina
tion was located on West Dummerston 
hill, about three miles from the valley 
of 'West River and one-4th.-mile from 
l\'hrlboro boundary line. According 
to the bcst information ol)tained, the 
meeting-house was built about 1812. 
j\irs. Orrin L Bennett, a resident in 
that part of the town, now living, came 
there in 1820 and the meeting-house 
was built some years before that time. 

The society was small but the attend
ance at chmch was very good for many 
years. 

The society near the closing years of 
its existence found it quir,e difficult to 
sustl1.in public worship and . keep the 
house in repair, and therefore it was 
left a few years unoccupied, and was 
pulled down in 1866. The timber was 
sold to Edwin and Fayette Miller. 

ELDER WILLIAM HENRY HODGES 

of Dover, appears to have been the first 
pastor of the society. H e was their 
minister so early as 1823 and 24. Other 
ministers, remembered at the present 
day , are Elders Hal'l'is, House, John 
Prouty, Spencer, and Houghton. 

THE UNIVERSALIST CHUHCH. 

This society had stated preaching as 
early as 1833, and possibly before that 
date. A library of moral and religious 
books had been organized by this society 
sometime previous, but the time of 
organization is not stated, though books 
were drawn in 1833. Preaching for 
the society was supplied occasionally 
by different ministers. 

The first resident minister was Rev. 
Freeman LoriI)g. After him came Rev. 
J. Britton . The nOll-resident ministers, 
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who preached at stated times, were were chosen to draft a plan of the 
Rev.. Charles Woodhouse: Rev. building . The committee recom-
Aunn Bugbee and Rev. OtlS War- d did b reno men e a pan presente y Lewis 

After the Union Church was built Holton and Winslow Dutton, who 
in 1842, this society settled Rev. made with the committee a contract 
Wm. N. Barber, that year, and his to build the meeting-honse for $20 
pastoratre over them continue~ 5 for each pew, or slip. Number of 
y~ars. rhe ,church was orgalllzed pews 38; cost $760. The piazza in 
wIth about 25 me~bers, Dec. 25, front cost $81 , dd'r 1 . 
18112, and Joel Kmght was chosen . ,a 1 IOna . . 
deacon. That Christmas day was a The meetmg house was fimshed 
notable time, it being not only the according to contract in June and 
date of organizing the U~iversalist :.accepted by the committee, July 2, 
chu~'ch, but the ~rst tune th~t 1842, and the society voted to dedi-
Chnstmas was publIcly observed lU t tb .
this town. After Mr. Barber's re- ca e e honse, July 1st, the same 
moval in 1847, the society lan- year. No record was made of the 
guished, and no society of that de- dedication on the record book. 
nomination now exists in town. Samuel Knight made a present of a 

Bible to the society. 
THE UNION CHURCH. It does not appear on the record 

The earliest record of this society , at what time Rev. William N. Bar-
reads as follows: bel', a Universalist minister from 

"We the subscribers hereby asso- Alstead, N. H., became pastor of 
ci.ate ourselves together for the pur- the society, but it was probably 
pose of building a Union Meeting soon after the house was dedicated. 
house for religious worship, to be He was pastor as late as 1846 at 
erected on the common neal' the . . . ' 
east Meeting house in Dummerston IwhlCh t ime he was supenntendent 
for all religiOUS denominations, to of schools. The annual meeting of 
be used for rel igious purposes as the association was Aug. 28, 1846, as 
long a~ a majority of said ~s~ociation shown by the record. Mr. Barbel' 
shall. d\l'~ct, and each rehglOus de- probably removed from town the 
nommation shall have the use of. . . 
said house in proportion . to what 
interest they may own in said 
house. . 

The first meeting of said associa
tion shall be holden o~ the 16t~1 day
of ~IIarch,1842, and saId ASSOCiatIOn 
to be known and called the Union 
~feeting house association." 

masa al :vas c osen mo 

At the 
1842 A 

first 
Cl'k 

meeting, Mar. 
h 

16, 
d 

-t , 

erator, and Asa Kmght, clerk. Ros
well Sargeant, Stephen Dutton, 
Joel Knight and \OVm. Bemis were 
chosen a committee to superintend 
the building of a meeting house and 
locate the same. Epa Cone, Steph

foll.owmg year. Smce that time the 
sOCIety has had no regular preacher 
and meetings were not long con
tinued after that date. 

In 1858 a meeting was call d t 
. . . . e .0 

see If the society would sen their 
me.etl.ng-house; but .no sale of the 
~nllldmg was made ttlI18~2, when 
It was sold and removed to Its pres
ent site. It was converted into a 
dwelling-house which is now, 1884, 
owned and occupied by Thomas N. 
Reed . 

OUR COLLEGIATES. 

en Dutton and Roswell Sargeant l So far as call be ascertained, the 
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following persons born in Dummers
ton have had the advantage of a 
collegiate course of education: Eli 
French, Ozro French, James Her
rick, Ephriam Tenney, R. Dexter 
Miller, Sylvanus Baker Roel, Nor
man' Miller, Isaac Knapp, Charles 
Miller, William Boyden, Dana Mil
ler and Charles M. Knight. Ansel 
Irwin Miller graduated at Williams 
College 1881. William Dana Miller 
graduated in the class of 1882. 

Laura Belle Haven graduated at 
Smith College, Northampton, Mass" 
in June 1881. 

DHIEFS AND CORRIGENDA. 

On page 148 add to the family of 
Gardner Knapp, Fanny M., b. Feb. 
10, 1830, married 1st, Elisha W. 
Field, 2d, Morris E. Laughton. 

THE LAUGHTON FAMILY. 

[ Uontinued from page 61, J 
Ephraim Laughton married Lov

icy Knapp, July 25,1813. Children: 
Eveline; Rosanna; Morris E.; Les
tina; Warren; Francis; Mary. 

Thomas Laughton, married Ros
anna Knapp, Jan. 31,1819. Chil
dren: Chas. J.; Aurilla; I. Agos
tine; Catherine; Sarah; Diantha; 
William; Paschal; Fred H. Mrs. 
I ..aughton is living (1884), in her 
89th year. 

Jacob Laughton m. Lydia Bos
worth about 1824. Children: Ma
ria,married Leavitt Sargeant; Ellen, 
married Ozro Miller; Ransom; Aus
tin, m. Fausta M. Wheeler. 

ASA LAUGHTON. 

Asa Laughton m. Lucy Dutton, 

Dec. 24, 1818. He was twice mar
ried and by the first malTiage had a 
family of n:il1e child ren that lived to 
adult age. He died in March,1883, 
aged 87) hav:ng outlived all his 
large family. No family record 
could be found after his death, but 
the dates of his children's birth have 
been ascertained as nearly as can be 
from reliable sources and are given 
in parentheses. Children: George 
H. (1819); Lllcy L, (1821); Asa E. 
(1823); Charles D. (1826); Mary T. 
(1828); Sarah J, (1831); John W. 
(1833); Martha lVI, (1836); Ellen 
(1840) . 

JOHN MILLER. 

[ Continued from pa.qe 122.] 

John Miller m. Polly Davenport, 
Apr. 1, ] 781. Children: Lewis, b. 
Nov. 19, 1782, m. Jerusha Farr; 
James m. Sarah Warner; Levi; 
Sally, b. Oct. 17, 1788, 1l1, Cromwell 
Joy; Polly, b. Mar, 15, 1792, m. 
Waterman Joy; Rosanna, see page 
145; Susan, see page 144; John B., 
b, Nov. 12, 1798, m, Phila Knight, 
Sept. 12, 1821. Children: James; 
Phila N,; Rose M,; Ellen J.; Henry 
C. d. 1833; Mary M.; John; 
Jane; H. Harry; Delia A. , John 
B. died Mar. 13, 1876, aged 76. 
His widow is li ving (1884) in her 
85th year. She has had 34 grand 

~children of whom 29 are living. 
Her great-grand children are 12 in 
number. A large number of friends 
and relatives attendee. the golden 
wedding of Mr. and Mrs. Miller, 
Sept. 12, 1871. Royal, son of Mar
shal Miller,page 97, had children: 
Norman; Catherine ; Seneca and 
Sarah; Lorenzo; Elizabeth; Ran
som; Cyrus; Webster; Caroline. 
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Catherine, daughter of Charles 
Davenport, who married Benjamin 
Alvord, died in 1856. 

Asa French married Mercy Rice. 
Dolly Rice wal:> born 1790. Simeon 

Rice, 1802. 
Candace Norcross was born 1797. 
Lieut. Johll Wyman, not Wymen, 

helped tip the tea in to Boston har
bor. 

Josiah Dodge, the pensioner, died 
Feb. 9, 1815. 

Rev. Josiah Merrill settled at Wis
casset, Me., in 1857. 

Rev. Henry Marden returned to 
Marash, Turkey, in 1878. 

The parsonage buildings were on 
the east side of the common, except 
the house of H.ev. Joseph Farrar. 

REPRESENTATIVES 

TO THE GENERAL .A.SSENBLY. 

Leonard Spaulding, Mar. 12, 1178, 
1781, '84, '86, '87. 

Thomas Amsben, Mal'. 12, 1778. 
Jonathan Knight, October, 1778, 

'79, '80, '83. 
Alexander Kathan, 1182, '83. 
Hosea Miller, 1785. 
William Sargeant, 1788. 
Thomas Clark, 1789, '90. 
Jason Duncan, 1791, '92, '93, '98, 

'99, 1806, '7, '8, '9, '10, ' 11. 
Daniel Taylor, 1794, '95, '96, '97; 

1801. 
Jonas Walker 1800. 
Samuel Porter, 1802, '3, '4, '5 
Jonathan Huntley, 1812, '13, '14, 

'15, '16, '11, '22, '23. 
Thomas Boyden, 1818 to 1822. 
Marshall Miller, 1824, '25. 
Josiah 'raft, 1826, '27. 
Joseph Duncan, 1828, ';Ul,'36,'37 . 
Asa Knight, 1830, '31, '34, '35. 
Enos Leonard, 1832, '33. 

Clark Rice, 1838. 
Samuel French, 1830, '40, '41. 
Reuben Smead, 1842, '43. 
None in 1844 and in 1845. 
Wm. O. Miller, 184G, '47. 
Winslow Dutton, 1848, '49. 
George R. Miller, 1850. 
Asa Dutton, 1851. 
Not represented in 1852, '53. 
Alonzo Dutton, 1854. 
Not represented in 1855. 
Asa Lawton, 1856, '57. 
Not represented in 1858, '59. 
Simeon Reed. 1860, '61. 
Joseph Miller, 1862, '63. 
Leroy Wilder, 18G4. 
George W. Walhr, 1865, 'GG. 
John K. Leonard, 1867, '68. 
Stephen L. Dutton, 1869, '70, '72, 

'80. 
Samuel N. Bemis, 1874. 
Thomas N. Heed, 1876. 
Horace R. Stoddard, 1878. 

TOWN REPRESEN'r.A.TIVES SINOE 1878. 

Stephen L. Dutton, 1880. 
Lewis H. Lynde, 1882. 
S. W. Estey, 1884. 
J. C. Newton, 1886. 

Adin F. Miller, 1888. 

J. Arms Miller, H190. 
Joseph Miller is town clerk for 

1890, and has served since 184!:J, 01' 

nearly 42 years. 

NOTES AND BRIEF HISTORI
CAL SKETCHES. 

The incident about the Spaulding 
family, page 27, was done by the ad
vice of a physician. The sick 
daughter was Anna Spaulding. She 
recover~cl and became the wife of 
Saml1el Laughton. 

Nathan Cook, page 36, married 
Levinah Parmeter. Ohildren: Pol
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ly, b. Jan. 27, 1789; Caty, b. Aug. 
20, 1701. His wife died Apr. 8, 
1792, aged 38. He married, 2d, 
Susanna Davenport, Oct. 6, 1805. 

Sylvanus Ballad, page 38, built 
the west room of the old hOllse, not 
the one now standing, which was 
built in 1852 by John Bradley 
Bemis. 

Col. W m. Boyden an,l Thomas 
Boyden, page 40, were cousins and 
not brothers as stated. 

HILDRETH FAMILY. 

Jesse Hildreth lived near the fer
ry in 1783, then known as Hild
reth's ferry. His parents were J os
eph and Lydia Hildreth, page 51, 
who lived on what is called the Mor
ris Lawton place, half a mile west 
from the ferry. They were resi
dents of the town before 1772, when 
Mr. Hildreth was one of the com
mittee to locate the first burial 
ground and forward the building of 
the first meeting house. He settled 
near Putney West Hill, on land 
since owned by W~n. Wheeler and 
once the home of Lieut. Spaulding. 
He was born in 1~/24 and was son of 
Joseph Hildreth, from Petersham, 
Mass. He died July 4, 1796, aged 
72. Lydia, his wife, died May 26, 
1799, aged 68. Their children were 
Joseph, Anna, D. Stephens, Sally, 
Ezekiel, Jesse, Wilson, Lucy, Polly. 
Joseph m. Submit ---- about 
1775. He died May 22, 1812, aged 
64, and his wife died Aug. 6, 1829, 
aged 72. They had 16 children-
one boy and 15 girls. Hannah, the 
eldest, married James Johnson in 
1792; Phoebe married Alpheus Hig
gins in 1797; Joseph married Abi
gail Bemis. No record of the other 
children. Joseph and Abigail's 
children were: Joseph, John, and 
George who married Mary Clark. 

J esse Hildreth malTied Lucy Sev
ery, Sept. 10, F/87, and his brother 
Wilson married Lucy Hudson, Sept. 
28, 1790. His sister Lucy married 
Caleb Higgins in 1796,and after her 

death in 1'79"1 he married her sister 
Polly the following year. 

Lt. Daniel Gates, page 56, died at 
the house of James Piper in Oak
ham, Mass. 

BEGINNING OF THE REVO

LUTION. 

The first meeting to organize 
resistance to the King's author, 
ity, took place on the 29t.h of Octo
ber, 1774, when a majority of the 
inhabitants of Dummerston met 
near the house of Charles Davenport 
on the "green." The first shot of 
the Revolution, "heard around the 
worlfl," was fired April 19, 1?75, at 
Lexington. The blood of William 
French and Daniel Houghton was 
shed at Westminster, Mar. 13, 1775; 
but organized and effective defiance 
was not anywhere used previous to 
the release of Lieu t. Spaulding who 
was committed to the common goal 
Oct. 28, 1774. 

SAMUEL PORTER, ESQ. 

The name of Samuel Porter should 
appear on page 209 among the coun
ty officers, as chief judge of the 
County Court. His ancestors are in 
the following line: John Porter (b. 
1596) ; Joseph (b. 1638); Dea. 
Wiliam (b. 1(74); J abez (b 1723 ) 
was a graduate of Harvard in 1743. 
Samuel, 80n of Jabez, was bom Ap
ril 10, 1763 and became a resident of 
Dummerston about 1794. He pre
pared for college at his father's Lat
in school in Braintree, Mass., and 
graduated from Dartmouth in 1790. 
He studied law with Stephen R. 
BradJey of Westminster, Vt., and 
was ailmitted to the practice of law 
in ~Windham county, Aug. 7,1797; 
was commissioned captain of the 1st 
Co. 1st Reg. 1st Di vision of militia 
of this State, June 1, 1802; was 
elected chief judge of Windham 
County court for 1803-4-5; was judge 
of Probate for 1804-5. All his eight 
children were born in Dummerston, 

--. 
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except the oldest, who was born in 
Townshend, Vt. Samuel W. m. 
Fanny, dau. of Hon. Mark and Ann 
(Ruggles) Richards of Westminster; 
Henry L. m. 1st, Betsey, dau. of 
Martin and Rebecca ( J aco bs ) Mil
ler, 2d, Ann, dau. of Vespasian and 
N abby Miller; Frederick A. m. 
Hallnah, dau. of Dea. Thaddeus 
Thayer of Dummerston; Sophia O. 
m. Hon. Marshall Miller; George 
W. Lucretia H. Budurtha of Ware, 
Mass. ; Serena S. m. Philip Goss of 
Amherst, Mass.; Amelia P. m. Da
vid Goss, a brother of Philip; Ohas. 
E. m. Lydia Ann Emerson of New
buryport, Mass. 

JUDGE JASON DUNCAN. 

His ancestors prior to J obn Dun
can, page 93, were as follows: John, 
son of Samuel Duncan of Newbury, 
Mass. He was granted land iiJ Bil
lerica, Mass., 1670, and was married 
Feb.23, 1674-5, to Joanna, dau. of 
Henry Jefts. He died of small pox, 
Dec. 19, 1690, and his widow, J oan
na Duncan, married Benjamin Dut
ton, and on Aug. 1, 1692, was killed 
with two of her children by the In
dians. At the time she was killed, 
her age was 36, her daughter, Mary, 
16, and son, Benoni, less than two 

years. . 
The chIldren of John and Joanna. 

Duncan were: Mary, b. Mal'. 25, 
1676, killed by the Indians in 1692; 

'. bOt 28 1678 ' J h _J ohn, .Jl., . c., ,0 an 
. . na, b. ApI. 9, 1681 , Hannah, b . . 

Nov. 21, 168i!; Samuel, b. Jan. 4, 
1686; Deliverance, b. Aug. 21,1688; 
Benoni, b. Feb. 1, 1690-1, killed by 

d · . 169'> J 1 '. (bI It 1e n lans III N. 01ll, .11., . 
1678) m. June 16,1 701, Sanvh Dut
tOll. His son Simeon. was born in 
Worcester Mass. in 1725 and mar-
l'ied Aug. 22 1743 Bridget Rich

'. .' 

1744, died Aug. 3, 1773; Samuel, 
b. Jan. 9,1747, d. July 28, 1820; 
Jason, b. Jan. 10, 1750, d. Dec. 15, 
1839, Rebekah, b. Apr. 23, 1753, d. 
1795 ; Simeon, b. Oct. 23, 1755, d. 
1836 ; Joanna, b. Feb. 3, 1758, d. 
Mar. 29, 1832; Persis, b. Noy 8, 
1760; Sarah, b. Oct. 4, 1763; Azu
bah, b. May 20, 1766. 

Jason (b. 175 0) married Oct. 16, 
1775, Sarah Gates of Rutland, Mass. 
Their children were, Joseph; Jonas 
m. Feb, 27, 1799, Olarissa Howe; 
Jason m. 1st, Lucy, sister of Dr. 
Abel Duncan; 2d, Beulah Duncan, 
it sister of Zurvilla who m. Levi 
Goddard; Priscilla m. Oct. ) 4, 1804, 
Ephraim French; Samuel m. Anna, 
Sargeant; Tyler m. Polly Bentley; 
Sarah m. Elias Badley. Jonas died, 
and Olarissa, his widow, m. Peb. 7, 
1816, Elias Wilder of Ellisburgh, 
N. Y. 

Samuel Duncan (b. 1747) m. 1st, 
Betsey Stevens, and their children 
were: Lucretia, b. in Worcester, 
Mass., Aug. 3, 1773, m. Dec. 2, 
1802, Noah Hill of Stratton, Vt.; 
Jonas, b. Sept. 6, 1775, in WoJ'ces
tel'. Samuel m. 2d, in 1780, Pa
tience, dau. of Stephen Ohoate. 
Child ren: Betsey, b. in GuilforC!, 
Vt., m. Oct. 14, 1800, James Clark 
of DLlmmerston; Simeon, b. in 
Dummerston, July 26, 1782; Ara
thusa m. Aug. 3, 1806, Barnard Sal
isbury of Dummerston; Fanny m. 

'1810, James Salisbury. jr., of Guil
ford; Azubah m. Nathan Salisbury; 
EJecta m. J an. 20, 1814, Ansun 
Maltby of Richland, N. Y.; Samuel 
m. Betsey Marsb; Rebecca, unmar. d' N nc

I l'Ie, a y. 
BRIEF. 

Miranda, dau. of Joseph Duncan,1 
~sq.! page 93, m. about 1816 Ben
.J amlll Hadley.

Simeon, the father ot.Judge Jason, 
died Jan. 19, 1781. Bridget, his 
wife, died Oct. 4, 1807. Samuel, 
(b. 1747 ) died in rrownshend, Vt.; 
~atience, his wife, d. Nov. 9, 1825, 
III Dummerston. 

ardson of B1l1ellca, Mass. Their I Jason Duncan came to this town 
children were, Jonah, b. Jan. 13,1 soon after his marriage in the fall of 
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1775. His father was a farmer and Spaulding, Josiah Boyden and Eh
he followed the same occupation, enezer Haven were chosen as a com
learning in addition the cooper's mittee of inspection or safety to in
trade. He taught school in Dum- spect the conduct of the inhabitants 
merston and was known as a strict agreeable to an order of the Rt. 
disciplinarian. Whether he or Ohas. 
Davenport was the first school teach
er in town, page 9~, must be decided 
in favor of Davenport, for the reason 
that Mr. Davenport was an inhabi
tant of the town ten years before 
Mr. Duncan. 

He was a Revolutionary soldier 
and enlisted in 1777 in the war 

Hon. Oontinental Congress. Feb. 
3, and May 22, 1776, Enoch Cook, 
Richard Kelly at the former date, 
Enoch Oook and Thomas Clark at 
the latter date, were chosen dele
gates to " set" at Westminster. 

John Hooker was chosen delegate, 
Nov. 2S, 1775, also again chose13. 
with Josiah Boyden, Dec. 21, 1775. 

against Great Britain; was with a' Dea. J onatha,n Oole of Westmore
detachment of the American army 
at Manchester, Vt.; became lieuten
ant; was in the campaign against 
General Burgoyne; was with the 
army at Beunington till within a 
few days of the battle when he was 
sen t home on account of sickness. 

DELEGATES 

TO THE COUNTY CONGRESS, 

AND 

land, N. H., was chosen Feb. 26, 
1')'76, to meet with the county com
mittee to meet at John Sargent's in 
Brattleboro, to draw up a remon
strance to send to the Continental 
Oongress at Philadelphia, concern
ing the bloody massacre on the 13th 
of March last. June S, 1776, Joseph 
Hildreth and Leonard Spaulding 
were chosen delegates to "set" at 
Westminster, and on Aug. 15, 1776, 
the same persons were chosen to 
" set" at Dorset. They were in
structed by a committee chosen for 

OOMMITTEE OF INSPEOTION. Ithat purpose ~ to appear at Dorset, 

From a paper read before the Ver
mon t Hi~torical Society at Mon tpel
ier, Oct. 15, 187S, we obtain the in
formation that Lieu t. Leonard 
Spaulding was representative from 
tllis town to the first General Assem
bly which met at Windsor, Mar. 19, 
177S. 

The first legislature resulted from 
the constitution of July, 1777; and 
the constitution was the result of 
the general conventions, to which, 
from 1771 until 1777, the care of 
the most important interests of the 
people had been committed. 

The first record of delegates from 
this town was in 1774, Nov. 2S, 
when Solomon Harvey, Ebenezer 
Haven and Hosea Miller were chosen 
" to set as delegates in the Oounty 
Oongress at Westminster on the 
30th inst." J an. 3,1775, Solomon 
Harvey, Jonathan Knight, William 
Boyden, Enoc:h Oook, Leonard 

Sept. 25th, 1776, and what course 
to follow in the con ven tion. 

Hon. E. P. Walton says in an ~,d
dress given before the V t. His. Soc., 
that on "Mar. 26, ] 7'/"8, Doct. 
Thomas AmsClen was appointed on a 
committee with two known mem
bers, to copy acts of the legislature 
for the informatioll of the people. 
Thomas Amsden rendered an ac
count for that service, dated at 
Dummerston, which was allowed by 
the governor to 'Doct. Amsden."' 
Dummerston was probably entitled 
to two members in March, 177S, and 
had but one in Deming's list." 

:MEMBERS OF THE 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION. 

JasOll Duncan, 1791; Alexander 
Kathan, 1793; Jonathan Huntley, 
ISH 'IS, '28; Marshall Miller, 1822; 
Samuel Knight, IS36; John Clark, 
lS43; Asa Dutton, lS50. 
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COUNTY OFFICERS. 

The following persons trom Dum· 
merston have servecl in County offices: 

ASSISTANT JUDGES: JHSOII Duncan , 
in 1801. '02. '06 , '08; Thomas Miller 
in 1847. 

Duncan, son of the former town clerk , 
"Judge DUllcan," sen ed from 1812 to 
1849, 37 years; Joseph Miller. 1'1'0111 

1849, and is ~ till in office, 1879. 

POPULATION. 

There wel'e 19 heads of families in 

J IJDGES OF PROllATE: Dana Miller, 1 1761 , and a population of about 75. 
1823; Marshall Miller , 183 1, '32, '40, 
' 4 L '4~; Asa Knight, 1834, '35, '36. 

CLEl{K OF THE COUNTY COURT, 

1\iarsl1all Miller, 1841, '42, '43, 44, 
'4;').46,47, '48, '4!J, '50. 

THE FIRST TOWN OF~·. ICER3, 

('.hosen at the organ'zation of the town, 
were: Joseph Hildreth. moderator; 
Enoch Cook, fown clerk; Ebenezer 
Haven, supervisor. ; Alexander Kathan 
and Benjamin Jones assessors; Rllfus 
Sargeant and CYl'llS Houghton collect
ors; Joseph Hildreth, Benjamin Jones 
and Charles Davenport, surveyors of 
highways ; rsaac Miller, Samuel " "is
well and CyruR Houghton commisioll
ers to lay alit highways: Shepard Gates 
and Barzillai Rice,fence-viewers ; Rufus 
Sargeant, Barzillai Rice, Ebenezer Ha
ven and Daniei Kathan constables; 
Alexander Kathan and vYilliam Boyden 
overseers of the poor. 

TOWN CLERKS. 

The settlers' first meeting was March 
4, 1771, at which time Enoch Cook was 
chosen" settlers' clel' k." The town was 
organized May 19, 1772, and he was 
chosen at that time, " Town clerk" and 
remained in office till May 18, 1773, 
when Solomon Harvey was chosen as 
his successor. He resigned in April 
1775, and on May 16th, the same year, 

The number of white males nllcler 16 , 
in 1771, was 54; above 16 and under 
60 years , 54; GO and upwards 3; 
Fe:nales under 16 years, 37; <tboye 1G 
years, 40; black males, 1 ; total popu
latioll in 1771 waE IS$); heads of' fam
ilies, 44. The popula tilln in 179 J , was 
1501 ; ill 1800, 1692; in 18J 0, 1704 ; 
in 1820, 1638; ill 1830 , 159:2 ; ill 1840, 
1263; in 1850, 1645; in 1860, 1022 ; 
1870, 9) 6. The rank in population of 
the towns in Windham County in 1791 , 
makes this town fifth in number. In 
1850, the rank was three. The value 
of mtable property in 1781 was $2970 : 
in 1791, $4978. 

OUR CEMETERIES. 

These little landscapes of the dead iu 
Dummerston are six in number. three 
in the west part an <l three in the eas t. 
part of the town. All of them are 
simply old - t'ashioued grave - yards.
There is very little about them like what 
we see in the village cemeteries of large 
places. They are not so neat and beau
tiful as many would like to have them, 
and yet when the visitor calls there, it 
will be seen that evergreen trees and 
shrubbery shade the graves of depar ted 
generations, that the grass is left to grow 
green, then to wither and <lie on these 
hillocks , that the leaves fall just as au
tumn scatters them and lie close-folded 

Jonathan Knight was chosen in his 
place , and was clerk till 1780. J ason 
Duncan, from 1780 to 1804, and from 
1807 to 1812, in alJ29 years. Samuel 
Porter, from 1804 to 1807 ; Joseph 

27 

o'l'er the uplifted turf; and he will not 
fail to notice that a sacredness is present 
in the still air-present in the sod as bis 
foot gently touches it, that is in holy 
unison with death and the grave. The 
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whispe!"~ of watching angels are these 
for the seal of God's Acre is Dot over
laid by the devices of man's hand. 

The settlers at their first meeting in 
1771, not only chose a committee to 
select a spot for the meeting-house, but 
chose" Daniel Kathan, Charles Daven
port and Joseph Hildreth to look out a 
burying place. " A spot on the com
man south of the meeting-house was 
selected for that purpose. 

In 1792, the town voted to " remove 

~1rs. Splwlding \\fa-s the mot,he!" of 
Mrs. Mary Laughton and gl'a.mlmothel' 

lof the child. 

The first white marble gra-ve-stone 
erected in this ya!"d, i-s that of )lrs. 
H annah Knowles w 110 died Ma,j". 9, 1805 , 
aged 59 , "E!"er;ted by J ohn Know les ft-;; 

a tribute of respect to a kind motJler. 
Thi& mem(,rial was el'ected by her son." 

CAPT. EZEKIEL vVILSON 

the burying-gro und, and a new lot was I ",Vas the ancestor of the ",Vilson fam
selected on the land of Hosea Miller . 
Daniel Grttes, Seth Hudson and Co)1. 
",Vm. Boyden were chosen a committee 
to receive subscriptio~s for fencing the 
new lot, superintending the building of 
the fence and to contract with H osea 
Miller for the land. They were not 
successful in obtrtining subscriptions; 
and the town voted Dec. 10, 1793, to 
raise the money, $105, "for fen('in~ the 
new burying ground. ThE. remains of 
the dead in the old rCt were probably 
m oved to the new ground that year. 

W e are not certain when tl.e other 
burial-lots were located. The first per
son, buried in the grave-yard east of the 
H ollow, was a negro, and said to be 
buried on the br.)w of the hill on the 
east side. At the time the yard was 
fenced, the wall was laid over the foot 
of the grave. 

The oldest gravestone in that yard is 
one erected: 

"In memory of Sally daughter of 
Tilotson Miller and Mrs. H annah his 
wife, died Sept. 25, 1785 , "ged 3 years." 

In the graveyard near the Centre, the 
oldest gravestone has the following in
scription: 

Mary daughter of D avid and ~1ary 
Laughton, died Oct. 10 , 1782 , aged 8 
mos. 6 days. These at the cost of Mrs. 
Margaret Spaulding. 

ilies thrtt settled in Dummerston. He 
was olle of the first settlers Oil Putney 
W est Hill, but living very near to Dum· 
merston line, was muc:h associated with 
the affairs in the west part of this town 
in early times. When th e Baptist church 
was (orga nized in W est Dummerston, 
1782, be wa, ant. oi the original mem
her~ He was born in Rehoboth, Mass .. 
f>nd settled on Putney W est Hill prob
ably about 1780. In early life. he was 
a sailor Oil board of whaling vessels, 
mostly in northern seas . During the 
Revolutionary war, he enlisted in the 
expedition to Montreal and Quebec un
der General Montgomery in December 
1775, and suffered extreme hard~hip 

from cold a nd hunger, being at one time 
without food for three days. He wa,; a 
volunteer soldier in the battle of Ben
nington and fought with distinction. 
He joined in the raid under Eathan 
Allen against the" Yorkp,rs" in Guil
ford. His titre of captain came from 
the circumstance of his being chosen 
commander of a militia company in 
Putney. Captain Wilson was a man of 
strong mind and had a good faculty for 
settling neighborhood troubles without 
recourse to law. H e died in 1830, and 
must have been 85 or mOl'e years of 
age. His wife was Sarah Turner, of 
Rehoboth , M ass. They were married 

I 



"1 

DUMMERSTON. 211 

abont 1766 or '67. Children: Han
nah, m. Luther Butler, Aug'. 25, 
1790 ; 

Fairing, b. 17';40, married 1st, 
Molly (Polly) Manley, and by this 
marriage had Abel, Rufus, Hannah, 
who married Gideon Cud worth, 
Thomas, 2d, Rachel Joy, who died 
Jan. 1861, aged 82; and had two 
more children - Sanford W. and 
Adaline who m. Levi M. Walker; 

Abel, b. 1772, m. Betsey Taft. 
Reuben, b, 1774, m, Mercy Man

ley. Children: Sally, Mercy, Mary, 
Lucy, Seneca R. Chloe, James M., 
Marshall R., and Abram B. 

Joseph, born 1777, m. Abigail 
Cudworth; children: Gideon H., 
Abigail, ShepardS., Sarah C.,George 
F., and Elihu M. 

Abram, the schoolmaster and 
quaker, b. 1780, went to New York 
state. 

Sally, m. a minister by the name 
of Smith and removed to Sherbrooke 
in Canada. 

Betsey, m. Benj, Campbell, father 
of E. B. Campbell, Esq., of Brattle
boro. 

vYheaton, b. 1788, m. 1st, Rachel 
Taft, 2d, Sally Taft, Mar. 5, 1818, a 
sister of the first wife. 

Chloe m. John Turner. 
Fairing Wilson and his brothers, 

Reuben, Joseph and Wheaton, set
tled in Dummerston, Fairing died 
in 1842, aged 72. Reuben removed 
in 1835 with his bmily to Cattarau
gus Co., N. Y., where he died in 
1863, aged about 90. His daughter, 
Lucy; married Chas. Blad:, and 
Chloe married Zenas Butterfield, 
brothel' of Hon. E. T. Butterfield, 
of Wilmington. 

Abram married his wife, Abigail, 
in Rochester, N. Y., and had two 
children, Isaac and Sarah. He died 
in 1866, aged 86. • 

Joseph Wilson died in 1864, aged 
87. His son, Gideon H., m. Lydia, 
dau. of Dea. J esse and Betsey 
(French) Manley and removed to 
Weston, New York. 

Abigail Wilson, m. John Manley. 
Sarah C. m. John Witney. 

Abel and Betsey Wilson's children 
were: Angeline, John, Ezekiel, 
Waitsti1l, Harriet, Mary, George, 
Abel, Sarah, Daniel and Sophia. 

Wheaton Wilson's childred by the 
1st marriage were: Albert and 
Wheaton j by the 2d, Laura J., 
Mary, Mraia F., Alonzo, Emily, 
Sophia, Oaroline L., J obn, William 
Walter and Wallace W. 

MANSFIELD FAMILY. 

Andrew Mansfield, with his wife 
Elizabeth, dau., of Rev. Wm. '\Tal
ton, came to America from Exeter, 
in Devonshire, England, and was 
in Boston in 1636 and Lynn in 163\!. 
John, probably a brother of An
drew, came in the ship Susan and 
Ellen from London in 1635, aged 
34, and was freeman in 1643. Rob
ert Mansfield, who died in Lynn, 
Dec. 16, 1666, was, doubtless, the 
father of Andrew and John. He 
came to Lynn about a year after his 
sons settled in that town. Andrew's 
children, order uncertain, were John, 
Joseph, Elizabeth, Andrew, Robert, 
who died young, and Samuel, all 
born in England. ,Andrew, son of 
Andrew, was born in 1630, was town 
clerk in Lynn several years and a 
prominen t man in town affairs. He 
manied, 1st, Bethiah --; 2d Mrs. 
Mary Neale, widow of John Neale 
and daughter of Francis Lawes; 3d, 
Mrs. Elizabeth Conant. Joseph, 
son of Andrew, had wife Eliza and 
had son Joseph, born Mar. 20, 161n, 
and may have had other children. 
His wife died in 1662, and his son 
married, Apr. 1, 1768, Eliza, daugh
ter of Isaac Williams of Salem, and 
had Eliza, Joseph and Sarah. Sam
uel, son of Andrew, married Mar. 
3, 1674, Sarah J3arsbaw, and had 
Andrew, Sarah and Bethiah. An
drew, born in 1630, had by the first 
marriage, Andrew, Samuel, Hannah, 
Bethiah, Mary, Lydia, Deborah, 
Daniel and Rebecca. Daniel was 
born Jnne 9, 1669; married, 1st, 
Hannah --; 2d, Mrs. Margaret 
Burrill; had children Samnel, Dan
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iel, Andrew, Bethiah, and Hannah. 
He was a deacon of Lynn church. 
His son Andrew has born Apr. 24, 
1692, married Dec. 13, 1712, Sarah 
Breed and lived in Lynnfield. He 
was killed, Aug. 28, 1730, by a stone 
falling on him in a well. He had 
children, Andrew and Daniel. Dan
iel was born Nov. 24, 1717, married, 
1st, Lydia Newhall, who died May 
18, 1776; 2d, Ru th --. He was a 
farmer and a deacon of Lynnfield 
church, and died in Lynnfield, Apr. 
2, 1797. He had children, Lydia, b. 
Sept. 16, 1739, m. Allen Breed and 
resided in New Ipswick, N. H.; Dan
iel, b. Dec. 27, 1741, m. Nov. 5, 
1765, Lydia Norwood; Ezra, b. June 
11, 1745, m. Feb. 21, 1769, Rebecca, 
dan. of Samuel Kinney; Elijah, b. 
June 22, 1747, m. in Chelmsford, 
Mass, M:~y.18, 1769, died May 18, 
1778; WIlham, b. May 20, 1749, m. 
Aug. 31, 1790, Betty Townsend; 
Love, b. Apr. 25, 1751, m. in Lynn, 
Jan. 15, 1767, Ezekiel Newhall, and 
she died May 12, 1775; Susannah, 
b. Apr. 28, 1753, m. a Walton; Levi, 
b. iVlar, 31,1755, m. Jan. 29, 1781; 
Andrew, b. Sept. 21,1757, m. Jane 
Breed, who died July 25, 1778; 
Jacob; and Sarah. This brings the 
record on pa.ges 211 Itnd 212 down 
LO Den,. Ezra Mansfield. 

THE HISTORIAN'S BIOGRAPHY. 

For which ourselves and others asked. 
-Ed. 

D. L. Mansfield, was born in Sa
lisbury, N. H., Sept. 17, 183"1, and 
is the eldest and only one living of 
six children, sons of Jesse J. and 
Hannah (Lufkin) Mansfield, viz: 
David L., Joseph 0., William H., 
Charles W. 2d, and Hollis U. Three 
were soldiers in the late war for the 
Union. The youngest died of fever 
at the age of 20. His mother died 
Feb. 14, 1875, aged 65. His father 
is still living and receives a pension 
from the U. S. government. 

His grand-parents were Aaron and 

Betsey ( Jaquith) Mansfield,married, 
in Alstead, N. H., in 1805, and 
whose children were: Aaron, Jesse 
J., Hollis, Emery, Keziah B., and 
Lewis H. 

The great-grand-parents were: 
Deacon Ezra and Rebecca (Kenney) 
Mansfield, married in New Ipswich, 
N. H., Feb. 21, 1769, whose chil
dren were: Ezra, jr., Rebecca, Azu
ba, Aaron, Elijah, Barach and Asa. 

Deacon Ezra Mansfield was a res
ident of Lynn, Mass., in 1766, 
where two of his brothers, Daniel 
and William, and a sister Lydia, 
were married. He died in Alstead, 
N. H., Feb. 5, 1838, aged 92 years. 

The subject of this sketch had 
few advantages for schooling until 
after fourteen years of age. Begin
ning in 1852, he worked on a farm 
during the greater portion of each 
year and attended school for three 
winters in the village of ,ralpole, N. 
H., where he had the adlantages of 
a high school. Six terms of school 
under the instruction of Prof. L. F. 
Ward at Westminster, two at Paper
mill Village, N. H., and one at 
Power's Institute, Bernardston, 
Mass., concJlUded his academical 
course of study. Money enough was 
saved from his wages to meet all the 
expenses of his education and also 
pay a considerable sum to his parents 
for time purchased before he was of 
age. The misfortune of ill health, 
caused by rheumatism, changed his 
course of life at the age of 22 years. 
Instead of being a farmer, as antic
ipated, he engaged in school teach
ing, which, thus far in life, has been 
his principal occupation. 

In 1861 he became a resident of 
Dummerston. March 11, 1873, he 
married Olarissa Amy, dau. of Ben
jamin and Olarissa (Farr) Estabrook, 
Beginning in 1857, he taught dis
trict schools four successive winters 
in Walpole, N. H., where he was a 
resident from 1852 till he removed 
to Dummerston. Since that time he 
has been connected with the schools 
of this town, 21 years as teacher, 
and 15 years as town superintendent. 
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DUTTON. in Towmhend, now owned by Riley 
H. Austin and A. A. Nason.

John 1 Dutton came to this coun
try from England, probably, with FRENCH FAMILY. 
Governor Winthrop, in 1630. rrhom . 
as' son of John' wao; bol'll in Eng- NathanIel French, page 42, de-
land, in 1621; came to America scended from William,· John,' Wil
wi th his father. rrhomas" son of ' liam,' born 111 Halstead, Essex Co., 
Th.omas" born. Sep.t. 14, 1648, was a Eno'land, Mar. 13, 1603' Thomas,'
resldent of HJ!lenca, Mass., wbere b, l' 


John', son of Thomas', was probab- Thomas, Thomas. The name .of 

ly born about 1670. Samuel," son of 
John,' b. about 1691, married about 
1718, Hannah Hill. Samuel· (Sam
uel '), bam about 1118, married 
Aug. 19, 1740, Martha Lane. Sam
uel' (Samuel' \ born July 11 1743 
married about 1768, Rebecca French: 
sister of Wm. French, killed in the, 
,!e~tminster massacre, March 13, 
1170. See page 41. 

ASA AND POLLY (TARBEL) DUTTON. 

For ch ildren's births see page 41. 
'l'hey married as follows: Polly 
married Dec. 27, 1807, Shepard 
Gates; Patty mal'l'ied Abraham, son 
of Rev. Abraham Wood, of Uhester
field, N. II.. and brother of Alphon
zo Wood, the botanist; Susan mar
ried, i\Iar. 6, 1828, Joel Gates; Asa 
married, 1819, Mary Day; Sibyl died 
in 1008; Sally mg,rried Jonathan 
Thayer; Lucy manied, pec. 4, 1818, 
Asa Lawton; Stephen married Electa 
Sargeant. 

Capt. Timothy Lull came to Dum
merston ill 1763 from Ipswich, Mass. 
His wife died and was buried in this 
town. He afterwards removed to 
Hartland, Vt. 

SAMUEL WISWELL. 

The cenSLlS of Dummerston, taken 
Apr. 17, 1171, contains the name of 
Samuel Wiswell, page 37, and no 
trace of him could be found up to 
1884, when the history of this town 
was first published. Since then we 
learned that he removed to Towns
hend, Vt. He was known as Ensign 
Samuel Wiswell, and his sister Mary 
married Lieut. Asa Austin. They 
made the first settlement on a farm 

French has been traced back to Its 
origin in 910, and is of Norman de
scent. 

Joanna French pao'e 43 who died 
' b , 

Sept. 9, 1800, aged "/2, was the sec
ond wife of Nathaniel French. Her 
maiden name was Kingsley and she 
was born Sept. 3, 1729. Her first 

Ihllshand was David Stoddard. See 
page 186. 

Asa French, page 42, m. Mercy 
Rice. He was born Jan. 31, 1760, 
d. Oct. 16, 1839. She was born 
Aug. 14, 1760, d. June 20, 1847. 
Their children were Jesse, b. Nov. 
12,1783; Asa, jr.; Stephen, b.June 
27,1188, m. Polly Pierce, born Jan. 
I, 1790, and is now living in her 
102d year; Jonathan, b. Jan. 19, 
1191; Mercy; Lyman; Asa 2d; 
Betsey; Chester. 

Ephraim French, page 43, d. 
Dec. 3, 1848. Priscilla, his 
wife, b. Feb. 1, 1785, d. Oct. 31, 
1844. Their children, born in 
Dummerston, were Nelson, b. Feb. 
16, 1806, m. Mary Rendall; Louisa 
m. Luke Norcross; Charles m. Eliza 
Wilder; Sally D. m. Sheldon G. 
H,mdrick; :Mary; Alvan m. Caroline 
A. Clark; Horace m. Lucy Hall; 
Lucy Priscilla m. Cephus Dwight 
Corse; Ephraim S. died young. 

wARNING PERSONS OUT OF TOWN. 

The practice began in the spring 
of 1807. Among the prominent 
families warned out of town in the 
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course of a few years, were Ruther
ford Hayes, father of -Ex-President 
Rutherford B. Hayes, Oct. 14, 1811; 
Sardis Birchard, Aug. 31, 1815; 
Austin Birchard, Aug 9, 1817, both 
men rich uucles of the Ex-Presi
dent; also John Noyes who married 
Polly Hayes, a sister of Rutherford 
Hayes, was warned out, Aug. 9,1817. 

EARLY SETTLEMENTS NORTH FROM 

THE COMMON IN LOTS NOS. 65 AND 

84. 

Lieut. Daniel Gates purchased lot 
No. 65, Dec. 26, 1774, for $77. At 
that time he was 23 years of age. 
How soon he made a clearing and 
built a house is not known. He was 
in the Revolutionary war and was an 
officer nnder Gen. Horatio Gates at 
the battle of Saratoga in 1777, when 
Gen. Burgoyne surrendered his army 
of 8000 British soldiers to the vic
torious American general. Lieu t. 
Gates built at first a one-story house 
on his new land and encouraged 
others to build near his residence by 
selling them house lots on his farm. 
May 19, 1788, he sold Silas Fair
child, joiner and cabinet maker, i 
acre of land for $24, on which he 
built a house that is now, with sev
eral acres of adjoining land, the 
property of Rev. M. H. Wells. 
Fairchild built a house 00sting $113, 
and sold his place Dec. 6, 1789 to 
Capt. John Metcalf for $137. The 
captain probably fitted up the house 
for his approaching marriage. Mar. 
9, 1791, he malTied Sally Taylor of 
Hinsdale, N. H. He bought of 
Dea. Simeon Colby a store standing 
on the north side of the common and 
in the southwest corner of land now 
belonging to the Benjamin Esta
brook place. Dec. HI, 1791, hesold 
his homestead and store to Col. W m. 
:Moore of Greenfield, Mass., for $56'(. 
He probably disposed of his real es
tate on accoun t of ill health, as his 
death occurred in about two months 
from the time of the sale. A large 
slate stone marks the place of his 
burial in the cemetery east of th e 

common. A portion of the stone 
bas been broken in to fragmell ts, bu t 
the following epitaph on the tom b
stone has been made out after care
ful study: 

Momento Mori. 

Sacred to the Memory of Mr. John 
Metca1f, Oapt. of a Company of 
light horsemen, in the Mili tia of this 
State; -whom he served with Repu
tation; and who honored his Re
mains by burying them under Arms. 

Death, the King of Terrors, 

After a long Oonflict, 

Dismounted and triumphed over 

This brave Oaptain of Dragoons: 

Who, in the 29th Year of his age, 

Much lamented by his friends, 

Fell a victim to this la,st enemy, 

Feb. 13, 1792. 


Col. Moore sold the homestead, 
which he bought of Oapt. Metcalf 
to Samuel Porter, Esq., April 5, 
179"(. In June, 1791, Mr. Gates 
sold t acre of land just south of his 
bouse to Ootton Skinner, a shoe
maker, for $27, on which he erected 
a small house, and on Nov. 12, 1792, 
sold ou t to Nathan Oook for $200. 
Mr. Oook was a son of Enoch Oook, 
sen., and married Levina Parmeter 
of Newfane. He sold to Seth Kel
logg, a cabinet maker, from SOllth 
Hadley, Mass., of whom Samuel 
Porter purchased the plnce. The 
building at one time was used for a 
store by Mr. Gates a few years be
fore· his death in 180"(. Nathan 
Cook Ii ved before 1792 in a house 
near the top of Prospect hill west of 
Gates' farm in lot No. 83. It was 
sold by him to Jonathan Barrus, a 
bficklayer, who sold it, with 25 
acres of land, to Ebenezer Wait in 
1796, who sold it co Enoch Oook, 
from whom Porter bought it in 1798 
for $400. At that time a house and 
barn, a good orchard and well were 
on the place. The apple orchard, 
which is a century old, still bears 
considerable fruit. Mr. Wait was a 
blacksmith from South Hadley, 
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Mass., and bought five acres of land 
in 1784 on which he built a shoD, 
the site of which is near a butternut 
tree just north of the gate 011 the 
road leading up to Olark Bacon's 
house. He bought a house which 
stood opposite the shop, of Mrs. Sar
ah Cutler, wife of Seth Outler. 
Wait also o\vned a piece of land 
south of his dwelling, which once 
belonged to the minister lot. 

He sold the whole of his real estate 
in 1800 to Stephcn Woodbury, who 
in a few days sold it to Ebenezer 
Haven for $1000, and shortly trans
ferred by Haven to Porter. These 
several purchases rilade by Judge 
Porter secured to him a farm in one 
of the pleasantest localities in Dum
merston. On this farm he built one 
of the largest residences in town. 
Mr. Wait died in 1801, amI his 
widow, Oloe W ai t, married Thomas 
Turner, Aug.' 26, 1802. 

Lieu t. Gates built some years be
fore his death a two-story addition 
to his house. He died very sudden
1V in 1807 while absent from home. 
His estate was sold to John Laugh
ton in 1810. He was the graud
father of Augustine Lallghton and 
was sometimes called "Dea." John 
to distinguish him from John Laugh
ton, the father of Oapt. Asa, then 
Ii ving in town. John the father of 
Asa, was a good mathematician. His 
name appears on the records as a 
coun ty surveyor of lands and roads. 
After 1812 his surname was spelled 
Lawton. He died in 1817. ., Dea." 
John lived on the Gates farm 43 
years. 

J olm Miller, brother of Marshall, 
both of whom were Revolutionary 
soldiers, bough t one-half of lot No. 
84 west of No. 65, in 1782, and Dan
iel Gates pu rchased the other half 
the same year. The northern half 
was settled by Miller, on which he 
built a house where the Miller fam
ily resided about IOU years. 

were Vespasian, born June 2, 1'1'40; 
died July 6, 1812; Hosea, bOl;n 
April 1, 1742, died May 7, 1795; 
Rosanna, born May 19, 1744, died 
June 28, 1794; Sarah, born Oct. 22, 
1745, died Nov. 27, 1821; 'rillotson, 
born Aug. 25, 17!±'7, died Aug. 9, 
1804; Patience, born June 4, 1749, 
died Jan. 22,1822; Isaac, born Nov. 
12, 1752, died Feb. 14, 1826; Mar
shall, born Sept. 20, 1754, died J nne 
10, 1807; J olln, born Dec. 20,1756, 
died Dec. 19, 1834; Joseph, born 
Feb. 21, 1758, died Sept. 26, 1814; 
Oatharine, born June 13, 17M), died 
Jan. 2,1838; William, born Oct. 2, 
1761, died April 16, 1802. 

Add to the family of Gardner 
Knapp, page 148, Fa,nny Mariah, b. 
Feb. 10, 1830, m., 1st, Elisha W. 
Pield, 2d, Morris E. Lawton. 

Joel Knights, jr., pages 140 and 
141, was the SO.o1 of Joel ftnd Esther 
(Farr) Knight. He married Jan. 1, 
1829, Fanny M., dau. of Dr. Abel 
and Lydift Duncan.. Children: Fan
ny Sophia, b. Oct. 12, 1829, m. Rev. 
S. H. McOollester, D. D., Nov. 23, 
1852; Celia Ma,ria, b. Nov. 22,1831, 
d. Aug. 31, 1846; Evaline Duncan, 
b. Apr. 10,1834, Ill. May 19, 1857, 
Col. Wm. H. Greenwood; Esther 
Lydia, b. Aug. 29, 1836, m.Oct. 
12, 1858, Edwin Guild; Mary Lncin
da, b. Feb. 1, 1839, m. June 18, 
1861, Asa Dutton; Joel Murry, b. 
April 10, 1842, d. July 22, 1845; 
Susan Helen, b Feb. 1,1848, d. Apr. 
9, 1876; Oharles Mellen, b. Feb. 1, 
1848, m. Aug. 31, 1882, May 
Acomb. 

LEVI WHITNEY, 

son of John and Hannah Whit
ney, resided in Dummerston from 
1804, till his death in April,1861, at 
the age of avou t 60. 

CAPT. ISAAC MILLER'S FA~nLY BRIEFS. 

RECORD. Abbie G. and Ada E. were the 
His children, 12 in number, were youngest cl1ildren of David and 

all born in Worcester, Mass. They Betsey Reed. 
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John French, jr., page 105, was al 
son of John French on page 96. 

The man from whom the town 
took a,way his gun, because they sus
pected it contained a ball more I 

PORTRAITS AND DONORS 

TO THE DUMMERSTON nOOK. 

,
CAP~,IsAAC ~1:rL~ER, presen,ted by 

friendly to the King than Oongress, the artJst, Leslie MIller of Phdadel
was Alexander K.athan, Esq., pa~es I phia. JOSEPH DUNCAN ESQ. JOEL 
13, 111, 115. HIs brother, Damel' . '. ' 
Katha,n, was the neighbol' who' KNIGHT A.ND MRS. ESTHER FARR 
watched him during his year of ban- KNIGHT, from paintings by Bel
ishment. knapp in 1832, MI·S. EVA D. GREEN-

Alexander Kelley was born in WOOD, 
Hopkinton, Mass., Apr. 21, 1755, 
m. Elizabeth-about 1773. Chil- JOEL KNIGHT JUNIOR, by Mrs. 
dl'en: Mary, 1775; Sarah; Nancy; Fanny (Duncan) Knight. 
Elizabeth, Alexander, jr.; Lucinda; OOL. WM. H. GREENWOOD-steel 
Lawson. . engraving by Mrs. Eva D. Green-

William Kelley m. Lucy-about wood. 
1772. Ohildren : James; Amos; I

TITI'II' . J I L MRS. ROSANNA M. WILLIAMS, bySamueI ; I'V lam, JI'" 0 In; ucy. . . 
Mrs. WlllIams and grand-son, J. H . 

NatlIan Adams m. Rutl1 K end . 
rick about 1782. Ohildren: Ethyl- MerrIfield. 
inda; Polly; Olarissa; Ruth; Han- ELIJAH and ANNA(MILLER)RIOE 
nah ;. Nathan; Cl~r~; F~nny; and CLARK RICE, by Mrs. Milton 
SophIa; B~tsey; Lovlllla; Mllo ~'MilleT grand·daughter and daugh

'Lt. J oSlah J .. Allen m. Deslre 
Jones (?) about 1777. Children: 
Phebe; Sarah ; Johnson; Desire; 
Josiah, jr. 

Cl1<trles Allen m. Elizabeth Gil
man, Nov. 3, 1786. Children: 
Charles; William; Eliphlet ; Harry, 
Harriet; Emelia. 

Thomas Sargeant, page 23, mar
riedAn naS te bbins. Children,Eli hu, b. 
May 'l,1758; Anna,b. June 18,1760; 
Calvin, b. Nov. 9, 1763; Electa, b. 
Oct 31, 1765; Lu ther, b. May 15, 
178G; Susanna, b. Jan . 5, 1770; 
El'itstus, b Nov. 16, 1771; Roxanna; 
Roswell, b. Nov. 27, 1776; Hen ry. 
Elisha. son of Thomas, malTied 
Mitry Kathan. Children: Elihu, b. 
Nov. 13,1780; Molly; Clarisa; Thom
itS; Alexander; Chester; G'l0rge. 
The father died Dec. 1, 1833. 

teT. 
HON. ASA and MRS. SL'SA.S M. 

KNIGHT, bv their children. 
-AsA. MILLER, by his children. 

ALONZO DUTTON, by Myron F. 
Dutton and Mrs. Adin F. Miller, 
grand children. 

JOSEPH MILLER, by Mrs. Sophia 
Arms Miller. 

J. EDSON WORDEN, by MI'. Wor
den. 

WM. O. MILLER, by Mr. Miller. 

DAVID L. MANSFIELD, by his .......... 
friends. 

MILLER FA'MILY COAT OF ARMS, 

by Col. Chas. D. Miller of New
ark, O. 



--

PlJTNEY. 

BY REV. AMOS PO,STER 

A peaceful town with rura l scene,":.' f.'l il' 


As pictures on the painted canVit::;8 are~ 


Tlmt lia s it.., little histol')"' to be (o W , 

Upon these pnge8, choicely here nnrolle(a 

BX on e . H.~ P;l ~tor forty y p,a l's, we 'r p, ~-olcJ. 

PUTNEY. Igntss , Carll, and otber kinds of gnlin . 

:tl OI:NDAHIl,S EXTENT A ND 

NATCIlAL HISTORY. 

This town is bo ullded Borth by \OVe<;t
millster, eas t uy Conn ecticut RivCl', sep
ara~ilJg it from Wes tmorelaniJ i south by 
Dummerston, and west by Brookline. 
It is 13 miles south of 13ellows Falls, 

The Great Meadow is seen to good 
advantagc in passing through Wcst
mOl"ehmd 011 th\' Cheshire Rail ,Ro.ad: 
an d in midsummer, th e prospect from 
that point is most enehanting. It is 
said, that the Han. Edward Evel·ett. 
once pass ing over that t'oad, was so 
delighted with the prospect that he could 

.and 10 nortll of Brattleboro . The v er-, not suppres~ his emotions, He bToke 
mont Valley Rail Road pas~es through forth in a strain of eloquence to the grea t 
the eastern border, there bell1g two sta admira,tion of his fellow passengers. 
t ions, one called Putney, the other, 

Back from tbe river, the town isE ast Putney. 
I t extends on the Connecticut River Ia,grcea,bly <Jiversificd with swells of la,nd 

ii'om north to sout\! abollt 5 miles, and a,n~ intervals, susceptible of high culti· 
fr om the ea,stern to the western bound vatIOn and very productive. 

ary betweGn 6 and 7 miles , and conta,ins, SACKETT'S llROOK 

as reported by Asa Wasl] burn , Esq., presents a distinguishing feature in the 
Vt. SLate's Assessor in 1814 15,7 91 physical aspect of the town. This isa 
acres and 70 rods. III variety and beauty never-fa,iling stream flowing from the 
of scenery, it is surpassed by thy coun- west, part of W"estminster, receiving in 
try places. In the easterly part of the its passage ma,ny tributa,ry streams, ar,d 

town IS the . emptying into the Connecticut about a 
GREAT ThfEADOWS, mile eas t of the village. ThiR brook 

so called from its earliest history, formed runs through a large meadow, at the 
by a large bend in the river. The lower end of which is The Village of 
meadow comprises not far from 500 Putney. The meadow is enriched by its 
acres. The soil is rich, easy of culti- frequent overflowings, and from year 
vation, and yields abunda,nt crops of to yea,r yields abundant crops 01 grass, 
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The S tree t (so called) passes from the on the north being intcreepted oy a 
vilhtge in a northerly direction, west of , clump of trees ., A large portioll of the 

l l' t f t' south west of ~ew Hnmpsh ll·e. th t':tl I fi t18 meae ow , or ) p.( I ~ ance 0 \Yo . northwestern of Massaehusetts and tIle 
miles ar.d is lined with c:o mfo rtablp I'C8- sOlltbcl"Il sedion or V"rmont j's befor~ 
idences th e wholc distance . The tntv- I yo u. From the COil n eet,i cut valley . 
d el' O"o ino' north is delio'bred witl! tlw Iyour eve gOt:s over hill ~1(}<1 (Iale, cl e"ro e. 0 I .J 

abundant verdure of the meadow and : ings and wood lauels, villages , hamlets 
. h [) H ' I! I 'tl ' 11 anel cottage,; , till it reaelll'S the summit 

Wit a re I crOWl1C( '~I I PIllCS anc Iof the iHolladnock , ancl thence north 011 
~)th er evergreens, on tl~e l'lght ;, all ~1 I~e th~ blue, highl.ands tow :~nls t~.e W~lit(C 
IS no less pleased WIth the maJ estIC HIlls . fh e sIlvery surface of th e COIl

swel.ls of laud and flollr~s hi T1 g and pro- ! uecti.c t .belo~ Bratt.le~oro: distant. l(} 
rlllctlve fi eld:;, on the left. or 1;) mIles, .1,lId the ll'l egular aJ?d bl ok

. . ' ell ridges of Southern V ennont ~Lnd 
LeaVIng the .~ treet, and taking a Fran klin County in Massachusetts, come 

westerly course on wha t was tormerly in sig ht; and the summit of the Green 
c:dled the ' County Road." le<Lcl ing to Mounta ins far to the north with their 
Newfane and Townshcnd, the traveler ' endless va riety of s hapes . with the H ay· 

W H'll f 
passes ~vel' e~t I, easy 0 ascent. 
presentIng a va 1'1e(1 aspect of beauty and 

fe rtility. The w riter has ever consid
ered th~ soil in .this part of the to wn of 
a supcl"l or qualI ty, Hnd the advantages 
to the agricultUl-est of the first order. 
Y et for som e reason, tl ere has for forty 
years past, be"' ]) a gradual decrease in 
the number of inhabitants; and many 
of the fa rms have been appropria ted to 
grazing purposes. Cattle and sheep 
now occupy those fi elds which were 
once cultiva ted by the hand of m an. 

But the physical aspect at West Hill, 
and th e magnificent prospect there pre
sented still r em ain. A s the traveler 
passes on to th e summit. he is struck 
with wonder and delight. Beckley in 
his history of Vermont thus graphically 
describes the scene: 

BECKLEY'S DESCRIP TION. 
. f l' . .. 

" TIIe VIew rom t 11S emmence IS n ch 
and maj estic. F ew places a re more 
enchanting . As you face t,he south, 
you have on your r ight the nanow and 
deep valley of W est River; and on 
your left th: somewhat broader one of 

stack, au.l !Sadclle-back, and S tratton 
cliffs , limits your view on the riglit . but 
fi xes your a ttention in silent a.dll:imtion_ 

The OI'isrinal !!Towth of forest trees . 
consisted ~f bec~h , birch, oak , maple: 
butterllutand elm, The Great M eadow 
abounded with yellow pine ; while the 
higher fla ts or plains were covered with 

-~ 

white pines of maj estic growth. In the 
va lley through which !S ackett's broo k 
fl ows was one of the noblest groves of 
pines anywhere to be found. T hey 
lifted their heads to a vast height, the 
boughs closing over th e traveler , ren
dering it da rk , even at mid-day . 

TI-m ROCK F ORM ATIONS 

on the east side of Sackett's brook , are 
mostly mica sla te , abounding with gar
nets and staure-tide. Throug h the cen
tre of the town run the extf'nsive stra ta 
of a rgilite or roof slate. West of this '

range comes the mica sla te again, inter-
l' h h . 

spersec Wit a ard, black hme-stone _ 
11] the east pal't of the town is found a 
very ra re mineral, known by the name 
of fluate of lime, or fluor-sp a r , of a 
beautifnl , emerald reen. S ecimens 

the ConnectIcut, some two thousand feet. g p 
below you. Then the whole compass o.f thl.s have ~een sen~ to . the .rn0st dis-
of the horizon to a grea t extent opem, ItmgUlshed mmeraloglsts m thiS country 
to your view, excepting a few degrees and in Europe. 
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~ 
CIVIL HI STOllY. NEHEMIAH HOWE. 

Thi~ town was eady ilihabited by the cuttizJg wood one fourth of a mil e from 
~\borigillt's ~f nIH cuuntry, as appears the fort, was eaptul--eJ. At this jund
from the Jiscov ery of arrows, spears, me, two men David H.ugg and Hobert 
hoes, and broken pots. In several plates Baker , were descending thj) river in a 
'on the intel"Vals. when the setdements canoe; when perteived by the Indialls. 
'O f the whites lJegall. they fooud heaps they wel'e tin'd upon; Rugg was i<t1lc{1. 
-of stones. evidently brought by hand while Baker gained tlte opposit(, 8uon, 
from the high bm(h, bearing th~ marks and escaped. How e was carried to 
Df nrc. and supposed to h-avcconstituteJ Canada, where he died. During this 
the fire-placj)s of the Indian wigwams. war. whiel] hegan in 1744, and elided 
But, what wel'e the names or the num· with [be treaty of Aix la Clmpelle, ill 
bel' of the natives who occupied these Oct. 1747, the settlement wns broken 
grouuds, or whether they had a perma- np, the fort destroyed and the people f\"d 
nent, or only all occasional reside!lee, is to places of greater sHfety. 
not known. Previous to th e 

THE FIRST SEITLKH8. 

l'[HST FRENCH WA R. III F ebmary 17,)5, a family by the 
>or the Cape Bretoll 'iVar, 1744, a set-· name of Averill remvved from West
tlement -Oy whites was eommelleed on I minster to the Great Meadow. This 
the GZ'eat Meacl-ows, and a fort was' familv orIginally came from Shirley, 
·built near the centre, called Fort Hill. [ Mass~ to Charlestown, :N. H., Of NIl. 
The first attack made on the Fort by 4. as it was thell called. Thi~ was in 
the Indians was on July 5. 1745 The 1744. The Cape Breton war coming 
:sad fate of one of these settlers is wor on they fled to Northfield, Mass. Af
~hy to I.e reco rded; it is that of tel' tIlt' dose of the war, in 1751 , they 

o 
WILLIAM 'PHIPPS. I removed to 'Westminster, and Irom 

He was captnred by the Indians, vVest.minster they came to Pntlley , as 
·'-Vhilehoeing corn, near the south west I above stated. Here, they found Philip 

(,orner of the meado~ ; was carried into IAle~~nd~r and J ~hn Per? with their 
the wo~ds, and left. m the care of oue of l f~\mlhe~, al~o Michael Gilson, unmar
the Indlans , while the other was absent. . rled, With hiS mother and tW(' sisters. 

Phipps wat-ehcd his opportunity, and I' These were from Massachusetts and 
with characteristic intrepidity, with his were the first permane~t settlers in town, 
hoe struck down the Indian in whose I and were the only white persons known 

keeping he was; and seizing the gun of within its limits. 

his fallen enemy, he gave the other who Early in 1755, hostilities again com
was retnrning, a fatal shot. He then menced, and for their safety, the few 
attempted to seek ref1lge in the fort; but inhabitants built another fort, in the 
before reaching it, he was met by three south east part of the Mtadow. In 
(Jther Indians who took his life. In the this enterprize they were joined by a 
October following, the enemy again ap-I considerable number from Westmore
peared at the Great Meadow and made land j among whom was Mr. Aldrich, 
an attack upon the garrison. An efl'ectu- the father of General Aldrich, Daniel 
al resistancewas made, one Indian kill- Howe, Thomas Chamberlain, Joshua 
ed, and tJte fort remained uninjured. Warner, Daniel Warner, Harradon 
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Wheelcr, and S}tmuel Mil.ott. At the 
close of th e w}tl' , they all returned to 
,;y-es tmOTclan rI, except Samuel .Minott, 
who became a perman errt cit.lzen. Dr. 
J oSt"ph Lord Hnd \Villiam Wi\lardjoill ed 
the garrison eluTing tlie .\<'rel1('h war. 

The fort was of an oblong form, 120 
feet ill length. by .'~O in width, auo 17 
fee t hi gh. It was constructed of hewn 
pine timber 6 inches thicle. Some Hi 
houses were buil t within this fort j the 
back walls of the houses being formerl 
by the wall of the fort, each with a 
single roof slanting up to the top of the 
wall. The hOllses fronted the honow 
square in the centre. A great gate 
opened towards the east, and a small 
one towards the south. Here was a 
gaITison of 12 men during the summer. 
A guard was kept while the men were 
at work, and they usua.!ly carried their 
arms into the field with them. No open 
attack was made npou the fort; though 
the Indians occasionally came shouting 
around it, rendering the night hideous. 

The Meadow was now mostly in a 
rude state, being covered with yellow 
pine ; with here and there a white pine 
and white oak, stretching their lofty 
boughs towards the heavens. Col. Wil
lard , who owned th e land, it is said, 
gave th e use of it as a consideration for 
building the fort and defending it during 
the war. 

LIEUT. JOSHUA HYDE. 

In the summer of 1762, LieutJoshua 
Hyde made a purchase of a large tract 
of land in the east part of the town, 
and in the same year, he removed his 
family to a house ncar the river, about 
50 rods south ·of the 'lId W estmorelaud 
bridge. Previous to this, there were 
but two families in town, except those 
in the Great Meadow, viz: the fa,nily 
of John P erry and that of Philip Alex
ander. Their res idences were about a 

, 

mile sou(!\ of th e' Meadow. Both had 
been inhabitants of the I ort. There 
were now 110 mill, and the people were' 
subj ~('teel to the iU (:OTlvcni l'lIce "LealTy
ing th eir grain tor grinding to N orth-· 
field , ]H}tss <t nd C:csterfidd, N. H. 

III 1764, Benjami n IIIltt:hins aud 
SamueI Skinner sf)u bl ill' the oast par t
of the town near the great bridge. Th(. 
same year 

.T0 3-HUA PARKl>:l{ 

came fj'om (' anterlmry. Ct., aO'll pur
('based it farm on 8flekctt's brook, at the 
nonh end of the st,l·eet. During , li e 
year, he was engaged in making pre
parations to remove his m ui ly , and was: 
the first man who dl'o ve a team through, 
the street. In the 8pring of 1765, he
commenced kepping house ill the place· 
where he afterwards died, By this time, 
H enry ViTaIton, .J ames Cummings, ancI 
Moses J ohllson had takel. up residenc'es 
on the Rtreet. In the yeaI' 1768 , 

HON. NOAH SAB IN 

of Reiioboth, Mass., removed hi~ ianuiby 
to town. His residence was near th at 
of Jo"hua Parker, There was OOW, in 
add'tion to those already named, 'on the 
street, the families of \Villiam vVyman, 
and Charles Kathan. W est of the street 
were the fami lies of .John Bntler, An
drew Graham, M.ichael Law. f);n d De'n
nis Lochlin. East of the mouth of 
Sackett's Brook were the tamilies of 
Jonas Moore, Leonard Spaulding, Fair
bank Moore, and Samuel Allen. By 
this time, mills were erected, roads to 
some extent constructed. and CODven
iences for living multiplied j th e divers
ity of scenery andsoil was inviting, and 
the population rapldly increased. 

THE FIRST CHARTER 

of the town was from the State of New 
Hampshire, and bears date , Dec. 26, 
1753. It was given to Josiah Willard 
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lLnd ot ll el'S, whose Ilames are Dot known, of tl:ose in advaneerl years, llOWeVeJ" 
After New York claimed the territory , a strangely the names of some of them 
clulrteJ' was oblainecl hom that state ! may sound ill the ears of the yonng-, 
bearing elate, ~ov. 6, 17G G, .A t a regular town meeting hel.1 :!'lfar. 

Grantp-es LUicier tileCllarter trom N ew 115, 1784, it was voted to, 
York il l" " the following: J osinh IV illill'El 
.foshua Hir[c,. Daniel Hubbard, .J os ialt 

'Villm'd, Junior, Lois Butkr, Thomas 
Frink, J eremiah HaIL Joseph Hnm
monel, Thoma" Hill , Eunice 'Vi!1ard , 
Elijah Alexander , Sampson Willard , 
..Jo.hn E1!is , Henry Foster , Thomas Lee, 
Micah Lawrence , John Gould, .James 
Scott , amI Nehemia h Hough ton. 

The town was ol'ganizeu, and the 
hrst town officers chosen, ::IIay 8,1770, 

The record of this date is as follows: 

,< At a meeting of the Frccholders 
and Other Inhabitants of tile Town of 
Putney on the seeom] Tuesday of Mil,y, 
Acco rding to ChMIel' , Capt. 'Villiam 
Pcrce was Chosen ~'Ioclerator for said 
Mee ting, ancl tllC following pcrso ns was 
t:hosell to serv.e the Town iD their re
~pective Offices I'or the Ensuing year. 
[viz,] S uppervisor, Noah Sabin j T own 
Clark, Noah Sabin; Assessors, Capt. 
Abij ah Moor and Samuel ·Minot.t ; 
Treasurer, Sept..JoshuaH ide; Sunray
ors of the. Highways, BenJamin "Wilson 
and John 'Varner; Oyersecrs of the 
Poor, J oshua Parker amI Samuel Min
ott; Colectol', ,J allles Cnmings ; Consta
hIes, Alllos Haile, Jonathan Houghton, 
and John Perry-and the said meeting 
was acl.iol'll ed to the Second Tuesday of 
.J nly at the house I)f Ensign Comings in 
said Putney at One of the Clock on said 
day," 

By subsequent recorcls, it seems that 
other necessary officers of the town were 
chosen from time to time, such as se
lectmen , listers, grand and petit jurors, 
leather sealers, tithing-men, hayward , 
branclers of horses, sealers of I~ orses, 

sealers of weights and measures, pound
keepers , fence viewers. These officers 
all had their appropriate duties to per
form, at once suggested to the lllinds 

"Choose a comnLttee of seven to 
dividc thc town into distrids for the 
uen etic of schoolling," 

At itlloLher meeting it was voted to 
H except of the rpport of t.he committee 
fO I' dividing the town into school elis
tricts ," It was also voteu to " Choose 
one or mr'l'e meet pcrsons in each school 
distri cts as trtls~ees of school affairs as 
che law directs." A ccordingly twelve 
<'meet persons," whose nam.es are given, 
were t:hosell [or th e ahove pm'pose;_ 
from w hinh it may be inferred, that the 
tOWIl was originally divided into 12 
school districts .. 

A change, however, was afterwan1s 
matle. Originally, a part of what is 
now Brookline belonged to Putney , 
embracing the som ewhat abrupt descent 
on the west side of tbe Hill , as far as 
<, Grassy brook. The vote ot the town, 
pa5scd Oct. 6, ] 794, in reference to the 

excision was as follows: 

,< Voted to set off' the westerly part 
of thi" town to join the south part of 
Athens, or ,some other town, as the 
General Assembly of this Stale may 
think fit; the bounds of said west part 
be as follows: (viz) 'Beginning on 
Westminster line at the north east corner 
of lot No.1, in the 13th range, and 
running southerly to the south west 
corner of lot No.8, iT. the 14th range; 
from thence to the north west corner of 
Samuel Bennet, J r 's, lot ~ then on the 
west line of said Bennet's lot, and the 
west linc of Capt. Ezekiel 'Wilson's lot 
to Dummerston line. 

According to the charter from N ew 
York, 19360 acres of land were origin
ally comprised within the limits of Put
ney, By thb action, some 3569 acres 
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were cut. off; leaving 15791. as reportec1 
by assessor 'IV-ashburn in 1814. 

In consequence of this action, a new 
arrangement in regard to school districts 
became necessary. At a meeting called 
Oct. 15, 1795, to act 0)1 tIle subject, a 
committee previously appointed made 

report that the town be divic;ecl into 8 
school districts; which report was udopt
ed, and the dividing lines were particll
larly described. Other changes were 

bereavement. A record is DOW III ex
istence showing the actioT. of llle town 
70 yearR ago ill referenee to tlw con
dueling' of funerals, which is highly 
creditable to their moral sellse allli 
Christial. ~ympath'y. 

THE OLD LIBRARY. 

They wcrc a reading people. A larg" 
social library was for many years ill .... 
ex istence, consisting of the stanlljlJg 
a uthors of that period ; aDd although 

afterwarrls maDe, and the number of the advantao-es for an earh education 
school districts at the present time is 10. were lil11ited~ yet the peopie generally 

From the organization of the town in were well informed. The wl'iter was 
1770, thc population continued to ill- intimately acquaint ed with one far ad
crease by immigration and {)thenvise, yanced ill life, 50 years ago who, in her 
so that, according to Thompson, in 
1791 , the number of iubabitailts was 
1848. Subsequently, the popnlatlan 
began to decreus ,and ill 1860, it was 
,only 1163. Emigration has had its in
flu ence. But other causes have had 
their effects. Once it was common to 
find large families, consisting, in many 
~ases, of eight, ten, twelve, and more 

cliildl'en. TLere are those now living 
who distinctly remember three families 
dwelling near each other in which were 
42 children; in one there were 13, in 
another, 14, and in another, 15. Now , 
as we pass from house to house, we find 
'One, two, three, and sometimes more 
children; but quite commonly none at 
all. And in school districts, where once 

youth, had enjoyed but three weeks' 
schooling: yet. in point of general in
,telligence, it would be diffie-ult to find 
her 3tlperior. \Yith civil and ecclesias
(tical history . the biographies of c1istill
guished individuals, and religiolls treat
ises then extant, she was familiar. aml 
her conver~atioD on these 1;1lbjeds coulc1 
not fail of being edifying to anyone. 

In general, those who succeeded the 
early inhabitants have been intclligenL 
moral and industrious. As a co,nse. 
quenc~, the common comfort s of life 
have n()t been wanting. The vices that 
have exiiited are such as may be found 
elsewhere; and there has always been 
a conservative influence operating which 
has held in check those disposed to do 

'there were 40 or 50 scho?ars, we no:" Iwrong. Outbreaking crimes hftve been 
find but 15 or 20. And ll1 two locah
ties, where form erly there were schools 
ot a respectable number Of scholars, no 
schools are now supported. These 
changes are common to our rural towns, 
and they afford matter for reflection to 
thinking minds. 

The early inhabitants were social ll1 

their habits, kind and genial in their 
intercourse with each other and sym
pathetic in seasons of sickness and 

very few. 

"BUSINESS. 

AGRICULTURAI_ PURSUITS 

have engaged attention generally, and 
in these the people have been successful. 
Few towns afford greater faciliti es for 
the farmer. The soil is rich and pro
ductive. The" Great Meadow" has 
ever been proverbial for its heavy crops 
of grain. The farms baek from the 
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river a re excellent for grazi ng purposes, 
RnU the hel'ds of (' a ttie arid s heep have 
yielded profi table returus to their own
ers . The reports of the annllal Couuty 
lind State fairs have bo rn e testimony to 
ti, e wp<;riol' quality of the hor;,es, cattle 
am! sheep IV hich the town Las produced. 

For a num ber of year~ vast A. 1\1. 
\Villslow and sons have been extell sively 
eng,tged ill the raising and sale of the 
:sho rt horn Durha,ms. As a spedmen 

yielding from $30 .000 to $40.000 worth 
of paper. AI10ther paper-mill is owned 
by William Robertson , doing a business 
of some $29.01)0. an nually . 

Tb ere are a.lso, a saw and grist-mill , 
a furniture-shop, a chair-shop , a black
SHlith-shop, and a harness-shop, a :1d 
Clark Roberts is largely engaged in the 
business ot' carriage-making . Messrs. 
George L. Pierc and H erbert L. Wheat 
are the two Mercha nts. ilh. Wheat is 

of Lhe size am! weightof these animals , IPostmaster. 

" THE DUKE OE P UTNEY" 

may be named, less tlmn tw o years old, 
weighing 1600 pounds. These cattle 
are sold in vario us parts of N ew Eng
lan d at ve ry high prices. 

Considerable Rtten tion is also paid to 
manu fac turing and mecha nical opera
tion$. On Sackett's. brook which . ill 
the distance of 80 rods, falls 180 feet, 
is a woolen-mill. owned by the 

PUTNEY WO()LEN CO Ml'ANY, 

THE VILLAGE OF PUTNEY 

is pleasantly situated in the valley of 
Sackett's brook, con taining within its 
limits, besides the buildings already 
referred to, 75 dwelling-hollses , two 
ehurches, 1 hotel, 2 school-houses, >~ 

beautifully constrncted Maso nic hall, 
and a very commodions Town H ouse. 
The latter was built in the summer of 
1871, at an expense of some $11.000. 

It contains a spacious T ow n Hall, 
a large room for a High School, and 

George S . Coffin, Agent. doing a very I four smaller rooms, for various useful 
eonsiueralJ le business in the manufact-l purposes . 
ure of m ixed fl an nels. The factory is 
80 fe et long by 32 wide, and 4 stories 
high. Adjoining this is a weaving-room 
100 ftlet long, by 25 fee t wide. A very 
commodions boarding-house belongs to 
the company. 

[Since the foregoing account of the 
Woolen Mill was written the whole 
estahhshment has been sold. The large 
building is taken down and the mater
ials removed. The boarding-house is 
owned by Mr. Lewis , a nd is fitted up in 
beautiful style for the accommodation of 
boarders for a Icmger or shorter period. ] 

PAPER MILL. 

Next is a paper mill owned by John 
Robertson, in which $7000 is invested 
aside from the r eal estate. Stock from 
150 to 200 tons is annually worked up, 

Since the opening of the Vermont 
Rail Road. a Post Offic~ has been estab
lished in East Pnmey, named by the 
P ost Office Department, 

CORNTON: 

A lively business is here carried on, in 
the lumber trar'l.e and the mannfacture of 
horse-rakes , by Franklin L. Pierce and 
'Varren Parker. 

In addition to the residences pre
viously standing, several new ones of 
taste and beanty have recen tly been 
erected, rendering this section of the 
town inviting . 

TOWN CLERKS. 

Noah Sabin, Sen., Amos, Haile, 
Ma tthew, Cnshing, D aniel Sabin, 
John T albut, William Stephenson, 

to 1796 : 
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1797 - 98: Noah SaLin, Jr. 
1790 - 9!J : Daniel Sabin. 
1800 - 1)3 : M edad Comes, 
1804 - 27: No~h Sabin, ,Jr. 
1828 - 29: A sa Houghton, 
1830 - 34-: James Lowe. 
1835 - 43 : William Hotlg hton, 
1844: Willia m Wil(Ier. 
1845 - G7 : Willi~.m Houghtoll. 
1868 -: A. B. Hewett. 

EDUCATION. 

I Geo rge Ash, Jerome Allen, Cungl'e
gat onalists : 

Nathalliel Cu.lworth, and F{)I'I'i~ 

Moore , B<tptists: 

Charl es Harding allrl :';ul11uel A, 
Cushing-, Methodist, 

PHYSICIANS, 

Elisha Roo,l , ,Josiah Goodhue, ,J ohn 
Campbell, 1st. Luther Jewett, Alex
ander Campbell, N a.t.haniel Chamber
lain, John Campbell, :2c1 . David Allen. 
S. N Bemis. GustaYUs H. Loomis. E. 

'rl' I I I d I W. Morse. H. D. HoHon. D. P. W eb1e pnmary Be 100 S lave compare , 
. ,stcr G. S. Foster E. S. Muno·er. favorably wIth th~ sallle,) order ofsehools' , '" 

in other towns. 'Veil qualified teaclw,rs 
have generalty l)'een employed; and it 
cou ld be said of nearly all our youth, 
that t1!cy possessed a good com mOll ed
ucation. Besides the schools just named, 
" select schools" were for many years 
sustained , in which the higher English 
branches, and the languages preparatory 
to admission to college , were taught. 
Instructors of superior q llalifications 
were employed, and many youth were 
enabled to make those a ttainmen ts in 
useful knowledge, by which they were 
prepared for the stations in life which 
they were called to fill. Others have 
been sent abroad to enjoy advantages 
still greater than any that could be found 
at home, 

COLLEGE GRADUATES. 

Luke Bowen, Luther J ewett, Samuel 
B. Goodhue, R euben Washburn, Asa 
Keyes,Henry Crawford, Samuel Fletch
er, John H. Noyes , Horatio Noyes, 
William 'White, George A sh, Jerome 
Allen, Henry D. Foster, and Wilder 
Harding. 

NATIVE MI NESTERS. 

Those who have en tered the ministry 
from Putney are the following: Luke 
Bowen, Luther J ewett, Samuel Fletcher 

LAWYEH S . 

John Griffin, Phineas White, (sec 
Biographical Sketch) . 

A~A KEYE~) 

born in Putn~y !ytay 30,1787 , g'n,dll<l 

ted at Dartmouth college in 1810,after 
teaching 2 years in Chesterfield, N, H,. ....,
studied law and was admitted to the bar 
in 1814, He immediately commenced 
practice in Put My and continued it till 
1833. Since which he hilS resided in 
Dra.ttleboro, Vlll'suing his profession to 
the present time, (1869,) H e ha ;; held 
the office of' judge of probate and j nstice 
of the peace; has b.:;cn a l11embar of the 
house of Representatives for 3 years, fl 

member of the Senate 2 years, and a. 

Trustee of the Vermont Asylum for the 
Insane for about 20 years, 
[Judge K eyes has s ince deceased, See 
History of Brattleboro, this volume for 
a biographical sketch. Ed. J. 

NATHANIEL GOODHl:E 

commenced the practice of law in Put
ney, where he remained a few years, 
and then removed to Ohio. 

JOSHUA LEA VITT 

after a short practice of the legal pro
fession, entered the ministry. For many 
years past, he. has been connected with 
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'che religious press in the city of New Ivacant on the Sabbath , and he was usu
York. 	 ., 

JOHN KDIBALL 

was a native of Haverhill, N. H. ; grarl
Hated a t Dartmouth College in 18:22. 
:and studied law with the Hon . Moses 
P. 	Payson of Bath, N. H . 

In 18 :28, he commenced hi s profes
sion in Claremont,·N. H., where he re 
s ided 10 years and was twice elected to 
-the legislature. Sept. 2, 1834, he mar
l'ip,d Frances Mary, daughter of the 
Hon. Phineas White of Putney, to whieh 
place he removed in 1839, and contin
ued the practice of his profe8 i; ioll. H e 
served 3 y~ars ill the office of States 
Attorney, and has been a member of the 
Senate and of the house of Representa
tives 6 years. For the past 6 or 8 years 
he has turned hi s attention principally 
to farming. 

The preceding statements having 
b een made by Mr. Kimball himself, it 
is due to him that some additional re
m arks be made. For more than sixty 
y ears the writer has enjoyed his acquain
taU(~e . and during thi s whole perilJd it 
m ay be truly said he sustained an irre
proachable character. In college, though 
not a profes~'{)r of religion, he strictly 
observed the rules of the Llstitution; 
.and in point of scholarship, he was 
.among the first in hiJ3 class. While in 
the practice of law at Claremollt, he 
made a profession of religion, and soon 
after his removal to Putney in ] 839, he 
united with the Congregational church 
in this place, and during the more than 
forty years of his residence here, his life 
was beautifully adorned by the Chris
tian graces. His social qualities were 
of a high order, and his agreeable and 
instructive interviews endeared him to 
all classes, both old and young. His 
place in the house of God was seldom 

I 
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ally present at the meetings during the 
week. He ;dways manifested a deep 
interest in the cause of religion, and its 
prosperity was an object of his efforts 
and his prayer~. The sufferings of his 
last sickness were borne with sweet sub
mission, and his hope of final acceptance 
was in the mercy of God through .Jes us 
Christ. H e died Feb . :25, 1884, aged 
87 years and ne1trly ;) months, leaving 
an afflicted widow , and only son , and a 

large circle of other friends to mourn 
their loss. 

REPREt:il<-:NTATIVES 

TO THE GRNER A L ASS RilIBL Y. 

From 1777 to 1<')62 , reported by the 
Seeret!uy of State; 

1777: Dennis Lochlin . 
1,78; Abner Miles. 
1779:" " and Amos Haile. 
1780; Amos Haile, Daniel Martill . 

i7i-! 1 ; Daniel.Jewett, Lucius Wil son. 
1782; Noah Sabin, Lucius Wilson. 

1763: n " n 

1784; Lu cas , \Vilson, .Jam es Haile. 
1785; Lucas WilbOn. 
1786 ; Daniel J ewett. 
1787: Noah Sabin. 
1788, 1789: Daniel Jewett . 
1790 - '96 : .John Campbell . 
1797 -1800 ; Daniel Jewett. 
1801 : .Josiah Goodhue. 
1802 : James Fitch. 
1803 - '07 . Daniel J ewett. 
1808 - '09 ; David Leavitt. 
1810. '11 : Willard Taft. 
1812, '13 : Nathaniel Chamberlain . 
1814; David Leavitt. 
1815, - '20: Phineas White. 
1821, '22: Josaph Winslow. 
1823 : Theophilus Crawford. 
1824, 1825: None. 
1826 - '27: Asa Keyes . 
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1828, ';29: David Crawford. II and they were seasons of hilarity ancli 
1830 - '3 1 : .John CampbelL. mirth. The system Whsat length broken: 
1.832 '33: Da.,·id Craw.ford. up by legislative enactment.. 
l834, - 35 - :)6-: Alex. Cr<l..\\,fonL 

1837: None. 

r838 : FOlTis Moore 

1839, -40: ,Joha ~n:l,itl1. 


I 841-4·;2 : Rpmy II. Barton', 

1843 - 44: .Joseph T. RGdway . 

1845: James Keyes. 

1>346, - 47: v'lGlte'l' p~ Rich:udsolJ. 

1848 - 49 . WaITell B, Richardson •. 

1850 - 51 : lVfUl'k l'mwtbrc.L. 

1852 - 53 . Charles Brood. 

1854 , ;)5 : Phineas D. Keyes. 

1856, 57 : .J ohn Kimbfl,11. 

1858, - 59 : Aaron llitcheock. 

1860- 6-1: James ,1. Johnson. 

1862 - 63 : Chill' es ~hrigley. 


1864 : John Kimball. 

1865 -66·; David R. Cobb . 

1867 - 68: J!)hr.] Rol>ertsol1'. 

]:869 -70. Samupl E. WheaL 


1872 -74; Dall P. ·Webster. 

]8 '76: Sterne O. Pa,kel'. 

1878 : William Rob,-rtsoll'. 

1880: Denison Davis. 

1882. George H. Phillips . 

J884: ? 

MILITAEY t 

MILITIA COMPANIES. 

In early days, considerable attention 
was paid to Military affairs . There 

was a large company of militia in the 
West palt; and another in the East 
part of the Town. Besides these, there 
was a company of light infantry and 
one of cavalry 01' troops, as they were 
then calIed. These companies frequently 
met for the purpose of drilling; the an-

ItE.VOL.UTIONARY SOLDIERS. 

In· our Revolutionary st.ruggle, Put
ney bore <to honorable p.al'L Twenty
four of h.er sons were in the war, ,'iz :_ 
D<tniel Ad,LlllS, Sarf1uel Bennett," Daniel 
Brovm, Seth Carey, Abram. Hou.ghton, 
David Foster, CflJeb Houghton, Elijah, 
Houghton, ,~OSitUh Hyde, "Zenas Hyde, 
D:miel Jewett, Elisha ,Joitnson, *Moses' 
John,son, - - Kathan, Daniel Mar'.in, 
Aaron.il1. Martin., I saac Palmer, "John, 
Smith, "' Ezekiel Pierce, ·t· Jolm Stowers,. 
.James Upham., George Ware, "'Luke· 
Wilson" Ezekiel Wibon. 

DA,: lD (,HAWFORD. 

In the war of 1812, was David' 
, Crawford, conc:erning whom in Gard·..Iner's Dictionary of t,he army of the 
United States, is· the follow iug record ~ 

" David Crawford, VI.. Seeond Lieut. 
7 May 1812 . FiFst Lient, ,1une 1813 . 
Adjutant 11 Regt. Infantry: 1814. Dis

'. tinguished in tbe bt~ttle of'Niagal'aFalls.IBrigadier Major, distinguished i'Q Genl . 
Brown's Sortie at FOI·t Erie, Sept. 17 T 

I1.814, i~ whic:h he wa.s wounded. Capt. 
Sept. II, J814. 

I In 1815, at the close of the war, he 
was retained in his full rank, the army 
being r educed to· a peace establishment 
of 10,00:0; bu.t not intending to spend 
his days in the army, he c1ecEned the· 
honor. 

He afterwal'ds held vari:ous civil offi
ces ; 'vas representative from 1828
18'33; a member of the last executive 
council in 1835 ; elector of president and' 
vice president in 1836; senator from 
'Windham County in 1840-41 ; member' 
of conv~ntion to act upon proposed arti 

nual meeting was the first Tuesday of cles iIi altering the State constitution in 
June. These occasioll~ drew together 1843 j member of the council of censors 
a large number of persolls of all ages,*Peusiouer. 
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;in )848; a j llstice of tIle peace for 25 
years. 

Samuel Benuett , J1'. vVildc1' Brow11, 
Herbert C. Demiag, vVaterman Joy , 
Comfort .J oy, Abel Steele, ,r ohn Brown, 
Asa vVashlmrn , Jr., were :<.Isoiu the 
war of 1812. 

PUTNEY'S ROLL OF HONOR: 

1861 - 1865 

VOI. UNTEERS FOR THl~Eg YKAltS 

Credited previolls to the call for 300 . . 
:':)00. Oct 17 , 1863. 

NAM{!;S. c,u,;(; . . co, 

H enry H. Black. -8 r. 
James F, Blaek Do 

B enj. R. Blair, 11, G. 
,Tohn Blake, 4, F'I 
Dorr Bloou, 'J"', C. 

Geo. D. BrowI;, 8, f. 
Otis L. Brown, Do 
Rosw ell BUl'nham, 1] E 
Wm. C. BtHler, Cay, F 

Hel'I'Y C: Campbell, 2 C 
·Simeon C. Clal'k, !1 E 
Ebenezer F. Cross , Do 
Seymonr N. Croueh, -4 F 
Calvin ·W. Daggett, 11 E 

'* \Villiam, H. Haradan, 4- F 
tJames, Houghton, Do 

Jere me M. Houghton, Do 

"*vVarren V. Houghton , 4 C 
Alonzo, D. Kerr, 8 I 
Horatio Knight, 4 F 
Charles, Knox, 8 I 
L ewis Lane, S A 

tWiIliam E. Morse, 4 I 
G eorge Mandell. 11 G 
Walter J . Parker, 8 I 
Charles F. Phillips, Do 

Franklin C. Pierce, 2 C 
John T. Pierce , Cay. F 

"Edward R. Pratt, 8 I 
Edwin A. Puifer, Cay. F 

·Pensioner. 

Rufus Putnam, 9 D 
Horaee, E. Roberts. 4 Ii' 

*\VilIiam H . Roberts, Do 
tSamuel , C. Robertsoll Do 
,John Row e Do 
Arba N . Sampson, :2 C 
'Willard, W. Sawyer. ;K 

Leroy Shelley. Do 
Charles . S. Smitn. Do 
Henry ,J. ~mith, Do 
,]cl'emiaiI Speal' , 11 G 
,roh'll A. Thewillg, Cav. F 
CllHl'h's L White, :2 S is H 
.Tames D. \Villard . -4 F 
William F. Willard . 2 C 

t Andr"", J . Wood, 8 H 
t vVillia m R. U nclerwood. H G 
Charle~ H. Upham. Do 

SOI,· DIERS· UNDI-:R CA. Ll OF 

Od 13, 1863 

tor 300 .0UG. and credits under subse
L{U'cll t, {;al\s. 

NAMES. ~{EG. CO. 

John Blanchard. :s I 
*Charles J . Blo(,d, ~Do 

'Villiam Burton. CaY.I 
.. J ohn R. Call. pb-ell. -4 I 
'~Edwin G. Carpenter, D{1 
Gregory Daggett, lSSF 
J ohI! F ackney, 7 
Charles H. Elliot, 4 
Barney Flirm, Cay. 
Albro V. Ford, .s 
Daniel W. Hagar, Do 

tGeol'ge W. Haradan, S D 
James Jackson, 10 
Lorenzo P. Joy, 4 F 
Warner W. K err, 8 I 
G eorge Matthews, Cav. 
Patrick Mooney, 4 G 
Samuel S. P enfield 8 K 

t Hil'alll O. Phillips, 8 I 
*John C. Pierce , Cay. F 

L ewis J. Townshend, 8 I 
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.James E. Whi tney, 10 ('orn so far "ecoverecl as to produ ce 1t 

tolerable crop. In 1793, t he eankel' Martin Wilsoll, Cav. 
Ephraim WooeL S F rworm destroyed all the fruit. Tbe leaves 

of th e trees were so ta.r devoured, thiit 
VOLUNTEEJt lCO]{ ()Nl£ YEAl{, 

nothing but the stems wer~ left. In 
-William Fordham. 

1823, in certain gToves ill the west part 
ENROLLED MEN WHO \·'ITtU\ISHEl~ of the town for a mile or two in ex t.ent, 

SUBSTITUTES: II worm resembling the caterpillar that. 

Albert A t ll ot t . Job] RoLertsen. infests t.he apple-tree, appeared and CaD -

I sumed cntirely the leaves of the maple,James P. Whitney . 8 1

ash, beech, and sante at-her trees . so 
VOLUNTEEIlS F'OR NIN E )WNTElS. that many of them died. 


NAiHES. lmG . Co. 

A VIOLJ.:NT TK'l'lPEST . 


1m S. BlancharcT, It) I 

In Aui". I!J, l788 a violent tempest 

H enry .T. Burnham. 16 B 
swept over the country and prostrated a 

fWat son C. Burnham, Do 
large portion of the forest trees whose

Alphonzo C. Cobb. Do 
decaying trunks long ]'emained a:; a. 

H enry H. Holland , Do 
mOn L1lllcnt of the violence of the storm,

George A. Houghton, Do 
The 'sugar maplc ",las so fa,!' destl'oyed,_

tCharles H. Pierce, Do 
that bu.t little sugar was made for many 

1J ohn D. Pierce, 16 I 

years 
---Willard M. Pierce, Do 

FRESHETS.Richard Dennis, 16 B 

Lyman B. Wood, Do 
 There have been a number of severe 

freshets in Connecticut River by which 
FURNISHED UND ER DH.A ~'T ANt) PAID more or less damage was done 011 the 

COMM{jT ATION : Great lVleadow. In some cases the 
John P. Austin, N orman Cobb , Jr., water has risen so high as to oblige the
WaITen Davis , Aluert Glyun, people to leave their houses. 

L ewis F . Holbrook. P eleg Winslow, 
 In 1828, there was a fresbet on S ack
Leverett K. Wellman, C. P. W ood. ett's hrook, which swept off most of the

mills and bridges. The woolen-mill, 
paper-mill, black-smith-shop and other

PROCURED SUBSTITUTES : 

J osiah H. Buffum, Henry D. Holton, 

property was destroyed . 
Henry H. L aughton, .John A. Moore , 


Frederick H. Wilson. 
 THE SPOTTED Fli.V ER. 

ENTERED SERVICE. REG. CO. Io 1813, the spotted fever preva iled tt) 
Hugh C. Campbell, 6 I Ian alarming extent Rev . Mr. Andrews 
Charles R . Daggett, I) B left a record descriptive of ~he epidemic 1 

*Killed, tDied of disease. as foll ows: 

MISCELLANEons 
 "The fall of the year , 1812, was 

steadily, hut not severely cold. On theTHE W ORJIiS OF '70. 
last of November there fell about 4 

In 1770, immense number of worms inches of snow, which a few hours of 
overspread the ground, like the worms sun would have carried off. But the 
of Egypt, by which the corn and grass cold was so uniform, that the snow lay 

without increasing or diminishing tillwere very much destroyed. But the 



PUTNEY. 229 

the first of January, There then came 
~onsiderable snows; but the cold was 
for the most part not severe, but very

' , ,unIform. 1 he weather was ch-y and 
clear, such as 1UlS generally been deemed 
most conducive to health. Thc fEw er 
hegan to rage the first week in .J anuary 
and continued with violence till thl' last 
of March, and did not wholly subside 
till May. There were between 200 and 
300 eases of the epidemic, called the 
spotted fever, It was generally a very 
maligl1f1nt typhus. Frorr. the 9th of 
J annary to the 13th of April, there were 
38 deaths, W'hen the thaws lend rains 
commenced in March, the siclmess abat
ed; and the return of cold days never 
failed of' proc1ucing new eases of the 
fever. So general and distressing a 
diseasE' had never bp,en known in this 
section of country. 

F IRES , 

Some 15 houses of more or less value 
have been destror<'l by fire since the 
settlement of the tow n. Ir" 1772, a log
house, standing near the centre of the 
street, belong'ing' to Michael Law Wa5 
burued l and three children perish ed in 
the flames ; a daughter aged about 16 
years, a son aged 10, and another son 
aged 7. The oldest s on, aged 18 years 
had rescued two of the family from the 
flames , and in attempting to rescue a 
third, was so burned, that he died in 
about ten days. 

.-

In 1781, a house in the east part of 
the town, 50 or 60 rods east of Minott's 
Mills, was struck with lightning. Two 
persons were instantly killed ; Mrs. 
Warner, the wife of Daniel Warner , and 
a girl by the name of N ancy Frankli~. 

In 1831, a house, standing near the 
old grave-yard on the street was burned, 
and an aged lady, the wife of Mr. Paul 
Moore, perished in the flames. 

PERSONS DROWNED. 

Seven persons have been drowned j 
P atience Wilson and James Milbury, 

both in Connecticut river; Thomas l\1in
ott, at Minott's mills; J ethro Brown, 
A 1 'b ld All 1 'ld f N 11

1'C 11 a en a c 11 0 1: ewe " 
1\1:oore, and auother of 1 homas Church, 
in Sackett's brook, near the village. 

As illustra tive of the resolution and 
courage of the wives auel mothers inJ,he 
early days of the town, it may be stated 
that the wife of Lieut. .J oshua Hyde 
thrice narrowly escaped drowning in 
Connecticut ri ver. Once she run her 
canoe against a suag under water by 
which means s11 e was pitched into the 
river and sunk, She rose with tbe pad. 
dl e in her hand, at som'e distance from 
the boat. But the currant brought her 
near it again, so that her dallghter 10 
years old, was enabled to reach her 
hand as she was sinking the second 
time. But , notwithstanding her peril
ous situation, she had the presence of 
mind to give directions by which she 
was safely conducted to the shore. 

At another time, as she wao passing 
between a high bank of the river and 
the water's edge, in stepping round a 
cake of ice, she was plunged into deep 
water. The weather was intensely cold. 
She had the fortitude and strength to 
gain the shore, and by the help of her 
husband , she reached home,but not till 
she had almost perished with cold. 

At still another time, as she was pass
ing the river on the ice, she stepped up
on a board laid on a weak place in the 
ice, wbich gave way, and she was sup
ported only by the board. Her danger 
was imminent. But using her remark
able discretion, she succeeded in keep
ing herself out of water, till a man came 
to her rescue. 

Also" Philip Black, aged 17 years , 
was drowned in the Connecticut river, 
at 'Ware's ferry , Putney, while bathing 
one day in July 1882. 
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PUTNEY LONGEVITY. 

Within the period of 30 yearp, 47 
persons h'lve died between 80 and 90 
yeal's of age. In the same period 15 
persons died whose unite, 1 ages amount 
to 1411 years. The average is 94 years. 
The oldest person who has died in town 
was Mrs. Susanna Gould. She dild 
Sept. 12 , 1835, aged 104 years and 5 
mor,ths. 

N ames and ages of persons in Put
ney, who have died from 1834 to 1884. 

VERMONT HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

77.
" 

81.
" 1842, 85. 

NAMES 

Asa W,tshbn'rn , 
Mrs. Lamb , 
Benjamin Reed, 
Snsanna Gould, 
Ruth Adams, 
Mrs. Radway, 
Hannah Snow, 
Mary Alpin, 
Wilmot Radway, 
Gideon Moore, 
Mrs. Asa VVashburn, 
John'Veir, 
. 1 edediah Sabin, 
Daniel Martin , 
Addington Daniels, 
Daniel Adams, 
Lydia Jones, 
George Metcalf, 
Lydia Fitch, 
Eunice Me.Clellan, 
Alexander Campbell, 
Bridget Keyes, 
John Reed, 
Caleb Harding, 
Jonas Keyes , 
Bethana Clay, 
Samuel Cudworth, 
J ephtha Moore, 
Widow Miles, 
Zenas Hyde, 
Sally Lowell, 
John Noyes, 

YEAR. 

1834, 

" 
1835, 

" 

18[)6 , 

" 
" 

1837 

" 
" 

" 
" 
" 

1838, 

" 
1839, 

" 
" 
" 

" 
1840, 

" 
" 
" 
'" 
" 
" 1841 

" 
" 

AGE. 

77. 
75. 
82. 
104. 
84. 
81. 
81. 
85. 
82. 
77. 
77. 
89. 
77. 
86. 
86. 
82. 
91. 
79. 
85. 
89. 
90. 
77. 
83. 
76. 
80. 
98. 
70. 
77. 
83. 
82. 
71. 
78. 

Timothy Reed, 
Ruth Pierce, 
Hallnah Joy, 
Hllidah Reed. 

Elenor Perry. 
Polly Hought011, 
Sarah '\ThitLe)' . 
.Jaue Hyde, 
Mrs. Josi"h White, 
Ebenezer Ash, 
Mrs. Blandon, 
'Vidow Lord, 
Elisabeth Aiken, 
lVlr. Turner, 
Bethi;th Martin, 
Will,u'd Tenney, 
Widow Moore, 
Elijah Houghton, 
Thomas Campbell, 
• J usiah 'Vhite, 

Susanna Foster, 

Roswell Parker, 

John Smith, 

John Snow, 

Ezekiel Pierce, 

Rufus Pierce, 

Willard Taft, 

Isaac Palmer, 

Dyer Joy, 

Sally Allen, 

Betsey Atwood , 

Benjamin Reynolds, 

Widow Palmer 

Mary Edwards, 

Delira Freeman, 

Freelove Burr, 

Phineas White, 

Widow Goodridge, 

Elizabeth Barton, 

Anna vYilcox, 

Thankful Pierce, 

Timothy Rice, 

P eter H<)bert, 

Sarah Hodgkin, 

Elizabeth R eed, 

Charles Cudworth, 


" 

1843 

" 

" 
" 
" 
" 

" 
1844 

" 
" 
" 

" 
1845, 

., 

" 

" 

" 
1846 

" 
" 

1847, 

" 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

82. 

79. 
76 . 
79. 
77. 
78. 
7i. 
78. 
84. 
78. 
93. 
86. 
72. 
8:2. 
80. 
86. 
83 . 
89. 
83. 
85. 
79 . 
91. 
76. 
79 . 
94. 
79. 
76. 
73. 

84. 
80. 
80. 
8I. 
.76. 
76. 

89. 
1848, 6I. 
1849,78. 

78.
" 

1850,70. 
81. 
86. 
88.

" 
1851,86. 

:: 
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Annis Crawford, 
Samuel Lord, 
Susan iU'Oore, 
A bijall Moore, 
Betsey Houghtoll, 
Ashbel .J ohnsoll, 
Susan HoberL, 
.T osiah Hlltchins, 
Rebecca Reed, 
Abigail Keyes, 
Ruth Sabin WJlite, 
Sally Houghton, 
Thomas Honghtoll. 
~1:rs. Parker, 
::VII's. Robertson, 
Elizabeth ' Burdett, 
Newell ]\'[001'<), 

Mrs. Joslyn, 

•Teduthiau Baldwin , 

Theophilus Crawford, 

.Joshua Fuller, 

Sarah Davis, 

Esther Allen, 

Cromwell Joy 

Amasa Washburn, 

Frank Lovell, 

Esther White, 

Alanson Davis, 

Thomas Aplin, 

Samuel Clark, 


Asa Keyes, 
Eunice Campbell, 
Volentine Kerr, 
Amos Jones, 
Oliv(O)r BloGd, 
Eunice Reynolds, 
Katherine Bacon, 
Bethiah Mason, 
Anna Foster, 
Susanna Fuller, 
Susan Reynolds, 
Tryphosa Whitney, 
Nancy Pierce, 
Russell PelTY, 

84.
" 84.
" 78. 

1852,94. 
76.

" 
" 

70. 

" 
81. 

" 
74. 

1853.86. 
95. 
81

" 72.
" 1854, 75. 

84.
" 88.
" 

1855,84. 
88.

" 80.
" Mrs. Zeruiah 'Washburn, 1856,90. 

" 
90 . 

" 
92. 

" 
70. 

" 
97. 

1857, 75. 
78.

" 89.
" 1858, 74. 

82.
" 1859, 71. 

" 

" 
Charles Stewart Houghton, " 

" 
" 
" 
" 

79. 
88. 
70. 
94. 
81. 
71. 
87. 

1860,90. 
96.

" 1861, 83. 

" 
87. 

" 
96. 

" 
94. 

" 
85. 

1862 72. 

" 
81. 

" 
70. 

Harriet Morse, 80'.
" J "rusha Taft. 1863 85. 

Benjamin Allen, n 88. 
}Ielinda B. Whitn~y. 74.

" Norman S. ·Whitney., 71.
" Louis Wood, 74.
" 

Abner Bacon. 1864 95. 
J :ane Blood, 88 . 

" Mrs. Mundell, 75.
" Trefosa Roberts, . 1865 81. 

James Black, 1866 79. 

Daniel Joy, 73.
" Mrs. A. Hosford, 70.
" 

John Campbell,M. D. 73.
" Epa Cone, 72.
" Joseph Fish, 72.
" Mary Underwood. 72.
" Sally Joy. 1867 73. 

Mary Puffer, 78.
" 

Hannah Keyes, 1868 90. 
Thomas 'Vhite, 76.

" 
Luther Alvord, 78.

" 
'William Bennett, 74.

" Mrs. Lnke Baker; 85.
" Joseph Metcalf, 1869 94. 

William M. Clough, 81.
" 

Samuel vVlleat, 81.
" 

William Houghton, 75.
" Charlotte Jones, 89.
" Jemima Sabin, 91.
" Polly Moore, 82.
" Mrs. Lovell, 79.
" J abez Miller, 83.
" Rufus Fitts, 1870, 84. 

Newell Osgood, 70.
" Louisa Shaw, 73.
" Electa Johnson, 78.
" Loudon Holton, 81.
" Lydia Wilson, 1871, 73. 

Mary Black, 80.
" David Crawford, 81.
" 

Jane Procter, 82.
" William W. Howard, 76.
" Herbert Deming, 75.
" Isaac Palmer, 82." 

Hannah B. Houghton, 80.
" 
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Mary S. Ryan, 1872, 79. George Lane, 74,
" 

Rodney Laughton, 81. Franklin Houghton, ., 75 . 
" 

Mary R. Alpin, 94. Josiah Burdett, l' 78.
" Mrs. Artemas Knigh t, 81. Abner 'iValton, " 78. 

Nancy Joslyn. 75. Eunice Campbell Cone, " 79.
" 

Joel Willard, ., 74 . Caroline .}<lslyn, 1879 , 82. 
David B. Johnson, ., 75. Lucy B. Harding, 80 , 
Lydia 'iVheat Miller, 1873, 78. Bcnjamin Joslyn, 84.

" 
Zenas Smith, 76. Alexander Edwards, 74.

" " Betsey Cummings, 84 . Eliza K. Underwood, 74.
" " Wealthy Smead Clough, 83. John R. Harding, '81. 
" " Daniel Wa lker, 89. Saloma Sabin, 92,

"" Martha Taft, 74. Mary M. Adams, 71." " Jerusha Hitchcock , 71. Sarah .Jane Bruce, 1880, 81." 
Israel Keyes, 89. Experience Davis, 92.

"" Polly Houghton. 81. Daniel Campbell, 77.
" " Alfred White, 1874' 86. Isaac Leach, 79. 

Betsey Boyden, 71. Charles Campbell, 70.
"" David Foster, 77. John Baldw:n, 1881, 82.

" Mr. Kerr, 79. Ira Cummings, 84.
" " Joseph Fuller, 1875, 79. Mary B. Adams. 82.

" A sa Houghton., ilO. Russell Lamb, 86.
" " Mrs. Procter, 84. Lovisa Darby, 1il82, 82.
" A aron M. Winslow, 77. i Warren Parker, 60.
" " Mrs. Alfred White, 84. Sarah Booth, 74.
" " Lucinda Towers, 77. Reuben G. Page, 75.
" Reuben Smead, 77. Horace Reynolds , ., 79." Bersheba Wheelel', 74. Charles Blood, ,' 80." Isaac Procter, " 94. Mrs . Newton, 72.

" Mary Cummings Smith, " 86. Electa Laughton, " 89. 
Mary Martin, 1876, 74. Harriet Amelia Foster,,, 80. 
J.l.11's. Thompson, " 73. Eliza Knight, " 80. 
Cloe Kidder, " 80. Martha C. Washburn, 1883 84. 
Elenor Blanchard, 76. Patty Church, 82." " David Allen M. D., 79. Polly Smith, 80." " Jacob Keyes, 70. N elson Crouch, 76." " Mark Pierce, 82. Sophia C. Haven, 09." " Melinda Stoddard, 1877, 82. Mary Hull Ha"d, 7t).

" Artemas Knight, 91. 

Rebecca B. Smith, " 74. EAR-MARKS 


" Fanny Sabin, 85. Many of the customs of the fathers
" Sophronia Allen, 71. are doubtless looked upon by those in 
" Aaron HitchcocK, 86. modern times as curiosities; but to them
" Rebecca Aplin, 91. they had their importance. One of
" Thursa W. Deming, 1878 78. these customs is that of marking their 

Allen Newell, 85. sheep. Each one had his peculiar mark,." 
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which was a matter of record 10 th e 
town books; so that if one of' his s hecp 
:strayed away the owner could easily 
.disting uish his owu' among mailY oth
-ers. H ere is a specimen.' 

" John Talber t' ,.; Ear lllark is a sqllar 
<CH,P ,off the left Ear -lUld Hole through 
Right." 

"Samuel Wheet's Ear mark, is a 
Squar croop d' tIl(' Right Ear. And Two 
SwollowsTales in theEnd of the I:!allle.',' 

" J oseph Cushing'.s E a r mark is a 
-S kew croop the upel' Side.of the Hight 
Ear." 

"Daniel Martin 's Ear mark i.s a 
s quar Crop of the Right Ear and Slit 
in the End of the San1(> ." 

".John Perry's Ea,' mad{ is a Squair 
Croop off each Ear." 

"Lucas 'Vilson's Ear Mark is a 
Sqaul'e Ci'OP off the Right Ear, and 
Two Swollows tales in said Crop and a 
Slit in the to,p of the Left:' 

SUICIDE , 

Several instances of' suicide have 0(;

cun·ed. John Henry, July, 7,1818, in 
.a fi t of insanity drew out his t.(mgue with 
.a pa ir uf pinchei',s a nd cu.t it off with a 
.razor, But finding the process of dying 
too slow in. thi s way, with a stick, he 
twisted his Cl'avat a round Jlis n eck a.!J"d 
thus effected his 0 bj ect. 

Dauiel Davis, Mal'. 2l, 1834 , ascend
~d the great beams in his -barn aad with 
.a hammar fracturcd hi.sskulL H e fell 
to the floor fa tally injured. H e survived 
.f1 few days, expressing ,regret for hi.s 
rash act. 

Lucia Roberts, N ov , 13, 1-83-6, took 
a large dose of opium, 'of which she' 
died. 

Mrs, Pers is Knight, Dec. 3, 183kl, cut 
her throat with a razor . For some 
month~ , sh~ had exhibited signs of men
tal derangement. 

Mr, Warren B. Richardson and V{j,l
e ntine 'A. K err both hung themselves; 

30 

Mr. R . April 27 , 1859, and lVIr . K. 
May '27, 1859 . 

FIRST THINGS. 

FlRSTllOHN, 

The first child born i.n town was 
Aaron, SOIl of Philip Alexan der, wbo 
lived on the Meadow. His bil,th was 
befo re th e building of the F.ort. Tra
dition says Col. Willard gitv.', him 100 
acres of land in commeratiou of th~ 
event. S everal other children weI'," bol'JJ. 

in the ForL 

The fiJ'st child bom GfI' the Gretd, 
M eadow was Lucy, daughter of Lieut. 
Joshua Hyd e; and th e fil'St born on the 
.su:eet was N a than, son ·of Joshua Pru" 
hr, Oct. 30,1765. 

FIRST DEATHS. 

The fl.st natural deaths kllown to 

have occurl'ed wer e those bf a Mr. Howe 
and a Mr. Wheeler, on the Meadow, 
.and they were buried in Westmoreland, 
N. H . 

The first deatJ! 011 the Street was that 
.of .Je...l"Uima, da nghter of .Joshua Parker , 
Sept. 13 , 1.777. 

Fl.RST FltAMED HOUSES . 

In 1768 , HOIl , Noah Sabi.n, Jr., built 
the first fr amed house , towards the up
per part of the Street. The same year 
!lit', Amos iIaile built OIl e a little north 
west, near where the H-on . Theophilus 
Crawford afterwards lived . Not long 
after Mr. Moses Johnson built the first. 
two-story-house in town. The house 
still remains, though not witbout baving 
undergone alterations and repairs . Af
ter having stood a century the frame 
may be found" as good as new ." 

THE FIRST GRIST MII.L 

was built in the Eas t part by Dea. 
Minott in 1765. The second wa,s built 

by.Tonathan Houghton a little below the 
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village on Sackett's trook; and very 
near it was co the first saw-mill. built 
in 1796. 

.. THE FIRm' CLOTHING WORKS 

were established by Capt. Roswell Par
ker in 17&5, in the East part. 

THE FIRST STORE, 

opened. was by Peter Wilson ill 1770<. 
It stood a little west of the house of 

-Dea. S. ,\V. Houghton. Here, also, 
was the firBt tavern. 

The &ccOI1'd sto-re WaS kept by Charles 
Chandler. It stood a few rods north o-f 
where James Crawford now Ii,Yes, and 
was opened in J783. 

The paper-mill was originaliy built 
by Stimp~on , Grcer., and Fairbanks. in 
the year 1822. 

ECCLESIASTICAL. 

8"N.QREGA'rWNAJ. CHURCH. 

tor. Still they were withont a hou-e of 
worship. A meeting was at length: 
called witl1 a view to securing such an' 
object. This meeting was held Jan. 13 y 

1773·. It was voted that the hOllse to
be built ~hould be" forty feet long, and: 
thirty-five feet wide, and {(xty feet post.. 
It was also voted: 

" That the spot of ground for the said: 
building to be ereded and set on. be up
on the north]y side of th e road leading' 
westward towards Townshend , and illl 
the most convenient spot within twenty' 
five rods of the main i'oad (or Brook
road s~ called), leading through said 
Town of Putney." 

A committee to ::<uperitltend the bus ines~' 

was dlOsen a.nd the hDuse erecled ar
cording to the votes here recorded. 

The way was now open to t.ake meas
IIres for securing a pastor . Two or 
three ineffectual attempts having beerr 

fmade, the Rev. Josiah Goodhue was 

Rehgious services were held in the Iel~1Tltlyed to preach in the summer of 

Fort on the Great Meadow for two or 
three years durinIY the French war con-In' 
ducted by Rev. Andrew Gardner, who 

had previously been chaplain at Fort, 
Dummer. 

The first settlers on the Street were 
those who loved the institutions of reli
gion; and though few ill number, Lhey 
did not neglect to assemble together for 
divine worship. For a considerable time 
meetings were held in priva te houses or 
barns. as circnmstancesmight be, gen
erally (~onducted by ~oah Sabin and 
Joshua Parker, the latter of whom was 
afterwards a deacon of the church. 

The first sermon preached on the 
Street was by Rev. Mr. Goddard of 
Westmorelalld, N. H., in the house of 
Mr. Moses Johnson, now owned by Mr. 
Geo. Hooper. Others were employed 
to preach for a longer or shorter time, 
till they were enabled to procure a pas.. 

1 1 16. 

The first action taken ill reference to. 
the settlement of Mr. Goodhue was as· 

follow~': 
"PutneyJuly15,J776. Atameet

ing of the inhabitants of this town legal
ly uotified and warnell agreeabre to cov
enant, first, Voted that L eft . Joshua 
Hyde, be the moderator of this present 
meeting; 21y voted to give Mr. Goodhue 
a call to settle with us in the work of the 
gospel mini:>try; 31y VOLed to give Mr. 
Goodhue fifty pounds settlement Lawful 
money of the Bay province; 41y voted 
to give Mr. Goodhue fifty pounds sala
ry for the first year, and rise five pounds 
a year till it gets to sixty pounds and thm 
stop. 51y voted that Mr Lucas Wilson 
and Mr Jonathan Houghton aud Capt. 
John Kerthan, and Left. Joshua Hyde 
and Joshua Parker and Mr Grindal Rey
nolds and Mr Michal Law, be a Com
mittee to wait npon Mr. Goodhue and 
make known the proposals to him. 
And then said meeting was dissolved. ,

1\lATTHEW CUSHING,CLERK." 
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THE RESPONSE OF MIL GOODHUE. 

To the call extended to 1\11'. G00dhue 
:in pursuance of the above action , he re
turned an affirmative answer. As yet 
J>O church had been orgau1zed, and a 
-cOUJ1i' il was ealled [.)1' the two fold pur
pose of organizing a church aRJ. inst.al
'ling tile pastor. The counci l commenced 
-Oct. 16, 1776, on which day Lhe Con
gatioual chur ch was organized , co nsist
ing offour male members, viz; Rev. Jo

;siah Goodh ue, Joshua Pari,er, John 
'Wilson and J oshua Hyde. On the next. 
day, Thursday, Oct . 17, 1776, 

REV . . JOSIAH GOODHUE 

was installed first pastor of the church. 
Rev. Mr. R eeve of Brattleb.)J'o began 
the public and solemn ex~rcises of the 
.day with prayer. Rev. Mr. Farrar of, 
New Ipswich preached the sermon from 
I, Tim. III, 1 : "If a man desire the of
ifice of a Bishop, he desireth a good 
work:' Rev. Mr. Emerson of Hollis 
made the prayer bef; ~re, and gave the. 
.charge. R ev. Mr. Bullen ofvVestmin
",tel' gave the right hand of fell;wship, 
<and Rev. Mr. ·Webst.er of Temple made 

t.he prayer after the charge, and thc 
whole was con.iucted and attended with 
great solemnity ana decency. 

M l' . Goodhue remained pastor till his 
d.eath . Nov. 14, 1797. During his 
ministry 56 were added to the church. 

After the death of Mr. Goodhue for 
more than two y-ears, the chnrch was 
destitute of a pastor; when a call for 
settlement was extended to 

MR. .JAIRUS REMINGTON, 

He was ordained, Feb. 12, 1800 and 
d ismissed, Feb. 15, 1803. Two were 
added to the chuI'ch under his ministry, 

REV . ELISHA D. ANDREWll 

was the third pastor. He was ordained 
June 25, 1817 1 and after a happy and 
useful ministry he was dismissed, May 

27, 182 7 During this pastorate several 
sea;;ons of religious intercst were enjoy
ed ; but in 181 7 a pow erful r evival took 
piace , th-e influence.of which pervaded 
ev.;ry part of the · community, produc
ing a most happy effect UpOll. the morals 
and habit.s ~f the people. A s the direct 
result of this revival, 150 persons were 
ad ded to the church. The whole num
ller added uu to the clmrch during Mr. 
Andrews' ministry was 242 . 

REV. BEN.JAMIN H. PlTnrAN 

was the successor of ~fl". Andrews. He 
was installed .M.a !·ch 3, 1830 , and dis
missed, Nov. 1, 1832 . UodeI' his min
istry 70 persons were recei vcd into the 
church. In December 1832 . It call was 
extended to 

REV. AMOS FOSTER 

of Canaan, N. H. to take the paston,] 
charge of the church and society. H e 
accepted the call , and wall installed, Feb 
13, 1833. This relation continued 
till Sept, 20, 1853. During th's pas
torate four s~a80ns of sp.;cial religious 
awakening were -enjoyed, and 197 mem
LJer~ were admitted to the church. 

REV ..JAMES AIKEN 

was the next pastor. His installation 
., took place, Jan . 11 , 1854. He was dis

missed, Dec. 9, 185 7. 

R EV . HENRY M. GROUT 

was Mr . Aiken's suc<:essor . He was 
ordained, Sept. 1, 1858, and dismissed, 
Feb. 20. 1861. During these two last 
pastorates, 24 members were added to 
the church . 

F or several .year s after Mr. Grout's 

dismissio13, the chur.:h w as without a 
settled pastor; but enjoyed the labors 
(If stated supplies. 

REV. THEODORE M. DWIGHT 

was employed for four years; during 
which time 18 members w ere added to 
the church. On his retiremeti t, by l'e

http:influence.of
http:Webst.er
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qllest 0f the Church a nd Society th~ \' 
REV. MIL POSTER 

resumed his labors as acting pastor on 
the first Sabbath in Febrnary 1866 and 
closed them Dec. Ifi, 1872. During 
this perioo 45 members were aomitted 
to the church here. 

Following Mr. Foster as stated sup· 
pIfes, were Rev. J eh iaT Claflin, Mr. 
.rames M ason and ,John E. Russell. 
licenciates, and Rev. Aast'n Dodge, by 
Ivhich gentlemen, th e pulpit Wal:' sup
plied tiIf Apr. 24, 188T, wherr 

HEV. U ,{COLN HAl~LOW 

c(,mmenced hi's labors as cand Idate for 
Bettlement; and having recei..-~d i1 Ci1TI 
from the ChUTch and Society ) on the 
14th of September h E. was IllstaTIed as 
pastor. Reckor. ir.g th e number sin('e 
Mr. Harlow's settIement. the whole 
number received to its membershir- ih so 
far frS can bl-) ascertained, 752. 

DEACONS. 

The following persons have hel,I the 
office of deacons: 


Samuel Minott, elected, ,Tune 10, 1778 . 

Joshua P arkel' , "19 , 1778 . 
I," 

Grindall Reynolds," Apl'.20,1786. 

l\'i:atthew Cushing, " " " 
I srael Keyes, " Aug.14,1805. 
Willard Taft" " May 9, 1811. 
.]onas Keyes, " " " 
J oshua Leavitt, " Feb. 11 ,1823 
Benjamin Reynolds," " " 
Nathaniel Chamberlain, Oct. 30, 1823. 
David Crawford," Mar.1 3, 1834. 
John Gray, .< January, 1835. 
David Allen,. " Sept. 3, 184(}. 
Simon W. Houghton, Feb. 15, 1851. 

Alvin G. Keyes, " " " 
Franklin L. Pierce, " Aug. 30, 1872. 
Frederick R. Cobb, " 1883. 

[The P astor and deacons of 1884, 
are we understand, the same as in 1883 . J 

TH1C FIRST H OUSE O~' WORSHIP' 

erected in 1773 , eontiuued tfJ be oecupi .. 
ed until 1803; when a new one more 
commodious 'vas built on a gentle emi
nence about midway of tne street. It 
was ,dedicated Now. 29 .1803', was con
tinued to be used lor puulic wOI'sh ip t.iIr 
the spring or 4841. a period of38 years. 
It was t.hen taken (lowlI and a new honse
bullt in a more central part, of the villi1ge_ 
In tIle summe r of 1867, this house was: 
thoroughry repaired and fitted up in a 
style of beanty an d cGnvelli ence whieh 
does credit to the society. Tlle audience 
room is in the upper story. In tlie low
er are t1le vestries; one Targe for social! 
meetings; the other small'er for the 
meetings of the Ladies Society. 

UODE1!N PERFECTIONISM 

ThE. intl'odudiOfJ or Modern Perfection
ism in the yeaI' 1834, under the leader
ship of John H. Noyes, a membt..rof the 
churcIl, exerted a blighting influence up
on the cause of good morals and religion. 

This sect, while they held to th e doc
trine of sinless perfection, at the same 
time embraced sent iments of a most 
Ticentious tendency. They enjoyed ap 
parent prosperity for oj, few years, unti~' 

th eir Leader was arrested' for a high 
111isdemeanor, and was put under heavy 
bonds for his appearance for trial at the 
superior court. H e immediately left 
the state, his bonds were forfeited, ana 
the community broken up . In all meas
ures relative to the offending members, 
the church acted in perfect harmony, 
but th e deleterious influence of th e doc
trines and practices of the sect long re
mained in the community. 

[Noyes went from here to Oneida, N. 
Y., where he established his communi
ty. A book entitled" N oyesism Unveil 
ed" by R ev . H. Eastman , a Methodist 
clergyman and ex·presiding elder, give~ 
a more extellsive account than here.] 
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THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF P[]TNEY h h 

THE BAPTIST CHURCH. I" a living branch of the Living Vine." 
By R8v. HENRY C. BACON. At this period a large proportion of the 

inhabitants of the town resided in the 
: west part of the town; were a cure 

was organized, Nov. 12, 1787, consist- going people, their congTegations were 
ing of about 40 members, and compos- ; large on the Sabbath. The church was 
ed (,f [,el'sons residing in the W~st part I prosperous until about 1840 or 1845 
of the town ,- an industrious , thrifty 'I w hen in consequence of the large emi
people, mostly fa rmers. gl'ation and death of its members the 

III the ., ear 1790, a house of worship· society began to decline and became ex
was erected on the heights near where Itinct about 18130 and their house of wor
Oliver 'Wood now lives , and in 1793 

REV. ASA HIBBARD. 

was ordained past.or, who lahored with 
this church several years. lu 1818, 

REV. ASHEL WOOD 

was settled as pastor. He was a faithful 
and highly useful minister. He labored 
with the church s·ix years, wben he Taid 
down his armor to eutel' into rest. 

A NEW MEETING-HOUSE. 

In 1836, the old meeting-house was 
taken down and the following yeitr a new 
house of worship was erected on a new 
site, far more convenient than the for
mer one. 

THE PASTORS. 

whobe labors this church have enjoyed 
were Revs. Jonathan -Wilson, Lewis 
Allen, Nathaniel Cudworth, ZibbaHow
ard, FelTis Moore, Caleb Smith, and 
Cal vin Baker. 

Many years of ~piritual pro~perity 

were enjoyed by the church and goodly 
numbers were occasionally added to its 
m~mbership until it became one of the 
largest and most prosperOUR of the Bap
tist churches in the Windham County 
Association. 

Rev. Elisha D. Andrews in his ac
count of the interesting revival of 1816, 
states that 30 persons united with this 
church as the fruit of that revival. It 
may be said of this church that it was 

ship was sold, taken down and the ma

terial used for Gther purposes. 

In 1877, what few members of the 
old church were still living, together 
with ,)thers who had moved into the 
town during the interval from 1860 to 
1877, connected themselves with the 
First Baptist Church of Brattleboro and 
in 1879, were organized as a branch
ehurch with 18 members. In Decem
ber 1879, this Branch Church called 

BRO. l(.D. PARSONS 

of Hartford, Ct., to labor with them. 
In October 1880, Brother Parsons was 
ordained and became pastor of the 
Branch Church and is its present pastor. 
Success has crowned the labors of Pas
tor and people, the members have in
creased and Jan. 25, 1883, 

THE BRANCH CHURCH 

wit.hdrew from the Brattleboro church 
and became an 

INDEPENDENT BAPTIST CHURCH. 

Having no house of worship, they 
hold their services in the Town Hall. 

During the 4 years of thi~ Church's 
labors, there has been 54 added to its 
membership, making its present mem
bers, 54 ; and during the past year a site 
has been purchased and the funds solic
ited and arrangements made to build a 
house of worship during the coming 
season. 
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THE METHODIST CHURCH. 

Although some individuals of this 
persuasion previously resided in town. 
yet they w"re not embodied till about 
the year 1826, when a class was form
ed and soon after a church was organ
izeq. The first circuit preacher labored 
in 1869. Considerable additions were 
made to the church and in 1832 a COlU

modious house was erected in the East 
part of the town The society increased 
in numbers and embraced persons living 
in different parts of the town and it was 
at length thought expedient that another 
house be built in the village. Accord
ingly, in about 10 years after the first 
house of worship another was erected 
in 1842, and fI'om that time to the pres
ent, public religions services have been. 
regularly maintained in the latter house 
while the form er has been converted in
to a hall, and appropriated to various 
other purposes. 

The Methodist society here has been 
favored with a succession of faithful and 
devoted preachers, and frequent addi
tions have been made to the church. 

PROMINENT MEMBERS. 

Among those w hose names are held 
in grateful remembrance as having been 
especially active in promoting the inter
ests of the church are }.iason Drown 
and Timothy Underwood. They were 
among the original members and took a 
leading part in whatever promised to ad
vance its welfare. Mr. Drown was 
humble and devoted as a Christian and 
adorned the religion that he professed. 
MI'. Underwood was an efficient worker 
in the cause, not only devoting his time 
and energies to its adva.lceruent, but 
giving liberally for the support of re
ligious institutions. 

For several years after the organiza
tion of the church minieterial labor was 

I . d . . . I IenJoye III conneetlOn Wlt 1 ot ler towns. 
The following are the names of th08e 

who supplied the Methodist Church oj' 
Putney in the manner above stated. 

METHODISTS PREACHEHS AT PCTNl: 'f. 

Revs. Messrs Edward A. Rice, George 
Putnam, E. Marble, H. J. Wooley , E 
B. Morgan, R. Putnam, F. Nutter, H. 
Webster, W. T. LrJcke, J. S. Loye

r 
and, John L. Smith, N. Howe and F. 
Guernsey. From 1846, the church has 
had its regular stated supply, ijz : 

1846-'47, Hubbard Eastman j 

1848, Harvey vVebster j 

1849, Spencer Tileston j 

1850-'51, L. C. DickeLJson j 

1852-,53, J, L. Roberts j 

1854, A. L. Pratt; 
1855, N. Webster j 

1826, J. A. Sherburne j 

1857-'58, H. T. Jones j 

1859-'60, E. J. Moore j 

1861, H. B. Sawyer j 
1862, Zenas Kingsbury j 

1863-'64, A, C. Stevens; 
1865-'66, N. W . Wilder ; 
1867-'68, R. W. Harlow j 

1869, A. M. Wheeler j 

1870-'71. L. Dodd; 
1872-'73, C. S. Buswell j 

1874-'75, J. H. Gaylord j 

1876-'77, P. M. Frost; 1\ 
~ 1878-'79, S. B. Currier j 

1880---,'81, W. H. Hight: 
1882-'83, F. H. Knight j 

... 
THE. UNIVERSALISTS. 

Of this denomination, there has ever 
been a considerable number in town. In 
1833, a Society was formed and they 
had preaching for a few years. For Ii 
long time past until recently they have 
been destitute of preaching of their or
der. Some two years ago they organ
ized a new Society and employed a min
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ister, Rev. E. Smiley. He has re
cei ved a call from another place and will 
soon leave town. 

BIOf}RAPHICAL. 

REV. JOSIAH GOODHUE, 

THE FIRST PASTOR OF PUTNEY. 

He was the third son of Dca. Samuel 
Goodhue, and was bora in Stratham, 
N. H., .July 1729. His mother' s fam
ily name was Bartlett. He fi tted for 
college under the instru(·tion of Rev. 
Daniel Emerson of Hollis, N. H., and 
graduated at Harvard college in 1755, 
being a cl assmatc of President John 
Adams, the elder. He was ordained 
over the Congregational ehl1rch ill Dun~
table, Mass, where he remained about 
16 yeal·s. Being dismissed from Duns
table at his o'vn Jequcst, he came to 
Putney, wh ere he was installed first 
pastor of Putney and the fourth settled 
in the County, Oct. 17, 1776. He re
mained ill this pastorate 20 years j but 
was released from his public official 
duties for a year before his death, on 
account of ill health. 

He married for his first wife, Eliza
beth Fletcher, daughter of Dea. Fletcher 
of Dunstable. Mr. and Mrs. Goodhne 
were the parents of 7 children. One died 
in its infal!cy, 

Josiah .Jr. was for many years a phy
sician, and stood high among the mem
bers of his profession. 

Joseph was also, a physician, and 
for a considerable time held the position 
of a surgeon at Fort Constitution, in 
New Hampshire. 

Elizabeth. the only daughter, mar
ried Dea. Peter Aiken of 'Viudham. 

Ebenezer was a highly respected 
deacon of the church in Westminster 
West. 

Samuel Bartlett graduated at Dart
mouth College. but never entered any 
profession. 

Nathaniel became a lawyer and set
tleo in the State of Ohio. 

Mrs. Goodhue died Oct. 21, 1793. 
He afterwards married th" widow of 
Mr.•Joshua Hyde. She died Feb. 8, 
1806. Both these women were persons 
of higb respectability and moral worth. 
Mr. Goodhue died before his last wife, 
Nov. 14, 1797, aged 68 years. Many 
of his posterity are now living and are 
among the most u,;eful citizens and 
members of th e ehurch of Christ. 

At his fuo eral, a sermon was preaehed' 
by the Rev. William Wells of Brattle
boro, from Job 16, 22, which was pub
lished. As a preacher, Mr. Goodhue
was strictly evangelical and impressive. 
As a pastor, he was devoted to the inter
ests of his people, in his visits among 
them, always making religion some part 
of the topic of conversatiorJ. He was a 
man of an amiable and kind disposition; 
prudent ~nd discreet in his conversation, 
and exemplary in his conduct. Rev. 
Mr. 'Veils in his fU[Jeral sermon bears 
the foll()wing testimony to his worth: 

" I believe you will all agree with me 
in asserti)lg, piety t.o God aod benevo 
lence to men were leading feature.; in 
his character. The great object of his 
life was to be useful in his station as a 
minister of Christ, and to exemplify in 
his own conduct those virtues and graces 
which, with the greatest &incerity, he 
recommended to others. His end, like 
that of the godly man, was peace." 

DEA. JOSHUA PARKER. 

was born in Stoneham, ~iass., June 4, 
1720. He married March 7, 1745, 
Jemima Davenport of Charlestown. 
They resided in Boston till 1747 ; thence 
removed to Needham; aftenvards to 
Canterbury, Ct., aud in 1764' they came 
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to Putney. In 1778 he Vias chosen l 
deacon of the Congregational ehureh, 
the duties of which office he discharged 
with pt'omtitude and fidelity. He was 
a man of devoted piety, highly respected 
by those who knew him, and' greatly 
useful as a Christian. Before the set
tlement of the first pastor, he usually 
condu cted the exercises when the peop le 
were assembled for religious purposes. 
In his intereourse with uthers, he made 
religion the tl)eme of' conver~ation, and 
tllis was the source of hi s greatest com
fort in life and in death. He died Feb. 
21; 181 3, aged 92years. He was the 
father of Rix childr<"n, some of whose 
descendants are ornaments in the com
munitie~ in which they live. 

DR. JOS E PH LORD 

'was the SOIl of R ev. Joseph Lord of 
Charlestown, M ass ., and was born in 
the year 1704. He was a graduate at 
H arvard College whr-re his father had 
been educated, in 1724. He entered 
the medical profession and commenced 
practice in Sunderland , Mass. In ~734, 
he removed to Athol with the first set
tlers of tha t town. Here he took a 
leaciing position am(.ng the people; was 
their physieian , religious teacher, mag
istrate, proprietors' clerk, treasu rer, tax 
gatherer and surveyor. A misunder
standing at length arose between him 
and the Proprietors, wh'eh led to an 
unhappy legal controversy , In conse
quence of these difficulties, in 175 H, Dr. 
Lord left Athol a nd came to Putney. 
Here his abilities were appreciated. By 
commissions dated the 16 of July 1766, 
he was appointed second J lIdge of the 
Court of common Pleas and a Justice 
of the Peace for Cumberland, now 
'Windham County. These commission:o
were renewed on two subsequent occas
ions, and he was coutinued in office till 
the Revolution. 

As th e infirmities of age ·:ame UpOIl 
him he desired to be released from pub
lic serviee, that he might, to use his owu 
la[Jguage, " spend the remainder I)f his 
days in cll.lm retirement, and concern 
himself in noth' ng else but doing good 
and preparing for a glorious immortal
ity." The Courts, however, w ere so 
modified as to contin ue him iM the J udge
ship; but to take" as little share of the 
bnrdell of office upon bimself. as shou ld 
be agreeable to him. This was highly 
complimentary to the worthy magistrate. 

He was a man of intelligence, of all 
upright moral and Christill.n (,haracter, 
and was highly respectcd by all who 
knew him . He had six sons and several 
daughters. His last yearR were spent 
with his son Jotham in 'Westmoreland, 
where he died in 1788, aged 84 years. 
Many of his descendants survive an d 
fill respectable positions ill society. 

CAPT. BENJAMIN PA GE, 

A grandson of the preceding, was born 
in Putney in 1769. His advantages for 
an early education were not superior. 
But by observation and self. culture he 
became imelligent an d especially was 
he highly ski lled ill the science of a reh
iteeture.. In this department of business, 
he was uncommonly enterprising aLd 
useful. His las& labor was the building 
of the first Presbyterian meeting honse 
in New Orleans. He drew his plan, 
prepared the materials, took them by 
sh ip to that city aud completed the build
ing to the satisfaction of his employers. '
Before he left th e city, he took the yel
low fever and died on his passage home, 
Aug. 11, 1819, aged 50 years. 

It is an interesting fact, that the house 
built by Capt. Lord was the same in 
which t.he lameri ted t:lylvester Larned 
officill.ted as the first pastor of the first 
Presbyterian church in New Orleans. 
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He was a graduate of Middleb ury Col
~ege in ~813, and died in N ew Orleans 
>of yellow fever, on his birth day, Aug. 

31, 1820. aged 24, about one year after 
Capt. Lord. 

HON. NOAH SABIN, 

Many were the threats used to intim
idate him during this transaction. His 
imprisvnment, however. lasted but a 
dav. In the evening, the door of his 
eel! was opened, and I, e was allowed to 

: return home, On his death bed, Moore, 
'I' who had been the principal actor on thi" 
, occasion, sent for J udgc Sabin, confess

;t<'rrOM HALL'S HrSTOIlY OF EASTERN YFR)IONT, I ed with tears the abuses of wllich he 
" He ",as born at Rehoboth, Mass., Ihad been guilty, and besought. forgive

Nov. 10, 1714. and was the only son of' ness. On being assured that his request 
Noah Sabin of that place. Being l'elig- was granted,-" Now," said he, ., I 
iousl), disposed in early life, he was de- can die in peace." Fearing that Judg~ 
signed by his father for the ministry. Sabin might be in communication with 
But to this profession he was no t in- the enemy, he was confined to his farm 
dined. In the year 1768, at the age of by an order of the eommittee of safety, 
fifty-four, he I'emoved to Putney. and 
a t ,he first election of town officers, May 
8, 1770, wa~ chosen town clerk. On 
the 14 of April, 1772, he was appointed 
Judge of the Inferior COllrt of common 
Pleas of Cumberland County, and J us
tice cf the P eace , Prev ious to I he~afi'ray 
at 'Vestminster on the 13 of March, 
1775, ,Judge Sabin opposed in every 
practicable mannel' the a ttempts of the 
people to intel'fere with the management 
of the courts. His extreme conscien
tiousness led him to adopt this co urse, 
for he knew that he had received a com
mission from the Crown, and felt that 
his oath bound him, a t the least, not to 
offer l'esistance to the mother country. 
After being taken prisoner on this occas
ion, he was confined in the Cour:-house 
at Vvestminstez' for a tew days, was then 
(~arried to N ol'thampton. afterwards to 
New York city, where he waS impris
oned. Being subsequently tried and 
honorably acquitted, he was supplier! by 
G OI'ernor Tryon with clothing and am
ple means to retul'll home, He was 
absent more t.han a year, 

Regarded as a Tory in principle and 
as a secret favorer of the court of Great 
Britain, he was for a time subjected 0 · S f re-many annoyances. ,oon a tel' 11ls 
turn, V{illium ]\100re Daniel Jewett 

"tt f'and Moses J 0 Ilnson, comml ee men a 
Putney, accompanied by a party of th eir 
friends, armed with swords, went to his 
house, ordered him to mount his horse 
a,nd follow the:n , ObeyinIY th eir com

passed in the yeal' 1776, and perm;ssio\1 
was given to anyone to shoot him, 
whenever he 5honld be found beyond its 
limits. So bitter was the hatred tow ards 
him at this time, that one of his neigh
bors, a man zealous for the liberty of 
the colouies, and for the destruction of 
their foes, watehed for him with a loaded 
rifle as he afterwards acknowledged, in 
the woods adj oining the Judge' s house, 
prepared to shoot the despised Loyalist , 
should he venture beyond the prescribed 
lines, 

Even the members of the church in 
Putney shared in these prejudices. Not 
being an original member, he was re
fused the privilege of oCC<'Uliol1al com
munion with them. This fa.ct appears 
by the annexed extract from the church 
record ;' 

" Putney, Dec. 7, 1778. 
The church met and took undel' con

sideration the request of Noah Sabin, 
Esq" of occasional communion with 
his church, and came to th e following 
Yote, That it was best . all things consid
ered, not to receive him at present. 

J. GOODWIN, Moderator. 
H f d h 29' f' e was a terwar s on t e . tn 0

A ,'I 1781 d ' d b f II 
pll,. ,a mltte y vote to u 

COm1ll1l11l0n, and was known as a " most , . " 
stable, ~seful, and consIstent member. 

In 1181 ?e was elected Judgeof .Pro
bate for 'V'l~dh~m County, but on the 
12th of Aprrl ; III the .same year, ,:,'as 

mands, he was couducted to westmin-I suspended f~om office lD order to s~tlsfy 
ster where he was placed in jail. tl~ e complamts of many who .beheved 

, hIm to be dangerous as a Loyahst. He 
3 1 
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was reinstated on the 25 of October fol
lowing, and it is believed continued in 
office until the year 1801. Judge Sabin 
was a man of uncommon powers of 
mind. H e was cool and considerate in 
his purposes, sound a nd discriminating 
in his judgment. Hi~ counsels were 
often sough t, and were generally safely 
follow ed. 

For the periorl in which he lived, his 
education was superior. ft is asserted 
with confidence that when the charter 
for Putney was obtained, he was the 
only person in the town possessed of 
sufficient skill to decipher the peculiar 
chirography in which the instrument 
was wri tten . In his religious cha racter, 
he was uprig ht, sincere, and consr.ien
tiously true to his professions. It might 
be s:t id of him that he wa~ active as a 
chri~t i H n, for when the people were des
titute of a minister, the dllty of' conduct
ing the exercises of their religious as~e lll
blies often devolved on him . Althollgh 
at first strongly attaelled to the Crown, 
and for some time after the commence
men t of the Revolution, .mrlecided as to 
the co urse he should take iu the struggle 
between the colonies and the mother 
aountry, his sympathies were subse· 
quently enlisted on the side of the former , 
and no truer pa triot was to be found 
tha n he. Upon retiring from officc and 
active life, the remainder of his days 
" as ma rked by acts of piety towards 
God and heneficence to ma nkinii. He 
died ,In the 10th of March , 1811, at the 
advanced age of ninety-six years. "· 

In illustration of the character of 
Judge Sabin, it may be added, while 
some sportsmen wel'e hun ting on 'Vest 
Hill, one of them attempted to imitate 
the Indiau war-whoop. The people in 
Brookline were alarmed by the appre
hension that the Indians were about to 
fall upon them. The consternation 
spread into Athens and other towns. 
Large numbers, men, women and chil
dren Instantly left their homes and made 
a hasty flight to e~cape the ferocity of 

*MS. L ette r from Rev. A. Foster of Putney, 
Apr. 5, 1852. Doc. Rist. N. Y. IV. 10'22. 

the savage foe. Pass ing. by the hQuse· 
of Judge Sabin in Putney, they found 
him quietly engaged in his accustomed 
occupatiuns. They related to him the 
caUE'e of th eir alarm; but he remained 
unmoved. They at once supposed him 
to be in alli,mct" with the enemy, aud 
the bitterest maledictions were heaped 
up<.n him. They pursued their flight as. 
far as Westmoreland, and ou the follow
ing day when their fears were dissipated, 
they attempted to r eturn. Bul a severe 
suow storm, (it being about the 1st of 
Nov. 1780,) blocked the roads and 
greatly imperled tlwir progress. Arriv
ing at the honse of Judge Sabin cold, 
weary and hungry , they were invited t() 
enter his 110spitable dwelliug. H ere 
they were furni s lled with food and cloth
ing aud eve ry l:o mt'ort the house afford
cd; in short, were treated in the kindest 
possible mallne l· . Their prejlldices were 
all removed, amI the mall who , the day 
before, had been so bitte rly cursed, now 
received their most hearty thanks. 

HON. NOAH :::iABIN .JR. 
son of Noah Sabin, was borr. a t Reho
bo th, Mass. , April ;20, 1750, and re
moved with his fath er to Putney, w hell 
he was about eig hteen years olel. He 
held the office <.f R egister of Probate of 
Wiudham County, fi'om 1791 to 1801. 
and from the latter year until 1808, was
was Judge of Probate, ill which station 
he succeeded his fa ther. He was early 
elected a Justice of the P eace, 'Und filled 
the office for nearly half a century. He 
represented the town of Putney in the 
General A ssembly during the yearF. 
1782,83, and 87 . His d6ath occurred 
at Pntney, Dec. 5, 1827, in tte 78th 
year of his age. In an obituary notice 
written soon after his decease, it is 
said : 

I ." J udge Sabi~ was a man of sound 
mlJld, of a plaCid temper, and mani
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fested upon all occasions that urbanity 
of deportment which commanded the 
love and respect of his acquaintance. 
He was an early settler of the town, 
and ever took an active interest in its 
civil and religious concerns. He was 
more than forty-seven years a magis
trate, and ~ustained for ut<:l.ny years the 
office of Judge of Probate and other 
office with houor to l.ilRself and useful
ness to the public. He discharged the 
duties of office with such firmness and 
fidelity as to escape with a mueh less 
share of censure than is common in like 
cases. 

As a christian, he appeared humble 
:and unostentatious, steady and uniform 
in his principles and practices. He 
.seemed always to love religion, and to 
,be governed by a sacre] regard for its 
doctrines aDd duties. It appeared to be 
,his stay ill the closing scenes of life. He 
was resigned to the will of God, and 
.ready to depart at his bidding. He was 
willing to be ahsent from the body, and 
to go and be present with the Lord."* 

CAPT. DANIEL JEWETT. 

was born in Mar-chester, l'>1:ass., Mar. 
7, 1744. At the age of 20, he married 
Zilpah Hibbard and settled i):} Canter
bury, Ct. He soon removed to Putney, 
and' is said to have beeen the first black
smith in town, commencing business in 
1773. Residing 2 or 3 miles north
west from the street, he was connected 
with the Baptist congregation on West 
Hill, and for many years a leading mem
ber of that church. He was a man of 
firm religious principle, of unbending 
integrity, and of an irreproachable moral 
character. In all town matters and in 
every thing which concerned the public 
welfare, he exerted a great influence, as 
is evident from the fact that he repre
sented the town in the State Legii3lature 
13 yean. He died March 28, 18~9, 

aged 85. He was the father of Drs. 
*FTom Hall's History of Eastern Vel·moHt. 

Lut.her and Calvin Jewett of St. Johns
bury, both distinguished physi.cians, anci 
the former for some years pastor of the 
Congregational church in Newbury; and 
the grand father of Rev. Milo P. Jewett, 
L. L. D., President of the Vassar Fe
male College at Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

REV. ELISHA D. ANDREWS 

was born in S<mthington. Ct., in 1783. 
In the year 1803, he graduated at Yale 
College, and afterwards read theology 
with the Rev. Joseph Lathrop of West 
~pringfield, Mass. The first Sabbath 
he preached in Putney was Nov. 2. 
1806. h April following, he received 
a call to settle in the ministry, and was 
ordained the third pastor of the Congre
gational church and Society June 25, 
1807. Rev. Dr. Lathrop, his theolog
ical teacher, preached the sermou, on 
the occasion . 

And now commenced a scene of 
peace, harmony, and reHgious prosper
ity, which it is a pleasure to recall. In 
the early part of his ministry, there 
were two or three season~ of more than 
IIsual religious interest, and a goodly 
number were added to the church. But 
not till the year 1816, was there a gen
eral revival of religion. To use his own 
language: 

" During this seasou there was a deep 
impression of the importance of religion 
and of the worth of the soul j a deep 
conviction of sin and an anxious inquiry 
after the way of salvation. With the 
youth generally arid to a considerable 
extent with others, the salvation of the 
soul was the' one thing needfuJ.' The 
vanities of life were laid aside and reli
gion was the great concern. The house 
of worship was thronged and the Sab
bath religiously observed. Other places 
of worship were gladly attended. Mul
titudes came and confessed Christ be
fore men. In about a year 150 were 
added to the church. Eighty were ad
ded in one day." 

http:ut<:l.ny
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Mr. Andrews' pastorate continued tiil . in the medical profc.-.s ion. He acquired 
May 27, )829, a period ot twenty-two I an extensive practice, was a physician 
years. The dismi.ssing Council left the I of superior jlldgment in the treatment 

was a man of intelligence , energy and Ito 1820, was chief Judge of the County 

·mo."·1 wOl,th d t I '1' C.mrt. 
~~ce in his profession aud in civil life. , ?,u IS:??, he vms elected a Repref-"nt
I he confldence reposed in him by his 

.... , an exer ,ec a WIC e IDfltl~ 

atl' e to Congress and served one term. 
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oolIowing testimony: 

" From long acqu,titrtalJce and chris
tian intercourse with Mr. Andrews, the 
rouncil are constrained to express their 
regret and sorrow at this sep~t ration, 
;tod their approbation of the spirit man
ifested lby the people towards their late 
pastor, particularly in their generous 
subscl'iptions paid in defraying the ex 
penses of his removal." 

H e went first to Bloomfield, N. Y., 
and then to Michigan, where 1. ~ died 
in 1852, 

He married Miss Betsey Lathrup o f 
W es t Springfield, Ma"s., grand-daugh
tel' of R ev. Dr. Lathrup. 

THE DR. CAMPBRLV~ 
, 

OF PUTNEY 

DR, JOHN CA MPBEL:" 1&<. 

was born in Oxford !)'lass., in 1754. 
In early life b~ came to Putney and com
menced the practice of medicine. H e 

of diseases, ano was· oft.en called to a 
distance in consultation npon difficult 
C[tses. He <lied .TIme 4, 1866, aged 73 
years. 

HO~. PHINEAS WHITE 

BY .JOHN KJM BALL, ESQ. 

He \n,t tLL 50h of Dea. Enoch '\Vhitc, 
ar;c. WaS hort! in South Hadley, Mass. • 
Vct. 30. 1770. He graduated at Dart
muuth college in 1797, and studied law 
with th" HOll. Cbarlei! Mars h of W ood
stock, V t., a nO. Judge Samllel Porter 0 f 
Dummerston, Vt. In 1800, he com
menced the practice of his profession in 
Putney: where he resided through life. 
He wa5 called to many positions of 
honor and responsibility. He was Post
master of Putney from 1802 to 1809; 
was for several years Stale's Attoruey 
for the County of \Vir.dhatll1, was Jndge 
of the Probate Court, and from 1818 

fellow· citizens is indicated by the fact i III 1~36, he was a mem\,er of the Con
that he~was chosen to represent the town Iven.tlOn for revi~iog the COt:stitntion of 
from 11~0 to 1796 inclusive. He died 


.Jan. 15, 1820, aged 66 years. His 

p~tstor gave the following testimolJY C')[J


cerning him: "He had been for 37 

years a useful physician in the place." 


DR. ALEXANDF..R CAMPBELL. 


Brothel' of the preceeding, was boJ'D in 

Oxford, Mass., in 1760, and was for 

many years a successful practitioner in 

medicine. He died, Dec. 15, 1839, re 

70 years. 

DR. JOHN CAMPBELL, 2D. 

was a son of the above. H e was a na
tive of Putney and here spent his life 

Velmont, and trom 1838 to ]840, was 
a SeBatOt· in the State Legislatllre ; hav
ing previously been several times a Rep
resentati ve from the town of Putney. 
He belonged to the Masonic Order and 
was Grand Master of the Grand Lodge 
of Vermont. 

~~ 

After his election to Congress, he 
almost wholly abandoned his law busi
ness, engaging extensively, and with 
good sncceSR, in farming. The colleges 
of the State, and .various benevolent 
institutions shared largely in his coun
sels and libera lity. He was one of the 
trustees of Middle},ury College, and was 
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for seveml years President of the Ver
mont Bible Society, and of the Vermout 
Colonization Society. H e was also, an 
active member of the Congregational 
church in Pulney, with which he and 
hi", wife united in 1815. H e died July 
6, 1847, aged 76. 

He married, July 5, 1801, Esther 
Stevens of Plainfield, Ct., daughter of 
N~temiah Stevens and H epzibah Kel
lum. She was born Jan. 1777, and 
died tlep. 25, 1858, ag.::d 81. 

THE CRAWFORDS OF PUTNEY. 

HON. THEOPHILUS CRAWFORD. 

was born in Union, Ct., Apr. 25,1764. 
He removed to Putney in 1799, having 
been for a number of years an inhabi
tant of 'Westminster. He purchased 
the farm originally owned by "Mr. Amos 
H 'Lile. Though engaged in agl'icultural 
pursuits, he was distinguished for his 
extensive reading, his retentive memory, 
his knowledge of the political history of 
the country, his keen observation of 
men and things, and his correct discrim
ination of eharacter. His life was 
marked by uprigh tness and integrity. 
H e cnjoyed the confidence of his fellow 
citizens to a great degree. From 1816 
to 1819, he was in the Execlitive Coun 

cil; was D,clegate to the Constitutional 
Convention in 1822 ; and was also rep
resentative of the town and justice of' 
the peace. He died Jan. 10, 1856, 
aged 95. 

DEACON DAVID CRAWFORD. 

He was the son of the Hon. Theophilus 
Crawford, ~Lnd was born in Westminster 
West, Aug. 1789. When he was about 
ten years of age his parents removed to 
Putney, and this was ever after the 
place of his residence. From his youth 
he sustained a good moral character. 

He was a regular :-tttendant upon public 
worship and a generous supporter of the 
gospel. His attention was especially 
called to the subject of religion in the 
summer of 1833, and on the first Sab
bath of' November following, he entered 
into covenant with the Cougregational 
church. In March 1834 he was ap
pointed Deacon of the church, the duties 
of which he continued to discharge till 
advancing age rendered it expedient for 
him to retire. 

Deacon Crawford was a man of a 
so und and discriminating mind and of 
correct moral prillciples. He "as not 
hasty in forming his opinions, but when 
his mind was made up, he exhibited. 
great firmness and decision. His read
ing was extensive Glnri his knowledge on 
subjects of general interest was beyond 
what we genera lly find. By his fellow
citizens he was honored with various 
civil offices, the duties of which he dis
charged with credit to himself and to 
the satisfaction of his constituents. 

In his Christian life he maintained a 

consistent walk and conversation before 
the world. H e felt that the vows of 
God were upon him, and it was his 
endeavor so to live as not to dishonor 
the Christian name. He loved the house 
of God and the meeting for prayer, and 
on all occasions he was present unless 
providentially detained. To him the 
truths of tbe gospel were precious, and 
by these his soul was refreshed and his 
hope strengthened. During the last 
months of his life, his thoughts seemed 
to be more conversant with spiritual 
subjects. The prosperity of religion 
was an object of his ardent desires. In 
his last sickness he snffered much j yet 
patience and submission to tbe Divine 
will marked his spirit. His end was 
peace. He died March 1, 1871, aged 
HI years and 6 months. 
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WARREN PARKER He WhS ever ready to lend a helping 
was born in Putney, July 15, 1791. hand to relieve the neady and destitute, 
Hc was SOil of Capt. Roswell Parker, and whatever objects of public weltare 
who was a son of Joshua Parker, one called attention, he was one of the first 
of the first settlers on the street, and one to proffer his influence and means for 
of the original members of the Congre- their promotion. Although not a mem
getional church . A daughter of .Joshua bel' of the church, to sustain the Instit 
Parker and sister of Roswell Parker, utions of religion was a leading ob.iect 
married Mr. John Adams of Cantel'- of his desires and efforts. ~otonlywas '--. 

bury, Ct., and they were the parents of he a liberal supporter of the gospel 
Mr. John Adams, Jr., for many years pecunial'ly, but' during the years of his 
the distinguished Principal of Andover health and bodily activity, his place in 
Academy, Mass. Warren Parker and the . Sanctuary was usually occupied. 
John Adams, ,Jr., were, of course, own But he has left us, and although missed 
cousins. in his family, in the social circle, and in 

Mr. Parker spent about 12 years of the house of prayer, he will long be 

his early manhood in Lyndon and Rock- remembered with ~ffection and high re

ingham doing the business of a clothier.pect by all who knew him. 


He at length returned to Pntney where HON NATHAN SARGE~T. 

he spent the remainder of his days. For 


was a son of Samuel and Mary (WaSh
nearly forty years he· was employed in 

burn) Sargent and was born in Putney,
manufacturing the hQrse-hay-rake, an 

May 5, 1794. [An anonymous sketch 
employment which proved highly profit

of Mr. Sargent sent in since the death 
able. But at length it was his misfor

of Mr. Foster gives the date of his
tuna to lose a large share .)f his property 

birth May 17, 1794. ] His parents had 
in the failure of the First National Bank 

been early residents of Leicester, Mass. 
of Brattleboro. Still he had a compet

but removed to Putney in 1790. Of the
ancy left and he did not suffer for a 

grandfather of Nathan Sargent, it is
want of the necessaries of life. For 

said" he was a stanch patriot , and is
several of his last yearR, he was deprived 

mentioned, in connection with the march
of the use of his limbs, which, with 

of the Leicest ,r troops at the time of
other infirmities rendered his situation 
thc Lexington battle, as having melted very uncomfortable. Yet he was a 
his clock-weights to provide bullets for patient sufferer and was not known to 
the soldiers." complain of the dealings of his Heavenly 

Samuel Sargent,the father of Nathan,Father. He died Jan 14,1882, inhis 
married Mary, the daughter of Seth91st year. 

Descending trom an ancestry of great Washbul'll of Leicester and sister of Asa 

intellectual and moral worth, he inher Washburn, an early inhabitant of Put

ited · traits of character which contrib ney, who sustained through a long life 

uted largely to his usefulne.ss as a worthy repntation as a Christian and a 
member of civil society and seem'ed for a civil magistrate. He died in 1825, 

him the respect and good will of his fel aged 71 and his wife in 1848, aged 89. 

low-citizens. The cause of Temperance, The subject of this notice, therefore was 

Moral Reform, and Human Rights en a cousin of the l at(~ Judge Washburn , 

joyed his approval, and his patronage. many years a citizen of Ludlow, Vt. 

http:usefulne.ss
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An account of the public life of Mr. 
S argen t is given in Johnson's Cyclopre
dia, probably being as correct as any 
that can be given, is here inserted: 

"He received a good education; 
studied law; settled in Cahawba, Ala. 
in 1816, where he b.ecame COllnty and 
Probate Judge; r eSided ~t Buffalo, ~. 
Y., 1826-1830 ; establIshed a Wing 
newspaper a t Philadelphia, 1830; was 
afterw ards \'Vashington correspondent 

sires; but he saved every penny he 
could earn until he had $10 wheLl he 
went to Bratt,leboro, (March 1811,) 
and bought at Fessenden's book-store a 

Latin dictionary, $4,50; a Virgil, $4,50 
and Adams' Latin grammar, $1.00,. 
(total $10,) and with these stw:1i<ld 
Latin occasionally recitina to his pas

' . 0 

tor, Rev . ElIsha D. Andl1e~s. Two 
year~ after, he taught school m Putney, 

of the' United States Gazette,' becom-having in the mean time attended the 
ing widely known under his nom de 
plume of "Oliver Old School;" was 
o, A t h U S Hsergeant at rms ate . . ouse 
of Representa tives 1849-51 ; Register 
of the Treasnry 1851-53; Commis
sioner of Cnstoms 1861-71 ; and was 
for some years A resident of the Wash
ington Reform School. H e was author 

· I 'f! t· H CI (1844) dot a ,11e 0 ,·:ory ay an 0 

Public Men and Events (2 vols. 187:2) 
issued but a f(~ "" days before his death. 

academy at West Brattleboro pa, ing 
. b k' ' t:

hiS own way, y wor mg on a 
0 

arm . 
dnrIng Angust and September. The fol
10wingspring, heenteredJndgePhineas 
White's office as a student at law. Dur
ina the wintp!" of 1813-14 he tauaht 

b . , " ' 0 r b. 
schoolm the East PalIsh o["V\ eStmOle

0 •• 

land, N . H ., and 111 the spnng, went 
bal:k to Judge 'White's office. The foi

It contaillS many in teresting reminis- lowing winter he taught school at Brat
cenccs of the days of J ackson, Clay, 
and Calhoun. H e died in Washington.
D. C. Feb. 2, 1875." 

The few sur, ivors who knew Mr. 
Sargent speak of him in high terms as 
an agreeable and intelligent gentleman; 
and a warm fri end of all good and wor
thy objects; and as one whose endeavor 
was to be faithflll in all his official and 
private du ties, a ni! to be useful to his 
coumry and the world. 

[Hel'e the Ms. of Mr. F oster closes. 
We have received from Rev. Dr. Gr(,ut 
the following additional pap ..r for Mr. 
Sargent, since the death of Mr. Foster. 
We understand it comes from the fami
ly of Mr, t>argent.] 

Before Nathan was fifteen he had 
read Rollins Ancient History and other 
histories. His fondness tor reading, 
created the desire for a good education , 
but his father was blessed with more 
childl'en than means, ot whom two 
only were boys, and N athan had to dp
pend npon himself to carry out his de

tleboro. 
J 1 1816 h t t T N 
une, ,e wen 0 roy,1.. 

Y., and entered the office of Stephen 
Ross as a law student, teaching school 
at the same time. H e was admitted to 
t.he Bar Nov. 1818, and immediately 
went to Alabama, settling at Cahawba. 
then the seat of government of the 
future staLe. 

In Alabama he was very successful 
as a lawyer, and was appointed Judge 
of the Court of Common Pleas and 
.Judge of Probate in 1822, and after
wards elected by both H onses of Legis
lature. But, finding the climate un
healthy for one born on northern soil, 
he returned to N ew Y ork, May 1824. 

In 1830, he removed to Philadelphia, 
Pa.: and became Editor and Proprietoll 
of the Commercial H erald. In the N ew 
Y ear's address of the Public Ledger of 
Jan. 1837, N athan Sargent is thns 
alluded to:* In 1842, he sold the "Her
aId" and became the correspondent of 
the U. S. Gazette and other papers, 
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over the signature ot' "Oliver Old 
School. ' 

Ben Perley Poore, in llis " Reminis
cences of W"ashington" published in 
th" At.lantic Monthly for Sept. 1880, 
says, writing of Oliver Old School: 

"His careflllly written letters O'ave a . . '" contllluous r.arratlve of all important 
events, as they occurred at the N atiunal 
Metropolis, and he was one of those who 
aided in making the Whig party, like 
~he F~deral party which had preceeded 
It, emlllently respectable." 

Who mal<es e'en scoundrels sometimes Sli,. 
theil' prayers: 

Commercia.! Herald is the name lIe belil's. " 

PUTNEY WEST HILL.-'" 

A BRIEF SKETCH OF ITS SETTI-Eil-IENT, 

By DAvID L. MAN~FIELD. 
--...Th~ writer accepted an invitation to 

spend the 4th of July , 1882, with a 

partY' on Putney west hill, and view the 
landscape o'er, as seen fi'om that ele-

He held successively the offices of vated situation. The particular spot 
Sergeant-at-arms of the U. S. HOIJse of visited from which the prospect appeared 
Representatives, Recorder Df the Land : most pleasing, was the height of land 
Office, Register of the TreasUl'y and just north of the Simeon Reed place. 
Commissioner of Customs. The last 

named positiun, he resigned about two 
years before his death. He was also 
the chief agent in establishing the Re
,form School for juvenile delinquents in 
Wr ashington, and at the time of his death 
was President of the Board of Trustees 
of that institution. 

His last literary labor, a book entitled 
"Public Men and Events," was highly 
commended by the press througbout 
the country .. 

His widow survived him two years, 
<iying in 1877. He left but one child, 
a daughter, the widow of the Rev. M. 

The first settlements in that vicinity 
were made soon after 1780, by persons 
from the 80utneastem part of Massa
ch'lsetts. Mr. Reed's fatiler, John 
Reed, came from Dighton, Mass. 

N ear Mr. Reed were located Samuel 
Bennett, Capt. Ezekiel Wilson, with a -
family of ten children, Thomas Turner, 
the Kens, the Johnsons, Mo~es Joy, 
and Charles Cudworth, Ser, . , who was 
the father of Charles, Jr., and grand
father of Gideon, the father of T. J. B. 
Cudworth of Brattleboro; South of 
where Mr. Cudworth lived was the 
Allyn family. Near the site of the old 
homestead in a pasture by the roadside 

L. Olds of Washington, D. C. He was ' were seen lying on the ground two slate 
a man of whose memory his daughter 
and grand-children may be proud j an 
honest politician, a good man in every 
relation 0f life. 

." Who is that snarlel', Ca.ssius like and lean 

With humor canstic and with satire keen; 

Who drnbs the drones, the foplings and the 

fools, 

Who flings at fashion lead by folly's rules? 

Who while his tramplmg h eels around he 


throws, 

Cares not how hard he treads on others toes; 

Who dares be just, nor fears to say the right, 

Who will not flatter, but will sometimes bite: 

stone slabs, 011 which were inscribed the 
names of " Joseph Allyn died Dec. 16, 
1797, agea 77 ," aud "Mary, wife of 
Joseph Allyn, died May 18, 1802, aged 

78. Others were buried there, bllt no 
stone marks their lowly bed. Joseph 
Allyn was the father of Rev. Lewis 
Allyn, known as Elder Allyu, who 
preached many years in the BapList 

'The '''riter is indebted to Hall's History of' 

Eastern Vermont, (lnd Temple and Sheldon'S 

History of Northfi eld, ilfass. for much of the . 

information gi ven in tllis article· 
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.church on Putney hill , and several years 
in Hinesburgh. Joseph Allyn came 
with his family from RehobDth, l\1ass., 
west of Dighton, in w hiei'_ place the 
Allyn family were alllollg the first ~et

del's ill 1644. Luther Allyn who was 
Postmaster in Dummerston maey years 
:ago, was a son of Lewis and grandso[;l 
0f Joseph Allyn. 

The mountain-shaking t]mnders roll, subdued 

by roll, 

hl death's sepl'llchral tones resound from 

pole to pole. 

011 1 let moe be there then, tile darkest mi<1 

night hour, 

For the re my soul received its spirIt-stirring 

~ower, 

"ROl\IE"\ 

Tile reil6ction 0f a N>lti.ve of Putney ill tile 

Just ea~t of the Reed place stood the Ifar distant West. 

old brick school honse, that was pulled 

'll.own some years ago ~ ItS foundation is 
'Dvergrowll with briers. About 1830, 
,zighty scholars attended this school. and 
from it went out sever.al who became 
!professional men. 

J. VVHKELER TURNER. ESQ., 

<Jne of the prominent lawyers in Branch 
County, Michigan. and a nat.ive of Put
ney W-est Hill, sent to the W-riter a 
book of poems of which he was the au
thor, from which is taken the follow
lng, relating to the home of his youth. 

PUTNEY WEST HILL. 


011 may I Ollce again with arms extended 


wide, 

Embrace my sacred ~IllSe upon that mount

ain side! 

And sing one evening hymn where star-lit 

hllls arise 

And clond their Alpine tops, higll reaching 

to the ski es_ 

And may I view again.solne autU'mn even

ing, bright, 
The friendly harvest mOOn in c loudless 

ehrysolite, 

Move o'er those lofty peaks, lamp-like as 

tlley do stand, 

The sentinels of ea r th, set by the great 

Command. 

And in the troubled storm when ocean h eaves 

her waves, 
And pent up raging winds howl from their 

mountain caves, 

Wbilelightnings bolt the sky' and stl'ikefrom 

hill to hill, 

AS through' the hollow glens at darkened 
interval, 

32 

Wilen night ber dark mantle 
Hatll spread o'er the eartll, 

And Imshed in sweet slumber 

The songsters of mirtll ; 

.Vllen those WhXl air e weeping 

A.nd IJining by day, 

In tile kindly embrace 

Of forgutiuJncss In.y J 

'Vllen uallght but the phantoms 

And visions of nigbt, 

Deluding my fancy 


With scenes ()f deliglrt 


Are floatin g around Ule 

Bewildering the view 

With things that deceive me, 

So false, so nntrue; 

Yet let me be sleeping 

Wilen far from my home 

W hen far from my kindred. 

A stranger I roam; 

For in dreams 1 revisit 

My own native land, 


Tn dreams see my fatller, 


Extending his hand; 


Dear motber and sisters 

Come circiing around'; 

Ilfy brothers I see them 

And hear the glad sound 

Of voices familia r 

That oft times before 

Pve beard when awake, 

Bnt shall hear them no more, 

Oh! let me while sleep1ng 

Be welcomefi to-night 

At the home of my cllildhood, 

That land of delight_ 

[Mr. Turner's book. is a broehure of 
74 pages: POEMS by .r. w. TITRNER ded
icated to the people of Branch County, 
Coldwater, Mich. A. J. Aldrich & Co. 
Printers_ 1880. 

http:sever.al
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Continued from page 249. 

The soil in this loeality, though rocky. 
is very good, and such as those farmers 
preferred to cultivate. It produced abun
dant crops of hay and grain which ena
bled them to keep a large stock of cattle. 
Thy supported large f milies amI man
aged to accnmulate property. They 
were hard working people; heavy stone 
walls enclose the fields and pastures on 
each farm which must have cost them 
much labor. As we looker! dOlvn from 
our place of observation on these once 
cultivated farms, we were reminded of 
the fOllowing lines, so illustrative of the 
l,tbors pOI-fonned by those early seHlel·s. 

Oft Llill tile llal've.::)t to tllMir .sickle Y JillI; 

Thell' fUl'row oft the stnbbol'n glebe 11"8 

bl'01<e ; 

How joound did they drive t,hL~h~tealn 

>l·nclel ! 

How b(nv~d the wood.; b-cne:lth their 

sturdy stroke.. " 

The height of this hill as show;) by 
barometer from each place ir,dicateci, is 
1225 feet above the valley in Brookline 
and 1325 above the valley ill Brattle
boro . FI'OIn W est Hill may be seen not 
less t.han fifty townships lying in Ver
mont., New Hampsbire, and}1assachu
setts; and the view in mid8ummer is 
unsurpassed by any in New England. 
On the west you can trace the line of 
the Green Mountains from Florida, 
Mass., on the sllUth t.o Mt. Holly on 
the north, Saddleback, Haystack in 
Wilmington, Municknung in Stratton, 
and Shatterack, tow er up above the 
Green Mountain ridge on the westem 
boundary. The eye takes in the entire 
space of the Connecticut valley from 
Ascutney Mountain in Windsor on the 
north, to Mount Holyoke in Hadley, 
Mass. on the south. Farthest to the 
east is the majestic Monadnock. The 

highlands of New Hl1,mpshire are dis
tinctly visible from Sunapee to Mount 
Holyoke, a distance of more than 80 
mIles. \Vacl11lset in Princeton, Mass. 
with its cloud c~lppecl summit, may be 
seen far to the south east, and mountain 
tops and fertil e valleys are visible all 
along the sonthern horizon. Connecti
cut river is plainly seen for] 0 miles be
low Brattleboro', and vVest river is in 
sight. winding its course past Black 
Mountain which I-ises 1150 feet above 
the surface of the water. The pen fails 
to describe the be::l uty of the landscape 
in every direction; and this article is 
brought to a close with the feeling that 
the rpader has been given after all, but 
a vague ide" of the vie w from the sum
mit of Putu~y Weol Hill. 

TIlE GREAT MEADOWS. 
WR£TTEN FOR PUTNEY H£STORY 

J:\' TIU; VI" HIS. GAZ. 

By DAVID L. MANS~'1E LD. 

Ten Y"ar:; of the W" riter 's early life 
were spent near the " Great l\ieadows 
in East Plttney. which will account f'ol' 
the interest manifester! by him in its his
tory and settlement The Meadow is
located in the Connecticut Riv er Vaney 
and is overluoked from the east by a

long range of high hills in Westmore· 
land, N. H. A similar range of Ver
mont hills extends along the western 
border, at the foot of which runs the.· 
highway in a nonherly and southerly 

~direction. A great bend in the river, 
beginning at Taylor'S island on the 
northwest corner of the meadow, forms 
its bou,ndary line, which is completed 
on the west side by the highway. The 
Vermont Valley RaIlroad passes across 
it in the west part parallel with the 
traveled road , and the Cheshire railroad 
is in plain "view on the New Hampshire 
side. The meadow is about one mile 



--
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across in a direct line from the west side region, and accordingly petitiolled the 
to the castern limit at the river, and General Court, which voted Jan. 15, 
contains 500 acres of rich alluvial soil 1736, " That it was expedient to lay 
which produces excellent ClOpS. Its out four townships to he of the contel,lS 
waving fields of corn and lu.xuriant veg- of 6 miles square, and not t() extend 
etation, in midsummer. afford a fine more than 6 miles from the river." The 
view to the lover of natural scenery. grants lying on the east side of the river 
In early times the lowest meadow lands were numbered going up stream, as fol
were covered with a tangled growth of lows: No.1, Chesterfield; No.2, West
yellow pine, elm and butternut trees. IT. oreland ; No.3, Walpole; No.4, 
This will explain why the fishing ground Charlestown. Those on the west side 
at the north end of the meadow is called were numbered coming down thE:; stream 
., Butkrnut orchard," although no such as follows: No.1 , Westminster; No. 
trees a re now standing near . The range 2, Putney; No.3 , Dummerston; No. 
()f steep hills on the west was formerly 4, Brattleboro. The township south of 
covered with a fine growth of majestic Brattleboro was c:alled Hinsdale until 
whitl' pines, nearly all of which have ] 802, ",hen the name was c:hanged to 
disappeared , and they are succeeded by Vernon. Both Vernon and Hinsdale, 
a younger growth of the same kind. N. H., formed one township when first 
The lofty white pine is the glory of the chartered, Sept. 3, 1753. The charter 
American forest,yet the woodman spares was altered the same year, Sept. 26, 
it not. Here and there a tall pine or a and the grant was divided into two 

...: stately elm may be seen standing alone towns, both called Hinsdale. The line 
and reminding us of the grandellr of the of separation was the west bank of Con
primeval forest. The first settlement in necticut river. Previous to 1753 this 
the town of Putney waS made on the tract of land was regarded as part of 
Great Meadow in 1742 or '43. Nehe- Northfield, but when the new state line 
miah How of Grafton, Mass., William was surveyed in March, 1741, it was 
Phipps, David Rugg of Lancasrer and cut of!", and subsequen tly called the cut
their families, with Robert Baker and off tenitory. Till the incorporation of 
others, made a clearing and built a fort Hinsdale in 1753 , the people living on 
in the central part of the meadow called the cut off territory were styled in deeds 
Fort Hill. A settlement was also made. and official documents, ., of the north
on the opposite side of the river at No. edy part of N orthfield township above 
2, Westn~oreland, during the same year. the line of the Massachusetts govern
Daniel How, Thomas Crisson and oth- ment." At the same session of the 
ers from Rutland, :Mass . , made a clear- court, Jan. 15, 1736, two townships 
lng and blllit log huts . As far back as were laid out on the west side of the 
1736, Massachusetts held an undisputed river south of the "G-reat .F~tlls." Joseph 
right to thc territory as far north as the Tisdale of T a unton was empowered to 
present south line of Westmoreland, N. call a meeting of the proprietors of No. 
H., and claimed a good title to the coun- 1, Westminster; itud Palmer Goulding 
try about 30 miles to the northward and of 'Yore-ester to call together the propri
to the east as far as the Merrimack etors of No.2, Putney. The first set
river. Many persons were desirous of tlement in Westminster was made in 
securing ',he rich meadow lands in that 1739 . During that year Richard Ellis 
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and his son R eubE'll built a dwelling 
house (log hut) and broke up five or six. 
acres of land. Seth Tisdale and J (lhn 
Barney were with them. ,} olm Kilburn, 
the first settler in vValpole, N. H., 
started from IVeathersfield, Conll., in 
1740, stopped in No~thfield, Mass, with 
llisfamily,where hewastaxedin1741 1 

aud then llloved on to No.3, Walpole . 
The settlers 011 the Great Meadow pros
pered well and in three years' time had 
gathered quite astocl"ofcattl €. There 
is evidence to show that this settlelnent 

says in a pamphlet printed in 1750, that 
the IndiaTJ who was struck down by 
Phipps afterwards died of his wounds. 
He also states in his narrative ot mis
chief done by the Indians in the French 
war, that the same, or SOllle other party 
of Indians, caU1e to a phce called Upper 
Ashuelot, (Kecne, N. H.) killed amI 
scalped Dea. J osia.h Fisher, as he was. 
driving his cows to paBture, about half 
a mile from the garriwn. This event . 
happened July 10th, five d::r.ys after the 
killing of Mr. Phipps. The French 

was not abandoned at. the beginning of and Indiam aSRaulted th e fort on Great 
the :French and Indian war in 1744, i>r M eadow Oct. .11 til, thE' same year. The 
during its progress. The General Court pasty numbered about 80 . They took 
in Massachusetts passed an ordel' April N chemiah How captive and kilk d David 
23d, 1746, for raising 171 men to be Rugg, both 1"csidcnts of Putney. How 
sellt to the weBtern frontiers, and 93 had neeD cutting wood about 40 rods
more to be apportioned tQ various f0rts, from the f<Drt, aDd was on his W3Y back 
:he one at " Gl'eat Meadow" receiving. when he was Reized, hurried off into a 
two men. Tbe firstviole)Jce occasioned I,swamp, prolJauly where the (;l'cek now 
by thc Indians in the Connceticut valley, is, and bound by his captors. They 
j.n this war, was on the Great Meadow, were seen an d fired upon from the fort . 
July 5th, 1745. A party of hldians . One Indian was killed , another mortally 
captured 'Villiam Phipps, who was hoe
ing in his cornfield at the southwest 

eorner of the mcadow. He was taken 

about half a ul.ile into the. woods on the 


. west by tl'; O Indians. One of them 

wellt hack down the hill for something 

which he had left, trusting the prisoner 


wounded, Hud it third, who had hold of 
Mr. How, had a bullet shot through his· 
powder horn . The guard at the fort, 
who was on the lookout at the time, 
told Dea. Noah W rigllt, he thought the 
number of the enemy that came in sight 
of the f9rt was about 50 : when he first 

in care of his comrade during his ab- .saw them there were eig11t of them strip
senee. Phipps, with a determi.uation ped and without their gnns, in pursuit 
characteristic of early settlers, watched of Mr. How. When he saw they w(.ulcl 
his chance, Btruck down his keeper with catch him, he turned, aNd with hand", 
his hoe, snatched away his gun and shot ' lifted up resigned himself iuto their 
dead the other Indian as he came back' hands. The enemy were in the meadow 
up the hill on his return. Having disa- . scarce an hoUl", including t.he attack on 
bled the one he ftruck by chopping him :the fort and killing the ca ttle." The 
with his hoe, he then started for the fo];t, 
but unfortunately met three other 1n
dians who shot, ltilled and scalped him 
and otherwise mangled his body. Rev. 
Benjamin Doolittle, to whom the In· 
dians gave an account of the attack, 

for! was nnt much damaged. The cat
tIe were all killed and their hides and 
the be:lt parts of the flesh carried away 
by the Indians. Rugg and Thomas 
Baker were coming down the river in a 
canoe and were met by th e Indians just 
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below" Taylor'S island." Rugg was 
shot and scalped, but Baker escaped. 
As soon as th" assault on the fort was 
kuown at Northfield, Ensign ~tratton 

started with tell men for Fort Dummer. 
They were joined by others, and under 
command of Col. Josiah Willard started 
late at night for the Great Meadow, 
which they reached at 2 o'clock next 
morning. This was on Sllnday. After 
gaining w hat information they could of 
th e soldiers at the fort, they followed the 
enemy's tl'ack till near sunset, when 
they came to a place where the Indians 
had scattered in different directions. 
N ext day they made further pursuit, but 
the enemy had disappeared, and Col. 
'Willard retnrned with Ilis company to 
Northfield, having inflicted no punish
ment upon the Indians. 

Capt.. Phineas Stevens of No.4. 
[Charlestown, N, H. ] marched a t the 
head of GO men, to the Great Meadow 

son 
in Plltney, Aug. 5, 1746, and remained I f' d G G Ald' I . . was a terwar sen. rIc 1. 
durlDg the 6th and 7th, guardmg the .
people while they were reaping theIr 
grain. On the 8th, he returned with 
his men to No.4, to find that the cattle, 
horses and most of the hogs of the set
tlers had been killed by the Indians dur
ing his absence. All the houses outside 
the fort were burned except one near 
t.he sto('kacle, and 16 horses were killed 
that belonged to Capt. How's force. 

The fort built on the site of the .Col. 
White place inclosed 15 dwellings. The 
great gate of the fort was on the south 
side toward Connecticut river. On the 
N. E. and the S. W. corners of the 
fort, watch-towers were placed. In the 
summer time during the Indian war, the 
garrison besides the inhabitants usually 
consisted of ten or twelve men from 
New Hampshire. During the year 
1755, Philip Alexander, John Perry, 

John Averill, their wives and families, 
and Capt. Michael Gilson, a bachelor, 
his mother and his tW(, sisters , were the 
only inhabitan ts. John Averill belonged 
to 'Vestmin~ter, but the place was 'so 
poorly protected at the heginn ing of the 
French and Indian war that he removed 
to Walpole with th e other inhabitants of 
the town. There they rema.ined with 
Col. Benjamin Bellows uLtil October, 
following w hen they returned to West
minster. In F ebruary, following. the 
Averill family moved to Putney. The 
inhabitants of Westminster and West
moreland, N. H . , aided in building the 
fort for their mutual protection. 'Vhen 
it was completed, Capt. David How, 
Thomas and Isaac Chamberlain,Joshua 
"Varner and son, Daniel Warner wife 
and son, Harrison Wheeler, Deacon 
Samuel :iVlinot, who afterwards marriljd 
Capt. Gilson's mother, and Mr. Aldrich 
and SOli joined the garrison from Virest
moreland. The of Mr. Aldrich' 

'v eorge
H d' d I d' 1807 A.e Ie at ',estmore an ID • t 
the close of the French war, a ll who 
ha,d removed from vVestmoreland, re
turned, with the exception of Dea. 
Minot. William Willard joined the gar
rison in 1755. The father of Capt. 
Daniel How and the father of Harrison 
Wheeler died in the fort. Both were 
buried in "VestmorelaEd. Religious ser
vices were held at the fort for a long 
time, and there Rev . Andrew Gardner, 
who had previously been chaplain and 
surgeon at Fort Dummer, preached 
nearly three years. Col. Josiah Wil
lard owned the meadow, which was not 
more than half cleared at this time, and 
gave the use of the laud a.s a consider
ation for building the fort and defending 
it during the war. The land was por
tioned out to each tamily and the inhab
itants were accustomed to work in COI.ll
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pany for hetter protection in case of an 
attack from the enemy. 

The widow of William Phipps mar
ried again in 1746. She was Jemima 
Sartwell, daughter of Josiah Sartwell, 
who built in 1739, Fort Sartwell. Her 

ly seen by the traveller passing the 
meadow in the cars. In 1754, .John 

Perry, Philip Alexander and Michael 
Gilson removed from Massachu~etts and 
settled on the Great Meadow as their 
predectssors had done, and in the follow

second husband was Caleb How, one of ing year, 1755, in company with others 
the grantees of Westmoreland when 
that town was chartered in 1752, and 
son of Nehemiah How, whose wife was 
Margaret Willard, daughter of Benja
min Willard. When Fort Bridgman 
wa!> taken June 27, 1755, Caleb How 
was mortally wounde([ by the Indians 
and died next morning at Hinsdale fort, 
and was buried a short distance to the 
northeast of it, where his gravestones 
are still to be seen. His wife was cap
tured when the fort was taken, and with 
her seven children carried to Canada. 
She was redeemed and brought home 
with three of her children by Col. 
Schuyler before 1760. Afterwards she 
went again to Canada and obtained her 
second daughter Submit Phipps, who 
married Nathan Willard,Nov. 22,1775. 
Nehemiah How, Caleb's father, who 
was taken prisoner on the Great Mead-

who had lately arrived, built a fOI·t ill 
the southeast part of the meado,,' on 
the site of the honse now standing and 
once occupied by Col. Thomas White. 
The fort was built of yellow pine tim
ber, hewed six inches thick, and was 
about 16 feet high, 120 feet long and 80 
wide. The houses were built within 
the enclosure against the wall of the fort 
with a roof slanting down from the top 
of this wall which formed the back of 
the houses, all of which fronted the 
hollow square in the centre of the fort, 
Philip Alexander did not move from 
Massachusetts directly to Piltney. He 
belonged to ~ family of nine children, 
five sons and four daughters, and was 
born in Deerfield Sept. 29, 1712. He 
lived in Winchester, N. H., in 1743. 
and removed thence to Putney. It is 
Rtated that he lived in Westmoreland in 

ow, was carried to Canada by way of 1755, which is doubtless a mistake. He 
Lake George and Crown Point, and 
died at Quebec May 25,1747, leaving 
a journal of his captivity, which was 
printed, 1748. The town of Putney was 
chartered by New Hampshire Dec. 26, 
1753, to Col. Josiah Willard and others, 
and rechartered by New York Nov. 6, 
1766. South of the central part of the 
Great Meadow stands a marble monu
ment erected to the memory of Prentice 
Willard. who died March 25, 1796, 
aged 47 years. He was probably a de
scendant of Col. .Josiah Willard, and at 
one time was the owner of all the Great 
Meadow. By his own request he was 
buried on the spot where his lone mon
ument now stands, which mn.y be plain-

was one of the grantees of that town 
when it was chartered Feb. 12, 1752. 
Michael Gilson, Jonathan Cole and 
John Rugg were among the number of 
grantees. Mr. Alexander had a family 

· of six children of whom Philip, the 
youngest, was borr, Oct. 26. 1755, and 
was probably the first white child born 
in Putney. Joseph Alexander, [father 
of Philip, born 1712,J was born Od. 
16, 168l. He removed from Deerfield 
to Northfield about 1716 ; resided a few 
years in "Vinchester, N. H., 1737-43 ; 
again in Northfield 1748-58 ; soon after 
removed to Hadley, where he died Sept. 
30, 1761. He was a soldier and cap
tain at the sacking of Deerfield, Feb. 
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29,1704, but made his escape the first 
n:ght. His father had nine children, 
five SO ilS and four daughters. John 
Alexander, the graudfather (.f Philip, 
was born July 25, 1645; was a settler 
in N orlhfield in 1 t) 73 ; returned to N orth
hampton, where he died Dec. 31, 1733 . 
His fa ther, George Aiexander, who also 
had a mmily of nine children, making 
three families of nine children each in 
ao many successive generations, was 
born in Scotlalld, from which country 
his father, John Alexander, emigraterl 
before 1644, and settled with his family 
in 'Vind~or, Conn. George Alexander 
removed from 'Vindsorto N orthampton 
in 1655; was a settler in Northfield in 
1673, and died i\lay 5,1703. 

Probably R~v. Joseph Lord was the 
first resident preacher in Putney and 
lived in the east part of the town Oil the 
G reat Meadow, as the place where Put
ney street now stands was not settled 
till 1764, when J os hua Parker made a 
settlemetlt there on Sackett's brook , 
whicll passes through the village. Rev. 
,Joseph Lord was born about i 704 ; 
graduated at Harvard College, 1726; 
li ved in Hatfield 1733 ; was one of the 
original settlers of Athol, "who sat 
down in the forest there," Sep t. 1735. 
He was for many years the leading man 
in the settlement; being the first prcach
er, first magistrate, first proprietor's 
clerk, first treasurer , first surveyor, and 
first tax-gatherer. In 1755, Col. Eben
ezer HinRdale paid him £3,6s. 10d. 
(11.07 par value) for preaching four 
Sundays at Hinsdale. In 1759, he r e
moved to Putney, and later to West
moreland; was judge of the Court of 
Common Pleas for Cumberland county 
(which includes what is now Windham 
county) and in high favor with the 
king's party before the Revolution. He 
died Dec. 7, 1778. There were seven 

children in his family. Sarah Lord, 
the youngest, married July 21, 1763, 
Judge Thomas Chandler of Vermont, 
who was elected to the bench of the 
Supreme Court in October , 1778. Jos
eph Lord, (the father of Joseph, born 
about 1704,) was also a millister. He 
was born June 23,1672; graduated at 
Harvard College 1691; was a preacher 
at Dorchester, S C., for 20 years; was 
the first minister of Chatham , Mass ., 
where he was ordained and the church 
organ ized 1720 , and where he remained 
till his death in 1748. Thomas Lord, 
the grandfather, was born III 1633; a 
resident of Charlesto wn; died June 4, 
1713. The great grandfather, Robert 
Lord, lived in IpRwich, Mass.; was 
repre~eT:l[it ti've in 1638 ; town clerk, 
clerk 01 the (,omts and register of deeds. 
He died in 1658 . 

Dummerston, Aug. 1881.. 

REV. AMOS FOSTER. 

13Y HENRY M. GROUT, D.D. 

OF CONCORD, MASS. 

Amos Foster, the son of Richard ana 
Es ther J ewell, was born in Salisbury, 
N. H. , March 30, 1797, fifteen years 
after th e birth of Daniel 'Webster in the 
same tOWi,. Richard Jr ., an elder half-· 
brother , WiLS remarkable for mental vig
or and moml worth, and as an old time 
farmer who, with limited means, raised 
a family of wide awake boys , seven of 
whom graduated from D artmouth Col
lege, and six of whom - Eden Bur
roughs' vVilliam Cowper, Daniel, Da
vis, Roswell and Richard Baxter-found 
their way into the Christian Ministry, 
as in turn have several of their sons. A 
younger brother, Benjamin F, gradu
ated from Amherst College, entered the 
ministry, and had useful settlements in 
Salisbury, :K. H., and Dummerston, 
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Vt., where he is still r::nnembered as an ed in marriage to Harriet Amelia, 
unassuming and genial man, a writer of daughter of Rev. Bronghton and Ruth 
unusual felicity and force, and a preacher Sabin White, then ()f Washington in 
and pastor alwaYii faithful, sympathetic the same state. His mini~try in Cauaan 
and beloved. \vas happy and prosperous; lasting ntar

Amos was about a year old IV hen his 
parents removed to Hanover ill the same 
state. And it was there, not f:iJ' dis
tant from Dartmouth College, that he 
grew up. Baptized in infancy and reli
giously trained at home, he was con
verted during a religious revival at thc 
age of eighteen; and soon after, the 
first Sabbath inJaIlual'y 1816, connected 
himself with the Congregational church 
at Hanover Center. 

The next two year8 were spent at 
Kimball Union Academy, Meriden, 
whence he went to Dartmouth College 
to graduate in 1822. With the minis
try in view, he had no sooner graduated 
than he gave himself to the study of 
theology; retaining for that purpose his 
connection with the College, and to 
gether with a number of other gradua
tes enjoying the instruction of President 
Tyler and Professor Shurtleff. Two 
years were thus consumed, though he 
was licensed to preach, by the ·Windsor 
Association at Norwich, Vt., February 
1824. His first sermon was preached, 
the very Sabbath after receiving license, 
in his own church at Hanover. 

His first settlement was at Canaan, 
which joins Hanover on the east, and 
was at that time a thriving center of 
trade for th~ snlTounding country. Dur
ing the twenty-two years of its previous 
history the Congregational chu~ch in 
tbat place had never had a settled pas
tor; and the people gave to him a cor
dial welcome. He was ordained Mar. 
2, 1825, the sermon being preached by 
President Tyler, very soon after his 
ordination, June 29, 1825, he was uni

ly 8 years, or nearly 9, countiIlg from 
the time of his first preaching there. 
But his salary was meagpr, $400 and 
no parsonage, and that was not always 
fully paid. Accordingly, wheIl the 
church in Putney invited him to its pas
torate, with an offer of a salary of $450, 
and parsonage, the invitation was inter
preted as a call of Providence, and in 
due time ac,~epted. 

His installation in Putney occurred Feb. 
13, 1833. The sermon was preached 
by Rev. Phinehas Cooke, then of Leb
anon, N. H., on account of his influence 
and stature, known as the c,igh priest of 
New Hampshire. At that time Putney 
had a larger population than it now ha~ ; 
and much of this was 011 its greatly 
deserted hill sides. The Meeting-house 
stood at the upper end of the vill~ge, 

half a mile north of the present edifice; 
and the house, into which he soon 
moved, was a few rods north of tbat, 
and has continued to be his home dur
ing all the subsequent years of his re~i
dence in the town. 

The first montbs of bis ministry in 
Putney were marked by revival, and a 
number of similar seasons were enjoyed 
during the years which followed. At 
the time of his installation, such men 
as Judge ·White, Dea. Reynolds and 
Dea. Taft, were leaders in the church. 
James and Mark Crawford and Isaac 
Grout were among the subjects of the 
first l'evivaL The church was one of the 
strongest i'l the county, baYing a mem
bership of not less than two hundred. 

To the duties of this new field, he 
gave himself with ardor, teaching in 

.. 
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the ~unday School as well as preaching l anfruitful. At Acworth he had a people 
in the pulpit ;Lnd visiting the people at stallDch in principle and forcible in char
t.heir homes. He l'lVed h s people, and acter. The church has been onc of the 
his affectioLl for tllCm was warmly recip- strOllgest in the state. It gave to him 
rocated. ~oou after his settlement the a better suppon tItan he had ever before 
meeting-honse was removed to its present received. He was never happier, nor 
location; a change which naturally in- did he ever anywhere form warmer 
volved discussion and ditierences ofopin- attachments, then at these two places. 
ion; but he had the somewh~t rare But the field at Acworth was wide, and 
wisdom and grace to leave all that to dema.nded physieal vigor for its proper 
the wise heads of the leaders of the cultivation which, at sixty-eight, he felt. 
flock. Then came the demoralizing that he did not enjoy. And having a 
movemellt of 80 called perfectionism, home in Putney, he decided that it was 
under the leadership of Mr. J olm ~ eyes . best to return to the place where it had 
A graduate from Dartm.outh College, always been his desire to end his days. 

Mr. Noyes had studied theology at An- His return to Putney was in the au
,Jove!· and New Haven; but the opin- tumn of 1865. During the eleven and 
ions he adopted and taught, and the a half years of bis absence from them, 
practices he defended, were not simply his former flock in thilL plaee had hat! a 
fanatical but grossly immoral. Arrested s uccession of short pastorates, and was 
for a high misdemeanor and put under now without a shepherd. He was at 
heavy bonds. he confessed the crime once asked to resnme labor among them. 
charged against him by forfeiting his To this he consented, but was never , 
bonds and fleeing the state. Of his again installed. For seven ytlars he 
subsequent cueer at Oneida, N. Y., served them as their "stated supply;" 
the world has sufficient knowledge. doing the work and taking all the inter
Through all, Mr. Foster was the wise est of a state pastor. He was never 
leader and eounsellor of the ·:hurch in more earnest or useful than during these 
its prom.pt aIild fir;n treatment of this last years. Two seasons of revival 
most blighting heresy. renewed the courage and increased the 

At the end of twenty years, Mr. strength of the church. Old ant! young 
Foster was called to the church ill Lud- gathered about him with .the old time 
low, Yt.; a call which was supported confidence and affection. But in 1872 
by such good reasons, having to do with it seemed to be time to lay ()ff the har
his health and the pecuniary needs of ness, and retire from active responsible 
a growing family, it seemed to be his service; and to this the people gave re
duty to accept it. His sta.y in Ludlow luctant consent. He was now in the 
was, however, not long. The business 76th year of his age, and had wrought 
f.ailure of his largest supporter8 SOOl'l in the ministry 40 years. Of these 
compelled another removal; which this nearly 28 years had been spent in the 
time was to Acworth N. H. His min · service of the church in Putney. 

istry at Ludlow lasted about thr:e years, In ceasing from his stated ministry, 
and that at Acworth about Lme. At Mr. Foster did not eease to be interested 
Ludlow the little church on the hill was n the work to which his life had been 

• • .l 

always filled, the prayer-meetmg full of given. Several of his last winters were 
life, and his work most happy, and not spent with his youngest daughter, in 

33 
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Concord, I1Ias8. But whether there, or I 
among his own former people in Putney, 
he wa& always welcome in th~ pulpit, 
and loved to be there. More than once 
a,fter he had !eached hid 87th year he 
was invited to preach, and performed 
the service with remarkable animation 

'''Dd ease, 

Mr. FostBl' was iIi the best sense a 
successful miuister. During his min 
jstl'Y in Canaan 67 pe'l'Som; weTe re
ceived into tDe church and 197 members 

and tender He withheld no pal·tof the 
truth; when he warned men,it was with 
t.ear:;. 

Hi~ symprttl1t?tic nature made his ser
vices specially acceptable on occasions 
either of sorrow or of joy. The whole 
numuer <i)f funBra.s at w hi, h he otfici!l ted 
was 739 ; aBel of weddings 378. 

An old lady once pai.d him tbe COID
pliment of being" dreadful neat at fim
cl'aIs." He never excused himself from 
any kind of service because of the labor 

to tbe dmrch in Putney during his first, or the expense it :migl~L involve. Whe!! 
~ettlement there, at Ludlow 15 and 30 he was sent for to go some miles out of 
at Acworth, and 45 during his sc"Cond tIle Mate to conduct a funeral he went ~ 
ministry tn Putney; in all, 347. He ,and whel'! the man who nad sent for him, 
He never nude a large use of the p1'ess; ' i'lsteaa of offering to pay for tile COO'

but was an ~casional contributor to veyance which had brought him, said, 
"ecular ami religirJllS ne'Wspapel'S, and "'! thank you for coming SlI far to bury 
published three sermons: A THANKS· my wjfe, and should be grad to return 
Gr,VrNG DrS-COURSE, preached at Canaan the favor," Mr. Foster answered that 
Nov. 29, 1'827; A SE1~MON TO YOUNG the man was welcume to the service, 
MEN, preached at Putney Feb. 28, and need not trouble himseff to return 
1836; and AN ORDINATroN SER~fON at the favor. 


the ordination of the late Rbv. Dr. E. One secret of his SblccesS in his work 

n. Foster, his nephew, at Henniker, N. was his interest ill the young. Among 
II. He also preached on six other them he was Il:lways happy, and to them 
<'lrdination and installation occasions, he gave milch of his best thought and: 
and the Commission sermon at the Gen strength. They wer~ never repelled by 
eral CODvention of the churches of Ver any coldness in his manner, but W~l'e 
mont, at Manchester, in 1842. drawn by his cordial tOBe" and kindly 


Mr. Foster's worth anu power for words. 


usefulness did not center in any single Mr. Foster was happy in his home,., 

talent or quality, towering above the and loved by his cliildren. He owed 

rest, but rather in: an admirable balance much to his wife, who did him good: 

cf ma.lY in' which few surpassed him. and not evil all the days of her life.. ... 


~ 

Mor~ than some others he was an ethi- She was a descemdant of Judge Sabin., 

caT preacher, dwellin:g much on relIgious a prominBnt figure in the exciting scenes, 

duties and Christian grace8 ; but, i.n the of early Vermont history. From both 

best sense, he was aTso a doctrinal he],' parents she inoorited eoorgy, firm

preacher, delighting to emphasize the ness, mental quickness, and expertness' 

truth of God's free grace to perishing at whatever she had occasion to put her 

men. He had a remarkably pleasing hands. But for her wisdom, skill and 

voice; clear, mellow and musical. His ordinarily good health, the family could 

manner was animated, by turns solemn never have thriven as it did. She was 


1 
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a model minister'" wife; a wise, patient 
.",ifectiof,ate mother. " H er children 
~-l ri se up, and call her blessed: bel' hus
ow.d .lllso , he praiseth he['." 

TREnt GOLDEN WEDDIN~. 

In .Tune 187.5, Mr . .and Mrs. Foster 
kept their g.olden w eddi.'lg. It was a 
Jl\ala day for the town , as well .as t!l.e 
family; for it was fi rst of all a t.own 
<celebratioo , though all the churches with 
Iwhieh Mr. Fost.er had lw,.en connected 

.participated 1<n it. The town hall , where 
Jlub!ic exerckes were held, was d0wra
.1.ed "v.ith wreaths and flowers, the village 
band discoursed lively mu.sic , neighbor
>'ng minister t and friends fr' lm a di;;tance 
h elped at the speech-making, and tl, ere 
·were poems and songs and laughter and 
tears , and gifts in gold and silver 
amounting to more than he had ever 
.received tOI' any single year's salary, 
.a nd last of all the banquet f{)r which 
the good ladies of Putney had <:lone 
their best, and that was well indeed. 

Mrs. F'oster .survived the scenes o f 
'thi s day 7 .years and 4· months. She 
,passp-d peacefully away, Oct. 13, 1882. 
.At the time of thi ~ wli ting Mr. Foster 
:still waits in the now lonely house , in to 
which they moved fifty years ago, in se
~'enp anticipation of the time when lie 
_shall be ,permitted to follow on. 

Jan. 1884. 

. th 1 . I . f' R "1 
.[Durmg ' east BIC mess 0 ev. 1.' r . 

.Foster, Dr. Grout, kindly vohmteel'e{l 

to finish read ing the proof of Mr. Fos
ter's papers in this work, which he has 
done. The above, we have thought well 
00 give a.s· w~·ittell , so little time before 
Mr. Foster'B death . At 001' request, t.o 
Dr. Grout, first, as the biographist of 
Mr. Foster, for the completion of his 
sketch, be thus comp~eted the pa'per he 
had already given,-next column : We 
have also, a few papers from others we 

will add a frer we have closed the Doc

ter's paper ;-Eel.] 

Mr. Foster lived nearly two years 
kJr'ge.r·. His last month.s ~rere spent in 
a:evie'Ning and completing his history of 
Putney f{)r th e Gazetteer. But he was 
not permtted to see more than its th'st 
pages in its printed form. He died ill 
Putney, Sept. 22, 1884 , aged 89 years, 

5 months and 22 days. 

A biographieal sketch of his life, writ· 
te~ by the author ot" this a,rticle app~ar 

ed a few weeks afte~·. 

October. 1884. 

'[ 'vVe will Dpell vUl' aoditiollal papers 
for Ml'. Foster with a selection from his 
manuscript sermons . In over 4000 pp. 
of the work DOW printed, w e have g iv
eu but three sermons: ,. The Ox S.er
.mon" of Mr. Merrill , Peacham, the fa
mous temperane(' tmct - made into 
of which more than :3,000,000 copies 
were published; Mr. Lord's dedication 
Bermon of Bethany church, his crown

iug life work in the history of Montpe
lier , and Dl'. Shelton's HiSlorical Ser
mOIl in the same; but when any of our 
town historians has beeJl a minister fif
ty years, w.e will give a specimen from 
his sermons . 'Ve have selected the 
funcrll.l sel'mon of the Hon . Reuben 
vVashbul'll who was r-aised 'in Putney, 

:a copy of which has heen furnished by 

Miss H annah Maria Washburn.] 

THE SERMON OF MR. FOSTER 

AT THE FUNERAL OF .fUDGE WASHBURN, 

APR. 2B, 1860. 
" I pray not that thou shouldst take them 

out of tlle world, but that thou shouldst k eep 

the m from the evi1." .John XVlI. ]5. 

This is a part of the prayer which 
our Lord offered for his dIsciples just 

before his crucifixion. No language 
could better express his concern for them 
than that which he uses on thi s or.casion, 
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They were abont to be thrown depen which tbey were afterw<1rcls commis~ 

dent alld helpless into the mid&t of their oned to preach to all natiolls might be
enemies. Every kind of opposition spread abroad. 
would be rai3cd against them. Various It is doubtless tme, that -if each chris
means wonld' be resoTted to and persev tian successively as he is converted wereo 
eringly useif to destroy their iniluerr('e at once taken to heave11, it wou1d be to 
ano bring ruill upon tht cause they had his individ1l'lJ advantage. He would 
espoused. escape many evils which hc is tJtherwise 

cttlled to meet. But, as regards the
Therefore', to prepare them for the 

general interests of religion and the 
bitterness of separatlon , and to meet the 

welfare of mankind, it is of importance'
various evils which awaited them,Christ 

for Christians to remail'l a time in this 
r;ave them his parting counsels, a~d 

worfd. TIleir own final salvation i" not · 
affectionately commended them to the 

the only end of their conversion. Oth~l' 
rare and protect.iou of their Heavenly 

important purposes are to be accom
Fn ther. TIley would gTeatly need Di

plished in connection therewith. They 
vine i>upport; for the world had already 

are bmught into the kingdom to be the
begun to hate them on acconnt of their 

ll1eans of good to their fellow-men; to
attaehll1ent to Christ and their zeal ill 

be co-workers with God ill promoting
defending his religion: and they would 

the interes:s of his kingdom. 
be still more persecuted, because they 

'Without pretending to exhaust thewere no ronger of tIle character or party 
subject, I propose to state some of theoC the rest of the world who rejected 
reasons why ' the continuance of goodand despised their Savior. 
men in this w'orid is desirable. 

It is to be IToticed, Christ did not pray 1. That vital godTiness may be main
that his followers might be taken out ot' tained. 'Mankind have ever been prone 
t,he world, although this would have to degeneracy. lois was the case with 
been much bet.ter for them as individuals. God's ancient people. How did he 
Immediately to be delivered from the throw up entrenchments on every sid" 
trials and persecutions which awaited to preserve the true religion among
them and ascend to glory with their them. What vigilance on the part of 
Lord, would hn.ve been a great privilege. their Prophets was necessary to keep
But there were important reasons why them from the contaminating inflnen~e 
it was desirabTe for them to remain a of the surrounding nations, And yet, 
while longer in this worl~. Their res-I how often did they d<:\part fi'om God . 
idence on eartb was connected with a Into what degeneracy did they at length 
system of means by which the purposes fall. 

of Infinite Benevolence were to be ac- The same propensity is characteristic 
complished. The gospel was not yet of every age. And to what result would 
promulgated; its efficacy not yet tasted; Iit lead, were none of tIle truly pions left 
its benefits not largely enjoyed. It was on earth to connteract it? True religion 
needful, therefore, that they should re- I would soon die away; its doctrines 
main longer on earth, that the inflnence would lose their hold or, the affections 

of their pious e~ample might ~e felt; iof men; the bible itself would ~e th:ust 
the efficacy oftben' prayers expeTlenced :, aside; and the last gleam of Its hght 
ar,d that, by their means the holy gospel t would be extino'uished. 

I " 
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To the church is committed in a PCCll- most cases, of the best kind. They 
liar sense the respcnsible trust of pre- were taught their relations to God, as 

_	serving the word of God,-the record moral and accountable beings. The 
of his dcaling,., vnth mcm,-the source importance of religion was urged upon 
whence we derive our knowledge con- their attention, and its exccllences por
cerning the way of salvatioll ,-thc chart trayed by an example corresponding 
of the Christian's hope,-the Fountain, with its precepts. 
from which he draws his sweetest con
solations. Let the chUl'ch become ex
tinct, or, let all good men be removed 
out of the world, and what would be
come of this sacred dep0sit ? ~Who would 
give tLe scriptures circulation? vVho 
would advocate the doctrines of the 
bible? 'Yh0 would observe the ordin
ances of Divine Worship? Who would 
pray? Who would perform deeds of 
a,ctive piety? These things would not be 
done. The bible would become an obso
lete, neglected book. The Sabbath and 
all outward religious observances would 
cease. The d9ctrines of religion w0uld 
be exploded, and vital piety entirely 
disappear! 

2. The continuances of good men in 
this world is desirable, because of the 
influence arising from a pious example. 
Men are creatures of imitation j and it 
is impossible [or us to estimate tile moral 
power they exert over each other in the 
various relations of life. They are thus 
mutually helping form each other's char
acler, making each other more intelli
gent, virtuous, and useful, or the re
verse. 'Yhat an influence goes out from 
the daily and hourly example of parents. 

.~ How strong the impressions which chil
dren early receive from that example. 
If it be radiant with deeds of piety, 
those impressions are favorable to the 
formation of a similar character in them. 
Let us acquaint ourselves ,vith the early 
l;fe of the most pious and useful men 

who adorn the Christian church,and we 
shall find that the moral influence exerted 
on them under the paternal roof was, in 

Such an influence as this must be 
felt j and it is felt, whether we consider 
its operations as confined to the family, 

or extended to the neighborhood or of 
the town. 

It is sometimes the case, that a Chris
tian example borrows power from the 
positiun of him who exhibits it. The 
consideration that men of high position 
and commanding influence in society 
have embraced religion has, doubtless, 
led others to examine its claims, and 
been the meaJlS of their conver~ion. If 
the child who is ftccustomed to look up, 
to a parent with confidence and respect, 
is influenced by that parent in regard to· 
his opinions and practices; so will those 
be influenced by the religious example 
of men of high standing to whom they 
are accustomed to look with deference. 

On this principle, therefore,Christians 
by the exhibition of a pious example 
viUl exert a favorable influence on those 
around them. Others will read the 
bible, because their Christia,n friends 
read it; they will attend public worship, 
because their pious neighbors go; they 
will sympathize in a certain degree with 
serious people with whom they converse 
and are on terms of friendly intercourse. 
Thus,' on the mere principle of imitation 
men receive many important shades to 

their moral character from the example 
of piety which they dally behold. 

Such an example, however, will oper'
ate still more favorably to religion 
through the lovely traits of character 
which it exhibits. The attributes of 
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the Christian fully and clearly developed 
present the most interesting character 
that can be exhibited. For proof of 
this, I need only ask you to. look a t the 
character Qf Jesus Christ. That was 
a perfect character ,-the model of every 
excellence,-the pattern of every virtue. 
Contemplate the beautiful moral traits 
exhibited by hi:n. Behold the assem
blage of virtues that shone forth from 
his life. What eye is so blind as not to 
-see them? 

In the same degree in w hich those 
:traits a re exhibited by the humblest and 
:most obscure of hi s disciples, will they 
now be admired by all who behold them. 
The exhibition of moral excellences, 
seen and admired as they appear in the 
life of anyone of th e followers Qf J esuE', ' 
must carry convictiQn to the mind of the 
beholder of the value of the prin(:iples 
from which they spring, and which, in 
their practical tendency, produce effects 

,HO desirable. 

Such an example will, moreover, 
Qperate as a restraint upon the wid.ed. 
The consistent Christian wiI lcommand 
respect. As much as wicked men some-' 
times slander and abuse him ; as much 
as they profess to despise him i-if his 
deportment is such as it should be,-if 
he lives agreeably with his holy pro
fession, a lways exhibiting the spirit of 
the gospel in his conduct and con versa
ti on, they will honor and respect him. 
Their judgmen t and conscience are on 
his side. The very presence of such a 
man strikes the mind of the wicked with 
a kind of awe. The mouth of' the 
blasphemer is closed before him. The 
drunkard and reveller shrink away from 
his sight. The despiser of religion is 
abashed in his presence; for in him its 
excellency is seen. The life and con
verl!ation of the devoted Christian is a 
standing reproof to wicked' men. 

3. The cQntiuuance Qf gQod men in 
thi s wodd is desirable, in order that. by 
their piety, they may save it from the 
judgment of heaven. . These have been 
sent upon communities and nations ac
cording as wickedness has prvailed, 
where that wickedness has not been 
counteracted in its effects by the piety 
of good men. Why was the old \\-ode! 
destroyed by a flood! Because the wick
edness of men became so. great, and 
there was JlOt piety enQugh to aver t that 
terrible cala mity. \Vhy were SQdQm 
a'Dd GQ111Qrrah destrQyed by fire and 
brimstone ii'Qm the Lord Qut Qf heaven? 
Because the cry Qf their sin came up be
fQre God, and there w ere nQt ten right
eQns persons whose prayers might have 
saved them ti'om the impending de
structiQn. 

History records the infliction of 8evere 
judgments uPQn nations and communi
ties in more modern times. \Ve are --. 
not warranted in scripture that they 
were sent with a special design to 'pun
ish those natiQns and ('Qmlllunities foa' 
their sins, because there was not moral 
goodness enough to prev.ent it. But, 
from the analogy of God's dealings wit.h 
na tions in other times, we may thus 
judge. 

The principles, by which God regu
la tes his dealings with mankind a re the 
same in every age. Formerly, He pun
ished na tions for their wickedness, when 
there were not righteous men en ough 
to avert the evil , and spared them when 
there were. Why then may we not 
condude it is ~o now? 

There is wickedness enough in the 
world to procure its destruction. Why 
has it not been destroyed? Why has not 
God poured out upon the earth the via l 
of his wrath? Because the cries of his 
people have come up before him, and 
prevented. 'Were the last saint of God 
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removed to heaven, and the last breath 
of prayer spent, it seems to me, the 
world would not long survive. It must 
sink beneath the weight of its own 
iniquities. 

We sometimes read of battles and 
victories, and like others often ascribe 
them to the sllperior valor and genel'al
ship of those in whose favor the tide of 
battle turns. But we are liable to mis
judge. The race is not always to the 
swift, nor the battle to the strong. 
More commonly, the cause of success 
lies out of view. God is always the 
direct controlling Agent. How often is 
this forgotten. There are other secret 
agencies and influences such as the 
piety, and prayer~, and faith of Chris
tians. To these God hal' respect; and 
for the sake of' the sixty, the forty, the 
thirty, the twenty, and even thf> ten. 
He spares the city otherwise doomed to 
destruction. 

Alarming apprehensions sometimes 
eome over us, in regard to the future of 
our own country, and in view of the 
" impending crisis," we look around in 
amazement, and inquire, "Whence will 
help come ?" 

Talk we of patriotism-of wise leg
islation-of the expedients of states
men-of the intelligence of the people? 
Do we put our trust in wealth? the num
ber of our people, and our power, both 
by land and by sea? 'What is patriotism? 
What is wise legislation? What, the 
expedients of statemen? What, intelli
gence? What is wealth and power? 
'What are all of them combined without 
religion? Of one thing we IDay be sure 
-If religious principle goes down in 
our country, our free Institutions will 
go down with it. If the judgments of 
heaven are averted from our land, we 
shall o,ve it under God, to the faith, the 
piety and prayers of good IDen. 

4. The continuance of good men in 
this w,)rld is desirable, that they IDay 
exert an agency in promoting the inter
ests of Christ's kingrlom. God has re
vealed to us the fact, that He has great 
and glorious purposes to be accom
plished ; certain plans to be carried out, 
involving the highest iuterest of his peo
ple. But hO\I is this to be done? vVe 
know how it might be done. God, of 
his own pleasure, independent of any 
h umall agency, would wi th perfect ease 
accomplish all his stupendous designs. 

But he does not see fit to take this 
course. He chooses to make use of 
human instrumentality for this purpose. 
He calls men into his service, and per
mits them to ue co-workers with him
self in the upbuilding of Zion. How
ever desirable it might be for them to 
go at once to Heaven, and be with 
Christ; yet to the benevolent mind, it 
is also desirable to do something for the 
promotion of Christ's kingdom and the 
welfare of mem Although God could 
accomplish all his purposes without the 
lise of means, yet he never will. It 
should never be forgotten, that it is thro' 
human means this work is to be done. 
And who are to be employed as instru
ments? Are they those who have no 
heart for the work of the Lord. Some
times they are made the indirect means 
of promoting the interests of religion. 
But this is not the object of their labors 
and efforts. It does not absorb their 
desires and urge them on to action. 

We might ask here, where are those 
great plans originated which contem
plate the conversion and salvation of the 
world? W'ho are they, that contribute
of their substance for the spread of the 
gospel? Who are they, that use a direct 
influence to bring men to a knowledge 
of the truth? Are we not to seek an 
answer to these questions by a reference 
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to christians? Are they not the agents 
by whom the wh eels of benevolent effort. 
and Christian enterprize a re r olled for
ward? 

L et every good man, therefore, be 
taken from this world, and the mor,d 
machinery now in operation, by which 
so much has been done and more is 
promised, towards the conversion of the 
whole world to Christ, would at once 
stop. Who would be left to keep alive 
the benevolent societies now in exis· 
tence ? Who would sustain the Christian 
seminaries of learning in our land ? 
Who would give circulation to the bible ? 
Who would distl'ibute tracts? Who 
would maintain the Sabbath school,
that institution, blessed of heaven, which 
has done so much for the risin g genera
tion, and for the world? Whose heart , 
burning with love for souls, and with 
strong desires for the salvation of the 
heathen, would lead him to sacrifice 
home and country, and milch else that 
is dear of an earthly nature, that he 
might carry the light of the gospel to 
those who" sit in darkness and in the 
shadow of death 1" 'Who would pray for 
the success of missions, and by other 
means urge on the work of the world's 
conversion? Who' would there be to 
promote the CR use of temperance, or 
any of those objects of moral reform , 
80 dear to the Christian heart? These 
things would not be done, were there no 
good men on earth to do th em 1 

From the preceding views we learn , 
1st, What is the true mission of Chris
tians to this world. Their own ultimate 
saivation is not the only object for which 
they were brought into the kingdom, 
and for which they should labor. Other 
interests of vast moment are to be pro
moted in connection with that work of 
the spirit of God. Our Saviour has 
denominated his disciples the "salt of 

t.he earth, an d the light of the world. " 
And he prayed th a t they" might not be 
taken out of the world, but th at they 
might be kept from th e evil,' intimating. 
that for som(' important purpose, it was 
necessary th ey should have a dwelling
place OIl earth. If valuable purposes 
were to be answered by the continuance 
of the early disciples in this world, val --. 
uable purposes are to be answered by 
the cc·ntiuuRn ce of Christiam, in the 
world 110W. 

A nd th e same reasons which rende!" 
it r.eeclful why any Christians should 
live, r ender it needful for you to Iive. 
As Christians, you have much to do . 1t 
is for YOll to maintain the worship of 
God pure, to preserve true religion, to 
exhibit a pious example before men, one 
worthy of their imitation. It IS for you 
to illustrate before the world by a holy 
conversation the principles of the relig
ion you profess, so to live as to make 
it<! excellence appear . It is for you to 
offer prayer to God for .the conversion 
of your iellow men. It is for you t.o 
maintain the institutions of th e gospel; 
to Sllstain and carry forward Lhose plans 
of benevolence which contemplate the 
removal of the moral darkness which 
oversbadows the earth , and the ushering 
in of the light of day upon the world 1 
How great the work before you. H ow 
important the mission of' Christians to 
this world. 

2. The weakest and most obseure 
may be exerting an influence for good 
of which they are not aware. W e 
sometimes hear Christians who think 
they have outlived their usefulness , w on
dering why they are spared; and seeing 
nothing in this world which should cre
ate a wish in them to remain , they 
choose rather to depart. 

N ow such may altogether misjudge. 
It is certain , that if it were not needful 

L 
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, ior them to remain in the ,,,:,orld, God receive you to myself that where I am, 
would take them out of it; for, when there ye may be also." This is:said of 
he lla~ nothing more Tor his children to the very men, concerning whom Christ 
<do here, he removes them to another prayed, that they might not be taken 
sphere of activity. And besides; they out of the world. Tho' they were to 
may not be aware of the good of which remain here awhile, they were not to 
they lwe instrnmentai. Have they piety remain ...lways. Tbere is a moral fit
at heart? Are they the lovers of God? ness in the Divine a.rrangement in this 
Do they fear and worship Him? Do regard. Pious men art the subjeets of 
they pra,y? Then, they are doiug good. Christ's kingdom, and it is -"uitable that 
They are ,exerting a healthful moral they should be near him, and oohold 
.influence on all aboll t them. No mat- his glory. So then after having passed 
tel' how obscure, how unknown they are through their terrn of service and of 
to men. God regards their piety and discipline He, their Lord, comes and 
their prayers, and on their aCCOllnt he transfers them to .that blissful state, 
averts his judgments and sends down where tl.ey find every thing adapted to 
blessings upon men. . their purified and exalted natures. 

3. It is not intended, however, by One by one, they are called for; and 
anything said in this o.isoonrse, that this at Christ's bidding, go f"om earth and 
world is to be the everlasting home of e.nter apor. their reward in heaver... This 
good men. God hall prepm'ed better is accol'ding to the design of God in 
things for them than can be found ou their conversion. They are to be made 
'earth. Their eternal inheritan('e lies meet, that is, qualified or prepared, to 
beyond the limits of mortalit). In 01'- become partakers of the inheritance of 
der, tberefore, to enter upon the passes- the saints in light. There is a sense ill 
sion 0{ it, they must pass through the whiclt that iFlhel'itanceis to be possessed 
change which we caU" death." And,by Christ a:nd his people in co.mmon. 
from the beginning, God has thus .been They enjoy a joint heirship to. it. He 
taking them away from the w.orld, an.d is the first I,orn arnong many brethren.; 
introducing them to the rea:lities of and is not ashamed to call them breth
another, transferring them from earth reno Having had fellowship in suffer
to heaven. It i8 interesting to trace the ing, they will have fellowship in glory. 

long line of worthies who. have lived 4. The subject suggests the chief 
.and acted their several parts in the cause reason for mourning, when good men 
of trllth and righteousness, and, at die. It is not, on their OWIl account.. 
length, been dismis~edfrom service here, They make a happy exchange. Th~y 

and gone up to receive tf.eir reward on make a blessed exchange. They go to 
,high. This process is agreeable to the be with Christ in Heaven j and 
Divine plan, ·and will co.ntinue to go on "We should ill requite.them to constrain 

till the whole company of the redeemed Their unbound spirits into bonds again" 

shall be gathered illto heaven. Our It is not merely on account of' Chris
blessed Lord said to the sorrowing dis- tian friends who survive. I do not 
eiples, and the same is true in respect mean that such may not mourn, when 
to every good man, "I go to. prepare a Io.ved ones bid them adieu. How can 
place for yo.U j And if I go and prepare it be othel·wise. We should be want. 
a place for you. I will come again and ing in the co.mmon sensibilities of our 

38 
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nature, were all tender emotions sup
pressed, when (,-alled to dose the eyes 
of those who had been OUT bosom com
panions , the guardi ans and counsellor s 
of our youth, our daily associates in the 

common pUI'suits of jif~ , in rerigious 
duty, in those domestic and so6n l joys 
which had gladdened OUT h<.>arts by the 
way. It. would not be weTI to suppress 
the~ . J eSLTS mingled his tears with t:le 
tears of the mouTIJiug sisters at Beth-

It is true,their memories do not perish 
with their bodies'. They are cherished: 
in the "fFectiollate recollectioD of the' 
li ving. Thus, th<y ex !;)rt. a1l post-hum
0 1.8 influence henefi eial to survivors. 

But thei r presence is not feit in th e 
domestie and soeiaf circles , and in the 
still wirter r eTutions in w hid they had 

...moved. "Ve bear ClOt tl1eir voice lifte.:t 
up in pr1tyer, or the';r piO'lls expostula
tion with wrong-doer s , or in tones or 

ally. And then, too, the due indulgence appl'oval ao d enGouragement to thOSE: 
of such emotions has a good m{)]'al who do well. They miugle not with 
effect. "By the sadness of the coun- us in tbe devotiolls of the Sanctuary_ 
Lena.nce the heart is made be.tter ,: ' W~ The places which once knew them know 
Tea\'n how to sympa.thize wrth the sut- t11em no more. Look fo r them which, 
fering and are more ready to r elieye way we will, v{e find them not. A sense 
them. And yet, as deeply as we may of vacancy, of a loss , COlIl.es over UR 

T 

feel the temporary separation, .we. need, painful t.) the hear t. 
not recrret it over-much, for It IS but 

'" . . ktemporary. Soon mdeed , WIll OUT wor 
. . ' , . don eaTth be ended; and jf found l ea y, 

. .' . ' . 
we shalT then enJoy a happy re-umon 
with those who have pr~ceded us, on 

- .. . . ,
the shores of a blessed etermty . 

. 
~lIt the chief reason f(ll mourning 

when good men die is the fact , that Lheii' 

.. f) I f 
Truly, .1n Vle,v 0 t 1e remova 0 

rl' I L d 1: 

su ch , we uTay s,ay , "fie p, or, lorf:' f' 
the crodly man ceaseth; for the alth uf 
f iT Of t" h 'Idren of' men ,.
al rom among lle C I . , . .. 

Such cause of mourmng have thiS com
. . . f I d th f 

mumty m Vlew 0 tIe ea 0 some 
whose names ar e fraOTh-nt with worthy 
deeds, and wiTI long live in the gratefuI 

direct influence for good ceases to be r ecollect.ioIlof those who survive . They 
felt. Theil' removal is a loss to the 
'world. God has, indeed, a service for 
them in heaven ; they move, no doubt, 
in an enlarged sphere of usefulness, 
But their labors on earth hav~ end:d: 
The light of their example IS extlll 
o-uished. Their prayer s have ceased.° , 
Their endeavors to suppress VIce, t·) 
promote intelligence, morality and piety 
among men have closed. They a re not 
here as once they were, to encourage 

' . I h ' dby theil' couns€. 5, t ell' prayer s, an 
. h .their active co-operatlOn, t ose plOUS 
. .and benevolent euterpnzes which con

'1template he removal 0 f an those eVI S 

that afflict our race, and the estahlish
ment of righteousness and peace through 
,he world. 

were such as could in be spared; foJ' 
they were the friends and patrons of 
learning , morality and reIigion. W e 
might have prayed that, it it could have 
so pleased Gad, H e would not take them 
out of the world, bu t permit them stilI 
longer to remaiD among us. DOt for their 
own sake but for the sake of society . 
the churc11, and the world . 

. 1: 

Amoll'" the men whose mfluence lor
0 •• • 

goad has lon o- been felt ill thiS place, and° . 
whose removal must be deemed a publIc h . 
lOBS is th e venerable man who as Just . ' . 
bidden us adieu. . 

Judge Washburn was a descendant 
of a pious ancestry, and was early i~

structed i'n the doctrines and precepts of 

http:COlIl.es
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,.our holy religion. He was born in 
Leicester, Mass., Dec. 30, 1781, was 
.graduated at Dartmouth College in 1808. 
.Studied law in BDstou , and admitt,ed to 
!the Bar at the age of :28. III early life 
Jl e madL a public profession of f"ith in 
·Christ, arrd was ever the steac,[ilst fricnd 
'0f Religious institl"tiol1s . He was an as
.sociate and lover of \',il' e UJld g00d lllen 

His ideas of Po. civil governmcn t 
were those entertu,ined by Wv.,shington, 
Adam.s, an d other political worthies 
w hose memory posterity will never 
cease tlj honor. Of the grand princi
ples \II hich form the bv.,sis of our free 
j nstitutions, he W&~S m, unflinchin g advo
cate. To s how th e confidence reposed 
in him by the public, I need Duly refpr 
to the fact, tha t he occupied a place Oll 
j:he Bench and ill the Halls of Legisla
tion. Various other offices of trust 
were at different times committed to his 
.hands by his fell ow citizens: in all 
'which rela tions he demeaned himself 
with uprightness and integrity . H e was 
.a friend and patron of learn ing; and to 
him this community owe a debt of grat
itude , as the pril!cipa.l agent in procur
ing the chartering and establishment of 
Black River Academy; 3...11 ".instltutioD 
:that has done much in tra ining the 
young for positions of usefulness and 
respectability. 

From my first aequaintan(~e with the 
-deceased more than twenty years ago, I 
have ranked him among my true friends. 
And I regard it as a singular coinci
dence, that I officiated at the fun eral of 
his father, step-mother, two aunts, two 
cousins, an d a brother-in-Iaw-all, par
ishioners of my own; also, at the fun
eral of a brother, in Proctorsville; and 

. DOW at his own; and I feel a melan

choly pleasure in being present, a t his 
own par ticula r request, on this occasion, 

and paying this feeble tribute to' his 
memory . 

TO lHBMO URNERS : 

1 ca.unot forbear saying t<o these af
fli cted rela tives, it was with dee,p sorrow 
Il'eceived tJ.,e intelligence of the removal 
of this Husband, Farher, and Friend. 
The sympathies of my heart at once 
clustered around you, and my prayer 
wa.", and is, that you may enjoy the 
sustaining grace of G od. Precio us 
p rom ises are to those who like you are 
called to dr ink th e ClIp of sorww. A c
cept these promises, and derive frOID 
them the comfort they are desigued to 
impart. God spared your friend to a 
good old ag'e; and the Providence that 
took him away is as wise, and as much 
to be adorecl, as t.he Prov idence that 
cnntinued him to you S0 long. You. 
mourn his removal; but not "'s those 
who mourn without hope. 

If he had accomplished his rnissiDn to 
this world, it was as fit th.at he should 
leave it, as it was that he should remain 
in it, during the will of the Master; and 
the Christian spirit teaches you to Bay, 
in view of the loss you sUBtaiu, "The 
will of the Lord be done. " 

.May the good Lord support you un
der your bereavement, and prepare you 
for your own departure hence. 

This providence impresses a lesson on 
all our hearts, which alas, we are too 
slow to learn. 

M.ay w e not turn a deaf ear to the 
voice which now admoni&hes us . 

My beloved Friends-I need not re
mind you that we livl'. in a world of 
change, of sorrow, and of death. This 
truth has often been illustrated in your 
own experience; and it has found a 
lodging in the deep places of your own 
hearts; aud scarcely ever did I feel it 
more sensibly than to-day. 

~. 
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1. behold affecting manifestations ot it . therefore, have you to· trust in him. 
ill' the tear!! of sorrow-stricken surviv- : For, "He maketil wre, and biO'deth 
ors, who can teIl of SOIlS and daughters . . up; He woundeth, and His hands make 
brothers and sisters. fathers and mot.h- . whole." .. He shan deliver thee in six 
en, husbands and wives, whose pres- : troubles r yea, in seven, there shall no 
ence but lately blel>Ser/ their domestic ; evil touch tl].ee .'" ., He knoweth the; 
circles. :way that you take ;. and when He hath 

But, alas, their snn has found it:> set- i tried you, you shall come forth as goli..''' 
ting; and what a shadow has it cast. 
around those hearth-stones once made: REV. MR. BECKLb"Y'S FUNERAL 'amMON. 

cheerful by their presence. Mr. Foster preached the funeral ser-
When you recur to them now, your .mon of Rev. Hosea Beckley, the early 

thoughts do not take you to their own historian of Ver'mont. ,~ee Beckley, 
once happy homes on earth; but they l\1ausfield's History 'Of Dmrrmerston. 

gath..rr around the gloomy grave, where AiR FDST8R'S HI"TORY OF PUTNEY 

yOUI" own hands have laid them, and : . 12 . H 
. 

where Y01] have shed your tears, and 
sent forth your pl"ayers. 

But I come not to open anew the 
wound whicr. affiictior, hal> made; but 
rather to apply, if I may, the soothing 

d
f
O'ba1m. I come as a br'O tlier au d a nen. 0 0l o 'k . 

to express the sympathy I feel in your 
eorrows, and to re-assure you, that how
ever other relations call me away. I am 
still one of you takin'" a nart both in 

, to 1:'. d . . l' d 
Your JOYs an In your grlels ' an to' 
speak t'O you those words of holy com
fort with which the blessed Master has 
taught us to ('omfott one another in our 
distress. 

Let me say , then, though the loved 

ones who wel"e once with you are now 
sTeeping the sleep of death, they have 
not lost their conscious being. It is the 
body only that dies. The spirit lives 
in its disembodied state, far beyond the 
ins of mortality; awaiting the resur

. rection morn, when their now lifeless 
forms shall be restored and reproduced, 
and made spiritual and immortal, like 
unto Christ's glorious body. 

And to you, in this time of your sor
row, God says, ., I am thy shield, and 
thy exceeding great reward." 

Although beloved friends leave you, 
He never does. How much reason, 

.was WrItten some years S1ncao e 
reviewed it during the past year. Re. 
turning the Mso, Apr. 10, 1884, he, in 
his letter, stat<=!5 : 

"It is mostly the same as J had be
fore sen~ {,Oll. There .are some changes: 
and a ddItIOns, you WIll und~rstand o It. 
18 your pnvl 1ge to rna e allV correctlOD$ 
you please" . 

An admission whiCh comes so grace
fully from a good writer, an editor can 
hardly find it in his hean to Cllt that. 

, d i\I F 'h' man s paper own. r r. oster s ISto
. . d ry, as the Wl"Itel' every way mente. 

ha~ been a;; fully given as it came. 
One of the chief additions in the re

vision was the extensive list of deaths
of the old people, of Putney, which is. 
we believe. the largest one any histori
an for ilis town in the State, has fllro
isbed, as yet: and he had the satisfac
tion before his death, at least to know 
his Town had given for their History 
to the' GazetteI' the largest suhseription 
that has ever been given by any town. 
exceeding even that of Montpelier for her 
History. W e are proud of Putney; he 
must have been, more than we. 

A FEW NOTES FROM LAST LETTERS: 

May 19th. 
* * ;;. '" As I was expeeting to leave 

town for the summer, I waR desirous of 
expressing my heartfelt thankfulness for 
the many manifestations of your kind
ness and good-will during the years of 
our acquainta,nce, and also, my earnest 

, 
" 
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desires for your prosperity in complete
ing the worthy object you have in view. 
* * Mr. Mausfield [Emery] informs me 
he has obtained 300 names. [Since Mr. 
Foster's death the list has risen to 350.] 

" Be assured of my kind regards and 
best wishes. I have always been interest
ed in the work on your hands." 

June, 11th. * * * thank you for some 
of the Dummerston prff's. It would be a 
real pleasure to me if 1 could help you as 
Mr. Mansfield does. lnform me, if I can 
be of any help to you in your impor
tant work." 

July 15th. * * * Perhaps you consid
er it not necessary to send the proofs; if 
so all right." [All was right with him.] 

Later, on his last finished paper - of 
Nathan Sargeant, "It is very difficult 
gathering facts, concerning former gen
tions; the early acquaintances are near
ly all gone. " 

Aug. 18th. * • * After my return to 
Putney, r will have ample time to assist 
y011 all that will be necessa.ry. * * The 
Lord bless you and give you health and 
strength for the work in your hands. " 

Sept. 8th.: Still at work. "I will 
soon send a ~hort account of the Hon. 
John !S oyes, who for several year~ was 
a pr.)minem citizen of Putney." This, 
he proposed for his last paper; but did 
1I0t live to finish and send it. 

Two more letters: the next is touch
ing. He was gratified at last to see his 
town entered in press. He read, correct
ed well, and returned the first 8 pages, 
the second 8, corrected, but did not re
turn as the first; calling for them, we 
recei ved them and the following letter : 

* * * I ollght to have sent t:1e inclos
ed before; but I had put them away in 
a safe place, and they were entirely for
gotten. Please, pardon my neglect and 
other faults of myoId age." 

Mr. Foster's last letter, probably, he 
ever penned, just a week before he died: 

" Friday morning - Please excuse, 
my neglect. I have been quite unwell, 
most of the week, and unable to attend 
to any secular business. I now sit up, 
but little. - A. F. " 

THE FUNERAL 

was from the church, where he had 

preached so many times; a town was 
his mourners; the church was draped; 
the services impressive; among the rel
ative mourners were Rev. Dr. Grout, 
hi~ son-in-law, and Rev. Mr. Foster, 
his nephew, whose installation sermon 
he had preached. Rev. Dr Stevens 
of West 'Westminster, whose parish 
and Mr. FostC'r's had lain so many years 
side by side, spoke very feelingly in the 
funeral. lVIr.Mansfield of Dummerston, 
first to give us an accouut of the funer~ 
ai, Historian of the Town where Mr. 
FORter's brother preached twenty years, 
says: "Mr. Foster was a beloved friend 
of the people here in Dummerston, as 
well as in Putney. He was one Qf the 
best men I ever knew. It is certll.inly to 
bt' lamented, he diu not live to see the 
Putney History printed * * The last in
terview I had ,,,ith him was in reference 
to Putney History. He spoke highly of 
you, and was confident Putney History 
would certainly be pl:inted. I n.ention, 
this, so many despaired of ever seeing 
either Dummerstor or Putney printed." 

And, it had been doubtful, but for the 
happy faith and help of these two most 
firm friends, in the tW0 last, hard years 
for our local history and us: Mr Foster 
was a personal and literary friend of 25 
years standing, or more; when' the loss
es on Vol. IV. came upon us, he doub. 
led his own subscription and bent to the 
work of completing hi~ history; - "died 
in the harness," past the middle line of 
his 88th year. His daughters write,
Mrs. Grout: " I write in behalf of my 
Father, sitting by his sick-bed. He wish
8e me to day to you he has looked over 
the Ms. and finds you have already cor
rected the few errors, he found. * .:if '" 1 
regret to say Father is very sick, and 
we fear, failing fast. * * He wishes me 
to say it will be useless for you to de
pend upon him any longer as his health 
is so poor. This is how he puts it. [It 
was the first time he ever said he eould 
not help, 4 days before he died. Mrs. G. 
continues:] The dear man is "all ripe 
for the harvest, and I think that he longs 
to joiu our precious Mother in that bet
ter world..:If * If there are any questions 
you wish to ask Father in regard to the 
history, I will endeavor to get as satis

http:necessa.ry
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factory answers as possable iri his weak 
s ta te. " Such were thi/; kind family . 

LETTER OF MRS. JONES, 

who being requested has also sent a me
morial r ecord of Rev. .Mr. Foster,s 
family which follows the letter for w'ch 

we have. o~ly ro~m n.ow for ~x.t:·acts. Iby Re,:. L evi H: St?ne, A~r. 16, 1866 . 
Speakm" of his death-b.ed. I ~hall . No chIldren; dIed 111 Gratton, Oct. 5, 

neve.r forget the ",weet smIle that hght- : 1869. 
ed hIs countenance, as he called us each j Geor<TeChampion bam AnI'. 100 1836 
b d . k' d I " 'r " y name an gave us a partmg ISS, an ,married Teresa 1\1. Howe in Acworth 
said" I love you ~.dl alike." This was , by R cv . • J. L. Merrill, JU;le 20, j 1866: 
a few momcnts before he passed away .. tour children three liv ino" residence 

0D ea r preciou~ Father! with his 5weet ¥ITest Medford Mass. , , 

and loviug life , much of brightness has Cl ;1 S 'I b S 2'" 1838'
1Y0ne fI'ODl 0 I ' , B t h h d h' laI es amue, orl1, ept. D, , 
o ur Ives . 11, e a IS . d HIM Bl k' l\ ,~ d 
bea t 's de . h d' d' tl h h marne anna 1 1'. ac In ~nen ota,r SIre - e Ie m Ie orne e ,

d d Ill., by R ev. H. S. Weller, Jan. 11,so de I L' ar y 10vee,1 an d I las loun our ear r. " . . 
l\ ,r tll e I on ltd I I d d 18,2: two children j resIdence, Ene, Pa. 
~VJ.. o r, w 1 1 Ie se en er y ove an 
deeply mourned. ,; ...", I love to think I HENRY D. J'-OSTER.-LUDLOW GAZETTE. 

of them in that bright world. iF * A pre- t * * .* Young Foster, although always 
cious legacy th ey have left us in their, of a frail constitution was fitted for col
,pure lives, th eir love and their prayers. Ijege and entered at Middlebury in J852, 
'When I wrote you from Putney, J did I and graduated 1856, being a classmate 
'not think tha t Fath er would pass away. of R ev. C. 'V. Wheaton , D. D., now 
so soon. * *' His in terest in the Gazet- IBishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
teer continued to the las t. H e often ask- I church of Nevada and Han. Allen 
ed if I had written to you and told you ; Tenney, late Secretary of tbe State of 
wh y he did not write. It would have t New Hampshire, and Rev. (,harles N . 
been an unspeakable pleasure to him to , Mead ofAnuoverTheological Seminary. 

Frances Jane, born :Th'lay 3,1832. mar
ried R ev. H. M. Grout in Ludlow by 
R ev . A. Foster, Sept. 7, 1854. three 
ehildren , two living; residence Concorri, 
M ass . 

H enry Dwight, born April 4, 1834 , 
married Luvia L. Carpenter in Pawlet, 

?ave seen your work cOIIlpleted ; espec
lally to have seen th e Hlstory of Put
ney; for e".erything however trifling, 
c( nnected WIth that place, touched a ten
del' cord in his kind and loving heart." 

MEMORIAL RECORD 

CHILDREN: Of R ev. Amos and 
Harriet Amelia Foster. 

Harriet Eliza , born, May, 27, 1826, 
m arried James Crawford, in Putney by 
R ev . A. Foster, July 17, 1852 j five 
children, two living ; r esidence, Putney 

Broughton White, born Sept. 7, 1828 
married lV1ary S. Sutton, in Columbia 
N. C., May 3,1852. five children j three 
living; died iT, Plymouth, N. C. N ov. 
26, 1867. 
Ellen Maria, born Oct. 1, 1830 , mar

ried Simon Jones of Boston, in Ludlow, 
by R ev. A. Foster, Nov. 3, 1853, one 
son ( with Jordan, :!\'1arsh & Co. Bostoll) 
r esidence, Natick, Mass. Mr. Jones died 
M ay 11, 1864. 

H e maintained an honorary position 
in his class and oTaduated with honor. 
His social qualities made him a great 
favorite with his fellow students and all ! 
who had the pleasure , of his acquaint
ance. After his gradua tion he taught 
for a short time but finally settled in Sul
livan County, N ew H ampshire, where 
he held the office of County R egi"ter 
for about five years, and was a very 
popular officer. H e a lso had the office 
of Trial Justice in said County for sev
eral years and tried a large number of 
cases displaying much clearness of judg
ment and a great love of Justice j after 
retiring from the office of R egister in 
Sullivan county, he removed to "Ver
mont and became for a time the editor 
of the Gazette, (published at Ludlow.) 

[We regre to retrench, a tribute to his 
talent as a writer, but we wish to close 
on this page, also, he and the Gazette 
will re-appear in the Ludlow History . 
How beautiful ! that they who a re dead 
may re-appear in history. 

t-
f 
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VERNON. 

BY A. H. WASHBURN, ESQ., 

• AND HIS WIPE, 

LUCINDA W. B. WASHBURN. 

The Town that Claims the Oldest Charter in the State-Whose Second 


Centennial Anniversary was Aug. 13, 1872. 


VERNON. 

SQUAKHEAG PROVINCE. 

A township, ineluding a part of 
Vernon named Squakheag, Prov
ince of Massachusetts Bay, was 
granted in the year 1672. A deed 
was given* by four Indians of the 
place to Willia,m Clark and John 
King, agents for the proprietors of 
Northfield, Aug. 13, 1687. 

FALL TOWN, 

was granted.t June, 1736, by the 
Provincial Legislature of Matisachu
setts, on petition of Samuel Hunt 
(son of Samuel Hunt who was in the 
Falls fight) and others of Billerica, 
Mass., for services rendered at the 
battle and sixty years after the bat
tle of Turner's Falls. 

On surveying the north line of 
Massachusetts in 1763, it was found, 
about half a mile in width belonged 
to New Hampshire, l10W Vernon, 
taking abou t 3 miles from the own
ers of Fall Town township. 

VERNON INCLUDED IN HINSDALE. 

Hinsdale, Oheshire 00. was charter
ed Sept. 5, 1753, by Benning Went
worth, Provincial Governor, which 

'See Barber's Historical Collections. p. 265. 
tSee Centennial Addresses by Lt. Gov. Henry

W. Cusbman at Barnardstoll. Mass. 

included a part of Vernon. The 
charter was altered, or another issu
ed, Sept. 26,1753. The inhabitants 
manifested their disapprobation and 
the King, on the 19th of March, 
1768, re-established the Oounty of 
Oum berland by letters patent, under 
the great seal of the Province of 
New York,again changing its limits. 
By act of Legislature of New York,. 
passed Mar 24, 1772, the boundaries 
were again changed. 

UNITY COUNTY-CUMBERLAND. 

April 1, 1775, other alterations 
were made. At the first session of 
the General ' Assembly of Vermont, 
Mal'. 4, 1778, divided into two· 
counties, that on the east side of the 
Green Mountains called Unity 
county, being Gloucester and Oum
berland counties. This latter name 
was chauged on the 21st of the 
same month, and that of Oumber
land was substitued. 

FOUR CLAIMS BEFORE CONGRESS. 

In 1779, four differen t claims 
were before Congress, to the same 
tract of country (now Vernon) Ver
mont, New Hampshire, Massachu
setts and New York. Sept. 27, 
17S0, Oongress took und er considera
tion the settlement of the New 
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Hampshire grants. 'fhe inhabitants I 
a'esidiug in the western portion of 
-New Hampshire expressed a wish to 
,be received into Vermont. Another 
J:plroposition was at the same time re
·ceived from them which made the 
llal!ld :into towns, rendering this 
iJH:insdale, Oumberland 00., Ver
:mont, although still claimed by New 
York. 

Vermont* was claimed, anciently, 
both by the Province of New Hamp
shire and that of New York. The 
Governor of New Hampshire be
gan to make grants in 1749. A 
violent contest ensued between the 
two Provinces, whch was not settled 
tiH1764, when it was decided by 
the King of England in favor of 
New York. Oonnecticut river west 
bank to be the western boundary of 
New Hampshire,t Decree of George 
the lIL, July 20, 1764. So Hins
dale west part was Hinsdale, Ver
mont, and so remained until1S02, 
when it was Vernon. 

By act of Legislature! of New 
York, the boundaries of Oumber
land 00. were established .J uly 3, 
1766, including a part of Vernon. 
June :l6, 1767, the King disallowed 
and declared void, the previously 
established boundaries, and the 
Governor of New York was ordered 
to act in accordance with the decis
ion; New York adherents, residing 
lin Oumberland and Gloucester 
Oounties. Oct. 1, 17S0, a union 
was effected, and again dissolved, 
Peb. 23, 17S2. 

WINDHAU COUNTY FORMED. 

By act of General Assembly of 
Vermont, Feb. 17S1, the county of 
Oumberland was subdivided into 
countiefl of Windham, Windsor and 
Orange. Feb. 19, 17S1, by act of 
General Assembly, Windham Oounty 
was divided into half shires called 
Westmiuflter and Marlborough, and 
the courts were held alternately in 
the shire towns of the same name. 

*Hil,ll's History of Vermont. 

tThompson's Vermont. 

t See Hall's History of Eastern Vermont. 


Vernon is situated in the south
east corner of the state. 

PHINEAS UUNNS' SURVEY. 

The boundary of the town from 
Phineas Munn's survey, 1777, Fall 
Town Gore being on parchment: 
Beginning at the northeast corner 
on the west bank of Oonnecticut 
river at the mouth of a small brook, 
called Venter's brook, near the south 
end of Dummer meadow, about one
half mile south of Mr. Brooks~ 
house, the si te of old Fort Dummer; 
thence, W. 10 deg. N. on Brattle
boro' south line, 224 4-10 rods to 
the northwest comer: thence S. 10 
deg. W. on Guilford east line 1972 
3-10 rods to the sou thwest corner: 
thence E. 10 deg. S. on Massachu
setts state line and N: line of Bern
ardston and Northfield 1692 rods 
to the southeast corner on the 
west bank of Connecticut river: Ithence northerly following the west 
ban k of the river and west line of J 
Hinsdale, N. H., to the place of be
ginning. 

The average width of the town is 
about three miles and it contains lS 
square miles and lOS acres. 

It joins Bernardston 792 rods and 
Northfield 800 rods. A straight 
line drawn from the southeast to 
the northeast cornel', is 2404 rods or 
7 1-2 miles; 4 rods in length, and 
crosses the river 4 times and divides 
the land into two nearly equal partfl 
between the two towns, giving to 
Vernon all south of Stebbins (form
erly Oarey's) island and nearly all 
north to Hinsdale. Richard Hazen's 
survey in February and March,1741, 
cut it off after remaining a part of 
Northfield 69 or Sl years, till char
tered by New Hampshire, Sept. 5, 
1753. 

It was called Northfield 69 years; 
Bridgman's Fort 12 years; Hinsdale 
49 years; then Vemon to the pres
ent time. 

By diversity of claims and lines, 
Vernon has successively been in 
Northfield, Hampshire 00., Mass. , 
Hinsdale, Oheshire 00., N. H., Hill8
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dale, Oumberland 00., N. Y., Hins
dale, Windham 00., Vt., and since 
1802, it hag been called Vernon, 
Wind am 00., Vt. In that year the 
voters in town instructed their rep
resentativ e, Jonathan Hunt, to name 
this town Huntstown; but at the 
suggestion of his wife it was incor
porated by the name of Vernon. * 

PYNOHON-SQUAKHEAG. 

In 1672, a township was granted to 
John Pynchon, a MI'. Pearson and 
other associates at Squakheag, now 
Northfield, Mass., and the following 
year a few people from Northamp
ton, Hadley and Hatfield commenced 
a plantation at that place. 

The township was laid ont on both 
sides of the river and included an 
area of ti miles by 12, extending sev
eral miles into the present States of 
New Hampshire and Vermont, in
cluding It valuable tract of interval 
land. The uorthern boundary of 
Massachusetts Wag then unknown, 

,- but the grant was supposed to be 
within the limits of the Province. 
A deed to William Olark and John 
King of Northampton, agents for 
the proprietors of Northfield, cover
ing the grant, was made Aug. 13, 
1687, by Nawelet Gongegua, As
piambelet Addarawansetand Megan
ichcha-Indians of the place, in con
sideration of 200 fathoms of Wam
pum and £57 value of trading goods. 
It was signed with the marks of the 
grantors and witnessed by Jonathan 
Hunt (Grandfather of Lieut. Gov. 
Hunt of Vermont) Preserved Clap, 
William Olark, Jr. , Peter J ethro, 
Joseph Atherton and Israel Ohaun
cy·t

In June, 1736, the GeneralOourt 
of Massachusetts, J . Belcher, Gov
ernor, granted Fall Town to the sol
diers and their descendants, who 
fought the Indians May 18, 1676, at 
Turner's Falls, Gill, Mass.; hence its 
name. It extended north into Ver
nOh as far as Northfield did. 

• A pleasant change to a very fair name; and 
the only town in the State, we now remember, 
named by a lady.-Ed. 

1'See Barber's Historical collections. 

The name of Fall Town was 
changed to Bernardstown, Mass., in 
1764. 'l'he part in Vernon, west of 
Northfield old line, was called Fall 
'l'own Gore, and north of this was 
called Hinsdale Gore. Fall 'Town, 
Fall Town Gore and Hinsdale Gore 
were all allotted and surveyed by 
Phineas Munn. 

ORIGINAL PROPRIETORS 

OF TH E WEST PART OF VERNON . 

"Know all men by th ese presents, 
that I, Orlando Bridgman of Hins
dale in the Oounty of Oumberland 
and State of New York, Gent'm, for 
and in consideration of the sum of 
five pounds current money of said 
New York to me in hand paid before 
the delivery hereof, by Jonathan 
Hunt and Arad Hunt both of Hins
daie aforesaid Husbandmen, have 
remised released and forever quit 
claim and herebv remise release and 
forever quit clai~ unto the said Jon
athan and Arad their hei rs and as
signs forever, all my right, title 
claim, interest, property, estate and 
demand of in and unto the said J on
athan and Arad their heirs and as
signs forever all my right title claim 
interest property estate and demand 
of in and unto all that tract or par
cel of land lying in said Hinsdale 
(now Vernon) on the wes t side of 
Oonnecticut river which was granted 
by tbe charter of said Hinsdale Sept. 
5, 1753, under the seal of the Prov
ince of New Hampshire to Fourteen 
Proprietors who lived within the 
Province of New Hampshire at the 
time said charter was given, viz: 
Ebenezer Hinsdale, Orlando Bridg
man, Benoni Wright, Robert Oooper, 
Oaleb Howe, Daniel Shattuck (now 
deceased) John Sargent's Heirs, Pe
ter Evans, Samuel Burr, John Evans, 
Hezekiah Elmore, Joseph Stebbins 
and Moses Belding, which land has 
since been surveyed and allotted and 
planned by Phineas Munn, Survey
or. To have and to hold the said 
remised and released premises with 
all the appurtenances to them the 
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said'Jonathan Hunt and Arad Hunt 
their Heirs and assigns forever to 
their sole use, benefit and behoof, 
so that I the said Orlando Bridgman 
from my right, title, interest re
claims, challenge or demand of or 
unto the premises shall hereby for
ever be excluded, precluded and de
barred. And I the said Orlando 
Bridgman do covenant to and with 
the said Jonathan and Arad Hunt, 
their heirs and assigns, against the 
lawfLd claims of any person or per
sons, claiming under me, my heirs, 
or I::)amuel BL1I'l', one of the fourteen 
Proprietors before mentioned. In 
witness whereof, I the said Orlando 
Bridgman have hereunto set roy 
hand and seal this twenty-sixth day 
of May, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand seven hundr('d and seven
ty-seven. 

ORLANDO BRIDGMAN, [L. S.] 
Signed, sealed and delivered in the 

presence of 
DAN'L JONES, 
OALEB LYMAN 

. 
Windham 00., ss. } June Hi, 1795. 

Personally apl'eared Orlando 
Briagman, subscribed to the within 
written inst\"l1ment and acknowl
edged the same to be his free act and 
deed, before me. 

JOHN BRIDGMA.N, J L1stice Peace. 

The above is a true copy taken 
from the original and recorded De
cember ye 25, 1795. 

Attest, JOHN BRIDGMAN, 
Town Olerk. 

(Oopy from Vel'Don Town Records.) 
This township contains some good 

allu vial meadows, a propol·tion of 
pine, plain land, and some rough 
and rocky mountains. Some of the 
hillsides are susceptible of high cul
tivation and upon them are some 
fine farms. There was originally, a 
heavy growth of timber, a large part 
of which ha.s been cut down, and in 
many places a second growth has 
sprung up. 

MINERALS. 

In the west part of the town, there 
are large quantities of argillite slate, 
though it has not been extensively 
quarried. In the northwest part, 
glass sandstone abounds; large 
quantities of which have been car
ried to Warwick, Mass" and Keene, 
N.H. 

W A.TER-MARKS. 

The Oonnecticut River (the Quon
ekticut of the Indians and which in 
their language means long river) 
forms the eastern boundary. At 
the spring freshets it frequently rises 
30 feet above low water-mark. In 
1763 it was 37 1-2 feet. At this 
time, Lower Salmon Brnok was 
higher than ever known, and the 
embankment on the north side of 
the mill-pond gave way beside two 
dams above, and thousands of tons 
of earth were washed tl~rough t~e 
meadow bel~'~. Sept. 0, 18~8, lt 
was 32 feet, 6 mches. In Apnl 27,

11854, the Oonnecticut River was 34 
feet above I?w water-mark after a 
foul' days' ram. Feb. 20, 1857, the 
ice dammed the river at Rock Island, 
and the water stood 35 feet. Apr. 
12, 1862, no rain had fallen, but 
from 3 to 4 feet of sno IV mel ting by 
the sun, the river reached the same 
height as 99 years before, 371-2 feet. 
Oct. 4,1869, 81-2inches of rain had 
fallen and the ri vel' was 35 feet from 
low water mark In Sept. 1870, it 
was 37 1-2 feet below high water 
mark, 2 feet more than usual, being 
2 feet, 2 inches, below the top of a 
boulder with a fi ssure in it, lying in 
the small eddy a few rods below the 
mouth of Lowel' Salmon Brook. 

The reason for the great rise of 
the river in Vernon, mOl'fnhan above 
e>r below, is, undoubtedly, that it is 
at the foot of swift water. Between 
Brattleboro and Vernon, a distance 
of 7 miles, the river has a fall of 13 
feBt, and yet the track of the rail
road that passes through Vernon is 
70 feet higher i;l,t the middle of the 
town than at Brattleboro. 
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OLD FISHING-PLA CES. 

Salmon and shad were formerly 
abundant in the waters of the Con
nec ticu t RiYer in this vicinity, and 
furnished food to the earl v settlers. 
The two best fishing pl aces were at 
Rock Isl and and at the foot of Steb
bins Island. 

COOPER'S POINT. 

Conn ecticu t Ri ver for abou t three
fourths of a mile above and below 
the middle of the town has been 
forming almost a complete circle of 
70 or 80 rods in diameter, called 
Cooper's Point, which belongs to 
Hinsdale, N. H. Accordin g to a 
recent survey by John Stebbins, 
Esq. , the river on the west side of 
this Point ill high water, is only 12 
rods 6 feet distan ce across the pen
insular at the narrowest place, where 
for several rods the current of the 
river runs almost exactly north and 
then resumes its general sOlltherly 
direction. 

PRIN CIPAL STREAMS. 

Broad Brook, Upper and Lower 
Salmon Brook, Island Meadow 
Brook, and Belding's Brook are the 
principal streams, and all are small. 

LILY POND, 

in th e westerly part of the town , 
covers about 100 ac res. Pickerel , 
pout, and some other fi sh are found 
in its waters. 

THE POOL. 

(so called) is a mineral spring, on 
the land of Alonzo Stebbins, form
erly owned by Ensign Sctmuel Strat
ton, was occasionally used by some 
of the earl y inhabitants, and consid
ered beneficial in scrofulous and 
cutctneous diseasee. By request of 
John Stebbins, Esq., some of its 
waters were analyzed in 1851, by C. 
H. Hitchcock, Vermont State Chem
ist. He called it a compound chaly
beate, con taining carbonic acid, sul
phuretted hydrogen, per oxide of 
iron and a bare trace of lime. The 
spring is of the same nature as the 

noted springs of N ewbnrg, vVilliams
town, and in other parts of the state. 

FORTS. 

Sartwell's F ort was built in 1737, 
by Josiah Sar twell. It was situ ated 
nearly opposite Fort Hinsd ale in 
Hinsdale, N. H., about two miles 
south of Fort Dummer in the south
east part of Brattleboro, and about 
three miles north of the presen t cen
tre ofthe town of Vernon. Its walls 
were of hewn timber with a hewn 
plank outside door (the door is still 
preserved). I t covered an area of 
almost 38x20 feet and was a story 
and a half high. At the top of the 
first story, the tim bel's projected 
aboll t three-fourths of their thich
ness, so that port-h oles, over the 
door and elsewhere, were con venient
ly made from whi ch those within 
were enabled to fire down UpOD their 
assail an ts. 

The public road ran east of it. It 
was taken down in 1837, having 
stood 99 years. Some of the tim
bers, being sound, were pu t into a 
new house, erected 011 the si te of the 
old fort, and occupied by the late 
Hon. E benezer Howe, (a great, 
great, grandson of Josiah Sartwell 
and a great grand son of Caleb Howe 
who was . killed by the Indians in 
1755,) and which is still occupied by 
descendants of Mrs. Jemima Howe 
and owned by two young men, 
George Ebenezer (son of George) 
and Wan en Maynard (son of Arad ) 
grandsons of Hon. Ebenezer Howe, 
and great , great, great, great, grand
S011S of Josiah Sartwell, or the 7th 
generation. 

Bridgman's Fort was of similar 
constru ction and was probably built 
the same year by Orlando Bridg
man. It was situated on the east 
side of the road, one-half mile south 
of Sartwell's Fort, and with the ex
ception of Fort Dummer was the 
only place picketed and consid ered 
secllre in that vicinity. J nne 24, 
1746, a party of 20 Indians burned 
the fort and killed'" William Rob

'See Hoyt's Indian Wars , page 230. 
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bins and James Parker while work- I chose a favorable spot on the west 
ing in a meadow near Bridgman's 
Fort; wounded Michael Gilson and 
Patrick Roy and took John Beeman 
and Daniel Howe prisoners, but not 
until the latter had killed one of his 
captors. It was soon afterward re
built and strongly picketed. 

In 1755 another attack was made 
by the Indians, who killed several, 
and captured three families, viz: 
Mrs. Jemima Howe and her 'I child
ren, Mrs. Submit Grout and her 3 
children and Mrs. Eunice Gaffield 
and her daughter, 14 persons in all. 
After plundering and firing the 
place, they proceeded north with 
their captives. 

Aug. 20, 1756, Capt. .Joseph Steb
bins of Hinsdale (now Vernon) and 
two children, Tabitha and Efijah, 
were harvesting wheat upon his 
farm on the plain above the meadow, 
when they were surprised by the 
Indians and would have been taken, 
had not his brother Zebediah and 
Reuben Wright come along and dis
covered the savages. The Ind ians 
fired upon the two men, wonnding 
Wrio'ht, and the party at work fled. 
An fndian skeleton was found, Aug. 
1869, bnried near the side of the old 
Stebbins road on the border of the 
brook on landof Geo. M. Lee, and 
from its near proximity to the place 

bank of the river, within the pres
ent town of Vernon. Here they lay 
until morning when they discovered 
the Indians coming up the river 
near the opposite bank with the cap
tured lads in two canoes. The 
whole party gave the Indians an un
expected fire, by which one was 

~wounded. The others with one of 
the lads leaped from the canoes and 
gained the shore. The Indians then 
attempted to kill the lads, but re
ceiving another well-directed fire, 
they fell back, and the lad on the 
shore joined his companion in the 
canoe and both escaped across the 
river to their deliverers. Five or six 
of the party then embarked with the 
design of seizing th e other canoe 
which had lodged on an island a lit
tIe helow. Two Indians, who lay se
creted below, fired and killed 
Nathaniel Pomeroy, one of the 
party. The Indians then retired 
into the woods and the English re
turned to Deerfield. The island was 
called Pomeroy's Island. 

The first settlers of Vernon were' 
from Northampton and Northfield, 
:Mass. They suffered all the discour
agements and horrors incident to 
frontier location and Indian wars 
and barbarities. For many years the 
inhabitants resided in forts and 

where the Indian fell, and at the labored in armed companies from 
time as they tracked the Indian by 
blood a short distance, it is probably 
the one shot by Zebediah Stebbins. 
The bones immediately crumbled on 
exposure to the air, having been 
burieu 115 years. Several bUl>hels 
of stones were used in walling the 
sides of the resting place where the 
skeleton was found deposited. 

In .July, 1698, a small party of In
dians killed a man and a boy in Hat-
field meadow on Connecticut River, 
and captured two lads, Samuel Dick
inson and Charley. They put them 
on board of canoes and proceeded 
up the river. The intelligence there
of being received at Deerfield, 13 
miles above, 12 men were detached 
from that place to intercept them. 
Advancing about 20 miles, they 

farm to farm. But with all their 
care and prudence they were sub
ject to frequent incursions of the 
Indians and were several times 
driven back with the settlers of 
Hinsdale and Northfield, alarmed 
by the fight at Beers Plain, in the 
destruction at Deerfield, and Tur
ner's contest with the Indians at the 
Falls which bear his name. 

MEETING HOUSES. 

The first church was built in 1802, 
WI' the use of the Congregationalists 
and Baptists, .each society to have 
the privilege of occupying at altern
ate months. It was situated on a 
hill between Upper and Lower Sal
mon brooks,and from it there was a 
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fine view of the river, isl ands and 
adjacent country for many miles. 
To defray the expense of building, a 
tax of 10 cents on a dollar on the 
grand list of the town was assessed. 
The building committee were Arad 
Hunt, Timothy Bascom, Isaac John
son, Isaac Pratt and Daniel Goss. 

tend duties statedly in 1815, and re
sided in the town until Jan. 1825. 

Rev. T. F., Unitarian Congrega
tional, began to preach one-fourth 
of the time in 1825, and afterward 
by himself or others, half of the
time for about 20 years. 

Rev. Charles Woodhouse began to 
Total cost of building and painting preach in 1836, and preached a 
was about $1050. The dedication Ifourth of the time for 7 years. Rev. 
sermon was wI'itten by Rev. Bunker Mr. W., Universalist. Eld. David 
Gay of Hinsdale, N. H., but owing Newman was Baptist. 
to necessary absence, it was deliver-
eel by Rev. M:r. vVooel of Chester
field, N. H. In 1844, the house 
was sold at auction for $160. 

A second church was built about 
one-foUl'th of a mile east of the first 
by the Unitarian and Universalist 
societies, each to have the privilege 
of occupying it one-half of the time. 
Building committee:Marshall Whit· 
hed, Jams F. Burrows, A. H.Wash
burn and Elijah Stebbins. It was 
raised in 1844, finished in 1845, and 
cost $3300. Capt. Elijah Stebbins, 
Marshall Whithed, and Mrs. SaUy 
Hunt, widow of Araa Hunt, Esq., 
gave a bell. The names of the don
ors are cas t upon it. 

THE ADVE NT CHAPEL 

was built in 1860. Located about 
one mile south of the middle of the 
town on the south or city road. 
Funds were raised by subscription 
and it cost about $1000. Preaching 
has been held there most of the time 
with a good attendance. 

CLERGYMEN. 

Rev. Bunker Gay (England) 
Trini tarian,began to preach in1763, 
and continued about 40 years. 

Elder Simeon Combs began to 
preach in 1804. 

Elder Choate began to preach III 

1804. 
Eld. Snow began to preach in 1805. 

" Levi Hodge " 1805. 
" David Newman" 1806. 
" Moses Goodwin " 1809. 
" Wm. Riddle " 1810. 

Eld. David Newman began to at-

Rev. Wm. S. Ballou, Universalist, 
began to preach in 1845. 

Rev. John H. 'Willis, Universal
ist, began to preach in 1848. 

Rev. John Smith, Methodist. 
preached here from 1852 to '54. 

Rev. Edwin Davis of Hinsdale, N. 
H., Universali~t, preached in 1853, 
54. 

Rev. H. B. Butler, Universalist, 
preached from 1856 to '60. 

Rev. Wm. T. Stowe has preach
ed here. Rev. Mr. Danforth and 
Revs. M. H. Han'is, E. W. Whit
ney, all Universalists. 

Rev. John S. Lee, Univ., preach
ed his first sermon here, Feb. 22, 
1846. 

Rev. E. Davis preached his first 
sermon here, also Rev. J osiahMason, 
U ui versalist clergymen. 

UNITARIAN CHURCH. 

Organized, Apr. 10, 1827, with 25 
members. A Sabbath school was 
founded, previously, by Miss Han
nah Wells, daughter of John Wells, 
D. D., of Brattleboro, formerly 
from Liverpool, England, she leav
ing books in each school district. 
Twenty-seven children were bap
tized. 

This church has been supplied by 
Rev. T. F. Rogers and by exchang
es or otherwise, by Rev. Messrs. 
Thomas Mason, Daniel Huntington, 
Addison Brown, Preserved Smith, 
E. S. Gannet, Mr. Bailey, Samuel 
Willard, George C. Channing, Mr. 
Field, Alpheus Harding,Dr. Thomp
son, lVIr. Moore, A. M. Bridge, 
George Hosmer and O. C. Everett, 
up to 1845. 
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The church has been assisted from 
the first by the American Unitarian 
AssociaLion of Boston. Some few 
years after 1845, i t was supplied by 
Rev. AJdison Brown of Brattleboro. 

THE FIRST UNIVERSAL1 ST SOCIETY 

was organized May 8, 1858, with 
about 25 memb8rs. Rev. H . B. 
Butler supplied the desk a portion 
of the time during the next 4 years. 
Rev. D. H. Ranney, vVm. T . Stone 
and others received what money the 
society could raise for preaching. 

In lIhy, 1866, the services of Rev. 
N. C. Hod.gdon were secured at an 
annual salary of $700, which was 
raised by the aid of a general sub
scription. 

Mr. Hodgdon resided in t own nine 
years and preached most of the 
time. 

There is a Sunday school of about 
75 members connected with the so
ciety and a libTary of 400 volumes. 

THE MARSH FUND. 

Anna Marsh, daughter of Lieut. 
Gov. Hunt) and widow of Dr. Per· 
ley Marsh of Hinsdale, N. H., be
queathed by her last wiII $2000 to 
Vernon, her native town, the annu
al interest to be expended for pu blic 
preaching of the gospel in Vernon. 
Three agents received this fl1nd in 
1835. 

The interest has been divided 
among the different denominations 
according to the number of legal 
voters who signify their choice by 
subscribing to a paper annually for 
that purpose. 

METHODISTS. 

The Methodists held meetings in 
their d \Veilings and at t he school
houses in variolls parts of the town. 

There never was a regular Metho
dist church organized, but Metho
dists here connected themselves with 
the church at Brattleboro. 

Rev. Ebenezer W ashburn , a broth
er of Dr. Washburn,didmuch to aid 
the denomination in Vermont and 

preached here occasionally. There 
has been Methodist preaching in 
town a considerable portion of the 
time and the denomination has reg
ularly received its portion of the 
Marsh fun d. 

THE VERNON JUVENILE LIBRARY. 

The Vernon Juvenile Library 
commenced in 182'7, and from that 
time to 1848 there was raised by 
subscription $100, and expended for 
400 volumes. 

AGRICULTURAL LInEAEY. 

Cost $105; purchased by 21 mem
bers or shareholders, about 1865 . 

DR. CYRUS WASHBU RN 

was born Nov. 5, 1774, in Hardwick, 
Mass. He was the fifth of a familv 
of seven children, three sons and 
fonr daughters, all of whom he sur
vived. One of his brothers, Arte
mas, died while a member of the 
senior class in Haryard College, in 
1792. Th e other brother, Ebenezer, 
died in Wisconsin in 1857, having 
been for more than sixty years an 
able minister of the gospel. Two of 
his sisters, Susan and Ha.nnah) died 
young. Another sis"tel', Dolly, was 
for many years a successful teacher, 
and died in Hardwick, Mass., in 
1835. The other sister, Clarissa, 
married and had a large family of 
children, and died in Bangor, Me., 
in 1848. 

The Doctor's ancestry may be 
traced back to John 'Washburn, who 
settled in Duxbury, Mass., previous 
to 1663, and from him through suc
ceeding generations of the Wash
burn family, to the Doctor's grand
father, Joseph Washburn of Bridge
water, Mass., who marriod Mary, 
the daughter of Ben Johnson of that 
town, a relative of Ben Johnson, the 
celebrated English poet and dram
atist. They had five children, viz: 
Joseph, jr., Seth, Ebenezer, (the 
Doctor's father,) Abiah and Sarah; 
and with their famil y, they moved 
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in 1749, to Middletown, Ct. A few 
years subsequently, they, with the 
exception of their oldest son Joseph, 
jr., who remained at Middletown, 
Ct., removed to Leicester, Mass.. 
w here at an ad vallced age, they died 
in 1780. 

EBENEZER WASHBURN, 
. . .. ' 

the father of the DoctOI, mauled 
Dorothy Newhall~ daughter ?f Jon
athan N.e\Vh~ll, ?!:s.q,., of LelCe.ste~·, 
l\!ass . .' III 1 i5:, 1I, ed for a T ,;hOI t 
tIme Ill. Spencel, and then rno, ed to 
Hard WICk. He was a teacher for more 
than forty yeal:s. . . 

He serv~d In the expedItIOn ~o 
Crow~ :Olllt, and, su bs.equen tly, III 

the al m) of. the R~volutlO~ . . . 
He dIed III 1790, and hIS WIfe III 

18~~RUS WASHBURN, the subject 
of this memoir, remained at bome, 
assisting his parents till he was 16 
or 17 years of age, and was trained 
to habits of industry and economy. 

lived. 20 years. She died in 1826. 
They had six children, foUl" are now 
living. His third wife was Lucy 
Hathaway, daughter of Timothy 
Hathaway, of Hardwick, Mass. She 
died in 1837. 

But he was not left alone,-an 
affectionate and self-forgetting 
daughter was ready and willing to 
devote the best years of her life to 
the comfort and happiness of his 
old age. 

He did not forget his obligations 
to society, bu t met and performed 
every duty professional or otller
wise.' , 

After completing his medical stud
ies, he settled in Hardwick his na
ti ve town, in 1800, and practiced 
medicine successfully for about three 
years. 

. In 180:), yielding to the solicita
tIOn of the people of Vel'11on, he l:e
~oved. to t~1[tt toW?, and a cordIal 
leceptlon gl eeted hIS commg 

V,Then ~le remov.ed to Vernon a 
He enjoyed the ad vantages of the ch urch edIfice had Just been e!'e?ted, 
common schools of those days. He but there was. no set~led 1111111ster, 
was fond of books and stlldy and and no orgalllzed socIety of church 
eagerly sought for knowledge.' members. At the time of the Doc-

His parents being in limited cir- tor's ~e~th,. March 2, 1860, thel'e 
cumstances, he immediately engaged were hVlllg III the town only .a few 
in school-teaching, to procure the (32) persons who were reSIdents 
maans of prosecuting his studies. when he ca~e t.here ~7 years be
He taught in several places in Mass- fore . . And It IS a fact worthy 
achusetts and pursued his acadp.mic of notlce that. Dr. Wa~hburJ?- per
studies at Leicester Academy in thc formed 'profe~slOnal buslll~s~ III five 
same state. generatlOns III five famIlIes, and 

Dr. Washburn studied medicine in one other family of six genera
three years wi th Dr. Spencer Field, tions. 
of Oakham, Mass. Medical schools As a physician he had a long and 
were rare in those days, and he re- successful career. He was fond of 
<:eived his Medical Diploma in ver-\ his profession, and pursued it with 
mont . energy and untiring industry. In a 

He was thrice married. His first few years, he became the leading 
wife was Electa Stratton, daughter physician of the town . He pl'ac
of John Stratton, of Hinsdale, Vt., 
w hom he married in 1800. She 
was a niece of Dr. Field, with whom 
he was pursuing his medical studies. 
By her he had two children, who 
died young. She died. suddenly in 
Vernon. His second wife was Rhoda 
Field, daughter of Henry Field, of 
Northfield, Mass., with whom he 

ticed not only in VeJ'llon, but more 
or less in all the adjoining towns; 
his practice extended many miles in 
all directions. He was frequently 
called to advise with other physi
cians in dangerous and difficult 
cases. 

Dr. Washburn was for several 
years President and a censor of the 

http:remov.ed
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Medical Society d Vermont. He 
was also appointed, by that society, 
a delegate to the American Medical 
Association, whose first meeting was 
held at Boston. 

Dr. Washburn continued in the 
full and successful practice of his 
profession till age and infirmities 
compelled him to resign the field to 
younger h~~ds. . 

In. ~dchtlOn to hIS. labo~'s as a 
physlCIan, he took a hvely mterest 

many forms of ceremony used by the· 
Doctor the following may serve as
a specimen: 

MARRIAGE OEREMO.NY 

By DR. OYRUS IVASHBURN, ESQ. 
Parties and relatives, being agreed, 
To solemn joyous rites we will proceed. 
Worthy and much respected Groom and. 

Bride, 
m the ~:ffall"s of the t~wn, and bore That you by nuptial ties may be allied, 
an active and r promment part In In preparation for the endearing bands,. 
town offices. I he office of town 
clerk he held 2tl years; and with but 
few exceptions, he was superintend
ent of schools, or one of the school 
trustees, for a period of over 50 
years. 

In 1810 he was elected to the fol
lowing town offices: town clerk; 
first selectman' lister' overseer of 
the poor; and o~e of a ~ommittee to 

In token of united hearts' join hand 
.. . '. s. 

O?lJs~denn~ tins Ul:lOn of I?ands 
explesslve of a recIprocal mter
change of heart and affection, do 
you mutually espouse and avouch, 
each the o~her, to be y.onr betrothed,. 
your marned c~n:palllon fOI' life,
solemnly promlsmg, covenanting 
and engaging tha~ you will, forever 

report on the su bject of establishing hereafter, accordlllg. ~o . the best of 
a House of Oorrection. your powers and ablhtles, whether 

In 1812, in 1831, and in 1840, he m the ~Ieasing scenes of health and 
'was elected representative to the pros:penty, or the more trying ones 

General Assembly of Vermont. of SIckness and advel'sity, provide 
In 1814, he was chosen delegate for, ~upport, comfort, n~urish, and 

to the Oonvention at Montpelier, sustall~ each other, as a kmd, provi
for revising the State Oonstitu tion. de~t, mdulgent husband and as a 

In 1824, he was chosen delegate to lovmg, prudent, su bmissive wife 
the Oonvention at Newfane for 10- ought to conduct toward each other 
cating the shire town of the 'county. l in th~ marriage relation; and that 
In addition to these offices and 
trusts, the Doctor held a commis
sion as justice of the peace every 
year but one from 1805 to 1861. 

"THE GRETNA GREEN OF VERMONT. " 

Among the duties which he per
formed as justice of the peace, there 
was none more agreeable to him, 
and we may also, presume, to the 
other parties concerned, than that 
of perfornling the marriage cere
mony. He joined in marriage 853 
couples, a larger number than any 
other man in that part of the coun
try. 

His manner of performing the 
ceremony was characteristic and 
somewhat peculiar. It was almost 
as varied as the appearance of the 
candidates for- marriage. Of the 

you wlll ever WIth trust and fidelity 
demean yourself. each to the other, 
and to all ~lee III reference to this 
your mar:lage covenant, by the 
known stnct rules of dut}, law and 
1ove to each other so 'long as, you 
~hall both live? Do you thus prom
Ise and engage? 

Then by authority as law Tequires, ..... 
And in accordance with your just de

sires, 
I pronounce you married-Husband and 

wife. 
Be each to each a loyal spouse through 

life: 
May smiles from Heaven and men on 

you await, 
And may your joys be numerous, pure 

and great. 
While these fond subjects through your 

bosoms move, 
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And you resolve to please and live in 
love. 

Your friend will now in simple verse 
draw neal' 

And wish you joy through many a hap
py year. 

Let no discordant jars your bliss de
stroy, 

But virtue, peace and love your lives 
employ. 

May Gospel faith and works be well 
combined, 

Adorn your lives and regulate your 
mind. 

vVhere'er you dwell, "let virtue be your 
guide, 

And God, above, will bless both Groom 
and Bride. 

To good old age may Heaven protract 
your span, 

The kind assuagers of each other's pain. 
Remember, too, all earthly joys must 

end, 
And each be severed from your dearest 

friend; 
But death, itself which earthly joys re

moves 
Still heightens virtue and true love im

proves. 
Then keep the goal of happiness in mind, 
And what you lack on earth in Heaven 

you'll find; 
Where none are married, none in mar

riage given, 
But are, as are the angels, pure in 

Heaven. 

LECTUR.ES AND ADDRESSES. 

In addi tion to his professional and 
officill,l du ties, the Doctor was fre
qlJently summoned to other labors. 
He was invited to give orations on 
the 4th of July, lectures before 
lyceums, and addresses on various 
occasions. 

During his long practice, riding 
by day and by night, he was exposed 
to accidents, and experienced many 
hair-breadth escapes. In 1817, while 
riding in a chaise, his horse became 
unmanageable and ran off a steep 
embankment. His escape was con
sidered as almost miraculous; but 
he crept from the wreck with only 
slight bruises, and with a new out

fit, was soon on his way to visit his 
patient. 

In 1818, during a severe rain 
storm he mounted his horse, and 
suddenly raising his umbrella, his 
horse reared and fell over backwards 
upon him, severely injuring one of 
his legs, frol11 the effects of which 
he never fully recovered. 

In February, 1826, while he was 
rapidly driving, the king-bolt to his 
carriage broke, and he was thrown 
violently to the ground, breaking his 
left shoulder, which confined him to 
his house for several weeks. 

In 1841, after visiting a patient, 
he stepped into his gig, when his 
horse, a high spirited animal, started 
off upon a run. The horse took the 
roa,d to Brattleboro, and after run
ning a,bout a mile the Doctor was 
thrown from his gig a distance of" 
about twenty feet, striking upon the 
righ t sid e of his head and shoulder. 
He was taken up insensible. He im
mediately received medical aid hom 
Doctors Dickerman, Hyde and Rock
well of Brattleboro, and Dr. Twich
ell of Keene, N. H. The deltoid 
muscle of his right shoulder was 
severed from the bone, and he never 
recovered the free use of his right 
arm. 

In all relatiolls of life, private and 
public, Dr. Washburn had the con
fidence and respect of those who 
knew him. A prominent trait of 
his character was hospitality. He 
received his friends, and also strall
gel's, with frank cordiality. His 
power of interesting his visitors by 
wit and anecdote was quite unCOill
mono 

He was not wanting in the higher 
sentiments of religion. His seat at 
church was never vacant except at 
the call of duty, and he con triou ted 
cheerfully, his full share to the sup
port of public worship. 

Dr. Washburn was not wanting in 
a clear and earnest fai th; faith in 
God, in duty, in immortality, in the 
great tru ths ofreligion, and the vita}; 
truths of Christianity. This faith 
was vividly portrayed in the last, 
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d~ys .of h~s earthly _existence. He amination and graduated at Dart
dIed III 18D9, aged 8D. mout~ Medical College in May, 1!:)fj5; 

.' p~'actJced lus profession at Fayette-
NOYES BARSTOW, 11. D. v!lle, thIs county, till the fall of 1865, 

moved into town in 1846 ; married I and then retul'lied to New York and 
Mary Caldwell of Northfield, \Jass., I~tteDded a second coursP, ?f. lectures 
ha~ two sons a.nd two daughters; at the Co11e.&:e of PhysIcIans and 
resIded here 14 years and was suc- Surgeons, 180D and 1866; came to 
cessful in the practice of medicine; IVernon, J nne, 1866, where he has 
moY~d.to Bernardston, !VTass., thence s~nce resl;led and practiced medi
to OhlCopee, thence to Indian 01'- cllle. (1884.) 
-chard. 

TE1IPERANCE SOCIETIES. 

L. ])f. TUTTLE, M. D. I A society was organized, Jan. 
came to yernon in the spring of 1860; 1836, and two years afterward it 
enlIsted III the war as assistant sur- numbered 101 members. Another 
geon in 1862 ; afterward resided in soci~ty. was formed in Aug. 1841, 
Springfield, Vt., then in Holyoke conslstll1g of 69 members, and still 
Mass. ) another organziecl in 1849, with 110 

W11. S. SEVERANCE, 

eclectic physician from Shelburne 
Falls; married Martha Lyman of 
Vernon; moved here in 1862; after 
a few years of successful practice 
moved to Greenfield, Mass, where 
he continues his profession. 

JOHN LEARNED, ])1. D. 

a young physician, came to town 
next; his wife died within a year 
.and he moved to Readsboro, Vt., 
thence to Florence, Northampton, 
Mass. 

. 
THOMAS GOODVHLLIE, A. ~f., M. D. 

born at Barnet, Oaledonia Co, Vt., 
June 28, ] 840; fitted for college at 
Caledonia 00. Academy, Peacham; 
entered Dartmouth Oollege, Sept. I 
1859; graduated in 1863; studied 
medicine with Prof. Dixi Crosby and 
his son Prof. A. B. Crosby at Han

·over, N. H.; attended two courses 
lectmes at Dartmouth Medical Col
lege, 1863 and 1864; went to New 
York Oitv and attended a course of 
lectures at the Oollege of Physicians 

members. 
T A society of Young Temperance 

\ . olunteers was formed in 1865 con. . ' slstmg of 155 members. The Order 
of Good Templars established a 
lodge here known as Mt. Vernon, 
No. 60, Sept 9, 1867. 

llrILLS AND MANUFACTURES. 

There have been several steam 
mills in town. The first one was 
huilt about 1852, neal' Vernon depot, 
by a company known as Messrs. Ely, 
NewKirk & Frink, who did an exten
si ve business in clearing up land and 
manufacturing lumber. Their mill 
was burned about 1864, and the 
company dissolved. Another was 
erected on the same site and burned, 
and yet another was built and is now 
standing. 

A steam saw and grist mill at 
South Vernon, also did a thriving 
business until burned about 1874. :... 
There is now a ~aw and grist mill near 
South Vernon depot on Beldin0"8 

brook, also one at the centre of the 
town, built by Messrs. Whithed and 
Ball at a cost of $7000. It has a 
stone dam and wheel-pit and a 25 

and Surgeons, 126th St. and 4th feet overshot wheel. There are two 
Ave., during winters of 1864 and other saw mills in the west part of 
1865; returned to Hanover and the town; one on a tribu tary of Fall 
having studied medicine during the River does some business. In former 
last year of his college course with years, over a million feet of lumber 
Prof. Orosby, he was admitted to eX- I have been shipped from Vernon 
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depot, annually. Matches and chair 
stuff have also been manufactured 
quite extensi vely. 

'1'here are three hotels and two 
stores in town. 

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE. 

Ool.Eleazer Patterson appointed by 
Governor Olintonof New York, June 
5, 1788. John Bridgman, 1805, 27 
years; Abner Harris, 1803, 3 years; 
Oyrus Washburn, 1804, 55 years; 
Jonathan Hunt, jr., 181J, 1 year; 
Zadock Wright, 1813, 1 year; Arad 
Hunt, 2d, 1814,2·years; Israel John
son, 1816, l year; Isaac Johnson, 
1827, 1 year; Samuel Sykes, 1817, 10 
years; Levi Stoddard, 18~2, 2 years; 
Nathan Wood, 1829, 25 years; Jesse 
Lee, 1830, 5 years; Joseph Franklin, 
1830,8 years; Elijah ::-ltebbins, 1830, 
9 years; Ebenezer Howe, jr., 1832. 
14 years; John Stebbins, 1832, 14 
years; Eli Lee, 1832, 12 years; Sum
ner Titus, 1838, 9 years; Artemus 
H. Washburn, 1838, 32 years; Lo
renzo Brown, 1839, 46 years; J 0
seph E. Franklin, 1843, 38 years; 
Thomas Johnson, 1844, 2 years; 
Jarvis F. Burrows, 1842, 10 years; 
Noyes Barstow, 1851,8 years; R. S. 
vVood, 1860, 20 years; Ashly Bart
lett, 1832,1 year; Timothy Bascom, 
1832, 1 year; Isaiah W. Johnson, 
1833, ~years; "Villard Johnson, 1839, 
1 year; Vinal Thayer, 1840, 1 year; 
Alfred Alford, 1840, 2 years; Wil
liam Johnson, 1842, 7 years; Wil
liam Heard, 1842, 1 year; Ohester 
Lee, 1842, -1 years; Asa Peeler, 184-2, 
4 years; J. B. Green, 1842, 4 years; 
Alonzo Newton, 1843, 4years; Fran
cis N. Snow, 1844, 4 years; Alexan
der Perry, 1844, 3 years; Horace 
IVOOel, 1850, 3 years; George W. 
Keneely, 18:)3, 3 years; Israel John
son, 1857, 3 years; Porter AdfLms, 
1853, 3 yefLrs; W ilcler H. Fairman, 
1858, 3 years; E. O. Lee, 1862, 18 
years; Wm. S. 1:leverance, 1863, 2 
years; John Hunt, 1861, 3 years; 
Thomas Goodwillie, 1872, 13 years; 
M. 1. Reed, 1880, 5 years; J. O. Al
len, 1882, 3 years. 

TOWN CLERKS. 

John Bridgman was town clerk to 
.March, 1804; Oyrus Washburn from 
1804 to 1817, 1818 to '19,1823 to '31, 
1834 to '37, 1839 to 42; Levi Stod
dard, un7 to '18; Samuel Sykes, 
1819 to '23; M. Wbithed, 1831 to 
'34, 1837 to '39, 1842 to '48, 1856 to 
'57 ; Addison Whithed, 1857 to the 
present time, Dec. 1884. 

TOWN REPRESENTATIVES. 

Arad Hunt, 1804 to 1810, inclu
sive; Jonathan Hunt, jl'., 1811; 
Oyrus Washburn, 1812, '31, '40; Zad
ock Wright, 1813 ; Arad Hunt, 1814, 
'15, '19; Israel John80n, 1816; Isaac 
Johnson, 1817; Samuel Sykes, 1818, 
'20 '22 '23 '25' Elijah Stebbins 
18~h; 'Bellj. Le'e, 1824-; Natha~ 
Wood, 1826, '27, '29; Joseph Frank-
lin, 1828; Eli Lee, 1830, '34, '35, 
'45, '46, '48; John Stebbins, 1832, 
'33, '39, 41; Ebenezer Howe, jr.,. 
1836, '37, '38, '42, '50, '51, '60, '61 ; 
J. F. BUTrows, 1843, '44, '52, '53, 
'62, '63 ; Joseph E. Franklin, 1847, 
'49, '58, '59; Wm. Johnson, 1854, 
'55, '68, 69; John Hunt, 1856, '57, 
' 70, '71 ; Lorenzo Brown, 1864, '05 ; 
Wilder H. Fairman, 1866, '67. Ad
dison vYhithed, 1872 to '75. Dwight 
Johnson, 1876 to '77. R. S. Wood, 
1878 to '79. J. M. Morrill, 1880 to 
'81. F. W. Johnson, 1882 to'83. M. 
1. Reed, 1884, to '85. 

posnfASTERS. 

Appolas Root, appointed January,. 
1821, resigned July 1, 1824. 

Oyrus \Vashbnrn, appointed July 
1, resigned Apr: 1, 1828. 

Marshall IVhithed,appointed Apr. 
1, 1828; Amos Washburn, Jan. 
1852, the 14th; Marshall Whithed 
re-appointed Sept. 3, 1852, died in 
February, 1860. 

Addison vVhiLhed, appointed 
February 2£), 1860, is yet in the 
office, 1891. 
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SOLDIERS OF VERNON 
IN THE WAR O}l~ 1861-65. 

THREE YEARS 11EN. 

Credited previous to the can for 
·three hundred thousand men: 

Oct. 17, 1863. 
VOLUNTEERS. REG. co. AGE. 

Bemis, Warren S. 11 E 36 
Blanchard, Abner L. 
Brooks, Uriel, Vt. Cav. F 
Burrows, Hunt, W. 11 Adj. 
Clark, Herbert S. " E 
Colgrove, George, 21 

(killed at Petersburg, June 23, 1864.) 
Dickenson, Wm. O. 11 E 26 
Doolittle, Charles " E k'ld. 
Fairman, Edward J. " E 

(died in hospital.) 
Field, George A. 
Graves, Albert L. 

9 
2 

K 
C 

(taken prisouer at Bull Run. In prison 
5 months, 14 days at Richmond.) 

Harris, Austin A. Vt. Cav. F 
Heath, Jesse S. Cav. F 
Holton, Chester, 11 E 16 
Hubbard, Geo. H. " E 19 

(Corp. Sergt.) 
Hunt, John (Capt.) 11 E 32

26Jackson, Charles (Sergt.) 9 K 
24Johnson, Charles S. 11 E 
<)6 

VOLUNTEERS FOR THREE YEARS. 

VOLUNTEERS. REG. CO. AGE. 

Braynard, Joseph A. 10 K 18 
Bunker, Clark 4 D 
Cobleigh, Solomon W. 11 A 
Elgar, William H 7 E 18 
Foster Edwin 10 K 
Griifn, John D. 10 K 32 
Harris, ~ntworth N. 11 E 24 
Sugland, john H. Col. 54 Mass. .......

Vorce, William H. 11 H 21 

YOL"GNTEERS FOR ONE YEAR. 

Chase, Wm. S. Cav. 
Cook, F. F 9 B 31 
Holton, Chester A. 9 K 
Lawson, Alfred N. 9 K 27 
Peeler, Albert S. 9 24 
Streeter, Uriel 9 
Streeter, Lucien 9 
Moody, Charles E. 1 S. S. F. 

RE-ENLISTED. 

Heath, Jesse S. Cav. F 
Jones, William B. 4 F 

ENROLLED MEN WHO F"GRNISHED 

SUBSTITUTES. 

Brooks, George 1\1. 
Dickinson, Henry H. 
Gould, Gilbert F.Lee, Geo. M. 


Marsh, Evander G. 9 K 44 Johnson, Dwight. 

18 Scott, Alvah E.Newton, Edward E. 11 E 

Not credited by name, three men.(Died at 1<'ort Slocum, 1864.) 
Newton, Wm. E. 11 E 20 

(Prisoner 4 mos. in Libbey prison.) UNDER DRAFT, PAID COMM"GTATION. 
Peeler, Geo. A. 11 E 19 

(Killed at Winchester, Va., Sept. 19, Allen. Clark R. 
1864.) Johnson, Lewis J. 

Peeler, James M. (Corp.) 11 E 21 Brown, F. P. 

Pike, John W. 18 Stone, Calvin. 

SartwelL John H. 9 K 18 Goodenough, Hubbard. 


(Died Feb. 1, 1863.) I Tyler, Edson O. 
Stanford George W. 11 E 26 
Stebbins. Elijah, Jr.,lstSergt.9 K 42 PROCURED SUBSTITUTES. 

Stoddard, Levi A. " 20 I r
Streeter, Dauiel G. 11 E 20 Johnson, Fr~ Vi. 
Streeter, Densi! M. 35 Whlthed, Chnton S. 
Streeter, Esmond, 9 K 18 
Streeter, Philander 2 C 20 CREDITS llEPORTED SINCE SEPT. 30, 

(Prisoner 1st Bull Run battle 5 m. 14d.) 1864.Streeter, Seymour D. 11 E 21 
Sweetland Enoch, " 40 Volunteers for one year.
Tuttle, Lyman1\L 6 Asst Sur. 
Tyler, John E. 11 E Merrill, Ira 2 F; C. 
Witt, Theodore Cav. F Newton, Harvey F. 2 F. C. 

(Died in prison.) Nutting. William 1st Corps. 
Wood, Mason 11 E 18 I Rice, George W. 2nd F. C. 
Wright, Rensalaer 

Oredits under can Oct. 17, 1863, I Volunteers for three years. 
for 300,000 volunteers, and snbse- Norton Elliott, Vet. Reserve Corps. 
quent calls: Hannaford, Benj. F. 
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Whole number of soldiers furni sh
ed as above record, 77. 

OFFICERS. 

Hunt, John, Oapt. Co. E. 11th 
Regt. , Com. Aug. 14, 1862; resigned IN THE FLORIDA WAR.
. Aug. 10, 1863. 

Burrows, Hunt W. Adj. 11th Clark Sweetland went from Ver
Regt. Com. Aug. 22, 1862; trans non and Chester HoI ton from N orth
ferred 1st Lieut.. of 00. R, Dec. 10, field, since a residen t of Vernon. 
1862; promoted Capt. Co. M., Jan. In the war of 1812, Oliver Oook, 

:21, 1864; resigned Sept. 1, 1864. jr., Salem Streeter, Alpheus Tay


Dickinson, Wm. O. 1st Lieut. Co. lor and Ohester Wright went from 

11.; Oom. Dec. 2, 1864; wounded Vernon. Elmer Wait from North
Mar. 25, 1865; mustered out of ser field has since resided in Vernon. 
vice June 24, 1865. 

Bemis, Warren S. 2nd Lieut 11th WAR OF THE REVOLUTION.. 


Re~t., Co. E.; Com. Dec. 28, 1863; 
 J erijah Thayer, J abez Clark,resIgned June 11, 1£.64. Jacob Lawton , John Jacob Peeler,Wright, Rensalaer, 2nd Lieut.; John Williams, taken prisoner bu t Com. Aug. 11, 1863; honorably. dis released; John Dresser, Andrew .charged, Dec. 15, 1864, for disabil Parsons, Sylvanus Harris, Stephenity. Johnson, David Lee, Isaac Pratt,Hu bbard, Geo. H. promoted Cor. Ebenezer Scott, was taken prisoner .J an. 11, 1864; promoted Sergt. June in French war, released and served .8, 1864. in the Revolutionary war; Isaac 
STATE MILITIA, 12TH REGIMENT. Johnson, John Fairman, Thomas 
Hunt, John, 001., Oom. Feb. 9, Sweetland. 


1865. 

YERNON TOWN RECORDS . Stebbins, John, jr., -Capt., Oom. 

..Apr. 29, 1865. were burned Sunday, June 11,1797.
Hubbard, John E.,2nd Lieut., Book 1st, p. 128. The oldest deed 

-Com. Dec. 31, 1864. recorded and re-recorded Mar. 16, 
1790, by J olm Bridgman, first Town ·RESIDENTS OF 'VERNON ENLISTED IN 
Clerk in Vernon (or Hinsdale),

OTHER PLACES. Oounty of Oumberland, Province of 
Aldrich, James Dwight, enlisted New York, was dated May 21,1749, 

·Sept. 8, 1861; mustered out Nov. to Joseph Stebbins, jr. by the Mer
18, 1863; age ~1. rimans and acknowledged (in the 

Aldri ch, Henry, enlisted Sept. 8, 22d year of his Majesty's reign King 
1861; mustered out Nov. 18, 1864; George the 2d) by Seth Field, Justice 
age 27. of the Peace; whose commission 

Aldrich,Leonard J., enlisted Sept. from King George II, is now in the 
8, 1861; age 35. possession of his great nephew, A. 

Sweetland, Artemas, enlisted from H. Washburn. 2nd deed on record, 
Marlboro; died in service. Mattoon and Field deed to EnsiQ'n 

Oooley, Henry G. enlisted from Samuel Stratton, June 29, 1749, 
:Brattleboro, May 1, 1861. page 60. 3d' oldest deed dated 26th 

Lee, Henry G., enlisted from year of his :VIajesty's reign (George 
Michigan, 1864, Vet. Vols. B. S. S. 2d) Titus Belding to Joseph Steb

Peeler, Dav'id L. jr., enlisted from bins, F eb. 2, 1753, p. 286. Three 
Northampton, Mass. Strattons of Northfield, June 7, 

Peeler, Albert S. enlisted from 1756, sell to Samuel Stratton of this 
Northampton, Mass. town their right to landaalled Strat

tonfield-given by will of Hezekiah 
WHOLE EXPENSES PAID BY VERNON Stratton, the father of Samuel and 
for War of the Rebellion, exclusive his three brothE:rs, for £600, Aug. 
·of State taxes, $17,396.64. 23, 1757. Book 1st, p. 54. 
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merchant; resides at Fitchburg; 2 
children. 

Oalista m. Oharles Lyman, N orth
field, Mass., resides at Petaluma, 
Oal. 

Alfred, b. Sept. 4, 1834, graduat
ed at AmherstUollege, Aug. 9,1860; 
spent several years teaching at the 
South and West; went to Oalifor
nia, 1863; was employed in custom 
house; afterward deputy collector of 
internal revenue; was afterward a 
mounted rifieman in frontier ser
vice; has traveled many thousand 
miles; married Edith P. Large of 
Dubuque, Ia. He was also, when in 
Oalifornia, librarian of the Mercan
tile Library at San Francisco. 

Melissa, born July 29, 1837, m. 
--; resides at Stockton,Oal. 

Lydia H., born July 14, 1839, m. 
Lambert J. Bristol of New Haven; 
has 4 children. 

Elijah, son of Joseph, died Jan. 
3, 1821, age 70; was nearly suffocat
ed when his son's house burned and 
died 12 days later. He m. Beulah 
Dickinson of Hatfield, Mass.; had 
11 children: Mary 1st, Mary 2d, 
Thankful, Rebekah 1st, Rebecca 2d, 
Elijab, Gideon D., George R., Har
riet, Samuel and ·Williams. 

Mary died Apr. 8, 1841, aged 63 
years. Zadoc Wright, her husband, 
died Sept. 14, 1839, aged 70 years, 
children: Ahimaz, Osmond, and 
Beulah Minerva,who married 001. J. 
F. Burrows of Bernardston, Mass., 
Mar. 31, 1830. They lived on the 
Wright farm in Vernon; built a 
large hotel and made extensive ad
ditions to the real estate of the Gov. 
Hunt farm. They had two children. 

,r- A daughter died young, and a son, 
Hunt W., married Isabelle Warner 
of Bernardston, had 4 sons,-2 dead; 
was Oapt. in the War of the Rebel
lion, who was drowned July 2, 
1874. 

J. F. Burrows died Oct. 1875. 
Thankful, daughter of Joseph and 

Thankful, died Nov. 11, 1798, aged 
18 years. Rebecca 2d, daughter of 
Joseph and rfhankful, married Judge 
Louewell Johnson. He died Aug. 
12, 1859, age 76, and Rebecca died 

Aug. 14,1859, age 75; his estate was 
valued at $150,000. 

Oapt. Elijah Stebbins, born May 
30, 1786, died Sept. 10, 1868, age 
82; m. Roxana Parmenter, who died 
Aug. 28, 1848, age 59 years. Their 
children were: Valonia, Roxana, 
Mary, Oharlotte, Elijah, Joseph, 
Thankful, Laverna and George Par
menter. 

Oapt. btebbins' 2d wife, Abigail 
Elmer, died Sept. 4, 1856, age 67. 
Valonia married Thos. W. Titus; 
had 8 children. Roxana m. Lea
vitt Hall; both dead; had 8 chil
dren. Mary died, age 20. Oharlotte 
married McNeil; resides at Hinsdale, 
N. H. Elijah, born Oct. 9, 1819, 
married Bathana Knight, two chil
dren, Ella and :Elijah,-Ella dead; 
Elijah, merchant at Fitchburg. 

Joseph married Lucy Bond of 
Guilford; had one daughter, Lucy. 
Joseph died. Thankful m. Frank
lin Streeter. She is dead. 

Laverna, unmarried; George P. 
m. Oaroline Severance; has 3 chil
dren. 

Gideon D. Stebbins married Bet
sey Dickinson; both dead; left a 
family of daughters. 

Geo. R., brothel' of Gideon, mar
ried Sarah Perry; both dead; had 11 
children; Ohandler H., eldest, re
sides in Vernon, (1884). Harriet m. 
Stephen Perry; both dead; had 4 
children. Williams m. Nancy N ew
ell; both dead; had 4 sons. 

HUNT GENEOLOGY. 

Jonathan Hunt, born 1637, mar
ried Sept. 3, 1662, Clemence Hos
mer. .Jonathan, (3d son of J ona
than,) born June 20, 1639, died July 
1,1738. He marrIed Martha Wil
liams, then 5th child. born 1703, 
was Samuel, ,who died Feb. 1770; he 
married Ann Ellsworth. 'fheir chil
dren were: Samuel, Anne, Jona
than, Elisha, Arad, Sarah, Martha. 

Jonathan, 3d child of Samuel and 
Lieut. Gov. of Vermont, was born 
Sept. 12, 1738; married July 15, 
1779, Lavinia Swan of Boston. 
Their children were: Anne (who 
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married Dr. Marsh), J onathan, 
Helen, Fanny, .J onathan 2d, Arad. 

OBITUARY OF ARAD HUNT. 

Arad, Gen. (son of Samuel) born 
July 31,1743, died Feb. 18, 1825. He 
was the youngest of four brothers, 
all men of su peri or abilities. He 
took a prominent position in any 
business pertaining to the welfare of 
his neigh bors and the early settlers, 
gradually accelerating the growth of 
the southern part of Vermont to 
what it has now become. The en
hanced value of 5000 acres of land 
in Albany, Vt., which he donated to 
Middlebury Oollege has proved a 
substantial testimonial of his wisdom 
and liberality. 

General Hunt was courier from a 
convention in Vermont to the Gen
eral Assembly in New York in 1775, 
also was a delegate from Hindsdale 
to a Oonvention called at vVestmins
tel', June, 1776. At his death, be 
was buried in the Hunt cemetery in 
this town. 

Arab, (son of Jonathan) horn 
Sept. 22, 1790, married Sally Newell; 
children: Arab, Frances. Levinah, 
Martha, Sarah N., Roswell, John, 
John 2d, Howland. Mrs. Hunt, bo1'n 
at Ooleraine, Mass., died Sept. 15, 
1846, aged 52. 1st daughter mar
ried Goveneur Morris; 2nd daugh
ter m. Henry Seymour of Litchfield, 
Oonn.; 3d daughter m. George Sey
mour, M. D., of Li tchfield, Oonn. ; 
Roswell died at Elmira, unmarried; 
Rowland died at Brattleboro, un
married; John 2d m. Leonora J ohn
son, Mar. 10, 1851. 

DEATH OF MR. HUNT. 
OBITUARY BY CYR US W ASHBURN,M. D. 

Died at Vernon, Vt., Aug. 30, 
1833, Arad Hunt, Esq., aged 43. 
While in the first bloom of manhood, 
he was assailed by a disease, which 
neither admitted of cure, nor scarce
ly the hope of mitigation. During 
the last 8 years of his life he was 
confined almost exclusively to his 
bed. He possessed intellectual 
powe which, if developed under 

happy auspices, would probably have 
led to distinction in any congeniaJ 
walk of life. A love of books 
solaced him in the tranquil honrs of 
his confinement. His reading was 
various, and in some departments of 
knowledge, his information was ex
tensive and accurate. In the edu
cation and welfare of his family, his 
abundant means was liberally and 
judiciously dispersed. ' 

Upon the final settlement of his 
estate, his residence, with a large 
share of his lands, passed into the 
possession of his son. This place, 
situated a short distance north of 
Vernon depot, was long famed for 
its good cheer and the antique domi
cile was always welcome to the way
farer and its many visitors. 001. 
Hunt retained possession of th e 
place until 1871, when he sold it to 
Hon. E. L. Norton of Boston, 
Mass., and Mr. Hunt removed 
to Brattleboro and finally bought 
the Dummer farm (so called) where 
he now lives; his children: Ellen 
Morris married O. W. Hubba.rd of 
Vermon ; Arad; Leonora, married 
O. IV!. O. Richardson, Brattleboro. 

HON. JONATHAN HUNT, M. C. 

HON. JONATHAN HUNT, (son of 
Gov. Jonathan) born Aug. 12,1780, 
married Jane Maria Leavitt; his 
children were: Jane, William Mor
ris, Jonathan, Richard, Leavitt. 

He graduated at Dartmouth 001
lege, 1807, studied law and engaged 
extensively in practice at Brattlc
boro, was member of Oongress 1827
32. He died at Washington, D.O., 
May 15, 1832. 

OBITUARY. \ 

House of Representatives. Mr. 
Everett, of V el'IDOnt, addressed the 
House as follows: 

" Mr. Speaker : It has become my 
painful duty on behalf of my col
leagues to announce to this House 
the death of one of their number, 
the Hon. Jonathan Hunt. On this 
occasion I may be permitted to say 
that he has long been a member of 
this House and that the talents :md 
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assiduity with which he executed 
his duties in this plaee were alike 
honorable to himself, to this House 
and to his constituents. I have 
known him long, I have known him 
well, and a purer spirit never inhab
ited mortality. His place in this 
House may indeed be filled, but the 
void in the affections of his family 
and friends can never be filled." 

Mr. Everett then su bmi tted the, 
following resolu tion : 

"Resolved, That the members of 
this House will testify their respect 
for the memory of Jonathan Hunt, 
deceased, late a member of this 
House from the State of Vermont, 
by wearing crape on the left arm for 
the remainder of the present session 
of Congress." 

A resolution was subsequently 
adopted by which Messrs. H. Eve
rett, Choon, Slade, E. Everett, Tay
lor, Choate anll Candish were ap
pointed to superintend the cerem o
nies at the funeral, which should be 
attended on Wednesday by the 
Speaker, officers and members, ac
cording t-0 usage. The House then 
adjourned to Thursday. 

"The news of the death of the 
Hon. Jonathan Hunt, which took 
place in Washington City, on the 
morning of the 15th inst., will prob
ably have been generally known 
among the readers, ere the reception 
of this paper. By this sudden and 
unlooked for event the state has 
been deprived of an able and faith
ful representative in the National 
Legislature, and our community of 
a member who was very generally 

through a course of more uniform. 
industry and perseverance. 

LIEUT. GOV. JONATHAN HUNT. 

BY CYRUS WASHBURN, M. D. 

Lieut. Gov. Jonathan Hunt was· 
born at Northfield, i'liass., Sept. 12, 
1738, died in Vernon Vt., June 1, 
1823, in his 85th year. In early life he 
shared in the fatigues and anxieties 
incident to the perilous state of 
those who plant themselves in the· 
wilderness, liable to the depredations, . 
of savages. Persevering ind ustry, and 
well deserved promotion to many 
honorable offices, civil and military, 
to that of Lieut. Governor of the 
state, rendered him a distinguished 
"baracter during the struggle of the 
New Hampshire Grantees and the
New York claimants during the H.ev
olu tionary war: the formation of 
this State, its union wi th the Uni ted 
States, and the foundation of our 
State Government. 

LOVIN A. SWAN HUNT, 

widow of Lieut. (lov. Hunt, was 
born at Boston, Mass., Aug. 12, 
1749; died at Vernon, J nne 29, 
1834, aged 85 years. In her youth 
she attende~ .school at \Vorceste~', 
under the tUltlOn of the Jate Presl
de.nt John Adams. S~le early at 
tame~, a~d through life possessed 
supenor l~tellectu.al endowme~ts. 
June 1, 1823, aftel a happ!, umon 
o.f 50 years, her husband dIed, and 
smce, both of her sons, the ~on. 
Jonathan :r.:unt, 1\1. C., at Washlll~
ton, and Alad .s:unt, Esq., at Vel
n.on. BO.th wele gentle~en of supe

~ and very highly esteemed in all the Inor attamments. and gl eat mental 
relations of social life. vVe speak pow~rs, often plomoted to posts of 
to those who.Imew him well, when pubhc trust. 
we say that the character of Mr. Gov. Hunt and his lady, with 
Hunt for professional uprightness, ample pecuniary means, with social 
political independence and unsullied and cordial manners, animated and 
integrity in his private affairs was sweetened with pleasantry, were en
not surpassed by that of any man in I tertaining and delightful companions 
the community. Attended from with their numerous friends and ac
early youth by all the allurement quaintances, among whom I should 
which wealth can furnish, few men name Rev. Bunker Gay, the philan
have arrived at the meridian of life thropic Wells, the devout Hubbard, 

http:l~tellectu.al
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the Hon. Messrs. Bridgman, Jones, 
Knowlton, Bradley, and their ladies, 
wi th hosts of other worthies from 
Massachusetts, New HampshiTe and 
young Vermont. As a wife, mother, 
friend and Ohristian, she was a pat
tern worthy of commendation, illus
trating the happy effects even in this 
life, of that gospel which she long 
ago professed. 

EPITAPH 
Of AIrs. Abijail P, wife of Rev. 
Bunker Gay, who died July 15, 
1792, LE. 52 years. 
To rise again the sun goes down, 

And in the furrows gram is sown, 

Beauties that sleep through winter's 


reign,
When spring retw'ns revive again, 
Shall then the friend for whom we 

mourn. 
Never again to life ret1Lrn ? 
Great source of light, life, love and Joy , 
Let no such thought OU1' hope destroy; 
Our lively hope that sometime hence 
Through the Redeemer's ir~fiuence, 
Shall burst the tomb in sweet sw-prise. 
And in ow' Saviour's inw?e rise, 
Ascend to where God holds his throne 
And immortality put on. 

REV. BUNKER GAY. 

Trini tarian Congregationalist was 
ordained over Hindsdale, including 
Vernon, in 1764, and remained pas
tor until 1802; he died Oct. 20, 
1815, aged 80 years. His text on 
the Sabbath following the death of 
his wife is recorded in Ps. 88-18. 

« EPI1'APH" 
TO }fRS, URIEL EVANS. 

BY REV. BUNKER GAY. 

Throughout the world it is not common 

To .find so great and good a woman, 

IndustTious, temperate, frugal, Just: 

In God through Ch1'ist she put her t1'ust 

And kept habit1tally in view 

His precepts and example too. 


TO URIEL EVANS 

ON THE DEATH OF HIS WIFE. 

BY REV. BUNKER GAY, 
(aged eighty years. 

Long since I felt the fatal stroke, 
That cleft in twain the nuptial yoke, 
And my yoke-fellow from me fled, 

Cut down and numbered with the dead, 

And now, alas! it is your turn, 

A 106s akin to mine to mourn. 

Can it be greater? Yes 'tis true, 

'Tis greater far; that is to you; 

For so our own experience shows, 

We can't sustain each other's woes; 

But every mortal everywhere 

Must his own destined burden bear. 

Pity from all you now bespeak, 

For God has touched you to the quick. 

My cordial pity sure you have, 

I almost chide the cruel grave 

That tore from your unfolding arms 

Your virtuous spouse in all her charms 

And in its rough and cold embrace 

Hath thus usurped her bed-r.oorn-place : 

Still you'r not left devoid of props, 

Your cup retains some precious drops, 

Better than wealth or golden mines 

The mother in her offspring shines. 


The Rev. Bunker Gay wrote somf' 
rather famous" poetry !"-Ed. 

NARRATIVE 

BY REV. BUNKER GAY, 

OF THE 

OAPTIVITY 

OF MRS. JRHIMA HOWE, 

TAKEN BY THE INDIANS AT HINSDALE, 

N. H. JULY 27, 1775. 

As Oaleb Howe, Hilkiah Grout 
and Benjamin Gaffield, who had been 
hoeing corn in the meadow, west of 
the river, were returning home a 
little before sunset, to a place called 
Bridgman's Fort, they were fired 
upon by 12 Indians who had ambush
ed their path. Howe was on horse
back with two young lads, his child
ren, behind him. A ball which 
broke his thigh, brought him to the 
ground; his horse ran a few rods 
and fell likewise, and both the lads 
were taken. '['he indians in their 
savage manner, coming up to Howe, 
pierced his body with a spear, tore 
off his scalp a,nd left him in this for
lorn condition. He was found alive 
the next morning, by a party of 
men from Fort IIindsdale and being 
asked by one of the party if he knew 
him, he answered, « yes I know you 
all." These were his last words, 
though he did not expire until his 
friends had arrived with him at 
Foi·t Hindsdale. Grout was so for
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tunate as to escape unhurt. But judge a mile and a half into the 
Gaffield in attem}Jting to wade 
through the river at a place which 
was indeed fordable at that time, 
wa,s unfortunately drowned. Flush
ed with the success they had met 
with here, the savages went directly 
to Bridgman's Fort. There was no 
man in it and only three women and 
some children-Mrs. Jemima Howe, 
Mrs. Submit Grout and Mrs. Eunice 
Gaffield.-their husbands I need not 
mention again; and their feelings at 
this junction I will not attempt to 
describe. They had heard the guns 
of the enemy but knew not what had 

woods where we encamped that 
night. When the morning came 
and we had advanced as much fur
ther, six Indians were sent back to 
the place of OUl' abode, who collected 
a little more plunder, and destroyed 
some other effects that had been left 
behind, but they did not return until 
the day was so far spent that it was 
judged best to contmue where we 
were through the night. Early 
the next moming, we set off for 
Oanada, and continued our march 
8 days successively until we reached 
the place where the Indians had left 

happened to theirfriends. Extreme- their canoes, aboll t 15 miles from 
ly anxious for their safety they Crown Poillt. This was a long and 
stood longing to embrace them, until tedious march, but the captives, by 
at length, concluding from the noise divine assistance were enabled to 
they heard without, that some of endure it with less trouble and diffi
them were come, they unbarred the culty than they had reason to expect. 
gate in a hurry to receive them, From such savage masters in such 
when 10 ! to their inexpressible disap- indigent circumstances, we could not 
pointment and surprise, inst-ead of rationally hope for kinder treatment 
their husbands, in rushed a number than we received. Some of us, it is 
of hideous Indians to whom, they true, had a harder lot than others, 
and their tender offspring became an and among the children, I thonght 
easy prey, and from whom they had my son, Squire, had the hardest 
nothing to expect but either an im- of any. He was then only 4 years 
mediate death or a long and doleful old and when we stopped to rest our 
captivity. The latter of these, by I wear.y limbs, and he sat down on his 
the favor of Providence, turned out 
to be the lot of these unhappy wo
men, and their still more unhappy, 
because more helpless, children. 
Mrs. Gaffield had but one, Mrs. 
Grout three, and Mrs. Howe seven. 
The eldest of Mrs. Howe's was 11 
yrs. old and the youngest but six 
months. The two eldest were daugh
tel'S which she had by her first bus-
band, MI'. William Phipps, who was 
also slain by the Indians, an account 

master's pack, the savage monster 
would often knock him off, and 
sometimes with the handle of his 
hatchet. Several ugly marks, in
dented in his head by the cruel 1n
dians, at that tender age, are still 
plainly to be seen. A t length we 
arrived at Crown Point and took up 
our quarters theTe for the space of 
near a week. In the meantime some 
of the Indians went to Montreal,and 
took some of the weary captives 

of which is given in Mr. Doolittle's along with them with a view of sell
history. ing them to the French. They did 

It was from this woman that I not succeed, however, in finding a 
lately recei,red the foregoing account. market for any of them. They gave 
She also gave me, I doubt not, a my youngest da~ghter to the Gov
true, though to be sure a very brief ern?r De VandreUlI ; ha~ a drunken 
and iml?erfect history of her captiv- fro~lC, a~d returned agam to Crown 
ity, whlCh I here insert for your POIllt WIth the rest of the prisoners. 
perusal: '1'he Indians, she says, hav- ~rom hence we set off f~r St. Johns 
ing plundered and put fire to the III four ~r five canoes, Just as night 
fort, we marched. as near as I could was comlllg on, and were soon SU1"
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rounded with darkness. A heavy 
.storm hung over us, the sound of 
the rolling thunder was very terrible 
upon the waters, which at every flash 
,of lightning seemed to be all in a 
blaze. Yet to this we were indebted 
for all the light we enjoyed. No 0 b
j ec t could we discern any longer 
than the flashes lasted. In this pos
ture we sailed in our open tottering 
canoes almost the whole of that 
dreary night. 'The morning indeed 
.had not yet began to dawn when 
we all went ashore, and having col
lected a heap of sand and gravel for 
.a pi low, I laid myself down, with my 
tender infant by my side, not know
ing where any of my other children 
were, or what a miserable condition 
they might be in. The next day, 
however, under the wing of that 
,ever present and all powerful Prov
idence which had presel'Ved us 
through the darkness and imminent 
dangers of the preceding night, we 
all arrived in safety at St. Johns. 
Our next movement was to St. Fran
cois, the metropolis, if I may call it, 
to which the Indians who led us 
captive, belonged. Soon after our 
arrival at that wretched capital, a 
council consisting- of the chief Sa
chem and some principal warriors 
of the St. Francois tribe was con
vened, and after the ceremonies 
usual on such occasions were over, I 
was conducted and delivered to an 
old squaw whom the Indians told 
me I must call my mother. My in
fant still continued to be the proper
ty of its original Indian owners. I 
was nevertheless permitted to keep 
it with me a while longerior the sake 
of saving them the trou ble of look
ing after it. When the weather be
gan to grow cold, shuddering at the 
prospect of approaching win tel', I 
told my new mother that I did 
not think it would be possible for me 
to endure it, if I must spend it with 
her, and fare as the Indians did. 
Listening to my repeated and earnest 
solicitations, that I might be dispos
ed of among some of the French in
habitants of Canada, she at length 

set off with me and my infant, at
tended by some male Indians, to 
Montreal,in hopes of finding a market 
for me there. Bu t the attempt 
proved unsuccessful, and the jour
ney tedious indeed. Our provision 
was so scanty as well as insipid and 
unsavory, the weather so cold, and 
the travC'ling so very bad that it often 
seemed as if I must have perished 
on the way. While we were at Mon
treal, we went into the house of a 
certain French gentleman, whose 
lady being sent for and coming into 
the room, where I was, to examine 
me, seeing that I had an illfallt, ex
claimed with an oath, I will not buy 
a woman with a child to look after. 
There was a swill pail standing near 
me in which I observed some crusts 
and crumbs of bread swimmillg on 
the surface of the greasy liquor it 
contained. Sorely pinched with hun
ger I skimmed th em off with my 
hands and ate them and this was all 
the refresh men t which the house af
forded me. Somewhere in the course 
of this visit to Montreal my Indian 
mother was so unfortunate as to 
catch the small pox, of which dis
temper she died soon after our return, 
which was by water to St. Francois. 

And now came on the season when 
the Illdians began to prepare for a 
winter's hunt. I was ordered to re
turn my poor child to those who still 
claimed it as their ,f,roperty. This 
was a severe trial. l'he babe clung 
to my bosom with all its might, but 
I was obliged to pluck it thence, and 
deliver it shrieking and screaming 
enough to penetrate a heart of stone, 
into the hands of those unfeel
ing wretches whose tender mer
cies may be termed cruel. It was 
soon carried off by a hunting party 
of those Indians to a place called 
Messiskon,* at the lower end of Lake 

-Y.·Missisquoi, probably. There was an 
Indian village by tha t II arne on both sides 
of the river and small bay of Missisquoi, 
in Swanton at the foot of Canada, next 
north of St. Albans. See in Vol. iv. this 
work, page 960. :fyII'. Perry who gives 
the Indian History of this vicinity states 
that one of the children of Mrs. Howe 
lived here. 
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Ohamplain, whither, in about a 
month after, it was my fortune to 
follow them, and here I found it, it 
is true, but in a condition that 
afforded me no great satisfaction, it 
being greatly emaciated and almost 
starved. I took it in my arms, put 
its ·face to mine, and it instantly bit 
me with such violence that it seemed 
as if I must have parted with a piece 
of my cheek. I was permitted to 
lodge with it, that and the two fol
lowing nights, but every morning 
that intervened, the Indians, I sup
pose on purpose to torment me, sent 
me away to another wigwam which 
stood at a little distance, though not 
so far from the one in which my dis
tressed infant was confined but that 
I could plainly heal' its incessant 
cries and heal'tnmding lamentations. 
In this deplorable condition I was 
obliged to take my leave of it, on the 
morning of the third day after my 
ani val at the place. We moved 
down the lake several miles the same 
day, and the night following was re
markable on account of the great 
earthquake which terribly shook that 
howling wilderness. Among the 
islands hereabouts we spent the win
ter season, often shifting our quar
ters, and roving about from one place 
to another, our family consisting of 
three persons only beside myself, viz: 
my late mother's daughter, her san
hop and a papoose. 

They once left me alone two dis
mal nights and when they returned 
to me again, perceiving them smile 
to each other, I asked them what is 
the matter? They replied that two 
of my children were no more, one of 
which, they said, died a natural death 
and the other was knocked on the 
head. I did not utter many words, 
but my heart was sorely pained 
within me, and my mind ex
ceedingly troubled with strange and 
awful ideas. I often imagined, for 
instance, that I plainly saw the 
naked bodies of my deceased chil
dren hanging upon the limbs of the 
trees, as the Indians are wont to hang 
the rawhides of those beasts which 
they take in hunting. It was not 

long, however, before it was so 
ordered by ki.nd Providence that I 
should be relieved in a good measure 
from those horrid imaginations, for 
as I was walking one day upon the 
ice, observing a smoke at some dis
tance upou the land, it must pro
cced, thought I, from the fire of 
some Iudian hut, and who knows 
but that some of my poor children 
may be there. My curiosity thus 
excited, led me to the place, and 
there I found my son Oaleb, a little 
boy between two and three years old, 
whom I had lately buried in senti
ment, at least, or rather imagined 
to have been deprived of life and 
perhaps denied a decent grave. I 
found him likewise in tolerable 
health and circumstances, under the 
protection of a fond Indian mother, 
and moreover had the happiness of 
lodging with him in my arms one 
joyful night. 

Again we shipped our quarters, 
and when we had traveled 8 or 10 
miles upon the snow and ice, came 
to a place where the Indians manu
factured sugar, which they extracted 
from maple trees. 

Here an Indian came to visit us 
whom I knew and who could speak 
English, He asked me why I did 
not go to visit my son Squire. I re
plied that I had lately been informed 
that he was dead. He assured me 
that he was yet alive and but two or 
three miles off, on the opposite side 
of the lake. At my request, he 
gave me the best directions he could 
to the place of his abode. I re
solved to embrace the first opportu
ni ty that offered, of endeavoring to 
search it ou t. vVhile I was busy in 
contemplating this affair the Indians 
obtained a little bread, of which 
they gavd me a small share. I did 
not take a morsel of it myself, but 
saved it all for my poor child, if I 
should be so lucky as to find him. 

At length, having obtained of my 
keepers leave to be absent for one 
day, I set. off early in the morning, 
and steering as well as I could ac
cording to the directions the Indian 
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gave me, I soon found the place he him in his wigwam, and in a surly 
had so accurately marked out. mood, and not being able to revenge 

I beheld, as I drew nigh, my little upon his wife because she was not at 
son without the camp, but he looked, home, he laid hold of me and hur
thought I, like a starved and mangy ried me to the fort, and for a trifling 
puppy, that had been wallowing in consideration sold me to a French 
the ashes. I took him in my arms, and gentleman whose name was Saccapee. 
he, spoke to me these words: "Moth- It is an ill wind certainly that blows 
er are you come!" I took him into the 
wigwam with me, and observing a 
number of Indian children in it, I 
distributed all the bread, which I 
had reserved for my own child, 
among them all, otherwise I should 
have given them great offence. 

My little boy appeared to be not 

nobody any good. 
I had been with the Indians a 

year lacking 14 days, and if not for 
my sister, yet for me it was a lucky 
circumstance indeed which thus at 
last snatched, in an unexpected mo
ment, out of their bands and placed 
me beyond the reach of their inso

very fond of his new mothe)' ; kept lent power. 

as near me as possibl e while I stayed, After my Indian master bad dis

and when I told him I must go he posed of me in this manner, and tbe 

fell as though he had been knocked moment of sober reflection had ar

with a club. But having recom- rived, perceiving that the man who 

mended him to the care of Him who Ibou~ht me had taken the ad van tage 

made him, when the day was far 
spent, and the time would permit 
me to stay n0 longer, I departed, 
you may well suppose, with a heavy 
load at my heart. 

'fhe tidings I had received of the 
death of my youngest child had a 
little before been confirmed beyond 
a doubt, but I could not mourn so 
heartily for the deceased as for the 
livi.ng child. 

When the winter broke up we re~ 
moved to ~t. Johns, and through the 
ensuing summer our principal resi
dence was at no great distance from 
the fort at that place. In the mean 

of bml in an unguarded hour, his re
sentment began to kindle, and his 
indignation rose so high that be 
threatened to kill me if he should 
meet me alone, or if he could not 1'e
venge himself thus that he would set 
fire to tbe fort. I was therefore se
c1'eted in an upper chamber and the 
fort carefully guarded until his 
wrath had time to cool. 

My service in the family to which 
I was advanced was perfect freedom 
in comparison with what it bad been 
among the barbarous Indians. My 
new master and mistress were both 
as kind and generous toward me as 

time, however, my sister's husband, I could reasonably expect. I seldom 
having gone with a scouting party asked a favor of either of them but 
to some of the English settlements, that it was readily granted. In con
hadadrnnkenfrolicatthefort.When sequence of which I had it in my 
he returned his wife who never power in many instances to adminis
got drunk, but had often experi
enced the ill effects of her husband's 
intemperance, fearing what the con
sequences might be if he should 
come home in a morose and turbu
lent humor, to avoid his insolence 
proposed that we should both retire 
and keep ou t the reach of it, until 
the storm abated. We absconded 

tel' aid and refreshment to the poor 
prisoners of my own nation, who were 
brought into St. Johns during my 
abode in the family of the benevolent 
and hospitable Saccapee. Yet even in 
this family difficulties awaited me 
I had little reason to expect, and I 
stood in need of a large stock of pru
dence to enable me to encounter 

accordingly, but it so happened that them. In this I was greatly assisted 
returned and ventured into by the governor and 001. Schuyler, 

his presence before his wife had pre- who was then a prisoner. I was 
sumed to come nigh him. I fonnd moreover under unspeakable obliga

I 
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tions to the governor Oll another ac
count; I had received intelligence 
from my daughter Mary, the purport 
of which was that there was a pros
pect of her being shortly married to 
a young Indian of the tribe of St. 
Francois, with which tribe she had 
continued from the beginning of her 
captivity. These were heavy tidings 
and added greatly to the poignancy 
of my other afflictions. However, not 
long after I had heard this melan
choly news, an opportu ni ty presen ted 
of acquainting that humane and 
generous gentleman, the commander
in-chief and my illustrious benefac
tor, with this affair also, who, in 
compassion for my sufferings and to 
mitigate my sorrows, issued his or
ders in good time and had my 
daughter taken away from the Indi
ans and conveyed to the sam'e nun
nery where her sister was then 
lodged, with his express injunction 
that they should both be well looked 
after and carefully educated as his 
adopted children. In this school 
they continued, while the war, in 
those days between France and Great 
Britain, lasted. 

At the conclusion of which war, 
the Governor went home to France. 
took my oldest daughter along with 
him and married her there to a 
French gentleman whose name was 
Oron Lewis. He was at Boston with 
the fleet under Oount de Estang 
(1778) and was one of his clerks. 

My other daughter continuing in 
the nunnery. A considerable time 
after my return from captivity had 
elap3ed, when I made a journey to 
Oanada, resolving to use my best en
deavors not to return without her. 
I alTived just in time to F'revent her 
being sent to France. She was to 
have gone in the next vessel that 
sailed for that place. And I found 
it extremely difficult to prevail with 
her to quit the nunnery and go home 
with me. Yea, she absolutely re
fused, and all the persuasions and 
arguments I could use with her were 
to no effect, until after I had bren 
to the Governor and obtaineu a letter 
from him to the superintendent of 

the nuns, in which he threatened, if 
my daughter should not be delivered 
immediately into my hands, or could 
not be prevailed with to submit to, 
my parental authority, that he would 
send a band of soldiers to assist me 
in bringing her away. But so ex
tremely bigoted was she to the cus
toms and religion of the place, that" 
after all, she left it with the greatest 
reluctuance, and the most bitter 
lamentation, which she continued as 
we passed the streets and wholly re
fused to be comforted. My good 
friend, Major Small, whom we met, 
with on the way, tried all he could 
to console her, and was so very kind 
and obliging as to bear us company 
and carry my daughter behind him 
on horseback. But I have run on a 
IiWe before my story, for I have not 
yet informed YOll of the means and 
manner of my own redemption, to
the accomplishing of which, the re
covery of my daughter, just men
tioned, and the ransoming of some, 
of my other children, several gentle· 
men of note contributed not a little, 
to whose goodness therefore I am 
greatly indebted, and sincerely hope 
I shall never be so ungrateful as to 
forget it. 001. Schuyler, in partic
ular, was so very kind and generous 
as to advance 2700 lines to procure, 
a ransom for myself and three of my 
children. He accompanied and con
ducted us from Montreal to Albany 
and entertained us in the most 
friendly and hospitable manner a 
considerable time, at his own house,. 
and I believe entirely at his own ex
pense. 

ELEGY 

ON THE DEATH OF 

ENSIGN SAMUEL STRATTON. 

By THE REVEREND BUNKER GAY. 

Would you on rural dainties fatten, 

Be sure to pattern Ensign Stratton: 

Of those who on earth's surface dwell, 

Few lived so long and lived so well. 

Placed in that class that props the nation,. 

(For farming was his occupation) 

In this 'tis owned by those who knew him" 
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But few could equal, none outdo him. 

Healthy and strong the tools to wield 

To clear and cultivate the field, 

He, by the vigor of his arm, 

Soon realized a fertile farm. 

With good success furnished his house, 

First with a virtuous, loving spouse, 

Then with a likely, sturdy son, 

Greatly beloved; they had but one-

He in due time procured a wife, 

The crown and comfort of his life: 

Xn course three lovely daughters came, 

For each a sacred love the same. 

Thus did this family increase; 

All lived together and in peace. 

With this fond group encompassed round, 


'The good man felt his joys abound, 

And cheerfully his toil pursued, 

Inspired with love and gratitude. 

A hunter bred he loved to run, 

Equipped with powder-horn and gun, 

,When he'd return with a huge pack 

Enough to break another's back; 

Yea, oft from hunting the wild bees 

Come laden from the honey'd trees. 

In such amusing hunting tours, 

He only spent his leisure hours, 

So that in thi~ there was no harm, 


_	Since in good time he kept his farm 

And raised enough of farmer's fare, 

Both for his own and some to spare. 

He kept a hospitable hall, 

Free to refresh and comfort all 

Who visited his friendly dwelling, 

If rich, or if not worth a shilling; 

His liberal heart and bounteous hands 

Were always open to his friends. 

Thus uniformly kind and steady, 

To every social duty ready, 

They took delight in doing good 

As every honest Christion should; 

Of pure religion ne'er thought lightly; 

Chose wisdom's ways and walked up

rightly. 

But hitherto my pen displays 

Only his bright and happy days, 

Others replete with clustering woes, 

As we proceed we shall disclose. 

This world wherever fancy ranges 

Is liable to frequent changes. 

Grief may endure a night. forlorn, 

And gladness crown returning morn; 

Joy reign to-day and yet to-morrow 

Be dashed with overwhelming sorrow; 

This latter mortals not a few 

By sad experience find too true; 

Thus was our hero often tried; 

In him this truth was verified: 

Who without weeping can relate 


'The story of his dismal fate; 

A train of evils then begun 

When death deprived him of his son, 

His only son, his Absolom, 


-The joy and sunshine of his home. 

One woe is passed, another comes; 

No flower on earth for ages blooms; 

Many still fade in every clime, 

,Cut down and withered in their prime. 

And so it fares in every place 
With many of the human race: 
So to -be-sure it fared with one, 
Who tasted death as has been shown 
So too with his all lovely widow. 
Ah! what is life? a fleeting shadow, 
As sketched above you've seen the end 
Of her unhappy bosom friend; 
The tears for him were scarcely dried, 
Death took and lodged her by his side; 
And by this sudden, awful stroke, ,.. 
Their parents hearts were almost broke; ~ 

And thus he twice severely tried, 
Still other trials had to abide: 
For soon the Almighty with a stroke 
His wife, his long loved object took. 
From his dim eyes and withered arms. 
This world appeared to have no charms, 
But though of almost all bereft, 
He'd still one precious comfort left, 
His Roxalana, lovely one! 
Daughter of his deceased son, 
But, Oh! what earthly joys abide? 
To him this comfort was denied. 
The seasons oft grow dark and rainy, 
Alas! the lovely Roxalana 
Came like a flower that blooms in May 
And like a shadow passed away. 
Of this sweet comfort thus bereft. 
No brother dear or sister left. ' 
The world's enjoyments fast decrease, 
Death's harbingers alone increase. 
When nearly all earth's joys had fled 
In death he bowed his hoary head, 

I To him a crown of glory here, 
! No friend for him need drop a war. 

REV. T. F. ROGERS. 

A full biographical notice of this 

worthy minister was written soon 

after his decease by one who knew 

him well and appreciated him truly, 

Rev. A. M. Bridge. From his ac

count we shall make some extracts, 

and speak of Mr. Rogers more par

ticularly in connection with his 

labors in Vernon. He was born in 

'l'ewksbury, Mass_, Mar. 18, 1781. 

In childhood he was surrounded by 

circumstances favorable to forming 

a character of virtue and goodness. 

He was not a strong child, and per

haps £01' that reason was morc under 

the care of his mother (who was 

many years a widow) of whose good

ness and cou,nsel he ever spoke in 

terms of grateful remembrance. He 

attended the common schools; fitted 

for college at Phillips Academy, 




VERNON. 299 

Andover, Mass., and entered the 
university at Oambridge in 17P8. 

A classmate and intimate friend 
speaks in high terms of the rare pu
rity of his character. He had been 
brought up in the orthodox faith, in 
the most rigid forms, bnt by further 
inquiry and closer examinations of 
religious subjects, he was lead to 
adopt a more liberal faith. At the 
close of his collegiate course h e 
studied theology, a profession that 
had always been his aim and choice. 

He preached acceptably in Bern
a!'dstou, Mass., and was ordained 
pastor of the society there Sept. 2(l, 
1809. 

In May, 1810, he married Miss 
Mary Pierce of Woburn, Mass, For 
several years hi~ ministry was pros
perous, and his home the abode of 
quiet <Lud happiness. Then he was 
called to endure severe trials. His 
wife was afflicted with mental de
rangement, more or less severe for 
30 years, up to the time of her death 
in 1846. 

III 1822, the spirit of division, 
then so general, entered his society 
and Mr. Rogers was charged with 
having changed his sentiments and 
not preaching the gospel. He met 
this charge in his customary calm, 
forbearing manner, being conscious 
of having preached tIle same gospel 
he ever did. But all were Hot satis
fied, eleven families withdrew and 
formed themselves into a new so
ciety. 

It was found necessary to remove 
their meeting-house and build it 
anew. It was dedicated Jan 12, 
1828. The old society became too 
enfeebled to give their past()r an ad
equate support, therefore he cheer
fully sought employment for a part 
of the time elsewhere, and went 
forth a welcome missionary to many 
destitute places within twenty miles. 
He was also employed more than six
teen years by the Massachusetts 
Evangelical Missionary Society and 
by the Society for propagating the 
gospel among the Indians and 
others in North America. 

In 1825, he commenced preaching 

in V el'llon; his services were con ti n
ued many ye<Lrs. His pastoral con
Ilection and labors in Bernardston 
r emained unchanged. 

In the autumn of 1043, an attack 
of paralysis compelled him to relin
quish his labors. His life of devot
edness cast a radiance of glory on 
the clouded days of debility and 
pain. He died Jan. 26, 1847. 

Aj)10S TUTE 

was born Apr. 17, 1730, and died 
aged 60 years. He was a man 6 feet, 
7 in. in height, broad shoulders and 
of well developed form, athletic and 
of strong mind and good features. 
He married ~'frs. Jemima Howe on 
her return from captivity, who re
tained her youthful beauty to so 
great an extent that she recei ved the 
appelation of the fair captive. They 
had two chilren whom they buried. 
Mr. Tute belonged to a company of 
rangers stationed at Hinsdale Fort 
in 1757. In 1~168, he was appointed 
coroner for Oum berland Coun ty by 
a commission from Oadwallader 001
den, Lieut. Gov. of the Province of 
New York, which office he held until 
the breaking ont of the W-al' of the 
Revolution. He is said to have 
shouldered 4-~- bushels of salt, stand
ing in a half bushel, to show his 
strength. 

EPITAPH 

In Memory of 

Afr. Amos Tute 

Who died April1'7th 

1790 in the 60th 

year of his 

Age. 

Were I so tall to Reach the Pole 
Or grasp the ocean with my span; 

I must be measured by my soul, 
The mind's the standard of the man. 

MRS. JEMIMA TUTl!J 

Successively relict of .'l:fess1'S. 

William Phipps, Oaleb Howe & Amos 

Tute. 
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The two first were killed by the Indians 


Phipps July 5th 1143 

Howe Jttly 27th 1755 


When Howe was killed she & her children 

Then seven in number 


Were cal'ried into captivity 

The oldest, a daughter, went to France 


And was man'ied to a French Gentleman 

The youngest was torn from her Breast 


And pel'ished with hunger 

By the aid of some benevolent Gentlemen 


And her' own pel'sonal Heroism 

She recovel'ed the rest 


She had two by her last Husband 


Outlived both him and them 

And died March 7th 1805 aged 82 


Having passed through more vicissitudes 


And endured more hardships 

Than any of her cotemporal'ies 


No more can Savage foes annoy 

Nor aught her wide spread fame destroy 


EBENEZER SCOTT. 

The first white male child born in 
Bernardston (now Vernon) Sept. 
18, 1742, was taken by the Indians 
when 3 years old, together with his 
mother and three brothers (one an 
infant ), carried to Montreal and sold 
to the French, and was taken from 
there to Quebec jail, where his 
mother and brothers died, prisoners 
of the Freneh. 

He returned to his father in Ber
nardston when 8 years old and had 
lost our language and spoke French. 
He married Miss Love Fairman, from 
Conn., Mar. 12,1772; served in the 
War of the Revolution, and drew a 
pension therefor. He settled, lived, 
and died Mar. 4, 1826, on the place 
now occupied by his grandson. 

AMASA WRIGHT, 

one of the early early settlers, lived 
in the west part of Vemon. He was 
a tall, athletic man. The Indians 
had many times chased him, with 
the hope of getting him alive, to tor
ture, according to their custom. 
While men were picketing Fort 

Hinsdale in 1755, they were attacked 
by the Indians, one man was cap
tured, two killed and scalped, and 
two reached the fort, and Mr. Wright 
and his compa,nion saved themselves 
by flight. At another time, Mr. 
Wright was surprised by Indians 
while at work in Pe Chague meadow; 
both running at full speed, the fore
most Indian said, "me got you this 
time." Mr. Wright, reaching the 
gate of the fort, placed his hand on 
the top, and cleared it at one leap, 
bu t the Indians could not do it. 
Abishai, his son, died in 1860, aged 
88 years. 

JOHN JACOB PEELER 

died lVJar. 24, 1815, in his 70th year. 
He enlisted in the British army for 
5 years. He and two others left the 
fort commanded by Gen. Campbell, 
without receiving their discharge; 
were pursued by John Hare, cap
tured, brought back, tried by court 
martial, and sentenced, each, to re
ceive 999 lashes upon the naked 
back, with a cat-o-nine tails, and 
after a blow the lashes were staight
ened before another was givell. 

One of the three died before he 
had received the complement and 
the rest were inflicted afterward; 
the other died three days after his 
chastisemen t. 

Mr. Peeler said he should have 
died, if he had not crawled from his 
bunk around the floor. His com
rade said he could not do it. Mr. 
Peeler told them he should desert 
when he recovered, and when he 
was sent to a swamp with a bog
hoe, he left again and was not again 
found. He then enlisted in the 
American army in the Revolutionary 
War. At the battle of Bunkel' 
Hill, he took a powder-horn from a 
British soldier, which is now in the 
possession of A. H. Washburn. His 
daughter said his back was one solid 
scar. 

CAPT. JERIJAH THAYER, 

born in Bolton, Conn., Apr. 22, 
1762, carne to Vernon in 1787. Dur
ing the Revolution, when his elder 
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brother enlisted in the American 
,army, he was but 14 years old, and 
being short and small of his age 
.could not be accepted. He was 
much disappointed and impatiently 
waited two years when they could 
not refuse him. On his 16th birth
,day, his weight being but 90 lbs. he 
left home for camp, joined the army 
.and served his country three years, 
until it was freed from British rule. 
When twenty-two, he married Cyn
thia Case of Coventry, Uonn., and 
moved to Gill, Mass., and three 
years after to Vernon; stopping at a 

of their wedding-day was celebrated 
by the assembling of 150 persons, 
mostly relatives, at the homestead. 
Mr. Lee wished for death, made ar
rangements for his funeral, and 
quietly passed away. Mrs. Lee died 
a few years after. 

JUDGE LOVEWELL JOHNSON. , 
Lovewell Johnson, son of Isaac 

and Dinah Johnson of Verl1on, re
sided in town until about 1812, 
when he went to New York. He 
married Rebecca Stebbins of this 
town, daughter of Elijah and sister 

little clearing in the "Basin," of Oapt. Elijah. 

among the hills, where he built him Judge Johnson and wife, Rebec

,a framed house. He lived here and Ica, spent most of their time in Ver

reared a family of seven children 
,and died June 15, 1857, aged 95 
years. He was for some time the 
only surviving Revolu tionary pen
sioner in Windham county. 

DEA. JOHN LEE 

was born in Killingly, Conn" dur
ing the reign of George 3d, in 1771; 
died Feb. 13, 1868, aged 96 years 8 
months. He came to Vernon with 
his parents when eight years old. 
Polly Peeler (daughter of John 
.Jacob Peeler) was born in Walpole, 
N. H., in 1777; whence she removed 
to Greenfield in early life; thence 
to Vernon, Vt.; was married to Mr. 
Lee, March 9, 1798, by Judge 
Bridgman; had 12 children,-three 
died in infancy; one went to Michi
gan; one to Connecticut; two to 
:Massachllsetts and four lived in 
Vermont; one, Eli, while traveling 
an Wisconsin was lllurdered. 'rhere 
were 46 g:randchildren and 23 great
grandchIldren (1869). 

Mr. Lee resided most of his life 
on the homestead now owned by his 
son, George W. For 20 years he 
followed boating on the Connecticut 
River and voted at every presidential 
-election except the first, until his 
death. When Mrs. Lee was 83 
years old, she went to the residence 
,of her youngest daughter, then 40 
years old, and taught her to spin. 
March 9, 1864, the 66th anniversary 

non for several years previous to 
their deaths in 1859. '1'he follow
ing was taken from a central New 
York paper; 

"Died at Vernon, August 12, 
Lovewell Johnson, aged 76 years, 5 
months. Thus has suddenly passed 
from our midst one of the most tal
ented, wealthiest, and most remark
able lllen in Central New York. 
His immense estate accumulated by 
his frugality, energy and sagacity, 
without the aid of ancestral wealth 
or lucky ~peculation, affords the 
most positive proof that he was no 
ord inary man. Judge Johnson re
moved from Hoosic to Palermo at so 
early a day as to be mnked among 
the early settlers of that town. He 
located upon a farm, bu t studied 
and engaged in the practice of law. 
His previous studies, though prose
cuted mainly without a teacher, 
embraced those branches usually 
pursued in an academic education. 
His acquaintance with them was 
distinguished for it.s thoroughness 
and qualified him well for the work 
of teaching, which he for a time 
pursued. As a lawyer, he mani
fested clearness of perception, sound 
common sense, and indefatigable 
perseverance. For several years he 
held the office of county judge and 
discharged its duties with ability. 
He would unquestionably have at
tained a wide celebrity as a lawyer 
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had not his increasing property de
manded his principal attention. 
The later years of his life were 
given to the management of his es
tate, to the en tire abandonmen t of 
all legal practice. His business ac
curacy and integrity we never heard 
questioned, and he certainly mani
fested a commendable lenity to his 
debtors, so long as he was satisfied 
of their disposition fairly to ac
knowledge and discharge their ob
ligations. He abhorred laziness and 
was intolerant of fraud ; was himself 
simple ill h:lbits, unobtrusive in 
manners, enel'getic in business. 
prompt ,md remarkably exact in the 
performance of his slightest prom
ises as well as his obligations, was 
scrupulously honest, kind in his 
feelings and actively sympathetic 
with those in distress The day of 
his death afforded us a striking il
lustration of the frailty of man 
and the sudden vicissitudes of life. 
On Friday morning, we took from 
the postoffice a letter from Judge 
Johnson indicating his usual health, 
and while we were reading ita tele
gram announcing his dangerous ill
ness was received, and yet later, we 
learned of his death the same day. 
Willard, his only surviving Bon, 
reached the bedside of his father on 
the morning of his death. His wife 
died two days after, August 14th, 
aged 75 years, 4 months. 

. RUFUS EL}fER, 
I pointment in Depart

son of Rufus, grandson of Reuben Iment of the Government and re

wi th him, could bu t respect his 
earnestness and integrity to what 
he believed right. He was born in 
Vernon,moved in early life to W ood
stock, Oonn., where he engaged in 
shoe manufacturing. 

GEORGE HOWE, 

eldest son of Hon. Ebenezer Howe, 
'-..


jr., and gr{'at-grand-son of Capt. 

Moses Howe, who was taken by the 

Indians when a lad, and great-great
grandson of Oaleb Howe, killed by 
Indians, July 27,1755, and thehus
band of the"fair captive," and great 
great-great-grandson of Josiah Sart
well (the builder of Sartwell's Fort, 
1737) was born in Vernon, July 4, 
1824. 

In 1843 he entered the law de
partmen t of Harvard U ni versi ty and 
graduated in 1847, with the degree 
of Bachelor of laws; closed his pre
paratory studies as a law student in 
the office of Hon. W. O. Bradley at 
Westminster; was admitted to the r.-.
bar of Windham county, 1847; spent 
several years in Oalifornia; on his 
return located at Brat.tleboro and 
commenced the practice of law in 
1853; was admitted to the bar of the 
supreme court of the United States 
in 1856; was States Attorney, 1858
59; was appointed U. S. Attorney 
for the district of V ermon t by Pres
ident Lincoln in 1861; has also held 
many other offices and positions of 
trust; succeeded in obtaining an ap

the Pension 

and great-grandson of Jacob Elmer,
one of the early settlers of Vernon, 
died at San Francisco, Jan. 8, 18"10, 
of heart disease. A letter states 
that he was conscious to the last; 
said he was prepared to die. No 
man has lived in this city for the 
last generation who was more widely 
known, or that had the confidence 
of the community to a greater de
gree than Rufus Elmer. He was 
emphatically a radical on all sub
jects, generally living ahead of his 
age and al ways ready to defend his 
cause. Those who did not agree 

moved from Brattleboro ab~ut 1880. 

EBENEZER ~InLER, M. D., 

born in Vernon, Oct. 4, 1822, son of 
Ebenezer and Ama Miller, and the 
youngest of eight children. His 
great-grandfather was Isaac Miller, 
one of the early settlers of Dum
merston, Vt. His father died when 
he was seven years of age. He ob
tained a good scientific and classical 
education, attending the academies 
at West Brattleboro, Northfield and 
Shelburne Falls, obtaining means to 

~. 
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pursue his education by teaching, 
which he successfully did in the 
towns of Guilford, Vernon and 
Hinsdale, N. H. He commenced 
the study of medicine in 1838, with 
Dr. Oyrus Washburn; attended med
ical lectures at Hanover, N. H., 
New York Oity and Oastleton, Vt.; 
graduated from Oastleton Medical 
Oollege in 1843; married Lucia A. 

--- Whithed of Vernon, and commenc
ed the practice of medicine in Guil
ford in 1844; removed to Halifax 
soon after and remained 11 years; 
removed to St. Paul, Minn. Oct. 
1857. He opened a drug store in 
N atches, Miss., in 1863; after the 
close of the war, left his store in care 
of his eldest son; went to New Or
leans, and thence with a large stock 
of goods to Homer Oity, on a branch 
of the Red river, where in a few 
weeks he was taken with a disease 
peculiar to that climate and died 
July 21, 1R65, far from home and 
relatives, yet his last hours were 
cheered by the presence of friends 
and his wants ministered to by 
members of the Masonic order to 
which he belonged. His widow and 
four children still reside at St. Paul; 
liis sons, Nelson D. and Oharles M. 
are civil engineers. Clinton 0., a 
physician ill the city,and his daugh
ter principal of one of the city 
schools. 

SAMUEL LUKE PARSONS, 

born Oct. 30, 1831; his grandfather, 
Andrew Parsons, the son of a Brit
ish sea captain, and a nephew of 
Ohief Justice Theopihilus Parsons, 
was an early settler of Vernon; com
ing from Oonnecticut at tbe close of 
the war of the Revolution, in which 
he was a soldier, he purchased a 
portion of the Howe gran t and clear
ed himself a home. He there reared 
a large family of children, the 
youngest of foUl" sons, Samuel being 
the subject of this sketch. His 
children were Hannah, Samuel,Luke 
and John. At 15 years of age, Luke 
went to the academy at Bernard
ston, Mass. He also attended school 

at West Brattleboro, teaching school 
winters; at twenty he was prepared 
to enter the Sophomore class at 
Amherst; receiving an offer from 
his cousin, Andrew Parsons, acting 
governor of Michigan, to become his 
successor in legal practice, when l;td
mitted, he commenced the study of 
law and did not go to Amherst. At 
twenty-three he was admitted to the 
bar, and the following year elected. 
Oircuit Oourt Oommissioner, an 
office having the powers and duties 
of Judge at Oham bers and Master in 
Ohancery. At this time be was mar
ried to Miss Sarah Cook, dangh tel' 
of Madison Oook of Ypsilanti, Miss. 
In 1858, Mr. Oook died, leaving a 
large property in Detroit. Mr. Par
sons was made attorney of the es
tate and resigned his office and wen t 
to Detroit where he was attacked 
with a disease common to that clim
ate. He then returned to Vermont 
to regain his health, and resided 
wi th his father until the outbreak 
of the war of the Rebellion. He 
first enlisted in the 16th Vt. Vols. 
and was immediately promoted to 
Sergeant, and afterwards to 1st Ser
geant for meritorious l"oncJuct at the 
battle of Gettyshurg. 'When this 
regiment was disbanded, he entereJ 
the service in the Gulf Department 
at Quartermaster Sergean t·. He 
went to New Orleans, touching at 
Ouba. He met Senor Don Bernards, 
Mastel' of the Knights of Freedom 
(or defenders of the :Monroe doc
trine). He wrote at tbis time an 
epic poem, en ti tIed , "Atlantis on the 
Heiress," in ten cantos, being a story 
of the island of Ouba and tropical 
America, which he has read in sev
eral ci ties and been very favorably 
mentioned by the press. His corps was 
then transferred to the Shenandoah 
valley. He was disabled at Oedar 
Oreek and conveyed to Annapolis, 
where on his recovery, he wa" given 
charge of a ward at the Navy Yard 
Hospital; having care of the sick 
and wounded soldiers from Libby 
and Andersonville. He remained 
here until the expiration of his term 
of service and the war closed, when 
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he returned to Michigan, purchased 
a farm near Detroit and resumed his 
practice at the Detroit bar. 

HIRAM E. JORNSON, 

EDWARD EASTMAN FROST, D. M. D., 

born at Vernon, Nov. 8, 1849. In 
1864, he went to New York and at
tended Thomson's Business Oollege 
one year,and the 13 th St. High School 

son of Hiram Johnson born at Ver- I two years. In 18U9 he commenced the' 
non, Dec. 17, 1834; fitted for college I study of dentistry with Dr. J. B. 
under the instruction of Prof. L. F. IWalker, at Worcester, Mass.; entered 
Ward at Saxtons River and west- IHarvard Den tal School 1870; grad
minster; began the study of medi- uated, 187.4; returned to Worcester 
{;ine with Dr. E. O. Oross at Brat- and practiced one year with Dr. 
tleboro ill 1854; attend€'d medical Gould;. opened an. office, Mar. 18, 
lectures at Berkshire Medical 001- 1~75, hlms.elf, and IS still practicing 
lege, Pittsfield, Mass.; graduated at hl!~lrofesslOn ~t Worcester. 
Oastleton Medical Oollege, June. e trave~e~.m Europe extensively 
17, ~~57; began the practice of III 1878, ':ISltlllg ~he most noted 
medlCllle at Halifax where he places of .lllterest III England, Ire
remain.ed eig!lt years, (excepting b~d, SWitzerland, Germany and 
some time whlCh he spent in hos
pi tals in vicinity of Washington, D. 
0:, also at Belleuve Hospital, N. Y. 
Olty, where he gained a thorough 
kn~wledge of practical surgery); ill 
.sprlllg of 1865, removed to Hale, Ill' 
tW? years later went to Weston, Ill.; 
bullt the first house in town; opened 
a drug-store and had a remunerative 
practice, also held the office of post
master and land agen t. 

SOLOMON TRAYER STREETER, 

born May 28, 1841, in Vernon, son 
of Noyes Streeter, who has always 
· d ' V fi f

1lve 111 ernon, tted or college at 
Bernardston, Mass., and Exeter, N. 

Fiance. 

HAMILTON LEE WRITHED, A. B., 

born at Vernon, }far. 6, 1854; fitted 
for college at Dean Academy, Frank
lin, Mass. j entered Tuft's Oollege at 
Medford, Mass., 1873, and graduated 
1877; entered Boston Law school, 
1877, and graduated therefrom, 1880; 
admitted to Suffolk bar, Nov. 1880; 
practiced his profession till March 
1883, when he went to Grand Forks, 
Dakota, and entered the office of the 
Vermont Loan and Trust Oompany 
at that place. 

GEO. F. BARBER, D. D. S., 

born at West Northfield, M~ss., Dec. 
H.' entered Amherst College in 1863 1,1854, came to Vernon III ~S65; 

, .. .' attended school at Power's Institute, 
and graduated, 1867; havlllg paid Bernardston, Mass. and Goddard 
his way chiefly by his own labors. Seminary, Barre, V't. He entered 
His health failed and he immediate- the Philadelphia Dental Oollege, 
ly went to Europe to regain, if pos- 001'. lOth and Arch Sts., and gradu
sible, in travel, his failing health. ated therefrom 1881; commenced 
He visited Scotland, England, th. e practice of his profession at 
France, Switzerland and Germany, Fitchburg, Mass., May, 1881, and 
and returned in the autumn, re-/ remained till Nov. 1883, when his 
stored to health; began the study of health failing him, he came to Ver
law at the Columbia Oollege Law Inon, an now, 1885, is in successful 
School and was ar1mitted to the New 
York bar the following May. He 
graduated from the Law School, 
1869, and began the practice of his 
profession in New York Oity, and 
still continues at the same place. 

practice of his profession here. 
SWIFT WATERMAN. 

A large portion of the merchan
dise and productions of the eastern 
part of the State were formerly 

http:remain.ed
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transported in fiat bottomed boats 
upon the Connecticut river from 
Hartford, Conn., to the northern 
part of Vermont. Tbeir capacity 
fOl' many years was from 10 to 20 
tons, until they were increased in 
size to carry from 30 to 40 tons. 
Three men would take the boat from 
Hartford to the foot of swift water, 
at the foot of Clary's Island, then it 
required 10 extra men to take the 
boat the next 10 miles over swift 
water. These swift-wa,ter-men were 
a hardy, energetic, jolly set. of men, 
ready at a moment's warmng, and 
each received for pay 81.50 to Brat
tleboro, or 82.00 up to Leavitt's Rock, 
except during a few years just before 
the cars began to do business, when 
the pay was increased 50 cents to 
each place. They used white ash 
setting-poles with a heavy spike in 
the end, and when there was a strong 
south wind they could sail a large 
part vf the way. A t "Brattleboro 
tunnel" they drew the boat with a 

""" 	 windlass, and at Leavitt's Rock with 
oxen. The pay was al ways the same, 
and when the wind was favorable, 
they could make two trips a day to 
Brattleboro. There was also another 
set of men on the New Hampshire 
side of the river. They usually re
turned in a skiff loaded to its full 
capacity. Erring brothers were often 
tried by a court of swift watermen, 
in the usual form of sheriff, judge 
and jnry, and the charge to the jury 
was sometimes given in this way: 

«Gentlemen of the jury-You 
have heard the testimony of the wit
nesses and the pleading of the coun
sel on both sides. You will retire 
to your room, and after due consid
eration if you find the accused guil
ty, say guilty, and say no more, and 
on the other hand if yon finu him not 
guilty, say guilty and say no more." 

So the accused was brought in 
guilty, and fined one gallon, and his 
accomplice, as appeared by the testi
mony having a hand in the offense, 
would be fined two gallons. As this 
town is the only one in this state 
having need of the services of swift 

watermen, we append a list of those 
who served during the last years of 
flat-boating. 

Capt. Moses Howe; Ebenezer 
Howe; Ebenezer Howe, Jr. ; Josiah 
Howe; Samuel Brooks; Samuel 
Brooks, Jr.; Oapt. Rufus Brooks; 
Simeon Bishop; Capt. Benj. Bishop; 
Ezra Clark; Hosea Clark; Samuel 
Clark, .Jr.; Zenas Cutler; Rufus 
Elmer; Sude Fairman; Zerah K. 
Fairman; Asa Fairman; Elijah 
Fairman; Jonathan B. Green; Syl
vester Hynes; Austin Harris; Syl
vanus Hanis, Jr.; Charles S. Har
ris; 1. W. Johnson, Esq.; Wm. 
Johnson, Esq.; Willard Johnson, 
Esq. ; Dea. John Lee ; Jesse Lee, 
Esq.; Eli Lee, Esq. ; Joel Noyes; 
Levi Ray; Luther Streeter; B. A. 
Streeter; P. H. Streeter; James 
Streeter; Wm. Stebbins; Barney 
Smith; Capt. Slunner Titus; Erastus 
Tyler; Ablshai Wright. 

STEAMBOATS. 

The first steamboat, called the 
Barnet, (Rufus Robinson, Pilot) was 
buil t in 1827; was 75 feet long, 
14 1-2 feet wide and was to run from 
Hartford, Oonn., to Bellows Falls. 
It ran only about 2 years. The John 
Ledyard was built in 1830, of still 
greater power, and next the William 
Holmes, Capt. James Davenport of 
Hinsdale, N. H. Rufus Robinson 
pilot the first year and Capt. Sum
ner Titus the second year-it ran in 
1831 and 1832. About the same 
time Capt. Blanchard built a steam
boat to run from Bellows Falls to 
McIndoes Falls, called the Vermont. 
It was 80 feet long, and 14 wide and 
drawing only 12 or 15 inches of 
water. The stroke of the piston 
was horizontal and the power of the 
engine 120 horse. These steamboats 
were intended to tow the fall boats, 
where the water was not too swift; 
and they would take along three at 
once. 

STAGE LINE. 

Hon. Ginery Twichell of Massa
chusetts was proprietor of the stage 
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route through this town and from
,Vorcester, Mass., to Greenfield, 
Keene, N. H., and to Brattleboro, 
from 1837 until the Vt. and Mass. 
R. R. came into operation, and about 
12 years after. 

RAIL ROAD. 

The first gronnd broke in Vernon 
for the Vt.and Mass. R. R. was 
Nov. 12,1847, on the 001. Patterson 
farm now owned by Nathaniel 
Brooks, Jan. 1, 1849. Three engines 
and cars carne to Sou th Vernon on 
the Oonn. R R. R. from Greenfield, 
the first in town, Jan. 16, 1849. An 
engine crossed Northfield bridge to 
South Vernon on the V t. and Mass. 
R. R. , Jan. 30. An engine came to 
Vernon Oenter, Feb. 12, then went 
to Brattleboro, and the 20th was 
the opening celebration of the road. 
Two engines and fifteen cars came 
from Boston, and one engine and 
three cars from Greenfield. Three 
or fonr thousand people came from 
adjoining towns, making five or six 
thousand peopl':) in all. 

A REMARKABLE INCIDENT. 

A few years previous to the l'UU

ning of the V t. and Mass. H" R. 
through Vernon, Marshall Whithed, 
merchant of this place, in company 
with a Hartford, Oonn., man and 
another at White River, Vt., did 
most of the boating upon the Con
necticut river for several years. The 
proprietor at Hartford furnitlhed one 
Quin, a skipper of one of the com
pany boats, money sufficient to bear 
the expenses, lockage, etc., to Ver
non. When he was crossing the 
fishing-grounc1near Suffield, Conn., 
he reported to his comrade that he 
had lost his pocket- book overboard, 
money and bills of goods. When 
Mr. Whithec1 settled with him, he 
paid him minus the amount paid 
him at Hartford. Quin then sued 
Whithed, and the court was in ses
sion when a mes8enger brought into 
court the identical pocket book tied 
with a string and a stone tied to the 
end of the string. It was discovered 

by fishermen, attached to their seine 
while fishing for shad, having lain 
in tJle river through the winter. The 
bills were all correGt, but no money 
was found. Quin immediately dis
appeared anc1 absented himself for 
many years. 

THE WOLF. 

In May,1808, a wolf was discover
ec1 in Vernon, by the havoc he made 
among sheep. One Saturday night 
he killed and wounded 14 sLeep. 
Sunday morning he was seen by 
Wm. Newhall in the edge of a for
est two or three miles from where he 
killed the sheep. Newhall gave the 
alarm, and by two o'clock he was 
sUl'l'ol1nded by the people of Vernon 
anc1 vicinitv. Dr. Washburn and 
Gen. Hunt" rod e around tbe ring and 
gave the orders to march and each 
man to keep his right and left com
rades in view. The circle grew rap
idly smaller and three shots hit him. 
John Ohase and Jonathan Parks of 
Gill, securec1 the skin and it was 
made into two drum heads. After 
the hunt, the people gathered at Dr. 
Washbul'll's and partook of a sub
stan tial collation. 

A HEMLOCK TREE. 

In 1809 01' 1810, Eli Lee cut a 
hemlock tree and in felling it dis
covered wi thi 11 three or foul' inches 
of the heart tha,t the bark had been 
hewed off and the wound closttd over 
it. Outside of the wound he count
ed 190 rings. 

THE VERNON CANNON 

was a twenty fonr cylinder revolver 
invented by Oyrus Dodge of Dum
merston The proprietors were Col. 
J. ]'. Burrows of Vel'llon, 001. Geo. 
B. Kellogg and Col. S. M. W ai t of 
Brattleboro. It was cast by Oyrus 
Alger of Boston, Mass., and made at 
the machine shop of Geo. Newman 
and son of Brattleboro, under the 
supervision of Jacob Marsh, and put 
together at Vernon in 1859. It was 
tested by a committee of investiga
tion, (sent by Oongress under the 
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direction of Jefferson Davis, chair sion;}) but it was decided not to ex
man of the Military, Committee of cuse him, so he officiated and took 
the Senate of the U. S. and Gov. for his text: "There is death in the 
Floyd, Secretary of War), consisting pot," II Kings, 40, (presumably on 
of Maj. Thornton, Oapt. Manerdin, account of an acquaintance with Mr. 
and Lieutenant Balch. It cost Cook). 
$6,000 and weighed over twenty When Mr. Cook had officiated un
tOllS. til the people were satisfied of his 

general habits and character, they
FALLS FIGHT TOWNSHIP convened a council for his dismis

sion. Mr. Wright, still a residentANDLY ~IEAR INISTERS. and present at the conncil, and in. 
The first settled minister of Fall company with some of his former 

Town was the brethren of the Clergy who were ac
quainted with the circumstances of 

REV. JOHN NORTON, his separation from his people, en
quired if, in their opinion, he ought,from Windham, Oonn, ordained in 
with other members of this church1741, and on account of the unset
and congregation, to clothe himselftled state of the times, was dismiss
in sackcloth and sprinkle ashes on.ed 1745 While afterwards, acting 
his head, in mourning, at the prosas chaplai n at a fort near Hoosic, he 
pect of their being left desti tu te of was taken captive by the French 
a minister, or whether he was notand Indians and carried into Oan
rather entitled to a song of exultaada. 
tion over his neighbors, in rememThe French war began in 1755 
brance of the circulllstances of hisand as the inhabitants re'llided most
separation from them. ly in Burke's Fort, there was no 

H.ev. Bunker Gay replied, "Sing,minister until 1761, when 
Sing." 


REV. JOB WRIGHT 
 Mr. Wright observed that he was 
no singer; but only spoke metaphorwas settled. In 1762, the town was ically, and had no song prepared forincorporated Bernardston. During the occasion.the Revolutionary war the town fur Mr. Gay said, "then sing this andnished its full quota of lllen and Mr. we will assist you:"Wright's salary was much neglected. 

Reduced to want with lantern jaws,A tax was raised, and the constable 
paid off Mr. Wright in continental My people, I forsook, 


bills depreciated in value to nearly 
 And to avenge my righteous cause, 
God sent them Parson Cook: 

for this depreciated value of his 
O. :iHr. Wright asked compensation 

ANOIENT REJ~IOS.salary during seven years of hard 
labor as pastor,and the town refused OHEST AND DRAWERS:-This old 
and by his own request he was relic was probably made in England,
dismissed. of English oak, the grain being finer In December 1783, than American. It was split and 

REV. AMASA OOOK shaved and the outside elaborately 
carved and fastened together with 

was ordained; when the ministers wooden pins. It was repaired by Mr. 
were assembled in session the even Dwinnell of Brattleboro, who said 
ing previous to the ordination, it he thought it to be 200 years old. 
was ascertained the minister selected The letters, J. E. N. are carved 
to preach the ordination sermon was upon the center panel (for John 
absent. This duty was placed upon and Elizabeth Nims). They being
Rev. Bunker Gay; said he: "I have the great-grand-parents of· the late 
made no preparation for this occa- John Stebbins, Esq., who owned it 
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and to whom it was given by his 
mother (daughter of Col. Hawks of 
.Deerfield) and to her by John and 
Elizabeth Nims. Mr. Stebbins gave 
it to his son on his 38th birth-day
the late John Stebbins, Jr. John 
Stebbins, Esq., also had in his pos
session, two testaments; the oldest 
has on its title page the following: 

"The New Testament of our Lord 
.and Savior ~J esus Christ, by Wm. 
Tyndale, the Ma.rtyr. 

The original edition 1526, 
.being the first vernacular transla
tion from the Greek with a memoir 
of his life and early writings, to 
which are annexed the essential 
variation of Coverdale; Thomas 
Mathews; Cranmers the Genevan, 
_and the Bishops' bible as marginal 
readings. By J. P. Dabney." 

It is divided into chapters, but 
not in verses. 

MRS. LUOY PATTERSON PEELER, 

·daughter 0-£ Eleazer Patterson and 
grand-daugh tel' of Col. Eleazer Pat
terson, who received the appoint
ment of Colonel in t;he Southern 
Regiment in Cumberland county 
from the council of appointment of 
the State of New York, Aug. 18, 
1718, anci also received a commis
sion as assistant justice at the same 
time by virtue of the constitu tion of 
the State of New York; also ap
pointed justice of the quorum and 
also of the Court of Oyer and Term
iner, June 5, 1782. 

Col. Patterson's first wife died 
Apr. 14, 1761, aged 47; her's being 
the first lettered gravestone in town. 

Mrs. Peeler was the wife of Al
lender Peeler, son of John Jacob, 
~nd the mother of 16 children. She 
died Apr. 21, 1871, aged 91 years. 

From an obituary in the "Ver
mont Phamix," Brattleboro, we 
add: 

"Six of her children were twins; 
thirteen Ii ved to an advanced age. 
There is now living a daughter, Mrs. 
Lucretia Brooks, who is over 70, 
~nd nine sons yet remain to cherish 

her memory, six of whom and YIrs. 
Brooks were present at her funeral, 
which was attended by Rev. M. H . 
Harris of Brattleboro. She has 33 
living grand-children and 16 de
ceased; 24 great-grandchildren and 
8 deceased; 1 great-great-gra.ndchild 
and 1 deceased, making 97 lineal 
descendants, 65 now living. George 
A., son of George, was killed at the 
battle of Winchester. and Ohas. A., 
son of Allender, was killed one 
month after at Cedar Creek, in the 
war of the rebellion. From the 
home experience of Mrs. Peeler in 
caring for the sick, her presence 
was always sought and freely given 
among her neighbors, and many re
member her acts of kindness with 
gra.titude. Much tender care was 
bestowed upon her declining days by 
her son, Allender and his wife, 
where she resided, and all her de
scendants are worthy, industriou8, 
citizens, and respected in tbe com
munity wh~re they reside." 

lIiRS. POLL Y LEE, 

wife of John Lee and daughter of 
John J aco b Peeler, was the old est 
person in town at the time of her 
death and for some years previous. 
She lived with her son, George W. 
Lee, spending her time knitting and 
by her cheerful conversation en
livening all with whom she asso
ciated. She died 1879, aged 92. 

SIX GRANDFATHERS. 

Lillian E. and Francilia A., child
ren of C. E. Davis, born 1859 and 
1861, had six living grandfathers, 
viz: Amos Davis, 1. W. Johnson, 
Jr. The great-grandfathers were 
1. W. Johnson, Taylor Briggs, 
Amos Davis and Anthony Oombs. 

SIX GRANDlIIOTHERS. 

Isa, daughter of Wm. A. Newton, • 
born 1856, had six grandmothers, 
viz: Mrs. Lavinia Newton, Mrs. 
Lydia Tyler, grandmothers, and 
great-grandmothers, Mrs. Sabra 
Newton, Mrs. Harriet Tyler, Mrs. 
'Villard and Mrs. Dolly Frost. 
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NECROLOGY. 

Taken from the day-book of the 
late Dr. Cyrus Washburn during 14 
years from and after Jan. 1, 1826: 
whole number of deaths 140. Just 
one-half (70) died passing their 20th 
year; 30 between the ages of 20 and 
50, of whom 16 were males and 14 
females. The remaining 40, of 
whom 22 were males and 18 females, 
lived to an average age of 70 years. 
Five of them, two males and three 
females, averaged 90 years, 7 
months; the oldest, Mrs. Mary Har
ris, being 95 years old. The largest 
number of deaths in one year (1826) 
was 15; seven being ad ul ts and eigh t 
infants. The smallest uum bel' in 
one year was five in 1830; one adult 
and foul' infants. The last year, 
1839, ten died, seven males and 
three females; eight adults and two 
minors. The average number of 
deaths per year being t en. The 
census of the town in 1840 was 681; 
therefore the ratio of deaths was one 
in sixty-eight per annum. 

No prevailing epidemic afflicted 
the town during this period. These 
facts give the probabilities of life as 
follows: Of those who are born one

. . f . l'
haIf d Ie 

· 
IU III ancy, 01 )efOle, 20 

years of age, three-fourths durlllg 
the next 30 years; the remaining 
two-sevenths live to be 50 years old 
and upwards and to an average age I The ,,:oom below flamed like a stove 
of " three score and ten." I Anxwus f01' those who slel~t above 

EXOSTOSIS. 

Reuben Elmer died May 9, 1841, 
aged 87 years, of exostosis of the 
ring-finger. It was caused by an 
injury received on his finger while 
sculling a boat in his youth, making 
a bunch the size of a chestnut be
tween the second and third joint, 
which gave him no trouble until 
about a year before his death, when 
it increased rapidly in size and for 
some days previons to his death was 
larger than his head. He was the 
Bon of Jacob Elmer, who died Nov. 
11, 1815, aged 87 yeal:s. 

SPOTTED FEVER. 

This epidemic, in ,1813, was very 
distressing in this town, about one
fifth of the inhabitan ts were affli cted 
with it and about one-thirtieth part 
died. There were 21 deaths, mostly 
of children, in the course of a few 
weeks; four died in the course of 24 
hours. 

BURYING GROUNDS. 

There are three public burial
grounds; one at South Vernon, one 
in the vicinity of the Lilly Pond and 
one two miles north of Vernon Oen
tre, called the Hunt bUl'ial ground, 
There is a family burying-ground 
on th e Col. Patterson place (so 
called), Another on the Ensign 
Samuel Stratton place, a mile and a 
half below the center of the town, 
and the Stebbins burial-ground in 
the bow of the river. There are 
many quaint epitaphs found upon 
the more ancient tombstones in 
these grounds, some of which we 
give. Rev. Mr. Gay was the author 
of most of them. 

INSORIPTION (OF ~RS. R(lBINSON.) 
The unfortunate lI~lranda, daughter of 

Jo~n and Ruth Bndgman, whose re
maIllS are here interred, fell a prey to 
the flames that consumed her father's 
house on ye 11th of June, 1797. Aged 
29. 

She ventured on ye trembhng floor 
Andfell. She sunk and j'ose no more. 

DILL EL11fER 
died, Jan. 11, 1804 

.lE 67 . 

Tranquil and silent he1'e lies Dill, 

What gifts he had he managed well. 

He did his best to merit fame 

And left behind him a good name. 

Remember Dill and do the same. 


ANOTHER EPITAPH. 

Upon a tomb-stone in the old yard 
at Hinsdale, N. H., near the former 
residence of Rev. Bunker Gay, is the 
following inscription: 

"Underneath Deposited is the body of 
Col. Ebenezer Hinsdale, who for his su
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pernatural endowments, extensive learn
ing and usefulness, not only in private 
life but in various important public 
offices he s ustained was far known and 
admil'ed . After a long illness, he died, 
Jan, 6, 1763. There also lies buried the 
body of Mrs. Mary Beal, the mother of 
Col. Ebenezer Hinsdale, who was home 
on her return from captivity in Canada, 
with whom she lived a widow at the 
time of his death , which is thought to 
have brought on he rs, the morning after 
she died Anno .Al:tatis 83. Her husbands 
were Lieut. Mehuman and George Beal. 
By the first she had two sons, ~amuel 
and J ohn-after this, whose only child, 
1111'S. Abig'ail Hinsdale, died at Hinsdale, 
Aug. 10, 1739-was interred at Deerfield. 
His still surviving partner, Mrs. Abigail 
Hinsdale, daughter of Rev. John 'Wil
liams of Deerfield a nd worthv relict of 
Col. Ebenezer Hinsdale now-mourning 
the absen"'e or her dear deceased relatives 
has caused their names and destinje~ to 
be recorded together on this stone, June 
2,1764. 

FROM THE HUNT BURYING GROUND. 

In i11eTlwl'yof Mr. 

Caleb Howe a very 


K.ind companion who 

was killed by the Indea 


ns June ye 27th 

1755 in ye 32 year 


Of his age. his wife Mrs. 

J emima Howe with 7 


Children taken captive 

at the same time. 


BELDING GENEOLOGY. 

The family descends in a direct 
line from,-lst, Richard Belding, 
England, and one of the fo unders of 
Weth; 2d, Samuel, son of Richard, 

imposing appearance, in the cocked
hat and careful costume of a gentle
man of the olden time, with his de
liberate movements on the street, he 
is remembered as a striking figure by 
the bo}'s of his day. 6th, Elijah, 
son of J onathan, born in 17"/4, 
married Mar. 18, 1810, to Lois 
S. Stevens, of Warwick. Their 
children were Lois S., born }1lay 2, 
18l1, dierl Sept. 23, 1814; Elijah 
E., subject of this sketch; J ona
than, born Aug. 16, 1815, a large 
owner of real estate in Fi tch burg, 
Mass. ; Lois 8., born Sept. 15, 1818, 
died Dec. 13, 1862; Maria A., born 
Oct. 2, 1820, married June 1, 1843, 
to Elijah M. Dickinson, a large real 
estate owner and manufacturer in 
Fitchburg. 

ELIJAH E. BELDING 

wa.s born in the town of Vernon, 
Vt., Apr. 18, 1813, the 2d child of 
Elijah and Lois S. Belding. 

He passed his minority at home, 
working on his father's farms in 
Vernon and Northfield. His educa
tion was received in the district 
school of the neighborhood, sup
plemented by an attendance at 
the academy schools of West Brattle
boro', Vt., and Westfield, Mass. He 
was married, Mar. 22, 1830, to Eliza, 
daughter of Jacob and Dolly Frost, 
of Vernon. At the time of his mar
riage, his father gave him about 50 
acres of land, upon which he settled 

who was killed by Indians in the at- I at that t ime. Mr. Belding still 
tack on Hatfield, Sept. 19, 1677; points with pride to the little old 
3d, Stephen, son of Samuel, born in 
1658, died Oct. 6,1720; 4th, Jona
than, son of Stephen, born in 1694, 
in Hadley, and a lieutenant in Rul
Ie's war in 1724. He received a 
grant of 12 acres of land, on condi
tion of building a saw-mill at North
field, in 1117. He died July 6, 1778. 

house still standing near his fine res
idence in which he and Mrs. Bel
ding commenced "keeping house." -..
From the first Mr. Belding devoted 
particular attention to the growth of 
hops, and has raised altogether 41 
successive crops. He has also dealt 
largely in cattle. To the original 50 

5th, Jonathan, son of the preced- acres given him by his father he has 
ing, born in 1729, in Northfield. 
This gentleman was an invalid for 
years. He was careful of his health, 
methodical in his habits, and was 
never known to run. No emergency 
could hasten his regular pace. Of 

added other lands, until at the pres
ent t ime his farm comprises 270 
acres. In addition to carrying on 
the farm, he established in West 
Northfield a general store, which 
was the only store for many years in 

-.. 




--' · 
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that portion of the town. By care
ful and prudent management in all 
his undertakings, seconded by the 
efforts of his excellent wife, who has 
been truly a helpmeet, Me Belding 
has been enabled to build one of the 
most convenient and comfortable 
farm houses of Northfield, to furnish 
his children with an education the 
best the sehools of the coun try afford, 
to render them all needed assistance 
in the start in life, and has,llloreover, 
ample means left for the comforts of 
old age. 

He has filled various offices of pub
lic trust. Was selectman 11 years, 
justice of the peace 5 years, and post
master at West Northfield 23 years. 
Was elected a represen titti ve to the 
Legislature for the session of 1873, 
and served on the committee of agri
culture. For many years he was a 
trustee of Power's Institute, of Bern
ardston, and is at present a trustee 
of the Greenfield Savings Bank. In 
politics he is a Republican, and in 
religious belief a Unitarian. 

Mr. and Mrs. Belding have chil
dren as follows: Edward E., born 
Jan. 2, 1837, married, Oct. 15,1861, 

JARVIS F. BURROWS. 

Mr. B. was no ordinary man. By 
nature he was gifted with a keen per
ception, a great memory and a pow
er of attraction, the equal of which, 
but few men can boast. He was a 
stong, whole souled man, contact 
with him always left a strong im
pression. Men who knew him in 
prosperi ty, who were the recipients 
of his lavish purse in former years, 
who date thei r start in life-their 
position-to his ad vice, are not a 
few. His acquantance was large, 
and he made himselfknown wherever 
he was. His loss will be greatly 
felt-none more so in the town. His 
funeral was largely attended. Peace 
to his memory. 

THE VERi)IONT PHCBNIX, 

BRATTLEBORO: 


Friday Evening, Feb. ~4, 1871. 


SURPRISE PARTY. 
About a score of the friends of 

Lafayette Whithed, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Hale of Bernardston, Mass., 
the parents of Mrs. Whithed, gave 

to Mary A., daughter of Phineas them an agreeable surprise on the 
Stead~lan, of Ohicopee, Mass., agen t occasion of the 33d anniversary o~ his 
at Ohlcopee JunctIOn of the Oon- birthday, last Monday evemng. 
necticu t River railroad.i Eliza E., After exchanging greetings, he was 
born May 11, 1842, died Apr. 3, presented with a nice carriage 
1849 ; Elijah, born Apr. 1847, mar- blanket and a copy of Prof. J. S. 
ried, June 14, 18"{0, to Hattie E. Lee's n~w book, then each guest pre
Overhiser, of Hudson, N . Y., edu- sen ted him a pipe, being considered 
cated at Powers' Insti tlits, Bernard- by the aborgines an emblem of peace, 
ston, and graduated at Eastman's and one coming in late presented 
Business Oollege, New. York: He him a pipe in due form, not know
is now one of the proprIetors III the ing that he had received any. A 
firm of McIntosh & 00., boot and sumptuous feast added to the enjoy
shoe jobbers, in Springfield, Mass'j ments of the evening. The great
He has for the last two years be.en a 
me~lber of the commoD; councIl of 
Sprmgp.eld. Has two chIldren, John 
Eastman and an infant. 

Edgar F., born Jan. 17, 1850, 
graduated at Yale Oollege in 1872, 

great-grandfather of Mr. Whithed, 
Ensign Samuel Stratton, purchased 
of Westmoreland Field, the farm of 
Mr. Whithed, 122 years since, and 
seven year~ after, in addition, three 
~trattons of N orth~eld . sold to En

and is now a member of the firm of sign Stratton their l'lght to land 
E. M. Diekinson & 00., boot and called Strattonfield, given by will of 
shoe manufacturers, at Fitchburg, Hezekiah Stratton, the father of 
Mass. ; Everett E., born May 25, Samuel, and his three brothers, for 
1854, died Oct. 9, 1854. £600. Said farm has been in the 
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possession of his lineal descendants 
to the sixth generation. '1'here was 
read for the entertainment of the 
gueklts, an elegy on the death of En
sig Samuel Stratton, written by 
Rev. Bunker Gay, the first settled 
minister of Vernon. * 
THEVERMONTRECORD ANDFARMER. 

Jan. 10, 1873. 

A WOODEN WEDDING. 

On Wednesday evening, Jan. 1st, 
the house of Mr. and Mrs. George 
H. Hubbard of this place suddenly 
became filled with their relatives and 
many friends, who, wishing to 
give them a New Year's call, had 
come to offer congratulations and 
celebrate the fifth anniversary of 
their marriage. After the company 
had been assembled about an hour, 
and the many gifts from their friends 
had been displayed, Rev. N. O. 
Hodgdon, in behalf of those present, 
made a short presentation speech, 
and remarks were called for from 
Roswell Wood, Esq., 11. 1. Read, 
Wm. F. Johnsoil, Ohester Lee, Hen
ry Traskand E. F. Belding. Then 
Miss Hattie Wood read beautifully 
a very interesting epistle written by 
Artemus V\Tashburn, Esq.: 

An Epistle of Artemus the Scribe 
from the Book of Ohronicles, to 
George surnamed Hubbard. 

And it came to pass in the year 1737, 
in the county Hampshire, Province 
of Massachusetts Bay, town of Squak
heag, in the valley of the Fresh, or 
Qllon-ek-ticut river was built a fort 
by Orlando of the triheofBridgman. 
Now this fort was considered a safe 
protection for the inhabitants there
of against Indian and French invad
ers. And men who feared the Lord 
and kept his commandments, came 
from other Provinces <tnd dwelt in 
the fort and in its vicinity, and had 
great possessions. And after many 
years it became the possession of 
George of the tribe of Hubbard, 
which was the son of El'astu-s the 
Oolonel, which was the son of John, 

'See page 309. 

a devout man, and a Ruler of the 

House of God, who married Anne, 

a sister of Jonathan the Lieut. Gov

ernor who was of the tribe of Hunt. 

Now Erastus the Oolonel had a broth

er, a governor in the Province of 

New Hampshire, who ruled wisely 

and well. 


And behold the cry of war resound
ed through the land, and George, a 
valian t man, able to bear buckler 
and sword, skillful in war, went out 
to the war of the Rebellion. And 
the enemy were beaten and driven 
back, for the Lord was on our side. 
And it came to pass when he return
ed, there were great rejoicings 
among his brethren and kinsfolk. 
Now Fanny, the mother of George, 
(which was the daughter of Dolly 
and Jacob of the tribe of Frost) 
spake unto her son; hearken now 
unto my voice, and choose thee a wife 
from among the fair aams els. Now 
this son behaved himself wisely, and 
departed unto the town of Ethan 
Allen notoriety, where dwelt the ....
French, and although in the habit of 
taking prisoners, was himself capti
vated by Hattie Maria, which was the 
daughter of Mary :Foster and Ohester 
W. of the tribe of French, which 
was the son of Nathaniel tbe Oaptain, 
which was the son of Nathaniel, 
which was the brother of "William 
who was shot by the hands of Oruel 
Ministerial tools of George ye 3d, 
at vVestminstel',March ye 13th,l775." 
And I found a register of the gen
ealogy of them which came at first 
to defend the principles of freedom, 
and found written therein the name 
of William of the tribe of French, 
the first victim who fell a sacrifice 
for American Liberty. 

Now George made peace with the 
fail' maiden and took her to wife, 
and she abode with him for the space 
of five years, and he dealt wisely. 

Now Hattie was found by him, 
his kindred and neigh bors, to excel in 
wisdom and knowledge and in un
derstanding. 

Now these friends took counsel 
together and with one consent 
brought them gifts of household 
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utensils, of the wood of the trees of 
Lebanon, of locust, of sycamore and 
a great variety of "not walnuts" 
carved by cunning artificers. And 
when they had made an end of ex
amining the presents they gave 
thanks unto the Lord. And they 
took a Psalm, and brought the tim
brel, the pleasant harp with the 
psaltery. And on this day of feast
ing they blew the trumpet, and joy 
and harmony prevailed, and none 
were silent. And it came to pass 
that the day advanced far into the 
eve, when the people gathered to
gether, and returned thanks. 

MEMENTO JYIORI. 

Here lies cut down like unripe fruit, 
A son of 1111'. Amos T1lte 
And M1·S. Jemima Tute his wife 
Oalled Jonathan of whose frail life 

The days all sum'd (lww short the account) 
Scarcely to fourteen years amount 
Born on the 12th of May was he 

In 1763 
To Death he fell a helpless P1'ey 

J April the five and twentieth Day 
In .~eventeen hundred seventy-seven 

Quitting this World, we hope for Heaven 
Btd tho' his Spi1'it's fled on High
His mouldering body here mtlst lie. 
Behold the amazing alteration 
Effected by innocztlation 
The means employed his life to save 
Hurried him headlong to the grave 
Full in the bloom of youth he fell 
Alas! what human tongue can teU 
The Jlother's Grief her Anguish show 
Or paint the father's heavie1' woe 
Who now no nat'ral offspring has 
His amplefort1l1te to possess 
To fill in his place, stand in his stead 
01' bear his Name when he is dead 
So God 01'dained. His ways are just 
Tho' Empires Crumble into dust 
Life and this W01'ld m ere Bubbles are 
Set loose to this for H eaven prepare. 

ONE HUNDRED AND ONE 
YEARS OLD. 

THE ONE HUNDRED AND FIRST AN

NIVERSARY OF THE BUILDING 

OF THE JESSE LEE HOUSE 

AT VERNON. 

Five Generations born in the same 
House. An Interesting Histori
cal Sketch of the 'rown and Its 

First Settlers, by Rev. J. S. Lee, 
D. D., of St. Lawrence Univer
sity. 

The meeting at the celebration of 
the centennial of the Jesse Lee 
house at Vernon, Aug. 4, 1883, was 
a grand success. A large number of 
the Lee family, not only from Vernon, 
but from Brattleboro, Northfield, Or
ange, Bernardston, Greenfield, Ley
den, Hampden, Somerville, Oonn., 
and Fitchburg, were present, as well 
as many of the town's people not of 
this family. The music was fur
nished by the choir led by Fred and 
Lowell Brown, aided by George Fair
man, Mrs. Fred Brown, S. Titus,. 
Esq., Mrs. Aurora, T. E. Wood, and 
Miss Minnie Lee, and added to the· 
interest of the occasion. Ohester 
Lee called the meeting to order and 
nominated Addison Whithed presi
dent of the day. Rev. A. B. Truax 
of Brattleboro offered prayer. The 
principal address was delivered by 
Rev. J. S. Lee, D. D., professor in 
St. Lawrence University, and was 
su bstantiall y as follows: 

After extending hearty welcome 
to those present he gave a brief his
tory of the old house, whose frame 
was erected in 1782. J esse Lee pur
chased the farm in 1780 and two 
years later began to clear the land 
and erect the building which was· 
not finished till the following year. 
At this time it was a wilderness in 
that part of the town. As early as 
1760, or a little later, settlements 
bad been made along the river road, 
from Brattleboro to So. Vernon, by 
Amos Tu te, Samuel StrattoD, Joseph 
Stebbins, Eleazer Patterson and 
others, and in 1780, the Eliakim 
Stebbins house was erected in the 
west part of the town. The house· 
built by Jesse Lee was occupied by 
his family during the winter of 
1782-3. The wind whistled through 
the cracks and wolves howled in the 
forests. J esse Lee, son of Jesse and 
father of Ohester Lee, who still lives ' 
on the farm, was born here, Apr. 12, 
1783, and died in the same room, 
Nov. 16, 1838. Eli Lee, the father



-of the speaker, was born here, Dec. whose three frame houses were all 
16, 1785, and died in the town, Nov. raised the same day in 1763. The 
12,1881. Oaleb Lee was born July town was settled as early as 1737, 
17, 1787, the youngest son of the when Sartwell's fort on the Howe 
ten children of Jesse Lee, who died place was erected, bu t settlers ou t
here July 11, 1816, aged 74 years. side the fort did not occupy their 
His father, John Lee, who moved farms until the Indians disappeared 
from Oonnecticu tin 1780, died here about the year 1760. In 1771, there 
in 1784, aged about 73 years. After were 19 heads of families in town 
his father's death in 1838, Ohester and 107 inhabitants. The name of 
Lee occupied the house until he the town was changed from liins
erected a new house on the same dale to Vernon, Oct. 21, 1802. The 
farm and now the old house is owned latter name was suggested by Wash
and occupied by Oharles H. Newton, ington's Virginia residence. 
whose wife's mother was John Lee's rrhe speaker gave a graphic sketch 
daughter, and whose children are of the mode of living, the habits, 
the fifth generation of Lees born in character and occnpationB of the in
-the house. Three children were habitants one hundred years ago. il
present at the celebration, who con- lustrating it by various inciden ts and 
stitute the seventh generation from anecdotes. It was what Dr. Bush
.John Lee who was born in Thomp- nell calls the age of homespun. The 
son, Oonn., in 1711. The first arant men were engaged in clearing up the 
made to proprietors of Vernon'" was land and preparing it for grain and 
in J672, as a part of Northfield, the grass, and the women used to cook, 
Massachusetts line being supposed spin, knit, sew, patch and mend. 
to run as far north as the Howe Both sexes wore home-made dresses 
place near Brattleboro. In 1753 and lived chiefly on the products of 
the Governor of New Hampshire set the soil. N one were ashamed to 
,apart a township, six miles square' work. Schools were maintained and 
on both sides of Oonnecticut riv6r, religious meetings held in private 
embracing the presen t towns of Ver- houses or rude school-houses until 
non and Hinsdale,when the territory 1802, when the first church was 
west of the river was claimed by erected at the center of the town. 
New Hampshire. The town was Rapid sketches of some of the 
named from E~)enezer Hinsdale, one prominent early settlers were drawn, 
o~ the ,Propnetors. In 1764, the including the eccentric clergyman, 
klllg .declded that the west shore of Bunker Gay,Amos Tute whose curi
-the nver was the bou~dary line be- ous epitaph in the north burial 
tween NewHampslme and New ground has been so often copied, Dr. 
York. Hence arose the local con- Oyrus Washburn, the faithful physi
-test between the people of the differ- cian of the town from 1803 to 1860 
ent sections which resulted in the Lieut. Gov. Jonathan Hunt and hi~ 
declaration of the i~dependence ~f brother Arad, Ensign Stratton, the .......
Vermont at Westmlllster, Jan. 1o, great hunter, 001. Patterson the mil
1777. :rhe state was admitted into itary man, Joseph and Eliakim Steb
-the umon Mar. 4, 1~'91. "If New bins, Oapt. Jerijah Thayer, a revo
York had not demanded pay lutionary soldier. Dr. Washburn 
of the settle~s for their lands was for many years postmaster, town 
the second tIme, no doubt we clerk and justice of the peace. He 
should belong to that state at the married 853 couples during his life 
present time, and there would have time. 
been no Vermont." . 

, The address closed WIth an appeal 
Among the early settl~rs of V 81- to the people to reverence the mem

,non were Joseph Stebbllls, Samuel ory of theirforefathers, imitate their 
,Stratton, 001. Eleazer Patterson, sturdy virtues and hand down the 

B14 VERMONT HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 



VERNON. 315 

rich legacy which they have be
queathed to us, not onl)' unimpaired, 
but improved. 

After the address a bountiful re
past, provided by the ladies, was par
taken of and appropriate remarks, 
embracing incident, fact, anecdote 
and moral reflection, were made by 
Cyrus Lee of Hampden, Mass. , a na
tive of Vernon and son of Oaleb Lee. 
O. L. Davis of Oonnecticut, Noyes 
Streeter, Sumner 'l'itus, Esq.,Loren
zo Brown, Esq., Dr. T. Goodwillie, 
Hon. Nahum F. Bryant, Dl. Lee, 
J. Alex. Brown, Samuel B. Hough
ton and Rev. Mr. Truax. The ad
dresses were in terspersed by singing 
"Auld Lang Svne," "Gather Once 
Again," "Our Country 'tis of Thee," 
"The . Republic Battle HYllln, " 
"Sweet Home,""Buildingfor Etern
ity" and "Old Hundred." 

The day was pleasan t and all passed 
off harmoniously. 

ELI LEE-OBITUARY. 

Eli Lee was born in Vernon, Dec. 
16, 1785, and died Nov. 11, 1881, at 
the age of 95 years, 10 months and 
27 days. Mr. Lee was the youngest 
but one of 10 children of Jesse and 
Eunice Lee. His fa,ther removed to 
Vel'l1on from Killingly (now Thomp
son,) Oonn., in June, 1781, and 9"( 
years ago erected the house, now 
standing, where five generations of 
the family have since lived. He lived 
during the administration of all the 
presidents, from Washington to Ar
thur.. and first voted at the presiden
tial election of 1808, when Madison 
was elected, and at every election 
since-last in 1880, when he was the 
first in town to deposit his vote in 
the ballot-box. Mr. Lee always en
joyed the confidence of his neighbors 
and friends. He never sought office, 
but was often chosen to fill the re
sponsible positions of lister, select
man and justice of the peace, and 
from 1830 to 1840 was sent some 

He was humble in his disposition 
and views, honest, industrious, tem
perate, generous and charitable. He 
was married to Rebecca Stebbins in 
February, 1816, and they lived in 
affectionate and happy communion 
together for 46 years, until her death 
in March, 1862. Six children were 
born to them, five of whom are liv
ing-Amanda A. (Mrs. R. S. Wood); 
Rev. John Stebbins Lee, D. D., pro
fessor of clerical history in St Law
rence U niversity, Oanton, N. Y.; 
Marshall Lee, with whom he lived; 
Editha (Mrs. A. Whithed); and 
Hattie R. Lee, who now resides in 
Vel'l1on. His youngest daugh tel', 
Diana E., died at the age of 20 years. 
Mr. Lee's father was a Baptist, bu t 
in early life Eli embraced liberal 
views, for many years enjoyed the 
ministrations of Rev. T. F. Rogers 
(Unitarian), and at his death was a 
member of the Universalist church. 
He was for many years the oldest 
person in town. He belonged to a 
family noted for its longevity; the 
hverage age of five of his father's 
children was 90 years, and of six, 
88 years. About a year since, when 
his son, John S., was taking leave 
of him, he told his father he hoped 
that he would live to be a hundred. 
His father replied that he did not 
wish it; he did not dread the future 
and was ready and willing to go 
whenever his Heavenly Father should 
call him. His funeral was largely 
attended at the U ni versalist church 
bn Tuesday afternoon. 

REV. JOHN STEBBINS LEE, 

son of Eli Lee, born in Vernon, Sept. 
23, 1820, fitted for college in the 
common schools in town and at 
schools in Brattleboro, Deerfield and 
Shelburne Falls, Mass. He entered 
Amherst Oollege, July, 1841; gradu
ated in 1845 with a standing among 
the first 10 in a class of 30; taught 
in 1845-6 in Swanzey, N. H., as 

half-a-dozen times to the legislature, principal of Mt. Oresar Seminary; 
until he declined the nomination Ordained June, 1847; Principal of 
when urged to accept it, saying Melrose Seminary, W. Brattleboro 
others were more worthy to fill it. 1847-8; preached in Lebanon, N. H. 



316 VERMON'I' HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

1849-50, teaching olle term there; REV. DR. LEE AND FA~nLY. 
Assistant Editor of the Ohristian 
Repository, and resided in Montpel- JOHN STEBBINS was the oldest 
ier, Vt., 1851-52; in March, 1852, son in hls father's family. His 
moved to South Woodstock and was mother was Rebecca (Stebbins) Lee. 
principal of Green Mountain Insti- He evinced, in early childhood, 
tute over five years; was pastor of an intense love for books, and read 
the Universalist society, Woodstock, everything he could get hold of. He 
1857-58-59; April, 185U, moved to determined to obtain a college edn· 
Oanton, N. Y., and was Principal cation and enter upon a profession. 
of the collegiate department, St. He attended the common school 
Lawrence University-a new insti- until he was sixteen, and besides the 
tution in which ladies as well as common English branches, com
gentlemen receive a complete classi- menced the study of Latin. He was 
cal and scientific education. July then qualified to teach school, but 
8,1868, worn down by excessive labor his parents thought it not best for 
in the college, the trustees granted him to commence until he was 
him nine months leave of absence, eighteen, at which age he taught his 
and he started for Europe. He trav- first school in Guilford, and after
elled in Ireland, Scotland, England, waros taugh t two terms in Vernon, 
Holland, Belgium, up the Rhine to in 1839 and 1840. He completed 
Switzerland and among the Alps; his preparation for college at the age 
crossed the Simplon pass into the of 24. In July, 1846, he commenced 
northern part of Italy to Milan and his Theological studies with Rev. 
Venice wherehe embarked for Egypt; Dr. Hosea Bailon, 2d, at Medford, 
visited Alexandria, up the Nile to Mass., nrst President of Tuft's 001
Oairo, the Pyramids, thence to Jaffa lege. He was ordained and settled 
in Palestine, to Jerusalem, the Jor- as pastor of the Universalist church 
dan, the Dead Sea, Hebron and Beth- in West Brat.tleboro, June, 1847, 
lehem; thence up through the central and soon took chnrge of :Melrose 
part of Palestine to the sea of Gallilee, Seminary. For two year~ the Sem
Tyre, Sidon and Beyroot, where he inary was largely patronized under 
took a steamer and visited the isles of his management. In February, 
the Mediterranean, Smyrna, Oonstan- 1849, he removed to Lebanon, N. 
tinople, Athens, Oorinth and otber H., and became pastor of the lTni
places in Greece; crossed the isth- versalist church, teaching a portion 
mus of Oorinth ; visited other Greek of the time during which he re
islands and landed at Brindisi, Italy; mained there. In 1851 he resigned 
crossed the Appenines to Naples; his charge and removed to Mont
visited Pompffii, Vesuvius and Rome,. pelier, Vt., where he continued to 
where he attended the Ohristmas preach and aided Rev. Eli Ballou in 
ceremonies at St. Peters, thence to editing the "Oh ristian Reposi tory." 
Florence, to Bologna, 'rurin, over He was Principal of the Green Mt. 
the Mt. Oenis pass to Geneva,. Institute, (see above), taught 21 
through Germany to Berlin, thence \ terms in succession and preached in 
to Oologne, Paris, ~o.ndon, Liver- I the towns of Woodstock and Bridge
pool, and Boston, arl'lvmg Mar. 12, water, and performed double duty 
1868; having traveled 20,000 miles during this period. Wearied out by 
and returned with renewed health; continuous labors, he resign8d his 
he was chosen Professor of Ecclesi- charge May, 1857, and became pas
astical History in t.he Theological tor of the Universalist church in 
School and entered upon his duties ! Woodstock where he preached, also 
Apr. 1, 1869. Itaking private pupils and perform

[Since the above was in print we Iing the duties of Superintendent of 
have received the following addi- Schools. In April, 1859, he ac
tional information: cepted an invitation as Professor of 
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Latin and Greek languages in St. 
Lawrence University, (see above) 
where he labored as Professor and 
acting President of the College. 
T.11e summer of 1868, exhausted by 
h~s severe and unremitting labors of 
mne years, he took a journey to 
Europe and Palestine. He left 
Canton July 8, 1868, and returned 
Ma~ch 19, 1869. His journey was 
rapid, but he reaped rich fruits 

LEE, born in Woodstock, Vt., in 
1852, graduated at St. Lawrence 
University, classical department, in 
1872; received the degree of Doctor 
of Philosophy, 1885; studied at 
Harvard University. Professor of 
Biology and Geology in Bowdoin 
College since 1876. 

JOHN CLARENCE LEE, born in 
Woodstock, Vt., 1856, graduated at 
St. Lawrence University 1876, re

r-

from it by reason of his previolls ceived also the degree of A. B. from 
extel!-sive reading in histOlY and the Harvard University 1878, where he. 
classIcs. He lectured extensively pursued an elective course for one 
on his travels in New England and year, graduated from St. Lawrence 
~ew York, and published articles Theological school in 1880, had pas
III many periodicals. At the request torates at Perry, N. Y., and St. AI
o.f frie?ds, he prepared and pub- bans, Vt., and since 1885, Professor 

hshed III Jan. 1871, a book entitled, of Homiletics and English Literll.

"Nature and Art in the Old World, hue at Lombard University, Gales

or Sketches of Tl'avel in Europe and burg, Illinois. 

the Orient." FREDERIC SCHILLER LEE, born in 


He prepared and published a series Canton, N. Y., 1~59, .graduated at 
oOectures which he delivered to the St. Lawrence University 1878, pur
Theological students and afterwards ?ued, a Post-Grad uate course, of study 
collected in book form entitled III BIOlogy at Johns HopklllS Um
"Sacred Oi ties. narrati ve descrip~ versity four years, from 1881 to 
tive, historical," which tr~ats of 15 18t35, and,re,ceived the degree of 
Biblical places from Jerusalem to poctor ,of Phllosoph~, spent a ye.ar 
Rome. He has also written elabo- I? spec,wl s~ud~ of BlOlogy at LelI~
rate articles for the "R6pository" SIC Um:ersity III Gel'I~any.. Assocl
and "Universalist Quarterly," and ate Przfessor of ,PhYSlOlogy III Bryn 
other periodicals on literary, theo- Mawr College. s,lllce 1887; has ac
logical, and scientific themes, dur- cepted tl?e poslt~on of Dem~nstrator 
ing a period of nearly half a cen- of PhYSIology 111 ~he MedlCal De
tlll'y. In April, 1869, Mr. Lee ac- partment, Colymbla, C~llege, and 
cepted the position of Professor of ,enters upon hiS dubes III October, 
Ecclesiastical History and Biblical 
Antiquities in St, Lawrence Univer
sit)', which he has ever since hel::1. 
His tour in the East was a special 
preparation for this positi(,n. He 
lectured frequently before his stu
dents on subjectR connected with his 
observations there. 

In Feb 1848 M. L . ,I. ee was married to MI'ss El '. B tt f mna enne, 0 
Westmoreland, N. H., and their sil
vel' wedding was celebrated in Can
ton, N. Y., Feb. 22, 1873. Their 
children are six, one of whom died 
in infancy. Of those li ving, all are 
graduates of the classical depart
ment, St. I~awrence University. 

Children of Rev. Dr. John Steb

189l. 
. FLORENCE JOEPHINE LEE, born 
111 Canton, N. Y., 18~2; €?raduated 
at St. Lawrence Umverslty 1882; 
studen~ III v.oc~l musIc for three 
year~ III LeipSIC Conservatorr of 
MUSIC, 1,885-8, ~nd under p:lvate 
teachers III LeipSIC, Londou and New 
York; now instructor of vocal music, K C t f 'U • G I nox onserva ory 0 IhuSIC, a esbur h III 

g, . 
LULU GERTRUDE LOTTIE LEE, born 

in Canton, N. Y., 1864, graduated 
at St. Lawrence University, 1885; 
took a three years special course at 
the Students Art League, New York, 
1888-90, now Teacher of Drawing 
in the State Normal School at Fre

bins Lee: LESLIE ALEXANDER donia, N. Y. 
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In 1875, Mr. Lee received the hon
OI'aI'Y degree of Doctor of Divini ty 
from Bnchtel College, Akron, Ohio. 

STEBBINS' BIRTRDAY VISIT. 

About 40 of the relatives of John 
Stebbins, Esq., met at his residence, 
in the bow of the river, to o-ive him 
a surpri se on his birthday, 'Jan. 15, 
1873. Relics of the past were exhib
ited; the wedding suit of fifty yean; 
since, in gcod ~ondi tion, and a fac 
simile of t ile ulel English Stebbins 

• coat of arms, paint ed by the wife of 
Prof. J. S. Lee. of Canton, N. Y. 

Good cheer reigned, the house 
runo- with old-time tunes, and heart 
felt~peech es were made. The ad
dress was by A. H. Washburn, Esq., 
from which we hereby extract: 

ren (who are th e ninth generation 
from Roland,) who give promise of 
future usefulness, and all are blest 
with a good supply of this world's 
goods. 

Mr. Washburn was followed by L. 
Brown, Esq., who mad e some excel
lent remarks, followed by Sumner 
Titus, Esq., R. S. Wood, Esq., and 
by the oldest man in town, Eli Lee, 
Esq., brother-in-law of onr host, 
wi th interes ti n g retrospection. 

WINDHAM COUNTY REFOR~lER. 

DIED: In Hartford, Conn. Mar. 18,1884, 

George Bell Washbul'll, aged 26 years. 


A TERRIBLE FALL. 
George B. ,Vash bu rn, son of A. 

H. Washbll1'n, of Vernon, for the 
Mr. Stebbins is of the 7th ~enera- past two years employed by the 

tion, from Rowland Stebblllg of Southern New England T elephone 
Stebbing, E ssex Co., England. He Co., at H artford, Conn., fell Mon
has made good use of his oprortun- day morning, receiYing fatal injuries. 
ities and he~d many offices of honor In opening the scuttle the ladder 
and trust III Vernon, and several broke and he fell from the four th 
times represented the tow.n in the story 'of the building to the first 
legislatl1l'e. The loss of hIS worthy tioor. The bnildin o' was in process 
companio~, at the time when they of repair and the hatchways were 
were looklllg forward to years. of open from ground to roof. }fl'. 
freedom from care, and the enJoy- Washburn struck on a timber, re
ment of th e ~rui~s .of united indu~- ceiving the blow between bis shonld
try and fi delIty IS ureparable. HIS 
writings in consequence of much 
trav~l and observatlo~, are clear and 
forcible, also lllstructlve and enter
taining, and mostlf of a historical 
character; and he IS on~ of those 
men who never grow old 111 thought 
or manner of life. 

Mr. Stebbins is a man of the most 
adsolutely strict integrity, and no 
one can mistake the sentiment he 
en tertains toward men or measures. 
H e shuns general society, but i~ a 
genial and delightful compaDlon 
with the few whom he admits to close 
friendship. He believes in doing 
with all his might whatever he un~er-I 
takes and is as faithful to that Idea 
in th~ ordinary amusemen ts of his 
family as in making pecuniary oper
ations invol ving thousands. H e has 
living. seven children, all respectable 
and respec ted in the communities 
where they reside; and grandchild

ers, injuring th e spinal column . 
The lower portion of his body a,nd 
limbs were paralyzed, but he was 
concious and asked to be taken to 
the hospital. 

All that physicians could do, was 
done. But he died at one o'clock, 
a. m. , Tuesday. Two friends, rep
resentatives of th e Telephone com
pany came from Hartford to Vernon 
to ' adcompany the remains to his 
home. The funeral was held at the 
Unionch1ll'ch in Vernon, Thursday, 
Rev. Mr. Whitney officiating. 

Mr. "Washburn was uDmarried. 

RON. NAHUM FRANKLIN BRYANT, 

son of Col.Nahum Bryant, was born 
in New Salem, F ranklin Co. Mass., 
Mar. 24, A. D. 1810. His educa
tional advantages were good. He 
was fitted for college a t the New 
Salem Academy, but did not enter 

~ 
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college, and soon began the study 
of law with Aaron Brooks, Esq., of 
Petersham, Mass.; attended the 
Dane Law school at Oambridge, 
Mass., when Judge Story presided 
and completed his law studies with 
Elisha H. Allen in Bangor, Me. He 
began the practice of law in Bangor, 
but on account of the illness of his 
parents, h e returned to Massachu
setts and located at Barre, ~Worces
tel' Co., where for more than 25 years 
he had an extensive practice aild 
stood in the front ranks of the law
yers of that time. About the time 
of his en tering professional life, he 
married, June 2, 1855, Miss Roxana 
Eitratton ~Washbul'll, daughter of Dr. 
Oyrus \\'ashbul'll of YerDon. She 
was an <wcomplished scholar and 
lady. She outlived him. 'rhey had 
no children. Mr. Bryant's younger 
brothel', ,Yalter A. was associated 
with him as law partner for a short 
period at the outset as, subsequent
ly, was also Judge P. Emory Aldrich 
for abou t two years, bu t for the 
greater part of his professional ca
reer, he was alone. 

Being a promineut lawyer and of 
distinguished ability, he was sought 
as a counsellor by large corporations, 
especially railroad, in one of which 
he was retained with a good salary. 
During the Olay campain in 1844, 
he started a newspaper, which exert
ed a wide influence at that time and 
subsequently he purchased the 
"Barre Gazette," merging the two 
papers into onE'. By these means 
his Ii terary abili ty became known 
extensively. In 1847-8, he was 
elected to the Senate of Mass., where 
he played a prominent part. He 
was the au thor of a measure chang
ing the administration of the insol
vency laws from the numerous Mas
ters in Ohancery to ~ one Judge of 
Insolvency in each county. He was 
Boon after the candidate of his party, 
and came within one vote of a nom
ination for Governor of the State. 
In 1858-9, he also published a mag
azine called the "Household Month
ly," devoted to general literature for 
family reading, which reached the 

beginning of the fOllrth volume 
when his health failing, Mr. B. was 
obliged to relinquish all business for 
a time. 

His duties as editor and lawyer 
taxed his endurance too much and 
for two years he was an invalid. 
After a rest which restored him 
somewhat, at the solicitation of Hon. 
Ginery Twitchell, president of the 
Boston and Worcester R. R., he con
sented to act as counsel and he re
moved to Boston and soon after be
came superintendent of the Grand 
Junction division of that road, In 
this capacity, he served about 10 
years, when in 1070, his health again 
failing, he resigned his position and 
removed in 1872, to Vernon, to seek 
improved health in agricultural pur
suits. He occupied the farm of his 
wife's father, Dr. Cyrus Washburn, 
where he resided till his death, Aug. 
17, 1884, caused by being thrown 
from 11is wagon in the hay-fieJd, and 
striking on his hean, which injured 
the spine to such a degree as to 
cause complete pfLl'alysis below the. 
neck. 

In society Ml'. Bryant was known 
a polished gentleman, well informed 
and entertaining in his conversation. 
He had a poetic taste and composed 
easily. He could repeat mnch from 
his favorite authors. He was a 
pleasing speltker at the bar, using a 
correct diction , and never using 
slang in pu blic debate. His argu
ment was forcibl e and his conclu
sions well drawn. He had a k een 
sense of humor and a ready wit. 
He was an earnest advocate of all 
that ennobles and fits the youth for 
a noble and useful career in life. 
The cause of education, religion and 
morality were his favorite themes. 
During the last few years of his life, 
his great study was the Bible. 

LONGEVITY OF VERNON. 

DECEASED PEOPLE. 

SEVENTY YEARS OF .AGE OR MORE. 

l7"/1 Oapt. Orlando Bridgman,1E 70 
1784 John Lee, " 70 

-.: 
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1788 Thankful Stebbins, JE 71 1845 Nathaniel Brooks, JE 70 
1789 Martha Wait, " 77 1146 001. Erastus Hubbard, « 85 
1798 Enoch Streeter, " 77 1848 Oynthia D. Barrett, " 72 
1801 Eleazer Patterson, " 85 1846 Thankful Wright, " 73 
1803 Abel Ray, "73 "Jabez Clark, " 92 

" Samuel Stratton, "85" Allander Peeler, " 75 
.1805 Jemima Tu te, " 82 1851 Abigail Hubbard, " 80 
1806 James Streeter, ,. 80 1854 Nehemiiih Houghton, " 87 
.1814 Esther Streeter, "78" Ebenezer Howe, " 82 
1815 J ocob Elmer, " 87 1855 Rachel Perry, " 77 

" John Jacob Peeler, " 70 I " Ca.lina Howe, " 82 
" Amasa IVright, "80" Samuel Brooks, " 81 

3.816 Jesse Lee, Sr., " 74 1856 Alexander Perry, " ~1 
" John Williams "80" Paul Streeter " 78 

1817 Fanny Ray, ' " 82 1856 Demis Titus; m. Hall 
1819 Benjamin Sweetland, " 78 Titus, Elmer-had three 
1821 Elijah Stebbins, " 70 husbands, died, " 73 
1823 Jonat,han Hunt, "85" Oatherine Lucia(French), "100 

" Polly Williams, "70" Sabra Newton, " 83 
~824 Abner Stebbins, " 84 1857 Jerijah Thayer, " 95 

" Eunice Lee, " 77 1858 Betsey Crouch, " 76 
.1825 Arad Hunt, "82 " Anna Streeter. " 73 
,1826 Abner Perry, "74 " Levi Ray,· " 77 

" Gideon Briggs, " 75 1859 Lovina Bishop, " ~ 
" Annah (Holbrook)Perry, "74 " Lovewell Johnson, " <;-6 

:1826 Ebenezer Scott, "83" Rebecca " " ,5 
1826 Love (Fairman) Scott, "80 1860 David Ayers, " -;-5 
1827 Sylvanus Harris, "82 " Abishia Wright, " 
.1828 Prudence Cook, "70 ,; Oyrus Washburn, " 

" John Dresser, " 76 1861 John Ray, ,. j7 
" 1:Ierideth Cook, " 70 1862 Abner Stebbins, " 77 

1.829 Samuel Torrey, "80" Sarah Tyler, " 82 
.1832 Isaac Johnson, "71" Rebecca Lee, " 70 

" Elisabeth Johnson, "73" Jeremiah Brown, " 72 
1833 "Hodges, " 94 1863 OlarissaL. Brooks, " 83 
.1834 Lovina Hunt, "85 " Polly Lee, " 75 

" Oliver Cook, "79 "Fanny A. Ray, " 75 
iL835 Ruth Elmel', "76 "Rebecca Clark, " 76 

" Mary Tyler, " 71 1864 Silas Logan, " 83 
« Stephen Johnson, "78" Joseph Elmer, " 79 

lS36 Noah Perry, "88 " Sobriety Perry, " 74 
-', Eliakim Stebbins, "83" Nancy Harris, " 79 

n'838 Israel Johnson, " 71 1866 Ama Miller, " 79 
1839 Josiah Newell, "79" Lucy Streeter, " 88 
1841 Reuben RImer, "86" Taylor Briggs, " 72 

" Simeon Barrett, "77" Joseph Franklin, " 85 
" Elisabeth Clark, " 82 1867 Ezra Clark, " 78 
" Rhoda Elmer, "82" Betsey Stebbins, " 81 
-', John Gould, "71 " Dolly Frost, " 81 

1842 Lydia Clark, "79 "Martha Wright, " 91 
1843 Elisha Elmer, " 87 1868 Sarah J. Noyes, " 79 
·1844 Archelaus Howe, "81 " John Lee, " 96 
1844 Mra. Kilburn, " 84 1869 Polly Lee, " 97 

.(.( John Tyler, "84 " Phrebe Houghton, ,. 79 
1845 Chloe Brooks, "73" Sarah N. Stebbins, " 75 

.,., Oynthia Thayer, " 80 1870 Jacob Frost, " 89 
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1870 Hannah Ray, 
" Abraham Blanchard, 
" Samuel Brooks, 
" Isaiah W. Johnson, 

1871 Nathan Wood, 
1875 Nehemiah Howe, 

" Mary Peeler, 
" Asa ]'airman, 
" John Stebbins, 
" Hiram Johnson, 
" Polly (Peeler) Lee, 
" Lucy (Patterson) Peeler, " 91 
" William Hurd, " 76 

1876 Samuel Parsons, " 77 
1877 Lovina (Slate) Colgrove, " 75 

" Charles Bemis, " 'YO 
" Mary (Gould) Streeter, "70 
" Emily(Thayer N ewell)Loga1181 

1878 David Ball, " 84 
" Elisabeth S. Wood, " 88 

1879 Rodolphus Peeler, " 76 
" Elixis Newton, " 75 
" Isaac Pratt, " 76 

1880 Ma,ry( Oaroline Perry)Brown71 
" William Litchfield, " 80 

H,81 Lucreta (Peeler) Brooks, " 80 
" Samuel Hall, " 70 
" Maj. Eli Lee, 95ys. 10 mos. 27d. 
" Mary Elvina(Olark)Brooks, 70 
" Lucinda (Field) Slate, "96 
" Lydia Clark, " 80 
" Hiram Doolittle, " 78 
" Mary Mortell Lillis, " 77 

1883 Sally(Goss Johnson)Brown, 84 
1884 Isaiah Webster Johnson, " 70 

" Nahum Franklin Bryant" 74 
" Dennis Gould. " " 7'7 

PERSONS SEVENTY YEARS OLD 

AND UPWARDS 


.. . ' 
J.11Vlllg 1ll Vernon A. D. 1885. 

Miss Lydia Peeler, Jan'y 86 
Dan Kendall, 81 
William Ooffe, " 
Wid. Mary Ann Smith, " 
Wid. William J ohnsou, " 
'Vid. Samuel Lee, " 
Wid. Jarvis F. Burrows, May 17," 
Wid. Ebenezer Howe, 

Lewis Brooks, 

Wid. Erastus Tyler, Feb. 12, 

Dea. Robert Allen, Apr. 16, 

Nathaniel Brooks, Aug. 8, 

Sumner Titus, Apr. 21, 

OhfLrles Slate, Aug. 15, 


JE 83 
"7] 
" 79 
" 79 
" 84 
" 78 
" 75 
" 71 
" 81 
" 75 
" 98 

" 
" 

Noyes Streeter, Mar. 10, 1879 
Mrs. Sumner 'ritus, Dec. 5, " 
Mrs. Charles Reed, ' " 
Mrs. Charles Slate, 78 
Mrs. Rodolphus Peeler, " 
Elijah Fairman, Oct. 2, " 
Sidney Miller, " 
Lorenzo Brown, 77 
Mrs. Nahum F. Bryant, July 2," 
Squire Blanchard, 77 
Mrs. Oliver Doolittle, Sept. 9, 76 
Mrs. Sidney S. Miller, " 
Mrs. Ohester Lee, July 4, " 
Oyrus Washburn Peeler, '75 
George W. Lee, July 9, " 
Hosea Blanchard, " 
Mrs. 'rhomas W. Titus, " 
James Mack, " 
A. H . Washburn, " 
Alexander Peeler, 74 
Mrs. Allender Peeler, 73 
Chester Lee, Feb. 17, '74 
Miss Demis Titus, 72 
Sidney Harris, 70 
Mrs. Robert Allen, Feb., 73 
Nelson Dunklee, 72 
Dea. Lewis F. Gould, " 
Mrs. James Mack, 71 
Solomon Thayer, Nov. 16, " 
Mrs. Sam uel Clark, " 
Franklin Barber, " 
Mrs. Franklin Barber, 70 

FROM C. H. DAVENPORT. 

ADDIE F. DAVIS 

is the daughter of C. E. and Fannie 
8. (Johnson) Davis, and was born 
i~ St. Johnsbury., Dec. 20, 1860. 
'l he Johnson famIly, on her mater
nal side, is one of the oldest in Ver-
non, and it included some of the 
earliest settlers, so that her genius 
may be fairly regarded as indigenous 
to the meadows and the groves of 
our historical soil. On her mother's 
side also, she traces her ancestry 
from the Wilburs of Rhode Island, 
who have a complete record in wills 
of eight generations back to the 

"landing of the ship Ann from Eng
80 land. 
" Very soon after Addie's birth, her 
" parents moved back to Vernon, 
" where they have lived ever sin ce ; 
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and she received her education in 
the common schools of the town, at 
Powers' Institute, Bernardston, 
Mass., the St. Johnsbury Academy, 
and in the best school of all, the 11 
terms' experience as a district school 
teacher She commenced teaching 
at the age of 14, and from the begin
ing, her schools were successful. At 
the age of 18, she entered the Sl 
Johnsbury Academy with the pur
pose of fitting herself for college, 
but her plans were frustrated by the 
loss of her health, and for two years 
afterward, she was a constant invalid. 

In 1882, the Brattleboro Reform
er, attracted by the high capaci ty 
shown in her fugitive poems, in 
the newspapers, invited her to 
",ccept a position in its editorial 
rooms, and she has since been con
stantly employed on that newspaper 
and its extensive branches, steadily 
ad vancing un til she now occnpies 
the most responsible position in the 
office. The news department of the 
state edition is entirely under her 
charge, as are the literal'y, scientific, 
religious, !Jome and society, and 
general misc,ellany departments of 
the four newspapers published by O. 
H. Davenport & 00., and the com
prehensiveness ·of her treatment of 
these great currents of human 
thought and progress, justly rank 
her as among the most efficient of 
New England journalists. But the 
ceaseless and wearying treadmiIl of 
newspaper life have not worn away 
any of the brightness of he]' poetic ge
nius. Like the bird, she sings because 
she cannot help it, and she realizes 
that cultured thought and reading 
must improve her notes. She has 
a wide and deep vein of sentiment 
and reI igious feeling, from which 
she brings the choicest nuggets of 
poetry, and in which she will win her 
greatest fame, bnt she has also 
turned off some brill ian t parodies 
on political and local subjects which 
have been extensively quoted. N 0
table among these were Hubbell's 
plea to "Rock Me to Sleep," in 
1882, the" Call of the Politicians" 

in 1884. Among her best produc
tions of a more permanent value are 
"The Sermon from Flowers," "A 
Link with the Past," and severa.! 
Ohristmas poems which have ap
peared richly ilHstrated in the Re
former for the past three years. 

[From the 110ems of Miss Davis 
we make the following selections: 

A SERMON IN FLOWERS. 

Just beyond this field of clover is a pas
ture rough and rocky. 

Where the golden rod and thistle and the 
trailing woodbine grow; 

There one day, I heard this sermon, most 
pathetically simple, 

Yet so fraught with truth and wisdom 
that it set my heart a-glow. 

"I am just a little flower,-just the 
plainest, wildest flower 

Growing here upon a rock . with very 
litt.le soil 01' shade; 

I am staunted. pale and crooked , quite 
unlike my brothers yondel' 

With their taU, green stalks and yellow 
plumes that ne"er droop or fade. 

"But I care not ;-He who planted knew 
just how much soU and sunshine, 

How much ra.in and wind were needful 
to unfold the flower He planned: 

So He gave them; and I grevr , to t ell my 
story with its lesson: 

What am I that I should murmill' at His 
wise and just command? 

" Quite enough for me to know that I 
am just as He d~signed me ; 

So I never loose myjoy in sighs for what 
I might have been; 

God looks down in love and mercy-I 
look up in perfect trusting. 

And I love the earth and ail', the pain a..~ 
well as joy therein." 

A. F. D. 

BECAUSE HE CAME, 
Because He came, one day from out the year
Is filled with feasting and with joyful song, 

The church bells chime; the Christmas greens 


are hung'
And mel'1'Y laugh the children, all day long.
'rhel'e is no room, this day, for strife or blame 

Because He came. 

Because He came the pOor al'e not forgot.
The weary, aching should ers are relieved 
Of burdens, hard; and tender words of cheer 
Are whiSl?ered to the sorrowing bereaved, 
And lips torget one cruel word to frame 

Because He came. 

Because He came the pro~perous and gay

Pause from their pleasures for a little space;

Remembering God's bounty unto them, 

They share it with the poorer ·of their race. 

Love reaches to the depths of sin and shame 


Because He came. 
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Because He carne, we who <Lre sad at hea rt 
Look ou our griefs to-day. and find them sweet; 
Sorrow;was His aud we who find it, step
Bllt:in the Heavenward priuts of His dear feet. 
SOl'l'OW 01' joy, we know 'tis all the same 

Because He carne. 
A. F. D. 

STEBBINS FAMILY OHRONICLE. 

And it came to pass one thousand 
eiO'ht hundred and twenty-foul' years 
alter the birth of Ohrist, in the 
seventh year of the reign of James, 
surnamed Monroe, who was ruler of 
the great Republic, and dealt wisely, 
aud in the second year of the rule of 
Oornelius P., surnamed Van Ness, 
who was Goveruor of the Provin ce 
of Vermont, in the first month and 
thirtieth day of the month , behold 
tee children of J eri jah, of Zadok, of 
Jonathan, of Zephaniah, of Paul and 
Apollos, of John, Ja?ob, of Reuben, 
of Jonah, of BenonI , of Abner the 
J udO'e, of Amasa, the swift of foot, 
of G~rshom, of Jude and Ziba, and 
Noah, and Othniel, were assembling 
themselves together at the inn of 
Marshall of the tribe of IVhithed, to 
feast, dance and make merry. Then 
spake Marshall wi th a voice of great 
joy: "Ruth, the wife, God has give? 
me, bare unto me a son. And IllS 

name shall be called Addison. Go 
thy way in peace." And they de
parted joyful, with a glad heart and 
said, "he shall be unto us a law
maker, ascribe, a distributor of good 
tidings, a keeper of the treasury, a 
director of the. money changers." 
And i't was so. Now Ruth, who was 
the daugh tel' of Job and Thankful, 
surnamed 'Wright, who was the 
mother of Addison, said unto him, 
go up into the mountain, for there 
is a fail' maiden, the daughter of Eli, 
the major, surnamed Lee, and Re
bekah his wife. And Addison loved 
Editha above all women, and she ob
tained grace and favor in his sight 
more than all the maidens, and be 
took her to wife, and dwelt in the 
land of Vernon. And a fail' daugh
ter and two sons were born unto 
them; and one of them is not, for 
the Lord called him hence. Now 
when ~he years of Addison number

ed two score and ten, which was the 
thirtieth day of the first month, he 
said unto his near neighbors to the 
number of seven, "Oome up I pray 
thee unto my dwelling to-night, for 
the number of my days are many." 
Now his friendsdid privily council to
gether and they said to Julius O. of 
the tribe of Frost, take a journey, I 
pray thee, unto one J. H. Eldridge of 
::lpri ngfield, Mass., and say un to him, 
make, I pray thee, a suitable chair 
for our friend Whithed, for a mes
sage has gone out for the friends of 
Addison to the number of two hun
dred, who wish to pay their respects 
at that time. And as the evenin r, 
drew near, there came rulers of the 
house of God, law-givers, doctors, 
merchant-men, inn-keepers, musi
cians with instruments, mechanics, 
and tillers of the ground, and 
brought with them their fair wives, 
daughters and sweet-hearts, to pay 
their respects to this worthy family. 
Also came their son, Hamilton L., 
and a fellow student from 'l\lfts 
College, Somerfield, Mass. And 
there came friends to the number of 
two hundred and more, from St. 
Louis,Mo., Lowell, Boston, Spring
field, Holyoke, Fitchburg, Green 
field, Bernardston and Northfield. 
Mass., Canton, N. Y., Hartford; 
Oonn., Guilford, Brattleboro, Dum
merston, Ohester and Vernon, Ver
mont. Then Marshall 1., the tax 
gatherer, surnamed Reed, came be
fore the assembled multitude and 
said: Now I would not have you 
ignoran t, brethren, concerning this 
man. Therefore be it known unto 
you, as a neigh bor, ever kind ; as a 
friend, a better, seldom found j as 
post-master, kind and obliging; as a 
host, most entertaining; as town
clerk, clear and correct; as treasnr
er, honest and faithful; as a repre
sentative, an hOllor to his town and 
constituents; and I rejoice, there
fore, that I have confidence in him 
in all things. Hear, 0 people, the 
words of Lorenzo, the Deacon, sur
named Brown: Respected friend s, 
ladies and gentlemen. 'rhe citizens 
of Son th Vernon and vicini ty, 
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learning that the friends of our 
worthy host were about to observe 
this, his fiftieth birthday, and that 
they had made ample provision fo)" 
the wants of the body, thought they 
could in no way better express their 
appreciation of his worth and the 
esteem in which he is held by them, 
than in presenting to him a copy of 
(t Cassell's Illustrated Bible." And 
I, in their behalf, present you this 
book. It holds out its glorious prom
ises and invitations; and if you 
prove as faithful in the service of 
the Di vine Master as you have in 
the discharge of the trusts committed 
to your care, though you may be 
called to walk through the valley of 
the shadow of death you may fear 
no evil. Then was presented a gold 
headed cane from seven gentlemen 
of North Vernon; a dressing gown 
from seven lad ies of North Vernon ; 
a silver fruit-dish from three gentle
men of Brattleboro. Response by 
Dr. Good willie: Generous donors and 
friends of Ml'. and Mrs. Whithed, 
and to all who contributed toward 
this entertainment, I feel authorized 
to say in behalf of both Mr. and Mrs. 
Whi thed, they return their heartfelt 
gratitude, and desire to receive these 
gi.fts in the same hearty manner in 
which they were given, and this day 
will always be recalled with the 
greatest pleasure, as one of the hap
piest periods of their lives. 

OBITUARY. 

Died in Fitchburg, Mass., Dec. 13, 
1862. Miss Lois S., daughter of Elijah 
and Lois Belding, age 44 years. Oar
ried to Vernon for burial. 

Thus passed from our number one 
who has walked among us in health 
and usefulness for so many years, 
that the knowledge of her dea.th 
seemed impossible, as the sudden 
removal of some support we had 
hitherto deemed unfailing. 

As a woman, she W!J,S true and irre
prochable; as a teal'her, earnest and 
beloved. 

FRANKLIN BRYANT WASHBURN, 

son of Edwin Darwin and Elizabeth 
Bascom Washburn, grandson of Dr. 
Cyrus Washburn, was born at Ver
non, June 22, 1846. After a pre
paratory education, he studied den
tistry, 2 years with O. R. Post, D. 
D. L. of Brattleboro, finishing with 
Dr. Daniel Harwood of Boston,Mass., 
and in 1867, moved to Racine, Wis., 
where he now, (1885) resides. He 
married Lizzi!) O. Moody, a lady of 
education, and an excellent teacher, 
a daughter of the late Mr. Edwin 
Moody, and a sister of D. L. Moody, 
the Evangelist, of Northfield, Mass. 
They have four children. 

PERCY FITCH WASHBURN, 

son of Edwin D. and E. B. Wash
burn, grandson of Dr. Cyrus Wash
burn, was born at Vernon, Nov. 22, 
1866. He is in mercantile business 
in Racine, Wis. 

ANOT:tlER ~lODEL WOMAN. 

Miss S. C. Washburn, youngest 
daughter of Dr. Oyrus Washburn, 
died of heart disease in Vernon, Oct. 
2, 1870, aged 63 yrs. She was sacri
ficing, quite and gentle in manner,for 
some years a successful teacher. 
After the death of her mother, and 
later of a step-mother, she devoted 
herself to the care of her aged 
father. The last years of her life 
were spent with her oldest brother 

I in caring for his motherless children. 

GAZETTE AND COURIER, GREENFIELD, 

DEC. 25, 1882. 

VERNON, VT. 

We announce in another column 
the marriage of Dwight IT Wash
burn, son of A. H. Washburn, Esq., 
of this town. The bride was the 
only daugh tel' of Oapt. E. Allsworth, 
U. S. A., who is so well known in 
army circles. Mr. Wash burn's jour
neyings during the past three years 
may be of interest to many of our 
readers. Leaving New York in 
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1880, he spent a few days in Eng- and refined. They are an art-loving 
land, Scotland and Ireland as a rep- people. Nature has done much for 
resentative of the Edison Telephone them. You can not look out upon 
00.; from London to Vienna, Aus- any of the hills that rise up gently all 
tria, and then to Budapest,Hungary, around Florence without beholding 
where he spent some six months, a beautiful and picturesque land
returning to London via. Italy, scape. And the river Arno, flowing 
Swit~erland, France, Germany .and so . ~moothly and gently betw~en 
BelgIUm; from thence to BelgIUm snulIng fields and green slopIng 
to put in practical use an under- banks, and on through the city, 
ground cable for telephone lines. adds greatly to the beauty of the 
He clearly showed the successful view. These natural features edll
working of his cable, bu t was unable cate the taste of the Italians, which 
to bring it into general use by rea- is further gratified by the fine speci
son of some English capitalists who mens of architecture, the stately 
owned patents covering the process bridges across the Arno, the squares, 
of manufacturing the cable. After avenues, and gardens adorned with 
spending a month in Holland he statues of gods, goddesses, and 
took a pleasure trip in an 18 foot heroes, in different parts of the city; 
row boat with thre~ others (an and the fresco paintings and bas
Englishman, Hungal'lan and Ser- relief~ on the outside walls and 
vian,) down the Danube, called doors of the churches and public 
here" blue" but in Hungary and and private buildings. The churches 
Servia, "the blonde Danube," ow- are filled with statues and paintings 
ing to the peculiar color after the of scriptural characters and scenes, 
heavy rains, which wash the yellow and of the public men and nobles 
dirt into it. Passing through Hun- who have contributed to make the 
gary, Servia, Roumania, into Tur- history of Florence, for the last five 
key, they put the boat on board a hundred years, so illustrious. The 
steamer and returned to London bronze doors of the Baptistery, the 
via. Vienna. From London .he was tombs of Galileo, Michael Angelo, 
sent to Warsaw, formerly In Old Dante, and Giotto, in the San Croce 
Poland but now Russia. During church, the tombs of the Medici 
his stay there he went as far north familv, and the statues of « Day 
as St. Petersburg, .v~siting ~os~ow and Night," "Dawn and Twiligh,t," 
and other large Cltles. Reslgmng in San Lorenzo church, are studIed 
his position in the Telephone Co., and admired by tourists and artists. 
he returned to New York and ac- But the galleries of sculpture and 
cepted a position in the Edison Elec- painting are among the finest in 
tric Light C~. ~e w~s the first to Europe. You pass through t~e 
put an electl'lc hght m an elevator Vecchio Square and the UffiZlO 
while working at Hotel Vendome, Place, lined on each side with stat
Boston. While in London he as- ues of nymphs, goddesses, historical 
!listed to put in use in the hou~e of characters of Florence, including 
Sir William Thompson, the emment Amerigo Vespucci, from whom our 
electrician, the Faure .accumul~tor country was named, and enter a 
or storage battery.. ThIS we. beheve spacious building; ascend two flights 
was the first practIcal use of l~ made of stairs, and a scene of beauty and 
in England. Mr. Washbul'llls now splendor bursts upon your sight. 
located in Philadelphia, Pa. Some twenty large rooms and cor-

N ATURE AND ART IN THE OLD r~dors are ~lled with the produc-

WORLD' OR SKETCHES OF TRAVEL. bons of an~lent and mod~l'll sc~lp


BY TH~ REV. PRES. J. S. LEE, D. D. i tors and pamters, CO~Tegglo, GUIdo, 

1871, 12 MO. PP. 441. [EXTRACTS.] IRubens, Raphael, MlChael Angelo, 


FLORENTINE LANDSCAPES. and others. In one room, called the 

The Florentines are intelligent Tribune, are five pieces dugup from 
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the ruins of Rome and other ancient still retains a love for his native 
cities, including the celebrated town. Unlike some Americans, 
"Vellus de Medici," the Wrestlers, residellce in a foreign land does not 
the Dancing Fawn, or Satyr; and un-Americanize him, but tends only 
the :::lcythian Knife-grinder; while to increase his interest in his native 
on the walls of the room are hung conntry.... He expressed his belief 
master-pieces of painting by 001'- that he should live a11d die in the 
reggio, whose exquisite coloring land of his adoption. He employs 
seems the very perfection of beauty. twenty or thirty men to aid in chisel

:He and Titiau are probably the iug out Ilis figures from the Tough 
finest colorists in the world. l'he marble. Oue moulds the haud ; au
gems, the libl'aries, the manuscripts, other the face; and each oue per
aud the tapestry are worth seeing. fects himself in his particular part j 

From the Uffizio gallery you can ~vhile lVIr. Powers models the ~ta~ue 
walk over a covered brid<re lined 111 plaster, and puts on the filllshmg 
with objects of art on botl; sides, touches, and sll,Perintellds the who~e 
across the river to the Pitti Palace operatlOn. HIS Greek Slave, hIS 
half a mile distant now the resi~ Eve (before and after eating the 
dence of Vi ctor Em~anuel. Here apple), his Proserpine, his ideal 
in a splendid suite of rooms, ar~ head~ of Ohrist, Faith, Hope, and 
multit11deR of other works bv the Ohanty; busts and statues of many 
master artists. You can · walk Americans, living and dead, his 
through these two galleries, and find Psyche, 1.1 Penserosa, ~aljfol'lli~., 
objects to in tel'est you for weeks and ~mel'lc~all p~rtaklllg o~ IllS 
and months. Few places in Europe pe~uhar gellln~-are Jl~st~y admll·ed. 
afford so many interesting objects ~I~}ast work IS on.e of"hIs best. It 
for the stud v of a connoisseur in the IS The Last IndIan, -the figure 
arts.· of a woman wi th one foot raised, as 

The Boboli Gardens situated back in the act of running j her face
of the Palace with their 11 nmerous dark despair depicted on her features 
walks and d:ives, foun tains, groves - t~1l'ned ~ver her right shoulder, 
and statues, furnish a pleasan t place 100kll1g t~ dIscover some one of her 
for recreation and amusement to race. It IS the very persomficatlOn 
thousands of the overworked people of desl?air. .Judgil?g fro~ the rate 
of Florence on Snndays and festival at wl1lch the natIve IndIans dls
days. Nobles and peasants alike appear in ~he far. west, Powe:'s' 
mingle together here on a common prophecy wIll speedIly become hls
platform. tory. 

Bn t ~he st~dios of t~e sculptors are He is modest, yet dignified j and 
the c~lef obJects of ~n terest to an the many Americans who call at his 
Amencan. As an Ideal scnlptor, studio find in him a cordial and 
Hiram Pow~rs stands ~t the h~ad o~ sympathizing friend. He has erect
the prOfeSSlOl1. He IS a natl.ve of ed an elegant villa outside the city 
VVo?dstock, Yt., w hen?e he emlgl'a t- Iwalls, IV hither he is soon to remove. 
ed, 111 earl:y hfe, to OhlO. He went I Here we hope he may be permitted 
~o Italy thll'ty-o~e years ~go.. Hav
111g ~ letter .of llltrodnctl0[l from. a 
l'e.Iat~ve of hIS, I called at ~lS stndlO, 
wltllln the walls of the CIty, a few 
rods from. the P~rta Romana. His 
sou, who IS all emll1ent photographer 
in Florence, at first met me, and 
showed me through the rooms. l'he 
father soon came in, and received 
me cordially, and invited me into his 
honse, adjoining his studio. He 

to enjoy in peace the last days of a 
life made illustrious by his creations 
of art and his zealous and patriotic 
efforts to honor his native land and 
perpetuate her glory abroad. 

Florence is one of the most inter
esting cities I have visited. It is 
full of sunshine, mnsic and art. 
Her paet is glorious; her future fnll 
of promise. 
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BRIEFS. engagements at the Museum. In 
. 'rhe Howes (Caleb and family) 1850-51, :\'Ir. Howe played. at the 

lIVed at Sartwell's Fort but at the Lowell Museum. He filllshed in 
time they were captured they were !"orcester, Mass., and left the stage 
at Bridgman's :Fort visiting, or for III Jan. 24, 1852, a~d commenced 
some other purpose. Bridgman's t~e st~dy ~nd practice. of civil en
Fort was picketed, hence there was . gmeenng III Lowell, With Beard & 
a gate to pass through before they :But~erfield, February, 1852, and im
came to the door of the fort. Sart
well's Fort stood where the Howes 
now reside (1884). Bridgman's Fort 
stood about ten rods easterly of 
·where Judge Bridgman'S house 
stood at the time it was burnt with 
the town records in 1797. 

Mrs. Fanny F. Stevens and Geo. 
Hubbard now reside on the site of 
the Bridgman house. The distance 
from Sartwell's Fort to Bridgman's 
Fort was about one-fourth of a mile. 

mediately, commenced the building 
of the Medway branch railroad; and 
Nov. 27th, .1852, was engaged on 
the Hampsh,ire and Hampden rail
road, ~'unnlllg from Connecticut 
~tate 111::e to Northampton, Mass. 
He l'emai~ed on the road during its 
cons~ructlOn, a~d Oct. 24, 1853, was 
marned to Lomse J. Russell, young
est daughter of Benjamin and Han
nah Russell, a Qilaker family of New 
Bedford, Mass. He went from 
Westfield, Mass. (railroad headquar-

COi)HfUNICATION FROM JOHN HOWE I tel's), :Viarch 15,1854, to Providence 
OF PROVIDENCE, R. 1. 

John Howe, born Dec. 21, 1825, 
ill the old fort, built by Josiah Sart
well, finished his academic educa
tion at Mt. Cresar Seminary, Swan
zey, N. R., in 1846. He left home 
for Boston in N ovem bel', 1847, to 
study music and joined the Boston 
Museum Dramatic Co., Aug. 13, 
1849, with which he continued for a 
year, during \vhich time Junius 
Bmtus Booth, the father of Edwin 
Booth, played two very successful 

R. 1., and opened an office for sur· 
veying and civil engineering, where 
he has carried on a successful busi
ness to the present time, April, 1885. 
He was commissioned brigade (;ll

gmeer on Brig. Gen. Rhodes' staff 
o! the R. 1. Militia, by Gov. Chas. C. 
·Van Yandt, July 9, 1879, with the 
rank of captain, and reappointed for 
five years from March 5, 1885. He 
:vas appointe~ instructor and acting 
lllspector of nfle practice of the R. 
1. Militia, Oct. 2, 1884, by Gov. 
Augustus O. Brown. 



ENSIGN SAMUEL STRATTON, 




STRATTON--WRIGHT--WH ITHED. 

1592-1891. 

BY THE WRITHED FAMILY. 

STRATTON. 

In preparing this biographical 
sketch it is not our purpose to over
estimate tbe merits of our worthy 
ancestors, but to present a brief rec
ord of those who have been identified 
with the early settlement, growth 
and prosperity of the town. 

An account of our early ancestry 
is gleaned from the History of N orth
field, Massachusetts, commencing in 
1592, and extending to the tim e 
when the Strattons became the em'li
est permanent settlers of that place 
in 1715. 

With the record illtervening be
tween these dates, our genealogy to 
the present time, 1891, covers a pe
riod of 299 years. 

SAMUEL STRATTON. 

Samuel Stratton was born in Eng
land in 1592. He came to America 
about 1648. He settled at Water
town, Mass., in Hl52, where he died, 
Dec. 20, 1672. 

We have no record of his first wife. 
His second marriage dates Aug. 

28, 1657, to Mrs. Margaret Parker, 
at Boston, Mass., who died Dec. 7, 
1676, aged 81. 

SAMUEL STRATTON, [II J. 

Samuel 2d, son of Samuel 1st, of 
Watertown, Mass., was born in Eng
land. H e married Mary Frye, May 
25, 1651, and later settled in Con
cord, Mass. 

Shattuck, the historian. thinks 
that his second maniage was in 1675, 
to Hannah, daughter of Moses 
Wheat. 

SA~IUEL STRATTON, [HL] 
Samuel Stratton 3d, son of Samuel 

2d, was born March 5,1661, in Con
cord, Mass., and died in 1717. 

He married Elizabeth ----, 
who died in Concord, Mass., April 
17, 1762, aged 100 years. 

HEZEKIAH STl'ATTON. 

Hezekiah, son of Samuel 3d, was 
born in 1689 ; removed to Deerfield, 
Mass., in 1713, and to Northfield, 
Mass., in 1715, where he remained 
one of the earliest permanent settlers. 

He married Elizabeth Hawks. 
daughter of Eleazer Hawks of Deel:
field, Mass., July 12, 1717. He was 
wounded in the attack of the In
dians upon Northfield, Oct. 11, 1723. 

He died Dec. 28, 1756, aged 67. 
His wife died April 19, 1788, aged 

90 years. 

ENSIGN SAMUEL STRATTON. 

Samuel, familiarly known as En
sign Samuel Stratton, second son of 
Hezekiah Stratton of Northfield, 
Mass., was born Feb. 8, 1720. He 
served in the French and Indian 
war, and settled in that section now 
known as Vernon, Vermont, where 
he purchased large tracts of land 
which were occupied by himself and 
descendants for six generations. 

At an early period, he and one or 
two others having built log-houses, 
were the first white men to take np 
their residence there, and it is not 
improbable that our ancestor was 
the first white man to lead the set
tlement of the town, as the earliest 
deed of land to him in that section 
was given in 1746, in his Majesty's 
reign, King George II. 
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This deed antedates others that and the names are landmarks in his-
are claimed as being the oldest. tory, found in early grants and 

The next deed, which ,\'as given deeds, and in many instances per
J nne 29, 1749, records the transfer petuuted to tbe presen t day. 
to Samuel Stratton, by Nathaniel The number of acres specified in 
Mattoon and Gaius Field for £250, the deeds to Ensign Samuel Strat
old tenor. ton amollnt to 1,442, exclusive of 

As an intrepid and courageous the above deed and five others, in 
man Ensign Stratton was well cal- which the number of acres is not 
clllated to cope wi th the hardships stated. --, 

and ::langel's incident to a pioneer's The Vernon town records were 
life. burned in 179"/, and probably some 

As to his merits, the elegy wri t- dates lost, relating to the genealogy 
ten by Rev. Bunker Gay eulogizes of the Stratton family. 
him as a man worthy of imitation. Ensign Samuel Stratton, married 

This biographical elegy, a qnaint Ruth, daughter of Benoni ·Wright. 
tribute to his memory, was pub- She died Dec. 16, 1800, aged 6l. 
lished for the first time in the Ver- Ensign Stratton lived to the age 
mont Phcenix at Brattleboro. of 83, dying September, 1803. 

The oil portrait, taken in his ad- In the Whithed burial ground, 
v,tnced years, is an heirloom treas- wbich marks the resting place of six 
ured by the family, and though generations, lie the remains of this 
bearing the impress of time is well worthy Pioneer and his beloved 
preserved. wife. 

His will, bearing date of 1797, to- The following epitaphs, copied 
gether with a collection of thirty- from the Stratton tombstones, were 

-......five" Deeds for Land" to him, are written by Reverend Bunker Gay, 
in the possession of the family. ordained in 1764. 'l'heir quaint-

Of these deeds, five were given in ness has often attracted much at
the reign of King George II; fifteen tention. 
in the reign of King George III, EPITAPH
and the remainder after the Dt:clara- i 

oftion of Independence. 
ENSIGN SAMUEL STRATTON.Asahel Burt, the subscriber to the 


first deed was kill ed by the Indians 
ReadeT, deny it if you can, 

HeTe lies interTed an honest man,
at Pauchaug hill, April 15, 1747. Ey Pope denominated rightlyAccording to the town regulations The noblest work of the Almighty.

of Northfield, Mass., the meadows 
To men of all denominations, were pastured only in the fall; but Acquaintances, neighb01's and 1'elations,

as the Indians were known to be in The Tich and those who stood in need, 
He pToved himself a f1'iend indeed.ambush in the adjacent woods dm

i ng the fall of 1746, the owners did He kept the faith, he lcept his hew't, 
not yen ture to graze in Pauchaug And well pe1101'med the Christian's part; 

Had much to do, and did his best, 
Pulfilled his chm'ge and's gone to rest , 

meaclows until spring. On the 15th 
of April, Asahel Burt with another 

se~tler, started upon horseback to I The patl~ he trod.with c~X1'e pursue,

drIve the stock from the meadow. 
 And youll be crowned wtth glory too. 
When ascending Pauchaug hill they 

were fired npon by the Indians. 
 EPITAPH 
Burt's hOl'se was killed; his com of 
panion shot and scalped. RUTH STRATTON,

Burt, in attempting to escape by Wife of Ensign Samuel Stratton.returning to the meadow, was over
To rise again the sun goes down, taken by the Indians and also And in the furrows grain is sown,

scalped. E eauties that sleep thro-ug h winter's Teign 
T,Vhen spnng returns, revive again. The river meadows were all named, 
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STRA1"l'ON-WHITHED. 

Shall then the f1'iend we ?IW1t7'n, 

Neve?' again to l~fe retw'n 9 

G1'eat Source Vf life , light, love and joy,

Let nO such thoughts ow' ho}/e destroy .


" 
Olt?· lively hope that som~t~?ne smce , 
ThrOttgh the R edeeme1" s mjluence, 
I n whom she placed her hope and trust, 
She'll burst this tomb, shake o1!hel' d'ust, 
Ascend to whe1:e God holels his throne, 
And bnmortalttyput on. 

.JOHN STRATTON. 
. . 

John, the only chIld of EnSIgn and 
Ruth Stratton, was born Jan. 28, 
1756, and was drown.eel, J?ne 1, 
1785, in the OonnectICut !'lver at 

Samuel ~., borll Aug. 13, 1796, 
was supposed to have been drowned 
in crossing the Oonnecticut river to 
Northfield, Mass., in 1828. 

John S. born Sel)t. 1 1798 died 
.' . ' , .. ' ' r. ,

A pIll 24, 1846 . He .maliled rl} 
phena Moore of ,VarwlCk, Mass" the 
youngest daughter of a large family. 
She was gifted wi th a superior mind. 
She was born Sept. 25, 1796, and 

Idie~ pecember, 1871, aged 75. 
ChIldren: Leonora T., Roxana S., 

Oscar A. 
Leonora T. was born Aug. 18, 

1t>23. After the death of Iter mother 
in 1871, she removed to Angusta, 

B~llow 's Falls, where he had gone Ga., where she now resides. 
WIth a par~y to spear salmon. 

He mar.ned Roxana P., daughter 
of Paul ~Ield of Northfield, Mass: 

Sh~ dIed, Aug. 14, 1 7~6, aged .30. 
Olllidren: 1'hankful, Electa, Rox

ana. . 
Electa married Cyrus Washburn. 
Roxana died in 1803, aged 21. 

STRATTON-WRIGHT. 

Thankful, daughter of John and 
Roxana Strattou, and grand-daugh
tel' of Ensign Samuel Stratton, was 
born, May 9, 1776. She married 
Lieut. Job Wright, son of Rev. Job 
Wrigbt of Bernardston, Mass., Aug. 
20, 17!l5, and remained with hei' 
grandparents, under whose protec
tion she had been since the death of 
her parents. 

Her aged grandparents died a few 
years after her marriage, and this 
bereavement was soon followed by 
the death of her husband, April 26, 
1806, aged 34. 

By these affi ictions, the care and 

Roxana S., born March 30, 1826, 
married Henry C. Lund of Nashua, 
N. H., Nov. 14, 1848, an el removed 
to Georgia a few years af ter bel' mar
riage, where her husband died in 
1877. 

Ohildlen: Louis Henry Hattie 
Tryphena, Nellie Lucretia:' 

Louis Henry, born at Nashua. N. 
H., Dec. 24, 1854, marl'led Lena 
Wilcox, of Buffalo, N. Y. Wife 
and child deceased; resides at An
gusta, Ga. 

Hattie Tryphena, born at Nashua, 
N. H., Dec. 6, 1857, married William 
'vV. Hack of Richmond , Ga., Sept. 
19, 1883. 

Their children : Maud Winter and 
Josephine Augusta, the sixth lineal 
descendants of Ensign Samuel Strat
ton, representing the seventh gener
ation. 

Maud Winter, born July 28, 1884. 
Josephine Augnsta, born Jan. 11 , 

1886, died Nov. 17, 1886. 
N ellie, the second dallghter of 

responsibility of a young family Henry O. and Roxana S. Lnnd, was 

rested alone upon her. She was born at Augusta, Ga., July 18, 1R67; 

known as a woman of worth and married William J obnson of Man

ability. She inherited the home- chester, N. H. , Jul y 11,1888, where 

stead of her Grandfather Stratton, they now reside. 

and remained oeneath tbe roof-tree, Oscar, the only son of John S. find 

until impelled by the infirmities of Tryphena Wright, was born Ang. 31, 

age to remove to the bome of her 1833; married Eliza J. F elTY, dangh

son-in-law, Marshall Whithed, where tel' of Addison Ferry of Chicopee, 

she passed away, May 24, 1849, aged Mass. , Sept. 26, 1861. He died in 

73. the prime of life, Aug. 14, 1876, la-

Ohildren: Samuel S., John S., mented by loving friends. 
Ruth Maria. Ruth Maria the only daughter of 

331 
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Job and Thankful Wright, was born 
July 31, 180l. 

In her were embodied the highest 
and noblest traits of character. 

She married Marshall Whithed, 
May 20, 1823, and lived near the 
home of her childhood until her 
death, Oct. 14, 1840. 

WHITHED. 
. 

Marshall Wh.lthed, son of Gad and 
Thankful Whlth.ed,. and. grandson 
of John .and AbIgaIl Whlthed, was 
born.at Lmcoln, lVIass., July .31.' 1797. 

HIS father re.moved to Phllhpston, 
Mass., wh-ere hIS boyhood was spent, 
and later his father removed to 
Northfield, Mass. 

His grandfather, John Whithed, 

Mr. Whithed was postmaster near
ly 32 years, town clerk 12 years, and 
town treasurer a number of years, 
and filled other town offices. He 
was public spirited and enterprising, 
and his sterling qualities and good 
judgment caused his counsel to be 
sought in matters of importance. He 
was chairman of the committee when 
the new church was erected. 'The 
large mill built at the centre of the 
town in 1856 by himself and Mr. 
Ball of Winchester, N. H., wa-s 
under his supervision. He engaged 
in the lumber business; which with 
his extensive farms gave employ
ment to many persons_ In his earli
est business life when merchandise 
was conveyed up the Connecticut 

I river in fiat boats, he and one or two 
others had control of most of the 

was one of the famOl~s Boston T~a transportation from Hartford, Ct., 
Party of 1773, who evmced the spmt 
of resistance to British taxation by 
throwing the historic tea overboard. 
Our tradition of this fact is well au
thenticate~. .' 

He was m the battle.of Lexmgton, 
a.nd served fonr years.m the Revolu
tlOnary war. He dIed soon after 
leaving the arm}': . 

The name Whlthed was formerly 
spelled Whitehead, but the e and a 
were dropped b,y our ancestors. 

Marshall Whlthed was the oldest 
of nine children. 

He located in Vernon in 1820, 
where he engaged in the mercantile 
business. 

to Bellows Falls Yt . He was a, lib
eral contributol: to the chU1'ch of 
whieh he was a regular attendant, 
and the hospitality of his house was 
generously extended to the clergy. 

Rev. H. B. Butler rightly said of 
him: "He was a man whose "\lord 
was as good as his bond." He died 
February 3, 1860. 

Children of Marshall and Ruth 
Maria [Wright] Whithed: Addi
son, Isabella, Josephine, Lafayette, 
Lucia Ann, Adaline, Sylvina, Clin
ton Stratton. 

ADDISON wHITHED. 

Addison Whithed, born Jan. 30, 
He married Ruth, only daughter 18:!4, inherited the homestead and 

of Job and Thankful Wright, and succeeded his father in the mercan
great-grand-daughter of Ensign tile bnsiness, also as postmaster, town 
Samuel Stratton, May 20; 1823. 

The store and hotel of Mr. Whit
hed were the only ones in town for 
several years. 

The commodious hall in his house 
was occupied from time to time by 
the different societies for public wor
ship. It was also used for lectures 
and other entertainments, and all the 
town business was transacted there. 

The many civil offices that were 
held by Marshall Whithed, attest the 
trust reposed in him by his towns
men. 

clerk, and town treasurer. He has 
held the office of town treasurer 36 
years; town clerk, 32 years; post
master, nearly 30 years. These offices 
he holds at the present time. 

The post office has been held by 
Addison Whithed and his father 
over 61 years, and the combined ser
vices of father and son as town clerks 
exceed 44 years; as town treasurers 
over 40 years. He represented his 
town in the State Legislature in 1872, 
'73 and '74. He married Editha 
Lee, daughter of Major Eli Lee of 

http:battle.of
http:Whlth.ed
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i
Vernon) Jan. 5, 1847. In 1868, he ' Ohildren: Nelson Dana, Oharles 

was elected a trustee of the Vermont Marshall, Lucia Maria, Olinton 

Savings Bank at Brattleboro, and in Clarence. 

1879 he was placed on its investment Nelson Dana, born June 25,1845, 

committee; holding these positions married Annie L., daughter of 

at the present time, 18!H. Robert Patterson of St. Paul, Apr. 


Ohildren : Isadora Elmina, Ham- 30, 1875. 
ilton Lee, Earnest Addison. rrheir children, representing the 

Isadora Elmina, born June 22, seventh generation of Ensign Sam
1849, married Oharles F. Kenney of uel Stratton, were born, Nelson Eb
Danvers, Mass., May 14, 1878; re- en, Aug. 19, 1876; died May 2, 1889. 
sides at Danvers. Susie Maud, born Nov. 19, 1880. 

Hamilton Lee, born Mar. 6, 1854; Charles Marshall, son of Dr. Eben
married Nellie, dau'ghter of Oharles ezer and Lucia A. Miller, was born 
O. Houghton of Worcester, Mass., July 17, 1847. 

Sept. 3, 1885; resides at Grand Lucia Maria, born Aug. 2, 1850, 

Forks, Dakota. has held the position of principal, 


Ohildren: Houghton Hamilton, several years in the Oity schools. 
born, Mar. 5, 1888; Ruth Whithed, Dr. Olinton Olarence, born Feb. 
born, Mar. 11, 1891, only grand- 2, 1854, located in St. Paul. 
daughter of Addison and Editha 
Whithed; the youngest lineal de
scendant of Ensign Samuel Stratton 
of Vernon, representing the seventh 
generation, and the eleventh lineal 
descendant of Samuel Stratton of 
England. 

Ernest Addison, youngest child 
of Addison and Editha Whithed, 
was born, Oct. 18, 1856; died, Oct. 
16, 1871. 

WRITRED-:NIILLER. 

Lucia Ann, daughter of Marshall 
and Ruth Whithed, born August 4, 
1825; married Dr. Ebenezer Miller 
of Vernon, June 20,1843, and settled 
in Guilford. 

Dr. Miller was born, Oct. 4, 1822, 
and graduated from Oastleton Medi
cal Oollege, June 6, 1843. 

He was a man of high intellectual 
attainments. 

His skill soon won for him an ex
tensi ve practice; but the West pre
senting many attractions, he remov
ed to St. Paul, Minn., Nov. 3,1856, 
where his family now reside. 

During the Civil war, he went 
South and established himself in the 
drug business at Natchez, MiffS. in 
1863. Two years later, while attend
ing to some interests at Homer, Lou
isiana, he died after a brief illness, 
July 21, 1865. 

ISABELLA WHITHED. 

Isabella, daughter of Marshall and 
Ruth Whithed, was born Jan. 30, 
1828: Lived at Vernon until after 
the death of her father. Resides at 
Oambridge, Mass. 

WRITHED-CONE. 

Adaline, daughter of Marshall 
and Ruth Whithed, born Feb. 25, 
1830, married Oharles F. Oone of 
Boston, Mass., Dec. 20, 1853. 

Ohildren: Frank Whithed, Adah 
Lelia. Residence, Oambridge, Mass. 

Frank W. was born Sep. 16, 1854. 
Adah Lelia, born Jan. 28, 1860, 

married Frank E. Brock, of Oam
bridge, Mass., Dec. 12, 1883. 

rrheir daughter, Edna Pearl, born 
Mar. 25, 1885, is the 6th lineal de
scendant of Ensign Samuel Stratton, 
and represents the 7th generation. 

WRIl'HED-RALL. 

Josephine, daughter of Marshall 
and Ruth Whithed, born Mar. 15, 
1833, married Theophilus Hall, of 
Winchester, Kentucky, Dec. 1871; 
died Apr. 21, 1874. 

A true-hearted woman.' Her life 
speaks to us as nothing else can. 

SYLVINA WRITHED. 

Sylvina, daughter of Marshall and 
Ruth Whithed, born Jan. 14, 1835, 

333 
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has engaged in teaching since 1853. 
Residence, Oambridge, Mass. 

LAFAYETTE WHITHED. 

Lafayette, son of Marshall and 
Ruth Whithed, born Feb. 20, 1837, 
married Frances Oornelia, daughter 
of J ob.n F. Hale of Bernardston, 
Mass., Sept. 3, 1861. 'rhey reside 
in Bernardston. Their chi ldren, 
Marshall Fayette and Aimee Matil
da, represent the sixth generation 
of Ensign Samuel Stratton. 

Marshall Fayette, born May 16, 
1862. 

Aimee Matilda, bom Sept. 25, 
1866; teacher in Bemardston. 

CLINTON STRATTON, 

LONGEVITY OF THE WRIGHT 

FAlfILY. 

Tryphena Wright, aged 75 years. 
Thankful Wright, .. 73 " 

«Henr), O. Lund, 52" 
John S. Wright, 48" " 
Oscar Wright, " 44 " 
Lieut. Job Wright, " 34 " - ""Samuel S. Wright, 32" " 
Josephine A. Hack, " 10 months. 

EPITAPH 


of 


JOHN, 


Son of Samllel i ; Ir.'uth Stm.tton. 


son of Marshall and Ru th W hi thed IHere lies inte1'1'ed where .silenc~ 1'eigns, 
.~" ' " M1', John Stratton's sad ?'emams, 

bom Ang, 10, 1809, marned J ~ha IIn Janua1'Y, ere the Sun 
S" daughter of Jesse Frost of ver
non, Jan, 20, 1863. Their only 
child Minnie Bell representing the 
.' . 'f E' S I

sIxth generation 0 nSlgn am~e 
Stratton, bom Oct. 19, 1866. DIed 
Noy. 5, 1883. 

LONGEVITY OF THE STRATTON 

FAMILY. 

Elizabeth Stratton, aged 100 years. 
Elizabeth Hawks Stratton, 90 " 
Ensign Samuel Stratton, 83 " 
:Margaret Stratton, 81" 
Samnel Stratton 1st, 80" 
Hezekiah Stratton, 67" 
Ruth Stratton, 61 " 
Samuel Stratton 3d, 56" 
Roxana P. Stratton, 30" 
John Stratton, 29 " 
Roxana Stratton, 21" 

LONGEVITY OF THE WHITHED 

FAMILY. 

Marshall \Vhithed, aged 62 years, 
Dr. Ebenezer :Nlillel', "42 " 
Josephine 'iV. "Hall, "41" 
Rllth M. Whithed, "39" 
Minnie Bell Whi thed, " 17 " 
Eamest Addison Whithed, 15 " 
Nelson Eben Miller, 12 " 

Had eight and twenty cow'ses 1'//1/, 
Sam~el and: R1dh once happY.1.ce1'e 
In htm, thetr only son and het:. 
In Seventeen Hund1'ed Fifty-s'/.X, 
With nW1'tals he1'e onea1'th to mix 
Hefirst began .. In/,! lost his life 

In Seventeen Hundred Eighty-five. --
Thefi1'st of June while on his tour 

T¥here Walpole Rapids foam and 1'oar, 

He to a rock went down too nigh 

To pierce the salmon passing by. 

The rock's smooth, glossy, sloping side 

His feet bet1'ayed, and let him slide. 

Pl1mged down into a ttatery tomb, 

No more to see his native home, 

His tender paTents, lovely spo'use, 

01' those bright beatlties of his ho'use, 

Three little hapless female heirs, 

Left to bedew his grave with tears. 


EPITAPH 

of 

ROXANA PHILENA, -.. 
WIFE OF .JOHN STRATTON. 

When from he1' side her partner failed, 

Huge g1'ief and cares her mind assailed. 

He?' children's youth , her pa1'ents age, 

He:I' fond atte:ldion did engage. 

None who beheld Intt 1Lncle7'stood, 

He1' t1'l:als g1'eat for one so good, 

S o meek, so lovely, and resigned, 

S o pious. me:l'ciful and kinel, 

God saw heT s01'1'owful though chaste, 

And sent an angel dmlm in haste: 

To ea1·th he flew on wings of love, 

And bore her to the realms above. 




STRATTON-WHITHED. 

[The historic epitaph of MARSH
ALL WJIITHED amid' the Stratton 
and Whithed tombs may be] 

The iron fence inclosing the 
Whithed burial ground was erected 
by him a few weeks previous to his 
death; soon after completing this 
work, he was borne to his final rest
ing place within this hallowed in
closure. 

In this yal'd, on the tombstone of 
Roxana, daughter of J olm ~md Rox
ana P. Stratton, is the following 
tribute from Rev. Bunker Gay: 

What though on earth her days were 
few, 

She now begins her life anew, 
Disjoined and sheltered here, 
In tfle deep grave her mortal part 
Secure from guilt, and grief, and smart, 

"\I\fillrest from year to year, 

Until that all im{)ortant day, 

"Vhen death sha I yield up all its prey , 

And from this putrid tomb, 

Divinely polished she will rise 

A spotless nymph to grace the skies, 

Clothed in immortal bloom. 


On the stone of Lieut. Job Wright, 
author unknown: 
Honor and honesty, good sense, 
True kindness and benevolence, 
His frail and feeble life adorned; 
Alas! how soon to dust retul'lle'l; 
Great is the loss his friends sustain, 
Great and eternal too his gain. 

On the stone of Thankful rStrat
ton], wife of Lieut. Job WrigJlt: 
True virtue did her time engage, 

In doing good from youth to age; 

Her soul has gone to realms above, 

In ceaseless jO)7 and boundless love. 


..-. 
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Whithed Family Marriages. 

~J"l 
c,... 

MARSHALL WRITHED 

~ 

RUTH M. WRIGHT. 


1823. 


* :~ * * 
Lucia A. Whithed 

~ 
Dr. Ebenezer Miller. 

1843 . 

* )1:*--* 
Addison Whithed 

~ 
Editha Lee. 

1847. 

~--~ 

Adaline Whithed 

"til 
Charles F. Cone. 

1853 . 

~~--~l~ 

Lafayette Whithed 

~ 

Frances C. Hale. 

1861. 

~-~ 

Clinton S. Whithed 


95 

J nlia S. Frost. 


1863. 


~~ ** 
Josephine Whithed 

~ 

Theophilus Hall. 

1871. 

~-~ 
Nelson D. Miller, 

(SOil of Lucia A. ,tiller. ) 

~ 
Annie L. Patterson. 

1875. 

;--~~: 

IsadoraE. Whithed, 

( Daugbter of Addison ·'Yhitbed.• 


~ 
Charles F. KennElY. 

1878. 

~--~ 
Adah L. Cone, 


( Daug-hteJ' of Ada-line Cone.) 


~ 
FJ.·ank E. Brock. 

188:3. 

~~--~ 

Hamilton L. Whithed, 
(Son of Addison Whitbed.l 

~ 
Nellie 	Houghton. 

1885. 

-..,. 




I 
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..

DOVER. 

By *K. HASKI NS, ESQ., 

of Brattleboro. 

DOVER. separate and distinct districts by a 
The town of Dovel' is situated ill line commencing at . a point on the 

the western part of ·Windham coun- eas~er~ boundary of said town and 
ty, is 20 miles northwesterly from egUl-dlstant from the northeast and 
Brattleboro and 12 miles westerly sout~east corners there~f, thence 
from Newfane, the presen t county runlllng westerly to a :pom t on the 
seat. It was originally chartered aH wes~er~ boundary of saId town, and 
a part of_the township of Wardsbo- I equl-dlstant from the northwest and 
rough [Wardsboro], and W:iS granted south w~st corners there~f ; ~hat por
to ·William Ward and 51 others hy tlOn lymg north ~f s.ald hne Tto be 
the General Assembly of the State called the North D~stnct of v\ ards
of Vermont on the 7th day of No- borough, and all IYI?g .south to be 
vember, 1780. The charter was called the South DIstnct of Wards
signed by Thomas Chittenden, Gov- boroug~.. By this a~t of division 
ernor, and Jonas Fay, Secretary. By each cllstnct wa? entItled to have, 
the terms of the grant, as imposed and tl:eI:eafter dId have, a. separate 
by the General Assembly, the pro- and dlStlIlct set of town officers and 
prietors were to pay the snm of eight rec?rds; but the two togethCl: we~'e 
pounds and tell shillings each, and entItled to but one representatIve m 
to settle the township within three the General Assembly. 
years after the war, or when safety Abner Perry, a resident of the 
to the inhabitants would admit. South District, was elected town 

The town l Wardsborough] was representative in 1803, and this was 
organized March 14, 1786, and the only occasion that a representa
Aaron Hudson was the first town tive was given to that part of the 
clerk. Extending across the town town while the district system re
from east to west, and in about the mained. 'The inhabitants of the 
central part thereof, is a high ran&e South District frequently petitioned 
of hills, which rendered it exceed- the Legislature to constitute them 
ingly inconvenient, and at some sea- into a separate town, but without 
sons of the year almost impossible success, until Oct. 30, 1810, when 
(or the inhabitants on either side they procured the passage of an act, 
commnnicating and doing business entitled "An act incorporating the 
with each other. On the 18th day North and South Districts of Wards
of October, 1788, at a session of the borough, in the County of Wind
General Assembly held at Manches- ham, into two separate and distinct 
tel', the town was divided into two towns," which said act provided that 

tIle North District should thereafter 
.,A native of Dover. )be called and known by tlJe name of 
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of Wardsboro, and the Sou th Dis- him Joshua Kendall of the same 
trict by the name of Dover. town, who settled on the farm re-

On the 16th day of Nov., 1869, by cently owned and occupied by Pras
an act of the Legislature, that por- ton Adams. 
tion of the town of 'Wilmington ly- The same season William Hall of 
ing directly west of the town of Upton, Mass., came in and settled 
Dover, being a strip of land two on the farm where he lived and dieJ . 
miles in width and which previous since occupied by his son Lewis, and 
to November 2, 1858, was a part of now occupied by Adelbert J efts. In 
the town of Somerset, was annexed 1~' 81, Ebenezer Sparks and Rober 
to Dover. The town as now consti- Love of Killingly, Conn., settled in 
tuted is about four miles wide from town, the former on the farm now 
north to south, and eight miles on occupied by Charles VIrentworth and 
the north line, comprising in round the latt;er on the farm now occupied 
numbers about 22,000 acres of land. by Isaac L. Gould. In 1782, these 

The town has no natural ponds, early pioneers brought their wives 
nor any considerable streams of into this new settlement, that was 
water; but several branches of the to be their fnture home. They were 
,Vest river arid a branch of the followed during this and the few 
Deerfield river have their rise here, 
which afford several small mill pri\'
ileges. The surface of the town is 
exceedingly uneven, and a view from 
some of its higllest hills present to 
tile eye scenes both pictl1l'esque and 
gretnd. Looking to the west may be 
seen the Hetystack, a.nd from it ex
tenlling north and south the range 

succeeding ~'ears by .Jonathan K. 
Wells, who settled on the farm now 
occupied by George Bolster; Tim
othy Wood and Aaron \\ood of'"ar
wick, Mass. , the former settling on 
the farm recently occupied Warren 
Brown, and the latter on the farm 
now occupied by Charles Berni!;; 
Joseph Briggs of Oj~ ) [arJboro, 

of the Green Mountains for a long ·Mass., who settled in tbe west part 
distance can easily be traced. To 
the northeast the Ascutney looms up 
in the distance, and still bevond may 
be seen some of the White Moun
tains of New Hampshire; lookin .:,. 
eastwardly, one has a fine view of 
Mt. Monadnock, with the valleys of 
the West river a.nd the Connecticut 

of the town, where he resided a f ew 
years, t hen bought out Jonarhan K. 
\\ells. mO\'ed on LO : he place and 
occupied i t unri! hi s death F eb. 16, 
1850, a t the a.,o-e of 92 years ; J ames 
Slade, Silas Wrigh t. R euben Chit
tenden and a, :ll1". Richardson were 
a.mong the early settlers, but it is 

lying between; turning to the south- I now impossible -to ascerta,in from 
east and the south, the eye takes in 
a vast amphitheatre of hills and val
leys; with Wauchusett, NIt. Holyoke 
and M t. Tom form ing a magllificen t 
background. The soil is hard of 
cldtiVtttiol1, yet some good crops are 
produced thereon, and the hillsides 
afford eX0ellent grazing. 

EARLY SETTLERS. 

The first settler was Abner Perry, 
who came in alone from Holliston, 
Mass" in 1779, and made a clearing 
on the farm ever after occupied by 
him, and now owned and occupied by 
Asaph Adam". He returned to Hol
liston in the fall, but came back again 
in the spring of 1780, bringing with 

whence they came or where they set
tied, with the exeption of .Mr. Slade, 
who settled on what is now known 
as the "Es ta brooks Hill;" so were 
also Gamaliel Ellis, John a.nd Oliver 
Kemp,who settled on the hill south
westerly of the present village of 
West Dover, on lands now owned by 
Hosea Mann. Among others of the 
early settlers who .came to town pre
vious to 1790, may be mentioned 
Gardner Howe of Shrewsbnry,}lass., 
Ebenezer and \\illiam Sears.. Roger 
Birchard (maternal grandfather of 
President Hayes), of Mansfield, 
Conn., Elijah Baldwin, of the same 
town, who settled on the farm now 
occupied by Hosea Mann 2d; Wil
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liam Haskins of Hardwick, Mass., 
IV ho settled on what has since been 
known as the ""\Vhipple Place," 
and where he built the first frame 
house ever erected in town; Lemuel 
Osgood, who settled on the farm 
now owned and occupied by Lorenzo 
L. Holve, sold it in 1794 to Abra
ham Jones of Milford, Mass., since 
which time it has been owned and 
occupied by Whitney Jones, Laban 
J ones, Laban Jones, jr. and Carlos 
K. Jones, respecti vely. Mr. Osgood 
then moved to the farm now owned 
and occupied by George B. Boyd. 
where he lived and died. David 
Johnson, who settled on the farm 
now occupied by John Sylvester; 
Silas Johnson, who settled on the 
"Estabrooks Hill," on lands now 
owned by Joshua H. Parker, where 
he erected and kept the first tavern 
ill town. Also Isaac Lasdell LLaz
ell] , Josiah H. Wheeler, Aaron 
Thompson, Luther- Johnson, Daniel 
Warner, U zziel Putnam, Abner 
Slade, Eliphaz Stearns and J ('sse 
Marsh. 

~[ARRIAGES. 

'fhe first marriage celebrated in 
town was between Ebenezer Sparks 
and Margaret Love, in the year of 
1782. '1'he ceremony was perform
ed in a log house, by the Rev. Heze
kiah Taylor of Newfane, to which 
the settlers were generally invited. 
I t is related of Parson Taylor, that, 
he had a habit when at prayer, of 
risi ng upon his tip-toes and then 
settling down upon his heels, ob
viously, to give emphasis to his 
words. On this occasion, while the 
Parson was engaged in prayer, and 
growing unusually fervent, he came 
down upon his heels with such sud
den force that the floor gave way 
and the whole party were precipi
tated into the cellar. 

BIRTHS. 

The first child born in town was 
Anna, daughter to Abner and Anna 
Perry, July 18, 1"/82; she afterwards 
married Ebenezer Jones, and was 
the mother of Hon. Wm. H. Jones. 
The seconn was Sarah, daughter to 

Ebenezer and Margaret Sparks, born 
Sept. 29, 1782. In 1800, she mar
ried Aaron Wood, who died inabout 
four months thereafter. She then 
married William Bugbee, Decem
ber 15, 1801, with whom she lived 
until his death Sept. 11, 1862; she 
died May 23, 1867, aged 84 years. 
The third was Samuel, son to Wil
liam and Lois Hall, born Dec. 19, 
1782. The fourth was Alpha, son 
to Silas and Mary Wright, born 
July 27, 1783. 

The early settlers of this township 
experienceil many severe hardships 
and privations in their newly select
ed home. They lived in log houscs 
and erected temporary shel ters for 
their stock, which were but poor 
apologies for barns during the long 
cold winters which followed. But 
they were men and women of strong 
constitu tions, possessed of a deter
mined and iron will, for whom toil 
and privation only served to call 
forth greater efforts on their part, to 
make their homes comfortable and 
leave to their posterity an example 
of prudent thrift, sterling integri
ty and manly intelligence. Abner 
Perry, the earliest settler in town , 
died very suddenly Sept. 2, 1834, on 
Dover Common, while nttending 
freeman 's meeting. His widow de
ceased Aug. 19, 18·;2, aged 99 years, 
8 months and 10 days, being the 
oldest person that ever died in the 
town, although many of the early 
settlers lived to be upwards of 85 
and.90 years of age. 

TOWN )fEETINGS AND OFFICERS. 

The first meeting for the election 
of officers in the Wardsborough 
Sou th District, was held at the 
d welling house of James Slade, 
March 10, 1789, when the following 
were chosen: David J obllson, mod
erator and town clerk; David John
son, Aaron Thompson and Luther 
Johnson, selectmen; Daniel Warner, 
treltsurer; Ebenezer Sears, consta
ble; WIl1. Standcliff, collector; Eli
jah Baldwin, Isaac Lasdell and Wil
liam Haskins, listers; Barnard Con
verse, sealer of leather; Roger 
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Birchard and William Hall. grand How bow'd the woods beneath their 
jurors; Nathan Ganson, pOUlid keep- sturdy stroke!" 
er; .Nathan Bax~er, hayward; Silas "The breezy call of incense-breathing 
Wnght and Uzzlel Putnam, tithing-
men' Abner Slade fence-viewer' 

, .' ' 
Jacob Staples, Damel 'Varner, Na-
than Ganson, William Haskins, 
Silas W righ t, William Sears, Barn
ard Converse and William Hall 
highway surveyors' William Hall' 
Abner Slade, L~ther Johnson' 
Roger Birchard, Abner Perry and 
Elijah Steams, petit jurors' William 
Hall, sealer of weights a~d meas
ures. 

On the 18th of June 1789 Wil
liam Hall, RoO"er Birdhard 'Abner

'" ,Perry, William Haskins and Abner 
Slade were chosen a committee to 

morn, '. , . 
The ~wallows tWltt nng f1"Om the straw

bUIlt shed,
The cock's shrill clarion or the echoing 

horn, , 
No more shall rouse them from tlleir 

lowly bed." 
August 1, 1791, the town "voted, 

that all warnings for meetings shall 
be put up at Mr. Southard's mill, 
Oapt. Johnson's and John Kemp's 
houses, for the future." 

Sept. 23, 1793, the town "voted, 
to build a house in which to do town 
business at the centre of the town

h ' ' or . t e lllghest con venient place." 
ThiS vote was subsequently recind

find the center of the town. This ed, and no building was ever erected 
committee made their report at a 
meeting held October 8 1792 when 
it was "voted to establi~h the'centre 
where it was picked." There is no 
record of the report of this commit
tee, nor can their report (if made in 
writing) be now found, but the 
writer is informed, and it has been 
understood that the centre was es
tablished to be on the hill near the 
present dwelling house of George B. 
Boyd, and a short distance easterly 
of what was found to be the geo
graphical centre of the town. 

March 7, 1791, the town "voted 
to give Daniel Warnerforty shillings 
to clear and fence one-half acre of 

for that purpose at the then recog
nized centre of the town. 

At a town meeting holden Sept. 
15, ]794, to take into consideration 
the matter of paying the soldiers 
who had served in the revolu tionary 
war, and were then residents of the 
t~wn, "voted, to make up the sol
dlers three pounds per month while 
in service." 

From 1789 up to 1810, inclusive, 
when th~ South District was inc or
porated mto a separate and distinct 
town under its present name, the 
town meetings were held at the 
houses of .J ames Slade, Silas J ohn
son, DaVid Johnson, Lemuel Os

land given by Mr. John Lee for a I good, John Lee and others. 
burial place." John Lee settled on 
the farm formerly owned and occu
pied by David Dexter, and the "bu
rial place" so gi \7en and established, 
is the one still in use just north of 
the village that for many years has 
been known as "Dover" or "Dover 
common." 

In that old familiar and hallowed spot, 
"Where heaves the turf in many a 

mould'ring heap, 
Each in his narrow cell forever laid, 
The rude forefathers of the hamlet 

sleep." 
"Oft did the harvest to their sickle yield, 
Their furrow oft the stubborn glebe has 

broke: 

The first town meeting held for 
the election of officers under their 
new act of incorporation was March 
4, 1811, at the meeting house which 
had previously been erected on 
"Dov~r Oommon," and which has 
ever Sll1ce been known or \listin
guished from the other villages in 
the town, as "Dovel''' or "Dover 
Oommon." At this meeting Reu
ben Dean was chosen town clerk' 
Elijah Stearns, Samllel Mill er anel 
Ebenezer Sears, selectmen; Ebene
zer Oopeland, William Haskins and 
Phineas Wood, listers; and Asa 
Phillips, constable and collector. 

How jocund did they drive their team I From this time forward the town 
afield! meetings were holden in the same 
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place, as also were the freemen's draft, however, was made, but n?l1e 
meetings from 1828 up to and in- dra~ted ever eJ?tered the servIce, 
cludina the March meetincr of 1861 theIr places bemg filled by vol un
when by vote of the town it was de~ t~el's who received as a bounty one 
cided that they thereafter be held sIlver dollar each. , 
alternately at the east and west vil- In 1849 a scheme was proJected to 
lages. In 1811, and for a few years annex to Dover that portion of the 
thereafter, the freemen's meetings town of Somerset whIC,h ,,:as su bS,e
were held at the dwelling house of qu~ntly annexed to IVIlmmgton m 
Lemuel Osgood; subsequently, up to ~8D8, aud fro~:n that town to Dover 
and including the year 1828, they m 1869. T~lls matter was presented 
were holden in the Baptist meeting to ~he LegIslature at ,nearly every 
house erected on lands Q'iven for seSSIOn, the party favormg the an
that purpose by the sail' Osgood, nexation only ~ucceeding to the ex
situated on the hill northwest of the tent of procunng the passage of an 
"Common" and ou the brm now act to take effect whenever a major
owned and occupied by George B. it? of the town s~IOuld .vote to ,re
Boyd. Within the last few years, celY~ the~. ThIS proJec~ havmg 
however, the meetings have been f?r Its obJec~, as the antl-annexa
holden on "Dover Common." tlOn party belIeved, the removal of 

0' . ' ,the place of holding the town and 
, As ~ oeneral thll1g the electlOns i freemens' meetings from the" Com
m ,thIs town have passe~o~ very mon" to the west village for the 
qLl1~t~.Y' the I?emocrats .b~mg m the whole or a portion of the time, pro
lJ?aJo Ity .a greater pOltlOn o,f t~le voked a great amount of angry dis
tlIl~e l1ntu .1844, when the LIbel ty cussion and created feelings of bit
~~l ty obt~ll1ed the ascendenc? tel' enmity and hatred between those 
Smce whIch tIme the Free .Soll who had theretofore been warm 
party of 18~8, and the RepublIcan friends. The anti-annexationists 
party of ?,8~?, have, constantly been were in the majority, but the strug
m the maJouty. FlOm 1811 to 18,15, gle was continued year after year 
h~:wever, consIderable party f~ehng until that territory was annexed to 
e;X:lsted, a,nd many, a heated dlscus- Wilmington in 1858. In 1868 the 
sl?n was mdulged III by. the Demo- contest was renewed by an attempt 
c,lats and th~ ,r:ederahsts of that to annex that portion of Wilming
tIme, the p,al tlclpants not uJ?fr~- ton to Dover, but was defeated. In 
quently ~o,nll~g to blows. An lllCI- 1869, the opposition becoming tired 
deI?t of tillS kmd ,~as related to the of the fight, or becoming convinced 
wnte: by an eye-wItness tl~at, on ~he that the acquisition would prove 
occasIOn of a town meetmg bemg beneficial instead of detrimental to 
held to encourage the young men to the best interests of the town, aban
vol unt~er.and fill the quota of the doned the struggle,and the act of au
~o'~n: m.lesponse to the call of the nexation was passed with little or 
'?O\ e1l101, and to l~rote~t the State no opposition, and thus ended what 
fro,n: threatened mvaslOn ,by the had been a long, tedious and most 
BntIsh troops, the ex.cltem~nt perplexincr controversy. 
reached a fever heat and msultmg 0 

and threatening language was freely TOWN CLERKS. 

indulged in. Whereupon one Sec- David Johnson, from 1789 to 1796; 
retary Rawson, an ardent Democrat Reuben Dean, from 1796 to 1813; 
and strong supporter of the admin- David Burr, from 1813 to 1822; 
istration or "war party," encoun- Aaron P. Perry, from 1822 to 1824; 
tered Roswell Warner, a Federalist, David Burr, from 1824 to 1828; 
and one of the local leaders of the Laban Jones, from 1828 to 1832; 
"anti-war party," and gave him a Wm. H. Hodges, from 1832 to Dec. 
most unmerciful thrashing. A 8 of same year; Samuel Jones, from 
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Dec. 8, 1832, to Nov. 14, 1833; 
Fayette Perry, from Nov. 14, 1833, 
to June 21, 1849; Presson F. Perry, 
from June 21, 1849 to 1857; Mar
tin Perry, from 1857 to 1861; Wm. 
H. Jones, from 1861 to 1869; Sid
ney H. Sherman, from 1869 to 1873; 
J. Arnold Newell, from 1813 to 
1818, also 1881, '82, '83, '84 inclu
sive; Stillman H. Lazelle, 1879 and 
1880; William F. Jones, from 1885 
to the presen t time. 

REPRESENTATIVES. 

Amos Rice 1811, '12, '13, '15, '21, 
'22; Samuel Clark 1814; Gardner 
Howe 1816, '23; Elijah Stearns 1817, 
'18; '19, '20; Ebenezer Jones 1824, 
'26, '28; David Burr 1825, '27; Wm. 
H. Hodges 1829; James Miner 1830, 
'31, '37, '38, '48, '49, '50; Lyman 
Howe 1882, '33, '34; David Dexter, 
Jr. 1835, '36; Lewis Hall 1839, '40: 
Will. H. Jones 1841, '42, '64, '65; 
Fayette Perry 1843, '44, "45; (1846, 
no choice); Joel Lyman 1847', '69; 
Asaph Haskins 1851; Laban Jones 
1852, '53; Liberty Howe 1854, '55, 
'56, '57, '58; Martin Perry 1859, 
'60; Ed win F. Sherman 1861, '66 ; 
J edediah C. Estabrooks 1862, '63 ; 
Resolved S. Staples 1867, '68; Laban 
Jones, J r. 1870, '71; Sidney H. 
Sherman 1872, '73; J. Arnold New
ell 1874, '15; Stillman H. Lazell 
1876, '77; Augustus Fitch, Jr. 1878, 
'79; Henry .J. Turner 1880, '81; 
Elwin H. Jones 1882, '83; Oscar A. 
Lazell 1884, '85 ; John C. Snow 
1886, '87; William J. Jones 1888, 
'8'9; Fred E. Ryther 1890, '91. 

DELEGATES TO CONSTITUTIONAL 

CONVENTIONS. 

Reuben Dean 1814, Amos Rice 
1822, Ebenezer Jones 1828, Lewis 
Hall 1836, Fayette Perry 1843, 
Asaph Haskins 1850, Sidney H. 
Sherman 1810. 

STATE SENATORS. 

Laban Jones, 1838, '39; Wm. H. 
Jones, 1856, '57. 

ASSISTANT JUDGE OF COUNTY COURT. 

Wm. H. Jones from 1864 to 1770. 

SELECTMEN. 

1789. David Johnson, Aaron Thomp
son, Luther J olmson. 

1790. William Hall, Lemuel Johnson, 
Joshua Kendall. 

1791. Abner Perry, Eliphaz Stearns, Eb
enezer Sears. 

1792. Isaac Lasdell, John Lee, Gardner 
Howe. 

1793. John Whitney, Joseph.Chamber
lin, William Sears. 

1794. Eliphaz Stearns, Ebenezer Sears, 
Luther Johnson. 

1795. Ebenezer Cheney, Reuben DeaH, 
Nathaniel Stearns. 

1796. Nathaniel . Stearns, Abraham 
Jones, Abner Perry. 

1797. Abraham Jones, Asa Moore, Gam
aliel Ellis. 

1798. William Hall, Luther Johnson, 
Lemuel Fitch. 

179~). Luther Johnson, David Johnson, 
Abner Perry. 

1800. Abner Perry, David Burr, Patten 
Fitch. 

1801. David Burr, Patten Fitch, Wil
liam Haskins. 

1802. William Haskins, Jesse Marsh, 
Samuel Miller. 

1803. Samuel Miller, Luther Johnson, 
Elijah Stearns. 

1804. Elijah Stearns, Elijah Hawks, 
Josiah H. Wheeler. 

1805. Josiah H. Wheeler, David Burr, 
William Haskins 

1806. David Burr, William Haskins, Si
las Johnson. 

1807. David BUIT, 'William, Haskins, 
Silas Johnson. 

1808. David BUIT, Abner Perry, Rodol
phus Carlton. 

1809. Elijah Stearns, Timothy Gillett, 
William Haskins. 

1810. Timothy Gillett, David Burr, 
Gardner Howe. 

1811. Elijah Stearns, Samuel Miller, Eb
enezer Sears. 

1812. David Burr, Abraham Jones, 2d, 
Nathan Dean. 

1813. Abraham Jones, 2d, Nathan Dean, 
Reuben Dean, jr. 

1814. Nathan Dean, Amos Rice, Abner 
Adams. 

1815. Nathan Dean, Gardner Howe, 
Aaron P. PeITY. 

1816. Gardner Howe, Aaron P. Perry, 
Jesse Marsh. 

1817. David Burr, Nathan Sherman, 
Nehemiah Fay. 

1818. David BUIT, Nathan Sherman, 
Whitney Jones. 

1819. David Burr, Aaron P. Perry, Sec
retary Rawson. 

1820. David Burr, Aaron P. Perry, Sec
retary Rawson. 

1821. David Burr, Ebenezer Jones, Phin
eas Wood. 
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1822. Ebenezer Jones, Aaron P. PelTY, 1856. Solomon Jones, William H. Jones, 
Aholiab Gould. Delphi W. Yeaw. 

1823. Aaron P. Perry, Nathan Sherman, 1857. 'William H. Janes, Delphi W. 
Silas Gould. Yeaw, Martin Leonard. 

1824. David Burr, Silas Gould, James 1858. William H. Jones, Delphi "V. 
Mann, jr. Yeaw, Martin Leonard. 

1825. David Burr, Silas Gould, Jedediah 18f59. Edwin F. Sherman, Jedediah C. 
Estabrook. Estabrook, Laban Jones. 

Hl26. Daid Burl', Ebenezer Jones, Na- i 1860. Moses P. Cooper, Jedediah C. 
than Dean. Estabrook, Delphi W. Yeaw. 

1827. David Burr, Silas Gould, Ebenezer 1861. Edwin F. Sherman, Daniel Leon-
Sears, jr. ard, Augustus Fitch. 

1828. Laban Jones, Asaph Haskins, 1862. Edwin F. Sherman, James iiI. 
James Mann, jr. Harris, Augustus Fitch. 

1829. Laban Jones, Daniel Leonard, 1863. James M. Harris, Edward Howe, 
William H. Hodges. Samuel J. Green. 

1830. Laban Jones, -John Rice, jr., Ly- 1864. Sidney H. Sherman, Edward 
man Howe. Howe, D. Pitt Leonard. 

1831. James Miner, jr., Ebenezer Sears, 1865. Joel Lyman, Gilbert W. Yeaw, 
jr., Daniel Leonard. James W. Bissell. 

1832. William H. Hodges, James Miner, 1866. Joel Lyman, Gilbert "V. Yeaw, 
jr., Daniel Leonard. James W. Bissell. 

1833. Samuel Jones, James Miner, Lu- 1867. D. Green Leonard, Henry r. Tur
ther Corse. ner, Enos R. Knapp. 

1834. Fayette Perry, Lyman Howe, Jed- 1868. Joel Lyman, Henry 1. Turner, 
ediah Estabrook. "Villiam Yeaw. 

1835. Fayette Perry, David Dexter, jr., 1869. Joel Lyman, Isaac W. Lazell, 
Jeptha Lyman, jr. William H ..Jones. 

1836. Fayette Perry, David Dexter, jr., 1870. William H. Jones, Isaac W. La-
Liberty Howe. zell, James W. Bissell. 

1837. Fayette Perry, Ebenezer Seitl·s, jr., 1871. James \V. Bissell, D. Pitt Leon-
Jeptha Lyman, jl'. ard, Gilbert W. Yeaw. 

1838. William "Valker, Enos R. Knapp, 1872. D. Pitt Leonard, Gilbert W. Yeaw, 
Liberty Howe. Laban Jones, jr. 

1839. Fayette PelTY, Luther Corse, Lew- 1873. D. Pitt Leonard , Gilbert W. Yeaw, 
is Hall. Ansel B. Collins. 

1840. Fayette Perry, Lewis Hall, Wil- 1874. Ansel B. Collins, Laban Jones, 
liam H. Jones. Jr., Wells C. Halliday. 

1841. Fayette Perry, Asaph Haskins, 1875. Laban Jones, Jr., Wells C. Halli-
Liberty Howe. day, William H. Mann. 

1842. Laban Jones, Enos R. Knapp, 1876. George E. Rice, Isaac W . Lazell, 
William H. Jones. Freeman F. Fitch. 

1843. Laban Jones, William H. Jones, 1877. George E. Rice, Isaac W. Lazell, 
Asaph Haskins. Freeman F. Fitch. 

1844. Ebenezer Sears, jr., William 1878. George B. Boyd, George E. Rice, 
Walker, \Villiam H. Jones. Freeman F. Fitch. 

li:~ 45. Asaph Haskins, Fayette Perry, 1879. George B. Boyd, George E. Rice, 
. Harvey Copeland. Freeman F. Fitch. 

1846. Lyman Howe, James Miner, John 1880. Delphi W. Yeaw, Geo. B. Boyd, 
Kinsman, jr. D. P. Leonard. 

1847. Fayette Perry, Lyman Howe, 1881. Delphi W. Yeaw, Geo. B. Boyd, 
Joel Lyman. . D. P. Leonard. 

1848. Ebenezer Sears, jr., Joel Lyman, 1882. Geo. B. Boyd, D. P. Leonard, 
William Walker. Delphi W. Yeaw. 

1849. Asaph Haskins, Solomon Jones, 1883. Geo. B. Boyd, D. P. Leonard, 
Paris Rawson . Delphi W. Yeaw. 

1850. Hosea Mann, Moses P. Cooper, 1884. George B. Boyd, D. P. Leonard, 
Joel Lyman. Delphi 'N. Yeaw. 

1851. Ebenezer Sears, Asaph Haskins, 1885. George Il. Boyd, Delphi W. Yeaw, 
Presson F. Perry. Orville L. Corse. 

1852. Presson F. Perry, Lyman Howe, 1886. George B . Boyd, Ozro E. Hill, 
Liberty Howe. Stillman H. Lazell. 

1853. James Miner, Joel Lyman, Gil- 1887. George B. Boyd, Ozro E. Hill, El
bert W . Yeaw. win H. Jones. 

1854. Joel Lyman, Isaac W. Lazell, 1888. George B. Boyd, Ozro E. Hill, 
. Enos R. Knapp. Wells C. Halliday. 
1855. William R. Mann, Martin Perry, 1889. 'Wells C. Halliday, W. N. Harris, 

Isaac W. Lazel!. Oscar A. Lazell. 
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1890. Wells C. Halliday, W. N. Harris, 
George B. Boyd.

1891. George B. Boyd, W. N. Harris, 
Elwin H. Jones. 

FIRST CONSTABLES. 

Ebenezer Seal's 1~/89, William 
Sears 1790, Daniel Warner 1791, 
Lemuel Johnson 1"(92, David John
son 1793, Abner Perry 1794, '95, '99, 
J'ohn Lee 1796, Luther Johnson 
1797, Asa Moore 1798, Cyrus Knapp 
1800, Enos Gould 1801, Samuel 
Clark 1802, Nathan Baxter 1803, '05, 
Oliver Russell 1804, Asa Phillips 
1806, '11, '12, '13, Amos Rice 1807, 
'08, '09, '10, Whitney Jones 1814, 
Aaron P. Perry 1815, 'lG, '17, Eb
enezer Jones 1818, '19, '20, Imri 
Perry lS21, William Sherman 1822, 
Asaph Haskins 1823, '24, '25, '31, 
'32, '33, Samuel Jones 1826, '27, 
Lyman Howe 1828, Enos R Knapp 
1829, Cyrus P. Dryden 1830, Alvin 
Gould 1834, '35, '36, '37, Hayette G. 
Knapp 1838, '39, '40, '41, Eleazer 
Gorham, jr. 1842, Martin Perry 
1843, '44, '45, '46, '47, '48, Gilbert 
W. Yeaw 1849, '56, Delphi W. 
Yeaw 1850, '51, '52, '53, '54, '57, 
'58, '60, '63, '71, '72, '73, '74, '75, 
Ansel B. Collins 1855, '59, '61, '62, 
'76, '77,78, William Yeaw1864, '65, 
'66, Henry C. Shepardson 1867, 
Ezra Stetson 1868, E. P. Knowlton 
1869, '70, John C. Snow 1879, Oscar 
A. Laze1l1880, '81, '82, '83, '84, '85, 
'86, 87, James H. Metcalf 1888, '89, 
'90, 9l. 

Justices oj the Peace who held 
office exceeding twenty years; Na
thaniel Stearns, Abner Perry, Reu
ben Dean, Aaron P. Perry, David 
Burr, James MineI', William H. 
Jones, Asaph Haskins, Laban Jones, 
Lyman Howe, Joel Lyman. The 
first justice was Nathaniel Stearns, 
he being commissioned in 1799. 

POST-OFFICES AND POST-)fASTER.S. 

The first post-office was established 
Dover, (Centre,) May 23, 1826, 
and the following named persons 
have held the office of postmaster, 
viz: 

Appointed. 
Justus Gale _______________ May 23,1826. 
Jotham Howe __________ August 24, 1827. 
John Rice, jr. _____________ June 1,1831. 
Martin Perry _______ . _____ July 2, 1838. 
Presson F. Perry _._________ May 9, 1848. 
Martin Perry ____ ___ _February 13, 1856. 
Sheldon R. Howe _____ February 7,1859. 
Martin Perry. ____ . __ DO'cember 30,1861. 
Frank C. Burr ___________ . May 18, 1864. 
Martin Perry __________ ___ May 22, 1874. 
E. P. Knowlton _____ September 14,1882.
Henry J. Knapp ___________ May 8, 1885. 
Mrs. C. L. Russell ___ Decelllber 17,1886. 

An office was established in the 
village of West Dovel', February 17, 
1848, and the following persons 
have served as post-masters, viz: 

Appointed. 
Norris L. Stetson _____ February 17, 1848. 
J edediah C. Estabrook ____ April 26, 1850. 
William H. Snow _______ .. . July 5, 1854. 
David P. Leonard .. . ... October 24, 1860. 
William F. Jones .... September 14, 1861. 
TaylorS. Estabrook ....... June 19,1871. 
'William H. Converse. December 26, 1871. 
TaylorS. Estabrook .....March 13,1876. 
Daniel N. May............ . May 8,1882. 
Moses J. Bogle.... __ ...... April9, 1888. 

An office was established in the -
village of East Dovel', Dec. 30, 1861, 
and the following persons have 
served as post-masters, viz: 

Sidney H. Sherman, appointed 
Dec. 30, 186l. 

'1I1rs. Mary E. Sherman, appointed 
Sept. 16, 1872. 

Wells C. Halladay, appointed 
Feb. 21, 1876. 

Charles F. Brown, appointed Nov. 
18, 1886. 

Wells C. Halladay, appointed 
June 29, Hl89. 

CENSUS A'£ DIFFERENT DECADES. 

In 1791, 270; 1800, 616; 1810, 
894; 1820, 829; 1830, 831; 1840, 
720; 1850, 710; 1860, 651; 1WIO, 
635; 1880, 621; 1890, 524. 

SCHOOLS. 

The first school in town was one 
of five weeks, taught in an old va
cant log house in the east part of 
the town, about the year 1790. At 
this time no organized school sys
tem prevailed, and the fathers and 
mothers feeling the necessity of 
having their children educated, i.t 
was decided to have a school to be 
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taught one week each by such of the IGospel, and therefore were anxious 
mothers who felt themselres COIl1- that provision should be made for 
petent to teach. This system of religious worship among them. The 
private schools with the mothers for first step taken in this direction, of 
teachers, was continued until the which there is any record, was at a 
town in its organized capacity took town meetin.g holden April 23, 1795, 
hold of the matter, and at a town when they" voted to hire the Rev. 
meeting holden May 22, 1793, chose Mr. (James) Tufts one-third of the 
David J ohnsoD, William Haskins, ti.me the ensuing year ; that the 

.,.. Luther Johnson, Gamaliel Ellis and meetings be held one-half of the 
John Lee a committee to divide the time at Abraham Jones' and the 
town into school districts. This other half at Elijah Baldwin's, and 
committee reported their action to that a tax of two and one-half pence 
the town on the same day, dividing on the pound of the grand list be 
the town into foul' school districts, raised to pay for the same." 
which report was adopted. After On the 10th of June, 1795, the 
the town was c(.nstituted and duly town further "voted to join with 
organized under the name of Dover, the north district of Wardsborollgh 
it was again divided into seven dis- in settling the Rev. Mr. Tufts for 
tricts. It now has nine school dis- the term of five years upon the fol
tricts. 'rhe people of this town, as lowing term: To have the Rev. Mr. 
a general thing, have always taken Tufts one-half of the time for the 
a great interest in the matter of aforesaid term of five yeal's to preach 
their common schools, and none of with US; to give him thirty-six 
the smaller towns of the State have pounds the first year, and then to 
had a more excellent system, or add twenty shillings per year until 
taken greater pains to employ good the term of five years is up, for ollr 
and competent teachers to educate part of his annual support, we keep
their youth, in which. in a great ing our public land to ourselves." 
measure they have been successful, Mr. Tufts commenced preaching 
and have sent out from among them under the above vote and continued 
several of their sons and daughters with them during the next five 
who have become eminent in their Iyears, at the end of which time he 
profession as teachers. was again employed for an unlimited 

In 18]4 there were 345 scholars I
I 

period. The Rev. Mr. Tufts was a 
returned as attellding school for i Congregationalist of the strictest 
that year. Of this number district order, and many in town who had 
No.5 (Dover Oentre) retnrned 73, been brought up in a different faith 
and No. 6 (West Dover) returned and religious belief were opposed to 
65 . At the present time the town being taxed for his support. They 
has 203 children returned as of therefore procured ccrtificates under 
school age, with but 182 attending the law of 1797, that they were of a 
Bchool. '1'his remarkable falling off different religious belief and opinion, 
is of course owing to two causes, the Ihad them recorded in the office of 
one, the decrease in the population, the town clerk, and were thereafter 
the other and most prominent one, omitted in the assessment made for 
is the great and disproportionate de- . the support of preaching. This 
Crease in the nnm ber of children Ipractice became so general that the 
composing the several households at friends of ?I'lL Tufts were unable to 
the present time, as compared with raise the money necessary to pay 
those of an earlier period. him, without its becoming exceed-

I ingly burdensome to a few, so preach-
RELIGlO{jS SOCIETIES. Iing was for a time suspended. 

Nearly all of the early settlers had In February, 1802, a petition 
emigrated from places where they signed by Eliphaz Stearns, J.Jemuel 
had enjoyed the privileges of the IFitch, Samuel Olark, Abraham 

I 
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J ones, Patten Fitch, Nehemiah I~'ay, preaching. It is certain that they 
Silas Johnson and John Lee, was never had any settled minister, but 
presented to the town clerk request- from the unanimity of feeling then 
ing him to call a town meeting, "'ro prevailing, it is reasonably probable 
see if the town will form into it re- that they were occasionally supplied 
ligious society, under such denomin- with preachers of an itinerant char
ation as they shall choose when met. " acter. One thing however this society 
Pursuant to said call, a town meet· did accomplish worthy of lastmg re
ing was holden March 22, 1802, membrance, the erection 011 Dovel' 
when they" voted to join in a relig- common of the first meeting house 
ions society, to be called the United in town . For out of this society 
Religiotts Society." A committee was subsequently organized a "Meet
consisting of Ebenezer Sears, Na- ing Honse Society," to whom Elijah 
thaniel Stearns, Abraham Jones, Stearns deeded a tract of land for a 
John L ee, Luth er Johnson, Lemuel public common, upon which was 
Johnson and Ebenezer Oheney, were erect.ed in 1805, ~ large, two stor}' 
chosen to draft the " .Society Ooven- meetmg house, whICh was thorough
an t." ly built and handsomely finished. 

A covenant was subsequently re- This house was located upon the 
ported and adopted, and the follow- highest point of the public common 
ingpersons became members thereof: I where it stood for 6J years, plainly 
Silas Johnson, Elijah Stearns, Abner visible for many miles distant, like a 
P erry, David Johnson, Oliver Rus- tower upon Zion. In this building 
sell, Samuel Clark, John Hayward, religious services were held almost 
William Hall, I saac Lasdell, Patten c0ntinuously from the date of its 
Pitch, Ebenezer Sears, Eliphaz completion np to 1855, since which 
Stearns, jr., Nathaniel Jones, J. time it was occupied but occasion
'rhompson, Nathan Sherman, Simp- ally for 1'eligious worship. In 1861, 
son Eames, Nathaniel Ward, Joshua it was entirely abandoned for any 
Kendall, William Sears, Elijah purpose, and it becoming sadly dil
Hawks, Abt'ahaham Jones, 2d, Sam- apitated and in need of extensive re
uel Miller, Josiah H. Wheeler, W. pairs it was in 1869, dismantled and 
Alexander, J eremiah Wheeler, Abel razed to the ground, and thus passed 
Simonds, Gardner Howe, Abner Ad- away one of the old landmarks of 
ams, E. Phillips, Lemuel Fitch, t!1e tow~. ~s .an abstract proposi
John Lee, Ebenezer Cheney, Elijah tlOn, thlS b11lldlllg should have been 
Baldwin, Solomon Jones, William zealously guarded and carefull pre
Haskins, Abrah am J ones, Reuben served,-builded as it was in the 
Dean, David Rice, William Bugbee, most substantial manner and ele
W. A. Phillips, John Taft, Nathan gantly finished for the times-as a 

Baxter, Joseph Ohamberlin, N a- monument of the religious zeal and 

thaniel Stearns, D . Alexander and piety of the early f athers, of their 

Whitney Jones. self sacrificing devotion, and earnest 


The "Oovenant" adopted was efforts, thus early put forth by them 
T1 


broad and liberal, and upon it united in providing a place of religious wor

men of different religious beliefs and ship for their posterity. In a strict 

opinions. The society organized ~y business. point of view how~vel', 

t~e same day by choosing Patten 
Fltch, clerk; Ebenezer Sears, tl'eas
nrer; William Sears, collector' John 
Lee, Abraham Jones, 2d, and\Vhit
ney Jones, assessors; Ebenezer Sears, 
Abner Perry, and Ebenezer Oheney, 
committee. It is not known, nor is 
there any evidence in existence that 
this society ever sustained any 

~ts destruch~n was undoubtedly J~ 8t
Ifiable, for Its future preservatIOn 
would have entailed an unequal tax 
upon the few, without any apparent 
necessity then existing for its prescnt 
or future use. 

CONGREGATIONAL. 

Soon after the first meeting house 

http:erect.ed
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was erected, a Oongregational socie- I short time ~y Rev. A. Ohandler an~ 
ty was OTganized in town, bnt owing ' Rev. O. O. Dickenson, but being 
to the loss of the records the exact few in numbers they were unable to 
date cannot be ascertained, nor who sustain preaching all the time, and 
were the persons of whom the society for a few years past they have had 
was composed. The Rev. Urban none at all. 
Hitchcock was the first settled min- April 7, 1857, a "Meeting house 
ister, but when he was settled or Society" \vas organized in West 
how long he remained, there is no Dover, and a meeting house 'was 

~. 	 data now in, existence to tell. The I erected the next season. A Oon
next settled minister over th~s socie- l1Srega:tional Soci~ty wa~ duly .org~n
ty was the Rev. Isaac Oummlllgs, as lzed III 1867, whICh still mallltaills 
he was also the last. Mr. Oummings its organization; and although hav
continued with them, respected and ing a preacher but a portion of the 
beloved by all, until his death, which I time, they occupy this meeting house 
occurred September 3, 1831. 'fhe when occasion requires, as also do 
pulpit was then temporarily supplied those holding to a different faith. 
by Rev. Linus Owen and otherR, to 'fhe following have been employed 
1843, when the society ceased to as preachers since the completion of 
exist as a branch of that denomina- ihis house in 1858; Rev. Simeon 
tion. Spencer, Meth.; Rev. A. H. Sweet, 

Early in the year 1843, the Rev. Oong.; Rev. O. S. Morris, Meth. ; 
Darwin H. Ranney, a native of Rev. L. W. Brigham, Unt.; Rev. 
'fownshend, Vt., came to town, call- I J. 'H. Ricketts, Oong.; Rev. S. H. 
ing himself a Unionist and preached IAmsden, Cong.; Rev. H, H. Olcls, 
in this meeting house. He was a OonR.; Rev. Frank E. Pierce, Bapt.; 
man of much ability, a fine scholarly A. I). Field, Oong.; H. R. 'l'itus, 
speaker, liberal in his views and of Oong.. R. D. Metcalf, Oong. ; Ad
cOlll'tly address. He at once set dison Martin, Oong .. F. B. Hyde, 
about organizing a church, and on Oong" the present incumbent. 
the 22d of April, 1843, articles or 
faith were subscribed to by Laban BAPTIST. 

Jones and seventy-eight others. On I A very respectable number of the 
the 18th day of May following, a so- "United Religious Society" who 
ciety was organized under the name had given material aid towards tha 
of "The First Ohurch of Ohrist in ierection of the first meeting house, 
Dovel'," and Mr. Ranney was consti- I after the organization of the Con
tuted its pastor. Presson F. Perry gregational Society, the s~ttlement 
was choflen clerk, Laban Jones and lof the Rev. Mr. Hitchcock and his 
Ebenezer Sears, jr., deacons. Mr. installation as their pastor, feeling 
Ranney continued with th8m as aggrieved at the aetion of the ma
their pastor and preacher, until Ijority withdrew entirely, and in 
the spring of 1851, when he re- 11812, erected a meeting house on 
moved to Wilmington, Vt. The I the hill about one-half mile north
pulpit was then supplied for a few west of the Oommon, on lands given 
years at irregular intervals by the them by Lemuel Osgood, and near 
Rev. Simeon Spencer and others where the centre of the town was 
when preaching was abandoned al- oi-iginally "picked" to be. The 
together and the society became ex- pulpit was supplied during the 
tInct. greater portion of the time for the 

On the 3d day of January, 1872, ensuing two years by the Rev! Mans
another society was organized, called field Bruce, Baptist. On the 5th of 
the "Oougregational Ohurch of October, 1814, a Baptist church was 
Dover Oentre." It commenced with duly constituted, and at its first 
18 members, male and female; they church meeting held October 19, 
were supplied with preaching for a 1814, Abida Dean was chosen scribe 
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and Ebenezer Sears, deacon. The portion of Somerset that is nOw a 
Rev. Geo. Robinson became pastor part of Dover, a Baptist Church, 
of this church at its organization known as the "Dover and Somerset 
and continued as such for the four ' Church;" they had no meeting-house 
succeeding years, and again in 1820, in which to worship, nor is itknoWIl 
one-half of the time, and in 1825, that they had any stated or regular 
all the time. They occupied this preacher until about 1812, when the 
house as a place of worship wntil Re\·. James Mann became their ras
1828, when they united with the tor and continued as such until 1832. 
Methodists and Universalists in In 1829; this church organization be 
building a second meeting house on cameo, branch of the Dover Church, 
Dover Common, whieh is still stand- and in 1830 and 1831, il1r. :Mann 
j ng. This new house they con- was pastor of both bodies. In 1832; 
tinued to occupy for the most part, the conduct of 1£1der Mann, for some 
one-third of the time until 1852, reason was by the action of the 
when they built a house of their church disapprobated, and he togeth
own in the village of East Dover, er with the organization in West 
where they still have regular preach- Dover and Somerset were dropped 
ing. Since the organi;zation and from the rolls as being a branch of 
first ele0tion of officers in this the Baptist Church. In 1832, the 
church the following have served as Rey. Daniel Leonard, a Free-will 
clerks, deacons and ministors: Baptist, commenced his labors with 
Ule?'1.;s, Lemuel Osgood from 1816 the West Dover and Somerset people, 
to 1823 ; John Carpenter from 1823 and a meeting-house was erected by 
to 1829 ; Jonathan Woods from 1829 them the sallle or the following year. 
to 1838; Alvin Gould from 1838 to Mr. Leonard continued with them 
1843; Edwin ]'. Sherman from 1843 for the most part until 1843. Dur --.. 
to 1872; Sidney H. t:lherman from iug the winter of 1842 and 1843, he 
18')'2 to 1875; Wells C. Halliday was instrumental in awakening a 
from 1875 to present time. D eacons, good deal of religious enthusiasm 
Isaac Lazell, chosen in 1825; Eben- among the people of that section, 
ezer Sears, Jr. in 1832; Levi Pol- and a great revival was the result of 
lard in 1844; Freeman Haskins in his labors, bringing into tlle fold 
1846; Edwin ,F. Sherman in 1843; men and women of all classes, and 
John P. Gould in 1860; Henry r. of all religious predilections. About 
'rurner in 1872; Wells C. Halliday this time there came among them 
in 1875. M£nisters , Revs. Calvin the Rev. Linus Owen, who was 
Orcutt, Calvin Pratt. Sem Pierce, known as a "Unionistj" the res\1lt 
.Tames Mann, Daniel H. Gra.nt, was that, £,fl'. Leonard was displaced 
Mansfield Bruce, Phineas Howe, P. from the position he had so long 
B. Fisk, Samuel Kingsbury, A. W. successfully filled, and Mr. Owen 

Goodnow, Origen Smith, J . H. was installed as pastor of this people, 

Parmelee, E. H Watrous, H. V. continuing as such for about f011r

Baker, L. Kenney and Walter Chase teen years, when the old meeting

who is the present pastor. The house was abandoned and the rem

Rev. Origen Smith was pastor from nants of this society remaining, be
1852 to 1873, and during his pastor- came merged in that subsequently 

ate 92 were added to the church . organized at WeRt Doyel' yillage in 

It is said that for seven consecutive 11857. 

years he was absent but one Sab


l\{ETHODISTS.bath, although r~siding nine miles 
from their place of worship. This A Methodist Society was organized 
church is at present the most flour here in 1827, and united with the 
ishing one in town. Baptists and Universalists in build

About 1791, there was formed in ing the meeting-house on Dovel' 
the west part of the town and that Common in 1828. Th is house they 
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continued to occupy one-third of the 
time until about 1854, since which 
time they have had preaching but 
o(;casiona.lly. During this period they 
have had as preachers the Revs. 
Elias Orawford, John B. Husted, F. 
W. Seizer, J. O. Montague, Richard 
Newhall, John Lawton, Zera 001
buI'D, Amos Kidder, Gray Beckley, ... 	 A. Adams, Zeb. Twitchell, A. K. 
Howard, H. Johnson, H. Oampbell, 
David Jones, jr., Wm. S. Locke, O. 
W. Levings, 0[11eb Dustin, J. H. 
Stevens, Moses Adams, John L. 
Smith, 0: S. Morris, Simeon Spen
cer. Secretary Rawson was the first 
class-leader chosen ; Ebenezer Sparks 
jr., was chosen class-leader in 1830, 
in which capacity he faithfully serv
ed until his death in 1865. Also 
may be mentioned the names of 
William Bugbee, Oaleb Howard, 
Asallel Moore, Suel Briggs, Elijah 
S. Howe and Alonzo Hugbee as 
among the devoted and consistent 
members of this church. Perhaps 
the most remarkable man ever con
nected with the Methodist OhUTch 
in town was the Rev. Wm. H. 
Hodges. He was son to Abiather 
'l'abitha Hodges who resided on the 
farm now owned by Augustus Fitch, 
and was boI'D May 6, 1794. He 
studied for the ministry and com
menced preaching when he was but 
twenty years old. He preached to 
those of the Methodist persuason in 
his own town, was instrumental in 
the organization of the church, and 
gave liberally of his own means to 
the fund contributed by the Metho

dists, towards the erection of the I The first saw-mill was built by 

new meeting-house on the common 
in 1828. He continued with this 
Society until his removal to Newfane 
in the fall of 1832, when~ he resided 
until his death, which occurred Feb
rnary 14, 1849. He taught twenty-
six terms of school, and during his 
ministry of thirty-five years he 
preached over seven thousand se1'
mons, married over three hundred 
couples and attended over four hun
dred funerals, He died deeply la

ing the past few years the Metho
dists have had preaching occasion
ally in the meeting-house on Dover 
Oommon, also in a hall in the East 
village, where they erected a small 
chapel; but they are few in numbers 
and much scattered, and are unable 
to support a preacher all the time. 
They have had as preachers at difi
erent times E. S. Morse, A. S. Max
ham and G. F. Arms. 

·UNIVERSALISTS. 

It is not known that the Univer
salists ever had any Tegularly organ
ized society or church in town. In 
1828, those of that persuasion, and 
among whom may be mentioned 
Abner PelTY, Elijah Steams, Wil
liam Haskins, Ebenezer Jones, John 
Dexter, Aaron P. Perry, A8aph 
Haskins, John Simonds, Samuel 
Yeaw and James Miner, united wi th 
the Methodists and Baptists in 
building a meeting house which 
they COl1tinuecl to occupy for the 
most part one-third of the time up 
to about 1853, since which time 
shey have had preaching but occa
sionally, although there are many 
still left in town holding to that 
faith. Among the more prominent 
of the Universalist clergymen who 
have ministered to this people may 
be mentioned the Revs. Warren 
Skinner, Wm. . S. Balch, Hosea F. 
Ballou, Oti~ Warren, Wm. S. Bal
lou, Orrin Perkins and Wm. N. 
Barber. 

MANUFACTURES. 

David Southard in 1791, in what is 
now known as the village of East 
Dover. In 1794 he sold to Ebene
zer Oheney, who soon thereafter 
erected in connection with said saw
mill a grist-mill. Mr. Oheney sold 
to Silas Merrifield in 1812, and 
Merrifield to John Dryden in 1814, 
who also erected a carding machine. 
'l'h ese mills then passed through the 
hands of several grantees to Sidney 
H. Sherman, who in 1864, made ex

men ted by a large circle of most I tensive repairs, and among other 
a,rdent and admiring friends. Dur- Ithings he took out the old "up and 
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down" saw, and in its stead substi- Moore, and an extensive cider-jelly 
tuted a circular board saw, it being manufactory by D. G. Leonard and 
the first of the kind introduced into Sons. 
town. The same season he erected In 1846 Martin and Elliot Leon
a building for the man ufacture of ard erected in West Dover village a 
tubs and chair stock, in which he building for the man ufacture of po
did an extensive business. These tatoes into starch. They prosecuted 
mills were afterwards owned and this business about ten years when 
operated by Messrs. Prou ty & Con- the en terpl'ise was finally abandoned. 
nell, and at the present time by About the year 1820, Phineas 
George D. Hale. Wood erected lJl that part of the 

In 1872, Resolved S. Staples town known as "Goose city," a 
erected in the same villag a steam carding machine, and soon after 
saw-mill and tub manufactory which Daniel Hodgkins erected a clothiers 
was operated most of the time until shop and fnning mill. These works 
it was destroyed by fire in the sum- were kept ill operation for some 20 
mer of 1877. It has since been re- years, when they were abandoned 
built and is now owned and operated and the buildings afterwards taken 
by Da.na S. Prouty. In 1866, Wells down. 
C. Halliday erected in this village a In 1814, Samuel Olark then ill 
small buildin& for the manufacture trade on Dover Common, erected 
of butter tu Ds. He continued in there a potash manufactory. He 
this business for several years when was succeeded in the business by 
he sold out to Holland P. Freeman. Justus Gale, Aaron P. PerrI' and 
Several years ago it was destroyed J otham Howe. The business of man 
by fire and has never been rebuilt. ufacturing potash here was aban-

In 1796, William Gragg erected a doned sometime previous to 1840, 
saw-mill in what is now the present I but the building remained standing 
village of West Dover. Mr. Gragg I for several yeaTs thereafter, it having 
sold to Samuel Miller in 1800, who, been located over the brook and just 
S0011 after erected a grist-mill, full - north of the dwelling hOllse of John 
ing-mill, clothierfl works and a pot- Knight. 
ash manufactoTY. In 1813, Miller On the eastern slope of the moun 
sold to James Mann who carried on tains in that portion of the town 
the business for several years there- that was formerly a part of Somerset, 
after. The property then passed in- iron ore may be found in considerable 
to the hands of Joshua Robbins, quantities. In 1820, a Mr. Trainor 
who sold to Wm. 11'1. Woods, April of New York came here and erected 
24) 1824. Mr. Woods operated a forge and other apparatus for the 
these mills a little over ten years smelting of iron ore and working it 
and Oct. 29, 1834, he sold to Jeptha into bars of iron. He sunk a shaft· 
& Jeptha Lyman Jr. The \)1ess1's. on the monntain SIde and took ont 
Lymau continued the business for quantities of ore and manufactlll'ed 
several years, but all except the saw- it into iron. '],he business was COI1
mill was eventually abandoned, tinued for several years under the 
which mill is now owned and oper- superintendence of Luther Park, 
ated by J . B. Davis & Son, having but it failing to pay, further oper
in the meantime undergone exten- ations were discontinued. 
sive repairs, and in all respects mod- About the year 1832, :Messrs. 
ernized. In addition to the last Wilder & Richards of New York hav 
mentioned mill, there is in this part ing obtained an interest in this prop
of the town one other saw-mill, owned erty, sent to town one Nicholas 
by H. L. Hescock & Son, a wooden- Turkington to take charge of the 
ware and carriage llllLllufactory mines and see if iron could not be 
owned and operated by Silas H . found in paying qnantities. He 

--. 


~ 

..... 
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employed workmen and commenced 
operations by tunneling into the 
mountain and took out considerable 
ore, but not in quantities to pay for 
working it into iron; so after a few 
years of unprofitable experimenting 
tb e works were en ti rely abandoned, 
and nothing now remains to be seen 
bu t the shaft, the two long dark 
tunnels cut out of solid rock, and 
heaps of ore lying around nearly 
hidden from view by the bushes and 
small trees that have grown up since 
work there was discontinued. 

On the site of the "old forge," 
a large tannery was erected in 
1844, by S. F. Harris; it was opera
ted by him, Scott & Harris, Phillips 
& Conkey, Samuel D. & Edward L. 
Reed, Gideon N. Parsons, Parsons & 
Cudworth, and Parsons & Parsons, 
at different periods down to 1861, 
when the latter failed in business. 
A large and extensive business was 
carried on here during all the while 
the tannery was in operation, and at 
the failure of Parsons & Parsons a 
large amount of stock was on han~, 
which was worked out under the dl
rection ofWiliiamH. Jones, Thomas 
F. Bogle, and others. 

In 1867 William F. Estabrooks 
purchased the llroperty, tore down 
the building and erected on the site 
a saw-mill whidl is in operation at 
this time. 

There are at present several black
smiths in town, and has been the 

moved to Dover common, where he 
erected a blacksmith shop sitnated 
at the northeasterly side thereof. 
Subsequently however he erected a 
shop east of the common, as also he 
did a dwelling house, in which be 
lived until his death, which occurrcd 
January, 1864,attheageof 94 yeal's. 
Mr. Eames was always a bard work
ing man, and yet he seemed to re
tain the sprightliness of youth al
most to the day of his death. When 
he was 75 or 80 years of age he 
would leap a rail fence, or over a 
pair of bars in a manner only 
equalled by a few of his juniors. 

HOTELS. 

The first "Tavern" was erected 
about the year 1895, by Silas J oltn
son on what is now kuown as the 
"Estabrooks hill," and on htnds 
now owned by Joshua F. Parker. 
He removed to Pelham, Mass., in 
1809, and it is not known that the 
house was occupied as a hotel after 
that. 

Oyrus Knapp ?ame to town from 
Douglas, Mass., III 1793, and settled 
on the farm now owned and occu
pied by his grandsOll, AugustllS W. 
Knapp. In 1813 he erected near 
the forks of the road leading from 
Dover to Marlboro and Wilmington, 
respectively, a large two story hOUEe 
which he at once opened as a tavern. 
He was a popular and obliging lal1d
lord, as was also his wife a popular 

greater part of the time for the past landlady, and his house became quite 
eighty years. Those best and long- famolls as being the favorite place 
est known are Gersham Eames, Wil- of public resort with the people for 
liam Sherman, Suel Briggs, Enos R. many miles around. He kept this 
Knapp, Elliot Ward and John as a public house for about 20 years, 
Knight.s. The first blacksmith was when it was closed as a hotel, but he 
Gersham Eames; he came to town continued to reside there until his 
from Holliston, Mass., about the death, which occurred March 23, 
year 1798, and erected a temporary 1852, aged 82 years. His wife, the 
shop on the farm of General Abner excellent landlady of years ago, de
Perry, which he occllpied about two ceased April 1, 1852, aged 82 years. 
years. He then returned to Hollis- The building which had sheltered 
ton and married a wife, who came beneath its hospitable roof so many 
back with him the same or following weary travellers, and whose walls 
year. He soon after settled on what had echoed to the gayety and mirth 
is known as the "Rice hill " in the of the young men and women of 
nortllerly part of the town, where he those times, who always found a wel
remained a few years, and then 1'e- I come there, having become badly 
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dilapidated, was taken down in the 
spring of 1877, by its then owners. 

About the year 1818, Aaron P. 
Perry erected a large two story house 
on Dovel' common, which he kept as 
a hotel for several years thereafter. 
Since his house was closed to the 
public there has been no hotel or 
house of fublic entertainment in 
this part 0 the town. This house 
is still standing in a good state of 
preservation, has been owned and 
occupied by Martin Perry, after
wards by Mrs. Burr, and now by 
one Fred Smith. 

About the year 1846, William H. 
l::lnow erected a hotel in the village 
of \\-est Dovel', which he kept 
for a few years. Since which time 
it has had for proprietors, Parley 
Whipple, Moses J. & Thomas F. 
Bogle, A. B. Oollins, and D. P. 
Leonard. This house was always a 
favorite hostelry with the travelling 
public, but never more so than when 
"Uncle Parley" stood behind the 
office bar and gave his guests a warm 
and kindly welcome. Daniel H. 
May has his store there at the presen t 
time. 

ilIEIWHANTS. 

Samuel Clark of Lebanon, Oonn., 
opened the first store in 1798, on the 
"Estabrooks hill," and near Silas 
Johnson's tavern, where he remained 
until 1804, when he remo\"ed to 
Guilford, Vt. The business was con
tinued by Rufus Graves until 1813, 
wllen !VII'. Olark returned, tlle store 
in the meantime having been 1'e
moved to the common; Mr. Clark 
remained until 1815, when be made 
a permanent removal to Brattleboro, 
Vt., since which time the following 
gentlemen have been engaged in the 
mercantile business on Dovel' com
mon either by themselves or as co 
partners: Justus Gale, Aaron P. 
Perry, Gooding Lincoln, J otham 

Duane O. Starkey, E. P. Knowlton 

and J. L. Clark, 2d. 


Sometime previous to 1818 a Mr. 

Garfield opened It stol'e in "Jockey 

Hollow," so called, ancl near the 

present dwelling house of Marshnll 

A. Moore. This store was continued 

in operation but a few years. The 

building is still standing and in use 

as a wagon house by its present ., 

owner. 


About the ye,,!' 1810 Amos Rice 
commenced trade in what is now the 
Yillage of East Dover. The store 
was located on the southerly side of 
the highway and near where now 
stand the lumber sheds connected 
with the steam mill of Mr. Prouty. 
Mr. Rice contiuued in business here 
about 14 years, when he removed to 
Worcester, Vt. The building former
ly used as a store was subsequently 
moved a little to the west and on 
the north side of the highway, and 
converted into a dwelling hOllse. A 
few years ago it was taken down, 
and 011 its site a new one erected, ..... 
now owned by Dana 8. Prouty. 

Late in the fall of 1853 Asa H. 

Marsh opened a store in the dwelling 

house formerly owned by Lambert 

Howe, subsequently by t\. H. Sher
mau, and by Albert D. Fessenden, 

and at present by George D. Hale. 

Mr. Marsh continued in trade about 

two years, when he was succeeded by 

a compauy of gentlemen who ' con

tinued the business abOll t two years 

longer, on the" Union" or co-oper

ative plan, with William Rawson and 

Edmund P. Howe as agents, at dif

ferent times respectively. 


In 1860 Sidney H. Sherman erect

ed in this village a large building in 
 ....... 

which he opened a store. The bus

iness was continued by him with 

Lucius H. Gould and Wells O. Hal


I' !iday as his several partners. For a 
number of years past Mr. Halliday 
has prosecuted the business alone. 

Howe, J ()hn and Henry Rice, Reuben ' In the village of West Dovel' a 
D. Jones, Nathan Lazell, Presson F. ) store was opened by Messrs. Loomis 
Perry, Willard Gorham, Fayettel & Gillett, about the year 1826. In 
Dexter, Martin Perry, D. Gilbert 1829 William H. Jones bought ou t 
Dexter, William F. Howe, Frank O. the interest of Mr. Loomis and from 
Burr, Frank Hescock, Levi Moore, ' that time until 1871 he continued 

--.. 
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in the business for the greater por
tion of the time, with W<tters Gil
lett, John Simonds, J eptha Lyman, 
jr., Joseph E. Franklin, Norris L. 
Stetson, J edediah C. Estabrooks, 
and William F _ Jones, as his several 
partners at different periods. He 
and his son, William F. Jones, sold 
out to William H. Converse. Uon
verse sold out to Taylor S, Esta
brooks, and he to Daniel N. May, 
who now occupies another building 
for a store, while Francis Davis has 
a store at the old stand. 

J. Arnold Newell has also in this 
village a boot and shoe store which 
he opened a few years since, and 
continues in connection with his 
other business, that of a boot and 
shoe manufacturer. Also Leonard 
& Bogle have been and now are quite 
extensive dealers in furs. 

PHYSICIANS. 
II-

The following named persons have 
resided and practiced their profes
sion as physicians and surgeons in 
this town: Lemuel Fitch, Paul 
'iVheeler, Marcus Robbins, Samuel 
Allen, J edediah Estabrooks, Ed ward 
A. Kittredge, Daniel Leonard, Wil
liam H. Clark, J. Otis Howe, and 
Chesselden Fisher. Dr. Fitch came 
to town at a very early day and was 
its first settled physician. Dr. 
Wheeler remained here bu t a few 
years, removing from the south to 
the north district of Wardsboro ill 
1794. Dr. Robbins died August 14, 
1816. Dr. Allen remoyed from town 
in the fall of 1831, and soon after 
the death of the Rev. Isaac Cum
mings, whom he attended in his last 
sickness. Dr. Kittredge, a most ex
cellent physician and surgeon, after 
a few years residence in town, re
moved to \Vilmington in 1835, and 
from thence to Lynn, Mass., inlS38. 
I-Ie afterwards went to Boston, Mass., 
where for several years he was the 
proprietor and physician of a water 
cure establishment which was quite 
extensively patronized. During this 
period he contributed many spicy 
and interesting articles to the Water 

Cure Journal, writing over the sIg
nature of "Noggs." 

Dr. Clark resided in town only 
about four years. He was a very 
promising and talented young man, 
a close student, quick and accurate 
in his judgment, He died in 1847, 
at the age of 28 years. 

Dr. Howe, a native of the town 
and a man of much promise, settled 
in the west village, where he died in 
1852, at the age of 29 years. 

Dr. Fisher came into town soon 
after the decease of Dr. Clark, but 
remained only abou t. one year, when 
he removed to Pennsylvania., and 
from there to Illinois. During the 
war of the rebellion he served nearly 
four years as surgeon of an Illinois 
regiment, and came out with his 
health seriously impaired. He re
moved to Iowa, and from thence to 
Texas, where he Ii ved abou t 12 years. 
He is now a resident of Oklahoma 
territory. 

Dr. Estabrooks moved into town 
from Dummerston, Vt., in 1807, 
and located on the hill about one
half mile sou thwesterly of Dover 
common, where he resided until 
1850, when he removed to West Do
ver. He was the longest resident 
physician, and died in 1853, aged 69 
years. Dr. Estabrooks was a good 
physician haying a large practice, 
and was withal a very remarkable 
man. He was overflowing with wit 
and humor, fond of cracking his 
jokes, and would shake with jolly 
laughter from the crown of his head 
to the end of his toes. He was a 
most excellent story teller, and al
ways had a story to' illustrate almost 
every incident happening in life. 
His funny stories in the sickroom, 
and his manner in relating them, 
would be sure to force a smile to the 
countenance of the sufferer. He 
used to say that, a good story well 
told, was in a majority of cases better 
than all the medicine he could ad
minister. He believed if he could 
keep his patients feeling well, na
ture, aided by his favorite "bread 
pills," would force a cure. 

All incident illustrating the heal
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ing efficacy of the old doctor's sto
ries, in a case of sickness, was re
lated to the writer by a person who 
claimed to have been a witness of the 
scene, and vouches for its truthful
ness. There lived in town a middle 
aged spinster by the name of Ann 
H---, who was something of '" 
termagant, and when she was well 
0verything and everybody about her 
had to move livelv. She was also 
subject to occasional attacks of hy
pochondria, when she would take to 
her bed, indulge in the most gloomy 
forebodings, and with fear and 
trembling wait for death which she 
knew would soon overtake her unless 
she should receive immediate relief. 
The doctor had treated her on sev
eral former occasions, but this time 
he had been sent for with great 
haste, the bearer bringing the intel
ligence that Ann thought she was 
surely aying. He hastened to the 
house and found the patient in bed 
groaning bitterly, believing herself 
to be upon the very verge of the 
grave. The doctor soon discoTerecl 
that there was nothing the matter 
with her, except that she was sufl'er
ing from one of her old attacks of 
the" low-po," as he used to call it . 
ffe felt of her pulse, looked at her 

which I lifted and when it fell it 
sounded like the roll of thunder; 
soon the heavy massive iron door 
grated harshly upon its hinges and 
was partially opened, when I beheld 
the Old Devil, who) placing his fin 
ger to his !ips said" " s-h, come in 
if you want to, bo t be Yel'y ca,rem} 
and make no noise as the Young 
Devils are all asleep, endealoring to 
get a little rest, for they expect A.n n 
H--- here to-morrow, and when 
she comes there won't be any s]eep 
or rest after that." Ann leaped ou t 
of bed, seized the broom and follow
ed the Doetor who hastily retreated 
from the house, jumped into his 
sulky and drO\'e a wa.y roaring with 
laughter. I t ill said that the cme 
was so efl'eetual that it w as several 
years before she had another attaek 
of the hypochondria. 

Dr. Leonard was a man of great 
native ability bu t did not gi-ve his 
exclusive attention to the practice 
of medicine, being engaged a~ diJIer
ent periods in "everaJ 8TocatioD&. He 
died in 1868. siuce which rime rhere 
has been no' resident physician in 
t he town. 

A.TTOR)''"};YL . 

The people of t his. town hav.e 
tongue, and then said to her: "Ann, always been averse to litigat ion and 
yon are not sick, get up, dance and have indulged but little in suits of 
sing and scold a little and yon'll be law. They have never had a resi
all right." dent lawyer, and have furnished but 

She replied with a tel'l'ible groan, three from among their sons to swell 
protested that she was dangerously the. ranks of that profession, viz: 
ill and would surely die wi thou t he I Josiah Hall, who emigrated to War
conld afl'ord her immediate relief. 
The Doctor rose from his chair and 
with a twinkle in his eye looked her 
squarely in the face and said, "Ann, 
you are no doubt a pretty sick 
woman, and yon are beyond the 
power of medicine to help yon; I 
don't see as I can do yon any good, 
but before I leave I want to relate 
to you my dream last night. I 
dreamed that I died and passed im
mediately to the spirit land; I was 
anxious to get into heaven and so 
while wandering around I discover-I
ed a large iron door to which was 
attached an enormous brass knocker 

ren, Penn., about 1820, where be 
lived and died; Kittredge Haskins 
who. was admitted to the bar in 
~pl'll 1, 185.8, and i~ now engaged 
iD the practlce of hiS profession at 
Brattleboro, Vt.; Gilbert H. Mann, 
who was admitted to the bar in Sep
~ember, 1864, practice:i for a while 
III Brattleboro, but soon left to en
gage in other pursuits near the east
em entrance of Hoosick Tunnel; in 
the town of Zoar, Mass., where he 
now resides. 

REVOLUTIONARY SOLDIERS. 
'The following named persons 
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served as soldiers in the revol u tiona
ry war, came to Dover among the 
early settlers and there resided until 
their death, nearly all living to be 
upwaras of fonr score years of age: 
Abner Perry, Ebenezer Sparks, Ua
vid Dexter, Gardner Howe, John 
Fitch, Joseph Briggs, Luther Ward, 
Ebenezer i:3ears, Elijah Baldwin, 
Timothy Wood, Joshua Kendall, 
Gamaliel Ellis, William Hall, David 
Leonard, ana Samuel Hill. 

SOLDIERS OF 1812. 

Tl;!e following persons enlisted and 
served in the war of 1812, all of 
whom were residents of the town at 
the time of their enlistment but the 
last llamea: Calvin P. Perry, Asaph 
Haskins, Otis Sears, Warren Ken
dall, Isaac Eames, .John Sparks, 
Samuel Sparks, Daniel Snow, and 
Alpha Ryther. Mr. Perry Wtl S 

wounded in the arm while in service, 
and Samuel Sparks was reported 
killed and his funeral sermon was 
preached. The report boweve, 
proved unfounded for at the close of 
the war he returned home well and 
hearty. 

SOLDIERS OF THE WAR OF 1861. 

The following is a list of men fur
nished during tile war of the rebel
lion under the several calls of the 
president of the United i:3tates, and 
tbe respecti ve organizations to which 
they severally belonged: 

Second Regiment, Co. C.-Edwin 
W. 	Bugbee, Danford A. Bugbee. 

Fourth Regiment, Co. I.-George 
H. Estabrooks. 

Seventh Regiment, 00. E. -Asa 
Burnap, jr., Lewis H. Oorse, Daniel 
F. Outting, Deliverance Pike, Oscar 
L. Pike, Otis M. Reed, George M. 
Smead, Alanson O. Smith, John S. 
Stanley, John Q. Strickland. 

Eighth Regiment, 00. A.-Asa E. 
Snelling. 00. D.-Thomas J. Hall. 
Co. E.-Ely Santee. 00. F.-Geo. 
W. Matthews. 00. H.-Lucius W. 
Bissell, Albert H. Merrifield. Co. I. 
-Solomon S. Ading, Alphonzo D. 
Baldwin, Oscar D. Hescock, Henry 
G. Baldwin, Olark L. Brown, Emery 
U. Hall, Oharles H. Leonard. 00. 
K.-George Pitge. 

Ninth Regiment, Co. E.-William 
H. Gardner, Myron E. Phippens, 
George Rand. Co. K.~William M. 
Oarroll, Edgar F. Oopeland, Myron 
W. Jones, Charles W. Stoddard. 

Sixteellth Regiment, Co. F.-AI
ired H. Baldwin, Edward W. Bogle, 
David Bolster, Willard 'yV. Bugbee, 
Frank O. Burr, John T . Oooper, 
Erwin Fessenden, Frederick Fessen
den, Enos Gould, Ira O. Lazell, 
i:3tillman H. Lazell, Dwight P. 
Moore, Hiland B. Moore, Ohalmer 
D. Tucker. 

Seventeenth Regiment, Co. F. 
Willard W. Bugbee, James E. Hol
brook. 

:B'irst Regiment Cavalry, 00. H.
Dndley W. Bugbee, Darwin E.' 
Eames. 

Second Regiment, Sharpshooters, 
00. E. -Thos. J. Tarbell. 

Fifty-fourth (Mass.) Regiment, 
( CQlored. )-Frederick Tyrrus. 

U. S. Navy. - Willian). Davis, 
Michael F. Dougherty, Owen Mel
len, Thomas Scanlan. 

Procured Substitutes. - D. Pitt 
Leonard, Sidney H. Sherman, John 
P. Fitch, Clark M. Staples, Tyler 
L. Whipple. 

Paid Oommutation under Draft. 
-George Bolster, Manly L. Burr, 
Augustus Fitch, jr. 

Casnalties.-Danford A. Bugbee, 
wounded, and discharged Jan. 31, 
B63; Edwin W. Bugbee, discharged 
for physical disability, Nov. 21, 1861; 
George H. Estabrook, died in service 
March 25, 1865; Solomon S. Arling, 
died in service, July ~3, 1863 ; Oscar 
D. Hescock, Charles H. Leonard, 
discharged for physical disability; 
George W. Matthews, died in service, 
May 31, 1864; Asa E. Snelling, de
sel·ted, July 14 1864; William H. 
Gardner, deserted, March 5, 1865 ; 
Myron E. Phippens, died in service, 
Sept. 11, 1864; Myron W. Jones, 
died in service, Sept. 27,1862; Fi'ed
erick Fessenden, died in service, 
Aug. 2, 1863; Dwight P. Moore, 
died in service, July 31, 1863; Hi
land B. Moore, died in service, Dec. 
8, 1862; William W. Bllgbee, died 
July 27, 1864, of wounds received in 
action June 17, 1864; Darwin E. 
Eames, wou nded and trausferred to 

I Invalid Corps; Lieut. Thomas J. 
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Tarbell, died in service, Oct. 9,1864. 
Of the 60 soldi.ers furnished during 
t:1e war, 34 enlIsted for tbree years, 
12 for one )'ear, and 14 for nin e 
~10nths. SIX of tho number re-en
hsted. 

and settled in the wilderness, at the 
ext,~e~e north part o.f the town, 
haung then J:urchased a large tract 
of wI.ld la~d fOl: a song. He made a 
cleanng with his own hands, built a 
log hut, and commenced life in the 

Fron~ the foregoing table it will' wilderness with only his hands and 
?e readily seen, that this town, with ithe aid of a true and heroi c wife. 
ItS rural population, enaaged almost 
exclusively in the culti~ation of the 
stubborn soil, furnished one soldier 
out of a fraction less than every 
eleven of its inhabitants. That the 
reb~lIion must be conquered and the 
natlOll preserved, was the united 
expression of the people, and to that 

He had seven children, six sons and 
one daughter. 'l'he father died in 
1854, at the .advanced age of 94. 
TI~e mother died about twen ty years 
prIOr. 
, The nam es of the children were: 

Chal:les, Polly,Nathan , John, David, 
Damel and Silas, all of whom are 

end the town gave liberally of its g?ne, but one, David, who still Sl1l' 

.111.eans, and fathers, mothers and v.lves ~t the age of 80. David mar
wives gave their sons and husband s rleel. Chlo.e Hazeltm8, dauo'hter of 
to do, and if need be to. die, for the Damel B a.zel tin~ of Wardsb~ro, and 
pr~servation of that goodly heritage both are hv~ng Ill: Wilmington, Vt., 
beq.ueathed to them and theirs by owmng ane. cuItlvatmg a farm of 
then fo.refathers. Besides all this. sixty acres,. are III full possession of 
a great number of her native SOilS theIr pl~yslCal and mental power, 
who, p revious to the war had r e~ and receive only small assistance in 
moved to other towns and states numagmg their affairs. Mrs. Dex
cast aside their implements of hon: ter, now 79 years of age, is sister of 
est toil and enrolled themselves as J lldge Abner Hazeltin e, of J ames
volunteers from the several towns town.' ~. Y., an eminent lawyer 
and states in which they then re- a~d ~Ul"lst, who once represented his 
sided, and helped swell the ranks of dlstnct of 'Vester~ New York, in 
that gntnd army of citizen soldiery, 
who, for four years fiercely strug
gled and bravely fouabt for the 
maintemmce and vindic~tion of the 
supreme majesty of the law, and the 
perpetuation of the 
States, as designed to 
fathers of the Republic 
inseparable." , 

Her sons shrank. ~r.om 
evaded no responsibility. 
their manhood, true to 

Union of 

Congress. Of thiS marriage, two 
sons and two daughters were born. 
One daughter died when 13' the 
other, Laura Ann, is the wife 'of F. 
W. Jones, esq., of Wilmington, Vt.; 
the. oldest son, Laban, resides in 

be by the Sprn~gfield, Mass.; the youngest son, 
"one and 

n~ duty; 
'fme to 

the heroic 
demands of justice and right, to 
them was tb e struggle and to them 
the glory. The triumph of free
dom and the growing greatness and 
glory of their country, is a full and 
complete recompense for every sac
ri frce offered. . 

THE DEXTER FAMILY 

D. Gilbert, so well-known through
out Vermont as a writer of prose 
and P?etry an~1 co.ntribl~tor to many 
of OUl. most pIOnllnent Journals,was 
?Ol'll III Dover, March 29, 1833, and ....... 

IS now 37. H.e resides in Cam
lIndge, Mass., IS a member of thu 
boar~ of <:tlderm~~ of tl:at city, holds 
promlllent P?SltlOns. III several of 
the. mo~t emll1en.t lIterary organ i
~atlOn~ In Cambndge and Boston, 
IR pI:es~den t of tl~e .Yo.lIng People's
Christian ASSOCIatIOn, Cam brid D"e. t> , 

dan IS esteemed as a wide awake 
D 'd D . . working man in its full sense He 

the ~~r1y ~~m~r:e~t'bw:\ on(t~ of is the sllCcessful ~nallcial m;nager 
W 'd b' .) H t e len of the house of Milendy, Dexter & 

al S OIG . e carne 10?1 R:0ch- Co., Boston, wholesale dealers ill 
ester, Mass., the place of hIS birth, boots and shoes. 
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BY HON. FR.EDERICK C. ROBBINS, OF LUDLOW. 

Athells is a town of about 7,628 
acres, 43° 7', bounded on the N. 
by Grafton, E. by Westminster and 
Rockingham, S. by Brookline and 
Townshend, and W. by Townshend. 
It was granted March 11th, and 
chartered May 3d, 1780, to Solomon 
Harvey, John Morse, Jonathan Per-
ham and associates. The first start 
towards a settlement was made in the 
fall of 1779 by Jonathan Perham, 
Seth Oak, Joseph Rosier, James 
Shafter, and Jonathan Foster, who 
chopped a few acres, erected a log 
hut, but all left. February 25th, 
1780, Jonathan Perham and Ephraim 
Holden came on with their families 
from Rindge, N. H., soon followed 
by Seth Oak and family from Win
chendon. The snow being four feet 
deep when they arrived, they beat 
their path for eight miles through the 
woods. A small yoke of oxen was 
all the animals they took with them. 
Tne women all moved into the hut 
which the first settlers had built. 
The next May Mrs. Oak was de
livered of a daughter, the first child 
born in Athens. The same month, 
Samuel Bagley, from Sterling, Mass., 
and Micah Read, from Westmore
land, N. H., arrived. and during the 
rest of the summer built, in company, 
a saw mill, and the next year a grist 
mill, 'for which they received from the 
proprietors 168 acres of land near the 
centre of the town. Simon Evans, 

Ezra Chaffee and Jeremiah Pinkham 
began improvements the same year. 
September 18th, 1780, Isaac, son of 
Ephraim Perham, died - the first 
death. November 25th, following, 
two men at work in a remote part of 
the town, alarmed by whoops and 
savage yens, spread the alarm. The 
people hurried away as fast as pos
sible, expecting from each tree they 
passed to be met with an Indian 
tomahawk or scalping knife. Jona
than Perham's family decamped with 
such haste they left their oven heating 
and their oxen chained to a tree. 
The report spread with the greatest 
rapidity through the neighboring 
towns that Athens was destroyed by 
the Indians. The country was im
mediately roused. Some spent the 
whole night in preparing their guns 
and ammunition, and fearful appre
hension chased sleep from every eye. 
The hallooing of a hunter, aided by 
imagination and the fears of the 
Indians, amounted in a few hours to 
the destruction of a fine settlement 
and the massacre of the inhabitants. 

Athens was organized March 4th, 
1781. William Beal was first town 
clerk, and Abel Mattoon represent
ative. The religious denominations 
(1842) were Baptists, Christians, 
Congregationalists, Methodists, and 
Universalists. The M. E. church 
was formed in 1801. Several dis
tinguished itinerant preachers have 
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labored here, among whom were 
Jonathan Nichols, John Broadhead, 
William Fish, and H. Gurnsey. 

The surface of the township is 
uneven, but not generally abrupt. 
The soil produces well, though it is 
better adapted to grazing than tillage. 
There is but one stream of conse
quence, and that heads in a pond 
about 30 acres of area, in the westerly 
part, and falls into Saxtons river in 
Rockingham. Lily pond, another 
small body of water in the south
western part, derives its name from 
its quantities of white lilies. 

The town is divided into three 
school districts, a schoolhouse in 
each. There is one saw mill on 
the site where the first mills were 
erected.- Tlzompson's Gazetteer. 

On account of the statements in 
Zadock Thompson's History of 
Athens, as well as similar statements 
in the History of New England by 
A. J. Coolidge and J. B. Mansfield, 
that the first beginnings towards a 
settlement in this town were made 
in the fall of 1779 by Jonathan Per
ham, Seth Oak, Joseph Rosier, James 
Shafter, and Jonathan Foster, I here 
insert a copy of the "first covenant 
and subsequent records of the first 
adventures and proprietors to the 
Township of Athens, in the County of 
Cumberland, and State of Vermont," 
that students of history may be care- , 
ful how they accept statements as 
truth before they inquire into the 
sources from which all true history 
comes: 

"Anno Domini 1779, November 
24th. We, whose names are here
unto subscribed, being undertakers, 
professors, and occupants in a certain 
tract of land lying in the County of 
Cumberland and State of Vermont, 

adjoining the towns of Putney, West
minster, Thomblingson, etc., do cove
nant, promise and engage severally, 
as follows, to wit : That we, and each 
of us, will meet at such times and 
places as a majority of us, the sub
scribers hereunto, shall agree to, 
being on said land, for the purpose 
of choosing a moderator and clerk, 
and appointing such departments of 
trust as may be found necessary, and 
appoint persons to fill such depart
ments; and we further promise and 
engage to comply with and fill such 
orders and regulations as we shall or 
as may hereafter be proposed by the 
major part of the subscribers here
unto, for the purpose of surveying 
and lotting out said land, and in 
acquiring a legal title to the same; 
and also to pay our several parts or 
proportions of the charges which 
shall necessarily arise from the pro
secution of the measures herein 
mentioned; and also pay our several 
proportions towards making such 
roads as are necessa ry, and to 
observe such rules and orders as 
shall be prescribed relative to ac
quiring possession and property in 
and unto said lands. Dated Nov. 
14, 1779." 

The list subjoined is different from 
the original, for the reason that num
bers of the first adventurers disposed 
of their right in the township before 
the charter came out to those whose 
names are now in it. The previous 
and original proprietors were: 

Solomon Harvey, John Moore, 
Jonathan Perham, Seth Oak, Joseph 
Rosier, Micah Read, Abial Whitman, 
Samuel Norcross, Nathaniel Oak, 
Calvin Oak, Joshua Warner, James 
Shafter, Nehemiah Pierce, Timothy 
Bullock David Darby, Noah Wood# 



ATHENS. 359 

ward, Benjamin Pierce, Jr., Jonathan 
Moore, Peter Wilson, John Perham, 
Timothy Walker, Samuel Bailey, Silas 
Thompson, Philip Goss, John Alex
ander, Nehemiah Hoskins, Riverius. 
Hooker, Joel Perham, Jonathan F. 
Holmes, Reuben Alexander, Edward 
Houghton, Hezekiah Haven, Ellis 

,.. Thayer, Ephraim Holden, Jeremiah 
Tinkham, Daniel Ashley, William 
Beals, Daniel Hooker, Leonard Per
ham, Asa Alexander, Elias Taylor, 
Andrew Barber, Israel Chapman, 
Azel Hooker, Jabez Walcut, Jesse 
Walcut. 

The rest in the charter did not 
come into connection with those in 
covenant till the first of March, 1780, 
whose names will be found in a list 
subjoined to the record of their pub
lic acts on said 1st of March. 

Dec. 1779. The undertakers, pos
sessors, occupants, etc., of that tract 
of land mentioned in the aforegoing 
covenant, agreeable to the directions 
therein contained, met at the house 
of Capt. Seth Oak, on the land 
mentioned in the aforegoing cove
nant, and for the first time proceeded 
to act according to the interest of 
their covenant. 

"Chose to the following offices the 
following persons: Solomon Harvey, 
moderator; David Darby, clerk; Seth 
Oak, James Shafter and Joseph 
Rosier, a committee to survey and 
lot out the land referred to in the 
covenant. David Darby, surveyor 
to the above committee. 

" Voted, That the aforesaid com
r:nittee and surveyor should designate 
such of the pitch lots as ought, in 
justice, to have an allowance in land 
to make them equal one with another. 

"Voted, That Solomon Harvey, 
Micah Read and Noah Woodward 

be a committee, with the aforesaid 
committee, to manage the prudentials 
of the society in the absence of the 
undertakers; to act with discretionary 
power. 

"The procuration of title to the land 
aforementioned was committed to the 
care of the committee last mentioned; 
and the calling a meeting of the un
dertakers was left discretionary with 
the town committees above-named. 

"Then the meeting was adjourned 
by vote. 'Test, 

SOLOMON HARVEY, Moderator." 
Dec. 6th, 1779. Solomon Harvey, 

Micah Read, Noah Woodward, and 
James Shafter, a majority of the 
undertakers' committee, relative to 
that tract of land since called Athens, 
in the County of Cumberland, State 
of Vermont, met at the house of 
Micah Read. Chose Solomon Har
vey chairman and clerk of said 
committee. 

"Voted, That a request be sent in 
the name of the committee to the 
inhabitants of the lands on Grassy 
Brook (the present town of Brook
line), to invite them to join with us, 
(the undertakers of Athens), in ou r 
endeavors to procure title to the land 
mentioned in the aforesaid covenant, 
and desire them to join two of their 
inhabitants as committee men with 
us, to assist us in the management of 
our affairs, and that any three of said 
committee be a quorum. 

"Voted, That Micah Read be the 
treasurer to the committee to receive 
and pay all such moneys as are raised 
to defray necessary charges, and that 
Solomon Harvey be clerk of the 
treasury; after which the meeting 
adjourned. 

'Test, SOLOMON HARVEY, 
Chairman and Clerk of the Pru

dential Committee'" 
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On the 13th day of Dec., 1779, Harvey, of the Prudential Committee 
Mitah Read, Joseph Rosier, James aforesaid, met at the house of MIcah 
Shafter and Solomon Harvey, a Read. 
majority of the Prudential com-, "Voted, To substitute Jonathan 
mittee as above, met at the house. Perham as Prudential Committee in 
of Micah Read. the room of Noah Woodward, whose 

"Voted, That $100 in Continental 
paper currency be paid into the treas
ury by the middle of January next; 
after which, as there was not more 
than fifteen persons who had under
taken as covenantors, the committee 
admitted in as undertakers. Silas 
Thompson, Jeremiah Tinkham, John 
Alexander, and all those persons 
formerly of the town of Winchester 
whose names are in the charter, ex
cept James Shafter, who was one of 
the first undertakers." In like manner 
were all the subscribers to the cove
nant admitted in, except the first 
fifteen, by the Prudential Committee, 
at several subsequent meetings of the 
Prudential Committee. The meeting 
was adjourned as usual by vote. 

'Test, SOLOMON HARVEY. 
Chairman and Clerk of the Pru

dential Committee." 
"On Dec. ye 31st, 1779, we, whose 

names are affixed to this return, 
report as follows: • That on the day 
of the date hereof in conformity to 
a vote of the Prudential Committee, 
at their meeting at the house of 
Micah Read, on Dec. 6th, last past, 
we held a conference with sundry of 
the inhabitants at Grassy Brook, rel
ative to coming into connection with 
the subscribers to the foregoing 
covenant, and the said inhabitants 
proposed to take the matter under 
consideration for a time. 

P'r us, MICAH READ, 
SOLOMON HARVEY." 

"On Jan. 31, 1780, Seth Oak, Micah 
Read, James Shafter and Solomon 

absence made it necessary; also 
admitted in as settlers. a number of 
which never came into connection 
nothwithstanding, therefore shall men
tion their names, except Nehemiah 
Hoskins, from Winchester, who was 
admitted at this meeting, and not on 
the 13th of December, 1779, as was 
mentioned. 

"At a meeting of the inhabitants 
of a place called Grassy Brook, in ye 
State of Vermont, and County of 
Cumberland, and not yet incorpor
ated with any town, on March ye 1st, 
1780, at the house of Wm. Skinner, 
on said land. 

"1st. Wm. Skinner was chosen 
Moderator to govern said meeting. 
2d. Chose Solomon Harvey, Clerk, 
to record the proceedings. 3d. 
Voted that the undertakers relative 
to the North part of the tract of land 
above mentioned, have liberty to 
come in and join our society for the 
future, saving the privilege to each 
party of raising and appropriating 
their own money. 

"4th. Chose Solomon Harvey for a 
committee man to act in their behalf 
in preparing and supporting a petition 
to the General Assembly for a title to 
the lands on which we live,-see 
statute 1808, page 454. 

"5th. Chose Mr. Elisha Ayer as a 
Prudential Committee to assist the 
Committee of the other part of the 
society in the management of the 
affairs relative to the whole of the 
undertakers on the tract of land 
above said. 
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" 6th. Voted that Solomon Harvey 
above named be empowered to set 
our names to the petition above 
referred to. 

"7th. Voted to refer the preroga
tive of calling meeting of th.is part of 
the society to the town prudential 
committee men ab~ve named. 

"8th. Voted to receive Mr. Benja
min Fletcher as a settler on the land 
above mentioned. 

"9th. Adjourned the meeting by 
vote. 

"Samuel Skinner, 3 years' residence; 
Elisha Ayer, 3 years' residence; 
Eliphalet Skinner, 3 years' residence; 
Wm. Hartwell, 3 years' residence; 
Jonathan Boyden, 1 year's residence; 
Abraham Derry, part of a year; Fair
banks Moore, Jr., 1 year; Fairbanks 
Moore, 6 months; William Moore, 1 
year; Tim Wellman, 1 year; Tim 
Wellman, Jr., 1 year; Darius Well
man, 1 year; Abel Mattoon, 6 months; 
John Crawford, 10 months; Ezra 
Ormsbee, part of a year; Benjamin 
Fletcher came Feb. 1st.; Cyrus Whit
comb, 3 years; Cyrus Whitcomb, J r., 
3 years." 

It is seen that constant meetings 
were held by the settlers in the town 
of Athens ever after the 24th of Nov., 
1779, and that not only were there in 
the town Solomon Harvey and J ona· 
than Perham, but Micah Read, Seth 
Oak, and James Shafter were there, 
Seth Oak and Micah Read both 
having houses where the meetings 
of the settlers were held as often as 
once a week nearly all the winter of 
1779-80. The first town meeting was 
held in the house of Seth Oak. The 
second and third meetings being held 
in the dwelling house of Micah Read 
on the 6th and 13th days of Dec., 
1779, and the fourth and fifth meet

ings were also held at Micah Read's 
dwelling house, Dec. 31st, 1779, and 
J an. 31st, 1780, which clearly appears 
from the above record. Whether all 
of the names affixed to the covenant 
were actually on the tract of land at 
the time the covenant was adopted 
cannot now be determined, but it 
would seem that they were either 
there during the year 1780, or were 
fully represented, as they fully bind 
themselves to pay the quota of taxes 
assessed to them by the settlers on the 
tract of land afterwards called Athens. 

In collecting the facts relative to 
the individual history of the early 
settlers in the town of Athens, the 
writer wrote to all the families whose 
residence could be found, and has 
waited till quite a late date, hoping 
that the Porter family, Shafter family, 
Tinkham family, Davis family, Balch 
family, Wells family, Alexander fam
ily, Oak family, Holden family, and 
Perham family would furnish sketches 
of their early history in Vermont. 

[We here insert a narrative by Mrs. 
Betsey Robbins, mother of the Hon. 
F. C. Robbins of Ludlow, Vt., who 
was daughter of Ezekiel Perham, and 
moved into Athens, as the narrative 
discloses, in 1795. Ezekiel Perham 
was a cousin of the Jonathan Perham 
who was one of the first proprietors 
of the town .] 

In March, 1795, my father, who 
then resided in Townshend, Mass., 
started with his wife and four chil
dren for the then new State of 
Vermont. We came with an ox 
team, consisting of one yoke of oxen 
and two yoke of steers, one cow and 
one sled, onto which was loaded 
what household furniture was neces
sary for immediate use, consisting of 
one chest of drawers, one desk, beds 
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and bedding, together with such The highway coming into Athens 
cooking utensils as were deemed ab- from Westminster then passed on 
solutely necessary. My father drove over the hill where Daniel Fuller, 
the ox team, and my oldest brother, Esq., then lived, thence to where 
Asa Perham, rode the horse, and my William Beals then lived, the same 
mother, myself, and my two Y<lunger place a fterwards owned by Major 
sisters rode on the ox sled. We only Timothy Whitney, thence crossing 
traveled as far as Rindge, N. H., the the brook south to where Amos Ball 
first day. and there stayed with a now lives, across the farm now owned 
friend over night, my father having by Merrill Powers, up onto the hill 
lived there at the time I was born, in where Nelson Oak formerly lived, 
1789. The next day it was snowing, thence westerly up the brook (run
and we only drove to the middle of ning from the Shafter P ond) to 
the town in Jaffrey, where we stayed where Nathaniel Oak once lived, 
with Judge Parker, who married a sis- where stood, at that time, a large, 
ter of my mother, and who was the unfinished one-story building, then 
father of Judge Joel Parker, formerly used to hold town meetings in. 
of the Supreme Court of New Hamp- David Eveleth then owned the 
shire. farm now owned by Merrill Powers. 

On the next day, the air being mild Arriving in Athens, my father pur
and pleasant for a March day, we drove chased the farm of Mr. Eveleth where 
on through Keene to Westmoreland, Merrill Powers lived in 1875. 
where we again put up for the night, The names of some of the earliest 
near a ferry across the Conecticut settlers were Jonathan · Perham, who 
river known as Robbins' Ferry. lived on the Nathaniel Powers farm, 

The morning following we crossed near the east line of the farm lately 
the Connecticut river in a ferry boat, owned by Oscar L. Perham, but 
and were then in the town of Putney, owned the whole of the Ivory Mack 
Vermont. farm; Ephraim Holden then owned 

From Putney we came through the farm now·occupied by Edward 
Westminster West Parish. The road Ball; James Shafter owned the farm 
leading from Westminster to the known as the Shafter place, but more 
south part of Athens at that time, lately owned by Amos Davis; Samuel 
passed through the premises of a Mr. Balch lived where Austin Hitchcock 
Colton, who lived at the first house now lives; Silas Powers lived on the 
south of the farm where David farm more lately known as the Abner 
Hitchcock lived in 1830, thence run- Powers place, but was first owned 
ning westerly to the top of the and occupied by Silas Chapman. the 
mountain east of Athens Hollow, grandfather of the Han. Clark H. 
coming out to where Sylvanus Mat- Chapman of Cavendish; David Rob
toon then lived, and where George bins was then the occupant of the 
Skinner afterwards lived. Along this grist mill that used to stand near 
rough road we came slowly with our where Dustin Ball now lives; Stephen 
ox team and household goods, and Farrington then lived on the farm 
arrived in the town of Athens March Isince owned by Nelson Oak; Ethal
20th, 1795. stan Bagley's father occupied the 

l 



ATHENS. 363 

farm now occupied by his son Ethal
ston; Leonard Perham, son of 
Jonathan Perham, owned the farm 
now occupied by Lyman Alexander, 
who, with others, made up the town 
of Athens in 1795. 

Jonathan Perham, James Shafter 
and Seth Oak seem to have been the 
most prominent men, and their 
location in the town seems to have 
resulted in the permanent settlement 
and organization of the township. 

THE SHAFTER FAMILY. 

[Judge Wm. R. Shafter, about ten 
years before his death, gave a paper 
on James Shafter, his father, and 
himself and family . for Athens.] 

Paper on HON. WM. R . SHAFTER. 

Townshend, April 14th, 1857. 
Impressed with the importance of 

leaving some record of the origin 
and genealogy of our family, for the 
benefit of those who may succeed us, 
and who may have curiosity or inter
est enough in the subject to examine 
it, and learn from whence they came, 
I have collected and leave on record 
the few historical facts that I have 
been able to collect. 

It seems that our paternal ances
tors came from the west of England. 
On the mother's side is inherited 
pure Welsh blood. Our great grand
father, with his wife, emigrated to 
this country, landing at Boston . 
They either brought two children 
with them, or they were born in due 
time after their arrival-as they lived 
but a few years, and left no other 
issue. As they had expended all 
their substance in getting here, of 
necessity their orphan children were 
left dependant upon charity, and 
were sent to the almshouse, where it 
seems they remained a few years 

before they were of sufficient age to 
be otherwise disposed of. 

A farmer from the town of Fram
ingham, Mass., visited the almshouse 
for the purpose of procuring a boy 
to assist him in his business. The 
Shafter boy was recommended to him, 
and he decided to take him on trial. 
When they attempted to separate 
him from his sister, who was his only 
associate and relative, the evidences 
of attachment were so strong as to 
become overpowering, and the benev
olent feelings of the good man, 
silencing all consideration of pecun
iary loss, he charitably concluded to 
take them both. So James and his 
little sister Molly went to Framing
ham, though we have no knowledge 
of dates. The man with whom they 
went to live (we never learned his 
name) was satisfied with them. They 
lived with him until they were both 
married. James at f~e age of 19 or 
20 married a young woman, Esther 
McMellen. He continued to reside 
with his guardian until he became of 
age, and afterwards remained in the 
same vicinity, where most of his 
children were born, Simon, Lois, 
Molly; Esther, and Lydia. At this 
period he gathered up his little prop
erty and removed to Richmond; N. 
H ., purchased a lot of land and 
commenced improvements. Here he 
had three more children born to him, 
James, Prudence, and Charity. He 
was a man of medium height, closely 
knit together, of high temper and 
indomitable perseverance. He con
tinued the improvement of his farm 
as his means would allow for seven 
or eight years, keeping his large 
family together. At this time he was 
killed by the falling of a tree, leaving 
his family dependent on their own 
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exertions. The eldest girls were generation there was only one male 
then put out to places where they child to perpetuate the name, bearing 
could support themselves, and Simon the name of his predecessor, James. 
remained at home and took care of As such, he alone would transmit to 
his mother and some of the youngl'!r posterity, hence it becomes more im
children. He remained steady until portant that a more particular and 
he was about 19, when he became extended account of him and his 
excessively fond of dancing, wrest- family should be left on record for 
ling, and other kindred sports. future generations, whereby they may 
About the age of 24 he joined the be able to trace their family name to 
Continental army, holding the rank the same common origin, for it is not 
of captain. He died at Valley Forge improbable that, years hence, this 
of small-pox. brief and simple narrative, trifling as 

Molly, the orphan sister, married a it may seem in the day of its nativity, 
man by the name of Chubb. and is may be found copied into the genea
supposed to have removed to Ver- "logical records of many a family, who 
mont. otherwise would have been unable to 

Lois, the eldest daughter, married do so. 
John White, and settled in Weathers- At the dispersion of th e family at 
field, Vt. She had three sons and the death of their father James (the 
several daughters, one of whom fifth child) was put to live with Mr. 
married a Mr. Haskel, and lived Dodge, who it seems proved to be a 
near what was called Weathersfield hard, unfeeling man. He was a tan-
Bow. • ner by trade, so he clothed James in 

Mollie, the next girl, married Ellis sheepsKin clothes, which was perhaps 
Thayer, and settled in Brookline, Vt. the best he cou ld do for him, and not 
Subsequently they removed to New particularly injurious to the boy, as 
fane, Vt. in the coldest weather he was not 

Esther married Benjamin Thrasher allowed to come near the fire, but 
and settled in Athens. was compelled to sit on the lowest 

Lydia married Enoch Phylips and round of the ladder. Short allow
settled in Essex, N. Y. ance of food , and that of the most 

Prudence married Jeremiah Bowers simple kind, together with constant 
and settled in Richmond, this State. employment in the most servile 

Charity married Jabez Whipple drudgery, considering his age (only 
and settled in Athens. seven years) and his unprotected 

The writer of this was well ac
quainted with his aunts, and knows 
them to have been possessed of much 
more than an ordinary share of 
intellect, of unrivalled energy, and a 
perseverance that knows no discour
agement. 

The elder James Shafter and wife 
were buried in Winchester, Mass. 
Thus it appears that up to the third 

state, aroused the sympathies of the 
surrounding inhabitants. The result 
was, they took him away, and placed 
him in the family of Deacon Jewett, 
who proved a kind protector, guard
ing his helplessness and giving him 
such counsel as his age and circum
stances required. Subsequently he 
went to live with Mr. John Alexander. 
He kept a public house in Winches

......, 
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ter. James remained with him till 
he was of age. Mr. Alexander was 
an easy, inefficient sort of a man, and 
preferred sitting in his chair and 
playing with his thumbs to engaging 
in any more active employment. His 
wife, however, possessed unusual con
versational powers, which she not 
un frequently exercised for the special 
benefit of her husband, who would sit 
for hours apparently unmoved under 
the storm of words that would make 
a common man 's hair stand on end. 
J ames' diligence and activity gave 
entire satisfaction to madam, so that 
he became an especial fav~ite with 
her, and in time became the efficient 

had two crowns in his pocket which 
he was unwilling to part with for the 
benefit of the victorious yellow-skin. 
Watching his opportunity, and taking 
advantage of the general confusion, 
he crept carefully down into the 
cellar and covered them over with 
dirt in an obscure corner. At this 
point, turning his eye to the stairway, 
he beheld a stalwart Indian wilh his 
tomahawk raised, peering into the 
darkness. James, satisfied by his 
manner that he did not see him, 
suppressing his breath and keeping 
as much as possible in the shadow of 
the wall, approached as near his 
sable majesty as he could, then with 

substitute for the old man in all the · a catamount spring, bounded by him, 
business transactions of the concern. 
At the age of 17 he was drafted 
into the New Hampshire Militia, 
and ordered to the defence of his 
country at Bunker Hill, but with his 
companions, arrived too late to par
ticipate in the memorable transaction 
of lhat important event. How long 
he remained enrolled I have no 
knowledge. He afterwards took an 
active part in the Battle of Benning
ton, and discharged his musket sixteen 
times before the enemy gave way, 
stormed and scaled the breastworks, 
behind which the Hessians were 
ranged, and drove them from the 
ground, and afterwards, in company 
with a few volunteers, fought and 
kept at bay 500 of them until the 
darkness of the night compelled them 
to quit the field. He was at the 
battle of the Cedars of Lake Cham-
plain, but owing to the cowardice of 
the commanding officer the little 
troop were surrendered prisoners of 
war to the British an d Indians, who 
stripped and robbed them of every
thing that was of any value. James 

giving him at the same time a thrust 
in the stomach, whilst the click of the 
tomahawk against the wall possibly 
reminded him that his gait upstairs 
was in fact a "stitch in time." He 
was kept a prisoner for fourteen 
days, and, with others, was exchanged 
and furnished with guns. After his 
return to Winchester he continued in 
his former employment until he was 
21 years of age, which was September 
15, 1780. 

There were several travelers put 
up there over night whom we may 
subsequently have occasion to men
tion. The minor, having now become 
a man, like other young men wishing 
to provide a home for himself, had 
intended to start the next morning 
for Otter Creek or the West side of 
the Green Mountains. It being 
cloudy in the morning, with strong 
indications of rain, he concluded to 
postpone his departure until fair 
weather. About nine o'clock, how
ever, the vapors dispersed, and he 
shouldered his axe and his small 
wallet, and bade adieu to all the 
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home he had, with a determined · 
purpose to find and prepare a place 
for himself in the then wilderness of 
Vermont. 

Being young and active, he over
took the elderly gentlemen who 
started in the morning, and very 
naturally fell into conversation with 
them, as to their destination and 
objects. He learned that they were 
from Winchendon, and were going to 
examine a gore of uninhabited land 
lying between Grafton (then called 
Tomlinson) and Westminster and 
Townshend. They persuaded him 
to join them, which he at last con
sented to do. Learning the name of 
the last settler on the route (where 
they intended to stop) he went 
ahead. On his arrival at the place 
agreed upon (the house of Mr. Ellis), 
about two miles N. E. of the present 
"Cambridge Port," he found him 
engaged in building a stone chimney 
for a small log house. He cheerfully 
went to work to help back stone (as 
they had no team), and worked for 
his board till the rest of his party 
came up, when they all started for 
the promised land . After rambling 
over the territory, which was an un
broken wilderness, they concluded to 
stick their stakes and make their 
pitches; preference being given to 
seniority. Jonathan Perham (called 
after, Governor), being the eldest, 
had the first right. He chose a lot 
on the West line of Westminster, 
covering a handsome lot of meadow, 
also a number of acres of dry, sandy 
knolls, which proved valuable for its 
adaptedness to the growth of Indian 
corn. Samuel Bagley took the next 
lot West, which made one of the best 
farms in tOWII. Seth Oak took the 
third lot in the same range, which 

was also a most excellent piece of 
land. He was the first justice of 
peace in town. Jonathan Foster took 
the next lot West, which made four 
in the same range. He died about 
1795, and the lot was divided and fell 
into other hands. Eighty acres of it 
are still owned by the heirs of J. 
Shafter. James Shafter, as he was 
the youngest of the pioneers, came in 
last for his turn. He chose the next 
range due North of the" Foster lot." 
It was a good situation, covered with 
hard timber, and the depth and rich
ness of the soil gave assurance of a 
bou ntif , harvest. 

They procured the assistance of a 
man from ·Westminster by the name of 
Hooker, who was the fortunate pos
sessor of a compass, with which, and 
the accompaniment of an elm bark 
chain, they were enabled to separate 
and designate claims. James com
menced chopping, and felled about 
three-fourths of an acre, when a dry 
limb fell upon his shoulder and so 
disabled him that he returned to 
Winchester and remained all winter. 
The next year he returned, enlarged 
his operations, built a small house, 
sowed a nursery of apple trees, etc. 
In 1783 he was married to Miss 
Abigail Johnson, by Seth Oak, Esq. 
She came to Athens with Capt. Ezra 
Chaffee from Old Woodstock, having 
lost her parents when she was a child. 

From tile Letter of Mrs. Mary Silafter. 
Edminster, witit tlu jJaper by fur fatlter : 

Oscar died in Florence neady five 
years since. My brothers, James 
McM. Shafter and William N. 
Shafter, are residents of this State. 
I wrote my sister, who lives in Gales
burg, Mich., (Mrs. L. S. Ransom). 
She is the eldest of the family, and I 
thought she might furnish some items. 
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Rev. Edmund Shafter, of Boston, a 
few years since got up a genealogical 
account, and visited us in Townshend. 
He, as well as my father, thought the 
original name was Slaughter, abbrevi
ated for con ven ience, and that in 
after years it appeared as Slafter and 
Shafter; they came to the conclusion 
that they were second cousins. 

My father represented the town 
many times, and was one of the 
judges of the courts. I cannot give 
you dates, but you can ascertain them 
from the records of Newfane. 

FAMILY RECORD. 

James Shafter, born September 15, 
1759; married Abigail Johnson. 

James Shafter, died January 9, 
1816, aged 57 years. Abigail Shafter, 
his wife, died March 14, 1830, aged 
78 years. On the 10th of January, 
1784, their eldest child was born, and 
was christened Atalanta, after the 
noted vessel of that name. She 
married Caleb Hall, and died in 
Springfield, Vt., June 28, 1862, aged 
78 years. 

Wm. R. Shafter, born January 30, 
1786; died March 1, 1864, aged 78 
years. 

John L. Shafter, born September 2, 
1787; died February, 1868, aged 81 
years. 

Mary Shafter, born 1792, died at 
Grand Rapids, Mich., September 29, 
1855, aged 6R years. 

There were two other child ren born 
between John and Mary; both died 
in infancy. 

As James had obtained some 
military skill, growing out of his 
experience in the war of the Revo
lution, he was promoted to the rank 
of major in the militia of Vermont. 
He was also a strong and devoted 
politician of the scnool of 1800, and 

denounced the war of 1812 as un
necessary. He was a prominent 
business man in all town affairs, and 
represented it for about twenty years 
in the Legislature of the State. He 
was the father and grandfather of the 
present Shafter generation, giving the 
name to all such as claim it, although 
it is spelled differently . 

(End of Judge Shafter's paper), 

JAMES SHAFTER 

was one of five men, an advance 
party, who first came into the wilder
ness here to prepare the spot, a little 
before moving in their families. He 
helped to clear the first acre. He 
ever after made his permanent home 
in Athens. He lived many years, 
and died there. He was a man of 
large energy, courage and capacity. 
In the war of the Revolution he 
fought at Bunker Hill, Bennington 
and Saratoga, and for eighteen years 
rep resented his town in the Legis
lature of the State. 

HON . WM. R. SHAFTER 

was successively farmer, merchant, 
and County judge several years. He 
came of a patriotic stock, and" was 
a man of much force of character and 
large influence with his neighbors" in 
a wide neighborhood. "In religious 
faith and connections he was a 
Methodist." His wife is said to have 
been a woman of rare intelligence. 
The biographer of Hon. O. L. Shafter, 
their son, before the California Bar, 
speaks of her as "a woman of su perior 
endowments, majestic in form, with a 
countenance of infinite expression, 
and possessing rare conversational 
and social qualities." She was also 
a member of the Methodist church. 
She died many years before her hus
band, while her son Oscar was but a 
boy. Judge Shafter removed from 
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Athens to Townshend. He died in 
Townshend. 

Judge Shafter was representative 
in the State Legislature for 1844 and 
in 1849, member of the Constitutional 
Convention in 1836, Judge of Wind
ham County Court, candidate of the 
Liberty party for Governor in 1840, 
more than quadrupling the vote of 
his party, and also held various town 
offices. 

OSCAR LOVELL SHAFTER. 
Memorial of Oscar L. Shafter, being 

words spoken at his Burial by Rev. 
Dr. Stebbins. A sermon preached 
on the following Sunday by Rev. 
L. Hamilton. A sketch of the life 
and character, given before the 
Supreme Court of California by 
Hon.. John W. Dwinnelle. Lines 
to his memory from the New York 
Evening Post.- SAN FRANCISCO, 
1874.-Pamphlet 25 pp. 

IN MEMORIAM. 
An Extract. 

OSCAR LOVELL SHAFTER, L. L. D., 
late Associate Judge of the Supreme 
Court of the State of California; 
born in Athens, Vt., October 19. 
1812; died in Florence, Italy, J an
uary 23. 1873; funeral at the First 
Congregational church, Oakland, 
Cal., March 24, 1873. 

"Energy, endurance of labor and 
a kind of mountainous good sense 
that sees men and things as they 
are and goes free of all cant, were 
eminent in him. In his statement 
of principles, he could have had few 
superiors. He had that appreciation 
of the unity and generalization of 
truth that gives dignity to the in
tellect, and the perspective of moral 
grandeur to all principles. When 

its summits with fine enthusiasm 
of poetic feeling and right. It some
times lay calm, silent, sullen as the 
sea and rolled with sleepy strength, 
and in all the manifestations of his 
intellectual activity, there was some
thing of that repose which is the 
measure of reserved power and back
ground of all greatness. He was 
a pleasant companion and good 
talker. A man with wide discourse 
of reason, unimpassioned, yet of fine 
sensibility, his whole nature, by 
the eternal weight of moral gravity, 
surging toward the truth. Thus I 
understood him.-Rev. Dr. Stebbins. 

"Eminent among the higher order 
of minds stood the late Judge Shafter, 
a type of the time, he ran through the 
progress of the age in his own ex
perience. His father was a man of 
much force of character and large 
influence with his neighhors. His 
mother was a woman of rare in
telligence. At an early age death 
deprived him of her counsels, but he 
cherished her memory with a deep 
and tender reverence. At about 
fourteen he was placed at a Methodist 
Academy in Wilbraham, Mass. He 
completed the course in his school, 
and finally graduated at the Methodist 
University at Middletown, Conn., 
studied law at Cambridge, and com
menced practice in Vermont, where 
his powers soon placed him in the 
foremost rank of his profession. His 
coming to this State (California) in 
the Fall of 1854, the immediate 
recognition of .his abilities, his law 
partnerships with the first legal talent 
of this State, his firm stand as an 
anti·slavery man, his self-consistent 
adherence to this stand through all 

theories of deep human interests \ the exciting scenes that had followed, 
were touched, his mind kindled along hi$ election to the Supreme Bench of 



ATHENS. 369 

the State in 1863, his unimpeachable 
and even unsuspected integrity as 
well as ability in that position for 
four years, then the sudden failing of 
his health, compelling his resignation, 
his efforts for recovery, the hope 
growing fainter till the final word 
flashed under the sea is well known. 
As a judge, his impartiality com
mended a confidence that was well 
nigh perfect. The suspicions of a 
bribe never rested on him. There 
was something in the man corruptio~ 
dared not approach. He was also 
merciful. He gave without osten
tation, but liberally and continuously. 
One who had the best opportunity to 
know, writes of him: 'I know per
sonally of tens of thousands of dollars 
disbursed by him without any hope 
of return.' He was severely logical 
in his mental processes, but along 
with this went an endowment of the-

keenest sensibility. When thoroughly 
roused in his own utterances, the 
golden ingots of his logic would melt 
and flow in streams of burning 
emotion. There was a large measure 
of that 'sort of religious sensibility' 
which is said to have marked the 
speeches of Webster's prime. But it 
was in his own family that these 
tender qualities showed themselves 
in their fullest power. I think we 
may truthfully add, also, that he 
crowned his other virtues by walking 
humbly with his God." 

Rev. L. Hamilton. 
The body was ' taken to the Oak

land Cemetery and deposited in the 
family vault. Among those present, 
beside the family friends, were a very 
large number of the San Francisco 
and Sacramento Bar. 

FROM MEMORIAL SUPREME COURT. 

"He completed his law studies 

ullder Judge Story at the law school 
of Harvard University; commenced 
practice at Wilmington, Vt., in 1836 
or 1837; became a member of the 
Legislature; was the candidate of his 
party for Representative in Congress, 
Governor and United States Senator; 
married to Miss Sarah Riddle in 
1840; six children survive. 

Judge Shafter arrived at San Fran
cisco November 13, 1854, without his 
family, and immediately entered upon 
the practice of his profession, in 
connection with the leading firm of 
Halleck, Peachy, Billings & Park. 
During the next ensuing year, until 
the arrival of his family, he kept a 
journal, in which he entered his im
pressions of the climate and the 
scenery of California, his views of 
the society and of the practice in 
the court, many current events, some 
biographical sketches and notices 
and analysis of the books which he 
read; bu t more especially was tb is 
brief diary remarkable for its mani
festations of his deep affection for 
his family and other relations, for his 
diffidence of his own ability, and for 
the gradual growth of a self-con
fidence that he was equal to contend 
with the foremost of the bar. It was 
during this period that he received 
intelligence of the death of two 
children within the period of one 
month. [An only son of seven years, 
and an infant daughter that he had 
never seen.] 

It was sometimes said of him while 
at the bar, that he was slow in the 
preparation of his cases. As a con
sequence he was very successful at 
the bar, and his decisions were rarely 
questioned . While at the bar nobody 
was more scrupulous than he in the 
respect with which he treated the 
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judiciary, both in language and 
bearing, and when he came to the 
bench he magnified his high office 
in the same spirit. 

He was very successful in gather
ing the material rewards of his 
professional labors, and by their 
judicious investment accumulated an 
opulent fortu ne. 

He was an ardent student of nature, 
and Joved to be a boy again, amid 
mountains, forests, fields and waters. 
And on such occasions he showed an 
apt familiarity with the best poets of 
the English language, which caused 
it be said of him: 'He was a learned 
lawyer of an older school.'" 

HOlZ. John "V. D1f1imzelle. 

LAMENT. 

[Written upon receiving the letter 
communicating the death of his two 
children. Poets and Poetry of Ver
mont, 1858.J 

By OSCAR L. SHAFTER. 

I left them in their mountain home, 
One sad, sad day-

I clasped them to my yearning heart, 
Then tore myself away. 

What cheered me in that hour of gloom? 
What hope illumed the sea, 

As o'er the boundless deep I sped-
The boundless of the free? 

And when the far-off bourne was reached, 
What gave to purpose power 

To whelm me in the strife of men, 
And gild each lonely hour? 

The hope that when the strife was done, 
The labor and the pain, 

To clasp them, in my mountain home, 
Unto this yearning heart again. 

That hope's no more! My baby died, 
Like flower upon its stem; 

And now my boy-for him has pealed 
The solemn requiem. 

Oh! when across the wide, wide sea, 
The winged death-knell come, 

Then on my lips' high altar stone, 
Grew dim the vestal flame. 

The filial hope the heart possessed, 
To cheer his parents' age, 

To stay their footsteps toward the tomb, 
Their dying pangs assuage. 

My son! my son! my only son! 
My joy, my hope, my pride! 

Oh! life was severed from its ends, 
And darkened when he died! 

He's gathered to our early dead 
In his exultant morn, 

Before the mid-day strife came on, 
Or rose disclosed its thorn; 

The lust of gold-the heart of' pride, 
. Ambition's fitful dream, • 
The monumental woes that rise 

Above the ills between. 

The broken hope, the exile's pain, 
Temptation's trial hour, 

And all the waste and wreck of life 
And sin's destructive power, 

By early death he's rescued from
By early death set free; 

~And can I know the gain to him 
And mourn the loss to me? 

Father, console Thy smitten ones, 
F orgi ve the tears that rise; --

Our children-angels round Thy throne-
But win us to the skies. 

POWERS FAMILY. 

By N. W. POWERS. 

First, the substance of what a 
gentleman related by consanguinity, 
wrote in a manuscript to me in 1864, 
about my father's family and our 
genealogy. 

The first Powers we trace back to 
came into England with William the 
Conqueror in 1066, Sir Roger Le
Powers, who helped subdue old 
England. He then did considerable 
fighting in Ireland, being a fine com
mander, where I learn he stayed for 
life. He had a numerous posterity. 
The name is quite plenty in Ireland. 
Most likely we have the English, 
French, and Irish blood in us. All 
the Powers family in England, Ire
land and America are said to be 
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descended from this Sir Roger to throw up the intrenchment on 
LePowers. Three of his descen- Bunker Hill, and, I believe, fought 
dants, brothers, are understood to in the battle. He was in the battle 
have come to America in 1660. One at Bennington, and a grand·daughter 
of these, I am told, put B on the of his says that she has often heard 
beginning of his name instead of P, her grandmother say that he was at 
to see which name would increase the the taking of Ticonderoga. 
fastest, making his name Bowers. He lies with Mercy, his wife, in the 
There has been a· good chance to South burying yard in Athens. He 
see. The name Powers is a hundred died in March, 1808, aged 62 years. 
to one of the name of Bowers. The He was in many battles and skir
christian name of the one that mishes, but, as he says, "through the 
changed into a Bowers I have not blessings of God not a bullet touched 
learned; the names of the other two him." 
brothers were Walter and Thomas. My friend, Francis Volney Powers, 
Our branch of the name, 1 am told, of Waterford, Vt., informs me he 
descended from Thomas. obtained much of his information of 

CAPTAIN JOSIAH POWERS, Nathaniel Powers and family, of 
Great grandfather of the Athens Athens, and from his grandfather, 
Powers's, lived in Greenwich, Mass., Isaac Powers, who was first cousin 
in 1754, and was a rich farmer. He to Nathaniel. 
had a large family. One son, Ben- N ATHANJEL POWERS 
jamin, was a surgeon aboard of a was considered as a brother to his 
man-of-war in the Revolution, and numerous cousins, who always spoke 
died at sea. He was reputed a very of him as Uncle Nathaniel. He was 
learned man, and was WrItIng an born at Chesterfield, N. H., Nov. 29, 
arithmetic, of which I have some 1774, and married Esther Johnson, 
of the manuscript. of Phillipston, Mass. He died in 

SILAS, the oldest child in this Palmyra, Wis., August 13, 1846, aged 
family, had come. to Athens a while 72 years, 8 months and 14 days. His 
before the family came. wife was born June 8, 1778, and died 

JOSIAH, second son of Captain June 27, 1848. He commenced in 
Josiah, was a Revolutionary soldier, the world without any outside lift, 
and came to Athens almost 100 years and when a child was without any 
ago, with his sons, Nathaniel and shoes and stockings in winter. His 
Stephen, and five daughters, from Grandfather Robbins carried him 
Chesterfield, N. H ., where these home in winter, once or more, upon 
children were all born. He became his back, when he had to stick 
lame by freezing his legs in the war. his feet into his grandfather's coat 
He got lost in the woods in a snow- pockets to keep them warm. He 
storm, when sent to carry despatches in turn took care of his grandmother 
to some other part of the army. He in her old age, his grandfather having 
once saw a Briton taking aim at Gen. died when he was a youth. He was 
Washington, and drew up his own so poor, when a boy, that he had to 
musket and shot him down, as related wear tow trousers to school in winter, 
by one of his nephews. He helped his father having become a cripple in 
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the war, and having lost all his prop
erty through the Continental money. 
His grandmother had to spin and 
weave to keep the family alive, and 
he to learn to cypher without slate or 
arithmetic. The teacher set the 
scholars their sums on paper in those 
days, but he became quite expert in 
figures. His first business appears to 
have been getting out flax with his 
brother Stephen on one-tenth shares. 
When sixteen years old he had to go 
sixteen miles on foot to muster, and 
find his own equipments, besides 
having no spending money. He and 
his brother Stephen took care of an 
invalid father, a mother, and the 
younger children to a great extent 
from boyhood. As a Vermont farmer 
he became well off. He owned a 
good farm of 200 acres, cattle, horses, 
sheep, a good two-story house and 
out-buildings, with four miles of wall 
upon his farm, and had $1000 at 
interest, when the Episcopalians 
claimed that his farm was glebe land 
in Westminster. He fought them at 
law for 13 years, and proved his title 
clear by a re-survey of Westminster 
by a committee appointed by the 
Legislature, and proved his farm to be 
in Athens. Meantime he had been 
twice a year 50 miles to court with 
several witnesses, making $2000 cost. 
He lost his beautiful farm at last, 
through an Episcopal judge, who 
said it belonged to the Episcopals, 
and that it was foreordained so from 
all eternity. The person who is now 
writing this was present at the last 
trial. 

At the first trial, the third year, 
when the Judge gave the case to the 
jury, they gave the case to Nathaniel 
Powers without a dissenting voice. 
It had to be called up for trial again, 

and the next time the judge was not 
so careless, but decided it himself. 
Nathaniel also owned a saw and -grist 
mill besides the property here referred 
to, but the lawsuit about ruined him. 
His family, which was quite large, 
was as follows: 

EDITH, the oldest child, was born 
October 30, 1801, and married 
Warner Coss September 30, 1824_ 

RoxANA was born July 7, 1802, 
and married Warren Richmond De
cember 2, 1824. 

BETSEY was born May 10, 1804, and 
married William Patridge, a farmer, 
June 25, 1827. 

NATHANIEL WHITCOMB was born 
February 23, 1806. He married his 
first wife, Selina F . Murdock, October 
6, 1839, and his second wife, Jane 
Lowe, December 29, 1872. He is a 
self-taught clock and watch maker, 
and can make a town or mant,Je clock, 
one that will tell the time of day in 
every capital at the same time. He 
also got up his own patterns. 

SAMUEL RANDALL was born on 
November 1. 1807, and married 
Hannah Kimball, of Sanbornton, N. 
H., in December, 1838. He worked 
on a farm until he was 21 years of 
age, and then learned the mac hinist's 
trade. He earned $3,000 at his trade 
while working in Lowell, Mass., from 
which place he went to Wisconsin and 
built a flour mill in company with his 
brother David, giving the name of 
Palmyra to the town he settled in. 
He was the best read in history of 
any man ever raised in Athens. He 
died of cholera July 9, 1847. He 
was quite wealthy, and the widow, 
only son, and grandchildren occupy 
his homestead now, 1876. 

JOSEPH was born May 9, 1809, and 
married Jane Petty for his first wife 
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and Lucretia Huntington for his 1876) and has a son at La Crosse, 
second wife. He was a machinist of Wis., 36 years of age, machinist, who' 
reputation, and made several import- has taken out ten patent rights-D. 
ant inventions. In 1832 he made the I J. Powers. He has been commercia! 
first revolver known in history, and 
sold it for $10. He was a member 
of the Wisconsin Legislature in 1864. 
Mr. Powers was a poet of no mean 
gifts. Two hundred men have earned 
money enough while in his employ to 
buy themselves homes, and in 1876 
he kept one hundred men constantly 
employed. 

LEVI was born February 11, 1811, 
and on November 11, 1838, married 
Caroline Kipp. He worked three 
years of his early life in a cotton 
factory, and then a short time as a 
machinist. Later he went to New 
York, where he was a merchant, then 
to Whitewater, Wis., and afterwards 
to Madison, Wis., where he accumu 
lated wealth and retired from active 
business. 

ESTHER POWERS, born August 24, 
1812, married first Philetus Ranney, 
second Thomas Churnel, April 25, 
1857; died of small-pox, in Wisconsin. 

DAVID JOHNSON, born June 3,1814. 
Was in 1865 an inventor of and dealer 
in agricu ltural implements and in mer
chandise; a dealer in landed property. 
He has been the means of two pretty 
villages springing into existence, has 
been secretary of the Wisconsin State 
Agricultural Society, president of a 
Madison, Wisconsin, fire insurance 
company, and a representative in the 
Wisconsin Legislature, and since 1864 
has become a noted lawyer. In patent 
right suits he is regarded the best help 
in Chicago, as he understands the 
patent laws completely and nearly all 
the mechanical devices of the day. 
He has taken out more than a dozen 
patent rights himself since 1864 (now 

agent for the State prison in Illinois, 
to dispose of their manufactured 
goods. He married Flora Harris, of 
New Hampshire, December 11, 1837,. 

AMERICUS WINDSOR, born Janua ry 
14, 1816, married Hannah Fuller first, 
Mary Rockwood, second. Was a mer
chant first, and afterwards studied 
and practiced medicine with great 
success in Wisconsin; he also prac
ticed dentistry. He now lives in 
California. 

MELISSA ORETT, born June 15, 
1818; died Dec. 13, 1839. 

ENOS LOVELL, born February 23, 
1820. He was a jeweller and en
graver of the nicest kind, also silver 
plater and spoon maker. He died 
December 24, 1843, in Newark , Ohio, 
where he had established himself in 
his trades. He was never married. 

SILAS POWERS, 
brother to Nathaniel and Seymour, 
and uncle to these latter, went to 
Minnesota first. He married Widow 
Sarah Chapman, daughter of Deacon 
Dunham, of Westmoreland, N. H. 
She was married the first time at the 
age of 14. 

After so long a family paper, let 
me tell you an anecdote out of the 
family. 

Nathaniel Oak wanted a certain 
lass for a wife; Amaziah Rockham 
wanted the bewitching beauty too. 
They had many quarrels over the 
matter, till, at last, the neighbors 
decided that they should fight for 
the prize, and that the one that 
whipped should have the fair maiden. 
Amaziah, being a very spry man, 
gave the other, who was slow and 
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clumsy, a sound thrashing, but was 
, so good-hearted, withal, and satisfied 

with his triumph over Oak, that he 
said, "Go and take her," and Oak 
went and lived with her long enough 
to twice claim a silver wedding. 

MRS. POLLIE CARPENTER 

lived in Athens when a child. She 
was a daughter of Jonathan Perham, 
one of the first settlers, and after
wards lived some time in Belvidere, 
and some times in Athens. She was 
mother of quite a family of children. 
She found herself in 1816, the cold 
year that 110 corn was raised, sllOrt of 
hay. She was then about 45 years 
old . She had a cow but could get 
no hay to winter her, hay being $20 
per ton. What does this unconquer
able woman do but go to work and 
gather grass enough by hand and 
carry it home in a bag. She gleaned 
it by the sides of the highway and 
round the woods, in this way getting 
enough to winter her cow. She was a 
widow at this time-the widow of a 
soldier of the Revolutionary war, and 
drew a pension in the last days of her 
life. She lived to be quite old. 

I was ten years old in 1816, and 
·remember every event of that year, 
and although no one starved to death 
many shuddered for fear. 

MARIA GRISWOLD 

was born in this town, but went to 
work in the Lowell cotton mills. 
Abont 1837 she married John J ack
son, a machinist, and soon after the 
company which ownfd the factory 
selected them to superintend the 
taking of machinery to Mexico for 
a cotton factory, which they did, 
selecting fifteen married couple as 
operatives to take with them. The 
Mexican war, in 1846, destroyed their 

plan of building up a manufacturing 
city. The Mexicans, being suspicious 
of them, they had to flee. Maria had 
two children, one born before her 
emigration, and the other in Mexico 
-a babe at the time of her flight
which she brought off in her arms, 
riding a mule over the mountains 
300 miles. Mr. and Mrs. JacksoH 
afterwards went to Houston, Texas. 
where she died suddenly, leaving five 
small children. 

In closing, I am reminded of an 
anecdote of Stratton, the most moun
tainous, bleak town in the county. 
A great, bloated fellow, who was 
passing through Stratton, inquired 
of an old lady at her linen wheel, 
"What are the products of this town?" 
"Babies and shingles," she answered. 

1. married for my first wife Selina 
L. Murdoch, of Townshend, cousin 
to Alphonso Taft, the present United 
States Attorney General, and for my 
second wife, Miss Jane Lane, of 
Townshend. I wrote 600 pages for 
a man in Chicago, who left Windham 
County at the age of sixteen. At the 
end of forty years he called on me to 
post him up, and tell him what had 
become of all the heads of families 
that he had known forty years before. 

NatJlam·el Wilitcomb Powers. 

March, 1877. 

TIMOTHY H. WHITNEY was one of 
the leading men of the town. He 
was a major in the war of 1812. He 
was the representative of the town 
fifteen times from 1810 to 1834, and 
was selectman and justice of the 
peace for many years. 

Of the Perham's, who were among 
the first settlers, we are unable to get 
much that would be of interest. The 
descendants of this family now living 
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in and near the town show that they 
were a hardy and energetic people. 
.and of much benefit in the first set
tling of the town. 

ALVAN PARKHURST was born ion 
Westminster, but in early life moved 
to Athens, where, with the exception 
of a few years, he resided until his 
.death, September 10th, 1881. He 
was a farmer, and was held in high 
esteem by his townsmen, who elected 
-him to represent the town ill 1814. 
He was chairman of the board of 

:selectmen from 1868 to 1877, and 
was superintendent of schools at 
different times. 

NIAL BEMIS was born in West
-minster, and came to Athens about 
1848, where he died February 7th, 
1890, in his 7lst year. He served 
the town in nearly all its offices, and 
although his ed ucation was very 
limited, he was an able financier, 
reckoning interest and all mathemati
-cal problems rapidly and correctly 
without the aid of pen or pencil. At 
the time of his death he owned 
twenty-seven farms, besides several 
hundred acres of pasturage. He was 
an active member of the Grange from 
the time of its organization until his 
death. 

REV. JOSEPH BULLIN was the first 
settled minister of the gospel, and 
school teacher, and occupied the 
position for three years and a half. 
Under an agreement entered into 
between Mr. Bullin and the pro
prietors of the town, he was deeded, 
on March 7th, 1800, so much of the 
lot of land set apart for the first 
settled min ister and school teacher 
as the inhabitants thought him en
titled to. He was to have had a deed 
of 168 acres if he held his position 
for ten years. 

From the earliest genealogical 
records of the Ball family we get the 
following: John Ball came from 
Wiltshire, Eng.. to Concord, Mass., 
in the year i640. From him has 
sprung, through his descendants. a 
numerous family. Abraham Bal'l,2d, 
was born in Townshend, Mass., 
October 17th, 1186, and came to 
Athens with his father and mother 
when he was about eight years old. 
In December, 1801, he married' Miss 
Hannah Edwards, of Athens, by 
whom he had fourteen children, five 
of whom are now (1891) living, two 
of them, Amos T. and Julia A. Ball, 
residing in town_ Amos T. Ball is a 
shoemaker by trade, but for the past 
forty years has been a farmer. He 
has, during this time, been promi
nently identified with the interests of 
the town, being one of its selectmen 
during the stirring events of the civil 
war, and at numerous times since. 
He was for many years overseer of 
the poor, and has been a justice of 
the peace for more than thirty years. 

JAMES BAYLEY was a prominent 
man in the early history of the town, 
being its representative in 1815 and 
1825. He was town clerk from 1806 
to 1831,_ and was one of the listers 
and selectmen for many years. Mr. 
Bayley was a merchant for a number 
of years, and it is said that he com
menced his mercantile career when a 
boy by going on horseback to Putney, 
where he purchased a few small 
articles such as he could put in the 
old-fashioned saddle bags, and took 
them home to seil to his neighbors. 

REPRESENTATIVES_ 
From Deming's Cat.logue of the Principle Officers 

of Vermont. 

Abel Mattoon, 1780, '81; Samuel 
Bayley, 1784; James Shafter, 1786, 



376 VERMONT HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

'87, '90,'92 to 1810, 1813; Joseph 
Bullin, 1788, '91; Elijah Elmer, 1789; 
Willard Evans, 1800; Thaddeus 
A.lexander, 1804, '06, '07, '12; Tim
othy H. Whitney, 1810, '11, '16, '17, 
'19 to '25, '27, to '31, '34~ Thaddeus 
Chamberlain, 1814; James Bayley, 
1815, '25; Abraham Ball, 1826; 
Lemuel Whitney, 1831 ; Joseph Tink
ham, 1832, '33; Lyman B. Alexander, 
1835, '36; Amos Davis, 1837; Coin
fort Thrasher, 1838, '39; Tisdale 
Porter, 1840; Mark Ball, 1841; Jobn 
Austin, 1842; John R. Blake, 1847; 
Lyman Alexander, '1849. 

Mark Ball represented Athens in 
the Constitutional Convention of 
January, 1850. From then until the 
present time the dates and names of 
the representatives are as follows: 
Mark Ball, 1852; Lyman Alexander, 
1853; Amos Davis, 1855; Marvin W. 
Davis, 1856; Samuel B. Wells, 1858, 
'59; Charles Whitney, 1860; Solon 
N. Alexander, 1862, '63; Andrew A. 
Wyman, 1864, '65; Samuel B. Wells, 
1866; Andrew A. Wyman, 1867; 
George N. Ober, 1868, '69; Jerome 
O. Kingsley, 1870, to the Consti
tutional Convention in June and to 
the Legislature in October; Andrew 
A. Wyman, 1872; Alvan Parkhurst, 
1874, Democrat; Stephen C. Ranney, 
1876; Othniel R. Edwards, 1878; 
George N. Ober, 1880, '86; Jerrie 
M. Powers, 1882, '90; Jerome O. 
Kingsley, 1884; Granville F. Bridges, 
1888, Democrat. 

SOLDIERS IN THE WAR OF 186l. 

. Ceylon J. Ball, John H. Wells, Geo .. 
W. Skinner; Leroy A. Ball, Homer B
Ball, Phineas Bernas, Fred'k Shaty, 
Noah S. Crowley, Henry DePutrin,. 
Phineas Bernas, re-enlisted, Benj. F . 
Derry, Noah Crowley; Ebenezer Oak, 
Jr., "'John H. Austin, Franklin Oak,. 
*Albert E. Cotton, Chas. C. Penni
man, Bryant D. Skinner, Curtis M. 
Ball, John Wyman. Wm. Bridges, Jay 
Read, Lyman Cook, Edwin B. Dodge, 
Benj. H. Jenks, Oliver Dodge, Henry 
S. Leland, Chamberlain Dunham, J. 
V. McCartney, Curtis W. Davis, Solon 
N. Alexander, Gideon D. Stiles, Wil
lard J. Burr, and one soldier with no 
name given. 

A thens is strictly a farming town. 
The only manufacturing industry that 
is worth mentioning is the manufacture 
of scythe snaths, the business being 
conducted by Jerrie M. Powers, and 
the output being from ten to twelve ") 
thousand snaths per year. None of 
these are finished here, but are simply 
bent and planed and are then sold to 
another party who finishes them up for 
the trade. This gives employment to 
eight or ten men from six to nine 
months a year. We have one grocery 
store, W. C. Robbins, proprietor. We 
have neither lawyer, doctor, dentist, 
blacksmith or carpenter, and have 
but one minister, the Rev. Othniel R. 
Edwards, who is a Methodist. We 
have a very pretty church, in which 
service is held every Sunday. 
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A representative of the Blandin Family;- Lamach Blandin,.being the 
first, or one of the first settlers in Brookline. 



BROOKLINE. 


BY CHARLES P. STICKNEY. 


DEDICATED 

TO THE LEADING FAMILIES OF BROOKLINE, 

Who Gave an Order for each Inhabited House in Town. 

BROOKLINE, 
OR "THE GRASSY BROOII: REGION." 

The town of Brookline comprises 
a valley six miles ~o~ g, by two to 
three wide; and onglDally formed 
parts of Putney, Athens and New

r fane and contains nearly 17 square 
mile~. N early three miles in length 
belonged to Athens on the northern 
part; the southern part, to Putney, 
and the southwestern part, on West 
river, to Newfane. 

GRASSY BROOK, 

which has one source at !.il,Y Pond 
and one on Hedge-hog HIll III Ath

picturesque valley with its fertile 
meadows, verdan t hillsides, and 
primeval forests, so alluring to the 
early settlers; and settlements were 
made, it ill supposed, prior to 1777. 

THE FIRSTBORN . 

The record of the first births are 
as follows: Martha Whi tcom b, 
April 29, 1777; Jonas Negus, Dec. 
12, 1777; Oyrus Whitcomb the 3d, 
March 17, 1779. It is a matter of 
conjecture who was the first settler. 

CYRUS WHLTCO::lIB, 

a few years before 1777, settled upon 
the lands now owned by John B. 

ens flows through the length of Stebbins on the southern boundary, 
the' to~n a~d falls into West river. originally of the town of Athens. 
It derIved Its name from the open Other early settlers were: Eben
meadows in the northern part, pro- ezer Wellman on land of J. B. Steb
ducing a la!'ge growth of gl:ass bins; Apollos Austin upon land of 
where the plO~eel's of the regIOn Charles P. Stickney; Ebenezer ~ar
went to cut ~hell' hay.. . wood upon th(j farm ~f Elbndge 

'1'he town IS, geographICally, a ht- · Mason' Jotham Stebbms on the 
tle to the east and to the north of Rufus ' Stebbins' farm, and John 
the centre of Windham county.and Blandin upon the farm now owned 
seyen miles west of. Oonnec~ICut by Allen O. Wellman. 
river, about equal dIstance from 
Bellows Falls, north, and Brattle
boro, south, and the township seems 
to have been separated from ·others 
by natural div isional lines ; a range 
of hill s, east and west; the hIghest 
point in the eastern range 1,100 
feet from the valley, below. It is a 

LAMACH BLANDIN 

who came here from Attleooro, 
Mass., is though t by some to have 
been the first settler. It is s8,id he 
had his choice of all the lands for 
20 cents an acre, and be made his 
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selection upon the rise in the road a 
Ii ttle south of Daniel E. Whi tney's 
house. The wall of his cellar is to 
be seen at the present time. 

Others who located early in this 
vicinity were: Timothy Wellman 
upon land now owned by Hiram 
Whitney ; Jonathan Boynton and 
·William Skinner on land of Andrew 
S. Rist, to the south of this farm. 
Daniel Bixby and Richard Whitney, 
and Rosebrook Orawford, on what is 
called Whitney hill; Francis Drake 
on Bemis hill. 

Those who settled early in the 
south part of the town were: Abijah 
Moore on the farm of Wm. P. Steb
bins; Wm. Robbins on land of Ever
ett P. Wellman; Daniel Benson 
south of this farm; Peter Benson 
upon the farm of Jacob Bush. Those 
who settled on the borders of yVest 
river were: Benjamin Flint, on the 
farm of Oscar O. Merrifield, the 
beau tiful meadows in the forks of 
Grassy brook and West river ; Eben
ezer 0 ber on the meadows of 
Timothy M. Albee; Ohristopher 
Osgood on land of Luther Osgood, 
northeast of his meadow; Luke B. 
Osgood on land of George E. Ware, 
and James Walden upon the farm of 
Oharles A. Outler; all Df whom are 
supposed to have come to this val
ley prior to 1780. 

From 1780 to 1790 settlers came 
in fast. 'rhe population during this 
decade was larger than at any other 
period in the history of the town. 
It is safe to sav, there was one fam
ily or more to every 50 acres. It 
may be a conjecture to the young 
to-day, how did these large families 
live? 

The wood was cu t and burned in 
a kiln and from the ashes salts of 
lye were made, packed in wooden 
troughs taken on their backs over 
the hill to Putney, where there was 
a settlement on the Oonnecticut 
river, and exchanged for the little 
necessaries of life. 

~!oVE TOWARD TOWN ORGANIZA

TION. 

Prior to 1794, the settlers grew 

dissatisfied wi th the lack of poli tical 
rights as townsmen, inconvenient to 
the town meetings in the neigh bor
ing towns and none of their own; 
unnecessarily oppressed they sought 
relief through the Legislature, and 
through an act of the session of 
Oct. 30, 1794, the south part of 
Athens and all that part of Putney 
lying west of an abrupt elevation of 
land, gave to the inhabitants resid
ing therein, "all of the privileges 
and immunities" which the inhab
itants of other towns have and en
joy, excepting electing and sending 
a representative to the Legislature 
and conventions; receiving to the 
freemen of said parts of Athens and 
Putney the right of meeting with 
and voting with the freemen of the 
towns from which they had been 
respectively severed in all freemens' 
meetings for choosing a representa
tive to the General Assembly and 
other purposes. 

THE FIRST TOWN MEETIXG. 

Peter Benson was moderator; 
John Waters was chosen town clerk; 
Peter Benson, Lamach Blandin, 
J otham Stebbins, selectmen; Abijah 
Moore, town treasurer; Thomas 
Walker, constable and collector; 
Ebenezer Bugbee, William Hills, 
John Blandin, listers; Benjamin 
Farmer, leather sealer; Ebenezer 
Wellmen, grand juror; Benjamin 
Farmer, Ebenezer Bugbee, tithing
men; Ebenezer Harwood, pound
keeper; Samu~l Blandin, hayward; 
Jonathan Ellenwood, Benjamin Far
mer, Oyrus Whitcomb, Ebenezer 
Bugbee, highway surveyors; Delvis 
Briggs, Jonathan Ellenwood, Joseph 
Root, fence viewers; and William 
Hills, sealers of weigh ts and m eas
ures. 

SCHOOLS-THE SABBATH. 

To the organization of the town, 
1794, there were no school-houses, 
or public place for worship. Schools 
were kept in dwelling-houses and 
such places as would best convene. 
The Sabbath was observed by groups 



BROOKLINE. 

gathered together with due SOlemlli- 1 Franklin Walker, Thomas Gordon, 
and Joel Codding, who took down 
his sign about 1852. 

THE OLD TANNERY 

was between the houses of Hufus aBel 
Samuel Stebbins, and managed by 
John Bixby. 

SAW AND GRIST MILl ,S. 

iness carried on than at any other I A saw and grist-mill was early put 
period of the town's history, at the in below the bridge, by E. W. Bush's 
junction of the roads, lead i~g Ihouse, and occupied by John Benson. 

ty, when the one most gifted would 
be appointed to conduct their wor
ship. 

PRODUOTIVENESS. 

From the organization, 1794, to 
abou t 1824, the land had become 
cieared, the rich soil yielded ·bounti
ful crops. 

Roads wel'e laid out and more bus

tJll'ough the valley and over the hill 
to Putney, and westward to Towns
hend, which was the seat of her 
commercial business. 

The road lead ing eastward was the 
thoroughfare for town s westward to 
Putney, Westminster and Boston. 

'Within this period the town con
tailled 3 stores, 2 hotels, 2 black-

A grist-mill was built on the 
meadow of William P. Stebbins. 
owned by William Moore. 

A saw-mill was built upon the 
Blandin brook, by J othamStebbins, 
at an early date. 

Elijah Davis of Athens, built a 
saw-mill and a grist-mill in the north 
part of the town, who was followed 

smith shops, 3 saw-mills, 2 grist- in possession by David Cotwell, Ben. 
mills, 1 tannery, 1 potashry, 1 doctor, 
and] counsellor-at-law. 

TJ-IE FIRST STORE. 

Samuel Wheat, who lived in Put
ney, is supposed to have put in the 
first store, which was last occupied 
by Ephraim H. Mason. 

Anthony Jones followed Mr. 
Wheat in the mercantile business, 
and Isaac Palmer, Mr. Jones Pal
mer; failed about 1817. He was ar
rested and put in jail, but broke the 
jail and never was seen here after
wards. 

HOTELS. 
. 

'l'he hOllse of Walter S: Bennett ~s Iprosperity of the town, and raised 
one of the oldest houseslll t~wn; It Iup a family of children who became 
was built for a hotel. At thiS place useful citizens. He moved to New
there was a public house from the Ifane in 1839, but is represented in 

Walker, D. E. Whitney, E. H . l\ia
son, and Winchester Smith. In 1868, 
Lorenzo W. Bush bought the mill 
and moved it where it now stands. 
Three times the freshets in Grassy 
brook swept out his dam, but bein g 
a man of energy he has rebuilt. 

THE FIRST DOCTOR 

in town was Dr. William Perry, who 
came from Putney and settled here 
a few years befo re 1815. He first 
lived where Loren Ranney's house 
stands, but afterwards moved to t11 e 
south part of the town. He was a 
successful practitioner and did much 
toward building up the business and 

earlie~t date to about 1833. Isaac 
Taft; IS supposed to have kept the 
first tavern, and also a store, which 
was a little to the east of his house. 

Luke Atherton followed Mr. Taft, 
and Samuel Churchill, .Mr. Atherton, 
and Oats Haven, .iYIr. Churchill. 

Those who followed Taft in the 
hotel were: Samuel Churchill, Ben
jamin Ormsbee, Edson Higgins, 

town by his youngest daughter, th e 
wife of Leverett K. ·Wellman. 

HOLBROOK BENSON 

practiced in town to some extent. 
He lived on the hill west of H. M. 
Whitney's. He was fro zen to death 
about 1828 ; his house became unoc
ctlpied and wa~ bnrneel. 

379 
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ANNEXATION. 

Sept. 20, 1819, a town meeting for 
that purpose was held: 

" Voted to receive that part of the 
town of Newfane, lying on the east 
side of Wantastiquet or West river, 
to be annexed to the town of Brook
line, as a part of said town of Brook
line. " 

'rhere was no bridge over the river 
in this vicinity at this time, and when 
the river was high it was impossible 
to pass over by fording. In attend
ing a town meeting in March, the 
men passed over in the morning on 
the ice; before night the river broke 
up, and there wa§> no way to return, 
and their wives and children were 
doomed to a night of wretched fears. 

On the 7th of October it was: 
"Voted to receive the following 

persons now residing in Newfane, to 
be annexed to and become a part of 
said Brookline, viz: Luke B. Os
good, Jonathan Ou tIer, Lot Holland, 
William Bently, Elisha Flint, Har
vey Osgood, Anthony Mason and 
Ohristopher Osgood." 

THE GRASSHOPPER PLAGUE 

in June, 1821, nearly destroyed all 
crops of that year. A few fields of 
grain were saved by drawing ropes 
across the fields two and three times 
a day. To represent what hay and 
grass was destroyed in the town on 
the fertile meadows of John B. Steb
bins, only about 3 tons of hay could 
be gathered. Trees and all green 
vegetation were stripped of their 
foliage. 

J'~ne 20, 1821, marks the day the 
most memorable for adversity in 
Brookline: 

THE JUNE FRESHET. 

In the morning the heavens were 
clear and sunshiny; a little past 
noon, around the summit of Lily 
Pond hill, the sky became dark and 
heavy, and soon terrific peals of 
thunder vibrated the air, and the 
rain came down in such torrents as 
to cover the ground with a complete 
sheet of water. Every. bridge was 

swept away. 'rhe valley road in 
many places was completely de
stroyed, and many acres of the rich, 
loamy meadows made beds of stones 
and gravel. Huge stones were lifted. 
up and carried like pebbles; nearly 
all growing crops in the valley were 
destroyed. 

The people deeply felt the dam
age done; the thoroughfare across 
the hills ceased, the stores were 
closed, small farms were sold, and 
the hillsides being deserted the pop
ul:.tion decreased. The building of 
roads up W f;st river helped also to 
bring about this result. 

FIRST REPRESENTATIVE. 

The town had now been organ
ized 30 years without the right to 
elect a representative. In 1823, this 
right was gran ted; and in 1824 
Benj. Ormsbee was elected as the 
first representative. At this free
man's meeting, the number of votes 
for representatives to Oongress were, :..Phineas White, 74; Wm. C. Brad
ley, 6; showing a poll of 80. 

THE FIRST TOWN OFFICERS. 

William Perry, moderator; Benj . 
Ormsbee, town clerk; Thomas 
Crane, Benj. Ormsbee, Lot Holland, 
selectmen; Israel Whitney, town 
treasurer; Thomas Orane, Anthony 
Mason, Daniel Bixby, listers; An
thony Mason, constable; Asa Flint, 
John Blandin, grand jurors; John 
Blandin, Israel Whitney, Elisha 
Flin, fence viewers; Alvin Boyden, 
the pound-keeper; Isaae Wellman, 
Sam!. Stebbins, Thos. Wells, Ohris
topher Osgood, Daniel Bixby, Isaac 
Whitney, Zephaniah Perry, high
way surveyors; Rufus Stebbins, 
sealer of leather; Samuel Stebbins, 
sealer of weights and measnres; 
Ohristopher Osgood, Elisha Fair
banks, tything-men; Eben Pool, 
Willard Phillip8, Joel o. Lee, Lewis 
Oady, Bradley Fairbanks, Ira Ou t
Ier, haywards; Eben Whitney, Jacob 
Burditt, grand jurors to court; 
Elisha Flint, Asa Flint, Amos Hale, 
Israel Whitney, John Phillips, Sam
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uel Stebbins, petit jurors; Benj. 
Perry, Amos Hale, sextons. 

A UNION ;\fEETING HOUSE. 

For a few years prior to 1836, the 
subject of building a house for pub
lic worship was discussed, but an 
endeavor to unite did not succeed. 
On March 18, 1836, a meeting was 
held for that purpose, Ephm. H. 

lIel Cutler and Ira Cutler contrib
uted largely for its erection. 

At t~e raisi:ng of the belfry, the 
wall bemg bnck, the west bent of 
the belfry was raised and stayed and 
as the men commenced to lift the 
second bent, the supporters of the 
work gave way and precipitated 40 
men a distance of nearly 20 feet be
low among fallen timbers and 

Mason was elected chairman; Asaph . boards. The jar of the falling tim
(Joy"clerk. 

"Voted that it is the minds of 
this meeting to build a union meet
ing house in this town. 

During the season the union 
church was built by Methodists and 
UniversaliRts. The names of those 
who signed the covenant of the so
ciety were: Timothy Walker, Israel 
Whitney, Sam'l Rist, Rufus Steb
bins, Ephraim Mason, Barzillai 
Stickney, Hiram 'V-hitney, Asaph 
Coy, Benj . Walker, Franklin Walk
er, Daniel E. Whitney, Joel Ran
ney, Luke Rist, David Walker, 
Liberty Harwood, Sullivan Pollard, 
Joel Harwood, Eben Harwood, Col-
ton Evans, Charles Evans, Amos L. 
Rist, Eben. Whitney, William Rist, 
'rimothy H. Whitney, David Skin
ner, William Ranney, Jr., Benj. 
Ormsbee, David Kidd er, J. L. Blan
din, Philip Bemis, Jr., J : S. Os-
good, William B. Root, Jr., Chris-
top her Osgood, Wm. PelTY, Wm. B. 
Root, William Hulett, John B. 
Turner, Jacob Burditt, Samuel But
terfield, Geo. Harvey, Norman C. 
!\1arsh, Asa Flint, Otis Harwood, 
Joel A. Harwood, A. A. Flint. Rev. 
Wm. Hodges preached the dedica
tion sermon for the Methodists, and 
Rev. Mr. Hemphill, for the Univer
salists, and both were pastors of the 
church for many years. 

For the first 25 years the church 
was prosperous. 

Rev. O. R. Ed wards, for the last 
20 years, has occasionally supplied 
the pulpit for this church. 

bers loosened the stay of the bent 
that was raised and that started 
downwards, too; but seemingly by 
the hand of Providence, it was 
stopped by a projecting brick; had 
this fallen upon the men below, 
many would have been killed. '1.'11ose 
who reaeived injuries were Delius 
Wellman, Samnel Bennett, leg 
broken; Jasper Murdock, ~houlder 
dislocated; Everett Wellman, stru ck 
in the back by a spike, and Ira Cut
leI' and Benj. Derry, who received 
internal injuries. Although this 
accident seemed like a fatal blow, at 
first, in one week after the belfry 
was successfn lly raised. 

From the advent of the two new 
churches to 1860, were years of gen
eral thrift and prosperity. Good 
schools and good society were sus
tained; Samuel Stebbins and Fran
cis Merrifield took the lead in accu
mulating wealth. 

When the Vermont and Massa
chusetts WesteJ'llrailroad was being 
agitated, these men took an interest 
in the enterprise and contributed to 
its building. 

At the survey of the Vermont 
Valley railr0ad, a route was contem
plated up West river thr.Dugh the 
valley of Grassy Brook and on to 
Chester. Had this been carried out 
as hoped, Brookline would have 
been the equal of her sister towns 
for business, and a village would 
have sprung up as a depot for the 
upper tOWll8 of the West River '\'al
ley. 

BUILDING OF A BAPTIST CHURCH. IN THE LATE ,VAR 

A Baptist church was built the Ithe patriotism of her sons was sec
same year; Samnel Stebbins, Sam- ond to none; when the Union~s call 
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for volunteers was given, many 
young men of promise were in her 
borders, and they promptly re
sponded. So free and large were 
the early enlistments that near the 
close of the war, her quota was 
nearly filled, and it lessened the 
trouble many towns had to furni sh 
men. 

Of her noble SOllS, two were killed 
in battle, Henry Bush at Fredericks
burg, and Marshall Wellman at or 
near New Orleans. 

Two died in camp, Alvan Hig
gins a t New Orleans, Alonzo P. 
Bush at New Orleans. 

John S. Barrett died of disease 
contracted while in the camp. 

Hibbard Holden was so severely 
injured by a minnie ball at Fred
encksbllrg, which passed through 
his body, as to remain infirm for 
life. 

William W. Perry was wounded 
in the head by a missile from a shell 
and has never fully recovered. 

Of these brave and noble sons who 
have hono:'ed t~lemselves a?road, .J. 
W. Stebbl~s IS. now a MethodIst 
clergyman III MIll,nesota:. 

Albe~t H. Merr.rfield IS a success
ful ~usllless man III Me.ndota, .IIl . 

Hlbbar~ G. Holden IS a rallroad 
agent at Sa.lem, N. Y. " 

aid through the capaci ty of the 
town, she had refused by a small 
vote; but two of her enterprising 
citizens, Luther Osgood and Oscar 
C. 11errifield, came to the rescue 
and furnished the sum of $1,000 
more needed to complete the sub
scription. 

BROOKLINE OF TO -DAY . 

}i'or the last half century the in
habitants of the town have been 
gradually going out and farms con
solidated; the meado}Ys retained for 
tillage and the other lands for pas
turage, much of which has grown to 
timber. The valley of Grassy brook 
inclines gently to the south and is 
so protected by nature's barriers 
that violent winds seldom occur; 
and the soil is quick and warm and 
yields good crops to the faithful 
husbandman. 'l'here is a 

MINERAL SPRING 


upon the hillside in the south part 

of the town, about a mile from the 

valley road. It hits strong proper

ties of iron, and is much resorted to 

in the warm weather of the sum
mer, and if properly developed 

would doubtless become a popular 

summ~r resort, a~ the scenery around 

is fine; just beyond from an easy 


W. B. StIckney: A. B., 1 eSldence carriage road to reach is a point of 
at Ann ~rbor, l\~lch .. Pll bhsher of land unsurpassed by any in the 
Johnson s N atu~ al ~Jstory . State for beauty of scenery; looking 

E .. A. Stebbms IS a sU,ccessflll south, at the west is the valley of 
dentIst at Shelburne Falls, Mass. the Wantasiquet deep and narrow 

At the c~ose o~ the war, the ~O\~l and at the east', the, valley of th~ 
had her tleasUlY full and. the e - Connecticut with her broad, fertile 
pe~ses of the ~ar a.1l p~ld. 
fe\\ t.owns .hal e !nanaged 
finanCIal busmess WIth greater 
cess. 

RAILROAD BENEFITS. 

B~~ meadows; at the west the high 
then lands of the Green Mountains from 
suc- Florida in Massachusetts, to lVIt. 

1 Holly, with towering peaks at the 
Inorth in th,is State. ]'rom. this spot 
we survey Shatterack, Malllckmung, 

What had long been felt a neces- · Hay-stack and Saddle-back. At the 
sity to bring her farmers to an equal east is seen the Connecticut valley 
position in the transaction of busi- from Holyoke to Ascn tney and ex
ness was better communication to tending eastward over hill and val
the outer world, and the advent of ley, forest and meadow until the 
the Narrow Gange railroad up West Imajestic summit of the Monadnock 
river and across her borders has I closes the view in that direction; 
secured her this position. thence to the north is seen the lineI 


Though hotly contested to give of the blue Highland s and onward 
I 
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toward the White Mountains. The 
scenery to allure, the soil quick and 
productive, the valley of Grassy 
brook is one of nature's secluded 
spots wherein man can enjoy the 
fruits of his own labor. 

'EDUCATIONAL. 

Scho01s were taught here at dwell
ing-houses in 1795. The first 
school teacher in town is said to 
have been Lucy Skinner, daughter 
of Samuel Skinner, one of the first 
settlers. 

The first division of the town into 
districts was Avril 21, 1796, at a 
legal meeting warned and holden in 
Brookline, Peter Benson, moderator. 

"Voted to divide the town into 
three school districts." 

(( Voted that Peter Benson, Rich
ard Whitney, John Waters, Jotham 
Stebbins and Benjamin Farmer, be 
a committee for that purpose. 

THE FIRST SCHOOL HOUSES. 

The school house built in District 
No.1, was located very near the foot 
of Whitney hill. 

In District No.2, a Ii ttle south of 
the Round school house. In District 
No.3, near the house of Samuel B. 
Higgins. 

THE ROUND SCHOOL HOUSE. 

The Round school house was bu'ilt 
in 1822. « Old Thunderbolt,":;< or 
Dr. Wilson, submitted the plan to 
the building commi ttee, Dr. Wm. 
Perry and Samuel Stebbins, and it 
is the oldest school house now stand
ing and is never forgotten by those 
who Ii ve in or pass through the 
town for its grotesqueness; yet many 
gifted sons and daughters have 
passed from this to other places to 
win distinction as moral and intel
lectual educators. 

POST-OFFICE. 

From the first settlement to 1837, 
there was no post-office in town, and 

* See History of Brattleboro, page 63, 
supposed to have been an accomplice of 
he robber Lightfoot, who was hung. 

our people were troubled sometimes, 
to find their mail at Athens, Putney, 
and Newfane. 

Brazillai Stickney and Alvin Boy
den became impressed that better 
facilities might be had, and applied 
to General Martin Field of Newfane, 
then one of the prominent men of 
Windham county, in their behalf, 
and in 1837, the following route was 
established: "From Bellows Falls, 
by Saxton's River, Cambridgeport, 
Westminster West, Brookline, Fay
etteville, Williamsville, to Dover, 
Mondays, Wedn esdays and Fridays, 
8 A. ],f. and 5 P. 111., going; Tues
days, Thursdays and Saturdays, 8 
A. M. and 5 P. :hr., returning. Otis 
Bardwell, contractor; and the route 
started, Aug. 29, 1837. 

Nov. 27, 1841, it was ordered to 
commence the route at Cambridge
port, Athens, Brookline and Dover 
to ·Wilmington. This route contin
ued till 1850, when it was discon
tinued, and Brookline given a side 
mail from Fayetteville. 

POST-MASTERS 

fo, Brookline with date of appoint
ment: Solomon Harvey, Aug. 9, 
1837; Ephraim H. Mason, April 27, 
1839; Joel Codding, Dec. 24, 1840; 
Barzillai Stickney, J nne, 1846 ; Joel 
Codding, Dec. 18, 1849; Barzillai 
Stickney, June 23, 1855; Walter S.. 
Bennett, March 3, 1863; discontin
ued Sept. 14, 1868; Virgil W. Ran
ney, Feb. 27, 1880; Mrs. C. P . Stick
ney, 1891. 

MILITARY RECORD. 

A COMPANY OF MILITIA 

was formed in 1801. A commission 
at hand shows the appointment by 
his excellency, Isaac Skinner, Esq., 
of John Blandin, captain in the 
seventh company, the third regiment, 
first brigade, and first division, of 
the militia ' of this State. Mr. 
Blandin was discharged in 1803. 

This is the first company of which 
there is any account and may have 
been the one of which Francis Drake 

I 
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tells the story : "Where the officers I FIRST BA'l"IALION, U. S. A. 

had all been chosen and himself the 
only private left." 

ItEVOLUTIONARY SOLDIERS. 

Oui' settlers that were soldiers in 
the war of the Revolution were: 
Jathan Stebbins, 'rimothy Wellman, 
Jonath[l,n Wooley, Richard Whitney, 
Daniel Benson, Ebenezer Harwood 
and Samuel Rist. Harwood and Rist 
witnessed the surrender of COl'llwal
lis at Yorktown. 

SOLDIERS OF THE WAR OF 1812. 

Om soldiers in the last war with 
Great Britain were Maj. Timothy 
H. Whitney, John Holden, Lemuel 
Tyler Derry. 

SOLDIERS OF THE CIVIL WAR, 

1861-1865. 

4TH REGIlIfENT, CO. F. 

Hibbard G. Holden, Henry J. Bush, 
Samuel A. Fairbanks, Ira A. Higgins 

5TH REG., CO. E. 

Joshua A. Shattuck. 

8TH REG., CO. H. 

SIB H' ..' 
amue . 1991l1S. 

BLACKSMITHS AND SHOPS. 

The first blacksmith in the town 
is supposed to have been Delius 
Wellman, one of the first settlers. 

A blacksmith's shop was also 
built at an early day by Ebenezer 
Wellman, and occupied till washed 
awa.y by the June freshet, 1821; and 
his son Isaac was a blacksmith in 
the south part of the town. 

In 1820, Jacob Burditt came from 
Putney and built a shop, near the 
house where Mrs. V. R. Ford lives. 
I-Ie became a prominent citizen, 
and moved to Newfane about 1845. 

Norman C. March, from Green
fielcl, Mass., in 1840; married Augus
ta Perham of Athens in 1843, and 
devoted the most of his time to bla.ck
smithing, and has proved a useful 
citizen, holding the prominent offices 
of the town; representing it in the 
legislature in 1862 and '63. 

EARLY REMINISCENCES. 

'1'he settlers of Brookline endured 
the numerous hardships and vicissi-

Itudes of life that accompanied the 
WalTen B. Stickney, Alvin G. Hig lot of those who first penetrated 
gins, Albert H. Merrifield, Charles Ithese unbroken forests ; though the 
A. Cutler, Alonzo P. Bush, Marshall Indian's stealthy steps were no long
W. ~Wellman, William W. Perry. 

8TH REG., CO. 1. 

Albro V. B. Ford. 

9TH REG., CO. K. 

Denny E. Mason, Thomas S. Crane, 
John S. Barrett, Orlin N. Whitney, 
Lorenzo W. Bush, Everett W. 
Smith, Warren Allen. 

11TH REG., CO. G. 

Edwin A. Stebbins, Henry Cutler. 

12TH REG., CO. G. 

Albert Haywood, Lorenzo Rist, 
Winchester Smith, Everett W. Smith 

11TH REG., CO . 1. 

Herbert Mason, John Lamphear. 

I	er heard, there were the few cattle 
and the little flock to protect from 
the ravishing wolves, that on one of 
the prominent knolls in the south
westel'll part of the town, their favor
ite resort-used to collect, "and 
make night hideous with their 
howls," and the occasional meeting 
with and dispatching of bruin. 

A black snake, about 8 feet long 
was killed by Alvin Boyden, on his 
farm in 1829; and was preserved in 
the zoology cabinet of General Mar
tin Field, of Newfane-the only one 
of the kind ever seen in town. 

Abou t 1800, a boy by the name of 
Frye, in the employ of Josiah Taft, 
in attempting to ford West river on 
horseback with bags of corn, was 
swamped and drowned. 

About 1823, Holdrook Benson, 
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son of Pder liJ11i:iU ll, 011e of [,he first 
settlers, was frozen to death on the 
Windmill hill road. 

In 1856, Elmore Fairbanks a 
young lad of rnther weak mi.nd, 'fell 
upo~ an open jack-knife that he 
carned for self-defense' the knife 
entered his chest and ended his life. ' IEdson Higgins, 1831, 32, 33. ' 

In 1863, David Walker started for 
a trip to Dummerston' was frozen 
and found dead.' , 

In 1866, Andrew Blood was drown
ed while bathing in West river. 

ROADS 

were little known to the early pion
eer; marked trees were his guide
posts. 'l'he first jJassways or roads 
lead across the valley east and west; 
three of which have long ceased to 
be. The earliest business transac
tions took the people to Pu tney, as 
merchandise could be boated up and 
down the Oonnecticut river; there
fore these. roads were first sought for. 
'fhe first valley road that was built 
followed close under the hill upon 
the east side, and has been re-built 

Amos Hale, 1834. 
Isaac Walker, 1835. 
~phraim Parks, 1836, 7, 8, 9, 40. 
Samnel Outler, 1841, 42. 
Hiram Whitney, 1843 to MI, 51 to 67. 
Isaac Wellman, 1850. 

Everett P. Wellman, 1867 to 84. 


SUPERINTENDENTS OF SCHOOLS. 

John B. Stebbins, first superintend
ent, 1850 to 185'1. 

Ephraim H. Mason, 1857. 
Oscar O. Merrifield, 1858, 59, 60,62, 

63, 64, 05. 
Warren B. Stickney, 1861. 
Uharles Farrar, 1806 to 71. 
Oharles P. Stickney, 1871 to 86. 
Isabelle Shattuck, 1886. 

TOWN REPRESENTATIVES. 

at different times. J Benjamin Ormsbee, 1824, the first 
The. Windmill hill road was sur- I representative, and representative 

veyed in 1818 and the road that i in 1826, 27. 
now leads westward from this point IWilliam Perry, 1825, 28. 
to Townshend, in 1819, and the I Jacob Burditt, 1829, 30. 
country road, so called was built in ISamuel Stebbins, 1831, 32, 54. 
1828. . , 

TOWN OFFICERS. 

TOWN CLERKS. 

John Waters, first town clerk, 17115, 
96, 97, 99, to 1806, 09, 10, 11. 

Delias Riggs, 1798. 
Timothy H. Whitney, 1806, 7, 8. 
Samuel Fairbanks, 1812, 13, 14. 
Thomas Orane, 1815 to 20, 22. 
Benjamin Ormsbee,1820,21, 24 to 28. 
Alvin Boyden, 1828. 
Jacob Burdett, 1829 to 35, 38 to 41. 
Asaph Coy, 1835, 36, 37. 
Jacob Burdett, 1838 to 41. 
Oal yin 'l'. Barrett, 1841. 
Joel Oodding, 1842 to 46, 47 to 60. 
Edson Higgins, 1846. 
William Adams, 1860 to 67. 
Charles Farrar, 1867. 
William Adams, 1868 to 91. 

TOWN T.H,BASURERS 
. 

Abijah Moore, 1795 to 1806. 

Jotham Stebbins, 1806 to 181l. 

Sam~lel S~ebbins, 1811, 17, 18, 19,28, 

Damel BI~by, 1812 to 1'1, 20, 2l. 

Israel WhItney, 1822 to 28 29 30. 


Edson Higgins, 1833. 

Thomas Orane, 1834. 

Ephraim H. Mason, 1835, 36. 

William Adams, 183"1, 38, 40, 5l. 

Ephraim Park, 1839. 

Hiram Whitney, 1841, 42. 

Hubbard Eastman, 1843. 

John H. Osgood, 1844. 

Asa Flint, 1847, 57, 58. 

Joel Oodding, 1848, 49. 

Isaac Wellman, 1850. 

Daniel E. Whitney, 1852, 53. 

Samuel Outler, 1855, 56. 

John B. Stebbins, 1859, 60. 

Norman O. Marsh, 1861, 62. 

Chalmer W. Stebbins, 1863, 64. 

Oscar O. Merrifield, 1865, 66. 

Everett P. Wellman, 1867, 68. 

Erastus Whitney, 1869, 70,71,80, ill. 

Hiram M. Whitney, 1872, 73 . 

William P. Stebbins, 1874, 75. 

William W. Perry, 1876, 77. 
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Samuel B. Higgins, 1878, 79. 11885, Dan~~ Weilrnan, aged ~4 yrs.
Oharles P. Stickney, 1882, 83. " Temperance Pierce," 87 " 

" Mary E. Stebbins, " 58 "[The manuscript of this history was 
sent to liS in the spring of 1883, since 1886, Hiram Whitney, "82 " 
which the town of Brookline has added " Wm. P. Stebbins, " 54 " to her list of officers.] 

TREASURER. BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES. 

E. P. Wellman, 1883. V. 
N. W. Ranney, 1884 to 91. " ermont IS a good State to be 

born lll; but one should emigrate 
LONGEVITY. young," as Stephen A. Douglass 

1857, Nathaniel Hill, aged 90 yrs. said, .so ~t. se~ms to b~ wit~ the sons 
1859, Joel Codding. "74" of B1ookhne, but bel mOlil.ls ar~ of 

" Anna Woolley, "77" the ~rst rank, and the h~me Im
1860, W m. B. Root, "75" prestllOn.s that have been gIve? are 

" Fanny Outler, "73" saf: gUIdes to honorable posItIons 
1861, Ephraim Park, "80" abload. 

" Daniel Benson "98" Many of those who felled the first 
" Samuel Adam~, "80" trees and sowed the first .seed have 

1862 Calvin Barrett "92" left no other traces behmd them. 
1863: Ephraim H. M~son" 69 " Among thos.e who added largely to 

" Rufus Stebbins, "73" the prosp~r.lty. of the early days 
" Wm. Ranney, "89" w.ere Damel BIXby, TLamech Blan

1864, Betsy Whitney, "97" dm,. Rev. Isaa? Vi ellman, Oyrus 
186$, Lydia Follett, "80" WhItcomb, AblJah Moore, John 
1871, Susan Oodding, "78 " Waters and Peter Benson. '---
1872, Rebecca Orane, "92" 

PETER BENSON1873 Sarah Stebbins "86" 
" ' Edith Root, ' "91" was justice of the peace for many 
" Sarah B. Harwood," 85 ., years and moderator for Cown meet

1874, Edson Higgins, "79" ings and selectman. H~s opi.n!ons 
" Elizabeth Ranney, " 86 " were often sought and hIS deCISIOns 

1875, Wm. W . Perry, "69" were weighed with equal justice. 
1877, Mary B. Higgins, " 78 " 

JOHN WATERS1880, Mary Perry, "83" 

1881, Daniel \-Valden, "8~" was an active business man, and un

" Joel Rist, " 72 " doubtedly the best educated of any 
1882, Barzillai Stickney," 88 " of the early settlers; he taught 
1883, John Turner, "84" schools and was very ready with the 
1865, Huldah Benson, "77" pen. He was the first town clerk 
1866, Samuel Stebbins, " 83 " and held the office many years; was 

" Dorcas Adams, "84" many years a justice of the peace 
" Isaac Wellman, "76" and selectman; and was identified 
" Sarah P. Stickney, " 66 " with the business of the town more 
" Mary Barrett, "86" than any other man . 

1867, Samuel Follett, "89" I Of those who settled here about 
" Ira Outler, " 68 " 1780 and left descendants still liv 
" Samuel Butterfield," 80 " ing in town are; 
" Keziah Wellman, " 75 " 

EBENEZER HARWOOD," Patty Park, "83" 
1883, John B. Turner, "84 " represented by his son, Joel Har
1884, Sullivan Pollard, " 87 " wood, and grand-son, Otis Har

" Deliverance B. Well- wood, a worthy and respected citi-. 
man, " 77 " zen now 66 years of age, without 

" Fanny S. Whitney," 78 " children. 

http:mOlil.ls


BROOKLINE. 

'l'HlOTH,( \'1' ELLMAl\, 

represented by his son, Daniel Well
man, who is now living at the age of 
SO, and grandsons, Leverett K. and 
Allen O. Wellman, and great-grand
sons by Leverett: Arthur C. and 
George Wellman, and great-grand
daughter by Allen, Helen B. Well
man. 

DANIEL BENSON, 

represented by his son Daniel and 
granddaughters, Hannah- Adams 
and Lucinda Flint, and great-grand
sons, by Hannah, Ozro Adams; by 
Lucinda, John Flint. 

BEN.JA~IIN FLINT, 

represented by his son Asa Flint, 
and grandson Anson Flint, and 
great-grandson John Flint. 

EBENEZER WELLMAN, 

represented by his son, Isaac Well
man, who was a deacon of the Bap
tist church many years and a prom
inent business man in town; and 
his grandson, Everett P. Wellman, 
also a prominent man, and his great
granddaugh tel's, Abbie A. and 
Martha "Vellman; the former was a 
very successful school teacher and 
married Judge Andrew A. Wyman 
of Athens. 

RIOHARD WHITNEY, 

represented by his three sons, Israel, 
Ebenezer and Timothy H. Whitney, 
and grandson by Israel and Daniel 
E. Whitney, who has held the prin
cipal offices in town; and by a great
granddaughter, Bertha Whitney, 
and grandson by Ebenezer; Erastus 
Whitney , a bachelor, 68 years of 
age. 

THREE OLD HO)IESTEADS. 

There are three farms in town 
that with enlargements remain in 
the hands of the descendants of ,the 
original owners, the Rist farm: 

and bough t of J olluthall Boyden th e 
now so-called Rist farm. 

SA~fUEL RIST 

a few years after the close of the 
war, came and took possession of 
hi's brother's farm. He raised up a 
large family of children. His SOll, 

Andrew S. Rist, is a bachelor, who 
is now 66 years of age. 

JONATHAN OUTLER 

came from Fitzwilliams, Mass., in 
1799 and bought of James Walden 
the now Cutler farm. He was rep
resented by his son, Ira Cn tler, who 
married a daughter of Iasiah 
Rounds, one of the early settlers. 
Ira in his prime was a strong, reso
lute man, and spent much of his 
time in winter in hunting. [See 
farther the geneology in sketch pre
pared by the family.] The Cutler 
family were prominent members of 
the Baptist. church and added 
strength and wealth to the town. 

OHRISTOPIIER OSGOOD 

settled on land now owned by his 
son Luther, about 1790. Luther 
married a daughter of Ephraim 
Park, and moved to the western 
part of New York state, with the 
intention 'of making it his home; 
but the declining years of Mr. Park 
brought him back to Vermont, when 
he took possession of the Park's 
farm, and of his father's, and bent 
his energies to buildup a farm sec
ond to none in the valley of West 
river, and his broad fields of grass 
and well-filled granary indicate a 
successful farmer. He has take'll an 
interest in the politics and prosper
ity of the town, and has held the 
chief offices of trust in the gift of 
the town. His sons are Ephraim P. 
and Fred L., and grandsons, Her
mon and George. 

THO~fAS ORANE, ESQ., 

moved into Brookline from Rich
THOMAS RIST mond, N. H., about 1806, as the 

came from Su tton, Mass., in 1788, Ifirst generation of the settlers were 
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passing away. He entered largely CHARLES P. STICKNEY 
into the interests of the town; spent 

was born Oct. 10, 1840. His parentshis winters in teaching, was town 
though in limited circulllstances gave clerk six years; represented the 
him time to attend school. Hetown in the legislature; was select
worked on his fa ther's farm, taughtman 18 years; died in his 57th year, 
school, and by industry fitted for1836, 
college in 1861 ; bnt the war was 

BENJ A~fIN ORMSB EE I· then in progress and other causes 
from 1802 to 1830 held a leading al'l'estec1 him in his purpose. In 186() --.. 
position in the town; town clerk, h~ went ':Vest, a~d was estabhslllDg 
selectman, the first representative IhImself I.n busmess .when he was 
to the leo'isla ture. 

" 
WILLIAM ADAMS 

was born in Dummerston, this 
county, in 1810. His father moved 
to Brookline in 1819. At an early 
age, William Adams entered into 
tbe poli ti cs of the town, and for thc 
pust fifty years has been closely con
nected with its history. He llas 
been justice of the peace many years 
and qualified to draft legal papers 
which he has done for the people of 
the town. H e has represented the 
town and has been town clerk 23 
years. 

BAliZILLIA STICKNEY 

was born in J affrey, N . H. , Nov. 12, 

called to 1eturn to Vel mon t t.o care 
for those who had cared for hIm. In 
1869 he mal'l'ied Frances A. Hast
ings; a son was born to them in 1882, 
Canol VV. Mr. Stickney has held 
the office of constable four years, 
( 1883), and town superintendent of 
schools 13 years, and represented the 
town in the legislature, 1882 and 
83. He is in the full vigor of life 
and enters with earnestness into 
wbatever he undertakes. 

TIMOTHY H. WHITNEY. 

was born in "Waltham, N. H., in 
171"(, His father, Richard Whitney, 
moved to Brookline soon after and

Isettled upon the farm now owned by 
Otis. Harwood . He made . the first 

1792. He passed his early life in clearmg npon the farm and built the 
New Hampshire, Northern Ver- I house now standing. Timothy was 
mon t and Western New York. He an active boy and gained an educa
moved to Brookline in 1827, married tion through the limited sources of 
Sarah Perham, the oldest daughter those days, so that at eightllen, he 
of Jonathan Perham of Athens, one taught school; (page 12.) At 
of the first settlers of Athens. He twenty he was elected constable and 
was a carpenter and mechanic and served several years, and has been 
located here with the view of im- town clerk and lister ; in 1~19R, mar
proving the waters of Grassy brook, ried Abigail Blanchard of Waltham, 
to prosecute his business; but the 
volume of water did not meet his ex
pectation during the summer season, 
and he turned his attention to farm
ing. He interested himself in sup
porting the best of schools, and held 
those who held office strictly HC-

countable in rendering th eir ac
counts. He died in 1882, at the aO'e 
of 89. " 

FRANCIS MERRIFI ELD 

came to Bookline from Newfane in 
18H, and bought the original Flint 
farm. He raised np a large family. 

N. H., and se ttled upon the farm 
now owned by his son, Hiram Whit

.........
~ey. He was prominent in the bus
llless of the town, and rose from a 
private to a major in the militia, and 
enlisted in the war of 1812; was 
promoted colonel. In 1815 he moved 
to Athens, where he represented the 
town in the Legislature several years, 
was in the Legislature at the time 
Brookline was granted the right to 
elect a representative. He was judge 
of the County Court. He died at 
the age of 82 years. He is now rep
resented in town by his son, Capt. 
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Hiram, a man of few words but to 
the point, and a much esteemed citi
zen. He was bol'll in 1804-, married 
to Fanny Perham in 1828, has rep
resented the town at Montpelier, and 
held his share of its honorable offices 
wi th fidelity and honor. 

HIRA~f ~L WHITNEY, 

son of Captain Hiram, and grand
son of Colonel Timothy, was born in 
1829; has represented the town, and 
been one of the selectmen 14 years. 
His daughter, Laurett, brings up the 
honors of the family. Few women 
are more capable in the performance 
of the du ties of a household, or deft 
in cunning work that graces the wall 
of the hall of acounty fail', or adorns 
more pleasantly the rooms of her 
home. 

ARTHUR B. STEBBINS, 

son of John B. Stebbins, Esq., was 
born in Brookline, AU<Tust 16, 1858. 
His ininority was passed on the farm, 
gaining from his father the art of 
farming, and from his mother the 
culture for a noble manhood. He 
acquired a thorongh academical edu
cation. In the spring of 1878 he 
was clerk in the store of his brother
in~law, in Rochester, Minn., and on 
account of the severe and prolonged 
sickness of his father and his family, 
he being the oldest son was called 
home. He at once returned and 
took charge of his father's business, 
and in the spring remodelled and 
constructed a new set of barns, and 
gave his father's business a new im
petus. In the fall of 1880 he re-
tUl'lled to 'Hinnesota, as senior clerk 
of the same firm. While here he 
assisted one of the partners, unused 
to farming, in selecting stock for a 
farm he had bought out of the city. 

tion and purchase of thorough breeds. 
His selections met with such llearty 
success he decided to resign his posi
tion in the store and devote himself 
to agriculture. 

He married Hattie Bell, daughter 
of Daniel Lyon, then of New York, 
Sept. 23, 1883. His fath er urged 
him to remain on the old farm, bu t 
am bi tious to gain an independence 
by his own efforts, he and his wife 
left Vermont, Oct. 11, 1383; and 
upon the aired, fertile plateau of the 
Cumberland Mountains, T enn., hp, 
bought a tract of land, known in the 
early history of the country as a fa
vorite retreat of the red man, and in 
this delightful climate he had com
menced to build up and beautify a 
home, and gain for himself a lauda
ble notoriety in the agricultural 
world, but in the bud of his ambi
tion he was in an instant cutdownj
Jan. 19, 1886, he and his brother-in
law, George Lyon, were at work in a 
wood near the house, when a tall, 
oak stub, standing some 30 feet dis
tant fell, and stl'llckMr. Stebbins 
to the ground, breakillg the spinal 
column at the neck. So quick and 
sharp the deadly deed was done 
without .even rupturing the skin. 
'l'his sudden death seemed strange 
to all who knew him. 

His remain;> were brought home to 
Brookline for interment. He rests 
in the family lot beside his mother 
and brothel'. 

JOHN BLANDIN. 

BY CHAS. W. BLANDIN, RUTLAND, 
ILLINOIS 

. 
An early settler of the tenitory 

later known as the town of Brook
line, was John Blandin, born at At

Arthur was often consulted about · tleboro, Mass., in 1764, of French 
. this farm. It gave him excellent descent. He early identified himself 

opportunities for developing his with the general weal of the new 
genius in the ~den occupation. He settlement in all of its various efforts 
made the herd books a study; waR at advancement. Educational and 
sent to New England in the winter religious interests received his espec
of 1882, by some prominen t herds- ial fostering care. He early became 
men of Minnesota, to make a selec- I a clerk of the Baptist chnrch, and in 

I 
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1802, was with his brothel' Lamech, tended the district school of 10 
ordained as deacon, at the time weeks in summer and winter; but 
Amos Beckwith was ordained for when old enough to labor was lim
the pastor, which office he held as ited to the winter term. Under the 
long as he lived, until his death ill instruction of his father, an experi
1835. In 1784 he was married to enced teacher, he acquired the ele
Sarah Gray, at Brookline, and mentary , branches of an English 
moved onto an unbroken forest education His evenings were spent 
tract of land, that afterward became at home in the family circle. Thus 
the "Blandin farm," on which he was the period of his boyhood and 
spent the remainder of his life. early youth passed. When 15, he 
There were 11 children by this mar- united with the Baptist church. At 
riage, 10 of whom settled in life with the age of 18, he was impresBAd with 
families, all leading and useful mem- the importance of the gospel minis
bel'S of society. Mr. Blandin buried try. He commenced study with 
his first wife in 1821, and in 1823 , Rev. Phineas Howe, and BU bseq uen t
married Mrs. Sally Hubbell, of West IlY studied at Fl~anklin and Pierce 
Westminster, by whom he had three 
children, two of whom are living and 
take active part in life's duties. She 
died in 1855. 

Probably but 'few families have 
exerted a broader or more salutary 
influence in moulding the general 
welfare of this community than that 
of John Blandin 

CHARLES W. BLANDIN, 
the subject of the portrait-frontis
plate of this history, was the twelfth 
child of John Blandin, and the first 
by his second marriage, born in 
Brookline, Feb. 18, 1824. His 
mother's maiden name was Sally 
Holden, of Scotch-English parent
age. He 'has resided for the last 30 
years inRu tland, Ill. He is engaged 
in the retail drug and book trade, 
and is regarded as a reliable business 
man. 

He was married to Miss D. A. 
Johnson, of Elmira, N. Y., in 1850. 
They have one child, a son, Fremont 
C. Blandin, who has received a lib
eral education, and is a prominent 
lawyer and editor at Streator, Ill. 

academies and Brown university, 
preaching and teaching to meet his 
expenses. 

He married Bathsheba H. Phillips 
of Newfane, March 1, 1837, and was 
ordained in his native town the fol
lowing June. He was pastor, suc
cessively, in Brookline, Grafton and 
North Springfield, Vt., Northamp
ton, Boston and Dorchester, \\-oon "t.......,.;; 
socket, R. r., Greenfield, Jl.Ia-ss., 
North Springfield, Vt., again, Win
throp and Northampton. In nearly 
all of these pastorates reviyals were 
enjoyed, resulting in the encourage
ment and rebuilding of the churches. 
The most extensive revira.ls in con
nection with his labors were during 
his first pastorate of three years at 
North Springfield, when 84 were 
baptized into the church, and at 
Boston, in six years, 189. His long
est pastorate was 12 years,-it was 
his first in Northampton-during 
which he was elected 10 times a 
member of the school commlttee and 
for six years he was superintendent 
of the public schools, and, while 
thus engaged, the honorary degree 
of A. M. was conferred upon him by 

REV. DENZEL MANSFIELD CRANE. I Amherst college. There his remains 
were tenderly laid away" with hisDY MRS. D. H. CRANE. 
three sons, and only grand-son.

Denzel Crane was born in Brook
line, Feb. 29, 1812, and died at his BAP'l'IS'l' CHURCH HISTORY. 
son-in-Iaw's, Rev. r. R. Haskins, in By JOHN B. STEBBINS, ESQ. 
West Acton, Mass, Sept. 4, 1879, THE BAPTIST CHURCH IN BROOKLINEaged 67. He was the third son of 

was constituted in 1785, and be-Thomas Crane, Esq. He early nt
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longed to the Leyden and Windham 
Association in 1853, and has never 
failed to make its annual report. 
For several years the church had no 
ordained pastor. From time to time 
some brother was appointed to con
duct public worship. We notice 

AMOS BEOKWITH 

was ordained pastor, June 2, 1802, 
and Bros. Lamech and John Blan
din, deacons. The church having 
no house of worship, these ordaining 
services were held in Josiah Taft's 
new barn; and the record says 
"with decency, order and great sol
emnity." Bro. Beckwith's pastorate 
continued a year and a half, when 
again the church was destitute until 
Nov. 3, J808, when 

REV. ISAAO WELLMAN 

was ordained pastor and Daniel Bix
by deacon. Elder Wellman was pas
tor 12 years. His salary ranged from 
$40 to $75 per annum. His other 
source of income was an 80-acrefarm 
which he owned and cultivated. 

In 1810 the church enjoyed a re
vival, in which 40 members were 
added, and in 1817 there was an
other revival. 'The church flourished 
under the care of Elder Wellman 
until 1821, when he embraced open 
communion. 'The church called an 
ecclesiastical council on this account, 
the result of which was the with
drawal of their fellowship from Bro. 
Wellman as a Baptist minister. 
Three years later, Bro. Wellman re
nounced his open communion senti
ments and was fully restored by the 
church. After the dismissal of Elder 
Wellman in 1821, Elder Hibbard 
supplied the church eight months. 

ELDER BELA WILOOX 

was invited, Jan. 2, 1823, to preach, 
which he did with great satisfaction 
to the church for three years. March 
17, 1826, the church voted to settle 
Bro. Wilcox with us for five years. 
April 26 the church gave him a call 
to be ord ained, but he declined. 
Aug. 25,1826, the church called . 

BRO. DAVID CUTLER 

to the ministry, and just one year 
after ordained him as pastor. Dur
ing the next year the church in East 
Townshend was organized, and 
about 70 members were dismissed 
from Brookline to 'l'ownshenu, re
ducing the Brookline church about 
one-half. 

The church was prosperous while 
under Elder Cutler's care, his labors 
being very useful. 

DEA. OALVIN BARRETT 

was received from Windham church, 
July 7, 1827. His letter says "that 
he has served as deacon of that 
church over 20 years. " He was 
chosen deacon of this ch urch also, 
which place be filled with great ac
ceptance until his death in 1862. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL. 

Feb. 25, 1828. The church voted 
to organize a Sunday school in town. 
Rev. David Cutler. Thomas Crane 
and Alvin Boyden,' superintending 
committee. This school has con
tinued to the present time, wi th bu t 
short vacations. 

BRO. CRANE 

was invited to preach Dec. 24, 1830. 

A BRO. PERRY 

from the ~Iarlboro and Newfane 
church was called, and preached 
about one year, and was succeeded 
by Bro. George Phillips from the 
same church, who preached here un
til 1834. 

BRO. DANA BROWN 

succeeded Bro. Phillips. Bro. Brown's 
pastorate continued to 1836. 

BRO. DENZEL M. CRANE 

was then called and was ordained by 
this church, June 1, 1837, it being 
the same day the present house of 
worship was dedicated. 

Elder Crane continued his labors 
here till June 15, 1838. Rev. John 
Baldwin, from Jamaica, succeeded 
him, till the spring of 1841, when 
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BRO. SAMUEL KINGSBURY, JR., 

from Windham, was called to the 
pastoral care of the clmrch, and 01'

dained on the 18th of November fol
lowing. 

The church prospered under EI
del' Kingsbury's care till 1849. In 
the autumn of this year a fatal epi
demie passed through the town, and 

REV. J. D. DONAVA},T 

was next pastor from 1873 to 18'Hi. 
From May, 1876, to 1880, Re'. 

Charles D. Fnller was pastor. Thi, 
, pastor was stricken down with par
alysis, resigned and moved to Brat
tleborol

May 1, 1881, Rev. Charles Farrar 
was recalled as pastor, and sen'ed a 

this devoted servant of God, his such till June 1, 1884, when he rp.
wife and three children, the entire Itired and moved to Oalifornia with 
family, deceased within the short 
space of two weeks, and the wife's 
father and mother about the same 
time. 

REV. RUFUS SMITH 

accepted the pastorate in the winter 
of 18Ml-50, and was dismissed by 
letter, March 28, 1852. Sept. 21, 
1851, Bros. Calvin T. Barrett, Fran
cis Merrifield and O. W. Stebbins 
were elected deacons. Dea. Francis 
Merrifield left a legacy to the church 
of $250. 

BRO. C. B. SMITH, 

then principal of Leland and Gray 
seminary, Townshend, this county, 
was called to surply the desk in 
April, 1854, and] ebl'l1ary, 1855, he 
was ordained pastor and remained 
wah till August 7, 1859. 

From 1859 to 1862, the desk was 
supplied by Bros. Ohas. Frost, 
Whitcomb, Wheeler, Bl1l'rows and 
others. In 1862 Rev. J. P. Hunt
ington was pastor nine mon ths, suc
ceeded by Rev. Sem Pierce. Fail
ing health obliged the latter to re
tire in the spring of 1865; he was 
succeeded by 

REV. CHARLES FARRAR, 

July 1st, the same year, whose pas
torate continued to 1871, when he 
was dismissed to Warwick, Mass. 
During this time the house of wor
ship was greatly improved, largely 
through the efficiency of the pas
tor's wife, Elizabeth Farrar. 

REV. WM. A. A. j\fILLARD 

was pastor from 1871 to 1873. 

his family, ag'ed 85 years. 
Since June 15, 1884, 

ltEV. 1. D. BURWELL 

of Saxtons River, has supplied the 
desk, half the time, and as acting 
pastor till May, 1887, when Rev. H. 
V. Baker of Rhode Island, accepted 
the pastorate, which continued two 
years. About 540 members have 
belonged to this chUTch. It has or
dained six ministers and licensed 
several others, among whom are 
Eliot P. and Austin A. Merrifield . 

This church has had two meeting 
houses. The ' first a temporary 
building, without :floor or other fin
ish, except a small desk, attached to 
the frame on one side. 

In 1836-7 the preseD t su bstan tial 
brick edifice was erected. 

Though often without a pastor, 
the church has always sustained 
discipline and the Christian ordi
nances. It has dismissed many 
members, who have become pillars 
of strength, to some of the churches 
in the large cities and in the grow
ing West. 

We cannot close this sketch with
on t offering a tribu te of love and 
respect for the faithful dead and 
absent, whose names and doings are 
here record ed : 

DEACONS. 

William Thomas, Lamech Blandin, 
John Blandin, Daniel Bixby, Isaac 
Wellman, Harry Oary, Calvin Bar
rett, Jonathan Outler, Luke B. 
Osgood, C. S. Boutwell, Francis 
Merrifield, Calvin T. Barrett, Chal
mer W. Stebbins and O. C. Merri
fiel d. 

----.. 
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CLERKS OF THE CHURCHES. surprise; but their story being 
Daniel Bixby, Archalas Bixby, John heard, they were told. their alarm 
Blandin, Thomas Crane, Anthony .must have been occaslOned by the 
Mason, C. W. Stebbins and John B. shouts of a party of surveyors that 
Stebbins. had passed over the mountain that 

THE INDIANS. 

BY JOHN B. STEBBINS. 

r- Soon after the settlement of this 
town, the inhabitants of the north
ern part of the town, which lies in a 
deep and narrow valley, were startled 
one day by the report that the In
dian war-whoop had been heard in 
the southern part of the town and 
along the hill sides. They all rush 
out and listen. 

The most incredulous are satisfied 
that it is real. What shaH be done? 
There rises abruptly on the easterly 
side of this town Athens and New
fane, 15 miles one unbroken line of 
hill, about 1,000 feet high above the 
main valley, and a range nearly as 
high on the west. They at once de
cide to do their best to escape across 
the mountain to the settlement in 
Putney. 

But one man is sick and cannot 
walk; shall they leave him? No, a 
litter is hastily prepared, the sick 
man laid upon it and placed upon 
the shoulders of the most athletic, 
and the mixed party of men, women 
and children move off hastily. 
Closely the mother clasped the hand 
of her trembling child at her side; 
she thought of the Dustan family, 
the massacre at Bloody Brook-.
scenes fresh in their minds-horror 
thrilled the nerves of the weaker, as 
they were startled by the crackling 
of dead limbs, or the creaking and 
groaning of some half fallen tree. 
On and up,-the sick man is aban
doned,-the summit is at last 
reached. The frightful foe has not 
yet closed in upon them. Two 
miles of gradual descent was be
tween them and the residence of 
Captain Jewett; this distance was 
soon accomplished; the party hauled 
up before the captain's door. They 
quite took him and his family by 

day. They treated the whole com
pany to mush and milk for supper 
and stored them away as best they 
could for the night. The next day 
the party returned to Brookline and 
found their homes just as they left 
them; but these mothers felt almost 
as though their dear ones had been 
reclaimed from a terrible fate. 

The sick man (Eliphalet Skinner). 
was found alive where he had been 
left the day of the flight. He re
gained his health and lived to a. 
good old age. 

C. T . BARRETT. 

BY MRS. E. C. BOOTH. 

As an eccentric person few are so· 
generally known and remarked as 
our deacon and townsman, Oalvin 
T. Barrett. A part of his life has 
been brilliant and noteworthy as a 
godly, upright man, acquainted al
most to a line with the constructions 
of the Bible and other religious doc
trines, also as a lover and instructor 
of music. The practice as a teacher 
of singing-schools, having brought 
him to an almost intimate acquaint
ance with a large part of the people 
in Windham county. 

Some parts of his life have been a 
bewilderment from insanity, at. 
which periods he wanders about,. 
chart-drawing, or giving concerts. 
and other entertainments. 

THE OUTLER FAMILY. 

FROM MRS. JANE BENNETT CUTLER. 

Samuel Outler was born in Fitz
william, N. H., Aug. 13, 1796. 

In early life he came with his 
father to Brookline. He learned 
the trade of carpenter and builder, 
which he continued more or less 
during his life. 

Feb. 17, 1817, he married Ruth 
Phillips, daughter of John Phillips, 
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:Esq. of Marlboro, this county, a 
very estimable woman. ~he died 
.January, 1833, leaving three sons 
and one daughter. 

June 5, 1834, he married for his 
second wife, Sally Phillips, a second 
daughter of John Phillips, and had 
by this union one son, J oh n H. 
Outler. 

In 1828 he purchased a farm near 
the centre of the town, owned by 
Dr. William Perry, where he re
sided until the last two years of his 
life. In 1836-37 he built for him
self a substantial brick house. 

In 1855-56 he was sent by his 
townspeople to the Legislature, be
ing called the third time to an extra 
session caused by the burning of the 
State house. 

In 1854 he sold his farm and 
moved to Brattleboro, to spend the 
remainder of his days. He died 
Aug. 3, 1866, aged 70 years. 

Luther, his first son, died in in
fancy. 

Jonathan, the secoud son, was a 
good scholar. At the age of 20, he 
went to Boston, where he was suc
cessful in business. 

In 1848 he married Loretta E. 
Abbott from Windham, daughter of 
Deacon Hart B. Abbott. After 
some years he returned to Vermont 
and settled in Brattleboro, 1851

He died in 1867 at the age of 45 
years, leaving a son and daughter. 
The son, Fred A., for several years 
has \)Ben in the office of A. 1. & L. 
E. Kelly, real estate agents in Min
neapolis, Minn. 

Samuel, the third son, left Brook
line at the age of 20 for Boston, 
where he has been engaged in busi
ness till the present time, residing in 
Boston the first 10 years, since then 
at Somerville, Mass. 

In 1851 he married Sarah Jane 
Bennett of Brookline. 

They have four children, the old
.est, Samuel Newton, a graduate of 
Harvard college, class of 1877; 
Frank Ernest, Ella Florence and 
Jane Ruth, all of Somerville. 

Albert, the fourth son, in early 

life went to Minnesota, spending the 
most of his time in farming. He 
died Feb., 1883 . 

John H. Outler, the youngest son, 
married Martha A. Fisher, daughter 
of George Fisher, Esq., and has since 
gone to Tracey, Minn., where he is 
engaged in farming. He has one 
daughter, Laura J ., born in Brook
line, who lives with him in his west
ern home. 

THE STEBBINS FAMILY. 

JOTHAM STEBBINS, 

son of Benjamin and Jerusha Steb
bins, born at Brimfield, Mass., April 
21, 1761, married Phebe Ellenwood, 
who left children: Samuel, Rufus 
and Phebe. He was a soldier of the 
Revolutionary war. He moved into 
Brookline in 1787, and settled on a 
farm, where he lived till his death 
in 1850, aged 89 years. He was of 
English Puritan descent and very 
tenacious of bis religious principleil. 

SAMUEL STEBBINS, 

oldest son of J otham, was. t years old 
when his parents mowd to Vermont. 
He married ,sarah, the oldest daugh
ter of Dea. John Blandin. and set
tled on a farm adjacent to his fa
ther's,where he lived until his death 
in 1866,aged 83. He was an enterpris
ing farmer and prominent citizen of 
his town; patriotic and public-spir
ited ; kept a close run of the State 
and National politics; thrice elected 
to the Legislature, and holding 
many of the positions of trust. He 
had four sons and one daughter, who 
lived to maturity. 

Eli M., the eldest son, died at 
Brown university at the close of his 
second year, 1839, aged 25. 

Elvira, the only daughter, died in 
1845, aged. 25 years. 

JOHN B. STEBBINS, 

third son of ~amuel, born in 1824, 

received a fair academic education 

at Leland and Gray seminary, and is 

now (1891) living on a farm near 

the centre of the town. He has ever 
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been prominent among his towns
men, as a reference to the list of 
town officers will show, one of the 
corporators of Windham County 
Savings bank, and for several years 
one of its directors. 

In 1847 he married Mary E. Bar
ber, eldest daughter of Dr. Geo. tV. 
Barber, formerly of Wardsboro. She 
died June 21, 1885, leaving two sons 
and one daughter. 

Arthur, eldest son of John B. 
Stebbins, was accidently and instant
ly killed at Skene, Tenn., Jan. 19, 
1886.-See previous notice by Mr. 
~tickney. 

SAMUEL E. STEBBINS, 

son of Samuel, born 1830, is now a 
section farmer in Dakota, and a 
member of the Territorial Legisla
ture. He was a Union soldier in the 
war of the Rebellion, and since the 
close of the war has spent several 
years at land surveying in the 
Nortwest for the United States gov
ern men t and the Northern Pacific 
Railroad Company. 

Charles Q., the youngest son of 
Samuel, resides in Townshend, this 
county. 

RUFUS STEBBINS, 

second son of J otham, resided on the 
farm with his father. He married 
Clarissa, daughter of Dea. John 
Blandin, and raised a family of 11 
children: Thomas, Clarissa, Chal
mer, Adin, Sarah, Jonas, Christana, 
Vashti, William*, Edwin, Jotham. 

'l'homas is a farmer, Adin is an 
artist, Edwin a dentist, Jotham a 
Methodist clergYIFan, and Chalmer 
and William are well-to-do farmers 
in town; they have both represented 
the town in the Legislature and held 
many other honorable positions of 
trust. 

Clarissa and Vash ti are settled in 
town; Edwin at Shelburn Falls, 
Mass.; the others are in Minnesota. 
Sarah and, Christana are deceased. 

Phebe, only daughter of J otham, 

·X·William P. Stebbin5, of Brookline, 
died March 12, 1886, aged 54 years. 

married J oab. Holland of Towns
hend, and raised a large and respect
able family. 

EDWIN ALONZO STEBBINS, 

son of Rufus and Clarissa (Blandin) 
Stebbins, born in Brookline, July 
10, 1837, passed his boyhood days on 
the farm, attending public school in 
the Round school house, and the 
academies in Townshend, Spring
field and Brandon. 

He studied dentistry with Dr. E. 
M. Bissell, and began practice in the 
winter of 1860-61 in South London
derry. 

He enlisted in Co. G, 11 Reg. Vt. 
Vols., and was appointed corporal 
on being mustered into United 
States service, Sept. 1, 1862, and 
was promoted to sergeant, 1863; 
Company quartermaster-sergeant, 
Dec. 28, 1863; first sergeant, Jan. 
28, 1864; first lieutenant, June 2, 
1865. 

The regiment was stationed in the 
defences of ·Washington, D. C., till 
May, 1864, when it was ordered to 
the front and joined the 2d Brigade 
(old 1st Vt. Brigade), 2d Div. 6th 
Army Corps, at Spotts,ylvania, Va., 
with which it served tIll the end of 
the war. 

When the regiment was discharged 
a few hundred of its recruits were 
kept in service to do garrison duty, 
with a sufficient number of officers 
for command. This battalion was 
stationed at forts on the Potomac 
river, a few miles below Washington. 
Lieutenant Stebbins was post quar
termaster at Fort Foot, and quarter
master of the battalion till they were 
ordered to be discharged Aug. 25, 
1865. 

He succeeded Dr. E. M. Bissell, 
dentist at Shelburne Falls, Mass. 

Was elected president of the Con
necticut Valley Dental Society, Nov. 
5, 1885. 

He was one of the organizers of 
the Franklin County Sunday School 
Teachers' Association (ullion) in 
1876, being elected its president in 
1877, and its secretary eight success
ive years, from 1879. 
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THE FRANCIS MERRIFIELD Iwhen he joined his brothers in the 

He was a delegate from Massachu
setts to the International Sunday 
School Oonvention at Atlanta, Ga., 
in 1878. 

He married Jane P. Nutting of 
Groton, Mass., May 12, 1861, who 
died at Shelburne Falls, Mass., Sept. 
15, 1877. 

He married A. Adella Smith of 
Holyoke, Mass., Nov. 28, 1878. 
Ohildren: George Edwin, born Jan. 
27, 1882, and Lucy A., born June 8, 
1883. 

The doctor is also treasurer of 
the board of trustees of Shelburne 
Falls Academy, and a trustee of 
Arms Academy, completed and dedi
cated in 1880. 

. 

Emery E. studied medicine. He 
was an army snrgeon, for some time 
in a rebel prison. He is now farm
ing at Macon, Mo. 

Edwin S. Sherman, is a very in
telligent farmer,and an active church 
member. He has a son who is a 

' Baptist minister. 
H. r. Turner is a well to do farmer 

in Dover. 
S. J. Greene, is a retired farmer. 
Charles tl. White, is a farmer in 

Grafton. 
Leonard B. Merrifield went to 

Mendota, where he engaged in a 
drug and book store, and traded in 
real estate for several years, and is 
now an organ manufacturer. 

O. O. Merrifield remained on the 
homestead in Brookline till . 1880, 

F AMILY. 

Francis E. Merrifield bought a 
farm on West river in Brookline, and 
moved on to it with his wife and 10 
children in 1840. One son was born 
to him in Brookline, making 11 
children in his family.. At the time 
he came to Brookline no member of 
the family professed religion, but 
subsequently the parents and all the 
children, except Leonard, became 
actiye mem bel's of the Baptist church 
in Brookline, and Leonard joined 
the church of the same denomina
tion in Dover. The father was for 
a long time deacon of the church in 
Brookline. They were all very reg
ular and constant in their places in 
the choir (they all sang,) in the 
Sunday school, and wherever duty 
called. Mr. and Mrs. M. brought 
up their family to strict, orderly, 
moral and religious habits, and most 
rigid industry and economy. Yet 
they were very generous towards all 
religious purposes. 

The children are all still living; 
all are married and have families. 

Elliot P. took full collegiate and 

organ business at Mendota, Ill. He 
was a very active and useful citizen. 

Oharles Brooks, is a well educated 
Baptist minister. 

Albert H., served in the Union 
army nearly through the war. He 
was a druggist at Amboy, Ill., for 
several years, but finally joined his 
brothers in the organ business at 
Mendota; since moved to Ottawa, 
Ill. 

THE ADAMS FAMILY. 

SAMUEL ADA.MS. 

born at Lancaster, Mass. , July 10, 
1781, came to Dummerston, Vt., 
when a young man and learned the 
slater's business with Peter Willard. 

Nov. 27, 1805, he married Dorcas 
Hale, who was born at Oakham, 
Mass .• Jan. 13, 1782. She was a 
woman of great endurance, and de
voted her life to the cares and inter
ests of her family. She died in 
Brookline, July 15, 1866, aged 84 
years. 

Ohildren: Three sons, bol'll at 
theological courses, and is a Baptist Dummerston: 

clergyman. Samuel N., born July 6, 1807; 


Austin S. took a theological William, born July 15, 1810, and 
courtle. He has been for several Ohauncy, born Nov. 9, 18J4. 
years a State missionary in Kansas. I February, 1819, the family came 
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to Brookline, and settled on a farm 
near the centre of the town. 

Samuel N., married Laura Orms
bee, of Newfane, where he owned 
and kept the principal hotel for sev
eral years, after which he kept a 
provision store in Boston, Mass. He 
died in Newfane, Sept. 1, 1851, aged 
44 years, and his wife, Nov. 2,1885. 
They had a daughter, Mary, who 
married F. W. Cole of Glencove, 
Y.N. 

is 'President of "The Star" Associa
tio-n at Washington, D. C. 

GEoIfGE WILLIAM ADAMS, 
son of Chauncy Adams, was born in 
Lima Indiana, in 1839; was edu
cated'at the University of Michigan 
for the law, but entered journalism 
in Washingt.on, D .. C., in 1860, 
which profession he has followed 
ever since. He was the representa
ti ve of the New York World in 

WILLIAM ADAMS IWashington for 19t years; of the 
, ChicaO'o Times, 13 years; the Bos

son of Samuel, married Sai'ah E.,.a ton Herald, 14 years; the St. Louis 
daughter of Brown Osgood of .thls Republican, 5 years, and at brie!er 
town, Oct. 2, 1834, and h~s resIded periods of the New York EVem?1g 
on his father's homestead III Brook- Post Cincinnati Comme?'cial, LOUlS
line, to the present time. ville' Courier-Journal, New Orleans 

They had oue daughter, Mary El- Picayune, and Charleston News and 
vira, born Oct. 19, 1835, and three 
sons. 

James Henry, born August 8,1837, 
died Jan. 13, 184~ ; Charles H. born, 
Nov. 23, 1839, died Jan. 12, 1840, 
of dip theria, and both buried to
gether. . 

John C. born Nov. 25, 1842, died 
Nov. 25, 1844, from a scald by fa11
ing into ~ s:na11 kettle of hot water. 

Mr. :W'llham Adams, al~ho?~h a 

Courier, and St. Louis Globe-Dem
ocrat. He is one-thil'n owner of 
the E/vening Star newspaper in 
Washington, one of thE> largest pl:Op
el'ties of its kind in the Umted 
States, and president of the com
pany which publishes it. He served 
through the entire war as a co1'1'es
pondent, and was the witness of 
many eventful scenes i~ the nation's 
history, being present III the lobby 

farmer all his life, has by hiS dilIgent of the theatre when Booth assas
habits and early rising, been a man sinated Lincoln and in the room at 
of extensive reading, and being of a B. and P. stati~n, when Giteau shot 
legal turn of mind, has devoted I?~1Ch IGarfield. He has a wife and three 
of his attentio.n to legal and. polItICal daughters, has a fine residenc: in 
subjects. This has made him a nat
ural leader in politics. He has been 
Brookline's free lawyer, and for 
many years he has drawn up most .of 
the legal papers .for th~ town and l.tS 
inhabitants. HIS offiCIal record wIll 
appeal' with his ~ownsmen. . 

Chauncy studIed law, .marned 
Catharine Brown of J amalCa, set
tled in Indiana, where he carried on 
mercantile business for a time. He 
received an appointment under 
President Polk, in the patent office 
at Washington, where he died Sept. 
28, 1862, and his wife on Feb. 1(1, 
1885. 

Children: Geo. W. and John Q. 
George was for some time a news

paper correspondent and reporter. 
Has now for several years been a 
journalist of considerable note, and 

the most desirable portion of Wash
ington. He holds from President 
Arthur a commission as president of 
the board of trustees of the Reform 
School of the District of Columbia, 
a United States institution. Mr. 
Adams is the last one of the male 
line of the Brookline fami ly. 

GEORGE W. ADAMS DEAD. 

The accomplished journalist died 
at his home in Washington, D. C., 
Oct. 10, 1886. 

THE LUKE B. OSGOOD 

FAMILY. 


LUKE B. OSGOOD, 


born in Newfane, May 18, 1772, was 

one of a family of seven children, 


http:Washingt.on
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left orphans during the Revolution
ary wal', and through the privations 
and hardships attending -that early 
period, arrived at the age of man
hood. He married Sally Thompson 
of Hubbardston, Mass. They set
tled in the northeast part of New· 
fane, which was subsebuently an
nexed to the town of Brookline, 
where they reared their family. 

VVnl. H. Osgood married A;telissa 
11'1. Rice, March, 1836. They both 
died in the spring of 1853, leaving 
three children: 

Moses R., now a railroad engineer 
in Oonnecticut. 

Oaroline M., wife of I. R. War
ner of Saxtons River. 

Gertrude P., wife of Rev. O. A. 
Piddock of Middletown, Conn. 

Sarah E., wife of W m. Adams, 
for account of whom, see ' Adams 
family of Brookline. 

WILLARD E. OSGOOD 

married Hannah Park and moved to 
Minnesota in 1864. He engaged in 
lumber business and land specula
tion; he died suddenly at Minneap
olis, Jan. 8, 1880. His widow and 
daughter, Frances H., now reside in 
Worcester,Mass., near her daugh
ters, Marion, wife of Geo. Fisher, 
and Martha E., widow of Edwin R. 
Morse. 

lVIary Jane Osgood, wife of John 
A. Farnsworth of Saxtons River, 
adopted the two orphan daughters 
of Wm. H., with whom they lived 
until their marriage. 

UKE B. OSGOOD, JR. 

married Cyntha Jones. He moved 
to Beloit, Wis., in 1846, and after
wards to Minnesota. He traded in 
land, and once made a journey to 
Pike's Peak, on a trading excursion. 
He was an extensive farmer, and 
had the reputation of being a kind 
neigh bor, ready to help the unfor
tunate. He died at Garden City, 
Minn., Jan. 1, 1884. 

HARRIET L. OSGOOD, 

wife of Alollzo Damon of Hubbards
ton, Mass., was married Oct. 3,1840. 

She and her youngest child (a boy 
four years old), were suddenly killed 
at a railroad crossing at Winchen
don, Mass., Feb. 5, 1858. They 
with Mr. Damon were crossing the 
track when an engine came upon 
them. When the train had passed 
and Mr. Damon had recovered his 
consciousness, he found the head of 
his little boy lying at his feet. Its 
body was picked up in nine parts. 
The lifeless form of his wife was 
carrier! farther on by the engine. 
She left a son, Eugene A., who died 
in early manhood, 1875, and one 
daughter, Mary Jane, who resides 
at Hu bbardston with her father. 

Elizabeth L., wife of J. E. Ells, 
was married Jan. 1, 1846, moved to 
Rochester, Minn., where they lived 
20 years ; thence to Kansas City, 
Mo., in the vicinity of which ·place 
they still reside near their daughter, 
Alice, wife of J. Templer, grain 
dealer. Their son, James E. Ells, a 
farmer, resides at Lake Benton, 
Minn. 

Mrs. Wm. Adams and Mrs. J. A. 
Farnsworth having always resided 
in this vicinity, have been valuable 
members of society. 

Luke B. Osgood, senior, spent his 
days in Newfane and Brookline, and 
died at the age of 74, his wife hav
ing died eight years previous; they 
became firmly convinced of the 
truths of the Ohristian religion in 
their early married life, and were, 
with other believers, baptized by his 
brother, Rev. Emory Osgood. (One 
of the early Baptist ministers of 
Vermont, and father of the late 
Rev. Sewell M. Osgood, who labored 
eight years in Burmah, under the 
direction of Rev. Adoniram Judson, 
and died in Chicago, Ill., after sev
eral years' service as district secre
tary of the Western States for for
eign missions.) Mr. Osgood was an 
industrious, successful farmer. 

BENNETT FAMILY. 

BY DR. LEMON BENNETT. 

The ancestors of the Bennett fam
ily came early from England, .and 

~ 
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settled in Rhode Island, and for sev
eral generations were mainly seafar
ing men. 

::::;amuel Bennett, the grandfather 
of the wri tel', wi th three of his broth
ers, served as soldiers during the 
Revolutionary war. He held the 
office of drum-major. 

Soon after the close of the war he, 
with his wife, whose maiden name 
was Rebecca Shaw, and several of 
his connections came to Putney, Vt., 
and he was one of the first settlers 
on Putney West Hill. Here he raised 
a family of five sons and seven 
daughters. His son, 

SAMUEL BENNETT, 

In the fall of 1849 a terrible cal
amity came upon the Bennett fam
ily, a most malignant type of typhus 
dysentery (ship fevE'r) was brought 
into the neighborhood from the sea
board, and my father and mother 
and brother and sister Kingsbury, 
and their three beautiful children, 
the entire family, seven in all, took 
it and died in the short space of six 
weeks. Other members of my fa
ther's family had it, but recovered, 
though with broken constitutions, 
and :Mary only survived a few years. 

Jane Bennett married Samuel 
Ou tIer of Brookline, then a mer
chant of Boston, Mass., where they 
have since lived . He is a deacon in 

mv father, married Sarah Read, Ithe Baptist church and a man of 
daughter of John Read of West Put- some wealth. They have two sons 
ney,a woman of most excellent mind Iand two daughters. 
and character. They lived on the 
home-place, and took care of grand
father and grandmother. He was a 
man of great industry and economy, 
and accumulated considerable prop
erty. 

He was one of the worst sufferers 
in the accident that occurred at the 
raising of the Baptist church at 
Brookline. The bones of his legs 

Ellen Bennett, my youn est sis
tel', married Rev. Luman ~inney.
They have no children. 

Of the three sons: 
Walter married Vashti E. Steb

bins, daughter of Rufus Stebbins, 
and he still lives in this town. 

Warren Bennett and family live in 
Pu tney. 

The writer of this fitted for col
were very badly broken and crushed, lege at the Lealarid aud Gray semi
and ever after he was very lame. nary at Townshend; was at Water-

About 1839 he bought the Dr. ville college, Me, now Oolby univer
Perry place in Brookline, to which sity, three years; graduated at Dart
he moved his family and where he mouth in 1848, and went to Tenne
liyed till his death in 1849. see in 1849, where he was engaged 

He had a family of four sons and in teaching till the war broke out, 
five daughters; one son died in in
fancy. 

He and his wife were staunch Bap
tists, and three of his daughters, 
Maria, Louisa and Ellen, married 
Baptist ministers. 

Maria Bennett, the oldest, married 
Rev. Nathaniel Oudworth, who was I 
educated mainly at Hamilton, N. Y., : 
and was a very successful pastor and I 
eminently a good man. He died 

when his teaching South ended. In 
1861 he removed to Iowa. 

. 
[Cont%nued by M1'S. Jane B. Cutler.] 

Samuel Bennett died, with his 
son Samuel Jr., Sept. 23, 1841,aged 
83 years. 

MILY RECORD 

F_~ • . 


Samuel Bennett, Jr., born III Put
ney, Aug. 30, 1791, marrie.d Dec. 14, 

some years since, and his widow,son 1819, Sarah Reed, born 111 Putney, 
and daughter now live in Boston, 
Mass. 

Louisa Bennett married Rev. 
Samuel Kingsbury, who was the pas
tor of the Brookline Baptist Ohurch 
at the time of his death. 

Nov. 23, 1794. 'rheir children, all 
born in Putney, were: 

Maria, born Oct. 9, 1820 ; married 
Sept. 1, 1841. . 

Lemon, born ApI'll 8, 1822; mar
ried July 30, 1851. 
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Walter S., born June 5, 1824; 
married Jan. 1, 1850. 

Louisa, born March 13,1826; mar
Tied Dec. 27, 1843. 

Warrell, born April 11, 1828; mar
Tied Dec. 25, 1855. 

Simeon, born March 2, 1830; died 
Aug. 8, 1831, aged 1 year 5 months. 

Sarah Jane, born .May 6, 1832; 
married May 13, 185::'. 

Mary E., born Jan. 29, 1834; died 
Oct. 27, 1854, aged 20 years. 

Ellen C., born Oct. 14,1836; mar
ried Dec. 17, 1856. 

Samuel Bennett, Jr.; died Sept. 
25, 1849, aged 58 years. 

Sarah Reed Bennett died Oct. 
17, 1849, aged 55 years. 

DR. LEMON BENNETT 

graduated at Dartmouth college and 
took a partial medical course. He 
was an excellent scholar and a suc

speak mOTe in the history of Lud
low. ] 

Jane, Mary and Ellen Bennett, 
inmates of Mrs. Cudworth's family, 
and students at the old Black River 
seminary some years, were class
mates and friends. Mary Bennett 
was an estimable young lady. Even 
to-day, we regret her death in the 
fresh flower of young womanhood, 
and she stands in memory before us 
as we write. 

IVe are happy to-day to open the 
leaves of our history for these friends, 
and to put them in there to live for
ever.-Ed. 

GEORGE }{ASON. 

was born in Putney, Dec. 31, ] 831. 
His parents moved to Brookline the 
next year, and he passed his boy hood 
in that town. In 1851 he began his 

cessful teacher. He was principal collegiate studies with Prof. Ward 
of an academy in Eastern Tennessee at Saxtons River, and continued 
for several years. He was also for a them at Westminster until 1854, 
few years in the drug business in IVhen he entered the U nlversi ty of 
Ohattanooga. Vermont, and graduated in 1858. 

Being a thorough going abolition- He subsequently received the degree 
1st, when the war of the Rebellion of Master of Arts in course from his 
broke out he was compelled to flee Alma }fater. During his vacations 
to the free States, and settled on 400 he was engaged in teaching until 
acres of land he had previously 11863. 
bought in the town of Murray, Ia. In 1862 he was married to J 08e
He is now a well-to-do farmer at phine N. Buffum, in Oxford, Mass., 
that place. He married Elenor and the following year removed to 
Wright,and has three sons and three Washington, D.O., where he has 
daughtcrs. since resided. 

Walter S. Bennett, who still lives From 1863 to 1868 he was in gov
in . Brookline, has four daughters. ernment employ, in the office of the 

Warren Bennett married Frances Paymaster General of the army. 
E. Morse. He res;ded on a farm in In 1868 he graduated from the 
Brattleboro 15 years, and then pur- Law Department of Columbia 001
chased the Winslow st,ock farm in lege and was admitted to the bar of 
Putney, where he now resides. He the district. He has successfully 
has two sons and one daughter. engaged in the practice of law and 

[This intelligent family, of a high in real estate business. 
moral and religious character, were In 1869 he served on the school 
a good acquisition to the society of board of Washington city, to which 
Brookline. Mrs. Maria Bennett position he was elected by the Oity 
Uudworth, whose husband was pas- Oouncil. 
tor of the Baptist church in Ludlow, George Mason was a son of Eph
in our school days, is one of the wo- raimH. Mason, who was a prominent 
men whom we have always rem ern- man here for more than 30 years, 
bered preciously. Of whom we shall representing the town in the Legis

I 
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lature of 1835 and 1836, and grand- i Oct. 22, 1867; Alice 0 , b. Aug. 10, 
~on of Ant~ony .Mason, who moved 1869; Mabel A., b..July 10, 1~75. 
lllto town III 1796, and was one of ' Albert H., born III Brookline, 
the most stilTing business men of the June 1, 1842; married in Amboy, 
town. Ill., Aug. 25, 186 ~/, to Lucia D. 

Tooker, born Nov. 17, 1850. Ohild-
BRIEF OF jjfERRIFIELD FAjjrILY ren: Albert W., born Oct. 7, 1869 ; 

RECORD. 

Francis E. Merrifield, born in 
Newfftne, Dec. 4, 1793, married Sa
rah O. Kimball, April 2, 1823. She 
was born April 22, 1800. He died 
in Grafton, aged nearly 90 years. 
She died in Brookline, June 27, 
1847. Ohildren, all but the young
est born in Newfane. 

Elliott P., born Feb. 8, 1824; m. 
.May, 1856, Judith S. Huntington of 
Chester, b. Dec. 24, 1830. Ohildren: 
Betsey F., b. Oct. 28, 1859, d. Feb. 
18, 1864. Flora L. 

Sophia R., b. Mar. 30, 1825 ; m. 
April, 1849, Edwin F. Sherman of 
Dover, b. March, 1821; d. 1872. 
Children: Uyrus 8., Lillie E., b. 
April , 1854, d. J uue, 1873; Gertie 
S., b. Aug. 24, 1857. 

Emery A., b. 1826; m. 1855, Mar
tha E. Morgim. One child, Frankie. 

Mary Jane, b. 1828; lll. 1851, 
Henry r. Turner, b. Putney, 1824. 
Ohildren: Eva J., b. May 1853 ; d. 
Sept. 185() ; Emma S., Oharles H. 

Sarah K, b. 1829, m. 1855, S. 
Jefferson Greene, b. Mass. Ohildren: 
Willie A., Nellie, Oarrie R. b. 1831, 
m. 1860, to Oharles S. White. Ohild
ren : Minnie 0., Mattie S., Albert 
0., Arthur F. 

Leonard B., b., 1834 ; m. Mary 
Oushman. Ohildren: Albert, Lou
isa W., Lilla. 

Oscar 0., b. 1835 ; m. Marcia M. 
Oudworth. Ohildren: Hattie J., 
Fred 0., Annie S., Frank, Ida M.; 
Grace, d. an infant. 

Austin S., b. Apr. 1, 1837, m. 
Aug. 1866 ; Lizzie Hills, b. in Brook
line, 1843. Ohildren: Irving, Alton, 
Oyrus, Beulah H. 

Ohristina E., born June 20, 1829 ; 
married in Dover, Sept. 10, 1862, to 
Oharles Brooks, born in Holden, 
Mass., Feb. 8, 1830. Ohildren : Idel
la, b. Nov. 10, 1863; Albert L., b. 

Oarrie M., born Jan. !:l, 1872; Sim
eon A., born Jan. 18, 1874; Ulara 
K, born July 18, 18~'6, 

[Mr. Stickney's papers resumed. ] 

WARREN B. STICKNEY. 

was born in Brookline, Dec. 3,1837, 
fitted for college at Power's Insti
tute, Bernardston, Mass.; entered 
Amherst Oollege, 1859; enlisted in 
8th Reg. Vt. Vols., Nov. 19, 1861; 
promoted to a lieutenancy in 99th 
Reg. U. S. O. r.; organized and was 
superintendent of first public colored 
schools in New Orleans, 1863, '64, 
and of Freedman's Bureau, in north
western Louisiana, in 1865; princi
pal of Greenfield and Ohicollee, 
'Mass., High schools, 1867, '68 and 
'69; received the degree of A. M. 
from Amherst Oollege in 1868 ; elect
ed superintendent of Oity schools 
and member of State Board of Rdu
cation, New Orleans, La., 1869 ; was 
over four years in the army, partici
pating in the sieges of Port Hudson, 
and Mobile; while organizing and 
superintending the colored schools 
in New Orleans, matured a plan 
which resulted in giving the freed
men of Louisiana the best system of 
public schools organized for them 
in any State, and in 60 days after, 
appointed as superintendent of 
Freedman's Bureau of N. W. Louis
iana, he put 32,000 colored laborers 
under contract, receivin g for every 
one of the recen tly emancipated 
slaves some compensation for his or 
her labor. He married Sept. 28, 
1865, Olive B., daughter of U. S. 
Darling of Leyden, Mass., who grad
uated under Hiram Orcutt, A. M., 
at Glenwood Ladies' Seminary at 
West Brattleboro, class of 1864, to 
whom one son, Olement R. Stickney, 
was born Oct. 14, 1866. At present, 
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Edwin G., died at the age of SIX 
Johnson's Natural History, in two 
( 1881,) Mr. Stickney is publisher of 

years, at Newport. 
large royal octav.o volumes of over 

PROFESSOR WALKER.1500 pages, and 1500 engravings, 

with residence at Ann Arbor, Mich. 
 Versal Jesse Walker was born on 

a little hill farm in Brookline, over
looking the richer farms in the mead

THE JESSE W ALKER FAMILY. lows in the vale of Grassy brook ~ 

born Feb. 22, 1824. 


RON. ELLIOT WALKER In a few years two other children 

was born in Brookline, Feb. 25, 
 had come to the home on the Brook
1822. He prepared for college at 
line hill, but the dear boy, Versal, 

"Townshend Academy; at 22 entered never lost the warm place he found 

Colby University, at Waterville, Me., in his mother's heart that cold morn

and graduated in 1848. He then i ing he first came to earth. From his 

went to Brandon, Vt., as principal very childhood it was not he to win 

of the Seminary there, where he re- a choice thing and lose it again. At 

mained two years. seven, at ten, he was an active and 


He commenced studying law in bright boy, did up the farm chores 

Brandon and finished with Boutelle promptly, attended WIth much zeal 

& Noyes at Waterville, Me., and the district school, but at 13 lost his 

was admitted to the bar in Novem- father. It was a hard blow; fortu

ber, 1851, and the same year went to nately he had a mother of good 

Corrina, Me., and took charge of courage and wisdom at the helm, 

the academy there for two years. In and a judicious elder brother it was 

1853 he came to Newport, Me., and his ambition to equal. He followed 

commenced the practice of law, and him at Townshend at 19, at Colby 

has remained in the practice of his University at 21. At college "He 

profession here ever since. was particularly distinguished for 


He has held various town offices proficiency in the sciences and math

and in 1866 and 1872 represented ematics, and took high rank in the 

the towns of Newport, Stetson and languages" H.e was four years at 

Plymouth, in the State Legislature the old Waterville college and grad

of Maine,-these towns comprising uated with the honors of his class. 

a legislative class. In 1880 he ",as He was principal of the New Lon

elected judge of the Probate Court don academy in New Hampshire, 

and of the Court of Insolvency for and a few years later principal of 

Penobscot county for four years, and the academy at China, Me. Here he 

held the office until the close of 1884. found the lady who afterwards 

He was nominated that year for re- became his wife. He continued 

election, but the political party by teaching ill the Eastern States for 

which he was elected failed to carry some years, but in 1855 went to Cal

the county. ifornia, where he engaged both in 


Mr. Walker married Sophronia B. business and teaching four years, 

Coffin of Waterville, Me., in 1852, and returned. The year 1859 he 

who is still living. They had four came back from California, married, 

children: located in Winona, Minn., and im-


Sarah C., married Howard C. At- mediately commenced teaching 

wood and lives in Fairfield, Me. She there. He established the first High 

has two children living, a son and a school in that city; was afterward 

daughter. elected to the joint office of princi-


Jane W., married James T. Foot- pal of the High school and superin

man, and died in 1881 ; no children. tendent of the city schools of Win


William E., married Florence ona, which position he filled until 

Huntington; lives in Bradford, Me., elected to the professorship of the 

is a practicing physician. Latin language in the University of 
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Minnesota, in 1869, which position From the 23d of November to Dec
he accepted and honored with ember 12, there were six seasons of 
marked ability and acknowledged baptism, in which 26 persons were 
suecess." U In Memoriam," pu blished baptised and joined the Baptist 
after tho funeral, by the univel'sity. church, among them several names 

(( For several yeal's Professor familiar to you, viz: William Ad
Walker was secretary of the State ams, V. J. Walker, C. W. Blandin, 
Educational association, and at one and five others on the same day, and 
time its president. He was one of between November 23 and December 
the few who never sought office, but 12, E. P. Merrifield, (a Baptist min
who always gave character to posi- ister,) Louisa Bennet, who subse
tions of trust and responsibility. quently became the wife of Rev. lVIr. 
For three years he was a member of Kingsbury, J. B. Stebbins, Samuel 
the' Board of Education of Minne- Cutler, Sophia R. Merrifield, Fran
apolis; secretary of the board, sup- cis E. Merrifield, his wife Sarah C., 
erintendent of the schools. Under A. Judson Walker, and Emory Mer
his management the schools were I field, (now Dr. M.)" 
prosperous. The governing princi- At Boston, Prof. Versal J. Walker 
pIe of his life was to do well and and Miss Snsan P. Hanscome were 
thoroughly everything he undertook. united in marriage by Rev. Denzel 
The secret of his successful life was M. Crane, Aug. 3, 1859. It is 
found in this, that he was ready to pleasant to see at the professor's 
meet the demand of each hour. He 
-brought few if any burdens from the 
past to oppress him in the present, 
and when on May 17, 1876, the sum
mons came bidding him 'go up 
higher,' he was ready. His life work 
was completed faithfully and well. 
He approached the grave 

" Sustained and soothed 

By an unfaltering trust." 


"Like one who wraps the drapery of his 

couch 

About him and lies down to pleasant 
dreams." 

Thus far beantifully speaks his 
university for his Brookline profes
sor. 

Versal Walker had commenced to 
prepare for this event-the close of 
the earthly life-in Brookline. To 
look back, in the late autumn, we 
see a little party approach toward 
the waters of the valley of Brookline 
for baptism, the youth Versal, of 17 
is there, comes to receive the first 
rite of Christianity. He has resolved 
to become a Christian man. 

U He and C. W. Blandin and my
self, were a trio of boys whose births 
occurred at very nearly the same 
date, and we always took a special 
interest in each other. He was bap
tized at Brookline, Nov. 30, 1841._ 

marriage officiating, the friend of 
his youth from the dear, old birth
town. It is pleasant, Denzel M. 
Crane and Versal J . Walker were 
the two most gifted men ever born 
in Brookline. UPraise no man 
while alive." They are dead and we 
may praise them. 

He did his last day's work at the 
University, lY~ay 11th; died a f~w 
days after; hIS old foe, neuralgIa, 
met him; went suddenly to the 
heart; his wife and aged mother 
were with him. Few die so peace
fully as the good professor. 

The exercises _at the University 
were suspended. It was the first 
death of one of the fhst officers; 
officers and students draped with 
black, professol's were pall-bearers; 
Winona, too, sent her mourners; he 
rests where he closed his labors. 

He left an estate, $20,000, no 
children. His wife, still his widow, 
resides at La Cross, "Vis. 

PAPER BY JOHN B. STEBBINS, ESQ. 

Of Jesse Walker, father of Judge 
Elliot Walker and Professor Versal 
J. Walker, I know but little, except 
that he was a farmer of moderate 
means and had the repu tation of be
ing a very worthy man. He was 
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born at N ewfane in 1778, and mar
ried Waity, fifth daughter of Dea
con John Blandin, in 1820. They 
owned a 100-acre farm in the south 
part of Brookline, where he died in 
1837, leaving his widow with three 
sons, Elliot, Versal J., Andrew Jud
son, and one daughter, Waity Jane, 
on this poor farm. 

The farm was sold for $800. With 
these small means, the widow by 
dint of good management, industry 
and economy of the whole family 
got the two oldest boys through col
lege. See sketches of Hon. E. and 
Prof. V. J. WalkeI'. 

Andrew Judson, third son, bol'll 
in Brookline, Jan. 20, 1829, ob
tained a good academical education 
and went to Califol'llia in 1849, 
which was just then being opened 
to the States. There he engaged in 
various enterprises. He made and 
lost fortun es, but finally returned to 
Vermont, about 1862, with a large 
property. 

In 1863 he married Louisa K., 
daughter of Dr. George W. Barbel' 
and sister of Mrs. J. B. Stebbins. 
She was a young lady of grace and 
dignity. They have three sons: 
George Jesse, born in La Cross, 
Wis. , 1864; Willis Judson, born in 
Brookline, Vt., 1866; Arthur Sam
uel Barber, born in Osborn, Mo., 
1870; and one daughter, Jennie 
Louisa, born in Osborn, Mo., 1871. 

For the last few years the family 
have Ii ved at Hastings, Neb. George 
was offered a cadetship at West 
Point, but he preferred the life of a 
citizen to that of a soldier. 

Waity Jane, the only daughter in 
the family of Jesse W riker, born 
1835. She was a superior scholar, 
studied Latin with success at ten, 
graduated at Fairfax; died 1858, of 
a fatal epidemic at .Newburyport, 
Mass. 

Mrs. Waity Blandin Walker, the 
honored mother is living (1887) at 
the age of 88 years with her son, 
Hon. E. Walker of Newport, Me. 

PAPER FROM MRS. B. H. CRANE. 

Thomas Crane, Esq., the father 

of Rev. Denzel M. Crane, was co
temporary with the Blandins and 
the Stebbins and intimately asso
ciated with them all his life in the 
interests of the town. He was of 
English origin, and his children so 
resembled thoir ancestors my hus
band was often taken for an Eng
lishman in his travels on the other 
continent, 1869. --. 

Thomas Crane and his wife, Mrs. 
Rebecca Crane, when about 40 years 
of age, united with the Baptist 
church. They had eight children, 
of whom three sons and two daugh
ters that reached maturity, married 
and were active men and women. 
The youngest was the wife of Dea
con Chalmer W. Stebbins and the 
mother of his children. 

Mother Crane at the time of her 
death, had reached the age of 92 
years and retained her faculties, 
mental and physical, to a remarka
ble degree. The removal of her 
parents to town when a child of two 
summers was an event fresh in mem
Ol·y. 

While pursuing his studies at 
Pierce Academy, Mr. Crane sup
plied the Baptist church in Rayn
ham, and 47 united with the church 
through his teachings. 

During his ministry of 42 years he 
baptized 458 persons, married 359 
couples and attended about the same 
number of funerals. 

MRS. SOPHRONIA MASON GIBSON, 

a daughter of Ephriam H. and Pru
dence Hills Mason, was born in 
Brookline, and received a good aca
demical education. In 1855 she 
married John M. Gibson, a native 
of Scotland, a gentleman of talent 
and culture. With him she re
moved to Canada West, where they 
spent their lives in the cause of edu
cation. She died in 1873, and her 
husband survived her a little more 
than a year. They left a large fam
ilyof children, of whom the eldest, 
Miss H. E. Blanche Gibson, is the 
present efficient matron of the Ver
mont Asylum for the Insane at 
Brattleboro. A second daughter, 
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Florence A. L. Gibson, is supervisor 
in the same institution. A son, 
John Mitchell Gibson, is a student in 
medical department of the U niver
sity of Vermont. 

BROOKLINE IN THE FIRE-WAVE. 

May 25, 1886, parts of the Wind
ham county Vol. V., including 16 
pages of Brookline with the type, 
stock, paper, etc., were utterly con

sumed, and no insurance; to refur
nish, begin and reset work paid for 
the second time, all new help, good, 
but to get acquainteil with the hard
est of typognphical work, a local 
and gene010gical history, filled with 
names, we have worked at a disad
vantage, but believe us, Vermont, 
hard for you this time, so in the 
midst of otherwise deserved criticism 
remem ber mercy. 
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HALIFAX. 

By REV. H. EASTMAN. 

HALIFAX, Chose Lieut. John Thomas as a Del
is ~ post-town in the south part of egate to Cary the :votes for a Judge 
Wmdham county. It lies 25 miles of. Probates. to GI~ford. Voted to 
east from Bennington, and nine adJourn .thIS meetmg ~o the third 
southwest from Brattleboro. The Tuesday lU June at 11 0 clock in the 
town wa~ chartered May 11, 1750, fournoon. * ~ * June 16, 1778, the 
by Benmng Wentworth to Oliver freemen of thIS town met according 
Partridge and 63 others, Mr. Went- to adjnrnment. Chose James gray, 
worth himself being one of the town Clerk. ChoRe Capt. Hubbel 
grantees. Wells doct., William Hill and Mr. 

The settlement of the town was Israel Guild, selectmen. Chose Jas. 
commenced in 1761, by Abner Rice Gray, town treasurer. Chose Mr. 
from Worcester Co. Mass. He was Amos Pebodyand Doct. Wm. Hill 
joined by others from Massachusetts Constables." There are many othe~ 
in 1763. '1'he time the town was 01'- to,,:n officers of minor importance 
ganized is not precisely known but whICh we do not give. 
was about the year 1770. '1'he' first The religious denominations form
town clerk of whom any information erly . were Congregationalists and 
has been obtained was Samuel BaptIsts. A Congregational church 
"Yoodward, and the first representa- ~vas organize~ i:u 1778, and a meet
tlVes, Hubbell Wells and Edward lUg-house bUIlt lU 1782. Their first 
Harris. settled minister was Rev. David 

The following is a copy of the G?o~all, :vho was the first settled 
recor~s of t?e first town meetings mIm~ter lU the to,,:n.. He ~as set
held m HalIfax of which we have 
any knowledge: " at a Town Meet
ing Regularly Warned and held at 
Hallifax, on tuesday, the third Day 
of March, 1778, Chose Capt Hub
bel Wells, moderator. it was Put to 
a Vote whether whether the town 

tled.m 1781, and dIsmIssed lU 1796. 
Then second minister was Rev. Jesse 
Edson, who was installed over the 
church Nov. 23, 1796, and died Dec. 
14, 1805. He was succeeded by the 
Rev. Thomas H. Wood, who was or
d3:i~ed Sept. 17, 1806. Several other 

would Accept the Constitu tion of the mImsters afterward served this 
State of Vermont. It Pased in the church for longer or shorter periods, 
affirmative. Chose Capt. Hubbell 
Wells and Ens. Edward Harris to 
Represent the town at a General 
Court at Winsor. 

Attest: JA:HES GRAY 
Town cierk. 

at a meeting of the freemen of 
the town of hallafax, legally warned 
and Held in Hallifax, aforesaid, on 
the 9th Day of April, 1778, Chose 
Capt Hubbel Wells moderator, 

but the church h~s ceased to exist as 
a regularly orgamzed body, and for 
manJ: years preaching has not been 
sus~am.ed.. The meeting- house, 
whICh IS sItuated at West Halifax 
is now occupied one-half the time by 
the Universalists. 

BAPTIST CHURCH. 

The first minister who preached 
in town was a Mr. Evans, a Baptist 

http:sus~am.ed
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minister. Mr. Evans was succeeded 
by Elder Warren. The Baptist 
church was organized in 1793, and 
its first settled minister was Abner 
BemiR, in 1796. He was succeeded 
by Paul Holmes, and Mr. Holmes by 
Samuel Fish, in 1821. 

Mr. Fish was born in town, Oct. 
13,1788, and is now (lS70) 82 years of 
age, and is the only settled minister 
in Halifax. Since his settlement in 
IS21, he has preached in town upto 
the present time, 'fith the exception 
of nearly two years spent in Guil
ford, an adjoining town, making a 
pastorate of abou.t half a century 
over the same society. This venera
ble and much respected minister is 
enjoying a serene old age, calmly 
awaiting the Master's call. The Bap
tists now have the meeting-houses 
about two miles apart, and two small 
societies in town. The Methodists 
have never had any organized socie
ty in town, but have had a few resi
dent members and occasional 
preaching. 

Perhaps no town of the same pop
ulation has raised up and sent out 
more ministers of different denom
inations than this. At least 22 have 
gone out, some of them quite emin
ent men, such as Elijah Plumb, D. 
D., Rev. Sumner Everett, missiona
ry to Constantinople; and Rev. Chas. 
Scott, Congregationalists. Rev. Ap
pleton Danforth, missionary to Bnr
mah; H. C. Fish, D. D., of New
ark, N. J.; Rev. Ross Burdick, and 
Rev. Judson Tucker, Baptists. Rev. 
Hosea Ballou, Universalist. 

No town perhaps has been more 
famous for rum selling and rum 
drinking in by-gone days, but for 
the last 30 years no merchant, or 
inn-keeper has sold alcohol as a bev
erage in town. 

Widow Scott, R. Crosier's daugh
tel', one of the first settlers, now liv
ing within one mile of where she 
was born, has always lived in town, 
is now 94 years of age, and is able to 
give some statistics of the history of 
the first settlers. Widow Scott's 
mother, one of the first settlers, 
lived in town, and died aged 105 

years, 5 months. Three brothers py 
the name of Crosier were among the 
first settlers in the year 1762 or '63. 
The first female born in town was 
Dea. Moses Leonard's wife, named 
Pratt. 

The first physicians were, Drs. 
Hill, Ransom, Richardson, Cobb, 
etc. In 1795 Judge Darius Bullock 
was chosen town clerk and served 
the town 37 years, until he died. He 
often represented the town in the 
Legislature, and always held offices 
of trust. 

About the year ISIZ a Mr. Rice 
died here, aged 112 years. The years 
IS05, ISI2, and ISI3, were the pe
riods of the most remarkable mor
tali ty. 

In August, 17SS, there was a ter
rific hurricane which prostrated the 
woods to a very great extent. This 
accounts for the numerous little 
mounds or hillocks in differen t parts 
of the town. 'This township is wa
tered by North and Green rivers. ,...The former runs through the western 

.......
and southern part, and the latter 
through the northeastern. They 
are both large and commodious mill 
streams, and tbe mill privileges are 
numerous. In the branch of North 
river, on the farm of Henry Niles, is 
a succession of cascades extending 
about 100 rods. The falls are from 
15 to 20 feet each, and are over
looked by the pl'ojecting rocks on 
the right in ascending the stream. 
The place is visi ted by the curions, 
and the scene which presents itself 
is rugged, wild and romantic. The 
surface of the township is uneven, 
but there are no mountains worthy 
of notice. On tht-' ma.l'gin of North 
river is a cavern called Woodard's -." 

cave or Dun's den. It is 25 feet in 
length, five in width and the same 
in height. The sides and top are of 
solid rock. This is also a place of 
resort for the curious. The soil is 
generally of good quality, well 
adapted to the production of grass, 
and much attention is devoted to the 
raising of cattle and the keeping of 
dairies. The people are mostly in
dustrious and wealthy. The timber 
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is principally beech, maple, birch, beep accusto~ed t o move, and for 
ash, hemlock and Spl'llCe. The town which he~' hablt~ were formed. Sh6 
is divided into 14 school districts, has assoClated WIth those who were 
with as many school houses. At of the same faith, and were cheered 
the centre is a handsome brick school by the same hopes. Interwoven as 
house, 42 by 24 feet on the ground, the Jewish religion :was wi.th ~he 
in which the languages and higher w~ole structm:e .of sOCIety,. mlDgh~g 
branches of literature have usually with all t~le cIvil. and sO?lal affall's 
been taught a part of the year. and relatIOns of hfe, their country, 
'l'here was also formerly a school for in the estimation of th e Jew, would 
young ladies, in which the higher have .been .the. best on the earth, 
branch es and drawing, painting and ev~n If then hIl~s had been. com par
music were taught. atlvely barren hills, and then valleys 

far less fmi tful than they were. 
A. HISTO RICAL DISCOURSE DELIVElt- ! Great care was take~ in Ancient 

Israel to preserve the history of fam-
ED IN WEST HALIFAX, THANKS ilies, as well as of the several tribes, 

and of the nation. Accurate grmealGIVING DAY,. 1847. 
ogies were kept of seperate families, 

II Kings 4:13. "I dwell among important events were noted, and 
mine own people." whatever of interest was not put on 

When Canaan waa first settled by record was preserved by tradition. 
the Israelites, a certain portion of The frequ ent narration of the impor
land was given to every citizen, who tant incidents which had been ac
had the right to transmit it to his cumulating for many generations 
heirs. By no act of his could this must have been attended with no 
land be forfeited to the family long- small degree of interest, especially 
er than till the next jubilee which to the younger members of the 
occured every fiftieth year. This family. 
arrangement gave permanency to It might be supposed that in an 
the location of families. It was age of so much reading as ours, and 
characteristic of a Jew to entertain where there is no end to the demand 
a peculiar attachment to his own for the making of books, tha t the 
nation, his tribe and kindred; and history of separate ('.ommunities 
especially to the old estate where his would be carefully preserved, so that 
fathers hadlived for many successi ve the people might be well inform
centuries. ed in the llistory of their own imme-

When the Shunammite woman was diate neighborhood. But in this 
enquired of by the servant of Elijah, respect we are sadly ddicient. The 
how her kindness to the prophet records of this town throw but little 
should be reward ed-asking if she light upon its early history, and the 
would not "be spoken for to the generation that was conversant with 
king; or to the captain of the host," the first settling of the town has 
that some royal or distinguished Ipassed away, with the exception of 
favor might be bestowed upon her, a single individual, now upwards of 
such, perhaps, as would elevate her 105 years of age, so that the sources 
rank in society; she made this simple of infQrwation are not very abund
hearted but significant reply, " I ant. Such information, however, 
d well among mine own people." She in relation to the history of the 
d welt among her kindred, among a town as I have been able to glean 
people with whom she sustained the from different sources I shall present 
same rank in life; who were of sim- in this discourse. 
ilar customs and like sympathies Before entering upon the history 
with herself. Witlr them she wish- of the town, I will briefly allude to 
ed to still to dwell, to continue in the early history of Vermont. The 
the same sphere in which she had first settlement in Vermont was 
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about a mile below Brattleboro, 
made under the supervision of the 
government of Massachusetts in 
1724. * 

But New Hampshire claimed ju
risdiction over the territory now em
braced in the State of Vermont, 
and was invested with authority by 
the British Crown b extend her 
laws over the district, give grants of 
townships, superintend and direct 
in their settlement. When she had 
exercised this authority to some ex
tent for several years, the govern
ment of New York laid claim to 
Vermont as their province, and in 
1763 this claim began to be urged 
with forcible measures, ejecting 
from their lands in several instances, 
those who had purchased in and 
settled upon the New Hampshire 
grants, ani!. under the patronage of 
her government, because they would 
not purchase their lands of the gov
erDlllen t of N ew York. 

This brought Vermont into col
li sion with New York, New Hamp
shire, and to some extent with Mass
achusetts during a series of 26 years, 
embracing the period of the Revo
lu bonary war. These claims were 
all yielded in favor of Vermont in 
1789; and in February, 1791, she 
was received into the Union as one 
of the Federal States. 

The town charter Of Halifax was 
gi ven by the gMernment of New 
Hampshire, May 11, 1750. '.rhe 
township embraces in its charter a 
territory of (j miles square. This 
was to be divided in to lots three
fourths of a mile square consisting 
of 360 acres in each lot. One of 
these lots was assigned to each of 

.x·Becley's History of Vermont, pp. 65, 
66. An egregious mistake. We let it 
stand as example when a mistake has 
gone into history how hard it is to erad
icate it. See First settlement at Chim
ney Point, in the history of Addison 
by Hon. Jh. W. Story, vol. I, page ---. 
See paper by Hon. David Read, vol. II 
on Fort Ann and First Settlement in 
Vermont. By incontrovertible record 
in history the first settlement appears to 
have been in the little County of Grand 
Isle in the bosom of the Champlain.
A1dhor. 

the 62 grantees, reserving two lots, 
Olle for the first settled minister and 
one for the benefit of schools. 

The charter provides "that before 
any division of the said land be 
made to and among the grantees, a 
tract of land as near the centre of 
the said township as the land will 
admi t of, shall be reserved and 
marked out for town lots, one of 
which shall be allotted to each 
grantee of the Contents of one acre." 
This reserved land at the greograph
ical centre of the town, was designed 
to serve the pu rposes of a garrison 
in case there should be war with the 
Indians. H ere each grantee might 
erect his block-house to wbich he 
migh t retire with his famil y on short 
notice, in case of danger while the 
coun try was new, having an acre of 
ground which he could cultivate as 
a garden. But the Indians gave no 
trouble to the early settlers of Hali
ffl,x and the land reserved for pur
poses of defence has long since been 
otherwise disposed of. 

Th e charter required the payment 
~ 

of Olle ear of Indian corn by the 
grantees on the 25 th of Dec. (Christ
mas)" if lawfully demanded." And 
for the space of ten years, commence
ing with 1750. Also commencing 
wi th 1761 it required of every land 
holder. "One shilling procl amatioll 
money for every hundred acres he 
owns or settles, or possesses, and so 
in proportion for a greater or less 
tract of the said land, which money 
shall be paid by the respective per
sons above named, their heirs or 
assigns, in our own council cham bel' 
in Portsmouth, or to such officer or 
officers as shall be appointed to re
ceive the same, and this to be in 
lieu of all other rents or services 
whatsoever." Dedu cting the high
ways and other pu blic lanes exempt
ed by the charter from taxes, the 
proclamation mouey would have con
stituted an annual revenue to the 
Crown of abou t $20. 

It was also required by the char
ter that five acres of land should be 
planted and cultivated "within the 
term of five years for every fifty 



HALIFAX. 411 

acres" owned as individual property. 
In case of failure on the part of any 
gran tee to fulfill this condition, his 
whole share was forfeited to the 
Orown. This condition could not 
have been fulfilled as no one settled 
in the town for ten years after the 
charter was given. Nor is it known 
that the claims of the grantees were 
ever questioned on this account. 

It was demanded also by the char
ter, "that all white and other pine 
trees within the said township fit for 
masting our Royal Navy oe carefully 
preserved for that use, and none to 
be cu t or felled wi thou t His Maj es
ty's especial license, upon the pen
alty of the forfeitnre of the right 
of such grantee." This condition 
probably has never been violated to 
any great ex tent. 

When there should be fifty fami
lies settled in the town they were to 
"have the liberty of holding two 
Fairs." The time of holding them 
was to be the last Mondays in the 
months of April and September, and 
not to continue longer than the Sat
urday of the week upon which they 
were held. These fairs were de
signed to be occasions when buyers 
and sellers of all kinds might mee t 
at a certain place for the purposes of 
trade. If such a cnstom had been 
introduced, a 'week in the Spring and 
also in the Fall of the year would 
have been convenient seasons. The 
people could then have accomplished 
most of their trading in stock and 
many other things for the year on 
those occasions. The cHstom of 
holding such fairs has prevailed ex
tensi vely in England and other 
European countries. We have coun
ty and State fairs, but they are 
rather for exhibition than for trade. 

When the nnmber of families had 
increased to fifty, the charter re
quires that "a market shall be opened 
and kept one or more days in each 
week as may be though t ad vantage
OGS to the inhabitants." The 
object of the market is similar to 
that of the fair, though less exten
sive in its design. The custom of 
having a market-place has been in 

vogue for many centuries in Eng
land in towns of considerable size, 
and in other European countries. 

The original grantees chiefly re
sided in Hatfield and Deerfield, 
Mass., together wi th the adj acen t 
towns. A few resided in the State 
of New Hampshire. Oliver Part
ridge, Esq., of Hatfield, was the 
principal actor in obtaining the char
ter. It is thought that Mr. Part
ridge became the actual original pro
prietor of nearly one-half of the 
town, many of the signers of the 
charter never having been person
ally interested in the enterprise, 
only permitting their names to be 
used. Mr. Partridge was consti
tuted by the charter the moderator 
of the first meeting of the proprie
tors which he was to notify on the 
first Wedn esday of August, 17'50, at 
such time and place as he might 
think most con venient. The grant
ees held meetings for business for 
several years, at such times and 
places as they saw fit to appoint. No 
connected record df proceedings of 
those meeting is in the possession of 
the town. 

The survey of the town ~ost £50, 
7:6; the platting of lots cost £155, 5; 
the obtaining of the patent £73,19; 
total expense, £279, 11 :6, or abou t 
$865. 

To defray these expenses th e pro
prietors vote, Nov. 28, 1750, to raise 
it tax of £5, 5 "npon each lot except 
the Governor's two, and the two 
pnblic lots," the surplus of which 
money was to be retained in the 
treasul'y, From this vote it appears 
that Governor Wentworth, the then 
acting Govelnor of New Hampshire 
was in the enterprise, and. the pro
prietor of two lots; and also the 
magnanimity, oj' policy, of the other 
grantees-possibly their ref>pec t for 
magistrates (?)-relinquishing the 
taxes of the Governor in the ex
pense of laying out the town. 

The geographical centre of the 
town is three-fourths of a mile north 
of what is now known as th e Oentre. 
The frame of a meeting house was 
erected wi thin a few rods of the 
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geographical centre previous to 1780. [ was also settled to a considerable ex
But a few enterprising citizens es- ' tent by families from Oolerain. Tbe 
tablished the busiDess of the town at Taggetts and some other families 
the place now called the Oentre, so came from Londonderry, N. H. 
that the original frame of a meeting The northeast part was settled by 
house was abandoned, and the pres- people from Rhode Island, among 
ent Congregational meeting house at whom were the families of Wilcox 
the business cen tre was er,ected in and Thomas. 
1782, but was not completed till sev
eral years afterwards, though it was 
occupied as a place of worship. 

'1'he land upon which the meeting 
honse stands and three or four acres 
of the common, together with the 
adjoining cemetery grounds, were 
deeded to the Oongregational Soci
ety by Deacon McQuillis of Oolerain. 
That part of the Oommon south of 
the road WaS given to the Oongrega
tional Society by Dr. Richardson. 

In the original grant of the town 
one lot of 360 acres was appropriated 
for the benefi t of schools. This lot 
is in the northeast corner of the 
town, commonly called Thomas Hill. 
The land is sold wi th the reserve, 
that the interest of two dollars a 
year per acre sha,]l be annually paid 
into the town treasury in the month 
of -- for the benefit or the schools. 
The sum of $43.20. 

Abner Rice was the first settler. 
He came about the year 17(H and 
settled in the easterly part of the 
town. As nearly as can be ascer
tained, in the early part of the year 
1766, there were bu t foul' families 
in the town. Mr. Rice in the east 
part, Oapt . .John Pannel and a Mr. 
Gaught in the southwest part (Pan
nel Hill) and a Mr. Pratt, who set
tled on the farm since occupied by 
Robert Oollins. From the year 
1766 the population of the town in
creased rapidly, so that in March, 
1778, when the town was organized, 
there were recorded upon the town 
records the names of 140 freemen, 
and this was but 13 years after there 
were bu t four families in the town. 

Pannel Hill was first settled by 
people from Oolerain, Mass., who 
were soon joined by several families 
from Oonnecticut and from Prince
ton, Mass. 

The southeast part of the town 

The centre Wl1S settled mostly by 
families from Massachusetts. 

In the early part of the present 
century the number of inhabitants 
was something more than 1700. 
What the number was in 1790, when 
the first census wa::; taken, I have 
not been able to learn, but it was 
probably abont as large as at any 
time since. 

I EARLY POLITICAL STRIFES. 

The party feeling between the ad
herents to the New Hampshire and 
the New York claims was never so 
strongly developed in this town as 
in some of the adjoining towns. The 
New Hampshire party always held 
the uredominance in this town. 
Some'little vexatious matters occa
sionally transpired. As an instance: 
A man by the name of Frazier was' 
sued for debt from spite by a York
er. His cows were attached and 
some other property, and his person 
was seized for imprisonment. As 
soon as the condition of Mr. Frazier 
was known, the alarm was given 
throughout the town, and the New 
Hampshire men rallied for his 
rescue. Joseph Williams seized a 
horn and from the hill north of the 
place, afterwards occupied by Solo
mon Bascom, blew a blast that 
brought to the aid of Frazier the 
west part of the town, and some 
from Whitingham and Wilmington, 
who with others already on the track 
pursued the party who had taken 
Frazier to Westminster for imprison
ment, and with the assistance of a 
company from Westmoreland, New 
Hampshire, succeeded in his rescue. 
This is spoken of as the most im
portant affair between the New York 
and New Hampshire parties in this 
town. There were other occurrences 
which showed the party feeling. Mr. 
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Orr, a Yorker, who kept a public 
hOLlse on the place where Deacon 
Williams now resides, was visited by 
two Hampshire men who sought ad
mission to his house, and being re
fused, they entered by force, and 
seizing Mr. Orr, demanded of him 
that he should say New Hampshij'e, 
and despairing of help otherwise 
from their firm grasp, he cried out 
New Hampshire to their satisfac
tion. 

EARLY BUILDINGS. 

The first dwelling houses in the 
town, as is the case in all new coun
tries, were log houses. It is, how
ever, the testimony of some who 
commenced their residence here in 
tbe midst of all the inconveniences 
and hardships of a new country, 
who lived to occupy commodious 
dwellings with the conveniences of 
living multiplied a hundred fold, 
that their happiest days were when 
they lived in their Ii ttle log h L1 t, and 
a small plot of ground cleared 
around it with but few of the con
veniences they afterwards enjoyed. 

The first house that was shingled 
in town, was built by a Mr. Sabin 
on the ground now occupied by 
Oapt. Abel Scott's house. The 
shingles were attached to the roof by 
wooden pegs instead of nails. 

NEIGHBORHOOD INTERCHANGES. 

The following incident may illus
trate the kind of neighborly feeling 
that prevailed when the conven
iences of life were few. Three fam
ilies who came into the town while 
it was yet a wilderness, Deacon 
Hu bbel Wells', Ebenezer Sabin's 
and one other, had between them 
but one needle with which for sev
eral years all the sewing fol' the 
three families was performed. Those 
are said to have been times when 
neighbors were always glad to see 
each other, each one seeking to ren
der himself the most obliging. 

EARLY HARDSHIPS AND FORTITUDE. 

A 1\'[rs. Woodward, the mother of 
Titus and Israel, wishing to weave a 

web of cloth, was undedhe necessity 
of going on foot three miles to Dea. 
McClure's. After she had performed 
the work of her family in the morn
ing and having spent the day at the 
loom, she returned at night to do 
the work of her house. 'J'his prac
tice she continued till she had com
pleted her web. 

The late Widow Learnard, born 
in 1766, is thought to have been the 
first child born in town. Her father, 
MI". Pratt, located on the farm now 
occupied by Robert Oollins, wben 
there were but four families in the 
town. Their nearest neighbor was 
Oaptain Pannel who lived on Pan
nel hill four miles distant. Mr. 
Pratt had occasion to leave his wife 
and two small children at home in 
his absence of 10 days. The first or 
second night of his absence the fire 
went out. Mrs. P. had no means of 
obtaining fire but from her neigh
bors. She took her two children. 
one in her arms, leading the other, 
and started for Oaptain Pannel's 
through a dense forest guided by 
marked trees. When she had gone 
a little distance from her home she 
roused a bear who ran up a tree. 
With self-possession she took her 
apron and tied it around the tree, 
and hanging her bonnet upon a stake 
she placed it against the tree and 
passed on. Oaptain Pannel returned 
with her and shot the bear, which 
had been kept upon the tree by the 
bonnet and apron. Those were days 
of female courage as well as hard
ship, innured as they were to life in 
the wilderness. 

Mrs. Learnard, the infant whom 
Mrs. Pratt carried in bel' arms to 
Captain Pannel's, was married to 
Dea. Moses Learnard in 1786. Two 
years afterwards her husband being 
taken sick in the night, she had oc
casion about midnight to go some 40 
rods from the house to get water 
from a spring. In . the morning she 
went to the same spring and found 
fresh tracks of a beaT and his prints 
where he had wallowed in the mud 
that same night. 

Pastures not being inclosed cows 
were suffered to run at large in the 
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woods. It was often with difficulty IColerain by a Mr. Clark, and set out 
that they were found. Mrs. Pratt on the farm now owned by Joseph 
on one occasi'on in searching for her IHenry, Esq., near the geographical 
cow just as night was setting in, be- centre of the town, known as the 
came completely bewildered more IWoodward farm. The orchard on 
than a mile from borne in a dense that place, a part of whic·h is still 
forest. Not knowing which way to Istanding, is probably the oldest in 
direct her conrse she sat down and the town. 
wept. Soon the thickening clouds 
began to pour down rain, and there 
was every appearance of a Gold, 
stormy, October night. At this 
juncture, while she was casting 
about to know how she should spend 
the night, she heard the voice of her 
husband, of whose return she had 
known nothing, calling her name 
from a distance. She at once re
sponded to the call and attempted to 
make her way in the direction of 
the distant sound, but being bewil
dered she took the wrong course and 
went in the opposite direction from 
the voice. Her husband perceiving 
that her voice grew fainter and 
fainter by distance, called upon hl<r 
to stop till he could come to her. 
But she, confident that she knew the 
course she was taking quickened her 
speed, thinking that she might save 
him the trouble of coming all the 
way to her. She was overtaken at 
last in the border of Whitingham, 
near where 111\. Barrington now 
lives on North river, at more than 
twice the distance from home than 
when she first made answer to the 
call of her husband. They then took 
their course homeward through the 
dark forest and drenching rain. 
Returning fo their quiet home in 
their snug log-cabin. they doubtless 
rejoiced together, with their little 
ones, in the favorable issue of the 
euterprise, more fortunate than one 
of her neighbors, who in hunting 
her cow was compelled with her two 
children to remain in the woods dur
ing the night, taking their position 
upon the trunk of a tree that had 
fallen by the wind. 

FRUIT. 

The first apple tree and the first 
currant bush were brought from 

MILLS. 

The first saw-mill was built on the 
place, or near where Mr. Fisher's 
saw-mill now stands. This mill was 
built previous to 1780, as the mill 
was conveyed that year by deed to a 
Mr. Stacy. There was afterwards a 
grist-mill put up on the same privi
lege, which was the first grist-mill 
in the town. 

CEMETEIUES. 

The first person who died in the 
town was Samuel Gaugbt, a lad of 
three years, a brother of the widow 
Crozier. He was buried in Colerain. 

The tirst cemetery that was opened ....... 
was on Pannel hill. The second was 
near the geographical centre of the 
t own, now overgrown with large 
t rees, and long since abandoned. A 
few rough stones mark the places of 
the early dead of the town. 

The third cemetery was opened at 
the business centre of the town. 
The first person buried in it was a 
daughter of Deacon Conant. The 
second was Cornish Stacy, who was 
drowned in attempting to cross 
North river on a log near where the 
bridge now is, on the road that passes 
Israel Woodward's. A Mr. Under
wood from Pannel hill was after
wards drowned at the same place on 
returning from a military training. 

Captain Gaught, a grandson of the 
original settler upon Pannel hill, 
just as he l~ft the store of Hamilton 
& Muzzey, III an attempt of some of 
his company to honor him by tiring 
according to the custom of those 
days, was shot through the head, a 
part of his skull hitting the door of 
the store. 

John Pannel, a grandson of Cap
tain Pannel, was killed by the fall of 
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a. tree ~n 17?3, wl:ich :vas the occa- \ for ~he first settled orthodox nnms
SlOn of the followmg lInes: 

"Mr John Pannel, killed by :0, tree, 

In seventeen hundred and seventy-three, 

When his father did come, 

He said, Oh my son, 

Your glass is run, 

Your work is done." 


Ml'. Abner Rice, the first settler 
in the town, was shot for a bear 
while watching a field of grain in 
company with others. He sat under 
an apple tree at the time he was 
shot. Jesse Rice, a cousin of Abner 
Rice, died at the age of 113. 

A tornado occurred in August, 
] 788. It was the most destructive 
of any since the settlement of the 
town. It swept the town from west 
to east, leaving scarcely any timber 
standing on some farms in its course. 
The day on which it occurred was 
still and foggy up to the time the 
heavy wind struck. There were no 
premonitions of its approach. There 
was no roaring heard 'till just as the 
main force came, upturning trees, 
leaving devastation and destruction 
in its track of nearly two miles in 
wid th, passing on through other 
towns to the east. 

CHURCHES. 

The Oongregational church of 
Halifax was organized July 24, 1778, 
consisting of 5 males and 5 females. 

Rev. David Goodall, the first set-l 
tIed minister in town, was installed 
over the church and society in 1781, 

term the town. This fell to Mr. 
Goodall. The claim was disputed 
by Elder Eweings, a Baptist minis
ter, who had resided in the town a 
few years previous to.NIl'. Goodall's 
settlement. The matter was adjust
ed by Mr. Goodall's quit-claiming to 
Elder Eweings 100 acres. This ar
rangement was entered into previous 
to Ml'. Goodall's settlement. After 
his dismission, he disposed of his 
real estate in Halifax and removed 
to Littleton, N. H., where he spent 
the remainder of his days chiefly in 
agricultural pursuits. He lived to 
an advanced age. He visited the 
place but once after his removal. As 
evincing a regard for the people of 
his former charge, a few years be
fore bis death he made a donation 
of $100 to the church, with instruc
tions that the interest should be ap
propriated for the furnishing of the 
communion table. But a few years 
after the donation waS recei ved in 
trust, at the hands of his son, it was 
appropriated to the payment of ar
rear ages in the society. 

The following call extended to 
Mr. Goodall by the church to settle 
with them in the ministry, is taken 
from the town records: 

"The Ohurch of. o.hrist, in Halifax, 
~o the Rev. Davld Goodall, greet
mg; 
Rev. and Beloved:-We, being by 

the appointment of Divine Provi
dence, situated in the wilderness 

about.3 years after the church wasl where we have eye~' be~n destitute 
orgamzed. He was the pastor of' of the stated mlmstratlOns of the 
the church abou t 15 years, being dis- word and ordinances of the Gospel, 
missed in 1796. During his minis- after application being made to you 
try 58 were added to the church, 8 by the town in general to preach 
of whom were received by letter. with us on probation for settlement, 

Mr. Goodall was a native of Marl- and your complying with our 1'e
boro, Mass. He was a graduate of quest, and thereby giving us con
Dartmol1 th Oollege. He was a log- venient opportunity to judge of your 
ical thinker, Oalvinistic in his the- ministerial qualifications, which are 
ology, tenacious of his opinions and great in our esteem, by the conCUI"
of his just rights, and liberal in his rence and assistance of the town, by 
benefactions. He bad the respect their vote, and of a friendly religious 
and esteem of the people. society, formed for the purpose of 

In the original grant of the town, enjoying Gospel privileges, we do 
a lot of 360 acres was appropriated unitedly, unanimously, and earnest
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ly call and invite you, dear sir, to 
take the ministerial and pastoral 
care and charge of said church and 
society. and labor with us in word 
and doctrine, administer the sacra
ments of the New Testament, and 
perform all other duties and offices 
properly belonging to a Gospel min
ister. . . 

Your compliance with our request 
herein, will lay us, dear sir, under 
voluntary obligation to yield to you 
that subjection, honor and support 
that is properly due from a people 
to their pastor. 

And for your encouragement to 
undertake the work of the Gospel 
ministry and pastoral office among 
us, you will, upon your installment 
into said office, be entitled to, and 
become possessed of in fee simple 
the land by the charter granted and 
reserved for the first settled ortho
dox minister in this town, being lot 
No. 28, excepting 100 acres thereof 
on the southerly side, which the 
town have alienated, to which hun
dred acres we hereby desire and ex
pect yon will give a quit-claim upon 
your inauguration into the ministry 
and pastoral office. And that you 
may be decently and honorn.bly sup
pOl'ted while attending to the work 
of thf) ministry among us, we freely 
and unanimously agree and vote to 
give you a salary of the sum of forty 
pounds a year for the first year, and 
to raise fiveponnds a year until it 
amounts to fifty-five pounds in 
silver, at six shillings eight pence 
per ounce, which sum of fifty-five 
pounds shall be paid yon annually, 
and for each and every year so long 
as you continue our minister." 
$183.33. 

REV. JESSE EDSON. 

Rev. Jesse Edson was ordained 
and installed over the Congregation
al church, November2:-l, 17d6, and 
died in 1805, being the pastor abou t 
nine years. During his ministry 99 
were added to the church. 

Mr. Edson was a native of Buck
land, Mass., and graduate of Dart
mouth CollegE'. He commenced 

his ministry with this people. As a 
preacher, he was sound in doctrine. 
His preparations for the pulpit were 
made with readiness. He interested 
himself in the young people of his 
charge, and was accustomed to preach 
to them one sermon a year. His only 
production published was a sermon 
en ti tIed, "An Address to Young 
People." NIr. Edson's salary was a 
hundred pounds. He died at an 
early age. 

REV. THONAS H. WOOD, 

installed September 17, 1806; was 
pastor a little mOle than 36 years. 
For three or four of the last years of 
his life, his health was feeble, and 
be was engaged but li ttle in his ac
customed labors. DUI'ing this time, 
the pulpit was supplied by several 
ministers, each for a longer or 
shorter period. 

Mr. Wood was born in Norwich, 
Conn., in that portion of the town 
now comprised in Bozrah, in 1772. 
He renloved with his parents to 
Hawley, Mass., in 1775, where he 
resided till he commenced his stdies 
preparatory for college. These he 
pursued with Hev. John Grout, of 
Hawley, and Rev. Preserved Smith, 
of Rowe, Mass. He entered ~Williams 
College in 1795, and graduated in . 
1799, at the age of 27. After leaving 
college, he taugh t a year in Northam
ton, Mass., and then commenced the 
study of theology with Dr. Joseph 
Lyman, of Hatfield. Previouf1 to his 
ordination, he preached ill Oxford, 
Mass., and in Lebanon, N. Y. He 
was ordained as an evangelist, at 
Amherst, Mass. , May 2, 1804, and 
went with the Rev. Mr. Gould, after
wards of Southampton, Mass., to 
Maine as a missionary; and also to 
the State of New York, with Rev. 
Mr. Williston, of Easthampton. He 
came to Halifax in the mon th of 
February, 1806, and was installed 
the foHowing September. 

The education of young men re
ceived his special attention, nine of 
whom from his own society fitted for 
college with him, besides several 
from adjoining towns. Six entered 
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the ministry under his pastorate. 
Of the young men from abroad who 
studied with him, were Dr. Jonas 
King, of the Greek Mission, Dr. 
Nathan Brown, of the Baptist Mis
sion in Burmah, and Abner Hazel
ton, who was afterwards a member 
of congress. Mr. Wood is remem
bered among his people as a faithful 
and beloved pastor. 

Mr. Wood was married twice; had 
six children who lived to adult years, 
four by his first wife and two by his 
second. He died December ~6, 1842, 
at the age of 70, hav ing survivecl all 
the ministers in the county of his 
own denomination, who held the 
pastoral office at the time of his in
stallation. 

REV. ALPHEUS G RA YES 

was ordained and installed as asso
ciate pastor, with Rev. Thomas H. 
'Wood, November 11, 1841. I~ the 
summer of 184-4, th~ Oongl'ega~\Onal 
Society built a meetmg house m the 
valley, two miles west of t~e old 
house, which was dedlcated tn the 
early part of O?to?e.r of t~e sam,e 

organized J nly 26, 1793, consisting 
at first of 11 members. 

ELDER ABNER BEMIS, 

the first pastor, was settled in 1795, 
and remained with them till his 
death in 1809. A goodly number 
were added to the church under his 
ministry. 

ELDER PA UL HINES 

was settled Nov., 1813 .. His pastor
ate continued seven years. 

ELDER SA}lUEL FISH 

commenced preaching in the fall of 
Ui20, and was ordained August 15, 
1822. 

The meeting house was bu il t in 
1808, previous to which time meet
ings were held in school-houses and 
private dwellings. 

It is matter of gratitude to God 
that the insti tutions of religion were 
early planted in this town; that the 
benign influences of the Gospel 
have been enjoyed, and have had 
their.effe.ct in moul.ding the charac

year. Not cOlllCldmg wIth thIS I tel' of thIS commumty from the be

rnoYemeut, 6 males and 22 females Iginning. 

left the oriO'inal church, and were * *' * 

orO'anized anbew the following winter. Amono' the early settlers of Hali-

A b uew society w~s also formed, fax, we bfind five families of the 

which together Wlth the ~hurch, name of Hall. There were five 

occupy the former house, takll1g the brothers that came from East En

nan~e of the .Oentral Ohurch and 1field, Oonn., between 1776 and 1780. 

SocIety of Hahfax. 

BAPTIST crrU RCH. 

Elder William Eweings was the 
first minister who preached statedly 
in the town. Very little is known 
of him. He came to the town 
previous to 1778, and probably re
mained two or three years. 

After Elder Eweings left, Elder 
Warren gathered a church of a small 
number in the northwest part of the 
town. A few joined it from Wil
mington. They were accustomed to 
meet in school-houses and dwelling
houses. The church was afterwards 
dissolved. 

The present Baptist church was 

In tracing the emigrant ancestors 
bank, we find in 1686, Edward Hall 
of England came to Rehoboth, Mass. 
His wife's name was Esther. Their 
children, 1st, John; 2d, Esther; 3d, 
Samuel; 4th, Jeremiah; 5th, Thomas ; 
6th, Preserved; 7th, Andrew; 8th, 
Benjamin. Samuel, the third child, 
born in Rehoboth, Oct. 24, 1656, 
married, April 7, 1686, Elizabeth 
Brown; settled in Taunton, Mass. 
Theil' children, 1st, Elizabeth; 2d, 
Remember; 3d, Nicholas ; 4th, Mary; 
5th, Nathaniel; 6th, Mahitable; 7th, 
Enoch, he settled in Northfield, 
Mass.; 8th, Icliabod; 9th, John, 
born 1705, settled in East Enfield, 
Conn., married Hannah Guild. Ohil

http:their.effe.ct


418 

~------------~------

VERMONT HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

dren, 1st, Israel; 2d, John; 3d, J ~el; Iciate judges of Bennington county; 
4th, Levi; 5th, Asariah; 6th, Damel; 
7th, Hiram; 8th, Keziah. Of those 
children John, Joel, Hiram, Levi, 
and Azariah settled in the northwest 
part of Halifax. While at o~~ time 
they nearly all had lar.g~ famIlIes, at 
present but a few famlhes represent 
them. Of the family first John Hall 
married Alice Bush. Ohildren, 1st, 
Erastus; 2d, John; 3d, Alice; 4th, 

8th, Charles. 

OBITUARY. 

DEATH OF MR. JAMES L. STARK. 

One of Ohicago's brightest profes
sional men, Mr. James L. Stark, 
died at his residence, No. 168 Cass .., 

street. Mr. Stark was born in South 
Halifax. Vt., on the 6th of Febru

Louisa; 5th, Rhoda; 6th, S~snnnah; ary, 1823. His father, Judge Stark, 
7th, Rufus. Erastns marned Hul
dah Mather. Ohildren, John; grad
uate of College. Died soon after. 
Olarissa married Nicholas C~ark of 
Clarksburgh, Mass. Settled III Hal
ifax; he died some years ago. Have 
one son now living in ~T est Halifax, 
George Cla:·k .. There IS now Lem
uel and AbIgaIl, descendants. John 
Hall is now in West Halifax. 5th, 
Azariah Hall, married Returah 
Pease. He died in 1832, aged 83 
years; she in 1835. Children, 1st, 
Mary; 2d, Elizabeth; 3d, Keturah; 
4th, Azariah; 5th, Richard. First, 

was an eminent lawyer, and the 
blood of the Revolutionary Starks 
flowed in his veins. He adopted the 
profession of the law, and was ad
mitted to practice in Bennington 
countv Vt. and his ability and 
energy' were' recognized by the peo
pIe, who elected him to the St~te 
Senate in 1858. He served WIth 
distinction one term, and became 
the recognized leader of his party in 
the Senate. In 1859 he came to 
Chicago, and, ignoring politics, de
voted his entire attent-ion to the 
law. He was very successful, secur

Mary, married J eremiah King~bury. ing many clients by his devotion to 
There are J?-0.w s~me of. t~ell' de
scendants hVlllg III Whltlllgham. 
Fonrth,Azariah,married Esther Orr; 
took quite a prominent part in town 
matters. Children, Sarah Ann, 
Maria, George. It 1??6 m~ved to 
New York state. FIfth, RIchard, 
married Betsey Allen; have. one son. 
Richard Hart married Mary Cr?w
ley, now Ii ving in Athens, Vt. Thud, 
Joel Hall, married Elizabeth Bush. 
He died in It;43 aged 96 year~. She 
died in 1830, aged 78. ChIldren, 
1st, Hannah; 2d, Joel, jr.; 3d, Jus
tus; '4th, Israel; 5th, Loten; 6th, 
Asa; 7th, Elizabeth; 8th, Martin. 
These all left town but Justus a:nd 
Loten. Fifth, Loten, marned 
Rhoda Nichols ~f Gulforc~,. Vt. 
Ohildren, 1st, Luclllda,marned EI
liott Higley, now living in south 
part of the town;2d, Jo~l; 3d, ~liz-
abeth; 4th, Anms, mal'ned Ihram 

business, and acquiri.ug considerable 
property. His resIdence on the 
North Side was destroyed by the 
great fire, and he was the first man 
who rebuilt a su bstantial home in 
that portion of the "burnt dis
trict." 

Mr. Stark was a practical and 
emphatically a self-made man, and, 
beinD" modest, did not appear above 
the ~urface in many enterprises in 
which the people of the North side 
were interested. He was very ac
tive, however, in a silent way, in 
promoting improvements, especially 
the lake shore drive and the plant
ing of trees to beautify the northern 
division, His advice was always ac
cepted, and his la~)Qrs wer~ appre
ciated by those havlllg cogmzance of 
them. The death of so estimable a 
man will certainly be regretted in 
the community, nnd the vacancy 

Chase, now lives in Marlboro; Vt.; caused by his death will not be soon 
5th, Esther; 6th, Gratia; 7th, O~ed, , satisfactorily filled. He leaves a 
married Susan Ev.erett. Now hves Iwife and two children.- Chicago
in Stamford, Vt., IS one of the asso- Tribune. 

http:acquiri.ug
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BY GEORGE L. CLARK. to make farmers of all his sons, and 
J ames was denied those early advan

RON. JAMES LANDON STARK. tanes which were always regretted 
by him. Among the most prominent and 

As a lawyer, Mr. Stark was wellinfluential of the early residents of 
read, especially in equity, and had aWindham county Vt., was 
clear, logical mind. His natural 
diffidence, mode~ty and want of

JEDEDIAH STARK, 
early training, often made him ap

the grandfather of the' subject of 
'" 

pear to disadvantage until aroused 
this sketch. A graduate of Yale sufficiently to forget himself, when 
college, and a lawyer, he removed he became clem'in statement, power
from Litchfield county, Oonn., to ful in argument and impassioned in 
Halifax, Vt., in 1792, where he be- eloquent delivery. 
came eminent in his profession, and The late Dr. Dewey of Montpelier, 
was in active practice until his death. once told the writer that he never 
He married Abigail Oamp, a lady met a man who could use the Eng
with great beauty and dignity of lish language with such vigor, direct
presence. They had six children. ness and point, as did Mr. Stark 
The oldest was James Landon. He when fully aroused. As a politician, 
graduated at Yale, in the class of IMr. Stark was earnest and unselfish. 
1814, then studied law in the office From the first caucus to the last 
of his father, and when admitted to hour of the election he worked in
the bar, practiced law in Halifax defatigably for the side which lle 
until he was elected judge, which thought was right, though always 
office he held for many years. He declaring there was no office he him
was also repeatedly elected to repre
sent his town in the General Assem
bly. He was a man of much talent, 
fine legal mind and imposing pres
ence. But though occupying vari
ous offices of trust and confidence, 
agricultnral pursuits were more con
genial with his tastes. To them the 
latter portion of his life was devoted. 
He spent more than 50 years on his 
farm in South Halifax, where he 
died :rvtarch 14, 1868, in his 76th 
year. His wife was Sybel Smith 
(daughter of Asa Smith, who mar
ried Submit Severance.) They had 
nine children. Joshua Leavitt, 
J edediah, Royal Houghton, James 
Landon, Harriet, George Washing
ton, Sybel Livania, Sereno, Horace 
Goodrich. 

The fourth child, James Landon 
Stark, was born in Halifax, Feb. 6, 
1823. The most of his minority was 
spen t at his father's home, assisting 
in farm duties, attending the di s
trict schools and a few terms at an 
academy in Whitingham. Judge 
Stark having conceived some pre
judice to college education and pro
fessional life, persisted in bis efforts 

self would or could afford to accept. 
His nature prompted him to look 
out for his friends, and no nomina
tion was made in his ward, for years, 
to which he did not lend his strong 
sense and active aid. 

BRIEF. 

James L. Ridgely Lodge, No. 15, 
1. O. O. F., was instituted at West 
Halifax, Feb. 17, 1882, by Oharles 
Woodhouse of Rn tland, Grand Mas
ter, assisted by members of the or
der from Brattleboro, Readsboro and 
Shelburne Falls, Mass. The char
ter con tained eleven names: J ere
miah Gifford, Orosby A. Perry, 
William W. Follett, Warner W. 
Stowe, Add. O. Niles, :William R. 
Brown, Francis Kingsley, Henry F. 
Wheeler, Henry B. Stone, John An
derson and Eli S. Oook. The first 
officers were: N. G., W. R. Brown; 
V. G., W. W. Follett; Sec., A. O. 
Niles; Treas., E. S. Oook; P. G., 
J. Gifford. The lodge at one time 
had a membership of 21. It has 
paid out quite a sum of money for 
the benefit of its members, is out of 
debt and prospering. 
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THE DEATH OF CAPT. GAULT. 

'1'his is an occurrence that has 
long been forgotten, but was re
ceived by a person interested in 
such matters, reading the lines upon 
his gra\'e-stone in the cemetery in 
School District No. 1. An item was 
1 . 

~ aced m the papers, and the follow
mg was taken from the Gazette and 
Courier of Dec. 26th 1887: 

"Mr. Editor: I noticed in a late 
issue of your paper a request from a 
Halifax, Vt., correspondent for in-

obtained his discbarge which cleared 
him from further duty during life. 

ASA KELLOGG, 
. Greenville, Mass. 

BRIEFS. 

,Charles P. C.1 ark. Corps, No. 55,
V\. H. C., w.as mstltuted Auo·. 20th, 
1889, by Mrs. Herrick of Brattle
bore~ with 11 charter members. The 
The officers were as follows: Pres., 
lI'frs.Sarah,B. Thmber; S. V., '~rs. 
S. J enme Clark; J. V., MISS ~llla 
~eWolfe; Sec),., Mrs. Ella NI. Wmn; 

formation concerning th~ tragic Ir:a~., N~l:S. Mary A. B~llou; Cha~., 
death of Capt. Gault in 1778. I am MIS. Elvll.a M. Gates, Con., MIS. 
now in my 93d year, bnt remember Elanor Mmer; Guard, Mrs. EIl.en 
well an acconnt of the circumstances D. P?wers; Asst. Con., Mrs. Lt~~m
as related to me by my father, Jon- da HIll; Ass~. Guard, MISS "\Il?l.a 
athan Kellogg of Halifax, who serv- I~udson. Bemg a rece.nt acqmsl
ed ~s lieutenant in the company of tlOn, not r:tu~h can b~ s~ld O.f It, ex
whlCh John Gault was captain. The 
company were accustomed to meet 
at Halifa~Centre for training. On 
one occaSlOn, after the men were dis
missed, the officers gathered at the 
tavern for .a social drink. One of 
their number was absent, whom 
they wished to summon. Beino' in
formed that he could be found. at 
the house across the street, the Cap
tain says, "I will go and call him, "and 
started with a double hop towards 
the door. It was the custom of 
those days to honor an officer by fir
ing over his head. Accordingly, as 
Capt. Gault passed out at the door, 

cep~ that It IS. workmg fOl a very 
pralsworthy obJect. 

Charles P. Clark Post, No. 103, 
G. A. It., was named from Sergo 
Charles P. Clark, son of Nicholas 
and Clarissa Clark, who elllisted in 
Co. E., 16th Reg., Vt. Vols., and 
who died in the hospital at Camp 
Vermont, near Fairfax Seminary, 
Dec. 13th, 18G2. This Post was in
stituted June 30th, 1889, Col. H. E. 
Taylor of Brattleboro, mustering of
ficer. The charter members were: 
D. D. Barnes, H. C. Bell, E. E. 
Gates, H. W. Griffin, A. A. Hill, F. 
T. Miner, Thos. Miner, .Milton Pow

a soldier standing neal' discharged ers, Israel Stowe, H. B. l:)tone, E. 
his musket, but at that instant the H. Thurber, Harrison Williams, J. 
Captain gave a hop that. brouO"ht his C. 'Winn, F. L 'Voodard. The first 
head in range of the charge "'which officers were: Commander, J. C. 
entered it, wad and all, killing him vVinn; S. V. Com., F. T. Miner; J. 
instantly. The event naturally V. Com., A. A. Hill; Adjt., F. L. 
caused the greatest excitement IWoodard; Q. M., IT. W. Griffin; O. 
throughout the community. Still of D., H. Wallins; Chap., Milton 
further. After a suitable time had Powers; Surg., E. E. Gates; O. of 
elapsed my father called the COUl- G., H. C. Bell; Q. M. S., E. H. 
pa.ny toget~er to cho?se another cap- Thurber; S. M., D. D. Barnes; 
tam, but, hImself bemg anxious to Sent., H. B. Stone. ' 
ge~ clear of tr~ining duty, declined The Halifax Libmry Association 
bel~g a candIdate. for the office. was established in August, 1874, 
ThIS caused a chOIce to be made with 55 members. The officers were: 
from those below him in rank , and J. M. Eames, Pres.' M. Wicks 
he bemg Jumpe as they called it, ecy.; Oscar Howe, Treas.; and L.· ,,' d" S " 
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M. Tucker, librarian. The associa- two in district No. 11. At the pres
tion now have 250 volumes in the ent time there is one store at Hali
library. fax Center, Watson De Wolf. .. propri-

Aaron Leonard, whose buildin gs I etol'; at West Halifax, George L. 
stood neal' the bridge north of the ·Clark and Oscar Howe, each general 
Methodist chapel, Ried Hollow, was I assortment stores; J. M. NIles, boots 
frozen to death April 6, 1815. His I and shoes; L. W. Sumner, flour, 
wife being away for a few days, he feed and oa.ts. . Tl.lese with the 
in company with som e of the young Grange store ~n dIstnct No. 10, are 
men in the neighborhood, planned all the stores III town at the present 
to have a good time on Fast day, tIme. 
which wonld occur on the 7th. Ac

MINERALS.cordingly, he with his little boy 
sLarted for Marlboro, where he pro- The rocks of the town abound in 
cured a jug of rum. He started for' minerals; among which iron and 
home about dark in a snow storm. copper are most common, also sul
The little boy becoming cold lagged phur. Mineral springs abound, but 
behind, and his father, tipsy and stu- little is known about their medici
pefied, stumbled and fell. The boy nal virtues. 'rhere is much tim bel' 
passed him and on gettting home, Iand wood in town, and it is also 
supposing that his father had gone noted for its fruit· also for its maple 
to bed, retired al so. His cronies sugar and horses. ' 
aniving next day, search was made 
for him, and the body found about 
one-half mile from the house of Da
vid Niles, (which is now gone.) 
The bod y was brought to the house 
and a coroner's inqu est held , elicit
ing the above facts. 

There has been a large number of 
saw-mills in town, the immense 
water power 011 the several streams 
affording facili Lies for manufac tur
ing excelled by bu t few towns in the 
State. There are seven mills now 
in town. Frank B. Stone, manu
facturer of chair stock and lumber; 
Stone & Clark, manufacturers of 
lumber, chair stock, baby carriage 
hubs, perambulator handles, etc.; 
W. Dennison, lumber; L. W. Sum
ner, lumber and shingles. He also, 
runs a grist-mill wi th his other bus
iness. A. L. 'l'hurber, lumber and 
chair stock. He has lately added 
steam power. And two mills in dis
trict No. 11, Gilman Warren &, Son, 
lum bel', chair stock, and cider jelly; 
and J. E. Gates, lumber and cider 
jelly. 

There have been stores in town 
as follows: One in school district 
No.1, one in district No.3, one in 
district No.6, six different places in 
district No.7, one in district No. 10, 

NOTED PEOPLE. 

Among the noted people born in 
town may be mentioned Chipman 
Swain, high sheriff; Stephen Niles, 
high sheriff, representative; Sanford 
Plumb, senator and representative; 
Rev. Samuel Fish, who preached in 
town over fifty years. He was father 
of Rev. Henry ·C. Fish of Newark, 
N..J., who acquired quite a reputa
tion as a doctor of divinity, author 
and traveler, and of Warren Fish 
also of New Jersey, the inventor of 
the porcelain shade lamp; also grand
father of Geo. H. Niles of Brattle
b01'O, inventer of the Niles self-regu
lating electric dynamo, and of Mrs. 
Will Carlton, wife of the famous 
poet of that name, who in her ear
lier days was, in company with her 
first husband, the Rev. Sabin T . 
Goodell, engaged in missionary work 
in Burmah. The Starks, fath er and 
son, Landon & Jed, noted lawyers, 
together have solemnized over 
2,000 marriages. Other lawyers who 
have Ii ved in the town were Mr. 
Barber, W. H. Follett and C. F. 
Boyd. There have been many dif
ferent physicians in town among 
whom the most noted have been 
Drs. Williams, Miller, Johnston and 
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Harrington. Drs. O. A. Wheeler of 
Oalifornia, and J. M. Olark of North 
Adams, Mass., were natives of this 
town. Prof. C. W. Emerson, presi
dent of the Boston School of oratory, 
preached in this town several years. 
The Rev. L. W. Brigham, past grand 
master of the 1. O. O. F. of Wiscon
sin, once lived in this town, and ~ar
ried his wife here. 

During the war Halifax furnished 
one hundred and nine men, and fif
teen paid commutation. She lost 
three in battle, and sixteen others 
died in the service. She paid $18,
450.85 as bounty to volunteers, and 
$3,400 for substitutes for enrolled 
men. 

The first mention we find of Hali
fax was at the meeting at Dorset of 
delegates from the various towns in 
the New Hampshire grants in Sep
tember, 1776, Halifax then being 
represented by Col. Benjamin Car
pen ter; Edward Harris, 1778 to 
1783 ; Joseph Tucker, 1784; Hubbel 
Wells, 1785 to 1789 ; Benjamin Hen
ry, 1790 to 1798; Darius Bullock, 
1799; B. Henry, 1801-2; Mr. Bul
lock, 1803 to 1811; Stephen Otis, 
1812 to 1817; DariulS Bullock, 1818; 
Russell Avery, 1819; D. Bullock, 
1820-'21; B. Henry, 1822; GeorO'e 
Boardman, 1823-'28; James L. Stal1r', 
1829-'30; Sanford Plumb, 1831; 
D. Bullock, 1832; Sanford Plumb, 
1833; Benj. Woodard, 1834; James 
L. Stark, 1835-'36; B. Woodard, 
1837-'3S; Isaac vVorden, 1839 ; 
James L. Stark, 1840-'41 ; Rufus K. 
Henry, 1842; William H. Stark, 
1843; B. Woodard, 1844; Nicholas 
Clark, 1845; William Plumb, 1846; 
Stephen Niles, 1847-'48; Jonas Scott, 
1849; Joseph Henry, 1850; Amos 
Tucker, 1851; Jonas Scott, 1852, 
Elisha Hager, 1853; Isaac Worden, 

1854; Martin Scott, 2d, 1855-'56; 
Alpheus H. Stone, 1857; A. H. 
'rucker, 1858-'59; Stephen Kiles, 
1860; Martin Scott, 2d, 1861-'.2 j 
Oharles Fowler, 1863-'64; A. H. 
'l'ucker, 1865-'66; Albert J. Tuck
er, 1867-'68; Almon Ballou, 1869, 
A. H. Stone, 1870; this year the 
biennial sessions began. In 18'12, 
Oharles F. Griffin; 1874, A. H. 
Stone; 1876, Albert M. V. Hager; 
1878, J. L. Harrington; 1880, L. 
W. Sumner; 1882, L. M. Woodard; 
1884, George L. Clark; 1886, L. M. 
Woodard; 1888, Luther Adams; 
1890, George L. Olark. 

In regard to the town clerks the 
records are very incomplete. Dem
ing's "Verlllon t officers" gives Sam
uel Woodard as the first town clerk, 
chosen abou t 1772. Beer's" Wind
ham Oounty Atlas" says the same. 
A diligent search of the records in 
the town clerk's office shows arecord 
of birth attested to bv James Grav, 
clerk, October 27, 177'3. The books 
contain various entries consisting of 

land records, church membership, 

ear marks, agreements, etc. of ea.rlier 

dates, but all were attested by jus

tices of the peace, pastors, deacons, 

county surveyors, where they COll


tained any signature. The rest is a 

record of an "Annual to"n meet

ing" at which James Gray was chosen 

clerk, 1778; 1779, H u bbel Wells; 

1787, Nathan Fish. The next year 

he was succeeded by Wells. Mr. 

Fish also served again, also Hu bbel 

Wells and Darius Bullock. He was 

also very prominent in town affairs. 

Rufus K. Henry, 1834; Whitney J. 

Hitchcock, 1852; Charles Fowler, • 

1854; J. L. Harrington, 1867 ; L. M. 
 '- Tucker, 1868; Mr. Harringon, 1869; 
1881, H. R. Stone; Millard Wicks, 
1882, and is still in office. 



JAMAICA. 

By J. G. EDDY. 

JAMAICA. 

Jamaica, in size, the third town 
in Windham county, having by the 
ceDSUS of 1860 a population of 1541, 
is situated in the northwestern part 
of the county, on West River, about 
27 miles from Brattleboro, and ] 8 
mi.les from Manchester. It is bound
ed N. by Londonderry anc1Windham, 
E. by Townsend, S. by IVardsboro, 
W. by Stratton and Winhall. 

rrhe township is in the form of a 
trapezoid, and contains about 42 
square miles. The surface, like other 
Green Mountain towns, is uneven, 
being diversified by high hills and 
mountains, known as BalllVIountain, 
Shatterack Mountain, 'I'om Thumb 
Hill, South Hill, and West Hill. 
Cold and uninviting as they may 
appeal' to the people at the present 
time, it is a noticible fact, that the 
earlier settlers first chose the high
est of them for their homes, as is at
tested by fallen down houses, old 
cellars and highways, still plainly to 
be seen. West River flows through 
the northeastern part of the town. 
There are also several other streams 
of considerable size, branches of this 
ri vel', flowing through different sec
tions of the town, afford ing good 
mill privileges, and otherwise sup
plying the town with water in great 
abundance. In the northern part of 
the town is a body of water, known 
as "Oole's Pond," receiving its name 
from a man living neal' it. It is 
about one mile in length and from 
one-half to three-quarters of a mile 
in width. Hamilton Falls are sitll
ted on a small stream, known as the 

"Cobb brook," which rises in Wind
ham, and flows a south westerly course 
through Jamaica, emptying in to West 
Ri vel'. 'I'he falls are dis tan t from 
Jamaica village about 3t miles. 
They are but a few rods from the 
road leading from Jamaica to Wind
ham, yet are so hidden that their 
existence would remain unknown to a 
casual passel' by. The falls are about 
125 feet in height. The stream is 
quite small, and when the water is 
low the scenery is not remarkable, 
but when high, the sight is magnifi
cent. 

The first settlers, Cal "in, William 
and Caleb Howard, together with 
their families, moved into town the 
day before the battle of Bunker Hill, 
June 16, 1775, and claimed that they 
heard distinctly the roar of the can
non, on that memorable day. They 
had previously erected a small log
house, and cleared a few acres of 
land, a short distance from West 
Townshend "illage, near where Chas. 
Robbins now resides. They emi
grated from Massachusetts. Calvin 
Howard was one of the ten brothers, 
five or six of whom, afterwards came 
to Jamaica, and were among the 
original grantees of the town, and 
are represented at the present time 
by their numerous descendants. The 
nigh t after their anival, Elisha 
Howard was born, and was of course, 
the first child born in .Jamaica. The 
original grantees were Col. Samuel 
Fletcher, His Excellency Thomas 
Chittenden, William 'iV ard, Col. 
Moses Robinson, Mathew Lyon, John 
Butler, Caieb Maynard, Stephen 



424 VERMONT HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

Rawson, Reuben Hamlington, Silas built soon after the fir8t settlement 
Hamlington, Marshall Miller, Eben- of the town, and was probably the 
ezer Haven, N athaiel Haven, first public building erected. The 
Joseph Ha,ven, Stephen Wilcox, first saw and grist Imill W8re on the 
Joseph Hilldrich, Caleb Hayward, same stream and near the same place 
John Wright, Benj. Hayward, Moses whereon Judson Howard's old l1ilill 
Johnson, Silas Hayward, Aaron now stands. 
Alexander Knight, Joseph Tyler, The village of Jamaica is situated 
Amariah Taft, Aaron Hutson, Chas. east of the center of the town on a 
Hutson, William Hayward, Peter branch of West river. The first 
Hazleton, J olIn Fossett, William house that was built in this village 
Church, Jonathan Knight, Samuel was erected by Roger Howe in 1803 
Kingsbury, Daniel Gates, Arad or 4, and is the same building now 
Holton, Joel Knight, Isaac Miller, occupied (1869) by William R. San
Tilletson Paul Spooner, Esq., John del's for a dwelling house, but has 
Sergeant, Ethan Hayward, Moses been several times repaired and en
,Doty, Reuben Nard, Philip Jordon, larged, and originally stood a little 
Oomfort Joy, Jesse Joy. Philip Alex- ·sou th of its present location. Soon 
ander, Levi Hayward, Benj. Howe, after it was built it was opened for 
Isaac Hart, Hazael Shepard, Rufus a hotel and was the first public house 
Shepard, Eleazer Harris, Nathan in the village, though not the first 
Hayward, Moses Holbrook, Freder- in town, as I am told that previous 
ick Taft, Michael Johnson, Archibus to this a small building, occupied at 
Blodgett, Joshua :iYIorse, Calvin the present time by Deacon James 
Knowlton, Seth Knight, Jonas Muzzy for a pig-sty (the same in 
Cook, Samuel Wakefield, Paul Hay- size then as now) was once the hotel 
ward, Ira Allen, Esq., Jabez Butler, in Jamaica. Mr. Howe's sign was 
and John Jones. The condition of a rough board, nailed to a large 
the charter was as follows: "Each hemlock tree standing near, with 
proprietor of said township of J am- the words" Pay to-day and trust to
aica, his heir and assigns, shall plant morrow" painted upon it, indicat
and cultivate five acres of land, and iug that the house afforded that 
build a house thereon, at least eight which commanded house custom to 
fee t square, on each respective share Ian extent not allowable at the pres
or plight of land in said township, : ent day. Howe continu ed to oc
within the term of rour years after cupy this h011 se until the present 
the circumstances of the war will hotel, standing on Main street, was 
admit of it with safety."-that "all built by Nathaniel Cheney, about 
pine timber sui table for the navy, the year 1814. Cheney kept this 
shall be reserved to and for the bene- house a short time and then sold to 
fit of the State." Samuel Hastley, since which it has 

'rhe town was chartered Nov. 7, been ke~t by Moses Chamberlain, 
1780, by Thomas Ohittenden, then Ezra Vi ilder, S. Newell, Horace 
governor of the state, and organized Howe, J. E. Knowlton, D. H. Rice, 

.~ 

by a meeting of the proprietors Sept. O. P. Knowlton, H. E. Sawyer and 
3, 1781, which meeting was holden E. W. Prior. 
at the house of Wm. Hayward. The first store goods were offered 
Lucius Wilson was chosen modera- for sale by Nathaniel Cheney, in a 
tor; William Harrison Church, town small building known as the "noon 
clerk, and Benj. Hayward, W. Hay- house," standing near the Congre
ward and Wm. H. Church, select- ga tional church. Ripley and Doo
men. The first school-house built in little built the first store on the 
town was constructed with logs, and same site, and said to be the same 
stood a short distance from the building- now owned and occupied 
bridge across West river near Clark by the Hon. H. H. Wheeler. SIOI b
French's dwelling house. It was sequently Wilder, Cheney & Brown, 

I 
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J. S. Newell, L. Merrifield & Co., tinned to do a large business up to 
r. & J. Williams, C. H. Peirce & 1867; but it proving unprofitable 
Co., A. Johnson, J. H. Converse they sold out their shop which they 
and Anson Howard traded in the built in 1860, to Parsons, Liver
same building. more & Holton, who are now doing 

The second store was built by S. a good business in the same. 
T. R. Cheney, who traded in it a In the year 1828, Benj. Felton 
while and was afterwards used for [fitted up an old building into a tan
the same purpose by Brown &; Fur- nery, near the present location of 
nace, 1. G. Sumner, Sumner & the Universalist church, and histwo 
Brimhall, then by Union Store As- sons, Henry H. and H. L. Felton, 
sociation, still later, by Jamaica carried on the tanning business 
Leather Company, for a boot shop, therein until 1839, when they left 
since burned. In 1846 or 1847, J. G. here and built where C. D. Reade's 
Sumner built the store opposite the tannery now stands. In 1848, 
hotel, and carried on trade in the Reade bought them out anCl has 
building a few years. It has since since carried on that business, asso
been occupied by Birchard Livel'- ciating with himself John Parsons 
more & Co., Livermore & Howard, two years and his son, Fayette D., 
Benj. Livermore, H. J. Phiiipps one year. 
and Abijah iVIuzzy, present OCCl1- The second tannery was built by 
1)ant. Solomoll Newell, near the bridge, 

In 1852, C. H. Peirce built the across the stream on the road lead
store now occupied by him on Hill ing to W inhall, aboll t the year 1841. 
street. In the meantime it has been In 1849, H. H. & H. L. Felton 
occupied by C. H. Peirce & Co., D. built the tannery now occupied by 
G. 	Dexter and Peirce & Dexter. H. H. Felton, and they or one of 

In 1849, the Union Store Asso- them, have since carried on that -
ciation fitted up and oGcupied the business in this building. 
same building in which L. H. Phelps John Kellogg in 1809, put up the 
is now trading (1864). Dming the first blacksmith shop, near the pres
intervening time the same has been ent residence of C. H. Peirce. 
occupied by O. F. Knowlton, In 1844, Gilbert Shomway built 
Knowlton & Foskett, Knowlton & the chair factory and saw-mill now 
Bntler, H. A. Butler and Butler I occupied by A. Muzzy. Occupied 
Bros. 	 in the intervening time by E. G. 

Johnson &, Co. 
WEST RIVER BANK 

Lewis Shomway built the bucket 
was chartered in 1853. At the first Ifactory and saw-mill on the road 
meeting of the stockholders, March, leading- to West Jamaica, and. the 
1854, Hon. James H. Phelps of foll~wlllg named persons have SInce 
Townshend, was chosen l)l'esident ' carJ'led on the bnsmess there: C. 
and the Hon. John E. Butler, cash- Maynard, Q. Shomway, T. Boynton 
ier. The first named holdino' his and D. Sherwin. 
office until the change to a National Roger Howe built the first grist 
bank in 1865, when he was SllC- mill, near Reade's mill-dam, which 
ceeded by the Hon. Wm. Harris of he run for a few years. The same 
Windham. Mr. Bntler was suc- was afterwards run by Joseph Shep
cessively chosen cashier to the time ard. The grist and saw-mill back 
of his death, which occurred in of the shoe shop, was built by Joseph 
1867, and was succeeded by his son, Dicks in 1809, and the same was 
John A. Butler, present cashier. subsequently occupied by A. Kel-

In 1858 the Jamaica Leather logg, A. Wheaton, James Water
Company was incorporated and im- , man and Almon Clayton; r,;ince 
mediately commenced and con- i burned. 
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THE BAPTIST OH URCH. 

'. . 
Of Its early hIstory and orgaUlza

tion, bu t lit~le can be ascertained, 
the church .records. as well as those 
of ~he .soCIety belllg lost. Its 01'-

Ooombs, Ohoate, Shomway, Bakel', 
P. B. Fisk, Graves, Bruier, Robin
son Ohamberlin T. Blood Nathan 
Al'~lS, Leland Huntley, Nathaniel 
Oudworth, Norman Olark , 1. H. 
Wood, A. H. Stearns, Robert :iYIyers, 

galllzatlOn, however, appears to have Samuel S. White and O. P. Fren

been previous to that of the Con- ' year. 

gregationalist church. Elder Sim
eon Ooombs was the first settled I THE OONGREGATIONALIST OReRCH. 
minister of this church and the first 
in town, and received the "minis
terialland," which was by the terms 
of the charter of the town to go to 
the first settled minister. Among 
its first members were Oalvin and 
Oaleb Howard, and many others of 
the very earliest settlers in town. 
Previous to the erection of the 
meeting house, which was in 1817, 
they held their meetings at private 
d welling houses and school houses. 
These meetings were always fully 
attended, the people deeming it al
most a sin not to be found in their 
usual place at church. From this 
church the Baptist churches in sev
eral of the adjoining towns have 
been set off, and wide and lasting 
has been its influence, and from it, 
too, have gone out a goodly number 
of Baptist preachers, who have dis
tinguished themselves by their good 
works, among whom are Rev. Le
land Howard, now residing in Rut
land, one of the first preachers in 
the State, and whose fame was not 
confined to Vermont alone, he hav
ing preached several years in Troy 
and Buffalo, N. Y., and other large 
places. Also Rev. Timothy Spauld
ing, wh o was styled a martyr to the 
cause of slavery. While lecturing 
upon that subject in one of the 
Western States, he was refused ad
mission to the meeting house, on 
account of the political feeling in 
the church, so retiriug to a grove, 
before a large audience, he delivered 
his lecture, took cold and died from 
its effects. R ev. Ziba Howard, 
Rev. Rufus Smlth and Rev. Mr. 
Kingsbury were also among the 
number. Those who have supplied 
their pulpit, as near as can be ascer
tained, were Rev. Messrs. Simeon 

This church was organized Sept. 
25, 1791, with advice and direction 
of the pastors of the Oongregation
alist churches of Dummerston and 
Newfane. 'fhe first members as ap
peal's by the church records, were 
Reuben Wellman, Mary Gage, Loney 
Blanchis, Aaron Whitney, Mary 
Wellman, Margaret Whitney and 
John Wellman. Reuben Wellman 
was chosen the first deacon. In 
1794, by a vote of the ch111'ch, an in
vitation was extended to John Stod
dard to take the l)astoral charge of 
the church. The church at the 
same time requesting the town to 
give him the minis terial land al
ready alluded to in connect.ion with 
the Baptist church, which i t ap
pears was nnder the control of the 
town. But the t own, for some 
cause, refused t o grant him th e la,nd 
which we ha,e alr&'lcly seen went to 
Simeon Ooombs, who afterwards 
presented one-half of the same to 
the Oongregational society. Stod
dard, however, it appears, came and 
preached for several years; and it 
does not appear that the church had 
any other settled preacher until 
1815, when Rev. Philip Spanlding 
was regularly installed pastor over 
it, and receiving the land which 
Ooombs presented to the society. 
Spaulding remained with the church 
till 1829, and was succeeded by Rev. 
Samuel Kingsbury, who was dis
missed 1833. There is 110 record of 
those who have preached for this 
church since Mr. Kingsb11l'Y left. 
Below we give a list collected from 
old inhabitants : Joseph Kin gs
bury, -- Brown, J nstin Parson: 
Abel Pattin, Sumner Liucoln. 
Thomas Rood, Abijah Stowell, - 
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Selden, Robert D. Miller, Nelson 
Barber, L. G. Ohase and W. O. 
Bourn. 

THE UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY 

built a meeting house in 1851, and 
for two or three years after their 
house was built Rev. MI'. Wilcox 
supplied the pulpit, who was suc
ceeded by Rev. MI'. Perkins, who 

their reason . Property was wasted, 
families neglected and churches rent 
in pieces. Finally, upon setting 
time after time for the second ad
ven t, and being as often disappoin t
ed, many acknowledged their mis
take and the excitement abated. 
"God grant," says an eye witness, 
"that we may never see the like 
again." 

stayed abou t the same length of time, 
since whi:c-h they have not had any I ACCIDENTS. 

preac~in%: They never had a church About the year 1862, Daniel 
organll~a lOn. IStockel', and his son George, then a 

MILLERISM. young ma.n of 21 years of age, were 
lou t breakmg roads when a gust of 

In the fall or early win tel' of 1842 wind carried off the young man's 
a man by the name of Chandler, a hat, who immediately went in search 
preacher, came to Jamaica, and of it, and not returning his father 
wished to lecture on the second com- supposed that he had gone to the 
ing of Ohrist as declared by Miller. house which was ne:1r by, and con
He proposed to show from the tinued his work for nearly an hour, 
prophesies that the end would come when ascertaining that George was 
on a certain month and day in 1843, not at the honse he went to look for 
and being an eloquent speaker, and him and passing around the brow of 
able reasoner, many very soon ell1- the hlll, he saw :1 large snow-slide, 
braced his views. Great excitement and on proceeding to the spot and 
prevailed. Other preachers of the listening could just heal' the feeble 
same faith soon arrived, and this ex- sound of his Eon's voice, then so 
citement lasted during the next weak from exhaustion that it could 
snmmer and autumn. Farmers neg- scarcely be heard. He was entirely 
lected their fields, alleging that the covered and so completely imbeded 
world would end before harvest, :1nd in the snow as _to be unable to move 
crops that h:1d matured were left to hand or foot, and where he must 
wa"te. Meetings were held in dif- have perished bu t for the timely as
ferent places almost continually, till sistance of the father, who dug him 
people were exhausted by fatigne, out. 
anxiety and want of sleep. A com- The great freshet of Oct. 4, 1869, 
pany of these fanatics collected at willlollg be remembered by the in
the house of a Mr. Young in the habitants of Jamaica and surround
south part of the town . The house ing towns, as the most destructive 
was thronged day after day until the of the kind that eyer occurred in 
community became alarmed for the this vicinity. The damage done to 
health and reason of those in at- the highway was immense, nearly 
tendance. The civil authority vis- all the bridges in town, amounting 
ited them and in kindness requested to about a mile in length, being 
them to stop the meetings for a time swept away and the roads otherwise 
and get rest and sleep, but all to no [rendered impassible. The damage 
purpose. A few days after this done to private property was also 
Mrs. Young died from over-exci te- great. There were several narrow 
ment. ; escapes of men's lives, and one man, 

A Mrs. Stocker ill the same neigh- Mr. Wm. H. Can, was sweft away 
borhood became ins:1ne and com- in the mighty element. The cir
mitted suicide, while many others cnlllst:mees of his death were as fol
appeared for the time to have lost ]lows: 'rile bridge across the stream 
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near Ohas. D. Reed's had been all 
the forenoon (Oct. 4th) momentari
ly expected to go off, the abutments 
having been undermined in the 
early part of the day. Mr. O. dur
ing this time had been cautioning 
older people, and preventing the 
boys from venturing upon the 
bridge. At noon he went to his 
house and took dinner, and as he 
started to go back, Mrs. O. in turn 
charged him not to go upon the 
bridge. He replied that there was 
not money enough in town to hire 
him to cross it, and wen t off. On 
reaching the spot he perceived that 
the water had fallen a good deal and 
the bridge still standing. He re
marked to a Mr. Clark standing 
near, that it was safe, thereupon he 
and Ulark started to cross to the op
posite side. They no sooner stepped 
upon the bridge than it began to 
tremble. Mr. Clark sprung back
ward, while Mr. Oan rushed ahead, 
hoping, it is supposed in his fright, 
to gain the opposite side, but so 
suddenly did the brid~e float off that 
he had not got more tlIan half way 
across. Mr. Clark saw him as he 
floated down the stream, standing in 
the middle of the bridge with his 
hands raised above his head, looking 
upward apparently watching the 
falling timbers, when the bridge 
seemed to close up and crush him III 
its huge grasp. No more was seen 
of him until after the water abated 
the next day, when his body was 
found washed up on dry land a short 
distance above West Townshend. 
Mr. Oan had held various offices in 
this town, and at the time of his 
death was the oldest deputy sheriff 
in the county of Windham, in which 
office he excelled. The town lost a 
valuable and active citizen. 

HON. ,TOHN E. BUTLER, 

Son of Aaron and Lucinda (How
ard,) Butler, born in Jamaica, Dec. 

·14,1809; worked on his father's farm 
till 17 years of age; then worked 
abroad, at home, attended select and 
academical schools, taught winter 
schools in the towns of Londonder

ry, Townshend and Windham; Mar. 
1833, studied law with Epuphrodi
tus Ransom, Esq., at Townshend: 
Mr. Ransom removing to Michigan 
he continued in the office of Hon. 
John Roberts of Townshend; fin
ished with Horace Roberts, Esq. of 
Whitingham; admitted to the Wind
ham Oounty bar at the April term, 
1837; commenced and continued to 
practice with Horace Roberts at 
Whitingham, till the death of Mr. 
Roberts in 1838; Oct. 25, 18;:37, 
married to Roccina Brooks of Win
hall; P. Iv!. at Whitingham, 1838
43 ;while residen t at Whitingham,an 
academy was built there and provid
ed with apparatus, mainly through 
his efforts; July 24,1843, commenc
ed the practice of law in Jamaica; 
represen tative from the town in 
1838, '39, '51, '53; West River Bank 
incorporated in 1853,mainly through 
his influence, and 10c~Lted at J amai
ca; organized 1854, he was elected 
cashier and remained so while he 

- .lived; formed a law partnership 
with Benj. L . Knowlton; dissolved ---
by Mr. Knowlton's death in 1855 ; 
1857, member of the Oonstitutional 
Oonvention; 1858, '59, Windham 
county State senator; 1859 Jamaica 
Leather 00. incorporated and lo
cated at Jamaica, chiefly through 
his influence; commenced business 
in 1859; formed a law partnership 
with H. II. ·Wheeler, which contin
ued while he lived. 

In 1861 he was a prominent can

didate for governor, but Ivlr. Hol

brook's claims were urged so strongly 

that Mr. Butler's name was with

drawn. 


As a lawyer he stood in the front 

rank. For the preparation of causes 

for trial, the alTangemeut and pu t

ting in of testimony, and the cross

examination of witnesses, he had no 

equal in this part of the State. 


In the town where he resided, he 

was foremost in every enterprise fo], 

its welfare, or of the village in which 

he lived. As a legislator he was 

practical and reliable, and as a 

neighbor, kind and accommodating. 

His family consisted of it wife and 
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I 
three children. '1'he youngest, Geo. the present time. He had two sons 
A., died Aug. 1, 1864, at the age of who enlisted in the service in the late 
18. His eldest, John A., assisted Rebellion. Warren died soon after 
him in the bank from about the time returning home from disease con
it was incorporated until his death. tracted in the army. Wm. n. H. 
His second son, Henry A., was lying was wounded at Algiers, La., by a 
clangerously sick at Beaufort, S. C., party of guerrilas; recovering from 
where Mr. Butler had gone to visit his wounds,he again entered the ser
him, at the time of his own death, 
which occUlTed May 9, 1867.- Oon
densed f1'om an elaborated notice in 
the Vermont Record and Farmm·. 

SOLOMON GOODALE, 

a man of liberality, died at Jamaica, 

vice and rose to the rank of major. 

TIMOTHY GOODALE. 

A nephew of Solomon Goodale, 
also emigrated from Massachusetts
Iwhen quite young. He was a tal
ented man, a consistent member of 

Vt., in Sept., 1815, aged 70 years. I the Congregational church, and an 
At no time was his property worth 
$5,000. He was a farmer, livingin a 
rude spot in the neigh borhood of the 
Green Mountains. All his property 
was gained by severe personal labor, 
alid saved by strict frugality, yet 
about the year 1800, he gave $100 to 
the Con. Miss. Soc, and the sa.me 
snm for several sllccessi ve years. 
When the American Board of For
eign Missions was established, he 
sen t notice that he wished to Stl b
scribe $500 for immediate use, and 
$1000 for the fund while yet it was 
not in his power to pay only $50 as 
earnest money. He fulfilled his en
gagement and paid interest on the 
proposed $1,000 until he made pro
vision for its payment, just before 
his death, adding to it another 
$1,000. The amount of his dona
tions to missions to the heathen be
sides other chari ties, was $3,686. He 
had also provided for his children 
and his wife. He was a Baptist, yet 
most of his donations were entrusted 
to the hands of his fellow Christians 
not Baptists. 

His integrity soon gained the con
fidence and respect of his townsmen 
and he probably had a greater influ
ence over them than any other man 
of his time. For several years he 
was onr representati ve at the General 
Assembly, and for a long time held 
the office of town clerk, and at 
different times held other town 
offices. The Baptist church is greatly 
indebted to him for its prosperity at 

ardent abolitionist. He was promi
nent in town matters and was sev
eral years in the legislature.-10·orn 
Allen's Biographical Dictionary. 

DR. JOEL HOLTON. 

Thomas Holton, with his son 
Arad, who had previously married 
Anna Haven, came to Dummerston 
in 1782, and together owned the 
well-known Holton farm north of 
the centre village. Arad's wife died 
in 1787, and he married Rebecca 
Houghton in the same year. She 
died, and he married Eunice Skin
ner, widow of J asiah, son of Lieut. 
Leonard Spaulding. Joel was born 
of this marriage, May 14, 1803. He 
became an apt scholar and a fine 
penman in the common district· 
schools of the time, and by teaching 
penmanship enabled himself to pur
sue higher studies under the tuition 
of the neighboring clergyman, as 
was common in those times. Among 
others from whom he received in
struction in this manner was Rev. 
Ephriam Holland Newton of Marl
boro. He also attended a few terms 
at the academy in West Brattleboro, 
and studied medicine with Dr. Isaac 
N. Knapp of Dummerston. He was 
so successful that he attended a 
course of medical lectures at Bowdoin 
college, Maine, from which he receiv'
ed the degree of Doctor of Medicine, 
May 17, 1831. He became a }l'ellow 
of the V ermon t Second Medical 
Society in the same year. His certifi.
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cate contains the four names, John the traffic in intoxicating liquors. 
P. Warren, David Allen, Waitstill He vigorously opposed slavery and 
R. Ranney and Chester Olds, famil- favored abolition, and was secretary 
iar in the medical profession. of the first anti-slavery society in 

He married Lucretia Bugbee be- the State. He was most strenuously 
fore his graduation, Aug. 29, 1830. opposed to secret societies of every 
He resided in Dummerston until the name and kind, considering them 
latter part of the year 1831, when conspiracies against the good of so
he removed to Jamaica and settled ciety and wholly out of place in a 
there. His wife died there May 15, free country and among a free peo
1839, leaving no children. He mar- pIe. He could brook no opposition 
ried Miss Pamelia Knowlton of about this, and carried it into all 
Wardsboro, Dec. 3, 1839. T'he child- I his associations. He was generous 
ren of this marriage are: W. H. H. of his means towards all public and 
Holton, inspector of customs at the worthy objects, large-hearted and 
port of New York; Warren L. Hol- kind; was known to all the people 
ton, who was a soldier of Co. D, 16th round about; was prominent among 
Regt. Vt. Vols., and died Aug. 2, families, in the street and in public 
1863, just after being mustered out places. His death, full of years, was 
of the service; Mrs. Lucretia E., noticed by all, and he will be greatly 
Eddy, wife of David Eddy, l!;sq., of missed by many. 
Jamaica; and George W. Holton, 
who now resides with his mother at 
the family homestead. Several 
others died in infancy. Dr. Holton 
died at Jamaica, Aug. 3, 1884. 

During the half century and up
wards that he practiced his profes
sion in Jamaica he was the favorite 
family physician of many people in 
that and adjoining towns. He was 
moderate in his charges for service, 
lenient in asking payment and 
never refused attendance and medi
cine for the poor. His house was 

""<11 ways open to his friends, relatives, 
acquaintances and patrons. He was 
town clerk from 1836 to 1845, and 
from 1860 to 1863, inclusive, and a 
member: of the constitutional con
vention of 1850, justice of the peace 

)IRS. PAIUIELIA HOLTON. 

When it became known that in 
the early morning of the second day 
of May the soul of this saintly wo
man had passed on to her maker, the 
universal thought and exclamation 
was," A mother in Israel has fallen;" 
and never were words more fittingly 
applied. Born in Wardsboro, Nov. 
21, 1816, she was one of a family of 
five children of Justice and Chloe 
Knowlton, all of whom were men 
and women of strong mental and 
physical vigor, and one, the Rev. 
Miles J. Knowlton, D. D., was for 
more than 20 years a missionary in 
China, dying there about 15 years 
ago. Parmelia Knowlton was con

for several years, and representative verted in the spring of 1838, and 
to the Legislature in 1868 and 1869. united with the Baptist church in 
When the artist, Wood, at Mont- West Wardsboro. December 3, 1839, 
pelier in 1868, wished to represent a she married Dr. Joel Holton of Ja
country doctor in a painting, he maica. She was the mother of five 
selected Dr. Holton as a type, and children, three of whom are now 
induced him to pose for a figure of living, one son dying in the army. 
that character; and in the picture With a simple dignity that won 
he appears quite true to life. Soon the respect of all, she yet made her
after coming to Jamaica, he united self the servant of all, and none were 
with the Baptist church, and was too humble not to be loved and 
ever afterward an active and prom- helped by her, and her life was one 
inent member. He was an early ad- unceasing round of kind deeds that 
vocate of temperance and favored brightened and bettered every life 
strong-ly the strictest prohibition of I that came in contact with hers. 
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THE HON. HOYT H. WHEELER. 

The Hon. Hoyt H. Wheeler was 
bol'll at Chesterfield, N. H., August 
30, 1833, where he lived until Feb
ruary 14, 1849, when he removed 
wi~h his parents, John and Roxana 
Wheeler, to Newfane, Vt. While 
residing at Newfane he attended 
school several terms at Chesterfield 
academy, and also select schools at 
Fayetteville, Vt. In December, 
1855, he commenced the study of 
law with Charles K. Field , Esq., at 
Williamsville, Vt., and remained 
with Mr. Field what time he could 
get till March, 1859, at which time 
he went in to the office of Bradlev 
& Kellogg, at Brattleboro, and stuci'
ied with them till the September 
following, when he was admitted to 
the bar in Windham county. In De
cember he went into partnership at 
Jamaica with th e late Ron. John E. 
Butler; practiced law with him 
until the death of the latter in 1867, 
after which he continued his prac
tice in Jamaica till the summer of 
1869, when he associated with him
self L. M. Reed, which co-partner
ship lasted till he was elected one of 
the assistant judges of the Supreme 
COl1l't of this State. Mr. Wheeler's 
parents were poor and he was obliged 
to rely upon his own resources to 
obtain means with which to pursue 
his studies at school, and also those 
of the law. While attending the 
academy and studying law he taught 
school and attended to various other 
kinds of business. In 1868 he rep
resented the town of Jamaica at the 
General Assembly, and in 1869 was 
chosen senator from the county of 
Windham, and was a member of the 
Senate at the time he was elected 
judge. Mr. ~Wheeler possesses a well 
balanced mind and on entering 
upon the praceice of law formed 
habits of industry and regularity, 
and his intense application and un
yield ing perseverence soon ranked 
him among the first lawyers in the 
State, and jl)stly entitled him to the 
high position which he now occu
pies. 

BENJ. L. KNOWLTON, 

also a partner of the late John E. 
Bntler, was born in Newfane, Sep
tember 16, 1824. He was a son' of 
Benjamin and Olive S. Knowlton. 
He attended school at Leland and 
Gray seminary at 'l'ownshend, and a 
few terms at the Black River acade
my at Ludlow, until fitted for college. 
He graduated at Waterville, Maine, 
in 18M), In 1851 he commenced the 
study of law with Oscar Shafter, at 
Wilmington, Vt., and remained with 
him un til he was ad mi tted to the 
bar in 1854. In December, the 
same year, he commenced practice 
in company with Mr. Butler. He 
became a weJl read lawyer, held the 
office of State's attorney in the 
county for two years, and at the 
time of his death, September 19, 
1859, he had attained a good degree 
of eminence in his profession, and 
was highly respected by his towns
men, both as a citizen and as It law
yer. 

ATTORNEYS 

who have resided in town and pur
sued their profession here: John E. 
Butler, Benjamin L. Knowlton, E. 
E. Kellogg, H. H. Wheeler, E. L. 
IVaterman, L. IV1. Read and J. G. 
Eddy. 

PHYSICIANS 

who have practiced medicine in J a
maica: Nathaniel 'iVeeks, Joel Hol
ton, Moses Chamberlain, 'iVilliam 
Sanders, C. Fisher, J. Otis Howe, 
'iVilliam Chase, Lorenzo H. Sprague, 
M. V. Congdon, A. F. Bliss, Charles 
E. Spring. 

PETER R. TAFT, 

an influential citizen, spent about 
20 years of the most active part of 
his life in Jamaica, and rendered 
here valuable and efficient services 
in a public capaaity. At the time 
of the enactment of the law creating 
road commissioners for each county, 
he was appointed a member of the 
first board; and through his influ
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ence many alterations and improve
ments were made in the public roads 
throughout the county. Below we 
give a memorial sketch published in 
the Cincinnati Gazette, soon after 
his death, January, 1867. 

PETER RAWSON TAFT, 

born April 17,1785, at Ux~ridg~, 
Mass., at 14 years of age, WIth IllS 

father's family, removed to the ne.w 
S tate of Vermont and settled l.ll 
Townshend. He labored o.n 1113 

father's farm a greater portIOn of 
his time, but improved the advan
tages of snch common ~chools and 
academies as were accessIble; he WHS 

iarity with the Bible, truly remark
able. He has left to those friends 
and relatives who have survived him 
and who knew him hest, a sweet 
and precious memory. He died 
about 4 o'clock A. ~f. on New Year's 
day. 

LONGEVITY. 

The following named persons lived 
to a great age. Several were np
wards of 00, and few, if any, were 
under 80 years, at the time of their 
decease: J ames Magan, Rachell 
Magan, Sally Howard, Benj. Knowl
ton, Olive S. Knowlton, Wm. Bond, 
Dea. C. Wheaton, Lewis Shumway, 

studiolls and always fond of ,r~ad- Sarah G.Hyde, Nehemiah Ramsdell, 
ing. As soon as he was ?f suffiCIent 
age, he taug~t the publIc school of 
'fowllshend III the wmter season, 
and continued to do so for. five or 
six years. He also made hl!llSelf a 
skillfnl surveyor, and for a tIme was 
extensively employed in that capac
ity. '. 

At 25 he was marned to Sylvla 
Howard of the same place, who has 
also died within the past year. They 
lived together about 56 years. 

Huldah ,Vilder, Reuben Holton, 
Jonathan Howard, Israel Unde~'
wood, John Howe, Nathan DavlQ
son Sarah Davidson, Bailey Raw
son: Susannah Rawson, Abijah Flll
ler Susannah Streeter, Betsey 
Ki~lgsbury, Huldah Howe, Jemima 
Cobb, Alpheus Kellog, Nat.han 
Weeks, Joshua Daniels, Ehsha 
Howard John Ho,ve, John Well
man, J~hn "Watson, Josiah David
son Mrs. Josiah Davidson, Benj. 

They had but one child, Alphon- Fu;nace Luther Howard, Silas 
zo Taft, now one of the jud.ges ~f Howard: Phebe Howard, John 
the Superior Court of CID?lDnatJ, Chapin, Joel Hil~, T. Hiscock, ~ocl 
with whom they have reSIded at Howe, Jonas PeIrce, Jonas Pence, 
Cincinnati the last 20 years or more. Jr. Susan Peirce, Daniel Eddy, 
The active life. of the deceased ~vas Pa~l Howard, Lydia How~, ~eter 
mainly spent III Vermont. Wlth- Chase, Samuel Barry, BenJ. Llver
out aspiring to high office, he was a more Ezra Livermore, rchabod 
good deal in public life .. Byannual Higgins, Abijah Livermore, Eb~ll
elections and re-electIOl!-s h.e was ezer Higgins, Mrs. Ebenezer Hlg
many times ~ representatIve III the gins, Ephriam S~ocker, ~ohn ,Bald
Vermont Legislature. He was four win, James RoblDson, ~m. Styles, 
years judge of the Pr?bate Court, IElisha Johnson, Matilda Johnson, 
and also four years a Judge of the 
Windham County Court. He was 
extensively trusted, confided in and 
consulted by his neighbors and fel
low citizens of 'Windham county, 
and universally regarded as .a just 
and humane man, not grasplDg for 
gain nor ambitious for offi~e; but 
rendering much useful serVIce for 
moderate compensation. 

Books have been a great resource 
in his old age. His historical knowl
edge was extensive and his famil-

Mrs. Aaron Cressey, Aaron Cressey. 

TOWN CLERI'S. 

Wm. H. Ohurch 1781-82, Paul 
Hayward 1782-84, Peter Hazelton 
1784-85, Silas Hayward 1785-87, 
Caleb Howard 1787-88, Peter L!lDl b 
1788-90, Ezra Livermore 1790-1833, 
Nathaniel Oheney, Jr. 1833-36, Dr. 
Joel Holton 1836-46, Gilbert ShoDl
way 1846-47, Samuel Oheney 1847
60, Joel Holton 1860·64, Luke 
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Howard 1864-80, F. E. Smith lfov. 
4, 18S0-91. 

REPRESENTATIVES. 

1782, -William H. Ohurch; ~783 
88 there were no representatives; 
1789-91, Silas Hayward ; ~792, there 
is no roll of representatIves to be 
found; 1793, Ezra Livermore; 17~4, 
Oaleb Hayward; 1795-6, Ezra LlV-

West river at a point where the river 
leaves Ball mountain, now known as 
the "Salmon hole," an account of 
which, taken from Hall's. History of 
Eastern Vermont, we glVe below: 
"Preparations having been consum
mated a scout of 19 men under the 
comm~nd of Oapt. Eleazer Melvi:l, 
marched on the 13th of May, 1740, 
from Fort Dummer. Proceeding up 
Oonnecticut river as far as Number 

ermore; 1797, ~enjamin Muzzey; FoUT, they were there joined by.Oap
179S-99, Ezra Livermore; lS00-08, tains Stevens and Hobbs, with a 
Benjamin Muzzey; lS09, Amos Iforce of 60 men, and the whole party 
Howard, 2d; lS10-13, ,Benjamin I on Sunday, the 15th, at sunset, s~t 
Muzzey; lS14-16, Ezra LlVermore; out from Number Four on then 
lS17 Nathaniel Robbins; 1818, hazardous enterprise. They follow
non~; 1819, Asa Stevens; 1820-23, ed the"Indian road"along the banks 
Nathaniel Robbins; 1824-25, Telotes of Black river but sometimes would 
Skinner; 1826, Nathaniel Robbins, lose it in fOl:ding streams and in 
1827, Peter R. ~aft; 1828, .Alpheus traversing the forests. where ~he 
Kellogg; 1829-bO, Nat~amel Rob- ground was covered with a th~ck 
bins; 1831~32, Nathamel Oheney, Igrowth of underbrush. On reachlDg 
Jr.; 1833-34, Peter R. Taft; 1835- the main branch of Otter Oreek, 
36, Timothy Good.ale ; 1837, Nathan Oapt. Melvin and his men, accord
Ames; 1838, Timothy Goodale; ing to agreement, left the party, 
1839-40-41, Samuel T. R. 9heney; crossed the stream, and se~ ?ut for 
1842, Solomon Newell; 1843, Luke Orown Point. Oapt. Melvlll s party 
Howard; 1844-45, none ; lS46, havino- met during the two follow 
Pliny Barrows; lS47, none; 1848- ing days with many indubitable 
9, John E. Butler; 1850, Luke signs of the enemy, came on the ~3d 
Howard; 1851, John E. Butler; to a large camp inclosed by a thlCk 
1852, Ira S. Field; 1853, John E. fence, where they found about 12 
Butler; 1854-5~, Samuel T. ~. Ohe- pounds of good French bread, and a 
ney; 1856, David Ed,dy; lSo7, AI- keg which from all al?pearances ~ad 
pheus Kellogg; 1?o8-61, Robert lately contained WIlle. ~avlllg 
Myers ; lS62-64, ElIJah M. Torrey; arrived opposite to Orown Pomt on 
lS65-66, Abijah Muzzy; lS67, Hoyt the 25th they perceived two ca~oes 
H. Wheeler; lS6S-69, Joel Holton; with Indians on the lake and Im
lS70-72, Oharles S. Olark; 1874, J. prud ently fired upon .them; ~he gar
G. Eddy; 1876, Albert Sturges; rison at Orown Pomt takmg the 
187S, W. H. H. Holton; 1.S80, W. 
O. Oushing; 1882-84, Damel She1'

win; 1886, J. Q. Shumway; 1888
90, Daniel Sherwin. 

MILI1'ARY HIS'rORY OF 

JAMAICA. 


BATTLE BETWEEN THE WHITES AND 

INDIANS. 

alarm, fired several guns and sent 
out a party to intercept them. 
Melvin and his party immediately 
started on their return, marching 
three or four mjles through a deep 
morass. On the 26th, they saw the 
tracks of 150 to 200 of the enemy, 
who had evidently left that morning, 
having taken the course by which 
Melvin's party had reached Lake 
Oha.mplain. tTpon this they took a 
south direction and marched up the 

A fight between a party of scoutl> south branch of Otter creek, and on 
from Fort Dummer in Brattleboro the _30th came upon a branch of 
took place neal' Jamaica village on West river. Provisions being very 
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short they began their march before Melvin's men, viz: Sergt. John 
sunrise on the 31st, and travelled Heyward, Sergt. Isaac Taylor, Pri
until about half after 9 o'clock in vates John Dodd, Daniel Mann and 
the morning. On the banks of West . Samuel Severance were killed out
river several of the company being : right. Joseph Petty was wounded 
faint and weary, desired to stop and and his comrades being unable to 
refresh themselves. Having scattered take him with them in their flight, 
they took off their packs and began left him in a hut made with boughs, 
shooting the salmon then passing up situated near a spring. Before de

L....the shoals of the river. While thus parting they placed beside him a 
engaged, the Indians who, unknown pint cup fllled with water and told 
to Melvin, were then in pursuit of him" to live if he could" until they 
him and his party, directed proba- should return with assistance. On 
bly by the report of his gUllS, pressed the 2d, Capt. Melvin with 46 men, 
forward and suddenly opened fire left Fort Dummer for the place 
upon the incautious scout from be- I where the fight had occurred. Great 
hind the logs and trees about 30 search was made for Pettey, but he 
feet distant. Melvin endeavored was nowhere to be found. Af
to rally his men who had been tel' having buried the dead above 
thrown into the greatest confusion named, with the exception of Sam
by this unexpected attack, but was uel Severance, whose body was not 
unsuccessful, for after firing one discovered until some time after, 
volley they retreated, some running the ;party returned to Fort Dumm er, 
up, some down the river, others havmg been absent about three 
crossing to the opposite sid e and days. On the · 6th, Lieuts. Alexan
two 01' three escaping to a neigh- del' and Hunt with a large force, --...boring thicket. Deserted by his went again to search for Petty. In 
men, Oapt. Melvin was left alone to one report it is stated that he was 
defend himself. Several of the In- found dead; in another that his 
dians attempted to strike him with body was never discovered. From 
their hatchets, others threw them at the secrecy used in concealing the 
him, and one of them, or a shot, bodies of their companions, it was 
carried away his belt and with it impossible to determine the loss of 
his bullets. He then ran down the the enemy. The fight is supposed 
river and was followed by bvo In- by some to have taken place within 
dians, who, as they approached, the limits of the present township 
called to him "Oome, Oaptain! of Newfane, but it is more probable 
now Captain!" On pointing his that the scene of the conflict was 
musket at them, they fell back a within the bounds of Jamaica, or 
little, upon which, he ascended the Londonderry, the latter being the 
bank of the river, when they again most likely, as the situation corres
fired at him. Gaining a side hill, ponds best with that given by Capt. 
commanding a view of the place Stevens, viz: 33 miles from Fort 
where the skirmish had taken place, Dummer up West river. It is now 
he then sat down to watch for his ascertained beyond a doubt that this 
men and wait for the shout of the fight took place at the point above 
Indians, usually given when they mentioned, the Salmon Hole; 
have gained a victory; but not see- which is situated in West river, 
ing the former, nor hearing the lat- about 27 miles from · Brattleboro. 
tel', he started for Fort Dummer, Above this place is a bend in the 
w here he arrived on the 1st of June river, it taking an easterly course 
about noon-time. One of his men Iand running around Ball Mountain, 
had come in a little before him, and and it is probable that the Indians 
eleven more arrived, though in sev- being better acquainted with the 
eral companies, in the space of a !route struck across on the west side 
few hours. In this fight, five of of the mountain, which would be 
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several miles nearer, and in this way forward and enlisted. . 'l'hon taking 
overtook Oapt. Melvin's party. a position behind a drummer-boy 
Earlier settlers tell us that bones of and holding in his hand a staff 
human beings have been dug up by from which was suspended a silk 
th~ farmers' plow, and that mou!)ds ha,ndkercbief representing a flag, 
saId to be graves where /theaead this brave volunteer marched to and 
were buried were within their recol- fro, across the common, in front of 
leetion visible near this place. w here the Oongregational church 

That the Indians once inhabited now stands, asking otbers to join 
this region is apparent from the him. Wm. Davidson soon took a 
fact that numerous beds covered place by the side of Vial, and was 
with pieces of flint where they had immediately followed by Sylvester 
carved out their arrows have been Hiscock, Zather Daniels, Amasa 
found in different parts of the town IEvidence and Alvin O. Greene, com
although nothing. definite can be pleting the number of privates. A 
learned about them. sergeant was still wanting. There 

were five in town at this time, who 
1812. drew lots by placing bits of wood of 

different lengths, in the hands of 
Under the call for troops, in the Oapt. Robbins, agreeing that he who 

war of 1812, Jamaica was called should draw the shortest piece, 
upon to furnish six privates and one should go. The lot fell upon Oaleb 
sergeant. Noone responded to the Howe, who afterwards procured 
call, therefore a draft was ordered, Abram Gage, a . substitute, to take 
and as the day arrived for carrying his place. One or two of the pri
it into effect, the people of the town vates for some cause did not go,
assembled to witness the proceed probably on account of sickness. 
ings. Before commencing, a request Amasa lDvidence died from disease 
was made for volunteers, when while in the service. 'rhe rest re
Nathaniel Vial promptly stepped turned at the close of the war . 

. . .. -- - ___________________________.1-_____ _ 
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SOLDIERS OF THE WAR OF 1861. 


VOLUNTEERS FOR THREE YEARS CREDITED PREVIO US TO CALL FOR 300,000 VOLUN


TEERS OF OCTOBER, 1863. 


..; I ~ I --- 
~ ~S ~ When 

'So S ¢ Enlisted. 
Q) 0 Ql) 

P:; 0...:1------1-----

-
~ 

....., 

-,'-


Allard, Albert J.______ 9 1K 22 July
Alle,n, Henry J. _____ __ 11 G 21 Aug. 

Amldon,~eo.H.------ i 4 I 23 Aug. 

Ba~ley, ?tlS -- ___ ______: 4 II 28 Aug. 

Bruley, rhomas M. ____ I 4 I 24 Aug.

Bond , HenryA. _______ 11 G 18 Aug. 


1
1?,0ynton, Miron L. ___ __I 8 H 23 Jan. 

Castle, Samuel B. __ ___ I 4 I 21 Sept. 

Clough, Alonzo P. _____ : 9 K 33 June 

Cobb, J ames H. _____ __ j 4 I 24 Aug. 

Cros~y , H enry H. _____ I 4 1 

Darllllg, Charles H. ___ _, 8 IH 28 Dec. 

Ellis, Geo. HOo _______ _ 1 S S F 32 Sept. 

Fish, Frederick A.. __ __ 2 'II 21 May 

F ish, Walter W. __ ___ __ 4 I 25 Aug.
~rench , David W. _____ 1 S S F 27 Sept. 

C.-ale, Asa A. __ .., __ __ __ 11 

Gale, David J._ .. ______ 4 

Gleason, Seneca B. __ __ 2 

Haskins, Martin _ ____ _ 11 

Haywood, Geo. C._____ 
 4 


Holton, Wm. H. H. __ _ 8 

Howard, Albert ___ ___ _ 5 

H oward , Harden W. __ 
 8 

Howard , Marcus J . ___ _ 
 4 


Howard, Squire E. ____ I 8 


H~ward, Wm. H. H' -- I 8 

Howe. Gardner H. ___ _ 11 

Howe, Waitstill _____ __ \ 11 

Howe, ,;Vorden A .. ___ _ 11 

Hurlburt , Wm. H. __ __ 
 4 

Johnson, Judson R. _ -- I 4 

Johnson, Norman ___ _ 11 

K ellogg, Leroy G. _____ , 4 


K ilburn , Joseph WOo__ 2 

Lynch , John__________ 9 

Osier, Joseph____ __ __ __ 2 

P erham, Alanson E. _ _ _ 9 

Pearson, Chas. _ ___ _ ___ 4 

Pike, Norman T. ___ ___ 4 

Pike, W m . ____ ____ ___ 4 

P ike, W m. W. __ __ ____ 4 

Ramsdell,JOhn _______ _! 8 


E 27 July 

II 23 AUg'. 

,1 21 May 

G 27 Aug. 

I 21 Aug. 


H20 J an. 

E 21 Aug. 

H 18 Dec. 

I 24 Aug. 


H 21 July 

1 


IH I22INOV. 

G 121 !Aug. 

iG 31 1Aug. 

'I G 35 ,Aug. 

I 21 'jAUg .

I 2fiAug. 

G ,42 Aug. 

I 21 Sept. 


I 

I 211May 
K. 26:June 
I 24iMay 
K 34!July 
I )20 Aug. 

'I I 29!Aug. 
I 361Aug. 
I 18 lSept. 
H21 :Dec. 

Rawson, Harrison L. __ 2 S S IH 19iDec. 

Rawson, Kimball P. __ _ 2 S S H 21 1Dec. 

Ra wson, Riley G. ______ 2 S S H 22'Dec. 

Rawson, Sylvester E . __ 4 1 19iAug. 

Ray, Samuel B. __ __ __ _ 4 I 22,Aug. 

Richardson , Geo. A. ___ 2 S S H 22,Dec. 

Saunders, Wm. H . ____ 4 I 19'Aug. 


1
8, 62 Discharged J an. 15, 63. 
11, 62lProm. Corp. Nov. 27, 63. 
21,~1 I C?rp.Prom.2d~t.Co.I,Jan.19,62. 
2~, 61 i D~schargedApl'lI17, 62. 

11, 61 !Dled Jan. 9, 62. 

11,62i 

17, ~2 I'M~stered out of servo June 22,64. 

16, til DIscharged Jan. 11, 64. 

18, 62 

30. ,Re-en.Dec. 15,63; dis. May8,64. 

I 

10, 61 iRe-en . Jan. 5,64. 

11, 61 Disch arged March 8, 62. 

15, 61 1 ,Pro. Ser . Must. out June 29, 64. 

14,61 Sergt. discharged June 24, 62. 

11, 61 I p~0. Cor. Aug. 15, 63; k. Wil:In's. 

23, 62 DIed March 29, 64. [Feb. 2:), 65. 

28,61 iRe-en. Dec. 15, 63; tr. to Co. F, 

15, 61 'Re-en. Dec. 21, 63; killed at Wild. 

8, 62iSick in Gen. Hos. Aug. 31,64. 

15, 61 1Prom. Cor. tr . to Inv . Corps Sept. 
I 1, 63. [Jan. 1.3, 63. 

17, 62'Wounded June 22, 62; resIgned 
22, 61!Discharged March 4, 62. 
2, 61!Discharged Sept. 13, 63. 


13, 61 IRe-en. Dp.c. 15, 63; died in Millen , 

Ga., Oct. 23, 64. 


26, 64IPrivate Co. H, Nov. 19, 61; 1st 

Sergt. Feb. 18, 62 ; 2d Lt. Jan. 15, 

63; 1st Lt. June 12, 63; Capt. 

July 26,64. 


29, 61 lMustered out of servo June 22, 64. 
9, 62 Discharged Aug. 2, 63. 
7, 62 _ 
4,62 Prom. Artificer Dec. 27, 63. 

20, 61 Died Nov. 27, 62. 

14, 61 Discharged April 3, 62. 

9, 62 Sick in Gen. Hos. Aug. 31, 64. 


19, 61 Pro. Ser. r e-en. Dec. 15, 63 ; died of 

wounds rec. in act. May 6, 64. 


15, 61 Pro. Cor . Must. June 29, 64. 

17, 62 Discharged March 4, 63. 

15, 61 Deserted Dec. 25, 62. 

12, 62 Deserted Aug. 22, 62. 

29, 61 Died Nov. 29, 63. 

24, 61 Trans. to Co. F, Feb. 25, 65. 

14, 61 Discharged J an. 1,62. 

2, 61 !Mustered out of servo Sept. 30, 64. 

20, 61 !Mustered out of servo June 22, 64. 

3, 61 !Discharged Nov. 26, 62. 

3, 61 Discharged June 14, 62. 


20, 61 Died May 26, 62. [Feb. 25, 65. 

31, 61 Re-en. Dec. 15, 63: Tr. to Co. F, 

14, 61 Killed at Fredericksburg, Dec. 13,62 

7,61 '!DiSch arged Dec. 14,62. 


26, 61 Discharged May 19, 62. 
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SOLDIERS OF THE WAR OF 1861.-Continued. 


VOLUNTEERS FOR THREE YEARS CREDITED PREVIOUS TO CALL FOR 300,000 VOLUN


TEERS OF OCTOBER, 1863. 


Shaffner, Lorenzo -  - -

~ h' 
Il> >:i
S ~ I When 
'M S as Enlisted 
Il>Ob.O • 
~ 0...:1 

I 11
I 4 

G !19:AUg. 11,62 
Shepard, Austin E. ____ 
Stearns, Leonard A. __ _, 4 
Stocker, H enry P . ----- l 11 
Taylor, Horatio F. _ ___1 2 

Timothy, James E. ____ 11 
Twitchell, Joseph_ _ __ _ 11 
W ebster, Jona. B. __ • __ 4 
White, Chas. C. ______ 9 
vVhite, Marshall A. __ __ 4 

Wilder, Emery S. ____ _ 9 
Williams, Ormando M. 9Woodard, T. _______ ___ 4 

I 27 Aug . 
I i 
G'27 Aug. 
I 22 May 

H221Aug. 
G 26[Aug. 
I 38 Sept. 
K 161June 
I 29 Aug. 

IK21 1June 
K i21!JUlY 
I 133 Aug. 

22, 61 \Discharg ed Jan. 18,62. 

11, 62 Pro. Corp. F eb. 28, 62. 
1 Dec. 21, 63; Prom.15, 61Pro. Ser. re-en. 

1st Lt. Co. I , June 20,64. 
5, 6~ 
4, 62 Died Dec. 31, 63. 
5, 61 Pro. Ser. killed at Wild. May 6, 64. 

19, 62 Died at Brattleboro, March 5, 64. 
1B, 61 Sergt. reduced to Cor. Re-en. Dec. 

15, 63. 
28,62 
28,62 Discharged March 24,62. 
19, 61 Re-en. Dec. 15, 63; Tr. to Co. F, 

j Feb. 25, 65. 

VOLUNTEERS FOR THREE YEARS CREDITED UNDER CALL OF OCT. 17,1863, FOR 300,000 

VOLUNTEERS, AND SUBSEQUENT CALLS. 

~ ~ I
2 ~ I When 
'M S as Enlisted. 
Q) 0 b.O 
~ 0 <Ii 

-----------1----- 
Allen, Phineas_ - - - - - - - 11 G [118 Dec. 18, 63 
Axtell, Lorin S. _______ 9 H21Dec. 26,631 
Brimhall, Fred F. _____ 8 H 18 Dec. 22, 63 
Burlingame, Stephen __1 8 D 
Castle, Wm. H. ____ __ _I 9 H 44 Dec. 25,63 
Chase,Geo.S. ___ : __ ___ i 9 H21 Dec. 25,63DiedJan.21,64. 
Chase, Geo.T.. ________ 9 H21Dec. 17,63 
Chase, HenryP. _______ 9 H191,Dec. 17,63Missinginaction, Feb.2,64. 
Converse, Chas. H. ____ 11 G 211Dec. 7, 63 Tr. to Co. A, June 24, 65. 
Corbin, Geo. __________ 2 B. I 27 iDec. 22,63 Deserted. Ah. Aug. 3~, 64. 
Dale, JohnJ. _____ _____ 17 F19,Nov. 26,63Cor. Pr_Ser. May13,64;wd. mg. 
Furbush, Geo. _________ 8 K18!Dec. 21,63 
Guertien Harmini J. __ 11 G 18i,Dec. 26,63 Died Aug'. 27,64. 
Howe, Ora_ _______ ___ _ 11 G 23 iDec. 7, 631Killed nr. P etersburg, June 12, 64. 
Hungerford, David A. _ 8 K 39 Dec. 30, 63 Sick in Gen. Hos. Aug. 31, 64.lJefts, Norman L.______ 8 K 29[Dec. 18,631 
Jennison, Francis W. __ 4 I. I [31, 64 . 
May, Sidn~y ~. ________ 8 I 19[Dec. 21, 63A.tC~rnp Parole, Annapolis, Aug. 
Morse, Ablal1.___ ____ 8 K 34,Dec. 25, 63SlCkm Gen. Hos. Aug. 31,64. 
Parsons, Samuel L. _ ___ 8 (I 311Dec. 22, 631 
Phelps, Eugene L. _____ 9 !H 18!Dec. 18, 63 
Robinson, Wm.____ __ _ 9 'H 22 iJan. 17,64 
Rugg, Argalus R _____ 9 H21!Jan. 17,64 
Saunders, Harrison W. 9 H 19 Jan. 17,641 

1Saunders, Horace W.__ 9 H 181Jan. 28,64 

Styles, Jeremiah D. ____ 8 D 341Dec. 21, 63 

Thayer, Homer E. _____ 11 C 

Thomas, Freeling G.___ 8 D 21 1Dec. 23,64 

White, AustinD. ___ __ _ 9 H29,Dec. 17,63 




------
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SOLDIERS OF THE WAR OF 1861.-0ontirmed. 


VOLUNTEERS FOR ONE YEAR. 


0-------- ~ - -,- -------------- ~-----.~-~ 

<l) >i 
S it I When 

'bb S Q) 

~ 8~___ ______,___- _ 

Bailey, Otis_______ ____ 5 

Bridge, Rodolphus__ ___ 
 9 A 

Cobb, Chaudler L ._____ 9 H 

Davidson , Riley A.. ___ 
 Cay. 
D~voll, John A. _______ ICav. H 
GIlson, Wm. H .. ______ ·1 cav. I 

. Goodale, Geo. F.______ 9 [H 
Heunessy, Tho. J. ___ __ 9 C 
Hoard, Geo. A.________ 5 
Howard, Albert _______ Cay. 
Kingsbury, AmbroseA. 5 
Kingsbury, Elliott 0 .. _ 5 
Kingsbury, Merritt W. 5 
Lamphear, Geo. A. ___ . Cay. 
Leet, Lucius N. _______ Cay. 
McClellan, Sam'l T. ____ 9 IE 
Miller, Edmond G_____ 9 [H 
Rawson, Chandler D.__ 9 :s: 
Rawson, Webster L.___ 9 IH 
Sanders, Wm. H _______ ICav. I 
Stephen, NeweIL ______ , 9 IA 

Van Fleet, Abraham S.ICav.1 


Enlisted. 

1__----1---.---- 

VOLUNTEERS RE-ENLISTED . 

...; h I. s>i 
it
>i 

When I'bb S Q) Enlisted. 
<!J 0 0.0 ' 

. ~ 0 <11 1 

~-----I----'----Stockwell, Fl'anklin_ __ 4 F 18:Sept. 6, 61 iRe-en. Dec. 15, 63. 
Underwood, Ludovic__ 4 II i • I 

MISCELLANEOUS, NOT CREDITED BY ~A~1E:-;, VOLUNTEERS FOR NINE MONTHS. 

...; hi>i >i 
<!J oj I When 
.~ 8""; Enlisted. 
<!J 010.0 
~ 10 <11 . I--'-n---'------ 

Allen, Ph~neas________ I 1 18 ,Au~. ~9, 62 
Ball, Davld___________ 1 ;39 Auo ' ~9, 62 
Barnes, WIn. L. _______ 118 Aug. 29, 621Discharged Feb. 2, 63. 
Briggs, Chester L.. _____ 

Castle, Charles W. _-- _ 

Chase, George F.______ 

Dale, John J. -- -- _-- -' 

Divon, John A._______ 

Ellis, Henry A._______ 

Estabrook, Nelson F. ___ 

Estabrook, Rodney L. _ 

Goodale, George F. ____ 

Hard, George A.______ 

Holton, Warren L.____ 

Howe, Wm. G. __ __ ___ _ 

Johnson, Asa L.... ____ 


'. !27 Aug . 
I 121 Aug. 
1 20I,Aug. 
1 j18iAug. 

[30 IAug. 
'137:Aug. 
18iSept. 
!25ISept. 
'33:Aug. 
33iAug. 
181Aug. 
18,Aug. 
29!Aug. 

29, 62lwagoner.
29, 62 . 

29,62 

29, 621Pro. 1st Lt. Co. F, April 18, 65. 

29, 62 DisCh. at Brattleboro, Feb. 26, 63. 

29,62,l


3, 621 
3, 62 

29, 62' 
29,62 . 
29, 62iDled Aug. 1, 63. 
29, 621 
29, 62 
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SOLDIERS OF THE WAR OF 186lo-Oontinued. 


MISCELLANE OUS, NOT CREDITED BY NAMES, VOLUNTEERS FOR NINE MONTHS. 


I:::i I:::iIhll..0;!1 ~ When 
.~ ' S ' 05 Enlisted. 

OJ 10 100 
~ io "'i 

Johnson, ElanG.~ - '--I- ISSIAUg. 29, 62ISerg-. ----- --------' 
Johnson, Myron H .. _-. I 18 Aug. 29, 62 
J~s(lph, Abner B. _ _____ 1251Aug. 29, 62 
Kmgsbury, Ezra B._ __ ., 31 Aug. 29,62 
Kingsbury, Ward_ ---- 44 Aug. 29,62 Musician. 
Lyon, DanieL _________ 

'I 

23 Aug. 29, 62 
Martin, Joseph M. ___. . 21 Aug. 29, 62 Killed at Gettysburg, July 3, 63. 
Read, EdwardH.. _____ , 32Aug. 29,62 
~u.gg, Argalus R._____ t 19 Sept. 20, 62~agoner. ., 
Sk~nner,Sam.E.------ I 23 Aug. 29, 62 DIed July.12, 6". 
~y'1Ide12 . ~.E-dr~~ X. ~ --- 26 Aug. 29, 62 Corp. 

DRAFTED AND ENTERED SERVICE. 

..0 [hi I ' .1i~; ¢ D!~~~d. ' 
~ 00 IODrQ) "'i 

-----------------1--------- 
Howard, Wells________ 131July 13,63 
Howe, Henry. ________ [28 July 13, 63 
Read, Lavant M.. _____ 120July 13,63 
Rider , HenryR. ____ .__ ,29July 13,63 

REPORTED SINCE SEPT. 30, 1864, VOLUNTEERS FOR ON~] YEAR. 

Q) I:::i ~ Ih S ~ When 
'6lJ S ", I Enlisted. 
Q) 10 00 

___ . ~ iQ"'i
- ----1--- - -,-- ---,----------- --

Hall, Geo. E. ___ _______I 118jMarCh 13, 65 
1
Mustered out of servoJuly 14, 65. 

Howe, Wm. J.____ ____ 21 March 7, 651Mustered out of servo July 14, 65. 
~ltaffne~~~-~dis()r:-. ~. - - . !~ Ma_r~~__7 ' ..6.?,Mu,:stered ~ut~f~er,,:!:1.!,L142....6~~ 

VOLUNTEERS FOR THREE YEAR'S. 

, I ~ I ~ I' ! ~ ~ I When 
.~ ISI05 i Enlisted.1 

Q) 0 001 
~ 0 <Ii i 

~.~?:den , Thoma~.::.::..:. :..::. I---I- I29 '~17,65I~i~T~C~~_;6~ 
UNITED STATES NAVY. 

Fitzgerald, Michael. 
Parlin, Isaac. 
Parlin, Robert. 
Redding, Charles. 
Regan, John. 
Sullivan, Daniel. 
West, Henry. 
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MARLBORO. 


By EPHRIAM HOLLAND NEWTON, D. D. 


MARLBORO. 

A post town in the ·central part 
of Windham county, is in latitude 
42° 53' and longitude 4° 26', and is 
bounded north by Newfane and a 
part of Dover, east by Brattleboro 
and a part of Dummerston, south by 
Halifax, and west by Wilmington. 
It is 24 miles east from Bennington 
and 44 miles south-west from Wind
sor. The township is 6 miles square. 
It was chartered April 29, 1751, but 
the charter was forfeited in conse

. quence of not complying with its 
requisitions. The proprietors urged 
as a reason for their neglect, the in
tervention of the Indian and French 
war, and succeeded in getting their 
char ter renewed by the same author
ity, New Hampshire, Sept. 21, 1761. 
'The charter was given to one Timo
thy Dwight, and his associates, of 
Northampton, Mass., and its vicini
ty. The settlement wascommenc
ed as early as the spring of 1763, by 
Abel Stockwell, from West Spring
field, Mass., and Thomas Whitmore, 
from Middletown, Oonn. Whit
more came in by the way of Halifax, 
and settled in the south part of the 
town, and Stockwell by the way of 
Brattleboro, and settled in the east
ern border. These families spent 
nearly a year in town and endured 
many hardships without any knowl
edge of each other, each 90nsidering 
his own the only family in town. 
Whitmore brought his provisions 
from Deerfield, Mass., on his back, a 
distance of 20 or more miles. Mrs. 
Whitmore spent most of the wiuter 
of 1765 alone, her husband .being 
absent in the pursuit of his calling, 
as a tinker. Mrs. Whitmore was 

very useful to the settlers as a nurse. . 
She frequently went through the 
woods on snow shoes, from one part 
of the town to the other, both by 
night and clay, to relieve the dis
tressed. She lived to the age of 87. 

The first town meeting on record 
was held May 8, 1775. William 
Mather was the first town clerk. 
Another meeting was held on the 
22d of the same month, to know the 
minds of the people with respect to 
the impending war with Great Brit
ain. At this meeting they passed 
the following resolutions: "Resolv
ed, we will, each of us, at the ex
pense of our lives and fortunes, to 
the last extremity, unite and oppose 
the last cruel unjust and arbitrary 
acts of the British Parliament passed 
for the sole purpose of raising a 
revenue; Resolved, we will be con
tented and subject to the Hon. Oon
tinental Congress in all things which 
they shall resolve for the peace, 
safety and welfare of the American 
colonies." When the news of the 
Lexington battle reached here sever
al young men shouldered their guns 
and hastened to the field of action. 
In 1777, Oapt. Francis Whitmore 
was sent as a delegate to the con
vention at Windsor, and in 1778, Dr. 
Samuel/King was sent as the first 
representative to the legislature, 
which met that year at WindSOl'. 

The Oongregational church in town 
was organized by Rev. Joseph Ly
man, D. D., of Hatfield, Mass., Oct. 
20th, 1776.. It consisted at first of 
nine male and eight female mem
bers. On the 9th of December, 
1778, the Rev. Gershom C. Lyman, 
D. D., was ordained and settled over 
this church and society, he having 
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preached one year. Dr. Lyman was born in Fitzwilliam, N. H ., May 
continued faithfully to discharge the 16,1792, came to Marlboro to preach, 
duties of his sacred office 'till the June 1, 1824, ordained Oct. 24, was 
time of his deaih, which took place pastor seven years, then absent three 
on the 13th of April, 1813, in the yeas, returned, and remained another 
61st year of his age, and the 35th seven years; while here, baptised 
of his ministry. 308, in Marlboro and adjoining 

Rev. Dr. Lyman in the early part towns. Rev. Dana Brown supplied 
of his ministry accustomed himself one year; little is known of his his 
to manual labor, cultivating his farm. tory. Centre Mountain is a consid

'--. 

When not engaged in labor he was erable elevation, ,and is so called on 
found in his study, which was sacred account of its being situated neal' 
to himself. th.e centre of the township. Allen's 

'rhe following is the epitaph upon pond in the north-east part of the 
his tombstone: town is about I t mile long and 

three-quarters of a mile wide; South 
In Memory of pond in the south part is about thc 

Rev. Gersh01n C. Lyman, D. D., '. · ·t· t . d 'b th t
Fi1'St Pastor of the Ch~t1'ch same slze, 1 lS wa e!eye wes , 

'in Marlbor01£gh. branch of West nvel', Whetstone 
Whowasawisecounsel101'a skUlfulguide brook and Green river, which rise 

.d blessed peacem?-ker here and afford several valuable mill 
An example to behe,,?e1:s rites The soil in general is rich

A pattern to God' s m~msters . , 

Having for thirtY-foU?' years and d~ep an~ produces ,good crops. 


u;ith uncommon ability The tlmber lS beech, buch, maple, 

An exemplary fidelity, bass, spruce, oak, hemlock, pine, fir, 


An ardent zeal for Chnst. ash and cherry. The minerals are: 

And tender concern f01' the salvatwn . . 

of lIinners sulp?er, serpen~lI~e, garnets" stratIte 

Fttlfilled his course, went to rest of dIfferent vanetles, clay, sulphuret 


In the b?som of his Sa;viow' of iron and sulpuhret of copper. ~n 

Apr~l13, A. D., 1~13, the earlv settlement of the townshlp


In the 61st year ofh~s age "1" th ' .' '11 f
and 25th of his ministry. near ~I a e1 s ml. s w.as ound. a 

The dead men shall live together, with hOl:n-blende .rock lJ1 mICa slate III 
my dead body shall they. arise. ,Awake whIch was dlsco-yered upon the ~ur
and sing, ye that dwell ~n the dust: for face somewhat 1mbedded, preCIOUS 
thy dew is as the dew of herbs and the and massive garnets with chlorite 
earth shall cast out ~he dead. and sulphuret ofiron. A Mr. Samuel 

Isawh XXVI. XIX. . , Mathers, a man of rare gemus and 
Rev. Ephriam H. Norton was- of a peculiarly visionary tempera

then settletl over the church and so- ment, having an occasional residence 
ciety, and continued until about the in the place, became charmed with 
year 1833. Since that time, Rev. the appearance of this rock. He 
Benjamin H . Pitman, Rev. Josiah professed to possess a glass with 
Peabody and Rev. Elisha Smith have which he could look and see the 
been their ministers at different mineral treasures in the earth, and 
times. The present minister is Wm. he induced individuals to believe 
Schofieid. 'rhe first meeting house that in the heart of this rock he saw 
was built in 1779. The Congrega- caverns lined with nugets of gold. 
tionalista erected a new meeting The rock was opened and a deep pit 
house in 1820. In 1822 the old opened by drilling and blasting done 
meeting house was taken down, and by the gold seekers at an expendi
a commodious town house erected. ture of much hard labor and about 
There is also a Baptist church and all the riches they possessed, without 
society, partly in this town and part- reaching the gold. During the year 
ly in Newfane. A Baptist meeting 1780 the inhabitants in this vicinity 
house was built here 'in 1815, Rev. were in continual apprehension of a 
Phineas Howe, being pastor. He hostile visit from the Indians and 
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'l'ories, and meetings were held to 
take measures for the common safe
ty, whereupon it was agreed that 
every able-bodied man should hold 
himself in readiness to defend the 
settlements. On the eve of the last 
day of October, in the same year, 
after a clear and pleasan t day, a 
violent snow storm commenced, and 
in the evening, Mr. Stockwell of 

.this town received a letter from 

I 
TOWN OLERKS. 

Will . Mather, 1775-1 781; Phineas 
F reeman, 1781-1787; Benj. Olds, Jr. 
1787-1 788; Phineas Freeman, 1788
1790; Lnther Ransom, 1790-1 795; 
Joseph Olds, 1795-1804; Eli Halla
day, 1804-1807; J oseph Olds, 1807
1821; Ootton Mather, 1821-1825; 
Ephriam Holland Newton, 1825
1833; David Mather, 1833-1834; 
Jesse Oone, 1834-1 850; Zebina 'Val

001. Sergeant of Brattleboro, lace, 1850-1857; H . F . Houghton, 
calling upon the inhabitants to de- 1857-58; W. W. Lynde, 1858-1862; 
fend themselves against the Indians J. O. Snow, 1862-1 864. A. W. 
and Tories who had reached N ew- Prouty, present town clerk, treasurer 
fane. Oharles Phelps, a lawyer from and postmaster, 189l. 
Hadley, Mass., moved into town in The first physician in town was 
1764, and his was the third family I Samuel King. The following have 
here. During the controversy with Isince practiced here: Drs. Morgan, 
New York his son Timothy was 11ign Wood, Torry, Baldwin, Percival, 
sheriff of the Oounty of Oumber- I Taylor, Greenfield, Ransom, Smith, 
land. About the year 1768, two 
young women of Irish descent, by 
the name of McLaughlin, came to 
this town and resided with Mr. W. 
Clark. In the fall of the same year 
one of them went out towards even
ing after the cow~ and was probably 
lost and perished in the woods, or 
devoured by wild beasts, as she never 
was afterwards heard of. In 1769 
and '70, 001. Wm. Williams, who 
distinguished himself in the battle 
of Bennington, moved from North
boro, Mass., accompanied by Oapt. 
Nathaniel Whi tney and his two 
brothers, Samuel and J ames, from 
Shrewsbury, Mass. The latter was 
a representative of the town in the 
general assembly seven years, 32 
years a justice of the peace, and 47 
years a deacon of the church. He 
removed to Ohio. In 1770 the set
tlement was considerably augmented 
by emigrants from Massachusetts 
and Oonnecticut. About this time 
meetings were established for relig
ious worship, but they had no regu
lar preaching in town for several 
years. I n 1771 the Rev. Abn.er 
Reene of Brattleboro married the 
first couple. (Peren Stockwell and 
Dinah Fay) in this town. The first 
death in town was that of James Ball, 
who died here in December, 1762. 

Pulsipher and Ebenezer Tucker. 

EARLY SETTLERS. 

Samuel Whitney, J r., eldest son 
of Samuel J. of Shrewsbury, Mass., 
who in company with his brother 
Nathaniel came to Marlboro, March, 
1770. He built a log honse a~d 
moved his family from Shrewsbury 
to Marlboro, consisting of his wife 
and fonr children. He was resolute 
and fearl ess, was a great hunter; his 
dogs would tree a bear and he was 
sure ofhis prey. On one occasion his 
dogs had driven a bear into a den 
among the rocks, he ventured to 
look in, saw the glaring eyeballs very 
near him, started back, at which the 
bear sprang upon him; they took a 
fair hug and rolled from the rocks 
down the hill together. In the 
struggle the bear seized his oppon
ent's leg in his jaws and made a 
frightful wound. The old hero's 
sons, Moses and Guilford, mere lads 
at the time, saw the perilous condi
t ion of theirfather bu t dared not fire 
lest they might shoot him; but they 
put on the dogs and urged them to the 
combat, whereupon the bear quit his 
hold to attack the dogs; and they 
improved their opportunity to shoot 
the bear. The old hunter was dis
abled a long t im e by the wound and 
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carried the scar to the gra:,e. , In I Stockwell, where he again settled, 
1762 he married Phebe Harrmgton, throve and spent his life. He was 
of Grafton, Mass., and moved to an influential citizen. As a hunter 
Marlboro in the spring of 1770. ~e and a trapper no one excelled him. 
died Feb. 1,1811, aged n . She dIed From notes penned 40 years 
March, 1812, aged 7 L. since by himself; "In the au-

Children: Catherine, m. Sam'} tumn of 1773, brother Samuel and 
Pratt; Betsy, m. Alvin. Pratt; Mos~s myself ai'e to go out hunting at the 
1st, Moses 2d; and GUlldford b. m first suitable fall of snow. In No
Shrewsbnrl,' The folIoing in Marl- vember a few inches of snow had 
boro: Sam 1, jr.; Mariam, m. Lyman fallen, when I repaired to my broth- , 
Brown; Zenas; Simei, Phebe, m. er and found him sick, feeling him
Roswell Paddlford; Russell, b. May self too feeble to engage in the chase. 
21, 1789, d. May, 1790. In the fall In the morning I took my brother's 
of 1777, Capt Whithey, had a fever dog with my own, and went into the 
by which he v.:as confined many woods. Bear tracks were plenty; 
weeks. H1S famIly was out of fuel. the dogs took one, but at night I re
As a last resort, Betty, 13 years of turned to my brother, and found 
age,put on herfather's leath~r apron, him not as well. In the morning 
yoked up the oxen, went mto the I again took bis dog and entered the 
woods, cut small trees, snaked them forest. At that time all was a howl
to the house, and choppe~ them up ing wilderness, without a single 
into fire wood. That thIS .was the settlement. I took a westerly course, 
custom of the handy. chIld was and saw a monstrous track of a bear, 
narrated by her sister, Mrs. Brown. larger than I ever before saw. I re

turned to the house and persuaded 
WHITNEY, brother Samuel to go and see it. 

Capt. N ath'l, son of Sam'l of Shl'ews- We were bot~ exceedingly surprised. 
'I. ,1\." when a youno- man of We pursued It nearly to the toP . of 
vUlY, lnass., , b . tl 1 '11 . th "t ·t f tl
20 years, with his brother, Sam'l, Jr. le 11 , ,m . e. 'Wes p~I 0 Ie 
was induced by the invitation of Col. town neal Wllmmgton ~me. I let 
Wm. Willkens to visit Marlboro in the dogs go ..In ajew mmutes they 
Nov. 1769. After spending a few entered a thlCket and roared tre
days he returned to his parents and mendously.. I flung off my pack and 
made a proposal to the young l~dy p~rsued, ;v~th. all speed down th,e 
to whom he was afterwards marned, hIll ne:;tI Wrlmmgton Pond to DeeI
whom he left a widow after over 50 field nver. The .bear and dog~ had 
years of married life. Mar., 1770, his ~rossed. By ta.kmg some pams I 
father can ed his sons, Samuel,jr. and found a tree WhlC~ had fallen across 
Nath'l to Marlboro, left them and re- the stream, on whICh.I found a safe 
turned to Massachusetts. passage; and soon dIscovered that 

Capt. Nath'l put up a log camp in Samuel s dog had treed the bear..1 
the woods and commenced clearing. then levelle~ my gun and fired dl
In this camp he spent his next two r.ectly at hIS head. ~e dod~ed ~ 
summers. He had to bring the httle, ~ame do.wn, .stllwk blOth~I 
meal on his back, 15 miles. Capt. S~muel.s dog WIth ~llS paw and laId 
Whitney built the first framed house h~m strff, and agam asc~nded t~e 
in town which he occupied a few Itlee. I fire~ the secon~ tIme at hIS 
years and sold for Continental paper body. He mstantly.shd down the 
money. He suffered almost a total loss tree and mov.ed .off WIth two stre~ms 
of his sale. In this impoverished of blood flow:mg, one ?~ e:;tch SIde. 
cond ition, he began anew by pur- I shot at hIm ~he thll~ tIme, and 
chasing of Chas. P.helps the whole put the ball tillough hIS body. .1 
right of No. 23, in 1777. ' The land sh.ot the fourth ball thl:ough h~s 
adjoining he purchased of Perez mIddle, shot the 5th thlough hIS 
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head and the bear yielded. Enor- Nath'l, d. a young man, . in St. 

mous creature. The bear was · so Louis, Mo. 

heavy that in ascendin~ and descend
ing the tree, he tore hIs nails off to SOLO}fON WHITNEY, 


the vel'y quick. The next day I suc- son Capt. Nath'l m. Lucy daughter 

ceeded. in obtaining ~elp i.n dl'awinfi of Rev. Gershom' O. Lym~n. D. D. 

the alllmal a~d carrylllg hIm home. Dec. 9, 1815; children: Emily, m. 

qapt. WhItney was fo nd ~f ~he Henry Colsson, Esq.; Diana, d. 1812, 
eXCltlllg scenes of the hunter s lIfe, . a. 4; Lucy Lyman, m. Milo B. 
even until his hai~' was :whitened by ! Crosby, of Wilmington, td. aged 39; 
age. In recountlllg hIS success as E lecta; Enoch Jacobs ' Lyman Hub
a sportsman, he said he thought, bard; Henry d. 1828, aged 11; Frank, 
but c~uld not tell exactly, that.,he a.ged 9; Jane Matilda, aged 29; Ju
had kIlled not less than 100 bears, llana, d. infant. She d. in Spring
100 deer, o~e moose and 14. wolves, field, Mass., Mar. 1, 1829; he m. 
to say notlung of the multItude of 2d, Sybil, widow of Wm. Goodnow, 
lighter game. . 1829. Children: Ann Ross ~olo-
~~ was a staunch whig an~ took amon, jr. Solomon, sr.', d. Feb. 18, 

decIded stand for the RevolutIOn. On 1856, at Whitingham. 
hearing of the battle of Lexington 
(as before told) he and Oapt. James TUiOTHY MATHEW. 

Warren, took their muskets and In the spring of 1773, then a lad 
started for the American camp. of 16, who was after promoted to the 
It will be remembered he was also office of major, came from Suffield, 
on the guard over the Bennington Ot., selected 100 acres of land" built 
prisoners, after that battle in which a log house and spent the summer 
he shared. At the close of the cam- clearing land, and in the fall re
paign he returned to his family and turned to Suffield. In the spring of 
his farm. He took a lively interest 1774 his parents and family came 
in the prosperty of the town also in and settlfld with .him in Marlboro, 
the Oongregational church of which and sec.ured the tItle to the 100 acres 
he wasa worthy member. His family on whICh he had commenced im
has been widely dispersed. But few of provements. His brother Phineas 
their descendants remain to cherish purchased 100 acres. They obtained 
their memory. Ohildren: Oapt. Na- the right of cutting a canal from a 
thaniel was b. May 30, 1749, m. large natural pond and then erecting 
Mary Hou?hton of L~ncaster,Mass.; a dam with a gate, to draw water 
moved to Marlboro in the winter of when needed. This was done at 
1772 ; she d. Sept. 1844, aged 93. considerable expense, and the water 
He, June 4, 1829, aged 80. Nath'l, was carried through the canal and 
b. in Shrewsbury, and d. 1774; the natural channel about a mile to 
Dolly, m. Henry Sawtell at the age their own lands, where there was a 
of 15; Molly, d. 1776, aged 7; Luther natural descent, and where it could 
b. 1777 (of whom no recent informa- be used to the best advantage. This 
tion). Nath'l, jr. b. 1779; Solomon, mill site is now the best one in town. 
b. MiLl'. 7, 1781; Ohloe, d. ~ep.. 1803, The two br~thers by,..their industry 
aged 20; Oharlotte, m. Ell HIgley; and entel'pnse bought lands till they 
Rhoda, b. July 9, 1787, m. 'Vm. D. owned rights 13, 5,4 and 12. The ' 
Merrill, resided in Burlington; she whole is now in the possession of the 
d. 1848;' Zilpah, m. Elisha Putnam descendants, viz: General Phineas 
of Massachusetts; Betsy b, 1791, Ootton, Dan and James P. Mathew~ 
m, Asa Jacobs, moved to Ohio;
Clark, d. 1814, aged 20. GENEALOGY OF THE MATHEW 

FAMILY. 
EDSON WHITNEY \. TIT'II' , TImothy and 1'\ I lam, brothers, 

son of Luther, who was son of Capt. came to Marlboro in 1774, from SuL 
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field, Ot., and were said to have de
scended from the branch of the 
Mathew family in N ew Jersey. 

rrimothy. b. Aug. 26, 1723, d. 
Oct. 28, 1802, a. 79 ; m. 1st, Sarah 
Fuller, d. in Suffield, Ct., 1757; 2d, 
m. widow Kent, d. in Marlboro, 
1777; m. 3d, widow Lydia Curtis 
Allen, d. in Dover. Ohildren: Sa
rah, b. 1799, m. J ona Howard, d. 
in 1826; Phineas, b. 1750, m. Hul
dah Taylor; he d. 1838, a. 88; 'l'im
othy, b. 1757, m. Hannah Ohurch, 
d. 1818, a. 61. Six children by sec
ond marriage, none by the third. 

Lieutenant Phineas Mathew, son 
of Timothy, m. Huldah Taylor of 
Suffield, Ot. He died in 1838, aged 
88 years; she d. 1858, a. 88. He 
was the father of Gen. Phineas Math
ew, and grandfather of James P. 
In 1775 he enlisted in the Oonti
nental service; was a pensioner. 
Ohildren: Huldah, Elihu, Phineas, 
jr., Rufus, Luther, Nif, Gad and 
Elijah. 

Gen. Phineas Mathew, son of Phin
eas, Brig. Gen. 1. P., m. Sept. ~8, 
1831, Mary Oole, she b. June 23, 
1787, d. Oct. 11, 1855 ; m. 2d, Dec. 
22, 1858, Eliza Gould, daughter of 
Sewell, of Jaffery,N. H. 

Oaptain Rufus, son of Lieutenant 
Phineas, m. Lucy, daughter of Oap
tain Oliver Adams, Oct. 31, 1815. 
Ohildren, six. 

Luther Mathew, son of Lieut. 
Phineas, m. Olarrissa Thomas, 1795. 
He d. 1846. Ohildren, six. 

Timothy Mathew, jr., served for a 
time in the Revolutionary war; d. in 
his 62d year. In his family of 10 
children all lived till the oldest was 
78, and the youngest 63. 

Ootton Mathew, 1. P., son of Maj. 
'l'imothy, m. Betsey, daughter of 
Benijah Oarpenter. Ohildren, five. 

Oapt. Dan Mathew, son of Maj. 
Timothy, m. Almira, daughter of 
Oapt. Abraham Miller. Ohildren, 
ten. 

DR. OHESTER OLDS, 

son of James, m. Phila, daughter of 
Oapt. Simeon Adams, settled in 

Marlboro, then removed to Oircle
ville, Ohio, where he died in 1862. 

HON. EDSON BALDWIN OLDS, 

son of Joseph---, Esq., m. Anna, 
Maria Oarolus, June 1, 1824; was a 
druggist in Oircleville, Ohio; became 
a prominent politician. Representa
tive to State Legislature, 1842-43
45-46-63 ; in the Senate, 1847-48; 

of the Senate, 1848; repre
sentative in Oongress from 1849 to 
1855 ; chairman of the committee 
on post-offices and post-roads from 
1851 to 1855; Ohildren, nine. 

OHAUNOEY NEWELL OLDS, 

son of Joseph, Esq., b. in Marlboro, 
Feb. 2, 1816, removed with his 
father from Marlboro to Oircleville, 
1820; graduated at Miami universi
ty 1836 ; professor there of Greek 
and literature from 1837 to 1841 : 
commenced practice of law in 1841 ; 
member· of Ohio Legislature 1848
49; of Ohio Senate 1849-50; mem
ber of board of trustees Miami uni
versity ; member of board of trustees 
of Ohio Lunatic asylum; removed 
to Oolumbus, Ohio, to practice law 
in the State and United States 
Oourts in 1856; m. Oaroline S. 
Woodruff at Oxford, Ohio; she d. 
1851. Ohildren, five. 

METHOD1ST OHUROH. 

In the spring of 1844, the Rev. 
Elijah Gale and the Rev. John L. 
Smith of the Methodist Episcopal 
church, commenced preaching al
ternately in the hall of Oapt. Ira 
Adams, which was followed with a 
revival and resulted in the organiza
tion of a Methodist church and so
ciety in the west part of Marlboro. 
This church succeeded by the help 
of the subscriptions of citizens year 
by year, to erect a church at a cost 
of $1,000, and in 1846 the society 
added a parsonage. The ministers 
here have been Rev. Elijah Gale, 
John L. Smith, 2 years; Rev. Moses 
Adams, Chester D. Ingraham, John 
L. Roberts; Moses Spencer, Jesse S. 
Butterfield, Pliny Granger 2d, Ze
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nus Kingsbury and Moses Morse, 
Persons and Mr. Ohase. 

JOHN S. LUCE, 

son of William of New Salem,Mass., 
lll. Sarah Larned, Jan. 16, 1803, 
and moved to Marlboro and cut the 
first tree on the farm which he con
tinued to occupy until 1860 . He 
was b. March 6, 1777, d. March 6, 
1862, aged 85 . She was born Oct. 
1, 1781. He was the oldest man 
living in town at his death, and 
they were the oldest married couple, 
having lived together 58 years. Chil
dren : John, jr., Almira, John L. 
and Anna B. 

BRIG. GEN. JONES SMITH, 

son of Jonas, m. Lucy, daughter 
of Dea. Jonas Whitney, June 23, 
1809; settled first with his father; 
sold to his brother, Oshea, m. 1812, 
and removed to the tavern in the 
middle of the town with his wife's 
parents; in 1834 he sold ou t and went 
to Brattleboro. His wife d. April, 
1836; he June, 1851. For his second 
wife he m.- Amanda Stone of Wind
sor, Feb. 1838. 

DR. THO}fAS SMITH, 

maITied Esther, daughter of Rev. 
Gershom O. Lyman. He came to 
Marlboro from Oolerane, stayed a 
shor t time practicing physics, and 
moved to Pittstow n, N. Y., and in 
1813 to Pennsylvania, where he 
died, and his wife married Rev. 
Luke Bowen of Strongsville, O. 

J OHN SMITH, 

born in Groton, Ot., m. Lucy 
Rowe of Suffield, Ot., moved to 
Ma,rIboro, F eb., 1802, and settled 
neal' the sou th line on land he clear
ed, and cultivated until his death, 
June 5, 1838, aged 77. She died 
Nov. 27, aged 83. Ohildren, 7. 

AMOS SMITH, 

of Groton, Ct., m. Hannah Alex
ander. Ohildren: William, Jabez, 
Eunice, Simeon, Betsy. "William 

settled in the middle of the town as 
a tanner and shoemaker. In 1813, 
he went with a lot of boots and 
shoes to sell to soldiers at Sacketts 
Harbor. He entered the army as a 
lieutenant, was wounded in the bat
tle of Brigdewater, under Gen. 
Brown. and did not return to Marl
boro. 'His mothar remained several 
years in ' town, then removed to 
Michigan and there died. 

AMOS FRANKLIN S)lITH, 

born Nov. 17, 1832, son of Simeon, 
m. Harriet, daughter of Oapt. Ly
man Brown, July 13, 1858. In 1862 .. 
he enlisted in the 4th Vt. Reg., 00. 
1., Vols., and went to New Orleans. 
Ohildren, 2 daughters. 

JOHN STOUGHTON STRONG, 

son of David of Stafford, Ot., came 
to Marlboro in 1793 ; m. T amar, 
daughter of Dea..Jonas Whitney, 
and settled on the farm since known 
as the John Strong farm . In 1815 
he went to Ohio and commenced the 
settlement of a township, named 
Strongsville, in honor of h imself, to 
which town he removed his family 
in 1818, and became a useful and 
prominent citizen. Ohildren, 9. 

--- STRONG, 

brother of John S., above, b. Dec. 
11, 1776, m. Abigail Pinny of Staf
ford, Ct., Feb. 1808, and immedi
ately r emoved to Marlboro, where 
he had previously been 11 years. H e 
settled on the farm where he lived 
at the time of his death, July, 1842. 
Ohildren, 10. 

.. ABEL STOCKWELL, 

first settler of Marl bora, came in the 
spring of 1763. Ohildren, 12. Of 
the large family, no deseendant has 
resided in town for many years. 

EZEKIEL THAYER, 

hom Smithfield, R. I. , came to 
Marlbor o in 1790; settled and clear
ed land, which with additions there
to is now owned by his descendants. 
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H e m. Mary Sheperd son of Guil
ford. They had 9 children. He 
was born 1762, d. 1820, aged 88; 
she was born in 1765, d. June 30, 
1843, aged 78. 

COL. EZRA THAYER, 

son of Ezekiel, m. Thirza, daugh tel' 
of David T. Sheldon of Wilmington, 
Oct. 29, 1829,and settled on the 
homestead . Ohildren, 7. 

DEA. JOHN CHURCH, 

m. J emima Montague and came to 
Marlboro from South Hadley, Mass., 
in 1775, where he spent the residue 
of his life. He and his wife were 
original members of the Oongrega
tional church. He was the first 
deacon. He died May 6, 1779, aged 
83. She died Aug. 28, 1812, aged 
93. Ohildren: Joseph, Moses, J emi
ma and Hannah. 

TIMOTHY TOMLIN 

and wife, Snsana, were early settlers 
here. He was a Revolutionary 
soldier. Their children were Roch
sena, Polly, Achsah, Abner, Lucy, 
Timothy, jr., Seth, .oybil, John 
Webster and Theda. 

ISAIAH SlUTH, 

m. Susannah, May, 1764; se ttled in 
Marlboro in 1780. Mrs. Smith died 
in Nov. 1789, aged 45. He m. 2d, 
Austis Eustis Kneeland, ward of 
Ohas. Phelps, Esq., Oct 30,1790. 
She died Sept. 22, 1813, aged 67. 
He died Sept. 30, 1815, aged 74. 
Ohildren by his first wife, 11, among 
which were twin brothers, Paul and 
Silas. Paul settled in Marlboro, but 
in 1816 moved to J ay, . N. 'Yo 
Silas lived in Springfield,Mass., 
and was connected with the U. S. 
armory. 

TUCKER, 

Ebenezer, jr., M. D., son of Rev. 
Ebenezer Tucker, graduate of . Har
vard, married Mary Hunt of Heath, 
December 31, 1818; . he, born in 
Phillipstown, Mass., November 2, 

1792; she, born in Heath, October 
9, 1795. H e moved to Marlboro, 
March, 1819, and for some time was 
the only physician of the place, with 
a large practice in this and sur
rounding towns. Ohildren, 5. 

ELUAH BRUCE, 

son of Artemas, married Abigail, 
daughter of Nathaniel Whitney of 
Grafton, Mass., in 1763. He was a 
soldier in the Revolution, and in the 
Bennington battle, 1777. He moved 
to Marlboro in the early part of the 
present century. He died with 
small pox, May 16, 1833. His wife 
died July, 1847. Ohildren, 11. His 
daughter Oatherine married Joshua 
Phillips, who was in the war Of 1812, 
and shot in battle near Sackett's 
Harbor, N. Y. 

JETHRO BROWN, 

was in the French war of 1756; 
served both as a marine on board of 
a war vessel or privateer, or as a sol
dier upon scouts. He married Molly 
Haynes of Groton, Ot., came to 
Marlboro 1787, purchased right 48, 
died February 16, 1813, aged 86. 
His widow died March 10, 1817, 
aged 84. Ohildren, 9. 

HENRY CLOSSON, ESQ. 

married June 1, 1830, Emily, daugh
ter of Sol. Whitney and settled in 
Whitingham, a lawyer; married 
1861, resides in Springfield, Mass., . 
has been State's a ttorney, Probate 
registrar, Judge of Probate. Ohil
dren, 6. Henry Whitney, 2d son of 
Judge Olosson, was born June 6, - , 
1832. Graduate of West Point. 
Married Olivia. A. Burke. Ohildren 
2. Stationed (1861) at Ft. Duncan, 
Texas. 

EPHRIA1fI HOLLAND NEWTON, D. D. 

was born in Newfane, Vt., June 13, 
1787, and died at Oambridge, N. Y., 
October 26, 1864. He graduated at 
Middlebury Oollege, 1810, and 'rheo
logical Seminary, 1813; licensed by 
the Haverhill, Mass., Association, 
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1813; ordained and settled in Marl
boro, Vt., 1814: 1815 married Hul~ 
dah, daughter of Maj.-Gen. Tiinothy 
Chipman of Shoreham. In 1833, 
dissolved connection with the Marl
boro Congregation and was installed 
over the Presbyterian Church of 
Glens Falls, N. Y., wbich charge 
be resigned in 1837, and accepted a 
call to the First United Presbyter
ian Church, in Cambridge, N~ Y. 
Resigned in 1843 and had no regular 
charge afterwards. He was princi
pal of Cam brig.ge Washington Acad
emy from July, 1843, to 1848. In 
1857 he gaye his valuable mineralog
ical collection to Andover Theologi
cal Seminary, where he spent a few 
years in arranging it. In 1863 he 
presented to Middlebury College his 
library, where it is arranged in an 
alcove bearing his name. He was 
al ways an active laborer in the cause 
of education, a devotee to natural 
science, and earnest in his endeavor 
to win men to godliness. 

EPHRIAM .HOLLAND NEWTON, 

son of Marshall, of Newfane, who 
was son of Marshall of Shrewsbury, 
Mass., who was son of Obadiah, born 
1702, who was son of Thomas, born 
1674, who was the son of John, born 
August 20, 1641, who was son of 
Richard and Anna who came from 
England about 1635. He graduated 
from the medical college 1810; and 
Theological seminary 18] 3; licensed 
by the H averhill Association, April 
14, 1813; ordained second pastor of 
the Congregational church in this 
town March 16, 1814; married Hul
dah, daughter of Maj. Gen. Timothy 
F. Chipman of Shoreham, Jan. 29, 
1815, a descendant from J ohri How
land, one of the pilgrims of the May
flower (1620). She died in Jackson, 
N. Y, Nov. 26, 1853; re-interred in 
Woodland cemetery, N. Y. Chil
liren : infant, born and died J uly8, 
1817; Silas Chipman,born Dec. 29, 
1818, and married Mary Graham, 
daughter of James Ball, of Circle
ville, Ohio. She died and he mar
ried for his second wife, Emily L., 

widow of J ames Coombs. He set
tled a merchant in Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Ephriam Holland, jr., bom ]'eb. 17, 
1821, died April 12, 1822. 

];LEV. HIBBARD H. WINCIIESTER. 

Rev. Eli Ball, a Baptist minister. 
Collegiates: Rev. Dana D. Pratt, 
Baptist clergyman in Nashua, N. 
H.; Porter Ingram, graduate Yale, 
lawyer at Columbus, Ga., colonel, 
and planter.; James Phelps, lawyer 
in Guilford, Vt.; Calvin Houghton, 
lawyer in P ennsylvania; Joseph OIds, 
lawyer in Cincinnati, Ohio ; Sidney 
Houghton, physician in Ellis
burgh, N. Y, Chester Olds, 
physician, Newfane; Edson B. OIds, 
physician, Circleville, 0., and mem
ber of ConO'ress; Elisha Halladay, 
physician, Newfane; Charles Hough
ton, physician, Pawlet; Ozri Un
derwood, graduated physician; his 
name was changed to Henry Vail; 
David Howard went through his col
legiate studies at the U. V. M., but 
refusing to deliver his oration com
mencement day, the conferring of 
his degree was withheld; went Routh 
as a teacher, settled as a -planter. 

THOMAS ADAMS, 

born in Amherst, Mass., Oct. 1, 
1758, m. 1783, Lucy Perkins, b. in 
Bridgew.ater, Mass., Dec. 1, 1757. 
He was a soldier in the American 
Revolution, removed to Marlboro in 
1794, and settled with his parents, 
remaining until near the close of 
life, when he removed to his son-in
law's, Capt. Isaac Worden of So. 
Halifax, where he and his wife died; 
he April 1,]858, she Jan. 1854.; 5 
sons and. two daughters. Orinda, 
the youngest, b. Dec. 27, 1800; m. 
Capt. Isaac Worden of Halifax, 
Dec. 31, 1820. 

DAVID, 

son of Thomas,m. Oct. 1857. Susan, 
daughter of Capt. J ana. Warren. 
Children: 5 sons, and 4 daughters. 

ZEBNER, 

son of David, married and had 10 
children. 

449 
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SUlfEON ADAMS, 

a soldier of the French war; cap
tured by the Indians and taken to 
Oanada; redeemed . and returned 
home; renewed his services, again 
taken prisoner, and again redeemed. 
He removed his family to Marlboro, 
1782, having bought out William 
Mather, where he lived, and died 
Aug. 1,1803, aged 80. He married 
Hannah, dau. of J ana. Underwood 
of Suffield, Ot.· 

JUSTUS ANGIER, 

from Haddam, Ot., came to Marl
boro near 1800; purchased land on 
the "Branch" and there he settled. 
He first married RhodiL Allen; one 
child, Allen; 2d, m. Abigail Spen
cer; she died May 18,1817; children: 
David, Sarah. Mr. Angier was a 
soldier of the American Revolution, 
and a pensioner for many years; d. 
Sept. 18, 1843, aged 101. 

ZARUGER BARTLETT, 

born Jan. 20, 1748, m. Sally Taylor, 
b. Oct. 13, 1750. Came from Had
ley, Mass., 1775; purchased, cleared 
and lived on the farm on which he 
died. Mr: Bartlett was a soldier of 
the Revolution and one of the pio
neer settlers of the town. Ohildren: 
Thomas, Sally, Medad-, Joel, 
Luther, Louisa, Urania, Lydia, 
Luther, 2d. Mrs. Bartlett died Dec. 
21, 1815. Mr. B. for his second 
wife married, March 12, 1818, 
Esther, widow of Moses Ohmch. 
He died in 1824; she died in 1827. 

JOHN BARTLETT 

came to Marlboro and settled as 
early as 1777. H e died April 29, 
1814, aged 76 ; sl~edied Aug. 27, 
1829, aged 88. chlldren, 8. 

CHARLES BELLOWS 
, 

son of Joseph, m. Eleanor, dau . of 
Jotham Bellows of Southboro, 
Mass.; moved to Marlooro with three 
children in 1780; cleared his new 
farm, on which he lived and died. 

He was a soldier in the Revolution; 
died March 10, 1839, aged 84; she 
died July 16, 1840, aged 80. 

OAPT. OHARLES BELLOWS, JR., 

m. Oct. 19, 1809, Laura, dau. of 
David Miller, Jr. for his first wife, 
and for his second wife, Wealthy, 
dau. of Oapt. Judah Moon, of Wil
mington; for his third wife, Sally --. 
Oroner. Ohildren: Laura,Almira and 
Charles Herman, Clark, Mary A., 
Franklin, Dolly A., Catherine, 
Judah, Rufus, John, Elmira, 
Martha, Timothy and Sally. Laura 
his eldest daughter, born Feb. 7 
1810, married first Mar. 25, 1828, 
Luman Stearns, who died June, 1830, 
age 23; she married second, Dec. 
1833, Hosea Haskell of Wilmington; 
he died and she married third, 
Ebenezer Stone of Wilinington; he 
died and she married for her fourth 
husband, Alonzo Bugbee of Dovel'. 

HENRY CLOSSON. 

Henry Olosson Jacobs, son of 
~. 

Enoch Jacobs, formerly of Marlbo
ro, enlisted in May, 1861. He had 
not been absent two years when he 
fought his last battle. We need not 
speak of his deeds of personal bravery 
for he belonged to a regiment of 
heroes. In the battle of Winches
ter he escaped with two bullet holes 
in his coat. In another battle only 
one bpside himself of all his compa
ny who were in the action escaped. 
At the battle of Oedar Oreek the 
stock of his gun was shattered in his 
bands by a rebel shot. He was in 
the battle of Antietam and South 
Mountain and in over 20 skirmis11es. 

BOOlvrER JENKS, 

son of Joseph, b. in Scituate, R. 1., 
Feb. 19, J 761, only child of his 
tather by: a second marriage to Mrs. 
barah Kmg. Young Jenks at the 
age of 15 enlisted under the State 
authorities of Rhode Island as a sol
diel', and served three years in the 
Revolutionary war. The night he 
was 16 he stood sentry. He was a 
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pensioner. Befole the close of the 
war m. Anna King of R. 1., b. Jan. 
21, 1761, d. March 14, 183 7. At the 
declaration of peace he found him
self destitute but with a whole con
stitution. Came to Marlboro with 
his family and purchased 30 acres, 
to which he afterwards added ample 
additions; d. June 8, 1847, a. 86. 

DEACO N SYLVESTER BISHOP 

came when a young man to this 
town from Brooksfield, Mass. , 1776, 
purchased right No.9, lived on it 
till his dea th. In 1777, joined the 
regular army, was with the Green 
Mountains Boys in the battle of 
Hubbardton, and with John Marks of 
Burlington was taken prisoner, and 
incarcerated in Fort Ticonderoga. 
While there the prisoners were 
daily marched to Lake George and 
employed in the construction of forts 
built for the defense of the lake. 
One morning Bishop and Marks by 
previous engagement while on the 
march, stepped f rom the ranks into 
the bushes, hapily they were unno
ticed by their guard. They secreted 
themselves in the woods till night, 
when they wandered over Mount 
Defiance to the western shore of the 

ket and entered the ranks. After 
the battle they found among the 
prisoners the Ticonderoga guard 
fr om whom they had escaped. As 
they recognized each other Bishop 
said, "what, my boys, are you here?" 
"Yes! turn about is fair play." 
He married Deborah Barnes of 
Brookfield, Masl:l., and died Mar. 12, 
1822, age 66. She died J uly 20, 
1851, age 92; one child, Isaac born 
.Feb. 15, 1802. 

CAPT. ISAAC BISH OP, 

son of Sylvester, married Dec. 4, 
1823. Susa, daughter of Captain 
Abraham Miller, died Dec. 29, 1860. 
Children 9. 

AMOS PROUTY, 

son of James, of Spencer, Mass., 
came to Marlboro about 1784; m. 
PhCBbe, dangh tel' of John Bartlett ; 
settled on a farm which he cleared 
and where he lived the rest of his 
life . He was born 1766, d. 1841; 
she was born 1768, d. 1841. Children, 
12. 

Dolly, daughter of Capt. N ath an
iel Whitney, m. Jan. 22; 1791, Levi 
Sawtell. Her children have had 48 
children, and her grandchildren 48, 

lake when fortunately they found a making her mother to 10, grand

canoe in which they started for the mother to 48, great-grandmother to 

Vermont shore. On approaching 48 and ancestral mother of 106 in 

the center of the lake a gun was her lifetime. 

fired from one of the enemy's vessels J ona. Underwood m. HannahRich

of war, when they found themselves ardson and moved from Suffield, Ct. 

in the fog, almost under the mouth to Marlboro in 1776. He died Oct. 1, 

of the cannon. Unobserved, silently 1794, age 79. She died Mar. 6, 

as possible they rowed. to the N. Y. i 1813, age 95. 

shore, which they reached, fastened Children: Jona. Underwood jr., 

their boat, and secreted in the rocks married Deborah, daughter of Isaac 

through the day. At night they Morgan, who was from Brinfield, 

succeeded in coming to the Vermont 
shore. They steered their course for 
Castleton and reported themselves 
to the wife of a fellow prisoner 
whom they had left in the fort. They 
were fed and sheltered through the 
day, and at night cautiously con
tinued their journey through the 
forest; they reached Bennington on 
the morning of the Bennington 
battle. rrhe procured each a. mus-

Mass., and with her parents came to 
Marlboro. At the time of her 
wedding the snow was very deep 
and she with her bridegroom and 
another couple went several illiles 
through the woods on show shoes to 
Col. Granger's where they were 
marrieC: . They had 9 children. 
He died Dec. 1801. She married 
second, Benjamin Lee of Vernon, 
Mar. 1815. After Mr. Lee's death 
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she returned to Ma~lboro, and died, 
Jan. 18, 1830. Ohildren by first 
marriage 9. Thaddeus, son of J ona. 
born in Suffield, Ot., came with his 
parents to Marlboro; at the age of 
16 he married Mary Fan of Boy Is
ton, Mass., settled on the homestead 
where he lived, and died Sept. 1840, 
age SO. His widow died in West
minister; children, 10. Phineas 
Underwood ani! Sabra, early 
settlers, removed after a few years. 

Oapt. J ona. Warren son of J ona. 
came a young man to Marlboro, pur
chased and cleared the farm now 
owned by Lincoln Adams, on which 
he reared his family. 

When the news of the Lexington 
battle reached Marlboro, he and 
Oapt.Nathaniel Whitney shouldered 
their muskets and forthwith repaired 
to the opening scenes of the Amer
ican Revolution and tendered their 
services. 'The same noble spirit was 
the prominent characteristic of the 
man in childhood and stayed 
throughout life. He lived to an 
advanced age. ]'or his first wife he 
married Huldah,daughter of Joseph 
Winchester, sr. She died in early 
life. He married second, Sarah 
Sawtell of Phillipston, Mass. Ohil
dren, by first marriage; Lucy, who 
married Daniel Higby for her first 
husband and Royal Knights for her 
second; children by second marriage, 
Jona., born May 10, 1779, died Dec. 
25, 1844, in Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Sarah, died unmarried, in Bath, 
N. Y. Huldah, born Dec. 1783, 
died in Bath,N. Y. Susan, born 
Feb. 20. 1786, married David 
Adams. 

Thomas,son of Oapt.Jona.,married 
Polly Knight, sister of Royal. 

. Uhidren: Dwight, Phineas, Gratia 
Knight, Dunford. Jona. jr., son of 
Oapt. J ona, married Sarah, daughter 
of Thomas Adams, 1807. She died 
1838 j children: Olark, Barnard, 
Adams, Almon F., Lucy, Emily, 
Louisa. The three youngest brothers 
reside in Brooklyn, noted for their 
mechanical talents, and as self-made 
mechanics in the invention and 
manufacture of their own tools. 

They commenced business without 
capital and invented and manufac r 
tured a varity of diamond pointecl 
tools QY which they have admirably 
succeeded in establishing for them
selves the reputation of business 
men. 

WAR FOR THE UNION 1861-65. ! 
MARLBORO VOLUNTEERS FOR THREE 

YEARS CREDITED PREVIOUS TO THE ·1 
CALL FOR 300,000 VOLUNTEERS, 


OF OOTOBER 17, 1863. 

Reg. Co. 


Adams, GeorgeH ... __________ 2 E 

Adams, Simon, jr ____________ 25.5. E 

Baldwin, Edward ____ ... ___ .. _ 2' C 

Bishop, George J .. __ .. _______ 8 I 

Blakesley, Horace ______ . ____ _ 4 I 

Brigman, Lewis .... _______ . __ 8 I 

Brown, Franklin ___ . _____ . ____ 8 I 

CaJ.:penter! Ralph W --- -- --- .. 8 l!!
Carter, King, D ___________ . __ 2 v 

Fisher, Elijah B _____ .. _______ 2 C 
Gould, George H ___ . __________ 9 K 
Higley, John Elliott _____ .. __ __ 8 I 

Houghton, Charles E __________ 8 I 

Lynde, William W __________ .. 8 I 

Morgan, Roswell W ____ .. _' .. _ 4 I 

Plummer, George F ___________ 8 I 

Prouty, Harvey ___ ___ __ __ __ __ _ 8 I 

Seymour, William H __ _.... ___ 4 I 

Swift, Amos F ____ . _______ .. __ 8 I 

Whitaker, Foster S ______ .. ___ 8 I 

y\Thitney, Porter J ____________ 8 I 

Warden, Alfred S_ .. _________ 8 I 

Warden, Francis N ___________ ~ I 


CREDITS UNDER CALL OF OOTOBER 17, 1863· 

Reg. Co. 


Bartlett, Justin _______________ 8 I 

Bragman. Lewis ________ __ __ __ 8 I 

Buck, William ________________ 9 K 
Butler, Herbert J _____________ 8 H 
Carney, William. _____________ 3 H 
Cheney, Harry _______________ _10 K 
Davis, Leander ________ _____ . _10 K 
Hill, Herbert E __ ... __ __ ___ __ __ 8 I 

Houghton, Bradley, jr ___ .. ___ 8 I 

Harvey,. Marcus A __ __ . ______ _Cav. G 
Howard, George. ___ ___ __ __ ___ 8 I 

Jenks, CharlesE ______________ 8 I 

Johnson, LutherR.. __ .. ______ 8 I 

Kelley, William .. _.. ___________ 3 I 

Phinney, Detroih ___ __ ___ __ __ _ 8 I 

Price, WalterW ______________ 8 I 

Root. Frederick W ___________ .10 K 
Welch Henry C .. ___ . _________ 6 D 

VOLUNTEERS, ONE YEAR. 

Reg. Co. 

Blanchard, Amos P_________ __ 8 I 

Duncklee, Willard S ____ . __ ___ 8 I 

Higley, William M ________ • ___ 8 I 


l 
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VOLUNTEERS RE-ENLISTED. 

Reg. Co. 
Blakesley, Horace _____________ 4 I 
Bolan, Patrick _____________,___ 8 I 
Carpenter, Chauncy H ________ 2 C 
Seymour, William H _________ 4 I 

ENROLLED MEN WHO FURNISHED 

SUBSTITUTES. 

Adams, Francis C ____ ________ _ 
Duncklee, Noah W _______ ___ _ 
Higley, George E ____________ _ 
Houghton, Rufus A _________ _ 
Ingram, Alpheus _____________ _ 
Prouty, Albert M ____________ _ 
Thayer, Orson ___ c ___________ _ 

Whitaker, Charles __________ _ 
Winchester, Asa _________ ____ _ 

Miscella.neous, not credited by name, 
three men. 

VOLUNTEERS FOR NINE MONTHS. 

Reg. Co. 
Barker,Gilbert A _____________ 16 H 
Bellows, Willard ____ ________16 H 
Blanchard, Amos P ____ ,, ______ 16 H 
Bruce, George A ____ __________ 16 I 
Fay, Daniel A ________________ 16 I 
Higley, Orange ______ ,. __ -- ____ 16 B 

Rf'g. 
Johnson, Delevan _____________ 16 
Kelsey, George P _____________ 16 
Kelsey, John A _______________16 
Monday, James _______________ 16 
Stearns, Addison E ____________ 16 
Warren, Dana __ .. ____________ 16 
Winchester, Hiram C _________ 16 

FURNISHED UNDER DRAFT, PAID 

MUTATION. 
Adams, Henry ______ .. ________ _ 
Ames, Hem·yD ______________ _ 
Barney, Lovell A ____________ _ 
Copeland, Oscar P ___________ . 
Halliday, Elliot.. _____________ _ 
King, H. C ________ __________ _ 
Pearsons, George R __________ _ 
Powers, Martin V. B _________ _ 
William, Alfred _____________ _ 

PROCURED SUBSTITUTE. 

Stancliff, Willard N. B .. _____ _ 

VOLUNTEERS FOR ONE YEAR. 

Reg. 
Cady, Henry ______________ "___ 8 
Harlow, Horace ____________ __ tl 
Mather, Charles D ____ _______ 3d 
Phettiplace, Herbert H _ ___ _ ___ 8 
Tilley, DavidO _____ __ ___ _____ 8 

Co. 
B 
I 
I 
H 
B 
B 
B 

COM-

Co. 
B 
H 

Bat. 
H 
B 
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NEWFANE. 

Compiled from "Newfane's First Century," and 
other Sources. 

By JOHN H. MERRIFIELD. 

HISTORIOAL ADDRESS 


OF THE nON. CHARLES K. FIELD, 

DELIVERED AT THE CENTENNIAL 


ANNIVERSARY OF THE ORGAN
IZATION OF THE CHURCH 


AND TOWN OF NEWFANE, 

JULY 4TH 181'!4 


, ,. 
Newfane, the shire town of Wind-

five others were the original gran tees 
of Fane. Their names were as fol
lows: 

Abner Sawyer, John Milling, 
Ebenezer . Morse, Vespasian Millar, 
Joseph Baker, 'l 'homas Adams, 
James Ball, John Ball, Samuel 
Brown, J abez Beaman, Joh11 Hazel-
tine, Ross Wyman, John Young, 

ham County, is situated eleven miles John Adams, Charles Bridgman, 
west of Oonnecticut river, and is Joseph Dyer, jr., John Ohadack, 
bounded north by Townshend, east Barnet Wait, Ebenezer Taylor, 
~y Dummerston, Putney and Brook- Ebenezer Prescott, I saac 'remple, 
hne, west by Wardsboro and Dover, Edward Goodale, John Holland, 
and south by Marlboro. The town- Phineas Wilder, Joshua Houghton, 
ship contained originally within its Asa Boucher, David Osgood, J on 
chartered limits thirty-six square athan Osgood, Asa Whitcomb, Sam
miles; but, in 1820, that part of the uel Bayley, 'rhomt.s Sawyer, Saul 
town lying northeast of West river Houghton, Ezekiel Kendall, Samuel 
was annexed to Brookline, which Kendall, Daniel Allen, Ebenezer 
materially reduced the chartered Ta:ylor, jr., Joseph Bayley, Nath
area of the town. The original alll~l. Houghton, John McBoide, 
charter of the town was granted in P~Ihp Goss, Joseph Glazier, J acob 
1753, by Benning Wentworth, gov- Pl~e, Benjamin Glazier, Abner 
ernor or New Hampshire, to Abner WIlder, Josiah Wilder, William 
Sawyer and others, by the name of Den~more, Barzillai Holt, John 
Fane. 'rhere was a current tradi- GlaZIer, Nathaniel Bexby, Reuben 
tion, seventy years ago, that it was Moore; Aaron ~ewton, Peter Larkin, 
called Fane after Thomas Fane, one MatthIas Larkm, Samuel Moore, 
of the" men of Kent," who was en- Jonathan Wilder, Tille Wilder,Ezra 
gaged in aJ,l insurrectionary move- Sawyer,Ezra Sawyer,jr. , J ohn Stone, 
ment under Sir Thomas Wyat, in Fortunatus Taylor, Hy. Sherburne, 
1554, during the reign of Queen Theodore ~t~inson,Richard Wibird, 
Mary, for the purpose of elevating Samuel ~mIth, John Downing, 
Lady Jane Grey to the throne, in Sam~el Solley, Sampson Sh eatIe, 
consequence of the odious Spanish Damel Warner, and John Went
match which Mary had formed with worth, jr. 
Philip 2d. Abner Sawyer and sixty- In 1761 the charteT was returned 
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to Governor Wentworth, and ~L new the growth and prosperity of a vil
one issued to Luke Brown and his lage where Fayetteville now is, it 
associates, containing the same pro- would have changed materially the 
visions that are embraced in the orig- destiny of Newfane. Starting, a 
inal charter. The lIth day of hundred years ago, a settlement 
May, 1772, the govern6r· of New where Fayetteville now stands, with 
York made a grant of this township, no rival v~llages near, it would have 
by the name of Newfane, to ·Walter secured such a concentration of 
Franklin ani twenty others, most of wealth and business as would have 
whom resided in the city of New made it one of the most important -.", 

York. 'l'his New York charter is a villages in the connty. For several 
literal copy of the original charter years the early settlers suffered all 
granted by Governor Wentworth. the hardships and privations incident 
The 12th of May, 1772, Walter to the settlement of a new country. 
Franklin and his associates, the Without roads, or teams, or any of 
grantees named in the New York the ordinary means of transporta
charter, assigned and conveyed all tion, they were under the necessity 
their right in said township to Luke of conveying, by their own personal 
Knowlton and John rraylor, Esqs., efforts, all their provisions and 
of Worcester County, Mass. The farming tools from Hinsdale, N. H. 
titles to the lands in said township -a distance of twenty miles
are derived directly from the New through an unbroken forest. At 
York charter. The township was that early day there was no road or 
surveyed in 1772, and duly organ- pathway up the valley of the West 
ized May 17, 1774. The town was river, from Brattleboro; but they 
first settled in 1766, by Jonathan were obliged to cross Wicopee Hill, 
Park, Nathaniel Stedman and 1£ben- in Dummerston by marked trees. 
ezer Dyer, who emigrated from Elizabeth, a child of Jonathan Park, 
Worcester County, Mass. The first was the first child born in town,
clearing was made by Park and February 20th, 1768. 
Stedman on the Nathan Merrifield 
farm, north of the Newfane Hill INDIANS. 

Common, in the spring of 1"/66. In The early settlers of Newfane 
In 1774, Judge Knowlton, one of I were never molested by the Indians. 
the original proprietors under the I for the reason that no permanent 
New York charter, was allowed settlements were made in this town 
some 300 01'.400 acres in a~d about until after the storming and taking 
the present SIte of FayettevIlle. of Quebec by Wolf, in 1759, and the 

Deacon Park's clearing covered capitulation of Montreal in 1760, 
the old common on Newfane Rill when the French lost their control · 
and the Knowlton farm. Judge over the Indian tribes in the Cana
Knowlton exchanged his lands in das. June 27 1748, before any set
and about Favetteville with Deacon tlement was ~ommenced a battle 
Park for his clearing of eighty acres was fought in the south p'art of this 
and a log cabin thereon. The dea- town or north part of Marlboro; the 
con ~ent down and cleared, up the precise place of the battle cannot be 
land III and about FayetteVIlle. In fixed. Captain Humphrey Hobbs, 
1787, the judge succeeded in remov- with forty men, was ordered from 
ing the shire from Westminster to .Oharlestown, No.4, through the 
Newfane Hill ; .bu t in 1824-thirty- forest to Fort Shirly, in Heath, one 
seven years thereafter-the shire was of the frontier posts in Massachu
removed from the Hill to Fayette- setts. The march was made with
ville. Had Judge Knowlton made out interruption until Hobbs arrived 
his pitch upon the lots originally at a point about twelve miles north
allotted to him on Sinith's Brook, west of Fort Dummer, "on a low 
and contributed as liberally towards piece of ground covered with alders 
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intermixed with larger trees, and! clumtment. As late as the year 1810, 
watered by a rivulet," where he I a large number of graves were v18i
halted to give his men an opportun- ble on the lower portion of the Rob
ity to refresh themselves. A large insoll fiats, so-called, under a cluster 
body of Indians, commanded by a of chestnut trees, near the South 
half-breed of the name of Saekett, branch below vVilliamsville, where 
who was said to have been a deseend- the bodies of the Indians who were 
ant of a captive taken at IV estfield, killed in this fight were supposed to 
~Iass., discovered Hobbs' trail, and have been bl1l'ied ; at least, such was 
endeavored to cut him off. Hobbs the current tradition for fifty years 
had carefully posted a guard on his or more among the early settlers of 
trail, and, while his men were re- Newfane. Stevens, in his journal, 
freshing themselves, the enemy states that Oapt. Hobbs started for 
came up and drove in the guard. ]!'ort Shirley from Oharlestown, No. 
Hobbs then arranged his men fol' 4, with forty-two men, offieers in
action, each man seleeting his tree cluded, on 'l'hursday, June .23, 1748, 
for a cover. rJ~he enemy rushed and camped the first night at Bel
forward, and received a well-direeted lows Falls, and the next day marched 
fire from Hobbs' men, which eheck- for West river, which they reached 
ed their progress. A severe confiiet Saturday, 25th; Then traveledH 

ensued. Sackett and Hobbs were down the river and came to the 
well known to eaeh other, and both South branch, then traveled up the 
were distinguished for their intrep- branch two miles and camped, then 
idity and courage. Sackett could traveled six miles southwest, and 
speak English, and frequently called came to a small brook, where we 
upon Hobbs to surrender, threaten- boiled our kettles, and just as we 
ing to sacrifice his men with the began to eat, the enemy came upon 
tomahawk if he refused. Hobbs, in 11S." The late General Field, who 
a loud yoiee, returned a defiant an- furnished a sketch of Newfane for 
swer, and dared his enemy to put Thompson's Gazetteer, about fifty 
his threat in execution. The years ago, was evidently misled by 
action eontinned about four the prevailing traditions in relation 
hours, each party rt'taining their to the fight with the I ndians by Nrel
original position. During the fight yin's party, for he fixed the seene of 
the enemy would approaeh Hobb's the battle at the mouth of the 
line, but were immediately driycn South branch, in Newfane; and 
back. Sackett, finding his men had Belknap, in his history of New 
suffered severely, retreated, earryiIlg Hampshire, and Beckley, in his his
off his dead and wounded. Hobbs. tory of Vermont, adopt the same 
lost only three of his men-Ebenezer· error. The publieation of Oapt. 
),fitchell, Eli Scott and Samuel Melvin's journal, in the New Hamp
Green; and three were wounded. shire historical collections, fixes the 
The loss of the enemy was supposed place of the fight with Melvin's 
to be greater. In all battles the In- party in Jamaica, some seventeen 
dians made extraordinarv efforts to. miles above the mouth of the South 
coneeal their loss, and to' effect this! Branch in Newfane, and about fom 
would incur greater exposure than' miles below the mouth of Winhall 
in actual combat. 'When one fell, river, which, during the old French 
the nearest comrade was accustomed. wars, was regarded as the upper fork 
to crawl up and, under coyer of the. of West river, and the South branch 
trees an brush, fix a "tl1mp line" to in Newfane as the lower fork there
the dead body and cautiously drag of. ~;\fter the fight with Hobbs, 
it to the rear. Hobb's men stated Saekett retreated and passed down 
that in this action they often saw the Wantastiquet to its mouth, and 
the dead bodies of the Indians slid-. crossing the Oonnectieut, marched 
iug along the ground as if by en-; down to a point opposite Bort Dllm
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mer, where they ambushed a party 
of seventeen men who were march
ing from Hinsdale to the fort, under 
commaud of Ensign Thomas '1'ay101', 
and killed four of the party. Four 
escaped, and the remainder, with 
Ensign Taylor, were taken prisoners. 
Ensign 'raylor, in a journal describ

his march to Canada, which he 
wrote after his return, describes his 
route to Orown Point, on I"ake 
Ohamplain, as follows: "Crossed 
the Oonnecticut at a place called 
(Oatts-bane,' two or three miles 
above the mouth of West river. 
which, which we fell in with at the 
lower 1m'!':; thence proceeded up 
that river, part of the way on the 
fiats, over the ground where Oapt. 
Melyin's affair happened, three or 
four miles below the upper IO?'k j 
thence to the source of the river." 
This would seem to settle the ques
tion conclusively, that the fight with 
Melvin's party took place some two 
hundred rods northeast of 
village, on the banks of West river. 
At the commencement of this cen
tury, the graves on the Robinson 
meadow, about one hundred rods 
below Williamsville, near the left 
bank of the South branch, were 
plainly to l)e seen; and the writer 
of this remembers when a boy, as 
late as 1812, two O'raves were' dis
tinctly visible on Newfane hill, and 
the current tradition was that two 
scouts from Fort Dummer were at 
one time engaged in shooting salmon 
at the mflUth of the South branch, 
and being driyen by the Indians to 
the summit of Newfane hill, were 
killed, and afterwm'ds buried abon t 
sixty rods northwest of the site of 
the old court house. The theories 
of Beckley, Belknap, and others, in 
relation to the origin of the graves 
on the Hobinson meadow and on 
Newfane hill, are all contradicted by 
the journals of Melvin and Stevens. 
The ploughshare has long since 
rudely obliterated every trace of 
their existence. 

RIV.ERS. 

The Wantastiquet, commonly 

called West river, rises in Weston, 
Windsor county, and, passing 
through Newfane, empties into the 
Oonnecticut at Brattleboro. The 
South branch, so-called, rises in 
Dover, and. after receiving a number 
of tribntary streams, passes through 
the southerly part of the town and 
empties into the West river near 

;:J,the eastern boundary line of said 
town. Baker's brook, a tributary of 
the South branch, rises in Wai'ds
boro, and empties into the South 
branch at Williamsville. Smith's 
brook rises in Wardsboro, arid, I'u-n
ing through the entire northerly 
part of the town, empties into West 
river, two miles below Fayetteville. 
These streams afford many eligible 
mill sites and water priYileges. 

SOIL. 

The intervals afford excellent till
age land, amI the uplands are ill
feriOl' to llone in the staie for graz
ing. The town is diversified with 
high hills and deep valleys; but 
there are 110 elevations that deserves 
the name of mountains; t here is 
little or no broken or waste land 
that is unsuitable for cultivation. 

GEOLOGY AND ~nNERALOGY. 

The geological character of the 
town is uniformly primitive; few 
continuous ranges can be traced 
with certainty. The rocks in place 
are principally mica slate and horn
blende. Granite is by no means an 
uncommon rock; boulders and roll
ed masses of granite are scattered in 
profusion oyer every part of the 
town, and sometimes they are found 
on t.he summits of the highest hills 
which are composed entirely of mica 
slate. These boulders by skillful split
ting, are wrought into fence-posts 
and building-stone. Hom-blende 
is a very common rock; it forms 
a range which extends through the 
en tire town. It is the variety call
ed hom-bIen de slate, and is often 
curiously curved and twisted, and 
occasionally passes into primitive 
greenstone and greenstone porphyry. 
Mica slate is the most common rock 
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in town, yet 110 eonnected nmge can 
be traced. It forms the summits and 
frequently the sides of the hills, and 
in the valleys it is a common rock: 
but horn-bIen de is constantly thrust~ 
iug itself from underneath the mica 
slate, and interrupting the conti 
nuity of its ranges. In the north part 
of the town are extensive strata of 
miea slate, which are oecasionally 
quarried and wrought into flagging 
stones. Talcose slate better deserv
es the name of a range than any 
other in town. It traverses the 
whole connty, passing through Whit
ingham, Wilmington, Marlboro, 
Newfane, 'l'owllshend, Windham, 
Athens nnd Grafton. In Grafton. 
Athens and Townshend it is exten: 
sively quarried, and wrought into 
fire-jambs, etc. There is an exten
sive bed of this roek in the west part 
of Newfane, bordering on Wards
boro and Dover, which, at some fu
ture day will be successfullv 
wrought;whenever the railroad fa
cili ties shall be such as to furnish a 
cheap mode of conveyance to mark
et. Serpentine associated with tal 
cose slate forms a range extending 
fOll1' or five miles on the western 
border of the town, presenting per
pendicular precipices in some places 
forty or fifty feet in height. The 

which are orten fvuwl alternating 
with mica slate. At the time this 
mass of gold was found, it was sup
posed to have been a piece that was 
accidently lost by a band of coun
terfeiters, who formerly resided in 
the immediate neighborhood, al
thongh their operations were confin
ed exclusively to the counterfeiting 
of silver coin. Gold at that time 
had not been discovered elsewhere 
in New England; but since then its 
discovery at Somerset, Plymouth, 
Bridgewater, and other places in 
Vermont, seemed to favor the theory 
that it existed originally in the bed 
of sernentine and talcose slate in 
the west part of the tOWIl, neal' the 
head waters of the South Branch, 
and was swept out of place by some 
freshet and deposited in the alluvion 
some six miles below. All the gold 
which has thus far been found in 
Vermont has been associated with 
the serpentine .and talcose slate 
range, which extends from }fassa
chusetts north line to Oanada. This 
town probably furnishes t11e richest 
and most €xtensi ve variety of miner
als of any town in the State. 

THE BURNING OF THE SAWTELl, 


FA1IILY. 


crystalline appearance of this rock I A melancholy catastro!)he occur
demonstrates it to be of the most red in this town on the night of tbe 
primitive kind. Its textme is close, 2d of February, 1182, in the burn
and it is extremcly tough and hard, ing of the house of Hems Saw
though in somc cases it is easily tell, which created great sorrow, 
broken on account of the fissures bordering upon terrol', in the minds 
that pass through it. Chloride slate of the inhabitants of the vicinity, 
occurs in this town, in which is em-I for the house was not only burned, 
bedded splendid specimens of garnet. •but JVIr. and Mrs. Sawtell and five 
A nugget of native gold, weighing children were consumed therein. 
eight and one-half ounces, was found The morning after the fire the 
in this town in 1821, about one hlln- neighbors saw a cloud of smoke 
drcd rods east of the village of Wil-I gathercd over the Sawtell place, and 
liamsville. It was of a conical smelt an unusual odor in the air 
shape, and there were adhering to it 1 like burning fiesh and clothing. The 
a number of small crystals of quartz. I site of the honse was hidden from 
It was found in alluvion consisting I the view of all the neighboring in
of thin strata of sand, clay and' habitants, being situated in a deep 
water-wol'll stones. The rocks in valley; but as they approached the 
situ are all of a primitive class, con- ruins they discovered, to their great 
siating of horn-blende, horn-blende horror and astonishment, the Saw
slate and grec1nstone porphyry,. tell house in ashes. Some of the 
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larger logs were still burning, 
and the charred bodies of 
Mr. and Mrs. Sawtell and five of 
their children were smouldering in 
the ruins. 'l'hey gathered up, with 
pious care, the chane'] remains of 
the family, placed them in a coffin, 
and a public funeral was bolden at 
the center of the town on the fourth, 
when a great crowd of peol)le from 
the town and vicinity were assem
bled, and an appropriate sermon was 
preached by Rev. Hezekiah Taylor, 
the pastor of the church. From an 
old copy of his sermon, in the pos
session of the writer of this sketch, 
it appears that he exhorted his 
hearers not to construe this painful 
and violent death of a whole family 
as a judgment of God by reason of 
any great or unusual wickedness, 
for the manner of a person's death 
was no evidence of his righteousness 
or sinfulness before God. He ap
pealed in pathetic and eloquent 
terms to the neighbors and towns
men of the deceased family, to take 
warning by this terrible and appall
ing calamity to be " always ready," 
for they know not at what hour the 
I;ord would come, "whether at the 
second or third watch, whether at 
nightfall or at midnight." lVIr. 
Henry Sawtell and his wife came to 
Newfane about l'174, and the 
clearing of a new farm at a point 
midway between Newfane Hill and 
Williamsville. He was highly es
teemed for his integrity. His wife 
was regarded as a pions, amiable 
woman, an exemplary, affectionate 
mother. After having undergone 
the hardships and vicissitncles at
O,,"JJ.UJLil«. the commencement of a new 
settlement, though not wealthy, }Ir. 
Sawtell was in comfortable circum
stances, and contemplated the erec
tion of a more convenient and suita
ble dwelling for his family. But 
fate had decreed" that but for a 
little time" and they would need no 
earthly dwelling. . 

THE OLD SHIRE VILLAGE. 

In the early settlement of the 

town, a village grew up on the sum
mit of a hill, which rose like a cone 
in the center of the town, and in 
1787 Newfane was constituted tIle 
shire town of Windham county. and 
the courts were removed from ·'Vest
minster to Newfane Hill, so called. 
}1~ro1l11790 to 1820, the village con
sisted of a court honse, jail, meeting 
house, academy, three stores, two 
hotels, a variety of shops; such as 
were found in all New England 
villages at an early day, and about 
twenty private residences. The 
village stood upon the summit of 
the hill, and afforded a prospeet as 
extensive and picturesque as any in 
New England. From the summit, 
near the meeting honse, might be 
seen not less than fifty townships, 
lying in Vermont, New Hampshire 
and Massachusetts. On the west, 
Haystack in Wilmington, and 
Manickmmg in Stratton, towered 
above the ridile of the Grcen monn
tains which ~formed the western 
boundary of the county. On the 
north, Ascutney was plainly visible 
to the naked eve, and on a clear 
snmmer day, the White Hills in New 
Hampshire could be distinctly seen 
by the aid of a telescope. The 
Highlands of New Hampshire and 
Massachusetts, for a dis
tance of more than miles from 
Sunnapee to Holyoke, were distinct
ly visible on the east, while l\fonad
nock and Wachusett, with their 
cloud-capped Bummits, seemed to 
mingle with the heavens; and along 
the margin of the horizon to the 
southeast, little was to be seen but a 
broad sea of mountain tops, display
ing, in wild disorder, ridge above 
ridge, and peak above peak, nntil 
the distant view was lost among the 
clouds. 

SITE OF THE NEW SHIRE. 

In 1825, the site of the pn blic 
buildings were changed from New
fane Hill to what is now called Fay
etteville, a village two miles east of 
the old centre in the valley of the 
vVantastiqnet or West river. The 
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present site of the shire is three 
miles east of the geographical cen
tre of the connty, and one mile 
south of the centre of population. 
It is easy of access from all parts of 
the country. A new court house 
and jail were erected at an expense 
of $10,000. In 1853, by act of the 
General" Assembly, commissioners 
were appointed, who altered and im
proved the public buildings at a 
cost of $13,000. After the removal 
of the shire from the hill to the val
ley below, the owners of the real 
estate on the hill commenced re
moving their buildings to Fayette· 
ville and Williamsville, the two vil
lages that have sprung up since the 
removal of the public buildings, and 
as late as 1860 not a building re
mained to mark the pleasant site of 
the old shire of Windham county. 
Fayetteville, the present site of the 
shire, has entirely grown up since 
1825. 

TOWN CLERKS. 

The following is a list of the town 
clerks from the first organization of 
the town, in 1774, to the present 
time: 

Luke Knowlton, from 1774 to 
1783; Hezekiah Boyden, from 1783 
to 1784; Luke Knowlton, 1784 to 
1789; Oalvin Knowlton, from 1789 
to 1792; Nathan Stone, from 1792 
to 1834; Joseph Ellis, from 1834 to 
1836; William H. Hodges, from 
1830 to 1839; Otis Warren, from 
1839 to 1867; Marshall Newton, 
from 1867 to 1868; Dennis A. Dick
enson, from 1868-. 

REPRESENTATIVES TO THE GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY. 

Ebenezer Myrick, 1779; William 
Ward, 1780; Ebenezer Myrick, 1781; 
Daniel Taylor, 1782; William 
Ward, 1783; Luke Knowlton, 
1784-5; Wm. Ward, 1786-7; Luke 
Knowlton. 1788-9: Oalvin Knowl
ton, 17'90-91;' Luke Knowl
ton, 1792; Moses Kenny, 17()3; 
Ebenezer Allen, 1794 to 1804; Luke 
Knowlton, 1805-6; Elijah Elmer, 

1807; Joseph Ellis, 1808-9; Martin 
Field, 1810; Sylvanus Sherwin, 
1811; Luke Knowlton, 1812-13; 
John Brooks, 1814; Luke Knowl
ton, 1815; Sylvanus Sherwin, 1816; 
Horace Dunham, 1817; Luke 
Knowlton, 1818; Martin Field, 
1819; Sylvanus Sherwin, 1820; Mar
tin Field, 1821; Sylvanus Sherwin, 
1822; Jason Duncan, 1823-4; Syl
vanus Sherwin, 1825; William H. 
Williams, 1826; D. W. Sanborn, 
1827; Sylvanus Sherwin, 1828; 
Joseph Ellis, ] 829-30; Henry Whee
lock, 1831-2; George Williams, 
1833-4; Roswell M. Field, 1835-6;_ 
James Elliott, 1837-8; Walter 
Eager, 1839; Nahum Eager, 1840-1; 
Walter Eager, 1842; Otis Warren, 
1843-4; Oliver P. Morse, 1845; no 
representatIve in 1846; Marshall 
Newton,1847; George Arnold, 1848; 
Sir Isaac Newton, 1849-50; F. O. 
Bnrditt, 1851-2; Chas. K. Field, 
1853-4-5; l\1'arshall Newton, 1856; 
Otis Warren, 1857; Emory Whee
lock, 1858; Otis Warren, 1859; 
Oharles K. Field, 1860; O. L. Sher
man, 1861-2; A. J. Morse, 1863-4; 
H. T. Robinson, 1865-6; JohnRice, 
1867; Holland Plimpton, 1868; E. 
P. Wheeler, 1869; Dana D. Dickin
son, 1870-72; Alvin B. Franklin, 
1874-76; John H. Merrifield, 
1878-80; M. O. Howe, 1882; Alvin 
B. Franklin, 1884; Oharles E. 
Spat'ks, 1886; Albert '1'. Warren, 
1888; Ohester E. Perry, 1890. 

PERVERSION OF LEGAL MAXIMS. 

By a strange perversion of legal 
principles, which prevailed among 
the early settlers of Windham coun
ty, it was supposed that whoever 
married a widow who was adminis
tratrix upon the estate of her de
ceased husband represented insol
vent, and should thereby possess 
himself of any property or thing 
which had been purchased by the 
deceased husband, would become an 
executor de son tort, and would 
thereby make himself liable to an
swer for the goods and estate of his 
predecessor. To avoid this diffi

461 
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culty, Major Moses Joy, of Putney, dead body of a debtor and commit 
who became enamored of 1\1:r8. Han- the same to prison. The prevailing 
nah Ward of Newfane, the widow notion at that time was that inas
of William Ward, who died about much as the execution run against 
1788 leaviug an iusolveut estate, of 
which 1\11'6. Ward was administra
trix, and married her within three 
months after out letters of 
administration. marriage took 
place in the old Field .Mansion on 
Newfane Hill, February 22, A. D. 
1789, and was solemnized by Rev. 
Hezekiah '1'aylor. Mrs. Ward 
placed herself in a closet, with 
a tire-woman, who stripped her 
of all her clothing, and while in 

the body, that the officer might take 
the body of the debtor,whether 
dead or alive, and commit the same 
to the common jaiL The same 
notion prevailed in England as late 
as 1816. The creditors of the elo
quent Richard Brinsley Sheridan, 
just before his decease, in July, 
1816, became so clamorous that they 
caused a sheriff's officer to arrest the 
dying man in his bed and was about 
to carry him off in his blankets to a 

a perfectly nude state, she thrust sponging house, when the attending 
her fair, round arm through a dia- physician interfered, and by repre
mond hole in the door of the senting to the officer the responsi
and the gallant major the bility he must if, as was too 
hand of the widow, and was mar- probable, his prisoner should expire 
ried in due form by the jolliest par-: on the way, succeeded in av-erting 
SOll in Vermont. At the close of' the outrage. 
the ceremony, the tire-woman In the Vermont Rejn~bUcan, 
dressed the bride in a complete printed at Brattleboro, in July, 
wardrobe which the major had pro- 1855, a story is told of a custom 
vided and caused to be deposited in which prevailed in this county at an 
the closet at the commencement of early day, of holding even the dead 
the ceremony. She came out ele- body of a debtor liable to arrest, and 
gantly dressed in silk, satin and that a case occurred in the town of 
lace. A similar marriage took place Dummerston, when a dead body 
in Westminster, in this county.· was arrested on its way to the grave 
See Hall's History of Eastern Yer- and detained. until some of the 
mont, page 585. friends" backed the writ," and thus 

An instance, illustrating the became bail for the debtor's appear
strange perversion of legal maxims ance at court. As the retnrn day of 
which prevailed among our ances- the writ was put far ahead the de
tors at an early day, fell under the fendant was in no condition to ap
observation of the writer of this pear and consequently" lurched his 
sketch. The Hon. Luke Knowlton, •bail." In 1820 Dr. John Campbell 
Son., died December 12, 1810, and, of Putney, had obtained a judgment 
at the time of his decease, there i against Anthony Jones and Joel 
were many unsatisfied judgments. Lee, upon a jail bond executed bv 
existing a~ainst him. The morn
ing after hIS decease, a creditor who 
had obtained a judgment of about 
forty dollars, applied to thc late 
General Field, his attorney, for an 
execution with which he could seize 
the body and commit it to prison, 
hoping thereby to wring the amount 
thereof from the relatives and 
frieuds of the debtor. But the at
torney refused to have an execution 
issued, that it would be re
garded as an outrage to take the 

Jones and Lee. By virtue of an ex
ecution issued upon said judgment, 
Lee was arrested and confined in 
the common jail, on Newfane Hill, 
and under the law which prevailed 
in this State at that time he was not 
entitled to the privilege of the jail 
yard, but was subjected to close con
finement. He died within the pI'is
on, in the summer of 1820, and his 
son requested the privilege of taking 
his body away for the purpose of 
burying it in the cemetery at Brook
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but the jailer refused to 
body to be taken away; 
he permitted the body to 
moved 

line, with his relatives and friends, 
the 

if 
be re
as an 

bail would 
it would be regarded 

escape, and he and his 
be made liable to satisfy the 
judgment, and not until the cred
itors had consented, would the jailor 
permit the body to be removed. 

THE WHIPPING POST. 

At an early day corporal punish
ments were inflicted at every term 
of the Oourt on Newfane Hill. 'rhe 
writer of this sketch, when it mere 
boy, well remembers witnessing the 
whipping of old j.fother White, of 
Wardsboro, in Augnst, 1807. She 
was convicted of passing counterfeit 
money, and sentenced to receive 
thirty-nine lashes upon her bare 
back. A crowd of men and 
womeu collected to witness the 
whipping. The Post was in the 
form of a cross, with a transverse 
strip near the top, to which her bare 
arms were bound, and her body WitS 
stripped to tlle waist. The High 
Sheriff applied a certain number of 
stripes, and the bitlance were allott
ed to his Deputies, some seven in 
numbcr, and some of whom applied 
the blows with great vigor. Near 
the closc of the whipping her back 
became rftW, and she suffered exces
sive pitin and she shrieked and scream
ed terribly in her agony. 'rhe wri
ter of this sketch, alth.)ugh very 

remembers the scene distinct
Meeting House and Acad

emy stood a few rods above the site 
of the Whipping Post, and their 
windows were filled with women, 
gazing intently upon the revolting 
scene. This was probably the last 
woman publicly whipped in Ver
mont, for the Legislature abolished 
the Whipping POSG that fall and 
provided for the building of a States 
Prison at Windsor. 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETOHES. 

RON. LUKE KNOWLTON, 

was born in Shrewsbury, :SLass., 
Nov. 4,1738. He served as a soldier 
in the old French War, and in 1759 
was stationed at Orown Point awhile, 
and suffered great hardships during 
his march from Orown Point to 
Oharlestown, No.4. From a jour
nal he kept during his service as a 
soldier, we learn that his company, 
in marching through the wilderness, 
exhausted their stock of provisions 
and were obliged to kill a pack-horse 
to save themselves from starvation. 
He married Sarah, daughter of 
Ephriam Holland, of Shrewsbury, 
:Mass., January 5, 1760, and 
with his family moved to Newfane 
in Feb. 1773, which was the four
teenth family that settled in town. 
He continued to reside in this town 
until his death, which occur.red Dec. 
12, 1810, at the of 73 years. His 
wife died Sept. 1797. He was 
chosen first Town at the or
ganization of the town 1774, and 
continued to hold that position for 
fourteen years. He was Town Rep
resentative in the General Assemblv 
of the State of Vermont during the 
years 1784, 88, 89, 92, 1803 and 
1806, and a member of the old 
Oouncil from 1790 to 1800; Judge 
of the Supreme Oourt in 1786 and a 
Judge of the Windham Oounty 
Oourt from 1787 to 1793. 

He was a Loyalist, and in conse
quence of the great sacrifices he 
made in behalf of the British Gov
ernment, in the early part of the 
Revolutionary war, he received a 
large and valuable grant of land in 
Lower Oanada, upon a part of which 
the present town of Sherbrooke is 
built. 

Previous to the year 1784 Judge 
Knowlton gave in his adherence to 
the government of Vermont, and 
voluntarily became a citizen of the 
State. He was liberal and generous 
to the poor, entered heartily a.nd 
zealously into all the public enter
prises of the day, gave to the Oounty 
of Windham the land for a common 
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on Newfane hill, at the time of the I who in the discharge of hili official 
removal of the shire from Westmin- duties exercised the prudence and 
ster to Newfane, and contributed, discretion, united with the energy 
largely towards the erection of the Iand ability which characterized his 
first Oourt House and .Jail in N ew- ! worthy ancestor, the subject of this 
fane. His family consisted of seven i notice. 
children, three sons and four daugh REV. HEZEKIAH TAYLOR,
ters, as follows: 

Calvin, born in 1761, died ,January the tirst pastor of the Congrega
20, 1800; a gmduate of Dartmouth tional church in Newfane was born 
college, class of 1783; married Sophia in Gntfton, Ylass., in 1748 j gradu
Willard, of Petersham, Mass., in ated at Harvard college in 1710, and 
1793; studied law and practised his was settled as pastor of the Congre
profession in Newfane until he died. gational chnrch in N ewrane the 30th 
Patty, born in 1762, died in Ohio in day of .June, 1774. The church 
1814. Shill married Daniel Warner, was organized the same day of his 
and was the grandmother of Hon. settlement, and at that time there 
Willard Warner, late United States were but fourteen families in the 
Senator from Alabama, and a mem- town, and the church consisted of 
ber of General Sherman's staff in I onlv nine members. He died August 
his celebrated "March to the Sea." i28," 1814. He was possessed of a 
Silas, born 1764, married Sarah Hol- . firm and vigorous constitution, of 
brook at )fewfane, November 30,' great endurance, an indomitable 
1786, died in Oanada aged eighty.! will, and a resolution unshaken by 
Sarah, born JYlay 2, 1767, married the care of his flock and the labor 
.John Holbrook at Newfane, Novem- I and hardship incident to the early 
bel' 30, 17815. She died March 22, . settlement of the town. Possessing 
1851. Alice married Nathan Stone Ihabits of great industry, with a Jib
April 24, 1788. She died November· eral education, and a disposition of 
14, 1865. Lucinda, born August 8, ! great kindnei:ls and benevolence 
1771, married Samuel Willard. They toward all with whom he was con
lived awhile in Sheldon, Vt.; from nected, he faithfully ministered to 
thence they removed to Canada the spiritual and temporal wants of 
where she died, May 4, 1800. his people. Of an exceedingly genial 

Luke Knowlton, jr., was born in temperament, overflowing with wit 
Newfane, March 24, 1775; died at and humor, he was the delight and 
Broome township, Canada East, ornament of the social circle. His 
September 17, 1855, aged eighty. efforts and example contributed em
Luke Knowlton's grandsons were inently to the hal)piness and pros
men of marked ability, among whom perityof the early inhabitants of the 
were Paul Holland Knowlton, town. 
Broome township, Lower Canada, 

HON.EBENEZER ALLENson of Silas Knowlton, who occupied 
distinguished political positions in was born in :,)tredway, :Mass., 1758; 
the province, and was for many removed to Newfane in U'85. He 
years a member of the Oanadian represented the town in the General 
Parliament; Rev. John C. Holbrook, Assembly, for ten years, from 1794 
of Syracuse, N. Y., an eloquent di to 1804.' He was for a time a Judge 
vine, highly esteemed for his piety of the County Court, also a Judge 
and learning; Hon. Willard Warner, of Probate for the District of Marl
of Alabama; Hon. George W. boro, and was actively engaged in 
Knowlton, of Watertown N. Y.; public business until his, death De
Hon. Frederick Holbrook, of Brat cember 16, 1805. He was an enter
tleboro, who for two years during prising, active, and eminentlyprac
the War of the Rebellion, was Gov tical man, and highly esteemed for 
ernor of the State of Vermont, and his patriotism and public spirit. 
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REY. AAROX OROSBY. 

Born in Shrewsbury, Mass., No
vember 27, 1744; graduated at 
Harvard in 1770, married Mary 
'l'aylor, sif'ter of Rev. Hezekiah 
'l'aylol', August 1774. His family 
resided in Newfane from 1774 until 
his death, in with the excep
tion of the term his pastorate over 
the church in Dummerston, Vt., 
from 1784 to 1804. He died Jan
uary 13, 1824. He was for many 
years a missionary among the Indians 
on the head waters of the Susque
hanna. He acted under the patron
age of a society in Scotland. The 
war of the Revolution interrupted 
his lahors and comp€lled him to 
retul'l1 to New England. 

WARD EAGER. 

BY HIS GRANDDAl:GH'fER, MRS. "ANNY A. DAliER, 

OF Pl'1'NEY, VER'lON'T. 

The subject of our sketch, son of 
Bella]eel and Persis Eager, was born 

ticularly geometry, an~ for many 
years was the only practlCal surveyor 
in the town and vicinity. He took 
a lively interest in t1le study of 
astronomy, and prepared the astro
nomical calculations for two or three 
almanacs. The only office he was 
ever known to accel)t was that of 
Town Treasurer, which he held for 
many veal's. He was reticent, taciturn 
and g~nerally regarded as u~lsocial, 
for he loved seclusion and qmet,and 
much preferred his b,ooks ,to a ~ree 
social intercourse Wl th h18 neigh
bors, or the society of the many cul
tivated men for which the town was 
distinguished at an early day. He 
was a member of the Oongregational 
church, although he differed with 
his bretheren upon the subject of 
baptism. It is said of him that 
without consulting his family or
friends he quietly rode away one 
Sabbath morning into a neighboring 
town and received the ordinance of 
baptism by immersion, and the fact 

ill Northboro, Mass., April, 1750·1 was studiously concealed from his 
His mother's maiden name was. family for a long time. Quietly and 
Ward, and she was related to the· serenely, in the retirement he so 
Wards of Wocester Oounty, :J:[ass., much loved and coveted, his days 
who distinguished themselves in passed away until his life had reach
the war of the Revolution by ed almost four score years, when he 
their patriotism and loyalty. died, :March 24, 1824. He left at 
He carne to Newfane about his death three sons and three 
the time of the commencement of daughters. 
the war, in which he served awhile His sons, Benjamin, Nahum, and 
as a soldier. He was engaged in the Walter, were prominent men in town, 
battles of Bennington and Saratoga, distinguished for their enterprise, 
but the perils he eneountered and probity and practical good sense. 
the hardships he endured he never Nahum and Walter represent
communicated to his family in after ed the town two years, respectively, 
yea.rs, for he was exeessivelv modest in the General of this 
and taciturn, and never talked of State, and for more than thirty 
himself. The musket and cartridge years they filled many of the most 
box he bore at the battle of Benning- responsibie offices in town. 
ton and the taking of Bur,Q:ovne at 
Saratoga, he retained with- s~rupu- i GEN. :r.rARTIN FIELD, 

lous care until his decease. He came Iwas born in Leavitt, Mass., Febru
to Newfane when it was little more 
than a wilderness, and whcn the 
land he purchased was a dense forest. 
He married a Mrs. Abigail Pike, a 
widow lady, whose maiden name was 
Holland. 

He cherished a passionate found
ness for mathematical studies, par

ary 12,1773; graduated at Williams 
Oollege in 1798, and received the 
honorary degree of A. ::VI. from Dart
mouth Oollege in 1805. He studied 
law with his uncle, Lucius Hub
bard, Esq., of Ohester, Vt., and 
upon the decease of Oalvin Knowl

in 1800, and at the special in
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stance and request of Hon. Luke Vt., and entered l\'Iiddlebury college 
Knowlton, he came to Newfane in in the autumn of 1818, at eleven 
January, 1800, and entered upon years of age. Graduating in 1822, 
the practice of law. He married he stndied law with Hon. Daniel 
Esther Smith Kellogg, daughter of IKellogg, of Rockingham, Vt., and 
Daniel Kellogg, of Amherst, AbBS., I was admitted to practice in Septem-
February 21, 1802, an accomplished I bel', 1825, at eighteen of age. 
lady of fine personal appearance, of He practiced law Windham 
great goodness and exemlllary piety. county from 1825 to 1839, when lle 
He was indebted, in a great measure, removed to St. Louis, where he re
for his Sllccess in life to her great mained until his death. He repre
indLlstry, prudence and discretion. sented the town of Newfane in the 
She died .June 6, 1867, aged 88 General Assembly of this State dur
years, sLUviving her husband thirty- ing the years 1835 and 1836. He 
four years. He was full of anec- was elected State's Attorney for 
elates, and could tell a story with Windham county in 1832, 1833,1834 
inimitable grace. His forensic cf- alld 1835. While a member of the 
forts abounded with flashes of wit Legislature in 1835, he wrote an 
and occasional bursts of caustic sar- able report in favor of abrogating 
casm and biting ridicule, which he the rule of the common law exclud
could nse with great skill and effect. ing athcists from giving testimony 
'rhese peculiar powers rendered him in conrts of justice. '1'he proposi
a popular and distinguished jury tion failed of adoption, but in 1851 
advocate. He WllS eminently SlIC- it was renewed by Hon. Loyal C. 
cessfnl in his profession, and for Kellogg, of Benson, then a member 
nearly thirty ycars enjoyed a large of the House of Representatives,and 
and lucrative practice, which he was passed into a law. Since that period, 
compelled to abandon by reason of "no person is deemed incompetent 
his excessive deafness. On relin- as a witness in any court matter or 
qnishing his practice he commenced proceeding on account of his opin
the study of Geology and Mineralo- ions on matters of religious belief." 
gy, and by perseverence and The spedal pleas which he drew and 
industry he collected what, at that filed in the libel suit of Torrey vs. 
time, was regarded as the rarest and Field, reportcd ill the tenth volume 
most extensi ve cabinet of minerals of Vermont reports, were declared by 
in the tltate. A few years since it Judge Story to be masterpieces of 
WIlS generously given to ])1i ddlebnry sl)ecial pleading. He was a finished 
College by his widow, lVII's. E. S. scholar, and read Greek, Latin, 
"Field. He was, for ten years, State's French, German and Spanish, be
A ttllrney for Windham county; and sidcs having an extensive acquaint
repeatedly represented the town of ance with English litcratUTe and 
Newfane in the General Assembly general science. He could speak with 
and Constitutional Conventions. In greater faeility, not only French but. 
1819 he was elected Major General 
of the first divisiou of the Vermont 
militia.. 

He died at hi.s rcsidenee in J1'ay
etteville, October 3d, A. D. 1833, 
aged 60 years. 

'. , .; , . 
ROt:;WETjL ~fARTIN FIELD, 

son of Gen. Martin Field, was born 
in Newfane, February 22, 1807, died 
at St. Louis, Mo., July 12, 1869. 
He fitted for college with Rev. 
Luke \Vhitcomb, of Townshend, 

German. It was as a lawyer that he 
won his great distinotion. When 
hc went to St. Louis, in 1839, he 
had to contend with sneh men as 
Benton, Gamble and Bates. To 
none of these was he second in legal 
attainments, sound judgment and 
keen foresight. As an advocate he 
was eloquent) and as a lawyer, learn
ed. His. first .distincti?n at ~he bar 
was obtamed m cases mrolvmg the 
intricate old Spall ish claims, wbic? 
he mastmed at an early day. HIS 
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opinions always had great weight in 
the Superior Courts of the State, 
and at the time of his decease, he 
was esteemed 118 the ablest lawyer at 
the Missol11'i bar. He gained a na
tional reputation in the famous Dred 
Scott case, which he started and 
carried on until the appeal was en
tered in the United States Supreme 
Court, when he turned it over to 
Montgomery Blair, then residing at 
IV ashington. In the dark days of 
the rebellion, during the yeaI'll 1861 
and 1862, when the friends of the 
Union in St. Louis and Missouri 
felt that they were in imminent 
danger of being driven from tl1eir 
homes and their estates confiscated 
by rebels and traitors, Gen. Lyon, 
Gen. Blair, and R. M. Field were 
among the calm, loyal and patriotic 
men who influenced public action 
amI saved the city and State. 

Eugene Field of Chicago, son of 
Roswell M. Field, is one of the lead
ing humorous newspaper writers of 
the countrv. Several volumes of his 
character sketches and short poems 
have been published. 

WILLIA~I II. WILLIAMS, 

son of Larkin and Anna Williams, 
and grandson of Col. Abraham Wil
liams, was born in Chester, :!Hass., 
February 24, 1776. At an early age 
he was bound out to a farmer who 
proved to be a hard master, depriv
ing him almost entirely of school 
privileges. He came to Newfane, in 
October, 1797, and took charge of 
the cloth dressing and oil making 
works of Thomas and Darius Wheel
er. In 1801, he bought the mills of 
the Wheeler's and worked them 
until his decease. He engaged in 
the mercantile business in 1814, and 
continued in trade for more than 
forty years. During the war of 
1812 he was extensively engaged in 
the manufacture of potash and 
woolen cloth. He erected a large 
flouring mill, also a carding machine 
and saw-mill. 

He was a re.sident of Newfane 
about 70 years, gave a name to the 

contributed largely towards the erec
tion of the village church in 1834, 
and was at all tiIlles liberal and gen
ermIS in his donations for the sup
port of the gospel. 

He was a member of the JYIetho
dist church, represented the town 
in the General Assembly, filled 
many municipal offices and faith
fully diClcharged the duties incident 
to the same. .. He was enterprising, 
industrious and eminently practical 
in all his views and efforts. He was 
liberal in his contributions for the 
furtherance of all public enterprises 
which stimulated the growth and 
prosperity of the town, and althongh 
he suffered severely by fire and flood 
at different times during his life, yct 
by his untiring industry and perse
verance he repaired all his losses and 
accumulated a handsome fortune. 
which he left to his family. H~ 
married Al)igail Robinson, October 
17, 1802. She was born NIarch25, 
1781, died July 6, 1821. He mar

born 

ried Rosanna Miller for his second 
wife, February 22, 1826. She was 

.May 19, 1794; died Oct. 1, 
1884. He died Dec. 9, 1866. Here 
fonows the names, births and deaths 
of his children, only two of whom 
survived him: 

George Williams, bol'll September 
1803, died May 26, 1841. 

Anna Williams, born January. 24, 
1805, died January 26, 1805. 

Hastings Williams, born March 5, 
1806, died December 26, 1808. 

Mary Williams, born May 26, 
1808, died May 27, 1834. She mar
ried Roswell Robertson, January 26, 
183l. 

Sarah R. Williams, born March 
30, 1810. Married Roswell Robert
son, December 10, 1835, and died 
October 9, 1839. 

Louisa Williams, born October 
26, 1811, married .Tohn A Merri
field, January 17, 1843, died Aug. 
15, 1884. 

William L. Williams, born Dec. 
9, 1813, died at Dubuque, Iowa, 
Jannal'Y 11, 1864. 

vlilage where he resided and died; Abigail E. "~illiams, born March 
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:3, 1816, married Charles Converse, 
of Ohio, September 25, 1808, died-

John W. Williams, born January 
9, 1818, married Gertrude Brown, 
April 22, 1841, and died May 25, 
1851. 

DANIEL FISHER, 

W<1S born in Newfane iu February 
1776, died August 17, 1b6.2, aged 86: 
He married, for his first wife, Milli
cen t Durren, of Newfane, in 1197. 
She died in 1813. He married for 
his second wife, Miss Priscilla'Rit
ter, of ·Walpole, N. H., in Septem
ber, 1815. She died .June 9, 1862. 
His children, by his first wife were 
OlarkFisher; Lydia, who n{arried 
Nathaniel Sampson, of Brattleboro' 
Orrison Fisher; Oaroline, who mar~ 
ried Richmand Dunklee of New
faue; JYIillicent, who married 
Richard P. Pratt, of Newfane' 

greetings and generous in his hospi
talities; liberal and kind to the poor 
and suffering, never closing his door 
or his hand to their afplkations for 
relief. He was of a tall, command
ing figure, and manly and dignified 
in his deportment. He early united 
with the :f.'irstOongregational church 
in Newfane, and died at an advanc
ed age, universally respected and 
beloved for his illtegl'ity and benev
olence. The father and son were 
both distinguished for their practi
cal good sense, and were often elect
ed to the most important municipal 
offices in town, and faithfully dis
charged their official duties. 

GEN. PARDO=" T. KIlIfBAI,L, 

Born in Newfane, July 2, n!J7, 
died April 5, 1873. He was nearly 

Hannah, who married Isaac Bur~ "{6 years of age at the time of his 
nett, of Dummerston, and Simon decease. His death resulted from 
~i8h~:, the only surviving son. Dan- inju!ies r~ceived by a fall Jrom his 
leI :B lsher. Sr., the father of the carnage, m the month of Novem ber, 
subject of this sketch, was born in 1812. He was greatly distinguished 
Milford, .iY1ass.,in 1752. and removed for his cnergy and enterprise. He 
to Newfane in 1774. He purchased represented Windham Oounty in the 
a large amount of real estate, situate State Senate for two years, and for 
in the eastern portion of the town the last 50 years of his life he had 
snppos?d to e~eeed one thousand filled ~he J?ost i,mportant nnmici~al 
a~re~ l~l q~ar;ttlty, and, embracing ?ffices m ~lS natlve .town. As a Clt
wttlnn Its llmits the fertIle fmd pro- Izen he faIthfully dIscharged all his 
ductive meadows on West river. At d~ties, and greatly distinguished 
an early day he was known and hUI!-self by the zea~ and energy with 
called bv the 1111me of Corn Fisher WhICh he entered mto all the enter
f~r the reason that he raised upo~ i prises which were calculated t? pro
Ius mead?w8 great crops of Indian ~ote th~ growth and prospenty of 
COTn, WhICh he sold to the earlv sct- Ins natIve town. He W11S munifi
tIers on the hills and mOUlltains ?ent in his contributions for public 
west of Newfane. He was exceed. Improvements, and generous and 
ingly thrifty and prude11t and at liberal in his gifts for the relief of 
his decease he left a larg~ estate, the Buffering poor. It was of ten
He died in 1820, aged 68. Daniel times said of him, that he had a 
Fisher, the subject of this sketch great heart and it was in the right 
inherited ~ large property from hi~ :place. Hi.s friendships were endur
father, whICh he judiciously distrib- n:~g, and llls .heart was full of the 
uted among his children and oTand- ikmdest chantIes for the poor and of 
children before his decease. He was! sympathy for the snffering and dis
generous and even munificent in his I tressed. 
donations and subscriptiolls for vari DEAOON }!OSES KEN="EY, 
ous public enterprises. He was distin

'Iguished for l~is integrity and l?ene~- was born in Northboro, . Mass,., 
olence, cordml and kmtlly III hIS, Sept. 11, 1747, died in Newfane, 
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June 23, 1808, aged 61 years. He g~n!zed and commanded a company 
was supposed to have descended of rIflemen, who were the pride and 
from a family by the name of Keayne, boast of. the town, the rank and file 
as there were many of that name in numbermg not less than one hun
the vicinity of Boston and Lynn dred tall and stalwart men, beauti
from 1630 to HJ~IO, and none by the fully uniformed with green frocks, 
name of Kenney until after that and caps ornamented with black 
period. (See ~hurtliff's Records, 
second volume.) He married Azu
bah Parmenter, about the ye1u'1770. 
She was born in ~udbury Mass. , .Jan. 
17,1751, and died in Newfane, .Tan. 
3, 1837. They removed to Newfane 
during the year l'i'74. They had 12 
ch.ildren, fomof whom died in infan
cy and early childhood. The others 

plumes. For a few years it was 1'e
garded. as the. ?est drilled and most 
attractlVe milItary company in the 
Stat~. . . 

OllYe, wIfe of Jonathan Hall, was 
born April 25, 1787. Munnis Ken
ney,. born December 10, 1788, died 
Apnl 5, 1863. He fitted for college 
at the old academy on Newfane hill, 

Iall lived to in age past middle life.! grad,uated at J.VIiddlebury college, 
Sally, who married Zadock Ohapin,. stu~led ~aw and practiced his pro
was born Sept. 11, 1771, removed to fesslOn 111 Townshend, Vt., for a 
Pennsylvania with her husband, and number of years represented the 
died in 1831. .Tohn, born i:tpril18, towJ?- of Townshend in the State 
1773, died in Newfane Sept. 6, LegIslature many times. In 1830 
1849. Lncy, wife of Oapt. Chan- he removed to Webster, Washtenaw 
cller Oarter, born August 27, CO~lll~y, Michigan. While living in 
1777, died in Newfane in 1825. MIChlgan he was a prominent and 
Oaptain Oarter was a prominent influential citizen of the town and 
citizen, a skillful mechanic, a fine county where he resided. Sewell 
military officer, highly respected for Kenney, born April 1, 1791, died in 
his honesty and industry. He died Ohicago, Illinois, October 14, 1844. 
in Michigan abont 1864. Halloway· Deacon Kenney possessed a vigo
Kenney, born Hebruary 18, 1781; Irous .and robust constitution, and in 
removed to Lower Oanada, and the. all hIS farm labors was exceedinglY 
day and place of his death is un-: active and industrious. He left a, 
known. Oharlotte, born lYlay 2/1, i large estate to his children, and of 
1783, died in Lower Canada, Febru-. the thousand acres or more of wild 
ary 22, 1843. She married Luke Iforest land which he originally pur
Knowlton, jr., of Newfane, 1Ylarch 
18, 1799. Silas Kenney was bol'll 
April 12, 1785, died ylay 5, 1863. 
In 1813 and 1814 he commanded a 
company of cavalry composed of 
citizens of Newfane and Wardsboro. 
While he held a subordinate position 
in the company, and it was 
under the command of Oaptain 
Barnard, of Wardsbol'o, they as
sembled at the dwelling-house of 
Silas Kenney, and ascending a 
stone wall which he had just com
pIc ted, they marched and conter
marched upon its top which 
was at least six feet across. TIle 
wall was built upon the roadside lOmd . 
twenty rods or more in length. \ 
After"his discharge from the com
mand of the cavalry company he 01'

ehased, he had cleared and fenced, 
with heavy stone wall, more than 
six hundred and fifty acres. He 
built the first grist mill in town, at 
the outlet of Kenney Pond, 80

called, within a hundred rods of his 
homestead; represented the town in 
the Gel1eral A~sembly, filled many 
municipal offices in the town, was a 
deacon in the church at the time of 
his decease, and in all his relations 
in life was distinguished for his in
dustl'y, probity and public spirit. 

EXTRACTS FROM REMINISOENCES OF 

MARSHALL NEWTOK (G'GNsllnTR) 


AND HIS OHILDREN, AS WRIT

TEN IN 1854, JlY REV. 


E. R. NEWTON. 


Marshall Newton (gunsmith), of 
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S h re IVSbllry, J}Iass. , married, fi rs t 
~Irs. Ennice Taylor Howe, and to 
them were born Daniel, Eunice and 
Marshall. His second wife was Mrs. 
ITannah Willard Hoberts, and they 
had two sons, Calvin and Liberty. 
He was lieutenant in the French 
and Indian war and furnished three 
sons for the American army of the 
Revolution. After the war Daniel 
lived in Shoreham, Vt., in whose 
settlement and improvements he 
was active. Liberty lived in Shore
ham and Ticonderoga, K. Y. Eunice 
married Col. Ephraim Holland, a 
soldier of Boylston, Mass., whose 
two sisters' Torv hnsbands fied to 
V ermon t to escape the indignation 
of the Whigs, and took refuge in 
Newfane, where Col. and Ennice 
Holland afterward settled. 

Of Calvin Newton no record can 
be found. 

Marshall Newton, third child of 
:filarshall Newton (gunsmith), was 
born in Shrewsbury in 1751. He 
sened seven years in the war, re
turned to Shrewsbury and engaged 
in money speculations; thence went 
to Shoreham, Vt., where he sur
veyed the township into lots, in 
company with Timothy Chipman. 
He then bought land in its wild 
state on Newfane Hill and erected a 
blacksmith shop. In 1-186 he mar
t'ied Lvdia Newton of Shrewsbury 
and settled in Newfane. For clos"e 
attention to business, laborious and 
persevering toil he was scarcely ex
celled. Possessing means to stock 
his shop and carryon his business 
to advantage he kept work on hand 
for the farmer and mechanic. '1'ools 
of every description and the nails 
nsed in construction of all the vicin
ity buildings were malie in his shop. 
~othing in the way of barter was 
refused for his work and he waited 
patiently for his pay. He took a 
deep interest in the education of 
chil(1ren, was active in the el;ection 
of an academy, and a liberal con
tributor to improvements of the 
place. He seldom left his home yet 
was very hospitable. The example 
of his industry and economy will 
prove a fortune to the possessor. 

Children of }Iarshall and Lydia 
Newton: Ephraim H., married 
IIuldah Chipman; Eunice '1'., mar
ried Capt. Silas Kenny; Isaac, mar
ried Patty -Bartlett; Daniel, mar
ried Eunice Clemens. 

'l'win sons, died day of birth. 
Hannah, married Rov. Bliss Bur
nap; Louisa, married Rev. Chandler 
Bates; Marshall, married twice, first 
to Lydia Duncan, second to Nancy
'l'ufts. . 

Eunice, Isaac and ~Iar8hall lived 
and died in Newfane. 

There were 43 grand children, 24 
of whom were brought up in New
fane. Not one of Isaac's ten child
ren Iives in Vermont at this da.te, 
eight of them range from Massaclm
setts to California. 

HON. :MARSHALL NEWTON, 

[SON OF )!ABSIIAI,L NEWTON SENIOR.] 

Was born Newfane, April 1, 1805 
and died Jnne 29, 1870, aged 
fi ve years. The subject of 
sketch was possessed of more than 
ordinary intelligence and good sense. 
Respected for his jlldment, and 
popular and unaffected in his man
ners, he was, for fOl·tyyears honored 
with the most important m1111ici})al 
oft1ces in the gift of his townsmen. 
And he discharged his oft1cial duties 
with great fidelity. He represented 
the town in the General Assembly 
two yeal's, was high sheriff of the 
county one year, and for six con
secntive years was elected and served 
as first assistant of the Wind
ham County Court. At the time of 
his decease he was county treasurer 

deputy county clerk. His neigh

ed 
trust, 

bors and townsmen reposed great 
confidence in his integrity and good 
judgment, and he was largely engag

in the execution of responsible 
during the last years of his 

life, growing out of the settlement 
of estates, and the discharge of 
various important commissions that 
were entrusted to his care. In the 
enjoyment of ample means, he dis
pensed his charities to the poor and 
suffering with a liberal and open 
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hand. He was greatly respected 
while living and sincerely morned 
at his decease. Marshall Newton 
was married to Lydia Duncan of 
Dummerston in 1833. Their only 
child Evelyn died at about the age 
of 14. He married Nancy 'ruIts, 
daughter of Rev. James Tufts of 
Wardsboro, Dec. 14, 1836, who is 
now living. Of their eight children 
seven lived to maturity: Fanny W. 
John, Seraph, James TL,Mary,Chas. 
}farshall, and William Henry. 

Marshall Newton like his grand
father furnished three sons for the 
war. James H' Newton was killed 
at the battle of Spottsylvania Oourt 
House. 'Three sons and three daugh
ters are living. There are five 
grandchildren. 

.JONATHAN ItOBINSON, SR. 
.. . . . 
Born m ~Illford, Mass., July ~2th, 

1154, marl'led Sarah 'raylor, SIster 
of Hev. llezekiah ~aylor, and re
moved to Newfane III the early part 
of l'775. He bought of John 
Wheeler November 13th, 1515; a 
farm in the parish, so-called, whICh 
he occupied until September, l'7?6, 

bel' 5, 1787, died July 23, 1829, at 
Wardsboro. 

Hezekiah Robiuson, born March 
31, l'191, died February 7, 1851, at 
Waterloo, Oanada. 

Sally Robinson, born January 12, 
1795, died April 16, 1871. 

Hannah O. Robinson, born J nly 
5, 1798, married Arad 'Taylor, Jan
uary 11, 1821, died September 1, 
1853. 

Mary O. Robinson, born July 29, 
J800, died in infancy. 

Hollis 'r. Robinson, born August 
1803, died ---. 

AARON C. ROBINSON, 

the third son of Jonathan Robin
son, sr., succeeded his father in the 
possession of the farm and occupied 
the same until his decease, in 1864, 
and during his possession added to 
it largely by the'purchase of adjoin
ing lands. He possessed more than 
ordinary ability. His strong sense 
and excellent judgment gave him 
crreat prominence among his tOWIlS
~en. For thirty years or more 
before his death, he was uniformly 
selected and appointed road commis

when he exehanged farms With sioner at almost every term of the 
Lieut. James La~b. .'rhe I,amb Windham Oounty Court, upon pet;
farm which he reem ved m exc}Hmge tions to lay roads and bridges ill the 
embraced an extensive mead01!. a several towns in the eounty. 
hundred rods or more below WIll- It is creditable to his suporior 
iamsville, whore Sackett's men who judgmeut that there are more or less 
were killed in the fight with Hobbs, highways in every town in the coun-
June 25th, 1748, were buried. ty, that were sUl'veyed and laid ont 

Jonathan Robinson died April LInder his especial direction aud S11

1819. pervi3ion, and siIlce they were built 
Sarah Robinson, his wife, died they have greatly subserved the ill-

March 9, 1809. torest and convenience of the pnblic. 
They had ten children as follows: He married Betsey Orosby of 
Simoll 'T. Robinson, born April. Brewster, ~1ass, June 18,1816 She 

19, 1770, died in Townshend, :May i was born July 12, 1791, died Octo
11 1813. • bel' 20, 18M. 

Abigail Robinson, born March 25, 'l'hey had four children, as fol
1781, married William H. Williams, lows: 
died July 26, 18~1. Mary O ..HobillSOI~, born .Jll!Y 18, 

John H. Robmson, born August ·1817, marrIed Denms A. DlCkm80n, 
3, 1783, died September 17, 1843. :F'flbr.uary 25, 18~[j. 

Aaron O. Robinson, born October Ebza A. Robmson, born August 
3, 1785, killed by a fall from his 10, 183l. 
wagon June 4, 1864. Aaron W. and Betsey O. Robill_ 

Jonathan Robinson, born N ovem- son, twins, born August 9, 1833 
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Aaron W. died December 13, 1838. 
Betsev C. married O. L. Sherman, 
of Ne"wfane, September 10, 1856. 

JONATHAN ROBINSON, JR. 
. 

the fourth son of Jonathan Robm
son, Senior, was educated for a me.r
chant a~d was. large~y e~gaged .m 
mercantIle busmess m ~v ardsbm?, 
where he resided at ~he tIme of hIS 
decease. He was. hIghly respected 
and honored by hIS t.ownsmen; re~
resented the town 111 the General 

leading magistrate in the neighbor
hood. 

In 1815 he became a member of 
the Congregational society in his 
native town, then under the pastor
ate of the Rov. Jonathan Nyc.
Shortly after his removal to Canada 
he became a member of the Church 
of England (Episcopal) and wa~ e~er 
after warmly attached to her Scnp
tural Litmgy, a constant. attendant 
upon her worship, and a devout a~d 
regular communicant. H~ ~ontrIb
uted liberally towards bUlldmg the 

Assembly, ''las for a few years a. first church (Episcopal) in Water
Judge O.f the :Windham County 1. 

Court, and was hIghly. esteemed for 
his ability and enterprIze. 

HEZEKIAR ROBINSON, 

[BY REY. FREDERICj, nOBJ;..,[SON.] 

son of Jonathan Robinson, Sr., was 
born at Newfane, Vt., J\brch 31st, 
1791. He received a good element
ary English education at the Acad
emv of his native town. 

In 1817 he married Seleucia 
Knowlton, oldest daughter of As
sistant Judge Luke Knowlton, of 
Windham county. 

His father-in-law having removed 
to Canada, .Mr, Robinson followed 
him in 18.21, and settled in Stl1kely, 
Shefford county, where he built a 
carding mill. The following year 
he purchased a valuable mill site in 
the adjoining township of Shefford, 
with small grist and saw-mills, and 
to which he removed his carding 
mill. A few years later he rebuilt 
tIle mills and opened a store. At 
Judge Knowlton's suggestion he 
called his new purchase Waterloo. 

His ullswerving integrity com
manded the respect and confidence 
of the community. He was repeat
edly chosen to municipal and other 
omces, which he filled with ftbility 
and credit. By the governor of the 
Province he was, in 1831, appointed 
Justice of the Peace for the District 
of Montreal, and in 1836, the first 
postmaster of Waterloo. From the 
time of his appointment to the date 
of his death, in 1851, he was the 

100, and gave seventeen ~cres of.Y!!;I
uable land, now compl'lsed wIthm 
the village limits, towards the en
dowment of the parish. 

The village which he practically 
founded. is now, in 1876, a thriving 
town of 'nearlY three thousand in
habitants, the" seat of public busi
ness of the countv, and the commer
cial centre of a ,~ealthy and enter
prisino- district. 

~::rr.oRobinson's family consisted 
of five sons and four daughters, all 
of whom, with the exception of one 
dauO'hter, who died in childhood, 
mar~ied and seUled in Waterloo, or 
its vicinity. 

HOLLIS T. ROBINSO:S, 

the youngest son of Jonathan Rob
inson, Sen., was bred a merchant in 
the store of his brother Jonathan, 
and for several years was engaged in 
mercantile business. He represent
ed the town of Newfane in the Gen
eral Assembly, and for many years 
he was trial justice in Newfane. He 
resided seventeen years in Canada, 
and for fourteen years was a Sheriff's 
bailiff in one of the eastern counties. 
He died Feb. 1, 1885. 

He married Eliza Tufts, danghter 
of Rev. James Tufts of Wardsboro, 
and they had four children. 

HON. LUKE KNOWJ,TON, JR. 

[BY REV. FREDERICK ROBINSON.] 

Luke Knowlton, jr., son of the 
Hon. Judge Luke Knowlton, of the 
Supreme Court of Vt., and of Sarah 
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Holland, his wife, was born in N ew- HON. AUSTIN BIRCHARD 

fane, March 24, 1775, and educated was born at Wilmington, Vt., De
first at the elementary school, at cember 5 1793. In June, 1805, he 
Westminster, Vt., then at Ohester- went to Saratoga Springs with his 
ficld academy, N. H., and finally as father who died there the 22d of 
a private pupil a~d law student of AUCfu;t following. After the death 
his brother Oalvm, a graduate of· of tis father he lived at Wilming
Dartmouth Oollege, N. ;a., at New-· ton with his mother, employed 0!l 
fane, wherd he was admItted to the the farm and in the tavern, untIl 
bar about 1796. He was a success- her death which occurred March 3, 
ful practitioner although he had. no 1813, with the exceptions of a few 
special fondness for th@ professIOn, months when absent at school or 
and became assistant judge of Wind- attendi~g store. 
ham county, and also repre.sented In April, 1815, he engaged himself 
N ewiane for several years m the to the late Hon Samuel Clarke, of 
General Assembly of Vermont. Brattleboro, for' two years, as clerk 

In 1799 he married Charlotte, in his store. In April, 1817, be en
daughter of Deacon Moses Kenney tered into partnership for two y~ars 
of Newfane, who was then under 16 with the late Hon. John Noyes m a 
years of age, Her father opposed store in Dummerston as active part-
the match on three grounds, viz. : ner. under the firm name of Noyes 

, ,,' "s & Birchard. At the end of twocIlrs'~I She:s too lou;;9'rhird - years the firm was dissolv.ed, and h~s 
o~ - .can~o spade er." brother Roger was receIved as hIS 
" can ~lVe er no ower. partner in trade, under the firm 

To thIS demurrer the young ad- name of A. & R. Birchard, and bus
vocate replied: iness continued at the same place. 

First-"She will grow older every In April, 1819, he married Rox
day, and as fast in my hands as in ana, eldest daughter of the late 
yours." Second-" You have a John Plummer, jr., of Brattleboro. 
wife and other daughters, and can Soon after their marriage they vis
better do without her than I.can." ited Saratoga for her health, but she 
Third-"It is your daufShter that I. continued to decline and died July 
want and not a dower.'g, 1820. 

The man of law was successful in In April, 1822, he removed to 
his suit-the demurrer of the Deacon Newfane Hill, the county seat, and 
being withdrawn. continued tr~de under the firm name 

This union proved to be fruitful, of A. & R. BHchard. . 
the issue being ten daughters and In September, 1824, he marned 
five sons. Mary A., daughter of the late John 

, . Putnam of Ohesterfield, N. H., by
Previous to his father s dea~h m whom he had four children, two 

1810, ~r. ~no:vlto~ became. mter- sons and two daughters. Sardis, 
ested. WIth hIm m WIld lands l~ the his youngest son, gave his life for 
Provmce of ~ower Oanada; thIS led his country in the war of the Rebell
to repeated Journ'3Ys, on horseback, ion and died a prisoner at Ander
to that. dis~rict a~d ev~ntuany r.e-. son~ille, Ga., August 22, 1864. 
suIted III hIS settlIng, III 1821, III On the shire being located at 
Stukeley, Lower Oanada. Park's nat, now Fayetteville, in 

In 1825 Judge Knowlton removed 1825, he immediately commenced 
to Brome then in Shefford countv, building a store at that place and 
and settl~d upon a farm, where he had it finished about ,the first of 
remained thirty years, till his death, May, 1825, and fille~ WIth goods. 
aged 80 in 1855 having survived The subject of thIS sketch was an 
his wif~ twelve y~ars. \ early advocate of railroads and other 
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public improvements; 
bored on the building 
and other committees of the society 
formed for building the first meet
ing-house in Fayetteville; also, on 
the prudential and other important 
committees of the Congregational 
society for many years. He was 
eleoted a member of the old council 
in 183'3, at that time a co-ordinate 
branch of the State Government, 
and re-elected in 1834. He was 
elected one of the board' of the 
Council of Censors, in 1841, and 
proposed an amendment to the con
stitution, abolishing said board and 
providing a different mode of amend
ing the law of the State, 
which of adoption, but the 
proposition was renewed in IS70, 
and ad~pted by the Constitutional 
conventIOn of that veal'. In 1846 
he was elected State Senatoi". In 
April, 1850, he retired from trade, 
his constant occupation for thirty
five years. In January, 1854, he 
was "appointed treasurer of the 
Windham Oounty Savings Bank, 
and held the office twenty years. 

He was a strcnuons opponent of 
slavery and secret societies, from 
early manhood. A eheerful con
trib'ittor to the Missionary and Bible 
societies, and other public and pri
vate charities. In 1864 be united 
with the Oongregational church. 

DEA. JOHN GROUT. 

were BOllS. Of these, Lewis, 
eldest, Admatha, the second, 

and Henry Martyn studied for the 
ministry. Admatha, a graduate of 
Dartmouth College, llnd of -enion 
Theological Seminary, died in Kan
sas in 1855. Henry Martyn, a grad
uate of Williams College, from which 
he reoeived the honorary title of D. 
D., died in Ooncord,.Mass., in 1886. 
Of the living, aside from Lewis in 
West Brattleboro, one resides in 
Kansas, one in Illinois, one in Cali
fornia, and one in Medford, .Mass. 

REV. LEWIS GROUT. 

Rev. Lewis Grout was born in 
Newfane, Vt:, .January 28, 1815, at
tended Brattleboro Academv in 
1834, '5, '6 and '7, and Burr Semi
nary in Manchester, Vt., in 1838; 
graduated at Yale Oollege in 1842; 
taught in a military, classical and 
mathematical school, at West Point, 
N. Y., for nearly two years; studied 
theology at Yale Divinity College 
two years, 1844 and 1845, and grad
lU1ted from Andover Theological 
seminarV in 1846. He was O1'dained 
as a missionary and married to Miss 
Lydia Bates; in Springfield, Vt., 
October 8, 1846; set sail from Bos
ton for South Africa October 10; 
stopped for a few weeks in Cape 
rrown, and reached Port Natal, 
Africa, February 15, 1847. Here, 
among the Zulus, in the District of 
Katal, he labored as a missionary in 

Dea.•John Grout, who lived in the service of the American Board, 
the southwest part of the town, for fifteen years, and at the end of 
came from Westminster to Newfane that time, with health impaired, he 
about the year 1810. He was the returned to America, and landed in 
fourth in descent from Capt. John Boston, June 7, 1862. Health some
Gront of Watertown, Mass., who Iwhat restored, he preached a year 
carne here fromB';ngland about the for the Congregational Church in 
year 1634, and is believed to have Saxton's River, and then accepted a 
been the son of Richard Grout (or call to the church in Feeding Hills, 
Groutte,) whose lineage has been Mass., where he was installed and 
traced back to the Grudii. a Belgic labored till the first of October, 
tribe spoken of by Julius CmSaI\ 1865. He tben received an appoint
John Grout married Azubah Dunk- ment from the American Missionary 
lee of West Brattleboro, in 18] 1, Association as secretary and agent 
and in 1836 went there to Ii ve, and of that society for ~ew Hampshire 
there died in 1851. He was the i and Vermont, and in their employ 
father of nine children, of :whom Ibas continued till the present tIme, 
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now, September, 1876, about eleven 
years, having his home in West 
Brattleboro. 

He has had two children, one son 
who died in Natal; the other a 
daughter, Annie L. Grout, who 
graduated at Abbott Female Acad
emy, Andover, Mass., in 1870; had 
charge of Belair Institute, in West 
Brattleboro, for four years; taught 
in a Ladies' Seminary in Philadel
phia a year, and is now teaching in 
Atlanta University, Atlanty, Ga. 

WILLIA}f L. WILLIAMS, 
the third son of William H. Wil-
Iiams, was a clerk in his father's 
store during his early youth, and 

fane, April 24, 1803; fitted for col
lege at Amherst, 1\1:a6s.; entered 
Middlebury College at the age of 15 
and graduated 'in 1822. After study
ing law three years in the office of 
his father he was admitted to the 
bar in this county and commenced 
the practice of" hi~ profession in 
Newfane. In 1828 he moved to 
Wilmington, where hi resided for 
ten years, representing that town in 
the Legislature in 1835, '36, '37 and 
'38. He was a delegate to the State 
Constitutional Oonvention in 1836. 
In 1838 he returned to Newfane, 
where he resided until 1861, repre
senting the town in the Legislature 
in 1853, '54, '55 and '90, and also 

when he attained to his majority he representing it in the Oonstitution
entered into a copartnership with al Oonvention in 1842, '50 and '57. 
his father in the mercantile business, 
which he prosecuted successfully for 
many years, He removed to Du
buque about 1860, and was exten
aively engaged in business as a pro
duce broker at the time of his de-

In 1861 he moved to Brattleboro, 
where he resided until his decease, 
Sept. 16, 1880, He was elected a 
member of the Council of Oensors in 
1869, and chosen president thereof 
at its first session, and in 1870 rep

cease. He was exeeedingly popular resented Brattlebor~ in theOonsti
in his manners and highly esteemed tutional Oonvention, Thus it will 
for his intelligence and sound prac- be seen that he had large 
tical judgment. While residing in in legislative bodies where he always 
Newfane he manifested a lively in- exerted great influence and did much 
terest in the growth and prosperity toward shaping the legislation of 
of his native town, was munificent the State. 
in his donations in aid of all the en- Mr. Field inherited many of his 
terprises that would contribute to father's characteristics, especially 
its progress and advancement. He his sarcasm, hUlllor and faculty for 
gave generously to the poor, was relating stories, of which he possess
kind to the sick and suffering; he, ed an inexhaustable storE. He was 
was courteous and affable in his a grea.t reader and the best ancient 
bearing, proverbially honest and up
right in all his business relations, 
modest and familiar in his deport
ment. His whole life was without 
reproach and his death at the com
paratively early age of flfty, was a 
source of great regret to all his 

and modern authors were as familiar 
to him as were his village neighbors. 
His memory was wonderful; he re
membered all of value that he ever 
read or heard, and had it at instant 
command, which, with his quick 
perception, originality, powers of 

friends and associates. He accu- I deSCrIption, wit and humor, made 
mulated a handsome property which 
he bequeathed to the two sons of 
his deceased brother, John W. Wil-
Iiams. 

CHARLES K. FIELD. 

[BY JUDGE JAMES ~r. TYLER, OF THJI VERMONT eu 
PRE>IE COURT.] 

Oharles K. Field, the oldest son 
of Martin Field, was born in N ew

him a most entertaining man in con
versation, a brilliant public speaker 
and a formidable adversary in foren
sic debate. His judgment of men 
:va~ unerr~ng. A dist~nguis~ed
JurIst of thIS State once SaId of hIm, th t 't d l'ttl d'ff hata 1 ma e 1 e 1 erence w 
men said to him, he seemed to look 
right into their minds and read their 
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real thoughts. He was a skillfuf in 1675. They were drawn into am

lawyer, few men wielding a keener bush, where Oapt. Thomas Wheeler 

rapier than he, and he apparently was wounded and Hapgood was 

possessed every requisite of a most killed A decendant of the one mar

effective jury advocate; but though ried a decendant of the other in 

he always commanded a large prac- 1717, and were the parents of John 

tice, he mainly left the trial of jury Wheeler, born 1735. 

cases to others, regarding that as an John Wheeler's wife was Jedidah 

uncertain ana unsatisfactory field of Bigelow of ·Marlboro, Mass. 

enterprise. He was widely known '1'hei1' children were, 

throughont this State and highly Darius Wheeler, born in 1761, 

regarded for his brilliant abilities. married Francis Balcom and went 

He possessed a kind sympathetic to Alleghany county, N. Y., about 

heart, retained the strongest attach- , the year 1815. 

ment for his friends, and was an Susanna Wheeler, born in 1'{62, 

honest man. He was the last of married Jonas Stockwell of Dum

that generation of men composed of me1'ston Hill. 

the Bradley's, the Kellogg's, the I Thomas Wheeler, born in 1765, 

Shafter's and the Fields,' who for married Amy Wood of Dummers

more than half a century gave em- ton, settled "in Newfane, where he 

inence to the bar of Windham died about the veal' 1813, and his 

co~nty~ and whose names will always I w~dow aft~~'wards "became the second 

shme m the galaxy of Vermont's WIfe of EhJ~lh Elmer, Esq., of New-

distinguished men. fane. 

Mer~ casual acquaintances were Mary Wheeler, born in 1767, 

sometimes repelled by his somewhat married Joel Stockwell of Dum
rough exterior and blunt remarks, merston Hill. 
bnt those who knew him intimately Elizabeth Wheeler, born in 1769, 
looked below the surface into his married Daniel Taylor, J<r. of New
heart and esteemed and loved him. fane. 

)III'. Burnham, in his sketch of Oatherine Wheeler, born in l'1'11, 
Mr. Field, in his history of Brattle- married Gamaliel Arnold of Dum
boro, quoted Byron's couplet upon merston Hill. 
Sheridan, The children of Thomas and Amv 
"God never made but one such man, 1Vheeler were; " 
And b::oke the die in moulding Sheri- Austin Wheeler born in 1'797

dan ,. " 
. went to Waterloo with Hezekiah 

Mr. ]'ield was married in 1828 to Robinson, in 1821. Married first, 
Julia A. Kellogg of Oooperstown, Oharlotte Sophia daughter of Luke 
N. Y., by whom he had ~our c~il- and Oharlotte Kenney Knowlton. 
dren, three of whom survIved 111m, His second wife was Oharlotte, 
~:[rs. E. P. ~ewett of Montpelier, daughter of Samuel and Sylvia Keep 
Mrs. H. O. WIllard of Brattleboro Miller of Dummerston. His third 
a~d Henry K. Field of San :Fran-\ wife was Melona Ann, daughter of 
CISCO. George and Orilla Pease Williams 

. of Newfane. He settled in Brome,
.TORY WHEELER. Quebec, where he died in 1866. 


John Wheeler, one of the early 
 George Wheeler, born in 1799, 
settlers of Newfane, was a descend married Ferona, daughter of George 
ant of the fourth generation, from and Orilla Pease Williams. He 
Thomas Wheeler, of Ooncord, Jlvlass , lives in Newfane. 
who was living there in 1640. Oapt. Thomas Wheeler, born in 1801, 
Thomas Wheeler and Shadrach Hap married Julia Lucy, daughter of 
good, with twenty others, went to Jason Duncan of Newfane, now liv
Brookfield to treat with the Indians ing in Muskegon, Mich. 



NEWFANE. 

Franklin Wheeler, born in 1803, Miss Emily, second daughter of 
died unmarried in Newfane, in 1843. Isaiah Tinkham, Esq., of Pomfret, 

Julianna Maria Wheeler, born in a lady of many accomplishments, 
1801, married Asa Blunt of Bolton, aud every virtue, his constant com
Quebec. panion and able coadjutor in his 

Laura Ann Wheeler, born in public labors and domestic life. 
1809, married Luke Morgan Knowl- After studying awhile with the 
tOll, of Brome, Quebec, died in 1845. lamented Rev. A. Bugbee, he 

John Elhanan Wheeler, born in preached his first sermon in West 
1812, married NIary Ann Roylance Brattleboro, in the summer of 1833. 
of New York city, died in Kewanee, In the autum he returned to his 
Ill., in 186'7. He was employed for native town and preached there and 
many years by Mr. Greely as fore- in the vicinity, until he received an 
man in the office of the New York invitation to become pastor of the 
l'1'ibune, and still later was one of Union Society, in Newfane, Vt., to 
the editors of the Ohicago Pribune. which place he with his family 1'0.

He was a man of genius and good, moved in August, 1836, where he 
literary taste. 

REV. OTIS WARREN. 

[BY REY. HOSEA F. BALLOU.] 

Died at his residence in Fayette
ville, (Newfane,) Vt., May 17,1867, 
Rev. Otis Warren, in his fifty-ninth 
year. 

He was born in Pomfret, Vt., N 0,

vember 23, 1807. His father, Oli
ver Warren, died when Otis was but 
seven years old, leaving him and 
three younger sisters in the care of 
an affectionate and faithful mother. 
At the age of fourteen he was ap
prenticed to learn the cabinet
maker's trade, in Barnard, and as it 
was his natural inclination to do 
well wluttever he did, be became an 
exact and efficient mechanic. 

Having become intensely interest
ed in the doctrine of a universal 
Father and an all-efficient Saviour, 
he procured the works of Ballou, 
Balfour, Hudson and others. These 
with a· pocket Bible were his con
stant companions, generally having 
a well-worn book upon his bench or 
in his hand, and midnight and often 
the gray light of morning would 
find him with unclosed eyes and 
book. 

The sacred Scriptures became 
familiar to him as « household 
words," and a determination to 
become a teacher in our spiritual 
Israel was fixed in his mind. 

October 30, 1832, he married 

I was ordained the September follow
ing, and where he lived in happi
ness and peace with the society and 
acquaintances, in a ministry of 
more than twenty years. HIS stand
ing may be known from the fact 
that for foul' years he represented 
the town of Newfane in the Legis
lature of Vermont. and was twenty
nine consecutive years elected town 
clerk, and held the office at the 
time of his death. 

I,ONGEVITY-"':'LONG }IARIUED LIFE. 

BY J. J. GREEN. 

The first white woman and un
doubtedly the oldest person that 
ever lived in town, was Mrs. Jane 
Hazelton, who died on the Franklin 
farm, February 16, 1810, at the" 
advanced age of one hundred and 
three years, eleven months and 
eleven days. A venerable lady who 
well remembers this centenarian, 
says of her, that the day she was 
one hundred years old she spun a 
full day's work, and then caned her 
son and told him to set her wheel 
away, as she had spun her last 
thread. Tradition says that Mrs. 
Dver was the first white woman that 
ever wintered within what was then 
supposed to be the chartered limits 
of Fane. We find her death re
corded November 27, 1789, at the 
age of eighty-nine, and that of 
Joseph Dyer, September 2, 1790, at 
the ag-e of ninety. The nlLPles of 
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Ebenezer Dyer, who is reported in CO~fMITTEE OF FINANCE: 

Thompson's Gazetteer a~ one of the William L. Williams, John Rice, 
o!igina~ trio of settlers, IS not men- . jr., Jon. as Twitchell, Charles K. 
honed In the town records. or Heze- • Field Franklin Sawyer. 
kiah Taylor's notes; but Inasmuch. Th~ first depOSIt was made Feb. 7, 
as the early hist~ri~ns have handed 1854. Amount, $2.00. From this 
down the name, It; IS ~robable t~at small beginning it has increased to 
there was such a name In the ~amily. over half a million. Its growth and 
We have been able to obtaIn th.e standing at the expiration of one 
leas~ authen~ic knowledge o~ ~hIS. year, and at the close of each decade 
famIly of Clther of the ongmal· 
three. . .

Isaac GoodnouO'h and wIfe lIved 1
"" . .in the married state SIxty-SIX years. 

She died October 8, 1804, aged 
eigbty-seven, having be~n a member 
of the church seventy-two years. He 
died July 6, 1805, age~ nin~ty-two. 
'l'homas Green and wIfe lIved to
gether sixty years, dying July 10 
and 24, 1804, at the age ?f eighty. 
Artemas Bruce and wIfe were 
married fifty-five years. He died 
Jllly 31, 1811, aged eighty-four. 
She died the 29th of August, follow

aO'ed seventy-eight. The first 
grown""person whose death we :find 
recorded by the Rev. Mr. Taylor, is 
that of Ebenezer Merrick, who was 
killed by a falling tree, January 9, 
17'79, aged seventy-fi.ve. Ap::il ~O 
and 21, 1795, five chIldren dIed III 
town under twelve years of age. 

WINDHAM COUNTY SA VTNGS BANK. 

BY lnLO~ DAVIDSON 01:'" NEWFANE. 

thereafter, may be learned from the 
following :figures: 

DepOSits. Surplus. Hesources, 

Jan. 1855, $11,677.82 $253.72 $11,521. 73 
Jan. 1865, 93,497.28 3,714.89 97,212.17 
Jan. 1875, 176,509.13 5,358.67181,867.80 
Jan. 1885, 397,735.1716,780.58414,515.75 
Jan. 1891, 504,687.0637,197.73541,884.79 

In its early days the bank kept its 
papers and transacted its business 
in a small room in the dwelling 
house of the treasurer, aftewards 
and until 1883, in a building which 
it owned, but rented most of it for a 
store. Since 1883 it has occupied a 
fine brick building, erected in the 
village of Kewfane,for the purposes 
of the bank. It is one of the most 
substantial edifices of the kind in 
the state. From the first the institu
tion has been under conservative 
management, and to this fact alone 
has been largely due its past pros
perity. 

Its presidents have been, Hon. 
JQhn Roberts, from 1853 to 1869, 

Th W' dh C t S· I Col. Jonas Twitchell from 1869 to 
e 'In am oun y avmgs! 1878, Dca. Samuel D. Winslow,from 

Bank, lo?ated at Newf~ne, Vt., was 
charted III 1853, and In December
f th . d . h 

o e sam~ year was orgamze 
the followmg officers: Hon.'d' t ER b Po erts, reSI en; mery· P 'd tAt'1 k Voc, Ice reSI en; us In 
ard, Treasurer. 

BOARD OF TIWSTEES: 

WIt 

.Tohn
'lITh 

vv ee-B' h 
IrC -

Wm. R. Shafter, William Harris, 
J as. H. Phelps, Daniel Read, Preston 
F. Perry, Lewis F. Walker, Thomas 
White, Jonas Twitchell, William L. 
Williams, Aaron C. Robinson, John 
Rice, jr. Marshall Newton, Franklin 
Sawyer, Jacob Dunklee, jr., Charles 
K. Field. 

18'79. to 1891 when he tendered his 
. t' ' 

resIgna IOn.
Its treasurers have been, Austin 

B' h d f 18~3 t 18"'4 dIrc .ar rom 0 0 I, an'U"l D'd f 18"'4 t 1891.LuI on aVI son rom { 0 ,
and he is the present incumbent. The 
.ill t th' d t o . eel'S a IS a e are,--- 
President; N. M. Batchelder, Vice 
President; MUon Davidson, Treas
urer. Board of Trustees, Wm. T 
Bruce, 1. K. Batchelder, P. H. 
Rutter, H. H. Holbrook, John B. 
Stebbins, E. B. Batchelder, N. M. 
Batchelder, W. C. Halladay, B. C. 
Eager, E. C. Benedict, A. A. Wy
man. 

Board ofInvestment, I. K. Batch

http:504,687.0637,197.73541,884.79
http:397,735.1716,780.58414,515.75
http:5,358.67181,867.80
http:176,509.13
http:97,212.17
http:3,714.89
http:93,497.28
http:11,677.82
http:seventy-fi.ve
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elder, ~Nm. T. Bruce, B. O. :Ea,ger, 
M. Davidson, P. H. Hutter. 
Auditors, N. M. Batchelder, W. O. 
Halladay, H. H. Holbrook. 

POPULATION. 

[BY M.. o~ HOWE. OF NlliWFANE, SUPERVIson FOR 

YEmlONT OJ!' c. S. CENSUS OF 1890.] 

One hundred and twenty years 
ago, or in 1771, three years before 
its organization as a town, there 
were 52 inhabitants in Newfane. By 
the several U. S. censuses the popu'
lation of the town is given as fol
lows: 

l'791, 660. 1840, 1,403. 
1800, 1,000. 1850, 1,.104. 
1810, 1,216. 1860, 1,191. 
1820, 1,506. 1870, 1,113. 
1830, 1,441. 11380, 1,031. 

1890, 952. 
These figures show a loss of popu

lation in each decade since 1820, and 
a total loss of 554 since that date. 
The decline of popUlation in Ncw
fane has something morc than a 
local interest, for similar condi
tions have led to a like result in 
more than half the towns of the 
State. A loss of population oc
curred gcnel'ally in the farming 
towns; only two tOWllS in Windham' 
eounty (Brattleboro and Hocking· 
ham) have as large a population !1S 

they had sixty years a~o, and the 
growth of these two is III their pros
perous villages. The loss of popu
lation in Newfane cannot justly be 
accredited to the want of a fertile 
soil or less attractive homes than 
can generally be found elsewhere. 
Statistics of agricultural products 
and their values prove beyond refu
tation that the farmers of Vermont 
realize more profit from thcir labor 
and invcstments than the average 
farmer in anyone of more than 
thirty other States, yet our people 
emigrate and often settle in a less 
desirable eountry than they leave. 

There are two direct causes for 
the decrease of population in New
fane, which, without seeking for 
any precedent canse, fully account 
for it; these arc: (I) A low birth 

rate; (2) Emigration. In the early 
history of the town families of from 
eight to twelve children were not 
uncommon. At this time it is rare 
to find a family with more than four 
or five children, and a large number 
of families hare none. The average 
n um ber of persons in a Newfane 
family, as found by the censns of 
1890, was only 3.76. '1'he average 
annual birth rate in the United 
States is estimated by good authori, 
ties at about 35 per thousand of liv
ing inhabitants. 'rhe average num
ber of births in Newfane for the 
past 30 years, as shown by a com
pilation from the registration re
ports, was as follows: 
Average annual number'of births 

for ten years ending with' 
1870 ___________ _____ 1'1.7 
1880 _ __ _ _ _ ___ _ _ ____ '___ 17.1 
1890 __ _ _ _ _________ . __ 17. 

Average annual births for 30 years, 
11.27. 
At the normal birth rate the 

whole number of births in 30 
ymm; would have been about_ 1155 

The whole number of births 
in the past 30 years was _ __ _ 518 

Deficiency____ ____ ___ ___ 637 

'rhere are no complete records 
from which the birth rate at the 
time when the town had more than 
1,500 inhabitants can be ascertained, 
but it was then, probably, above 
rather than below the normal rate, 
or more than twice as great as at the 
present time. In 1824 the number 
of children in the cornman schools 
of Newfane, as stated in the town 
history, was 518. I,ast year (1890) 
the number of scholars in town at
tending any school was 184. In 1824 
the children in thc schools were 34.5 
per cent of the total popUlation; 
they are now but 19.3 per cent. 

The proportion of deaths to whole 
number of inhabitants, for the pi:
riod covered by the registration re
ports. has been about the same in 
Newfane as the general average for 
the country. For the decade end
ing with 1870 the annual average· of 
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deaths in town was 21. 3; for the 
decade ending with 1880, 18.1; for 
the decade ending 1890, 17.1. The 
annual death rate for 1,000 inhab
itants for the thirty years was about 
1'i'. The whole number of deaths 
in the thirty years was about 566. 
The deaths excelled the births for 
the corresponding period by 48. The 
loss in population during the same 
period was 241, which leaves a loss 
of 193 to be accounted for by the ex
cess of emigration over immigration. 

Of the first cause of the decline 
in our population I forbear to com
ment here. Our loss from emigra
tion has been the country's gain; for 
Newfane, like other country towns 
of New England, has sent ont many 
persons who have helped to develop 
other localities and to give sterling 
character to other communities. Of 
late, the people of the town have a 
better appreciation of the privileges 
of their own homes, and there is rea
son to believe that hereafter there 
will be fewer removals from the old 
homesteads, and that the population 
may be increased by additions from 
abroad. 

THE POND VILLE BAPTIST CHURCH, 

FORMERLY CALLED MAHLBORO AND NEWFANE* 

This church was organized Oc
tober 29th, 1794, from members of 
the Dummerston church, fifteen 
males and seven femals. At the 
close of the council, the infant 
church met and elected John 
Phi.llips, jr., as clerk, who served 
them in that capacity, with the in
terruption of only two or thl'ee 
years, till 1840, when Joseph Morse, 
came into office. These two men 
served the church in the capacity of 
clerk for more than eighty years. 

In 1802, Nehemiah Fisher was 
called deacon, and the membership 
doubled in two years. 

In 1803, Eld. Benj. Cole was 
preacher, and was still with them 
in August of 1804. 

In November, 1804, Matthew 
Bennett was authorized to improve 
his gifts. 

In 1806, James Ball and Mans
field Bruce were chosen deacons, the 
latter of whom, with twenty others, 
were added to this little church dur
ing the last seven months of this 
year. 

In March, 1807, the church 
"voted, that it is the deacons' duty 
to call on brethren that do not go to 
meeting, to know the reason and in
vite them to their dutv." 

In July, 1809, Dea. N. Fisher 
was licensed to preach, and Bro. 
John Phillips and Stephen Otis 
chosen deacons. In September of 
the same year, Dea. M. Bruce was 
ordained and became the first settled 
and salaried pastor of the church, 
and remained such till the close of 
1818. During the last veal'S of his 
pastorate, he did not pr~ea(\h all the 
time to this people; the rest of the 
time was occupied by their licensed 
deacon, Nehemiah Fisher. BIder 
Bruce baptised into this church, 85 
converts. 

From the close of Eld. Howe's 
pastorate till the commencement of 
Foster Hartwell's in October, 1884, 
the chureh was supplied one year by 
a licentiate named Caleb Smith. 
Eld. Hartwell closed his labors 
about September, 1848. They were 
destitute a short time, when Rev. C. 
L. Baker supplied them till the fall 
of 1849; and, sometime before Sep
tember, 1850, Rev. A. H. Stearns 
became pastor, and was pastor three 
years. During this time he receiv
ed into the church thirty-six by 
baptism and nine by letter. 

In 1852 the ehurch passed thefol
lowing resolution: 

"Resolved, That we disapprove of 
all secret societies, whether it be 
Odd };'ellowship, Freemasonry, or 
called by any other name." 

After a destitution of about one 
year, Rev. S. P. Huntington became 
pastor, and was pastor till about the 
last of 1856.. In January, 1857, 
Bro. Baldwin labored as an Bvangel
ist. In }Iarch following, I. C. Car
penter became pastor. Twenty-two 
baptisms were reported in the asso
ciation letter Rsthe result of this re
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vivaI. Eld. Oarpenter remained In 1817 the church built their 
pastor till March, 1862, and was fol- first meetiug house within the llm
lowed in the pastorate by O. D. Ful- its of the town of Marlboro. 
ler in July next. The latter was The church was supplied by Dea. 
pastor till March, 1864, :vhe:r; J.~. N. Fisher during 1819 a~d a part of 
\Villmarth succeeded hIm m thIS 1820, when Eld. Paul Hmes became 
office till April, 1867. pastor and served as such for two 

From the last date till December, years. The church was prospered 
1868, the church was destitute of a during his pastorate, and forty-three 
pastor, but not destitute of revival were added by baptism. From the 
interest, as several were converted close of Elder Hines' labors till the 
and added to the church. At that ordination of Phineas Howe, the 
time, S. S. White became ;pastor, church was supplied with preaching 
closing in April, 1871. Durmg the by Dea. N. Fisher, assisted, in 1823, 
winter of 1870 and 1871 the church by~. :llcCullock. 
was refreshed, and nille were added • With the exception of three years, 
by baptism. From April, 1871, to from 1832 to 1835, when D. H. 
June, 1872, they were without a Grant and other licentiates supplied 
ular preacher, but were supplied the church, Eld. Phineas Howe was 
intervals. During this time they pastor till 1842. During this pastor
repaired their house of worship at ate the church enjoyed, at least, four 
an expense of about $1,500. In periods of revival, and nearly one 
June, 1872, John A. Rich beearne hundred and seventy-five were added 
pastor and continued in that rela- by baptism, and had numbered as 
tion till September, 1873. He was many as one hundred and ninety-five 
sncceeded in February, 1874, by A .. in 1841. 
J. Walker, who preached two years. In 1838 a man 97 years of age was 
During Mr. Walker's pastorate baptized, who had waited 67 years 
twenty-six were added to the church. to become fit for the ordinance. 
William Beavins was pastor from About 1840 a new meeting house 
April 1876, to 1farch, 1879; was built, and the location changed 
Shepardson from June, 1879, to to Pondville. This change created 
April, 1882; Wallace Orocker from a dissatisfaction in a part of the 
April, 1882, to August, 1884; Geo. membership, who, for a time, held a 
Green from October, 1884,; E. F. separate meeting. This same meet
Mitchell from May, 1886, to April, ing house was extensively repaired 
1889, and was succeeded by E. P. at an expense of $1,500, and re-ded-
HatfIeld the present pastor. I icated May 30, 1872. 

Since 1802, there have been added 
to this church, by baptism, 400; 81 FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH. 
have been licensed to preach the 

, FROM A CENTE><"NIAT. DISCOURSE DELIVERED AT 
most of whom were subsequently NEWFA~E, .JULY 5TH, 1874, BY REV. 

ordained, and 8 have been called to eRARLES BTIRNIIAlL 

the deacon's office. 
The town was organized May 17, Present membership of the church 

1774. The church was organizedis about 100. 
and the first pastor, the Rev. HezeThe following vote, passed Sep
kiah Taylor, was settled about sixtember 5, 1810, shows the early 
weeks later, on June 30, l'1'14.practice of the church on the subject 

This was the eleventh Oongregaof the Lord's Supper: 
tional church organized in the State."WHEREAS, The church has form
It was organized at a time which,ally given liberty to those members 
emphatically, tried men's souls. Itthat were received into this church 
was only two years before the Declarto commune with an unbaptized de
ation of Independence, when thenomination, we now see our error; 
whole country was agitated by those and now, voted, to unfellowship the 
events which resulted in the Revopractice. " 
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lutionary war. Here there were 
neither roads nor bridges; neither 
horses, oxen, nor wagons, and the 
traveler must guess his way along, 
01' find it by marked trees. All sup
plies must he bronght on foot from 
Hinsdale, 20 miles distant. 

'rhe church, at its organization, 
consisted of the following persons: 
Luke Knowlton and wife, Thomas 
Green and wife, J olm Wheeler and 
wife, Jonathan Park and wife, and 
the wife of Mr. Henry Balcom. On 
the fourteenth of December, l'774, 
the chureh made choice of Luke 
Knowlton, Esq., as Deacon. Moses 
Kenney was chosen the 2d Deacon, 
March 11, 1783. Brother Knowlton, 
was appointed to wait on the com
munion table and read the psalm. 
To the younger portion of this audi
ence this statement may need some 
explanation. One hundred years 
ago books were scarce, and there 
might have been but one hymn book 
in the whole congregation, and that 
in the hands of the minister. He 
would select the psalm, and hand 
the book to the deacon, who would 
read two lines. Then the chorister, 
pitchpipe in hand, would pitch the 
tune, and the would sing 
them. 'The deacon would then read 
two more, which would be sung, and 
so on to the enc. of the psalm. 

W c find upon the nineteenth of 
November, 1781, a town meeting 
was called "To see if the inhabitants 
of Newfane would vote the Rev. Mr. 
Taylor to be their minister." Also, 
"To see what means they would 
choose in regard to the salary 
of the Rev. Mr. Taylor assessed 
upon the inhabitants." At this 
meeting it was "Voted unanimously 
that the town approve of and accept 
the Rev. Mr. Taylor to be minister 
of the gospel for said town." Also, 
"Voted to raise two hundred HARD 
DOLI"ARS to pay the salary due to the 
Rev. ]rh. Taylor on the thirtieth day 
of December next." Also, "Voted 
a salary of sixty pounds, meaning 
two hundred Spanish milled dollars, 
per annum, to be assessed annually 
so long as the Rev. Mr. Taylor, ni

mains a minister of the gospel in 
said town." Thus it appears that the 
minister's salary was raiiSed by assess
ment, the same as other taxes, on all 
inhabitants. At that time this was 
well enough as the people were all of 
one way of thinking, or were all 
Oongregationalists. 

Let us consider their efforts to 
build a meeting house. 

September 17, 1792, at a town 
meeting, the following action was 
taken : "Voted to build a meeting
house, forty feet by fifty. Voted to 
set said house betwixt the court 
house and lVIr. 'Taylor's lane. Voted 
the sum of fifty pounds for the pur
pose of setting up a frame for a 
meeting-house. Voted to appoint 
Lieu t. Ward Eager, Oapt. Ephraim 
Holland, Deacon Moses Kenney and 
lVIr. Ebenezer Morse a building com
mittee." 

After many delays, embarrassments 
and chauges, on the 8th of January, 
HH8, arrangements were made, by 
which the materials for the house 
were to be delivered at the place of 
building. One man agreed to fur
nish fOllr sills of specified dimen
sions, for a certain price; another 
undertook to furnish the plates, 
rafters, or braces, and so on. In 
this way the materials for the honse 
were fu"rnished by some twenty 01 

thirty persons. On the 17th of 
July, 1799, the house was raised. 
The raising of a meeting-house in 
those days, was an affair of great 
importance and the master workman 
must have picked men, tried and 
true. Accordingly the mell were 
selected from all the neighboring 
towns, and to distinguish them from 
all others, each wore a handkerchief 
around his head. 001. 'l'vler, of 
Townshend, fell from the frame and 
was taken IIp for dead; but he re
vived at length, and in due time re
covered. On the 12th of Novem
ber, 1799, a contract was made by 
the building committee with Mr. 
Joseph Pond, of Warwick, Mass., 
to finish the house. The mate
rials were to be all furnished 
for him except the sash and 
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pews, which were to be made Iof continued ill health, Mr. Coburn 
at Warwick and brought to this was dismissed June 14, 1842. 
place. 'rhe workmen were to be! May 18, 1843, the Rev. Dana B. 
furnished with board w.hile here, and \. Bradford was installed past.or of this 
twenty-five gallons of West India church, and was dismissed June 10, 
rum was to be supplied for their nse. 1845. The Rev. Darwin Adams was 
Mr. Pond was to do the work "in a I installed pastor of the church, J an
workman-like manner," [md to re- uary 28, 1846, and was dismissed 
ceived therefor $1146; $50 in cash. February 21, 1850. The Rev. Mr. 
within one year from date, and Plimpton supplied about ten months, 
$1096 was to be paid in beef at cash in 1850, and was followed by Hev. 
price in the month of October next Charles Whiting, who continued 
ensuing after date. Mr. Pond's 1'e- here till his death, in, May, 1855. 
ceipt for his pay on the contract The Hev. Mr. Estey supplied about 
bears date November 19, 1800. The six months, in 1855, and wasfollow
whole cost of the house as shown by ed by the Hev. :Mr. Eastman in 1856. 
the bill was $3,731.32. The Rev. Mr. Bixby came in 1857, 

During the pastorate of the Rev. and re!nai.ned five or six year. I;Ie 
Mr. Taylor, of something more than was dI~n:Issed from the church m 
thirty-seven years, there were re- May, 186il, a,nd, was succeeded by 
ceived into the church not includ- the Rev. BenJamm Ober, who con
ing the nine at its org~nization, one tinued about five years, and was f?l
hundred and twenty-six members lowed by the Rev. Messrs. Parkm
forty-eight males. and seventy-eight son, Chase, Shurtleff and Dow, who 
females.' averaged about one year eaeh. 

The Rey. Jonathan Nye, the sec- pUl>in~, the past hundr~d years 
and pastor of this church, was in- thIS ch1:1ch has had FI~enty pastors 
stalled November 6, 1811, and was and actmg,pastors, beSIde those who 
dismissed December 29 1819. Dur- have supplIed for a few weeks only. 
ing his pastorate of eight years and. The average ~astorate has been less 
more, there were received into the Ithan fiye years. " . 
church eighty-eight members, twen-. ~he whole numbe~ of mem~erB. III 
ty-seven males and sixty-one females. ! tlus. chu.rch .from Its orgamzatlOn 
• r • untIl tIllS tIme, has been foul' 
.~he ~ev. C~andler Bates, ,the Ihundred an~ seven~y-one; one hun

thud pastor, was . se~tled JUly 4, Idred and eIo'htv-elO'ht males and 
1821, ,and wa~ dIs.t;llssed January. two llllndred ai:td ~i!l;hty-thr~e fe
12, 1831. Durmg. hIS pa,storate of. males. The present number of 
ne!1~ly t~n years, elghty-~ye'Y:re re- members is ninety-five; twenty-four 
cened mt~ the church, Clohteen n<ales, and seventy-one females. 
males and SIxty-seven females. The first Sabbath School was 

In ~832-3 the R:ev. C. :M., Bro",,:n opened here in the summer of 1818, 
~upplIed the pulpIt a~ld recelVed SIX by Miss Lucy Burnap, sis~er of Dea. 
mto church fellowshIp, one male and •Asa Burnap. 
five ~emales. Mr. Brown pr~ached Seven Congregational ministers 
the first temperance sermon III the have here been nurtured, trained and 
place. sent forth into the world to do their 

In 1833, the Rev. Rodger C.Hatch work. 
labored here eight weeks. The Rev. The Rev. Bliss Burnap was brought 
.J ohn F. Griswold was installed up in the family of the Rev. Aaron 
pastor of this church April 1, 1834, Crosby; he was a good man, and still 
and was dismissed July 30, 1839. liyes to bless the world by his ex-
Rev. L. S. Coburn was settled here ample, faith and prayers. He has 
October 2, 1839, and this present preached in Malone and Bangor, N. 
house was dedicated to the worship Y., and in other places of which I 
of God, at the same time. Because am not informed. 

http:3,731.32
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The Rev. Luke Whitcomb was bridge, Washington couuty, N. Y. 
born in this town in 1789. He pos- In each of these places he was great
sessed a strong mind, and was fond ly blessed in his labors. He died 
of books, and ardently desired an Oct. 26, 1864. 
education. After many struggles he The Rev. Lewis Grout was born 
fitted for college, and was admitted in the southwestern part of New
to the Junior class, at Middlebury, fane, January 28, ] 815, the eldest 
where he graduated in due course .• of nine children, of whom eight 
He preached in several places while • were sons. 
a licentiate, but soon received a call Rev. Admatha Grout was born in 
to settle in Townshend, Vt., which Kewfane, February 19, 18t7, fitted 
he accepted. The church at Town- for college at Brattleboro Academy, 
shend has been made distracted by graduated at Dartmouth Oollege 
divisions, but by his wise and judi- 1845, and at Union Theological 
cious labors, it became united and Seminary, in 1851. But failing 
prosperous. This was his only set- health did not allow of his being 
tlement, which continued about five settled in the ministry. He died 
years, until his death, Jan. 2, 1821. in Kansas, in 1855. 

The Rev. Hollis Read graduated Rev. Henry Martyn Grout, broth-
at Williams college, and was sent by 'I er of Lewis and Admatha, was 
the A. B. O. F. M., as a missionary born May 14, 1831. Graduated at 
to the Mahratta mission, in India., 'Yilliams College, in 1854, after 
Here he continued till the failure of; which he taught for a time as prin
his health led him to return to his Icipal of the Brattleboro Academy, 
native land, where he still lives. He and subsequently as principal of 
is the author of a number of works !fonson Academy. He was licensed 
of great value; HGod in History," to preach in 1856, and labored for 
"India and her People," HThe a time in Marlboro. lIe was ordain
Palace of the Great Kmg," « The ed and installed over a church in 
Footprints of Satan in History/' Putney, September 1, 185l:l. Sub
a counterpart "God in History," sequent to this he was called to the 
and a prize essay, (( Oommerce and church in West Rutland, where he 
Ohristlanity." 'l'his last is a work was installed. August 26, 1862. 
of rare merit, and does honor to the His next pastorate, a tum of fonr 
head and heart of its author. years, was over the church in West 

Rev. Ephraim H. Newton, D. D., Springfield, 1.'la88. He i8 now set
was born in Newfane, June 13, tIed in Ooncord, Mass. He was, 
1787. In his younger days he as- for several years, associate editor in 
sisted his father in the blacksmith's the literary department of the Oon
shop, but having an ardent desire gregationalist of Boston. 
for knowledge, and after many hard The pastorate of Rev. Oharles 
struggles he fitted for col- Burnham commenced in May,1874, 
lege and entered at Middlebury, and continued to J annary, 1880. 
in 1806, graduating in 1810. He Mr. Burnham was succeeded by 
then entered the Theological Semi- Rev. George Porter,. who preached 
nary, at Andover, and graduated about two years, and was followed 
there in 1813. His first settlement by Rev. W. W. Nason for two years. 
wasatMarlboro,Vt.,MarchI6,1814. Then came Rev. George W. Law
His ministry there continued near- rence for one year, Rev. William H. 
ly twenty years and was very suc- Marble for two years, and Rev. O. 
cessful. 133 additions were made H. Smith, the present pastor, who 
to the church under his ministry. entered his fifth year Al1guSt 1,1891. 
He was afterwards settled at Glen's 

METHODISM IN NEWFANE.Falls, N. Y., where he continued 
more than three and a half years. An organized society was formed 
In 1837 he was settled at Oam in 1830, under the direction of Guy 



-----------------------~---~-----------------------

NEWFANE. 485 

Beckley and James M. Fuller, 
members of the Vermont Confer
ence, who, for about two years, di
vided their time between Fayette
ville, Williamsville and Wardsboro. 
They were succeeded in this town, 
in 1832, by Wm. H. Hodges, who 
preached at the two villages, alter
nately, most of the time till 1838. 
Then followed Elder Guernsey, till 
May, 1839, after which time, till 
1848, the society was destitute of 
preaching, with the exception of oc
casional supplies. E. B. Morgan 
was stationed at Williamsville, by 
Oonference, in 1848, followed by 
John A. Wood in 1850, O. S. Morris 
in 1851 and '52, O. D. Ingraham in 
1853, and Simeon Spencer in 1862. 
In addition to the above, the society 
was often supplied, temporarily, by 
local preachers. The public services 
of the society were held at Fayette
ville, in the Oourt House and in 
Union church; at Williamsville, in 
W m. H. Williams' hall, and after
ward in the church, a half interest 
in which, until its sale to the First 
U ni versalist society in 1868, was 
controlled by this denomination. 

In 1878 Oonference united Will
iamsville and East Dover as one 
charge and stationed A. S. Maxham 
here. Mr. Maxham was followed by 
J. E. Knapp in 1881, Geo. F. Arms 
in 1882, Frank Handy in 1885, J. A. 
Steele in 1888, and F. H. Roberts in 
1891. In 1881 the society erected at 
Williamsville a church at a cost of 
about $3000,and in 1885 a parsonage 
at a cost of $1500, from funds con
tri bu ted mostly by Mrs. William H. 
Williams, one of the original mem
bers of the society. 

FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY. 

The present society was organized 
in 1825. That Universalism existed 
in town, in an organized form, at a 
much earlier period, however, is 
shown by the following extract from 
the first volume of town records: 

"NEWFANE, AUGUST YE 14, 1787. 

This may certify all persons 

whom it may concern that the follow
ing persons, whose names are here
in inserted, are professors of t~e 
doctrine of Universal Salvation by 
Jesus Ohrist, and are constant at
tenders to hear the preaching of the 
same, and also do contribute to sup
port the preaching of that doctrine, 
viz :" * * ., * * 

It alse, appears, from the same 
source, that there was inserted in 
the warrant for the annual March 
meeting, in 1820, an article which 
reads as follows: 

"8th. To see if said Town will 
vote to permit the Universalists to 
occupy the Meeting House four 
Sabbaths in each year;"which article, 
according to the record of the meet
ing, it was voted to dismiss. In 
N ovem ber, 1825, a new society was 
organized by Oharles Hudson, under 
the name of "The First Restoration
ist Society in Newfane/' the con
stitution being signed by Josiah 
Taft and 70 others. Jonathan 
Whitcomb was the first regular 
minister, but there is nothing to in
dicate the dates of the commence
ment and expiration of his term. At 
the annual meeting of the society, 
Nov. 23,1827, it was "Voted that the 
committee should hire Mr.Wm.Balch 
to preach one-fourth of the Sabbaths 
in eight months, to comme:u.ce in 
March or April, on condition that 
Mr. B. does not want more than five 
dollars per Sabbath, and his board
ing." From information received 
from Mr. Balch, it seems that he 
preached his first sermon in New
fane, and the fifth in his ministry, 
at the schoolhouse in Williamsville, 
t:ieptember 23, 1827, and, occasion
ally, at other places in town till the 
following April, at which time he 
commenced a regular engagement 
with the society for one-half the 
time, which was continued till No
vember 15, 1829. From the latter 
date to 183(j the society was supplied 
for short periods by A. L. Pettee, 
--Maynard, Matthew Hale Smith, 
and others, but was destitute of 
preaching the greater portion of the 
time. Otis Warren became pastor 

http:comme:u.ce
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in 1836, which relation: he occupied seven districts, and ~Iarch 20, 1792, 
tin 1859. it was again divided into eight dis
, At a meeting of the society, held tricts. March 4, 1799, the 9th dis
December 10, 1839, it was voted that trint was added to the list, and the 
the old constitution be considered sum of one hundred pounds voted 
null and void, and a new constitu- for the support of schools. March 
tion was adopted, under the name, 22, 1802, the lOth district was form

/'

of "1'he First Universalist Society. ed; March 20, 1809, the 11th dis
of Newfane," , trict, and March 10, 1817, the 12th 

W. W. Hayward was preacher in and 13th districts. 
charge from :fi'Iay, 1860, to March, There are at present ten organized 
1862; :fi'I. B. Newell from June, school districts in town. 
1862, to June, 1863; and Joseph District No. 1 comprises Whita
Barber during the summer of kerville,and the immediate surround
1865, and till 1871, the ing territory; ~o. 2 includes the 
society was wholly destitute of village or Fayetteville; No.3 is sit
preaching. In 1870 the meeting uated midway between Fayetteville 
house at Williamsville was extensive
ly repaired, and was dedicated June 
28, 1871, as a Universalist house of 
worship. N. O. Hodgden was 
preacher from Jnly, 1871, to Sep
tember,1872; D. O. White from the 
latter date till the spring of 1874. 
From the close of Mr. White's term 
the pulpit was supplied by different 
persons till October, 1874, at which 
time Mrs. R. A. D. Tabor com
menced her labors. which were ter
minated in April, 18'1'6. 

and IV illiamsville ; No. 5 is known 
as the parish district; No. 6 includes 
the village of Williamsville; No. 7 
occupies the north-west corner of 
the town; No.8 includes the village 
of Pondville; No.9 is the first dis
trict north of Fayetteville; No. 10 
embraces the Adams neighborhood; 
No. 11 takes in Stratton Hill, now 
called, and is a joint district with 
No. 14 in Marlboro. 

The following table shows the 
number of weeks of school sustained 

LuciuB Holmes was pastor 1878-80, by the several districts in 1874, the 
followed by J. H. Farnsworth, State rates per cent raised on the gmnd 
missionary, 1880-81, Edward Smilie, list for support of the "ame, and the 
1881-83, and William N. Barber, population of the town, by districts, 
1884-89. Mr. Barber's five veal'S in Januarv, 1877: 
term rounded up a ministry of half a 
century. Most of the public services 
of the society, prior to 1836, were 
held at Fayetteville, at first in the 
court house, but in the Union 
church after its dedication in 1882. 
:From 1886 to 1854, the time of the' 
preacher was divided between the 
two villages, meetings being held 
one-half the time in each, respec
tively. 

SCHOOL DISTRICTS AND SCHOOLS. 

'rhe first recorded action of N ew
fane in regard to schools, was taken 
March 15, 1784, when it was voted 
to divide the town into five school 
districts. 

At a meeting held September 7, 
1790, the town wae divided into 

. No.of· Rate Pop.
Districts. weeks. per cent 

No.1 
2 
3 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 

Townshend and 
Newfane, 

Dummerston and 
Newfane, 

1874. of tax. 1877. 

20 57 73 
24 12 255 
24 24 71 
20 22 41 
30 15 175 
20 4·~ 60 
24 50 121 
24 50 104 
22 60 42 
20 50 25 

24 23 6 

24 112t 6 
Dover and New'fne 24 25 9 

Population of town, January, 1877, 988 

The following table may be of in
terest as showing the number of 
scholars attending the common 
schools of the town in 1824 and in 
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1874, the fiftieth and one-hundredth IA. M. Merrifield; 1876, ''7''1, "i8, 
years, respectively, of its existence Oharles Burnham; 1879, '80, '81, 
as an organization: . '82, '83, '84, M. O.Howe; 1885, '86, 
Districts. Scholars, Scholars. H: W. Bailey; 1887, '88, Frank L. 

1824. 1874. FIsh; 1891, Oharles E. Brown. 
No.1 23 26 Member of Oounty Board of Edu
" 2 26 34 cation 1889, '90, .J. H. Merrifield.
" 3 42 14 . '. .
" 4 58 The mhabltants of thIS town, 
" 5 65 12 quick to detect a necessity for bet-
H 6 80 35 tel' educational facilities than were 
" 7 47 19 i afforded by their common schools, 
" 8 62 33 I . . 1 d" 9 50 28 took measures, a~ an ear y ate, to 
" 10 31 9 i secure the establIshment of an acad
" 11 25 6 ! emy. An act incorporating the 
" 12 9 i Windham Oounty Grammar School 

To:vnshend and was granted by the Legislature, Oc-
Newfane_~~..... 5 tobr 31 1801 in which the follow-Dummerston and . e , ,
Newfane. 2 mg persons were named as tlle first 

Doyel' and board of trustees: Luke Knowlton, 
Newfane. 2 Jason Duncan, Asa Wheelock, Sam-
Ttl -18 22'" uel Fletcher, Jonas Whitney, James 

Dec~'e~:~ in scholar~, 56 per cent. [) Shafter, Mm;ti;n Field,. Esqs., ~nd 
Population of town, 1820, 1506 Mr. Joseph EllIs. A sUltable burld

.. ." ".1870, 1113 ing was erected, and for several 
Decrease III populatlOn, 26 per cent. years the institution enjoyed high 

The practice of school supervision repute. Many persons who after
by a committee chosen by the town, ward occupied honorable positions 
commenced in 1828. At the annual in the affairs of the' county and 
March meeting held' in that year, State, received their education at 

. Ohandler Bates, Roswell 11. Field, this place. This school had a run 
Geo. A. 11orse, Roger Birchard and of about fifteen years, and then be
Huntington Pitch, wore chosen a came a subject of that general de
committee to superintend schools. cline which about that time began 
This practice evidently soon came to attach itself to all the public 
into disrepute, as men of a lower enterprises of the village on the hill. 
standard of intellect were choson at The academy building was used for 
each successive election till 1833, several yeara for the district school 
when the office was filled by persons purposes and was finally taken down 
said to be chiefly noted for ignorance. and removed to Fayetteville. 

In 1847 the practice was rellewed, For many veal'S the inhabitants of 
and Foster Hartwell, Otis Warren the town have supported one or 
and Darwin Adams were chosen more select 8ehoo18 for a portion of 
superintendents. Since the latter the time, which, though not of an 
date the position has been occupied academic character, have been very 
by the following persolls: 1851, Otis useful as aids to the common school 
Warren; 185~, '53, O. S. lVronis and work. 
Otis Warren; 1854, George Fisher The following is a list of the na
and Phineas Howe; 1855, J. P'I tives of Newfane who have graduat
Huntington; 1856, George Arnold; ed from colleges: 
1857, P~ineas H?we; 1858',:59, Sol-. Ephriam H. Newton, Middlebury, 1810 
om on BIXby; 1860 and 18tJ6, D. B. ! Luke Whitcomb, " 1813 
Morse' 1861 W. W. Hayward; 1862, ICharles K. Field, " 1822 
;63, '65, '68,'R. M. Pratt; 1864, Ben- ! RoswellM. Fi~ld, . y 1822 
. . Ob' d J TIT millmarth' IChesselden EllIS. Umon, N. 1'.,1823
Jamlll el an . VI. n , iLewis Grout, Yale, 1842 
1869, J. W. Oroker; 1870, '71, '72, ,Hollis Reed, Williams, 1826 
J. H. Merrifield; 1873, '74, '75, iAdmatha Grout, Dartmouth, 1845 
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Henry M. Grout, 'Williams, 1854 
Henry K. Field, Amherst, 1860 
Webster Merrifield, Yale, 1877 
Aaron C. Dickinson, Tufts, 1878 
R. Morton Sherman," 1880 
John N. Shipman, Madison U'ty, 1880 
Marshall A. Howe, U'v'tyof Vt., 1890 
Abel J. Grout, " 1890 

The following, though not natives, 
have received a collegiate educa
tion while residents of the town: 
Calvin Knowlton, moved to N ew
fane with his father in 1772, fitted 
for college here, and graduated at 
Dartmouth in 1784; Edward J. and 
Samuel R. Warren, sons of Dr. John 
P. Warren, graduated,-Edward at 
Dartmouth in 1846, and Samuel at 
Yale in 1860. 

William H. Hodges, graduated at 
Colby University, Waterville, Maine, 
in 1851. 

TILE REVOLUTIONARY WAR. 

BY d' d' GR1!lJ!N. 

When our military stores at Ben
nington became in danger, and the 
call came for the Green Mountain 
Boys to rally for the rescue, Lieut. 
Jonathan Park and others from this 
grant, volunteered, and after a two 
day's march reached Bennington in 
time to participate in the glorious 
struggle of that memorable day. 

The following is all the official 
record we have been able to find 

that in any way connects this town 
with the war for our independence: 
"March 8, 1181, they voted to 
raise the soldiers, for the defense of 
the frontiers, by a town tax." 

IVAR OF 1812-15 

September 29, 1812, a town meet
ing was called to see if the town 
would vote to raise the wages of the 
Cavalry and Militia, that should be 
compelled to march, to ten dollars 
per month. They voted to dismiss 
the article and adjourned without 
day. 

There is a tradition that at one 
time the militia expected to be call
ed to Plattsburgh, and the company 
volunteered. Many of the men 
worked all night, running bullets, 
making cartridges, etc. But the 
order came tllO next day to disband, 
instead of march. The soldiers who 
actually enlisted from this town 
were Lyman Holden, a man by the 
name of Gambel, a Mr. Bullard, aud 
Nathaniel Holland, who died (l.t 
Plattsburgh, Oet. 6, 1814. Isaac 
Hovey, of Williamsville, enlisted in 
January, 1841, from the town of 
Oraftsbury, and served fo1' a period 
of eighteen month in the engineer's 
department. He was in only one 
engagement, the battle of Bridge
water. 
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Names. 8 .a! i W?en Remarks.'So 	 \s I~ I EnlIsted. 
(1) 	 : 0' Ol)

P:'l 	 '0 i<!: --------------------1----------- 
Carpenter, Edwin J._ 2 Ic i18'Aug. 10, 61iDischarged Jan. 28,63. 

Howe, EdmundP._____ 2 C i22llVIay, 61'IPro. Ser. mustered out June 29, 64. 

Lamb. Henry L.. _ 2 IC ,22I l'Ifay , 61 Taken pris. at Sa:age Station; dis-


I 	 I charged Jan. 2u, 63. 
Mason, .Albert._ 2 IC 121 May, 61 iTaken pris. at Spottsylvarua; dis

! \' I charged Dec. 24, 64. [J\<lay 10, 64. 
M~ller, Frede~icE.. ___ 2 iC!24May, 61:P~o. Ser. killed at Spottsylvania, 

MIller, Morns_______ 2 C ,40,May, 61 ,DIscharged June 2,63. 

Pratt, R. ~L 2 C i22,l\iay, 61'ILo?t right arm a1!d taken pris. at 


, , ' lust Bnl1Run; dIS. Nov. 1,61. 
Allison, Everett M. ___ • 3 	 ',Hj23June 1, 61i Killed at Wilderness, May 5,64.
Cooley, Geo. C. _______ _ 4 	 'I '120\.AUg. 21, 61 Pro. Ser. Must. out July 13, 65.l4F 29 Sept. 2, 61 ,Discharged March 14, 62. 
Nelson, Stephen H. _.. 
Hall, James .. 

4 F38\Dee. 6, 63!Taken pris.; died at .Andersonville, 
i ! Dec. 13, 64. 

Perry, Daniel._ 4 F25 Sept. 5, 611DiSeharged Oe. 22, 62. [July 13,65. 
Perry,Henry_. 4 F i22'Sept. 3, 61 Taken pris. June 23, 64; Must. out 
Sexton, Thoma.s B._ 4 F 1211Dee. 6,63,Taken pris..June 23, 64; died at 

i ' i I .AndersonvIlle, Sept. 11, 64. 
Greene, George E. ___ .. 6 IF ,34 ,Drafted July 13,63. [Mar. 14, 66 
Hazelton, Edward L. __ 7 	 ,Gi24iKov. 30, 611Pro. 1st Lt. July 31,65; Must. out 
.AIls, Horace_. ___ .. 8. ,I !25:Dec. 11, 61iMustered out June 22, 64. 
Bemis, Leonard C. _ __. 8 	 \1 !36INOV. 30, 6II,Prom. Corp. Trans. to Vet. Reserve 

I I I Corps. April 25, 65.1
Betterley, .Alfred __ - ... I 8 ,I 19 Nov. 29, 6i/'Mustered out June 28, 65. 
Betterley, Geo. S. _ . _ . 8 iI r191NOv. 30, 61 IJischarged May 4, 63. 
Betterley, Gilbert W. __ 8 :118 'Nov. 29, 61 Discharged JUly 16.62. 
Betterley, Thomas F._. 8 	 II 121j'Nov. 26, 61 Deserted June 30,63; dishonorably

discharged June 12, 65. 
Blashfield, Henry C. 8 I 118 Dec. 2, 61IKilled at Port Hudson, June 14,63.
Brown, Clark. ___ ._ _ 8 II .23 Dec. 3, 611Discharged July 17, 63.'
Carpentel', Eben B.. _.. 8 	 II II8IDec. 2, 61!Mustered out June 28, 65. 
Charter, SamueL __ ._. 8 	 ,! i32iJan. 16, 62 '&Iustered out .Tune 22, 64. 
Church, Henry ____ .. 8 !I i33lDec. 15, 61 Mustered out June 22, 64. 
Davis, Enos L. 8 	 II 18/Dec. 9, 6l 'med March 18,6,2, while on pas-

i I I :sage to Ship Islapd.')
DaVIS, HIram. __ ._ -.J 8 ,I,44,Dec. 9,61 DIscharged July 10, 6". 
Downs, Henry'\V._____ 8\,! ',18/NOV. 28,61 Pro. 2d Lt. April 18, 65; Must. out 

i • June 28. 65. 
Estabrooks, Sidney J._ 8 I !191.Aug. 11,64 Mustered out June 28,65. 
Fo~bush, Wm. F... 8 \1" il5lJan. 13, 62'fi.'[usician, ~isc.~a~ged July 15, 62. 
FaIT~ks, W:'!yland___ 8 	 I 120Dec. 24, 63 Pro. Ord. Ser., dIed Jan. 24, 65. 

iFranklm,.Alvm B. 8 	 H23iNov., 61ilst Lt. Jan. 17, 62; Capt. Oct. 27, 

Gates, Alvin. _____ . 8 
Holland, Geo. N .. 8 
Hudson, Bonaparte. __ 8 
Ingram, Charles E. ____ 8 
Ingram, John H .. _._ 8 
Ingram, Jonathan M. __ 8 
Lamson, DanieL . ___ 8 
Mills, Alonzo. _.. ___ . _ 8 
Morse, Joshua C.. __ 8 
Morse, Luke J. __ _ 8 
Park, Oscar E. __ 8 
Park, Otis. 8 
Peavey, Augustus 8 

, i 63; Major Nov. 24, 64; Lt.-Col. 
I • Mar. 8, 65; ,Must. outJune 28, 65. 
i21 Dee. 28, 611B. drumme~; Must. out June 28,65.'
27[NOV., 611st Lt.; resIgned Oct. 25, 62. 
20 Nov. 2D, 61 ICorp. ; d. at N. Orleans, May 24,62. 
lIS/Dec. 6, 61,Mustered out June 28, 65. 
19'Aug. 15, 64;l\1llst.ered out June 28, 65. 

1381Aug. 10, 64IMustt~red out June 28, 65. 
127iNov. 27, 61 Died March 10. 63. 
121 I Dec. 24, 63!Mustered out June 28, 64. 
'3°INOV., 612d Lt. Pro. 1st Lt.; res. July 10, 63. 
23 Nov. 27, 611Mustered out June 22, 64. 
181Dec. 5, 63 Mustered out June 28, 65. 

20 iDec. 6, 61,Dischal'ged November, 63. 


1l8Nov. 30, 61iDischargedNov. 28, 62; re-en. in 
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SOLDIERS FURNISHED BY NEWFANE, 1861-5.-Continued. 

,., 
'hI" \VhenNames. Remarks.
I~. '" Enlisted. I 
:5 ::.,c ! 

..... lo.,q , 
~--------·'--I- -'_._-------------,---
Plummer. Geo. F. _ 8 I 17 Dec. 2, 61 Mustered out June (i5. 

Stearns. Henry )'1. S 11 ·19 Dec. 14, 63lHustered out June 65. 

Stratton, AsaH.. __ 8 II 22 Jan. 16, 621Mustered out .Tune 22.64. 

Tyler, Stephen ~I.._. _ 81 28 Feb. 7 62,)lustered ont June 22; 64. 

Warner, Frank R..__ _ 8 II 22 Jan. fi2,Pro. 1st Lt.; Must. out June 28. 65. 

Warren, }'rancis E... 8 ,I 23 Dec. 61 Cor. Pro. Capt.; lUust. out June 


I . 28,65.
Allen, 'Warren_ .. _____ \) IF ,33 Ang. ,23,64 Mustered out June 13, 65. 
Newton, James H._ .. _. 9 IK 181June 9, ()2Pl'o. 8el'. Killed at Spottsy]Yania, 

'I lUay 12, 64. 
Walter, Edgar G. 9 ,F 191Aug. 18, 64lYInstered out June 19, 65. 
Birchard, Sardis_ 11 :L 1211June 27, 63 Taken pris.; died at Andersonville, 

, i,~ug. 20, 64. 
'Carpenter. Henry A. 11 E211' Aug. 9. 6.2 Pro. Cor.: Must. out June 21, 65. 
Johnson, Edward H .. _ 11 E 21 No,. 13, 63 31ustered out Aug. 25, 65. 
]\.files, Linus P.... ". _ n E 20IJ.\.ug. 9, 62 Died Feb. 8, 63. 
JYIorse, Amherst. __ ... . 11 E 231July 29, 62 Pro. 1st Lt. Co. K; dis. ;\Iay 8, 65. 
iYIullett, Daniel A ... ___ n IE 3i'Dec. 4,63 )Iustered out Aug. 25. 65. 
Newton, Charles ;\1•. __ 11 ,L 1, JUly 6,63 Jlustered out _-\ng. 6,). 
Park, Otis..... _ 11 :E 21:Dec. 5, 63 )IuRtered Out Aug. 6,). 
Parsons, Geo. \V.. _ 11 'E 20;Aug.fJ, 62 Mustered out June 65. 
Patch, Albert __ .. 11 :E19'Aug. 9. b2Pro. 2,d Lt.: l\lust. June 24, 65. 
Smith, Everett N... 12 'I 18'.Oct. 4. 62nIu!3tered out July 14, 63. 
Adams, Aden .. __ . __ 16 II ,26 Sept. 20, 62 . . 
Brooks, "VIll. A ..... . 16 :1 j23:Sept. 20, 6.2 
Cook, James F. 16 II 120 Sept. 20, 62 Killed at Gettysburg, July 3, 63. 
Corbett, John N .. __ ... 161 \l4i Sept. 20, 1)2 
Donahue, Patrick. . ... 10 'I i3S:Sept. 20, 621 
Dunklee, Addison R. __ Hi .I ,19!Sept. 20, 62,Bd Sergt. 
Fairbanks, Wayland E. 16 II '19iSept. ~, 62 Promoted Corp. 
Goodnow, \Vm. H. __ 11) I.I,19:Sept. 20,62 Musician. 
Haskins, Kittredge. 16 :1 26,Sept 20, 62 1st Lieut.: resigned March 19, 63. 
Jones, John D..... 16 I 25iSept. 20, 62 
Lincoln, Samuel B._ 16 I 1S'Sellt. 20, 6.2 Taken pris. at Gett.'sburg, July 3,

,I 63: died at Richmond, Noy.20,63. 
1\1orse, Charles E. _____ 16 .I 31iSept..20,62 
1\1orse, William . __ ... 16 l 25jSept. 20, 62 Died April 26. 63. 
Powers. Jeffrey .. __ . 16 II 21 Sept. 20,62 
Stone, Henry B. . __ . Hi !I 26 l

l
Sept. 20, (12 

Sexton, Thomas B. 16 II 119 Sept. 20, 62. 
IVallen, Harrison. 16 II 26,sept. 20, 62Sergt. reduced to ranks, July 4, 63. 
Willis, Monroe C. _ : 16 I t9ISept. :30, li2'Wounded at Gettysburg, July 3,1)3. 
Coburn, Charles H. 17 IE IS Ji'Iarch 10, 64.Mustered out July 14, 65. [64. 
Day, Henry A. ____ ... 17 iF 210ct. 2,1, 68:Killed at Petersburg, 'Va., June 24, 
lVIayraw,John_ .•... _ 17IH30'lY1arch31,64DesertedMay22,64. 
Strong, Lewis.. _.. _... 17 IF 41inlarch 20, 64 Mustered out "<lay 13, 65. 
Taylor, Franklin J ..... 17 iE IS,March 2(1, 64,Discharged Nm'. 4,65. 
Thompson, Thomas._ .. 17 iE40,]l;iarch25, 64:Deserted July 1,65. 
Betterley, Frank 'W.... .IV C:F26:Sept. 21, 61: Mustered out Nov. 18, 64. 
Donahue, Patrick .... __ 'lVClF39'Jan, 3,64,Taken pris. at Ashland, 'Va.; died 

I i I at Andersonville, Aug. 17,64. 
Goodnow. Orwell S. _tV CiF21 Sept. 16, 61,Discharged Sept. 20, 62. 
Pond, William W. __ .. IV C!F 1211Dec. 15, 631liIissed in action at Ridley's shop, 

, . I. I ' June 30, 64. 
Brown, Lewis G. __ ._ ..12F CIF ,18,Jan. 3, 651Mustered out June 27, (15. 
Mullett, Chas. l'II... _. 2L.S.SS.H I2110ct. 20, 611Discharged "<larch 22, 62. 
Robbins, Geo. i,V". ____ , " IH 37:0ct. 20, 61:Discharged July 2, 62. 

IWillis, Daniel H ...... _' ",H23iOct. 14, 61 ,Killed at Sulphur Springs, Va., 
I_... _~: _!,:ug. 26, 62: ___~. ~~..._.....___ 

The 16th was mustered in Oct. 23,62: mustered out Aug. 10,53. 

http:20;Aug.fJ
http:20IJ.\.ug
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UNITED STATES NAVY. Jl.lass. ; Bennett, Henry L., enlisted at 
Royalton, 3rIass.: Davis, David H., enFairsel'vis, Robelt; Green, James; 
listed from Dummerston in Co. D, 8thHam, Geo. W.; 'Merrick, Nicholas; 
Vt.; . Gould, Lyman \Y.. Capt. 41stShaw, Benj. F.; Smith, William. 
Mass.; Higgins, Sam'l B., 1st Wisconsin 


NA~IES OF MEN WHO FURNISHED SUBSTI-! and 16th U. 8. Infantry: Higgins, Ira S., 

Tl'TES. musician, 4th Vt.; Ingram, Ira 0., Co. 


Bowker, S. \V.; Dunklee, A. B.; Lam- K, 1st \Yisc.on~in C,a,aIry; Kenney,John 

son, J. D.; Redfield, Geo. \V.; Sherman, C., 101st IlhnOIs; Newton, John, 18th U. 

O. L.; Bemis, \V. L. 'S. Infantry; Newtop, John, 2d Wiseon


i sin: Newman, John L., enlisted from 

NA:I!ES OF MEN WHO PAID COlliDlc'rATION Brattleboro in Co B, 16th Reg.: Pratt, 


)lONEY. Myron, Capt. Co. G, 1st Mass. Ca,alry, 

Adams, JOB. 0.; Merrifield, Hollis R; I killed at Snicker's Gap. Va., Noy. 3,62; 


Mixer, ClIas.; Morse, Thomas A. ; Rus- ' Ray, Sam'l B., enlisted from Jamaica in 

sell, Sylvanus; vValker, Henry vV.: Co. I, 4th Reg., mortally wounded at 

'Wheeler, E. P. Fredericksburg, Dec. 13, 62; Sibley, 


, Isaac H., enlisted from Dummerston in 
NATIVES OF NE:,?~AN~ WHO SER'ED Co. E, 11th Reg.; Ward. John S., 3d 

OTHER TOW~o AND STATES. I :Minnesota and 7th Yt.; 'Worden, James 
Aldrich, Harrison, Capt. Co. K, 21st C., Co. E, 71st New York. 
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ROCKINGHAM. 

By E. A. DERBY. 

ROCKINGHAM. Ibut although the soil, timber, 
streams,<ga;me and fish made the 

Rockingham is a post town in the country attractive, it is probable 
N. E. corner of Windham county. that the numerous savages made the 
The Oonnecticut river washes the occupancy of the country too haz
entire eastern boundary. Williams ardous an undertaking for the whites 
river runs through the central part to enter on. In 1744 there were 
u.nd empties into the Oonnecticut but very few inhabitants between 
about three miles north of Bellows Swanzey and Charlestown No.4. 
Falls. Saxton's river if! in the south- Previous to this time settlements 
ern part of the town. had been begun in Vermont, but 

Some accounts inform us that the none had become permanent as far 
first settlements made in this town north as Rockingham before 1754. 
were commenced by people from The few people who had attempted 
Massachusetts who received u. char- to settle were continually harrassed 
tel' from that State, and that the by the French and Indians. At all 
place was originally called Fallstown, times they were subject to the u.t
which was soon after changed to tacks of a concealed foe. They 
Great Falls, and was again changed could not cultivate the soil, or clear 
to Bellows Falls, after the lands ad- the hi.nd without being exposed to 
joining on both sides of the river danger. The condition of the coun
were drawn and settled by Benjamin try, being almost wholly covered 
Bellows, who was one of the origi- with forest, was favovable to the 
nal proprietors of the town, as well stealthy approach of the cunning 
as proprietor's clerk. savage; and the settler was liable at 
. If the town was settled previous any instant to be shot down and 

to 1752, and it is possible it was, the scalped, or captured and carried into 
settlers forfeited their charter and captivity. Their families were in 
abandoned their settlement on ac- constant danger of being massacred 
count of the Indians, or for some or captured. 
other cogent reason. 	 Although the soil in this vicinity 

At that time settlements in was everything that the agriculturist 
Oheshire Oounty, N. H., and Wind- could desire, it is probable that the 
ham Oounty, Vt., wcre very rare. great attraction was fish. At cer
White people had traversed the wil- tain seasons of the year the Connec

. derness 	in this vicinity, observing ticut literally swarmed with salmon 
the inducements offered to settlers; and shad. The falls impeded their 
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progress up the river, and, as a conse- comprising those who were opposed 
quence, the eddy below was some- to all authority not in conformity 
times fairly packed with them. with the Oontinental Oongress, while 

The fact that people were attracted the latter abided by the authority of 
to this vicinity for fishing rather the l'rown, and considered that a 
than for farming purposes, together royal proclamation was all that was 
with some other circumstances, necessary to keep the people in sub
tended to retard the early growth jection to the King's officers. 
and prosperity of the town. As late In 1774, a committee of co1'1'es
as 1764, after the present charter pondence in regard to the friends 
had been obtained from Governor of liberty was appointed, ana on 
Wentworth, it was doubted that the this committee were Moses Wright 
town contained a large enough per- and Jonathan Burt of Rockingham. 
manent population to retain the It was their purpose to throw off 
charter, and he took testimony from . the yoke of despotism, and to secure 
Michael Lovell and Benjamin Bel- this purpose they had resolved that 
lows, two of the principal proprie- neither life or property should be 
tors, in regal'll to the matter. They spared. 
both testified that "there were then On Sunday, March 12, 1775, a 
twenty-five families settled in the party of Whigs from Rockingham 
town of Rockingham, who had al- went down' to Westminster to dis
ready. cultivated lands, and h,ad so suac1e the King's officers from open
far impro,!,ed them by actual set- ing the courts, :Monday; and thus 
tlement as to fulfill the conditions were the people of this town among 
of the charter;" and this . testimony those friends of freedom who :first 
was so conclrisive that all further resisted the King's officers, causing ' 
attempts to render the charter void the first blood of the Rtwolution to ~., 
were abalidoned, and Rockingham be shed on "Court House Hill," in 
became a town. . . the town of . Westminster. Capt. 

In early times the courts of this Stephen Sargeant, with his com
district were held at Ohester. But panyof Rockingham militia, assisted 
as.a . large majority of the ' settlers ir;t driving the court party from the 
were located on or neal' the Oonnec- house, and in securing them after 
ticut, they very naturally made an the massacre; tl1l1S they lighted the 
effort to have the courts assemble at torch of war that soon after blazed 
some more convenient point. In at Lexington and Bunker Hill. 
conformity with this plan, the in- Several of the Rockingham militia 
habitants of the town assembled on were wounded in this affray, and 
the 2d day of December, 1771, and Philip Safford, lieutenant of the 
"agreed to. pay 70 pounds, lawful company, when surrounded by the 
currency, towards the erection of 'rories, 'knocked down ten of them 
county buildings, provided Rock- with his bludgeon, and although he 
ingham be made the shire town." Ireceived several severe cuts from the 
This was a liberal offer, but" by ex~ sword of Sheriff Patterson, retired 
traordinary exertions and by the in- from' the field daring the whole 
fiuence of persons in authority," posse of King George to combat the 
the courts were removed to. West- Rockingham militia. 
minster, where was erected the The Indians when on the war 
court house which was afterward path, or when on hunting and :fish
made famous by the' Westminster ing excnrsions, always halted a 
massacre." while at Bellows Falls to rest, and 

At this time the courts were man- consequ.ently the town was slow in 
aged by officel's of the King. The growth, and continually disturbed 
people were divided into two par" by marauding parties. 
ties, Whigs and 'I'ories, the former In the year 1755, one Joseph 
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Blanchard "numbered all the in- Willatd, Robert Henry,IVilliam 
habitants from Brattleboro to Hart- Willard, P eter Bellows, Nathan 
ford in Vermont" and reported Smith, William Parker, Jonah 
«that there were not more than 60 Moor,Lemuel Hastings, Jonathan 
families then settled in all that ter- White, Lemuel Butler, Benjalhin 
ritary." Bellows, Benjamin Stowell, An-

In the spring of 1704 the war drew Gardner, Jonathan IVetherbee; 
party that went from Canada to de- Abijah Wetherbee, William Simonds: 
stroy Deerfield, Mass., passed Oliver Willard, Stephen Fai'ns: 
through Rockingham on their re- worth, J onathau Bigelow, Jotham' 
tum. The day was Sunday, and Bush, Simeon Knight; Samuel Lar- , 
they stopped to give their prisoners abee, David Page, Ht3zekiahEl
an opportuni ty to rest. more, Asa Douglas, J ohanna Weth~ 

While stopping there the Rev. erbee,Jaezaniah How, John ~tow, 
John Williams-the ancestor of the Obediah Dickerson, WillianiSyms, 
Indian branch of the Williams bm- Palmer Goulding, Joseph , Lee" 
ily, which has been famouR on ac- Thomas Martin, " Samuel Went- ' 
count of the Rev. Eleazer Williams, worth, Andrew Gardner" Jr., Sam
who attempted to identify him self uel Wethel'bee, David Farnsworth, 
and Louis XVII, the lost dauphin Asel Stehens,JohIi Densmore, John 
of France,-preached a sermon, Arms, Jacob Elmore, . Isaiah Saw
which was undoubtedly the first ser- yer; BenjamiuFrench,John Moffet, 
mon that "iaspreached in this town. Daniel Maynard, , Daniel Warren, 
His text was Lam. 1 :18. Ebenezer Hinsdale, J anathan Mar-

Said township was by charter, ! ble, Tim othy Tayloi', Isaac Wins
bOllnded as follows: Beginning at Ilow, Richard Clark, Tuttle Hub
the nOl'theastcol'ner of Westminster I bard, Thomas Stebens. ' 
and running npby the Connecticut Benning Wentwortll was cpm
river until ~t extends six miles upon l m18sioned govern~r of the Province' 
a straight hne northerly to a stake of New Hampshue, July 3, 1741. 
and stones upon the bank of said He manifested considerable interest 
river, in Hickup meadow,-thence in the early settlement of Rocking
Tllnning due west six miles to a stake ham because be knew that large 
and stones-thence running south- quantities of the best masting tim
erly six miles to the northwesterly bel' that could be obtained in the 
corner of Westminster-thence nin- province were growillg-here. H e, 
ning due east to the bounds fi rst resided at Portsmoutb, N. H., but 
mentioned; and that the same be he had heard such favorable reports 
and is incorporated into a township of the tim bel' on "the river Of the 
by the name of Rocking-ham, and pines" that he came here to make , 
the inhabitants that do 01' shall here- personal examination; and to take 
after inhabit said township are here- measures "for the better securin g ' 
by declared to be enfranchised with the masting trees from being cut 
and institu ted to all the privii edges and felled." He caused the first 
and immunities that other towns saw-mills in town to be erected, one 
within our said Province by law ex- of which was located on Williams' 
ercise and enjoy. river at the place now known as ' 

Brockway's mills, and the other 
GRANTEES. !Iiear the mouth of Saxtons river. 

Gov. 'Wentworth received large of-
The names of , the grantees of ficial fees from the King of Eng

Rockingham, under the charter of land, and also invariably reserved 
George II, were as follows: Samuel for himself in every township that 
Johnson, Ezra Farnsworth, Isaac he granted, 500 acres of the best 
Parker, John Kilburn, Sylvanus and richest land for the pnrposes of 
Hastings, Josiah Willard, Nathan speculation. When Rockingham 

". 
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was chartered, John Kilburn visited lots into equal divisions, in all 
Gov. vV<mtworth and represented making 72, so that ye drawing 
that the best lands lay back of the might be made all at the same 
river. But the governor could not time, so that in drawing, each of the 
be induced to make his reservation 72 original proprietors 'Yould at once 
except where he thought there was come into possession of all his lands. 
timber. Kilburn, failing to secure In consequence of this arrangement 
the lots he desired here, changed every proprietor received It bouse-lot, 
his tacties and pretended to be very a river-lot and lot on some small 
anxious to secure some lots on the stream as his equal share in the lands 
other side of the river, directly op- of the town. The committee to lav 
posite the falls; the governor was out lands was also directed by tb"e 
equally loth to give up his choice of i pl'oprietors "To select and layout 
lots on that side, thinking that the Isix acres for a meeting honse place." 
best land must be near the falls; It was voted that if any man 
but he gave Kilburn the choice of should move upon any lands 
any lots above or below the lands in the town before the meadow 
lying and being on Fall mountain. lands were laid out, he should 
He finally concluded to take lands have the liberty to take the 
below, securing the best lands in lot upon which he had moved or 
Walpole and some on Williams'. done labor, provided it be Oll Wil
river, while the governor took the! Iiams river, without drawing. 
mountain range which was compar- Previous to adjournment Benja
atively worthless, and to which John min Bel10ws was chosen proprietor's 

HKilburn gave the name.of Gov- clel'k alrd collector of taxes. Andrew 
ernor's Garden," a name which is Gardner, Sylvanus Hastings, and 
retained to this day. John Grant were chosen assessors. 

The town charter specified that At this meeting the town was first 
the H first legal meeting of the pro- properly and legally organized. 
prictors" should be held on the last. The original proprietors wished 
Wednesday of ~Iarch, 1753. In con-I for perfect equality in dividing the 
formity to this provision a meeting· town lands, and they had agreed to 
was held on the .28th of March, and be satisfied with such lots as fell to 
Benjamin Bellows presided as mod- them in the drawing. Selfishness 
eratoI', in accordance with a pro vis- was not so rampant in the hearts of 
ion of thA charter to that effect. At the people then as it is now. Their 
this meeting it was voted "To lay sense of mutual dependence on each 
out to each proprietor a house lot,: other for safety begat a sentiment 
and that the 72 house lots be laid of common interest in the general 
out in three or more several places.: prosperity and welfare of the com
That all the meadows, or intervale: mllnity. The settlers came together 
land lying on Oonnecticut river and as one family and decided that each 
up Williams' river, he divided into member 'should share equally the 
72 lots, being one for each proprie- privileges of their joint proprietor
tor." A committee consisting of ship. Only a few town officers were 
Andrew Gardner, Bonj. Bellows, needed. The proprietors were con
Jonathan Bigelow, Stephen Farns- tent to begin their town existence 
worth and Asahel Stebens, was! with a clerk, a committee, a collec
chosen for laying out the lands; tor of taxes, and town assessors. 
and this committee was also author- May 4, 1754, Benjamin Bellows, 
ized "to layout all ye meadow and clerk of the town, gave notice by 
intervale land lying upon all ye request of ten of the legal inhabi
small rivers, into 72 lots, and to tants, that there would be a town 
take a plan of all ye lands in said meeting aithe house of lVIr. Jona
town." The committee was also than Bigelow, in said town, in the 
directed to "couple all ye various Province of New Hampshire, on 
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Wednesday, the 29th day of May. cinity. 'fhey provided places of 
At this meeting Esquire Bellows pre- shelter and .safety, where the people 
sided, according to the provision of could easIly defend themselves 
the charter, and this aided him to against the attacks of the Indians; 
become a great man among the early and in times of danger they invaria
settlers. It was his good fortune to bly resorted to the same.. 
become possessed of many valuable The old Bellow~ fort stood on the 
lots in Rockingham, though he 1'e- north end of a hIll near the ~ouse 
sided in Walpole. After accepting where the family afterwards resIded, 
the report of the committee to lay and which is still occupied by a 
out lots, "ye lands were drawn by grandson of Esq. Bellows. It was 
lots as laid out." Benjamin Bellows well located for defense against the 
took the lower meadow and the lands Indians, and commanded an exten
round said meadow for 21 house lots, siveview of the adjoining country. 
he also took land on Saxton's river, He kept a large number of men 
in all 48 acres, for 16 three acre in his employ, all of whom were 
meadow lots, "as coupled to ye house well armed; and he also had one 
lots afore named," and he also had heavy iron gun, furnished by the 
" liberty to pick five more three acre royal government for the public 
meadow lots in any undivided mead- protection. 
ow lands where he might choose to John Kilburn's house which par
select the same." Bonds were re- took somewhat of the nature of a 

. qui red and given by all the drawers fort without being one, was nearly 
of house lots to have men on them two miles further north, located on 
by the last of March, 1755; other- the low terrace. A desperate Indian 
wise the lots would revert to the fight occurred here Aug. 17, 1755. 
town. He aided materially in the Four hundred Indians demanded of 
early settlements and was highly re- Kilburn that he and his party 
spected as a citizen and town officer. Ishould surrender. But, although 

. From the fact that he owned the I his force, all told, consisted of but 
lower meadow, (a part of which is four men and two women, he in
owned by his descendants to this day), ·dignantly refused to surrender, and 
the Great. Falls finally came . to be in reply to the chief who promised 
called Bellows Falls. "good qnarter," he replied, "be-

At the May meeting it was voted Igone you black rascal, or I'll quar
that six acres of land be taken from tel' you!" The fight immediately 
the north end of house lot No.3, commenced. The Indians fired on 
being 33 rods square, and that the the house from the high terrace on 
same be set off for the nse of the the east, and the roof was soon com
town, for the purpose of buiding pletely riddled. The women worked 
thereon a meeting-house, and that a with a will loading the gUllS, of 
road twelve rods wide be laid out which they had a number, and cast
through said land. It was voted that ing bullets. They melted up their 
a tax of 20 shillings be paid by each pewter spoons and dishes, and when 
proprietor for the purpose of mak- these were exhausted they suspended 
ing roads. blankets in the chamber to catch 

Benjamin Bellows and John Kil- the Indian balls which were sent 
burn were directly and largely in- back with deadly effect into the sav
terested in the settlement and pros- age ranks. The unequal contest 
perity of Rockingham. They re- continued all the afternoon till 
sided in Walpole, where may still nearly dark, whim the Indians, 
be found numerous descendants thinking that Kilburn must have a 
of each, but owned lands here. . regiment of men in the house, gave 
They were public spirited men and up the fight and returned to Oan
in full sympathy with the best in- ada, and never dared to molest Wal
terests of all the settlers in this vi- pole again. Only one person in the 
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house was injured. A man n3,med Yet it was not without its benefits. 
P eak · was wounded in the hip · by At that t ime there was (and is now) 
carelessly exposing himself at a port- a place known as the" stone-bole," 
hole, and afterward died for want from which stone had been quarried 
of medical treatment. to build a dam near where the saw-

John Kilburn lived to the good mill now stands. Below tbis dam 
old age of 85 years; died April, was a swampy mud-hole. The 
1789. . freshet carried this dam away and 

The first bridge across the Oon- with it vast quantities of rocks and 
necticut was built at Bellows Falls earth which completely fill ed the 
in 1785, and till 1796 ·was the only swamp and formed a, tract of valua
bridgecl'ossing the river. ble land whereon shops and mills 

The building of this bridge was a were built which .stood many years 
great achievement. Isaiah rl'homas till destroyed by fire. 
in the lY[asscwhusetts ,,"-py, Feb. 10. Since then several severe freshets 
1785, notices it as follows: " We have occured, noticable among which 
hear from Walpole, State of New was one in May, 181 8, one in Sep 
H ampshire, that 001. Enoch Hale t ern bel', 1828, another in February, 
hath erect ed a bridge acl'OSS Oon- 1839, when much damage was done· 
necticut river on the Cheat Falls, to mills and bridges. At this time 
at his own expense. This bridge is a bridge o,er the Oonnecticut, at 
thought to exceed any ever built in Oharlestown was carried away and 
America in strength, beauty and came down the river in t,ro parts, 
publicn tility. This bridge is 360 the largest l)art swe1)t majestically 
feet in length and about 60 feet l over the dam and rapid s. In 1841 
above high ·water mark. th ere was another destr].1Ctive fresh

Hale's bridge, as it was called, et. The guard gates of the canal 
was 365 feet long, and was sup- were not equal to th e pressure, and 
ported in the middle by a pier built gave way, letting a volume of water 
on the large rock which divides the through that made a breach in the 
channel into two streams at high canal that soon extended fro m 15 to 
water. :From the brid ge an inter- 100 feet in width. The qu antity of 
esting view of the falls was had. earth moved, was estimated at 7000 
The falls were then regarded as cubic yards, and the dam age to the 
presenting "one of the most stu- canal and locks at $3000. The 
pendous spectacles i.n nature." At whole rise of water in the eddy be
that time the scene was much wilder low the falls was 22~ feet. In April, 
than now. Large trees covered the 1862, was a freshet which threw 
banks to the water's edge-':'the v01- this and all previously re~orded 
umeof water was greater than now freshets completely in the shade. 
and more rapid. The Great Falls The water roseto a point higher 
as well as the bridge attracted much than it was ever known to reach be
attention from the traveling public, fore. Great alarm prevailed con
and travelers made it a point to stop cerning the safety of many places in '
and examine the wonrlers of the and about the village of Bellows 
place. . . Falls. 

After long-continued rains, and . , . 
when the snow melts suddenly in ITHE GREAT FRESHET OF OCT 3, 18ti9. 
the spring, the river rises very rap- The dam age done to the town was 
idly and often to a great height. almost beyond compute. At Bar
Freshets occur yearly, and are !)ome- tonsville the WilIiams river overflow
times so extensive. that great dam- ed its banks and made a short cut 
age is done. accross a bow,sweeping away the 

About 1797 there was a great highway, portions of the railroad. 
freshet which carried away the uP-, track, the depot and several dwell
per locks and did mu ch damage. I ings. Bridges were lifted from 
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their foundations and swept down 
the stl~eam. The water inundated 
the meadows and carried away . a: 
great many fields ofcorn. Saxton's 
river rose with a sudden fi erceness 
that was terribly destructive to prop
erty. The viUageof Saxton's River 
suffered severely, the damage . done 
to that place being estimated at 
$75,000. A wool-pulling establish
ment, belonging to L. O. Hubbard, 
was carried away, with all its contents. 
Mr. Hubbard's loss was estimated at 
about $15,000. Messrs. J. A. Farns
werth, J. F. Alexander, and Benja
min Scofield lost heavily. A fine 
meadow farm a short distance below 
the village, belonging to a young 
man named Barber, was damaged to 
the amount of $5000. 'The river left 
its channel and cut a new one the 
entire length of the meadow. 

It was one of the most remarkable 
floods of the present century. A 
large number of lives were lost. 

TOWN REPRESENTATION AND TOWN 

CLERKS. 

The State of Vermont began to 
legislate for the people in 1778. The 
General Assembly held its first ses
sion at Windsor, commencing March 
12, and continuing 15 days. The 
first Assembly passed a few tempo
rary laws but we find no record of 
them. They resolved, however, 
(( that the plain word of God, as con
tained in the Scriptures, to be the 
law of the land." 

Rockingham sent as delegates to 
this convention two men of consid
ei'able influence, J ona. Webb and 
Reuben Jones. 

The following persons have repre
sen ted this town in the General As
sembly, and we add with them the 
names of the several town clerks. 

Benjamin Bellows was clerk for 
the town proprietors from 1752 to 
1760, when Joshua W ebb was chosen 
fii'st town clerk. H e held the office 
one year, when Moses Wright was 
elected. From 1779 to 1788 the 
town sent two representatives, since 
which tim e it has sent but one. 

Yrs. . Representatives. 

1779. Joshua -Webb, 
Reuben Jones. 

1780. Joshua Webb, . 
Reuben Jones. 

1781. Joshua W ebb,. 

Town Clerks. 

W illiam Simonds. 

W illiam Simonds. 
. 

Will iam Simonds. 
ColbUl'n Preston. 

1782. Joshua Webb, Williain Simonds. 
Elias Olcott. 

1783. Joshua W ebb, . William Simonds. 
John Roundy. 

1784 .. Oliver Lovell, 
John Roundy. 

1785. J ehiilJ Webb, · 
J ohn Roundy. 

1786. J ehial Webb, 
J ohn Roundy. 

1787. J ehial Webb, 
J ohn Roundy. 

1788. Jona. Holton. 
1789. [Samuel Cutler. 
1790. J ehial W ebb. 
1791. Samuel Cutler. 

Jehial W ebb. 

J ehial Webb. 
. 

Elijah Knights. 

Elijah Xnights. 

Jona. Holton. 
Jehial Webb. 
J ehial Webb. 
JeLial Webb. 

1792. 
1793. 
1794. 
1795. 
1796. 
1797. 
1798. 
1799. 
1800. 
1801. 
1802. 
180a. 
1804. 
1805. 
1806. 
1807. 
1808. 
1809. 
1810. 
1811. 
1812. 
1813. 
1814. 
1815. 
1816. 
1817. 
1818. 
1819. 
1820. 
1821. 
1822. 
1825. 
1824. 
1825. 
1826. 
1827. 
182S. 
1829. 
1830. 
1831. 
1832. 
1833. 
1834. 
1835. 
1836. 

Da'd. Sanderson.Jehial Webb. 
Da'd. Sand erson.Jebial Webb. 
Da'd. Sanderson.Jebial Webb. 
Samuel Cutler. J ehial Webb. 
Samuel Cutler. Jonathan Burt. 
Samuel Cutler. Jonatban Burt . 
Samuel Cutler. Jonathan Burt. 
Samuel Cutler. Jonathan Burt. 
Samuel Cutler. Jonathan Burt. 
Da'd. Sanderson.Jonathan Burt. 
Daniel :Ferrand. Jonathan Burt. 
Levi Sabin . Jonathan Burt. 
Alex. Campbell. Jonathan Burt. 
Elijah Knight. Jonathan Burt. 
Alex. Campbell. Jonathan Burt. 
Alex _Campbell. Jonatban Burt. 
Alex. Campbell. Jonathan Burt. 
Elijah Knight. Jonathan Burt. 
David Campbell.Jonatban Burt. 
David Campbell .Jonathan Burt. 
Henry Lake: Jonathan Burt. 
Joseph Weed. Jo~eph Weed. 
Henry Lake. J oseph Weed. 
Benj. Smith. Joseph Weed. 
Benj. Smith. Joseph Weed. 
Peter Willard . Joseph Weed . 
A. S. Cm;npbeU. Joseph Weed. 
A. S. Campbell. ,Joseph Weed . 
Henry Lake, jr. Joseph ·Weed. 
Henry Lake, jr. Russel Burke. 
Eleazer Allbee. L. W. Hubbard. ,Eleazer Allbee. A . S. Campbell. 
Benj. Smith, jr. A. S. Campbell. 
Benj. Smith, jr. A . S. Campbell. 
W illiam Hall. A. S. Campbell. 
William Hall. A . S . Campbell. 
A. S. Campbell. A. S. Campbell. 
Manasseh Divoll.A. S. Campbell. 
Manesseh Divoll.A. S. Campbell. 
A. S. Campbell. A. S. Campbell. 
N. B. Roundy. A. S. Campbell . 
N. B. Roundy . A. S. Campbell. 
William Henry . A. S . Campbell. 
William H enry. A . S. Campbell . 
Manasseh Divoll. A. S. Campbell. 
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YrB. 

18.37 
183S. 
1839. 
1840. 
1841. 
1842. 
1843. 
1844. 
1845. 
1846. 
1847. 
1848. 
1849. 
1850. 
1851. 
1852. 
1853. 

Representatives. Town Clerks. 

John Seaver. A. S. Campbell. 
Asa Wentworth. A. S. Campbell. 
ABa Wentworth. A. S. Campbell. 
ABa Wentworth. A. S. Campbell. 
Sam. L. Billings. A. S. Campbell. 
J. S. Fullerton. A. S. Campbell. 
No choice. A. S. Campbell. 
Henry Walker. A. S. Campbell. 
Daniel Kellogg. Sam'l. L. Billings. 
Royal Earle. James Willard. 
Benj. Smith, jr. James Willard. 
A.Wentworth,jrJames Willard. 
A. Wentworth. S. L. Billings. 
Russel Hyde. S. L. Billings. 
Russel Hyde. S. L. Billings. 
H. E. Stoughton.A. S. Campbell. 
Q. M. Dorand. A. S. Campbell. 

Yrs. Representatives. Town Clerks. 


1854. Q. M. Dorand. A. S. Campbell. 

1855. A.Wentworth,jrA. S. Campbell. 

1856. A. Wentworth. A. S. Campbell. 

1857. J. D. Bridgman. A. S. Campbell. 

1858. J. D. Bridgman. A. S. Campbell. 

1859. Fr'klin Severens.A. S. Campbell. 

1860. Fr'klin Severens.A. S. Campbell. 

1861. Fr'klinSeverens.A. S. Campbell. 

1862. Fr'klin Severens.A. S. Campbell. 

1863. Fr'klin Severens.A. S. Campbell. 

1864. Fr'klinSeverens.A. S. Campbell. 

1865. Fr'klinSeverens.A. S. Campbell 

1866. William H. Johnson. 

1867. William H. Johnson. 

1868. Josiah G. Divoll. 

1869. Josiah G. Divoll. 

1890. J. H. Williams. 
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ROCKI NGHAM.-Continued. 

BY B. H. ALLBEE. 

Geologically, Rockingham is well into the Merrimac valley beyond. 
worth the attention of the most At that time there was a lake above 
learned in that science. Many of the present falls 800 feet deep, or as . 
the characteristics in this respect deep as Mt. Kilburn is high. Grad
are strongly marked. The rocks Iually the rocky barrier was worn 
are mostly azoic, and the principal away and the succession of terraces 
veins are gneiss, what Prof. Hitch- marks the various levels of the lake 
cock called the Green Mountain as the waters settled from year to 
gneiss, calciferous mica schist, clay year. . 
slate, and talcose schist, distributed These terraces are objects of com
in parallel ranges extending from Imon observation to all who visit the 
north to south and extending from ! town, and extend not only along 

~ west to east, in the order named, Oonnecticut river, but alongside 
varying in width from . one to three Williams and Saxton's river. Be
miles. What is known as the fourth tween Williams and Oonnecticut 

geological section of Vermont be- rivers there is a clearly defined sea 

gins at Bellows Falls, and many ex- beach. This beach is now 700 feet 

cellent specimens have been placed above the level of the ocean. 

in the State cabinet from here. 

Twenty varieties of minerals are CAMBRIDGEPORT. 


found, some very rare and beauti- This is a post village situated on 

ful. Saxton's river, three miles west of 


Great changes have taken place in Saxton's River, containing about 
the Oonnecticut valley in past ages twenty dwellings, one church, stores 
and at Bellows Falls is seen the re- and a soapstone manufactory and 
mains of the cause which led to the other necessary shops. It was 
last great change in the valley named from J. T. Oambridge, who 
above. The conclusion is that the began the clothiers business there in 
Oonnecticut valley is the product of lS25, and was named by Esquire 
erosion, extending over millions of Reed, then living in Saxton's River. 
years probably, and that the surface, The first settlement of Oambridge
if not the bed of the lake, which port was in 1792. A Mr. Adams 
formerly filled the present valley, went from the settlement at Sax
was once as high as Ascutney moun- ton's River, making his way by 
tain, and the only possible outlet marked trees, to what is now Cam
for this vast body of water was at bridgeport and built a hut, moving 
Union, a mountain town of New his family there in the same year. 
Hampshire, which has a water-worn He was dissatisfied, or other causes 
gorge through which the waters of conspired to cause him to repent of 
Oonnecticut river once flowed over his undertaking, for he remained 
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only a, short time, and no other c~nvened ther~ for public worship. 
attempts at settlement were made Smce the commg of the railroad 
for som,e ye~rs. Men by the name the village, though only half a mil~ 
of Bulhng, m .1810, ,?ought a tract from the station, has declined in
()! 1000 acres~ mcludmg the, present importance and the business mainly 
sIte of the VIllage" on whlCh they goes to other and larger places. 
erected some mIlls. I n 1812 1 
N atha~iel Bennett bough t the mills BARTONSVILLE 
and bUllt two dwelling houses and , 
in 1814 Simeon Evans opened the I~ a small p~st village on Williams 
first store. The same year the first nV,er and m the extreme north
road was laid out, running east of western part of the town. It is lit
the p~ese?t factory pond and over tie ~ore than a ~amlet no:v, though 
the lulls mto Grafton. The same prevIOus ~o 1869 It was an Important 
Mr. Evans built a tavern. He died and growmgmaTlUfacturing centre. 
in ,181\1. As before stated Mr. It was named from Jerry Barton, 
Cambridge began the clothiers' trade I ?ne of !he ~rst settlers in that local
in 1825, but soori afterfuedestroyed lty. Now Ithasa railroad station, 
the mills with a quantity of cloth. post and express ~ffices, one or two 
In 1838, the present Union church small. mannfac~orles and 20 to 30 
~as bu!lt ~nd th~ Methodists, Bap- ~\I:llm!Ss. ~.t IS a busy place, and 
t~sts, .Olllversahsts and COllgrega
tlOnahsts took turns in supplying 
preaching. Thesame year, afactory 
was erected by Royal Earl, John 
Campbell, Josiah Stoddard and Ros
wel.l Minard. This company work
ed It a few years, when it fell into 
the hands of Ithamer Balls, he sold 

IS llch m agll cultl~ral resources.. 
Its mannfactunng was growmg, 

up to October, 1869, but the flood of 
that year stopp.ed the growth of the 
place.. There IS one school, but no 
esta?hshed church, though l'el.igious 
servwes are frequently held , m the 
school house by clergymen from dif

it to George Perry, Benjamin 8cho- ferellt parts of the town. 
field and others. It was burned in 
1860: but was immediately rebuilt BROCKWAY'S 'MILLS 

and It was finally burned, never to . 
be rebuilt. A man by the f ' I~ a hamlet locat~d on \' illiams 
Cochran was the first black~~~~ fn 

. 
8 a Mr., MItchell 1 19, and hatter, 

came the $ame year- a man by th~ 
n~me of Howard op~ned a law office 
there in 1840, but soon died. 

, RO CKINGHAM . 

Rockingham is a post village in 
-the centre of the town, on a branch 
{)f Williams river. ,It was formerly 
quite a business center. It has a 
Congregational chUl:ch,built in 1787, 
the oldest in town and with thepos
sible exception of one or two,is the 
oldest in Vermont. 'Inside, the old 
fashioned pews, the high pulpit with 
suspended sounding board and the 
gallery on three sides. The village 
derives its chief interest from the 
fact that , it contained the town' 
hbtlse and in earTy times the people 

nver !:>etween Rockmgham and Bar-
tonsvIlle.

Th ' .. 
e. wate~ J?ower ;s furmshed by 

a fall In "yIlhams n,er of 20 feet 
or. more, WIth a gorge below. The
mIlls a few years ago manufactured 
wood buttons and the bell-shaped 
orname'nts which were japanned 
and had , the appeararice of jet. 
When the , work , was begun there 
was' only one other shop ,like it in 
,the United States. 

The first Census ' of Rockingham 
was taken in 1771 and the popula
tion then numbered 225, 50 of 
whom ' Were married and heads of 
families. ,'rhe emimeratlon was as 
follows: 48 white males under 16 
years of age; 62' .over 16; 4 over 
60; 52 white females under 16; 57 
over 16 ; one colored male and one 
colored female. From that year 

http:stopp.ed
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forward the population increased Iwhen Elias Olcott came f~om Bolton, 
rapidly, and in 20 years, 1791, ha.d Oonn,., at th~ age of 19 ye~rs. He 
increased to 1235, and in 1890 It marned SybIl Dutton who dIed Aug. 
was over 5000, ' 2?, 1802, ~ged 75 years., Mr. O!~ott 

Joshua Webb and Reuben Jones dIed Oct. ,29, 179~. HIS son, ElIas, 
were the first delegates from Rock- ~as born m Roc~lDgham and mar
ingham to the first general assembly ned Fanny ~astI.ngsof _Oharlesto,~n, 
of Vermont which comened at N. H., he dIed 111 1804, aged 84. 
Windsor, Ma~'ch 12, 1778. Elias, a son of Elias, jr" was bor!! 

in town and married Oharlotte DI
DR. ltuEBEN JONES Ivoll of this town, who died Apr, 7, 

1858. Oscar D., a son, lives on At
was one of the early set~lers of kinson Street in Bellows Falls and 
Rockingham ~~d for some tIme w~s is prominent in town affairs. He is 
the only phYSICIan and surgeon m , now treasurer of the town and enjoys 
town. The doctor ' was a ' man of the wealth that has accumulated 
extreme patriotism and a pronoul1- through successive o'e:merations of 
ced whig. He was ~lerk of the Olcotts. 'fhe farm con which the 
meeting held at ~estmlllster, Apr. I·first Olcott settled, still remains in 
11, 1~75, to "de~Ise m~an~ to,;'eslst Ithe family, h~ving neverpassed from 
the progress of OpPIeSSlOn, . In their hands Slllce 1763. 
company with Joshna Webb he was I . 
a dBlegate to the Dorset convention . EBENEZER ALLBEE 

of Sept. 25, 1776, and, for tlll'~e 1 was the original of a vast f~mily of 
years represented Roekmgham, 1ll Allbees who sprang from thIS town. 
the g'eneral assembly: At th~ tIme He was born in Massell1~setts and 
of the court troubles III Westllllllster, carne to Rockingham prenous to the 
Dr. Jones mounted his horse and revolution, and in the military offi
rode all the way to Dummerston to cers of Windham county are found 
call the people to arms to resist the the names of many Allbees who 
e~lCroachments of t,he party of opp~es- I achieved distinction i~ patriotic ser
Slon. In all questlOns where patnot- vice. Ebenezer marned Rachel Av
ism was in vol~ed. th~ doctor was I ery of Rockingl~am, and, raised ,a 
found on the RIde of hIS country. He family of 10 chIldren. Eblo'nezer s 
was hospitable and generons to ;thc son J olm was born in Rockingham 
-extreme, and used money so lavJsIJ- Feb. 18, 1778, and raised ' a family 
ly that he became deeply loaded of 12 children. Lewis, the fifth tlon, 
with debt and was confined in the now lives in town, and Burton H., a 
debtors prison in 1785. He escaped grandson of Obadiah, thet,hird son, 
and was re-arrested but was finally is also a resident, John dIed at the 
re~cued from the, officers by his age of 58. Samuel, the oldest so~ 
fnends. A short tIme after he re- of John, lived on the old homesteaa 
moved to Ohester; Dr. Outler hav- until his death, which occurred three 
ing arrived in town; and, afterward years ago at the advanced age of 95. 
'represented Chester in the general A daughter of Samuel, Jane, mar
,assembly. In character, he was an ried Oarlton E. Webb, a descendant 
-enthusiast and always warmly advo- of the Webbs who played such an 
cated a~y causp- he e~pol:sed and no important part in early days, Lew
doubt dId much to aId hIS town and is married a granddaughter of Oapt. 
state in 80me of those dark hours Wilham Thayer, Sarah K., and they 
before, during and after th~ ' Revo- now live on the farm upon which 
lution. · . Cast. William Thayer settled when 

. he came from Massachusetts in 1789.ELIAS OLCOTT. . I ' 
. He has accumulated a arge proper-

T~~ n~me ?f Olcott, has . bee~ Ity.. ,Ohild~'en: Leonard, Ann .and 
famIlIar III thIS town Slllce 176.:>, VVJlham PItt. . 
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There was another branch of the 
family founded by Deacon Albee, 
who came from Massachuse:.ts in 
early times and settled on the Wal

' tel' Wiley place. He had a son John, 
who married Sophia Smith, and 
raised a numerous family. The All
bees have always taken a prominent 
part in the affairs of the town, and 
a large number are now settled with
in the borders of the town, compris
ing not only farmers, but lawyers, 
doctors, journalists and merchants. 

JOSHUA WEBB 

was a native of Windham, Conn., 
and came to 'Westminster in 1766. 
In 1767 he removed to the northwest 
part of Rockin~ham and stayed a 
year, after whICh he returned to 
Westminster, where he remained 
until the spring of 1777, and settled 
on the farm which has been in the 
Webb family ever since, six genera
tions having lived upon it. Joshua 
Webb was a remarkable man in 
many :ways. He was the first repre
sentatlve and held that office for 15 
successive years. He married Han
nah Abbe of Windham, Conn., by 

JONATHAN BAR.RY 

was a native of Lynn, Mass., and 
came to Rockingham among the 
first settlers. He bought a large 
tract of land in the southwest cor
ner of the town, which he divided 
equally among his sons, Samuel, 
John, Joel and Asa. Mr. Barry 
was one of the first deacons of the 
old Congregational church. He 
took a conspicuous part in church 
and town affairs. His son John 
married Thankful L. Cone of West
minster. .Joel, born in Rocking
ham, married Hannah, daughter of 
Samuel Ober, and had three child
ren, all of whom are now living, 
Kendall P., in Saxton's River, Mary 
A., in Marlboro, N. H., and Lucius 
M., in "\Vardsboro, Vt. Kendall 
P., who married Clarissa Perry, a 
native of Hancock, N. II., has two 
sons living in this town, Lucius 
P. and Milton P. Milton P. is a 
prominent busi'ness man of Saxton's 
River. 

SA~IUEL OBER 

was born in Jeffrey, N. H., and 
came. to Rockingham in early times 

whom he had 11 children all born crosslDg the Connecticut on a raft 
in Connecticut. He died in this of logs in company with Messrs. 
town April 17,1808, aged 86. His Bellows and Lovell. He first settled 
wife died in 1815, aged 90. His son , near the centre of the town, but af
Calvin came to Rockino-ham with I terward removed to Saxton's River 
him and settled on the bfaI'm with and bought 200 acres of land which 
his father. Ethan B., son of Calvin he occupied while he lived, and died 
was born on the same farm and at the age of 88 years. His son 
spent his life there, dying March 15, Isaac was. b?rn in town and spent 
1872, aged 88 years. He married n:ost of hIS hfe here with the excep
:B'anny Burnham of Chester who bon of a year or more spent at Man
di~d Sept. 24, 1876, aged 79. Three ches~er, .v~, where. he. married 
chIldren, Sarah, Carleton E. and LydIa WIlkms. He dIed m 1859 or 
Emely, have always lived in this 1860. Th e Ober family is well 
town. Carleton is a prominent man 
in , town and is now town officer. 
There are other members of the fam
ily in this town and those immedi
ately around, all of whom are much 
respected. Much of the abilitv of 
the ancestors has been transmitted 
to the descendants. Such families 
-never die out, but are always re
mem bered. 

known and has many influential 
members. 

BRIGADICE BROWN 

came from Cohasset, Mass., and 
was one of the first settlers of 
Springfield, Vt., to which town he 
went on horseback, with his young 
wife, and a party of friends in 1792. 
They camped in the forest while the 

" 

http:Massachuse:.ts




~-----~~"""'--.~.~ ----~. 

ROOKINGHAM. 

company prepared log houses, and 
afterward lived in the wilderness 
and reared a family of children. 
A bel, one of the younger sons, mar
ried Priscilla H,)dgkins of Chester 
and raised a family of ten children, 
one of whom, Amos H., the young
est son, is now a resident of Bellows 
Falls. He was born in Springfield. 
In 1878 he bought, in company with 
his son, a stove and tin business in 
Bellows Falls, which they con
ducted for some Veal's. lVIr. Brown 
haf been bailiff of Bellows Falls cor
poration and has held other impor
tant offices of trust and responfibil
itv. He has two children, Nellie 
and Frank H .. who was at one time 
secretary to ~ Gov. Farnham and 
later was proprietor of the Bellows 
Falls 'Time8. He shared with his 
father in the hardware business, and 
is now one of the proprietors of the 
Waban Paper mills at Oharles Ri vcr, 
Mass. He has a wife Imd one child. 

SAM17EL A20fD m:FlJS GrILD 

were twin brothers born in Dedham, 
Mass.. where married Annie 
and llIarv Hoadlev, sisters, natives 
of New" Hampshire, and in 1?04 
they came to Bellows.Falls e~~aglllg 
in the lumber busIness. I wenty 
years later Samnel was killed while 
at work. His SOIl Samuel, was il, 

paper make:' and set up t,he ~rst 
paper maclllIle ever used In ver
mont. For many years he was a 
foreman in the mills at Bellows 
]'a11s, where he married Roxanna 
Stevens and died at an advanced, 
age. He had several sons and· 

work in the office of the Bellows 
Falls Gazette, published by John 
W. Moore. In June, 1843, in COlll
pany with G. F. Bailey, he pur
chased the Gazette pu blished it 
in company one year, when in 
1844 he purchased Mr. Bailey's 
interest and conducted it alone until 
1846. 

In 1847 he opened a dental office 
in Bellows Falls and practiced his 
profession for 30 years. DmilJg 
these years his work as a lecturer 
aud writer attests to his ability. 
He married Martha J. Glover of 
Ooncord, N. H., Aug. 16,1842, and 
they have a family of six sons and 
two daughters, of whom seven, as 
well as the parents are yet alive. 
Frederick J. IS an artist at Bellows 
Falls, and is makiug himself famous. 
Others are in responsible and lucra
tive positions. 

Dr. Blake was the first man to 
pen a word in favor of the extension 
of the Fitchburg railroad from 
Keene here. It was in an editorial 
published in his paper in 1843, and 
he has lived to see the town entered 
from four different directions, con
necting it with all the great com
mercial centres of New England 
and New York. He has always 
been a student, lllore especially on 
astronomical subjects. At his home 
on Atkinson street in Bellows Falls 
he has an observatory on his house, 
in which is mounted a telescope 
powerful enough to enable one to 
view the more important celestial 
bodies. 

.. 
DANIEL CAMPBELL, ffI. D., 

daughters, of whom George 9· I was born in Westminster, lVIarch 8, 
Guild, who has been a merchant In 1 1820. His father was Edward R. 
Bellows Falls for 30 years, and was .. Oampbcll, The family are directly 
postmaster under Cleveland.. M1:: ! descended from the house of Argyle 
Guild has rccently purchase~ 10 
acres of !and and intends to bUIld a 
paper mIll at an early day. 

e 

DtL SETH )1. BLAKE 

is a SOli of .Joseph and Prudeuce 
Blake and was born in Brookfield, 
Vt., Aug. 21, 1817. In 1839 he 
came to Bellows Falls and began 

in Scotland. Daniel is a relati ve of 
Dr. John Oampbell of Putney and 
Dr. Alexander Oampbell of Rock
ingham. Dr. Campbell was edu
cated in the common schools and at 
the Bmr &; Burton academy at Man
chester, Vt. He spent his. vaca
tions in teaching, to help hIm~elf 
along. At the Vermont McdlCal 
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college at Woodstock and at the i completed his studies and was ad
Pittsfield, Mass., Medical college he mitted to the bar in 1851. About 
obtained his medical education, re- that time Mr. Walker acceptecl a 
ceiving his degree from the latter professorship ill a Detroit, .iYIich., 
place. ]'01' a year or more after his law school, and .Ylr. Bridgman pur
graduation, in 1842, he was demoll- chased his library and continued his 
strator of anatomy at the Berkshire practice. A few years after he was 
.lVledical college, Pittsfield,. froll! married to Sarah, daughter of Wil
which he had just graduated, and ham Oonant of Bellows Falls. In 
was associated in practice with 1857-58 he represented the town in 
Prof. H. H. Ohilds, at that time. the Legislature, and was elected sen
lieutenant-governor of Massachu- ator in 1880. He enlisted in the 16th 
setts. He left Pittsfield and came Vt. Vols., was chosen adjutant but 
to vVestminster, where he married served onlva few months when he 
Julia A. Hall, daughter of Capt. resigned and returned to his law 
Edward HalL They have a family practice. He tlied, April '1, 1887 
of eight children, most of whom are. His partner, G. A. Weston, contiI:
now living. He practiced in West- i nes the busi.ness. 
minster West ten years and then: 
moved to Saxton's River, where he ,JA:lfES HEXRY WIL.LLU!S 
has been in practice 35 years. Some . 
years ago he was ?:i:fel'ed the chair of was I)ol'n III Ohe8ter, Jan. IG, 1813. 
theory and practlce at Dartmouth, In ]1 ebruary, 1834,. he came to Bel
college, but preferred his couutry . lows Falls and entered the employ 
pract!ce. He represented Rocking- i ?f the Bellow.s Falls Bank, remain
ham m the Legislature in 1864-65.' mg there untIl June, 1839, when he 
In 1880 he was defeated for Con- was elected cashier of the bank at 
gress by James M. Tyler of Brattle- Woodstock. That position he held 
boro. until June, 1841,when hewas chosen 

Of his family there are now liv- cashier of the Oheshire bank at 
ing Flora E., wife of Henry Frost; Keene. In 1847 he was selected as 
Harriet .J., wife of Preston H. Had- cashier of the National bank of Bel
ley, cashier of the Bellows Falls lows Palls, succeeding Hon. William 
National bank; Olara 0., wife of Henry, who was elected to Oongress 
George R. Wales, proprietor of one that year. In 1812, lVIr. \Villiams 
of the leading dry goods houses of: was elected president of the bank, 
Bellows Falls, and Edward R., who holding the position up to his death, 
follows his father's profes,don at Aug. 13, 1881. In 1847 he was 
Bellows Falls. Two children died mainly instrumental in the forma
young and two are at home in Sax- tion of tlle Bellows };'alls Savings iu
ton's Ri.ver. Dr. Oampbell has made stitution, of which he was treasurer 
a reputation which few physicians for many years. He was instrument
in the country are able to aUain. al in founding the Episcopal school, 

St. Agnes' Halls, and in the erection 
HON. JABEZ DELANO BRIDG:lIAN of U~lion and. Oentennial blocks. At 

the tIme of IllS death he was an offi
was born in Grafton, June 10, 1828, cer in every railroad company wh08e 
and was a son of Dr. B. H. Bridg- Jines run into Bellows Falls, and had 
man. He received an academic ed- been a director in the Rutland rail
ucation, and when 20 veal'S old en- road from bhe formation of the C0111

tered the office of O. f. Walker and pany in 184'7. 
George B. Kellogg of Saxton's River, His son, James H., is now presi
as a law student, and when one year dent of the bank, and prominently 
later Walker & Kellogg dissolved identified with the Episcopa.l church, 
partnership, he accompanied Mr. i and to his late wife is due the beau
Walker to Bellows Falls, where he i tiful chapel and parish honse of Im
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manuel church. She gave the money 
for its erection and furnishing, but 
lived only a short time after its ded
ication. }Ir. Williams is an oflicer 
in a number of railroad companies 
and a member of the State 
ture. 

Another son, John H., is secreta
ry of the Bellows Falls Savings in
stitution. He has been elected a di
rector in the Vermont Valley Rail
road company. " 

HOX. A. N. SWAIN 

He considers it the most important 
appointment of his life. 

In 1872 Mr. Swain represented 
this town in the Legislature and 
again in ISlv.. In 1888 he was 
elected to the State Senate and serv
ed one term. He was appointed on 
the Normal School educational com
mittee. He is now enjoying the 
well eamed fruits of his labors, in 
his pleasant home on Westminster 
Street in Bellows Falls. There he 
and his excellent wife are spending 
their life's decline in peace and en
joyment. JUl'. Swain is a justice .of 
the peace, which makes hmi pohce 

was born in Reading, Vt., July tustice of Bellows Falls. He is presi
12, 1828, aud wheu 19 years old dent of the Rockingham Free Library 
went into the Journal office at association. He is a living example. 
Windsor to learn the printer's trade. of the prizes which can be won in 
After serving his apprenticeship,,Iw country journalism. Mr.. Swain is 
went to Brattleboro where he resld- entitled to the comfort he IS now en
ed over two :rears. In 1856 he mar- joying. 
ried Susan W. Putnam, and came 
to Bellows Falls and began the p11 b

MILITAHY.lication of the Bello~fJS Fall8 1'imes, 
of which he was editor a~d p1'opr1e- In Revolutionary times Rocking
tor 33 years, selling out l1l Septem- ham was a strong Whig town and 
bcr, 1888 to Frank H. Brown. ?Il'. very decided opposition to the '1'ories 
Swain was an able newspaper WrIter was manifested, and the I eople of 
and al ways stood for what was .be~t the town were among the first to 1'e
and trnest in men and party prmcl- sist the king's officers. The Rock
pIes. All ~hrough the dark homs Ingham militia, composed of 40 men 
before, dnrmg and after the war, or over, commanded by Cal)t. 
the Bellow8 Fa,zts Times spo~e fear- Stephen Sargent, aided in dl:iving 
lessly for the nght. Its edltor be- the British from the '" estmmster 
came the leader of the better P!lrt eomt house the 13th day of ..March, 
of the population and his reputatlOn 1775 when the Revolutionary war 
as a fearless exponent of principles really opened. Philip Safford, a 
extended far beyond the confines lien tenant in the company, fought 
of his town and the utterances of bravely while surrounded by Tories 
the 1'imes were quoted far and near. and though badly wounded by 
Swain of the 1 lime8; ..McIndoe of the Sheriff Patterson's sword, it is said 
l7ermont Journal; Stone of the St. that he "knocked down ten of his 

John8bury Caledonian and Greene adversaries with his bludgeon, mak
of the Wood8tock Standa?'d! What ina aood his escape and daring the 
a quartette of noble workers in the whofe pOHse of King Geor~e to fight 
eause of truth and right. Today the Rockingham militia.' A eom
only Mr. Swain is left, but the works mittee of inspection consisting of 
of all live after them. Moses Wright, Joseph Wood.• Wil-

In 1870 he was a member Ham Simonds, Oliver Lovell and 
of the constitutional eonvention, Ebenezer Fullerwere chosen in July, 
and met as colleagues, such men as 177?, and .a~ the sa~e time the fol
Han. Edward J. Phelps and others lowmg nllhtary officers were .ap
of almost similar prominence, in 1'e-. pointed: !oseph vyood, eaptam; 
vising the constitution of the State. ICharles RlChard, heutenant; and 
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Isaac Stowell, ensign. '1'he meet-I founel, but not so many as in the 
ing of the committee was held at. Revolution. One Teason probably 
Jehiel Webb's house, and voted" to. was, that there were more"men and 
deal summarily with all who should the war was so short fewer were 
speak "the common eause." needed, comparatively. A few sol
r1'his committee was dismissed sev- diers of that war are probably buried 
eral times and as often chosen again, in some of our ehnrchyards, but 
indicating that there must nave none are left to tell the tale now 
been much opposition to its exist- inside the limits of the town. 
ence or its actions, or both. I When the battle cry was again 

'1'he loyalty of the mass of the Isounded in 1861, the men of Rock
people never was questioned, how-" ingham responded nobly. In eom
ever, and in 1777 a meeting was held' mon with every town in the State 
to consider means for levying men the insult to the flag stirred their 
to fill Col. Warner's regiment, or to hearts and sent a wave of patriotism 
raise money for that purpose. It over the town, which culminated in 
was voted, however, "to do our a meeting, April 24, 1861, at which 
equal proportlOn in maintaining and among others, the following reaoIn
supporting the just canse of Amer- tion was adopted: 
ica." Thus was the town ranged on I( Resolved.. That we, citizens of 
the side of the struggling federation Bellows here in meeting as-
of States and east its lot with the sembled, do to eYor}' patriot 
whole State in aiding to carryon of Bellows who will volunteer 
the war. Another meeting was held to defend our country from assaults 
June 23, and the tOWll decided to of rebels, that we will see that his 
receive ammunition consisting of wants and the wants of his family 
powder, bullets and flints, of the while he is engaged iu the service of 
committee, sent from the State of his country are supplied." 
New York. Up to this meeting the The exertions in money for 
names of 55 men are found who had bounties, enlisting troops, private 
taken the oath of allegiance. The subscriptions, and the aid of the 
names of 20 are recorded as having women, will compare with that for 
marched to Ticonderoga and 22 dozens of other Vermont towns. 
marched to Manchester, some pl'ob- Under the spirit an impulse of the 
ably being present at the battle of resolution quoted, the town furnished 
Bennington. The records do not 269 men, among whom 39 were sub
show how extensive may have been stitutes, and 32 citizens paid com
other soldiers from this town during mutation fees. The details of those 
the Revolution, but, inasmuch as dark days, when the stability of the 
loyal men everywhere gave up every Union wavered in the balance, are 
other consideration to fight for the the same as for every town. Hope, 
independence of the nation, it is fear, doubt, hung alteIllately over 
probable that many a sanguinary the hearts of the people, until the 
Revolutionary battlefield saw some: final stand at Appomattox Comt 
of Rockingham's sturdy sons. 

"Whatever may have been the state arms forever. '1'hen the 
of feeliug in the war of 1812, no I ham boys came 
record appears that the town took and settled on the farms, or went 
any particular part in that period of into the workshop once more. From" 
fighting. Indeed, the war of 1812 that time on the history of the town 
was so much a war on the water has been one of peace. 
that there may have been no call for 'rhe most conspicuous soldier de
any special display of patriotism on veloped by the rebellion was Gen. 
the part of Rockingham men. Lewis A. Grant, now assistant secre-

In the J\{cxican war a few are tary of war. He was an attorney in 

House, and Lee's army laid down its 

« marching home 
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Bellows Falls about war times, but Ilant and brave bared their breasts to 
rose in the serviee to be a brigadier. the storm, but General Grant was 
general, and commanded the Old Ithe greatest among men who were 
Vermont Brigade, whieh became so Iall great. 
famous in fight. Others just as gal
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BELLOWS FALLS. 

By B. H. ALLBEE. 

BELLOWS FALLS. 

Bellows Falls has no separate his
tory such as most villages have. In 
the light of history the village is a 
lmrt of the town, and its records are 
a part of the records of the town. It 
has been impossible to separate the 
two so as to· make a clear sketch 
which should contain only Bellows 
Falls history. Rockingham, the 
towllship, is one of the best situated 
in Vermont. The fAllls in the river 
at this point make a water power 
hard to be equaled, and the junction 
of the two valleys afford the oppor
tunity for railroad development 
which has been taken advantage of 
in the past two decades. 

'1'he early settlers were from Mass
achusetts, and began work in the 
town of Rockingham as early as 1753, 
and it is supposed that their first 
work was done not far from the 
present site of Be1lows Falls village. 
The records have the deeds recorded 
near the village at an'early date. 

CHURCHES. 

to 1810. Up to 1816 the meetings 
were held in the centre of the town, 
but March 20, 1816, a meeting was 
held to "Devise means to 1)1'ocnre 
funds for a church building." A 
committee composed of Dr. Cutler, 
Edward H. Oampbell, and William 
Atkinson weTe appointed, and from 
that time the society has been lo
cated in the village. January 15, 
1817, the church was named Imman
nel church, and Rev. George T. 
Ohapman invited to become its pas
tor, and a church building' was erect
ed. July 1, 1863, it was decided to 
build a new church, and plans and 
specifications for a Gothic church of 
stone to seat about 500 were obtained 
and work begl111. December 25, 
1867, the new church was opened 
for service for the first time. Dl1l'
ing the winter of 1890 the parish 
house and Schou1er Memorial chap
el, given by}1rs. James H. Williams, 
was dedicated, and now the church 
has buildings and grounds valued at 
nearly $75,000. 

The Methodist Episcopal church 
was organizt:>d in 1836 by Rev. Eli

'1'he first church organized within! jah Mason, the first pastor. It con
the limits of Bellows Falls was Im-· sisted then of 42 members, including 
manuel Episcopal church, founded; persons from Rockingham and Bel
by Dr. Samuel Cutler and 17 others, flows Falls. They built their elmrch 
in 1798. For many years the society the same year, but it was remodeled 
~et for worship with only the se1:- in 1~81. It will now seat 400 people 
VICes of a lay reader, and no record and IS valued at $10,000. The soci
of any appears l)revions ety has a beqnest of $1500. 
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St. Charles Roman Catholic umes on current topics and miscel
church was organized in 1857, with laneous BUbjects, free to the people 
100 memhers. Rev. Charles O'Reillv ,of the· town. It was founded bv 
was the first pastor. They have 'it I voluntary work in different direc.
beautifiul churoh edifice and a mem- tions, and now the town makes an 
bership of 800 01' more. Rev. Ed- annual appropriation for the benefit 
ward Reynolds is the present pastor. of the library, considering it a ne-

The First U ni versalist parish of cessity. 
Bellows Falls was organized in J an
nary, 1879, by Rev. J. H . .B'arns- .B USIN:ESS EKTERPRISES. 
worth. The growth of the society ... ~. 
has been rapid and it now numbers 13usmcss 18 w~la~ has b.mlt up ~el
upwards of 100 members. The 80- ~ows Falls a~d l~ IS bn811~ess whleh 
cietv owns a beautiful house of wor- : IS now sendmg It ahea~ III g~,owth 
ship. :faster than most towns 1Il the I:5t~te. 

I It has unsurpassed transportatIOIl 
SCHOOLS. ' facilities. The Connecticut River 

1\ railroad gives it an ontlet to New 
Bellows Falls early a~kIlowledged York and the manufactnring cities 

the need of schools. It IS not known sonth of us ill :Massachnsetts. This 
.just where the first school house was road conne(;ts at Windwr ,lith the 
located, nor wh~n founded, bnt it is Central Vermont which allows quick 
safe to sa.)' that It was not long after and easy pasI:'age from the West. 
the town Itself was founded. l'l1ere The Cheshire division of the Fitch
is now:> graded s.ohoo1 with a high i burg is the outlet to Boston, distant 
schoo~ l,n connectlO~;. where one n:~y Ionly 114 milos. ~ortlnvar~, over 
fit for college or bU"llles~..The HI:: I the Rutland road,I8 the tnbut31'y 
lage has ~hree school bmldmgs !incl i oountl'y of Vermont. 

a fourth m the pro(;ess of erectIOn, I Paper of various sorts is tho great 

and employs 17 teachers. 

NEWSPAPERS. 

Bellows Falls has a number of 
newspapers. Years ago there was 
the old Bellows Falls Intelligeneer, 
and afterwards the Bellows Falls 
Argus, and contemporary with that 
for, at least a portion of the time, 
the Gazette, published by John W. 
Moore. The Argus was published 
by Hiram Atkins, who afterwards 
founded the Argus and Patriot at 
JHontpe1ier. In 1856, A. N. Swain 
founded the Bellows eValls Times. 
Since then it has been the only 
paper. Some years ago a rival was 
started but lived only a short time. 
The Times has taken a new lease of 
life nnder new management and is 
in a fair way to become as snccessful 
as any in the State. 

LIBRARY 
. . 

Thel"6 is an excellent town library 
containing 4500 well selected vo1

manufacture. It is the one great 
industry. The Fall Monntain Pa
per Coillpany is the largest in the 
world. The company controls im
mense interests here. Other im
portant firms are John T. :Mool'e & 
Sons. manufacturers of manillas; 
\Vvl11an Flint & SOIlS, manillas: 
J olm Robertson & Son, tissnes, ami 
others manufactlll'ing variolls grades 
of differellt papers. In all about 
1000 men are employed and the 
yearly output is nearly, if not quite, 
100,000 tons. 

The Vermont :Farm Machine 
Company is the largest manufac
turers of clairy machinery in the 
world. They own the patents for 
the famous Cooley ereamer and the 
machines are all [nade here. They 
employ a good limber of lJands. 
C. 'V. Osgood &. Son have a large 
paper-making machine foundry and 
machine shop so that they can turn 
out n. complete maohine. They 
will oocupY their new lmilding soon 
which is 160 feet long and 60 ft'f't 



I 
i 

512 

l 

VERMONT HISTORIOAL MAGAZINE. 

wide. They employ about 100 
hands. These are the principal 
manufactories. 

The village,has been built up be
cause of the Immense power of the 
riYer here, which falls 60 feet iu a 
distance of compftratiYely a few 
rods--less than half a mile. That 
power is not yet one-half utilized, 

SOOIAL CLUBS. 

Mr. Washburn, the seminary 
prosperous. Mr. Colby was 
third principal. '1'he fourth was I"" 
F. Ward, who cotinued the school 
from 184'( to 1852. His assistants 
were :Jliss :Y1arion Ward, yEss Jane 
Smith, .ahs. Butterfield of Grafton, 
Miss Fanny Arnold, and Mrs. E. )L 
Ward. 

Rev. J. M. Wilmarth next snc
ceeded as principal, a man noted for 
his missionary efforts in Europe, for 

The Y onng :Men's Institute, cou-I his critical scholarship, especially in 
nected with the Oongregati<mal . the French literature, and as a di
church, is a sort of social club which yine rather than as a teacher. Dur
has a reading room in the vestry of· ing the next three years the Semi
the church and through the win tel' . nary was in charge of Rev. W. N. 
months has wtekly meetings with. Wilbur, and enjoyed a high degree 
lectures or talks on different sub- of prosperity. Afterwards it was 
jects of interest. There il!l ft flour-· taught by Mr. Frost, by M. D. L. 
iehing lodge of Masons, both camp Collester, now a professor in a col
and canton of Odd Fellows, Golden lege in Minnesota, and by D. L. AI
Cross, Red Men, G. A. W. R. C., 
8. of V., and other social and 
fraternal orders having a large 
membership. Beside these there 
are purely social clubs. 

SAXON RIyER SEMINARY. 

For the following sketch the 
writer is indebted to professor L. l<". 
Ward of Westminster. 

This i:leminary was started in 1842, 
and was furnished with a handsome 
and couvenient buildiug by the citi
zens of the place, among whom Dr. 
R. A. Severance, Joseph Leach, Hon. 
Daniel Kellogg, George Perry, 
Pletcher Perry, Hon. Dayid Ohand
leI', were early and liberal in their 
donations. 

Rey. D. H. was the first 
principal, charge some 
two years. . :Jfiss }largaret )fann, 
:rvfiss Howlett, and Miss Ellen Greg
ory were the preceptresses during 
the same time. 

Reuben Hubbard Washburn, the 
second principal, also remai.ned two 
years. Miss Gertrude Hyde, now 
.1\11'8. ~. S. Sharp, Miss Sarah War
ren of Ludlow, )fiss Whittlesey, and 
Lucien Shfrman of Dover, were ~Ir. 
Washburn il able assistants. 

Under Rey. D. H. Ranney and 

drich as late as 18UO, since which 
time it has been susp()nded. 

From 1842 to 1854, Hon. Daniel 
Kellogg was president of the bmtrd 
of trustees. 

VERMONT AOADE)lY, SAXTON'S 

RIVER, '<ER)IONT. 

'The first public movement towards 
the establishment of the Vermont 
Academy was made at the annual 
meeting of the Vermont Baptist 
State convention, held at Windsor, 
Nov. 10, 1869, when the following 
resolutions were adopted: 

Resolved: That the time has 
come when the Baptists of Vermont 
should awake to au increased inter
est in the subject of general educa
tion, and should express that inter
est by taking immediate steps to se
cure 'the establishment and adequate 
endow men t of a first-class Literarv 
and Scientific Institute for the edu-
cation of our youth of both sexes. 

A committ'ee of seyen was ap
pointed to take the necessary pre-. 
liminary measures for carrying the 
resol u tion into effect, consisting of 
the Revs. T. II. Archibald, G. S. 
Ohase, W. L. Palmer, ~I. A. Will
cox, S. F. Brown, Hon. R. J. Jones, 
lYilliam M. Pingl'y. 
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BELLOWS FALLS. 

During the ensuing year the com- cipal, George Abner "Williams, A. 
mittee pursued their work with re- ~L, Ph. D. 
newed zeal. At the end of the sec- Number of graduates in 12 years, 
ond year they made their final re- 89 young men, 88 young women. 
port to the meeting of the conven-I Graduates of Vermont Academy 
tion held at Burlington. I have studied or are now studying at 

At this meeting, Oct. 4 and 5, Yale, Brown, Harvard, Amherst, 
1871, a board of trustees was ap- Middlebury, University of Vermont, 
pointed, consisting of eleven per-l Lehigh, Boston University, Wes
sons, among whose duties, as pre- leyan, '"Wellesley, Smith, Vassar, 
scribed by the convention in a re80- Oberlin, University of Michigan, 
lution, were those of establishing Williams, State University of Col
and locating the new institution, of orado, Massachusetts Institute of 
raising an endowment of $100,000, Technology, Dartmouth, Newton 
exclusive of grounds, buildings and Theological Seminary, Law schools 
apparatus, and of securing from the I of Harvard, Boston University, 
General Assembly of the State an Michigan State University, Medical 
act of incorporation. Judge Wm. Schools of Vermont University, Col
1\1:. Pingry of Perkinsville was the lege of Physicians and Surgeons of 
first president of the board and con-" New York. 
tinued in office until his death in I" The students of Vermont Acad
.LVIay,1885. His successor in office emy have come from 18 States and 
was Col. L. K. Fuller of Brattle- territories, and also from Quebec and 
bo1'o, who still continues in said Nova Scotia. 
office. The original purchase of land con-

At the meeting of the convention tained 36 acres, embracing a plateau 
at Brattleboro, Oct. 3, 1872, the about 30 feet above the village to 
board of trustees was increased to the north of it; and a beautiful 
fifteen, and an act of incorporation maple grove. Recently Col. L. K. 
was shortly after passed by the Gen- Fuller, president of the board of 
eral Assembly of the State, which trustees, has purchascd and pre
was approved Nov. 26, 1872. sented to the academy 30 acres of 

Mr. Charles L. Jones of Cam- land lying immediately north of the 
bridge, Mass., It native of Saxtons original purcllase. The buildings 
River, had for some years purposed already erected are, Jones Hall, 
giving a generouB Bum of money for Farnsworth Hall, Fuller Hall and 
the establishment of an academy in Proctor Hall; the Sturtevant House, 
that place; he had invited citizens or the principal's house; this is built 
of the place to join him in the en- of wood, the others are brick build
terprise, and his invitation had been ings. These buildings, as well as 
cordially accepted and a considera- the public rooms, are heated by 
ble sum' of money had alread v been steam, and they are also supplied by 
pledged. ' "pure spring water. ' 

On the 28th of August, following, The location of the school is ex-
the board decided to accept the of- cellent. Saxtons River is four and 
fer aforesaid and to" locate the acad- a half miles west from Bellows Falls, 
emy at Saxtons River. an imllortant railroad junction. 

In a circular issued Sept. 11, 1872, Pecuniary aid is furnished deserv
the board, through a committee, an- ing students from the income of 
nounced that 1Ylr. Jones had 1,1edged seven scholarships of $1000 each, and 
$20,000, citizens of Saxtons River from private benevolence. Some of 
$30,000, and Baptists in other parts the pupils earn a part of their ex
of the State $20,OUO. penses by work. Opportunity for 

In 1876 the school was opened, iself-help will be furnished on the 
with Horace Mann Willard, A. M., I new farm. Tuition is free to the 
for prineipaL He continued in that children of all pastors and of all de
relation for thirteen years, when he ceased pastors of Vermont of what
was succeeded by the present prin~ ever denomination. 
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THEOPHILUS HOlT. Iwoolen factory and began the manu
facture of cassimeres under the firm 

was born in Westmoreland, N. H.,. name of Perry & Co. They 
Peb. 19, lS13, and was the elder of· had marked succes" and in Ji'ebru
the two Ilons of rrheophilus .and an 1857, extended it by fitting up 
Sabrina (Shaw) Hoi~.. He lIved tIle' old mill at Oambridgeport. In 
with his parents, assIstmg on the this venture the original firm asso
farm summers nntil15 years of age, ciated with themsel,es Fletcber 
when he went to Sharon, Vt.~ to Perry and Benjamin Scofield, b:1t 
learn the trade of wo.ol c~rdmg, the death of George Perry m 
cloth shearing and weavmg mgram lS58 caused a dissolution of 
carpets. Such business was thri~- the partnership, which finally 
ing then when everyone spurn .then' resulted in .Mr. Hoit's continuing 
own wool for cloth yarn. "hlle at the business under the firm name of 
Sharon he also learned to mallufac- Farnsworth & Hoit. 'I.'he firm con
ture cassimeres, and in April, 1833, ducted a prosperous business until 
he began work for Faulkner & 001- Auuust, 1866, when feeble health 
onyof Keene, N: H., at that co~pelled ]\lr. Hoit to sell his inter-
period, were qmte wool est to John F. and he has 
carders and cloth dressers. He re- since lived in retirement a quiet 
mained there two years and theu home in Saxtons wbere be 
moved to Saxtons Riyer in .1\1ar~h, has always resided since marriage 
1835, where he manufactured satm- to Mary D. Chandler, daughter of 
cts for J. F. Butler, who failed soon Abel Chandler of Petersham, Mass., 
after. The business was continued, .lUarch 13, 1839. ]VIr. and Mrs. 
however, by Ami Smith, who Hoit have had had two daughteTs; 
formed a partnership with \\ent- Ellen born November ~?8, 1839, 
worth & Bingham, the firm being married to Henry D. Holton, M. D., 
known as tlmith, Wentworth &: :Soyember 19 1862, and Abbv, born 
Bingham. M~. Hoit stayed w~th }Iarch 14, 1845, married to Charles 
these firms until 1836, when, takmg L. Hubbard, June 4, 1867. .1\fr. 
the money he had saved, he started Hoit lJas been a member of the Bap
for the West; then, as now, the tist chnrch for 35 vears. A markcd 
prospective r:oint of al~ who ho.P? to characteristic is comcientiousIless, 
improve thel~ finan.Clal condltIon. which has giyen him the i3tri~t int~g
He worked m ~hwago on the rity noticeable throughout hIS entne 
streets, drove a freIght team, worked business career. His extreme mod
as carpenter,. farm~r, and as c~~rk esty has prevented his acceptance of 
in a store 1Il }~ll:vauk~e. I?e any office of trust, though frequent
Yankee 0ha:acte~'lsbcs ald~d hIm ly urged to do so by his townsmen. 
wonderfully m Ins plucky fight for His beneficence has been liberal but 
fortune. Next he run a. saw mill ~t unostentatious; a few know its 
Niles, Mich., where he mvested h~s extent. He was prominently iden
mo~ey ~n ci~ylots, and. watcl}ed It tified with the ent?rprise which ae
vamsh m 1837. In May of 1838, he cured the locatIOn of Vermont 
returned to Saxt.ons ~iver. and went Acadamy at Saxtons River" i1ontrib
to work for AmI Smlth,1Il the old to its funds at one hme, five 
woolen factory, and stayed until thousand dollars. He is now enjoy
1846, when he began the manufac- ing the decline of life in a pleasant 
ture of .woolen yarn, b~t sold.out home, wbere peacefulness and con
the bus1Iless the followmg sprmg. tent rei un. 
Iu April, 1847, Smith's factory was " 
burned, and the following ~Ia.v the GEORGE PERRY 
property was bought by Mr. Hoit, ... 
George Perry and John A. Farns- was one of eIght chIldren o~ Gates 
worth. They built the present Perry, who moved to Rockmgham 



--I 

..... 

,. 


\ 

. 





------~ 

BELLOWS F ALI;S. 515 

from Antrim, N. H. in 1807. Here Iwas one of the original incorpora
the family lived the life of all New tors of the Bellows Falls Savings 
England farmers, and the children Institution, and at the first election 
learned to work and live useful lives. of the stockholders was elected vice
George Perry was born in Rocking- president of the organization, and 
ham, March 6, 1807. His early life trustee. He was trustee until 1866 
was such as is common to (yery when he resigned because of his elec
farmer's son in New England. He tion as a director in the Bellows 
received the usual amount of educa- :11'alls National Bank. He was a di
tion, snatching it from the usual rector of the old Bellows Falls bank 
round of labor. April 2, 1828, the for many years, or up to its re-in
year that he was 21 he married Han- corporation under the National 
nah Ohandler, daughter of Abel Banking Act, when he was elected 
Ohandler, and they settled on a a director of the new bank as above 
farm, remaining three years. After stated. He held the office up to 
that he moved to Saxtons River, 1879, when he retired because of his 
and in partnership with his brother, great age and infirmities. He was 
Fletcher, began the manufacture of treasurer of the town of Rockingham 
tinware. In 1847 he went in com- from 1846 to 1870, a period of 33 
pany with John A. Farnsworth and years. He was also treasurer of the 
Theophilus Hoit, erecting a large Bellows Falls school district for about 
woolen mill and doin~ an extensive the same length of time. Soon after 
business under the firm name of his removal to Bellows Falls he be
George Perry & 00. He remain- came a vestryman in Immanuel 
ed in the business until he died, church, being first elected in 1839, 
August 22, 1858. The marriage of and he served as a member of the 
Mr. and Mrs. Perry was blessed committee who had in charge the 
with two children, Solon, born N 0- erecting of the pTesent beautiful 
vember 12, 1829, now in business in bllilding. His business career in town 
Boston, and Mary P., born Septem- EO._uended over many years, beginning 
ber 26, 1839, wife of John A. Alex-
antler of Saxtons River. Mr. Perry 
was never a member of a church, 
but always contributed liberally to 
the support of churches. He was 
always much interested in the wel
fare of his town, and especially his 
home village. He was often called 
by his fellow men to fill positions 
of honor and trust, and in 1857 was 
elected State Senator from Windham 
county, and would have been re
elected had not failing health pre
vented a return. 

OOL. ASA WENTWORTH 

was born in Alstead, N. H., April 
4, 1797, and died in Bellows Falls, 
August 7, 1882. He represented 
Alstead in the New Hampshire 
Legislature in 1828-29, and 
1832. After his removal to Bel
lows :Falls he represented Rock
ingham in the Vermont Legislature 
in 1838-39-48-49-52-53-56, and was 
Oounty Senator in 1851-52. He 

in company with his brother Merrick, 
and later his son, under the firm name 
of A. & J. H. vVentworth. He was an 
honored member of the F. & A. M. 
May 1, 1819, he married Lucy War
l'en of Alstead, who died May 26, 
1863. After that he married Oaro
line L. Ohase of Bellows Falls, who 
died ony a few weeks ago. Oolonel 
Wentworth was a man of strong per
sonality and did much for the town 
of his adoption, not only during his 
service in the Legislature, but as a 
faithful and efficient town office. 

BELLOWS FALLS OONGREGATIONAL 
OHUROH. 

The establishment of a Oongrega
tional church is due to the e:fl'orts of 
Mrs. Mary Walker, wife of Judge 
Oharles Walker of Detroit, Mich., 
who moved here from Saxtons 
River in 1848. '1'0 them belongs the 
honor of first moving to establish a 
Oongregational senice, which devel
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oped into the present church. The expediency of taking immediate 
enthusiasm manifested attracted the measures to erect a house for the 
attention of others of thatdenomina- society, appointing a committee of 
tional preference, and they soon had five to draw up plans, limiting the 
assistance in their undertaking. cost to $2,000. The lot was bought 

At the outset, few favored the of Russell Hyde by Mr. Walker for 
building of a house of worship, and I $300. December 3, 1851, a meeting 
a proposition was made to establish I was held in the vestry of the new 
the service in connection with the church, but no record of final com
Methodists, if such an arrangement pletion can be found. The only 
were possible, meeting alternate Sun- intimation is found in the record of 
days here and at Rockingham until ordination of J. G. Wilson, Decem
the growth of the society should bel' 12, 1851, the early prayer being 
warrant the building of a church. characterized as "inLroductory and 
A majority, however, finally favored I dedicatory." 
a building of their own. • The first regular minister was Rev. 

The organization was effected July IJoel R. Arnold from Waterbury, 
23, 1850. C. J. Walker, C. F. Hall, Conn., then living at Westminster 
H. H. Stone, C. F. Pease, A. F. West. There have been 16 pastors 
Gibson, H. Albee, George S. Nor- and stated officers, including the 
cross, and presumably others, met at present, Rev. J. Ellsworth Fullerton, 
Mr. Walker's office and signed their who came here from ~Iassachusett~, 
names to articles of association, ac- and has been with the church about 
cording to the provisions of chapter 14 months. The church has grown, 
81 of the Revised Statutes of Ver- and is now in a very prosperous con
mont, as then existing, to be known dition. The average length of pas
as the" First Congregational Society torate, and stated supplies has been 
of Bellows Falls." These articles about two and one-half years. 
declared the purpose of such associa- . 
tion to be, First:" The support FUTURE OF BELLOWS FALLS. 

of the Gospel and maintenance of The past and present of Bellows 
public worship acoording to the· Falls have been fully touched up. 
policy of the Orthodox Con grega- '1'he development from a mere coun
tional churches of New England." try village to a business centre, al
Second: "'I'o procure, hold and most as important as any in V er
keep in repair a house of public mont, has been slow, but solid. 
worship." There has been no mushroom growth, 

The first meeting of the society no undue expansion, but II. steady in
was held at the office of Mr. Walker crease in business enterprises, and a 
at 8 o'clock in the evening of the corresponding development of water 
same day, and organized by the power, and shipping interests. What 
choice of H. H. Stone, moderator, has been done has been the result of 
and C. J. Walker, clerk. ordinary commercial development, 

The church was organized Friday, a taking advantage of natural 
August 9, 1850, at 10 o'clock, A.M., elements which conduce to success 
at the Methodist church, by an in manufacturing, rather than a 
ecclesiastical council of 16 members, reaching out for new industries and 
representing all the surrounding calling them in by showing their 
churches in Vermont and New proprietors the opportunities offered. 
Hampshire. Eight presented satis- For that reason the foundation of 
factory articles of faith and cove- the town's growth has been more 
nant, and were duly acknowle~ged a solid, more substantial and is now 
Congregational church by appropri- more certain to be permanent. The 
ate public exercises. advantages which nature has lavish-

December 18, 1850, the society, ed upon this town has compelled 
by a unanimous vote, affirmed the men, who wished to establish great 
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industries, to come here. They 
couldn't do otherwise if they follow
ed their business instincts. 

'1'his bcing the case with the past 
it is easy to see what the future will 
bring. A Board of Trade, compris

in its membership all the active 
men of the village, was 

formed in May, 1891. It took them 
sometime to get organized and ac
quire a thorough understanding, 
not only of their own town, but of 
the lines of action likely to have the 
best results. The veal' 1892 found 
them equipped for .vork and looking 
out for the commercial interests of 
the village. Success followed their 
efforts, even sooner than the most 
sanguine dared anticipate. But their 
work only began in 1892. With 
each year that followed, more and 
more work was laid ou t for the Board 
and more commercial problems came 
up for settlement. 

In the hands of an active, judi
cious Board of Trade, the future of 

such a village is sure. There can be 
no question that Bellows Falls, with 
its mighty water power, its great 
shipping facilities and i.ts young, ac

enthuiastic business men, men 
who believe in their town and its 
possibilities, has a future of growth 
and development before her, . which 
few, even among her most enthusi
astic friends, hardly appreciate, as 
yet. '1'he tide of capital which has 
flowed West and South so long has 
stopped. Turned back on itself it 
needs opportunities for investment 
which will bring sure, if small, re
turns. The return of this capital is 
what is to develop Vermont manu
facturing villages, and Bellows Falls, 
with all her natural and acquircd ad
vantages, will be one of the first to 
feel the quickening hand of 
applied capital. Manufacturing 
must increase, if that ship
ping facilities must be augmented, 
and Bellows Falls must grow and de
velop as never before in her history. 



EXPLANATION. 

To purchasers a-nd readers of this book, I wish to say a word of 

explanation. I was asked to complete an unfinished history of Rocking

ham, which had been written years before, and partsof the manuscript 

lost. I was asked to fill in the places lost. This I have done as well 

as possible with the limited space at my command, and I trust that all 

who read will do so charitably, for when spa<;le must be economized, 

readableness must be sacrificed for fact. The work, while not what 

should have been done, is elaborated as much as space would allow. .. ~ 
B. H. ALBEE. 

.
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STRATTON. 

By LYMAN E. KNAPP. 

STRATTON. The township has two beautiful 
The. town of Stratton is situated ponds, referred to in "Geology of 

upon the western border of Wind- Vermont" as "Jones Pond" and 
ham County, and, in the earliest "Holman's Pond," but better 
subdivisionofthe State, was included known by the residents, as "Strat
within thc area known I!'s.Benning- ton Pond". a~d (C N~rth Pond." 
ton County. It was, orIgInally, six The former IS sItuated In the south
miles square, containing 23,040 acres, west part of the town. It is about 
but by the addition of Stratton Gore one and one-third miles in length 
1000 acres, in 1799, and a portion of and neady three-fourths of a mile 
the town of Somerset, about 2000 wide., The" North Pond" is situ
acres, on the south, in 1858, it now ated In the northwest corner of the 
has 26,040 acres, an area consider- town, and is one mile long and a 
ably larger than. most of the towns little more than half a mile wide. 
in the State. It lies upon the eastern 'rhis is the source of West river, 
slope o~ the Green Mountain range, who~e water~ unite with the Con
extendmg ,nearly to the ridge, and nectlCut, a lIttle north of Brattle
some portlOns of the western line boro. 
passing west of the highest points Stratton mountain is another 
of the mountain. prominent feature of the scenery. 

Stratton is bounded north by It is about 3,335 feet above the level 
Winhall, east by Jamaica and of the ocean. This mountain is 
Wardsboro, south by Wilmington covered with evergreens, mostly 
and Somerset, and West by Sunder- spruce, to the very summit. 
land. 

In 1851, a bill passed both Houses 
of the Legislature and was approved 
by the Governor, annexing a portion 
of Somerset to Stratton, to take ef
fect if certain conditions were com
plied with, within' a specified time. 
But those conditions were not com
plied with, and the boundaries re
mained as before. The subject was 
kept in agitation until 1858, when 
the desired changes were made. 

The three principal branches of 
West River take their rise in the 
west part of this town, and flow east
ward through it. The Deerfield 
river also has its SOUf('e here, flowing 
southward. 

GEOLOGY. 

The rock formation of this town 
is almost entirely metamorphic, and 
mostly of that peculiar form of 
gneiss usually denominated the 
Green mountain gneiss, which is 
almost entirely wanting in feldspar. 
The strike is N.30° E., and the in
clination about 45° east. There is an 
elegant variety of saccharoid azoic 
limo-stone, or, dalomite, on tbe 
farm of Rufus Lyman, Esq., in 
that part of the town formerly be
longing to Somerset. '1'here are 
two beds near each other, the widest 
of which is about four rods wide, 
and the other is only ten feet wide. 
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An analysis of this rock shows it to of the citizens of Worcester county, 
be carbonate of lime 65.41, carbon Massachusetts, had their attention 
ate of magnesia 30.05, carbonate of called to the high lands upon the 

the protoxide of iron 1.61, insoluble eastern slope of the Green moun

matter 2.58, It is used for the tains, now known as Stratton, and 

manufacture of lime to a limited to their excited imaginations they 

extent. became a veritable Eldorado, and 


POTHOLES. Ju.ly, 1761, a charter of this town

ShIp was secured from Gov. Ben-


In a depression of the high ridge, ning Wentworth of New Hamp
 '" in the south part of Stratton, which shire. An exploring party was sent 

separates the waters of the Deerfield out and steps were taken to colonize 

and 'West rivers, is a large pothole, the township, but thest\ preliminary 

far up upon the side of a ledge of measures were not entirely success

solid gneiss, 3,235 feet above the ful. No permanent settlement was 

level of the ocean, so peculiar in its effected until after the close of the 

form, and so magnificent in its pro- war. At the date of the granting 

portions, considering the hardness of this charter, only one of the 

of the rock in which it is formed, towns on her border had been char

that it attracts many visitors. Its teredo That was Sunderland. The 

existence was scarcely known until description of the township as 

it was visited and examined and de- given in the original charter 

scribed by Charles H. Hitchcock of follows: "Beginning at the 

the geological surveying party. northeast corner of Sunderland, 


This hole is a little north of the from thence due east six. miles, 
crest of the hill, from which it is from thence due south six miles, 
inferred that the stream which from thence due west six miles, to 
flowed over this spot and by whose the southeast corner of Sunder
agency it was formed, must have land, thence due north by the east " 
flowed northerly. This is not cer- line of Sunderland aforesaid, to the 
tain, however. Mr. H. P. Goodall, bound first mentioned." 
who first visited this spot with Mr. 
Hitchcock, and afterwards with GJUNTEES. 
others, thus described it: "The 

Isaac Searl,John Lymsn,Job Searl,hole is 10 feet 8 inches deep, and in 
Nathan Lyman, Eleazer Hannum,diameter 2t feet. Immediately be
Charles Clapp, Daniel Lee, Esq.,hind the hole, the rock rises 20 
Elisha Mather, Martin Phelps, Cafeet; some 30 rods further back is 
leb Strong, Spencer Phelps, Martinan elevation of 200 feet. The form 
Phelps, Jr., Asahel Clapp, Oliverof the hole is screw-like, the thread 
Lyman, Joel Lee, Nathaniel Cudmaking three complete turns before 
worth, Nathaniel Noyeo, Augustusreaching the bottom, which is 
Clapp, Esq., Charles Mather, Rugshaped like that of a caldron ket
gles Woodbridge, Elias Lyman,tle. " -.. 
Nathaniel Burt, Samuel Blodgett,The rock is Green mountain 
Caleb Blodgett, Rev. John Searl,gneiss, dipping 35° east. It is solid, 
Daniel Lee, Jr., Capt. Benoniwithout seam, or crack, and will 
Danks, James Hill, Joseph Hill,hold water like a stone-jar. The 
John Hill, John Holden, Josiahhole is nearly perpendicular, though 
Brewer, Jonas Cutter, Williamit commences at the top, from a 
Lamson, John Smith, Rev. Jonasteep declivity. 
than Judd, Thomas Sweat, Nathan
iel Phelps, Nathaniel Phelps, Jr.,EARLY HISTORY. 
John Smith, Jr., Wm. Lyman,Wm. 


Some 14 years before the opening Blunt, Gideon Clark, Jonathan Bas

of the war of the Revolution, some com, Cutes Loomis, Oliver Wendell, 


.I 
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Caleb Bloc1gett,l?enjamin Cud worth, 
Joel Hunt, Seth Blodgett, Richard 
Stoner, Joseph Brown, Joseph 
Pricheon, Esq., Monsieur Bunbury, 
Wm. Pearson, Henry Apthorp, 
JacobWendal, Esq., Wm. Brattle, 
Esq., Thomas Hubbard, Esq., Rich
ard Wibard, Esq.• John Downing, 
Esq., Samuel Wentworth of Boston, 
and Benning Wentworth. 

'I'he project of an immediate set
tlement was interfered with by vari
ons causes and it was not until Dec. 
26, 17S1, that we have any record 
of a proprietors' meeting. This 
meeting was held at Grafton, 
Worcester county, Mass., and was 
organized by the election of .Jacob 
Stevens, moderator, and Edward 
Rawson, clerk. 'I'his record refers 
to Stratton as belonging to Ben
nington county. 

The first proprietors' meeting 
within the limits of the town, of 
which there is record, was held on 
Sept. 16, 1784, Jacob Stevens, mod
erator; Jonathan Philips, clerk. 
Among those present and partici
pating were: William McFarland, 
John Campbell of Putney; Paul 
Thurston, Edward Rawson, John 
Blood of Pownal; Timothy Mors
man and Oliver Morsman. Jona
than Philips continued to serve as 

Among those who came quite early 
were Asa Philips, Solomon Gale, 
Samuel BoutelJ,Bille Mann, Joseph 
Patch, Mr. Wetherbee, Abel Grout, 
Austin Bissell. 

'I'he first white child born in town 
was a girl, daughter of Solomon 
Gale. The first male child born in 
the town, was Asa Philips, son of 
Asa and Polly Philips, Aug. 13, 
1785. The first death was that of 
Betsey Boutell, daughter of Samuel 
and Elizabeth Boutell, :May 24, H96. 
The first marriage occurred Septem
ber, 1791. The parties were Jonas 
Woodward and Miss Polly Morsman. 
The first record of transfer of real 
estate is of a deed by Jonathan 
Philips. This instrument was ex
ecuted at Newfane, Sept. 26, 1784, 
before Luke Knowlton, Justice of 
the Peace. 

The first tavern was kept by 
Joseph Patch. The first grist-mill 
was built by a 1\:Ir. Graves. Saw
mills were erected by Wetherbee, 
.Jacob Batchelder and Mr. 
at abont the same time. 

Philips, 

ORGANIZATION. 

. 
~oon after Ve.rmont~ decla.r~tIOn 

of m~epe~d~ncem 178" the ~ItIzens 
of thIS thrrymg bur15h ~etermmed to 

proprietors' clerk until Oct. 5, 1787; perfect .theIr orgamzatIOn as a town. 
Jared Blood, to May 27, 1789; 
Joseph Patch,· to June 24, 1791; 
Asa Philips, to Sept. 7, 1795. 

FIRST SETTLERS. 

The first settlers in the town were 
Timothyand Oliver Morsman, who 
removed from Worcester County, 
Mass., in the summer of 1783. 

Oliver Morsman began to clear up 
the land, anq. built himself a log
house upon the west half of the 5th 
lot in the 4th range, now kno'lll as 
the Adams lot. 

His brother, Timothy, pitched his 
Mnt not far from Stratton pond, and 
near the south line of the town. He 
raised a family of children, one 
daughter, married and settled in 
Stratton. 

A me~tmg ,,:as call.ed for that p~r
pose m a nelghborm. ~ town, whlCh 
met at the house of Ohve~' Morsm!ln,
May 31, 1788. At thIS meetmg 
Timothy Morsman, Solomon Gale 
and Benjamin Hobbs, were elected 
selectmen; Asa Philips, town clerk; 
Sanford Bixby, treasurer; J oSflph 
Patch, constable. . 

The following are the names of 
all the town clerks: Asa Philips, 
Stephen Thayer. Asa Philips, 
Thomas Lathrop, Thomas W. Millet, 
Ezra Estabrook, Richard Scott, Asa 
Philips, Elias Bassett, Benjamin 
Thatcher, Richard Scott, Freeman 
Wyman, LaFayette Sheldon. 

The first freeman's meeting was 
held in 1799, when Samuel Boutell 
was elected to represent the town in 
the General Assembly. 
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Tbe ~own of Stratton was repre-I FREE-WILL BAPTISTS. 
sented In the General Assembly, by· ,., . ,
Samuel Boutell, Bille Mann, Abel July 13, !851, a Free-wIll Baptlst 
Grout, Richard Scott, Stephen Bal- ?hurch of eIgbt members was organ
lard, Benjamin Thacher, David Rice, lzed by Rev. I. J. Hoadley and Ches
1836-7-8, 40, 43; Joseph Blodgett, ter M. ~rescott. The first deacon 
1839, 48 ; Asabel Kidder, 1841 ; J obn ~as DaVId Eddy.. The church con
N. Glazier, 1842, 55-56; Amos Par- tl~ued to grow l~ numbe~. Re~. 

W.lthsons, Jr., 1844-45-46-47; John Un- MI. Prescott contInned tbiS 
derwood, 1849, Rufus Lyman, 1851- church o,nly a few years. SInce Mr. 
<53; Stephen Grout, 1854; Melvin A. Prescott s ~'emoval the church has 
Knowlton 1857-58-59 68-69' Henry been supplIed by Rev. John B. Ran
W. Estab~ook, 18BO-fH; J~cob B. daIl, John Parker, Joseph Tripp, 

Grout, 18U2-63, 70; Jonas N. Smith, and John C. Ball. 

1864; Newton N. Glazier, 1865,67; OEMETERIES. 

Joseph Tripp 1866 and Geo. M ' ,

Smith, 1890.· . The first burIal gro~md In Strat-

Samuel Boutell was appointed ton was upon the lot situate~ a little 
justice of the peace in 1799 and he west of the Adam~ lot. ThIS plac,e 
served in tbat capacity 22 years was used for bUrIal purposes untIl 
Richard Scott served as justice 25 1803 The next place used for this 
years; bIoses Forrester, 14 years; purpose was a lot uear the center.of 
John N. Glazier 22 years. the town. The present cemeterIes 

, are one at the centre on the old Asa 
CONGREGATIONAL OHUROH. Philips'farm, given by him for that 

The early settlers of Stratton were purpose, one at tl;e north part of 
true descendants of the old Puritan the town, and one m the south part. 
stock from which they sprung, and EDUCATION 
the deep religious sentiment which 
pervaded their life and character, early received the attention of the' 
found its legitimate channel in true sturdy pioneers. They divided the 
blue Congregationalism, The Con- town into districts, and most of 
gregational church of Stratton was these districts have since maintained 
organized Aug. 30, 1801, with only their four months school per year. 
9 members; The first deacons were Although educational advantages 
Francis Kidder and Samuel Bixby. have been so limited, with only two 

The first church was organized by months schooling of an indifferent 
Rev. James Tufts and Rev. Gersham character in the year for boys above 
C. Lyman of Marlboro. Among the 12 years of age, a goodly number of 
first ministers who preached to this young men have worked their way 
people was the venerable Rev. Mr, through college and into honorable 
Payson, father of Edward Payson, and useful careers in life. It re
whose name is a familiar household quired earnest and deterInined pur
word. pose to meet and overcome the ob

'I'he first church edifice erected in stacles thrown in their way by pov.,. 
Stratton was built mainly by the erty and lack of advantages.. 
Congregational church and society, 
in 1807. Its location was near the 
center of the town. 

BAPTIST CHURCH. 

Near the beginning of the century 
a Baptist church was organized. In 
1825 its membership numbered 
about 40. The first deacons were J. 
Greenwood and John Glazier. 

MILITARY RECORD. 

~ree at least of the early settlers 
of Stratton had seen service in the 
war for independence-Bille Mann, 
Jonathan Marsh, Bissell and Abel 
Grout. 

William bL Fuller served as a sol
dier in the Mexican war and was de
tailed to go to California. 

http:center.of
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WAR OF THE REBELLION. •1863 ; transferred to 00. A, same 
regiment and promoted corporal;

Stratton responded nobly to the Imustered out with his company and 
call for men t? volunteer to put! regiment July 13, 1865. , 
down the rebellIon of 1861. Every i Pliny Fiske Grout enhsted June 
call of the adj~tant gene~al was re-I15, 1862, mustered into Co. ~, 9~h 
sponded to wIth the enhstment of i Reg. July 9, 1862, age 42; dIed m 
her full complement of men. There i the service Feb. 19, 1863. 
was no sh!inking or se:t;tding w~rt~- Lyman H. Harvey en~isted J a1110, 
less substItutes, but WIth patrlOt~c 1862, age 18, mustere.1 mOo. H,8th 
mo\ives these young men took theIr Reg. Feb. 12; mustered out June 22, 
lives in their hands and went forth 1864. 
to do and to endn:re,. for the preser- Jesse O. Jones enlisted June 16, 
vation of their country's honor. 1862 age 26, mustered into 00. K, 

The following w~re accremwd to 9th Reg., August 16, 1862. A long 
this town in the filhng of the quotas: time reported absent without leave, 

George Clough enlisted Jan. 13, but returned again to his company; 
186:.!, mustered into 00. H, 8th Reg., mustered out June 13, 1865. 
Feb. 12, 1862; age 30 years; re-en- O. H. Pitn:l.&n Knapp enlisted 
listed March 5, 1864; mustered out Aug. 26, 1861, age 27, mustered in 
June 28, 1865. . Co. 0, 4th Reg., Sep. 24, 1861. At 

Samuel G. Oonant enlisted Aug. the battle of Lee's Mills, April 16, 
30, 1862, mustered in 00. A! 2d Reg., 1862, received a severe gunshot 
Sep. 15, 1862, age 23; dIscharged wound in his hip, from which he 
Dec. 29, 1864. .. never recovered; hopelessly ~illab~ed 

George E. Eager enlIsted m Co. was discharged against his WIll; dIed 
9th Reg., June 28, .1862, mus- Oct. 22, 1863. 

tered into the U. S. servlCe July 9, Henrv H. Lincoln enlisted Aug. 
1862, age 28 ; mustered oiIt J Q.ne 13, : 21 1861 age 21, mustered in 00, I, 
1865. ·4th Reg., Sep. 20; discharged for 

Newton N. Glazier enlisted as a disability Jan. 18, 1862. 
private in 00. G, ~lth Re~., Aug. Matthias J. Lincol;o enlisted Jan. 
11, 1862, mustered mto serVICe Sep. 9 1862 mustered mOo. H, 8th 
1,1862, age ,23; pr?moted corporal Reg., :';'eb. 12, 1862, age 18; dis-
Nov. 23, 1862; 2d h~ntenant 00. A, charged JUly 11,. 1864. . 
Nov. 2, 1863; 1st lIeutenant .same William N, Lmcoln enlIsted July 
company Jan. 21, 1864; lost hIS left 23 1862 mustered in 00. E, nth 
arm by a gunshot w?und in the bat- R~g., Sep. 1, 1862, age 21; musterell 
tIe neal' Spottsylvama Oourt House, out June 24, 1865. 
May 18, 1864; discharged Sep. 3, Joseph H. Peck enlisted January 
1864. .31 1862, mustered in 00. II, 8th 

Jason E. Goss enlisted June 13, I R~g., Feb. 12, 1862, age 28; re-en
1862, mustered in 00. K, 9th Reg., listed March 5, 1864; mustered out 
July 9, 1762, age 24; mustered out June 28, 1865. 
June 13,1865. Dana P. Putnam enlisted Jan. 10, 

James Grout enlisted June 13, 1862 age 22 mustered in 00. H,8th 
1862; mustered as corporal in 00. Reg.', Feb.' 12, 1862; discharged 
K, 9th Reg., July 9, 1862, age 30 October 31, 1862. 
years; died March 2, 1863. Henry H. Putnam enlisted Feb. 

Joel Grout enlisted June 13,1862, 3 1862 aged 21, mustered in 00. II, 
mustered into 00. K, !lth Reg., July 8th Reg., Feb. 12, 1862 ; discharged 
9,1862; discharged May 26,1865, Oct. 18,1862. 
age 20. Sidney O. Putnam enlisted Dec. 

JohnA. Groute.nlisted Sep. 6, '61, 12, 1861, aged 19, mustered in qo.
age 25, mustered III 0.0' F, 4th Reg., H, 8th Re.g., Feb. 12, 1862; dIS
Sep. 26, 1861 ;. re-enllsted Dec. 15, charged April" 1864. 
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Lorenzo D. Underwood enlisted was called to command it. Nov. 1, 
June 1, 18tl3, age 18, mustered in 1864, he was commissioned major, 
00. L, 11th Reg. June 10, 1863; and Dec. 10, 1864, as lieutenant
died in service March 16, 1864. colonel of this regiment, though on 

James T. Fay enlisted Dec. 10, account of lack of' requisite numbers 
1863, age 35, mustered in 00. D" was mustered only as major. In the 
8th Reg., Dec. 24, 1863; died Aug. i summer of 1864, he was for a time 
30, 1864. detailed on special duty. as judge 

Matthias Lincoln enlisted Dec. advocate of a court martial, at di
19,1863, age 19, mustered in Co. vision headquarters, He led his 
8th Reg.; died April 6, 1864. company or regiment in 13 battles, 

Milon F. Perry enlisted Sep. 20, was three times slightly wounded, in 
1862, age 26, mustered in Co. I,16th the battles of Gettysburg, Spottsyl
Reg., Oct. 23, 1862; mustered out· vania and the taking of Petersburg, 
August 10, 1863; re-enlisted Dec. April 2, IS65. In the latter en
15, 1863; mustered out June 28, gagement he was in command of 
1865. the regiment and won a brevet com-

Lyman Wood Sprague enlisted mission from the president of the 
Dec. 10, 1863, age 31, mustered in United States. He was mustered 
00. D, 8th Reg., Dec. 24,1864; pro- ont of service with his regiment 
moted corporal May 25, 1865; mus- July 14, 18G:,). 
tered out June 28.1865. Andrew J. Copeland was drafted 

Evander H. Willis enlisted Dec. and entered service by enlisting July 
5, 1863, age 18; mustered in Co. D, 31,1863, age 27. He was assigned 
8th Regt., Dec. 24, 1863; mustered to 00. A, 6th Regt.; died Jan. 1, 
out June 28, 1865,' 1865. 

George A. Williams enlisted Jan. James H. Johnson drafted, en
5,1864, age 23; mustered in 00. H. tered service Aug. 3, 1863; died 
8th Regt., Jan. 12, 1864; mustered Sept. 15,1864. 
out May 13, 1865. . . Henry L. Oarroll enlisted for one .. 

Henry E. Knapp enhsted Sept. year, March 28, 1865, age 18; was 

20, 1862, for 9 months, age 26; assigned to Co. G, 17th Regt.; mus

mustered in Co. I, 16th Regt., Oct. tered in March 1, 1865; mnstered 

23, 1862; mustered ont Aug. ID, out July 14, 1865. 

1863. Samuel Abbott, Jr., and George 


Velasco J. Knapp enlisted Sept. Hartwell enlisted in the navy. 

20, 1862, age 21; mustel'ed as Oorp. Preston S. Knapp enlisted in Co. 

in Co. I, 16th Regt., Oct. 23, 1862;F, 17th Reg-t., Jan. 1, 1864, age 24; 

pro. Sergt. March 17, 1863; mus- pro. Corp. Nov. 27, 1864; mustered 

tered out Aug. 10, 1863. out at close of the war. 


Lyman E. Knapp enlisted as pri- J{'remiah D. Styles enlisted Dec. 

vate for 16th Regt. of 9 months' 21, 1863, age 34; mustered a recruit 

men; on election by the company in Co. D; 8th Regt.; mnstered out 

Sept. 20, 1862, age 24, com. Capt. June 28, 1865. 

of Co. I; mustered into the U. S. Others who were or had been re

service Oct. 23, 1862; on expiration cently residents of Stratton, enter

of his term of service, mustered out ing the service from other towns 

Aug. 10, 1863; soon after com. by were Oapt. John Pike, Jonathan 

the governor to recruit a company Babcock, Oscar F. Perry, Chauncey 

for the 11th Regt., with headquar- F. Perry and Lyman Pike. 

tel'S at Townshend; was com. Capt. 


INCIDENTS AND SKETCHES.of Co. F, April 9, 1864, with it 

mustered into the U. S. service, April . rr;he deyartment of l:>iographr ~nd 

12, 1864. The lith regiment had lllCl~ent IS very d~fectlve.. It IS Im

severe service and was several times. pOSSIble to secure lllformatlOn of the 

left without field officers, when he earlie.st settlers whose descendants 
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STRATTON. 

have removed to parts unknown, or N. Newton, second son of John 
so far away that they cannot be N. Glazier, was born in 1838. He 
found within the time to which I prepared for college at Leland Sem
am limited. By the valuable aid of inary, Townshend, graduated at 
Jacob B. Grout, Esq. of Stratton; Brown University in 1866, at New
Rev. N. Newtou Glazier of Mont- ton Theological Institution in 1869. 
pelier, and Elijah M. Torrey, Esq. He accepted a call to become pastor 
of Dorset, and others, I am able to i of the Baptist church in Montpelier. 
give the following sketches: IlIe represented the town of Stratton 

'I in the Legislatures of 1865 and 67. 
TIMOTHY MORSMAN, I 

I DEATH OF MRS. BLAKE. 
who with his brother Oliver, were; . , 
the first permanent settlers in the I I? ~he ":lllter of 182~, an event of 
town, was a rough and ready, thongh i thrIlhng mter~st whI?h occurred 
kind hearted man. Iuear the west h~e of thIS town up~m 

(the road crossmg the mountam, 
LYMAN BATCHiLI..ER Istartled and touched the sympathies 

. 'of the people far and wide.' Mr. 
born m Stratton, March 20, 1796, Harrison Blake started late in the 
was the son of Jac!,b an~ Loi~ (Rice) Iafternoon of a cold, stormy day, 
Bat?heller. ~e lIved. m thls town I from Arlington, to cross the moun
untIl after hIS ~arriage, when he tain with a horse and sleigh, having 
removed to Arl~ngton a?d from i his wife and infant daughter with 
thence to \Valhngford m 1835, 
where he became known as the head 
of the firm of Batcheller & Sons, 
whose forks are used all over the 
country and in Great Britain. 

THE GLAZIER FAMILY. 

When quite a young man, John 
Glazier settled in Stratton, about 
the beginning of the present cen
tury. He was a man of iron consti
tution, well fitted for'the hardships 
of pioneer life, had a vigorous mind 
which naturally constituted him a 
leader. and he was frequently hon
ored by being called to fill positions 
of responsibility and trust. He was 
for many years a deacon in the 
Baptist church. 

Their second son, Lyman:, entered 
upon the work of the ministry. He 
was ordained and settled over the 
Baptist church in Ira, this State, 
but died at the early age of 24. 

John N. Glazier, another son, re
mained in his native town, became 
prominent in its business affairs. 

Frank J., oldest son of John N. 
Glazier, was born in 1829. He com
menced to prepare for the ministry. 
He died at the age of 25 years, be
fore finishing his course at Madison 
University. 

him. At that time "the nine-mile 
woods" were between the last inhab
itant on the west sido of the moun
tain and Torrey's tavern the first 
house near the road, on' the east 
side. In the small hours of the 
night, he had reached a point about 
two miles from Torrey's, his horse 
was unable to proceed. Wrapping 
his overcoat about his wife and 
child, he started forward on foot, 
with the hope of procuring assist
ance. He was only able to advance 
about half a mile. He broke a limb 
from a tree, which he would put 
into the snow before him and draw 
himself to it. He wallowed on, 
struggling for dear lives bravely, 
until he could struggle no longer, 
shouting meanwhile at the top of 
his voice. 

Mr. Hale, whose wife was ill, start
ed early that morning for a physi
cian, and on his way, told Johnson 
Richardson, whose father was over 
the mountain, what his boys had 
heard. Young Richardson hastened 
in the direction indicated and found 
Mr. Blake badly frozen, yet able by 
pointing to make him understand 
that there were two more further on. 
Richardson procured assistance and 
four of the party carried Blake from 
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the mountain. The others went on 
and found Mrs. Blake still alive but 
fatally frozen. Going still further 
on they found the horse and sleigh, 
and near them, laid in the snow 
what appeared to be a bundle of 
clothing. As they unrolled it they 
found an over coat and cloak wrap
ped arouud hel' smiling babe. 

This child's name was Rebecca, 
and she was brought up by her grand
parents in Marlboro. She married 
Ezra Dean. Mr. Blake lived a num
ber of years after this occurrence. 

SAMUEL NEWELL GROUT. 

Rev. Samuel Newell Grout was 
born in Stratton, Julv 5, 18H!. He 
was the son of Dell.. Abel Grout, born 
in Brattleboro, and Theodocia (Bat
cheller) Grout, born in Brookfield, 
Mass. He fitted for college at Burr 
Seminary; . grad.uated from Middle
bury college in 1846, and at Andover 
Theological Seminary in 1849. He 
went to Missouri in the fall of the 
same year and commenced his life 
workunderthe direction and patron
age of the Home Missionary Society. 
Since that time, he has labored in 
various places in Missouri, Illinois 
and Iowa. He is now located at 
Elmore, Richardson Co., Nebraska. 

[BY ELI,fAR H. TORREY.] 

LUTHER TORREY 

came to Stratton from Ware, Mass., 
March, 1820. He was born in Conn., 
July 21, 1786, and died Jan. 10, 
1851. He married :Miss Euuice 

of 1840 was held; and when the 
East and the West, the North and 
the South, to the number of 15,000 
men, met together. Whereon was a 
well finished log cabin, 50 feet wide 
and 100 feet in length; where were 
exposed to view roasted piS's with 
knives and forks stuck in theIr backs 
-giving the poor man an ocular in
dication of his bill of fare, when 
Harrison and Tyler should be iu the 
chair. The orator of the day was 
"The God-like" Daniel Webster. 

GEORGE E. WAIT, 

the son of a farmer, was born in 
Stratton, and there spent most of 
his boyhood. He was a student in 
Burr Seminary in 1847; prepared 
for college at Newbury; entered the 
Wesleyan University in 1850; grad
uated in 1854; settled in ,Genese~, 
Ill" in 1855; studied law and was 
admitted to the har in 1857; elected 
county judge of Henry county in -., 
1861, held the office six years; com
missioned colonel by Gov. Yates at 
the commencemcn t of our civil war. 
mayor of Geneseo in 1866 and 1867 ; 
elected in 1869 and served as a 
member of the constitutional con
vention for the 46th representative 
district which included the county 
of Henry, That convention was 
composed of the very best men of 
the State, and was in session five 
months. Wait was an active and 
influential member. HI') was chair
man of the committee on retrench

Hyde, who survived him 20 yeal·s .. ments and reforms; and as such ex
By her he had 6 sons and 3 dallgh- posed the enormous frauds perpe
tel's. He was a man of positive II trated on the people by special legis
opinions and strong prejl1dioes-was lation, and was the first to recom
somewhat aristocratic in his notions, ! mend to the convention a provision 
was a Congregationalist and whig, in the constitution prohibiting spe
was at one time a tavern-keeper and ciallegislation, which was adopted. 
farmer; but, when the use and sale Judge Wait is now a member of the 
of intoxicating liquors began to b6 Republican State Central Commit
preached against as sinful, he laid tee for the 21st Congressional Dis
aside his glass, took down his bar trict,-and enjoys a good reputation 
and sign and became, thenceforth, as a lawyer and an enterprising 
a farmer and lumberman. . business man. In 1859 he married 

His house was near the grounds I Miss Hattie N. Well of Connecticut. 
whel'eon the great whig convention I 'Phey have three daughters. 
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ELlSHA HYDE TORREY, there passed much of his boyhood. 
, Prepared for college at Burl' ~ Le

youngest .Clllid of Luther Tbrrey, land seminaries. Entered }hddl.e
was born In St!atton, July 4, 183:t. bury college in 1850; gradu3:te~ In 
He cntered .l't:bddlebury co~lege, In 1854; became soon after prlllClpal 
1852. In the, fall term of hIS senlOr of the High school at Wind,s?r; re
year he was SICk and compelled to signed accepted the posItIon of 
leave college, n,eYer to return. Hav- "Master of Order," in the large 
ing rega~ned hI~ health he engaged boarding school for boys of all a~es, 
in teachmg, whICh he has made the of Charles Bartlett, College HIll, 
busines of his life. He, was one Poughkeepsie. In 1858 was princi
year a teacher in .the drawmg school pal teacher of Latin and Mathemat
of Warring & BIsbee, successors. to ics in the boarding school for both 
Charles Bartlett, College HIll, sexes of Rev. E. Seymour, Bloom
Poughkeeps~e, !,nd subsequently f?r field, N. J.; in 1859, settled in Ja
five years prInCIpal teacher of LatIn maica and became a farmer; was 
and Greek, and vice-principal in the town representative in 1862, '63, '64; 
military boarding sch?ol of 9harles chosen to prepare a "Soldiers' 
Warring, PoughkeepsIe. He IS tnar- Record" fOI' the town, under an 
ried and has one son. ,Act of the Legislature of 1864; in 

·ELIJAH M. TORREY, 1860, married Miss Cornelia A. Buf
. fum' they had two sons and four

eighth child of Luther Torrey, was daughters.
born in Stratton, Jan. 12, 1828, and 
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By HOLLIS TOWN. 

SOMERSET. 

But little is known to the writer 
of the early settlement of this town 
except what the records show. It 
was chartered by Gov. Wentworth, 
Sept. 9, 1761; was originally six 
miles square; is situated in the 
western part of Windham county, in 
lat. 42°,58' and long. 4°,8' and is 
bounded north by Stratton, east by 
Dover and a part of Wardsboro, 
south by Sears bury and a part of 
Wilmington, and west by Glasten. 
bury. It lies 14 miles northeast 
from Bennington and 16 northwest 
from Brattleboro. The township is 
but little settled, and is very mOUll
tainous. The most noted mountain 
is Mount Pisgah, which extends 
along the eastern part of the town
ship. Deerfield river is the prin
cipal stream. It runs through the 
township from north to south. The 
first inhabitants, or the greater por
tion of them, settled in the east part 
of the town. Daniel Rice, Beza
leel Waste, Eben Most, David Bab
cock and Jonathan Richardson, 
settled in the northwesterly part of 
the town near the Great 1Yfeadows 
(so-called) situated upon the east 
branch of the Deerfield river. The 
early settlers in the east part of the 
town were James Parmele, John 
Parmele, Percy Rice, William Law
ton, Silas Crosby, Ephraim Hodges, 
Jacob Williams and Peter Leach. 

THE NAMES OF THE GRANTEES OF 

SOMERSET. 


Thomas Denny, John Houghton, 
Judah Moor, David Hall, Nehemiah 

ight, Moses Gelb,lI.enry King, 
Daniel Jones, Benj. Sanderson, 
Jonathan Nail, Daniel Quory, Noah 
Jones, Nathan Sargent, JOB. Chap
lin, Asa Stores, Peris Rice, Timothy 
Nurse, Samuel Robinson, Ebenezer 
Fisk, Jacob Fisk, Andrew Haskil, 
Jonas Fay, Samuel Ruggles, John 
Haskil, Solomon Green, John Mof
fat, John Beanneau, Elijah Wil
liams, John Bird, Elisha Goddard, 
Samuel Trask, Amos Putman, Jon
athan Waters, Jr., Jonathan Sibley, 
Johnson Walter, Abijah Tucker, 
Phineas Jones, Robt. Henry, Mat
thias vVeston, Bartholomew W ood
bury, Benj. Lewiston, Sam'l Deany, 
Ebenezer Chaplin, John Fletcher, 
Jonathan Stone, W m. Houshard, 
Seth Washmore, Joseph Plummer, 
Wilder Willard, Ichabocl Odel, 
James Taylor, John Putnam, Elijah 
Dickinson, Obediah Dickinson, 
Daniel Watson, Willard Stevens, 
Moses Singlebury, Ephraim Rice, 
Richard Dodge, Thomas Beard, 
Lampson Sheaf, Esq., John Down
ing, Esq. 

The town was organized in 1792. 
The first freeman's meeting held in 
1799. 

The first town meeting was 
warned by Isaac Wheeler, Esq., of 
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Whitington, held Nov. 19, 1792, at. first settled minister. There has 
the dwelling house of Oliver Kimp- been no settled minister in Somerset 
ton. Silas Orosby, moderator; James for more than 40 years. About 1835, 
Parmele, town clerk; John Parme- a meeting-house was built just in the 
Ie, Percy Rice, Bezaleel Waste, se- edge or just over the line between 
lectmen; James Parmele, treasurer; Somerset and Dover, the inhabitants 
Percy Rice, constable. This town of Somerset uniting with the Dover 
was never run into divisions and al- people in builrling the meeting
lotted as mtflt towns were. It was house, also in forming a church. 
'run in pitches; each proprietor The Rev. Daniel Leonard was the 
made a survey of his lands. The sev- founder of this church and pastor 
eral surveys marked upon the map If?r many Years. About 1855, a so- ..... 
of the town are as follows: Hazel- O1ety or church was formed of re-
tine's survey; Rice, Waste and Bab-' formed Methodist. They have no 
cock's first and second surveys; W m. resident minister. Rev. Thaddeus 
Williams' first and second surveys; Outler and Farnum Sprague have 
Luke Knowlton, Levi Hall, Isaac been their principal ministers. 
Wheeler, Nathan Wheeler and IHazelton Rice: Esq., and Ephriam 
Richards' survey of Scott lands. Rice, Esq., were both town clerks 
Nearly all the inhabitants lived in for many years, and both represent-
the east part of the town until about ed the town, Ephriam Rice 13 years. 
1840, when a new settlement com- I do not know as there were any sol
menced in the westerly part of the diers in the 1812 or Mexican war 
town, and the town meetings were from this town. In the last war 
always held in the east part until there was from this town in 00. I, 
1853, when a vote of the town was fonrth Vt., Otis H . .Pike, AhaI' P. 
taken to hold the town meetings Pike, and Edward Lincoln. In the 
one-half the time at a new school seventh Vt., Deliverance Pike, 
house near the geographical centre Oscar Pike, Asa Burnap and Lewis 
of the town and the freeman's meet- Oorse. In the 8th Vt., John M. 
ings at the present place. Mean- Pike, Oapt. 00. G, S. G. Stone and 
time the inhabitants on the east Timothy O. Negus. In 1st Vt. 
side of the mountain were making cavalry, Edward Rice and Daniel 
every effort to be set-off to Dover BUl'llet. rfhere were drafted, Oscar 
and Wardsboro. In 1858 they SllC- W. Cutler; paid commutation, 
ceeded in being annexed to Wil- II Emery I. Ourtis. Eli Hall served 
mington and Stratton, a strip two but don't know to what regiment 
miles wide and four miles long to' he was assigned; Oharles Lowe, not 

. Wilmiugton, and two by two miles accepted; Peter M. Stone, the town 
to Stratton, leaving the pres- . hired a substitute for him. 
ent t?wn of Somerset four. ~iles I. It app~ars from a letter I have 
by SIX. 'fhe town of WIlmmg-' lust receIved from Mr. George E. 
ton refused to take the pauper Rice of West 'Dover, there was one 
resident on the territory f(et to soldier in the revolution from 
Wilmington. The case went up to Somerset, Mr. Rice's grandfather; 
the supreme court and was decided but the letter tells its own story. 
against Wilmington. The present
town of Somerset is comparatively LETTER FROM AN OLD .MA.N IN 

level.. espec~ally the north westerly DOYER. 

portIOns, WIth a large a?1ount of The first settler in Somerset was 
spruce a.nd hard wood tImber, to- Daniel Rice, my grandfather. In 
ge~h~r >y'lth good wa:ter power. The. 1776, he settled on the farm I now 
SOlI IS rI?h an~ fertIle, well adapted Iown; his nearest neighbor was in 
for En~h8h gram, !Srass and potatoes. , 'Wilmington, about 7 miles. He built 
Rev. Stephen HItchcock was the Ihimself a shanty and kept bachelor 
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hali for two or three veal'S, He carne for the woods. Burton saw him and 
from HaL'dwick, ~1a;s, In 1777, he gave chase. Daniel managed to run 
wa~ at Wilmington after his weekly around a deep mire or stump hole. 
supply of provision, when he heard Burton rushed for him, and went 
that the British army was marching into the mud hole; he had consid
towards Bennington. Went back to erable difficulty in extricating him
his shanty, took his gun and what self. When he came out he was 
ammunition he had, and crOBsed the covered with mud and slime. Daniel 
Green Mountain through the wilder- stood by and asked rum what he 
ness and was in the battle of Ben- was in thereforj wha!'he was after. "
nington, Aug. 16, 1777. Was in the He' tried to get a clean s!lit to wear 
army three months, then went to horne, but failed, and went as he 
Hardwick, Mass., and stayed through was. Never came back to serve his 
the winter. The next spring he re- writ. The suit was settled by the 
turned to Somerset, and two of his Colonel giving kIr. Rice a longer 
brothers . wit.h him, Percy and time to make his payments. 
Simeon. Percy purchased a large I do not know why this town was 
tract of land, part of it in Somerset called Somerset. Daniel Rice first 
and part in what was then Wards- settled and built a log house upon 
boro. He built in Wardsboro on the great meadow. A heavy faU of 
the farm now occupied by Abel rain caused the rivel' to rise and 
Johnson. He was killed by the. overflow the meadow some two or 
caving in of a well he was digging three feet. Mrs. Rice and children 
near his house. Daniel Rice married were there alone. But Mr. Rice 
Sally Ball from New. Bradford, hastened horne and with a horse 
Mass., in 1778, built a log house in brought· them out safely. A saw 
which he lived six years, then built and grist mill was built at the lower \..." 
a framed house; went on horse back end of the meadow, but was not 
to Greenfield, Mass., after his nails, Ikept running a great length of time. 
which were made by hand; the clap- Daniel Rice in a few years moved 
board were split and shaved. over upon the east side of the town, 

His children were: Daniel, Hazel- where he lived to a good old age and 
ton, David, Ephraim, Ashur, Su- died there. His son Ephraim lived 
sanah, Melinthy and Sally. upon the same farm and died there. 

Daniel Rice's first purcbase of George E. Rice, his son, now lives 
land was 670 acres, for which he on the farm. 
paid $640. He afterwards purchased No postoffice was ever established 
several hundred acres of Col. Hazel- in Somerset until 1870. At. the set
tine and ran in debt for it, which ting of Congress in December, 1869, 
caused him trouble. He was to pay a petition was sent the postmaster
for it in cattle and sheep; a mad general to establish a postoffice in 
dog bit 20 of his cattle; they went Somerset, and the department did 
mad and died; he was unable to establish a special postoffice in 
meet his payments. Uol. Hazeltine Somerset, Windham county, Vt., 
got a writ ont against his body and and appointed Hollis Town, Jr., 
sent a sheriff from Windsor to serve postmaster. We carry and receive 
it. Mr. Rice heard of it and avoid- our mails at Searsburg postoffice. 
ed him by staying OIl the mountain I The first mail was carried the fourth 
west of his house the most of the. day of March, 1870. 
time one su mmer. Burton was' 
watching for him the most of the 
time for six months. On one occasion 
some of the boys saw him looking 
around in the woods near the house. 
Daniel, the oldest son, dressed him
self in his father's clothes and started 

. 
DEATHS BY ACCIDENT. 

Three men have been killed in the 
Ilew settled part of the town since 
1841. In 1842 Samuel Mathews 
was killed instantly by the falling 
of a lodged tree. He was advanced 
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in yearR. In 1858 Samuel Read was ILeonard 1873-~3, Eion }L Leonard 
killed instantly in the same way, 1881, .J. W. RICe 1891.. 
aged 38 years. On the morning of! A hst of RepresentatIves from the 
March 8, 1~70, Hatsel P. Lyons took town of So~ers~t, Windham county, 
his ax and went to the woods to cut Vt,: Damel RICe 1799-1802, Hazel
logs, and did not return at noon as ~on Rice 1821, 46, Samuel Wor~h
usual. His wife feeling alarmed lllgtou 1824, 27, 29-30, EphraIm 
about him went to the woods and Rice 1826, 35,36, 39,40, 41, 4~. 43.44, 
found him d,ead. He had lodged a 45,.47, 49, 53, Oh~rles Morse 182~, 

r spruce tree against a large birch EllIOt Morse 1832, 33, 34, Holhs 
I tree. On arriving that morning he Town 18~7, 38, 48,52, 54, 62, 63, ~7, 

proceeded to cut down the birch 68, 72, Joseph Morse 1850,51, MIlo 
tree, and in falling the main blow R. Orosby 1855, 56, (~ideon K. Morse 
struck him on the back. It is not 1857-58, Hazelton RlCc,Jr.,1859, 60, 
known whether it killed him in- Albert Blanchard 1864, Sumner 
stantly or not. He was a robust ICurtis 1865, 66, 69, 70, Asa Burnap, 
young man 28 yeaI's old. He left. J;. 1876, Franklin D. Ohase 18~0, 
an infant son seven months old I Ebenezer Roberts 1882, J. W. RICe 
whose mother died when it was ~ 1890. 
few days old. His sad death oc- The years 1803, 4, 5,. 6, 7, 8, 9, 
curred but five days after his second 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17,18, 19, 
marriage. 20, 22, 23, 25, 31, 61, 74 and 78. it 

A complete list of Town Clerks appears: from the record there was 
in Somerset, Vt.: James Parmele no electIOn. 
179~-97, Silas Orosby 1798-99, CONSTABLES. 

Daniel Rice, 1800.~, 3: 4, 13, Jacob Percy Rice 1792, Daniel Rice
'"'" Wellmll.n, 1801, LeVI qlOsby 1805, 6, 1793, 98, 99, J umcs Palmer 1794, 

10, 11, 12, Thomas RlCe 1307, 8, 9, Jacob WeIman 1795 Richard Suw
Si,lvanus Parmele 1814-15~16, John tell 1796, 1800, Ebenezer Waste 

• RlCe 1817-18, Hazelton RICe 1819- 1797 Jonathan Stone 1801 William 
20, 24,33, ?7, 38, Elum French 1822, Abb~e 1802,5, 7, Luri Pal~er U303, 
Jo.tharn PIke 182?, Luther Alden John Parmele 1804, Ephriam 
1828,. :M~ses Pl~e 183~-3~-36, Hodges 1806, John Kelley 1808, 12, 
Et:,hnam RICe 183~-00, HollIS '[own 16, Daniel Rice, Jr. 1809, Edward :F. 
1801-80, and tIll Oct?ber 20,: Johnson 1810, John Rice 1811, 20, 
1881? the date of. hIS ,death. Hazelton Rice 1813, Thomas Rice 
HollIS Town, Jr., appomted Novem- 1814 Silvanus Parmelv 1815 Luke 
ber 7, 1881, by the selectmen Hisc~ck 1817, LeviOrosby 1818-19, 
to fill the v~c~ncy causerl. ~y the Samuel Worthington 1821, 23, Ru
death o~ HollIS fown: HollIs rown, fus Oobb 1822, Luther Alden 1824
Jr. 1882-83, J. W. RICe 1891. 2U, .Joseph Pike 1827, Moses Pike 

A complete list of Town 'l'rea- 1830 31 38 39 Isaac N Pike 1832 
surers for the town of Somerset, Vt.: IAlex~nd~r H. 'Pike 1833, Willia~ 
J ames ~armele 1792, 95, 97,. H. Snow 1834, Levi Snow, Jr. 1836, 
Percy RICe 1793, 94, 96, J~hn I Hollis 'l'own 1836,37, 79, Artemus 
Parmelee 1798, 1803, 1807, Silas Ward 1840 Gideon K. Morse 1841 
Orosby 1799, 1801, Daniel Rice 1800, 157, 58, Ge~rge E. Rice 1842,43, 44, 
1802, James Palmer 1808-16, ,Totham 4546 52535455 Oliver Pike 1847 
P'k 7' 2 H I R' , , , • , , ,I e 181' -' 1, aze ton lCe, 1822, 48, Daniel Hill 1849,50, Hiram A-I. 
23,24,32, 33, 37, 51, Leonard Clark Oorse 1851, Ezra Stetson 1856, Ha
1825, 26, 27. 29, Henry S. Oooper zelton Rice, Jr. 1859, 60, Hollis 
1828, Joseph Morse 1830, 31, 38-45, Town, Jr, 1861, 62, 66.67,68,69,70, 
Levi ~Snow 18?4-36, Rufus Cobb 71, 72, 73, 78, Emory I. Curtis 1863, 
1346-01, John Kmsman Jr., 1852-55, 64 Sumner Ourtis 1865 James 0, 
Gideon N. Parsons ~855, A-lilo R. Wheeler 1873, 75,76,77: 80, Oharles 
Orosby IS50-58. HollIS Town 1859· S. Ourtis 1874 Alfred A. Pike 1881 
69, Sumner Ourtis 1870-72, Elliot 82, 83, Mert TUdas 1891. ' 
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TOWNSHEND. 

By JUDGE JAMES H. PHELPS. 

TOWNSH END i an abundant supply of pure water. 
. : The land rises, often gradually, 

The oldest towns in the present sometimes precipitously, to. the 
county of Windham were granted by ridges by which the valleys are term
the Colonial government of New inated. These divides are of con
Hampshire, when Benning ~ent- siderable height, and especially in 
worth was governor of that provmce. the vicinity of West river, present a 
Their corporate names remind one succession of rocky hills. Two of 
of the Earl of Halifax, the Duke of these eminences have been named 
Marlborough, the Earl of Wilming- Peaked mountain and Bald moun
ton, the Marquis of Rockingham,. tain, from the peculiarity of their 
Francis Fane and Oharles Towns- i appearance. 
hend. who were distinguished mem- The original town has nearly the ""
bers of the ministries at whose pleas- rock formations which exist in Ac
ure Gov. Wentworth held his office. ton. Fine specimens of water crys-

Of New Hampshire Grants on the tals have been found at the south
east side of the Green Mountains, east part of the town. A ledge upon 
the seventh in chronological order the James Grev farm affords materi
was called Townshend. This town al for excelle~t lime. Boulders of 
is situated a little north of the geo- ~'ranite and syenite that can be split 
graphical center of Windham coun- mto fence posts are occasionally 
ty, and at the time Acton was an- found. The primitive forest, nn
nexed was bonnded N. by Acton and broken, and extending to the sum
Athens, E. by Athens and Brookline, mit of the hills, mostly consisting of 
S. by Brookline and Newfane, W. by maple, birch, beech, hemlock and 
Wardsboro, Jamaica and Windham. spruce. Among these are inter
While on the E. aud S. the bounds sperced the ash, oak and elm, bass
of 1840 remain at the present day. wood, cottonwood, butternut and 

Within the limits of the town are pine. 
four neighborhoods: the East ViI- Two flourishing villages besides -lage, West Village, Harmonyville, many comfortable and desirable 
and Simpsonville. Of these, the dwellings scattered about town, are 
largest is the East Village, which is. outgrowths of what has been done 
the business center. .. here in the way of business. The 

West river in passing through the inhabitants, with few exceptions, 
southwesterly part of the town re- have been engaged in agricuJtural 
ceives the waters of Acton brook, pursuits, and their snccess bas been 
Fair brook, Negro brook, Jay brook, such that Townshend in 1891 ranks 
and Mill brook. Fletcher brook is in population as ninth of 23 towns 
a tributary of Acton brook. Nu- comprising the county of Windham, 
meroue springs and rivulets furnish and the sixth in wealth. 
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'rhe original proprietors of cl'owns
hend obtained title from the crown 
through the Colonial Govemor 
and council of New Hampshire. 
'['he town charter is dated June 20, 
1753. It i" in the usual form and 
we now give only the particulars 
wherein it is supposed to differ from 
any township charter executed by 
the same magistracy. 

The pl'emises conveyed are bound
ed as follows: "Beginning at a 
stake and stones, the northeasterly 
corner of Fane, thence running six 
miles N. 20° E. to a stake and stones, 
thence W. 10° N. to a stake and 
stones, thence S. 20° W. to the N. W. 
cornel' of Fane, thence E. 10° S. by 
Fane aforesaid, to the N. E. cornel' 
thereof, being the stake and stones 
begun at." 

Another portion of the charter is 
Hexpressed in these words: The 

first meeting for the choice of town 
officers, agreeable to the laws of our 
said province, shall be held on the 
last Wednesday in August, next, 
which meeting sha.ll be notified by 
John Hazeltine, Esq., who is hereby 
also appointed the moderator of said 
first meeting, which he is to notify 
and govern agreeable to the laws and 
customs of our said Province, and 
that the annual meeting forever here
after, for the choice of such officers 
of said town, shall be on the second 
Wednesday in March, annually." 

The ownership of the grant was 
divided into 74 shares, 69 persons 
whose names are on the back of the 
charter, took one share each, the 
other five shares are conveyed in 
these words: "To His Excellency, 
Benning Wentworth, Esq., a tract of 
land to contain five hundred acres, 
which is to be acconnted two of the 
within shares. One whole share for 
the incorporated society for Propa
gating the Gospel in Foreign parts. 
One whole share for the first settled 
llinister of the Gospel in said town. 
One whole glebe for the Ministry of 
the Church of England as by law es
tablished. " 

The sixty-nine grantees arranged 

in alphabetical order comprise the 
the following names: 

Theodore Atkinson, Marshall 
Baker, Moses Baker, IsaaG Barnard, 
Jonathan Barnard, Joshua Barnard, 
Luke Brown, Abel Chase, jr., Daniel 
Chase, Moody Chase, l\loses Chllse, 
Samuel Chase, Samuel Chase, jr., 
Alexander Clayton, John Clements, 
Samuel Daggett, jr., Thomas Den
ney, John Downing, J oscph Dyer, 
Elisha E'isk, Ebenezer Fisk, Eleazcl' 
Fletcher, Jonathan Fry, Isaac Gale, 
Josiah Gale, Samuel Gile, Jonathan 
Hale, David Hall, David Ball, jr., 
Isaac Harrington, Isaac Harrington, 
jr., Samuel HaWley, Abner Hazel
tine, John Hazeltine, Paul Hazel
tine, Silas Hazeltine, Antipas Hol
land, Jonathan Halman, Solomon 
Halman, Solomon Halman, jr., 
J ames Leland, Phinpas Leland, Ben
jamin Marsh, Isaac Miller, Eliakim 
Rice, Lemuel Robbins, Abner Saw
yer, Sampson Sheafe, Henry Shel
burne, Jesse Smith, Samuel Smith, 
Joseph Sparhawk, John Stowell, 
Hezekiah Stowell, Jason Wait, 
Jonathan Wait, Jonathan Wait, jr., 
Nathaniel Wait, Henry Walker, 
Hezekiah Ward, Daniel Warner, 
Jonas Warner, jr., James Wellman, 
John Wentworth, jr., Richard 
Wi bird, Jonathan Wilson. Benjamin 
Woodbury, Joshua Woodbury, Wil
liam Joany. Each of the shares, ex
cept those of the governor, represents 
a little morethan three hundred and 
thirteen acres of land. Records'in 
the town clerk's office show that 
Rev. Nicolas Dudley and Luke 
Knowlton, conveyed the rights which 
belonged to the governor. The 
ministerial right passed to Rev. 
Nicolas Dudley, and was located 
where Deacon Belknap afterwards 
lived. The glebe seems to have been 
located upon the steepest part of the 
rocky hill back of the present resi
dence of Col. 'l'witchell. 

Nothing is known of what became 
of the original charter. In the town 
clerk's office there is a copy which 
was duly authenticated by the Sec
retaryof State of New Hampshire, 
on the 29th of June, 1774. Upon it 
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is also the following certificate, in 
compliance likely with some action 
under a resolu tion of the General 
Assembly passed in Jnne, 1779. 

"State of Vermont. 
Surveyor General's office, Aug. 

7, 1780. 
The foregoing charter and bounds 

of the several towns, (Halifax. 
Marlborough, Fane and Newfane) 
are recorded in the first book of New 
Hampshire charters, from page 20 
to 28. 

Examined by 
IRA ALLEN, 

Surveyor General." 

001. John Hazeitine procured the 
granting of the township, and the 
first settlers used to relate that he 
had names of his neighbors and ac

settlement of the town; it also con
tains the pitches of land made by 
the proprietors, and laid out by com
mittees appointed for that purpose; 
but no conveyance from grantor to 
grantee was. r.ecorded therein. 

We now present a copy of the 
proprietor's record prior to the year 
1755. 

Warning and proceedings of first 
meeting of the proprietors. 

July the 24th, 1753. 
I, the subscriber, being appointed 

by the governor and council of New 
Hampshire government to notify the 
grantees of a new township, viz: 
Townshend, to attend the first meet
~ng 0': the last Wednesday of August 
III t.hIS present year; you are her~by 
notIfied to attend the first meetlllg 
of th~ grantees_of 'l'ownshen.d, in t~e 

quaintances entered as grantees on IProv~nce of 1\ ew Hampslnre, sard 
back of the charter without thei r meetmg to be held at the house of 
knowledge; that soon after the town Mr. Luke Brown, innhold er, i~ ,r01'

was granted, he went round and cester, at ten of the clock III the 
called upon these unadvised 01'0- forenoon 0./ t he las t Wednesday of 
prietors, saying to each: "What Aug. ~753; to choose town officers 
shall I give you for a quit clai'lll of for saml!TQ)w?sh~nd, agre~ably to the 
your right in Townshend?" 'J'he la,:".s of the P!,o~ce of New Hamp
invariable reply was, "I don't know sh~te; and hkewise to choose .pro
as I have aot any right or interes t FflCtOI"S officers for t he townshIp of 
there." Tbhi s answer brought Ollt 'Iownshend: ~nd also to tt'an~act 
the inquiry, "what is it worth to 
you then, and what will yon take ftlr 
it?" The satisfactory reply was, 
H Oh, give us a mug of tod, and I 
will deed yon all the right I have to 
anything up there." 1'he liquor 
would soon be furnished, and under 
its inspiration a deed would be ex

~Llly other. aff!tu's, ~atters or thlllgS 
that the~a!d 1}l'op-l'l8t6rs or grantees 
shall trunk J;"ll'ope.rto encourage, 
promote .and 10l'ward the settlement 
of the saId town of Townshend. 

JOHN HAZELTINE. 
At a meeting of the grantees of 

the township in the Province of New 
ecuted. There may be more fact Hampshire, regularl y assembled and 
than fiction in the story, for our met at the house of Mr. Luke Brown, 
land records show that within nine on the last Wednesd~y of August, 
months from date of charter, 001. at ten of the clock in the forenooH, 
Hazeltine became owner of sixteen in the year 1753. Said meeting was 
rights' for the consideration of one authorized and appointed by his ex
tlhilling each, which is the sum. he cellency, the governor, and the honor
would have paid for the toddy, had able council of said Province of N ew 
it been brough t in when a deed of Hampshire, in and by the charter of 
one of the rights was delivered to said Townshend; and likeyvise John 

. him. Ha.zeltine appointed moderator of 
The proprietor's book of r~c~rds said meetings; at said meeting the 

shows wha t was done by the ongmal followin g votes were passed, or the 
grantees to effect a division in sever- things hereafter mentioned were 
alty of this land, and to forward a transacted. 
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1. William Young, chosen town 
clerk for said Townshend and like
wis~ clerk for said gl'ant~es in land 
affaIrs, and sworn to the faithful dis
charge of his office in the meeting. 

2. John Hazeltine, Esq., Isaac 
Barnard, Esq., and :Mr. Benjamin 
Woodbury, Benjamin Marsh and 
William Young, chosen select~en. 

3. William Young and rl'homas 
Denney, chosen assessors. 

4. Jonathan Haile, chosen treas
urer, and was sworn to the faithful 
discharge of said office in said meet
ing. 

5. Abner Hazeltine, chosen con
stable and collector. 

6. Voted, that the above named 
selectmen be a committee to prose
eu te affairs respecting the settlemen t 
of said Townshend, and agreeable to 
such directions as shall be hereafter 
given them. 

ing, 14 days before the meeting, at 
the dwelling houses of Mr. Luke 
Brown in Worcester, Jonathan 
Haile and Samuel Buck in Sutton; 
and that in said notifications be in
serted the time when and place 
where, of such meetings, together 
with the articles to be acted upon by 
said grantees when met. 

11. Voted, that the charges or 
expenses of this meeting, viz: five 
ponnds, five shillings and three 
pence, old tenor, be paid by the 
treasurer, Mr. Jonathan Haile, out 
of the public money of said society 
or grantees. 

Then said meeting was dissolved. 
Test, 

WILLIAM YOUNG, P. Clerk. 
. 

'fhIl~ the French and Indian war 
was r!igIllg, ~ settlement of the town 
was lIn~ractlCable, and proeeedings 

7. Voted, that said committee ?f propnetors were snspended dur
proceed to run the lines or bounds mg the event~ul years from 1754 to 
of said township, agreeable to the 1761. The "-IOtor;: of W olf~ in 1759 
chartcr, as soon as may be; likewise ~nd the capItulatIOn of vaudreuil 
that tract of land noted in the III 176?, followed by the. treaties of 
charter of which each grantee is to Fontambleau and. ~arIs, severe~ 
be allotted one acre. Canada and the dIstrIcts east of It 

8. Voted that said committee from the control of France. Freneh 
then proceed and layout seventv- and Indian incursions, which had so 
two lotR, each lot to contain as -a long scourged the people of New 
standard either forty or fifty acres, England, we;e to be !eared no long
as said committee upon viewing said er. A frontIer of wIde extent had 
township shall judge convenient or been ~pened for se~tlement under 
m?st proper; and that said lots be the qUIet a?d. securl~y of. English 
laId out quantity for quality; and Irule. ProvmClal soldIers dIscharged 
also five hundred acres in one tract I~lpon the surrender of the French 
for his excellency, Benning 'Went- i In Canada, and resolute adventurers 
worth, agreeably to the charter. flocked hither to occupy and become 

9. Voted, that a tax of two dol- owners ~f the land known as the 
lars be assessed on each right and HampshIre Grants. 
that said tax be paid to the treas- Settlement of the town was com
urer ~t or before next meeting for me!1Ced by John Baird, Thomas 
drawmg of the lots. Voted, also, Ball"d and Col.Johll Hazeltine, about 
that any of the grantees w~ich shall the first of. June, 1761. Nothing 
neglect or refuse to pay saId tax as was done thIS season, except to build 
above shall be secluded the pri vilege a log hut and commence work 
of drawing his or their lot or lots. upon the lots taken by the new 

10. Voted, that the above named comers. Years ago, the following 
-committee be a committee to ap- anecdote was in circulation about 
point meetings of said grantees for the first settlement of the town. 
the futurtl; and that they notify all The story is given as we wrote it 
Buch meetings as they shall appoint from the lips of an old gentleman: 
by posting up notifications in writ- At a meeting in .Massachusetts of 
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t. ,IDce of New HampshIre and New 
presen" they saw ~hat the Colonel York. 'rhis order was proclaimed' 
was up to, and mIstrust~d that he by Gov. Colden of New York, on --..would be in Townshend as soon as the 10th day of April, 1765; and 
possible, to take up the best lots. the governor of New Hampshire by 
They determined to get in ahead proclamation, recommended to the 
of him, and started for this town at r proprietors and settlers of "the 
close of the meeting. Col. Hazel· grants," submission and due obe
tine went home and passed the diellce to the authority and laws of 
night. Early in the morning he the colony of New York. 
said to his wife, "I am going to The proprietors of 1'ownshend 
Townshend." He was soon on his were neither alarmed nor made in
way and without an unnecessary dignallt by the transfer of jurisdic
halt, came to what is now called the I tion to New York. Management 
Elder Hodges farm, in Newfane I and control of their proprietary in
where he stopped over night. Start~ terest were little changed theI~eby. 
ing in good season the next day and Whatever opposition was made to 
hurrying on, it was not late when these land-titles proved to be of a 
he forded West river where the low- yielding nature, and they submitted 
er bridge stands. On reaching the to t.he new authority: In due time, ......bank, he saw a smoke and near it theIr New HampshIre charter was 
found the two Bairds engaged in confirmed by the government of 
clearing a spot for their cabin. In- New York, in response to a petition 
stantly comprehending the situa- for that purpose. Agreeably to a 
tion, the old gentleman, with a low colonial statute of New York, deeds 
bow and bland good-by, gave the and conveyances of any interest in 
bridle reins a jerk or two, put spurs real estate were recorded in the Eec
to his horse, rode on and selected retary's office of the colony, or in 

the grantees, old Col. Hazeltine got 
it so fixed that the proprietor-who 
should get here first, with the in
tention to settle, might have the 
first choice of lots which had been 
surveyed. 'rhe two Bairds were 

1764-1774. I 
IBy an order in council passed on 

the 20th day of July, 1764, King 
George the III declared the western 
bank of Connecticut river to be 
~he boundary line bet,,:een his prov

lots farther up the river. 
The land taken up by Col. Hazel-

tine in 1761, was situated in the 
west part of the town, where he soon 
afterwards built a log fort upon the 
meadow now owned by Deacon 
Pierce. During the same season, 
the Bairds located their rights near 
the ford of West river. Joseph 
Tyler of Uxbridge, and John Howe 
of Framingham, commenced their 
clearings in 1764; the former, upon 
the present Bridge farm near the 
east village; the latter, upon the 
Hiram Howe farm in school district 
No.7. John Burt of Killingly, 
Conn., and Paul Hazeltine of Ux

-bridge, came in 1765. N one of the 
settlers remained here, however, 
during the winter months prior to 
1766. 

the county records of the county 
where the real estate was situated. 
This law was in force while the 
town remained under the jurisdic
tion of New York. 

MEETING OF THE PROPRIETORS, 

APRIL 5, 1774. 


Notice is hereby given to the pro ...prietors of Townshend, lying on ...
West river, so-called, to meet at the ! 
house of Paul Hazeltine, in said 
Townshend, on the first Tuesday of 
April next, at 10 o'clock in the 
morning, then and there to act on 
the following articles: 

1. 1'0 choose a moderator for 
the meeting. 

2. '1'0 see if the proprietors 
aforesaid will stand by Paul Hazel
tine aforesaid iL the suit which said 
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Paul Hazeltine is to answer, the 
third Tuesday of April next, at the 
city hall in New York, by being by 
the Supreme Court made defendant; 
or lose the land on which he now 
Ii ves. 

Attest, 
JOHN HAZELTINE. 

March 22, 1774. 

Met at time and place agreeably to 
the notification for said meeting. 

Voted, to send a man to New 
York, with power of substitution, 
to get Ml". Paul Hazeltine made de
fendant in the suit depending be
tween Luke Knowlton, Esq., and 
John Taylor. 

To choose a committee to notify 
the proprietors of 'Fane and New 
Marlboro to perambulate the lines of 
our towns with us, if they will, and 
if they refuse, said committee to go 
with a surveyor and measure the 
lines of the towns of aforesaid, as 
they shall think proper. Voted, 
that John Hazeltine. Esq., William 
Hayward, Joseph Tyler, Benjamin 
Howe and Ezra Holbrook, be a com
mittee to do the service spoken of. 

The division line between the pro
prietors of Townshend and Newfane 
had not been mutualJy established, 
and the suit above named probably 
was one of the results of this un
marked boundary. But however this 
may be, or whatever may have been 
the object or result of the suit afore
said, no attempt was ever made to 
dispossess any claimant under the 
New Hampshire charter of this town 
by virtue of title emanating from 
the government of New York. A 
third division of 50 acres of land to 
each right was ordered on the 29th 
day of May, 1780. The last meeting 
of the proprietors was held on the 
7th day of October, 1782. 

PROPRIETORS' CI,ERKS. 

1753, Aug. 29, William· Young; 
1761, May 25, James Taylor; 1166, 
April 21, Joshua Wood; 1769, :May 
10, Samuel Fletcher; 1778, J une18, 
Amos lIolbrook ; 1782, Oct. 1> Josh" 
ua Wood. 

Persons to whom the township 
were divided and names, are entered 
upon the proprietors' book as land 
owners: Asa Austin, John Barnard, 
.John Barnard, jr., Joshua Barnard, 
Joshua Barnard, jr., Thomas Barnes, 
Daniel Blanchard, Eben Burt, Capt. 
John Burt, Dr. Jonas Butterfield, 
Joseph Chamberlin's heirs, Amariah 
Chase, Lieut. Henry Chase, Joseph 
Chase, Jonathan Ulayton, Moses 
Cook, Caleb Darling, Lieut. Amri 
Doolittle, John Dresser, Uev. N ich
olas Dudley, Wid. Elizabeth Dyer, 
John Dyer, Joseph Vyer, Cyrus Fay, 
Thomas Fay, John Fish, Josiah 
Fish, Esq., Benjamin Fletcher, Sam
uel Fletcher, Jonas Gray, Caleb Hay
ward, Eli Hayward, Levi Hayward, 
Silas Hayward, William Hayward, 
John Hazeltine, Esq., John Hazel
tine, son of Silas; Paul Hazeltine, 
Peter Hazeltine, heirs Silas Hazel
tine, Silas Hazeltine, jr., Caleb Hill, 
John B. Hinds, Amos Holbrook, Asa 
Holbrook, Elias Holbrook, Ezra 
Holbrook, Moses Holbrook, Peter 
Holbrook, Timothy Holbrook, Anti
pas Holland, heirs; John Holland, 
Benjamin Howe, John Howe, Jobn 
Howe, jr., Michael Johnson, Wil
liam Johnson, Dr. "loses Ranney, 
Enos Lincoln, David Lindsey, 
Thomas Lowe, Mathew Martin, Ben
jamin Murdock, Ebenezer Ober, 
Samuel Parkhurst, Lovett Partridge, 
Jesse Penniman, Baily Ransom, 
Gardnel Ransom, Stephen Ransom, 
Thomas Ransom, Benjamin Ray, 
Thomas Read, Thomas Rice, Lemuel 
Robbins, William Robbins, Abner 
Sawyer, Ephriam Shepard, David 
Smith, Amariah Taft, Ebenezer 
Taft, Lyman Taft, Joseph Tyler, 
Esq., Susannah Tyler, widow; Wm. 
Utley, jr., James Walden, Jeshurum 
Walker, Timothy Walker, William 
Ward, James Watkins, James Wat
kins' heirs, Patience Watkins, wid
ow; Edward White, Ensign Samuel 
Wiswell, Dr. John Wood, Dr. Joshua 
Wood, Thomas Wood. 

By division of the original rights 
into parts and sale thereof, the num
ber of land owners was inOl'eased 
from 74 to 98, which is the number 

537 



" 


....~-~~----:---,---------------,------------------

538 VER~fONT HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. ~ 
to whom the town was laid out on respondence, numbering 51 mem
pitch and survey. Distributions of bers, was appointed in the city of 
the land was so cOI'Tectly done by New York, for the purpose of draw
the proprietors' committees, that ing out and uniting the sentiments 
courts have never been called upon of the people in opposition to the "\ 

to decide more land cases from Boston Port Bill and other laws of 
Townshend than from any town Parliament, and cnating that public 
where the land was lotted and drawn opinion of which the first Continen
for in the usual way. No minute or tal Congress, with its resolves and 
record has been preserved of what recommendations, was the outcome. ~ 

was done at any town meeting in 
Townshend previous to March, 1781. 
By an official signature of Samuel 
Fletcher, it was shown that Ii con
stable, who was a resident town offi
cer, was serving here on the 6th day 
of May, 1771. Probably the town 

~Ieetings of the people in Cumber
land county were held to consider 
the measures and policy of the Brit
ish government relating to the ad
ministration of the English colonies 
in North America. The first of these 
meetings was a convention which as

was organized a few weeks before sembled at Westminster on the 19th 
May of the year 1771, and in con- day of October, 1774; 18 delegates 
formity with the law of New York, from 12 towns were present, and 
requiring certain town officers to be John Hazeltine, a delegate from 
chosen annually on the day named Townshend, was appointed chairman 
in the charter, or on the first Tuesday of the meeting. That assembly had 
in April. The writer of an article in under consideration a letter from 
Thompson's Gazetteer however, says: Isaac Low, chairman of the commit.. 
«The first meeting for the trans- tee of correspondence of New York, 

lO;.,action of town business was on thc also the Act of the British Parlia-
\ 

30th of May, 1771." ment laying a tax or duty on tes,for 
'rhe following is a copy of the the purpose of Taising a revenue in 

census of Townshend, taken early in America; the Boston Port Bill, so 
1771, pursuant to directions from called; and divers other late Actsof \the governor of New York: the British Parliament. After sun

" }
Heads of famiiies in the town of dry debates on the subject matter 

Townshend: .John BurL, Moses of Mr. Low's letter, and on the Act!! ~, 
Cook, Benjamin Field, Benjamin of Parliament above named, the con
Fletcher, Samuel Fletcher, Isaac A. vention made a sta.tement of certain 
Hart, Paul Haywood, William Hay- rights that belonged to English col
ward. John Hazeltine, Esq., Paul onists in America, and then passed 'I 
Hazeltine, Peter Hazeltine, Moses the following among other resoln .,1 
Holbrook, John Hopkins, Benjamin, tions : 
Howe, John Howe, John Howe, jr., I "11. That we will defend our king ,• 
William Johnson, David Lindsey,' while he reigns over us, his subjects, , 
Mathew Martin, Benjamin Mnr
dock, Ebenezer Ober, Thomas Read, 
Benjamin Street, Joseph Tyler. 

Number of heads of families, 25; 
males nnder 16, 33 ; males above 16 
and under 60, 40; males 60 and up
wards, 1 ; females under 16, 35 ; fe
males above 16, 26; total,35; blacks, 
females above 16, 1; grand total, 
136. SAMUEL FLETCHER, 

Constable. 
Townshend, May 6, 1771. 

In May, 1774, a committee of co1'

and wish his reign may be long and 
glorious, so will we defend our just 
rights as British subjects, against any 
power that shall attempt to deprive " 
us of them, wnile breath is in our " 
nostrels, and blood in our veins." 

1775-1777. 

Warrants for calling a county con
vention on the 7th day of February, 
1775, were signed by John Hazel
tine, on the 30th day of the preced
ing January. This body met at 
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Westminster and delegates from 12 
towns were in attendance. 'John 
Hazeltine was chosen moderator. 
'I.'his convention recommended it to 
their constitnents, "To choose a 
man for their supervisor at the next 
annual meeting, such as they would 
choose if they were to send him to 
New York as their assemblyman; 
that so the supervisors may select 
two men out of their body, such as 
they shall think most proper, which 
they, the supervisors of the county 
are desired to retmn to' ther constit
uents for their consideration and ap
probation by a regular vote, when 
called upon to choose assemblymen 
in said county." 

A standing committee of corres
pondence, consisting of 28 members 
from 21 towns, was appoin ted to cor
respond with the committees of cor
respondence elsewhere. John Haz
eltine was appointed chairman of the 
committee of correspondence; and 
.he was "Empowered to call the 
.county together, by way of their del
egates, on any important emergen
cy." It was ordered that on the ap
plication of the committee of three 
towns to our chairman, it be in his 
power to call a meeting of the com
mittee if he shall think proper, but 
on application of five towns by the 
committees. that then a meeting 
shall be called immediately." 

No record has been preserved 
the election of town officers in this 
town for the years, 1775 and 1776. 
The Dorset convention of July 24, 
1776, was the first representative 
which decided that an appeal to the 
inhabitants of the Grants should be 
made to have them form the sam" 
into a seperate State. Townshend 
was the only town on the East side 
of the Green Mountains, represented 
in that Assembly. 

'I.'he first step taken by the conven

ceedings of the convention to the 
inhabitants on the East side of the 
mountain, and to treat with said in
habitants relative to their associat
ing with that assembly. Capt. He
man Allen, Col. William Marsh and 
Dr. Jonas Fay, in conjunction with 
Capt. Samuel Fletcher and Mr. 
Josiah Fisk, the two delegates from 
this town, were chosen the committee. 
Dr. Jonas Fay, Col. Thomas Chit
tendon and Lieut. Ira Allen were 
appointed to prepare instructions 
for said committee. So influential 
and energetic a committee under so 
able guidance would be likely to suc
ceed, when success was possible. 

When the convention above nam
ed was held inhabitants on the 
West side of the Green Mountains 
very generally favored the move
ment for a new State. On the East 
side of the mountains, however, the 
new State party did not number one
half of the people. But the party 
was growing fast. The convention 
proposed to ruin an adverse majority 
by sending the wisest and most 
sagacious members of that body to 
labor for this objeet with the people 
on the East I'ide of the mountains. 

For this town, the plan of the 
convention was so thoroughly ex
ecuted, that by the month of Dec
ember, 1776, all the inhabitants 
were in favor of independence of the 
Grants. Every member of the con
vention, save one, signed the fore
going association. Among the sign
ers are the names of Samuel Fletcher 
and Josiah :Fisk. the delegates from 
Townsend. After Nov., 1776, no 
inhabitants of the town were friend
ly to the jurisdiction of New York. 

MILITARY. 
Residcnts of this town during the 

Revolutionary war, who were in 
active military service, served with 

tion towards the making of the continental tI'OOPS, or they belonged 
appeal was to declare its purpose in to the militia of Vermont. Militia
the form of a resolution, "that ap- men of this town were called out by 
plication be made to the inhabitants State officers to fight British tl'OOPS, 
of said Grants to form the same into: to defend this State, and to put 
a separate district." A committee: down insurrection at home. Names 
was then raised to exhibit the pro- of privates and subalterns upon 
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those ocasions are unknown to us; ain, the president, by act of Con
but among the commissioned officers. gress, approved May 9, 1794, was 
were Brig. Gen'l Samuel Fletcher, authorized to require of the execu
Oapt. Josiah Fisk, Capt. John Bnrt, . tives of the several States to take 
Capt. Josiah Tyler. The military effectual measures, as Boon as may 
<lompany of this town, with Capt. be, to organize, arm and equip ac
Samuel Fletcher at its heatl, partic- cording to law, and hold to march 
ipated in the battle of Bennington, at a moment's warning, the follow
and continued in the field until the ing proportions respectively, of 
Burrender of Burgoyne in the follow- 80,000 effective militia, officers in
ing October. Joseph Tyler, a mem- cluded, to wit: From the State of 
ber of the company, received a pen- Vermont 2139 * * • • * 
Bion from Vermont, by reason of a By reason of orders from Vermont 
wound received in that engagement. officers to carry into effect the fore
Tradition says that every man be- going law of Congress, a town meet
longing to the cOIlipany was at the ing was duly called in this town, 
front during the campaign of 1777; "To act on the request of Samuel 
and no one can doubt the truth of Fletcher, Esq., and others, to raise a 
the statement, who knows the char- sum of money snfficient to make up 
acter and influence of Capt. Fletcher, the wages of those men who are 
or the spirit and patriotism of his called upon to march at a moment's 
townsmen. Of the Vermont militia warning from this town, to the fol
assembled at Brattleboro in Jan. lowing sums, viz: For a sergeant, 
1784, in order to crush the Yorkers, forty-eight shillings per month; 
the company from this town num- corporal and music, forty-four shil
bered 53 men and was commanded lings per month; and privates, to 
~by Josiah Fisk. In Oct. 1781, a forty shillings per month, with what 
provision tax was laid by the legis- is now allowed them by Congress. 
lature for feeding the troops to be Provided the same be not granted 
employed in the service of this State them by the Legislature of the 
during the year 1782. State." 

Dec. 13, 1781, the town voted as Upon this article of the warning 
follows: That $180 and interest on the town voted on the 8th day of 
the same since the year 1777, be im- September .. Although this vote of 
mediately assessed, and the same be the town was of no consequence, so 
paid to the committee'that borrowed far as ex[enditure of money is con
this sum of John Hazeltme, Esq., in. cerned, still, it is very gratifying to 
the year 1777, for a bounty to the know that the inhabitants of Town
men that went into the service. shend, in a critical time, promptly 

During the Febrnary session of gave the response of a generous and 
the Vermont Legislature in 1782, a loyal people to the call of President 
,statute was passed requiring "that 
there be 300 effective, able-bodied 
men (including officers) raised in 
the several towns within the St3te 
(except the towns on Connecticut 
river north of Barnet) to be com
manded by 1 major, 5 captains, 10 
lieutenants, 20 sergeants, and 20 
corporals, and to be allowed 10 
drummers and iifers. 

In consequence of the country's 
·domestic troubles, the state of affairs 
·on the Indian frontier, our relations 
with France, and the claim to bel
ligerent rights made by Great Brit-

Washington. 
At this time as in 1794, no resort 

was had to arms; and the National 
laws were enforced no further than 
to have men ready on summons, to 
take the field. . 

WAR 0]' 1812. 

We have the following statement 
dictated to us by Lucius T. Whee
lock, in 1869. Early in the spring 
of 1813, I was engaged in recruiting 
men for the United States army, 
and enlisted myself during May of 
that year, receiving the appointment 
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of sergeant. .My «ommissioD as en- Graves, Dr. W. R. Ranney, Oliver 
sign is dated in the fall of 181:;, and Wilkinson, Jr., Samuel Gray, Dana 
I was secQud lieutenant when dis- Bailey; 1829, Charles Phelps, James 
charged ill SepteII\ber, l815., af- Kimball, Epaphroditus Ransom, 
tel' war closed. I belonged to the Samuel Gray, Oliver Wilkinson, Jr., 
31st regiment of infantry, COl.n- Horace Starkweather, W. R. Ran
manded by Col. Dana. Ofthe fights ney; 1830, Uharles Phelps, W. R. 
in which I participated, the more Ranney, James Kimball, Silas Clark, 
important were those at Chateau:. Horace Starkweather, Oliver Wil
gay, the Stone Mill, and the battle kin son, Jr., Samuel Gray; 1831, 
of Plattsburgh. I remember that Charles Phelps, Oliver Wilkinson, 
Stephen Barnard, 'rhomas Lowe, Jr., Epaphroditus Ransom, Silas 
Benjamin Shattl;lCk, John Shattuck, Clark, Horace Starkweather, W. R. 
Thomas Holbrook, and 'rhomas Ranney, Simeon Chamberlain; 1832, 
Parkhurst enlisted from this town Charles Phelps, W. R. Hanney, 
and served in the last war with Dana Bailey, Simeon Chamberlain, 
Great BrItain. John Shattuck and Charles Clark; 1833, Simeon Cham
Lowe were wounded. Lowe be-berlain, Charles Phelps, Horatio N. 
longed to the 11th regiment of in- Graves, Epaphroditus Ransom, 
fantryand received a pension dm-

life for wounds received in bat
tIe at Lundy's Lane. . 

WAR FOR THE lJ:S-ION, 1861-65. 

'rhe town paid to this State a 
l;>ounty of $400.85 for a recruit from 
the Southern States; also to Mrs. 
Hutchins *100, being bounty due O. 
S. Hutchins, a, three-years man, who 
died in hospital before leaving the 
State for the seat of war. 

SUMMARY. 

No. nine-months men furnished ___ _ igNo. one·year men... _.. _. _. _______ _ 
No. three-years men _____ ... ______ _ 59 
Results of draft _________________'_ .. 9
No. substitutes____________________ _ 14 

120 

Bountypa~d nine-months men :Ii 1,875 00 
Bounty paId une-year men .. -- 5,177 00 
Bounty paid three-years men_ 9,000 85 
Oommutations paid ........_ 2.400 00 
Paid substitutes .. _........ __ 11,50000 
Paid services and expenses of 

agents to procure men.... 1,060 86 
$31 01371 

• 
DISTRICT SCHOOLS. 

For the last 40 years there has 
been from 20 to 28 weeks' schooling 
vearly in nearly all of the districts. 
The following were chosen superin
tending committee of schools, unner 
the statute passed in 1827: 

1828, Epaphroditlls Ransom, Rev: 
James Kimball, Hev.. Joseph M. 

Oliver Wilkinson, Jr. 
frOWn superintendents of schools 

' chosen in the following years: 
I 1R46-50, 1852-54:, Hev. Horace 
Fletcher; 1851, Waitstill R. Han
ney; 1855, Rev. ,John Wood; 1856
59, Claudius B. Smith; 1860-63, 
Rev. Chester L. Cushman; 1864-66
68, Nelson Winslow; 1867-71, Lin
coln E. Shattuck; 1869-70, George 
H. Houghton; 1872-76, Hev. Frank
lin W. Olmsted; 1I:l77-78, Prof. C. 
C. Boynton. 

On the 9th of January, 1837, the 
town appointed Clark Wilkinson, 
Samuel Gray, and Horace Howe, 
trustees to receive and take charge 
of such sum of United States de:posit 
money as the town may be entItled 
to receive from the treasurer of this 
State agreeably to an act of the 
I . 'I t . th f d N 
"egIS a Ul e ereo, approv~ ov. 

17, 1836. At the same meetmg the 
town passed the following resolu
tion: 

Resolved, As the sense of this 
meeting, that the money to be depos
ited in the hands of the trustees 
shall be loaned to individuals Of the 
town .with one or more sureties, in 
snms not less tlian fifty dollars, nOT 
over one hundred dollars; preference 
to be given to those who wish it to 
pay debts, over those who. are in easy 
circumstances. 

The following persons were chosen 
in the years set against their names, 
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to serve as trustees of the Uuited 
States deposit money: 

Olark Wilkinson, 1837-62, Samuel 
Gray, 1837-52, Horace Howe, 1837
42, Ralph Brintnall, 1843-45, John 
Blanchin, 1846-65, Oharles D. Bel
lamy, 1853-58, Oharles Clark, 1859
65, Alfred A. Ranney, 1864-65, 
James H. Phelps, 1866-78. 

1847, ~farch 29. The town voted 
to borrow fifteen hundred dollars of 
the United States deposit money, for 
benefit of the town. 

UNITED STATES DEPOSIT MONEY. 

Distributed to Townshend on 
census of 1830___ _ __ ___$3,308.67 

Distributed to Townshend on 
census of 1840____ 3,083.51 

Distributed to Townshend in
cluding Acton, on census of
1850____ ____________ 3,888.08 

Distributed to Townshend on 
census of 1860__ _________ 2,921.83 

Distributed to Townshend on 
census of 1870____ ____ 2,370.43 

SELECT SCHOOLS. 

Oommencing in 1826 and ending 
in 1833, during the fall of each year 
a select school was kept at the West 
Village. The terms for 1826 and 
1827 were kept by Mr. Fisher; 
th(.se for 1828 and 1829 by Mr. 
Oressy; and that for 1830 by Mr. 
Stuart. These gentlemen were col
lege graduates; the first two of Am
herst and the last of Middlebury 
college. 

THE LELAND AND GRAY SEMINARY. 

What is now the Leland and Gray 
Seminary at Townshend, was incor
porated by the Legislature of Ver
mont in 1834, under the name of 
the Leland Olassical and English 
School. The name was given in 
honor of Lieu t. Gov. Leland, a 
prominent clergyman in the Baptist 
denomillation. The school was or
ganized under the Woodstock Asso
ciation of Baptist Ohurchel;!. In 
1886, through the efforts of Mr. E. 
J. Knapp, a fund of over $11,000 
was obtained for this school. A. F. 
Tilton, A. B., was the first principal. 
Other prominent names appear as 

instructors. Among them are "Moses 
Lyford, H. L. Wayland, O. B. 
Smith, Horace Burchard, Edward 
Judson, Milon Davidson, and O. O. 
Boynton. D. O. Smyth is the prsent 
principal. J!]nglish and classical 
studies are taught. Pupils aI'e fitted 
for any New England college. 

MERCHANTS. 

The merchants in Townshend, so 
far back as any record can be found, 
are a Mr. Harris, a Mr. Evans, Doo
little & Ripley, John P. Marsh, Joe 
Belknap. ·When Townshend or Town
shend proper was started, these out
side stores began to stop business, 
and all business began to be dDne at 
the centre. Shafter & Wilson, E. 
Lathau, A. Birchard, Eseck Atwood, 
N. Oheney, George Lewis Joy, S. F. 
Thompson, Mr. Oonverse, S. D. 
Winslow, W. S. Holland, Abner 
Johnson, Henry Weatherbee, Starky 
& Howard, A. Elliott Howard, How
ard & Salisbury, Winslow & Good
hue, Frank Thompson, Dunton & 
Ballou, L. I. Winslow & E. J. 
Knapp, L. O. Thayer, W. E. Oorse. 

The different tinmen in town were 
Wiley & Brintnal, Brintnal & Bella
my, Bellamy & Austin, Austin & 
Wilson, Wilson & Wiswell, ..F. B. 
Ober, O. F. Woods. Oharles Clark 
& Son, Higgins & Kenyon. 

PHYSICIANS. 

John Hazelton was a son of Paul 
Hazeltiue and grandson of 001. .John 
Hazeltine. We have t.he doctor's 
autograph and give his spelling of 
his surname. 

In July, 1775, Dr. Hazelton owned 
and lived upon the farm where John 
Sanderson resides. His house and 
office stood on the old road leading 
to Windam. The house was built 
in 1785. His first wife was Lieut. 
Amzi Doolittle's sister, by whom he 
had 12 children; seven died in infan
cy and two others did not attain the 
age of 10 years. His second wife was 
Dr. Nathan W~ek's sister; children 5. 

During six montl1l3 of the year 
1781, he served as surgeon of 001. 
Fletcher's regiment of State troops, 
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and attended upon the garrisons at 
Castleton and Pittsford. He r-epre
sented this town in the General As
sembLy of 1791, '94 and '95 He 
died in Manchester, Vt., July, 1822. 

Waitstill R. Ranney moved his 
family from Chester, Vt., to tbis 
village ill 1814, and lived here till 
the fall of 1815, then he went to 
Wardsboro and resided until he came 
back here in the spring of 1820. In 
1822 he moved from the village to 
the farm purchased about that time 
of Ezekiel Ransom. He lived on 
this farm until 1837. when he re
moved to the village of East ~'owi:J.s
hend and Iived there the remainder 
of his days. He was married twice 
and had by his first wife 13 children 
who survived him. He represented 
Townshend in the Constitutional 
Convention of 1828, and General 
Assembly of 1833, and was one of the 
senators from this county in the Leg
islatures of 1836,-'37,-'38. He was 
elected lien tenant-governor of the 
State. 

As before stated, the children of 
Dr. Ranney were thirteen in number, 
all of whom the father gave a liberal 
education. They were as follows: 
Dr. Evander W. who settled in prac
tice and died in New York city, 
Darwin W. who became a teacher 
and afterwards .,minister and died in 
Brattleboro, Stella L. wife of Capt. 
She ron Gray, who settled and died in 
Townshend, Alfred A. died in Colo
rado, Dr. Henry D. now of New 
York, Dr. Lafayette, settled and 
died in New York. Ambrose, a law
yer of Boston, and at one time 
member of the national legislature, 
Dr. Stephen E. now of Bennington. 
Dr. James W. who died in New 
York, Helen L. wife of a Mr. Bottom 
of Shaftsbury now dead. Frances L. 
also married a Mr. Bottom of Shafts
bury now dead, Dr. Martin L. now 
a physician in New York city, and 
Mary A. now dead, who married a 
lawyer in New York. 

Moses Chamberlain commenced 
practice here in February, 1834. He 
moved to Jamaica after living here 
about one year, and died in that 

town. His wife was a daughter of 
Benjamin Felton, Esq. Anson L. 
Pettee moved his family in the 
spring of 1835, and occupied the 
house that had just been vacated by 
Dr. Chamberlain. William M. 
Sadd opened his office here in 
the fall of 1837. Near the close of 
1842 he Bold out to .John Bement, 
and left town in 1843; he married a 
daughter of William Parkhurst, 
and now resides at Claremont, N. H. 

Dana Hyde. Before reinoving 
here from Wardsboro, in 1841',. he 
had gained and ever after maintained 
the reputation of a well instructed 
practitioner. His wife was a daugh
ter of William Gregory of East Guil
ford. In 1826 and 27 he represented 
Guilford, his native town, in the 
General Assembly; and was Judge 
of Probate for the district of Marl
boro in 183'1 and '38. On his way 
home from a number of professional 
visits in Jamaica and Wardsboro, he 
and his son William were drowned 
while fording the stream below 
North Wardsboro, in April, 1850. 

John W. Gray. Not long after 
receiving the degree of Doctor of 
medicine, he came here in 1851. 
After staying about a year he moved 
his family to Bennington, Vt. The 
following Drs. have practiced medi
cine and lived in this part of the 
town: Chamberlain, Ranney, Silas 
Clark, Charles Clark, Acherson 
Allen, Starkweather. Perry, AyeI', 
Lovell, Hibbard, Ellis, Dowmng, 
Kenyon, Terrill, Osgood, and George 
Porter. 

ATTORNEYS. 

Samnel :e. Goodhue was admitted 
to the bar at November term, 1796, 
of Windham County Court. He 
opened an office here in 1806, and 
moved from this town in 1809. He 
died a patient at the Insane Asylum, 
Brattleboro, Vt. 

Charles Phelps was a son of 
Timothy Phelps of Marlboro; he was 
admitted to the bar of Windham 
County Court in 1807, and came 
here to reside on the 7th day of 
September of that year. A pair of 
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saddle-bags, with apparel therein, sisted largely of financial transac
and the .colt upon whose back he tions, was placed at first, partly, and 
rode, constituted the sum total of then wholly, in charge of the sub
his property. He married the daugh- ject of this notice. But the matters 
ter of J ennes Houghton of Guilford, to be handled were many, and were 
July 21, 1814, and had six children. i of such character that they could 
His wife and four children survived· not be concluded short of a term of 
him. He was elected member of the years. A business thus prolonged 
Vermont Oouncil in 1820-21-22; and which suited the person con
Judge of Probate for the District of ducting it could not easily be aban
Westminster in 1821-22-24; and a doned, even when the cause of its 
Judge of Windham Oounty Oourt in i beginning had ceased to exist. 
1832-33-34. Holding each of the. Hence it soon became a chief means 
above named offices for three years. of support, and has continued to the 

PopUlar education always found present day. The town offices which 
in him a l:I3ady and earnest sup- the people of his native town have 
porter. Through the purchase of eonfer red .upon him need not be 
warrants located in Illinois and is- mentioned. He was l'e~ister of the 
sued to soldiers of the Revolution, he Probate District of Westminster 
became owner of numerous tracts of from December 1, 1842, to Decem
land in that State. Nearly all of ber 1, 1846 ; a judge of Windham 
these lots amounting to very many Oounty Oourt from December 1, 
thousand dollars in value, wete given 1846, to 184;8; he represented 
to Knox Oollege a few months be- Townshend in the General Assem
fore his death. Down to 1830, his bly of 1848, 1849, 1867, and was 
books a.nd dockets contain abundant Sta~e senator in 18~4 and 1856. He 
evidence to show that his pl'ofes- married Miss Sophia A. Robbins, 
sional practice was large and remu- II November 7, 1844. Their children 
nerative. At that time his private are: Eliza Sophia, (Mrs. Pierce), 
affairs claimed and thereafter oc- bOI:n June 1, 1851, and Sarah Jane, 
cupied the greater part of his time. born October 20, 1853. 
His religious training began with the Minnus Kenney, John Roberts, 
dawn of understanding, The libra- Abishai Stoddard , James M. 
ries, lectures, public meetings, and Sharfter, now of San Francisco, 
religious privileg"s of a superior i practiced for a whil,e after being ad
order, which are so common in cities, . mitted to the bar at the time John 
were strong inducements for putting Roberts was here. 
an end to a longel' country life. The OoL John Hazeltine came from 
residence of a daughter in Oincin- Sutton, Mass., in the spring of 1769, 
nati, Ohio, decided the question. In and during the rest of his life his 
the fall of 1845, he removed with home was in this town. He lived 
his family to that city, where he in the same house with Samuel 
died on the 19th day of November Fletcher. his son-in-law. 
1854. .. 001. Hazeltine owned nearly one-

James H. Phelps, son of Charles I fourth of the town. This proprie
Phelps, was bo rn in West Towns- torshi p required a large expenditure 
hend, Vt., September 6, 1817, of time in procuring settlers to im
where he has always made his home. prove and possibly buy some of his 
After graduation at Middlebury 001- unoccupied acres. Weare informed 
lege in 1835, he studied law with! that his daughters were Rachel, Mrs. 
his father, and was admitted to the I Joshua Wood; Jenny, ~Irs. Jonas 
bar of Windham Oounty Oourt in' Butterfield; Lucy, Mrs. Joshua 
1839. About this time his father Barnard, Mehitable, Mrs. Samuel 
decided to close his business in Vel'- Fletcher; and Elizabeth, Mrs. Jo
mont and remove from the State. siah Fish. 
Settlement of his affairs, which con- His sons were Paul, who died a 
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resident of this town} Asa, who listener, and so gained a knowledge
moved from here to Bakersfield,.vt., of many legal principles which a 
and died there; Peter, who lived in person of his parts would be apt to 
this town; and Silas, who was a. apply correctly in unfolding the
manufacturer in Sutton, Mass .• twist of a complicated law-suit. 
Townshend land records show that From his first experience as a trial 
Colonel Hazeltine was living Sep- justice, the entire public had great 
tember 25, 1777, and that he died confidence in him as a magistrate. 
prior to June 12, 1778. Of his wid- While pursuing his studieEl, he de
ow, Mrs. Jane Hazeltine, we have voted a portion of his spare mo
the following account: "Col. Haz- ments to reading-a habit which 
eltine le::t a great portion of his grew with his advancing years. 
property to General Fletcher, and Later in life he was, indeed, a great 
his widow lived with said Fletcher reader. No person was oftener
till she died, (Feb. 16, 1810,) at the called upon to fill our town offices. 
age of 104 years. This old lady was In one position or other his service 
very industrious, always spinning at was almost cOlltinuous. This was 
the little wheel as long as she lived. the case also, in Jamaica, to which 
When she was 100 years old it is town he removed in 1825. When 
said that she got up from her wheel he gave up farming and returned to 
and danced." Townshend, in 1837, its voters, with 

From the records cf Sutton we unanimity, replaced him in the
learn that the Provincial Grant" of! offices which he had so acceptably 
that town to individuals, is dated filled in former years. In the ef
May 15, 1704; that Col. Hazeltine forts made to establish what is now 
was a dealer in lands there from Leland and Gray Seminary, he took 
June 15,1726, to Dec. 29,1768 ; and • a very active part. As one of the 
that the births of some of his child- committee for erecting the academy 
ren are dated as follows: Paul, Nov. building, his foresight and execu
20, 1728; Rachel, Feb. 26, 1730! tive talent were highly appreciated. 
Abigail, March 14, 1732; Elizabeth, During his residence in the State he 
Aug. 9, ] 735. was one of the board of trustees. 

Peter R. Taft.. During the win- He was chosen judge of Probate for 
ter of 1798-99, his father, Aaron the district of Westminster in 
Taft. came to this town from Ux- 1830-31-32 and 33; a judge of Wind
bridge, Mass., and bought the farm ham County Court in 1835-36 and 
whe:re Peter Hazeltine lived, on Taft 37; a justice of the peace in 1818 
hill. Peter R., then 14 years of and served 22 years. In the Gen
age, accompanied the family. He eral Assembly of 1818, 20, 22 and 
came all the way On foot and· drove 24 he represented 'l'ownshend, and 
the cow. In the winter, like other in 1827, 33 and 34 he represented 
farmers' boys. he did chores and Jamaica. 
went to the district school. During At the age of 25 years he was 
the other months, be spent his timEl married to Sylvia Howard of this 
in helping his father carryon the town, with whom he lived until her 
farm. His education, however, was death in 1866. 
under the oversight of his father, About 1839, his only child, Hon. 
who was a college graduate. Fond- Alphonzo Taft, commenced the 
ness for mathematics resulted in his practice of his profession in Cin
becoming a land surveyor, and re- cinnati, Ohio. To that city the 
ceiving the appointment of county father removed from this town in 
surveyor. The duties of this office 1841, and died there Jan. 1, 1867. 
often made necessary a long attend- _ 
ance on his part at the terms of our ~HE H01\ARD FAMILY. • 
County Court. On such occasions Ohapm Howard came. to town III 
he was a willing as well as attentive 1804, and was engaged m the tan
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ning business at West 'l'ownshend. 
He, in connection with his various 
partners, continued in that business 
at West Townshend until the fall of 
1832, when he removed to the East 
Village, where he lived the remain
der of his days. In 1834-5-6 he was 
chosen representative to the General 
Assembly. At his death he left a 
widow, a number of daughters and 
three sons, A. C. Howard, Ormando 
S. Howard and Banbridge E. How
ard. 

A. c. HOWARD. 

Chapin Howard's eldest son was 
born in West Townsend, March 2B. 
1812, and died at his residence in 
the East Village Jan. 9, 1881. In 
1835 he went to Michigan, then a 

JOSEPH TYLER. 

Joseph Tyler, born in Uxbridge, 
Mass., May 21,1737; died at Towns
hend, Vt., in the year 1815, aged 
78. 

Ruth, his wife, died in 'l'owns
hend, Vt., July, 1825, aged 92.. 

He removed to Townshend from 
Uxbridge in the winter of 1766. 
'l'hree children born to them in Ux
bridge were: Lydia, Zacheus and 
Betsey; children born in 'l'own
shbenld: Ruth, Joseph and Mehit
a e. 

His first house was a rude log 
cabin, and surrounded by dense for
ests in every direction, when he 
moved his family to Townshend. 
There were then some 15 families 

territory, where he invested in real living near him, all of whom, in the 
estate and laid the foundation of his spirit of the age, turned out with 
future large fortune. March 9, hand-sleds and went to Brattleboro, 
1841, he wall married to Hannah E., 17 miles further down the river to 
daughter of Daniel and Lucy help get his family to the new town. 
{Stephens) Cobb of Windham, and 'rhey had no path and had to be 
took his wife to Townshend, where guided by the river and marked ..., 
he remained until 1858, when he re- trees. ... 
moved to Chester, Vt., remaining Joseph Tyler was a very _ con
there 10 years, when he purchased I scientious, stern man, and was free 1 
the homestead of his deceased fa- to rebuke the sins of the early set
ther, where he spent the remainder tIers, which caused him to have 
of his days. At the time of his many enemies. He was no friend 
death he was a director of the Peo- to Great Britain and Great Britain 
pIe's National Bank of Brattl~boro. no friend of his, as is shown by the 
He represented Townshend III the British government once offering a 
Legislature of 1846 and 1847, and reward for his head. 
Chester in 1859-60. He was also a 
member of the constitutional con
vention of 1870. He bequeathed a 
legacy of $10,000 for the benefit of 
the poor of his native town. 

ORMANDO S. HOWARD, 

second son of 8hapin Howard, was 
born at West Townshend, Jan. 3, 
1816, and died at Townshend, July 
21, 1889. He was, during his life, 
a resident of his native town. He 
was married April 26, 1839, to Mary 
A. Fisher, and again July, 1852, to 
Mrs. Lucy M. Upham. He had a 
son and a daughter by his first wife 
and two sons and a daughter by his 
last wife. The sons and last daugh
ter survive him. 

The name of Joseph Tyler ap
pears among the 15 who first formed 
1\ Congregational church in Towns
hend in 1778. The first meeting 
house was built of logs. The first 
minister, Rev. Mr. Dudley. 

The Revolutionary war stirred the -. 
patriotic spirit of Joseph Tyler, and 
he joined a company of Vermon ters, 
under Capt. Fletcher, and crossed 
the Green mountains to Ticonderoga 
and thence to Bennington to join 
Gen. Stark's command. He was 
engaged in the Bennington battle 
and was sev~rely wounded, and was 
obliged to leave the service and went 
to his home a disabled man, in con
sequence of which he was granted a 
life pension. 
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Soon after coming home from the 
army he was made a justice of the 
peace and was afterwards elected a 
member of the Legislature for two 
years. 

EBENEZER BRIGHAM, 

moved to town before Vermont be
came a State. He built the house 

t where Deacon J. O. Follet now lives 
in 1801. There were born to him 
six children. He was an important 
man in town affairs. He died in 
1840. The children were John, 
Lyman, Moses, Judith, Wealthy and 
Whitney, all of whom are now dead, 
and mostly lived and died in town or 
adjoining towns. A grandson, Bela 
B. Brigham, is the only descendant 
living at this time in Townshend. 

WM. JAY. 

was a son of Wilder Jay, lived many 
years ago on the farm south of one 
Ober's present place. His cbildren 
yv. L. Jay, now a prominent lawyer 
and President of the Sioux National 
Bank of Sioux City, Iowa. George 
L. Jay also of Sioux Oity and Presi
dent of tbe Sioux Loan and Trust 
Oompany. Helen, who is the wife 
of a Mr. Hudson, a merchant of St. 
Louis. 

FORBES 

Brigham Forbes, born in Uxbridge, 
Mass., in 1803, came with his father, 
Moses Forbes, to Townshend, when 
three years old, and is a much respect
ed old man, who still lives at the age 
of 88, about half a mile south of the 
village. 

JOSEPH B. WARE, 

was born in Putney, Vt., Feb. 2, 
1810. In 18:l9, he married tv Mary 
H. Plummer of Brattle'boro. 'rhey 
had five children; only one is now 
living, .J. H. Ware. Mr. Ware rep
resented the town in the Legislature 
of 1880. The fiftieth anniversary 
of their marriage was celebrated lit 
their home March 25, 188!)' 

DEACON SAMUEL GRAY, 

was born in Townshend in 1796, he 
died in 1870. He was the only son 

of Jonas and Hannah Gray. He 
married Melinda .Tohnson. Their 
children were Martha, May, Oscar 
and Aurilla. He faithfullv served 
his town in various capacities. He 
was a liberal supporter of Leland and 
Gray Seminary.. At a time of great 
need he gave tIle institution five 
hundred dollars. 

COL. JONAS TWITCHELL, 

was bOl'n in Winchester, N. H., 
about the year 1805. His father died 
while Jonas was a young boy, and 
Jonas was bound out to a blacksmith. 
He consequently learned the black
smith's trade. At 21 years of age he 
came to West Townshend and work
ed as journeyman. He soon after 
married a Miss Robbins of Jamaica 
and moved to East Townshend on 
what was then known as the Tyler 
place. He then engaged in black
smithing and farming until his death, 
Jan. 7, 1878. While on the Tyler 
place his wife died, and he married 
for a second wife a Miss Felton of 
Jamaica. This last wife still survives 
him and now lives with one of her 
daughters in Athol, Mass. 001. 
Twitchell had three daughters and a 
son by his first wife and two daugh
ters and a son by his last wife. Al
though Col. 'l'witcbell was not liber
ally educated, he was a man of good 
judgment and common sense, repre
sented his town in the Legislature 
and at various times filled all the 
offices in the town. He was also 
president of the Windham County 
Savings Bank at the time of his 
death. 

HISTORY OF THE BAPTIST CHURCH. 

The First Baptist Ohurch was 
formed on the 20th day of Septem
ber, 1810, and existed until near the 
close of 1840. The meeting-bouse 
was built in 1817. 'rhe acting pas
tors of the church and society al'e as 
follows: Samuel Kingsbury, from 
ordination in 1808, to 1817; Benja
min 1. Lane, fall of 1817, to 1819 ; 
--- Lathrop, Jan. 1820, to June 
1821 ; George Robbinson, Dec. 1821, 
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to Dec. 1824; Joseph M. Graves, 
Jan. 1825, to Jan, 1829; Simeon 
Chamberlain, Mar. 1831, to Mar. 
1834; Hiram A. Graves, spring and 
summer of 1835; Nathan Ames, 
1836; Oharles ])'arrar, spring of 1837, 
to spring of 1838. . 

SECOND BAPTIST CHUROH. 

At the time of the organization of 
this body a Baptist church had ex
isted for 17 years at the West Vil
lage. It reported to the Woodstock 
association 103 members, with Rev. 
J. W. Graves, pastor. Samuel Gray 
served as clerk for forty years. 

On the first Sabbath of January, 
1828. it was voted to employ Rev. 
J. M. Graves one-third of the 
time. Voted to secure the services 
of Elder Kinsbury. The nex year 
Rev. Simeon Chamberlain supplied 
one-half the time. 

The next three years are memora
ble as the transition period of the 

tor May 1, 1872. In 1875 Rev. C. 
P. Frenyear was called to the pastor
ate~ He died May 10, 1876. Rev. 
T. M. Butler settled 1876; dis
missed October 29, 188~. Rev. R. 
S. Mitchel settled June 30, 1883; 
dismissed July u, 1887. Rev. W. D. 
Athf!arn settled Oct. 1, 1888; pres
ent pastor, 1891. 

The First Restorationist Church 
was organized in 1818, during the 
ministry of Rev. Russell Streeter. 
then o{Rockingham, who preac.hed 
in the meeting-house once a Dionth 
for two years. After Mr. Streeter 
went away the Restorationists ceaaed 
to have preaching at stated inter
vals. 

METHODIST. 

Commencing about the year 1830, 
the Methodist Conference having 
charge of this circuit sent some vety 
able clergymen who labored as itin
erate pl'eachers ill this and neigh

church. In 1832 Rev. R. ~I. Ely boring towns to about 1836. The 
received a call to be pastor, and first two who entered upon this ser
moved his family into the communi- vice were Rev. Mr. Becklev and Rev. 
ty. He was the first pastol' of the Mr. Fuller. They were followed by 
church, and the first minister to Rev. Zed. Twitchell and Rev. Mr. 
transfer his membership to the Brewster. In September, 1835, a 
church and supply its pulpit. In Methodist campmeeting, which 
1838 Mr. Ely resigned and removed j continued about a week, was held in 
to Chester. Rev. W. p. Upham' a grove .. There was a l~rge attend
supplied the church dunng hIS ya- ance at this meeting from the Meth
cation, and in DecemQer followmg odist societies at Athens, Newfane, 
became its pastor. His pastorate ex- Wardsboro, and Londonderry. From 
tended through four years and. was the spring of 1839 to the spring of 
marked by a continuous revival; In 1843, the people of West Townshend 
1844 Horace Fletcher Wl1S ordamed. and vicinity attended the ~Iethodist 
}fr. Fletcher had graduated at Dart- church. Olergymen: Rev. Harvey 
mouth College at the age of 21, the Guernsey supplying for first two 
first scholar in his class. Five years years of the term, and Rev. William 
he then spent in teach~ng and the H. Hodges for the last two. "

study of law; was admItted t? t~e 
bar and had spent 15 years m hIS 
practice. Rev. Horace Fl~t?her. 
grew in .intellectual and spmtual 
strength, as well as influence and 
reputation, even into old age. The 
honorary title of D. D., conferred 
upon him from Hamilton Theolog
ical Seminary, was justly earned. 
After an uninterr.upted pastorate of 
nearly 28 years, he died Nov. 1871. 

Rev. R. R. Printice became pas

-
THE fIRST OONGREGATIONAL 

OHURCH. 

Rev. George Porter, in his anni
versary sermon, sketches the history 
and growth of this church in the fol
lowing manner: 

The first town meeting of which 
we have any positive knowledge, 
wal'! held on the 30th day of 
May, 1771. This was ten years 
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aiter the first settlers began to occu
py the town, and when the resident 
families were 25 in number. When 
and in what number the inhabitants 
wet'e formed into a church, the town 
records say not; but the American 
Quarterly Register states that Rev. 
Nicholas Dudley, born at Epping, 
N. H., graduated at Harvard College 
in 1767, was ordained at Townshend, 
Vt., June 21, 1777, and was ~ismiss
cd in 1780; thus laboring between 
two and three years. In August, 
1794, Rev. Samuel Cheever, D. D., 
received a call to this church, and 
remained until 1797. };'rom 1797 
the church was supplied by Rev. 
Hezekiah 'faylor, J. Bennington, 
and Mr. Whitney, neighboring min
isters. Mr. Josiah Moulton receiv
ed a call, remaining about a year. 
After Mr. Moulton, the next pastor 
of the church was Simeon Snow, 
about one year. Rev. William Rid
dell was born at Coleraine, Mass., 

-}1'eb. 4, 1778; graduated at Dart
mouth in 1793; and was licensed to 
preach at Newbury. Vt., in January, 
1794. He remained in Townshend 
about three years. He married a 
daughter of Rev. Samuel Hopkins 
in 1797, by whom he bad seven 
children, one of whom was the well
known Rev. Samuel Hopkins Rid
delL 

The church was supplied by min
isters from neighboring towns until 
March, 1815. 

h Whitcomb, ordained and in
stalled Aug. 29, 1815; died in Savan
nah, Georgia, January 2, 1821. 
Philetus Clark, was ordained 
and instal1ed Nov. 21, 1821; dis
missed July 6, 1824. James Kim
ball. ordained and installed Jan. 13. 
1825; dismissed Oct. 6, 1830. H. 
N. Graves, ordained and installed 
Feb. 5, 1833; dismissed Sept. 14, 
1848. John Wood came Jan. 1849, 
settled June, 1850; dismissed Apr.n, 
1854. Remained as pastor till Nov. 
11, 1858. C. L. Cushman, ordained 
and installed Dec. 22, 1859; dis
missed Oct. 15, 1866. A. S. Barton, 
installed Mar. 12, J867; dismissed 
Dec. 13, 1869. F. W. Olmstead, 

Switzer. 

_ paBtor; called June 13, 1870; 
resigned Oct., 1872. George Porter, 
acting pastor; called July 1. 1877; 
resigned Oct. 1882. H. H. Acte

acting pastor; called July 1, 
1891, present pastor, C. T. 

CEMETERIES. 

On the farm of General Fletcher, 
and a short distance from the pres
ent dwelling-house of John S. Full
erton, were buried all 'who died in 
the district prior to 171:19. Use of 
this place for burial. purposes was 
abandoned near the close of 1814. 
Here are the graves of General 
li'letcher and some members of his 
family. 

Maple Grove Cemetery is situated 
about 100 rods west of 'l'ownshend 
village on the north side of the road 
leading from said village to West 
Townshend, and contains about one 
acre of land. I t was given for a 
burial ground by Zatter Butterfield. 
A ]\'lrs. Brown who died in 1812 was 
the first body buried in the cem
etery. It was the only cemetery 
near the village until about the year 
1862. In the vicinity of 1880 Miss 
Lucy P. Tyll3r of Somerville, Mass., 
and a former resident of Townshend, 
started a fund, the income of which 
was to be used in caring for the 
graves and lots of the friends of the 
donors. The fund has since been 
increased to $350. 

A substantial brick tomb was 
built at a cost of about $500, the 
old tombs removed, the wall rebuilt 
and other work done at a cost of 
about $300. In 1890 there was $200 
expended in grading the grounds 
with money that the late Daniel 
Read gave for that purpose. 

Oakwood Cemetery is located 
about 100 rods south of tbe westerly 
part of the village of Townshend. 
The land was bought by the town in 
the year 1864, and contains about 
four acres, including the old cem
etery, which has been added to it. 
At the time of purchase a portion 
of the grounds were laid out into 
lots, drives and walks; and on June 
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11, 1884, J. H. Phelps, S. D. Wins
low,2d, and Henry Salisbury were 
chosen by the town f1, committee to 
take charge of said cemetery. 

REPRESENTATIVES TO THE GENERAL 

ASSE~IBLY. 

1778-79, 1807, Samuel Fletcher; 
1780, Silas Hayward; 1781, 1785-90, 
Dr. Joshua Wood; 1782, no choice; 
1783-84, Joseph 'l'yler; 1791, 1794
95, Dr. John Hazelton; 1792-93-96
1803, Ephriam Wheelock; 1804-06, 
1809-11, John Dyer; 1808-12-13, 
Ezekiel Ransom; 1814-15, Amri 
Doolittle, jr.; 1816-17-21, Munnis 
Kenney; 1818, 20, 22, 24, Peter R. 
Taft; 1819-23, Dana Bailey; 1825, 
Luke S. Rand; 1826-27, Epaphro
ditus Ra.nsom ; 1828-30, William R. 
Shafter; 1831, John P. Marsh; 
1832, no choice; 1833, WaitstiU R. 
Rannev; 1834-36, Ohapin Howard; 
1837.,,39, John H. Brigham; 1840, 
Samuel ]'. Thompson; 1841-42, 
James McShafter; 1843, Nathan 
Fisher; 1844-45, Henry L. Aiken; 
1846-47, Aurelius O. Howard; 1848
49, 1867, James H .. Phelps; 1850, 
William H. Jay; 1851, 53, 1861, 
:Francis D. Hawyer; 1854, Rev. 
Horace Fletcher; 1-855-56, Esek 
Atwood; 1852, 59, 78-79, Oscar R. 
Garfield; 1859-60, Abishai Stod
dard; 1862, Jonas Twitchell; 1863
64, Ormando S. Howard; 1865-66, 
John H. Converse; 1868-69, Henry 
Salisbnry; 1870-71,82-83, Philip H. 
Rutter; 1872-73, Masenna F. Bal
lou; 1874-75, John S. Fullerton; 
1876-77, Rev. Franklin W. Omstedj 
1880-81, Joseph B. Ware; 1882-83, 
Oscar R. Garfield; 1884-85, Philip 
H. Rutter; 1896-87, Henry Under
wood j 1888-89, Choate Howard; 
1890-91, E. L. Hastings. 

POST-OFFICE AND POST-MASTERS. 

'rhe first post-office established in 
town was in West Townshend, 
March 23, 1811, and the first post
master was made under Madison and 
was Chas. Phelps, who retained the 
office for a long period. The only 
office in town remained here until 

Dec. 25, 1820, whon it was removed 
to the East Village, which is nearer 
the centre of the town. Amos 
Doolittle was appointed by llunroe, 
the first ;{lost-master in the new office. 
The mall was for a long time carried 
on horseback. In 1824, a gig was 
first used and trips were made week
ly. In 1828, the first coach was 
used upon the road. In about 1844, -
service was increased fo daily trips 
each way and thus continued until 
carried by rail car, Dec. 20, 1880. 
The following pellBons were post
masters after Amos Doolittle, with 
;fate of their appointment: 

O. Doolittle, Dec. 18,1824; John' 
P. Marsh, May 21, 1825; Epaphro
difus Ransom, Sept. 14, 1831; 
Ezekiel Ransom, Sept. 23, 1834; 
John Roberls, April 11, 1835; Oscar 
F. Butterfield,July 21, 1845; Henry 
M. Weatherbee, May 1, 1851; Oscar 
F. Butterfield, April 5, 1852; 
Nathaniel Oheney, Nov. 21, 1861; 
Henry Salisbury, ~ept. 20, 1869; 
Ann C. Howard, Aug. 14, 1885. 

LEGACY OF AURELIUS C. HOWARD. 

n is my will, and I hereby direct, 
that the sum of ten thousand dollars 
be set apart and given to the town 
of Townshend, in the County of 
Windham and State of Vermont, 
the interest of said ten thousand 
dollars to be applied in providing 
for and comfortably supporting the 
poor of said town of Townshend, so 
long as my lineal descendants shall 
not require the same for their sup
port and maintenance. At a meet
ing duly held on the 19th of Dec. 
1881, three trustees, Horace O. -Howard, Ormando S. Howard and 
James H. Phelps were chosen to re
ceive, manage and have the control 
of the bequest. 

BRATTLEBORO AND WHITEHALL 
RAILROAD CO. 

The town of Townshend has 370 
shares of stock at $100 each, 
$37,000. 

Original stockholdel's residing in 
Townshend: Junia D. Barber, 2 
shares, $200; James H. Phelps, 6 
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shares, $600; Ira R. Batchelder, 1 
share, $100; N. Pierce, 2' shares, 
$200; Rev. Mark Oarpenter, 3 shares, 
$300; Daniel Read, 3 shares, $300; 
Adin Holbrook, 1 share, $100; A. 
Stoddard, 2 shares, $200; A. C. 
Howard, 10 shares, $1000; Josiah 
W. Taft, 1 share, $100; O. S. How
ard, 3 shares, $300; 8. D. Winslow, 
2d, 2 sbales, $200. Number shares 
taken by persons above named, 36 
at $100; number shares taken by 
the town, 370, at $100. Given by 
tax-payers of Townshend towards 
building the railroad. Shares of 
tbe town were taken on condition 
that the railroad from Mill Brook, 
Harmonyville, to Jamaica line, 
should be located on and not re

" 
I moved from the east or left bank of 

West river. 

INN KEEPERS. 
.... The fhat tavern keeper in the East 

Village was a Mr. Butterfield. He 

was followed by Oapt. James Tag
gart, who kept a good house in the 
brick building which was long after 
known as the Ranney residence. 
Before it was converted into a pri
vate residence, Ohester Rand kept a 
hotel, then following Oapt. Taggart 
who, after selling out to Rand, built 
the present hotel now kept by O. F. 
Ooombs. Taggart had just com
pleted his new hotel when Daniel 
Webster spoke on the political is
sues of the day in 1840, on Stratton 
mountain, to the people of Vermont 
living both sides of the Green moun
tains. Webster stopped over night 
with Oapt. Tag~art on his way to 
Stratton. This IS the only hotel in 
the town to-day, and has been occu
pied by the following inn-keepers 
after Taggart: Abner Johnson, 
Allen, l'aggart again, Thomas 
Evans, R. M. Flint, Holbrook and 
Burke, O. H. Willard and the pres
ent occupant, O. F. Coombs. 
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By CHRISTOPHER W. HALL. 

GRAFTON. 

Boundaries: Chester on the N., 
Rockingham on the E., S. by Athens 
and Townshend, W. by Windham: 
Village about 10 miles from Bellows 
Fall; a daily stage through from the 
Falls to Townshend. 

THE SURFACE OF THE TOWNSHIP 

is broken; hills which do not seem 
to belong to any clearly defined 
range, rise up in all parts of the 
town and stand facing each other 
in all conceivable positions. Yet 
the soil is fertile, the farmel' is 
repaid for his labor by the yield of 
the staple products of this section of 
Vermont. It is a good grazing town. 
·The sunny hillsides yield sweet, rich 
feed, so that the cattle and horses of 
Grafton have become widely known 
.as among the best in the State. 

SAXTON RIVER, 

which rises in Windham and flows 
southerly through this town, is its 
principle stream. It furnishes a 
good waterpower at Houghtonville, 
Grafton Village and Oambridgeport, 
:at which latter place it flows into 
Rockingham. 

A stream called South Branch, 
rises also in Windham, flows souther
ly across the S. W. of Grafton into 
Townshend, and thence back into 
Grafton and unites with Saxton 
River at Grafton Village. 

The town was first chartered, 
Apr. 6, 1754, but as possession was 
not taken of the grant, it was re

chartered, Sept. 1, 1763, by name of 
Thomlinson. 

GRANTEES: 

Johnathan Whitney, Nathaniel 
Holt, Nathaniel Harris, Benoni 
Boynton, Jr., Johnathan Wood, 
Benj. Weatherbee, Isaac Holden, 
Samuel Preston, Jona. Whitcombe, 
Eleazer Davis, Oliver Corey, Stephen 
Shattuck, Ezekiel Chase, Thomas 
Bell, Esq., Jacob Gould, Jr., Jacob 
Gould, Stephen Goodridge, John 
Buttrick, Stephen Stickney, Nehe
miah Bowers, Nathan Chase, Joseph 
Worcester, Thomas Warren, William 
Holt, Phillip Goodridge, Peter Read, 
Ephriam Whitney, Samuel Lar
rabee, Eleazer Lawrence, Jr., James 
Preston, Joseph Baker, Jr., John 
Baker, Jacob Fox, Stephen Chase, 
Benj. Shattuck, Matthew Livermore, 
.oliver Gould, Thomas Gonld, Jr., 
Roger King, Zachariah Whitney, 
.oliver Stickney, James Allen, Simon 
'ruttle, Simon Tuttle, Jr., Jonas 
Warrell, .oliver Warren, John Fox, 
Jr., Daniel Fox, John Tomlinson, 
Jr., Theodore Atkinson, Esq., Dan 
Warner, Esq., Joshua Stickney, 
James King, Peter Fox, Thomas 
Newman, Esq., John Wentworth, 
Esq., Speaker Sherburne, John 
'rhomlinson, Esq. 

.on condition of their becoming 
actual settlers, they were given un
disputed title to this tract of land 
containing 23,050 acres together with 
1040 acres free. 

The conditions were the same as 
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in all the New Hampshire town we have any record was in 1783. 
charters.·· Aaron Putnam was first town elerk. 

It appears that Thomlinson never They voted to have preachinO" 
was settled by these proprietors. A from the lleighboring towns tha~ 
meeting for the election of town offi- season and appointed a committee 
cers was appointed for the 1st 'l'ues- to obtain it. 
day of Dec. 1763, which was notified In 1785, March 21, they voted at 
by Oliver Oorey, who signed himself, the town meeting that each man in 
moderator. town should give one day's work 

I fi ud no proof that the town was towards clearing off a piece of land 
settled for some years after the last to be used for a burying ground. 
charter was granted. It is said a It was also voted that all their ox 
1\b. Slack was the first settler. sleds should be four feet wide. In 

The first permanent settlement this warrant was an article to see if 
was made in the spring of 1780. the town .w<?uld take ,any steps 
Samuel Spring built a house and towards b,;uldmg a meetmg house, 
commenced a clearing on the hill bUrt, no actIOn was ~aken. . 
between where Samuel Spring, Jr., ,Ihe town me~tmgs we~'e held m 
afterwards lived. and where Daniel pflvate honses tIll a meetmg house 
Barton now lives. He was accom-I was erect~d, 1793; they were held 
panied into town by Amos Fisher, there untIl 1857, when the town 
Benjamin Wetherbee, and Edward· bonght the store of John Barrett and 
Putnam. They came from Winches- fitted up the second story for a town 
tel' and located in different parts of hall. . 
the. town. They were soon followed In these days, th~ office of holdl!1g 
by David Stickney, ~Ioses and Aaron the key o~ the mee~mg ho~se ~as.m
Plltnam Job Gleason Thomas Kin- vested WIth consIderable dlgmty. 
ney, As~ Fisher and several other At the annual meeting t~e key was 
families. struck off to the lowest bIdder, who 

The town records on its early was to open the house whenever it 
history are very meagre, some parts should b~ used th:"t year, and sweep 
of them havmg been destroyed. th~ ho~se f five ~lm~s. The usu~a! 
First, is recorded a warraut of Nov. pflce paId or thiS hIgh trust was {O 

2 1781 from Ira Allen treasurer of cents per year. 
the State of Vermont t~ Amos Fish- 'l'own taxes and other dues were 
er constable of the t~wn of Thom- paid in grain. One year, 1788, £30 
li~son, notifying him of a tax of 10 s was raised, the whole paid in rye at 
on each 100 acres of land, and to 4 s pel' bushel; money was scarce. 
collect it; to seize and dispose of Since the town was organized, 
the goods or estate of such person or there have been many changes; the 
persons as should refuse or neglect first was the change of its name from 
to pay the same, after giving the Thomlinson to Grafton, Oct. 31, 
hmd owners of the town due notice, 1791. 
"]'orthwith to pay the said tax or I In 1816 its limits were extended 
shall make sale." The constable did i to take iu parts of Athens and 
sell at public vendue, Aug. 5, 1782, . Avery's Gore. 
118 pieces of land, and 61 of those I In 1808, John Barrett and Bar
pieces contained 100 acres and up- ziIlai Burgess, selectmen, determined 
wards. 011 being strict guardians of the in-

The first death recorded was that terests of the town, pursued the old 
of Asa Fishel', Jr., son of Asa and practice general theu in the towns 
Esther Fisher, June 19, 1780. of "warniug out ordering the 

The first birth recorded was in departure from the town of all per
1783; the first marriage ill 1784. sons they pleased to think liable in 

The first town meeting of which the future to need assistance from 
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the town. A law they had the power Dr. Fisher, the first physician, who 
to promulgate, but not to enfOl'ce. moved into town in 1780, and also a 
See warning out, proceedings and saw-mill was built Qn a branch of 
definitions of, in the history of Saxtons River. These it appears 
other towns in the past volumes. were the iil'st mills. , 
And, see here!] Among many In 1788 two men from Jaffrey, N. 
others, ~fr. Daniel Joslyn, an easy" H., opened a store near the Centre, 
mirth-loving, whole-souled farmer", but soon left, and a mall from West
was warned to leave. Of which he minster opened one at the Centre. 
took no notice except to joke over.. In l'782, James Rhoades, a Revo
And the energetic yOllng bachelor, Ilutionary soldier, whose baptism of 
Barrett, little thought that he was i fire and blood was at Lexington, 
commanding his future wife to de- moved here from Keene, N. H., and 
part, upon the plea that he believed built the first framed house. It had 
that she might be at some future but two or three rooms and the win
time a town pall per. Had the jovial dows were of ising-glass. 
old gentleman seen fit to have obeyed In 1824, there were 11 school 
the summons, the people of Grafton districts, 10 school houses, 4 saw
would not have been gladdened years' mills, 3 grist-mills, 2 fu Iling mj}]s, 
afterwards by the genial counte- 2 carding machines, 3 stores, 2 tan
nance of that kind old lady, whose neries, which would indicate nearly 
sympathetic heart and benevolent as much business as at the present. 
hand carried joy and gladness to Many old trades have passed away, 
many a sinking heart, and supplied but industries then comparatively 
the wants of so many needy ones. unheard of are now flourishing, such 

Also, a young physician came into as free-stone quarrying and the 
town with no worldly goods but his manufacture of variolls articles of 
saddle bags and a good name. The 
sleepless eyes of the guardians of the 
town were immediately upon him. 
A paper was put into the hands of 
the constable and read : 

"'fo Caleb Hall, Constable: You 
are hereby directed to summons Dr. 
John Butterfield to depart this town 
forth with; hereof fail not, but make 
due return. 

JOHN BARRETT, }
BARZILLAI BURGESS, Selectmen. 

wooden ware. 
EDUCATIONAL. 

The people of Grafton have al
ways been characterized by zeal for 
public schools; their district schools 
have been good, and the academies 
at Townshend and Chester have 
ever received a liberal support from 
this town; a goodly number have 
been college graduates, one, 

BENJ. W. DEAN, 
. And to the ~act that the doctor served as Secretary of State fonr 

dId not obey thIS mandate. Grafton years also Register of Probate 11 
has ever since owed much of the years: 
business energy for which the town . 
has been and is still distinguished. EBENEZER BURGESS, 
Itis a noted fact that no merchant ha~ another, is now a missionary to 
ever failed in town; on the contrary, India. 
all have retin·d from business with a' CHARLES BARRETT,
good property. 

The first saw mill was built by Mr. a Grafton graduate, has serverl as 
Bolles on land n ow owned by Met State senator two terms, be..ides 
calf Walker; for building it he was holding othel- offices of public trust. 
to receive one lotof land. He erected DAVID PALMER
his mill and sawed one log, which 
gave him a title to the land. Istudied theology at Newton Semi-

The first grist-mill was built by nary. 
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FRANK B. DANIELS 

graduatad at Harvard College. 
Many terms of select schools have 

been ta.ught in town, and in 1866 a 
graded 80hool with It high school in 
connectioll, where one may fit for 
collee:e or business, was established 
and has been well supported. 

MINERALOGICAL. 

layer of hornblende is often found 
between two of steatite. (See 
Hitchcock's Geological Report of 
Vermont, Vol. 11) 

The Lower Quarry is the one in 
Grafton. This and the one in Ath
ens lie in the same vein of stone 
about 60 rods apart. That soap
stone existed there has been known 
ever since the settlement of the 
town. The settlers were accus-

Grafton is rich in mineralogical tomed to go with their axes, cut out 
RpecimcnB. Much of the rock is blocks and fashion them for their 
Green Mountain gneiss, together hearthstones, but quarrying was not 
with such other kinds as are found commenced as a business until about 
in the surrounding towns. ' 1825, and then first on a small scale, 

Serpentine exists iu small quan-' chiefly manufactured for pipes, for 
tities; cyanite or sappar is found· water-courses. Col. Miner owned 
about one m.ile southwest of the viI- the land, sold out lots for working, 
lage. It is in compressed hexagonal- and a number of men quarried each 
prisms in mica slate and massive' for himself; but now the whole 
garnet; sulphuret of iron in small, quarry is under the supervision of 
brown oubes, and various kinds of one firm. 
quartz. 

STEATITE, 

or soapstone. Quite an extensive 

t 
~ bed of it lies in the southern edge 

of this town and in the northern 
part of Athens. Work was com· 

:r menced on the quarry in Grafton 
first. This has been worked longer, 
with more profit, and has produced 
more stone than any other quarry in 
Vermont. 

It has been excavated about 15 
rods in length, 5 or 6 in width and 
at a depth varying from 10 to 25 

Butterfield & Smith have owned 
and worked the quarry a number of 
years. They have two mills at 
Cambridgeport where they saw with 
a common mill-saw and prepare for 
market all the stone they quarry, 
which amounts to about 400 tons 
annually, worth in the block at an 
average of $28, but prepared for 
market makes a total of $15,000. 

THE WOOLEN lIANUFACTURE. 

Woolen cloths have been the chief 
article of manufacture. A factory 
was first built by Dean & Alexan

feet. The stone lies in stratified del' in 1831. Jan. 9, 1839, it was 
beds, as can easily be seen in the bnrned. Alexander sold out his in
edges of the quarry. There are! terest after the fire, but it was re
seams of rhomb spar and talc that built the same year by Peter W. 
extend along in line or are dissem- Dean, in 1854 enlarged and new 
inated through in small imperfect machinery added. In 1863 it was 
crystals which upon long exposure changed to a corporation and called 
become decomposed and wash out, the" Grafton Manufacturing Com
tarnishing the surface of the rocks pany," which, in 1867, was sold out 
bclow. to Messrs. Sabin & Fairbrother of 

Immediately upon the soapstone Saxtons River. Fairbrother sold 
is fonnd black mica and shady talc, his interest to Sabin who has since 
and in the latter a dark colored ac- conducted the business alone, manu
tinolite, and above this is a bed of facturing annually 75,000 yards,
hard, compact hornblende of vary- cassimeres, doeskins, but chiefly ker
ing thickness which proves a protec- seymeres. 
tor against atmospheric agency. In I A smaller manufacture of woolens 
some places upon these quarrics a was also carried on many years by 
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Mr. Wooley, half a mile below the 
village. A few years since his mill 
was turned into a shop for the man
ufacture of wooden ware. 

GRAFTON INDUSTRIAL ASSOCIATION. 

In February, 1860, a Fanners' 
Club was organized, with S. D. Co
nant, president, and Charles Bar
rett, secretary. Grafton claims to 
have organized the first club of this 
character in Vermont. 

THE GREAT FRESHET OF 1869 

At first he was rather reticent ex
cept with a few particular friends. 
He watched and waited, and at last 
to ease his disappointments too-k to 
alcoholic drinks and squandered his 
property, finally became wholly in
sane, was taken to Brattleboro and 
died there. 

TOWN CLERKS. 

Aaron Putnam 1780-84, Stephen 
Hayward 1786, 88, Amos Fisher 
1789, 1786, 95, 1801,. 3, 6, 7, 
Henry Bond i'l90, 94, John B. 

did much damage in this town.] Wheeler 1802, 4, 5, Peter Whit
Roads were so washed away in many comb 1808-14, Rev. Wm. Goodell 
spots, they had to be made in new 1815-20. Darid Bancroft 1821-22, 
places, and nearly all the bridges in ·Art. Spring 18i3-32, Benjamin H. 
town were carried off. It cost the Bridgman 1833-57, Charles Barrett 
town about $12,000 to repair its 1858-68, Henry Foster 1869, N. H. 
highways. 

HON. DAVID L. PUTNAM 

was born in Grafton, 1811. His pa
rents were not wealthy and he only 
had the adva.ntages of a common 
school and a few terms at an acad
emy, when he commenced the study 
of law in the office of Daniel Kel
logg, Esq., at Saxtons River. After 
admission to the bar, he opened his 
office in Grafton, and rose rapidly 
in his profession. His ability as a 
legal adviser and advocate was 
marked for a man of his years. 

In 1836 he was chosen judge of 
probate, and about this time he be
gan to show evidences of insanity, 
which was hereditary, and for a long 
time was of a mild form; his mind 
appeared to be sound, he was keen 
in busiuess and well-balauced in 
judgment; yet upon one subject he 
was most grievously at fault; he 
thought-he was a single man
that Queen Victoria was his wife. 
Impressed with this idea he fitted 
up a suit of rooms in almost regal 
stvle for her which he never suffered 
to' be used, but kept in waiting with 
his table richly spread, a supply of 
dainty food fresh prepared each day. 
He was daily expecting her and went 
down to meet her wheu the stage 
came in; constantly disappointed he 
never abandoned the idea. 

Bixby 1869, L. S. Wa.lker 1891. 
Among the 

STATE AND COUNTY OFFICES 

held in town, we notice: 
John Barrett, state senator, two 

terms; P. W. Dean, state senator, 
three terms; Charles Barrett, state 
senator, two terms; Abishai Stod
dard (nowa resident of Townshend), 
judge of probate, 21 years; David L. 
Putnam, judge of probate, two 
years; P. \V. Dean, assistant county 
judge, 5 years; Francis Daniels, 
county commissioner. 

TOWN REPRESENTATIVES. 

Ebenezer Burgess 1786, William 
Stickney 1787, 88, Charles Perkins 
1789, Henry Bond 1790-92, Stephen 
Hayward 1791, Ezra Edson 1793, 
David Palmer 1794, 6, 7, Enos Lov
ell 1795, Amos Fisher 1796, 97,. 
Thaddeus rl'aylor 1798-1800, 1, 2, 
8,9, Wm. Hall, Jr., 1799, John B. 
Wheeler 1803, Enoch Hale 1804, 
5, Thos. K. Palmer 1810, John 
Barrett 1811, 12, 13, 14, 16, 19, 27, 
Nathan Wheeler 1815, 17, 18, 26, 
Barzillai Burgess 1820, 21, 2, 3, 
William Stickney, Jr., 1824,5, 7,8, 
9, 30, 1. 4, Erastus Burgess 1832, 
John Gibson 1833, 35, Ambrose 
Burgess, 1836,7, 50, 51; Thomas 
Hill 1838, B. H. Bridgman 1839, 
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40, 41, 47, ,"Vm. Whitcomb 1842, 
43, Abishai Stoddard 1844,5;6. J. 
L. Butterfield 1848, 49, 65, 66, 
Lewis S. Walker 1852, 3, Joseph 
Howard 1854, 5, Bcnj. ,"V. Dean 
1856, 51, Francis Daniels 1858, 9, 

~ 	 63, 4, Nathan H. Hall 1860, 
Charles Barrett 1861, 2, S. D. 
Conant 1867, 1-1, Francis Phelps 
1869, Harlem Phelps, 1891. 

~. 
DELEGATES TO C;>N;:;r.ITUTIONAL 

CONVENTIONS. 

David Palmer 1191, Amos Fisher 
1793, Ebenezer Burgess, Jr. 1814, 
Wm. Stickney, Jr. 1822, 8, 36, B. 

14, 18tH, Cav. Co. ]" blacksmith; 
re-enlisted Dec. 30,1863; transferred 
to Co. D, June 21, 1865; mustered 
out Aug. 9, 1865. 

Major S. Damon, 28, enlisted 
Feb. 21, 1862, 1th Vt., Co. G, prom. 
Serg't, l'e-enlistedfor Grafton, March 
4, 1864; discharged July 29, 1865 for 
wounds. 

George M. Davis, 23, enlisted 
Sept. 4, 1861, 4th Vt., 00. F, trans
ferred to Invalid corps, March 15, 
1864; mustered out Dec. 12, 1&64. 

.John B. Davis, 28, enlisted Oct. 
13, 1861, 2d SS. 00. E, wagonel'; 
discharged March 22, 1862. 

I!. Bridgman 1843, Abishai Stod-I Geo. M. Dimond, 18, enlisted Oct. 
dard 18:>0, Henry Holmes, 1869-70. 31, 1861, 2d SS. Co. H, prom. Oorp.; 

mustered out Dec. 3l, 1864. 
Randolph Dodge, 23, enlisted Jan.MILITARY. 8, 1862,8th Vt., 00. H; mustered 

SOLDIERS OF GRAFTON, 1861-1865. out June 22,1864. 

With the age of each, and his ~is- ~ahum~. Dwinell, 19, ,enl~ste~ 
tory so far as knowlO.. CompIled Sep . ~, 1861, 4th Vt" Co. ~, dltlm 
from the Adjutant General's 1'e- I?-e1', dlscharge~ May 1, 186,.; re-en
ports: ,hsted Dec . •10, 1863; mustcred out 

Frank H. Amsden 20 enlisted. July 13, 1860. 
Aug. 24, 1863, 11th'Vt.', 00. G. 

1 
Silas O. Dwinell, 19, enlisted 

transferred to Co. A, June 21, 1865. Sept. 29, 6t~ Vt., Co.E, prom. 
mustered out Aug. 25, 1865. Sergt. re-enlIsted Dec. 15, 1863; 

Solon Amsden,22, enlisted Oct. 1, transferred to Co. K, Oct. y;, 1864; 
1861, 1st SS, 00. F, discharged Feb. mustered out June 26, 1860. 
8, 1862. Lewis H. Eastman, 18, enlisted 

John H. Ayres, 19, enlisted Oct. Aug. 11, 1862, 11th Vt., 00. G; di8
16, 1861, 2d SS, Co. H; died Oct. 3, charged Julv 4, 1863. 
1862. Watson S. Eaton, 26, enlisted 

Frank J. Blood, 18, enlisted Dec. Aug. 9, 1862, 11th Vt., 00. G, Sergt. 
1, 1863, Oav. 00. K; missing in ac- prom. 2d Lieut. Dec. 28, 1863; dis
tion, March 1, 1864. honorably discharged, Oct. 1, 1864. 

Albert H. Burgess, enlisted Oct. Lucius O. Edson, 26, enlisted Aug. 
1, 1861, 2d SS. 00. H, COI·p., dis- 11, 1862, 11th Vt., Co. G; discharg
charged Feb. 13, 1862. ed Dec. 20, 1862. 

Ambrose H. Burgess, 21, enlisted Jercmiah Falloon, 26, enlisted 
Aug. 8, 1862, prom. corp., Feb. I Dec. 17, 1863, 7th Vt., Co. B; 1'e
1865; mustered out June 24, 1865. I enlisted for Grafton, Feb. 2H, 1864; 

Jan:es 0., Butters, 1~, enlisted i prom. Oorp.,. June 1, 1805; died 
Nov. 24, 1863, Cay. 00. O. ISept. 13, 1860. 

Rufus J. Oarver, 31, enlisted Sept.' John K.Gates, 23.. enlisted Dec. 
1861, Oav. 00. F; discharged .Jnne i9, 1861, 8th Vt., Co. H; re-enlisted 
27, 1863. i .Jan. 5, 1864, and mustered ont 

Myron C. Chapman, 18, enlisted: June 28, 1865. 
March 22, 1862, 4th Vt., 00. P; Orson G. Gibson, 18, enlisted Aug. 
killed at the ~Wilderness Mav 5, 11, 1862, 11th Vt., 00. G; killed at 
1864. " Cedar Creek, Oct. HI, 1864. 

John 'W. Curtis, 25, enlisted Oct. Fred J. R. Grout, 24, enlisted 
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Aug. 21, 1862, Cav. Co. l!'; died I Isaac L. Park, 24, enlisted Sept. 
June 21, 1863. .·23,1861, 6th Vt., Co. E, transferred 

William Graves, 27, enlisted Nov. to Invalid Corps July 1, 1863; dis
2'1, 1863, 6th Vt., Co. E; killed at charged Oct. 15, 1864. 
the ,"Vilderness, May 5, U,64. Dan H. Perham, enlisted Aug. 18, 

Amos Gould, 20, enlisted Aug. 22, 1862, Cav. Co..F; killed in action 
1864, Cav. Co. :Ii;; transferred to Co. June 29, 1864. 
A, June 21, 1865; mus~ered out Eldridge G. Heed, 18, enlisted Dec. 
Aug. 9, 1865. 14, 1861, 8th Vt., Co. H; discharged 

Orange S. Harris, 26, enlisted June 27, 1862. 
Sept. 2, 1861, 4th Vt., Co. F; mus- Augustus J. Robbins, 21, enlisted 
tered out Sept. 30, 1864. May 7, 18tH, 2d Vt., Co. A, prom. 

Albert L. Hollaud,2d SS. Co. H. 2d Lieut. Co. D, Dec. 2, 1862. 
Don A. Houghton, 30, enlisted Eugene W. Robbins, 18, enlisted 

July 31, 1863; killed at Spottsyl- Dec. 23, 1863,2d Vt., Co. C, mUB
vania, May 12, 1864. tered out July 15, 1865. 

Charles H. Howard, 18, enlisted .. Luciau A. Rogers, 24, enlisted 
Oct. 21, 1861, 2 SS. prom. Corp. Dec. 1, 18Hl, 7th Vt., Co. II, Sergt. 
re-enlisted Dec. 21, 1863; prom. l'e-enlisted for Grafton, Feb. 2H, 
Sergt. March 12, 1864; killed 1864, prom. 1st Lieut, July 13, 1865; 
at Petersburg, June, 1864. mustered out March 14, 1865. 

Ellery Howard, 19, enlisted Sept. Charles E. J. Ross, 21, enlisted 
7, 1861, 4th Vt., Co. K; re-enlisted Sept. 14-,1861, 4th Vt., Co. F. trans
Dec. 15, 1863; transferred to Co. D, ferred to Invalid Corps, Sept. 30, 
Feb. 25, 1865; mustered out July 1863; discharged Jan. 19, 1865. 
13, 1865. G. B. Roundy, 20, enlisted Aug. 

Lucius S. Howe, 27, enlisted June 21, 1862, Cay. Co. F; missing July 
1, 1861, 3d Vt. Co. A; mustered out 13, 1863, supposed to have died at 
July 27, 1864. Richmond, Oct. 19, 1863. 

Edward M. Knox, 20, enlisted Charles C. Sherwin, 22, enlisted 
Jan. 6, 1862. 7th Vt., 00. A, Corp; S.e]?t. 11,. 18H1, 1st 88., Co. F, mu
prom. Sergt; re-enlisted for Grafton, SIClan; discharge.d Noy. 5, .1861. 
Feb. 29, 1864, prom. 1st Lieut. Oct. Harlan Sh~rwm, 22. enllsted June 
28, 1864, prom. Capt. Sept. 1, 1865; 1, 1861, 3d \ t., Co. A; mustered out 
mustered out .!larch 14 186& July 27, 1865. 

Benj. P. Littlefield: 25, ~n1isted Erastus~. Tarbell, 30, enlisted 
June 1,1861, 3d Vt., Co. A; dropped J~ne 1, 1861, 3d Vt., Co. A, Corp.; 
J 21 1863 dIscharged Dec. 14, 1861. 

une , . '. George M. 'l'aylor, 22, enlisted 
Geo. J. MIller, 25, enlIsted Dec. 3, Feb. 23, 1862, Cav. Co. F, bugler; 

1,861, Corp. 7th Vt., Co. C, re-en missing in aetion June 1, 1864, pa
lIsted for Grafton, Feb. 29, 1864, roled prisoner mustered out March 
prom. Sergt. July 29,1864; mustered 17, 1865.' , 
out March 14, 1865. George W. Walker, 25, enlisted 

James Oakman Jr., 18, enlisted Aug, 11, 1862, 11th Vt., Co. G 
on Dec. 19, 1861, 7th Vt., Co. I,re- prom. Sergt. Dec. 27, 1863; mus~ 
enlisted for Grafton, Peb. 29, 1864, tered out June 24, 1865. 
prom. Corp.: Dec. 13, 1864, t::lergt. Henry Willard, 17, enlisted Aug. 
1\Iay 1, 186<>; mustered out !farch 9, 1862, 11th Vt., Co. G; mustered 
14, 1865. out, June 25, 1865. 

Austin W. Park, 18, enlisted Aug. John 'Wyman, 32, enlisted Aug. 
11, 1862, 11th Vt., Co. G; mustered 9, 1862, 11th Vt., Co. G; mustered 
out of service June 24, 1865. out June 24, 18H5. 

Leonard 1. Park, 20, enlisted Aug. Loring Wyman, enlisted Oct. 21, 
11, 18HZ, 11th Vt., Co. G, mnstered 1861, 2d 88., Co. H; transferred to 
out June 24, 1865. Invalid Corps 8ept. 1, 1863. 
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WESTMINSTER. 

BY REV. F. J. FAIRBANKS.
• 

.. The Revolutionary War-

Who, but the heroes of Vermont 
Were tlrst to strike the blow? 

At Lexington and Bunker Hill, 
Beiore a martyr bled, 

The flrst blood of that glorious war 
At Westminster was shed." 

WESTMINSTER. 

In the south-eastern part of the Green 
Mountain State, four miles below Bel
lows Falls, on the west bank of the 
Connecticut Rivcr, lies the quiet, rural 
town of Westniinster; noted not less 
for its picturesque beauty, than for the 
stirring scenes in which it took an active 
part in the early history of the State. 

This township, embracing an area of 
6 miles square, has for its western 
boundary, Brookline and Athens, with 
Rockingham on the north, and Putney 
on the south. It is divided into two 
parishes by a natural barrier, consisting 
of a ridge of hillil, running diagonally 
through the town and forming a junc
tion with the Connecticut at Putney. 

The geographical features of the to'l\'"11 
are peculiar. The principal village, 
which lies in the eastern part, is sur
rounded by semicircular ranges of hills 
of modcrate elevation, which, with the 
morc gradual slope on the New Hamp
shire side, forms a vast amphitheatre, 
enclosing within its area the fertile 
meadows that lie spread out beneath, 
and the river of Connecticut that rolls 

-Chas. G. Eaatman. 

between. Nature in this region has 
been somewhat lavish of her gifts. 
Aside from the natural fertility of the 
soil, the beauty of the scenery upon 
either side of the valley is such as to 
attract the attention of the most casual 
observer, and to the lover of nature, 
has charms that delight, but nevcr tire. 

There are threc ranges of hills run
ning through the township, parallel to 
each other and rising in gradual succes
sion, the westeru being the most elevated 
of the three, with considerable valleys 
between. The West Parish lies to the 
west of the first range, and mostly in 
the second valley, through which runs 
a small stream upon which is situated 
the village. The soil, though not as 
fertile as the alluvial plains along the 
Connecticut valley, is nevertheless valu
able for purposes of grazing and agri
culture, and yields to the husbandman 
a good return. 

THE GEOLOGICAL FORMATION 

of the eastern part of the township is 
clay slate, and of the western part, cal
ciferous mica schist, and in some locali
ties gneiss occ~rs. The meadows along 
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the river in the eastern part consist of plain which is crossed by the" Upper 
a rich alluvial soil, resting upon a bed Street." The secQnd extends about one 
of clay. The second plain from the mile each way, being somewhat nar
river bed consists of a light, sandy rowed at its lower end, is crossed by 
loam; underneath this is a stratum of the" Lower Street," and contains the 
gravel, extending from 20 to ,10 feet in central pltrt of the village. Continu
depth, lying upon ahedofblue clay from ations of this terrace may bc seen ex
two to three feet thick, and this resting .tending north and south, but now· 
upon a bed of quicksand. This stra
tum of clay dips from the hills on the 
west to the river on the east, and deter
mines the depth at which in different 
localities water can be obtained for the 
supply of springs and wells. In some 
parts of this 

CI,AY BED 

mineral. waters, strongly impregnated 

separated from it. A portion of the 
third terrace forms the site of the new 
cemetery. 

The same plain is extended both 
north and south. The fourth may be 
seen on land of N. G. Pierce, east of 
the house. The 1llevation of these ter
races as ascertained by Prof. Hitch-
cock in the geological surny of the 

with iron, are found. Several clay State, is as follows: The first is 24 
beds of exeellent quality are found, feet above the present river bed and 255 
some of which is said to be nearly as feet above the sea; the second is 94 
good as that at Bennington. There are feet above the river; the third, 139, 
also two beds of marl; one in the west and the fourth, 171. We find another 
part, on the farm of Mr. I..owles, of series of terraces, nine in number, near 
some 15 acres, covered with a bed of the mouth of Saxton's River, just below 
muck from 15 to 20 feet thick and Bellows Falls. Their heights above 
more. The other is in the east part, on the Connecticut are given as 26, 35, 34,. 
the farm of }fr. O. F. Peck. Both of 38,83,117, 138, 161 and 226 feet, the 
these arc said to be 

SHELL MARL, 

and the latter has not yet been noted in 
the Geology of Vermont; nor are we 
aware that any shell marl has been 
described in Vermont, situated as far 
south. 

THE TERRACES 

at 1Vestminster which contribute so 
much t.() the natural beauty of the loca
tion, are worthy of special mention 
here. These are supposed to have 
forme,d the river bed of the Connecticut 
at different periods. At 1Vestminster 
village they are four in number and 
correspond with those upon the opposite 
side of the valley. The first, or low
est, is that which extends along the 
river bank, and forms the broad alluvial 

lowest being 261, and the highest, 461 
feet above the sea. The second and 
third of these are what is called by 
geologists the glacis terrace and are 
said by Prof. Hitchcock to be the most 
perfect specimens found in VermOllt. 
Their length is 14 and 16 rods, and 
their thickness 10 and 12 feet. 

Through the principal village, which 
is situated upon the two lower terraces, 
extends a broad and beautiful avenue 
some two miles in length and six rods 
in width, running nearly parallel with 
the river. This avenue, laid out in the 
time of George II., was originally 10 
rods ,,·ide, and was called 

THE KING's HIGHWAY. 

Aside from its ordinary purposes it 
was set apart by the original proprie
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tors as a training field, for which it I from the northwest corner of Rumford 
afforded ample accommodation8. On on the Merrimack to tIle Great Falls on 
eitber side may·be seen the neat and the Connecticut, of 12 miles at the lcast 
commodious dwellings of the inhabi- in breadth; this tract to be divided into 
tants, and among them some of revo- as many townships of 6 miles square as 
lntionary fame; for instance, the old the land in breadth would allow of. 
meeting house, erected one hundred Also the land on the west side of the 
years ago, and formerly stood in the Connecticllt, from said Falls to the 
middle of the King's highway. "Nor-" Equivalent Land," so called, to be 
ton's tav~rn," with its gambrel-roof, divided iuto one or two to\vnships of 6 
upon the Upper Street, and" Goold's miles square if the same would allow. 
tavern," on the Lower Street, the for- A committee of eleven weI'£) appointed 
mer the rendezvous of the Tories, and for this purpose and empowered to em
the latter of the Whigs, in revolution- ploy surveyors and chainmen to assist 
ary times. them ill surveying and laying out the 

townships, the province to bear the 
charge and be repaid by the grantees 

THE ORIGINAL GRANT 
who should be admitted. This com-

UNDER MASSACHUSETTS. mittee were also empowered to admit 
It appears from the original docu- 60 settlers ill each township, and re

mentB,* that the tract of land nearly qnire them to give bonds to the value of 
answering to the present territory of £40 each for the performance of' the 
1Vestminster, was granted to certain conditions of their grant. 
petitioners from Taunton by The Great 

CONDITIONS OF l'HE GRANT. 
and General Court of Massachu~etts, 

Persons who had not received grants24 Nov., 173*, they having been ad
of land within the space of 7 years last mitted as grantees on the 19th of the 
past could be admitted as grantees. In.same month. 
case a sufficient !lumber of this class In compliance with many petitions 
did not appear others could be atlmitted for grants of land on the Merrimac 
who had received grants elsewhere, proand Connecticut Rivers, it waF! ordered 
vided they had fulfilled the conditions by the Great and General Court held 
of their former grant.at Boston, Jan. 15, 1735, that a care

Each grantee was to ful survcy be made of the lands between 
"Build a dwelling house of eighteenthe Merrimack and Connecticut Rivers, 

feet square, and seven feet E>tud, at the 
• The volume containing the original records of least, on their respective Home Lots, 

the proprietors of Township No. I, was discovered and fence in or bre!\k up for plowing, 
in 1848, by.Mr. Timothy H. Hall, sherlft of Wind or clear and stock five acres with Enham county, while examining the Cheshire county 
records at Keene, N. H. On giving bonds for the glish grass within three years next after 
safe keeping of this volume, he was permitted to their admittance, and cause their re8
take it home with him. The people of West peetive Lots to be inhabited; and that 
minster voted $20 to procure a fac-simile copy, to the Grantees do within the space of 
preserve these records from oblivion. The origin"l three years from the time of their being volume was afterward presented to the town of 
Westminster by the judges of the Cheshire County admitted. build and finish a convenient 
Court. The h!!Jld writing is of rare beauty, the :lYleeting . House for the Publick W 01'
cover of parchment, and the whole in an excellent ship of GOD, and settle a learned 
state of preservation. 'l'he volume also contains Orthodox Minister." 
the records of the original grantees of Winchester, 

Westmoreland and Claremont. 
 The committee were also 

• 
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"To take care that there be sixty
three House Lots laid out in as regular, 
compact, lind defensible a manner as 
possible; one of which lots shall be for 
the First Settled Minister, one for the 
Second Settled Minister, and one for 
the School." 

In accordance with the foregoing pro
visions 28 townships were laid out be
tween the Merrimack and· Connecticut 
Rivers, and OIl the west side of Con
necticut River, Township No.1, now 
Westminster, was granted to a number 
of persons from Taunton, Norton, and 
Easton, Mass., and from Ashford and 
Killingly, Ct. 

GRANTEES. 

The names of those who were ad
mitted as grantees were: Joseph Tis
dale, Samuel Sumner, Benjamin Rug
gles, James Williams, Thomas Clapp, 
Eliphalet Leonard, Seth S~aples, Seth 
Sumner, James Leonard, Morgan Cobb 
2d, Edmond Andrews, John Harvey, 
James Leonard 3d, Edward Blake, 
Joseph Willis, Eliakim Walker, Josiah 
Lincoln, Jonathan Paddleford, jun., 
Joseph Barney, John Smith 2d, Joseph 
Wilbore, Jonathan Barney, Ebenezer 
Dean, James Walker, Ebenezer Smith, 
Joseph Eddy, James Leonard 2d, Jo
seph Tisdale, jun., J ames Walker, jr., 
Ezra Dean, Ephraim Dean, William 
Ware, Ebenpzer Cobb, Israel Tisdale. 

A copy of the order of the General 
Court for the first meeting of the gran
tees of township No.1: 

" At a Great and General Court held 
in Boston, the Twenty-Fourth Day of 
November, One Thousand Seven Hun
dred and Thirty-Six,* the following 
vote passed the Two Houses, and was 
consented to by the Governour, viz. : 

• There is a discrepancy in the records betwoen 
this and subsequent dates. The first meeting of 
the grantees, which must have occurred after the 
grau~ was made, was in Jan., 1736, and there are 
records of two other meetings of the proprietors 
during this same yea.r, from which we infer that 
the grant must ha.ve been made November, 1735. 

Voted: That Mr. Joseph Tisdale of 
Taunton, be, and hereby is impowered 
to assemble the Grantees of the Town
ship No.1, on the west side of the 
Connecticut River, adjoining to the 
Equivalent Land, so called, giving 
timely notice to the said grantees ad
mitted into the said township by the 
committee of their court. and to meet 
in Taunton where they li~e, in order to 
.~huse a Moderator and Proprietor's 
Clerk, and Committee to allot and divide 
their Lands, and to dispose of the same, 
and to pass such votes and orders as by 
them may be thought conducive for the 
speedy fulfillment of the conditions ·of 
their Grants. And also to agree upon 
Methods for calling of Meetings for the 
future." 

It thus appears that Westminster, 
then known as Township No.1, or, as 
it was sometimes called, 

NEW TAUNTON, 

in honor of the residence of the greater 
number of the grantees, was the first 
township granted in the State of Ver
mont, although the charter of the pre
sent Westminster, received from the 
government of New Hampshire, bears 
the date 9 Nov., 1752, being the third 
town chartered in the State, Bennington 
and Halifax having received theirs a few 
years before. 

THE FIRST MEETING OF THE GRANTEES 

was held at the school house in Taun
ton, 14 Jan., 1736. A committee of 
six was appointed who should repair to 
Township No.1, and layout 63 house 
lots according to the direction of the 
General Court; each lot not to exceed 
50 acres, nGr less than 10, and to pro
portion the same according to quality, 
that each lot might be of equal value. 
They were also to select a suitable 
place for the meeting-house and layout 
a convenient road or roads through the 
town, and also layout a convenient 
training-field and burying-place, near 
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the meeting-house plat, and also layout the encouragement of the first settlers, 
a convenient place (if' any there be) one half to be paid to such of the pro
near to or within said honse lot!'., for a prietors as should actul1Jly repair to No. 
saw-mill and a grist-mill. 1 during that year and build a dwelling 

The interval lands were also to be laid . house on his lot according to court act, 
out into 63 lots, according to quality; 
each propriet<Jr to pay for one whole 
right (i. e., one house lot and one in
terval lot) the sum of 30 shillings to 
defray the cost of the allotment of the 
lands. These lots, one of each kind, 
were, 26 Sept., 1737, assigned to the 
grantees, each person receiving as many 
rights as he had given bonds for and 
paid. charges. Proposals were also re
ceived for building a saw-mill and a 
grist-mill. We have not been able to 
determine the location of this mill. 
There were two streams afterwards 
called" Mill brooks," one north of the 
street, now known as ., Governor's 
Brook," and one south, known a~ the 
" U nderw'ood Brook." It is not certain 
that the grist mill was built at that 
time. The oldest inhabittnts say that 
their grandfathers u8(jd to go to N orth
field to mill. 

The grist mill was undertaken by 
several of the proprietors and, as ap
pears from the records of a meeting 
held 8 July, 1740, had been completed 
at that time, and measures were taken 
to open a road to it, for which purpose 
£30 were appropriated. The commit
tee to take the matter into consideration 
were of the opinion 

"That the ten rods highway be 
cleared and made passable from the four 
rods highway that is between the 47th 
and 48th lots southward to said saw 
mill j and 80 over as far as can be done 
with the thirty pounds." 

The 48th house lot is the one which 
Joseph Tisdale sold to Richard Ellis, 
and which was drawn to the 45th orig
inal right. 

On the 28 May, 1739, a sum to the 
amount of £2'iO was appropriated for 

and by .June 15, 1740, fence in and 
break up for plowing, or clear and stock 
with English grass, 5 acres of land. 
The remaining half to be paid to such 
a~ should actually inhabit their houses, 
either by themselves or some other 
Christian subject to the King, for the 
space of three months from 15 June, 
1740, each one to draw his proportion 
according to the number of houses he 
should have inhabited at the end of that 
time. 

It appears from the records that one 

RICHARD ELLIS 

did repair to Township No.1 in 1739, 
built a dwelling house, broke up 5 or 6 
acres of land, and received for his ser
vices a gratuity of £45. Several 
others were, during this and the next 
year, engaged in laying out roads and 
building fences and received gratuities 
for their services. The proprietors had 
in project other improvements, such as 
the laying out of lands not already ap
propriated and the construction of a 
road to Fort Dummer, when on the 5th 
of March, 1740, the northern boundary 
line of Massachusetts was fixed, which 
excluded Township No. 1 from that 
province. 

LAST PROPRIETOR'S lIIEETING AT 

TAUNTON. 

At a meeting of the proprietors held 
at the school hOllse in Taunton, Apr. 
5, 1742. Joseph Eddy was appointed 
agent to wait on the committee of the 
Ge.neral Court to whom they gave bonds 
for the settlement of the township, to 
acquaint them with their difficulties and 
the labor and money they had expellded 
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in settling their grant, aDd to receive 
such directions as might be of service 
to them in securing their rights under 
the jurisdiction of New Hampshire. 
This appears to have been the last 
meeting of the propriotors under the 
jurisdiction of Massachusetts, and the 
settlement was probably abandoned on 
the breaking out of Cape Breton War. 

In the opening of 1751, 

JOHN AVERILL, 

with his wife and SOIl, Asa, removed 
from NOlthfield, Mass., to No.1, at 
which time there were but two honses 
in the place; one on the top and the 
other atthe foot of Willard's or Clapp's 
hill, at the southern extremity of the 
10 rods highway. The latter, which 
was unoecllpied, was probably the OL.e 
built by Mr. Ellis and his son in 1739. 
Mr. Averill moved intD the one on the 
top of the hill, which had been occu
pied by four men, one woman and ·two 
children. The men were 'William 
Gould and his son, John, AmOR Car
penter, and Atherton Chaffee. Two oJ 
these, Gould and Cflrpenter, removed 
their families from Northfield to No. 1 
during the summer of the same year. 
The first child born in )Vestminster was 
Anna Averill, in the autumn of 1751. 

WESTMINSTER UNDER NEW HAMPSHIRE 
CHARTER, 

9 Nov., 1752. 

PROPRIETORS: J 08iah )Villard for 
and in behalf of Samuel Greeley, Jas. 
Hills, John Hunt, Benjamin Farwell, 
Robert Usher, Samuel Cummings, 
Josiah Brown, Peter Powers, John 
Chamberlain, Jonathan Cummings, 
John Usher, Robert Fletcher, Jonathan 
Cummings, jun., Jonathan )Villard, 
Prentice Willard, Solomon )Villard, 
Ebenezer Field, John Pierce, Nathaniel 
Mattoon, Wm. Wilson, John Taylor, 

Jonathan Hubbard, James Jewel, Jos. 
Ashley, Sam'l Ashley, Josiah Willard, 

William Willard, Billy Willard, 
Ephrahim Dean, Wilder Willard, 
Jethro Wheeler, John Averill, Michael 
Gilson. 

On the 9th Nov., 1752, township 
No. 1 was re-chartcred by Governor 
Benning Wentworth, of New Hamp
shire, and its name changed to 
Westminster. 

Under this charter the township was 
entitled to the privilege of holding town 
fairs as soon as there should be 50 
families resident and settled. It .was 
also provided that a town market should 
be opened and kept one or more days 
eaeh week, as might be most advan
tageous to the inhabitants. 

The eonditions of this grant were 
that every grantee should plant or eul
tivate 5 acres of land within 5 years 
for every 50 acres contained in his share, 
and eontinue to improve and settle the 
same by additional cultivation OIl pen
alty of the forfeiture of his grant. 

A reservation was also made of all 
white and other pine trees fit for mast
ing the royal navy. 

A reservation was also made of a 
tract of land as near the center of the 
township as the land would admit, for 
town lots (this reservation to be made 
before any ftJrther division of land) ; 
one of these lots to be divided among 
the grantees, each receiving one aere 
and paying for it one ear of Indian 
corn on the first day of January each 
year for 10 years, if lawfully demanded, 
and after that a revenue of one shilling 
a year for every 100 acres he owned. 

The first meeting of the grantees ·was 
held at 'Winchester, !,tt the house of 
Josiah Willard, 22 Aug., 1753, and 
met by several adjournments at Fort 
Dummer, 29 Oet. of the same year. 
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It was decided at thi& latter meeting 
that those proprietors who had pur
chased rights according to the ::\lassa
chusetts grant, and now held those 
rights, should have their house lots and 
first division meadow lots where they 
had them before, and have the liberty 
of taking them without a draft, and 
that the rest of the hl)Use lots and 
meadow lots be drawn for, and that 
there be six house lots and six meadow 
lots laid out, the house lots to contain 

15 acres each and the meadow lots not 
above 4 acres each, after which there . . . 
should bc a second diVISIOn of all the. f h ' I f th h t 11 
meadow land in the township, and also 
a division of upland, each to be divided 
equally into 69 lots, the upland not to 
contain less than 50 acres to each pro
prietor. It was also voted to layout 
the Governor's two shares at the upper 
end of the township (now known as 
the "Church Meadow"), and to lay 
out the whole of the share belonging to 
the glebe or Church of Englabd in some 
suitable place, and the share for the 

~ . 
Incorporated • oClety where the com.. 
rmttee should thmk best. The records 
contain no account of any further meet
ing of the proprietors for more than 7 
years. 

INDIAN ALARMS. 

and tte settlement was for a time 
abandoned. 

On the 11th .June, 1760, Col. Josiah 
Willard, jun., obtained a renewal of 
the charter ofWestmiuster and called 
a meeting of the proprietors, which 
was held Feb. 4, 1761, at the house of 
.John Averill, in Westminster, of which 
Benjamin Bellows, of 1Valpole, was 
moderator. Measure!> were taken for 
an allotment of the lands, and prepara
tions made for a permanent settlement. 

GRANTEE~ OF THE RENEWED CHARTER. 

Th ~ th . t t the names ot ' e proprIe 01'13 a e 
tIme 0 t e renewa 0 e c ar er, 

June, 1760, were:, 


1. John Hulbert; 2 . Josiah Willard; 
3. 1Villiam 'Willard; 4. Valentiue 
Butler; 5. Joseph Alexander; 6. 
Nathan Willard; 7. Susannah Gilson; 
8. Oliver Willard; 9. John Arms; 
10. Wilder 1Villard; 11. John Moor; 
12. John Moor, jun.; 13. Daniel 
Whitmore; 14. William Willard, jun. ; 
15. Prentice Willard; 16. Ephraim

IDean; 17. Elijah Cady; 18. Asa 
D I 9 S I A hI 20(lug ass; 1. amue 8 ey; . 
J Al d 21 S 1 G IohI! exan er; • . amue ree ey ; 
22. Jethro Wheeler; 23. .Jonathan 
Thayer; 24. Joshua 'Veils j 25. 
Submit Foster; 26. Nathan Willard, 
jun.; Joseph Hubbard; 28. Joseph 

The year of 1753 had been one of' Ashley; 29. Nathaniel Mattoon; SO. 
comparative quiet. During the latter John Hunt j 31. John Taylor; 32. 
part of the summer of the following John Pierce; 34. Andrew Gardner, 
year the Indians began their incursions jun.; 35. Jas. Jewel; 36. ~fanasseh 
on several of the settlements of New Divol; 37. Simon Hunt; 38. 1Vul. 
Hampshire. 1\1r. Johnson aud family Wilson j 39. John Arms, jun.; 40. 
were taken captive at Charlestown, Solomon "Villard;, 41. Ebenezer Field; 
"No.4," and earrierl to Canada. This 42. Samuel Allen; 43 Billy "Villard; 
alarmed the inhabitants of1Vestminster, 44. Caleb How; 45. Jonathan 
who were few in number and poorly Hubbard; 46. Jas. Hills; 47. Josiah 
protected, and they removed to Walpole Willard, jun. ; 48. Benjamin Farwell ; 
where they remained until October,and 49. Samuel Cummings; 50. Josiah 
then returned. In the spring l'Ir. Brown; 51. Peter Powers; 52. Robt. 
Averill and family removed to Putney, Fletchcr,jun. j 5a. Timothy Leatherby ; 
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54. Minister; 55. Henry Sherborn; 
56. Sam'I Smith; 57. John Downing; 
58. Samson Sheaffj 59. Jonathan 
Willard. 

In addition to these 59 shares there 
were 14 shares set off at the northern 
part of the township, two to His Excel
lency Benning W entworth~ and one 
each to John Wentworth, Rabt. Usher, 
Jno.Chamberlain,.Jonathan Cummings, 

Liberty was also given for a town 
way through each lot if needed, also 
for a proprietor's road through the 
Governor's Meadow, 80 called, and also 
through the Lower M~adow. A tax 

of lOs. was laid on each right to defray 
the expense of surveying and laying 
out the township, also one of Sd. on 
each right to pay Col. Josiah Willard 
for services in getting the charter re

John Usher, Jonathan Cummings, jun., newed; also one of 208. on each right 
David Stearns, Byfield Lloyd, Richard to be worked out on the roads at 28. 6d. 
'Vibird, and Theodore Atkin"on. One per day until the first of .september, 
share for a glebe for the Church of and 2s. per day from that time till the 
England, and another for the benefit of la:,t of December, "a Team of four 
the Incorporated Society for the Pro
pagation of the Gospel. 

At a meeting held May 6, 1761, cer
tain valuable lands-50 acres on the 
Mill Brook and some 60 acres at the 
lower end of the GOTernor's meadow _ 
were voted to CoL 'Villard f'or en
couragement to build a saw-mill and 
grist-mill. The conditions upon which 
he was to receive these lands is thus 
expressed in the original records under 
Massachusetts: 

"Provided he shall Build a Good 
Saw Mill and Grist Mill in sd Town 
and saw anit. grind at the usual Price 

Cattle to be equal to a man's Day'S 
work." 

Willliam Willard, Michael Gilson, 
Bildad Andros, Atherton Chaffee, and 
John Pettey were chosen a committee 
to layout roads aud make the same. 

The town records for the next 20 
years, except certain records of deeds, " 

have not been preserved. 
It appears, however, from other 

sources, that Westminster enjoyed a 
good degree of prosperity, attracting 

settlers from the older provinces, and 
that before the close of 1766, there 
were upwards of 50 families ill the 

of Sawing at the Neighboring Mill, and place aud accordincr to the census 
Grind Likewise at the same Toll Taken' e,. 

· hb . -'''PII Th S ordered bv the Governor of New Yorka·t th. e N elg ourmg. .eVil 8. e aw • 

MIll to be built by the first Day of in 1771. it was the most populous town 

October f.ext, and the Grist MIll in two in this part of the province, the whole 

years if the Town shall Desire the number of residents being 478. 

same, and keep the said Mills ill Re
pair ten years or longer, or Deliver up THE BOUNDARY CONTROVERSY. 


Sd stream for the use of the Sd Proprie· In the year 1763, there arose a con-

tors ~fter ye t~n years, i~ be. Refuse 'to • troversy between the Governors of N"'w 

Contmue to Keep sd ~fill8 III Repan'" . 

And it is to be underBtood that if the HampshIre and New York, each clalID
stream that is in sd land be not suffi- ing the lands lying on the west side of 

cient for Constant Water for a }\Iill, the Connecticut River. N either of the 

then the said Town is to Provide a parties bein" disp08ed to yield the sub

Stream for ad }\Iill to ~e built upo~, ~nd ject was ref:rred to the deeisi~n of the 

Land for the convemellcy of bmldmg . 

Sd Grist Mill on, or the said Willard to Kmg, who, by an order dated 20 July, 

be Exempted from building sd Grist 1764, declared "the western banks of 

Mill." the river Connecticut, from where it 
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enters the province ot Massachusetts 
Bay, as far north as the 45th degree of 
northern latitude, to be the boundary 
line between the :laid'two provinces of 
New Hampshire and New York." 

In accordance with this deciilion 
Westminster came uuder the jurisdic

moved from Chester to Westminster. 
Here was soon to be witnessed the first 
grand uprising of the people of what is 
now known as the Green Mountain 
State, in resistance to the authority of 
the g9vernment of Great Britain; and 
here was to flow the first blood, at least 

tion of New York. On the 26th Mar. 1in the State of Vermont, in the cau~e 
1772, a new charter was issued by the 
Governor of New York to certain 
grantees who conveyed to Col. Josiah 
Willard, then of "Winchester, N. H .• 
and he executed releases to such of the 
former proprietors, or their assigns, as 
chose to take titles under the new 
authority. 

Uuder this charter the government 
reserved for its own use the two rights 
appropriated to the Governor of' New 

of American Independence. 

THE RF;VOLUTIONARY PROCEEDINGS 

which we are about to relate were but 
the exponent of those feelings occa
sioned by the course of the mother 
country towards the colonies, whose 
rule had become too oppressive to be 
any longer endured. 

In the early part of 1774, Isaac 
Low, chairman of a committee of cor
respondence in the city of New York, 

Hampshire, together with all mines of to ascertain the feelings of the people 
gold, and all pine trees fit for masts, 20 of the colony with regard to the usur
inches in diameter at one foot from the patio~s Of Great Britain, wrote to the 
earth. Also a revenue of 213. 6d. for supervisors of Cumberland county in 
every 100 acres granted, to be paid on May to ascertain what m"asures the 
" Lady Day, or the Day of the Feast peo~le would be likely to adopt in the 
of the Annunciation of the Blessed present crisis. At their meeting in 
Virgin Mary." June the Rupervisors took no action" 

Th<l grantees, or their assigns, were upon this letter, and for some reason 
required to settle on the tract of land the knowledge of it was kept from the 
granted them within 3 years from th~ people. The secret, however, beeame 
time of the grant to the number of one known to Dr. Reuben Jones, of Rock
family for every thousand acres granted, ingham, and Capt. Azariah Wright, of 
and plant and cultivate within 3 years Westminster, who communicated it to 
3 acres for every 50 acres granted, if the inhabitants of their respective 
capable of cultivation. towns. 

We approach now that stormy period l'-Ieetings were then called in these 
in the history of the American color.ies towns arid a committee chosen to wait 
which immediately preceded the Revo- upon the supervisors at their meeting in 
tution. In the exciting scenes of that 
period the settlers of'the New Hamp
shire grants have a conspicuous part. 

In 1772 the courts of Cumberland 
county, in the province of New York 
(which county embraced nearly the 
same territory as the present counties 
of "Windham and Wirldsor), were re-

September, and ascertain if such a let
ter had been receivt'd by them, and 
why it had not been laid before the 

people of the county. "They made 
many excuses," says Dr. Jones. "Some 
plead ignorance, and some one thing 
and some another, but the most of them 
did seem to think that they could send 
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a return to the committee at New additional courts that had been estab
York without ever laying them before !ished, inconsequence of' which law
their constituents, which principle at suits had increased and charges had 
this day so much prevails, that it is the been maltiplied Rnd families nearly 
undoing of the people." beggared. 

The committees, however, would not The" acts and resolves" of the Con-
give their consent to have any return tinental Congress which had been 
made nntil }\Ill', Louis' letter had been adopted by the people of Cumberland 
laid oefcre every town in the county, county in open convention, had how-

Accordingly a convention was called ever been rejected by the General 
to m~et at the" County Hall," at W est- AssemlJlv of New York, And while 
minster, on the 19th of Oct.,' which in the otber colonies the meeting of the 
held a session of two days, Here it Continental Congress had been followed 
was resolved Iby an almost, universal suspension of 

" That as true and loyal subjects of royal authority, the higher civil officers 
the King, they would spend their lives in the colony of New York rcmained 
and fortune;; in his servic:; an~ that loyal to the King, and the courts still 
th~y would defend the ~mg ~hlle he coutinued to be held but being admin
reIgned over thctm, as hIS subJects, so , . " 
they would defend their just rights, as Istered, III the mter:sts of the crown 
British subjects, against every foreign they were so oppressIve as to be almost 
power that should attempt to deprive insufferable on the part of those who 
~hem of those rights, while breath was had espoused the liberal cause, And 
m their nostrils and blood in. theirveins." 

On the 5th of Sept. a Continental 
Congress was eonvened at Philadelphia 
to adopt measures against the usurpa
'I;ion of royal authority in the colonies. 
This was followed bv a second conven
tion at W estminste~, on the 30th of 

No 'emb h' h d t d II th.[, er, w IC a op e a e re
' t 1 C dsolveS 0 f the Con men a t ongress an 

1 d th Ithe, d 1 g t a es , loun emse ves, e e as 
' t .. '. f th" t't tl' p e resen aclves 0 ,ell', cons 1 uen s, 

" 1" I t dh t thre 19IOUS y 0 a ere 0 e non
, t t' t' dlmpora lOn, non-consump lOn, an non-

h h d th' d' t' f:t ose w 0 expresse CIT Issa IS ac- " 
tion were denounccd as " guilty of high 

treason," for with-holding their alle

giance from the King. 


The people were no longer willing to 
trust themselves in the hands of those 

whom. they, regarded as, ~Ilemies of 
AmerIcan lIberty. And '111 duty to . 
God, to themselves, and to theIr pos
terity, they thollght themselves under 
the strongest obligations to resist and' 
to oppose all authorItv that would not• 
accede to the reeolves of the Continen

, "" I tal COllo-ress," exportatIOn aSSOCIatIOn, . '" " 
'""'75 I . d' Such was the state of feelmg whiCh O thnet7 h 0 f F b e.,.1 a tnr . , 

, 1 Id W', led to that memorahle event m the hIs
conventIOn was 1e at estmmster, f hi k 

.. , . tory 0 t s town nown as
whose mam object was to obtam, If ' 
possible, from the legislature of ~ew "THE WEsnnNSTER !fASSACRE," 

York, the passage of such laws as which occurred on the 13th of JVlar, 
would tend to improve the mode of ad- 1775. The scene of this event was the 
ministering justice in the eounty courts, "Old Court House," which stood at 
Their special cause of grievance was the extreme north end of the Lower 
the" great expense and heavy hnrdens" Street, on the east side of the road on 
imposed upon them by reason of the the spot now known as "Court House 
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Hill," but a short distance from the 
meeting-house which then occupied the 
middle of the highway. This building 
was erected in 1772, at which time the 
courts of Cumberland county were re
moved from this place to Chester. 

The following description we append 
from Hall's Eastern Vermont, where 
an engraving of the "Old Court 
Honse" can be seen: 

" In shape it was almost square, the 
sides being about forty feet in length, 
and was built of hewn timber, clap
boarded. The roof was gambrel, sur
mountcd by a cupola or tower, open at 
the four sides. An aisle. ten or twelve 
feet in width, ran east and west, 
through the middle of the lower story. 

A double door was placed at each end 
of the aisle, or in other words, two 
doors opening either way from a center 
fastening. In accordance with a cus
tom of the times, the building was in
tended to afford some of the conven
iences of a tavern. In the southeast 
corner was a kitchen, or cook-room, 
occupied by the jailer, and in the south
west corner a bar-room, in which the 
jailer served in the capacity of bar
tender. The chimney rose between 
these rooms, amI opened into each in 
shape of a large, old-fashioned fire 
place. Another door was cut in the 
south side of the building leading into 
an entry, on either side of which were 
doors to the kitchen and bar-room. 

In the north part was a jail, which 
comprised within its limits two prison
rooms, divided, the- one from the other 
by a narrow :tisle running north and 
south. This aisle communicated WIth 
the broad aisle, by a door. Doors also 
opened from the prison rooms into the 
narrow aisle. A flight of stairs led 
from the last entrance to the court
room in the second story, which did not 
differ materially from the court-rooms 
of the present day in its arrangement." 

The courts were held there until 
1781, when "Westminster and J'tIarl
borough became harf shire tow:us, until 
1787, when New Fane became the 
county town and a new court-house and 

jail were erected there. The old conrt
house in 'Vestminster stood till about 
the year 1806. 

The 14th of :llfarch, 1775, was the 
day on which the county court was to 
commence at "\Vestminster. To avoid 
all ra~hness and ur.necessary collision 
with the Court party, it was thought 
best to request the judges to remain at 
home. For this purposc "about forty 
good, true men," went from Rocking
ham to Chestpr to dis~uade Col. Chand
ler, the chief judge, from attending 
court. He" thought it would llC for 
the good of the country not to hold any 
court, as things were; but there was 
one case of murder that they must see 
to, and if it was not agreeable to the 
people they would not hear any other 
case." Some one said that "the sheriff 
would raise a number of men, and 
there would be blood shed." The judge 
assured them upon his word and honor 
that there would he no arms brought 
against them. 

Noah Sabin, one of the associate 
judges, "was very earnest to have the 
law go ou, as well as many petty offi
cers. Col. 'VeIls, the other associatkl 
judge, was absent, in attendance upon 
the General Assembly at New York. 

There was much dehate among the 
Whigs as to what means they would 
adopt to prevent the sitting of the 
Court. It was at length agrEed to let 
the Court come together and tten pre
sent their reasons for not wishing it to 
proeeed. But upon learning that the 
Court was to take possession of the 
house on the 13th in8t., and place a 
strong guard at the doors, they thought 
best to effeet an entrance "before the 
armed guards were placed," that they 
might lay before the Court their griev
ances before it opened. 

On Monday, .March 13, a party of 
Whigs from Rockingham came down to 
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Westminster and halted at the house of 
Capt. Azariah Wright, and repaired 
from thence to the school-house on the 
opp08ite side of the street, and held 
consultation as to the best manner to 
prevent the sitting of the Court'. 

Having armed themselves with sticks 

About 7 o'clock Col. Chandler came 
in andthey laid the case before him, 
reminding him of his promise that no 
arms should be brought against them. 
He said the arms were brought without 
his consent, but he would go and take 
them away, and they should enjoy the 

from Capt. 'Wright's wood-pile, they house undisturbed until morning, and 
proceeded on their way, and were joined that the Court should then come in with
by others armed like themselves, and 
on arriving at the court-house, the whole 
party. to the number of about one hun
dred, entered about 4 o'clock in the 
afternoon. 

Soon after this,th" High Sheriff,Wm. 

out arms, and would hear what they 
had to lay before them. Having given 
them this assurauce, he departed. The 
'Whigs then left the house and chose a 
committee to draw up a list of articles 
to present to the Court, which was 

Paterson, who had on lohe day previous unanimously adopted by the company. 
gone to Brattleborough to obtain assist- Some of them then went home, and 
~,nce TIl preserving the peace, came up some to the neighbors, having left a 
with a large number of men, some of guard at the court-house to give the 
them "armed with guns, swords and alarm in case {)f an attack during the 
pistols, and others with sticks or clubs." night. 

Approaching within aMut 5 yards of Meanwhile the sheriff' had sent word 
the door. the Sheriff commanded the to an the Tories in the ueighborhood to 
" rioters," as they were called, to dis- come to his assistance. They met 
pense, but obtained no answer. He then for consultation at Norton's tavern,* 
ordered the" King's proclamation" to whence they proceeded in small parties 
be read, and told them, with an oath, to the court-house a little 1Jefo1'e mid
if they did not disperse within fifteen night. Their approach was discovered 
minutes, he would "blow a lane through by the sentry, who gave order to " man 
them." The 'Whigs replied, they would the doors,'" 
not disperse, but the Sheriff and his The sheriff marched his company 
company might come in if they would within about 10 rods of the court-hou8e, 
lay aside their arms, but not without. and advancing towards the door, de-

One of the party within advanced to manded entrance in fIis Majesty's name. 
the door and asked the Tories if they Seeing his demand was not regarded he 
had" c8me for war," saying" we are 
come for peace, and would be glad to 
hold a·parley with you." Whereupon 
Samuel Gale, Clerk of the Court, drew 
a pistol, and replied with an oath, he 
would hold no parley with them but by 
this-referring to his pistol. 

The Tories then withdrew a short 
distance after some ]lretty harsh lan
guage and held a consultation and the 
Who ' h '. h 

19S sent out tree Blen to treat WIt 

them, but with no avail. 

told them he shoulo. enter quietly if he 
could, or by force if he must. Being 

* This tavern, which was at that time the 
Royal inn of the village, is supposed to have 
been built as early as tlle year 1770; it is a large 
two-story house, with gambrel roof, stands on 
the west side of the street, about a mile north 
of Court-house hill, and is now occupied as a 
dwelling-house- John Norton, for many years 
its owner, was of Irish Scotch descent, a man 
of wealth and influence, and was generally re
garded as a Tory, The family name in Ireland 
was McNaughton. Whllf John removed to 
Westminster he omitted the prefix, aud 
changed the spelling of the name to Norton. 
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twice repulsed in attempting to effeet an . of whom were from New Hampshire; 
entrance, he then ordered his men to Capt. Benjamin Bellows came with his 
fire. company from Walpole, and Capt/ 

Three shots were fired which passed S,rgent with his from Rockingham, 
over the heads of those within. The another with an organized band from 
order was then repeated and several Guilford, and the 'Vestminster militia 
men were wounded; one, 'Vm. French, were in ful! force under Capt. Azariah 
was shot with five bullets, one ot ",hich Wright. 
passed through his brain, of which The prisoners who had been confined 
wound he died the next day. the night previous were soon set at lib

" Then," we quote the words of an erty, and before night the judges with 
eye-witneos, "they rushed in with their their assistants, the sheriff and such of 
guns, swords, and clubs, and did most his party as were engaged in the mas
cruelly maim several more, and took saere as could be taken, were put under 
wme that were not wounded, and those arrest. 
that were, and crowded them all into It was with difficulty that the en
close prison together, and then told them raged populace were restrained from 
they should be in hell before the next doing acts of violence. Some demandcd 
night, aud that they did wish that there that the judges should be brought forth 
were forty more in the same ease with and make satisfactory acknowledg
that dying man. "When they put him menta; and some threateued to burn 
into prison, they took and dragged him the court-house and shoot every man 
as one would a dog, and would mock engaged in the massacre of the previous 
him a.. he lay gasping, and make sport night. Thro!lgh the influenee of Capt. 
for themselves at his dying motions." Bellows they were dissuaded from car-

In this bloody atITay, two of the rying their threats into execution. 
sheriff's party received slight flesh The morning of the 15th witnessed a 
wounds, and of the Whig party some renewal of the scenes of' the preceding 
escaped, ten were wounded, two of day. An inquest was held on the body 
them mortally, and seven were. taken of young French, and the sheriff and 
prisoners. those of his party imprisoned with him 

Tuesday morniug, the 14th, all was were plaeed i~ close confinement. 
confusion. At the appointed hour the During the day reinforcements came 
court convened and prepared a state- from the southern part of the county 
ment of the facts, "exactly as they and from the Massachusetts province, 
happened," in the "very melancholy and from the west side of the Green 
and unh~ppy affair," that had occurred l\:IouT1tain~, so that upon the morning of 
during the night. It was thought best the 16th it was computed that there 
not to proceed with business, and an were" five hundred good martial 801

adjournment was made to th~ second diers, well equipped for war," assem
Tuesday in' June. That sessio.n has bled in 'Westminster, besides others who 

. never been held. had come ail private citizens. 
Meanwhile messengCl s had been dis- A public meeting was held, and a 

patched in all directions and the tidings large committee chosen, to consist of 
quickly spread. By noon of the next persons out of the county as well as in, 
day more than 400 hundred persons had who, " after the most critical and irn
assembled at 'Vestminster, about half partial examination of evidence," de
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cided that the leaders in the massacre 
should be "confined in Northampton 
jail till they could have a fair trial," 
and those who appeared 
be " under bonds, holden to answer at 
the next court of Oyer and Terminer" 
to be held in the county. 

Those of the cuurt party who were 
imprisoned were: ''l'homas Chandler, 
the chief judge, Bildad Ea:;tou, a deputy 
sheriff, Capt. Benjamin BurL Thomas 
Sergeant, Oliver Wells, Joseph Willard, 
and John Morse, who were released on 
the 17th on giving bonds with security 
to JOhll Hazeltine. Thomas Ellis, 
against whom no charge was found, 
was released unconditionally. Noah 
Sabin, associate judge, Benj. Butter
field, an assistant justice, 'Vm. Willard, 
a justice of the peace, Wm. Paterson, 
the high sheriff, Samuel Gale, the clerk, 
Benj. Gorton, a deputy sheriff, Richard 
Hil~'Villiam 'Villiams, and one Cun
ningham, were on the 19th sent down 
the river under a guard of fifty men 
and two officers, and confined in jail 
at Northampton. Here they remained 
some two weeks, until they were re
moved on a writ of habeas corpus to 
New York, for a regular trial in order 
to their enlargement. We do not learn 
as they ever had their tI;jal. The Re
volutionary War had now become a 
fact, and other interests were absorbed 
in that. 

WILLIAM l!'RENCH, 

one of the victims of this massacre. 
was a son ofNathaniel French, who lived 
in Brattleborough, near the southern 
line of Dummerston. He was a young 
man of patriotic spirit, and an ardent 
sympathiser with the liberty party. He 
was one of those stationed in the court
house on that eventful night of the 13th 
of March, 1775, animated by that lib
erty loving spirit, whose smouldering 

fires were now ready to burst forth in a 
gel1f1ral uprising throughout the colon
ies. He fell pierced with five bullets in 
as many different places, one of which 
entered the brain just behind the ear, 
and cansed his death. 

Dr. 'Vm. Hill, of 'Vestminster, was 
allowed to visit him between three and 
four the next morning, but his martyr 
spirit had fled. 

The ve,rdict of the coroner's jury to 
investigate the causes of his death is in 
the following words: 

NEW YORK. } 
CU~lBERLAND CO'UNTY. 

Tim

"An Inquisition Indented and Ta
ken at \Vestminster the fifteenth Day 
ot March One Thousand Seven Hun
dred and Seventy five before me 

Q 
• Olcott Gent one of the Cor

roners of the County aforesaid up
on the View of the Body of 'Villiam 
French then and there Lying Dead 
upon the oaths of Thos, Amsden John 
Avorll Joseph Pierce l'athae1 Robert " 
son Edward Hoton }lichal Law George 
Earn Daniel Jewett Zachriah Gilson 
Ezra Robenson l'athaniel Davis Nath
aniel Double Dee John \Vise Silas 
Burk Elihue Newel Alexr Pammerly 
Joseph Fuller Good and Lawful1 men 
of the County afore said who being 
Sworn to Enquire on the part of our 
Said Lord the King when where how 
and after what manuel' the said Wm. 
French came to his death Do Say npon 
their oaths that on the thirteenth day of 
March Instant \Villiam Patel son Esqr 
Mark Langdon Cristopher Orsgood 
Benjamin Gorton Samuel Night and 
others unknown to them assisting with 
force and arms made an assault OIl the 
Body of the said \Vm French and Shot 
him Thorough the Head with a Bullet 
ofwhif1h wound he Died and Not Other
ways in witness where of the Coroner 
as well as the ,Juryors have to this In-' 
quisition put their hands and seals att 
the place afore Said." 

Mr. French was buried the ;,ame day 
with military honors in the old grave
yard at \Vestminst,er, and a stone with 

~ 
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the .following quaint inscription, marks 
the spot where he was. laid: 

I:N :Memory of WILLIAl"'1 FRE:NCH. 

Son to Mr, Nathaniel French. Who 

Was Shot at ·Westminster J'\Iarch ye 13th, 

1775, by the hands of Cruel l\finisteriai tools. 

Of Georg ye 3d, in the Cortbouse at a 11 


a Clock 

at :Night in the 22d year of his Age. 


HERE WILI"IAM Flill.:-lCH his Body lies. 
For Murder his Blood for Vengeance cries 
King Georg the third his Tory erew 
tha with a Bawl his head Shot threw. 
For LilJerty and his Countrys Good. 
he Lost his Life his Dearest blood." 

Young Freuch has been claimed· by 
historians as the first martyr whose 
blood was shed in the cause of the 
American Revolution. This claim, 
however, has been disputed, but upon 
how good authority we are not able to 

names are coupled together as martyrs 
in a common cause. Hall says that at 
a meeting held at that place on the 6th 
of April following, a committee was 
appointed to " go to Westminster there 
to meet other committees, to consult on 
the best n:ethods for dealing with the 
inhuman and unprovoked murtherers of 
William French and Daniel Houghton." 

Houghton died at Westminster at the 
house then occupied by Eleazer Har
low, whieh stood northwest of the 
court-house, and but a short distanee 
from k He was buried in the old 
grave-yard not far from the resting
place of ,Villiam French. A rough 
stone once marked the place where he 
lay, which has since disappeared, and 
no one can tell th" precise loeality of 

say. An attelllpt was made in 1852, his grave. 

by SOme of the most distinguished and Jonathan Knight, of Dummerston, 

patriotic citizens of Vermont to obtaiu i received a buck-shot in his right shoul

from the Legislature an appropriation 
for the purpose of erecting a monument 
to his memory. The bill was, how
ever defeated by a small majority. 
Wnen Vermont, in 1877, met at West
minster to celebrate the One Hundredth 
Anniversary of the declaration of her 
independence as a State, measures were 
taken for the erection of a monument 
in honor of her first blood shed in the 
cause of American liberty, UPOIl that 
sacred spot where that first blood was 
shed and where her independenee was 
deelared. 

DANn~L HOUGHTON, 

who was mortally wounded at the time 
French was killed, was a resident of 
DummerstoIl; he reeeived a wound in 
his body and lived but 9 days. His 
name is not usually found in connection 
with that of Freneh, probably for the 
reason that it was expeeted for some 
days that he would recover. In the 
reeords of Dummerston, however, their 

der, which he is said to have carried 
there for more than thirty years. 

A man by the name of 

WHITE, FROll{ ROCKI:NGHA}I, 

was severely wounded in the knee, and 
after being eared for three months at 
the house of A.zariah Wright, where 
most of the wounded were taken, he 
was conveyed on a litter down the 
river to some plaee where he could re
ceive proper medical attention. 

I'HIf,IP SAFFORD, 

of Rockingham, likewise reeeived sev
eral cuts upon the head with a sabre in 
the hands of Sheriff Paterson, dealing 
in turn some pretty effective blows to 
the sheriff's posse, knocking down sev
eral of them with his club, by means 
of which he forced his way through 
and made his escape. 

Of the sheriff's party, Justice But
terfield received a shot through his coat 

15 
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sleeve, slightly grazing the skin, and 
another received a slight wound from a 
pistol ball in the head. These were 
probably wounds received from their 
own party as the Whig party assert that 
there were no weap(lns carried by them 
but stones and clubs. 

At a convention held here Jan. 15, 
1777, Vermo;nt. was declared a free and 
independent State, and Westminster 
was for a time practically the capital of 
the State. The General Assembly 

held its session here in 1780. Here, 
too, was the first printing office estab
lished in Vermont, by the firm of 
Spooner & Green, in the year 1778. 
The press and types were removed to 
Woodstock in 1783. 

The Statc Bank was established here 
in 1807, and removed to Woodstock in 
1811. 

And we should not omit to mention 
here a mode of punishment in vogue in 
those days, by means of 

THE WHIPPING-POST 

and cat-o'-nine tails, applied by some 
person duly authorized. No farther 
back than the year 1800, there were two 
of these whipping-posts upon West
minster street; one at the soldier's bar
racks at the lower en(l of the street, and 
the other stood near by the church. 
The one was used for the punishment of 
deserted soldiers, and the other for the 
punishment of culprits. 

The last person whipped, we are told 
by one who was an eye-witness, was a 
negro woman who had been stealing. 
This instrument of terror to evil doers 
remained standing until about the year 
1804, when it was pulled down by the 

EARLY 	SETTLERS AND DE

SCENDANTS. 


RICHARD 	ELLIS. 

The first person who actually settled 
in Westminster appears to have been 
Richard Ellis, who, with his son Reu
ben, came from Easton, Mass., in 1739,. 
fElUced in and broke up several acres of 'I 
land, and built a house at the foot of '" 
Willard's hill, at the south end of the 
Main street, where Harlan Farr now 
lives. 

He bought in September of that year 
three original Rights, drawn to Eliph
alet Leonard, for whieh he paid 1)0 
pounds. He afterwards bought two 
Rights of Jonathan Paddelford, and 
two of Joseph Tisdale, for all of which 
he paid £48, " old tender:' 

Reuben, his son, bought in 1740, of 
Israel Tisdale, the 60th Right, being 
the 50th house lot, and 47th interval ..... 
lot. Farther than this we have no 
knowledge of either of them. Their 
names do not again appear in the his
tory of the town. Nor do we find any ~ 
record of deeds to give any clue to il
whom they conveyed their lands. 	 } 

JONATHAN THAYER, ~ of Easton, came here in 1740, and !l
made some preparations for settling, fl 
and it was recommended by a commit
tee 0 f the proprietors that he receive a 
gratuity for his services, which, how
ever, wa:; not granted. lie bought in -... 
July of that year, of Joseph Tisdale, 
the 49th house lot and 39th interval 
lot. His house lot lay just north of ~ 
one owned by Richard Ellis, which was ,~
the 48th, and the one on which Mr. A 
Ellis built. ~ 

In a deed from widow Rush Tisdale 
boys. This relic of a barbarous age in Sept., 1741, and in two others, from 
has given place to better laws. James Leonard 2d and Job Tisdale, in 

I 
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1742, his name appears as a resident of the French and Indian war, he removed 
" :80. One." his family to the fort on the Great 

'Ve do not find his name among the Meadows at Putney, and retUl'ned again 
proprietors under the N. H. charter, 9 after the war. 
Nov., 1752, but it appears in the list at The Averill family have been promi
the time of the renewal of the charter, nent in the history of the town, and 
11th June, 1760. many of th~ descendants are still living 

here, but the name is gone. AARON (?) ALEXANDER. 
The ancestors were a godly family, 

came trom :8orthfield, Mass., to 'Vest- and such to a great extent have been 
minster, at a very early period, and be- their posterity. 
gan to clear and make preparations to Mrs. Ephraim Smith, a great-grand
settIe, but was driven off by the Indi- daughter of John Averill, now living 
ans, and was subsequently killed by hera at the age of 77, well remembers 
them. He had a son Aaron, who set- going to See her great-grand-father and 
tIed in Putney, whose daughter Rhoda great-grand-mother when she was a 
married Eleazer Harlow, who settled little child. 
here in 1758. 

ABA AVERILL 
JOHN AVERILL, 

i settled on the street, and always lived 
came up from Northfield with his fam- on what is now known as the Whittle 
ily in canoes in the spring of 1751, and place. He married Anna Chaffee (prob
occupied the house at the lower end of ably a daughter of Atherton Chaffee), 
the street afterwards known as the by whom he had 6 children: Obed, 
Averill place, where Mr. French now Asa, David, 1\lo11y, Experience and 
lives. He had at that time three sons, Anna. He married (2) the widow of 
Asa, John and Oliver, and in the au- Major Peter Lovejoy, who had 6 child
tumn of that same year was born to ren by her first husband, and two by 
him a daughter, Anna, who was the Mr. Averill,viz., 1\lercyand Sally, and 
first child born in Westminster. By what was regarded as somewhat re
whom this house was built we do not markable, they all lived together in the 
know. Hall says that this and the one greatest peace and harmony. 
built by Richard Eilis, then unoccupied, ASA AYERILL, jr., was a young man 
were the only ones in the place at that of much promise, a good scholar, and 
time; and the one into which 1\Ir. good mechanic. He became somewhat 
Averill moved had been occupied by noted in these parts as being the first 
four men, one woman and two children, man who framed a building by the use 
viz., William Gould and his son John, of the" square rule." The barn which 
Amos Carpenter and Atherton Chaffee, formerly stood on his father's place is 
and that Gould and Carpenter removed now owned by .Mr. Hills. 
their families from Northfield here in OBED, the eldest son of Asa Averill, 
the summer of 1751. built and settled on the" Tower place," 

l\£r. A veriU was a proprietor of 'Vest- now owned by John Leach; arid two of 
minster under N. H. in 1752, and on his children, Mrs. Ephraim Smith and 
the French jury in 1755, and Captain Mrs. James Tower, are now living in 
of Militia in 1776. the parish. 

In the spring of 1755, on account of ASA and DAVID died young. 
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MOLLY married Jonatha~ Atwater f 
Phippen, who settled here in 1781, and 
has grand-children and great-grand 
children now living here. 

EXPERIENCE married Abraham N ut
ting, and has several descendants now 
living in the place. 

There is a curious circumstance re
lated of the marriage ot Mr. Averill to 
his second wife. It was an opinion 
prevalent in those days that whoever 
married a widow who was administra
trix upon the estate of her deceased 
husband, and who through her came 
into possession of anything purchased 
by the first husband, became liable for 
allY' demands against the first husband's 
estate. This difficulty was avoided in 
the following manner: 

A blanket was stretched across a recess 
next the chimney ,behind which wellt the 
bride with her attendants; who divested 

t 

Daniel married for his second wife a. 
daughter of Eleazer Harlow, one of the 
early settlers. He was a very good 
man, and considered as one. of the 
" pillars of the church." 

Olive married a Heald and removed 
to the northern part of the State. 

3. Oliver Averill, third son of John, 
removed to Northfield, this State, 
where his descendants now live. 

4. Anna Averill married Amos (?) 
Carpenter, and lived in Westminster 
for a time. 

ATHERTON CHAFFEE. 

The Chaffee family for many years 
had a reRidence in the parish, but are 
now gone. Atherton died here in 1776, 
aged 63. We find at a later date the 
names of Atherton, Clifford, Otis, and 
Constant) whom we suppose to be his 
sons. 

her of all her clothing, ahd threw her I ATHERTON CHAr'FEE, JR., 
clothes into the room. She then reached 

her hand through a small opening in 
the blanket, which was clasped by Mr. 
Averill, and the marriage ceremony 
was performed. He then produced a 
complete assortment of weddingattire 
which was appropriated by Mrs. Averill, 
who soon appeared ih full dress, to re
ceive the congratulations of her friends. 

John Averill, Jr., was a wheel
wright and carpenter. He built the 
first framed house in Westminster, 
which stood on· the cast side of the 
street, opposite his father's. He took 
the home place and lived there till he 
died. He had five children: John, 
Daniel, Jotham, Hannah and Olive. 

J otham and Hannah were never 
married. 

John "was an upright and honorable 
man." He married· Anna Averill, 
daughter of Asa. and afterwards Rhoda 
Wales, and removed to Swanton, Frank
lin county, and became a quaker. 

settled on the old road to the West 
Parish, to the north of Shubael Peck's. 
An old barn still marks the spot. He 
had a son, Atherton, who went to 
Canada and died, and who has a daugh
ter now living in 'Walpole, N. H. 

Clifford Chaffue married a daughter 
of Capt. Jesse Burke, one of the early 
settlers, and had a. grandson Clifford, 
who received his early education in 
Westminster, became a physician, prac
tised a time in the State of N ew York, 
afterwards removed to Springfield, 
Mass., and has since been a member of 
Congress. 

AMOS CARPENTER 

was here when John Averill came, had 
his residence here till 1776, when he 
sold to James Richardson and removed 
to Rockingham. His farm, according 
to the plan of the town, was Nos. 8 
and 9, in the first range of 8e acre lots} 
and is now owned in part by Clark 
Whitney. 

1 
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WJLLIAM GOOLD' 


and his son John were also here in 

1751. Ther~ were probably other sons. 

We findSeth,John and Nathaniel, pro

prietors here in 1772, ~t the time of'the 


grant from New Yotk.. And at the 

tiine of the formation of a Bapti.st 

soeiety in the west part of' the town ~n 
1784, there were three Goolds; Wil

amination was made of the noses; it 
was found that all but one had a black 
nose, and he was adjudged guilty of 
the theft. 

JOI(N GOOLD 

had 4 sons ;lnd 2 daughters who als.o 
had families. 

John Gonld, Jr., .the eldest, wasil, 
printer, in the employ of Spooner & 

Ham, Seth and Nathaniel, members of' Green, and afterwards carried on the 

that society. business here himself. His office was 
. We have no further informa:tion of the old building, a part of which now 

any onhes~ except John, who has num
erous descendants in Westminster, 
WindhttmjCheilter, Coventry a:nd other 
towns of this State, as well as in New 
Hampshire and Ohio. 

He was a large land owner in the 
town; we find deeds conveying to him 
5 house-lots and 4 meadow-lots, and 
No.1, in the :6.r8t range of 100-acre 
lots. 

Most of his house-lots were situated 
near where the meeting-house aild par
sonage now stands. In revolutionary 
times lle kept the Whig tavern, in the 
house where 1\:[r. Whitman now lives, 
which then stood upon the opposite side 
of the street. He was a soldier in the 
Reyolution all<l very proud of telling 
stories. 

There 11'5 'a story of an incident that 
is sil:id t.o haye . .9appened in those. days 
which, perhaps, is. worth telling here. 
A,travellerwho had stopped at his tav
ern over ni~ht~ found in the morning as 
he was about to start, that he had been 
relieved ofa part of his load. In the 
absence of, any detective police it. was 
agrecd to adopt the following shr,wd 
plan: A rooster was placed under a large 
brass kettle, and each one present was 
to pasil rou)ld and touch his nose to the 
kettJe,.andwhen the guilty one touched 
the kettle the roosterlVould crow. When 
they had all passed around and an eK_ 

adorns the new part .of the present ;par
sonage. lIe afterwards removed to 
Windham, and thence to Chester, 
where he died. He was the father. of 
9 children. 

Aaron, the next lion, settled in the 
West Parish, and had 6 children, two 
of whom, Reuben C. and l\frs. Zen itS 

'Lord, now reside in the East Parish. 

Jonathan, another son, kept the 
Goold tavern for a while, and then went 
to Ohio. 

Luther also went to Ohio. Of the 
daughters, Abigail marrieil Dea•. Na
thaniel Kittredge, of the East Parish, 
and Sarah married a Chandler, who 
lived here for a time and then went to 
Townshend. 

ELEAZlilR HARLOW 

came from Taunton, 1\:[ass., at the· age 
of 20, in the year 1758, and settled 
where Charles Willard now lives. He 
built, at first, a plank house, in 1782, 
the one now standing.' He. married 
Rhoda Alexander, ofNorthfield,1\:[ass., 
by whom he ha.d 3 sons and 6 daugh
ters. 

LEVI, the eldest son, married Eliza
beth Ranney, a daughter of Deacoll 
Ephraim, and went west as far as the 
top of the hill, between the two par
ishes. 

http:Bapti.st
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His· son, Eleav.:cr, ·}ived there, and a 
great grandson of the first Eleazer now 
owns the plaoo .. 

JOSIAH, the second son, died in the 
army, and his children went to Ohio. 

ELEAZER, the other son, died un
married. 

Of the daughters, Rhoda· married 
Ephraim Ranney, son of Deac.Eph
raim, and settled in the West Parish. 

Abigail· married Waitstill Ranney, a 
son Of' Deuc. l<~p:traim, and went to 
Che~ter. 

Hannah married Alfred Spooner, who 
lived here awhile, then removed to 
Woodstock, and from there he went to 
New Orleans and died. 

Lavina married Calvin Britton, both 
of whom died here: 

Anna, t}le youngcst, married Giles 
:Marvin, by whom she h,ad"three child
ren, and' (2)Zacheus Cole,with whom 
she now liycs in the happy enjoyment 
of a serene old age. She is now 85 
years old, and vigorous in body and 
l1lind~ She has had 6 children by her 
seeond marriage,. all of whom are mar
riedahd living atthe present time. Her 
residencer with thf> 'exception of 16 
months, has always been her native 
place. 

CAPT. MICHAEL GII.SON. 

He;was born in Old Hatfield, Mass., 
in 1731 , he c8;me to Putney during~ the 
Fr.ench and Indiiln waT, and enlistediTl 
tbeTort on the Great Meadows. His 
mother and ;two sisters were with him 
therein 1755.· fIe was exposed to all 
the darigers of savage warfare, and 
came near losiug his life. After pene'e 
wae;qeqlal'ed. he ; came to Westminster 
!lnd began a sett!llment .hy putting up. a 
10g-houij!!30n.tbe mead~w at thesonth 
part of .the town, .ahout.lQO rods east 
of where he afterwards built. 

His earlies~ deed bears dll-te ofMarch, 
1759 .. 

He married a sis.ter of De.a. Sesswns, 
took his bride. to the l()g-house, wher.e 
they ate thek -bridal. dinner of stewed 
beans, served t1;pon .chips for plates, 
with . wooden· spoons whittled out for 
the occasion. 

f\fter a. iew years . he. left the log
house and built upon the (?ld stage road, 
where he kept a tavern for 20 years. 

He was commissioned 1s~ Lieut. of 
the Westminster .iHilitia in 1788, and 
Captain of the Sttme Co. the following 
year. He w.as Justice of' the Court of 
Oyer and Termiuer in 1782. 

He was shrewd at business, had no 
education, except what he acquired by 
attending school one week, but. could 
readand write enough to do common 
bu.siness.· He. died a,t the age of 92. 

Capt. Gibson had no children. 

MAJ. JOEL PAGE 

was his adopted· child, and the second 
owner of the farm from the settle
ment of the tawn, until he died 15 
July, 1870, ~tt.he age of' 79. 

LIEtJT. ZACHARIAH GILSON, 

a brother of Capt. Michael, settled a 
few years later, a little farther' to the 
south, on the farm owned 'by the late 
Richard Ward. He was 6nce taken 
captive by the Indians and carried to 
Canada, but returned here and died. He 
had . se'Veral sons;' Zaclniriah,Michael 
andBenjarnin,but has nodesc~ridants 
now living in town. Zachariah, jr., 
had a son,.Fre.edoI11, who now resides 
ill~Rockingham:.• 

WII,LIA¥ wf~~A.RD, ~sQ., 

:He lived at the,·footoftiteWilljl.rd 
hi.ll,.where Riohard Ellis settMd'iu,17.39. 
PnMisely :wlIen: MIVWillOO'd '~llImb to 
Westminster is -not Known... He was a 

http:settMd'iu,17.39
http:the,�footoftiteWilljl.rd
http:wf~~A.RD
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proprietotiu 1752, and a soldier at Fort William had, by his wife Prudence, 
Dummer as late as 1756, and probably three soris, Joseph, Hilly and Lyndes. 
came here soon after and lived here till Billy .settled on: the home plaeearid 
he died. Joseph where Heury 'Wells now lives, 

He was .the' ,:fifth generation from and Lyndes a short distance to the south. 
Major.. Simon Willard, who came to Billy was prominent .among those en· 
thiS country in 1634\ and is supposed gaged in the massacre when French was 
to be the ancestor of all the Willards killed, and boasted of having knocked 
in this country, him down. Joseph was imprilsoned 

Rev. Josepll Wil~arq, fatherof1Yil- with the Tory party, but released on 
liJtm, was siain1)ythe Indians a~ Rut- bail. Joseph and Lyndes have descend
land,Mass,,1723, I;ln the day.h,e was, ants now living in Westminster. Joseph 
to have been installed as pastor,)f the 
church. Joseph, a pDsthn~o~s son, 
was born about three months after the 
father's death: This Joseph; we SllP

pose to be the o~e whose family were 
ta~en ? the Indians.itt CharJe~ton, No. 
4. In 1/60, and carned to Canada. The 
widow of Rev. Joseph Willard married 
Rev..AndrewGardner, who was set-
tied, III Lunenburg, lIfass., and after
wards at Winchester, N, H, 

COl;' ••TOS~~H WILLARD, 

f W,· h t h "l!.. 'I' ,• 0, mc es er, W ose name 18; ~"'mi lSI' 

'th 1 h' t f "nT' h + 

had a son Joseph, whose sons went from 
here to Washingt{)n and became the 
proprietors of "'Villard's Hotel." 

JOHN NORTON 

came from Farmington,Ct., iiJ:>out tIle 
year 1760, and kept the" Norton Tav
ern." He married Anna Holton sister 
of Joel Holton, by whom he h~d ten 
children, one of whom is stiIlliving :iu 
the parish. ,Another daughter, ":ho 
,married a !:!Tandson of ,Villiam Willard 

o ' ;, " 

Esq" died during the present year but 
a 8h,0,·rtdistance ,fro,m the, SP,o,t where 

i she,was, bOrI,l, at th,e age of 88,'' , m eear y IS ory 0 n mc es,er.was: '. ,. 
a son of Henry, who was the fourth son: Another married, a Camp)Jell, who' 

" S', H' C I J settled in the 1Vest Parish.of M~or , Imon. IS sons, 0., 0-, "..,. , 
S ' h' N "th" 01' " , d .....,.·ld" -A.,nother b,ecame the WIfe of N,sthsnla, Jr~, a- an, Iver an ,,1 er,. " , ' ' , 

. t f .....,. tm' t- d iel Fullerton) Esq., of Cheeter,Prel)iweI'e prOp1'l6 ors 0, H es lUS er un or _ ' " " ' ,,',' , ," - , 
'd t h -dent of Bellows Falls Bank,N , H "u not reSl en ere. , , .b t

" ,}Ir, Norton was aprominentman in 
prudence. a daughter of .Col. J 08Iah, . . ' . ' ': 

marned WIlliam, soP "of Rev.•Joseph,- " " .' 
who wass~D at Rutland.. ' 

Willian. and Prudence, his wife,a.re 
both buried in the old grave-yard at 
Westminster. William died ill 18040, 
at the age oC83, and Prudence died in 
1794, at the age of 67. 

William Willard appears to' have been 
a prominent man in' his nay;, he was 
justice of the peace in 1766, 7 and 8, 
and again in 1772; Assistant justice 
of the Court of Common Pleas, '1768 
and 1772. 

th t h 1'd " ' 't" . the own, e varIOUS POBI IOns m e 
t ffi d' 1~76 d 1 'town 0 ces, an m I was e ega .e 
' 'th h EI'-~ h D, ,,' -t ,'th C' '1WI .ur, Mna ay 0 ,e ounCI 

of Safety for Cumberland Co. He was 
also a melnber of the Legislature iII 
1782. 

SAMUEL CONE 

came· from Haddam, Ct" about ,this pe
riod, and settled where George Weth
erell, who married a grand-daughter of 
l\1r. Cone's, now lives. He built·~ log
house in 1770, the one now standing. 
He had 11 children, 90f whom lived to 
be married, 

21 

http:wife,a.re
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Joshua settled in the northern part of Westminster who were also imprisoned 
the town, lived there for a time and were: Dr. Elkanah Day, l\Iichael 
afterwards sold to Jonathan Lime. Gilson, Benjamin "Whitney, John N or

Samuel was a merchant and had his ton, Dea, John Sessions, Billy -Willard 
store on the upper street. and his brother Joseph, and Bildad 

John married a sister of Rev. Syl- Easton. Tbey, were each tried !lull 
vester Sage and removed to the State of fined from £10 to £40 each, according 
New York. to the ,magnitude of the offence. 

Ezra T., lived on the home place. Medad Wright had 9 sons, seven ot' 
whom lived to be married. He marMEDAD WRIGHT 
ried lor his first wife, Irene, a sister Iff' 

came here in 1761, at the same time Joel Holton, and for'his second, widow 
with his brother Azal'iah and Joel Hol Mary Willard. 
ton, who were all frem Northfield.· 

Asaph, the oldest of the 9 sons ofAarol'l Pettey came at the same time 
Medad Wright, was a physician imd

and camped with them, and so did 
lived in the West Parish.

Judge BUrt, on the spot where Medad 

Rufus lived at the lower end of the
built. 'Whether the two last mentioned 

were from the same place we do' not Upper street, on land now owned by 
know. John Norton, we are told, Harlan :Farr, and died there, ~f eancer. 
camped with them. Hi~ daughter Elihu lived where Joseph Wright 
thiriks he came here at the age of 21, DOW does~ and one of the ~aqghters 
which would make him here in 1760. married J oseph,W right, a, grand-son of 
1\Ir . Wright became acquainted with Capt. Azariah. Another daughter of 
the locality in carrying supplies up the Elihu married another grandson of 
river during the French and Indian Capt. Azariah, and settled in the West· 
war. He and his brother, Mr. Holton Parish. A third married Addison 
and Mr. Norton all located nea.r each Dunham, and -lives in the East Parish. 
other upon the Upper street. ~Ir. Hol- Obed, son of lIedad, lived sometime 
ton's house-lot was No. 10, Azariah on the road towards Ephraim Smith's, 
Wright's No. 11, lUedad's No. 12, and and then went West. 
John Norton's No. 13. Aaron Pettey's Hollis settled on the home' place, 
was No. 17 and Eleazer Harlow's No. wh~re his son, Daniel c." now Hves. 
18. The old house, erected as early as 1770, 

.Medad Wright was constable of was standing on the spot where it was 
West~inster in 1766. His sympathies built, until last year, when it was re
appear to have been with the New moved to the other side of the street to 
York party. ' He was one of the 30 give place to.a ,new dne. This is the 
who were arrested by the authority of only instance in the parish in which the 
th~ State ?f Vermont, in 1779, and home place hasdeseended from father 
lodg~d in jail at Westminster for non- to. son, from theearlyhist?ry. (jt\the 
compliance with the copditions of the town until the .present. time,AnQther 
new Militia law. Among those from remarkable circumstance, of the three 

, "'file Iloed from Josiah Willard to Azariah Igenerations of children born in the,old 
WrIght, of House-lot No, 11, bears date of ApI"i!., hOQse, only one has been a daughter, 
1161. Xli that deed he is represente(l as a resi- d ' h th I t h'ld b . ,
dent of Westminster. an t at e as c lorn.. , 
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CAPT. AZARIAH WRIGHT 

settled close by Medad, where Mr. De 
Wolf now lives. He married a Saf
ford, and had 6 children, all of whom 
settled in town. 

1. Azariah, Jr., the eldest, lived in 
the next house west of Roe Morse. He 
had 9 children, most of whom went to 
Illinois. 

J Ide, Robt. Miller, John Pettey, Atwater 

Phippen, Joseph Phippen, Robert Rand, 
James Richardson, Nathaniel Robin
son, Reuben Robinson, Edmund Ship-
man, Jehiel Webb, and John Wells. 

Capt. Wri~ht led his company at the 
time of the Westminster massacre, and 
had them under strict discipline. He 
went with 12 men on an expedition to 

2. Solomon lived in the house just Quebec during the winter of 1776, no 
west of his brother Azariah. He lived 

to be over 90 years of age, and voted 
71 years. He was fond of history, 
was a great reader, and had a good 
memory. He died with his son, Capt. 
Azariah, at Coventry. He also had 9 
children. 

3. Caleb settled in the West Parish. 
He had 7 children. His son Caleb, 
who died at Newton last year (1869), 
was a man of considerable note as a 
writer and lecturer. 

4. Joseph settled beyond where his 
son Joseph now lives. arid had a son 
and three daughters. 

Capt. Azariah Wright was a man 
of great energy and perseverance, and 
bold even to recklessness. Previous to 
his coming to Vermont he served as a 
soldier in the French and Indian war. 
He was captain of the Westminster 
Militia company as early as 1770, and 
a leading spirit in those times. He has 
been called an Ethan Allen on a smal
ler scale. The members of his com
pany, as given by Hall, are as follows: 
Lieut. Jabez Perry, 1st Sergeant, Sim
eon Burk, 2d Sergeant, Jesse Burk. 
Privates-Jacob Albee, JOhn Albee, 
Samuel Ames, Asa Averill, John Aver
ill, Thomas Averill, Jabez Bates, Silas 
Burk, Atherton Chaffee, Andrew 
Crook, Robert Crook, William Crook. 
David Daley, Jonathan Fuller, Seth 
Goold, William Goold, Francis Holden, 
John Holt, IchabodIde, Israel Ide,Jos. 

further record of which has been pre
served. 

An incident in connection with a case 
of church discipline serves to show the 
character of the man. Uncle 'Riah, 
as they used to call him, had occasion 
to sho;t a bear which he found tres
passing in. his corn-field on the Sabbath, 
for which deed he was to be excommu
nicated from the church. At the close 
of the service, Mr. Bullen, the pastor, 
was about to read the letter of excom
munication, when Uncle 'Riah presented 
his gun. Mr. Bullen then passed the 
letter to Dea. Sessions, who began to 
read, when Uncle 'Riah levelled his 
piece upon the deacon. The deacon 
then returned the letter to the parson 
with the remark that "all things were 
lawful but not expedient." After some 
consultation, the letter was laid aside, 
and the benediction pronounced, and 
the congregation left the house, followed 
by Uncle 'Riah, ",ho locked the door 
and gave a lad a ninepence to take the 
key 'to the sexton. Capt. 'Wright died 
here in 1811, at the age of 74. 

JOEL HOLTON 

came at the same time with the 
Wrights and settled close by them. He 
married Bethia Farwell, by whom he 
had 12 children. 

His son, Joel, lived in Westminster, 
w here Allen Wells now lives, and had sev
eral children, among whom were David 
Parsons Holton, 1\'1. D., New York 
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City, and Miriam, who married Henry 
S. Brown, M. D. 

Zoeth, another SGn, lived on the 
home place, and Bethia, who married 
John White, father of Rev. Pliny H. 
White, late of Coventry, is still living 
in W estmiuster, at the age of 87. 

AARON PETTEY 

built just back of Eleazer Harlow, the 
house-lot which he owned being too low 
for a building spot on the street. He 
died in E-ockingham in 1788, at the age 
of 45, and was buried here. One of 
his daughtcr~, Asenath, married John 
Lovejoy, who settled upon the place 
afterwards owned by Jouathan Lane. 
Margaret, another daughter, married 
a Burton, of 'Walpole, and Aaron, jr., 
died in early life, while engaged in the 
study of medieine. 

BENJAMIN BURT 

was also here at this time, and lived in 
the north part of W c8tminster, just 
beyond Saxton's River bridge, where 
Charles Chase now lives. Some of the 
older inhabitants say they used to go 
there to grist-mill when they were 
young. 

Judge Burt appears to have been 
quite a prominent man in his time. He 
was sought by his fellow citizens to fill 
many positions of trust in his town and 
State. He was elected member of the 
Council of his State in 1779, and was 
a member of the Assembly in 1781, '86, 
'96, '97 and '98. From 1786 to 1802 
he held the position of assistant justice, 
and from 1781 to 1785, was assistant 
judge of the Windham County Court. 

THE DICKINSON J<'AMILY 

have been associated with the history of 
the town for more than a hundred 
years. Theirs, it is said, was the third 
permanent settlement in the tOWTl. 
Dan and Azariah were two of the nine 

that constituted the church at the time 
it was organized in 1767. They came 
from Haddam, Ct., and their father's 
name was Azariah. They settled in 
the south part of the town; Dan where 
Dea. Abiel Goodell afterwards lived, 
on the hill road to Putney, and Azariah 
on the middle road, on what is now a' 
part of the 'Ward farm, nearly opposite 
of where Zachariah Gilson,settled. 

They both have descendants now liv
ing in town. Azariah had two sons, 
Cyrus and Job. Cyrus had two sons, 
Harvey and Alvin. Job had two sons, 
Job and Ephraim, and five daughters, 
one of whom married Heman Good
ri'dge, and another became the wife of 
J azaniah Hunt, and settled in West
minster. 

JOHN MORSE 

came from Sutton, :1\1ass., about the 
year 1768, and settled where the pres
ent meeting-house now stands. He 
wa's a carpenter and farmer, and al,so a 
great trapper and hunter. He after
wards removed to the place where his 
grand-son, John Dorr Morse, lived, and 
has numerous descendants in the place. 
He was the fourth generation from 
Anthony Morse, who came to this 
country in 1637. He was a connection 
of Prof. Morse, inventor of the tele
graph, who was also the fourth gener
ation from Anthony. 

DEA. EPHRAIlI1 RANNEY 

came from Middletown, Ct., about the 
time of the French and Indian war, 
and settled on the Upper street, several 
lots north of Joel Holton. His deed of 
house-lot No.7, where he lived, which 
he bought of Jonathan Thayer, bears 
date of March, 1761. We are told he 
kef>t tavern there. He married Silence 
Wilcox, by whom he had 11 children, 
and he lived to see them all married. 
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He was a man of sterling. Christian 
character, and lea~es behind a godly 
posterity. He is the ancestor of as 
many as five ministers of the gospel and 
lIumerou!> deaeons. Eight of' his chil
dren settled in their native town; two 
sons and a daughter in the West Parish 
who, with their descendants, have been 
among the substantial citizens of the 
place. Of' those who became preach
ers of the gospel, are two grand-child
ren, Seth Shaler Arnold, now living, 
nearly 80 years of age, and Joel Ran
ney Arnold, his brother; three· great
grandsons, Josiah Goodhue, Josel,h 
Ranney, Timothy E. Ranney, and a 
great-great-grandson, Henry A. Good
hue. 

Ephraim Ranney was one of the two 
first deacons of the church in the East 
Parish, and his son, Elijah, was one of 
the first deacons of the church in the 
West Parish, and he was sncceeded by 
his Bon, Elijah, jr.. Ephraim, jr., 
Dea. Ephraim's oldest son, had a daugh
ter who married a deacon, and one of 
their sons fills the office at the present 
time. 

Three sons of Dea. Ephraim settled 
near their father: Joel, where Ambrose 
Arnold's houee now stands j Benjamin, 
where John Leach now lives; and 
Janna on the home place. Esther, a 
daughter, married Seth Arnold, who 
lived on the place near by, now owned 
by Mr. Foster. 

DEA. JOHN SESSIONS 

was here at the time the church was 
organized, 11 June, 1767, and was 
one of its first deacons. He settled 
near Michael Gilson, where Mr. Floyd 
now lives, on No.5 and 6, in the first 
range of 50 acre lots. 

The deacon was sharp and shrewd; 
quick at a retort, and generally had the 
" best end" of a joke. On one occa

sion, in company with several others, 
when the toddy was being passed 
around (it was the custDm in thDse days 
for ministers and deacons to drink) , 
some one espied a :Ily in the toddy, and 
playflllly passed it to the deacon to see 
what he would do. He very gravely 
took out the :Ily, and held it while he 
took his drink, then put back the fly 
and passed it to the next. 

His daughter Anna married David 
Foster, of Putney, who was elected 
deacon of the church in 'Vestminster in 
the spring, and died the following July. 

One of his sons died a dissipated 
man, and one of his grandsons became 
a minister, and a grand-daughter be
came the wife of the late Rev. Dr. 
Thurston, of Fall River. 

Aside from the offiee of deacon, Mr. 
Sessions held the office of chief judge 
of Windham County court, from 1781 
to 1784, and for many years was one 
of the prominent and influential men of 
the town. 

He represented the town in the Gen
eral Assembly in 1787. He was aI8() 
commissioned a deputy in the New York 
Provincial Congress, and Convention of 
the State of New York. in 1776; also 
a Commissioner to administer oaths of 
office, in 1777 and 1778, and judge of 
the Inferior Court of Common Pleas in 
Aug., 1778. 

NEHEMIAH Me NIEL 

was probably here as early as 1767. 
We find record of a deed of this dat¥. 
conveying to him lot No.7 in the sec
ond range of 50 acre lots, where T. W. 
'Viley now lives. He was born in 
Scotland and died here in 1770. He 
had a son, Nehemiah, 'who lived on the 
home place, and a son John. Nehe
miah was constable here in 1800. 

John was brought up hy Dea. Ses
sions, with whom he went to Jive at 8 
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years of age. He settled in Andover in Maj. Silas Burk ~ettled where Joseph 
this State, and had 7 children, one·of Clark now lives. He was one of the 
whoIDsettled in Westminster, on his jury of inquest when French was 
grandfather's place, and is one of the killed. He married 1\1ary Eastman by 
present deacons of the church. whom he had 9 children, one of whom 

JAMES RICHARDSON 

came from Connecticut as early as 1769 
and settled on Rocky hill, where Clark 
Whitney now lives. He had 7 or 8 
children. John, the oldest, married 
Betsey Goodridge, and lived where 
Samuel Spaulding now does, and has 
descendants now living in the place. 

Another son, Derastus, married a 
daughter of Jonathan Lane, and has 
descendants in Westminster. 

THE BURKS. 

Jonathan, and his three sons, Jesse, 
Simeon and Silas, came from Brimfield 
as early as 1771. A deed from "Jona
than Burk, of Westminster," conveying 
to his" beloved son Jesse," house-lot 
No. 22 and meadow-lot No. 39, bears 
the abo~e date. Charles Rice, who 

. died 1\1ar. 1, 1830, aged 72, was a son 
of the widow Rice) who married Capt. 
Jesse Burk. A grandson of :Mr. Rice 
says his grandfather came to West
minster with Capt. Burk when but 3 
years of age, which would give an 
earlier date by 10 years. J onatha,n 
lived here for a time and then went to 
Windsor, where he died. 

Capt. Jesse lived where Ira Smith 
now does. He married a widow Rice, 
by whom he had 5 sons and one 
daughter. He was sheriff of the 
county in 1775. His son, Elijah, lived 
on the home place, and one of his sons 
became an editor in Newport, N. H., 
and has since b~en a member of Con
gress from New Hampshire. 

Simeon married Patty Strong, and 
had 3 sons and 4 daughters. He lived 
on the Albee place, where Mr. Wilcox 
now does. 

is now living at the old homestead at 
the age of 90 and says she is " just in 
her prime." (See appendix.) 

CREAN BRUSH,· 

was born in Dublin, Ireland, about the 
year 1725, and educated to the profes
sion of the law. He came to this 
conntry about 1762, and for some time 
held the office of Secretary of the Pro
vince of New York. He removed from 
New York City to 'Vestminster in the 
latter part of the year 1771, and lived 
in a house that stood a little to the north 
of the meeting-house, which was the 
only one in town that faced the four 
cardinal points of compass. It was 
originally built for Rev. lYfr. Goodell, 
the first minister. Mr. Brush was am
bitious of power and fond of display, 
and was received with great courtesy 
by the people of Westminster until his 
true character came to be known. "But 
as vulgarity of mind became apparent 
and novelty of appearance ceased to 
a.ttract attention, :Mr. Brush found, in 
spite of his boasted attainments as a 
man of large information, and his pre
tensions to gentility, that his only 
friends were a few high-toned and ar
roga.nt loyalists." 

He held various offices under the 
government of New York. In Feb., 
1772, he was appointed by Governor 
Tyron as clerk of Cumberland County, 
and was made surrogate of the county 
in April of the same year, and was also 
appointed commissioner to administer 
oaths of civil office. He was a repre
sentative to the General Assembly of 

.. For an extended sketch of Crea.n Brush, see 
Han's Ea.stern Verlnont, 603-633. 
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New York in 1773-4-5. He had 
large influence in the house, and s.pared 
no pains to turn it to his own advan
tage. Mr. Brush owned large tracts 
of land in Westminster and other POI'

his wife occupied his place. in the cell. 
Mrs. Brush had lett a horse tied at a 
certain spot, and furnished her husband 
with the means of escape. 

He immediately set out for New 
tions of the, New Hampshire grant~, York, which place he reached on the 
which after the uprising in the colonies 16th of the same month, after an 
in 1775, were confiscated to the State of imprisonment of more than nineteen 
Vermont and sold, and the proceeds 
went into the public treasury. 

During the summer of this year he 
was probably in New York, and in the 
fall went to Boston, then occupied by 
the British, and offered his services to 
Giln. Gage. 

The General, having determined to 
winter his army in Boston, found it 
necessary to vacate some of the resi
dences of the inhabitants, and this 
business was entrusted to Crean Brush, 
who was commissioned to receive and 
protect8uch property as should be en
trusted. to his care. Having seized 
many goods that were not contraband, 
which were stowed away in vessels in 
the harbor, he endeavored to set sail to 
Halifax, but was taken when a few 
days out, by Commodore Manly, and 
Brush and others were made prisoners. 
He was examined and committed to the 
jail in Boston,. on charge of having 
plundered the city, and carried away 
under protection of the British fleet, 
large quantities of goods, wares and 
merchandise, the rightful property of 
the citizens of Boston. He was hand
cuffed, and denied the use of pen, ink, 
paper and candles, and forbidden to 
converse with any person unless in the 
presence of the jailer. 

During his imprisonment ]\.!rs. Brush 
was allowed to visit him, and on Wed
nesday, the 5th of November, 1778, he 
mll.de h,is escape in her clothes j and not 
until the next morning was it discovered 
that the noted prisoner was gone, and 

months. 
He then directed his efforts for the 

recovery of his 'property, and to ob
tain redress for the injuries he had re
ceived, and compensation for the losses 
he had sustained on behalf of the 
King. Not being successful iu this, 
and stung with a feeling of remorse, on 
a cold morning in the following spring, 
he determined to put an end to a miser
able life, and with a pistol in his hand, 
he blew out his brains. 

]\'lr. Brush owned, as it is supposed, 
about 25,000 acres of land in the State 
of New York, and nearly the same 
amount on the New Hampshire grants, 
only a small part of which ever came 
into the hands of his heirs. 

Mr. Brush'il widow afterwards be
came the wife of Patrick Wall, who 
was an Irishman by birth, and at the 
time of the revolution, was a tailor in 
Boston. After a residence of some 
time in the city of New York they ~e
moved to Westminster, to the house 
formerly occupied by Crean Brush. 
After her death Mr. Wall married 
Elizabeth Erwin, of Westminster, on 
the 7th of Jan" 1812. 

Mrs. )Vall, previous to her marriage 
with Mr. Brush, had by a formerhus
band a daughter Frances, who married 
a Capt. Buchanan, and was a widowa.t 
the time she came with her mother to 
Westminster, with Mr. Wall. Mrs. 
Buchanan is spoken of as a " dashing 
woman," with an "imperious bearing," 
which attracted the attention of the 

• 
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quiet people of Westminster. She is Nurman, of Ireland, by whom she had 
said to have been a "fascinatiag 4 children. By the will of her father 
woman; endowed with an ease of man"' she became heir to a third part ·of his 
ner which she had acquired from inter- estate, and having purchased of. the 
course with polite society, and pos- other heirs their thirds, she became 
sessed of a refined taste and many heir to the whole property. She, with 
accomplishments." her husband, came to America about 

During one of his frequent visits to the year 1795, to recover the property 
WestmiI\ster, Gen. Ethan Allen, who 
was at that time a widower, formed an 
acquaintance with ]}lrs. Buchanan, 
which afterwards "ripened into a 
warm, but singularly intermittent friend
ship." 

John Norton keeper of the tavern , , 
playfully remarked to her one day, with 

reference to the prospective alliance, 
" Fanny, if you marry General Allen, 
you VI'ill be the queen of the JIew State." 
" Yes," she replied, "if I should mar
ry the devil, I should be the queen of 
hell." 

The aversion, however, with which 
she at times held the character of the 
man" whom all feared and few loved," 
appears to have given place to the ad
miration of his nobler traits, and she 
consented to become his wife. The 
novel wedding, which is admirably 
described by Mr. Hall, took place at 
the residence of Gen. Stephen R. Brad
ley, of Westminf!ter. 

"Thus did the step-daughter of 
Crean Brush become the wife of the 
man tor whose apprehension Governor 
Tyron, at the imtigation of Brush, had 
on the 9th of ~Iarch, 1774, offered a 
reward of £100." 

After,the death of General Allen, in 
1789, his widow married Dr. Jabez 
Penniman, of Burlington. 

Crean Brush had by his first wife, 
who died before he came to this coun'
try, a daughter, . Elizabeth Martha, 
whom he left in the care of his rela
tives in Ireland. She married Thomas 

to which she had become entitled, and 
had their residence in Westminster un
til 1814, when they removed to Cald
well, at the south end of Lake George. 

Mrs. Norman is said to have been a 
"lady of fine manners, dignified de

portment, and was, in every respect, ant, 
ornament to her sex. 

WILUA:rt! PATERSON 

IS said to have been of Irish-Scotch 
descent, and supposed to have been 
born in Ireland. He came to West
minster soon after his friend Crean Brush 
in 1772 or 1773, and received the ap
pointment of the shrievalty of Cum
berland county. He was active ,as 
high sheriff in the \Vestminster massa
cre, and was one of those imprisoned in 
the court-house at this place, and was 
afterwards removed with others to 
Northampton jail, where he remained 
until the 22d of November following. 
Farther than this we have no knowl
edge of his life; his history is shrouded 
in obscurity. 

THE l'HIPPENS. 

Jonathan Atwater, Samuel and Jo
seph, were here about this time, and 
were aU members of the militia com
pany, under Capt. Azariah Wright, in 
1775. 

Samuel was here in 1772, as appears 
from a deed from him to Ephraim Ran
ney of two lots in. the first division of 
meadow. 

Samuel, jun., hadhouse-lot No. 29, 
in 1772, and' was a qualified voter in 
1781. 

• 
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Samuel and Joseph wcre members 
the Baptist society at the time of its 
organization in 1784. 

Jonathan .Atwater appears to have 
been the only.one who made a pe;ma
nent settlement bere, or at least who 
has left descendants here. He married 
Mary A verill, daughter of Asa, by 
whom he had 7 children. He settled 

upon "Phippen Hill," not far from 
James Richardson. 

His son, David, took the home place. 

His first child was. born' in Alstead, 
N. H., in 1772, and the next in West
minster, in 1774, at which place 5 were 
born to him afterwards. 

THE ROBI:>!SONS 

were also here at this period, and were 
prominent and influential citizens at 
that time. They came from Attleboro, 

Mass. 
Nathaniel was a deacon of the Bap

tist church, and the meetings were 
He married Hannah Sargent, whose. sometimes held at his house. He held 
mother was a Washburn, and whose Ivarious offices in the town, as justice 
connections of that name have been. of the peace, selectman, and town elerk, 
distinguished in Massachusetts and Iand at one time received a vote of 
Vermont. Ithanks from the town for his valu-

JOSHUA STODDARD • able services. He was a member of 

was here in 1772, and lived where the State Legislature from 1778 to 1780. 
Porter Rice now does. He married He settled on the" Eaton place," mid
Sarah Humphrey, by whom he had 1 0 wa~ bet~een the two parishes, and was 
children, most of whom settled else- bUrled III an old graveyard near his 
where.. house. He died in 1815, in his 92d ~ 

Daniel, son of Joshua Stoddard ye!tr. 
went to Sutton, Vt., and then to Ohio: . His sons were Reuben, Nathan, Eze
He had 20 children all living at one kIel, Noah and Titus. He also had 
time. several daughters. 

John settled here. He lived and . Reuben was a soldier in the Revolu
died where ]\:Ir. Farwell now lives t1On. He married Abigail Burk, in 

Amasa lived awhile on the ~ome 1779.' and settled in the West Parish, 
place. 

Ezra married a daughter of Dea. 
Abiel Goodell, and went to Billymead 

now Sutton. He was killed. by the fal~ 
ling, of a tree, and his son Ezra was 
killed in the same manner, 10 years 

after, on the same month, and about 
the same time of the month.' Ezra had 
7 children, one of whom is judge of 
probate, and another is deacon of the 
churchin Westminster. 

BILDAD EASTON, 

noted for'hIs Tory proclivities and the 
active part he took at the time of the 
Revolutionary proceedings in .'Vest
minster, . came here about this' period. 

where Reuben Miller now lives'. 

Nathau settled on the Tully Claril:. 
place, and afterw'ards removed to 

Stowe, .vt
. 

Ezekiel also went to ,Stowe, and he 
and . Nathan were members of the 

Legtslature. 
Noah"" also went to Stowe, and one 

of ,h~s sons was a physician. 
TItus, a carpenter by trade, went to 

New Orleans and died there. 
'* Noah Robinson was born in Westminster, 

March, 1802; in early lite settled in Stowe with 
two or more brothers. About the Bame time 
others of the Robinson family moved to North
field. They were among ,the most substantial 
citizens..At Stowe, Noah f!l.l'IDe(l and held al. 
most every town office. About 18M, he~emoved 
to Waterbury Centre. Here also he held many 

29 
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THE LOVEJOYS 

were also here at this time. 
Benjamin died in 1776, aged 58, and 

is buried here. Also Abijah, who died 
the same year, aged 36. The follow
ing lines we take from his gravestone: 

" Life is uncertain, death 
is suer; sin the wound, 
and Christ the cuer," 

He was a delegate from Westminster 
to the convention held here 7th Feb., 
1775. 

PETER LOVEJOY 

died here 1793, at the age of 38, and 
may have been a son of Benjamin or 
Abijah. We suppose him to have been 
the :Major Peter Lovejoy, whose widow 
married Asa A yerill. 

He had three sons; John, Samuel 
and Joseph, and some daughters. 

John was the first who settled in the 
Lane district, which was then a wilder
ness. He was a cooper and farmer. 
He . married Asenath, a daughter of 
Aaron Petty. This district, which in 
1800 was thickly settled and contained 
many of the more prominent families 
in town, and had some 70 to 80 schol
ars to send to school, now has but one 
land owner within its limits, not a' child 
for the district !>chool, and pl'Obably 
never will have again. 

Samuel, a carpenter and joiner by 
trade, built on the street and lived 
where D. A. Hills now does. He was 
postmaster for some time and superiu
tendent of the Sunday-school. 

Joseph died while young. 
Hannah married a Hunt, of Putney, 

and Bet~ey married a Wyman, of the 
West Parish. 

town offices; was a successful town agent for 
years, He married, first, Calista Russell, and 
second, a sister of Col. Fred E. Smith, of Mont· 
pelier. He left two sons and a daughter. Thc 
painful circumstances of hiB deatb, the news· 
papers of the time chronieled. He died in 1883; 
was buried in Stowe.-uArgus and Patriot." 

NATHAN FISK, ESQ.; 

was a prominent man in theplace j he 
appears to have been here in 1777, from 
the ,death of three children buried here 
during that year. He was jail-keeper 
in 1779, at the time Judge· Chandler 
was buried. He was justice of 'the, 
peace for several years, and died in 
1788, aged 65. 

DR. ELKANAH DAY. 

Dr. Day was a resident of West
minster in 1775, and was a prominent 
and influential man. His residence 
was the place formerly occupied by 
CreaR Bru<i!h. Not only in town but 
throughout the eouutry he was known 
and respected as a physician. He was 
a member of a COmnllttee of the County 
Congress which convened at Westmin
ster previous to the session of 6 June, 
1775, and was a delegate from vrest
minster to the committee or-safety held 
at the same place in June, 1716; ~nd 
was chosen clerk. In 1780, we nnd 
"Maj. Elkanah Day," one of a com
mittee to take into consideration the 
feasibility of a new government formed 
by a uuion of the eastern portion of 
Vermont and the western portion of 
New Hampshire. 

He was one of the" Yorkers," ar
rested for non-compliance with the 
terms of the new militia law in 1779, 
and was fined £40. He subsequently 
appears, however, as an earnestsup
porter of the new government. He 
was chosen with John Sessions to '\ 
represent the town in the New York 
Assembly, in 1779, and was senator in 
1781. 

He received the appointment of 
Major of the southern regiment of the 
State 1778, and in 1782 was adjutant 
under Gen. Ethan Allen, in maintain
ing the civil authority of the State. He 
was high sheriff of Windham county 
from 1782 to 1787. . 

4 
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STEPHEN ROW BRADLEY 

was a descendant of William Bradley,· 
who came to this country with several 
brothers in 1637, and a son of Moses 
and Mary Row Bradley, of Cheshire 
(then Wallingford), Ct. He was born 
20 Feb., 1754. He graduated at Yale 
with the degree of A. B., in 177tl, and 
received from his alma mater the de
gree of A. M., 1778. 

While in college he prepared an al
manac for 1775, of which an edition 
of 2000 copies were published Nov., 
1714. In January after his gradua
tion he entered the army as captain of 
the Cheshire Volunteers. In Decem
ber of the same year, with the rank of 
adjutant, he received the appointment 
of vendue master and quarter-master. 

He afterwards received the appoint
ment of aide-de-camp to Gen. David 
Wooster. In 1778, he was employed 
as commissary, and during the sum
mer of 1779 served as major, at New 
Haven. He studied law with Tapping 
Reeve, the founder of the Litchfield 
law school. 

His first appearance in the State of 
Vermont is at the adjourned session of 
the Superior Court at Westminster, 26 
May, 1779, and in 1780, he represents 
the town of Westminster in the General 

. Assembly. 
At the session of the court above 

named, he was commissioned attorney 
at law, and received license to plead at 
the bar within the State. He soon took 
a high position, and his learning and 
talents were the admiration of all. He 
at once became prominent as a political 
leader, and had a large influence in lay
ing the foundations of the new State. 
He was appointed to present to Con

* The first settler of New Haven, Ct., one ot 
whose brothers was ILn officer in Cromwell's 
Ironsides. 

gress, at its session in Feb., 1780, the 
views and feelings of Verm'ont with 
reference to the claims of Massachu
setts Bay, New Hampshire and New 
York. 

The result of his efforts is contained 
in a pamphlet, entitled, "Vermont's 
Appeal to the candid and impartial 
world, containing a fair stating of the 
claims of Massachusetts Bay, New 
Hampshire and New YOlk." 

This was read before the Council of 
Vermont, at Arlington, 10 Dec., 1779, 
and approved and ordered to be pub
lished. It is a masterly presentation of 
the claims of Vermont to independence, 
and among the various pamphlets writ
ten at this period upon this controversy 
with ~ew York, "Vermont's Appeal" 
stands pre-eminent. * 

In Aug., 1781, Mr. Bradley was 
commissioned lieutenant of the 1st 
Regiment of Vermont militia, and in 
October folIo" ing was promoted to the 
office of colonel. This office he re
signed in March, 1787, and in Jan., 
1791, he received the appointment of 
brigadier-general of the eighth brigade 
of the Vermont militia. 

The fallowing are among the various 
offices which he held: He was State's 
attorney for Cumberland county from 
1781-1785 j select man in Westminster 
in 1782; held the office of town clerk 
from 1787-1788 j from Dec., 1781 to 
March, 1791, register of probate for 
Windham county. On the 21 Feb., 
1783, he was appointed a judge of the 
court of the county, and from Oct., 
1788, to Oct.. 1789, side-judge of the 
Supreme court of Vermont. He repre
sented 'Vestminster in the General 
Assembly of the State, in 1780, 1781, 

* He WILS unable, however, to obtain a per
sonlLl hearing for Vermont, in Congress, at 
that time, and presenting a remonstrance, re
turned toVermont.-Hall's "Eastern Vennont." 

.' 
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1784,1785, 1788, 1790 and 1800, and 
in 1785' was elected speaker of the 
house. He watS a member of the State 
Constitutional convention iN 1791, and 
eleded to the Council in 1798, and ih 

In politics Mr. Bradley was a Rcpub
lican of the school of Jefferson. He is 
spoken of by Mr. Graham, in his 
"Descriptive Sketch" of Vermont, as 
"a lawyer of distinguished abilities 

1789, he was appointed Commissioner and a good orator." "Few men," he 
to establish the boundary line between 
New York and Vermont. 

On the 12 1\;1ay, 1793, he was ad
mitted to practice in the Circuit court of 
the United States. He received the 
honorary titles of M. A. and LL. D. 
from Dartmouth and 1\Iiddlebury col-

says, "have more companionable tal
ents, 'a greater share of social cheerful
ness, a more inexhaustiblll flow of wit, 
or a larger flow of unaffected urbanity." 
The Hon. S. G. Goodrich, known to all 
ail "Peter Parley," who married a 
daughter af Mr. Bradley, says of him, 

leges, and was appointed a fellow of "He was distinguished for political 
the latter in 1800, which position he 
held till the time of his death. On the 
17 Oct., 1791, Mr. Bradley, with 
Moses Robinson, were elected as the 
fir5t senators from Vermont to the Con
gress of the United States; Mr. Brad
ley for the term of four years and Mr. 
Robinson for six.* 

He was again elected for a term of 6 

sagacity, a ready wit, boundless stores 
of anecdote, a large acquaintance with 
mankind, and an extensive range of his
torical knowledge." 

We cannot better conclude this sketch 
than by giving an extract from his dis
tinguished pamphlet, entitled "Ver
mont's Appeal:" 

"The State ot Vermont, we have 
years from 4 1\;lar., 1801, and during now clearly shown, has a natural right 
the greater part of the next two years to independence; honor, justice andhu
he was president pro tempore of the 
. '. . ' . 

Senate. t At the eXpIratIOn of thIS 
term, he again entered upon another 
term of 6 years from 1\1ar.4, 1807, 
and in 1808 was aGain president pro 

manity forbid us. tamely. to surrender 
that freedom whICh our mnocent pos
terity have a riO"ht to demand and re
ceive from thoi~ ancestors. Full well 
may they hereafter rise up in judgment 
against us, if, like profane Esau, we 

tem ore of the Se:ate. + On retiring mortgage away. their birth-righ~s, .and 
p ... + leave them at the expence of theIr bves 

from pubbc hfe 1\;11'. Bradley resumed to obtain freedom." 
his residence at Westminsttr, where he 
remained until the year 1818, wheri he 
removed to Walpole, N. H., where he 
died 9 Dec., 1830. 

• Mr. Robinson t{)ok his seat in the United 
States Senate, Oct. 31, and MI'. Bradley. Nov, 7, 
1791. On drawing lots to determine to which 
01" the classes, for 2 years, for 4 years, or 6 
years, the two new senators from Vermont 
should belong, Bradley drew a term for 4 years 
and Robinson for six.-C. K. WILLIAMS. 

t In the absence of Aaron Burr, vice·prem. 
dent. 

t In the place of George Clinton. vice·presi. 
dent, an old adversary in the ~ewYork con. 
troversy, who had been wont to denounce him 
aSa Rioter. 

Appealing to the inhabitants of the 
United States of America, he says: 

")Ve have now existed as a free and in
dependent Statealmostfour years; ha"l'"e 
fought Britains, Canadians, Hessians, 
'Yaldeckers, Dutchmen, Indians, To
ries, and all, and have waded in blood 
to maintain and support our indepen
dence. We beg leave to appeal to your 
own memories, with what resolution 
we have fought by your sides, and what 
wounds we have received fighting in the 
grand American cause; aHd let your 
own recollection tell what Vermont has 
done and suffered in the cause of civil 
liberty and the rights of mankind, and 

". 
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must we now tamely give up all worth 
fighting for? No, sirs; whilc we wear 
the names of Americans we never will 
surrender those glorious privileg~s for 
which so many have fought, bled and 
died; we appeal to your own feelings, 
as men of like sufferings, whether yon 
would submit your freedom. and inde
pendence to the arbitrament of any 
court or referees under heaven? Ifyou 
would, after wasting so much blood and 
treasure, you are unworthy the name 
of Americans; if you would not, con
demn not others in what you allow 
yourselves. ,,* 

WILLIAl\I C. BRADLEY, 
son of Stephen Rowand Merab At-
water Bradley, was born at Westmin-

Nothing daunted at the disappoint
ment he had met, and the cold treat
ment which he received at his father's 
band, he resolved to become the learned 
man which the college had refused to 
make him. He entered upon the study 
of law at Amherst, Mass., with Judge 
Simeon Strong; and after the appoint
ment of Mr. Strong to the office of 
Judge of the Supreme court, he re
turned to his father's office, where, by 
his distinguished talent and zealous ap
plication, he acquired a large renown. 
At the age of 17, he was appointed to 
deliver a Fourth ot July oration at 
Westminster, which was followed by 

ster, 23 Mar., 1782. :an ode which he had composed. The 
He was a precocious child; he began Isuccess of this effort contained some 

to write poetry at SL;;: years of age; 
published his first prose work at twelve; 

the title page runs thus: 

" THE RIGHTS OF YOLTH, 


Composed, revised, und submitted to 


The cundid Reader; 


BY 

WILLIA..'I C. BRADLEY, ESQ., 


Author of the Poem on Allen's and TiehnOl's 

Duel. 


Westminster: 

Printed by John Goold, jun. 


M.DCC.XCIV." 

At nine he had read the Bible through 
seven times j was fitted for college at 
eleven, and entered Yale at thirteen. 
He was expelled from college during 
the early part of his course, on account 
of some mischief w hieh he always said 
he never perpetrated, although he 
frankly confessed he "had done unde
tected mischief enough to deserve 
censure." 

* [Since the above was in plint, we have reo 
ceived from lKr.Fairbunks the additional items 
for the Stephen R. Bradley biography: "He 
was in Bennington early in 1788;. his rank of 
Adjutunt, Vendue-Master and Quartel'·1\Iaster 
was conferred 17 December, 1776. He was 
States Attorney for Cumberland County, ITO.ll 

16 Junf', 178()..1785."] 

premonition of the future greatness of 
the man. 

He was admitted to the bar at the 
age of 20, and having been refused per
mission to practice in the Suprcme 
court on account of his youth, so great 
was the respect he had won for his 
talents, that he was appointed by the 
Legislature attorney for 'Vindham 
county, which secured him access to 
the Supreme court. This office he held 
for 7 years. 

At 2,1, he represented his native town 
in the State Legislature (1806 and 
1807); at 30, was a member of the 
Council, and at 32 was a representative 
to Congress. 

After the expiration of the term for 
which he was elected, at the close of 
the war of 1812, he was appointed 
agent of the United States, under the 
treaty of Ghent, for fixing the North
eastern Boundary. This work lasted 
5 years, and was regarded by him as 
the great service of his life. He was 
afterwards elected to Congress for two 
terms (1823-27), which services sub
stantially closed his public career. He 



34 VERMONT HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 594 

was, however, a member of the State 
legislature in 1850, and presidential 
elector in 1856, casting the vote of his 
State for John C. Fremont, and.was a 
member of the State Constitutional Cou
vention the following year. 

Mr. Bradley, duril1g most of his ca
reel', was a Democrat in polities. He 

"William C. had extraordinary talents ; 
but his son, J onathau Bl'adley, had 
more than talent,-even that indispen
sable something termed genius."· 

Mr. Bra.dley was as much at home 
in theology as in law,-in fact, theo
logical literature was his favorite study. 

He was versed in Hopkins and Ed
entered upon hib political career during wards, as well as familiar with the 
that brilliant era of Webster, Clay and German writers of the liberal school. 
Calhoun, the like of which we have not "Theology," he said, "i~ the noblest 
seen since, and probably never shall profession, law is second to it." He 
again. In the bright eon:;tellation of had an extensive acquaintance with the 
that political firmament, he shone a con- . Sacred Scriptur!?s, which he was in 
spieuous star. He ",'as a man of large I the habit of studying in the original 
talent and great learning. He possessed languages. He often wrote out exegeses 
a wonderful memory, aeeompanipd with of difficult passages, giv.iug his own 
rare conversational powers. His cay views as to their interpretation. He 
pacious mind seem()d an inexhaustible also wrot~ cut his religious views, 
reservoir of learning, wit and wisdom, which are preserved among his manu
which poured forth in a full torrent from scripts, in a neat and legible hand. 
his powerful, yet melodious voice, that Few men are as happy in their do
would hold the delighted hearers en- mestic life as was Mr. Bradley. His 
tranced for hours. grand-daughter, in speaking of this 

The Rev. Pliny H. White says of phase of his life, say" : 
him: "It is not too much to say, all 
things considered. that he was the 
greatest man Vermont has yet produced. 
"Williams may have equalled him as a 
lawyer, Collanwr as a reasoner, Phelps 
as an orator, and Marsh may be his 
peer in multifarious learning, but 
neither of them, nor any other Ver
monter, living or dead, who has come 
to my knowledge, has been at once 
lawyer, logician, orator and scholar to 
so eminent a degree. He inherited all 
his father's strength of mind, and added 
to it the most liberal culture which 

""When amere school boy he plighted 
his troth for the first and last time; 
and that love grew with his growth, 
and strength, till at eighty-four years 
of age, the tenderness and devotion 
of this happy couple was like the 
blossom of the olive, rare and beauti
ful. The ol)ject of this life-long love, 
was Sarah Richards, daughter of Hon. 
Mark Richards, of 1Vestminster, and 
she was wholly worthy of his love, in 
person and in character. She was petite 
and graceful, with a beautiful blue eye, 
dark hair, a gentle voice and a quick, 

books and the best society could offer." light step. She was one of the old 
Speakiug of the Bradley family, Mr. school of gentlewomen; had met1Vash

"Vhite says: " Talent and scholarship ington in her father's house at Boston, 
have descended in a remarkable man
ner from generation to generation; and 
not only this, but have continually. ~p-
pro~ched nearer and nearer to pOSItIve 
gemus. 

and mingled with the refined and cour
teous of that age. Her love and ad

* [See biograplly and portrait of Jonatllan 
Dorr Brudley, in tIle History of Brattleboro, 
tllts \'olume.-ED.] 
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miration for her husband was deep and 
sincere, and she was unconscious of the 
great influence which she exerted over 
him. He never failed to consult her 
on all important changes, and always 
paid great deterence to her opinions." 

Mr,Wcbster said of bim, that be bad 
one of the greatest minds in the country, 

As a specimen of Mr. Bradley's ora
torical composition, we give the closing 
passage of his eulogy upon nir. Web
ster: 

"There may be those, who, looking 
to former opposition, may think that, 
notwithstanding our friendly relations 
in private, I have already said too 
mueh. To such I answer, that, old as 
I am, when my heart becon:es too con
trac.ted to swell at the manifestations of 
talent, worth and greatness, may it cease 
to beat! "\Vere I, being ina state 9f 
safety, to look upon the lion roaming 
in his native haunts, and to behold his 
firm and regal tread, the majesty of his 
counteuance, his large, calm eye filled 
with the expression of conscious pow
er, how eould I withhold my admira
tion ? If he was afterwards seen by 
me breaking out of bounds, and scat
tering desolation and misery abroad, 
should I be inconsistent in deelaring my 
abhorence? But when the shaft of the 
Mighty Hunter had laid him low, dead, 
prostrate before me, and I looked upon 
his great and noble proportions, and 
the symmetry of his make, I must feel 
that he was indeed ereated monarch of 
the forest. So has it never been per
mitted me to eease admiring and bear
ing witness to the great things of Daniel 
Webster, and if it can soothe his mighty 
spirit to have a political adversary twine 
the cypress round his tomb, I . freely 
offer myself to bear his memory a trib
ute which I trust will be also in unison 
with the feelings of the whole House." 

A BALI,AD OF JUDG1IIEN'T AND MEROY. 

(WRITTEN BY ~IR, BRADLEY IN ADVANCED LIFE,) 

"As at midnight I was reading by my lamp's 
fitful gleam, 

I fell into a slumber, and behold I dreamed a 
dream; 

This outer world had undergone a great and 
sudden change, 

And everything around me seemed wondrous 
new and strange. 

No sunlight, no moonlight, no starlight glit. 
tered there: 

A mild and steady twilight seemed to per. 
meate the air; 

And there sat the blessed Jesus. No golden 
tlu'one had he, 

Rut wa. clad in simple majesty, as erst in 
Galilee. 

Behind him .Justice, "{crcy, Truth, safc guidcs 
in earthly things; 

Their functions now absorbed in him, all stood 
with folded wings; 

And the recording angel, with deeply sorrow· 
ing look, 

Took in his hands and opened the all·contain. 
ingBook. 

There came a distant IDUl'IllUr, as of waves 
upon the shore, 

While throngs on throngs unnumbered into 
the Presence pour; 

By their instincts segrcgated here, rrtgh the 
close of Time, 

Rush the bad of every nation, of every age 
and clime. 

They stO]) astonished, all abashed; and with 
atientive ear, 

Thongh the angel's Ups were mOving, no ac· 
cents could I hear; 

Yet of that startled multitude, to each like 

lightning came, 
His life's continued story, its mingled guilt and 

shame, 

From all the records there diselosecl, oh! who 
could lift the veil; 

Or of tIle v!tl'ied sl1ll.des of wrong unfold tbe 
dreadful tale 

Of Idngly pride, plebeian spite. of Yiolated 
trust, 

Ofmastel'ing force, of hidden sin, hate, cruelty 
and lust! 

Eaeh has due allotment, ana with agony ot 

heart, 
The vast assemblage Yanished at the thrilling 

word, "Depart! " 

Tllere was no driving angel, and no extrane· 
ous force; 

For conscience was accuser, and tbe punisher 
remorse. 
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When this I saw transacted, upon my face 
fell ! 

The anguish of that moment, no human tongue 
can tell. 

With throat convulsed, and choking, I gasped, 
and strove to cry, 

" Have mercy, Lord ~ Oh, mercy have! a sin. 
ner lost a:m I." 

To look upon that face again, how was it I 
should dare? 

And yet I wildly ventured, with the 'Courage 
of despair; 

When that pitying eye fell on me, beaming 
mercy from above, 

And I saw that smile ineffable of never·dying 
love. 

By so sudden a transition, all stupefted I 

gazed, 

When il1 my members trembling, rose bewil· 
dered and amazed; 

But kindliest words of eomfort the blessed 
Master spoke, 

Which wrapped my soul in ecstacy; and aob· 
bing I awoke." 

Mr: Bradley has written much poetry 
that has never been published. His 
office is the repository of a large col
lection of manuscripts and documents, 
left not only by himself, but by his 
father. General Bradley, and by his 
father-in-law, the Hon. :Mark Richards. 

From these abundant materials an 
extensive biography of the Bradleys is 
in contemplation, and will constitute a 
valuable contribution to the history 
Vermont, as well as to American liter
ature. 

THE BRADLEY FAMILY 

GENEALOGY. 


GEN. STEPHEN R. BRADLEY 

married (1) MerabAtwater; (2) Thank
ful Taylor; (3) Belinda Willard. He 
had 3 sons and 4. daughters. 

'Yilliam Czar (by 1st wife), born 23 
}\:[ar., 1782. 

Stella C. (by 2tl wife). She married 
Jonah Bellows,. of 'Walpole, N. H. 

Stephen Row, drowned in Deerfield 
river, while at Deerfield Academy. 

Adaline G.,.married S. G. Good~ 

rich (Peter Parley). No descendants 
of the last three living. 

By his second wife he had: 

Louisa, died in infancy. 

Mary Row, married Henry S. Tudor, 


Hartford, Conn. 
'VILLIAM CZAR BRADLEY, son of 

Stephen Rowand Merab (Atwater) 
born 23 Mar., 1782; died, 

1867; 

3. 

aged, 85. He was born and 
died at the Bradley mansion in West

He married Sarah, daughter 
Mark Richards. She died 7 Aug., 

1864, aged 83 years; font' children: 
1. Jonathan Dorr. 2. Mary Row. 
Merab Ann. 4. Stephen Row. ~1ary 

Rowand Stephen Row died in child
hood. 

1. JONATHAN DORR, married Susan 
M. Crossman, of Peacham. Children: 
'William Ozar (A. B., Harvard Col.); 
Richard, Stephen Row, Arthur C. (A. 
B., Amherst Col.). 

2. Merab Ann, married Hon. Daniel 
Kellogg, of Brattleboro. Children: 
Sarah Bradley (married Henry A. Wil
lard, Washington, D. C.), Daniel jr., 
(married Margaret 1-V. :May). 

)IARK RICHARDS 

was a resident of 'Vestminster for 
nearly 50 years, and occupied a prom
inent and influential position in the 
town and in the State. He was born 
in \Vaterbury, Conn., 15 July, 1760. 
His mother was sister to the Rev. Dr. 
Hopkins, the rlistingu.ishetl theologian 
and divine. He enlisted in the Conti
nental army at the age of 16, and .was 

among those whose courage and suffer
ings in the northern eampaigns have 
given enduring fame to Stony Point, 
Monmouth, Red Bank and Valley 
Forge. At the close of the war, he 
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settled in Boston, and engaged in 
mechanical and mercantile pursuits. 
Having accumulated a moderate prop
erty, he removed to Westminster, in 
1796, and engaged in the mercantile 
business with Eleazer May. 

So correct was his manner of doing 
business, and so popular was he with 
his fellow-citizens, that he was soon 
sought by them to fill offices of trust 
and confidence. In 1801, he was elected 
by a large majority to represent 
them in the Legislature, which se
cured for him eyer after a position of 
influence in the State. He was re
elected to this office in the years 1802, 
'04, '05. 

In 1806, he was a member of the 
Council of Censors, and was appointed 
sheriff of "Windham county the same 
year, which office he held until 1810. 
He was a member of the State Council 
in 1813 and 18i5 j was once presiden
tial elector, and in 1817 he became a 
member of Congress, which position he 
held until 1820. He again represented 
his town in the Legislature in 1824, '26, 
and '28, and' in 1829 and 30, he. was 
associated with his old friend and col
league in Congress, Gov. Crafts, as 
lieutenant..governor of Vermont. He 
was in the Legislature again in 1832 
and '34. 

In person and character, he is thus 
described by his eon-in-Iaw, Hon. Wm. 
C. 	Bradley: 

" Mr. Richard" was lean and tall in 
his figure, of pleasant, bllt somewhat 
formal manners, and in spite of a lame
ness with which he had been afflicted 
for the last thirty years of his life, was 
a remarkably active man. 

" The traits of his character were dis
tinctly marked. His'liberality, thollgh 
great for his means, was discriminating 
and well timed j his indllstry and per
severance whenpver the occasion seemed 

'to demand it, were untiring; his love of 

order was so precise, and descended 1.0 
snch minuteness of detail, that it ap
peared almost incompatible with much 
expansion of thought, or ready dis
patch of affairs, and yet tew men can 
be named who united more knowledge 
of human nature, more sagacity and 
promptness in business, than he uni
formly displayed." 

He married the widow Dorr; their 
daughter Sarah was the wife of Hon. 
Wm. C. Bradley. Mr. Richards died 
in Westminster 10 Aug., 1844, aged 84. 

SETH ARNOLD 

came to Westminster about the year 
1782. He was a son' of Seth and 
Abigail (Shalpr) Arnold, and born 
in Haddam, Ct.,.3 Sep't., 1747. His 
parents both died when he was about 
three months old, leaving him and an 
older brother, Ambrose, as the only 
offspring. 

Seth was 3 years in the Revolution
ary war; was engaged in the battle of 
White Plains, N. Y. j 'Was twice taken 
prisoner j was 9 months in a crowded 
prison ship in New York harbor, and 
when it was burned came near losing 
his life. 

He had accumulated a thousand dol
lars before the war, which he lost 
owing to the depreciation of currency, 
having only enough left to carry him 
through a period of sickness. In this 
condition, he came to We~tminster, with 
only an old pistareen in his pocket, 
worth about a shilling at that time. He 
worked for John Norton six months 
during that summer, at five dollars a 
month. 

In the course of a year or two, he 
entered upon the business for which he 
was prepared, as shoe-maker, tanner 
and farmer. On the 8 Oct., 1786, he 
was married to Esther Ranney, daugh
ter of Dea. Ephraim Ranney. As the 
fruits of this union, they had children: 
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Seth Shaler, Ambr05e Tyler, Esther, 
Joel, Ranney, Phebe, Olivia, and 
Abigail. 

Mr. Arnold was an industrions man 

and prospered in his business, and ac

quired a handsome property. He made 
a public profession of religion at the 
age of 89, and lived to the age of 101 
years, 10 mouths and 3 days j and was 
able to dress himself the day he died. 

His second son died when a young 
man. 

Seth Shaler, his eldest son, is now 
living at the age of 82, an honored and 
useful minister of the gospel. 

Esther, the oldest daughter, twice 
married, bnt DOW a widow, is still liv
ing in her native town at the age of 78. 
A prominent characteristic of the 
Arnold family' has been that of sterling 
religious character. 

Of others who settled in the East 
Parish of IVestminster about this pe
riod, whose date of settlement is ob
tained mostly from the record of deeds, 
are in 1779, 

JABEZ PAINE, at the south part of 
the town, elected deacon of the church 
in 1812. No descendants in town. 

JOHN LANE, from South Hadley, a 
teacher before he came to IVestminster, 
settled on Wellington hill. His son 
Jonathan married Anna, llaughter of 
Capt. Azariah Wright, and has nu
merous descendents now living in the 
place. 

BENJAMIN WHITNEY, whose lot lay 
just north of James Richardson's', being 
N0.11 in the first range of 80 acres. 

ELlAKDI SPOONER 

appears to have been a prominent man 
in the town j he was member of the 
Assembly in 1793, '94, and '95, and a 
member of the Council from 1802-1807. 

He WaS a resident of Hardwick, Mass., 

in 1779. We find a deed of this date 

conveying to him several lots of confis
cated land in the Government meadow. 


EDWARD GARY, 


Thomas Dunham Stanton Richardson 

were here in 17~0; Abel Carpenter; 

David Daley, in 1781 j Richard Dor

and, Abraham Shipman, in 1782-'83, 

none of whom that we are aware have
, , 
descendants in the place now. 

DEA. ABIEL GOODELL 

was here in 1780 ; he came from Pom
fret, Ct., and settled at the south part 
of the town on the Putney line. He 
married the widow of Dan DickinbOn, 
one of the first members of the church, 
in 1767. 

He had 8 children, among whom 
was his son, Dea. Abiel, who lived here 
for a time, and then went to Lyndon, 
Vt. He had also a sop ,Villiam, who 
was a minister of the gospel, and a 
son Simon, who was a physician in 
Melville, N. H., who also had a son 
Simon, who graduated at Brown Uni

versity, and became a Baptist minister. 


DEA. NATHANIEL KITTREDGE 


was in Westminster as early as 1783, 

and elected to the office of deacon, in 
1820. He lived on what is called the 
"Underwood place," on Mill Brook. 

BENJAMIN GOODRIDGE 

came from Keene, N. H., in 1782, 
and settled on the hill where Roswell 
Whitney now lives. His father, Ben
jamin, came from Middletown, Mass., 
soon after, and lived with him. The 
father and three sons were in the battle 
of Bunker Hill. After the father came 
to Westminster, his son Benjamin re
moved to the north of Joseph Wright's, 
and there lived the remainder of his 
life. He had three sons and three 
daughters. 
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Heman, one of the sons, settled in 
Westminster, and left descendants. 

Polly, one of the daughters, marricd 
Dea. Abiel Goodell, jr., one of whose 
daughters became 1,he wife of Rev. Mr. 
Graves, of Iowa City. 

CRAIGE & POMEROY 

were me.rchants here in 1784, on the 
spot where 1\11'. Hills now lives. 

THOMAS FULLER 

was here in 1785, and settled upon 
Wellington hill. His son, Judge Aus
tin Fuller, of Saratoga, was the first 
baptised ehild of the East Parish 
church. 

LOT HALL , 
was a resident of vVestminster in 1783 ; 
he had previously been engaged in a 
naval expedition for the defence of the 
harbor and navigation of South Caro
lina; and was twice taken prisoner, 
and once taken to Glasgow, I)cotland. 

He possessed a good education, and 
had devoted himself to the profession of 
the law. He was chosen to represent 
the t{)wn in the General Assembly in 
1789, '91, '92, and 1808. As Presi
dential Elector in 1792, he ,~aAt the 
vote of' the State for George Wash
ington and John Adams. In 1799, he 
was a member of the Couneil ofCensors , 
and for 7 years, from 1794 to 1801, 
was a judge of the Supreme Court of 
the State. 

His services in the latter position dis
played much ability, and gained for him 
much eredit. In 1800, he was consti
tuted a fellow of Middlebury college, 
which position he held until his death. 
His character and merits are thus sum
med up by Mr. B. H. Hall: 

" As a friend, he was constant, con
fiding, and generous. As a citizen, 
patriotic, public spirited, and liberal. 
As a husband, obliging, affectionate, 
and gentle. He was ever ready to 

assist the poor in their misery, and the 
afllicted in their suffering. 

His legal abilities were of an high 
order, and were well suited to the times 
in which, and the people among whom 
he lived. 

While on the bench, his opinions 
were prepared with deliberation, and 
his decisions were ever based in justice 
and right. 

His fund of anecdote was great, and 
a memory of surpassingly retentive 
powers enabled him to call up, on any 
occasion, incidents illustrative of what
ever topic might be under consideration. 
This remarkable faculty, combined with 
an extensive experience of men and 
tl~ings, and an affable disposition, ren
dered his conversation not only agree
able but instructive. Though dying 
in the fifty-third year of his age, his 
life was an active one, and his personal 
and political influence was felt and 
acknowledged in the community where 
he resided." 

The following is a passage from 
Judge Hall's address upon the character 
of Washington: 

"Heaven seems to have &ent him 
upon the earth, to serve at once as an 
example of that perfection of which 
human nature is capable, and of that 
happiness it may enjoy in private life
and at the same time to have literally 
endowed him with those public virtues, 
which somctimes raise human nature 
above itself. In short, nothing stpems 
wanting to grace the perfection of his 
character. He sustained adversity with 
firmness, and prosperity wi.th modera
tion. The power and sublimity of his 
geni.us transcend the fame of Caesar, 
and his consummate wisdom and pru
dence, that of Augustus. His supe
riority in peace, as well as in war, has 
been ackhowledged by all, and even his 
enemies have confessed, with a sigh, 
his great and shining accomplishments, 
and that he loved his country; and de
served the empire of the world. 

Though we eannot expect to reach 
the transcendent height of his public 
honors and military glory, with respect 

the exereise of his private and domes
tie virtues, we may, in some measure, 
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be imitators of him. Let us then copy 
his bright example. Let us live apd 
act as he advises, and in this way shall 
we more convincingly evidence our re
gard for his memory than we shouJd 
were we daily to repair to his sepulchre 
and bedew with tears of sincere regret 
that stupendous monument of our coun
try's salvation." 

ANOTHER EMIGRATION. 

About the year 1785 or '86 there was 
an emigration from Worcester Co., 
Mass., some of whom settled in the 
south part of Westminster and others in 
Putney. Among these were Dea: J a
bez Paine (lived where Mr. Clay now 
does), Hezekiah f aunders (lived where 
J ames Towers now does) and Major 
Upham, who settled a little to the east 
of Dea. Paine. Washburn, Palmer 
and Brooks settled in the edge of 
Putney. 

JOHN GROUT 
is worthy of mention as being the grand
father of' six ministers and missionaries 
and missionaries' wives, besides one 
who died during his seminary course. 
One of these WelH as missionary to 
Southern Africa, three to Turkey, and 
one to the West. 

John Grout was the fifth generation 
from Capt John Grout, who came to 
this country as early as 1640. Mr. 
Grout was the father of 13 children, 
and one of the sons is now living in 
Westminster. 

LEVI PECK 
came to this place about the year 1788, 
and settled where his son Shubael 
now lives. He married a daughter of 
Joshua Stoddard and was a prominent 
man and much respected. 

ELEAZER MAY, 

son of Rev. Eleazer May, of Haddam, 
Ct., came to this place in 1789, and 
lived with Mr. Cone, and kept a store 
a few years upon the upper street; he 
afterwards built the brick store and en
tered into partnership with Hon. Mark 
Richards. 

ELLERY ALBEE 

was a man of considerable influence in 
town. He was a man of few words, 
but prompt and efficient in business. 
He held the office of Justice of the 
Peace, represented the town in the Leg
islature in 1821, '22, '30, '46 and '48. 

He was a member of the Constitu
tional Convention in 1828, and Judge 
of Probate from 1838 to '46. 

POPULATION. 

Westminster had formerly many 
more inhabitants than at the pres~nt 

time; it will never be again what it has 
been in the past. 

The population reached its highest 
limit in 1820, since which time it has 
been gradually diminishing, as will be 
seen from the census at different times. 
In the year 1771 the population was 
478; in 1791, 1601; in 1800, 1942 ; 
in 1810, 1925; in 1820, 1974; in 1830, 
1737; in 1840, 1556; in 1850, 1722; 
in 1860 it was 1301; in 1870 it was 
1240, East Parish, 818; West Parish, 
422, 1880.-SEE ApPENDIX. 

(The increase of some 200 from 1840 
to 1850 is occasioned by the temporary 
residence of workmen in building .the 
railroad. ) 

EDUCATION 

REUBEN PIERCE I has received a good degree of attention. 
was here early in the history of the The first school in town i" said to have 
town, he lived to the age of 94. His been taught by John Webb, who was 
father was killed by the Tories at Ben- an early resident of the place, and after
nington. wards removed to Rockingham. 
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THE OLD ACADEMY. 

Several years since there was a flour
ishing academy in the town. 

John Goldsbury taught the school in 
1849, a,nd in 1850 to '51 it was under 
the care of Prof. L. F. Ward, and for 
two or three years aftklr it passed through 
the hands of Mr. lV. H. Coburn, :Mr. 
Clark, :Mr. John Stratton and Mr. 
Maynard. • 

In 1854, Prof. Ward again took 
charge of the school, under whose effi
cient management it gained great popu
larity, attracting scholars from various 
parts of New England. The number 
of pupils was a hundred and upwards, 
and sometimes it reached nearly 200 
students. 

Five catalogues were issued under 
Prof. tVard, and one State Institute 
catalogue. Mr. A. B. Dascomb took 
the school in 1858, and did good service 
for some 3 years, since which timc 
there have been only occasional terms. 

THE FIRST PRINTING IN THE STATE 

was done here in the summer of 1788, 
by .Tudah P. Spooner and Timothy 
Green. In Feb., 1781, the paper called 
the" Vermont Gazette or Green Moun
tain Post Boy" was commenced by the 
first printers in V crmont. Its motto I 
was: 

"Pliant as reeds where streams of freedom 

glide. 
Firm aethe runs to stem oppression's tide." 

It was issued weekly, and continued 
to 1784, when the press was removed 
to "Windsor, where it now remains in 
the possession of Preston Merrifield, 
Esq. 

The VerInont Editors and Publishers' 
Association. at their late meeting, ap
pointkld a committee to procure this 
press for deposit in the archives of the 
Historical Society, at Montpelier. 

After the removal of Spooner & 
Green from Westminster, the printing 
business was carried on in the same 
place by John Goold. 

THE LIBI:ARIES 0]' WESTJlIINSTER. 

There was formerly a valuable cir
culating library in the East Parish; a 
few years since the books were divided 
among the shareholders. 

THE FARMERS' CI.CB 

have had, for several years past, an ex
cellent library, but this during the past 
year was sold at auction. 

There is, at the present time, a mag
azine club supported by the ladies of 
the parish. 

There are taken from the post office, 
in the East Parish, at the present time, 
6 dailies, 287 weeklies, 73 monthlies, 
and several quarterlies. 

WEST}IINSTER IN THE WARS. 

Several of the early settlers were en
listed in the French and Indian war, 
and several were in the war of the Rev
olution, t{} whom reference has already' 
been made. 

Those who were in the army in the 
late war of the Union for the suppres
sion of the Southern rebellion, from 
hEaP . h t e 8t arIS, were : 

Albert W. J\Ietcalf., wounded in hand; 
Benjamin Cook, died in service; James 
H. Ellis, Peter Good, Victor Good, 
lVm. H. Chapin; J\1ilton Pierce, died 
in service j Ambrose Fairbrother, died 
in service; Artemas Ellis, died in ser
vice; Henry O. Parker, Alvin J. Par
ker, Charles C. Chapin, Tyler H .•Toy, 
Sylva~us Spooner, died in service; Eli 
Metcalf, A. S. Spencer, M. H. Cook, 
Cornelius Harty, John A. Grout, Ed
ward H. Weymouth; Hollis ·Wyman, 
lost an arm j Stephen "Wyman, Willard 
1\1oultrop, William 'Vood, Hiram 1\1et
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calf, Thomas Ashwell, 'Winslow Church; 
Henry l'L Corlew, lost a foot. 

NINE MONTHS' lIEN. 

John Jeffrey, John Landon, Brig
ham T. Phelps, L.,C. Darling, Ran
dall Smith, jr., Charles S. Adams, 
,James P. Shipman, Chas. C. Fisher, 
Franklin G. Ayres, Byron B. Oakes, 
Geo. T. 'Vetherell, ,Joel H. Holton, 
William S. Crosset, Geo. H. Whitney, 
Perley. D. Sischo, Rohert D. Farr, 
Albert "W. "Metcalf, George R. Tower, 
Wm. F. Willard, Thomas Hyde. 

HOTELS. 

John Norton kept tavern on the up
per street, and John Goold on the lower 
in 1775, the latter of which buildings is 
now standing. Ephraim Ranney also 
kept tavern above John Norton's at a 
later date. 

Michael Gilson, at the soutb part, 
kept public house for 20 years after he 
built. his house, from about 1765 to '85. 

Asher Southard had a hotel for Sev
6ral years (about the year 1800) in 
the building now occupied by the store 
of R. S. Safford & Co. He was suc
ceeded by Aaron 'Wales for some 10 
years, and he by Joseph Willard, and 
then came John Fo&ter; in the same 
place, 2 or 3 years, and then Joel Ald
rich some 6 or 8 years, and Joseph 
Erwin on the Hunt place, at the south 
part, about the same time. 

Eliakim Spooner about the same time 
kept a public house where .Mr. Lord 
now lives, about two miles below Bel
lows Falls. 

Samuel Cone had a public house op
posite the hrick store; afterwards a :l\fr. 
Brown c!trlied on the business at the 
same place, about 1810; and still later, 
in 1868, :Mr. Danforth, now at l\Iarl
boro,N. H. 

Since the railroad was built there has 
been less occasion for public houses, 
and there is now but one in the place, 
and that is kept by Allen Wells. 

STORES. 

Eleazer May opened a store on the 
upper street, near Mr. enne's, both of 
whom came from Haddam, Ct. Sam'l 
Cone, jr. was clerk with May, and 
kept store after :Mr. J\Iay removed. 

There was, afterwards, the firm of 
Pratt & :May, and when :J\Iark mch
ards came to town he bought out J\.Ir. 
Pratt and with l\:lr. lYlay did a large 
business, and, as appears from the old 
account books, rum and toddy consti
tuted no inconsiderable part of the 
traffic. They had rum in those days 
that was thought fit for ministers to 
drink, as appears from the fact that the 
parllon was a frequent p nrehase I'. 

Richards & 1\1ay were 8ucceede(1 by 
Isaac Grout, who carried on the busi· 
ness for two or three years, and he was 
followed by lY1r. Nutting, and he by 
J\.Ir. Chase, who has been succeeded by 
the present occupant. 

Craige & Pomeroy had a store for 
many yc.ars, from 1784 to 1800, where 
1\11'. Hills now lives, and a 1\11'. 'Vash
hum had a store since 1800 on the site 
of the present parsonage. 

lIIANUFACTI~RES. 

The hatting business was formerly 
carried on in the place by ,Josiah Davis. 
There was, some years ago, a woolen 
mill on the small stream near Harlan 
Fan's. 

The principal manufacture at the 
present time is that of baskets. There 
are three saw-mills and the same mlm! 
bel' of grist-mills in the parish at the 
present time. There was once a saw
mill on the Underwood Brook, or as it 
was formerly called, Mill Brook, prob
ably the first one in town. 
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There was, some 60 or 70 years ago, 
an old .saw-mill on the Governor's 
brook, near where Luke Rice lives. 
Benjamin Goodridge built a saw-mill 
some 90 years ago on or near the spot 
where 1\11'. Goold has one at the present 
time. 

THE PHYSICIANS 

who have practised iu the East Parish, 
so far as can be ascertained, are as 
follows: 

William HilI, who was here in 1769 
and attended upon :French when he was 
killed in 1775. 

•Elkanah Day, who was also here in 
1775. 

Dr. Robinson, who was here in 1785. 
Dr. Hilerman was here about this 

time, and a noted physician. 
Edward Campbell practiced here 

some 10 years, and then removed to 
the West Parish in 1804. 

1Ym. To,~n probably succeeded him, 
and died here in 1805. 

Dr. Goddard was here about tIli8 
time. 

John 1\1ar8h was here in 1808, and 
Dr. Hilerman in 1813, who was a Ger
man and a physician of much note. 

Jonathan Badger is spoken of as a 
noted physician about this time; pre
cisely when he was here is not ascer
tained. 

Dr. Jeremiah Foster was buried here 
in 1827. 

Dr. Barrett was here previous to 
1820 and was succeeded by Pliny Saf
ford about this timc. 

DR. SAFFORD 

was the physician of the place for 
nearly fifty years, and died in 1867, an 
honored and useful man. He was suc
ceeded by Joseph Chandler in 1866, 
and he by Dr. Stone the following year. 
Dr. Stone remained in the place but a 

few months, it being too healthy for-a 
physician to live, and since that time 
there has been no resident physician in 
the parish, nor in the town. 

THE CHURCH AND MINISTRY. 

As soon as there was a prospect of a 
permanent settlement in ·1Yestminster, 
measures were· taken to organize a 
church, and in the terms of the original 
grant, to " settle a learned and orthodox 
minister," from which time to the pre· 
sent, Orthodox Congre/.\'ationalism has 
held the rule throughout the town. The 
only exception being the formation of a 
Baptist Society in1782, whose member
ship was mostly from the West Parish; 
and a movement to provide for "lib
eral preaching" one·fourth part of the 
time during the ministry of Rev. Mr. 
Sage, which resulted in the erection of 
a new house of worship in the East 
Parish. 

Both of these movements appear to 
have been short lived. 

The church in the East Parish began 
its existence with nine members, one of 
whom was the pastor-elect, on the 11th 
of J·une, 1767. The names of those 
who composed the church at that time 
were: REV. JESSE GOOD}~LL. William 
Willard, Ephraim Ranney, Bildad An· 
dros, John Sessions,Dan Dickinson, 
Zachariah Gilson, John Freneh, and 
Azariah Dickinson. On the same day 

lIIR. GOODEI~L 

was ordained pastor of the church, 
which relation he sustained about one 
year. During his ministry the church 
increased to 40 members, about one-half 
by letter, and one-half of the whole 
nur~ber being males. 

)1r. Goodell was a graduate of Yale 
College, in the class of 1761, and li
censed by the Hartford North Assoeia

43 
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tion in Oct., 1763. He entered the Mr. Bullen was a native of Sutton, 
Revolutionary ArmyafterleavinglVest- Mass., and married a sister of John 
minster, and died in 1779. Morse, one of the early settlers ot 

On the 4 May, 1769, Ephraim Ran- lVestminster,ancl a kinswoman of Prof. 
ney and John Sessions were elected ~lorse, the invent.or of the telegraph. 
deacons. During the same year a large "He was a man of learning, talent, and 
and commodious house of worship was piety, a fine writer, and a clear, sensi
erected, which remains in a good state ble, and instructive, though not an elo
of preservation at the present day. It. quent preacher." 
was many years, however, before the 
house assumed a finished state, pro
bably not far from 1800. It is now 
used as a t.o~'ll hall, but is still held in 
great veneration by the older inhabi
tants as the sacred place whither the 
tribes went up to worship God. The 
old pulpit, " high up the wall, aceess t.o 
it by a flight of several stairs," with 
the grave deacon's seats in front, still 
remains, but the ancient sounding-
board, threatening, as thc young people 
thought, the minister's head, and the 
large, square pews, with their clatter
ing seats, whose musie once furnished 
entertainment for the little ones, are 
gone. These relics of the former days, 
as well as most of thofle associated with 
them, whose lives have passed into his
tory, are among the things of the past. 

Between the first and second pastor
u.tes there was an interval of some 6 
years. During this interval the pulpit 
was supplied, at least a portion of the 
time, by the 

REV. SIMON BACKUS, 

During his pastorate 46 were added 
to the chureh, the larger part of them 
by profession. In addition to the duties 
of the ministry, he did a large specula
tion in land, carried on the mercantile 
business, a;d the manufacture ofpotash. 

In 1785, the relation between him 
and the church was informally dis
solved, and he removed to Athens, 
where he owned large tracts of land, 
and organized there a Congregational 
church. He preached mostly there, as 
Paul somctimes did, at his own charges, 
and twice represented the town in the 
State Legislature. 

He afterwards labored as a mission
ary among the Chic.:kasaw Indians in 
Mississippi. He organized the first 
Protestant church in that State; he la
bored in that vicinity for some 20 years, 
preaching the gospel and establishing 
chllrehes, and after a ministry of more 
than 50 years, died at an advanced age 
in 1825. 

After Mr. Bullen left Westminster, 
the pulpit was supplied for a time by the 
Rev. Simon Backus, and others whose 

of Granby, and five were added to the I names have not been preserved. 
church. 

A rE.ceipt from Mr. Backus to Col. 
Stephen Row Bradley, for money re
ceived for preaching, bears date, 5 Sept., 
1768. 

On the 6 July, 1774, 

REV. JOSEPH BULLEN 

was ordained pastor, and continued in 
th-at relation for about 11 years. 

On the 24 June, 1790, 

MR. SYLVESTER SAGE 

was called to the pastorate, and or
dained on the 13 Oct. following. With 
the exception of about 2 years, his 
whole ministry was given to this church. 
His first pastorate of 17 years resulted 
in the addition of 95 to the church, 56 
of them by prtlfession. 

http:invent.or
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In 1805, on account of the diminished 
resources of the society, from the re
moval of some 30 or more from the 
East Parish church to constitute the 
church in the West Parish, Mr. Sage 
was led to ask a dismission, which was 
not granted. 

In 1807, he renewed the request, 
which was granted. In November of 
that year, he was installed colleague 
with Rev. Mr. Weld, of Braintree, 
J\fass., and continued there a year and 
6 months. to a day; after which he 
returned to the church at Westminster, 
with which he remained for 29 years. 

During Mr. Sage's second pastorate, 
special seasons of religious interest 
were enjoyed, in 1810, '16, '25, and '31. 

This last revival, aside from the addi
tion of 25 members to the church, gave 
rise to the organization of'a temperance 
society in the wir,ter of 1832-33, and 
it soon became the practice of the 
church not to receive those who indulged 
in the use of intoxicating liquors. 

Mr. Sage was a man handsome in 
personal appearance, of fine social quali
ties, clear in intellect, and evangelical 
in doctrine. His reputation as a preach. 
er was such that he was invited to 
preach the election-sermon before the 
State Legislature in 1803, and at sev
eral installations, and three of his ser
mons have been given to the press.* 

In May, 1838, t.he 

;-"' 


* He was born in Berlin, Ct.; son of Dea. 
Jedecliah and Sarah (lIIurry) Sage; gracluated 
at Yale, 1787; studied with Rev. Cyprian Strong, 

D.D; licensed by Hartford South Association, 
1787; preached as can~idatein Shelburne,llIass., 
1790, the church yotmg on the call 22 for, 22 
against; came directly to Westminster; mar· 

r~ed, Jan. 20, 1791, ?rpah Robinson, of Gr~n. 
VIlle, Mass., who dIed Feb. 18, 1792; marrIed 

REV. SETH S. ARNOLD 

became acting pastor, and continued in 
that relation for about 2 years, with the 
understanding that he would give way 
to an acceptable candidate for settlement 
w hen such should be found. Under his la
bors the church enjoyed a season ofgreat 
prosperity which resulted in the hopeful 
conversion of between 60 and 70 per
sons, and the addition of 41 members 
to the church. 

On the 22 Apr., 1840, 

REV. CALVIN R. BATCHELDER 

was ordained to the pastorate with a 
salary of $450. His connection witl;1 
the church continued 5 years. During 
the first 3 years a low state of religion 
prevailed, when in Feb., 184-3, an in
teresting work of grace commenced and 
continued for several weeks, which re
sulted in the addition of 17 persons, 
most of them COilverts in thIS r~vival, 
to the membership of the church. 

Mr. Batchelder was a native of Wen
dell (now Sunapee), N. H., and a 
graduate of. Bangor Theological Semi
nary, in 1838. He was a "sound 
scholar, a faithful pastor, a goud ser
monizer." After he left Westminster, 
he entered the ministry of the Episco
pal church, and has been rector of the 
church in Highgate, Manchester, Bel
lows Falls, and Bethel. 

On the 21 Oct., 1846, 

REV. WILLIAM H. GILBERT 
. 

was ordained to the pastorate, and con
tinued in that relation until 5 J\far., 


. 

1851. He was a natlve of Weston (now 

Easton), Ct.; was graduated at Yale 
Colle e in 1841 and tudi d th IT 

g ,s e eo 00Y 

at Andover and New Haven. Since 
leavinO' 'Vestminster he has been astor 

"" p 
2d., C1arri8sa, daughter. of "Rev. Eleazer lIIay, of Iof the church in Ashfield, Mass., and in 
Haddam, Ct., who dIed Dee. 16, 1836. He Granby Ct. and since in the employ of 
preached his farewell sermon at \Vestminster '.'., . " 
the last ofApril, 1838, and died here Jan. 21, 1841. the ConnectIcut Blble SOCiety. 

I 
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After ~lr. Gilb~rt'b dismissal the 

REV. J. W. PIERCE 

became acting pastor for 2 years, and 
was succeeded by the REV. ISAAC Es
TEY for about the same period of time. 

In ~lay, 1855, the 

REV. EDWIN SEABURY 

became the acting pastor until April, 
1858, in November of \\hich year, 
the Rev. Harrison G. Park was in
stalled, and dismissed in "jIar., J860. 

These frequent. changes in the pastor
ate had resulted unfavorably for the 
prosperity of the church. 
. For 15 years the membership had 

steadily declined, the loss had been 
twice the gain, and at the existing rate 
of decrease, the prospect was fair for a 
speedy extinction of the church. 

The Lord, however, did not forsake 
his people. He did not break the bruised 
reed, nor quench the smoking flax. The 
ministry of the 

REV. ANDREW B. FOSTER, 

which commcnced in July, 1860, waS 
most happy in its results .. It was the 
means of reversing this downward cur
rent, and of uniting and strengthening 
the spiritual forces of the church. Dur
ing the summer of 1861, a special 
season of religious interest was enjoyed 
without any extra effort to produce it, 
it was remarkably quiet in its opera
tions, and confined mostly to the young. 
As the results of this work, 24 new 
merrlbers were added to the church. 
On account of protraeted sickness in 
his family, Mr. :Foster, at the deep re
gret of his people, was compelled to 
leave 26 April, 1863, after a ministry 
of little less than 3 years. He was im
mediately succeeded by 

MR. F. J. FAIRRANKS, 
then a student in the Seminary, who 
supplied the pulpit till the first of Sep

teniber, and was invited to the pastor
ate aft.er he should have completed 
another year's study at the Theological 
Seminary. The pulpit meanwhile was 
supplied by the Rev. Selah R. Arms. 
Mr. Fnirbanks commenced his perma
nent ministry with the church on the 
last Sabbath in June, 1864, and was 
ordained on the 31st of August follow-

and still remains the pastor (18iO). 

DEACONS. 

Ephraim Ranney. 4 May, 1769, to 9 June, 1781. 

John SeSsions, 4 1I-1ay, 1769, to ll\luy, 1820. 

Elijah Ranney, to 24 Oct., 1799. 

Abiel Goodell, 22 Oct., 17115, to 2 Feb.• 1829. 

Jubez Paine, 2 July, 1812, to 3 lIfarch, 1836. 

David ]<'ostel', 23 April, 1818, to 26 July, 1818. 

Nathaniel KIttredge, 27 Aug., 1820. to IDee., 1&17. 

Abiel Goodell, :I March, 1836, to 13 Feb.• 1839. 

Pliny Salford, 3 ])Ial'c11, 18;36, to June, 1867. 

John McNiel, 7 Xov., 1839. 

Sylvester S. Stoddard, 30 Ang" 1867. 


NATJ"VE MINISfERS. 

REV. JOEL RANNEY AHNOLD, 

son of Seth and Esther (Ranney) Ar
nold, born 25 Apr., 1i94 ; studied medi
cine, and practised it about a year; 
then studied theology with his brother, 
the Rev. S. S. Arnold, at Alstead, N. 
H. He waS ordained at Ch'lster, N. 
H., 8 Mar., 1820, and had a success
ful ministry there of 10 years, which 
resulted in the addition of 110 persons 
to the church. He was installed at 
,\raterbury, Ct., in 1831, and at Col
chester, Vt., in 1836, at which latter 
place he remained 13 years, and had a 
successful ministry. . 

He then spent a year or two in his 
native place, during which time he 
was instrumental in t.he orga+tizationof 
a church at Bellows Falls. He after
wards preached at Middlebury, Ct., 
between 2 and 3 years, and in Dec., 
1854, was installed over the South 
Church at Coventry, where he remained 
till April, 1860, aftu which he preached 
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a year in ~laine, and then removed to I 
Chester, N. H., where he died in 1865.*· 

REV. SETH SHALER ARNOLD, 

son of Seth and Esther Arnold, born 
22 Feb., 1778, was graduated at Mid
dlebury, 1812. He taught school a 
year at Bladensburg, Md., and at the 
same time studied theology with the 
Rev. ,J, Breckenridge, 'Washington, D. 
C., and on his return to'Vestminster, 
in 1814, continued his studies with Rev. 
Sylvester Sage. 

In May, 1815, he commenced preach
ing in Alstead, N. II., and was or
dained pastor of the Congregational 
chureh there in Jan., 1816, and was 
dismissed in April, 1834. Three re
vivals occurred in connection with his 
ministry at this place. 

Previous to his dismissal, he preached 
2 years in _Gilsum, N. 11., and subse
quently at 'Valpole, nearly 2 years, and 
then at Westminster about the same 
length of time. 

He was acting pastor at different 
times at Newfane, 'Vardsboro, Sax
ton's River, 'Vestminster 'Vest, Spring
field, and Cavendish (in Vermont), and 
Troy,Westmoreland, Langdon,Charles
town, Unity, Lempster and Alstead (in 
N. H.). He also preached 2 years in 
Hoxbury, N. H., between 3 and 4 
years in 'Vest Halifax, Vt., and 6 
years in West Townshend, Vt. In 
1864 he retired from the ministry to 
\Vettthersfield, where he now resides. t 

• His publications are: "Adell-ess at the 
Opening of a Oemetery in Colchestel';" " Stric. 
tures on a Sermon, Preached in Chester, On 
, Revi,a1s of Religion in Jerusalclll; ) U a Ser~ 

mon on H Chance and itsDcsign,H preacl~ec1 at 
the burial of tl,ree persons who perished in 
the buruing of a dwelling.house; and two arti. 
cles ill the" Xe" Englanc1el'."-P_ H'-W.] 

tHe has published one sermon, "The Intel. 
lectual Housekeeper." Boston; 1835. Hmo., 
l)P. 47; and "The }'amily Choir," hymus set 
to IDutl'ic. 

THE REV. WILUAl\{ GOODEI,L 

eon of Abiel and Margaret (Brown) 
Goodell. born 18 June, 1783, graduated 
at Middlebury, 1810,and was principal of 
Pawlet Academy one year, and tutor in 
Middlebury College 2 years. Studied 
theology with Rev. Mr. Packard, and 
licensed by the FraJJklin (Mass.) As
sociation in 1813. He ,vas ordained 
pastor of the Congregational church in 
Grafton, Vt., in Sept., 1815, and dis
missed in September, 1820. In Feb
ruary, 1822, he began to preach in 
Holland Patent, N. Y., and was thcre 
installed March, 1823. He was dis
missed in ·March, 1829. He afterwards 
preached as stated supply in Russia, 
Deerfield, Lenox, Howard and Napoli, 
after which he was engaged as colport
ellI~of the American Tract Society for 
3 years, and Was also employed for 
some time as an agent of the Presby
terian Board of Publication. He died 
at Throopsville, N. Y., 26 Oct., 1865. 

THE REV. ISAAO l!'ARWELL HOLTOX, 

son of 'Villiam and Olive (Rockwood) 
Holton, born 30 Aug., 1812, graduated 
at Amherst College, 1836. He was, 
for a time, one of the Board of Instruc
tion in Middlebury College, and has 
been prominently engaged as a writer 
and lecturer. 

NATIYE WIVES O}' CONGREGATIONAL 

:lfINISTEHS. 

Frances Goodell, married Rev. Alphen;'! 
Graves. 

Mary Goodrich, manied Re,. William H. 
Gilbert. 

lIIartha A. Harris, manied Rev. Saumel A. 
Rhea. 

Stella n. Nutting, married Rey _ A. B. Das. 
cOlnb. 

Esther Gooclrirjge, married Rev. C. A. Dick. 
inson. 

• 
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It took 36 years from the time thatTHE SABBATH SCHOOL. 
Richard Raikes started the first Sunday 

BY R. S. SAFFORD, SECRETARY. School in London, in 1781, tor the new 

1Ve have made some effort during institution to travel from the place of 
the past year to learn of the state and its birth, and become firmly seated in 
circumstances of the introduction of this Westminster. and remembering that 
institution into this place; and although those were years of slow-sailing vessels 
positive knowledge has not been gained and slow stage coaches, and few new spa
upon all points, we think it reasonably pers, it was as soon as could be reasonably 
certain that its advent was as fhllows: expected. And it will be observed that 

About the year 1813 or '14, Mrs. just half a century after the church was 
Lusk, afterwards Mrs. Field, gathered organized here, her co-worker, the 
some children and taught them on the Sabbath School, joined hands with her. 

Sabbath, in the old Genf.)ral Bradley In the early days of the school, the 
honse, that stood where Mr. J. C. scholarswereallyoung,noneolderthan 
Richardson's house now stands, and 14 year.'!; they learned the catechism 
she seems to have been succeeded by and verses from the Scriptures, and 
the widow Bela Clapp, assisted by hymns, and the school was discontinued 
Miss Davis, afterwards Mrs. Dea.. during the winter, as there was no fire 
:McNiel, in the same house. in thJ meeting-house. 

In the year 1817, probably in ~he The earlier SUperintendents were Dr. 
month of Mayor June, the Rev..Mr. Thayer, Hon. Ellery Albee and Sltmuel 
Sage having been solicited to lend his Lovejoy. 
influence in introducing the new insti- The Hon. :Mark Richards was a: 
tution, he appointed a meeting of those great patron of the school, one year 
in favor of the Sabbath School at the furnishing the girls with white dresses 
old school-house, on the spot where and blue sa&hcs, in which they attended 
Dea. .McNeil now lives; it was then a cclebration; another year offering 
and there determined to organize a three prizes to those that committed to 
school, and the next Sabbath, .Mr. Sage, memory the most Scripture. These 
in the old meeting-house, announced prizes wcre ahandsomely bound Bible, 
the teachers and their elasses. What a Testament, and a hymn book, and 
the officers \\-ere under this organization were taken by Hannah Davis (now 
is uncertain; probably they had no sec- :Mrs. Newell of Fall River, Mass.), 
retary, for there are no records in the Harriet Holton (now .!\Irs. Noyes, of 
secretary';; hands farther back than the 1Vallingford, Conn.), and Nancy May 
organization in 1838, amI we cannot (now .i¥Irs. Butterfield, of Palmyra, 
learn that any were regularly kept. ~. Y.). 

Dr. Thayer was active in starting In the year 1824, }\fl'. Richards gave 
the school, and was its first superin- the school $40, $16 to be divided to the 
tcndent, if they had an office of that four that committed to memory the 
kind; he was not a doctor of medicine, most Scripture and hyl1111S; $16 to be 
but received his title from having prac- divided to the next eight, and the bal
ticed HIe art of the apothecary; and ance to be equally divided among the 
while he lived in this town was an op- rest of the scholars. Judge Albee was 
erative iu Clapp'S woolen mill. superintendent that year and also a 
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teacher; he kept a record which give" 
the classes, with the ages of the pupils, 
the number of Sabbaths each attended, 
the number of verses of Scripture reo 
cited by each, the number of answers 
in the Catechism, and the number of 
verses in hymns recited. The school 
that year was held 26 Sabbaths, prob
ably commeRcing with 1\Iay and ending 
with October. It was divided into 28 

classes, 12 of boys and 16 of girls, and 
there were 115 scholars. 

The teachers were: Ellery Albee, 
' t'J oeI P aO'e, H arry Be11OWS, now ChIe,

J . "'. N . . 
usbce of ew HampshIre, DamelJ. 

PART I. 

Wheu erst in Eden's leafy shade, 

Man newly felt his :lIaker's breath, 

Ere fair temptatiou's charms had made 

This world a scene of sin and death

No second tongue was needed then 

To tell the Almighty's high behests; 

The still, small voice could come to men, 

And find an answer in their brel1sts. 

But when (1ebI18e(I, the torpid soul 

God by hls messengers awoke, 
Amid the thunder's solemn rOll, 

The tempest's bln,st, the lightning's stroke, 

Then rose the altars to his nl1lllc, 
And crowds thc ritual splendor saw, 

Heard prophets sing, anti priests proclaim 
The awful terrors of the law. 

Averill, Oscar Davis, vVm. Goodell,

Ed d B k' ..;At lengt,h the Fullness from above 


mun "?r e, smce promment III po- To Cl1rth the high commission bore, 

Iitical life, 'Vm. Holton, Jr., Rodney AmI spoke to men of peace and love 

Burton, :Mercy Averill, afterwardslfrs. As neVer mortal spoke hefore; 

Swinton, Sally Baldwin, sister of ]\lr. AndeouqueringDeath, the risen Lortl 

Ricluuds, ~Mary Lord, Jemima HoI- Gave forth his great and last command, 

ton, Sophronia Cone, afterwards 1\1rs. And bid his bl'et.hren spread the word 

'I'h h d ~S I C 1\1 To every soulm every land.res er, an a ome ,one, now rs. 
PART II.Wetherell, Esther Hills, now Mrs. 


Smith, Phebe Arnold, now ]\<11'8. I~aac I0 thou most High! all good and just, 


Holton, Mary Hunt, now Mrs. Fessen
den Clark, Mary Ann May, now Mrs. 
Gov. Fletcher, Mehitable Davis, now 
Mrs. McNiel, Anna Chipman and 
Louisa Chipman, afterwards Mrs. Hodg
kins and Mrs. Jones, :!ferab Bradley, 
afterwards Mrs Judge Kellogg, Julia 
May, now Mrs. Dr. Hoyt, Harriet 
Ann Holton, now Mrs. John Noyes, 
Frances Clapp, Susan 'Villard, Nar
cissa Buxton, now Mrs. 1Vm. Goodell, 
Salina Stoddard, afterwards Mrs. Bux
ton, Hannah lIay, afterwar.ds Mrs. E. 
A. Holton, and now Mrs. Phelps, and 
:Minerva Holton, now Mrs. Gilchrist. 

Selections irom the Poems of Hori. 
Wm. C. Bradley: 

ORDIXATIO~ HYM:-.f. 

(Written by JIll'. Bradley, at the request tJt a 
grandson, to be used at the Ordination of a 
fellow·student in theology.) 

Look down from llcaven, thy (lwelllng.place; 

BehoW thy servant take hi~ trust, 

And aid hlm with thy helping hand 

To do tlly work, to do thy will, 

To speal;:: thy praise, to preach thy word, 

Promote all good, repress all ill, 

A, faithful steward of the 1,01'(1. 

]<'ound hbn on thine Eternal Rock; 


Make him a shepherd of thy care, 


Heavenward to gently lead hls flock, 


And in his armS thy lambs to bear; 


To walk upright in wisdom's ways, 


In which the blessed .Jesus trod, 


Until the" Well done!" comes with praise, 


Fresh from his Father and his Goa. 


(Written upon the fiy-Ieaf of a Bible 
presented to his daughter, Merab A. 
Bradley) ; 

These well·bouud leaves an earthly ~ather 

gave, 

Proof of his care, his 10Ye, his hope to save; 
But, oh! the precious word inscribed within, 

, 'l'he powerful antidot{l to poisonous sin; 

http:afterwar.ds
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Which guides the wanderer, dries the mourn· 

cr1 g eye; 
Which teaches how to liVe and how to die; . 

Which breaks the bondage of the frozen tomb, 

And makes the joyful soul in life to come; 

Life, too, eternal; tbis to me was given 

By Thee, my]<'ather,God, which art in heaven. 

(Found in a watch which he wore for 
many years, written in a beautiful and 
clear hand, but exceedingly minute) : 

"J,ittlo monitor! by thee, 

Let me learn what I should be, 

Le>1rn tbe round oflife to fill, 

lJseful >1nd progressive still. 
Thou canst gentle hints impart, 

How to regul>1te the beart. 

When I wind thee up at night, 

l\fark each f>1ult, find set thee right, 

J~et me seal'ch my bosom too, 

And my daily thoughts review; 

Nor be easy when I find 

Latent errors rise.to view, 

Till all be regular and true." 

(A news-clip from a letter ofMrs. Mary 
S. P. Cutts, daughter of Consul Jarvis, 
who contributed, before her late la
mented death, the History of 'Yeathers
field Bow, and its Early Settlers, to 
this work) : ' 

Of HON. \YM. C. BRADLEY, S. G. 
Goodrich, his brother· in-law, says: 
., , Few passions, except piety and avar
ice, survive three-score.' Then ]\;11'. 
Bradley was a rare exception. The 
passion for books, the love of the beau
tiful, remained to the last. A courtier 
might envy the ease and elegance with 
which, when past seventy, he would 
enter a brilliantly lighted drawing-room 
and charm the hearts of all the ladies, 
at least, by his sallies of wit, and the 
grace of his compliments. 

"W,hen visiting \Yashington, a few 
years since, an accomplished and fashion. 
able young widow, now the wife of' 
Commodore Dahlgren, said to me, 'I 
have Jately formad a delill:htful friend
ship with all old gentleman of' seventy, 
from your State.' She could hardly 
believe it possible that a man over sev
en~y years of age, from Yermont, could 

~"--------

surpass the foreign ministers, many of 
whom visited her, in elegance of man
ner, and real bonhormnie." 

DEATH OF MR. BRADLEY. 

The journals of the State all poured 
their tribut<Js oyer his bier. Says" The 
Rutland Herald" : 

"\Ve regret to announce the dea h 0 

the venerable \Ym. C. Bradley. . f 
The death of Mr. Bradley dissolves the 
last link which connects the former gen
eration of the distinl',uished men of 
Vermont with the present, and the 
names Richard Skinner, Daniel Chip
man, Chauncey I,angdon, Charles 
MarsII, Rollin C. Mallory, John Mat
tocks, and a host of othcrs of the noble 
men of' Vermont who have been his as
sociates in public and private life are 
brought before us, all of whom have 
long since preceded him to the grave' 

His father was among the 
most prominent of the early men of 
Vermont, the son, inheriting the strong 
native powers, genial characteristics 
and ready wit of his father, and edu
cated amid the influences of that ea1'1y 
history of our commonwealth, was im
hued with, the spirit and impiration of 
the principles and habits of the men 
who laid the foundations of our State. ,. ,. 

*'" * 
He was the colleague of \Vebster,CaI
houn, Clay, Mallory and others in the 
palmiest day of the brightest intellects 
that ever graced our National Congress. 
In 1856, he was made the bearer of the 
vote of Vermont to 'Yashington, 43 
years after his first entrance into Con
gress, and his retentive memory ena
bled him to giYe many reminiscences of 
the early days, and his great fund of 
anecdote and wit attracted particular 
attention and drew arollnd him a large 
circle of admirers during his stay at the 
Capital. 

Thus has passed away from earth one 
of the most gifted, g.mial and distin
guished men of our good old common
wealth, and his memory will long be 
cherished in the hearts of those who 
have been privileged to enjoy his friend
ship and society. A gentleman of the 
old school, he enlivened many a social 

'; 

-', 
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circle with story, anecdote and wit. In 
his latter life, as in earlier days, he en
joyed and honored the companionship 
of the most celebrated and honored men 
of our countrv. 

He has outlived all of his own imme
diate family, having, within a fe.w years, 
buried his much beloved and honored 
son, the late Dorr Bradley, and his wife, 
within a year. Some years sinee he re
moved to Brattleboro to live with his 
kindred, and on the occasion of the 
burial of his wife, he returned to 'Vest
minster with her remains, and on no 
considpration could he be indllced to re
turn to Brattleboro, preferring to remain 
and die amid the hallowed seenes and 
sacred associations that clustered around 
his early and aetive life, and be buried 
with those he loved andamid the people 
who had so long and often hOllored him 
and unto whom he had been a faithful 
servant and a ;Jseful fellow-citizen. A 
few weeks before his death he remarked 
that he should die between the 20th of 
February and the 23d of March, his 
eighty-fifth hirthday, Itnd the prediction 
has been fulfilled. 

The grave of William C. Bradley, of 
'Vestminster and Brattleboro, is covered 
with laurel, and yet the Editor of this 
work would lay one more sprig thereon; 
so the charming eountenance and figure 
of this grand old man, tall, large, 
rather-nobly developed, crowned with 
the hoary head, rises up stereoscoped on 
the glass of' the past and stands on the 
tablet of memory, one of our earliest 
and nohlest friends in this enterprise, as 
we saw him twenty-five years since. 

I think we saw him first in West· 
minster-twice, later, we visited him 
at Brattleboro. }<'or years his honored 
Ilame stood on our published tahle of 
writers for 'Vindham county, as the 
historian for 'Vestminster. He had the 
papers and the information for it. At 
the last visit-" I'm getting too old to 
write much," he said, "I did intend to 
have written it out myself. But you 
shall have it. Dorr, my son, must help 

now j together we can give it, and you 
shall have it." 

"I can appreciate the work," he 
said, at our first visit; "but you do 
not ask enough for it-all the cost of 
time and labor it is for you, besides the 
publication expenses, you should not 
sell a single number short of a dollar; 
and dou't you give any man a single 
number of it. No matter what he may 
do for it; he will not do as much for 
the work as you are doing for his town, 
county and State." 

'Vhen we sent the work, as issued, 
he always sent the pay 'for it, saying 
"the men that furnish your papers 
must be the sons of the town and Stltte, 
:!lot hired writers, but loealand patriotic 
historians. " 

He always wrote to us Oll the recep
tion of a new n\Imber, and these letters 
are treasures among those of the past 
correspondents of the work, ma 
whom now are in their graves. 

His chirography was unique, and sev
eral of his letters }mve poetical speci
mens of his off-hand writing in verse. 
He was a man weighted with grave 
thoughts, with a rieh vein of humor. 
The following was dashed off with 
happy readinestl hy him in his 85th 
year,-the winter of 1861,-which he 
spent at "rasldngton, after hearing 
Major Allderson had evacuated Fort 
l\foultrie.for Fort Sumpter. 

ROB ANDERSox, )[Y JO. 

Rob Anderson, my jo, Rob, 


I wom\er what you mean, 

To drink so many juleps 


In praise of Halloween. 

You need all your wits, Rob, 


To keep the forts, you know; 

But they'll slip through your ftngers, 


Rob Anderson, my jo. 


Rob Anderson, my jO, Rob, 
·When first we were acquaint, 

You were a sweet cadet, Rob, 
And always (liu your stint; • 
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But now your shanks are shaky, Rob, 

You stagger as you go-

Your tongue is thick, your eye is glazed, 

Rob Anderson, my jo. 

Once in the bm.sh with BlackHawk 

You fairly did your share; 

And so with Osceola, Rob, 

Whose bones you have in care. 

You got lam~ among the greasers, Rob, 

Though with a wound or so; 

But now we'll wOlmd your honor, 

Rob Anderson, my jo. 

Fort Moultrie is a jewel, Rob, 

Fort Sumpte" is a gem; 

But with rafts well made of cotton bags, 

We'll surelf conquer them. 

They nOW alOe in your keeping, Rob, 

But soon as cocks do crow 

'We'll ease you of the burden, 

Rob Anderson, my jo. 

'\Ve've watclled you in the Nina, Rob, 

That away you might not steal, 

For we know when you're yourself, Rob, 

You are a eunnlng chic!. 

But this night you are hannless, Rob. 
1'1 

Sleep oll' your drunk, you fool, 

,\Vhile we steam away to Clmrleston, 

And keep our Ilonny Yule. 

Thus sung the boasting heroes, 


Of the palmetto and snake, 


And never dreamed that Robin 

Was such a _. Wide Awake." 


They gOIlC, he roused his mettle, 

And while they took their swipes, 

He stole It march upon tlIem, 

And saved the stars and stripes. 

"')1. C. BRADLEY. 

(The following anecdotes are also 
current of .!\II'. Bradley:) 

At one time he was engaged in the 
trial of a canse growing out of an al
leged fraud in the exchange of horseR, 
in which the damage claimed was very 
small, but in the result of which there 
was too much personal feeling. His 
argument before the jury was a master
piece of forensic eloquence, in which 
tremendous earnestness was the promi
;ent feature. Passing from the Court 

House after he had finished, his pastor, 
who had been present during the trial, 
took his arm, and, as they walked down 
the street, said: " Mr. Bradley, I 
wish you would tell me how it is that 
you lawyers become so much interested 
in the trial of petty issues, and so over
poweringly in earnest in the argument 
of them, while our ministers, who 
stand between God and a fellow world, 
and whose work it is to arouse men to 
a sense of their eternal destinies, fall so 
far below them in the earnestness ot 
their discourses." 

"That is easily explained," said lYlr. 
Bradley ~ " you do not realize that you 
are as near the judgment as wc do." 

One of Senator Bradley's sons pur
c!lased a tract of land north of the Asy
lum grounds, in Brattleboro, bordering 
on the Connecticut river. The scenery 
on every side was grand, but the plat 
itself was nothing but sand-and that 
so dry and clean that with every wind 
it drifted, like snow. His purpose was 
to erect a residence and convert the 
ground& into a park. 

Having completed the purchase, he 
invited his father to go with him and 
inspect his property. Arriving there, 
his eye took in the beautiful view, the 
bold, wooded bluffs on the eastern bank 
and the green backgrouud to the valley 
on the west. Meantime, his father's 
eye was filled figuratively and literally 
with the sand over which they were 
driving. The 11Orse8 ;sank to their fet
locks, the wheels dragged heavily 
through it; the oreeze wa'! forming it 
into little wind!'Ows. The son broke 
the silence with the inquiry, ' , Well, 
father, what do you think of my pur
chase? " 

Slowly and sadly came the reply, 
"'VeIl, my son, I think had I been 
purchasing real estate, I should haye 
selected that which the Almighty seemed 
sometime to Imve had some interest in." 
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APPENDIX. 

BIOGRAPHICAL AND GENEALOGICAL. 

BY REV. Jj'. J. }'AIRBANKS. 

[~Ir. Fairbanks' history of Westminster was 
written in 1870. The Appendix brings the rec· 
ord do~n to September, 1885.-ED.] 

PETER LOVEJOY 

had 6 children: John, married Asenath 
Petty, sister to Aaron Petty. No ehild
ren. A good scholar and influential 
man. Lived on Rocky Hill. He died 
in 1817, aged 54. 

Samuel married Lucy Edwards. 
Children: John, George, and Belinda. 
(p.590). 

AMOS CARPENTER. 

Here in 1751 j supposed to be the one 
who married Anna, daughter of John 
Averill. Children: 1. Samuel, married 
Olive Whitney, and had Louise, Thad
deus B., De Witt C., Henry H. and 
Sarah Jane. 2. Amos, Jr. 3. Sarah, 
married Alden Whitney. 4. Hulda, 
married Bliss (p. 578). 

ATHERTON CHAH'EE. 

Here in 1751; died, 4 Mar., 1776, 
aged 63. Atherton, Clifford, Constance 
and Otis Chaffee were brothers, and 
supposed to be sons of Atherton, 
senior. 

1. Atherton, jr., married a Brock
way, and lived a little south of the Dorr 
Morse plaee. Children: Wm., Ather
ton, Lyndes, and Phebe. 

2. Clifford, married Anna, daughter 
of Capt. Jesse Burke. Had a son, CaJ
vin, and a daughter who married a 
Fletcher. Clifford was a physician. 

WILLIAM GOOI.D 

and his son John were here in 1751. 
Seth, John, and Nathaniel Goold were 
proprietors under New York in 1772, 

and were probably brothers. Seth died 
Aug. 1844, aged 84. William, Seth 
and Nathaniel were members of the 
Baptist Society of Westminster, in 
1784 (p. 579). 

JOHN" GOOLD 

was a soldier in the Revolution and kept 
the "W11ig Tavern," on the lower 
street. He was a great story-teller. 
He died 26 Feb., 1809. His children: 

1. John, jr., married Nancy Graves, 
and lived where the parsonage now 
stands. He was a printer with Spooner 
& Green, and afterwards carried on 
the business himself. He had 9 child
ren: John, Nancy, Abigail, Sylvester, 
Lydia, Amos, Allen, David and Polly. 

2. Abigail married Dea. Nathaniel 
Kittredge, and lived on 'the Underwood 
place. 

3. Aaron married Elizabeth Clark 
and settled in the West Parish. Child
ren: Bet!ley, Polly, Sophia, Reuben 
C., Rebecca, Sarah, Amasa A., and 
Emily. 

4. Jonathan lived in "Goold Tav
ern," then on the west side of the street, 
opposite where it now stands. Child
ren: Frederick H., Anna, Charlotte, 
Orilla, Alden, Harriet, and Electa. 

5. Luther married Betsey Hyde; set
tled in Ohio. 

6. Sarah married a Chandler (p. 
579). 

ELEAZER HARI.OW 
came from Taunton,·Mass., in 1758, at 
the age of 20; settled on house-lot 
No. IS, upper street. He diecl13 Jan., 
1822. He married Rhoda Alexander, 
of Northfield, 1\'1as8., about 1765. She 
died 2 Nov., 1816. Children: 

1. Abigail, married Waitstill Ran
ney, son of Dea. Eph. Ranney. 

2. Levi, married Elizabeth Ranney. 
Children: Eleazer, Roxana and Axena, 
Eldad, Elizabeth and Rhoda. 



54 VERMONT HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 6]4 
~-~-~-~~~-~~-~~-~,~~------------~ 

3. Rhoda, married Eph. Ranney, jr. 
Children: Hiram and Grant W. 

4. Zilpah, married Daniel Averill. 

5. Hannah, married Alfred ~pooller. 
Children: Julia, Nancy, Rhoda, Bath
sheba, and Erastus. 

6. Josiah, married 'Rachel Brown. 
Children: Mary, Caroline, Josiah, and 
Alonzo. 

7. Eleazer, not married. 

8. Lorina, married Calvin Britton. 
9. Anna, married (1) Giles :Marvin, 

(2) Zaccheus Cole (p. 579). 

MICHAEL GILSON, 

Here with his mother and two sisters 
in 1755; was born in Hatfield, Mass, 
1731. He came to Putney during the 
Frcnch and Indian war, and enlisted in 
the Fort on Great Meadows. He 
bought the farm where Maj. Joel :page 

LIEUT. ZACHARIAH GILSON 

came here soon after his brother Mich
ael, and settled a little to the south of 
his brother, on what is known as the 
Richard Ward place. He was one of 
the originp,l members of the church here 
in 1767. ,He was once carried captive 
by the Indians to Canada, but after
wards returned, and died here 15 Nov.) 
1804, aged 67. Anna, his wife, died 
8 Nov., 1826, aged 83. Children: 
Zachariah, Michael, and Benjamin (p. 
580). 

M~~DAD WRIGHT, 

born 27 Dec., 1734, died 3 Dec., 1817, 
aged 82, came from N orthfield, Mas~., 
with his brother Azariah, and Joel 
Holton, and John Nor,ton, soon after 
the French and Indian war, probably 
in 1760-'61, and camped on the ~pot 

afterwards lived, his deed bearing date where his grandson, Daniel C. Wright, 
6 Mar., 1759. He married a sister of now lives. Judge Burt camped with 
Dea. Sessions. They came to their them. Aaron Petty came at the same 
log-house, and ate their first dinner of time. The old gambrel-roof house, 

, stewed beans, with chips for plates, and 
spoons whittled out for the occasion. 
No children. A few years after he 
built a house Dear by, and kept tavern 
for 20 years. He was commissioned 
1st Lientenant of Westminster Militia, 
18 Aug., 1778, and Captain of the same 
in 1779. He was shrewd at business; 

now removed, was built before the 
Norton tavern. 

l\fedad was constable of Westminster 
in 1776. He married (1) Irene, sister 
of Joel Holton, by whom he had 8 
sons. He married (2) widow :Mary 
Willard, of Winchester,N. H., by 
whom he had one son. ,Children: 

never went to school but one week; I 1. Asaph, born 26 Jan., 1763. died 
could read and write enough to do com- 20 July, 1836. A physician in the 
mon business. He died 15 Apr., 1823, I· West p,arish. He married Lydia Camp
aged 92. His wife, SallJ:, died 4 July, 

1757, aged 88. 

MAJ. JOEL PAGE, 

An adopted child of Capt. Gilscn, was 
born 28 July, 1791, in the house wherc 
he always lived, and died July 15, 1870. 
A member of the General Assembly in 
1842. Children: Henry and Bradford 
(p.580). 

bell. 

2. Rufus, born 10 Feb., 1765, died 

31 Oct., 1837. Twice married. J:t'our 
children. 

3. Elihu, born 10 Jan., 1769; mar
ried a Wheeler. Children: Betsey, 
Emily, Rhoda,and Fanny. 

4. Solomon, born 19 1\Iar., 1,71; 
not married. 
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5. Obedj born 16 Oet., 1773. He 
married and went 1Vest. Children: 
Heman, Josiah, and Levi. 

6. Hollis, born 22 Jan., 1780; mar
ried (1) Lucy Beckwith, (2) Betsey 
Clay. Children: Daniel C., married 
Sarah Cragin. Orin went to Cali
fornia. 

7. l-Iedad, born 18 Dee., 1781 ; mar
ried and went 1Vest. 

8. Neri, born 1 Nov., 1785; mar
ried Abigail Bradley (p. 582). 

JUDGE BENJ. BURT 

lived near Bellows Falls, and had a tan
nery and grist-mill. He died 10 June, 
1835, aged 96 (p. 584). 

CAPT. AZARIAH WRIGHT 

came from Northfield with his brother, 
Medad. His deed of house-lot No. 11 
bears date, 20 Apr., 1761. He die.i 
27 Aug., 1811,aged 74. His first wife, 
Mary, died 1776, aged 54. His second 
wife, Miriam, died 1797, aged 55; one 
of them, a Safford, connection of Dr. 
Pliny Safford. Children: 

1. Azariah. died 23 July, 1838 ; mar
ried • Dolly .Page. Children: Hosea, 
Olivia, Orpha, Hulda, Jacob, Polly, 
Amasa, Ruth, and Harriet. 

2. Solomon. Children: Jehiel, Ly
dia, Miriam, Clarissa, :Mary Ann, 
Azariah, Erastus, Louisa: and Safford. 

3. Caleb, hved in West Parish. 
Children: Hiram, Polly, Charlotte, Ca
leb, Alfred and Adeline. 

4. Joseph lived near where his son 
Joseph did; died 3 Oct., 1805; mar
ried Betsey Hawley. Children: Al
mira, Julia, Joseph, and l-lary. 

5. Mary j married Page; 3 daugh
ters. 

6. Anna; married .Jonathan Lane 
(p. 583). 

JOHN NORTON 

came here in 1761,[at the age of 21. 
Born 21 Jal'l., 1740, died 5 Dec, 1811, 
aged 71. He built the "Norton tav
ern," which has been reeently torn 
down. Children: John, Cyrus, Anna, 
Clarrissa, Electa, Susanna, Arad,Lucy, 
Mary, Irene, and Heman (p. 581). 

JOEL HOI,TON, 

born 10 _,July, 1738, in Northfield, 
Mass., died 12 May, 1821. Came to 
'Westminster in 1761, and settled just 
north of Azariah Wright. Children: 

1. Joel, born 5 Oct., 1769, died 10 
Dec., 1846; married Pha;be Parsons. 
Children: Erastus A., Minerva, Mir
iam, David P., and Pha;be H. 

2. William, born 26 July, 1771; 
married (1) Olive Rockwood, (2) -
Shaw. Children: Mary, Reuben, Eliza
beth, Bethia, William, Elisha, Olive, 
Isabel, Anson, Isaac 1<'., Wealthy and 
John. 

3. Zoeth, born 21 Jan., 1773; mar
ried Amanda Loomis. Children: No
adiah L., Julia A., Elihu D., O1ivia, 
Laura, Anjanette. 

4.•Jemima, born 1775, died 1777. 
5. John, born 11 Feb., 1777, died 

1815; married Harriet Richards. Child: 
Harriet Ann, married Rev. J. H. Noyes. 

6. Alexander, born IH Jan., 1779; 
married Harriet 1Varner, and vtent 
West. Children: Jonathan :W., Wil
liam A., Ellen M., Alexander and 
Harriet. 

7. Bethia, married John White of 
Springficld, Vt., father of Rev. Pliny 
H. White. 

8. Era'ltus, born 1784, died 1800. 
9. Jemima, born 28 May, 1 786, died 

7.July, 1865. 
10. Isaac, born 13 Mar., 1790, died 

26 June, 1850, at HillsgTove, Ill. ; mar
ried Pha;be, daughter of Spth Arnold. 
Children: Seth A., Rebecca R., John 
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A., Charles A., Julia K, Anna P., IChildren: Silence, Angeline, Elmerin 
Joel A. (p. 583). 

AARON PETTY 

came at the same time with the Wrights 
and Holtons. He died at Rockingham, 
21 Oct., 1788, aged 45. . Abigail, his 
wife, died 1777, aged 35. There were 
two sisters and a br~ther, supposed to 
be the children of Aaron Petty. 

1. Asenath, married (1) John Love
joy, (2) Asahel Goodell. She died 
1848, aged 84. 

2. Margaret married a Buxton, of 
Walpole, N. H. 

3. Aaron, graduate of college, stud
ied for a physician, died 1803 (p. (84). 

DEA. EPHRAIM RANNEY 

died 9 June, 1811. He married Silence 
Wilcox, who died 10 April, 1811. 
Children: 

1. Ephraim, settled in the West Par
ish. Married (1) Johnson of Walpole. 
Children: Ephraim, Calvin, Rebecca, 
Lydia. Hiram, Grant W., and Peyton. 

2. Dea. Elijah Ranney , West Par
ish. Married Elizabeth Root. Chil
nen: Dea. Elijah, jr., and Joseph. 

Joseph was three times married, and 
had in all 17 children, two of whom, 
Timothy E. and Addison, were minis
ters of th<l gospel. 

3. Daniel (Stockbridge). Children: 
Daniel, Eunice, etc. 

4. Lydia. Married Wm. Ranney. 
Children: William, Lydia, Achsa, 
Sally and Betsey. 

5. Waitstill (Chester) , Married 
N abby, daughter of Eleazer Harlow. 
Children: Eleazer, Waitstill, Amarilla, 
N abby and Sophia. 

6. Sally. MarriedGuild (Chester). 
7. Esther. Marrif'd Seth Arnold. 
8. Joel. Married Rebecca Hall. 
9. Rachel. Married Job Dickinson. 

lO. Benjamin. Married Patty Gill. 

and Stella. 
11. Janna. Married Phrebe Phelps. 

Children: Janna, Orange and James. 
(p. 584.) 

SAMUEL CONE 

settled on the Upper Street. He died 23 
April, 1802. He married Sally Rich
ardson. 11 children. 

1. Lemuel. Married (1) Susanna 
Norton; (2) Dolly Parker, and went 
West. Several children. 

2. Hannah. Married John Morl3e. 
3. Sally. Married 'Varner. 
4. Betsey. Married Parker (Spring

field). Children: Patience, Ann, Eliza, 
Elijah and Darius. 

5. Joshua. Married Wright. Chil
dren : Joshua, Jeremiah, Whipple, 
Jason, Mary, Adaline, Samuel and 
Lucius. 

6. Samuel. Married a Burgess of 
Grafton. One child, Patience. 

7. John. MarriedasisterofRev.S. 
Sage. One son, Erastus. 

8. Maybell. Married John Hazel
tine. Children: Hannah, Orpha and 
Wealthy. 

9. Ezra T. Died 22 Feb., 1851, 
aged 78. Married Rhoda Lincoln. 

Children: Almira, Sophronia and 
Saloma, who married George Weth
erell (p. 581). 

CAPT. JESSE BURKE 

came from Hardwick, Mass. He was 
born in 1739; died 20 Jan., 1811, aged 
72. His wife died 5 Aug., 1811, aged 
75. Children: Eli, Jonathan, Eliab, 
J esse, Elijah and Anna (p. 586). 

SIMEON BURKE 

came from Brimfield, Mass. Born 
1735. Died 15 April. 1781, aged 44. 
Married Patty Strong. Children: 

1. Sarr.uel. Married Hulda Wright. 
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2. Simeon. 
3. Elijah. .Married Grace Jeffers. 
4. Elisha. Died 1777, aged 4. 

:r.IAJ. SILAS BURKE. 

Born 1746. Died 15 Feb., 1825, 
aged 79. His wife, Mary (Eastman) 
Burke, died 3 Oct., 1840, aged 97. 
Children: 

L Philip E. Born 1766. Married 
Sarah Swan. Children: Harry, Ira, 
George, Fanny, Laura, Orpha, Mary 
A., Persis, etc. 

2. :Mary. Married Eusebius Ball. 
3. Keziah. llarried Ariel Aldrich. 
4. Silas. Not married. 
5. Justice. Not married. 
6. Sarah. Married Timothy Clark. 

whose son Joseph now lives on the 
home place. 

7. Anna. l\-Iarried Luther Brown. 
8. Thankful. Not married. 
9. I"ucy. Not married. 

WIL.LIAM WILLARD, ESQ., 

proprietor of Westminster in 1752 and 
1760, resident here as early as 1767. 
He was a son of Rev. Josiah Willard, 
slain by Indians at Rutland, Mass., in 
1723, and the fifth generation from 
Maj. Simon 'Willard, who came from 
England in 1634, and settled in Lan
caster, l\lass., and afterward in Con
cord, ]\tIas8., and had 9 sons and 8 
danghters, who married and left issue. 
The line is (1) Maj. Simon; (2) Jo
siah; (3) Samuel; (4) Joseph; (5) 
William. 

The mother of 'William, after the 
death of her husband, married Rev. 
Andrew Gardner (pastor,at Worcester, 
Mass., 1719-1722, Lunenburg, ]\tIass., 
1728-1732: afterwards removed to 
Winchester, N. H., where he died in 
1790, at an advaueed age). 

William joined the Fort, on the 
Great Meadows, in Putney, in 1755, 

was at Fort Dummer, 1756. He 
married Prudence, daughter of Col. 
Josiah 'Villard (Lancaster, ]\tIass.), 
who with his sons Josiah, Nathan, 
Oliver and Wilder, were proprietms of 
Westminster, but not residents here. 

WilHam settled at the fout of Wil
lard's or Clapp's Hill. He died in 1804, 
aged 83. Prudence died 1794, aged 
67, Their children were: 

1. Joseph, who had 2 sons and 3 
daughters. The daughters were Susan, 
Polly and Sophy. The sons, Josiah 
and Joseph, lived in 'Westminster. 

Several sons of Joseph, jr. (Joseph 
C., -Henry A. and Caleb C.), were pro
prietors of Willard's Hotel. Washing
ton, D. C. 

2. Billy, married Anna ---, and 
had 3 daughters: 

(1.) Belinda, married Stephen Row 
Bradh;y. 

(2.) ---, married Asa Green. 
(3.) Betsey, not married. 
3. Lyndes, married widow Silence 

]\tfcQuesten. Children: Samuel, 
Lyndes, Harry, John, Dan, Anna, 
Persis and Lavina. 

Samuel married Betsey ]\tlorrison and 
their sons and daughters are now living 
here (p. 580). 

DEA. JOHN SESSIONS, 

judge, justice of the peace, etc. His 
children were: 

1. Samuel; married Bragg, 2 child
ren: Julia Ann, married Rev. Dr. 
Thurston ofFall River, Mass. 'Vealthy, 
not married. 

2. ,Tohn, who had a son Samuel, 
who is a clergyman in Conn. 

3. Anna, married Dayid Foster, of 
Putney (p. 585). 

DICKINSON FAMILIES. 

Azariah, Dan and ,Tob. Their 
father, Azariah, died in Haddam, 1788, 

• 




58 VERMONT HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 618 

aged 79. Dan married Margaret Good
ell. Children: 

1. John (Orwell, Vt.); 3 children. 
2. Elizabeth, married Samuel Lord, 

of Putney, father to Zenas and 9 others. 
3. Dan, jr.; removed to the State of 

New York. Several children (p. 584). 
Azariah Dickinson died 1808, aged 

75. His wife, Temperance, died 1794, 
aged 60. Children: 

1. Azariah, died 1838, aged 72. 
2. David. 3. John. 4. Abrahltm, 

(Dummerston) . 
5. Cyrus, died 1846, aged 65; mar

ried (1) Lucy Adams, (2) Henrietta 
Chandler. By Lucy he had Harvey 
and Alvan. Alvan married Elizabeth 
Titcomb, and is father to Rev. C. A. 
Dickinson, Lowell, Mass. 

JOB DICKINSON 

settled on the Hunt place. Born 1777; 
died 1817. He married Rachel Ran
ney, daughter of Dca. Ephraim. Child
ren: 

1. .Job, married Rebecca Spencer. 
Children: Ira, Rosa, Julia, "Fanny, 
George, and Wealthy. 

2. Rachel, not married, died 1865, 
aged 85. 

3. Ephraim. 
4. Mary, married Keyes, of Putney. 
5. Rebecca, married Jazaniah Hunt. 
6. Ira, died young. 
7. Esther, married Heman Good

ridge. 
8. Hulda, not married. 

NEHEMIAH Me 1'I'"EIL 

died 1870, aged 52. Had two sons and 
two daughters. 

1. Mary, died 1848, aged 91. 
2. Anna, died 1844, aged 77. 
3. Nehemiah lived on the home place, 

died 1822, aged 63. 
4. John, married Abigail Gorham. 

Children: Hannah, Abigail, John, Jo
seph, Sarah, ]:Iary, Nancy (p. 585). 

CHARLES RICE 

came from Hardwick, Mass., in 1761, 
with his step-father, Capt. Jesse Burke. 
His father was killed by the Indians. 
He lived on the Luke Rice place j a car
penter, also had a grist-mill. He was 
many years a sexton; twice married 
and died 1830, aged 72. Children: 

1. Bathsheba, married Benj. Thresh
er; 8 children. 

2. Eliakim, married (1) Mary Webb, 
(2) Anna Lane. Children: Maria, 
Porte~, Mary, Luseba, Emeline, Luke. 

3. Mary, married Thos. Baldwin. 
Several children. 

4. Charles, not married. 

JOHN MORSE 

came from Sutton, Mass., about 1768, 
at about 16 years of age, died 1834, 
aged 82. He was the fourth generation 
from Anthony Morse, who came from 
England and settled in Newbury,Mass., 
in 1631, and a kinl?man of the same 
generation of Prof. Morse, 'inventor of 
the telegraph. John's father was I~en
jamin, alid his sister, Hannah, married 
Rev. Jos. Bullen, the second pastor of 
the church in Westminster (p. 584). 

John, married Hannah, daughter of 
Samuel Cone, and settled on the lot 
where the ,East Parish church now 
stands. He was a carpenter, farmer 
and a noted trapper. Children: 

1. .John,' married Lydia Lincoln. 
Children: Geo. Nelson and John Rowe, 
Samuel C., Albert A., Mark L. 

2. Samuel, Colonel of Westminster 
Militia, died 1834. He married 'Fan
ny Clark. Children; Samuel C., John 
D., Whipple, ,Royal T., Fanny E. 

3. 'Francis, married Nancy Fair
brother. Children: Adaline, Hiram, 
Lucia A., Wealthy, Richard. 

RICHARD FAIRBROTHER 

cam~ from Rhode Islaml; a soldier in 
the Revolutionary war. "Fearless and 
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courageous." Had a bullet shot through 
him at TrcntGn, and the top of his ear, 
and hair shot off. His children were 
John, Asa, Calvin, Amos, and Nancy. 

JAlIIES RICHARDSON. 

He married (1) --, (2) Molly 
Dodge, . He died 1819, aged 77. Ten 
children: 

t. Polly, married Jazaniah Hunt. 
2. John, married Betsey Goodridge. 

Children: Roxa, John Carlton. Electa. 
Amarilla. 

3. Charlotte, marrieq David V{ells, 
father to Allen, ete. 

4. James, married Lydia Betterly. 
Settled in Ohio; 4 children. 

5. Nathan, married (1) Sally Col
burn, (2) Lydia Beckwith. Children: 
Derastus and T~aurinda. Derastus mar
riee Eleanor l~ane. Children: Ama
rilla, Rebecca, Ellen, ,John, Ithamar, 

.,.'" Lucius . 
6. Mercy, not married. 
7. Elias, not married. 
8. Sally, not married. 
9. T~yman, married Harmony DUll

ham. Three children: Lorenzo, Ri
ley, Harriet. 

10. Pamelia, married Alfred Ripley 
(p.586). 

JOSH{;A STODDARD 

was from Connecticut. He married 
Sarah Humphrey. Children: 

1. Hannah, married Levi Peck. 
2. Joshua. married a Lawrence, of 

Sutton, Vt. Children: .Joshua, Phin
eas, Frederick, Gracia, Abigail, Ann, 
ctc. 

3. Daniel (Sutton, Vt., thence to 
Ohio). Twice married. 

4. Ebenezer, went to Canada; had 
several children. 

5. Ezra, married Jerusha Goodell. 
Went to Sutton, Vt. Children: Ma
rilla, Harvey, Abiel, Sylvester, Abi
gail, Ezra, Abishai. 

6. Isaac, married Miriam Parsons, 
and had John, James, and two daugh
ter~. 

7. Amasa, married Anna, daughter 
of Lyndes Willard, and had Joshua and 
Ezra. 

8. John, married Mary Hendrick, 
and had Reuben, Melinda, Humphrey, 
Sarepta, Salina, and Prosper. 

9. Keziah, married Amasa Wash
burn, of Putney, and had }Iinerva, 
Thirza, Sarah, Amasa. 

10. Rhoda, married Moses Webster, 
of Bethel, Vt., and had several child
ren (p. 589). 

SAlIIUEL PHIPPEN 

settled on Phippen Hill. Samuel, jr., 
Jonathan Atwater, an!l Joseph were 
probably his sons. 

JONATHAN ATWATER PHIPPEN 

died 8 July, 1827. He married Mary, 
daughter of Asa Averill; 7 children: 

1. Clark; had by his wife Betsey, 6 
children. 

2. Anna. 
3. Priscilla, married - Wood. 
4. Mary, married Joseph Ide, of 

Sheffield, Vt. No children. Died 1848. 
5. Hannah, married Ira Kittredge, 

and had George, Lucia A., and Milo. 
6. David, married Hannah Sargent, 

and had Anna, l\Iary, Rodney A., Nar
cissa, Electa R., Ruth H., Sarah 1., 
Margaret L. 

7. Samuel, married Betsey Drew, of 
Burke, Vt. Eight children: Fannie, 
l\Iary, Lucius, etc. (p.588). 

DEA. NATHANIEL ROBINSON. 

Keziah, his wife, died, 23 Aug., 
1795, aged 68. They had [} sons and 
several daughters. 

1. Reuben, a soldier in the Revolu
tion. He married (1779) Abigail Burke, 
and had Sarah, Eli, Lucy and Release. 
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2. Nathan lived on Tully Clark's 
pliwe. 

B. Noah, who removed to Stowe, 
had children: Samuel, John, Joseph (a 
physician), Daniel, and Cynthia (p. 
589). 

4. Ezekiel. (Stowe, Vt.) 
5. Titus. (West Parish; thence to 

New Orleans. 

DR. ELKANAH DAY, 

a prominent man, camc to the County 
Convention at Westminster to look into 
the monetary affairs of the county, pre
vious to the session of 6 June, 1775. 
Delegate to the meeting of the County 
Committee of Safety, held here in June, 
1776, and was chosen clerk. 

In 1780, Maj. Elkanah Day was one 
of a committee to consider the feasi
bilit~ of a new government formed by 
a unIOn of Eastern Vermont and West
ern Xew Hampshire. He attended 
French at the time of the massacre' 
wa~ one of those who opposed the Sta~ 
Militia law in 1779, and was fined £40. 
He was, with John Sessions, a Repre
sentative in the New York Assembly in 
1779, and Senator in 1781. Major of 
Southern Regiment, 1778; Adjutant 
under Gen. Ethan Allen, 1782; Sher
iff, 1786 and '87; High Sherifi' of 

3. Eleanor, married Derastus Rich
ardson. 

4. Anna, married Eliakim Rice. 
5. Erastus, married Fanny Dickin

son, and had George and Ann. 
6. Maria, married Peres Clark. Chil

dren: Sophia, Guy, Lucinda, Louis, 
Eugene, and Scott. 

7. Esther. married Daniel Upton -
(~Iilwaukee.Wis.). Children: Martha, 
Mary A., Henry, etc. 

JACOB ABBE, 

marricd (1765) Sarah Richardson, and 
had in"W estminster, children: Sarah 
(1767), Daniel (1769), Nathan (1771), 
Zarriah (177B), Jacob (1778), Elipha 
(1780), Anna (1784). 

DEA. ABIEL GOODEI,I" 

-Here. in 1780; came from Pomfret, 
Ct.; lived on the Piltney line. He 
married Margaret, widow of Dan. 
Dickinson; 8 children: 

1. Abigail, married (1) Hezekiah 
Sanderson, (2) Levi Ware. 

~. Abishai (Rockingluu:r!:) j several 
chIldren: Anna, William, George, etc. 

B. Margaret, died young. 
4. Jerusha, married Ezra Stoddard. 

. 5. Abiel (Dea.), married Mary Good. 
rIdge. Children: William, Ira, Dan, 

Windham County, 1782-87 (p. 590).1 Mary, Fanny, Ann (married Rev. Mr. 

JOHN LANE 

came from South Hadley, Mass., about 
1779; settled on Wellington Hill; an 
educated man i had been a teacher. He 
married a Jennings, and had: 

Jonathan, who married Anna, daugh
ter of Capt. Azariah Wright, and had 
7 children. 

1. !thamar, married Lucinda, daugh
ter of Scotto Clark, and had Henry C., 
who married Mary Nutting. 

2. Rebecca, married Otis Smith i 
lived near the Joseph Wright place. 

Graves). 
6. William (Rev.), married Mary 

Arms. Pastor, Grafton, Trenton, N. J. 
Children: Ebenezer and a daughter. 

....,7. Simeon (M. D.), Nelson, N. H., 
married (1) a ~lelville, (2) --- and 
had Simon (Baptist minister). 

8. Anna; married Hezekiah Abbey; 
several children. 

BENJAMIN GOODRIDGE 

came from Middleton, Mass., soon afwr 
his son, Benjamin, jr., with whom he 
lived." He and his three sons were in 
the battle of Bunker Hill. He lived 
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on Hocky Hill, and afterwards near the LEVI PECK 

Joseph W ri~ht place. He married 
Mary Redington, and had 4 sons and 3 
daughters: Benjamin, Asa, Thomas, 
Levi. Levi lived here awhile. 

Benjamin, jun., born in Boxford, 
Mass., 21 July, 1746, and died 1805, 
aged 59. Came here about 1782, from 
Keene, N. H. He married (1) Han
nah Pingry (born 1764, died 1790). 
Children: Alpheus, Betsey, Polly, Ira, 
Har.nah, Heman, Matilda. He mar
ried (2) widow Polly Cooper (med 1847, 
aged 89), and had Riley, }iatilda and 
Sally. 

1. Alpheus, born Coxhall, N. Y., 
1772 ; settled in Ogden, N . Y. He mar
ried Hopeful Crook; 9 or 10 children: 

2. Betsey, born Coxhall, N. Y., 
1774, died ·Westminster, 1862, aged 87. 
She married .John Richardson, of lVest
minster. 

3. Polly I born Keene, N. H., 1777, 
married Dea. Abiel Goodell, of West
minster; died 1834. 

4. Ira, born Keene, N. H., 1780; 
married Chloe Soule; lived in Ma~8ena, 
N. Y.; 6 or 7 children. 

4. Hannah, born Westminster, 1782, 
died 1869, aged 86. She married Ar
temus Pierce, IJondonderry; 8 or 9 
children. 

6. Heman, born \Vestminster, 1785, 
died 1856, aged 71. He married (1) 
Delia Slack, and had Lorenzo and 
Horace. He married (2) Esther Dick.. 

:.. 	 inson, and had Herman H, Octavia, 
and Anstin. 

7. Hiley, born 1795, died at Council 
Bluffs, Ia. His widow died at Peter
boro, N. H. 

8. Matilda, born 1797, married a 
Gilmore and went West. 

9. Sally, born 1799, married a Gil
more. Went to Seymour, Ind. Died 
1865. 

came from Massachusetts abont 1778 ; 
born 1757, died 1835. He was a de"
cendaut of Joseph Peck, who came over 
in the ship Ipswich, 1638, and settled 
in Hingham, MaRS. The line is; 1. 
Joseph j 2. Joseph, jr.; 3. Jethniel; 
4. Ichabod j 5. 	Solomon; 6. Levi. 

Levi, married Hannah, daugbter of 
,Joshua Stoddard, and had Ara, Uri, 
Shubael, Rhoda, and Mira. 

1. Ara, married (1) Phmbe J\fit.ch
ell, (2) Mary Pierce. Went w West
moreland, N. H., and thence to Salina, 
N. Y.; 2 children. 

2. ITri, married Asenath Powers. 
Children: Levi, Susan, Wealthy. Phi
lena, Solomon, ITriah, 'Varren, Irene, 
Melinda, James, and William. 

3. Shubael, married Thirza Wheeler. 
Children: Sandford, Clarissa, Orestes, 
Charles, Hannah, and Ellen. 

4. Rhoda, married Daniel Fisher, 
Hinsdale, N. H. Several children. 

5. J\iira, not married. 

ELEAZER lfA.Y, 

son of Hev. Eleazer May, of Haddam, 
Ct. Came here in 178fJ, and lived with 
Mr. Cone, on the Upper Street. He 
kept store for a time, and built the one 
now standing, and was afterwards in 
company with Mark Hichards. He died 
in 1845, aged 78. He married Cynthia 
House of Andover, Ct. Children: 
James, Clarissa, Harriet, Mary A., 
Julia, Nancy, John, ·William, and 
Henry. 

James, married 	Eveline Moore. 
Clarissa, married Phineas Wales. 
Harriet, married Rev. Horace Fletch

er, D. D. 
Mary Ann, married Gov. Fletcher. 
Julia, married Dr. Hoyt, St. Johns

bury. 
William (physician), married Thayer. 
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Nancy, married }\'lartin Butterfield. 
Jolin, married Catherine V ose. 
Henry, married (1) Willard (2) 

Farr. 

THOMAJ,. MESSER 

came from Marlow, N. H., in 1790. 
Had 6 daughters; two died young. 

Hannah, married Ellery Albee. 
Lydia, married Isaac Cobb. 
Nancy, married Sumner Albee. 
Veranda. married Fletcher, of New. 

York. 

ARNOLD l<'A~IILY. 

4. Joel Ranney Arnold, born 25 Apr., 
1794; married Julia Arnold. He 
graduated at Middlebury College. Stud
ied medicine and practised a short time. 
Studied theology with Rev. S. Sage, 
and his brother, Seth Shaler, and was 
ordained at Chester, N. H., where he 
remained 12 or 14 years, then went to ,-
Colchester, Ct. Children: Joel Ran
ney, a lawyer in "\Yilliamantic, Ct.. 
John L., Seth Shaler, Edward A., 
Henry A., .Julia M., Luther H., Fan
ny L., Natllaniel, William, George. 

5. Phcebe, born 29 Jan., 1798; mar
ried Isaac Holton, a teacher and law-

Seth ~nd Esther (Ranney) Arnold Iyer. Several children. . 

had 7 chIldren: 
1. Seth Shaler, born Feb. 22, 1788. 

He was a graduate of Middlebury Col
lege, 1812; studied theology with Rev. 
]\1r. Breckenridge, 'Yashillgton, D. C., 
and Rev. S. Sage, of "Westminster; 
pastor Congregational Church, Alstead, 
N. H., 1816-1834; acting pastor ill 
'Yalpole, N. H., 'Yestminster, New
fane, 'Vardsboro, Saxton's River, 'Vest
minster West, Springfield, and Caven
dish, in Vermont; and in Troy, 
'Vestmoreland, Langdon, Charleston, 
G nity, Lempster, Alstead and Roxbury, 
in New Hampshire; also in 'Vest Hali 
fax, and West Townshend, in Vermont. 
He married (1) Ann House, (2) Naomi 
Hitcheock. Children: Mary Ann, mar
ried Rev. A. Stevens, D. D., Sophia, 
died young, Olivia, married Gage, 
Caroline, married Esq. Waite. 

2. Ambrose Tyler Arnold, born 19 
Nov., 1790; married Priscilla Farnum, 
an adopted daughter of Joel Ranney. 
Children: Ambrose, married Catherine 
Cone, and Fenelon, married Amanda 
Richards. 

3. Esther, born 3 Sept., 1792; mar
ried (1) John F. Hills, (2) Benjamin 
Smith. Children: David A. Hills, 
and a daughter, died in infancy. 

6. Olivia, born 31 Oct., 1800; dIed 

young. 
7. Abigail, born 17Nov., 1804; died 

1869; not married (p. 605), 

JOHN GROUT. 


A descendant of Capt. John Grout, 

of 'Yatertown, born in 1765 j came -., 
here from Spencer, Mass., about 1785 
or 6, and settled in the south part of the 
town. He died here Nov. 11, 1843. 
He was a soldier in the Revolution. 
He married Elizabeth Gpham. Chil
dren: Hannah, John, Zeruiah, Daniel, 
Isaac, Abigail, Joseph, Lewis, Eliza, 
Betsey, Sylvester, Sally, and Nancy. 

1. Hannah, married Israel Keyes. 
2. John. Children: Lewis (Yale Col i 

lege and Andover Sem., Missionary A. I 
B. C. 1<'. M.), Adamantha (Dartmouth 
College, Gnion Theological Seminary), 
Henry M. (Williams College, and Theo
logical Seminary), and five others. 

3. Abigail, married Harvey Bliss. 
Had Edwin and Isaac and a danghter, iwho married n,ev. Mr. Van Lennep, all 
missionaries to Turkey, and a danghter, I 
Mrs. Montgomery, a missionary in the 
West. 

4. Sylvester, married Cassandra 
Grout j 4 daughters. 

~ 
'". -.;r.... 

I 
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SCOTTO CLARK 

came with his brother Barnabas, from 
Cape Cod, about 1794. He married 
Sarah Sears. Children: Peres, Pa. 
bence, Reuben, Henry, Fessenden, LU-I 
cinda, Heotto, Sophronia, Cleopatra, 
Perez, and Tully. The Clarks are 

descendants of the Winslows of the 
Mayflower. 

CENSUS 0)<' Wl<:STMINSTER. 

1791, 1601; 1800, 1942; 1810, 
1925; 1820, 1794; 1830, 1737; 1840, 
1556 i 1850, 1722; 1885, 1377. 

MEMBERS OF CONGRESS. 

Stephen R. Bradley, 1791-94. 
Stephen R. Bradley, 1801-13. 
William C. Bradley. 1813-27. 
Mark Richards, 1817-21. 

VERMONT LEGISLATURE. 

Thomas Chandler, Speaker, 1778. 
Stephen R. Bradley, Speaker, 1785. 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

met at Westminstl·r, 1780, 1783,1789, 
1803. 

JUDGES OF Sl.'PRElIIE COURT. 

Stephen R. Bradley, 1788. 
Lot Hall, 1794-1800. 

COUNCILLORS, 1778-1835. 

Benjamin Burt, 1799. 
Eliakim Spooner, 1802-7. 
William C. Bradley, 1812. 
Mark Richards, 1813 and 1815. 

COUNTY OFFICJ<;ns, 1778-1850. 

Benjamin Burt, Justice, 1786-1802. 
Elkanah Day, Slleriif, 1786-7. 
Mark Richards, Sheriff, 1806-10. 
William C. Bradley, State's Attorney, 

1806-11. 

MEMBERS OF CONSTITUTIONAL CONVEN

TION. 

Ellery Albee, 1828. 

Timothv Field 1836 
• , . 

Nathan G. Pierce, 1843. 
David G.orham, 1850. 

WINDH.UI COUNTY COURT. 

John Sessions, Chief Justice, 1781-4. 
Benj. Bllrt, Assistant Judge, 1781-3. 
S. R; Bradley, Assistant Judge, 1783. 
Benj. Burt, Assistant Judge, 1783-5. 
S. R. Bradley, State's Atty., 1781, '82, 

and '85. F. J. F. 

COKGREGATIOKAL CHURCH. 

1870-·1885. 

lW ])EA. R. S. SAFFOR]). 

September, 1885.-Present number 
of members of the ChUI'ch, 102. Pres
ent number of Sunday School, 163. 

Superintendents of Sunday Schools 
since 1870 are Dea. R. S. Safford, 
Dea. Geo. F. Herriek, Dea. Austin 
Goodridge, H. A. Willard, Dr. W. L. 
Hoisington. 

Dea. S. S. Stoddard died since 1870. 

Dea. R. S. Safford, Geo. F. Herriek, 

Austin Goodridge chosen since 1870; 

Rev. Mr. Fairbanks left here April, 
1871. 

Pastors and acting pastors since then 
are Rev. O. S. Morris, Rev. P. F. Bar-
nard, Rev. 1. L. Sewall. 

SAGE ELECTION SERlIWN. 

I I have found a remnant of one of the 
Ellery Albee, Judge Probate, 1838-46'1 sermons of Re,'. }}Ir. Sage. There are 
Timothy H. Hall, Sheriff, 1844-46. 24 pages left, and the title page is as 
Timothy II. Hall, Sheriff, 1848. follows: 

,
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"A 

SERMOX 

(}eUvere(} befol'e his Excellency 

the Goyernor, 

The Honorable 

Council 

and 

HOtl.~e of Representatives 

of the 

state of VerIDont, 

at 

'\Vestminstel' 

on the day of the 

Anniversary Election 

October 13, 1803, 

BY SYLVESTER SAGE, A. M. 

Pastor of the First Church in Westminster. 

Windsor: 

Printed by AWen Spooner. 

In General Assembly, Oct. 14th, 

1803 : 
Resolved. That a committee of three 

be appointed to wait on the Rev. Mr. 
Sage, and respectfully presen~ him with 
the thanks of' the General Assemblv for 
his election sermon delivered yeste;day, 
and request a copy thet'eof for the press. 

l\tlembers chosen, Leland, Butler and 
OIds. 

Extract from J ourna!. 
Attest: ANTHONY HASWELL, 

Clerk." 

The three sermons of Mr. Sage 
which were given to the press were his 
:Farewell Sermon at Braintree, his Elec
tion Sermon and his Sermon at the In
stallation of Hev. Jesse Townshend, 
and I do not know if any are in ex
istence, except this remnant I have 

found. 

HEPRESENTATIVES. 

1778-1884. 

BY R. S. SAFFORD. 

The town has been represented for 
94 years; and has had two represen
tatives in the years 1780, '81 and '83. 
Stephen R. Bradley served with N a
thaniel Robinson in 1780; in 1781, 
Benjamin Burt with Stephen R. Brad
ley; and in 1783, Elijah Ranney with 
John Tuthill; viz. : 

Nathaniel Hobinson, n78, '79, '80; 
Stephen R. Bradley, 1780, '81, '84,'85, 
Speaker in 1785, '88, '90, 1800; Ben
jamin Burt, 1781, '86, '96, '97; John 
Norton, 1782; John Tuthill and Elijah 
Ranney, 1783; John Sessions, 1787; 
Lot Hall, 1789, '91, '92, 1808; Eli:,,
kim Spooner, 1793, '94, 95; Mark 
Richards, 1801, '02, '04, '24, '26, '28, 
'32, '34; Ephraim Ranney, jr.. 1803, 
'05; William C. Bradley, 1806,'07,'19, 
'52; Eleazer J\1ay, 1809, '10, '36; 
Isaiah ElI:ton, 1811; Daniel Mason, 
1812, '13, '14, '29; Gideon Warner, 
1815, '16, '17, '25 ; Benjamin Ranney. 
1818; Samuel J\1asou, 1820; Ellery 
Albee, 1821, '22, '30, '46, '48; Elijah 
Ranney, jr., 1823; Ebenezer Goodell, 
1827; John Smith, 1833; 1835, none; 
David Allen, 1837; S. S. Stoddard, 
1838; Alvin Goodell, 1839, '41, '49; 
John McNeill, 1840, '44; .Joel Page, 
1842. 

-.-.--..-.--..~~----..~ 
-~~----.. 

THE FIRST TOWN OFFICERS. 

BY HENRY C. LANE, TOWN CLERK. 

The officers of the town chosen at 
the first town meeting, of which any 
record is preserved, Mar. 15, 1784, are 
as follows: 

:Moderatol'-John Sessions. 

Town Clerk-John Tuthill. 

.Ii 
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Selectmen-Nathaniel Robinson,Esq., 
Capt. Ephraim Ranney and David 
Heaton. 

Treasurer-John Norton. 
Constables- Edward Good;tle and 

Benjamin ,Goodrich. 
Listers-Capt.John Brailey,Job Dick

inson and 1\'Iedad Wright. 
Collectors-John Wells, jr. and Lem

uel Cone. 

'15, '19; Edward Goodell, 1809; Wi!
liam C. Bradley, 1810; Elijah Ranney, 
jr., 1811; Benjamin Ranney, 1812; 
Isaiah Eaton, 1813, '14, '18, '20, '21, 
'26; Ebenezer Goodell, 1816, 17, '23, 
27; Ellery Albee, 11325, '34, '35, '42, 
'43, '44; Ezra T. Cone, 1828 j John 
Smith, 1829, '30, '31; Jared Goodell, 
1832; Joel Page, 1833; Alvan Good-
ell, 1826, '37,. '51; John C. Richard-

Tithing-Men-John Holt and Joseph son, 1838, ,'46, '52; Russell Ranney. 
Willard. 

Grand Juror&-John Wise and Eben
ezer Holton. 

Hog Wards-Israel Ide and Charles 
Rice. 

1839, '47; James Titcomb, 1840; Ira 
Goodhue, 1841, '49, '53; Edward· R. 
Campbell, 1843; John Minard, 1845 ; 
Horace W. Stone, 1850; S. S. Stod
dard, 1854 ; Edward Hall,1855 ; James 

HorseBrander-Capt.BenjaminWhit- May, 1856; Ambrose Arnold, 1858; 
ney. George Campbell, 1859; John C. Rieh-

Sealer Weights and Measures-Joseph ardson, 1860; Freeman Gorham,1861 ; 
Ide. 

Fence Viewers-Asa Averill, Capt. 
Benjamin Whitney and Stanton Rich
ardson. 

Overuers of Higltways-Capt. Benj. 
Burt, Samuel Phippen, Joseph Irwin, 
Azariah Dickinson, William Crook, 
Joshua Wells, JabezGoodale, Wm. 
Hide, Ensign Nathan Robinson. 

Petit Jurors-Billy Willard, James 
Crawford, Jabez Perry, Asa Averill, 
Eldad Hitchcock, Abial Goodale, J olm 
Holt, Ensign Nathan Robinson, Joseph 
Ide, Thomas Baldwin. 

POlmd Keeper-Capt. Jesse Burt. 

FIRST SELECTMEN. 

Capt. Benj. Burt, 1785, '91; Capt.~ 
Ephraim Ranney, 1786; Ji:liakim 
Spooner, 1787; John Sessions, 1788, 
'94, 1802, '03; Stephen R. Bradley, 
1789; Lot Hall, 1790, '92; Aaron 
'Wales, 1793; David Clark, 1794, '95 j 

Reuben Atwater, 1796, '99; Elijah 
Ranney, 1798, 1806, '07; J abez Paine, 
1800 j Mark Richards, 1801, '22, '24 ; 
Benjamin Smith, 1804; 1\fatthias Gor
ham, 1805; Aaron Hitchcock, 1808, 

1'63, '77; D. A. DeWolfe, 1862 i Fen
elon Arnold, 1864, '66 j Ira Goodhue, 
1865, '67; Henry C. Lane, 1868, '70 
to '76, '78; D. C. Gorham, 1869; D. 
C. Wright, 1880 to 1885. 

TOWN CLERKS. 

Elkanah Day, 1785; John Tuthill, 
1786; Stephen R. Bradley, 1787, '88, 
'89; John Sessions, 1790, '91, '92; 

•Reuben Atwater, 1793 to 98; Gideon 
Warner, 1799 to 1803, '05, '07 to '09 ; 
William C. Bradley, 1804, '06; Syl
vester Sage, 1810,"12, '14, '16, '18, 
'20, '22,.'24, '26, '28, '30, '34, '36,'40; 
Timothy Field, 1811, '13,'~5,'17, '19, 
'21,'23,'25,'27,'29,'31,'33, '35, '37, '89, 
'41, '43; Pliny Safford, 1842, '44, '46, 
'48, '52, '54, '56, '58, '60, '62; Daniel 
Campbell, 1845, '47, '49, '51; N. T. 
Sheafe, 1850; Peyton Ranney, 1853, 
'55; Homer Goodhue, 1857, '59, '61, 
'63, '65, '67, '69; S. S. Stoddard, 
1864, '70 to '81 j Henry C. Lane, 1882 
to 1885, present incumbent. 

[It will be seen in the above list that 
Sylvester Sage and Timothy Field 
were alternately every other year town 
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clerk for 30 successive years; Sage in 
all the years an even number; Field in 
all the years an odd number, and one 
year after Sage had surrendered the 
field, and that one year over the num
ber of Sage, not the successive year, 
but in the next year of an odd number; 
Field receiving the honor of holding 
the pen of the town one year the long
Qat. Pliny Safford steps'in when Sage 
drops out and holds the ground every 
,other year for 22 years, save one, when 
It Sheafe drops in his field one year
plucked out the next. In 1870, the 
idea of permanency of the candidate 
in office first prevailed. S. S. Stoddard 
is retained, the first man for two suc
cessive years in the office, for 11 years. 
The present town clerk is serving his 
fourth successive year.-ED.] 

POSTMASTERS. 

In early days, Hon. J. D. Bradley 
was postmaster, but at what date is not 
known. Dr. Pliny Safford was post
master from about 1830 to 1856; Be
linda Lovejoy was his predecessor, but 
for how many years is not known. 
After Plir;y Safford, Henry C. Lane• 
served to 1860 ; then Clark Chase until 
1870; then Austin Goodridge until 
1885, and now B. F. Sleeper is post
master. 

The pres",nt population is 1377; pre
sent grand list, $8548.44. 

SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS. 

Past Superintendents: Rev. Alfred 

Stevens, Henry Morse, John B. Morse, 
Rev. P. T. Barnard; Present: Dr.1V. 
L. Hoi~iDgton. 
THE ARMY BOYS BJ;RIED IN THE EAST 

PARISH AND IN THE NEW CE1IETERY. 

Artemas Ellis, Ambrose Fairbrother, 
Oscar Parker, Milton Pierce, Roswell 
Whitney, Ithamar Richardson, Peter 
Good, ,John Keach. 

The bonntiC!; and expenses of the war 
of the rebellion' amounted to about 
$27,000. H. c. L. 

JOHN AVERILL. 

Born 1711, died 2 Sept., 1797, aged 
86. ~Iary, his wife, born 1714, died 
18 Sept., 1809, aged 95; came here in 
1751 (p. 577). 

ASA AVERILL, 

son of John, born 1739, died 25 Aug., 
1825, aged 86. He married (3) Betsey, 
the widow of Patrick WalL He lived 
on the Whittle place. Children: 

1. Obed, eldest ion of Asa Averill, 
married Susan Lyman; 8 children, viz! 
Phoobe, married Nathan Marvin, Sus
an, married (1) John Johnson, (2) Eph. 
Smith, Persis, married Jam'es Tower, 
Anna, died at the age of 18, Asa, died 
young, Hannah, died young, Obed, 
married Harriet Wright, grand-daugh
ter of "Uncle Azariah," David, mar
ried Pully Wright, sister to Harriet. 

2. Asa,jr. 
3. David, died young. 
4. ~lo11y, married Atwater Phippen. 
5. Experience, married Abraham 

Nutting. 
6. Anna, married John Averill, son 

of John Averill, jr. 
7. Mercy, married Josiah Davis; 9 

or 10 children. 
8. Sally. 

JOHN AVERILL, JR., 
died 22 .July, 1835, aged 87. Chil- 1 
dren: .... 

1. John, born 17 Nov., 1788. "An 
upriO'htand honorablemau." He mar
ried o(1) Anna, daughter of Obed Aver

ill, and (2) Rhoda Wales. Children: 
Columbusand Anna by the first mar

riage, and several by the second. 
2. Daniel, born 16 Mar., 1781, died 

1 Aug., 1853, aged 73. "A very good 
man." He married ,(1) Betsey Vent, 
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and (2) Zilpah, daughter of Eleazer 
Harlow; 2 children by the first mar
riage, who died young. 

S. Hannah, not married. 
4, J otham, born 1783; not married. 
5. Olive, married a Heald, of Ches

ter, Vt. 

OLIVER AYERILL, 

married and settled in Northfield,· Vt., 
where his descendants n'lW live. 

ANNA AYEIULL, 

the first person born in Westminster, 
autumn of 1751, married Amos (?) 
Carpenter, and lived awhile on Rocky 
Hill. 

REV. FRANCIS J. FAIRBANKS, 

son of Emory and Eunice (Hayward) 
Fairbanks, was born Sept. 8, 1835, in 
Ashburnham, l\iass. He married, May 
1, 1865, Abbie S. Russell, of Asburn
ham. 

Children: Ernest Hayward, Fran
cis Joel, Alice Russell, George Stevens, 
Herbert Stockwell. 

Mr. Fairbanks graduated at Amherst 
College, 1862; Princeton Theologic!tl 
Seminary, 1863; Union Theological 
Seminary 1 1864; and was licensed 
by Worcester North Association, 1\'1ay, 
18il3. He supplied the Congregational 
Church at Westminster, Vt., 1 .:\clay to 
1 Sept., 1863. He commenced per
manent labor there June, 1864; was 
ordained and installed Aug. 31, 1864; 
dismissed May, 1871. He was acting 
pastor at Ayer, Mass., 1 Jan., 1872, to 
1 Jan., 1874; at Paxton, }\fass., 1 
Apr., 1874, to 1 Sept., ]877; at West 
Boylston, Mass., 1 Sept., 1877, to 1 
Apr., 1885. 

He has been acting pastor at Sey
mour, Ct., since ll\Iay, 1885. 

His publications are: "A Sermon 
on the War," in 1864, in the Bel/ott's 

.. See Yol. IV., p. 618, In this work.-ED. 

Falls Tim(JJJ, "History of Westminster, 
Vt.," for the VermoutH'istoncal Gazeteer 

[this same], also. a considerable amount 
of miscellaneous correspondt.nce con
tributed for the newspapers. F. J.F. 

HON. EDMUND BURKE. 

BY M. E. GODDAltn, OF NORWlCli. 

Edmund Burke·was born at West
minster, Jan. 23, 1809, and died at 
Newport, N. H., Jan. 25, 1882. He 
was the son of Elijah Burke, and the 
sixth of a family of 9 children. 

He pursued classical studies under 
Chief Justice Bellows, of Walpole, N. 
H., and studied htw with Hon.)Vm. C. 
Bradley, of )Vestminster. 

Immediately after his admission to 
the bar he removed to N. H., where he 
practiced his profession and edited a 
newspaper, settling at Newport, the 
county seat of ~ullivan county. He 
was elected to Congress at the March 
election, 1839, and served as a repre
sentative, 1840-'46. For a time he 
edited a Democratic newspaper at Nash
ville, Tenn. He was Commissioner of 
Patents under Gen. Polk's administra
tion. 

During the remainder of his life he 
resided at Newport and his counsel and 
services were in great request as a pat
ent lawyer. He was esteemed one of 
the first authorities in the country in all 
that relates to the subject of patents. 

The facts stated, I have taken from 
a biographical sketch of Hon. Edmund 
Burke, in a pamphlet lately printed at 
Concord, N. H., by the Republican 
Press Association of N. H., and con
taining the proceedings of that Associa
tion at their 14th and 15th annual 
meetings. Reference may be had to 
said pamphlet for fuller details concern
ing l\Ir. Burke . 
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DR.. WILLIAM MAY of consumption, April 25, 1882. He 

d' d h' 'd . PIN Y left a widow, two sons and four daugh-Ie at IS reSl ence III a myra, ' " . 
ters. One daughter marrIed Hon.Wm.ept., 1865, age d 57 , H e was a son . . _ 

· P. DIllingham, of Waterbury; one son, 
S 10 
of the Iate El~ eazer May, 0 f W es mm-t 

h' h 1_ h b' C. H. Shipman, is a shoe-dealer atster, at w lC prn,ce e was orn Ill. • 
,... II t I! MontpelIer, Rev. }fr. ShIpman wast a e vO lour1808. He en ere d Y I ege a . . 

. . t' th t highly esteemed in his denommatlOn as teen, passmg an examma IOU a ex- . . 
h'b' d t' d' tIl -t a preacher, [Fmm obttuary.]1 lte a rare prepara IOn an III e ec:
ual development. He graduated with BARNEY GRANTEES. 

the honors of that institution. He cum- Joseph and Jonathan Barney (page 
menced the study of medicine with Dr. 564). We have the following from 
Alpheus Fletcher, of Cavendish, com- J\:layor Barney, of Stowe, Vt.: 
pleting his studies in the Berkshire 
Medical College, at Pittsfield, Mass. 
He practiced a number of years with 
Dr. Fletcher. In 1831, he came, says 
the Palmyra Courier, to Palmyra, and 
was many years a partner with the late 
Dr. D. D. Hoyt in a suceessful prac. 
tice. Since the death of the latter he 
continued his services here, and outside 
of his profession was esteemed as a 
gentleman of intelligence and brilliancy 
among the educated of his class. He 
left a wife and three children. 

The way the Barneys came into Ver
mont strange enough is by Joseph Bar
ney, of Taunton, or Rehoboth, buying, 
with others, the town of '\Vestminster 
of the Governor of Massachusetts. No 
Barney, however, ever lived in West
minster, but almost in every other town. 
The first settlement I know of in the 
State was made by a Barney, on an 
island near Brattleboro,1741 (or 9). 
He left and I have not been able to 
trace him. 

I have the names of their wives and 
Before his removal to Palmyra, he· children, marriages, births and deaths, 

practiced several years after first re
ceiving his diploma at Berkshire, with 
Dr. Fletcher, his first instructor in his 
profession. 

JAlI[ES MAY, 

a prominent citizen of Westminster, 
died April, 1877, aged 79. He was a 
brother-in-law of cx-Governor Ryland 
Fletcher. 

REV. ISAIAH SHIPMAN, 

born in town, Oct. 15, 1810, was Ad
vent pastor at Sugar Hill, N. H., in 
1845; called toWorcester, Mass.,1850 j 
health failing, returned to Sugar Hill in 
1851; remained there till 1867, and 
alld then took charge at ,\Vaterbury, Vt. 
till 1869, when he gaye up his charge 
and went South a year. In 1870, he 
s~ttled in Lisbon, N. H., where he died 

from the town clerk of Rehoboth. Hon. 
W. W. Barney, lately member of the 
Legislature from Guilford, has every 
record down to this day of Capt. John 
Barney's family. I have also much 
about the Grow family; they came from 
Pomfret, Ct. 

Gov. Chittenden's daughter, that 
married Th08. Barney, came to Arling
ton married, so I suppose they must 
have been married in Salisbury, Ct. 
(Litchfield County). We do not yet 
know the name of this Thomas' father 
but presume it was Joseph Barne (the 
old way of spelling our name) of Ash
ford, near Pomfret, Ct. (Windham 
County). If not, it wab a descendant 
of Mary Danforth Barney, of Taunton, 
named after ller brother Thomas, of 
Norwich, Ct., grand-niece of Nicholas 
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Danfo.rth, first president o.f Maine, un-I Page 39; The day was o.ne o.f the 
del' the King. . lo.veliest in June, a day o.f jo.yful re~un-

Co.nstantine was descended fro.m io.n. Fo.rmer pasto.rs, absent members 
Elizabeth --- o.f Swansea, 0.1' 'West o.f the church, fo.rmer residents o.f the 
Haven, Wales, a great friend o.f Ro.ger place; a go.o.dly representatio.n fro.m the 
Williams (Felt's Hist. o.f Salem, 263). West Parish church; fo.rmer pasto.rs : 
The peculiarities o.f Uranius' father, as Rev. S. S. Arno.ld, o.f Ascutneyville, 
mentio.ned in yo.ur history, came in with who.se venerable form spo.ke the neal~ 

the marriage o.f Jo.seph Barney to. Co.n- appro.ach o.f foursco.re years; Rev .. VV. 
stance S!!-ndries (o.rSanders as the name H. Gilbert, N o.rwalk, Ct., pasto.r o.f the 
is written also.) grand-parents o.f Co.n- church 20 years ago.; Rev . A. B. Fo.s
stantine, who.se mo.ther was Elsie vVhea-1 ter,fro.m Orange, Mass. Clergymen and 
ton, o.f the celebrated family o.f that Ifriends from abro.ad beside the o.rato.r o.f 
name.
'VM; BARNEY, A.1\1., Harvard Co.llege. 


CENTENNIAl.. ANNIVERSARY 

OF THE CORGREGATIo.NAL CHURCH OF 
WESTMINSTER. 

Comrm:ttee of the Church-Dea. Pliny 
Saffo.rd, M. D., Dea. Jo.hn McNeil, 
Sylvester Gro.ut, Austin Goo.dridge and 
J. P. Davis. 

Com:m.ittee of the So~ety-J. C. Rich
ardso.n, F. Arno.ld, D. C. Wright. 

S. S. Sto.ddard, Esq., R eoord£ng Sec· 

?·etary. 

Rev. F. J. Fairbanks, Corresponding 
Secretary. 

ANNIVERSARY EXERCISES. 
Cho.ir,-fio.ral hall.-services at the 

church ,-heavy, lo.aded tables,-senti 
ments,-speeches. (See printed pam
phlet, 48 pp.). 

" A SERMON preached in Westmin
ster, Vt., 11 June, 1867, by Rev. P. 
H. White, on the One Hundredth An
ninrsary of the Congregational Church, 
with a Historical Paper, by Rev. Alfred 
Stevens, D. D. Bello.ws Falls, Vt. 
Printed at the Times Jo.b Office, by A. 
N. Swain, 1867. Rev. F. J. Fair
banks and 1\1. W. Davis, Co.mmittee o.f 
Publicatio.n."* 

'For which pamphlet history we are in· 
debted to Rev. Dr. Stevens, of the West Parish. 
-ED. 

theday,.Rev. P. H. White, with HistGr
ical Sermo.n, and the venerable histo.rian 
o.f the vVest Parish; the venerable-Rev. 
Amo.s Fo.ster, fro.m neighbo.ring Putney; 
Revs. G. H. DeBevo.ise, Walpo.le, N. 
H.; Levi Lo.ring, Saxto.n's River; J. 
C. Chandler, Lewis Gro.ut, West 
Brattlebo.ro.; C. L. Piper, Weot To.wns
hend; 1YIr. Moo.re, Dummersto.n; N el
so.n Bisho.p, Windso.r; Rev. L. C. 
Dickenso.n, M. E. Presiding Elder, and 
Rev. W. H. Wright, o.f Bello.ws Falls. 
There were also. present Judge Fuller, 
o.f Sarato.ga, N. Y., and his bro.ther 
fro.m Hardwick, Vt., the o.ldest baptized 
children o.f the church, kno.wn to be liv
ing; o.ne aged 75, o.ne 73 years, after 
an absence o.f70 year&, returned to. 
visit the spo.t t,hat gave them birth, and 
jo.irl in celebrating the Jestal day. 

A veil o.f sadness was thro.wn o.ver 
the o.ccasio.n in the lamented death o.f 
Dr. Saffo.rd, who.se remains were fo.l
lo.wed to. their resting place upon the 
afterno.o.n of the preceding day. He 
had almo.st reached the age o.f 80 years; 
had been 35 years an ho.no.red member 
o.f the church; 31 years had held the 
o.ffice o.f Deaco.n, and had lo.o.ked fo.r
ward to. the o.ccasio.n, which wo.uld have 
been a seaso.n o.f much enjo.yment to. 
him, had he been spared to. see it. 

At the appo.inted ho.ur, at church, all 
available space was filled, and many 

http:Saffo.rd
http:Sarato.ga
http:Bello.ws
http:Brattlebo.ro
http:Walpo.le
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unable to gain admission within, occu
pied carriages at the windows outside. 

SERVICES.-Voluntary, "The Lord 
is in His Holy Temple;" reading of 
the Scriptures, by past Pastor Foster; 
Invocation, by present Pastor .Fair
banks; Anthem," How Lovely is 
Zion." Rev. P. H. White, former 
resident of ~Vestminster, preached the 
sermon-one hour long-" But call to 
remembrance the former days." Heb. x., 
32. 

BRIEF EXTRACTS FROM THE SERMON. 

The bnndred years during which this 
church has had existence, have cOllsti
tutedJhe most memorable century in 
the history of the world; with the sole 
exception of that in which Christ came 
from heaven to earth to make atone
ment for the sins of men. Events of 
unparalleled magnitude have succeeded 
each other with unpreccdented rapidity, 
" as if," to use the language of an emi
nent Scotch writer, "they had come 
under the influence of that law of gravi
tation, by which falling bodies increase 
in speed as they descend, according to 
the squares of the distances." 1Vithin 
that period, our own country has em
erged from the condition of a weak and 
dependent colony, has passed through 
one long and bloody war to achieve a 
national existence, and a tenfold blood
ier one to preserve that existence and 
make it worth preserving; and, having 
extended its territory from the Atlantic 
to the Pacific, a~d increased its popula
tion from less than three millions to 
more than thirty-three, it stands to-day 
equal to any of the empires of the other 
continent, if not superior to the greatest 
of them in all that constitutes true 
greatness. 

What cause lor gratitude to God has 
this Church, not merely that it has had 
existence for a century, but that it has 
existed in such a century, and has been 
identified to some extent with the great 
movements of" such a time as this." 

Not to dwell longer upon the general 
subject, though the theme is a fascinat
ing one,-we come to that which is the 
specific duty, and enjoyment too, of 

thi~ hour; to "call to remembrance 
the former days," in which the fathers 
of this Church laid the foundations of 
many generations, and to put on record 
the facts of its history as fully and 
accurately as the materials at our dis
posal will enable us to do. It is to be 
regretted that the records for nearly the 
whole first quarter of the century long 
since disappeared, and that the lack of 
them can be but partially supplied by 
less authoritative documents and by tra
dition. ' 

As long ago as 1736, the first steps 
were taken for the establishment of the 
institutions of the Gospel in this place. 
In that year, the legiRlature of Massa
chusetts, supposing that its jurisdiction 
extended as far north as Ihis, and much 
farther, granted "township Number 
One," as it was then called, to a num
ber of persons resident in various towr:s 
in Massachusetts and Connecticut. By 
the terms of the charter, the grantees 
were required to build and furnish, 
within three years, "a convenient 
meeting-house for the public worship of 
God, and settle a learned orthodox 
minister." III June, 1737, a highway, 
ten rods wide, was surveyed and located 
on a line coincident with that of the 
main street in this village, and extend
ing northwardly till it struck the river, 
a burying-ground was established on the 
land now occupi~d for that purpose, 
,. and the meeting-house plat is fixed in 
the middle of the aforesaid ten rods 
highway right against the twenty-fourth 
lot," where in fact a house was after
wards built. A few persons moved 
into the wilderness and began a settle
ment, but the establishment of the 
Northern boundary of Massachusetts so 
far South as to leave Number One out 
of that State discouraged the settlers, 
and the breaking out of the Cape Bre
ton war led them entirely to abandon 
the enterprise. In 1751, the settlement 
of the town was again attempted, and 
in 1754 or '5 it was again abandoned, 
for fear of the Indians who had recently 
made an attack on Charlestown, N. H., 
and carried several of the inhabit.ants 
into captivity. It was not till 1761 
that such measures were taken as se
cured a permanent settlement. From 
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that time the population rapidly in
creased, and at the expiration of ten 
years Westminster was the most popu
lous town in Eastern Vermont. 

This Church was organized by a 
couucil consisting of representatiYes of 
the churches in Charlestown. Keene, 
vValpole, Westmoreland, and Winches
tel', New Hampshire; Northfield, and 
Warwick, Mass.; and Abington, Con
necticllt. Of the 300 persons, or more, 
who then constituted the population of 
the town, only nine were found ready 
to be constituted a church. 

At this first ordination,· Rey. Micah 
Lawrence, uf Winchester, N. H., made 
the opening prayer; Rey. Mr. Hedge, 
the ordaining prayer; Rev. Bulkley 01
cutt, of Charlestown, N. H .• gave the 
charge; Rev. Clement Sumner, of 
Keene, made the prayer after the charge; 
and Rev. Thomas Fessenden, of Wal
pole, N. H., gave the right hand of 
fellowship. It does n01 appear that any 
sermon was preached. 
If there was it was probably· preached 
by the candidate himself, as was. the 
custom a century ago . 

By an act of the Legislature in 178,:", 
towns were authorized to levy taxes 
upon the land for the purpsse of build
ing houses of worship they 
designed mainly to promote the more 
rapid settlement and increase the value 
of the lands . this design was 
recognized in the preamble of the stat
ute. In 1783, at a session held in 
"Westminster, the Legislature authorizes 
the towns or parishes not only to build 
meeting-houses, but also to support the 
preaching of the Gospel by taxes asses
sed, as well upon the polls and other 
ratable estate of the inhabitants, as 
upon the lands the parish 
and the town were identic.al, and all the 
property was liable to contribute for 
religious purposes according to the vote 
of the majority. . 

Speaking of the old meeting-house, 
" The pews nearest the pulpit were .the 
first built and were occupied by those 
whose social rank was the highest. 
Gen. Stephen R. Bradley occupied the 
wall-pew next the pulpit, OIl the right 
hand of the minister, and .John Norton, 
with his numerous daughters, had the 

corresponding pew on the left. The 
front pew on the right. of the central 
aisle, was the minidter's pew, and di
rectly opposite, was the pew of the Han. 
Mark Richards." 

Among the converts of the revival of 
1838, was Erastus S. Holton, who after
wards employed in the ,eryice of God 
a large measure of the remarkable 
energy and business ability with which 
he had before served the world, and 
whose abundant labors in the cause of 
temperance and Sabbath Schools entitle 
him to be held in long and grateful re
membrance. Since 1809, the whole 
period in which the church has been 
without a stated minister, does not 
amount to a year and a half; 382 have 
united by profes5ion, 168 by letter
550 in all; from which deduction must 
be made for persons who · have united 
more than once. Of all these, less than 
one-fifth still remain resident member~ 
of the church. The fathers 
and mothers have rested from their la
bors. They who toiled side by side in 
the Christian work, and stood shoulder to 
shoulder in the Christian warfare, have 
received a gracious release from labor and 
conflict. Only here and there one, who 
in strength of manhood or the zeal of 
womanhood, have st.emmed the current 
of life. or bore the burden and heat of 
the day, during the first half century of 
the church's existence, remains · to tell 
us of the former days. We rejoice to 
see here to-day a venerable father in the 
ministry, who as long ago as. 1810 gave 
himself in the prime of life to God and 
this church, and who, for nearly 60 
years, has watched over it and prayed 
for it, and, more than once or twice, 
has been thp instrument in God's hands 
of its deliverance from declension and 
impending death; and a mothel"in Israel, 
who became a member in 1811, and 
who, as she looks backward two gener
ations to her grandfather, Ephraim 
Ranney. and forward two generations, 
to her grandchildren, children of this 
church, can testify in the fullness of her 
soul, that God is a God that keepeth 
covenant with His people and with their 
children and their children's children 
unto the third .and fourth, and even to 
the fifth generation 

http:identic.al
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LJpon some of us the lengthened shad
ows of life's evening hours are already 
falling, and the day will soon be gone. 
To some the sun seems to ride high in 
mid-heaven. The dewy freshness and 
fragrance of the morning rests upon the 
pathway of others. But not one of us 
shall take part in the anniversary which 
this church will celebrate a hundred 
years hence. What changes will then 
have taken place. We send forth our 
greetings to those who will then cele
brate the two hundredth anniversary of 
the Church and may God grant that we 
shall look down upon that scene from 
the upper glory." 

Psalm. 

Rev. Dr. Stevens introduced. 
[We shall give but brief extracts 

of the address of Rev. Dr. Stevens of 
the West Parish-the substance of his 
discourse being embraced in his partic_ 
ular history that follows, 0 f the West 
Parish.] 

]\fR. STEYENS. 

"We are admonished our words 
should be those of a daughter to her 
IDother in good old age, glad to hear of 
the prospt;rity of her child. You will 
allow us to pass by all her faults. 
We have not in them departed from the 
Articles ·of Faith and Covenant you 
gave us, when, in 1779, you formally 
divided your origioal parish, giving to 
us what lies west of the mountain that 
divided the town. I say west of the 
mountain, which means ~ore than the 
narrow strip of W estmin~ter west of 
that ridge. This place was the center 
of worship, as well as of commerce 
previous to the Revolution. The con
gregation worshiping on this plain was 
then gathered fr om as far west as Brook
line and Athens. The late Theophilus 
Crawford of Putney, who spent his 
childhood and youth on the farm some 
half a mile west of the one now occu
pied by Deacon Asahel Goodell, on the 
old road leading from this place to New
fane, said there were families residing 
in Brookline, who were regular attend
ants on Sabbath worship in this place, 
in the early history of the town. They 

passed his father's house on · Sabbath 
morning, the mother and the little ones 
on horseback, often three on a horse, 
the father and larger boys and girls on 
foot, sometimes with bare feet j making 
a journey out and back not far from 20 
miles, to attend worship. The brave 
old man asked, as he made the state
ment, 'What would the boys now think 
of that?' 

About 1795, there was a Congrega
tional church formed in Brookline, 
which mllst have been under the watch 
and care of the Westminster church for 
years. Bel' name first appears among 
the churcbes, Oct. 30, 1797, by a dele
gate in the Consociation by the name of 
Ebenezer Wellman. From tbis time 
she disappears from notice until 1819, 
after which she is quite regularly re
ported until 1829. In 1821, she asked 
the Consociation if it was proper for 
them to employ ElderWellman to preach 
to them and break bread, he having 
changed his sentiments from the pecu
liarities of the Baptist, and was ready 
to fellowship our churches. 'Answered 
in the affirmative.' 

In 1797, there was a Congregational 
Church in Athens. She reports in the 
Consociation only once, - September 
25th. 1798, by the name of Rev. Jo
seph Bullen, a furmer minister of this 
church, who, after leaving this church, 
served in Athens for a few years in the 
treble office of minister, farmer and 
miller. This church never reports her
self after 1799. Probably what few 
members there were became connected 
with the church in the West Parish in 
Westminster, which was formed in that 
year. 

The families from whIch this church 
was formed, w\lre. first, the children of 
the early families of this part of' the 
town, who seem to have had the "West
ern fever," enough to carry them as far 
as the ,Vest Parish. Among these 
were the two sons of your first deacon, 
Ephraim RamH'Y ; Elijah aildEphraim, 
and a William Ratmev of another fam
ily, Aaron Gould and 'his brother, Abiel 
Carpenter, and Levi Harlow. Secondly, 
the . Goodells :-Asahel and Edward, 
and a relative of the same name, from 
Ashfield, Conn., then Mendon. Eph
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r aim Wilcox from the same State. 
Thirdly, the Hitchcocks , Heli, Eldad, 
Elisha and Zadock, from Brimfield, 
Mass . Foul'thly, Ebenezel' Goodhue, 
son of the fir st minister of Putney. 
Fifthly, Capt. Robert Miller and the 
Tuthills from Long Island. Sixthly, 
I).bout the year 1795 , the emigra tion 
froIT_ Cape Cod to the parish that began, 
led by Atherton Hall, Esq., with his 
two sons, Atherton and Peter, then 
married men; followed soon by Mat
thias Gorham, with his five sons,
I saac, Matthias 2d, D avid ,William and 
James . Levi Crowell, Elisha Barry, 
Joseph Hamblin, the H allets, H owts 

. and Gideons. These families, with 
their sons which I have mentioned, had 
daughters to match. They soon paired 
off, and by a law of progress sacredly 
regarded in those clays , multiplied on a 
fearful ratio. Every nook and corner 
of the parish was soon full. There was 
a house in almo~t every place where the 
soil'was deep enough for a cellar, as 
may be seen by passing over the sheep 
pastures now on the ridge that divides 
W estminster from Brookline and Athens. 
The 'church was full every Sabbath. 
The school houses in the parish were 
crowded. It is said three families sent 
thirty scholars one day and had a large 
r eserve force at home." 

For the remainder of this happy 
church history, see history of the West 
Parish. 

After the address from the IVest P ar
ish, prayer, singing, benediction, pro
cession, dinner, toasts. 

SENTIMENTS AND SPEECHES . 

1. THE ORATOR OF THE DAY-Though n ot 
Westminster born, y et we claim him as an 
honored son . May his historybe as illustrions 
as that of Pliny ot' old, to whom the genera
tions to corne may delight·to ret'er fortlre facts 
of the past. 

Rev. P. H. White responded. 
2. Reminiscences of the early tamilies of 

Westminster. 

"Father Stevens" responded. 
3. We are fav ored with the presen ce of one 

who h as been prominently identified with the 
histor y of this Church, and for w hose prayers 
and self-denying efforts in her behalf, she 
would express her deep debt of gratitude to
day. 

Father Arnold responded with feeling. 
He was a native of the town of almost 
fourscore years; he would not be h~re 
long and did not desire to; but could 
still remember thin gs which occurred 
when he was but three years old. H e 
spoke of famili es form erly there, but 
now all gone. He was educated at 
Middlebury, where he made choice of 
his proiession for life to work for God 
and religion , and had never regretted 
that choice, only that he might have 
been more faithful. H e spoke. with tend
erness of the memory of' the. Rev. Syl
vester Sage, and of' those who were am
bassadors of Christ. 

The remarks of the venerable man 
were r eceived with the most profound 
respect and attention. 

4. WESTMINSTER-Honored as one Of the first 
settlements of the Green Mountain State. May 
she have in h istory au unblemished page. 
~lay her sons and her daughters prove worthy 
of their illustrious sires, first in the cause of 
truth, foremost in every good word and work. 

Rev. A. B. Foster endorsed this sen
timent. H e spoke of the beautiful 
scmery with which that place was 
blessed in such rich · profusion; how he 
first came to Westminster, was travel
ing with. his wife in Windham county, 
one dark night; had sought in vain for 
a place of refuge for the night, for 
there were no taverns there; inquired 
for a minister 's house,-they were gen
erally a hospitable class, and kept very 
good taverns, as it was not customary 
for ministers to use tobacco or strong 
drink [laughter], finally brought up at 
the house of their venerable friend, 
Father Arnold, which resulted in his 
coming to that place as their former 
pastor . 

5. THE MINISTERS AND JlfISSIONARIES-who 

have e i ther directly Or indirectly descen(l ed 
from families connected with this Church. One 
of their r epresentatives we are happy to m eet 
here to-day . 

llilsponded to by R ev. Mr . Grout. 

The following by R ev .. A. Stevens : 
6. THE PASTOR OF THIS CmmcH-J<'avored in 

the beantiful location of the p lace, and the 
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united sympathies of the people of his charge. I 

May he be abundantly prospered in his worlc. 


, . ' 

Responded to by the President of the 

day. 
7. THE CHURCH IN WEB'!' WESTMINSTER

Honored in the munificent gU't of more than 
her present membership to churches in other 
States. Having sent out a goodly number of 
influential men she h as kept a good reserve at 
home. 

Hon. Homer Goodhue, of Westmin
ster West, reAponded pleasantly; sub
ject, matrimonial alliances between the 
two parishes.-[Cheers. ] 

8. 'l'HE HOLY BIBLE- A tl'easure which each 
may call1Jis own, yet 'tis the heritage of the 
race. Wherever it goes i t scatters Heavenly 
blessings in its path. 

Rev. Mr. Gilbert spoke of the Bible 
agency with which he" as connected; 
of the time when he was pastor of this 
church; of oue who united with the 
church at the age of 90 years. 

9. Favored is that Church wbich can com. 
bine her talent with her piety in serving the 
Lord. 

Judge Ira Goodhue was called out. 
H e reterred to the first settlers, their 
great physical strength, instanced one 
woman who could take up a barrel of' 
cider by the chines and ell'ink at the 
bung, [L~ughter. ] He did not claim 
that this had much to do with religion, 
but it was the kind of people that made 
good Christians and citizens, and he 
hoped some of this vigor and vitality 
would be handed down to posterity. 

10. ALT, HONOR To THE HOARY HEAD-The 

connecting link between the present and the 
past. What changes have taken l)lace during 
the last hundred years! What impr.ovements 
shall we make for a IlUndre d years to come? 

Capt. James Titcomb responded for 
the old people, and said that the story 
of his life was nearly told, as had been 
freshly illustrated yesterday, to which 
event he alluded with much feeling.* 

*The fnneral o'f Dea. Pliny Safford, tlie first 
name on the Committee of Arrangements for 
this Centennial anniversary, whose death 11,,(1 
occurred June S. 1867. but three 'davs before. 

11. THE PREss-The faithful chronicler of 
current events and the invaluable depository 
of m aterials for future history. 

Geo. F. Houghton, Esq., of St. Al-' 
bans, a native of Guilford, this county, 
responded: "When I ,see near 'me 
veteran editors, who ltre, at this mo
ment, chronicling the events of this 
Centennial Jubilee (Rev. Mr. Bishop, 
A. N. Swain, of the Bellows Falls 
Times) I am surprised I should be called 
npon to respond to this sentiment... 
These Centennial celebrations are of 
general interest as well as of local im
portance. One jubilee paves the way 
for another, and it is a matter of no 
trifling moment that those celebrations i 
holden heretofore at 'Weston, Weathers
field, Bennington, Poultney, Middlebury 
and Vergennes, have stimulated town 
and State pride, and awakened an inter
est in local history, which cannot be 
abated . 

If it be proper for me tv express my 
hopR or tender any advice, I would say 
that by printing the pi'oceedings of this 
Centennial Celebration, you can best, in 
the language of Mr. White's text to
day, ' call to remembrance the former 
days.' Those who have been present 
will thank you . Posterity, which de
lights in details , will also thank you. 
The expense of such a publication will 
be small in compari80n with the advan
tages to be derived. Such a pUblication 
will show your practical belief in the 
sentiment j nst read that ' the presH is 
the faithful chronicler of cmrent events 
and the invaluable repository of mate
rials for future history.' " 

12. THE ANCIENT HOUSE OF GOD-It has 
b raved the storms of an hundred years. lIfay 
itwithstand the blasts of many an hundred 
years to come. 

Prof. L. F. Ward said,--alluding to 
the building in which they were assem
bled: 
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" It has been preserved for an hun
dred years, and shows for itself whether 
it would last a nother hundred . · It is 
sacred through its age and will be more 
so in time to come. Here, too, many 
worthies of Vermont have assembled 
as legislators. It was he.re EthallAllen 
had been, au n here (poin+,ing to tbe old 
pulpit) is the old desk from which came 
the old-fashioned preaching whi.ch made 
the wicked quake. [Applause.] H e 
saw no reason why the building could 
EOt be preserved for centuries to come, 
and hoped the people of Westminster 
would preserve it with all its chiseling 
and arch it~c:ture . " 

There were others, clergymen, etc. , 
friends trom abroad, it would have been 
gratifying to have heard from, but for 
want of time the services were con 
cluded at the hall by singing Old Hun
dred, in which the audienee joined, and 
the procession then formed , re-pro
ceeded to the church, where , with be
fitting ceremonies, they united in cele
brating the Lord's Supper. Thus closed 
the ceremonies from 10 A . i'lf. to nearly 
5 P. :rtL, a day to be remembered in the 
history of the Church and treasured up 
in the chambers of the 11earts of many. 

CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY 


OJ!' VERMONT INDEPENDENCE, 


AT W ESTMINSTER, 


was celebrated 17 J an. , 1877 , in the 
church near the site of the old West-
minster Court House; the people in the 
E ast P arish and from the West P arish 
filling the large church to overflowing, 
and the sacred house, beautiful for the 
oc,~asion with flowers, evergreens and 
mottoes. 

P. F. Barnard presided over the 
meeting j Rev. Dr. Stevens, of the 
West Parish, opening the ceremonies 
by prayer; a record of the Proceedings 
of the Westminster Convention and dec

laration were read by John B. :Morse , 
a lineal descendant of one of the dele
gates who framed it. 

:Henry Clark, ofRutland, orator of the 
evening, spoke happily for an heur . 
Letters were read trom Gov. Fairbanks, 
and Hon. E . P. Waltoll , President of 
the State Historical Society, of con
gratulation, and regretting not being 
able to attend. 

Rev. Dr. Stevens brought forward 
the fact that the whole territory of Ver
mont was added to N ew York in 1769 
for the consideration of the annual pay
ment of one raccoon skin. 

Ralph S. Safford gave the location 
and occupants of all the houses inWest
minster 100 years ago . 

Other speakers made short and pleas
ant speeches. All passed off successflllly . 

WESTMINSTER MONUMENT 

TO FRENCH AND H OUGHTON. 

1775--1872--1873. 

1775: To the memory of William 
French and Daniel Hough 
ton, shot in the Westminster 
CourtHouse, March ye 13th, 
1775. 

1872 : T o the h(Jnor of the Legisla
ture of Vermont, of this ses 
sion, who voted an appro
pri.ation of money to be ex
pended in erecting a monu
ment at Westminster in com
memoration of these sai.d 
patriotic young men, the first 
martyrs of Vermont Inde
pendence.

I 1873 : Nov. 6, was inaugurated the 
monument at Westminster
a day of honor 011 the tablet 
of her history. 

Under the base was placed a record, 
signed by H. C. L ane, one of 1he select
men of the town, stating that the ap
propriation for the monument, as then 
erected, was made by the Legislature 
of 1872, including also the date of erec
tion. This fine monument is of Rye
gate Blue Mountain granite. 
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WESTMINSTER MONEY. 

LETTER OF REV. MR . STEVENS. 

I cannot tell you much 

about the paper money of colonial times. 

I had a few bills, but put them into the 
museum at Dartmouth College. I think 

. .
they were struck off m Spooner's office. 
(This is hearsay.) There was an old 

Mr. John Gould living in Windham 

when I came here. H e was a printer 

"LXXV." Each border has six links . 
The printed inscription: 

A S EVENTY-F IVE CENTS 
The President and Directors of 

the VERMONT STATE BANK promise 
b 

to pay 0 1' earer 
>-tI 

SEVENTy-FIVE CENTS, at their ~ . 
t'J

OFFICE OF D ISCOUNT & DEPOSITE ~ 

at WESTMINSTER, on demand 

in the office. He had a quantity of the II Westminster 18 . 
type with which the paper was printed. 

.H e gave a fiew to me. I have rnade m
quiry for the plate from which the money 
was struck, but in vain. 

As to the money, I was told by the 
late Henry Stevens that every bill of 
the Westminster money was redeemed 
in full, which every other State failed 
to do. H e would be good authority for 
the truth of the fact. 

This Mr. John Gould, to whom I 
have r eferr ed, has grand-children living 
in the county, of Whom I have inqu-ired , 
who understand that their grandfat.her 
was printer in the office of Spooner at 
the date of the money. This is tradi
tion. 

[Our "Bank of Continental Money" 
was presented by H enry Stevens, the 
Vermont antiquary, whom we have also 
heard affirm what R ev. Mr. Stevens 
has quoted, that Vermont r edeemed 
every dollar of her Continental money, 
and was the only State in the Union that 
did it. 

W e ha~e two fi'esh bills of the old 

Westminster money for seventy -five 
cents . They are half the size of an 
ordinary dollar bill of the present day. 
" i" stands in a slightly oblique circle 
in each corner, within which, round the 

I Cash No. 

Pres. 

vVe have, also, a Westminster money 
half dollar bill, of the same size as the 
" LXXV," in whose chain border of 
links alternates with the link of roses 
the" H ALF D" link; and" FIFTY C." 
stands in the lower right hand corner . 

And w e have one whole, grand, Can· 
tinental W estminster-Money sheet, un
cut, as it came from the Spooner press. 
The width of the sheet is that of the 
length of an ordinary $10 bill of to-day, 
the depth of the sheet that of four bills 
with free margin. At the top of the 
sheet is a "1.75" bill; next b~low, a 
"1.50" bill; third, a "1.25," and at 
the foot of the two bills "~"-" HAI_F 
D." and" !."-" LXXV." The bills 
have both marks.-ED.] 

CORRIGENDA.-Tbe statement on page 5n5 
that the Westminster MonumeThtwas raised by 
means devised at the vermont anniversary 
at Westminster in 1877, is a mistake. it was 
talked of at Westminster in 1870, it could be so 

Idone. Mr, Fairbanks left tbe State in IS7l-am1 
correcting bis proof in Connecticut, 15 years 
after, came to tbe line, "When Vermont sball 
meet at Westminster in 1877." It did not read 
well fifteen years after. He changed it to, 
U when Vermont in 1877 met at Westminster," 
supposing it had been done as talked of when 
he left Westminster,-and it passed the press 
before observed. So difficult 'is a perfect ac· 

sides, runs a chain border, within each I' cur.acy on lo.cal.matt~rs, who :,:,ould. run a. ~:~
alternate link a cluster of roses and torlCal publlcatlOn WIthout a CorrIgenda. 

. . '. Also, page 596,line 23, it sbould read Mary
wlthm each other alternate lInk Cl'osman, and line 25, Richards for Richard. 



WESTMINSTER WEST. 

BY REV, A, STEVENS, 

The West Parish of Westminster is 
that part of vVestminster lying west of 
the mountain that divides the town. It 
,vas set off, as a parish, by vote of the 
town, in 1785 . The division was made 
legal by the action of the Legislature 
of the State, in 1797. . An additional 
act of the Legislature, in 1800, appoints 
that the town and freeman's meetings 
of the town, shall be held alternately , 
from year to year, in each of the par
ishes. 

The parish line of the town, com
mencing on the northern boundary of 
Putney, at the southwest corner of the 
farm commonly called the Grout place, 
runs northerly to the northeast corner 
of the farm formerly owned by P erez 
Clark, then westerly to the southwest 
corner of the farm now owned by Ad
dison Dunham, then northerly to Rock
ingham. 

Before the definite action of-the town, 
making the division, it was regarded a 
distinct parish. In 1784, the town ap
pointed a committee of three from each 
pat'ish , as a committee to build a me~ t

ing-house in the vVest Parish. Thp 
committee from the W est Parish were: 
Lieut. Wm. Crook, Wm. Goodell, and 
Lieut. D avid H eaton. There is also a 
vote appropriating money for the sup
POl:t of preaching in the parish . 

The question of a distinct town or
ganization for the parish was early 
raised. In 1803, the town voted to 
that effect, and appointed a committee 

to lay the subject beforethe Legislature, 
and secure an organization that should 
make the West Parish a town, called 
Westbury. 

Who was the first settler in the parish 
is not certainly known. 

J ABEZ PERRY, 

from Rehoboth, Mass. (now Seekonk), 
had built a log-house on the land now 
owned by Geo. A. Goodell, and moved 
into it, as early as 1762. His eldest 
child, 

POLLY PERRY'" 

was born this year. So far as is known 
she was the firs t child born in the par
ish. About the same time, 

EPHRAIM WILCOX 

settled on the farm now owned by D. 
C. Gorham. Hi5 oldest child, Dia
damc, supposed to have been born in 
town, was born in 1763. There are no 
dates by which the scttlement of fam
ilies can be traced to an earlier p12riod. 

FRANCI S HOLDEN, 

from Shirley, Mass ., came into the par
ish in 1755 or '56, and built a log-hut 
on the farm now owned by Jerome 
Holden. where he lived, mostly alone, 
for some 15 or 20 years. His grist
mill was a hollow log and a large block 
of wood hung on a spring-pole, to pound 
the corn-meal. In this way he made 

' Since the above was written, I learn that 
Polly Perry was born the year b efore Jabez 
Perry, her fath er , came to town.-A. S. 
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his meal until a grist-mill was built at 
Chesterfield, N. H., some 12 miles dis
tant from his home. This distance he 
carried his grain on his back, and re
turned with his meal. The only road 
was marked trees. The grindstone, of 
lime-stone, made by himself, is still 
kept on the farm. By using sand for 
grit, it did good service in sharpening 
the axes that felled the primitive forests 
in the neighborhood. After living in 
this primitive way (1801), for 2(} 
years, and having rsached the age of 
forty, he married Miss Abigail Claw~on, 
of Sbirley, Mass., by whom he had 13 
children. 

The earliest record of' a death in the 
parish, is in 1774-Ephraim 'Wilcox, 
jr., aged 2 years, and Jemima Wilcox, 
aged 7 years. Their graves are found 
a few roads to the east of the school
house, in District No.1. Large forest 
trees have grown over their graves. 

After the close of the French and 
Indian wars, in 1760, the fears of In
dian depredations ceased, in a measure, 
and settlements were, more readily, 
made back from the forts on the river. 
Before 1770, there were evidently quite 
a number of' families in the parish. 
The names and histDry of many of 
them are lost. 

RANNEY, HEATON, AND HOLT. 

Ephraim Rar:;ney, jr., David Heaton 
and Jotham Holt, about the year 1768, 
made an opening in the forests on the 
farms near the present site of the church. 
They were YOllng men, and for some 
time messed together In a log-house 
built by Ranney, a few feet south of the 
home uow occupied by William B. Cut
ting. They made their own porridge 
and ate out of a common dish. 

~1r. Heaton was a passionate man, 
and when insulted would leave the 
house. When the porridge was a little 

short of their wants, Ranney and Holt 
had only to immlt their mess-mate, and 
they had the dish to themselves. This 
state of things did not long continue. 
Mr. Ranney brought to the log-house, 
in 1771, a wife, and never had any 
wish, afterwards, to be left alone at the 
table. 

Mr. H eaton built for himself on the 
farm now owned by Eldad H. Harlow, 
where he liyed and died. 

Mr. Holt built a house, near the 
brook, to the east of the church. A 
rude stone in the fore&t, near the school 
house in District No.1, informs us that 
he died in 1775. The farms now owned 
by Ebenezer Hall, Horace Goodhue and 
Mr. Driscoll were settled before 1770, 
but who began the settlement cannot now 
be determined. 

ICHOBOD IDE, 

from Rehobath, Mass. (now Seekonk), 
was the proprietor of the lots now 
owned by David Gorham and Geo . A. 
Goodell, in 1770. His name appears 
as one of the first settlers in Chester, 
in 1764 . The year he came to the town 
is not known, probably about 1770. 
Jabez Perry, his son-in-law, had set
tled on the farm north of his as early 
as 1762. He had sons, Ichobod, jr., 
Joseph. Jes~e, Israel >tnd John, most of 
whom settled on farms near him. The 
name was familiar in the early history, 
but has disappeared entirely in later 
years. Only a few families in the par
ish have any traces of the Ide blood. 

RANNEy-eRAWFORD. 

Elijah Ranney and James Crawford 
made settlements in the south part of the 
parish as early as 1771 or '72. The 
former on the farm now owned by 
Henry P. Ranney, his .grandson. The 
latter on land now owned by William 
Brailey, lying on the old road leading 

-... 
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from Elijah Goodell's to George A. 
Goodell's. He was a soldier in the 
Revolution, evidently a resolute, deter
mined man, and true patriot. The 
news of the battle of Lexington reached 
him at sundown. He started the next 
morning before sunrise to join the army, 
leaving his son, TheophiluB, but 9 years 
of age, with his mother, to clear the 
burnt field and get in the grain. He 
obtained a furlough of a few weeks in 
autumn to gather the harvest. This 
done, he left again for the army, leav
ing the mother and son alone for the 
winter of 1776. 

That son, when uearly 90 years of 
age, said, "I chopped the wood and 
drove the steers. Mother helped load, 
and we kept warm." Noble mother 
and boy. Their names shall never die, 
nor their deeds be untold. 

NATHANIEL DOUBLEDAY 

settled in the parish before 1770, the 
year is not known, but it is probable 
that he was one of the first settlers in 
this part of the town. He was one of 
the jury of inquest au the body of W ni. 
French, who was killed by the British 
troops, at Westminster, Mar. 13, 1775. 

. The jury roll says he resided on lot No. 
6, fifth range of 80-acre lots. An old 
cellar discloses the spot where his house 
stood, now far away from any house or 
road. 

The farm now owned' by Reuben 
Miller, was first 'improved by his mater
nal grandfather. 

REUBEN ROBERTSON, 

came from Attleboro, Mass. The year 
is not known. It appears that a family 
afthat name came to town quite early , 
at least some years before the Revolu
tion. 

Nathaniel Robinson commenced on 
the farm now known as the Eaton 

place. Noah, another brother, on the 
farm now owned byMr.'Church. Noah 
and Reuben are known to have' been 
soldiers in the Revolution. 

The farms now owned by Harlan 
Densmore and E. R. Goodell, were 
settled before 1775. The former by 
vVm. Crook, the latter by a Mr. Fuller, 
both of whom, with a son of Mr. Ful
ler, were soldiers in the Revolution. 
The son was killed at the battle of Ben
nington. 

It is probable that other farms in the 
south and central part of the parish 
were settled before the Revolution , but' 
the names of leaders in the settlement 
cannot now be determined. 

RAPID INCREASE OF THE PARISH. 

From 1775 to 1780, the population 
of the parish increased rapidly. Elisha 
Hitchcock, Heli Hitchcock,Eldad Hitch
cock and Aaron Hitchcock, from Brim
field, Mass., Edward Goodell, from 
Monson, Mass., Jabez Goodell, hom 
Mansfield, Ct., and Moses Goodell, 
from Canterbury, Ct., had settled in the 
parish before 1780. Each of these per
sons, it is believed, made the first open
ings on the farms where they located. 
They all brought up large families, and 
lived and died on the farms, where they 
put their log-houses when they came to 
town. 

TIENJAMIN SlUITH, 

from Taunton , Mass., who settled on 
the farm now owned by E. B. Hall, and 

NATHANIEL ROBINSON, 

from Attleboro, Mass ., who settled on 
the farm now owned by ,Mr. Church, 
were in the parish previous to 1775, 
and both were soldiers in the R evolu
tion. 

JOHN TUTHILL, 

a native of Southhold, Long ' I sland, 
about the year 1786, settled on the farm 



- - ---._-----------

80 VERMONT HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

now owned by Daniel Goddard. The 
year these persons came to town, .or 
whether they first broke the forests on 
their farms, cannot now be determined. 

The farms owned by Horace Good
hue and Ebenezer Hall, are known to 
have been early settled, but by whom 
it is not known. ' The log-houses of the 
first settlers had disappeared and framed 
houses, of some years standing, had 
take'n their place on them before 1795. 

There was a large emigration from 
Cape Cod to the parish, led by 

ATHERTON HALL, 

in 1795, with his sons, Atherton and 
Peter, with their families, followed the 

next year by 

BARNABAS AND SCOTTO CLARK 

and their families . They made their 
journey in 14 days, with an ox-team. 

The Clarks brought their gold to pay 
for their farms. Scotto his, in the cen
tre of a tierce of salt. Barnabas ex
pressed his through on the back of his 
oldest son, Joshua. 

The Clarks were followed in 1798, 

by 
MATTHIAS GORHAM, 

with his 5 sons, Isaac, Matthias 2d, 
David, William and James. 

PERRY, CROWELL, HAMBLIN AND 

HALLETS. 

He was followed by Lewis Crowell, 
Elisha Perry, Joseph Hamblin and 

MORAL AND Il.ELIGIOUS HISTORY. 

From the first settlement of the par- . 
ish there have been good familips, lov
ers and defenders of good things. 
Many 01 them were but a few genera
tions removed from the Puritans, and 
bro'ught with them, to the forests of the 
parish, their doctrines and habits. Sab
bath began at sundown on Saturday, 
and ended at sundown on Sunday. All 
were expected to worship somewhere 
on the Sabbath. From the earliest set
tlement of the parish most of the fam
ilies attended meeting in the east part 
of the town . Their interests were 
identified with the settlers there, ' as 
they were dependent upon them, to 
a gno'at extent, for a commerce. This 
was their only communication with 
the world outside of the deep vallies of 
the parish. Many years before the 
organization of the parish, the settlers 
held meetings by themselves, and moves 
were made, looking to an independent 
parish They had deacon's meetings 
before they had any deacons, at which 
the sermons of the able divines of the 
preceding generation were read, to the 
families gathered in some private house 
or barn, the good men taking the part. 
for which their gifts aud graces fitted 
them. Generally, Capt. David Heaton 
set the tune to the psaim. Ephraim 

Wells led in prayer. The readers were 
more varied. All, doubtless, were at

Howes and Gideon Hallet, all of whomtentive and benefited. It was a recog
had large families . During the first 15 nition of their dependence upon God, 
years of the century, the natural in- and an expressioH of gratitude to him 
crease of the population of the _parish, for his blessing5 upon them, as a com
was abundant. The largest population munity, in their rude homes. 
was between 1815 and '25. Since The early families in the parish were 
1830, there has been a gradual but con- somewhat divided in their religious 
stant decrease. ' In 1870, there was views . All, so far as they made any 
not, probably, more than half of the pretension to religion, were Congrega
population of 1825. The population of tionalists, but unfortuuatelysome."were 
1880 was 480. dry, others wet, Congregationalists." 

640 
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The families originating from Connec

ticut and Massachusetts believed; and 
built after the example of Plymouth 
R ock. 1'h06e from Eastern Connecticut 
and Long Island were Baptist. There 
was a large common Christia;n groulild 
on wh ich they could, and did, for years 
meet and worship together, but like the 
herdsmen of ., Gezar and Isaac, they 
strove about water." This, doubtless, 
delayed somewhat, the definite organi
zation of the parish. Though there 
were settlements in the parish as early 
as 1758 or '59, the first r ecord of' a 
meeting to consult for the support of the 
gospel among themselves, was in 17-89, 
Jan. 10, "called by Elijah Ranney, on 
petition ofthe inhabitants of the parish." 
The votes at this meeting refer to pre
vious action on the subject of support
ing the go~pel. It was voted: 

" That allov.'ance be made to Eph
Taim 'Wilcox , for money he had paid to 
Mr. Bullen for preaching, to be credited 
to him on thc collection bill, to the 
amount of $11.00." 

This and other votes assume the ex
istence of a society with the Congrega
tionalists, for the support of the gospel, 
prior to 1789 . 

The town voted, in 1784, 
,; To divide the money raised to build 

and repair meeting-houses, between the 
East and West part of the town, the 
division to be made as the Militia line 
runs." 

The Congregational Society, at the 
meeting of the above date, voted to in
struct their committee to layout money 
raised, in connection with a committee 
of the Baptists, for supporting preach
ing in the parish. There was, then, a 
Baptist and a Congregational Society in 
the parish, for the support of the gos
pel, previous to 1789, and they divided 
their meetings between the two denomi
nations. This continued down to 1799, 
when 

THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

was organized by a colony from the 
church in the east part of the town. 

BAPTISTS. 

There was a Baptist Society, prob
ably , in town some' years before this. 
Most of their members resided in the 
West Parish. In 1784, over fifty of the 
inhabitants of the town, entered their 
names ill the clerk's office, under a cer
tificate, that they worshipped with the 
Baptists . Among these names is found 
that of Dea. Benjamin Smith, and 
D ea. Nathaniel Robinson, and other 
names, showing a large influence in 
the parish in favor of the Baptists, as 
early as 1784. 

The date of the organization of the 
church is not known, neither can it be 
certainly determined that there was ever 
a Baptist church in town, distinct fi'om 
the one ill Rockingham, though it is 
quite probable that there was. Elder 
Oliver Gurnsey, who lived in the parish , 
and Elder Wellman, who lived in Brook-
line, wcre Baptist ministers, whose 
names appear often in the early history 
of the parish. They were uneducated 
men and scorned the need of prepara
tion for preaching. 

They . opened their mouth5 for the 
Lord to fill, and pitied the preacher 
that depended on his manuscript. Here 
was another source of division in the 
parish, one party seeking an educated 
ministry, the other wishing for thc gos
pel directly from the Lord, without any 
culture of the schools. '" No man-made 
ministers " was the demand. The feel
ing' that existed on this subject is clear 
from what took place at a funeral, in 
1800. Mr. Emerson, the Congrega~ 

tional minister, and Mr. Gurnsey, the. 
Baptist, met at a funeral. The latter 
was to preach on the occasion. H e aI)" 
nounced his text, and, as was usual, 
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said, "The text ·has occurred to me 
since I came into the room. I shall 
speak from it as the Lord puts thoughts 
into my mine. and words into my 
mouth." The sermon through, while 
the people were taking their last look at 
the corpse, Mr. Emel'son complimented 
his Baptist brother for his sermOL, and 
at the same time asked him if he had not 
preached from that text before? A fter 
some hesitation the answer came in a 
low voice, " I may have preached from 
it before. I think 1 have ." The an 
swer i s repeated by Mr. Emerson, so 
that all can hear. " You say, then, 
you think you have preached from that 
text before," and , at the same time, 
added, " Have you not preached from 
that text many times before?" The 
low answer comes, "I do not know, 
but · I may have preached frequently 
from the text; I am preaching in var
ious places and cannot say how many 
times I have preached from it." The 
answer is repeated, so that all could 
hear , ' , You ~ay , then, you do not kn('w 
how many times you have preached 
£i'om that text?" This did much to 
check the boasting about preaching 
without preparation. / 

The families fi'om Cape Cod, to which 
reference has been made, were .mostly 
of the standing order, as it was called. 
ThllY were large families, and contained 
the . material for a large increase of 
the population of the parish. This de

tained, or some other man if he could 
not. There is no evidence that Mr. 
R eynolds or any other man was ob
tained. In 1792, the society gave a 
formal call to Mr. Stephen 'Williams to 
becom.e their minister and pastor. The 
call stipulates £150 settlement, to be 
paid in quarterly installments, at the 
end of the 1st , 2d , 3rd,and '4th years 
of his ministry, one-quarter cash in 
hand, the remainder in stock or grain, 
w heat at 5 shillings a bushel. Also a 
salary of £45, to be increased £5 a 
year until it amounted to £65, to be paid 
one-qnarter in cash, the remainder in 
stock or grain. This call was not ac
cepted. 

It is clear from the doings of the 
society, from year to year , that they 
had only tempOl;ary supplies of preach
ing before 1800. The names of Mr. 
Weilman and H olman appear as minis
ters that were employed at different 
times, the former, a Baptist. Of Ml'. 
Holman nothing is recorded but his 
name. The Baptists, too, depended 
upon a temporary supply for preaching. 
Beside Mr. Gurnsey and Wellman, 
above mentioned, there was one vVm. 
Bowles, a Baptist m.inister in town, in 
1784, but it does not appear that he or 
any other person was ever settled as a 
pastor of the Baptist church in town .. 

The first pastor of the church w as 

REV. REUREN EMERSON, 

cided the history of the parish, from I born Aug. 12 , 1771, in Ashby, Mass., 
1795, in favor <,if the Congregational- and grad.uated at Dartm~uth, in 1798. 
ists. The CongreO'ationalist ministers He studIed theology wIth Rev. R eed 
that are known to have preached in the Paige , of Hancock, N. H. , and Stephen 
parish previous to the orO"anization of Farrar, of New Ipswich, and was or· 
the ch~rch in 1799 are J~seph Bullen dained at Westminster vVest, Feb., 18, 
in 1788, Rev. Mr. 'Churchill, in 1790: 1 1800 ; was dismissed Mar. 9,1804. 
IiI 1791, the society instructed their Sermon by Rev. Reid Paige, of H an
committee to layout the money raised cock, N. H.; ordaining prayer by Rev. 
in hiring Mr. Freegrace R eynolds to Thomas Fessenden, of \Valpole, N. 
preach on probation, if he could be ob- H.; charge by Rev. Stephen Farrar, 
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of New Ipswich, N. H. ; fellowship, 
by Rev. Sylvester Sage, of the mother 
church, Westminster, a fellowship that 
has never been withdrawn. 

The terms of this settlement were a 
salary of £100, to be paid one-half in 
cash, the remainder in produce, at cash 
price, which is the highest figure the 
society has ever reached in millie:terial 
support. Mr. Emerson was of the old 
Hopkinsian type in theology, a clear
headed, determined man, a stickler for 
ministerial dignity, rather abrupt in his 
intercourse; bis sermons were terse in 
style, somewhat personal, especially 

when anything occurred in the parish 
I Jr db' If H' d h' h 

t lat auecte Imse. IS woo ,w IC . h d . d {"l"
the soclety a promise, lal e'l one . . 
cold week. The congregatIOn were 

. S' I 
treated the next aubat 1 to a sermon 
from the text, "Where no wood is the 
fire goeth out." It was evident that the 
fire was in him, and the sermon, though 
it had gone out on his hearth. It 
warmed the whole parish so well that 
the good parson found his yard full of 
ox teams loaded with wood on Monday. 
His carriage loaned to a neighbor wal> 
returned inj ured. This brought ou t a 
sermon from the text, "Alas 1 master, 
for it was borrowed," so personal that 
it did more injury to him and the parish 
than was done to the carriage. 

Mi·. Emerson's ministry was short. 
H e was dismissed by an ecclesiastical 
council, Mar. 9, 1804. 

After he left the West Parioh he was 
settled in Reading, Mass., where he 
remained until his death in good old 
age, an honored and useful minister. 

Rev. Joseph Brown supplied the pul
pit for nearly two years after Mr. 
Emerson. Of him little is remembered, 
only he was an old man, and some
what absent-minded. His horse, which 
he was leading, slipped his halter, and 

went off in another direction. The 
good pastor did not discover the trick 
nntil he had tied the halter to the post 
at his door. 

He was evidently familiar with the 
parishioners, so much, that they felt at 
liberty to joke him. One Peter Hall, 
known by all the parish as Uncle Peter, 
and famous for his jokes, met Parson 
Brown, one Monday morning, return
ing from the store with a birch broom 
in his hand, and hailed him, "good 
luck, Mr. Brown, this morning, sold all 
your brooms but one, havn't you ?" 

REV. TIMOTHY FIELD 
II d b h h 

was ca e y t e churc , Nov, 18,
1806 d' 11 d J 20 80'" , an IDsta e an. , 1 , . 
S b R R 11 Sh ff ermon y ev. oswe ,urtle.
D D· R G h L . 

. .; prayer,ev. ers am . yman,
D D h R W'll' H 1 {' .. ; c arge, ev . I lam al; ,el
lowship, Rev. Sylvester Gage. 

He was a native of East Guilford, Ct., 
(now Madison). Graduated at Yale, 
1797. His ministry practically closed 
with the year 1834, but he was not 
formally dismissed until Mar. 31, 1835. 

H e was a man of noble form, quick 
in all his movements, a frank, smiling 
face; he made no display of learning, 
but was above ordinary ability and 
worth as a man and a scholar. His 
sermons were short, terse, delivered 
without gestures, but with the deepest 
emotion. He despised all hypocrisy, 
had no ministerial cant, and always en
joyed more than he could express , ex
cept by his tears and laughter . He 
believed the Bible fully, and preached 
it just as he found it, without any 
speculation. 

He despised all display in the pulpit. 
To a certain young minister, who was 
conversing with him about sermons and 
the reasons why they were no 1110re 
effective, he dryly said, "It would not 
be much credit to the Lord tc convert 
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sinners under such big sermons as the 
young ministers try to preach." 

He was a Calvinist in his creed, but 
not an extremest; in politics, he was a 
Whig, and always voted and preached 
according to his views in face of all 
opposition. One of his parishioners 
once objected to his voting, because he 
was a minister of Christ, "whose 
kingdom was not of this world." His 
quick reply was: "Yon that belong to 
the devil's kingdom are the legal 
voters." 

The parish was greatly improved un
der his ministry, in its moral and reli
gious character. At the commencement 
of hi's ministry the church numbered 
only 56 members. There were received 
by profession during his pastorate, 344, 
25 by letter. In the year 1825, the 
church reports in its association, 300 
members. The years 1816, '24 and 
'31, were marked by powerful revivals 
of religion. The fruits of these revi
vals mostly united with the Congrega
tional church, but many, it is known, 
united with the Baptist church lit Sax
ton's River, called, after the year 1812, 
" The Baptist Church of Rockingham 
and vVestminster." 

It should be said here that a large 
number of families in the north part of 
the parish bave always connected them
selves in society at Saxton's River. 
Geographically, they belong there, 
which makes the West Parish of West
minster small in tenitory. 

REV. PRESTON TAYLOR 

succeeded Mr. Field as pastor of the 
church; installed Mar. 31, 1835; was 
dismissed Oct. 19, 1836. 

REV. JUBILEE WELLlIIAN, 

his successor, was installed Mar. 6, 
1838, and was dismissed Jan. 5, 1842. 
l\£r . Wellman had not a collegiate edu

cation., He studied the(ll(lgy at Bangor, 
Me., where he graduated in 1823, was 
installed at Frankfort, Me., Sept. 17, 
1824, di~missed Jan. 3,1826 ;- installed 
at Warner, N. H., Sept. 26, 1827; di8
missed Feb. 15, 1837. After he left 
Westminster, he preached 2 years alter
nately in Cavelldish and Plymouth,Vt., 
after which he preached 5 years ill 
Cavendish alone. Was installed at 
Lowell, Vt., Oct. 17, 1850, where he 
remained until his death, Mar. 18, 
1855. He was a well read theologian, 
strictly Calvinistic, very confident, 
sometimes dogmatic in stating his 
views; sensitive of his rights as a min
ister, and anxious about the honor of 
his office. 

REV. ALFRED STEVENS, 

the present pastor, was ordained Feb. 
22, 1843. The whole number received 
into the church since its organization is 
625 (1867). There have been 668 in
fant baptisms. By the first pastor, 60 ; 
by Mr. Brown, 45; Mr. Field, 464; 
Mr. Taylor, 13 ; Mr. Wellman, 16; 
the pre~ent pastor', 60. It will be seen 
by this that t:le prosperous periods of 
the church have been, when parents 
felt most the importance of dedicating 
their offspring to God in His church, 
according to apostolic usage, and the 
plain direction 'of Christ, to "let them 
come because they are of His king
dom." 

The first deacons of the church were 
Elijah Ranney, a son of the first deacon, 
Ephraim Ranney, of the East Parish, 
and Edward Goodell. They were large 
men, of few words, of strong purpose, 
fast friends of their minister with whom 
they served the church, who sleeps with 
them in onr cemetery. 

Their successors were Elijah Ran
ney, Jr., a grandson of Dea. Ranney, 
of' the East Parish, and Ebenezer 
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. :was orgamze rst m ,an as 
was a matter Dot eaSIly settled, part de-. . 

Goodhue, a grandson of the same by 
marriage. The former was slow in 
his plans and execution, the latter was 
hasty; both were good, determined 
men , and did not easily give up ameas
ure they attempted to carry . The 
Scotchman's prayer was appropriate for 
them both: "0, Lord, keep me right, 
for thou knowest I cannot change." 

THE FIRST MEETING-HOUSE. 

The date of the building ()f the first 
meeting-house in the parish is not 

known. Money was raised for that I 
purpose as early as 1784. The location I 

... C k' l\/f'll ( Ch d
SIrIng It near roo s JxLI S now an 

') S f h . b £'1er s. ome 0 t e tIm er or It was 

drawn upon the ground there, but Mr. . 
EphraIm Wells, the owner of the land 
where the present church now stands, 
gave a lot for the church aud land to be .
used for· a cemetery, as an mducement 

'ld h . f I
to bUl on t e present SIte 0 t Ie 

. d h' 
church , The S oCIety accepte IS W'o
position. The house was in existence 
in 1792, and occupied, but in an unfin
ished state, as the Society that year 
voted to take measures to complete it. 
It was a high, two-story building, front
ing the east; a front door, and one on 
each side. It was painted white.; with
out a steeple or cupola even; square 
pews, with high backs; gallery on three 
sides, filled with young folks every Sab
bath, closely watched by a man ap
pointed for that purpose ; a moderately 
high pulpit, a deacon's seat in fi'ont of 
it, occupied, rain or shine, every Sab
bath, by the deacons. 

This was the place of worship down 
to the winter of 1828 and 9, when it 
was destroyed oy fire . 

The present church was erected the 
next year. It was first constructed with 
the orchestra in the rear of the pulpit. 

the house of God, in the former days, 
that they had no need of a bell to ad
monish them that the hour of assem
bling had come. The church was with
out.a bell until 1853. Since this year, 
the cheerful sounds of a bell have been 
heard daily from the church tower, ad
monishing the parish of passing time, 
and calling them every Sabbath to pub
lic worship. It has been rung every 
year, with one exception, by the same 
faithful bellman. 

THE SABBATH SOHOOL 

• d fi . 1816 d h 

been contmued every year smce. It was 
, " , 

at iiI st only for chIldren. The exer, . ,
clses were only repeatmg texts of Scnp-

Th Id 1 d 11 bture. e a er peop e gra ua y e
, d" F 

came rntereste m It. or many years 
. h b d f h f 11It as een comp(Jse a t ose a a 

f h h'ld h ages, rom t e c 1 up to t ose over 
. . . 

fourscore years. There IS one person 
,

now m the school that has been con
nected with it every year since its or
ganization, as scholar or teacher. 

THE FIRST SCHOOL. 

From the earliest history of the 
parish the people have manifested a 
good degree of interest in education. 

The first school in the parish, of 
which there is any record, was taught 
in the house of Robert Crook, located 
a few rods to the north of where 
Geo. Campbell's large sheep-barn now 
stands. This was as early as 1777. 
The families living in what is now 
Dist. No.1, 2 and 4, furnished chil
drel1 for that school. 

It was a log-house . The room was 
warmed by a stone fire-place that would 


. receive wood 4 feet long and of any 

thickness. From 1815 to '30, the 

schools in all the districts were large. 

50 or 60 scholars to a school was not 


The good people of the parish so loved: an uncommon thing, sometimes the 
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nnmber was as high as 100 in one 
school. 

Since then the schools have dimin
ished lITcatly in numbers. Where once 
were large schools now there are hardly 
enough scholars to make a school. 

There was a school taught in a log
house (supposed to be the house of 
Moses Goodell), that stood on the farm 
now oWIled by AEsel Moulthrop, in 
1790. The next year the school for 
the same nei~hbQrhood was taught in a 
log-house on the farm sOlIth of this. 

AARON HITCHCOCK, in 1793, taught 
in the same neighborhood, in the house 
of Edward Goodell. This is the first 
name that appears on the catalog ue of 
teachers in the parish. 

Besides the district 8chool there has 
been generally a select school of one 
t erm a year in the parish. 

PARISH LIBRARIES. 
. . . . 

The first SOCIal library m the parIsh 

umes. It owes its existence to the 
ladies of the parish, and has , of course, 
a bright future. 

There are taken from t he post office, 
in the parish this year ( 1870) : Daily 
papers, 3 ; weekly, 162 ; semi.-weekly, 
3; monthlies, 78; quarterlies, 44. 

Saxton's River office furnishes some 
12 families in the north part of the par
ish with their mail matter. How many 
papers and reviews are taken from it 
by families in this parish , is not known. 
The number of families that get their 
papers through the W est Parish office 
is 80. 

NATIVE MINISTERS. 

Ministers that have originated in the 
parish, and the time of their graduation 
so far as is known: Rev. Calvin 
Hitchcock, D. D. , A. E., at Middle
bury, 1811. J. Q. A. Edgell, A. B. , 
University of Vt. , 182 7. Josiah F. 
Goodhue , A. B., Middlebury , 1821. 

was com:nenced abou~ the year 1~10, Jo/!eph A. R a.nney, A. B., Middlebury, 
and contmued to ]804. . It con tamed 1839. Timothy E. Ranney , A. B ., 
about 500 volumes. These were mostly Middlebury , 1839 . Edwin Goodell, 
histories, theo~ogical and :netap~ysical A . B. , Dartmouth, 1850. Henry A. 
works, and bIOgraphy. The tIme of Goodhue, A. B., Dartmouth, 1857. 
travels had not co~e, and. novels were IJ erome Allen, A. B ., A mherst, J8in. 
not then so much In favor as now. J ames Wilcox , Beald Wilcox, Eaton 

The second library was commenced Mason , A. B ., Waterville, M e. Anson 
in 1836 , and now contains 300 vol- Tuthill, A. B. , Waterville, Me. 
umes. Comparcd with the first , it 
shows quite a change in the tas tes and REV. JOSIAH F . GOODHUE, 

habits of the people in reading. It born in Westminster W est in 1818; se
would now be a rare thing to find a nior to most of his class a t Middlebury 
per son, young or old, that would take by his ardent devotion to study, urban- , 
from a library the " Spirit of Laws," ity of manner and earnest piety, he 
by Montesquieu, or Butler' s A nalogy , maintained a wide influence over his 
or Witherspoon'. works, and yet such classmates there, and his theological 
books were attentively read formerly in course was pursued at Andover , during 
the parish, as is evident from the rem-· one year of which he was tutor in Mid
nants of the first li brary now found dlebury College. H e accepted a call of 
scattered over the parish. the church in Williston , Vt., in 1824, 

A third library has made its appear- and remained pastor till 1834, when he 
ance this yeat (1870) , with 100 vol- accepted a call to the Congregational 
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church . in Shoreham, Vt., where he 
spent 24 years . 

The chief value of Mr. Goodhue's 
ministrations was not in the rhetorical 
finish of his sermons, nor special grace 
of delivery; but in the sound character 
of his discourses and solemn earnest
ness with which they were ddivered. 

of 1840; and of medicine in 1844, at 
. the medical school at Woodstock; com

menced practice at Ashburnham, Mass., 
in 1845. Helemoved to Fitchburg,May, 
1862, and continued in practice until" 
his death. He WR,S twice a member ot 
the Legislature, first in 1866, and also 
in 1876.J H enry H arlow, M.D.,Wood

His pastoral labors had a specially stock, 1843. Daniel Campbell, M.D., 
happy influence, in that he possessed Woodstock, 1841. Atherton Hall, 
that general moral excellence of char ac- Charles Witt, Mark Ranney, M. D., 
ter which caused his people to see a "Woodstock. Timothy E..Allen, A.B., 
happy 'manifestation of the power of Amherst, 1858; M. D., New York 
religion over his own heart and life. 
Eminently a lover of peace, by wibe and 

judicious advice he was greatly service
able in the many councils to which he 
was called . and on occasions calling for 
wisdom and discretion. He was among 
the early and earnest advocat(>s for 
freedom of the captives of the land, 
and brought the vigor of his mind to 
bear in giving public sentiment t he r ight 
tone on this momentous subject . 

His published writings are a Sermon 
on the char acter of Rev. Thomas A. 
Merrill, D. D., of J\fiddlebury, and a 
History of the town of Shoreham, the 
scene of his last pastoral labors . Both 
of these proiluctions are happy speci
mens of his ability, as a writer . 

He died at "Whitewater , Wis., in 
Mar., 1862.-From the Oong7'egatioual 
Qua rteTly. [See Shoreham, Vol. I.J 

NATIVE PHYSICIANS. 

Samuel Hitchcock, A . B. at Middle
bury, 1816; M. D. at Baltimore. AI

fred Hitchcock, M. D., Dartmouth, 
1837; H enry D. Hitchcock, M. D., 

City. Geo . Clark, M. D., Woodstock, 
1841. John Campbell. 

PHYSI CIANS THAT HAVE PRACTICED IN 

THE PARISH. 

Asaph Wright, son of Medad Wright 
of the East Parish, settled in the par
ish about 1787. Edward R. Campbell 
came to the parish in 1803. John Hall, 
Wm. Hall, David Allen, a native of 
Heath, Mass , M. D., at Pittsfield, 
Mass., 1827; in practice in the parish , 
1828, continued to 1839. Wm. Arms, 
from 1839 to 1840. John Hurd, 1841 
and '2 . Daniel Campbell, from 1843 
to 1855. 

NATIVE LAWYERS 

that have originated in the parish. Na
than Hall , A. B., Middlebury, 1861. 
James Byron Brooks, A. B., Dart
mouth, 1869. Kirk W. Wheeler, read 
law at Albany, N. Y . Alfred S. Hall, 
D artmouth, 1869. 

OTHER GRADUATES ~'ROM COLLEGE. 

Luther Hitcheock, A . B., Middle-
bury , 1811. David Campbell . A. E. , 

Woodstock, 1842; H omer O. Hitch- IYale, 1850. Holland Wh~eler, A. E., 
cock, A. E., Dartmouth , 1851; M.D., I Norwich University, Vt. , 1858; rail
New Y ork City, 1856. Alfred Miller, road and civil engineer in Lawrence, 
A. B., Middlebury. [Dieil in Fitchburg, Kansas. Horace Goodhue , Jr., A. B., 
Mass., Nov. 15, 1877. He was a Dartmouth, 1867; professor in N orth
native of West Westminster, Vt., a field College, Minn. Gorham Clark, 
graduate of Middlebury College, class I A. B., Middlebury, 1839; teacher a t 
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Grenada, Miss. , where he died, 1844. 
Charles Campbell, A. B., Yale, 183,9 ; 
teacher and merchant in Grenada, 
MiS5 . ; AlfredS. Hall, Dartmo'uth ,1873; 
Horace Goodhue,Jr., Dartmouth, 1857 ; 
George Goodhue, D artmonth, 1873; 
George B . Brooks, Dartmouth, 1860; 
Willie Hitchcock, Amherst, 1875. 

HOTELS. 

A hotel existed in the parish before 
ther e was a meeting-house , or a school
house. The first was kept by .Joseph 
Ide, near the top of the hill, on the old 
road that leads from E. R. Goodell's to 
Geo. A . Goodell's . It was a log-house 
and did a large business in toddy. This 

was a necessity to meet the wants of 
the traveling community as early as 
1790. Then , as now, the necessity was 
found in the neighborhood of a hotel. 
That log-house was witness to many a 
fight t,o let off the fire of New"Euo-land 

" rum 01) th e brain . The proprietor was 
often obligea to fall back upon his larlYe 
physical organism to keep cuntrol ~f 
his house. At one time, he had the 
worst of the nght, and was laid" in his 
large fire-placc, very much to his dis
comfort. 

Before 1800 , a " hotel was kept by 
Josiah H endee , in the old house now 
occupied as a shop, by T. 0, Dunham. 

From 1802 to '7 , Gideon W arner was 
the landlord in the same house; In 
1804, Ebenezer Goodhue opened a hotel 
In the house now owned by Warren 
~eck . At the installation of Mr. Field, 
m 1807, it was open for what was 
called an ordination ball. There is no 
evidence that any members of the 
church took part in it; but being at the 
house of a leading m ember of the so

~iety , and largely patronized by the lead
mg families of both parts of the town 
. ' It shows the tastes and habits of the 
times. A person that was present re

marked, years after, " that it was not 
Cel tain which h ad the most attention, 
the fiddle or the toddy-stick. The heels 
kept time to the "fiddle, the heads to the 
toddy·stick." The house now occupied 
by Ephraim Wilcox for a store and 
dwelling-house was built for a hotel by 
Benjamin Smith, about the year 1805. 
H e kept it for a few years only. David 

Johnson was the proprietor for a few 
years. It was known as "Abel Ed
gell's. Hotel," for a number of years, 
and tamous for toddy and horse trading. 
About the year 1813, it came into the 
hands of Eprhaim R anney, and was 
kept for a number of years by Gideon 

W arner. 
"A remnant of his account-book, for 

181.5, shows that the good people of the 
pansh were !lone too temperate. The 
following is a specimen of account, 
leaving out the name : 

"D 11'. to glass of toddl' to 2 t0ddy, 
to 3 toddys, to 2 milk-pans, to 10 lbs. 
~og's lard." The history is this : The 
debtor got drunk, and mistook hi s door, 
and fell dnwn in the pantry, and pulled 
duwn after him two pans of milk and a 
pan of lard , yet warm from the kettle. 

He was now- ready to make his mark in 
the world. It was training day and he 

"was too noisy and a littl e too drunk to 

be respectable . 
The captain, a neighbor of his, un

dert~ok to get him out of the way. 
Havmg eX,hausted his patience in flat
tery , and Ignorant of the affairs in the 
~antry, he came to a close hug with the 
tIpsy man , and by a hard struggle shut 
him up in the barn , when, 10 and be
hold , he found ,his buff pants and vest 
unfit for a captam to wear. 

ORCHARDS AND CIDER. 

The early settler s planted large or
chards. In the rich soil they came 
quickly into bearing, for the use of the 



49 WESTMINSTER WEST. · 89 

next generation. Cider mills became 
an institution in the parish. _As the 
craving for strong drink was not fully 
met by cider in its native state, a dis
tillery came to their help. - It was set 
up by Wainwright Witt, in 1824 or '25. 
The building erected for that purpose is 
now used by Russell Bailey for a horse 
barn. 

In 1827 or '28, the still was pur
chased by Ebenezer Goodell, and moved 
into a building erected for it, near the 
beautiful falls on the brook, to the left 
of the road, as you go from the meet
ing-house to Charles C. Goodell's, the 
families in the neighborhood approving. 
The evil of the thing soon was seen, 
and some compensation was made to 
the owner, and the distillery disappeared 

. about the year 1834. 

THE FIRST TEMPERANOE SOOIETY 

was formed in 1831. The meeting for 
the purpose was held in the brick school
house, west of the church. The com
mittee- that drafted the constitution were 
Rev . Timothy Field, Eppa Cone, John 
Smith and John Braily, most of them 
known to be not friendly to the move
ment. But a constitution was reported 
and accepted by the meeting, pledging 
the members to abstinence from all in
toxicating drinks, as a beverage, with 
a qualifying clause that gave some 
liberty in. the use of dder in certain 
states. This clause, it was thought by 
some, gave too much liberty for the 
good of the members, and a new so
ciety was formed il: 1841, pledging its 
members ; without any qualification, to 
abstinence from all intoxicating drinks. 
This society never had the hearty ap
ptoval of all in the parish, but it doubt
less did much to improve the temper
ance sentiment. 

Since the temperance reformation, 
keeping hotel in the parish has not been 

a paying business. The house now 
owned by Wm . Field was opened for 
that purpose for a few years. Since 
1830, the house now occupied as a store 
has been opened as a botel, hy different 
persons; none of them have found it 
profitable. 

SAW-MILLS. 

The first saw-mill, in the parish, was 
built by Elijah Ranney, on the brook 
nearly east of John PIatt'R. '¥"m . Ab
bott, some years later, built one about 
half of a mile below, on the same 
brook. The Ranney mill had served 
its day, and was a matter of tradition 
only,in 1800. Before 1790, William 
Crook had put up a mill on the farm 
now owned by Harlan Dinsmore. In 
1811, Joshua Clark leased the privi
lege of Mr. Cook and built a new 
mill, and ran it until 1830, when he sold ~ 
to Russell Ranney. Another mill was 
in existence as early as 1810, at the left 
of the road, where it is crossed by the 
brook, near the house now occupied by 
Mr. Howe. Joshua Clark built a mill 
in 1809 or '10 . It was run by him un
til 18.59, wben it passed into the hands 
of R. C. Gould. In 186.5, it became 
the property of Alfred Harlow, who 
built the present mill in 1867, which is 
now the only saw-mill in the parish. 
F. O . Dunbam put up a saw-lnill in the 
village in 1858. It was burned-in 1862. 

GRIST-MILLS. 

The first grist-mill, in the parish, is 
supposed to have been built by Robert 
Crook, on the site of the present mill. 
It was known in 1790 as Crook's Mill, 
and is remembered as, then, an old 
building. The year it was erected can
not now be determined, probably as 
early iii> 1780. A second mill was 
erGl.cted where the fat tory afterwards 
stood, by whom, or wben, is not known . 
Crook's Mill was owned for years by 
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Elijah Ranney, and was tended by Mil
ler Paine. Dr. Edward R. Campb€!ll 
built a third mill, on the brook a few 
feet below, where it crosses the road 
leading to Mr. Howe's. He also , in 
1827, built the mill that now serves the 
parish. It has had many owners , and 
been often changed in some respects, 
but retains about the same look, inside 
and out, as the year it was erected. 

Russell Ranney, in 1856, put in a grist
mill near HtJrace Foster's, which made 
the meal for the parish for three years. 
Since then the business has been carried 
on at the location selected by Mr. Crook 
for a mill , probably in 1780 or '81. 

MANUFACTURES. 

The wives and daughters, in the early 
his tory of the p~rish, of course made 
the cloth used. 

In 1813, Scotto Clark* put in ma
chineryfor a wcolen factory into the 
building that had been used for a grist
mill, near Thomas Chandler's. His 
works were burned Dec., 1723. The 
next season a two-story brick building 
was erected on the I:>ame spot, and 
filled with machinery for manufacturing 
broadcloths and cassimeres . It was 
bu rnt in 1832. 

CLOTHING WOl{KS. 

John CambrIdge was the first cloth
ier in the parish. Before 1812, his 
works were in the buildiug encted for a 
grist-mill , and, after b.im, used fo r a 
factory. In 1813, he erected a build
ing in the village, in which the clothier 
business was carried on, by different 
persons, until 1826 or '7. 

Silsbury suceeeded Cambridge, as 
clothier, and, for a few years, did some
thillg in the line of manufacturing hats. 
David Duncan succeeded Silsbury, .as 

the year 1827 the building was con
nected with a wheelwright shop, and 
was occupied for that business by Ly
man French and Noah 'Whitney, until 
1835, whell F. O. Dunham succeeded 
them as wheelwright. After him Hart 
H alt owned the shop and carried OIl the 
business for 'years. III 1841, he sold to 
Geo. Allen, who enlarged Lhe establish
ment by adding a large two-story build
ing in 1842. In] 843, both buildings 
were burnt. A new and larger builn.
ing was erected the same year, by Mr. 
Allen, and used by him for a 

CARRIAGE SHOP 

until 1854. This year, F. O. Dunham 
became the proprietor of the shop, and 
continued the business until 1862 , when 
the building was destroyed by fir e. In 
1868, F. O. Dunham erected another 
building on the same spot , but it is yet 
in an unfinished state. 

TANNING. 

David Shield is thought to have been 
the first tanner in the parish. The 
building which stood on the flat, near 
where Willard Moultrie's barn now 
stands, was erected in 1788 or '89. It 
was large, and answered the double pur
po~e of a dwelling house and a tannery. 
But a few years later a tannery wa 
started in the village by Ephraim Wells, 
followed by a MI'. 'Vyman. The works 
were to the east of the brook, opposite 
the house now owried by ' Vm. D ean. 
Wm. Simons was his successor in the 
busineils, and moved the works a few 
rods down the brook. The building 
erected by Mr. Simons for the business, 
was standing in 1843 , and then used by 
Amos Ball for a barn, and w as burned 
in May of that year. Wm. King suc
ceeded Simons as tanner, but did not 

clothier, for a number of years . About long continue the business in the place. 

* See page 623. Silas H ardy follow ed him and contino 
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ued the business down to 1830 or '32, Iand hammer have been laid by for 
when the business ceased in the parish. years. 

BLACKSMITHS. 

From the earliest history of the par
ish the hammer of the blacksmith has 
been heard on the spot where the black
smith shop now stands. TIJe first smith 
that is remembered, was David 'Morse, 
followed in the business by Levi Field, 
George W. Holland, Charles Black, 
Daniel Miller and B. F. Winchester. 

P eter Hall worked at the anvil many 
years on the farm known as the Peter 
Hall place. Wainwright Witt did 
something in the same line. near Chand
ler" s Mill. J ames Eaton had a shop in 
district No.4, near Geo. A . Goodell's. 

Gideon Warncr was the smith for 
the neighborhood west of the church. 
His shop stood near the old house now 
owned by F. O. Dunham. The black
smith in the early times was an impor
tant character, when all the tools of the 
husbandman and mechanic, and all that 
was worked in iron had to pass, under 
his hammer . 

SHOEMAKERS. 

The old people remember Thomas 
P aine, Phineas Ball, Obadiah Barker, 
Stephen Moulthrip and James Webb, 
who made their yearly visits to the early 
families in the parish, with lap-stones, 
lasts and bench, and did up the 8hoe
making for the year, for the whole 
family. 

Reuben Printess had a shop in the 
north part of the parish for many ye.ars. 
John Tower, David Hardy, Amos Ball. 
W . B. Hamblin and Husey Wardwell 
ha~e carrie, I on the business in the vil
lage, following each other, tn the order 
of their names here ' given. Thomas 
Chandler served the south part of the 
parish as shoemaker, for nearly 50 
years. He still lives , but his lap-stone 

MERCHA.NTS. 

Eleazer May. of the East Parish, is 
supposed to have erected the building 
tor niany years used for a store. It 
was in existence in 1800, and stood on 
the ground now covered by Mrs. Stow
ell's honse. Ebenezer Goodhue occu
pied it in 1804, and for a number of 
years following. After him, Josiah 
Demming, Gen. Levitt, of Putney, and 
Solomon Mayo, occupie,l the building 
at different times, for a store. Qtis 
Haven, who was a clerk of Gen. 
Levitt'S, was the merchant for a n-am
bel' of years. After him, Benj amin 
Baldwin, for a few years . Then Howes 
Hallet. John Goodell occnpieJ the 
building from 1829 to '33. The next 
name of the merchant that is known is 
R. Burchard. 

The building was burnt in 1839. It 
was rebuilt by David Hitchcock, in 1841, 
and occupied by G. W. Dalliels, from 
May, 1842, to May, 1851. William 
Nutting filled the store in 1853 . He 
continued the business only part of the 
year. For a few years following, A. 
S. Clark occupied the building. In 
1856 , Ephraim Wilcox and, Judson 
Smith filled the store with goods. The 
partnership continued but a short time, 
when Mr. Wilcox assumed the whole 
business, and in a few ye'ars moved to 
the building now occupied for a store 
by A . P. Ranney. 

MILITARY. 

The parish ' lille of the town, run III 

1785, is oftE'n referred to as the" Mili
tia line." There were two companies 
of militia in town after that dale. 
That in the West Parish, from 1810 to 
'30, ' was large. often reporting 100 pri
vates. The June training was a great 
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day . It called out all to see. Gener
ally there was much noise, quite early, 
about the home of the officers . The 
one that waked up the captain, and got 
the first treat, was the best fellow. 
T oddy was abundant,. dealt freely to the 
company by the officers, and to the 
multitude at the store and the hotel. 

EPHRAIM RA.NNEY, JR. , 

was the first captain. The roll of 
honor (for it was an honor, in t.he par
ish , to be called captain) runs as fol
lo~s : David Heaton, Heli Hi.tchcock, 
D:tniel Mason, Elij ah R anney, Rufus 
Gibbs, Ira Carpenter, WaimY!'ight Witt, 

James Darling, R ansom Miller , Henry 
Baxter, vValterW. Ranney, and one 
-- Moulthrip . I do )lot recal his 
given name. They were all killed in 
battle, or died of wounds received in 
battle. 

[How the people of Vermont r eceived 
the ending of the war, is seen so clear 
in this sermon, wo have included it as 
a descriptive chapter, fitting, not fur 
this town alone, but for the entire State. 
In Vol. I, page 836, is to be seen the 
address of Rev . Silas McKeen to a 
body of Vermont soldier.~ as they go 
forth to the war, and here, this venera
ble P astor speaking to the people while 

Joseph Ranney, Joshua Clark, Stephen . the paoan of victory yet rings. ] 
Tuthill , H owes H allett, Amos Hitch 
cock, Alvin Goodell, Russel Ranney, 
Edward Hall, David H ardy , Lyman 
French, Reuben C. Gould, Gideon 
Bemis, F. O. Dunham, D avid C. Gor
ham , Wm. Field . 

The parish furnished soldiers for the 
army ' of the R evolution , as follows : 
Francis Holden, Benjamin Smith, Jas. 
Crawford, Reuben R obertson, 
Fuller and son, Charle"l Holden. 

WESTMINSTER WEST ' SOLDIERS 

J;'OR THE WAR OF THE REBELLION. 

William S. Cady, Justus Hitchcock, 
Henry B Darli.no' James W Darlino-

W 'll d' M' lth?' W'll' 'P D 0'1 ar ou np 1 lam . ean 
, , 

Orman Holden, J oseph Brooks, Ros
well Miller, Henry Houghton, Ransom 
Miller , Tollman S . Coombs, David C . 

. Moulthl'ip, George Field, J . Foster 
K' b II J H t CI 1 H . F 

1m a, . un ar c, OllIer . 
Buxton, Alfred P. Ranney, Walter W. 
Ranney, Otis F. Buxton, H enry Bux
ton Josiah H all Bradley Howe Geo. 
R. H arlow, G. R. Harlow. ' 

. . 
Of ~ur . We~tmmster W est s.oldlers 

NATIONAL J01. 


APRIL 9, 1865. 


THE SABBATH AFTER THE CAPTURE OF 


RICHlIlOND, VA., BY THE FEDERAL 


ARMY. 


From th" P ulpit of 


I\EV. A. STEVENS , 


Pastor of the Congregational Church, 

W estminster W est, Vt. 

I will 7:ift 'Up mine eyes llnto the Mils, 
jTom whence cometh my help. My help 
cometh {Win the Lord, which made H eaven 
and E~rth.-Psalms 121, 1·2. 

The last week has been one of great 
excitement and unbounded joy in the . . 
loyal States , and we doubt not m many 
places in the land of r ebellion. Rich
mond, the rebel capital is fallen , and .the army of Lee, wh ich has heen the 
s~reng~h of the ,rebe.llion from. its begill
nmg, lS retreat mg m confuslOn, before 
0111' victorious troops, is the news that 
flies over the land with lightning speed, 
on Monday . The nation is frantic with 
joy. The merchant forgets his sales; 
the mec~anic and farm e: t~e ir work. 
The whlte and black umte m demon
strations of j oy. E loquence, poetry, 

who dIed In thIS war, the followmg are Ipiety, patriotism and humanity are 
the names of all that I can now recall: stirred everywhere and speak the best 

http:Darli.no
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they can, the unbounded joy of the na- yet firmness in rulers and people,like 
tion. None could speak too loud or en- the day it falls before our victorious 
thusiastically the joy for the tidings. army. Thenespecia,lly will CtHistian 
The shout~ of "glory, hallelujah I" principle be called lor-true magnanim
have rolled 'IF from the mouths of hun- ity, decided purposes, yet a leniency be
dreds of negroes, for whose enslave- coming a Christian and victorious peo
ment the war was begun. It has been pIe. The struggles in onr breasts 
as when" Prophetic Babylon" fell, and between the demands of strict justice 
the nations are in commotion, "because upon our enemies, and Christian for
in her would be bought no more the giveness , must be adjusted carefully and 

bodies and souls of men." City an- in the fear of God, lest we, under our 
swered to city, swelling the wave of joy great injuries, swear vengeance, or in 
until the .land was full. This is well. our great desire for peace, overlook 
It is as it should be. It is the instinc-what justice and the public safety de
tive demand of justice. Love of free- mand. Duties will now press upon the 
dom, of humanity, desire for peace and nation that cannot be perforrried under , 
the establishment of good government, the inspiration that has pushed on the ' 
call for and approve of our joy for such war, and kept the armies full and nerved 
a blow at the base conspiracy to destroy for the fight. Who to blame? who to 
our government, and build on its ruin a excuse? who to execute? and who to 
power with its corner stone laid in slav- forgive? what justice and 'what mercy 
ery-defying the doctrines of Plymouth demands of us towards our enemies? 
Rock-mocking at the declaration of are questions that will occupy the public 
independence-trifling with humanity. mind, and be differently answered, and 
and the tenderest affections of parents' will call out opposing feelings. They 
and companions, and crushing out with \ cannot, and must not, be answered un
its iron rule all that is filial in children, der the inspiration of martial music . ..' and blasting thc intellects of millions of As the rebellion falls, arid rt.bels flock 
men and women, and making the word to take the oath of allegiance, we pass 
of God a sealed book to them. Rich- to new duties and responbibilities. It 
mond was the representative of all this is not my purpose to speak of them 
infamous purpose. Her fortifications, at this time. What they will be, 
-her hundreds of cannon, her naval cannot yet be fully defined . . I would' 
preparations, her large army and skill- call your attention to the spirit needful 
ful generals, were for the defence of all to meet them as they shall he developed 
this. They spoke only defiance to all by the prosecution of the war. The
attempts to put any restraint upon the text define5 in general the position we
unlimited spread of slavery on this con- ought to occupy as citizens ill our tri
tinent. It is meet that joy fill the land umphs. "I will look unto the hills 
at its fall-that demonstrations be loud from whence cometh my help. My 
and far spread, clothed with piety, help cometh from the Lord, which made 
adorned with poetry, fired with elo- heaven and earth." The sentiment here 
quence, and made wild with enthusiasm, expressed is beautiful. It is always be
so that every citizen can give uttei'ance coming-a humble acknowledgment of 
to the sentiments of a freeman's heart: God's agency in our deliverance, and of 
.My heart is, it has been, in all this. our indebtedness to Him. This feeling, 
But while I say this, and say it because if it were universal, would remove 
I feel it, I say there is a phase of this much of the friction of society, and the 
event that calls for a calmer view, a affairs ot the world, in the State, the 
thoughtfulness that takes us back from family, and the church, would adjust 
our flights of joy, to consider the more themselves harmoniously. Let us con
.permanent relations we sustain to this sider some of the practical results of 
great, glorious event. leoking unto the Lord as our deliverer, 

There has been no time since the re- in this day of triumph. 
bellion began that demands candor; im- .1. It will produce candor, and keep us 
partial purposes, and generous impulses, from party opinions, and rash measures. 

93 
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I have said the triumphs of om arms 
will bring HCW questions for us to con
sider. For our opinions and measures 
we are accountable, as well as indebted 
to God for permitting U5 to form our 
own, and t·o enjoy them unmolested. 
This is true of all w e do as citizens. 
W e cannot hide ourselves from His no
tice among the m11ltitude with whom 
we act. Though we cut ourselves loose 
from all restraint and act without re-. 
garc1 to His law, hiding behind parties 
and customs, and constitutional inter
pretations, or the opinions of great 
names , we are before Him, and there is 
a clay of reckoning for all we do. No 
r ecklessness in our opinions and meas
111'88 can prevent the facts that we are 
accountable , all directly as t.hough w e 
were the sole actors . Our opinion,;, 
our measures, and the manner we pros
ecute them are ours. W e should be 
al ways cor.siderate and yiew things as 
we wish to meet them before God in 
judgment. To be th oughtless of our 
dependence upon God in our r ejoicing, 
and to forget that. it is He that has 
given us the victory is dangerous. W e 
sho11ld feel to-day that the everlasting 
hills are our refuge. Our whole ap
pea rallce should be that of those seeking 
wisdom of the Lord, and ready to fol
low in the openings of His providence. 
There has been often impatience during 
thc four years of war . W e have heard 
unreasonable complaints , and wholesalc 
condemnation of men and measures. 
There has been disappointments often, 
a nd chagrin. There may h ave bcen 
r easons for all this , regarding human 
instrumentalities simply. But 10fJking 
at things as they now appear, it is man
ifest that there has been done a work in 
the land that neither our goyernment 
nor the rebels intended to do. All that 
vexed us, and about which we were 
impatient, was needful to the result 
reached. D elay, defeat, by v{hich the 
struggle has been prolongcd, has cut 
deep uuder the foundation of the cause 
·oftrouble ; slavery has bcen undermined. 
It has shown us how slavery had been 
through all our history, corrupting the 
~lation, and imbruting men , and making 
them creatures th at could defy all law, 
:and r evel in cruelty , by starvation, by 

confinement and brutal treatment of 
their fellow men. Looking at the re
sult of the four years jw;t passed, we 
see we did not comprehend at all the 
divin e plan now accomplished. Our 
views were narrow, erroneous . Our 
plans , if they had succeeded. would not 
have brought the re8Ult for which we 
nuw rejoke-the year of jubilee that 
has come to millions of our race. W e 
look with astonishment on the colored 
hosts that have leaped from the condi
tion of cattle, or things, to mHnhood , 
praised for their vator, admired for their 
patient snffering for liberty, and for th eir 
industry, and thirst for kilOwledge. 
All theories of emancipation are put to 
shame, . except the one that all. pro
nounced impractical. imm.ed1:ate. God 
has taught us tha~ what is just to th e 
colored race can be done with safety so 
far as they arc concerned. The lesson 
should humble us to·day, and make ns 
more teachable before God, more can
did in our judg'ment about His com
mands, and m ore thoughtful abou~ His 
w ays, and never measure his doings by 
our hasty and rash conclusions . W e 
must view the work before God, and 
bring along th e lesson into practical life, 
that we may know onr own ignorance , 
and wait before the Lord in hope and 
confidence in all the futnre unfoldings of 
His providence . 

II. Our gratitude will be a selfish 
demonstration unless we look to the 
Lord as our helper. 

The las t year of the war has been 
one of almost constant success . All the 
military mo,'emcllts have strengthened 
our canse and weakcned the enemy. 
W e talk much , and justly, about the 
skill of our commamtcrs , and the brav
ery and endurall ce of our soldiers . IVe 
regard them as the c~use of success. 
IVe ought to be thankful for their wis
dom and bravery. Vire think we are. 
Bnt they are only the gifts of G od, 
raised up for the place they occupy, at 
the time they are needed to reach the 
resnlt for which we rejoice . All the 
leading generals , those by whom the 
tide of national fortun e h as been turned , 
were in romparative obscurity at the 
opening of our struggle. They came 
to notice as they haye been needed to do 
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the work-that God had planned. We everlasting hills, who has made the 
praise them. We will honor them. wrath of our enemies to praise Hil!!, 
The coming millions of freemen on this and work their own ruin. Let our de
continent will hon.)r them. But as monstrations of joy be expressed before 
Christian citizens we must look higher Him, for H e has don e all things well. 
thanthis\" om help has come from the It is only by viewing the work as His, 
Lord, which made heaven and earth." and accomplishing His purpose, that "ve 
Here has been the point of observation can appreciate what has been done. 
from which all these movements have The fall of Richmond in itself concerned, 
been directed. The marching and coun- is a small event. It is a representative 
termarching of the hosts, North and event; that which it was pledged to de
South, East and W'est, has been under fend falls. The event goes out over the 
His eye, and superintended by Boisprov- land and world , affecting .all the inter
idence. The wiDd~, the rain, the cold ests at stake in thi~ war,-the princi
and heat, have held them in check until ples of republican government-Chris
it was time to move. The rivers, swollen tian freedom-the right to preach freely 
by IIi's command, have~topped the whole the Gospel-to teach and to learn with
nntil itis time to march. We have looked out restraint. The slave mother breathes 
on with anxiety and some fears, per- freer, feels safer, as she looks upon her 
haps, for the last year, when the move- loved ones for it; her home is guarded 
ments manifestly began to converge to- against the intrusion of the dealer in 
wards the heart of rebellion, lest so human flesh. The land is opened by it 
great movementR, at so great a distance, to the philanthropist and Christian mis
should not meet to produce the intended sionary, to look after the ignorant and 
result. degraded slaves, and teach them the 

The nation has waited for the last six way of lite from the word of God. The 
months, in breathless suspense, seeing' event not only affects our national in
how one move after another has been terest. The church of Christ has an 
tightening our hClld upon the capital of interest in it. The field under God's 
our enemy, until he has been forced to eye in this war is larger than Ollr land. 
abandon his strong holds, and trust to Grant's war mal' is but a speck of the 
fortune to find others. Skeptical and whole. His comprehensive plans, and 
blind is the mind that does not see a vast moves and glorious results, are but 
higher than man that has been guiding the opening of the divine purpose, to 
these movernents so various, and oper- proclaim liberty to the captives in all 
ating at so great a distance, so as to lands, "to proclaim the acceptable 
make the result a unit. Hard is that years of the Lord, and the day of' ven
heart that has, to-day, no thanks to geance of our God." 'Ve do not to-day 
Him that sitteth upon the everlasting Irejoice and give thanks simply that Gen. 
hills, and has from thence, by His prov- Grant has been successful. God's re
irlell' ~ e, been guiding to the resnlt for vfaled purpose is a reality. The way is 
whicb we rejoice . 'When Sherman cut opened for a fuller consummation of the 
himself loose from Atlanta last autumn, purpose of' God, that men should dwell 
the world was full of conjectures and together, ullmolested, in the freedevel
predictions of what he wished to do, or opment of all their powers and full en
could or would do, or whether he would joyment ot the fruit of their wisdom 
do anything but destroy his splendid and toil. It is a small affair that our 
army. Whatever may have been the eountry be saved, if we consin.er it dis
human plans at the time, we know that connected from the influence of an en
but one mind knew certainly the result, lightened, free Christian people, on th e 
and comprehended all the circumstances general weal of' the world. 
upon which success depended. It was It is to be feared that much of tIle 
all under the eye of Him, who has by joy of the last week has arisen from 
His providence guided the whole so as selfish considerations; my party has tri
to accomplish his purpose in this war. ' umphed, my business will be improved 
Thanks be to Him that sitteth upon the by the good news, or my son or com
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panion will be at home ~gain. There 
has been no thought of the effect on the 
more general intere~ts of ·man-free 
thought, free labor, free worship-free 
enjoyment of all these-free spread of 
Chri8tian principles in the world. Ifwe 
look to the hills, from whence has come 
our help, we shall see that there is a 
wider range for our joy than our land. 
God is here, moving a wheel within the 
wheel, that is turning the whole earth, 
crashing despotidm, casting out light 
and knowledge, and overturning and 
overturning "until He come, whose 
right it is" to reign. If we fail to see 
God's hand in the work, we shall not 
appreciate its connection with the inter
ests of Christian civilization and mis
sionary movements. Our gratitude will 
not be Christian. 

III. There is another feeling that 
ought to enter largely into our :joy-
humility. It will be forgotten if we do 
Dot look to God, from whom has come 
our help. Pride is sin; boasting is itB 
natural language. Sin is defiant, re
bellious, and always confident of having 
its own way, and by its own plans. In 
counter tendency to this , we should come 
before God as our deliverer, feel, confess 
and act on the principle that ·we are 
weak. It is He that has brought the na
tion through the waters. He has brought 
the heaps of waters over our enemies. 
We love to say, and ought to, mir coun
try, ow' government, OUT naval and mil
itary strength, and our victories. .But 
there is dangel', in such a time as this, 
that we become vain. Looking unto 
God reveals a more powerful disposer of 
eveNts than ourselves--owning. an we 
can ours by absolute right. N one can 
dispute it. No power can maintain a 
claim against His. The land is His. 
He has given it to us as a dwelling-place. 
He has overthrown our enemies that 
have risen to contest His right to give us 
the land for a republican government. 
We hold it sacred to freedom by the 
be,st of titles-the gift of God. Like 
Pharaoh of old, our enemies said: we 
will pursue, we will overtake, we will 
divide the spoil. our lust shall be satis
fied. God has favored our cause. 
They have sunk like lead in the waters. 
They have cast away their chariots of 

war in their flight. Like Israel, we 
ought to sing to-day: "Who is like 
unto thee, 0 Lord? among the Gods 
who is like thee, glorious ill ho~iuess, 
fearful in prai~es, doing wonders ?"
Ex. 15: 9-11. 

How becoming this song for Israel, 
who had been but a little before hedged 
in by the mountains and the sea, and 
pursued by the Egyptian army. Hardly 
less dangerous was our condition four 
years since. A united, treacherolls en
emy was before us, clad and disciplined 
for war. Traitors appeared everywhere 
in the land, in the army, in the halls of 
Congress. At home and abroadadvcrse 
influences met us. The goverhment 
knew not what to do, or whom to trust. 
Many that were trusted were false or 
heartless to our cause. The Capital was 
swarming with secret foes and declared, 
defiant enemies, holding at the time 
nearly all the munitions of war of the 
nation under their control. The foreign 
nations said the republic is a rope of 
sand, and took it for granted almost 
that we were not as a nation. But there 
was a yoice, as of old, to "Abraham :" 
"I will give thee the land." 

To-day all the naval preparations of 
the enemy are in the depths of the sea
"they sank unto the bottom as a stone." 
Their heayy ordnance, by the thonsand, 
has fallen into our hands. Their forts 
and fortifications are abandoned, and 
their strong army, like Pharaoh's hos1., 
is floating about to find a place to make 
a stand. 

Looking baek four years from this 
time, and seeing what has been deyel
oped of plans to destroy the nation, and· 
the malignant, fiendish determination to 
execute them, and what combinations 
at home and abroad were against us, 

." we may say to-day, it is the Lord that 
has been our help, or our enemies would 
have prevailed. vVe were thpn shorn 
of all our strength but the justice of our 
cause and our patriotic hearts. We were 
like Samson in the hands of the Phil
istines, a sport for our enemies. But, 
thanks be to God, the pillars of .their 
wicked fabric have been broken and 
brought down ruin on the lands of the 
Confederacy. The Lord has helped us 
this once. It is meet that we rejoice 
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with humility , and praise Him for what 
we see to-day and hope for in the future. 
E specially, when we consider that· all that 
we have passed through of suffering, 
in reaching this point of triumph, has 
been justly deserved. God has saved us 
from the brink of ruin, where we had 
rushed b}l our sins. He has kept us 
from anarchy. H e has weakened our 
enemies. In mercy , he has made all 
our defeats lay firmly the foundation of 
permanent peace. They have all been 
heavy blows agai.nst Hlavel'y-the cor

of the system. I t pours out from the 
plantations and cities of the whole South, 
in the hundreds . of thousands of half~ 
naked, half-starved, ignorant and de
graded beings, whose affections and 
chastity have been trifled with by their 
oppressors all their lives. God says to 
the nation: Look at this mass of ignol'
ance and filth and see what you have 
been defending and con!J.iving at, and in 
some cases defending from my word. 
See your folly, be ashamed of your 
apologies and soft talk about this in

ller-stone of rebellion--and teaching the iquity that has spewed out all the way I 
cla,ve himself to feel his manhood, and 
arming and disciplining him to defend 
himself. I'Ve, in our inhumanity and 
selfishness did not think of this, did not 
mean it; yea, the government dedared 
a different purpose. But God forced us 
to declare liberty to the captive. D efeat 
and reverses attended our cause, and 
strength and courage carn e to our ene
mi'es. The whole ark trembled until 
hands were put to it and washed from 
the wrongs of the oppressed. Before 
God to-day, we ought to take our place 
in the dust and moum , that we were so 

have led your victorious troops. 
The inhumanity that has appeared, in 

robbing and stabbing the wounded, in 
mutilating the dead on the battle-field, 
and star ving and slaying in cold blood 
our prisoners, show us what a barbarity , 
what a dance of cruelty and death we 
have beeu indifferent about in a Chris
tian land. God's ways in this thing 
shame us for our opinions and practices 
in relation to the colored race. vVe 
ought to humble ourselves in shame and 
self-reproach, that we have been for 
years, in Congress, in onr State legisla

slowto learn that the negro has the feel- tnres , by our public men , trying to save 
ings and rights of a man. God had the Union and make peace at the ex
to writ.e it out in blood before we could Ipense of justice. God has helped us in 
see the se1f~evident truth-slavery is a 
sin. Thousands of cannon must men
ace the capital, with terrific cannonad
ing, before the ears of the nation were 
opened to hear God's eomIIland " to let 
the oppressed go free , and break every 
yoke." We should humble ourselves 
before God in confession and prayer for 
forgiveness, that millions, guilty ofnoth
ing " but a skin not colored like our 
own," have been sunk in all the ignor
ance and degradation of heath(m, in this 
Christian land, and held there by the 
laws of a professedly Christian people. 
It is a shame to humalJity that slavery, 
with all its woes , should have ever found 
supporters in our land, and been de
fended by men educated under our insti

a way that shows that the only way of 
peace is to .proclaim liberty to the cap
tive, as he has commanded. 

IV. W e should look unto the hills , 
from whence has come our help, that we 
may feel our depenc1ence. The rebellion 
has developed a vitality and a strength 
in our government that we had not 
known. Foreign nations have been 
disappointed at the develGpments of 
wealth, the intelligent action, the moral 
and Christian principles , and the power 
of the governmellt in every respect. 
The ship of statt has met the storm no
bly, and nears the port in safety , defy
ing the mad waves that have threatened 
to engulph her. There is dnngel'in such 
a position. It is well to feel strong; b\lt 

tutions. It is a sin and a shame that it is better to feel that our strength is 
we have insulted the word of God by weakness-so much so, at least, as to 
holding it up as a covert for the abomi- keep UB from defiant airs an d provoking 
nation of slavery, or as an apology for measures . The long and severe military 
continuing it. God has helped us, in training of the country in this war, 
this war, in a way that has brought out and the large naval and military prep a
;to the light of the world the iniquities rations, prepare us for aggression. 
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There is danger that we become impa-I blast the intellect and crush the man
tient under insult, and jealous of little hood, pervert the con"cience and judg
encroachments, and sensitive, to a fault, . ment, and degrade the worship of the 
of national honor. The education 0f human wu!. God has helped us for 
the nation, at this time, will tend to this; not that we might have a ci\il ur
JI)ake us feel Im·tle and defiant, if not ganizatiC)ll to use for what purpose we 
provocative, as if the wodd was ours. please, and to manage as party feeling 
No nation has ever had its power ofen- or selfish interest may dictate Our 
durance more severely tried than ours government i~ God's gift to this whole 
in the last four years. Our statesman- land, that the wilderness and solitary 
ship has been proved, our valor on the places shall bud and blossom as the rose, 
field of battle has been tested, our pat- and all men may rejoice in the salvation 
riotism has been tried, our Christian I of our God. He has helped us that there 
principle shown. In all we have met might be here the freest, fullest range to 
the demand of the hour successfully. human thought; that, under the culture 
But remerr.ber that it is the Lord that of our free schools, free press, free Bible 
has helped us. If we forget this, there is and worship, there may be realized the 
danger that we give ourselves up to rash- highest attainmer.t of society, in knowl
ness and insult in diplomacy, and make edge, in virtue and Christian devotion; 
a cause of war out of trifles, and waste and that from our land may go out an 
our ~trength needlessly, and confidently enlightening, regenerating influence for 
boaE,t of strength when we are weak, the world. For this has God helped us. 
only as the Lord helps us. That help We must take no narrow view of the 
can be sought, consistently, OIlly in a reRults of this war. Make the hills, 
just cause. No military preparations, from whence has come ouI' help, our 
however great, will warrant aggressive point of' observation, and we will see 
war, or give hope of success in oppress- the coming millions of our land rej oicing 
ing the weak, or defying, needlessly, the in tbe joy of our hearts to-day, and 
strong. thanking God for the results for which 

V. If we fOl'get the SOUl'f'e from we rejoice. All have the means of ed
whence our help hhS come, we shall not ucation within theii· reach, encouraged 
fully prize the government the Lord has from childhood to make th.~ most of 
given us, and helped us thus· far to de- their powers and opportunities. The 
fend. Many seem to have no other idea word of God is in a language which all 
of a country than a place to live, where can read. rhey are restrained by no 
they can eat and sleep, and, perhaps, get Jaws but snch as hold them to the high 
rich; and that-government is regarded as purpose for which God made mall-a 

• 	 best that gives them the fullest enjoyment life of intelligence, of justice and purity. 
in this respect. Thq overlook entirely We see them all with free access to the 
the great end for which civil government fountain of light in God's word, and re
has been appointed by God. It is for joeing in it as a common inheritance to 
the fullest development of the po\\-el's ofl the race. Such is the view of the fu
man, as a soeial, intellectual and moral tllre of onr land, if wc look from the 
being; to enlarge the sphere of his use- i hills, from which has come our help. 
fulness, and protect and encourage him I vVe here get a glimpse of the purpose of 
in it. I the LOcd in its present unfolding and 

That government is best that gives Ifuture promise, and can realize some
the freest, largest range of the human Ithing of 'the greatness of His work in 
soul in its mission ·of good-will to man lour struggle. We are prepared to ap
and glory to God. God has helpec1 us Ipreciate what he has wrought for us in 
in this struggle that we might have a I humblirig ollr enemies by the fiJ,ll of 
government for this, a government that IRichmond. vVe call say, sincerely, 
puts no brand upon the human soul that i "0 praise the Lorc1,all ye nations; 
degrades it, or dooms it to a service not Ipraise him, all ye people, for his merci 
required by its Creator. Goel has helped i f'ul kindness is great toward us."
us that there may be no power in law to Psalms] 17 : 1, 2. .. 
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AN ADDRESS Ienezer Goodell, David Hitchcock, Peter 
J.. , 

By REV. ALFRED STEVENS, D. D., 

February 22, 1883, 
THE FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY 

Of his pastorate with the 
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH,WXSTMINSTER WEST. 

BRETHREN AND FRIENDS: 
It is forty years to-day since I was 

installed as yollI' pastor. I was firH 
seen in your pulpit ten months before 
my installation. It was on the second 
Sabbath in April, 1842; there was no 
person in the congregation I had ever 
seen before I came to town. It was 
a pleasant day. 

I had not thought of beiug a car.di
date for settlement when I came among 
yon, put I soon learned that that 
was the expectation among the peo
pIe, and the congregation was large 

Hall, .John Miller and Ira Carpenter. 

All of these were men who hall passed 


II the meridian of life, and most of them 
were upwards of seventy years. These 
have all passed into the congrfgation of 
the dead. Most of them had their wives 
with t.hem that day-noble women, 
mothers of worthy men and women; 
they, too, have all passed away. There 
are only three men and a few women 
that regularly worship with us to·day 
that could be regarded as active memo 
bel's of the church and society when I 
was installed as your pastor. 

I think there is not a farm in the parish 
that is now owned and occupied by the 
same persons that helel them then. Some 
have passed from the fathers to the chil
dren, but most have entirely new oceu.
pants; all are changed in many respects,. 
Only a few of your houses had ever had' 
a coat of white paint, and only two had' 
blinds to the windows. There was no' 

that day; there was evidently a feeling piano in the parish; a single melodeoll' 
of anxiety and expectation with most; 
with some, curiosity to heal' a new min
ister . I was introduced by Deacon 
Asahel Goodell, into a moderately 
high pulpit, located between the doors 
leading into che audi·ence-roorn. It was 
reached by stairs on both sides; was 
without a earpet. A ~troIlg board firmly 
nailed to supports was my resting-place. 
Behind me in the 10ft were at least 
twenty good singers, supported in the 
service by a bass-vioI.and afiute. Near
est to me, as I looked from the pulpit, 
and most prominent among the faces 
that. m~t my eye , was that of your old 
minister, the Rev. Timothy Field, whose 
looks always told his likes and dislikes. 
In the next pew sat Zadock Hitchcock, 
then Captain Amos H ltchcock, Atherton 
Hall, David Gorham , J abez Miller, 
Orion Carpenter and Luman Wilcox. 
In the body pews at the right sat Dea
con Ebenezer Goodhue, then .Joseph 
Ranney, E~q., D eacon Elijah Ranney, 
Calvin Hanney, Mr. Richmond, Elisha 
Berry, 81'. and .Jr., and Edward Camp
bell. In th" wall pews on the right sat 
Reuben Prentiss, Daniel Bailey, Aaron 

was the only apology for an organ of 
any kind. Most of the music then in 
the parish was made by the human 
voice. Th€re was no lack of singers, 
then, in any place in the parish. A little 
observation will show that there has 
been a great change in all these partic
1Ilars since I have been your pastor. 
But there is one thing that has not 
changed. My first sermon after my 01'

dinatiop, Feb. 22, 1843, was fi'om the 
text, "For I am determinec1llottoknow 
anything' among you save .Jesus Christ 
and him crucified." This was the mes
sage from me to your fathers whel! I 
was their young minister. This is the 
msssagc I have borne to yon, their chil
dren, now 1 am a gray-headed mall. 
I loved that message then; I love it now 
for the same reason, "for it is the powpr 
of God unto salvation to everyone that 
believeth." 

I have preached often and plainly Oll 

questions that have ariseu from habits 
of the parish that needed rebuke or en
couragement, on- questions affecting 
State or national interests, bnt never 
unless I thought the honor ofmy Saviour 

Gould, Captain Crowell, Abiel carpen-I required such discourse. lily ol'dination 
tel' and Joseph Hamblin. On the left vows demanded that my gospel to you 
sat Isaac Gorham , Stephen Tuthill, Eb- should be the gosr~el of Christ, seeking 
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to save the lost. I have tried to be faith- sick and dying. I have oftell'-aeen carried 
ful to those vows. But I have much to near to the heavenly world,asI have heard 
confess of imperfection, to the parish, your fathers and mothers, brothers and 
and more to my Saviour. Thebarren- sisters speak of the blessedness of faith 
r1ess of my ministry in conversions hum- in Christ in the hour of death. These 
bles me, and makes me reluctant to re- scenes have deepened not a little my in
view it. I think I can truly say I have terest in your homes. Your homes arc 
studied to preach Christ to you, and precious to me, for in many of them I 
have not kept back anything of doctrine have learned how precious Christ is 
01· command that I find revealed in the when all earthly things fail. The cham
Bible. The subject of salvation has lost bel'S where the good men and women 
none of its interest by repeated discourse. that waited on my early ministry met 
It does not seem old; it is as fresh to day their fate will always be remembered. 
as when I first spoke to you of the great Their words of confident trust I still 
love of God for sinners. hear. Their la_oks of resignation to the 

I find I have preached to you 1,400 hand of death I still recall, and shall as 
sermons fully written, and as many long as I remember anything. I would 
more from briefs or entirt--ly extempora-I not have blotted from my history the 
neaUS-some of these from the pulpit, seasons of communings with good men 
but more of them in the vestry or the and women that chose me as their minis
school-houses in the pari.sh. I have tel' forty years ago, as the band of death 
been with you, in my pulpit service, in was taking them over the river. To 
expositions mostly written out, through have repeated the promises and invita
Galatians, Romans, Acts of the Apos- tions of the blessed Saviour, in my poor 
tIes, the Book of Job, the Gospels of way, beside the dying-beds in the par
John and Matthew. In these discourses, ish, furnishes the most d~lightful recol
which number over 300, we have sat lection in the review of the years Ihave 
together before the Saviour with the be- spent with you. 
loved disciple, and heard him speak of But I must say to-day that all the 
the divine love manifested in Christ. dying-beds that I have visited in the 
We have considered the change effected parish have not been scenes of Christian 
in Saul, the proud Pharisee, by the spirit triumph, Often I could only commend 
of God, and have followed him in his the dying one to Christ, asking him to 
journeyings, preaching Christ in the come into salvation in the eleventh hour. 
islands of the sea, in Asia, in Greece My unfaithfulness has been rebuked as 
and at Rome. "\Ve have heard him in I have often tried to speak words for 
the praying circles by the seaside, before Jesus into ears ljist closing in death, 
kings and in the schools of philosophers, that should have been spoken before. I 
speaking, but always of Christ the Di- hear to-day a voice from some of the 
vine Saviour, able to save. vVe have dying-beds that I have visited, saying, 
together considered, in the book of Job, "You should have let no opportunity 
how God comes down into human af- pass to point the young and old of your 
fairs, how he chastens His children, flock to Christ, unimproved.' -' I turn 
how He sustains and how He rewards to Christ to-day for forgiveness of my 
the faithful. The richest hours of my neglects, th",nkful that the promises of 
life have been my communings with the Christ may be repeated with hope on the 
great apostle, the beloved disciple and brink of the grave, and that dying eyes 
the afflicted man of U z, in my prepar- may be directed to the Saviour the gos
ation to teach you what Christ has been pel reveals. 
to his people, and what he is to you and I have preached Christ Jesus to you 
me. as your comfort in affliction. There are, 

I have preached Christ in your fam- I think, only three houses in the parish 
ilies, beside the bed of the sick and dy- in which I have not attended funerals
iug. I do not think of any family long in some of them as many as seven. I 
resident in the parish in which I have have been with you 307 times to the 
not been called to speak of Christ to the graves of your loved ones, and commit-
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ted their mortal remains to the keeping 
of Him who is the resurrection and the 
life. I have been present and officiated, 
in part or alone, at all the fhnerals that 
have occurred in the parish when I was 
in town, except two. Twice a Univer
salist minister has been (,AlBed bv the 
afflicted family, a Methodist three times 
and a Baptist four times. We shared 
the services together by. the request of 
the family. I have been called from 
the parish to attend funerals 75 times. 

Of'the 307 that have died in the parish 
during my pastorate, 9 were between 90 
and 100 years of age; 57 between 80 
and 90 , 111 between 70 and 80 j 30 be
tween 60 and 70; 16 between 50 and 
60; 12 between 40 and 50 ; 16 between 
30 and 40 j 16 between 20 and 30, and 
40 under 20 years of age [three sincll 
over 80 = 60 over 80]. Of all these 
it is written, "They died." Most of 
them are forgotten by a large part of 
those living in the.parish to-day. Many 
of them occupied, forty years ago, the 
same seats in the house of God that you 
occupy to-day. They heard the same 
gospel you listen to from Sabbath to 
Sabbath. With many of them I took 
sweet counsel in the house of God, in 
the Rocial circles and in the houses vou 
now occupy. Of all of them I CAln ;ay, 
they were my friends, so fiu as I know. 

1 have attended 95 weddings. 1 have 
preached Christ to the youth of the par
ish. It has been a great pleasure for 
me to do it, but the reflection is embit
Fered somew hat by the thought that they 
have not all been led to Christ. That 
they should have spent their minority 
under my ministry, and gone out from 
the parish without the love of Christ in 
their hearts, is my grief to-day. 

1 have preached Christ to the busi
ness men of' the parish-preached him 
as their Saviour, His life as their exam
ple., and His law as their rule of life. 
I have called their attention repeatedly 
to their civil duties, and urged them to 
fear God as eitizens, in voting, in buy
ing and selling, and as neighbors to be 
kind and condescending, to be just, "do
ing to others as they would that others 
should do to them." 

There has been generally harmony 
and good feeling in the parish in the 

dealings of man with man; yet I must 
say there would have been better if all 
had been more thoughtful about the 
practical l,"irtues of the gospel 1 have 
preached. I know of no difficulty be
tween parisuioner& the years 1 review 
thatdid not arise very much from a want 
of good will, and did uot find a settle
ment for the same reason. Tho;;,e that 
have taken with them the spirit of 
Christ in their buying and selling, and 
kept the example of Christ with them 
on their farms and in their shops, have 
lived in peace, generally. 

I cannot, without a good deal of 
trouble, tell how many sermons I have 
preached on the practical virtues of civil 
life. I have preached repeatedly on 
temperance, on honesty in trade and 
politics, on the duty of bearing one an
other's burdens, in taxes in the church, 
the town and State j on economy and 
diligence in business; Oil the duty and 
dignity of labor and the happiness from 
it; on the sin of avarice and the con
sequences of it to the individual and so
ciety. Next to the importance of sal
vation, I have tried to show the parish 
that the gospel demands generosity in 
busine~s life, a nobleness of spirit in 
civil intercourse that shows that we 
think of something besides ourselves in 
the bargains we make and the votes we 
cast. 

I have lahored to make my gospel to 
you commend the service of' Christ as 
worthy of your first regard. My am
bition has been to make this small par
ish tell the most possible for the cause 
of Christ in the world. ·Wherein I have 
failed t.o enlist any family or individual 
in a practical wily in preaching the 
gospel in all the earth, I feel that I 
have failed in my ministerial work. An 
individual or a ehureh that is not identi
fied ina practical way with the movement 
to give the gospel to this sinful world 
cannot long maintain a Christian stand
ing that commands respect. 

The church, during the years under 
review, has given to other churches, of 
her members, 113-some of them our 
most helpful members, as to pecuniary 
aid and Christian influence. This con
tribution took the youthful life of the 
church generally. It has weakened our 
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home influence, but. thanks to God, it yearly for tobacco than has been' given 
has strengthened others. 'Ve have not for benevolent purposes-I think I may 
spent the years to enlarge ourselves, but add to this the salary of the pastor. 'We 
the caURe of Christ in the world. Our should have been richer to-day, as a peo
home infl:uence is relatively less than it pIe, financially, been happier and more 
was forty years ago, but never, ill the united, if we had given more gener
history of the church, has her influence 01181y for others' good. You have spent 
been so extended and efficient for the on the church, in repairs and for bell, 
work of the Christian church in the $5,500 since I have been your pastor. 
world as now. This contriimtion has There has been a weekly prayer
been made in no narrow liectarian spirit. meeting maintained in the parish dur
Our Methodist and Baptist brethren ing my ministry; the attendance has 
have shared it the Presbyterians generally been small. For many years 
largely. It is our pride that our mem- it was held with the families near the 
bers are good enough for any evangeli- church. For a number of years we had 
cal denomination, and can work for the a weekly meeting for the young people, 
honor of Christ with any that hold to which was quite "largely attended for 
"Christ the head." some time, but was gradually neglected, 

The benevolent organizations for and revived in different forms as a Bible 
which contributions have been IT.ade class and a prayer-meeting. The ben
every year are the A. B. C. F, efits of these social meetings have not 
1\1., llOme missions, A . .M:. S., and, been fully prized by the church. As a 
Bible Society. In the early years of Iconsequence, our years together have 
my ministry a contribution was regu
larly taken for the American Tract So
eiety. The American Education Soci
ety, the Sabbath-school Society, and the 
Society for AirlingColleges at the West, 
have been remembered in our contribu

,tions. We have remembered those 8uf
fering by fire and famine, also. The 
definite amounts that have gone from 
the society in these years cannot bl) told, 
as no record was kept in the early years 
of my mini!ltry. The ordinary contri
hution has never been over $300 in aHY 
one year. There have been two small 
legacies. I think it would not be an 
over-statement to say the total of the 

heen, comparatively, barren of conver
sions. The great mistake of these years, 
as it appears to me, ls, we have been 
more anxious to build up our church 
than to save the lost. This is a com
mon mistake. To live is not the whole 
of life. 'Ve mll!;t do the work of Christ, 
lead men-sinful men-to him for sal
vation, if our church has vital growth. 
The person that spends all his thoughts 
in care of his health will always be a 
feeble man. We are placed in the world 
not 10 live simply, but to do some
thing. 

There has generally been a willing-. 
Hess in the church to share the pecun

contribution for Christian work, outside iary support of the parish, but time and 
of the parish, has been $10.000. This effort have been sparingly given to lead 
does not include the work of the ladies sinners to Christ. This is the ,great 
in barrels and boxes of clothing for work of the Christian. No amount of 
missionaries and orphan schools, which paying in money can cancel the Chris
will amount to $1,500 more. It will 
be manifest from this that t1e parish has 
not practiced very much of self-denial 
for the cause of Christ during the years 
under review. 

You are not a prodigal people, but it 
is doubtless true that you have spent, 
since I have been your pastor, many 

tian's obligation. 
There have been added to the church 

by profession, during these forty yea.rs, 
as follows: 1843, 2; 1844, 1; 1845. 
6; 1846, 1; 1849, 1 ; 1851,3; 1853, 
12; 1855, 1; 1856, 8 ; 1859, 2 : 1860, 
3; 1861, 1; 1863, 2; 1864, 3; 1866, 
3; 1867, 3; 1868,31; 1871, 1 ; 1~74, 

times the amour,t of your benevolent 2; 1876, 3; 1878, 1; 1879,1; 1880, 
gifts in ways of no practical benefit to 1; 1882, 2; in all, 94. There have 
YOIl or your families. I am sure that been received by letter,37. We have 
there has been more spent in the parish l(>st by death, 84, and 3 have been ex

1 
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communicated, makiug in all, including 
removals, 200, while we have receiwd 
only 131, which shows a 105s of mem
bership of t:1e church of 69. We now 
report only 79 members. While we ac
cept this as an evidence of my unfaith
fulness and mourn over it, I find com
fort somewhat in the fact that the larger 
part .of our loss has been in the further
ance of the cause of Christ. Those we 
have dismissed to other churches have 
taken from us families from which we 
would naturally look for an increase, 
and from which we know the church 
has receiv('d large increase. Infant 
baptisllls, 100. 

I find a corresponding decrease in the 
population of the parish. Ido not know 
what the population of the parish was 
in 1842, but I cannot eount more than 
350 that can now properly be said to 
belong to the parish. Unless you have 
given thought to the subject, you will 
be surprised to know how many farms 
have been given up to pastures or united 
with other farm~, where there were fam
ilies living in 1842. I think there are 
24. From some of them the buildings 
have all disappeared; on others theyre
main empty or occupied by some tran
sient family. On some of these farms, 
in 1842, were large families; but this 
decrease in houses in the parish is not 
the most discouraging look. \Vhen I 
visited the families in the early years of 
my ministry I was greeted by children, 
but in the later years we meet, but com
paratively few children. It is hopeful 
to be able to say that there has been a 
great improvement in the past few years. 
Though the parish has decreased in 
population, my estimate of it", impor
tanee as a field of ministerial labor has 
not changed. It has been, is now and 
always will be a center of large influ
ence, either for good or evil. Minist.e
rial and Christian labor will not be 
useless. 

When I came here there was no rail
road in the state; none nearer, I think, 
than Old Concord, Mass. A telegraph 
Was not known. A telephone Was a 
thing unheard of. These means of 
communication have connected larger 
towns, but have left this parish out in 
the cold. We must go out to get into 

the current that is rushing Ly. Very 
few come in: We can enjoy only the 
blessedness of giving onto It is worthy 
of our best efforts to make what we give 
of worth to the world. 

I would refer, in this review, to what 
I have not preached. 

I have not preached myself. I do 
not mean by this that I have been free 
from selfishness in my ministry. I know 
there has been too much. But I think 
I can say in good conscience that I have 
not remained these years in any expec
tation of wealth or honor of this world. 
The (]uestion has been asked me a 
number of times, if I would accept of 
an invitation to show myself in oth"r 
pulpits as a eandidate. I have always 
replied, I was under obligation to the 
West Parish so long as they. fulfilled 
thei~ engagements with me, and I had 
evidence I was approved of my master. 
I have not studied to be a popular min
ister. Perhaps it would have been bet
ter for the parish and the cause of Christ 
if I had been more thoughtful in that 
direction. 

You will bear witness to the truth of 
my words, if I say I have not preached 
my own wants. I do not know how it 
is, but my wants have all been supplied 
in some way, so that no one in the par
iilh has ever heard any complaint from 
me about my support. I h"ve never 
asked you to increase my salary. If I 
have ever been short in my means, as 
has often been the case, I have regarcl
ed it as the common lot of thousands, 
and waited for some way of relief. 
Ministers are not the onlv class that are 
obliged to put up with •small income. 
When I settled with you, 40 years ago, 
my salary, $400.00, and parsonage, 
valued at $50.00, was ample for my 
support, as my circumstances then were 
and the prices of the means of living 
then ranged. I saved a little the first 
ten years of my ministry, enough to 
pay some debts that had accumulated in 
my education. In 186.9, you voluntari
ly raised my ~alary $100..00, and have 
continued the same until the present 
time. I have been remembered a num
ber of times by gifts in eash of $100.00 
and more each time. I hav« a little to
day, a home that I can call my own. 
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What I prize more than money, I have 
always had your sympathy in every dark 
honr of my mini,,\;ry. 

But it is due to me and you to say in 
this review, if I could have laid by all 
that I have received from other sources 
than my salary, it would have to-day 
amounted to some thousands more than 
I now have. I do not refer to this 
complainingly, but as an illustration of 
the tact I have stated, I have not sought 
yours. Like Paul, I have sought that 
you might be relieved as mueh as possi
ble of burdens, which you might have 
properly been asked to bear. But I 
think I am as well off as my brethren 
in the ministry, who have preached their 
wants and resigned to better their con
dition pecuniarily. 

There are but few ministers of our 
denomination (and it is true of ~ de
nominations) that have not changed 
parishes since I have been with you. 
In nine-tenths of the removals the ques
tion of support determined the action. 
My judgment, which I wish here to 
record, is, a small salary with a home 
is worth more than a large one and no 
home. I have not kuown a brother 
minister that has become rich by re
movals, rarely have they eyen bettered 
their condition fiuancially. But parishes 
should remember that 40 years has 
made changes in habits of living. I 
do not say it is for the better. The 
fact meets us everywhere. No mother 
in the parish can satisty her daughter 
with the expense in dress that satisfied 
her when a girl. Fathers do not expect 
their sons to appear in the simple attire, 
or ride in the same kind of a carriage, 
and have only the outfit that met their 
ideas when young. No business man 
or farmer expeets to be satisfied with 
the small avails of the year that was 
enough for the ambitions of his fathers. 
To live in 1883 as our fathers did 50 
years ago is simply to be out of society. 
Societies must con~ider these facts in 
providing for the support of their minis
ters. Ministers cannot gl'ade their ex
penses by the standard of living 40 
years ago better than any other family. 
Ministers doubtless must bear their 
share of responsibility for the habits of 
societ~ that have made their homes 

transient, but not wholly. Certainly 
they have had to bear the effects of the 
change in their constant removals, with
ont bettering their condition. This 
trouble of removal il> not with ministers 
simply. Change is a national mania; 
change in fashions, in business, new 
adventures, something startling in mon
ey making, in speed in traveling, in 
grotesque exhibitions of style in dress 
or building. Nothing that has been 
before satisfies. All are on the stretch 
to be ahead. As soon as one reports 3 
minutes, you will, hear another say 
2 : 40, followed quickly by 2 :25. Man 
and beast are put on the track to be 
ahead. Expense is nothing. Be 
ahead is everything. Ministers and so
cieties are in trouble from it. What is 
needful for both is to have patience and 
be considerate of each other's fault in 
this respect, and make the expenses of 
each other as small as possible. I could 
not have said this early in my ministry 
without seeming to hint at an increase 
of salary. Being made at my age and 
with my resignation before you, you 
will accept it, I trust, as thoughtful
ness about a successor. 

At my settlement I was allowed two 
Sabbaths a year for myself. But my 
health has been unintcJTuptedly good, 
80 that I have not felt the need of an 
annual visit to the springs or places of 
recreation to improve my health. Min
isterial vacations are institutions that 
have grown up. or at least grown into 
importance, during my ministry. Min
isters need rest like other men without 
doubt, but that it needs to be taken by 
an annual visit to places of fashionable 
resort is more of a fashion than necessi
ty. I cannot tell the number of Sab
baths I have left the parish without a 
supply. I think not the number of 
years of my ministry. Only three 
Sabbaths have I fi\iled to preach from 
ill-health. J can think of only 10 Sab
baths that I have not prelwhed all or 
part of the day during the 40 years of 
'my ministry. Most of the Sabbaths I 
have preached ; ,)ften three times. 

I have had a class in the Sabbath 
SchoGI since 1844. It was a large cla~s 
of old men and women, a number of 
them over 80 when I took it. It has 
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changed many times in that time. It history has been parting with ministerial 
is now compo~ed mostly of persons in' brethren just as I had begun to prize 
middle life. There were two other them as neighbors, and wait in uncer
classes in the school that have retained tainty for a stranger to come to their 
their organization, most of the time place. 'Vest Brattleboro church has 
under the same teachers, Deacon Good- had but three different mini8ters during 
hue and his wile. There have been the 40 years of this review. Two pas
nine different superintendents of the torates cover most of that period. 
school during my ministry. They are· Grafton has had only two pastorates. 
all living to-day, with one exception. 
What we have done in this department 
of Christian work has not been 1'01' our
selves simply. I think of the large 
families that were connected with the 
school in the early days of my ministry, 
that have not to-day a representative in 
town. I do not know where they all 
are now, but some of them I know are 
faithful mel! and women in the church 
of Christ in other places. I have often 
been asked if it was not discouraging to 
preach to a congregation, feeling that 
in a few years most of them were to go 

All the. other churches in the county 
have made frequent changes. Some 
have changed many times, so I can say 
I have made the acquaintance of a large 
number of ministers of the county. I 
can recall the names of 106 different 
ministers that have ministered to our. 
churches in the county a longer or 
shorter time, during my ministry here. 
Most of them were good men and 
highly educated. My intercourse with 
them has been generally pleasant and 
profitable. I loved them all, but I 
loved some better than others. All of 

from the place. It is so j but I a~ those that composed the Associati(.n 
consoled by the thought that I am not when I joined, :May, 1843, have died, 
here to build up this church simply, but with one exception. My z!ery dear bro
the church of Christ. In a community 
like ours we must expect that other 
societies and churches are to reap the 
fruit of what we do for Christ. I can 
not mention all the books of the Bible 
that have been made subjeet of study in 
the Sabbath School since I have known 
it. Early in my ministry the School 
went through the Assembly's Cate
ehism, each lesson being made the 8ub
ject of the sermon in the morning ser
vice. }<'or years we have followed the 
lessons noted by the International Sun
day School Committee. 'Ve would 

ther Foster still lives. * I would here 
record my appreciatiou of the benefits 
of the Association to me. Those meet
ings I have generally attended with 
great pleasure and profit. I find on file 
between 30 and 50 articles in manu
script, that I have prepared for the 
meetings, on questions of interest to our 
churches. 

The years I have spent here have not 
been years of general revival in the 
county, it we except one year, 1864. 
No church, of any denomination, has 
maintained its numbers by additions by 

note this as one of the great improve- profession during the years under re
menta in the Sabbath School work view. This certainly is true of the 
since 1842 j destined as we think, to churches in rural towns. The young 
work good not to the church simply. life leave!! such towns. This is especi
It is national in its influer:.ee, giving to ally tme of religious families. Thi!' 
the rising generation one rule of life. should be expected. Christianity is in-

During my ministry the church has spiring, diffusive, progressive. No 
been invited 83 times to ecclesiastical 
councils with sister churches, which I 
have attelided, generally with a dele
gate; three times to organize new 
churches, four to settJe difficulties be
tween brethren or sisters. The demand 
for couneils in the region has been 
mostly to settle and dismis~ min!sters. 
One of the unpleasant thmgs III my 

country or family can settle into a life
less condition, content with a living 
simply, that is pet'meated by the doc
trines of the gospel. It is a moral ne
cessity that Christian families should be 
the moving influence of the world. 
wish I had time to read the names of 

.. [Deceased, Sept. 1111, 1881. See History of 
Putney, this volume, page 259.] 

I 
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those that have left the parish since I colors or foulld a higher place ill his 
have been the minister, and notice the wonderful history, than when preaching 
positions they occupy and the influence Christ to his fellow prisoners, or tell
they are exerting in the church and ing the story of the cross on his jour
state. Some of 113 that we have dis- neyings among the mountains of Asfa 
mis8ed to other churches took with them Minor. Everywhere, whether on Mars 
families j all took impressions moral Hill, in the school of Tyrannus or in 
and religious here received. The the prayer meeting, by the river side, 
membership of the church is less than <his greatI:.ess was in the message he 
40 years ago. The population of the bore. No church, however small, or 
parish is less, but the influence of the limitcd by geographical bounds, need 
parish never was 80 widely felt for gcod lose self-respect 1;0 long as it faithfully 
as to-day. In many respects it is more can say, Behold the Lamb of God that 
important that there be maintained vig- taketh away the sins ofthe world. The 
orous Christian life in such a place as glOl y of any church must be in the 
this, than in larger. cross of Christ. The greatness of a 

'Ve often hear persons speak of cen- ,minister must be found in the gospel 
tel'S of Christian and moral influences. ! message to a lost world. Rather than 
Every moral being is such a center, feel that our parish is small. let us look 
whether he lives on the hills or in the upon it as la.rge enough for our best 
valleys, the city or the rural town. efforts, and mourn and ask forgiveness 

In closing I say I have had a grow~ of the Master, that we have not more 
ing impression of the importance of the fully possessed the land for him. He 
West Parisb ever since I have known that touche~ a moral being here or any
it. Yo It must be little among the thou- where else, touches chords that vibrate 
sands of Judah, but there has and can through. eternity. As an inducement 
still come out of you the rulers of Israel. to faithfulness in the field given for us 
It is the glory of' the gospel we preach, to cultivate, I say furthermore, remem
that it emphasizes the worth of a moral bel' our time is passing rapidly. Look
being. ing back from the point we occupy tQ-

There have gone from the parish dur- day, I do not see anything that has 
ing the 40 years nnder review, 9 phy- stood still. As I look back, I see the 
sicians. They will be acknowledged youth and children of the parish that 
as an honor to the profession by all that met me 40 years ago, rushing by me) 
have known them; four clergymen, two some out into the broad nelds of active 
of'them have pl'eached the gospel out- life. They are soon lost to sight. 
side of their own land; also fonr law- Some to the grave. The passer-by 
yers; two are now filling professors' reads to-day the date of their birth and 
chairs in colleges. Oulyone has risen death. That is all that is known of 
to the dignity of an author. A number them. I see, too, those that were then 
have had the title of professor, as teach- the occupants of' these farms, passing 
ers in high school~, and in music and by me. The sound of their driving, 
engineering. But professional titles are their threshing, their buying and selling 
quite insignificant as showing the main soon ceases. The grave holds silent 
current of influence, that has burst the watch over them to-day. I see those 
bounds of our narrow valley these 40 of the parish then approaching man
years. 'Ve must see the bllsiness men, hood, rushing by me, to take the places 
the intelligent, pious families that dot their fathers had just left, striking out 
the whole land, presided over by your for larger fields and with a rush grasp
sons and daughters, before we can real- ing for more than their fathers had, 
ize the importance of the West Parish and in a few years of struggle lie down 
as a center of influence. I have always in the grave, or they are lost to my sight 
felt it was a great thing to preach the in the great business thoronghfares of 
gospel here. It is the message of the our growing country. I see, too, the 
minister tbat makes him great, not the aged of the parish that met me then, 
place. Paul never shone in brighter < moving by me with halting steps. 

1 
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They are soon out of' my sight. Their 
sun quickly goes down before me. It 
is as still as mght wbere they Were. It 
seems but the work of the day passing 
in my dreams at night. No, nothina 
:'stands still here that is of lusting inter
,est to me or vou or the world. It is 
:the great h{terest of humanity that 
<crowds upon our thoughts and pusbes 
us to the front and onward, and' urges 
us to faithfulness for the Master who 
has given us this vineyard to cultivate. 
This vineyard. Here in this narrow 
vall~y we" find our field of labor. Here 
we measure our strength for usefulness, 
and count the results of our lives that 
are to appear at the judgment oay. It 
will 110t be asked there how much im
provement you have made on your 
farms, in your flocks and houses. 
These have their importance, and I am 
proud, as you have occasion to be, in 
the change for the better that has taken 
place since I first know the parish. 
But otber tbings are to determine the 
result of ollr lives. W 0 are touching, 
in all we do as minister and people, 
that which is to last; while our oppor
tunitieio are rapidly passing in which 
we can be of' any \18e to the world. 
How many opportunities have been lost 
,by neglect since I have been with you, 
I cannot tell. I bave anxiety, a shrink. 
ing iI'om the opening of the books that 
>are to show my 40 years passed with 
you. I and YOlt have forgotten much 
>of these years, but we shall know it all 
tben. I shall never review another 40 
years with you, but I shall stand with 
you in tbe judgment day. Our years 
together will then be more perfectly re
viewed. Nothing will be left to con
jecture or doubt. We shall find it all 
written. It will be read. 

I only wish to say these 40 years 
have passed quickly. It seems but a 
little while. They have passed pleas
antly. Much has occurred that I could 
wish otherwise, but nothing that has 
produced permanent alienation between 
pastot' and people. To have been per
mitted to preach Christ Jesus to you 
so long a time is a privilege of which I 
am unworthy. How much longer this 
privilege shall be continued, I shall 
leave to you and the 1\laster to deter

mine. I feel thankful to my Heavenly 
Father for these years; for my health, 
and favor with this town and the county 
and state. My ministerial relations in 
the county and state, and the other side 
of the river too, have been pleasant. I 
feel thankfltl to this church and society 
for their patience with my many faults 
and their forbearance with me as their 
minister so long. I have not had the 
misfortune to quarrel with my deacons 
or the singers, not often with #lny of 
the parish. I can account for this only 
on the supposition that they have re
g&rded my thougbtless, foolish word". 
unwortby of their notice. 

If it shall be ordered tbat the present 
relation should continue a little longer, 
I hope it will be peaceful and fruitful in 
conversions of sinners, and growth of 
Christian graces in the church and so
ciety. When you wish my active pas
torate to dose, I hope you will frankly 
tell me. I shall receive it kindly. I 
only ask you to let my pastorate for
mally remain, and me have a home 
with you and be of use to you as a 
Cbristian and a citizen. When I die 
let me rest with your dead. I want to 
wait with them for tbe morning of the 
resurrection. 

[Rev. Dr. Stevens has also publisbed : 
The Duty of Christians in Time of 

National Calamity; 

A sermon preached on the Day of 
National Thanksgiving, Aug. 8th,1865, 
at the funeral of 

SERGT. WALTER W. RANNEY, 

who died of wounds received at the 
battle of Gettysburgh. 

Printed at the Phamix Jub Office, 
Bellows Falls, 1865-pp. 15.] 

DIED SINCE THE WAR, 

Of the soldiers in the war of 181H -5, 

George Field, Dec. 25, 1879. 

A. STEYENS. 
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WESTMINSTER. sales of sheep for shipment to nearly 
every country on the globe where fine 

EAST A."!ifO WEST PARISHES, CONCL{;SION. wool is produced, sending a car-load 

REV. F ..J. l"AIRBANKS, the writer of from bis own flock to 1\Iontana bu t a 
the History of 'Westminster, wail the few weeks before his death. 
minister of the Congregational church He was one of the founders, and, for 
there from April, 1863, to April, 1871; many years, one of the dire(,wrs of the 
40 members being added during his State Agricultural Society, and Vice
ministrations to the church; during his President of the New England Agri
pastorate, he wrote out the history of cultural Society; a staunch democrat, 
the East Parish. -eminently just and public-spirited, 

Native also of Westminster is the and commanded the respect of all who 
Rev. C. A. Dickenson, graduate of knew him. Through a long and very 
Harvard and of Andover Theological painful illness he retained his interest in 
Seminary; pastor of Portland, -:\le., public affairs, and especially in the im f 
and Lowell, 1\Iass.-F. J. F. provement of sheep, which was a work 

I 

HENRY CRA.WFORD, born in Westmin- of love that ended only with his life. 
ster, Sept. 21,1793; fitted at Chester- He married in May, 1839, Adaline 
field (N. H.) Academy. He studied Wilcox, of this town. Children: E. 
law with Hon. "Wm. C. Bradley, of L. Campbell, now of Comstock's I.and
Westminster, and practiced in Walpole, ing, N. Y.; and F ..G. and C. H. 
N H 'n 1822 h h • d t Campbell,both ofWestmmsterWest, and 
.. " ., tI , w en ~ remo" e .0 ho',h leading agriculturists; and Carrie 
UtIca, N. Y., and practlCed there tIll C., wife of C. Horace Hubbard, Esq., 
his death in March, 1835.-REV. H. of Springfield.-From Obituaries. 
WHITE. 

OHAS. 1\1. EMERSON, son of Rev. ITEMS WITH CORRIGENDA. 
Reuben and Persis Emerson. Born BY HENRY C. LANE, TOWN CI,ERK.
1798, graduated at Dartmouth College 

Capt. Jesse Bnrke, p. 60. His wife
in 1809; studied and practiced law in 

Leah Jennings; and the Hon. Edmund
Hartford, Ct., Pro\!idence, R. I. and 

Burke; p. 67, was the grandson of
New Orleans, La.; he married twice. 

Capt. Jes~e Burke, p. 56. 

GEORGE CAMPBELL, 
 John Lane, married Olive Jennings, 

a leading agriculturist, died at his home sister of Leah, wife of Capt. Jesse 
in West Westminster, May 22, 1882,in Burke, p. 60. 
his 64th year. He was an enthusiastic Ithamer Lane, married Lucinda, 
breeder of Merino sheep, attaining, in daughter of Perez Clark. 
that industry, a world-" ide reputation. The wife of John Lane was Olive 
In his efforts for the improvement and Jennings, or she was sister of Leah, 
exhibition of his flock, he traveled ex wife of Capt. Jesse Burke. Je!lse 
tensively, visiting England, Scotland, Burke was the father of Elijah, and Eli 
Germany, France and Spain, and many jah the father of Hon. Edmund Burke. 
States of our own country. He was a Thus, Edmund Burke's grandmother, 
spirited exhibitor, his sheep taking I.eah, was sister to my great grand. 
highest honors at State, National and mother, Olive. The Clarks, Scotto and 
International, as well as local exhibi Perez were my great grandfather and 
tions. He made frequent and large grandfather, respectively. 
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CAPT. THEODORE COLE. very numerous. Asa, born in 1768; 
.his early boyhood was passed in 

In 1694, one Thomas Cole, hus- Westmoreland, N. H. He learned 
band-man, was at Salem, Mass. He the mill-wright's trade of his step
may have been the one who came to fa.the)·,. Sa~lUel Garfield, aI~d worked 

t l C 1 . th M d J h with hIm m many places m Massa-
Ie oony m e aryan 0 n chusetts and in Maine. Jan. 1793 

in 1633 and was an original proprie- he married Anna Goldsmith of Ha;
tor of Hampton, but this is uncer· vard, resided in Ringe and West
tain. He died in Apr. 1679 leaving ~norelan?; died, Dec. 6, 18~6. le~v
two sons Abraham and John, the mg a wife .and large famIly. She 

, . . . was a supenor Woman and by great
latter of whom bom m164- marned exertion kept her children with her 
Mary Knight, May 18, 1667. She until able to go their various ways 
died before 1675, and before 1686, in life. She afterward married 
he married Sarah Alsbee. He was IAmory Poll~rd, whom she survived 
a cooper by trade and lived first in an~ dle~ ~Ith .her daught.er, Mrs. 

. l\,~ Id d 1 t' Orm Pltkm, m Montpeher, Vt.,
Sa em, 1 then m l.~.I.a en an as m Sept. 4, 1852. 

Lynn where he dIed Oct. 8, 1703. Children of Asa and Anna Cole:

His oldest son was John, born in Asa, died in West Medway, Mass, 
Salem, May 18, 1668. He married i~ 18?~, aged 79. Richl.l'rd Gold~mith, 
Mar Eaton and in 1721 removed CashIer. of . a ~ank m Burlmgton 
. y from 1832 tIll hIS death, and a lead
from ~ynn to Boxford, Mass., and ing man among the Episcopalians of 
settled m what was afterwards the! Vermont. He died in 1864, aged 
West Parish. He died suddenly, [69; Sll:rah, married Asa Farnsworth, 
:Feb. 5, 1737. His widow died, Oct. ! and dle~ m.Lo~donderry, Vt., aged 
1 1746. His oldest son Jonathan ,35; Ben~amm dI;d at Chargres, ~an
'. , ' , ama, 1800, aged 01; Anna GoldsmIth, 

born m Lynn, 1696, removed to, ma:rried Rev. Isaac Estev for a time 
Harvard, Mass., 1696, and in his old' pastor of the church in Westminster, 
age to Westmoreland, N. H. where j and long a resident there, died in 
he died in 1780. He had three sons: I A~herst, .Ma~s. in 1872, aged 7~; 
Jonathan one of the grantees of, PhIlena, dIed m Brattleboro, Vt., m 

• ' T •• 185!:!, aged 55; John, long a success
~ est~oreland, N. H. ; ~blJa~l, who ful whaling captain, afterwards at 

dIed m Harvard, Mass, m 1708; and Walpole, N. H. and Medway, Mass., 

John, a soldier of the Revolution, ,died in Westmoreland, N. H., 1875, 

serving as a captain against Bur-· age~ 68; Susan m~rri~d ~st, Elihu 


one. He Jived his last years in' W~Itcomb; 2d, Orm Pltk~n of Mont

g ! . peher, Vt., where she hved many
Wmdham, Vt. Hlsdescendantsare years' died at "',4 1873' William . " ,
found m Londonderry. •died at 19, 1830; rrheodore; and 

ABIJAH COLE, named above, was, Charles, who died at 37 from inju
the grandfather of Theodore Cole, a i ries by a w.ha~e whi~e in command of 

Id " f t'h d't' I a whale ShIp III 185a. 
so .Ier m one 0 . e ~xpe 1 IOns THEODORE COLE, tenth born of 
agaIllst Quebec. On hIS return, I Asa and Anna Cole Westmoreland 
1757, he married Sarah Kent of Har- N. R., May 11, 1813, at 9 years old 
vard. He died, 1768, about thirty- went to live with Abijah French, 
.six, leaving three daughters and two farmer and. lumb~rma~ of . West-

Ab " h d A Ab" h t moreland; hved wIth hIm tIll the 
,sons. . IJa an sa. IJa se - summer of 1834; the spring of 1835 
tIed m Prospect Harbor Hancock when to New Bedford and shipped 
Co. Me., where his descendants are as seaman on a whale ship, voyage, 

http:daught.er
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18 months; his 2d, April 1837, 
round the world, was 2 years;. his 
3d yoyage, sailing the fall of 1837, 
returned in'42, going out second 
mate in the ship Julian and after a 
year or more transferred to the 
barque Pacific as mate. At thirty, 
he had circumnavigated the globe 
twice. May, 1843, as master of the 
ship Parachl1te he began his 4th 
voyage, the third around the world 
and most successful. He returned 
in July, 1845, and in August mar
ried Livilla, daughter of Capt. Wil
son Gleason, a prominent and life
long citizen of Westmoreland, and 
one of the best known of the old 
time drovers of Vermont and N. H. 
Oct. 1845, sailing his 5th voyage; 
gone 2 years, 10 months. Nov. 1848, 
he set sail for the Arctic Ocean and 
Mrs. Cole accompanied him. They 
sailed round Cape Horn to the sand
wich Islands, where he left Mrs. 
Cole and steered for Behrings strait. 
He remained one season in the Arctic 
Ocean, discovering the Plover 
Islands, July 15, 1849, although he 

resented ill the Legislature in 1881
82; and there he died, July 2, 1885. 

Children of Captain Thodore and 
M.rs. Livilla Gleason Cole were five: 
Lucy, Sarah, and Richard G. are 
dead. 

FRANK THEODORE, born in Brat
tleboro, V t. June 22, 1853; gradu
ated at Williston Seminary in 1873, 
and at Williams College in 1877; re
ceived the degree of LL. B. on his 
graduating at the Columbia Law 
School, 1879; admitted to the Bar 
of New York, Dec. 1879; to the Bar 
of Ohio, Feb. 1880; since which time, 
engaged in practice in Columbus, 
Ohio,and has been more or less prom
inen t in the charitable and politi
cal interests of the city. 

WILLIAM HENRY, born in Brattle
boro, Aug. 19, 185-1; went to Wyom
ing, 1874; Black HillA, 1875; to Cal
ifornia, 1877, nyears raising grain 
there; married, June 3, 1883; Addie 
M. Green, San Joaquin Co., Cal.; 
has one daughter, Edith, He is now 
a farmer.in Westminster, Vt. 

neve~' claimed the title or credit of IREVOT UTIONARY AND MII 1
ft dIscoverer. On return to the' ~ .L..J 

Sandwich Islands, he sailed, Mrs. C. I TARY PENSIONERS. 
again with him, to Hong Kong, I FROlI THE UNITED STATES CENSUS. 
China, where he prepared for an-, Names of the pensioners for revo
other Arctic voyage. They sailed .lutionary and military services, age 
north through the Japan Sea to the jOf the pensioner and names of the 
Arctic Ocean, where he completed i heads of the families with whom the 
his cargo and started for home, ar-I pensioner reE'ided June 1, lR40: 
riving :1t New Bedford, Mar. 22, Seth Arnold, aged 82; resided 
1851. Having now a competency, with Seth S. Arnold. 
he decided to give np the sea and as. Mary Hall, aged 72 years. 
idleness was not to his taste, he en- i Aaron Bixby, aged 76 years. 
gaged in manufacturing :1nd mer-! Josiah Victor, aged 81 years. 
chandizing in Brattleboro where he! 
remained till 1859, when he pur- I DONORS OF PORTRAITS. 
chased a farm in Westminster, where, Hon. Stephen Row Bradley, M. 
he removed and lived for 7 years,' C. aged 76 years; Hon. William 
identifying himself with the inter- 'Czar Bradley, M. C., aged 85 
ests of the town and citizens; in years. Engraved specially for the 
1862, representing the town in the' History of the Town of Westmins
Legislature. In 1867, he remov~d I tel'. Donors: Richards Stephen 
to Waverly Village, Belmont, Mass., Row Bradley, ESQ.; William Czar 
for better educational facilites. In I Bradley, Esq., of Brattleboro, sons 
1875, he made a prospecting and of Jonathan Dorr Bradley, Esq., 
pleasure trip to California and Col-I grandsons of Hon. Wm. C. Bradley, 
orado, and then moved to West-. great-grandsons of Hon. Stephen 
moreland N. H.,which town, he rep-j R. Bradley. 

http:farmer.in


WARDSBORO. 

By JOHN P. WARREN, M. D. 

WARDSBORO. inson, Esq., Neh. Nelson, Adam 
MANUSCRIPT BY THE LATE DR. WAR-: Streeter, James Sumner, Oliver 

Ohapin, Ephraim Pasket, Jona.REN OF BRATTLEBORO. Jones, Josiah Brown, Daniel Cor-
The town of Wardsborough is bitt, Major Gideon Ormsby, Hannah 

west of the centre of Windham Ward, Samuel Hayden, John Maw 
county in the second tier of towns ney, Samuel Johnson, Timothy 
on the eastern slope of the Green Jones, Ez'l Jones, Isaac Kimball, 
Mountains, bounded E. by New- Eben. McFarland, Thos. McFar
fane and Townshend, S. by Dover land, Isaac Chapin, Moses Green
W. bv Somerset and Stratton, and wood, Abraham Ball, Silas Brown, 
N. by Jamaica. The centre of the Jona. Temple, Jr., John Jones, 001. 
town is 9 miles from Fayetteville Eben. Walbridge, His :B::xcellency, 
and 20 from Brattleboro. It was Thos. Ohittenden, Esq., Joshua 
granted and chartered by Vermont, Parker, .Oliver Wilder, Aaro!l Hud
Nov. 7, 1780, to William Ward of son, Ablal Lyon, Amos Hall, Ed
Newfane, and 62 associates. An act ward Harris, James Hail, Jr., EI
was passed Oct. 18, 1788, dividing k~nah W?odcock,. Jona. Edcomb, 
the town into two districts, to be Sllas Hamilton, Ehsha ~lake, ~enry 
called the North and the South dis- Woodhouse, John -HamIlton, Eben'z 
trick The two districts were sub- Hatron, 001. William Williams, 
stantially separate towns, each hav- Amos Shepardson, Elijah Alfords, 
ing a separate board of town officers. l James Roberts and Philip Gurdon. 
They met to~ether once in a year FREEMAN'S ROLL 1796. 
for the electwn of State officers and ' 
a town representative. The districts Ithamar Allen,John Jones. Abner 

were incorporated Oct. 30, 18]0,' Holbrook, Eben'z Sears, . Jacob 

into two distinct towns, the northern Chamberlain, Thomas Jewett, James 

Wardsborongh and the southern Wallis, John Ganson, John Wallace, 

Dover, surveyed and allotted by a Daniel Warren, Lemuel Braley, 


. Mr. Oamden. I rfhomas Love, Abner Perry, James 

'Slade, Thomas McDaniels, Nathan 

GRANTEES. Ganson, William Strickland, Searle 
Goreham Nelson, Joseph Patridge, Fairbank, Samuel Davis, Richard 

Jacob Hayward, Oaleb Cheney, John Hiscock, William Bradley, Eli Per
Robinson, Joseph Gibbs, Warfield: ry, William Hall, Rufus Harvey, 
Hayward, Wm. Sprague, Elias Pen-I Aaron Olark, Asa Bamey, Timothy 
niman, Joseph Jones, Jr., Abell Wood, Eben'z Sparks, Eben'z Bills, 
Munroe, Philip Paine, Moses Rob- Joseph Underwood, J08. Dix, Abner 
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Allen, Phillip Newell, Edward 
Walker, Paul Davis, John Stacy, 
Hiram Newell, Lemuel Bryant, 
Thaddeus Wright, Richard Hunt, 
Noah Sherman, Penel Sherman, 
Richard Orowinshuld, Thomas 
Woodward, Asa Underwood. Roger 
Birchard, Silas Wright. In all 48. 

MAROH ~IEETING. 

'J'he first annual March meeting 
warned by Luke Kuowlton, justice 
of the peace, was held at the dwell
ing house of John Jones in Wards
borough, Tuesday, l\farch 14, 1786, 
and Luke Knowlton was chosen 
moderatOl';" Aaron Hudson, town 
clerk; Ithamar Allen, John Ganson, 
Abner Holbrook, Eben. Sears, Jacob 
Ohamberlain, selectmen, and duly 
sworn; Philip Newell, treasurer, 
sworn; Thomas Jewett and Abner 
Slade, constables, sworn; James 
Wallis, Abner Perry and Roger 
Birchard, listers, sworn; Samuel 
Davis and Edward "Walker, grand 
jurors, sworn; Abner Allen, super
visor, sworn; Samuel Briant, leather 
sealer, sworn; Elijah Baldwin and 
John .rones, tythingmen, sworn; 
Bazaleel Gleason, horse brander; 
John Ganson, Silas Wright, Elkanah 
Woodcock, Thaddeus Wright, Sam
uel Davis, John and Abner Perry, 
highway surveyors, and sworn. 

FIRST SETTLERS. 

Zadock 'rhompson in his Gazet
teer of Vermont, 2d edition, 1840, 
states, upon what authority is un
known to the writer, that John 
J ones and Ithamar Allen were the 
pioneers in the settlement of the 
town. It is shown, however, by the 
town records that Samuel Davis and 
wife came into town about one year 
prior to that of Mr. Jones and Mr. 
Allen, as his eldest son, Ebenezer, 
was born May 18, 1779, being the 
first birth in the town; whereas 
J ones and Allen did not arrive in 
town with their families until June, 
1780. 

Mr. Davis purchased a lot of land 
in the west part of the town on 
which he lived many years, and 

reared a large family. Mr. Davis' 
native town was Milford, Mass. 

Mr. Allen removed from Stur
bridge, Mass., with his family, and 
began a settlement in the north
westerly part of the town where he 
resided until 1804, when he left 
town. 

Mr. Jones. born in Milford, Mass., 
came from Orange, Mass., with six 
sons and three daughters, and com
menced a mile or more southeast of 
the centre of the township. His 
eldest daughter married Lemuel 
Braley, and the second Nathaniel 
Gould. Thllse are believed to have 
been the first marriages in town. 

Other settlers who came early 
were Phillip Newell, ABa Wheelock, 
Abner Holbrook, Elijah Holbrook, 
Josiah Brown, Thomas Jewett, 
Aaron Hudson, Elkanah Woodcock, 
Stephen Warren, John Stacy, Asa 
Underwood, John Holbrook. A 
large majority of these were young 
men under 30, of an intelligent class. 
Some of the number were veterans 
of the Revolutionary army. 

OONGREGATIONAL OHUROH. 

BY REV. JAMES TUFTS, .JR. 

The Oongregational church was 
organized at the house of John Rice, 
May 1, 1793, consisting of 12 mem
bers-8 males and 4 females: John 
Smith, Abner Hazelton, John Jones, 
Samuel Chapin, Lemuel Bryant, 
Edward Walker, Daniel Hazelton, 
Asa Jones, Abigail Jones, Elizabeth 
Smith. Eunice Walker and Beaulah 
Ohapin. 

Rev. James Tufts was ordained 
the first pastor, Nov. 4, 1794, and 
continuerl pastor 42 years, and for 
five years senior pastor. 

REV. EBEN'z. G. BRADFORD 

was installed colleague pastor, Oct. 
5, 1836, and dismissed in 1842. 

REV. WILLARD BRIGHAM 

was ordained over the North church. 

REV. S. G. TENNEY 

was ordained over the South church. 
The churches have since united. 
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W ARDSHORO. 

REV. JAMES TUFTS 

was born in New Braintree, NIass., 
of William and Margaret Tufts, 
Sept. 30, 1764; garduated at Brown 
University, 17&9, and completed his 
theological studies with Dr.Em· 
mons of Franklin. He was ordained 
Nov. 4, 1794, at the house of Col. 
Dan'l Reed. 

The first postoffice in town was 
kept by Mr. Tufts. He was post
master for over :t9 years, and his 
house was the only office for the 
three towns of Wardsboro, Stratton, 
and Somerset. 

He died a happy death, Aug. 11, 
1841, aged nearly 77, and was bur
ied among his own people, beside the 
graves of those at whosrl funerals he 
had officiated. 

THE FIRST lfINISTER'S WIFE IN 

JOHN TUFTS, 

born Sept. 11, 1814, married D. S. 
Barber of Townfilhend, 1847 ; justice 
of the peace, State senator two years. 
He sold the home farm in Wards
bol'o in 1850, removed to a farm in 
Geneseo, Ill. He died Feb. 15, 1885. 
He was a man who will long be re
membered for the good he has done 
-one of those men whose very pres
ence is a rebuke to evil. He leaves a 
wife and six children-five sons and 
one daughter, all of whom but one, 
Dr. A. H. 'l'ufts of Sioux Falls, 
Dak., were present at the funeral. 

The youngest of the family of the 
old pastor of Wardsboro church was 
Fanny "Wood bu ry Tufts, born April 
17, 1816; married Dr. John Cooke, 
Manchester, Vt., died in English
town, N. J., June, 1865. 

TOW~. I THE BAPTIST CHURCH 

Submit Hayden (Mrs. Tufts,) was. of Wardsborough was organized 
born in Grafton, Mass., April 18, Oct. 1792, by a council comlJosed of 
1777, daughter of Daniel Hayden five pastors and delegates, Elder 
and Submit Flag Hayden, and mar- Aaron Leland of Chester, modera
ried to Mr. Tufts, Feb. 1807. tor, and John Dyer of Jamaica, 

Children: Submit J., - Tufts, clerk. 
born Feb. 29, 1808; married Allen ELD. SIM:EO~ COOMBS 

Morron, in 1835! has liy~d mostly in was installed in 1795. He was from 
a:ndAurora Chnton, .N. y~, edu-, Massachusetts and was the first 

cated theIr ~on at Hamllto,n Cone~e, preacher, and had the reputation of 
~rs. SubmIt Tufts ~Iolron dIed being a zealous minister. 'rhe dea
SeEPtl,,14'TI8f7t8. b S t 9 1809 cons were Lemuel Braley and Eben

~za u. S, orn. ep" > , ezer Sears. 
n;arl'led Holl?s T. Robm~on, ~sq., of i The society erected their meeting
Newf~ne, 1830. .They hved.m Ca.n- i house on land of Noah Sherman in 
ada till 184.8; smce then m Wll-. 1795 
liamsville, V t. Mrs. Eliza Tufts I . 
Robinson died Feb. 15,1885. • ELD. STEPHEN CHOATE 

Kancy Tufts, born }Iay 29, 1811, Isucc~eded Elder. Coombs i.n 1803; 
married Hon. Marshal Newton of ordamed over thIS church m 1806 ; 
Newfane 1836' has lived in Fay- I continued his lab:)1'8 until 1811, 
etteville,' V t. ' w hen they were terminated by death. 

After the decease of Elder Choate, 
REV. JAMES TUFTS, JR., Elder CalYin Orcutt was pastor until 

born Nov. 2, 1812, graduated at 1815; Elder John Shepardson until 
Yale College in 1838. He taughtin 11818; Elder Lyman Glazier preached 
the Academy in Fairfield, Ct., two from 1818 to 1824; Elder Joseph 
years. Was superintendent of schools Gambill, pastor, 1&24-1830. 
in Windham county, 1848-'49; has Elder P. B. Fish from 1830-1836, 
resided in Monson the last 33 years, preached for the church. 
engaged in teaching; was married Elder Joshua Vincent was ordained 
in 1855 to Mary E. Warren, daugh-, over the church at the close of Elder 
tel' of Dr. J. P. Warren, Wardsboro. IFish's pastorate. 
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METHODIST CHURCH. 

The earliest Methodist preaching 
began in 18t5. It was connected 
with Jamaica, \Vindham, Fayette
ville, and Stratton, and called New
fane Oircuit. In 1831 the name of 
the circuit was changed to Wards
boro. During the year the M. E. 
church was organized under the su
pervision of Rev. Guy Beckley and 
colleague, Rev. J. M. Fuller, with 
29 members, and increased during 
the year to 44. Up to this and the 
succeeding year, the meetings were 
held in school houses and private 
dwellings in differen t parts of the 
town. 

In 1832 their church edifice was 
built. 

THE PREACHERS 

during this period were Revs. A. 
Adams, Z. Twitchill, A. K. Howard, 

rocky," but in neither of these re
spects is it as much so as some of 
the adjoining towns. Between this 
town and Dover there is a range of 
high hills-a spur from the Green 
Mountains,' which extend from west 

east parallel with and nearly on 
line which separates the towns. 

'l'he eastern part of the town is 
comparatively level. At the ex
treme western section upon a high 
bluff there is presented one of the 
most magnificent landscapes on 
which the eye ever rested. The 
crests of the Green Mountains, Mon
adnock, Ascutney, Wachuset, and 
White Mountains are distinctly in 
view in a cloudless day. 

CENSUS POPULATION. 

In 1791, 483; 1800, 868; 1810, 
1159; 1820, 1016 ; 1830, 1148; 1840, 
1~02; 1850, 1112; 1860,1004; 1870, 

H. Johnson, Oharles Olin, H. I .. 866. 

""ooley, B. D. Brewstel', O. W-. I The timber is a large growth of 

Leavings, W. B. IJocke, H. Nutter, •the sugar and white maple, beach, 

G. W. Perham, M. Spencer, O. R. birch, ash, bass wood, spruce and 

Harding. hemlock. There was also a large 


In 1842, the M. E. Ohurch be- growth of the white pine at an early 
came an independent station under period of the settlement. 
the care of one pastor. From this 
period to the present, 1870, the fol
lowing pastors have received ap
pointments by the Vermont Confer
ence: Revs. I. Smith, O. W. Kel
logg, I. A. Kellogg, I. A Sherburn, 
P. P. Ray, I. W. Bemis, H. East-
man, K. Hadley, 1. L. Smith, D. 
Wells, H. I. Forest, W. B. Howard. 
O. P. Flanders. Succeeding ?vIr. 
:Flanders was Rev. George E. Ohap
man. Some of the number were 
veterans of the Revolutionary army. 
Their moral and religious character
istics were soon manifested by their 
inaugurating measures for the sup
port of the preaching of the gospel, 
and for common district schools; for 
it is recorded:' "April, 1789, that 
the town vo'ted to raise a certain sum 
for preaching." 
FACE OF THE TOWNSHIP, SOIL, ETC. 

As has been represented, the sur
face of this township is "very un
uneven and somfl parts of it 

The town is well watered. The 
main stream, the North Branch, so 
called, is formed chiefiy by the union 
of two rivulets which rise one in 
Somerset, the other in Stratton and 
near the base of the Green Moun
tains, and uniting with some other 
streams flows through the entire 
length of the town and falls into the 
West HiveI' in Jamaica. 

MATTHEW MARTIN 

carne into town with his family of 
four children from Brattleboro, in 
1796, and built the first grist-mill, 
and first saw-milL He died Jan.lS31, 
aged 94 years. 

BUSINESS. 

There are now in town 2 grist
mills, 6 saw-mills, 2 tanneries, 6 dry 
goods and grocery stores, 2 taverns, 
7 school districts and houses, 4 
meeting-houses, viz: 2 Oong'l., 1 
Bap., 1 Meth.; shops for the manu
facture of buckets, pails, boxes, 
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sieves, etc., have been in operation 
some yeal's at a place called ITnion
ville. 

'rhe first fulling and dressing-mill 
for cloth was built by Shepard Ellis, 
180:l. 

A machine for carding wool was 
built by Joseph Crosby a few rods 
east of the centre of the town in 
1806 and he soon came with his 
family. In connection with his card
ing machine, Mr. Crosby built a 
cabinet-shop, and his son-in-law, 
Joseph Sweetser, built a tannery; 
about this time, also, came other 
mechanics and among them J o~ph 
Wilder, the blacksmith, and since 
the place is known as Wilder Hollow. 

AUTOMATIC LATHE. 

Within the last few years, Fred
erick Baldwin, a native of the town, 
by his own unaided efforts has in
vented and put in operation a 
machine, which he styles the auto
matic lathe, and which can among 
other things, turn bed-posts, fish
poles of any desired length, and the 
most delicate penholder. Rights 
patented have been sold in all the 
New England States. Mr. Baldwin, 
has of late made some improvements 
to render his lathe more practical by 
which honse-mouIGings, etc., of any 
style can be wrought. 

FIRST SOHOOLS. 

It cannot be determined with ac
curacy who taught the first district 
school in town. Mr. William Simp
son, a son-in-law of Mr. John Jones, 
taught several winters in the east 
part of the town. William Allen, 
son of Sylvester Allen, taught a 
school in the winter of 1800, at the 
dwelling-house of Elijah Holbrook 
in the west part of the town. These 
were among the first, if not the ",ery 
first teachers. Stephen Choate 
taught school in 1803. 

SAMA NTHA ROBBINS, 

was an accomplished teacher. She 
married Clarendon Mussev of Mid
dlebury, this State, and wfmt a mis
sionary to India, where she died a 
few years since. 

MARY KIDDER, 

a daughter of John Kidder of this 
town was for a time a teacher of 
schools at the West. She has now 
gone as a missionary and teacher to 
Japan. 

PAUL DAVIS, 

one of the earliest settlers in town 
and town clerk in 1788. 

REVOLUTIONARY SOI,DIEUS. 

Of these were John StaceY, Sam
uel Kenney, Hinsdale Hammond, 
Asa Wheelock, Stephen Warren, 
Elisha Con"erse, Daniel Read, 
Eph'm. Rice, Nath'l Chamberlain, 
Adam Howard, Edward Walker, 
Gideon Brimhall, David Harris, 
Thomas Bogle. 

JOHN STAOEY 

participated in the battle of York
town, Virginia; but does not appear 
ever to have been a pensioner. 

SA?fUEI, KENNEY 

served during the war of the Revo
lution in the arl illery and had a dis
charge in the hand-writing of Gen
eral Knox, which waR shown to the 
writer, and for which the soldier was 
required no other voucher to entitle 
him to a pension from the Govern
ment. 

ASA WHEELOCK AND HINSDALE 
HAMMOND. 

Asa Wheelock and Hinsdale Ham
mond were both at the battle of Sara
toga; Wheelock appears on our pen
sion list; Hammond does not. 

STJ<]PHEN W AUUEN 

was at Boston in 1795 ; at the battle 
on Long Island in 1778. 

ELISHA OONVERSE, 

also a hero of the Revolutionary 
time, was in the battle of Bunker 
Hill. 

OUR REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONERS. 

Daniel Read, Asa Wheelock, Eph'm. 
Rice, Gideon Brimhall, N ath'l Cham
berlain, Daniel Harris, Thomas 
Bogle, Edward Walker, Samuel 
Kenney. 
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An interesting reminiscence of an 
event which occurred while that 
portion of the army under the com
mand of Gen. Washington was en
camped in the State of New Jersey, 
in 1778, from the mouth of two of 
the above witnesses, and commu
nicated verbally to the writer, was 
as follows: 

An order had been given to build 
a breast-work within the lines, and a 
squad of mell detailed to perform 
that service under the charge of a 
oorporal who felt the grave responsi
bility of the position which had been 
assigned him, but who knew not 
Gen. Washington personally. As the 
work was nearing completion, the 
General attended by his staff officers, 
came to inspect it, and perceiving 
the need of some more pieces of turf 
to round off the breast-work, spoke 
to the corporal to lay it, to which he 
indignantly replied that he was a 
oorporal and did not lay turf. With
out uttering a word in reply the 
General removed his gloves and laid 
on the turf and passed along the 
line. Many of the soldiers of the 
party knew the General and before 
he was out of their sight three 
rousing cheers and a tiger" wereH 

given for the general. and the C01'

pOl'al was from that time, made the 
scorn and derision of the army, as 
he deserved to be. 

THE !ULITIA. 

The first militia company here 
was commanded by Oapt.Dan'l Read, I 
afterward. known as Gen. Read. His 

He was a gallant and meritorious 
officer. 

Of the subordinates, Abner Hol
brook, Jonathan Robinson, Holland 
Plimpton were colonels; Henry 
Wheelock and William Kelly, Jr., 
were majors. 

SOLDIERS OF THE WAR OF 1812. 
Daniel Read, John Braley, John 

Oaffrey, Fuller Boyle, Joseph Smith. 

ROLL OF HONOR. 
SOLDIERS OJ<' WARDSBORO, 1861~1865 
-VOLUNTEERS FOR THREE YEARS. 

Volunteers for three years, cred
ited under the call of President 
Lincoln for 300,000 volunteers, of 
Oct. 17, 1863: Oharles A. Allen, 
Benj. Jl'. Billings, Albert W. Bissett, 
Geo. M. Bissett, Francis N. Brown, 
Oalvin Oook, Edward Fitts, died; 
Lyman D. Grover. ]jrwin E. Han
cock, Sam'l Harrington, Merrill L. 
Hodgkins, Milton L. Howard. Ed. 
win S. Johnson, Geo. H. Johuilon, 
ErastusH. Jones, Henry A. Kilburn. 
Warren N. Needham, Daniel Perry, 
Erwin L. Putnam, Geo. N. Putnam, 
Romanzo G. mce, Orrin L. Rice, 
John W. Sanders, Bradford F. Scott, 
Newton 1. ::-;cott, Oharles W. Smith, 
Edwin R. Hmith, Robert H. Smith, 
Stillman Smith, William Smith, 
Lewis A. Tyler, Alvin H. White, 
Oharles A. White, Oyrus M.White, 
Erastus N. White, William F. 
White. 

VOLUNTEERS FOR THREE YEARS, 

Oredits under subseqnent calls of 
snccessor III offi?e :vas Abner Per~y. Oct. 17, 1863: John Armstrong, 
T~Ie first captam III the north dlS
t1'1ct was 

OAPT. NOAH SHERMAN. 

The company was formed a tJon t 
fi . t the year 1799 or 1800. TIley ISt - f d'II' th th f J 

me or 1'1 In e mon o. une 
on the farm of Ithamar Allen III the 
northwest part of the town. 

FIELD OFFICERS: 

Daniel Read was promoted to the 
office of brigader general at an early 
period in the history of the town. 

Edward B. Bissell, Leroy L. Bryant, 
Htephen Burroughs, Daniel Ohe
hinn, Ebenezer Holman, James 
Humphrey, Leroy Holland, William 

W'l . S S]H. Parsons, 'I ham cott, ewe I 
S· F kl' S . t Ph'l'lmpson, ran" In qunlls er, ~ IIp
Faschereau. 

VOLUNTEERS FOR ONE YEAR. . 

R. Jonathan Babcock, Elmer 
]litts, John M. Hammond, Emery 
S. Jones, Nat'h A. Kilbnrn, Daniel 
lI. Stocker, Oyms M. White, Geo. 
A. White. 
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VOLUNTEERS RE-ENLISTED. 

George M. Bissell, George Clough, 
Merrell L. Hodgkins, Henry A. Kil
burn, Waitstill R. Pettee, Romanzo 
G. Rice. 

VOLUNTEERS FOR NINE MONTHS. 
Elbridge Bissell, Wm. F. Clarke, 

Merrick J. Dowley, Chas. G. Fletch
er, Hamilton L. Howard, Gilbert N. 
Ingram, ;Chandler Leonard, Sidney 
L. :May, Samuel L. Parsons, War
ren :Pierce, Augustine W. Richards, 
Francis C. Sprague, Dan'l M. Stock
er, Otis Ward, John M. White, Wil
liam H. Young. 

DRAFTED AND PAID COMMUTATION. 
Guy C. Hartshorn, Edwin S. 

Johnson, Henry M. Kidder, Elliot 
Mav, Oscar M. Newell, Charles E. 
Nichols, Sam'l S. Perry, 'yelcom'l
A. Ramsdell, Chas. E. SImonds, 
Elon N. Taylor, Charles A. White. i 

PROOURED SUBSTITUTES. 
I 

Mark Pierce, Geo. H. Smith, 
Henry A. White. 

ENTERED SERVICE. 

Lewis A. Tyler. 

TOWN CLERKS. 
AARON HUDSON was chosen first 

town clerk, March 14, 1786. Paul 
Davis, Mar. 5, 1787; Rufus Harvey, 
Apr. 27, 1790: Asa Wheelock, Mar. 

Jonathan Robinson, 1823, '24; Leland 
Fairbanks, 182B, '27; Freeman Hol
brook, 1828; Nathaniel Ward, 1829., 
'30; Silas Dexter, 1831, '33; Emery 
Wheeler, 1832, '37, '38; Solomon 
Newell, 1836, '39; John P. Warren, 
1840,41; Lyman W. Johnson, 1842, 
'43; Justice Knowlton, 1848; Wales 
A. J3ridges, 1851, '52; Erasmus 
Plympton, 1854, '55; Holland Plymp
ton, 1856, '57, 1864, '65; Avery J. 
Dexter, 1858, '59; Dennis Wells, 1861; 
Henry N. Fitts, 1862, '63; N. B. 
Johnson, 1867; Lyman M. }Jewell, 
1867, '68; ~1artin Leonard, 1869; 
David H. Egan, 1870. No choice 
1834, '35, '44, '45, '46. 

COUNTY SENATORS. 
Emery Wheelock, 1841, '42; John 

Tufts, 1849, 1850. 
MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL OF 

CENSORS. 
Daniel Read, 1797; Asa Wheelock, 

1822, 1828; Emery Wheelock, 1836, 
'43; Henry nice, 1850. 

ASSISTANT JUDGES OF COUSTY 
COURT. 

Jonathan Robinson, 1824; Emery 
Wheelock, 1836, 1843. 

FIRST ,TUSTICES OF THE PEACE. 
Aaron Hudson, Asa Wheelock, 

Rufus Harvey, Josiah Brown, Dan
iel Read, Perley Fairbanks, Nathan

7,1791; Itufu8 Harvey, :Mar. 3, 1794; I iel Cheney, Asa Felton. 
Asa Wheelock, Mar. 9, 1807; andre-· 
elected each successive Veal' until 
1840. J. P. Warren, Mal:. 2, 1840; 
John 'l'ufts, }Iar. 7, 1842; Silas Dex
ter, Mar. 4, 1844; J. G. Higgins, 
Mar. 13, 1850; A. J. Dexter, Mar. 6, 
1866, and holds the office at the pres
ent time, 1870. 

REPRESENTATIVES. 

AARON HUDSON was chosen first 

MERCHANTS. 

The first merchant who kept a 
store in town was 

JOHN HOLBROOK, 
who came from N ewftme in 1789 or 
'90, and established himself and fam
ily near the residence of John Jones. 

OTHER EARLY MERCHANTS. 

representative in 178U; Asa Whee-I Josiah Brown opened a stOle at the 
'lock, 1789 to '97, '98 to 1803,1807 to· Centre, 1800-perhaps a year or two 
1815; Daniel Read, 1797, 1805, '06, earlier. In 1804 he sold to Nathan
'54, '55 ; Abner Perry, 1803, '04; Ste- iel Cheney, who came from Orange, 
phen Presson, 1815, '16 Paul Whee- Mass., with a family of five children. 
leI', 1817, '18, '25; Pearley Fairbanks, . He also kept the first tavern. Mr. 
1800, '20 Abner Holbrook, 1821, '22; I Cheney sold his store, etc., in 1814. 
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Benjamin Head opened a dry 
goods and grocery store at the N ortll 
Village, then known as "Martin's 
Mills," 1803. 

He remained in town a short time 
only and was succeeded by two young 
men, Brown & Stevens, from New 
Hampshire, Mass. Brown & Stevens 
sold to Nath'l Chapin, and Jonathan 
Robbins bought of Chapin in 1810. 
Other merchants who sold goods in 
town at an early day were Leland 
Fairbanks, Nathaniel, Jr., and Adin 
Thayer. 

PHYSICIANS. 
The first physician in town was 

Dr. Samuel Wheeler. He was suc
ceeded by Dr. Paul Wheeler,of whom 
mention is made elsewhere in these 
papers. 

Of those who have practiced here 
are Dr. Thomas Barker, whom the 
writer remembers as an eccentric 
and intemperate man, who soon left 
town. Drs. -- Allen, W. R. Ran
ney, J. P. Warren, C. W. Barber, 
--Austin, A. H. Gilman, A. H. 
Pettie, H. Ranney, S. Ranney, A. 
Johnson, S. R. Billings and brother, 
E. P. Burton, Dana Hyde, M. F. 
Bliss, --Hungerford and F., Mar
tin. Drs. Bliss and Martin alone 
remain in towu. (1870.) 

ASA WHEELOCK, ESQ. 

was born in Shewsbury, Mass., in 
1759. He came to town before the 
close of the Revolutionary war, 
1782; purchased a lot of land about 
a mile southeast of the centre of the 

ed the town in the legislature 20 
years, and was twice elected a mem
ber of the comtitutional convention 
of the State. He died, May 23,1842, 
aged 83 years. 

PAUL WHEELER, ~I. D. 

was born in Rutland, Mass., 1771. 
In childhood and in youth he was 
in full health. When about eighteen 
his father sent him to Leicester 
Academy where he studied English 
and Latin, and commenced the 
study of medicine at twenty-one, 
wi th Dr. Rell ben Walker, Barre, 
Mass., whose office he left after two 
or more years with out-fit of horse, 
saddle, bridle, medicines, medical 
books, surgical instl'llmfmts and 100 
silver dollars, to see what dame 
fortune had in store for him in the 
new settlements of Vermont. 

Having an uncle in the South dis
trict, he commenced practice near 
him, 1794, but soon removed to the 
South district where he made his 
permaneI\t home. Middlebury col
lege conferred upon him the honor
ary degree of M. D. in 18t5. He 
was our representative three years 
to the legislature, and held many 
other offices in the gift of the town. 

From 1803 to 1814, Drs. Marcus 
Robbins, Chester Thayer, Shela
math Hall and Eli Perry, were edu
cated in his office and practice. 
After 1836, the Doctor relinquished 
practice. He died suddenly July 
24, 1846, aged 75 years. 

WILLIAM WARD. 

town. This became his permanent from whom the town took its 
residence. After making this pur- name, was born in Mendon, W orces
chase for a homestead, he returned tel', County Mass.He married Hannah 
to his regiment in the army, until 'raft of that town in 1778, and soon 
the peace of 1783. He was twice I emoved with her to Newfane, Vt. 
married. His first wife, Lucy May- In the record of the town he is styled 
nard of Shrewsbury, died of con- Col. Ward. One writer, speaking 
sumption, and a few years after, he of him, asserts he was chosen the 
married Abigail Read of Worcester, first representative, 177t!, to the leg
Mass. Three sons were the fruit of islatllre; but this is a mistake as the 
the first,and two sons and four daugh- records do not show it. 
tel'S of the second marriage. He It has been said of him that be
was chosen town clerk in 1791, and fore the war of the Revolution, he 
held the office 36 years; was a jus- and some others went to Canada for 
tice of the peace 54 years; represent- a load of furs and were arrested on 
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the suspicion of being spies, thrown 
into prison and he died there.. The 
others who were taken with him 
were released, soon after his death. 
His widow married Moses Joy of 
Putney, where she died in February, 
1842, aged 86 years. 

HON. ABN.ER HAZE~TINE, M. c., 
son of Damel HazeltIlle, one of the 
early settlers, :,:a~ born June, 179?; 
graduated at WIllIams College, 181D, 
at the age of 22 years; commenced 
the practice of law in -!amestown, 
N. Y.; served two terms III Oongress 

into town from Dudley, Mass., and 
bought farms adjoining each other 
and were all exemplary citizens. 

Nathan E. Felton was graduated 
at Middlebury, 1821. He stud~ed 
law and is in practice in Haverhlll~ 
N.H. 

Rev. James '['ufts, Jr., son of Rev. 
Jame Tufts, was graduated at Yale 
Oollege in 1838. 

Lafayette Ward t<;ok his A. B. at 
Dartmouth College III 1846, and de
voted his life to teaching. 

James S. Thayer was graduated at 
Amherst in 1838. He was a lawyer 

from 1833 to 1837; was several years of distinction in New York. 
district attorney and county judge Professor R. I~. C. Robbins, a 
four years. He died Dec. 14-, 1819, graduate of Middlebury in 1835, is 
at the age of 86. now a professor of Greek in that 

Laban Hazeltine s~udi~d medi- college. 
cine in town and practIced III J amelr- David Robbins, father of profes
town, N. Y., for many years. He sor Robbins above mentioned, was a 
was a man of snperior and well cul- noteQ teacher, and for ~any. years 
tivat~~ mind an.d. a much esteemed county surveyor. He dIed In the 
physICIan and CItIzen. . great sickness of 1813. 

Abraham Hazeltine studied medI- J. Parker Warren and Mark War-
cine with the writer and practiced ren, sons of David Warren, read Jaw 
in Warren, Pa. He was much be- and were admitted to the bar. 
loved as a man and physician. Luke Warren, son of David "War

Jon'a. B. Kidder, so~ of Samu.el ren, is a physician in the West. 
Kidder, graduated at MIddle~JUry In Oalvin Ward practiced law several 
18~1, in the 17th year of hIS ~ge. years in Springfield, Vt., and also 
He has been a teacher and occaSIOn- in Newfane. 
ally preached. Adams Davis, son of Samuel Da-

Rev. Oorbin Kidder graduated at Ivis, the "first settler, studied law. 
Amherst College in 1828, and stud- Oliver Plvmpton, a son of Abner 
ied divin~ty at An~over, ,Mass. He Plympton, entered the ll!-ini~try and 
was ordamed at Saxon vIlle over a preached in Peru. He dIed m 1813, 
Congregational church, and after- and was buried on the day he was to 
ward settled in West Brattleboro. have been married. 
He died in Popple Grove, Ill., De- Frederick Wheelock is in the. prac
cember, 1874. tice of medicine in Albion, MICh. 

Rev. Pascal P. P. Kidder, broth- Daniel Walker stndied medicine 
er of the abov~, was graduat!ld at and settled in Georgia. . . 
Yale Oollege III ~836. and IS an 
Episcopal rector III Western New 
York. 

Alberoni Kidder has. been a Oon
gregatiQnal minister III t~e. West, 
but has retired from the mIllIs~ry. 

Samuel Kidder died whIle. a 
student of IJane Seminary, Ohio m 
1841. 

These four sons were born to 
NATHANIEL KIDDER, 

who with four other brothers came 

G. W. Barber practiced me~lCme 
many years in De Peyster, N .. Y., 
but became insane and commItted 
suicide. 

Ohas. A. White graduated at 
Williams College in 1817, graduated 
at the Dartmouth Medical Oollege 
in 1820, and practiced medicine over 
50 veal's. 

Edward Jenner Warren, son of 
John Parker "Warren, was an alum
nus of Dartmouth Oollege. He be
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came eminent as a lawyer and judge 
in North Carolina. 

Lieut. John Wheelock Warren, 
son of John Parker INarren, en
tered Williams Oollege in the, class 
of 1860, but was compelled by fail
ing health to relinquish the course. 
At the outbreak of the rebellion he 
enlisted in the 1st Wis. Oavalry and 
served in that Regt. till March, 1865, 
when he was mustered out. He was 
several times wounded and for some 
months was a prisoner of war in the 
prison at Salisbury, N. O. He died 
at Brattleboro, March 27, 1875. 

Samuel R. Warren, Bon of John 
Parker Warren, graduated at Yale 
Oollege in the class of 1860. He 
read law and was admitted to the 
bar of New York in 1862. 

Miles Knowlton graduated at 
Hamilton Oollege, N. Y., and has 
been a missionary in Ohina the last 
15 years. 

George Gaiker graduated at Wes
1eyan University, Oonn. He studied 
law and became a judge in the West. 

IJevi Knight, Jr., is a teacher in 
Georgia. 

vVales Cheney W4S educated at 
the Military Academy, Norwich, 
Vt. 

PROF.~ R. D. C. ROBBINS. 

[BY LYMAN M. KNAPP, ESQ., MIDDLEBURY.] 

Rensselear David Ohanceford Rob
bins was born in Wardsboro, in 1812. 
He was left an orphan at the age of 
two and a half years, with a sister 
who afterward married Rev. O. 
}fuzzyof the Madura Mission, where 
she died early in the missionary ser
vice. 

His first years were spent on a 
farm, with such opportunities for 
education as a common school afford
ed, until he was 16, when he attend
ed the academy at Brattleboro for a 
time, and afterward that at Ohester, 
teaching a district school in the win
ter. He spent a year in New Jersey 
as a teacher, pursuing his classical 
stlldies meanwhile. In the spring 
of 1832, he entered Middlebury 001

lege and graduated in 1835. In this 
class, one of the largest ever gradu
ated at Middlebury, and peculiarly 
rich, as it seems to the author, in 
every variety of talent, he distin
guished himself by his fidelity and 
completeness in every department of 
study, and especially by his profici
ency in the classics.-Studious and 
hearty in his intimacies he quietly 
mastered his place and his work. 

In the autumn of 1835 he visited 
the South, then an inviting field for 
Northern teachers, and spent a year 
in that employment, but returned in 
the winter of 1837, and for nearlv a 
year had charge of the academy" in 
Royalton. 

He entered the Theological Semi
nary at Andover in 1838, but was in
duced to spend a year at Middlebury 
Oollege as tutor, when he returned 
to Andover and graduated with his 
class in 1841. His ardent relish for 
classical and sacred literature had 
here fonnd its gratification and led 
to his continuation at the seminary 
till he received his appointment to 
the Greek professorship at Middle
bury Oollege. 

Professor Robbins has published a 
translation of Hengstenbeog'& 
H Egypt and the Books of Moses;" 
an annotted edition of Xenophon's 
Memorabilia, and various historical, 
biblical and classical articles in the 
Bibliotheca Sacra and Biblical 
Repository. He also edited Prof. 
Stuart's work. 

DR. DANA HYDE, 

a much esteemed physician, and his 
son 10 years of age were drowned 
near the North Village in the branch 
that falls into West RiYer, April 26, ~.1850. The Doctor was at the time 
residing at West Townshend Vil
lage. Havlllg busine~s in Waresboro, 
he started at 10 A. 1If., with horse and 
wagon to go to the North Village; 
hearing the bridge that way had been 
swept away by the fiood, he took the 
hill, or old road through the south 
part of Jamaica, some farther than 
the stage-road. About three o'clock, 
he started back, and thinking, doubt
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less, to save some travel by fording 
the stream, though cautioned against 
making the attempt, he made it. On 
the abutment of the bridge, he took 
a view; the water was high and swift, 
the ford-way full of rocks, yet he re
sumed his seat in his buggy and 
drove in. He scarcelv reached mid
way, as seen by a ma~ who watched 
with anxiety the attempt, when the 
body of the wagon, connected to the 
axle by a king-.bolt not keyed, separ
ated from the fore-wheels, throwing 
the Doctor and his boy into the 
water npon the rocks, causing the 
instant death of both. '1'he alarm 
was given at the village and the 
bodies rescued and carried home the 
same night. 

DEATH OF JUDGE WARREN. 

From th.e Washington, Carolina 
Paper, of Dec. 16, 1876. 

We are pained to have to announce 
the death of one of Ollr most honored 
and esteemed townsmen. '1'he Hon. 
E. J. Warren died at his redidence 
011 the moruing of Sunday, Dec. 
10th inst. He was born in Vermont, 
Dec. 23, 1826, and came to live in 

had decided opinions on most ques
tions, political or other, and he had 
decided likes and dislikes among in
dividuals, but on the Bench, to all 
persons, in every case, he was patient, 
attentive, and courteous. Every 
argument was fully heard and care
fully weighed, and his quick, culti
vated judgment enabled him to give 
a prompt decision. His perfect im
partiality was never questioned. He 
will be long remembered by all who 
practiced before him as the model of 
a Judge. 

MRS. H. T. ROBINSON. 

At her death it was written [in 
the obituary-see page 8 of this 
history.] "She was the second 
daughter of the late Rev. James 
Tufts of Wardsboro, of whose family 
of six children only two now sur
vive-Mrs. Newton of Newfane and 
Rev. James Tufts of Monson, Mass. 
Mrs. Robinson was married in 1830, 
and survived her husband but two 
weeks. She was a woman of rare 
mental ability, possessing a tena
cious memory and an extensive fund 
of information upon most literary 
and scientific subjects-which, how

this town soon after he arrived of Iever, owing to her extreme sensi
age. He taught school here for a 
short time. In 1849, he obtained 
license as an attorney, and soon took 
a place in the first rank of the pro
fession along with men of such abili
tyas Hawks, Sparrow, Rodman and 
others. 

He represented the county of 
Beaufort in the Convention of 1860, 
and several terms in the Legislature 
In 1871-72 he was Speaker of the 
Senate. At the close of the war, he 
was appointed a Judge of the Supe
rior Court, which office he held un
til the adoption of the Constitution 
of 1868. He discharged its duties in 

tiveness, was known only to her 
most intimate friends. Her famil
iarity with the Scriptures was well 
known; in the midst of great trials 
she always found consolation in the 
precious promises contained therein. 
She was the mother of four child
ren-three sons and one daugnter
to whom she gave most of her edu
cational advantages. William H. 
and James T. were residents of 
Peoria, Ill., for 20 years previous to 
their decease, and were widely 
known as successful business men. 
Henry J. died in early manhood 
from the effects of malarial fever 

such a way as to receive the entire contracted in Kansas, whither he 
approbation of all who appeared be
fore him, whether as attorneys or 
suitors. His reading in the law had 
been unusually extensive, and its 
principles were familiar. He rarely 
erred in their application. Natural
ly of a warm and earnest temper, he 

had gone as a pioneer. The daugh
ter has been spared to take care of 
her parents in these later years of 
declining health and strength. By 
a strange coincidence, the death of 
Mrs. Robinson's brother, Deacon 
John Tufts of Geneseo, Ill., took 
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place of the same day as her own
Peb. 15, 1885. 

Thus brother and sister took their 
flight almost together from their 
homes, where they were greatly 
loved, and entered into the rest that 
remaineth for the people of God." 

IN MEMORIAM. 

H AN OLD LAND!IARK GONE." 

[Brattleboro Paper.] 
In Dr. J. P. Warren, who died at 

his residence on Green street, Sat
urday, Sept. 14, 1878, Brattleboro 
loses one of those patriarchal land
marks of a former generation, who 
are so instinctively honored, and 
Windham county is deprived of 
what was once one of its largest and 
most vigorous intellects. Until 
within a few days of his death he 
seemed to be in the most robust 
health, enjoying life with as much 
zest as many men 40 years younger. 
lIe was born in Wardsboro, Aug. 20, 
1795, and at his death was a trifle 
over 83. He studied medicine, first 
with Dr. W. R. Ranney, and after" 
wards with Dr. Jonathan A. Allen 
of Brattleboro, and graduated from 
the Dartmouth Medical Oollege in 
1820, He continued in practice in 
\Vardsboro until 1842, earning an 
excellent reputation as a physician, 
and being called to nearly every 
part of the county. He represented
the town in the Legislature in 1839/ 
and 1840. Leaving Wardsboro, he 

J enner Warren, was a judge of the 
Supreme Uourt of North Oarolina; 
he died in 1876. Five of the sons 
were in the late war. Lieut. John 
Wheelock Warren, a veteran of the 
1st Wisconsin cavalry, was several 
times wounded and for some months 
a prisoner of war in a rebel prison; 
he died in this town in 1875. Oapt. .....]'rank E. 'Varren, a veteran of the 
8th Vermont volunteer!!, took part 
in all of the engagements of his 
regiment, and was wounded at the 
battle of Winchester. Va. His 
youngest son, Charles -Herbert, was 
killed in action. His second daugh
ter, Jennie, died in Michigall in 
1880. 

Dr. Warren was a man of noble 
presence and rare dignity, and while 
familiar with the best works in lit· 
erature, devoted much time to read
ing in the line of his profession'. 
He was particl1l!1rly fond of botany, 
mineralogy and chemistry, and 
made one of the best collections of -..minerals in Southern Vermont. His 
educational advantages, supple
mented bv a tenacious memorv, 
practical . judgment, vigor and 
strength of mind, made him, locally 
at least, one of the great men of the 
county. Some eight years since he 
prepared a history of Wardsboro 
which is now in the hands of Miss 
Hemenway for publication. 

ROBERT BABCOCK. 


Died in Wardsboro, Vt., August 

removed to Chesterfield, N. H., 23, 1863, aged 104 years and six 
where he remained a few years. He months. 
afterwards resided several veal'S in Very few, probably who read that 
Payetteville, taking the plac'e of Dr. brief notire, gave it more than a 
Olds, removing to Brattleboro about moment's attention, or thought of 
20 years ago. anything more than the extraordin-

In 1820 he married I,ucy May- ary old age to which the subject of 
nard Wheelock, who still survives Iit attained. But Robert Babcock 
him [died Sept. 15, 1880J, a sister Iserved his country in the war for In
of Judges Henry and Emery Whee- dependence, and was an actor in 
lock, who have both been prom- one of the most gallant exploits of 
inent men in the county. His fam- the war. Of the actors in that ex
ily numbered nine sons and three ploit, he snpposed himself to be, and 
daughters, seven of whom are now there is no reason to doubt that he 
living. His oldest son, Oharles, was, the last survivor. 
died in this village in early man- Rather more _than two lines are 
hood. His second son, Edward due to the memory of sllch a man, 
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and though his porsonal history is 
unknown, and perhaps of small ac
connt except as connected with that 
event, it is proper to record in this 
connection the facts of the transac
tion. 

'.rhe capture of Gen. Lee by the 
British in the summer of 1777, was 
a serious damage to the American 
arms, not only by depriving them of 
his services, which were immediate
ly needed, but by embarrassing them 
in vain endeavors to effect an ex
change of some Britillh officers for 
him. This they could not do, as 
they had no officer of equal rank. 
In this emergency, William Barton, 
then a lieutenant-colonel in the 
Rhode Island militia. and afterwards 
a resident of Vermont and founder 
of the town of Barton, conceived 

British and no less exultation 
among the Americans. It had the 
designed effect and secured the spee
dy exchange of General Lee. 

Among these forty picked men was 
Robert Babcock, then only nine
teen years of age. His share in that ex
ploit was among the choicest recol
lections of his life, and after he had 
outlived a century nothing delighted 
him more than to recall and nal'rate 
the adventures of that eVentful 
night. 

REV. EBENEZER G. BRADFORD. 

BY REV. PLINY H. WHITE. 

Rev. Ebenezer Green Bradford 
died in Leverett, Mass., August 29, 
1861, aged 60 years, 3 months and 5 
days. He was a lineal descendant in 
the seventh generation from the dis

the bold idea of capturing a British tinguished William Bradford, one of 
general, and so effecting the re- the May-flower Pilgrims, and for 
lease of Lee. Sir Wm. Prescott, thirty years Governor of Plymouth 
the commander-in-chief of the Brit- Colony; and through him was related 
ish forces in Rhode Island, had his toJohn Bradford, the intimate friend 
headquarters at the honse of a of Rogers, Hooper, Latimer and 
Quaker, named Overing. on an Ridley, and like them a martyr at 
island near the main land. Bar- the stake in Smith-field. 
ton planned an expedition for his He was the fourth son of Rev. 
capture., and on the night of July Moses and Sarah (Eaton) Bradford, 
10, 1777, taking with him 40 picked and was born in Francestown, N. 
men in two boats, he eluded the vig-. H., May 24, 1801. He was graduat
ilance of the ships and gunboats by ed at Amberst in 1827; studied theol
which the island was surrounded, ogy at Andover one year; finished 
and arrived undiscovered at the bis course with Rev. Johu M. 
beadquarters of Oen. Prescott. Whiton, D. D., of Antrim,- N. H., 
He was not aware of their ap- and was licensed by the Union Asso
proach -till they arrived at the Yery ciation, at Goffstown, N. H., Au
door or the chamber in which he gust 12, 1829. His first settlement 
slept. The door was closed and was at Colebrook, N. H., where he 
fastened, and the Americans were was ordained February 29, 1832. 
considerably delayed in their endea- Rev. .James Tisdale, of GuildbalJ, 

:- VOl'S to effect an entrance. Atlengtb Vt., preached the sermon. 
a negro, named Prince, converted He was dismissed from Colebrook 
his head into a battering-ram, and, in February, 183u, and received a call 
drawing back a little distance he from the Congreforational Church in 
pitched head-rore-most through the Wardsboro, Vt., May 30, 1836, and 
door, and surprised the General in was there installed October 5, 1836. 
bis bed. Without allowing bim time His brother, Rev. Moses B. Brad
even to dress, Gen. Prescott's captors ford, of Grafton, Vt., preached tbe 
marcbed him to the boat, reacbed sermon. He was dismissed May 24, 
tbe bay in safety. and eventually de- 1842, and removed to Wisconsin, 
livered tbeir prisoner at Wasbing- wbere be was a stated supply of the 
ton's bead-quarters. The capture N. S. Presbyterian Church in Platt
caused a great deal of chagrin to the ville, a year and three months; of 
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the Congregational Church in Prairie 
du Lac, three years and two months; 
and of the Congregational Church 
in W aupun, three years. 

In December, 1850, he commenced 
preaching at Princeton, Wis., organ
~zed a Congregational Church there 
m 1852, and continued his labors 
with that church till March 30, 1861. 
His health failing, he returned to 

aged 68 years. He was a native of 
Coleraine, Mass, but through all the 
veal'S of active business life resided· 
in Wardsboro. He was a merchant 
for about thirty years. . 

PROF. I,. F. WARD, 

whose life was given to education, 

who has been already mentioned in ....... 


New England, and gradually sank of this history among the educated and 

paralysis. distinguished sons of Wardsboro, 


Peter Hammond, of Geneseo, Ill., and who was deceased about two 
died on the anniversal'Y of his 102d years since, we think, on the 25th 
birthday. Until within a few months Ianniversary of the Powers Institute, 
Mr. Hammond, despite his great· ~t Bernardston, was thus eulogized 
years, enjoyed almost perfect health; m the speech at the evening of the 
retained the full measure of his fac- grand day for Bernardston, by the 
ul~ies; walked to church nearly a ?rator of ~he. occasion, P. W. Will
mIle on pleasant Sundays' read with- lams, PnnClpal of the Davenport 
out glasses and seemed as'happy and (Ia.) high schools: 
connected with life as anv of his Prof. L. F. Ward was the first 
childt·en. The father of Mr. Ham- principal of the institute. For seven 
mond was one of the -patriots of the years his life was the life of the insti
Revolution, and took part in the tl;lte. He brought with him the 
destruction of the tea in Boston har- . VIgor of youth, the ambition of man
bor. Subsequently he removed to ho~d and the discrimination of ma -.. 
Wardsboro, Windham county in this ~Ul'lty. As a teacher his illustrations 
state, then a wilderness, where he were homely and pointed, his logic 
died in 1842. aged 94 veal's. Peter clean and his meaning never ob
remained at Newton w{th his grand- SCUl'ej with a rich gift oflanguage he 
parents until his mother made the never failed for the right word. Soon 
j~urney on horseback after him, a af.ter Prof. Ward became connected 
dIstance of 125 miles, and returned WIth the school, he demanded a 
with him, he walking the entire wav, boarding-house, and Cushman hall 
by her side. In 1802, he married. was built. Under his administration 
Charlotte Holbrook, daughter of a.: the school was a success, and in 1860 
prominent citizen of Wardsboro, and ! t~ere were 600 pupils connected 
for 53 years they continued to reside! WIth the school, a number not since 
in the house which he built and oc- reached. Prof. Ward was the chief 
cupied soon after their marriaae. At and attractive instructor of the first 
the death of his wife, in 1856~ Mr.: few years. He formed a library and 
Hammond moved to Geneseo, Ill.; orgauized debating clubs. He tried 
At the age of 100 years, his physi- -in 1860, to get the Legislature to ap -"" cians declared that there was not a propriate $20,000 for the purpose of 
diseased organ in his body. organizing an agricultural depart-

Squire Elmer, born in Somers, Ct., ment, and the General Court in 1869 
1781, was a soldier of 1812, for 2! was petitioned to found a normal 
yea~s; at 3'1, one Jauuary day, out on -sC.hool department. in. connection 
busmess, so froze his feet that he WIth the Powers mstrtute. Both 
had to have both amputated, and for schemes failed. After he left this 
47 years after was a hard working ~chool he was for three years super
man, always walking upon his knees. mtendent of the Northampton

schools, a member at one time of the 
JACKSON NEWELl" ESQ. Vermont council of censors served 

died in Shelburne, Mass., Mar. 26th, in the Legislature for two y~ars and 

-
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for three years was member of the which he did so much. The old 
state board of educatiou. He died pupils that still live are now scat
·last year from over-work and the tered and each is spreading his little 
greatest monument of his life is this censor of influence secured from the 
institution which he loved and for master hand. 
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WHITINGHAM. 


By CLARK JILLSON. 


This Town has in its archives a copy of its original Charter, issued 
before the Revolution by the Province of New York. 

WHITINGHAM. 

NEW YORK AND NEW HAMPSHIRE 

CLAIMS, OR THE FORTY YEARS' 


OONTROVERSY. 


In 1750 the Province of New 
York claimed all that tract of coun
try now known as the State of Ver
mont, and the Province of New 
Hampshire exercised jurisdiction 
over the same territory to such an 
extent that it became known as the 
H New Hampshire Grants." While 
this difficulty was in progress, both 
New York and New Hampshire 
chartered towns within the disputed 
territory. and in some cases, the au
thority of both Provinces was exer
cised over the same township. 

The controversy between these 
governments last{'d 40 years, and re
sulted in admitting into the Union 
the State of Vermont, in 1791, it be
ing the first accession to the 13 orig
inal States. 

CUlIIBERLAND TOWNSHIP. 

Previous to the Revolution, the 
southeastern part of the State was 
known as "Cumberland," and 
erected into a county by that name 
in 1776. 

The southwest corner of this 
county had been called "Cumber
land Township," but had not been 
chartered by that name, therefore, 
its limits were undefined. 

THE WHITING PETITION. 

On the seventh day of January, 
1767, a petition was presented to the 
lieutenant-governor of New York, 
by Nathan Whiting, Samuel Fitch, 
Eleazer Fitch, James Smedley, 
David Baldwin, Andrew Myera, 
Samuel Whiting, Robert Aiton, 
Amos Hitchcock and Nathan Haines 
Whiting, covering a part of thiE' ter
ritorv, which was referred to a com
mittee of His Majesty's Council, 
who "eported favorably, and the pe
tition was granted. 

The Patent was ordered to issue, 
bu t for some unknown reason the 
matter was delayed for three years. 

THE SEVEN GRANTEES. 

On the 26th day of January, 1770, 
Col. Nathan Whiting renewed the 
petition in behalf of himself and his 
associates, setting forth that the 
lands prayed for were vacant and 
had nevel' been granted, but were 
still vested in the Crown. He also 
stated that this land was part of a 
tract called "Cumberland," but 
that no township covering the same 
had ever been granted. Upon this 
petition, letters patent were issued 
on the 12th day of March, 1770. 

The grantees were seven British 
soldiers, who were thus rewarded by 
their fidelity in the King's service. 
Their names were Nathan Whiting, 
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WHITINGHAM. 

Samuel Fitch, Eleazer Fitch, James ment, but still remain Vacant, and 

Smedley, Andrew Myers, Robert Vested in the Crown. 

Aiton and Samuel Boyer, who were Your Petitioner therefore hum

all the persons then interested in bly prays, that the Letters Patent 

said lands. ordered on the said former Petition, 

may Issue for the Quantity of Land
THE TOWNSHIP NAMED WHITING

found to be vacant, and in the
HAM. 

Names of Nathan Whiting, Samuel 
The township thus granted and Fitch, Eleazer Fitch~ James Smed

chartered was named Whitingham. ley, Andrew Myers, Robert Aiton 
It <lccupied a position near the and Samuel Boyer, who are all the 
southwest corner of Cumberland persons at present interested in the 
county and was laid out six miles premises. 
square, with more flourish and cere And your PetItioner, in behalf of 
mony than attended the founding himself and his Associates, Doth 
of Rome. further pray, that the said Seven 

The following is the second peti  Thousand acres, together with the 
tion of Col Whiting, and the one following Tracts granted to or sur
upon which the grant was made, veyed for reduced Officers, to wit: 
and the patent or charter issued: Three Thousand acres granted to 

the· Petitioner, Nathan Whiting;
" PETITION." Two Thousand acres granted to 

"To the Honorable Cadwallader Lieutenant James Eddington; Two 
Colden, Esquire. Thollsand acres granted to Lieuten

His Majesty's Lieu tenant-Gov ant John N ordbergh; One Thousand 
ernor and Commander-in-Chief of acres granted to I.ieutenant James 
the Province of New York, and the Etherington; Three Thousand acres 
Territories, in America: Surveyed for Captain John Walker; 

In Conncil. Two Thousand acres Surveyed for 
The Petition of Colonel Nathan Lieutenant Thomas Gamble, an d 

Whiting, in behalf of himself and Two Thousand acrefl Surveyed for 
his associates, Lieutenant Dennis Carleton, may be 

erected into a Township by theHumbly Showeth, 
N arne of Whitingham, with the

That your Petitioner and his As usual privileges, 

sociates, on their former Petition, 
 And your Petitioner, as in Duty
obtained an Order of His late Excel bound, shall ever pray, &c. 

lency, Sir Henry Moore, with the 
 N ew York, 26th 

advice and consent of the Council, 
 J alluary, 1770. 

bearing date the twenty-seventh day 
 NATHAN W"HITING, in 

of January, One Thousand SflVen 
 behalf of himself and his 
Hundred and Sixty-seven, for grant Associates. " 

ing to them and their Heirs, the 


GENERAL DESORIPTION.quantity of Ten 'l'housand acres of 
a certain Tract of Land, lying on This township is located in the 
the west side of the Connecticut southeast corner of Windham coun
River, known by the name of 'The ty, and bounded on the no~th by 
Township of Cumberland.' That Wilmington, east by Halifax, south 
they have since procured an actual by Heath and Rowe in Massachu
Survey of said Land, and find the setts, and west by Readsboro . 

. Vacant Land to contain only the The surface is hilly, but as a gen
quantity of Seven Thousand acres. eral thing the high lands are well 
That the s~me, though part of the adapted to grazing and the other 
Lands formerly claimed by the Gov crops. Immense forests formerly 
ernment of New Hampshire have covered the soil, and beech, birch, 
not been granted by that Govern- maple, spruce, ash and hemlock were 
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abundant but the original growth. wise than is conformable to our said 
was larg;ly wasted nearly a century Ro;rallnstructio.ns." . 
.ago by being burned to the ground, 'Ihe stream rIses m Stratton and 
for'the ashes, and to get rid of the runs in a sou.theasterly dire~tion for 
timber for which there was no mar- about 50 mIles and falls mto the 
keto Connecticut near Greenfield, Mass. 

The center of the town is located North river runs in a southerly di-
upon an eminence. belonging to a rection, through ~he ea~terly part of 
range of hills runnmg nearly north the town, and umtes WIth the Deer
.and south, through the entire length field near Shelburne Falls, Mass . 
.of the town with Deerfield river at There are numerous other streams 
their feet ~n the west, and North in town flowing north, south, east 
river on the east. and west, which indicate an uneven 

WHITINGHAM SCENERY. . 
surface, well supplied with water. 
These streams furnish motive power 

From the summit of these hIlls for numerous industries. 
may be <;leen a large tr~ct of pict~r- There are no large bodies of water 
esque country, embr~cmg a portI?n in this town, for the reason that there 
of the Green Mountam range, whIle is not room enough between the hills, 
near, and several hundred !eet belo.w, but there are several small sheets of 
Sadawga pond glistens hke a 6.Ia- water of more or less importance. 
mond. ., Sadawga pond is the largest and best 

Among these elevatIOns IS Bur- known. It is located within a mile 
.rington hill, noted for its bleakness of the centre of the town, where the 
.during the winter months.. Streeter first church was built, in a westerly 
,hill is another sightly locatIOn, from direction. It is estimated to cover 
'which may be seen Haystack Moun- from 300 to 500 acres, with indica
tain in Searsburgh, the Monadnock tions that it has sometimes been 
in New Hampshire, Wachusett and more than three times its present 
Greylock in Massachusetts. . size. It bears upon its surface a 

In the northeasterly part of the floating island of some fifty acres in 
town near the village. of Jackson- extent. This accumulation is increas
ville and east of North river, is a ing from year to year, and within the 
Tocky elevation known a~ "Hosley last 50 years has been changed in 
hill," and on the other SIde of t~e form and size very materially. 
. th "H lb ook" and " TlprIver .are" e 0 r It is claimed this pond was named 

pet hIlls. in honor of a "Lone Indian" who 
The hills in thtwe!t~tll parta~ll continued to dwell about its shores 

the town near Ime 0 ow, after his tribe had moved on. It is 
along the easterly ban~s of Deer- said that "Old Sadawga" lived by
field river for several mllet! are ex- . d fi h' d h h

1 d d th 1 d about huntmg an s log, an t at e oc
treme y ru~ged ,an It.e tll:

n 
The casionally made a trip to N orthamp

them unsUlte to cu Iva lOn. S . fi Id d' f h' . d h ." All in your tOll and prmg e to Ispose 0 IS 
best crop raIse. ere IS furs and other articles in the market

" and conSIsts of the most mag- ., ' eye, and that whIle gomgdown Deerfield 
nificent natural scen~ry, r~rely sur- river in his canoe, he was wrecked 
Pasl'!ed by any found m foreIgn lands. 8h lb F 11 d d d Ald . t of con- at e urne a s an rowne. S 
. Deerfie . rIver, ~ A re~m flows this Indian was known to the first 

siderable SIze ll:nd Impor ance, . settlers of the town, his traditionary
through a portion of the town, atlts f . t' b bl't ate IS no Impro a e.d 1northwest corner, an a so at 1 s 

est corner which is in con- In the northerly part of the townthsou w, . d' l' 11 diormity with the original "set out," there IS a pon ,m ear y tImes ca e 
wherein care was taken that the Beaver dam, but of l~te, Fuller pon~. 
~'Length thereof doth not extend It f?rmerly covered 00 acres, and IS 
.along the banks of any river other- so sItuated as to have an outlet at 

": 
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WHITINGHAM. 

each end, both of which reach the 
Deerfield, one near the north part of 
Whitingham and the' other near 
Shelburne Falls, but nearly 30 miles 
apart. 

This body of water has decreased 
in size so that in ,a dry season less 
than five acres are covered with 
water. Traces of the old dam, prob
abl,r built centuries ago, are still 
viSIble, and under the surface may 
be found parts of trees of considera
ble size bearing tooth marks of the 
beaver. 

Near the northeast corner of the 
town is a sheet of water known as 
Roberts' pond. covering some 30 
acres. A small stream runs from it. 
but none into it from the surface ex~ 
cept the rainfall, which can have 
little to do with the amount of 
water it contains. 

G~~LOGY OF THE ~OWNSHIP, 
WhItmgham contaI,ns geological 

feature~ w<!rthy <!f notice: The rock 
formatIOn IS gneISS, but Its compon

mou,nds, produced by the action of 
the lOe and water during the glacial 
period, and it is believed that this 
rock was formely carried down this 
valley i? a m,ass of gravel which pre
vented Its bemg worn by attrition. 

This result of glacial action is of
ten noticed, and it is not uncommon 
to meet with a moraine, even in this 
hilly country, and these deposits 
are madeyp largely of gravel inter
spersed WIth bowlders of various sizes 
from a few pounds to several tons. ' 

The largest bowlder in New En
gland, called "'1'he Green Mountain 
Giant," may: be seen in the westerly 
part of WhItingham upon a hill 500 
feet above the Deerfield, and within 
two miles of that stream. It stands 
upon a flat rock, is 40 feet in length 
its horizontal circumference125 feet' 

I. its height 32 feet, its cubic content~ 
40,000 feet, and its weight 3,400 tons. 
The a~gl~s o! this rock are guite 
sharp, mdwatmg that its journey, if 
a long one, was made when incased 

ent parts are not so blended as to: in ice or a mass of earth. 
constitute granite suitable for build- ! Th I th I b Iing purposes. ~re are severa 0 er arge ow-

In the easterly part of the town ders ~n the town, notably th~ one 
talcose schist abounds to some extent, sta:ndmg on a flat r~ck at the hI~hest 
but not to render it of great value. pomt on Tenny HIll, m!lch hIgher 
The western half of the t()wn t~an. the one ~ast mentIoned, and 
abounds in limestone of excelient ~Jthm half a mIle of Massachusetts 

l't d . h ., hne.qua I y, an In suc prOXImIty to the. . 
surface as to render it comparatively Gold, ~llver and lead ~~ve been dlS
easy to be quarried. ?overed ~n severallocahtlCs, but not 

Sixty years ago the manufacture m qnan~Ites .t~ warrant ~n extensive 
and sale of lime constituted the prin- outlay m mmmg operatIOns, though 
cipal business of the town, and next so~e of the !lre, . recently found, is 
to agriculture was the chief industry saId to be qmte rIch. 

• There are numerous veins of quartz 
BOWLDERS. in the rock formation where traces 

Near North river about one mile of gold may be found, but whether 
below the present village of J ackson- these .veins are sufficiently extensive 
ville may be seen a bowlder 61 foot and rICh to become remunerative is 
in circumference and 10 feet high yet undetermined. A mining com
above the ground. Its angles have pany was forme? here a~d incorpor
not be~n worn as is commonly the ated by ~he LegIslature m 1867, but 
case WIth bowlders, but looks like a no starth?g results have been devel
block split from an immense ledge: ?ped durmg the 17 years of its ex
and not transported any considerable IIstance. 
dist!"nce. . i In the westerly part of the town, 

)lear thIS place are several gravel I in the village of Sadawga, is 
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A MINERAL SPRING 

to which many people resort on ac
count of its medicinal qualities. An 
analysis of the waters show that they 
contain muriate of line, carbonate of 
lime, muriate of magnesia, carbonate 
and per-oxide of iron, allumina with 
an acid trace. It is said to be a spe
cific for cutaneous eruptions, scrof
ulous humors, dropsy, gravel, chronic 
ulcers, liver complaint and many 
other diseases. This spring was dis
cQ,ered in 1822, and has been sought 
for 'more or less ever since. David 
Eames, a much respected citizen of 
the town, claimed that the use ot 
these waters saved his life. 

While this water has some med
icinal qualities, its taste is not much 
different from ordinary spring water, 
and its hygenic properties, as repre
sented by the chemist are in no way 
indicated by the taste. 

THE NATIVE FORESTS. 

In early times the town was cov
ered with a heavy growth of tim
ber, beech, birch and maple being 
the principal hard woods,and spruce, 
hemlock and balsam the soft. 

No pine timber, of any considera
ble value, ever grew in 1Yhiting
ham, and only now and then an oak. 
Hemlock trees in some parts of the 
town were of immense size, ranging 
from three to five feet in diameter. 
. It will be seen that the town pos
sessed few attractions for the set
tler, while there were many ob
stacles to contend with before the 
soil could be made productive. The 
climate, the location, uneven sur
face, the lack of a well defined pol
icy in matters of government, all 
conspired to discourage a speedy 
and successful settlement; but 

THE PIONEERS 

were a hardy race; courted the op 
position of the elements and of man. 
l'hey caused the forests to vanish 
before their sturdy stroke; took is
sue with wild beasts and unfriendly 
men; established their independence 
by solemn decree and forced civil

ization to establish a new, fJ'ee State, 
tbe first to be admitted into the 
Federal Union. 

'I'he inhabitants of Whitingham 
bore an active and honorable part 
in all these struggles, and from that 
day to the present time have shown 
themselves worthy of the Green 
Mountain State. 

EARLY SETTLEMENT. 

On the 12tb da.y of Marcb, 1770, 
by virtue of aNew York patent, 
Whitingham became the property 
of the following grantees: 

Nathan Whiting, Samuel Fitch, 
Eleazer Fitch, James Smedley, An
drew Myers, Robert Aiton and 
Samuel Boyer. 

It was ten years before the town 
was organized by the choice of of
ficers, during whlCh time large ac
cessions had been made to its popu
lation. The census <if Cumberland 
was taken in 1770-71, which dis
closes the following facts: 
White males under 16 _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ 3 

" "over and under 60 __ 4 "" 
" femaleRunder 16 _________ 3 
H "over and under 60_ 4 

Total. _____ 14 
Heads of families __ _ _ 4 

Whitingham as laid out in 1770 
was only a part of Cumberland. 

" 

SILAS HAMILTON AND ROBERT 

BRATTEN 

were the first settlers and were in 
town as early as 1770. 

The Bratten family came from 
Coleraine to Whitingham in 1770. 
They came around through 1Vilming. 
ton. Mrs. Bratten, the wife of 
Robert, was a brave and resolute wo
man. On tlleir way to vVhitingham 
from Colerain, ]\irs, Bratten climbed 
a tall tree in vVilmington and there 
discovered the valley of the Deer
field river. They pursued their 
course in that direction and marked 
trees as they went. Their house was 
some distance up the river from 
where Cyrus Wheeler now resides. 
They returned to Coleraine in the 



WHITINGHAM. 
-~-~-~ ---_. 
fall and came back three times before I Thomas Riddle was the first per
they made a permanent residence in . son who died in town. He was 
Whitingham. Here they commenced' taken sick while on a visit. His 
farming in a small way. A small 
iron kettle served as a water pail, 
milk pail, and was also used for cook-
i~g. The milk of one cow wa.s di
vided among several families. On 

. the 19th of May, 1780, known as the 
"Dark Day," Mrs. Bratten set out 
an apple tree on this farm which has 
since been called grandmother's ap
pIe tree. 

Silas Ha.milton was from Western, 

home was in Connecticut. He could 
not be carried home as there was no 
way of transportation except on 
horseback. He was buried in Whit
ingham. 

During the 10 years from the time 
this town began to be settled up to 
1780 when it was organized, the in
habitants were quite extensively en
gaged in an industry which might 
have been remuneratve at the time, 

(now Warren,) Mass., and became but of no permanent advantage. 
an extensive land owner in Whiting

. ham. He was engaged in 

SHAY'S REBELLION, 

and for this offence was tried and 
sentenced to stand one hour in a pil
lory and be publicly whipped on his 
naked back 20 stripes. The charge 
against him was" For stirring up 
sedition in this Oommonwealth." 

/' 
Mr. Hamilton was not alone in this 

business, as Vermont was the place 
of refuge for many of the insurgents 
including Shay himself. 

ADAM WHEELER 

of Hubbardston, Mass., was captured 
in Vermont by a party of govern
ment men under Royal Tyler, Esq., 
but they were only able to hold him 
four hours, when he was liberated by 
a party of 40 sympathizers from over 
the line in the State of New York. 

James White of Coleraine was 
convicted of high treason and sen
tenced to death, but was subsequent
ly pardoned. 

FIRST THINGS; 

Mr. Hamilton was the first repre
sentative from Whitingham to the 
Lellislature of Vermont in 1778. 

this early settlement was 
in progress, the town was without 
roads and the people were obliged 
to travel by marked trees. 'l'hey 
were obliged to have their grain 
ground at Greenfield, transporting
it there and baok on foot. 

The first child born in town was 
John Nelson, Jr. 

This was cutting wood and timber 
I to be burned for the ashes, the same 
being leached and the lye boiled 
down to salts and potash. 

This method of clearing off the 
land and carrying away what the 
soil so much needed, worked an in
jury to the farms from which they 
will never recover. If one-half the 
cleared land in this town was covered 
with the original timber to-day, it 
would greatly add to the value of 
the town. 

We have now passed over a period 
of great privation on the part of the 
settlers, who had cast their lot on a 
sterile soil, away from the comforts 
of civilization, among wild beasts, 
in a climate unfriendly to pioneer 
life. 

Up to this time there is no record 
of any religious expression on the 
part of the people, or that any cler
gyman had ventured to set foot upon 
the soil of Whitingham. 

It was now near the close of the 
Revolution. Independence had been 
declared by the colonies four years, 
and by Vermont three years. The 
English government was not much 
respected in Vermont, and the in
habitants sought to acquire titles to 
their lands through the General As
sembly. About 1780, Silas Hamil
ton and seven others petitioned for 
a grant of 3,000 acres of land in 
Whitingham. 
. ':I.'his petition was referred toa 

committee, who reported through 
their chairman as follows: 

"The Hon. General Assembly: 
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Your Committee reportastheiropin- FIRST GRAND LIST. 

ion, that the three thousand aores of "John Nelson, John Nelson Jr., 
land in the rl'ownship of'Vhiting- Benga' Blodgett, Samuel Day, John 
ham as Referred to in the Petition Blushfield, Thomas Blodget, Thomas 
of Silas Hamilton to be granted to Day, John Howard, Jonnhan Shum
said Hamilton and the settlers named way, James Howard, Amos Green, 
in said Petition thay Paying a Meat James Reed,· Benj. Blodgett Jr., 
Consideration and that his Ebenezer Davis, Isaao Fuller, Samuel 
Exelanoy and Counoil be Direoted Nelson, Leonard Pike, Eliphalet 
to Make out a Charter of Incorpor- Gusten, Daniel . Wilcox, Elijah 
ation for the same with the Reserva- French, Daniel Holloway, Luther 
tions and Restrictions Necessary.- Washburn, Bille Clark, Levi Shum-

JOHN THROOP, Chairman." way, Amasa Shumway, Benijah 
. d h Lampher, James Angel, John Butler,

ThIS report was referre to t e SIB tl EI'h BI k J b. . amue u er, 1 ue a e, a ez 
~overnor and Counml and the petI- Foster, Calvin Fuller, Levi Boyd, 

tlOn gran:e~. . Charles Dodge, John Rugg, Nathan 


The orlmmal oode of Vermont III Lee Henry Lee Abner More Thomas 

1780, made nine offences punishable Hu~t, J onath~n Barton, .fonathan 

by death, as follows: t;eason, mur- Dix, Timothy S. Berton, Oapt. 

der, arson, rape, bestIalIty, sodomy, Eliphalet Hide Moses Hide Jona

bearing false witness against. a pe:- than Edgeoomb, Roger Edgecomb, 

son for the. p~rpose. of causmg .hIS Beriah Sprage, Thomas Sterns, 

death ; I?uttl~tIon: eIther by cuttmg Sterling Sterns, Nathaniel Davis, 

out or dIsablIng the tongue, or put- Brinsele Peters· Silas Hambleton 

ting out 3n eye, or by emasoulation, Robert Bratten'Robert Bratten Jr' 

and blaspheming the name of God. Joseph Colema~." ., " 


The first town meeting of which The listers for this yea.r were Hen-

we have any reoord, was held on ry Lee, Benjamin Blodgett and 

Thursday, March 30, 1780, when Eliphalet Gusten. 

the following business was trans- The Bratten!!, Robert and Moses, 

acted: and Leonard Pike, settled in the 


"Att an annual Town meeting north-west part of the town, and 

Maroh 30 1780 the men whose James Angel, Eliphalet Gusten and 

names are'under Bitten ware Chosen Benijah Lamphear in the south-east 

to Ofis. part. John .Butler and Silas Hamil-


Town Clerk: Eliphalet Hyde. t?n settled m th.e north-easte.rn se.c

Selectmen: James Angel, Eliphalet ~lOn. Butler bUIlt.the firstgnst-mIlI 

Hyde, Silas Hamilton. Treasurer: m town on ~orth rIver. 

Silas Hamilton. Constables: Abner The earlIest deed on re~o:d was 

More, Levi Shumway. Highway from Robert Bratten of ~hltlllgba:n 

Surveyors: Abner More, Thos. to John Torrey of Hahfax, and IS 

Hunt, Ebenezer Davis, John Nelson dated ~an. 2nd, 1780. . . 

Jr. Listers: Thos. Stearns, Eliphalet In 1.~6, the tow:,n made proVls~on 

Hyde. Collectors: Levi Shumway, for payIng taxes m the follOWIng 

Abner More. Grand Juror: Thomas m~~ner: . 

Stearns. Sealer of weights and meas-. Voted that the town tax be paId 

ures. John Butler. Deer Rief: In wheat at 4 s. per bushel, Rey at 

Amasa Shumway, Thomas Stearns. 3 s., Corn at 2 and 6, Oats at 1 an~ 


. . 6, Flax at 8 d. per pound, sugar a 

~t thIS tIme the tow,n had a popu- d. per pound." 


latlOn of not less than 200. Although pioneer life was not 

The grand list of 1781 shows who pleasant in many respeots, there was 


paid the taxes at that time and indi- constant call for unclaimed lands in 

cates to some extent the population Whitingham, by those who desired 

of the town. to become permanent settlers. 


http:north-easte.rn


·WHITINGHAM. 

On the 15th day of October, 1857, 
600 acres of land were granted by 
Vermont to Jonathan Hunt and Arad 
Hunt, described as follows, viz: 
"Three lots in the town of Whit
ingham, being a part of three thou
sand acres of land granted to Capt. 
John Walker, said lots containing 
one hundred and ninety-six acres in 
each lot and are numbered 2, 3 and 
5, as expressed in a certain indenture 
of release made to the said ,Jonathan 
Hunt and Arad Hunt, by Samuel 
Wells." 

This gl'ant was made in such a 
way as to render the location doubt
ful, unless the thl'ee lots were more 
clearly defined than was customal'y 
in those days. 

'1'he people of Whitingham at this 
time, as a rule, were law-abiding, so 
far as they had any law to abide by; 
but habits of intoxication sometimes 
required a clleck from some official 
source in cases where the law could 
not be appealed to WIth satisfactory 
results. 

In 1787 the people of Whitingham 
adopted a method unique in its con
ception and salutary in its applica
tion. 

'fhe number of cases treated by 
this humiliating process is unknown, 
but one specimen has been preserved 
and may be found among the town 
records, recorded by Amos Green, 
who was then town clerk. The 
selectmen who issued this suggestive 
hint were Samuel Day, Daniel Wil
cox and Isaac Lyman. It has no 
parallel in municipal dictum and is 
as follows: 

"Whereas the mismanagement 
and bad conduct of A. B. --- of 
Whitingham in times Past has ap
parently Brought himself into such 
Difficulty that his Family may feel 
the fatal effects of it in many In
stances, Particularly afor their Daly 
support, which to prevent we, the 
subscribers, Do agreeable to Law 
hereby take Inspection of S'd A. 
B. '13 futer affairs under our Emediate 
Care, and hereby Notify the Publick 
that we act as Overseers on S'd A. 
B's futel" affairs, and warn all that is 

or may be concerned with S'd A. B. 
to govern themselves accordingly. 

Whitingham, June 30, 1786." 

In 1790 an effort was made to se
cure a burial place, and the town 
"Voted to Except the land of 
Calvin Munn and fence the same." 

Nothing was done about the fence 
during the year and on the 7th of 
Mar. 17!H, the town was not satisfied 
with the Munn lot and choose a 
Committee "to search for a more 
convenient place." The lot less 
than half a mile north of where the 
old meeting house stood was fiIlldly 
selected. 

Gambling and like devices were 
resorted to for the purpose of raising 
money for religious and chal'itable 
purposes. Churches, roads and 
bridges were built, repairing loss by 
fire and paying the State debt, by 
lottel'y; clearly showing the tendency 
of the human mind to be lured by 
expectation that something is liable 
to turn up. 

These lotteries were not only 
legalized by towns, but the State 
was concerned in the same demoral
izing business. 

Vermont has passed 24 act s, grant
ing lotteries for various purposes, 
the first being dated Feb. 27th, 1783, 
and the last one, Nov. 8th, 1804. 
Nov. 8th, 1792, an act was passed 
granting a lottery to raise 150£ for 
building a bridge over Deerfield 
River at Readsboro. 

It W!1S thought that these lotteries 
had a tenGency to relieve the burden 
of taxation, while it only changed 
the burden from Olle class to another 
by bringing the gamblers to the 
front in charitable and religious 
work. 

It is to be presumed that the 
town meetings were legally called, 
but none of the warrants were re
corded during the first 14 years. 

The first recorded warrant for a 
town meeting was for the meeting 
held March 3, 1794. The principal 
matter before that meeting was in 
relation to building a meeting house. 

Dec. 30, 1794, at a town meeting, 
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Jonathan Hunt received 15 votes 
for member of Congress. 

Persons to whom land was grant
ed in Whitingham by authority of 
Vermont, 1780 to 1796: 1780, 
Silas Hamilton, Thomas Stearns, 
John Butler, James Roberts, Abner 
Moor, James Angel, Charles Dodge, 
Eliphalet Hyde; 1781, Robert Brat-
ten and seven others, whose names 
are unknown; 1782, Samuel Wells; 
1787, Jonathan Hunt, Arad Hunt; 
1796, Amos Green, S&muel Moulton, 
Thomas Day, Samuel Day, ~am?s 
Howard. Se~h !I0ward, Ben]am.m 
Nelson, BenJamm Blodgett, BenJa
min Blodgett, Jr., Samuel Nels~)D, 
Solomon Moulton, Asaph WhIte, 
William N elson, Thomas Blodgett, 
Abisha Blodgett and Daniel Wal
lace. These grants we~e suppos~d 
to cover all the unoccupIed land m 
the town. . . 

The liberahty of the tow!l 1II al
lowing its citizens to pay theIr tax.es 
in "truck and dicker," and the ralS
ing of money by games of chance 
did not turn out to be a complete 
remedy f6r all the financial ills, and 
numerous farms were sold under the 
hammer. 

:May 30, 1798, the town colle<:tor, I doubted, for he had never been led 
.Amasa Shumway, held a great sale to believe that witchcraft could only 
of land in Whitingham to satisfy exist in a distempered mind. 
demands for taxes. The exact con- Whether a belief in witchcraft 
dition of these sales does not appear had a tendency to weaken the re
to have been recorded. There were Ii ious sentim(,Jnt of the people is 
75 lo~s sold at a cheap rate; 100 n:t clear, but about this time objec
acres IDiot No.7 for $1.37, and an- tion was made to paying taxes for 
other lot of 7~ acres !or 98 cents. the support of a minister who did 
It would be mteres.tmg to kno~ not reach the right doctrine, and 

church-goers. This house was made 
free to aU denominations, by a vote 
of the town. The population at this 
time was 868. 

WITCHCRAFT. 

What was known as the "Salem 
witchcraft," 200 years ago lingered 
in the minds of the people more than 
a century. 

Near the close of the last century, 
there lived in the southeast p~rt of 
Whitingham an elderly woman by 
the name of I ..amphear, .who had the 
reputation of being a WItch. 

Julius Clark, a young man. who 
lived near :Mrs. Lamphear, claImed 
that he was bewitched by her and 
so thoroughly under her influence 
that he was unable to get off his bed 
for ten years. When the old ~ady 
died he at once recovered and lIved•to old age, . 

.Another man supposed hImself to 
be one of her victims, and would ex
ert himself in every possible way to 
avoid her influence. He rela~e.d 
numerous insta.nces where the SpIrIt 
of this harmless old woman was 
wont to revel among its victims, 
and his sincerity was not to be 

whether any of the tItles under thIS 
Bale were ever perfected. 

1799. 
The last year of the century was 

the most prosperous the town has 
ever seen. Large numbers were 
added to the population, log huts 
were abandoned and more modern 
houses built. The forests were 
cleared away, roads and bridges 
built, schools established and gen
eral thrift pervaded the town. The 
(lId meeting house was built this 
year, which was a great relief to 

the ~own, by vote made the way 
clear for unbelievers as follows: 

' "V@ted that all persons who will 
come forward to the selectmen and 
declare that it is against their co:{l
science to pay any sum of money 
for the purpose of hiring preaching, 
that it shall be the duty of the 
selectmen to abate their taxes." 

Several persons filed a certificate 
for abatement, but I fail to find that 
any action was taken thereon. rbe 
following may be found in the town 
records: 

·', 

~ 

~ 

" 




WHITINGHAM. 

Whitingham, July 5, 1802. in a chest to be made at the expense 
. .. . of the town for that purpose." 

. "I .do not agr.ee .m rehglOu~ opm- This house stood on a hill, in a 
~on wIth th? maJorI~Y of the lllhab- climate far from being mild in win-
Itants of thIS town. ter and yet it was used for religious 

OALEB RIDER." pu;poses and town meetings during 
Among the early settlers and 19 winters before there was any fire 

those prominent in business. and in it. No chimney was put in when 
town affairs, near the close or the the house was built; but time 
last century, were Nathan Green, brought its changes, and on the 21~t 
J ames Roberts, Jabez Foster, Amasa day of December, 1818, the town 
Shumway, David Eames, James voted, To have a stove and pipeH 

Reed, Reuben Lamphear, Francis erected in the meeting house." 
Porter, Amos Green, Oalvin Munn, When 'Whitingham celebrated its 
Jonathan Hall, Baxter Hall, Reuben centennial in 1880, the east side of 
Brown, Amos Brown, Joshua Oole- this house had been torn away, and 
man, Samuel Day, Ambrose Stone, the speaker's stand erected close to 
Samuel Parker, David Jillson, Wil- and partly within this open space. 
liam Goodnow, Jesse Hull, John The oration was delivered by 
Roberts. Samuel Preston, Isaac Olark Jillson of Worcester, Mass., a 
Ohase, Joshua Newell, Abraham native of Whitingham. His re
Ohase, Abiather Winn, Levi Boyd" marks in relation to the old meeting 
Martiu Stickney, Abel B. Wilder, house were as follows: 
Eli Higley, Jeremiah Kingsbury, "Eighty-one years ago to-day, 
Samuel Martin, Heaekiah Murdock, this very spot was busy with the 
Thomas Nelson and many others. preparation for the erection of this 

These men assisted in advancing grand old structure; the inhabitants 
the material prosperity of the town, of the town who have permitted the 
and took special pride in the suc- mutilation of its walls and allowed 
cess of agricultural pursuit in which it to be shorn of its inward beauty
they were all more or less engagad. its unique pulpit, its square pews, its 

The first recorded warrant for a extensive galleries so tastefully dec
town meeting was for the meeting orated, emblematic of New England 
held the third of March, 1794. 'l'he life 200 years ago-ought to be in
time of this meeting was occupied dieted for the desecration of the 
in discussinO' matters relative to altars of their fathers. 
building a m~eting house. On the Your modern churches, built to 
6th of July, 1795, the town voted: gratify th~ morbid tastes of those 
" That they will build a house for who worshIp fixtures more than the 
public worship, 40 feet wide and 50 Deity, lack that spiritual presence 
feet long, by a m~jority of 29 against that every person cannot but feel 
eight." when he enter~ this consecrated tem

'Phis meeting house was framed pIe, I~ ,!as bml,t by a sturdy race of 
and raised during the summer and me~, hvmg entIrely by t~e labor. of 
autumn of 1799, by Levi Oonant of the!r .own hands, .but havmg ~rams 
Halifax, and was finished off later suffiCIent to admIt of a conSCIence. 
by JU(!tUt'l Hall, also of Halifax. Two of your mod~rn churc?es haye

" had at least a pnvate bunal, whIle
N~v. 14, 1803, the to.wn Voted this ancient building still stands. If 

to falSe the money. ~hat IS necessary it had been left unoccupied and un
to purchase the mlhtary stores nee· disturbed, it would have outlived 
e~sary t,? supply the town as the law them all, standing upon this hill a 
dIrects. . monument to the memory of our 

H Voted that the place to depOSIt fathers a memorial of their unflinch
said stock of ammunition s~all be in ing int~grity, their perseverance un
the upper loft of the meetmg house der stress of limited means, their 
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unfaltering fidelity to the Christian 
faith, and their willingness to do 
what they thought to be right. 

On the night of the 14th of Octo
ber, 1883, this house was cut down 
by some reckless vandal whose soul 
was steeped in the dregs of depravi
ty, whose unholy work was too dis
graceful to bear the light of day. 

Farewell, dear old landmark of 
our fathers ! Your presence was a 
benediction, your loss will be a per
petual sorrow." 

The amount of credits to the town 
of Whitingham, given to each volun
teer who has enlisted and been mus
tered into service, the time of actual 
service by each man, dating from 
the time of muster into the service 
to the time he was mustered out, 
diseharged or deceased, (not count
ing fractions of a month,) together 
with the amount of bounty paid to 
each man by the town, will be seen 
by the following table: 

~ 
I 
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Aldrich, Francis H. 
Allard, Henry J. 
Atherton, John 
Barker, Augustus 
Barnes, Levi N. 
Burke, Frederiok

\ Barker, Charles A. 
:' 	 Ballou, George E. 

Ballou, J oseEh L. 
Biokford, A merin C. 
Bickford, Sylvester 
Bishop, Emerson 
Bishop, Isaac D. 
Blanchard, Joy N. 
Blanchard, George F. 
Bray, David 
Briggs, Eli S. 
Brown, Mirvin M. 
Brown, Henry B. 
Brown, Lansford H. 
Brown, George F. 
Brown, BE'njamin P. 
Burrington, Robert 
Cady, Aaron L. 
'Clark, Zimri. 
Chase, George A. 
Comstock, James H. " 	 Conners, John 

, 	 Cutting, Asa 
_,I 	 Davis, Lewis A. 

Davis, Lysander 
Danforth, Charles 
Dix, Hosea 
Dole, William E.

\ 	 Eames, Joseph H. 
Easton, Solomon G. 
Eames, Luther 
Easton, Chauncy C. 
Edwards, Abiathar P. 
Eddy, George P. 
Eddy, John A. 
Esty, Henry W. 
Fairbanks, Odid C. 
Fairbanks, Edwin 
Fairbanks, Freeman A. 
Freeman, Jt>hn 
Foster, Gustavus 
Gillett, Henry O. 
Gillett, Elliot F. 
Griffin, Henry W. 
Griffin, Alfred B. 
Goodnow, Henry S. 
Graves, Joseph D_ 
Griffin, Hollis B. 

~~g ~Ol~ 
8"'~ Q)::!'~ REMARKS.1'1,_0 let> t 

~~J:l 

yrs. mo. 

I 
2 9 

5 $615 
1 6 300 
2 4 
1 2 300 

10 700 
9 9 100 
9 9 100 
9 9 100 

2 9 

. ! I 

3 1 


3 

3 

1 


3 

3 

3 


8 

3 

8 


i 


2 

1 


9 : 
1 


91 1 


9 

8 

9 

1 

6 


(\ 
3 

5 

3 


10 I 

3: 

11 

8 


11 

3 


10 

8 

1 

8 

9 

9 


10 

6 


6 

6 


10 

9 


11 

3 

9 

6 

9 

9 

9, 

41 


~I 
4 


100 


400 

675 

300 

400 

300 

300 

425 

250 


300 

300 


675 


300 

700 


Died in servi~e. 

1st Regiment Cavalry. 

Killed in hattIe of Cedar Creek. 


Re-enlisted. 

Died in service of disease. 

Deserted before muster in. 


Discharged for disability. 

Died on the way to Regiment. 

Died before Co. leftBrattleboro. 


Died in service of disease. 
Deserted on way to Regiment. 

Killed at Fredericksburg. 

Re-enlisted. 

Killed at Petersburg. 


I Died in service of diseasf\. 

3 1 

81 

6· 
3i 
8! 
1 

8 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

6 

8 

3 


i 

I 


i\ 

3 

8 

1 


3 

3 

3 


'3 


B 

3 


9 


9 

9 

9 


9 


9 

9 

9 

9 

9 


1 

2 

3 

1 


1 


2 


2 

1 

8 


1 


3 

1 

8 

1 

1 


2 


1 

1 


100 I Died in service of disf\ase. 

100 

100 

300 IRe-enlisted. 
300 


300 

300 

600 

100 


300 i Died in service of disease. 

750 


100 

100 

100 

100 I I Discharged, and died of dis
100 I ease contracted in service. 

300 

300 


Re-enlisted from a Mass. Regt. 
" " " " Resident of Readsboro. 

Resident of Heath, 1\1ass. 
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~ ~ ~ ~!~ood0 ..... ~ o '3 ~ I.:l.:.;'!l, 
<!) ::s.... ::s~ ... !s:S 0NAMES. E13~ °0§1... l!:E-< 
~<~ ~E-<o'~0.s , P=I 

I yrs. mo.:yrs. mo. 
Hescock, Ambrose E. 9 
Hicks, Merritt G. 

9 
3 1 9 

Hatch, Elisha P. 3 2 9 
Holbrook, Selah H. 6 3 6 

,3Holbrook, Rufus C. 6 
Howell, Frank A. 23 1 
Hull, Horace A. 13 6 
Jillson, Rinaldo E. 9 
Jillson, Horace T. 3 
Lambert, Michael I :3 11 6 
Lake, Daniel G. 3 10 
Ll!.ngdon, Peter, Jr. 1 8 
Larned, Thomas J. 13 4 
Mason, Henry 9 
Morse, Frederick N. 9 9 
Morley, Elias S. 36 7 
Moore, Charles 3 5 
Murphy, David 13 6 
Murphey, Patrick 13 6 
Newell, Edward 9 9 
Newell, Hiram 9 4 
Newton, Albert E. 3 2 2 
Neenan, James 3 2 
Nelson, Charles 8 
Olden, Daniel 3 10 
Parker, Edgar 9 9 
Pike, Amos W. 9 9 
Pason, James H. 3 
Pike, Lewis 26 6 

16Pierce, George H. 6 
Ravey, James 1 
Reed, Wm. H. 91 931 9'Reed, Alfred 9 
Reed, Elmer J. 91 

13Reed, Winslow T. 6 
Rice, Daniel M. 9 23 8 
Rice. Charles H. 9 4 
Stetson, Albert C. 9 9 
Stanley, George B. 23 9 

13Stafford, Isaac B. 2 
Streeter, Josepb J. 6 1 6 
Sherman, Albert N. 1 9 
Shumway, ChandlerC. 1 9 

3Tobv, Henry A. 4 
Tooiy, David A. 13 6 
Tooly, John H. 

I 
3 3 

Tucker, John B. 3 
Warren, Charles 3 6 
Wilcox, Luman C. 9 2 
Wilcox, John F. 1 9 
Wilcox, Zackary T. 1 9 
Wheel(>r, James W. 23 3 
Wrinkle, Thomas 18 6 

--,- 
1312711 6 9 

$100 

300 
100 

300 
500 
700 

100 
300 
475 
300 
800 
100 
100 

550 
475 
300 
100 
100 
675 
300 
600 
365 
100 
100 

300 
400 
100 
100 

300 
600 
600 
600 

100 

100 
600 
600 

800 

J 

$24030, 

REMARKS. 

Killed in action at Petersburg, 

D'f'd, ent'd service under draft. 

Died of disease in service. 

Re-enlisted for Wilmington. 


Died in service at Fort Slocum. 


Reported as deserting. 

Never joined RegimeI}.t. 


1st Reg't Cavalry, re-enlisted. 

Died in service of disease. 


Died in servi<'Al of disease. 

Killed at Chapin's Farm. 

Deserted. 

Deserted before joining Reg't. 

Died in service of disease. ." 


\ 
Deserted, never joined Reg't. 
Ro-en. died of wounds received. 
Drafted, paid commutation. 
Died in service of disease. 

t 
Sick, never joined Co. 

Enlisted for 9 moB.and Vet.Vol. 
Died in service of disease. 

Died in service of disease. 
Drafted, paid commutation. 
In 1st Cavalry Regiment..." " 
Discharged for disability. 

Died in service of disease. 

En.for Wil'n, trans. to W'dham. 

Discharged for disability. 
 -. 
Died in service of disease. 

Reported as deserting. 
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Of the above list of men that substitutes to the credit of the town 
were credited to the town of Whit- for three years, are the following: 
ingham, eighteen were non-residents Hosea B. Ballou, Joseph 1. Chase, 
of the town. Four were uitizens of Royal Chase, Royal S Faulkner, 
Massachusetts, one of the town of Willard Faulkner, Jr., Eli T. Green, 
Readsboro, and thirteen were obtain
ed from abroad, and their residence 
has not been ascertained.. To the 
eighteen non-residents, the town 
paid $9,415 bouuty, and to the 
eighty-nine of our own men was paid 
$14,615, averaging $523 and a frac
tion over to foreigners, and $164.21 
to our own townsmen. 'fhe whole 

Edward L. Roberts, Benj. F. Rob
erts, Henry M. Roberts, Albert C. 
Stetson, Norris L. Stetson, George 
N. Upton,. George W. Wheeler, 
Ichabod N. Wheeler. 

Each of these men received a 
town bounty of five hundred. dollars. 

In July, 1863, sixteen men were 
drafted from the town of Whiting

amount of credits by men mustered ham, fourteen of whom paid the 
into the service is 27lt years, and the $300 commutation as provided by a 
time of actual service is l31i- years. law of. the United States, and one, 
The credits by non-residents is 43 Charles C. H. Williams, procured a 
years, and the actual service 12i substitute, and Selah H. Holbrook 
years.. went into the service under the draft. 

The aggregate amount of bounties The following are the men who paid 
paid by the town to volunteers, and commutation: 
to men furnishing substitutes, is Henry S; Blanchard, Alonzo S. 
$31,030. 'fhe expense of procuring Bliss, Elliot A. Brown, Russell D. 
volunteers, and other incidental ex- Brown, Elisha J. Corkins, Charles 
penses connected with the raising of W. Dix, Joseph Dix, Franchl W. 
recruits in 	 1862-3 and 4, cannot be 

.,./ less than $1500, making the total 
\ amount $32,530. 

Besides the list of men credited to 
the town in the foregoing table, "\ 
there are six men credited to Whit
ingham whose names are not given.\ 

,," 	 They are probably substitutes fur
nished by enrolled men, and some at 
least, if not all, have entered the 
naval service of the United States, 
instead of the army. 

Four men enrolled and liable to 

Fairbanks, 	l;evi B. Faulkner, Geo. 
H. Pierce, 	 Henry S. Reed, Charles 
O. Stone, Joseph J. Streeter, Thad
deus E. Wheeler. 

'L'wo of those who paid commuta
tion, George H. Pierce and Joseph 
J. Streeter, afterwards volunteered 
and went into the service. 

In many instances in this brief 
sketch of the soldiers from Whit
ingham, the only available !Source of 
information was the reports of the 
Adjutant and Inspector General of 

draft· in Whitingham, enlisted in the State, and consequently are not 
other towns. Winchester E. Hol
brook enlisted in Hartford, Conn., 
was a prisoner for a long time, and 

I, came home sick, and died a short 
time after from disease contracted 
in the service. David Jilson enlist
ed in a Reg't in Massachusetts. 
James S. Bigelow enlisted in the 
town of Halifax, went into the 8th 
Reg't in the same Company with 
some of onr men, and was killed at 
the battle of Cedar Creek, Oct. 19, 
'64. David Atherton enlisted in a 
New York Reg't, and was in Ander
sonville prison some eight months. 

The enrolled men who furnished 

so definite as would have been made 
had not my time to collect facts 
been so limited. L. BROWN. 

Whitingham, Feb. 23, 1867. 

THE CENTRE VILLAGE. 

This village, so long the centre of 
attraction and business interest for 
the whole town, fills a place in the 
history of Whitingham of more im
portanee than those now on the stage 
of active life would suppose. For 
nearly half a eentury, during the 
most progressive period, it was the 
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cherished centre for every section of idly gaining m populatIOn and 
the town. And not only that, but wealth, and had already become a 
the most active, enterprising busi- town of no small importance in the 
ness place to be found in this sec- county and in the State. 'fhis was 
tion of the county. Both secular when cities and large towns and vil
.and religions interests centered here, lages had no such magnetic attrac
.and all classes felt this to be the tion for enterprising young men as 
common center of attraction. The we witness in these more modern 
-old church, now ruthlessly destroy- times. The best native talent was 
ed, was built abont the commence- retained at home, to guide the public 
ment of the present century, and interest, and establish institutions 
was the pride of the whole town, for indispensable to an exalted civiliz
whose benefit it was erected, and for ation. 

_many years from two to four hun- Gre.enleaf & Houghton was suc
dred devout worshippers, in the sum- ceeded on the lower side of the way 
mer season, would assemble within by George Boardman; and it was 
its walls, on each returning Sabbath, there where Henry Goodnow, whose 
to test their devotion to the reli- career as a merchant and citizen, 
gious ordinances of that age. is familiar to most of the people of 

this town, took his first lessons in 
STORES AND MERCHANTS. the mercantile business. He work-

The first store in this immediate ed as clerk under Boardman till 
vicinity, of which we can find any abont 1833, when he bought out 
.account, was built by William and Boardman, and was the owner of the 
Joseph Goodnow, in 1804. The store and responsible party in trade, 
following have been merchants in on that side of the way ever after 
town: John Noys& Adm Thaver, that. He did an extensive and 
Rev. Linus Austin & Asahel Booth. profitable business for the next ten ~ 
Ephriam Smith & George Board- years, and accumulated a property 
man, Emory Greenleaf & Royal that with prudent management 
Honghton, Henry Goodnow, 'Eli would have made him one of the 
Higley, Reuben :Mims, Mims & most wealthy merchants in this part 
Dhase. John Joyes and AJin of the State. But his ambition for ~ 
Thayer, sold to Rev. Linus Austin wealth prompted him to invest too 
and Asahel Booth. Austin sold his much in land specul&.tions, and real ~ 
interest to Booth. estate securities in Readsboro, and 

Meantime another store had been other towns, when lands were high, ! 

.started on the lower side of the way, and still rising; and this, together l,near where Henry Goodnow's dwell- with Borne losses in the lumbering 
ing house now stands. Ephriam and mill business in Hartwellville, 
Smith, who had been keeping a gro- and the extensive litigation in which 
eery store over at a place called the he became involved, used up his spare 
"'Oorners," near the late "Farmers' capital, and,the decline in the value 
Inst. Oo's." place of business, moved of real estate, which he held too long ....,
to the centre village, established a in hopes of better prices, together 
general store, and did an extensive with the accumulating taxes and 
business alone for a few years; and costs of litigation, which he was 
afterwards in company with George. compell~~ to pay, has reduced him 
Boardman, under the firm name of i to a posltIOn that 35 years ago would 

"'Smith & Boardman," for several have been thought impossible. 

years. They were succeeded by In 1824 or 1825, Eli Higley, long 

Emory Greenleaf and Royal Hough- a resident and leading citizen of 

ton, who traded on that side of the Whitingham, and an active, enter

way, in the firm name of "Greenleaf prising business man, formed a part 

& Houghton," till about 1820. This nership with Asahel Booth, who was 

village and the whole town was rap- trading in the store built by Messrs. 
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Goodnow, and built a new store and assistance. At that age the people 
hotel near the old one first built. not only of this town, but of all 
They did business under the firm other towns in this part of the State, 
name of "Higley & Booth," for two were a hardy, industrious, self-re
or three years after the completion liant race of people, depending en
of their new store; then Higley sold tirely upon their own labor and their 
out to a Mr. Houghton, and the firm own reSources for the support of 
changed to Houghton & Booth." themselves and their families. FarmH 

They did a more extensive business ing was the almost exclusive bus
in trade for a few years than any iness of the whole town, and the 
other store ever did in Whitingham. products of the soil and the growth 
They continued trade there till Geo. of stock on the farm afforded a lib
Boardman and Reuben Winn bought eral surplus annually to most of the 
them out in 1833. The store was inhabitants. Farming paid then, as 
then run in the name of "Boardman well as other pursuits. Dairying 
& Winn" for a year or two, when business was then profitable, and al
Winn bought Boardman's interest most every farmer was, to a greater 
and run the store alone for a short or less extent, engaged in it. From 
time. when he took in Rufus Chase five to 20 cows might be seen in 
as a partner, and the store was run every farmer's yard, besides a good 
in the firm name of "Winn & Chase" flock of sheep and other stock; me
till Chase died in 1846. chanics and laborers were under no 

For nearly half a century before necessity of sending to city markets 
this, this hill had been the common for the necessaries of life; the neigh
business centre for the whole town, boring farmers had an ample supply 
and for many years drew a large of the finest quality. 
share of the trade of adjoining towns. The sound of the woodman's axe 
There was a time when this hill was and the noise of the flail gave as 
the most central mart for all kinds much satisfaction half a century ago 
of merchandise known in this part of as the hum of machinery at the pres, the county. The people all took an ent time. So, too, the noise of the 
interest in its progress. A spirit of shuttle and the music of the spin

\ enterprising emulation pervaded all • ning wheel, were cherished with as 
classes. The common people were much delight by the ladies of that 
of necessity industrious and econom- age, as that of the organ and piano 
ical in their habits; the theory of of to-day. We cannot too greatly 
living upon other people's earnings revere the memory of our fathers 
had not yet become popular; few, if and mothers for their noble home 
any, in this section of the country virtue!'! and the lessons of economy 
adopted that course. Manual labor they taught us; their industrious 
was no dishonor to any class of citi- and persevering energy, and the 
zens; even professional men could graceful course they pursued in the 
work on the farm a portion of the culture of domestic economy and the 
time without detriment to their pro- arts of civilization, in this then al
fessional standing. They duly ap- most wilderness town. We of the 
preciated its invigorating effect on present time can have but limited 
both their physical and mental pow- conceptions of the hardships and 
ers. And the people were bound i privations they cheerfully endured 
together in fraternal feelings of sym- for the benefit of their posterity, and 
patby for each other's welfare. "Ev- to found such institutions for human 
ery man for himself and the devil society as tend to an enlightened 
take the hindmost," had not become and progressive organization. May 
the paramount rule of action. If the successive generations ever 
any were unfortunate, the whole be grateful for their exemplary 
neighborhood felt it a privilege, as wisdom in laying the found
well as a duty, to render charitable ations of social and progressiveele
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ments of the highest form of civiliz- On one of these training days, the 
ation in annndeveloped and grow- boys as usual had taken their posi
ing township. tion on the public common for a 
. But to return to our narrative of game of ball, and when they had 
the centre village. While this got nicely started in their game, the 
place remained the common centre Captain of the militia company, feel
of the whole town, the store and ing perhaps a little too prond of his 
hotel had all the business they could authority, marched his men directly 
attend to, and scarce a day passed on to the grounds they occupied evi
in the winter, when the weather was dently with a view of routing and ....... 
favorable, but that from ten to driving them off. The boys, in the 
twenty-five teams might be seen true spirit of "young America," .' 
there during the business hours of loudly protested against such inva

the day. It was no uncommon oc- sion of their supposed rights, but 

currence to have an hundred tierces finally, with generous magnanimity 

of lime bought and sold in a single yielded to the Captain, and took a 

day. ~fechanics too, of every occu- position in the highway a little be

pation, were kept constantly busy to low. The Oaptain, elated with his 

supply the wants of the farming success in routing the boys, after 

classes, then more than twice as drilling his company a short time, 

numerous as now. This was the marched them back into the high

most progressive and prosperous way, formed them into platoons 

days of the town; from 1815 to 1835. with fixed bayonets, for the purpose 

As early as 1838, the trade and busi- Of marching them down the road 

ness of this long cherished centre directly over the boys' new quarters. 

began to decline. Jacksonville be- But this time they were determined 

gan to be a place of some impor- to resist such unwarrantable en

tance, and drew quite a share of the croachments of their rights. And 
 ".
business from this common centre. as the Captain approached with his 

About that time, Cyrus. and Mat- platoons covering the entire width 

uren Ballou conceived the. idea of of the highway, Jonas Brown, a tall, 

starting a store to be called tlie bony, athletic fellow (but having a 

"Farmer's Interest Co." of which bad impediment of speech,) stationed 

we shall give a more definite account himself in the center of the high

hereafter. way, ball club in hand, with his 


In former times, when this hill comrades on his left, and as the 
was the common centre of attrac- platoons approached, straightened 
tion, on every public day the himself up at full length, stamping 1 

. village would be thronged with his foot upon the ground, as if to f 
people from every section of the give force to his order, exclaimed I
town,-for the double purpose of "Hall" hall" half the road /" 

conferring with each other upon The Captain, paying ri~ attention 

social and business matters, and to his order, marched his men with 

having a good time generally. Not: their bayonets covering the whole 
 """'\the least enjoyable of these holiday' road, intending to scare the boys of!'; 

gatherings for all classes, old and but when they came within reach, 

young alike, was "Ju,ne Training they unceremoni011sly knocked the 

Day," when almost the entire town bayonets right and left with their ball 

would assemble; the young men for clubs, and some of the soldiers were 
I' 

a jolly game of ball, and other, seen gathering themselves up from 

athletic sports common in those the ground amid the shouts and 

days, and the old men to relate the cheers of the crowd. The Captain, 

news of the day, and enjoy a social, seeing the determination of the 

chat over their glass of toddy and:1 boys, and by the shouts and cheers 

lemon punch, of which at that time of lookers on, finding their sympa

it was no dishonor to partake. thies were with them, retreated in 
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disorder. Chagrined at the defeat 
of his military prowf'ss in routing 
the boys, he dispatched an orderly 
to the office of the local laywer, 
John E. Butler, with his complaint, 
and for a warrant to arrest the ball 
players, for breach of peace, assault 
and battery, etc. But he was still 
more stumped, when his messenger 
returned with the opinion of the 
lawyer, that in view of the circum
stances, he was the aggressor-that 
the boys had equally as good right 
to the public common, or highway, 
with their ball clubs, as he had with 
his bayonet~. And finally the 
Captain, with his men, peaceably 
withdrew to another place to drill, 
a wiser, if not a better man. 

CHURCH HISTORY. 

Although the Methodist church 
organization has never been the 
leading religious denomination in 
the town of Whitingham, since the 
Baptist chl1l'ch was formed, in 1808, 
it undoubtedly held precedence of 
any other religious organization. 

From the published proceedings 
of the Vermont Methodist State 
Convention, held at Montpelier, 
September 20th and 21st, 1870, and 
the historical statistics therein re
corded, we find that the Whiting
ham Circuit was one of the three 
first formed in the State. 

We give here the names of the 
Methodist ministers that have 
preached in Whitingham, under 
the direction of the Methodist Epis
copal Annual Conference: In 1799, 
Peter Vannest; in 1800, Michael 
Coats, Joseph Michell; . in 1801, 
Daniel Bromley; in 1802, Elijah 
Ward, Asa Kent; in 1803, Phineas 
Peck, Caleb Dustin; in 1804, John 
Tinkham; in 1805, Ebenezer Fair
banks, David Goodhue; in 1806, 
Laban Clark; in 1807, Andrew 
McKain, Major Curtis; in 1808, 
Reuben Harris, Cyprain H. Gridley; 
in 1809, and 1810, Samuel Cochran; 
in 1811, Reuben Harris, Cyrus 
Culver; in 1812, Cyrus Culver, John 
Reynolds; in 1813, Andrew McKain, 
Stephen Richmond; in 1814, Gil

bert Lyon, DanielBreyton; in 1815, 
David J. Wright, Phineas Dean; in 
1816, Samuel Eighmey, Sherman 
Minor. The minutes and records 
show no preacher sent to Whiting
ham, by the Methodist Annual Con
ference, from 18] 5 to 184;;. 

The Rev. Asa Kent, who was sent 
here in 1802, relates an incident, in 
one of their meetings in Whitingham, 
as given in the record of the Ver
mont Methodist State Convention at 
Montpelier, in September, 1870. 
Jn the early history of the Methodist 
denomination in Whitingham, Rev. 
Mr. Kent is quoted as saying: "One 
important office at that day, was the 
'rithingman, who, armed with a 
long rod, at once weapon and staff 
of office, presided over the Sabbath 
congregation, with full power 
to remind unwary hearers by a 
thrust from his wand, of any undue 
disposition to sleep, or other indis
cretion. " 

In 1843, the Whitingham Circuit 
was revived, and the Annual Con
ference took measures to supply the 
people with preaching. 'I'he Rev. 
John L. Smith was assigned the pas
torate for that year. The records 
shows no preacher sent to this town, 
from that time, till 1849, when the 
Rev. Mr. Smith was again sent 
here, and preached in 1849 and ~850. 
In 1852, John Tylor; in 1858, Moses 
Spencer; in 1859, Michael R. Chase; 
in 1860 and 1861, Zenas Kingsbury; 
in 1865 and 1866, John S. Little; 
from 1867 to 1872, Hubbard J£ast
man; in 1873, J. H. Gaylord; in 
1874, E. H. Bartlett; in 1875, Hub
bard Eastman; in 1877, 78 and 79, 
R. B. Fay; in 1880, F. T. Lovett; in 
1881 and 1882, J. Hamilton. 

The Methodists have never since 
the organization of the Baptist 
church, in 1808, been the leading 
religious denomination in the town 
of Whitingham. Although they 
have ostel)sibly built two churches, 
one at the village of Sadawga, in 
1861, and one at Jacksonville, both 
were built mostly by subscriptions 
from the local inhabitants, outside 
the Methodist church or society. 
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FORMATION O~' THE BAPTIST rl'arbeH, Katharine Eames, I.ois 

CHU RCH. Brown, Esther Eames, Dorcas Sahin 


The Baptist was the first pel'ma- Olive Eames? E~ther Eames,2d. ' 
nent church organization establish- At a meetmg m September of that 
'cd in this town. It was organized :re~r, the church being desirous to 
in 1808, and its records have been Jom the association then called the 
very well kept to the present time. "J~eyden AS80ciation," requested 
We give an account of its formation theIr Pastor, Rev. ,Mr. Spaulding, to 
as shown by the records. d.raft a letter to the association set

"At Whitingham, Sept. 8, 1808, tmg forth their request. They also 
a number of the Baptist brethren voted to call. a council to ordain Rev. 
met according to previous apPoint-I Mr. Spauldmgj he remained two 
ment, opened our meeting by prayer years.
then proceeded to consider the du~ ~or the next four or five years 
ties we owe to each other and of thIS church had 110 settled minister 
the local distance of sister churches. but was su~plied with preaching 
After these serious considerations most of the time, by different minis
~e mu tually agreed to form ourselve~ te:s from Coleraine, Heath, Wil

H:=tlifaxlllto a chu~'ch, if thought expedient mmgto~ and . In 1816, 
by councd; proceeded to choose Rev. Lmus Austm, came here and 
Walter Eames to serve as Clerk and commenced preaching on the 12th 
agreed to send to four B~ptist d~y of. December, it was decided to 
'(lhurches to assist in imbodying said gIve hIm a call, and he became pas
~hurch, viz.: First Guilford First tor of the chnrch. 
Coleraine, Heath and HalifaX: At a churc~ meeting January 23, 

These brethren, after dne consul- 1~19, a unammous vote of satisfac
tation, finally fixed the 18th day of tIOn with the labors of Elder Austin 
Octob~l' next as the time to call the was passed, an~ the ssme meeting 

~, 

counCIl for the purpose indicated voted to pay hIm one huntlred dol
and adjourned their meeting to that lars yearly, for his labors. The 
date. And on the 18th day of Oc- ch~rch continue~. to gain in num
tober, 1808, the council met at the bers, by the untll'lng labors of their 
meeting-house in Whitingham Cen- past~r, and the more active members 
tre, according to the previous request of hIS charge.
of these brethren, consisting of- the In 1824, the church contained 61 
four churches above named, by their members, 28 brothers and 33 sisters. 
Pastors and delegates, and after At a meeting O.ctober 7, 1824, tho j
solemn prayer to God for direction, re~ord~ show a WIthdrawal of fellow
pr~ceeded to examine the articles of, slup WIth. Samuel Tyler, and during 
falth and covenant presented by the' th.e prevIOUS year three Fere .dis ,'I 
brethren present, and voted to ac
cept them. The brethren and sis
ters that assented to them and sub
-scribed their names, were ~s follows: 

BROTHERS. 

Josiah Brown, William Franklin, 
,Joseph Olden, James Warren, 
Joseph Stone, Walter Eames,Jonas 
Brown, James Carpenter, Joseph 
Brown, Joel B. Eames, 

SISTERS.. 

Milicent Brown, Sarah Franklin, 
I,eah Olden, Susanna Howe, Lucy 

mIssed from the church, two died, 
and two were added, leaving the 
whole number at that date, 60. The 
m;xt annual, rep(.rt shows one dis-_
mIssed, leavmg 59. ~ 

.In January 1826, Elder Paul 
Hmes, and his wife Sallv Hines 
were taken into the church'by lette; 
from the Chesterfield Church and 
in March following, he was employ
ed to preach three-fourths of the J 
Sabbaths, Rev. Linus Austin having 
resigned his pastorate. Rev. Paul 
Hines continued his labors as Minis
ter during that year. 

On the 4t.h day of Dec. 1827, 

l 
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Rev. Amherst Lamb, and his wife, tion to the Baptist church at Shel
were received by letter from the burne Falls, Mass. Henry Dodds 
church of Guilford. He was scion and family also had letters of dis~ 
after installed as Pastor of the Bap- missal and recommendation given at 
tist Ohurch in Whitingham, where the same time. 
he remained a long time, and per- April 3, 1866, Rev. P. T. Briggs 
forllied. the greatest part of his was next pastor. 
cleficallabors. At a communion service, Jan. 5, 

In 1833, the Bartistmeeting 1878, the church extended the hand 
house in the centre village on the of full fellowship to Deacon Aldis 
hill was built, with but little funds Brown, from whom such fellowship 
from outside the church. We find had been withheld for some time. 
no record of the time it was dedi- June 1, 1870, Rev. S. P. Bennett 
cated, but it was in the fall, or early was ordained by counciL He and 
winter of that year.. Rev. E. D. Wilcox supplied the 

June 1, 1839, Foster Hartwell was church with preaching till June, 
accepted as pastor. 1872, when Rev. W. D. Hall from 

May 11, 1845, Rev. Amherst '\ Springfield, Vt., commenced his 
Lamb came back from Oharlemont, labors with the 'church as pastor, 
and again labored with the church. ,He was ordained June 12, 1873, and 
li'or the next ten years there were i continued to preach till Oct. 25, 
no very notable changes in the con- i 1874, at which time n<l' closed his 
dition and progress of this church; jlabors with the church. The church 
it still continued to be the leading next employed the Rev. Mr. W 008

church in town. tel' as a supply, and he occupied 
In October, 1857, Rev. Erastus the desk from Feb. 1, till March 'I, 

A. Briggs came from Hinsdale, N. 1875.
t n., preached to the church till Jan- June 20, 1875, Rev. J. G. Bennett 

uary, 1858, when he was ordained" was employed, and commenced his 

and 'became pastor of th.. church, I labors with the church. In Octo

with which he faithfully labored till ber, 1876, Rev. Mr. Bennett re

his death, June 4, 1861. He was a 
sincere and beloved pastor. 

Rev. Thomas Wrinkle came to 
this church, was called by the 
brethren Sept. 9, 1861, from the 
Baptist church in Colebrook, Conn., 
and was installed as pastor of this 
church. He officiated as pastor of 
the church till he was mustered into 
the army, Jan. 5, 1864. He served 
in the army about a year and a half, 
when he got a discharge and came 
home. And on the 31st of March, 
1865, letters of dismissal were grant
ed by the church to him and his 
family, and a letter of recommenda
tion as minister of the Gospel was 
15iven to him to the Baptist church 
III Bernardston, or any other church 
of the same faith and order. And 
in June of the same year, letters of 
dismissal were given to James War
ren' and Linus A. Warren, and 
their wives Philena and Sophrona 
Warren, and letters of recommend a-

signed. Rev. E. D. Wilcox then 
came as a supply, and he and Rev. 
Jacob Davis supplied till the last of 
March, 1877. 

The Rev. L. Tandy was their next 
minister. Be came April, 1877, 
and commenced his labor as pastor 
May 13. 1877. He closed his labors 
as pastor May 4, 1879. Rev.Origen 
Smith was called June I? 1879, and 
labored with them to the time of his 
death, Dec. 21, 1884. 

Since the death of Rev. Origen 
Smith, the Rev. Mr. Colesworth has 
been the pastor. 

UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY. 

We find no record of any society 
or organization of Universalists in 
Whitingham till Jan. 1, 1817. 

On the 15th day of March, 1817, 
a meeting was held to see if they 
would employ Rev. Hosea Ballou to 
preach the Gospel, any part of the 
ensuing year. 
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building the meeting-house. On 
Sept. 6, 1817, at which time it was 

The meeting was then adjourned to 
the 28th of December, 1856, Rev. 

"'Voted to request the General Oon H. F. Ballou tendered his resigna
vention to receive this society into tion. It was accepted, and he spent 
the fellowship of said convention, the rest of his life, in Wilmington. 
and Messrs. Waste and Whitney be Rev . Jeremiah Gifford preached 
a committee to prepare a request." one-half the time after April 1st, 

From this time forward, for the 1857, tilll\:larch, 1862. 
next fifteen years, this society kept N. O. Hodgden commenced his 
up its orgamzation ; annually elect labors as pastor, June, 1862, preached 
ing its proper officers and supported three years; since that time there 
preaching more or less each year. has been no settled minister, but 
And aftor Rev. Hosea F. Ballou Rev. Jeremiah Gifford has preached 
came to this town in 1833, he was to the society most of the time. 
the regular minister of the Univer The Universalist society has been 
salist denomination while he lived in the leading religions organization 
town. in the village of Jacksonville, 

At an adjourned meeting holden ever since its fromation in 1849. 
January 28, 1850, it was voted to Present Pastor, E. W. Pierce. 
build a meeting-house. According
ly they chose a building committee FREE-WILL BAPTISTS. 

of three to contract for and super- In 1830, 9. meeting of a number 
intend the building of said honse. of the inhabitants of the northeast 
James Roberts, David Jillson, and part of the town 'was held, and they 
Leonard Brown were chosen for said formed themselve.s into 9. church by 
commi ttee. the name of the' , Free-Will Baptist 

The house was built in the sum- Ohurch." 
mer of 1850, and on its completion In the summer of 1831, a meetin~
and acceptance by said committee,. house was built, and public worshIp 
the pews, were mostly sold, and the·1 was held therein for the next ten 
avails applied to. cancel the debt. It years The minister~ that preac:hed 
was dedIcated III the early part of' III that church durmg that tIme, 
the winter of 1850 and '51, and Rev. were Rev. Daniel Leonard, Oalvin 
Hosea F. Ballou was employed to Buckland, Jacob Oouliard, Russell 
preach one-half the time for the. Barrett, and Peter S. Gates. Oalvin 
next four or five years. I Buckland, and Peter S. Gates were 

On the 13th day of May, 1851, at a for a long time residents of Whit
special meeting of the society, an ingham, but they afterward removed 
arrangement was made with Parley to Halifax, where they died. 
Starr, David Jillson, and Martin This church and soeiety have been 
Brown, to take the-unsold pews, and annihilated, their house of worship 
for that consideration to discharge demolished, and not a vestige is left 
all indebtedness of the society for to mark the place where it stood. 

"-. 
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JACKSONVILLE. 

JACKSONVILLE. ed by Col. Isaac Martin. Obed Fos-
This village, now the most im- tel' lived on a place later known as 

portarit business centre in the town the" Burn's place," the house stand
of Whitingham, is situated in the. ing a li,ttle back from Dell.. L. A. 
northeastern part of the town, on 1· Warren s barn. And a man by the 
the banks of North River. It is a name of Brown, lived near where 
narrow gorge between the abruptly. Albert C. Stetson's house now 
rising hills on the east, aTid the more· stands. 
gradual slopes from the centre ridge People s~ttled here for a per
on thc west. The fall of the l'i ver is manent reSIdence, as fast as houses 
rapid in this locality, and·· affords could be built or tenements procured. 
m~ny good sights for. water power It gained so rapidly fOJ: two or three 
mIlls, and manufacturlllg establish- y~ars, that some wag III the centre 
ments. It ~s a t~riving village. of vdl(~ge of the tow,~ gave it the name 
about 760 lllhabitants. Contallls of New Boston. 
two churches, an excellent school- Laban J. Childs from Wilming
house, with two school-rooms, and a ton, came here a?out 1838, and kept 
large village hall for pu blic purposes, a grocery store III connection with 
lectures, concerts, exhibitions at Charles Foster, near the site of the 
agricultnral fairs, town meetings drug store. Mr. Childs soon built a 
etc., etc. There are two stores, on~ ne'Y store and ~welling house. Mr. 
hotel, two saw-mills, one grist-mill, Ch~lds and ~lS brother Adin T. 
sash and door shop, carriage shop,' Chll~s, went Illto trade on an ex
two blacksmith shops, an establish- tenslve scale. 
ment for manufacturing apple jelly, Abo~t 1838, Capt. ~Jlias Stone 
three shops for manufacturing but- went I~to company wIth Willard 
tel' boxes and tubs, besides a tin shop Fos~r, III the luu;ber and turning 
and several other industries in the I?usmess.. They dId a large business 
line of manufacturing different kinds III that hne. for several years, that 
of goods. . added matcl'lally to the growing im

, portance of the placc. But Parley 
FIRST SETTLEMENTS. 

The earliest trace we can get of 
any settlement in this place, was 
about 1808. There wcre then three 
families living in this vicinity: a 
Mr. Patrick Peebles, living on, or 
near the place where Josiah French 
now lives, ran a grist-mill then own-

Starr and !fartin Brown werc at 
that time the two central figures in 
business. 

This village had become of ac
knowledged importance as a busi
ness ccntre in the town of Whiting
ham, as early as 1841 and gained 
very rapidly for the next dccade. 
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David Jillson, Jr., long a noted 
citizen of Whitingham, left his old 
farm on the" Streeter hill" in the 
spring of 1846, and came to this vil
lage and bought the place that Dr. 
Wilcox had bought and began to 
build a house upon the fall before 
his death. He was a prominen t and 
worthy citizen, a man of ample 
means, a leading citizen in town 
affairs and represented the town in 
the General Assembly. 

In 1850, Amos A. Brown and his 
father, Amos Brown, left the old 
farm that the old gentleman had 
lived on for nearly half a centurv, 
came to this village, built a hous-;;, 
and made this their residence the 
remainder of their lives. Amos A. 
was for a long time deputy sheriff. 
He was a man of keen sensibilities, 
but took affectionate care of his 
father and mother in their old age, 
careful to provide for all their 
wants. His health failed when he 
was in the prime of life; hs died 
the 2d day of Januarv, 1869, aged 
52. His father and • mother both 
Iived to old age. 

Norris L. Stetson, so long known 
as a merchant iu Jacksonville, was 
!l' native of Wilmington, came here 
m 1850. In 1867, 'he built the new 

Stickney, where he carried on the 
clothing business in connection with 
his general merchandise. He was 
an active, persevering business man, 
and after he left the store was dep
uty sheriff, and one of the select
men of the town for several years. 
He went from this town to Proctors
ville, in the county of Windsor, 
bought a store and went into trade 
there a few years, but left there and 
went to Winchester, N. II., where 
he now is. 

Iu 1867, Parley Starr built the 
store where .M. W. Stickney lately 
traded. 

The business of E. J. Corkins and 
the Holbrooks is of no small im
portance to this place; although 
they do not live in the immediate 
village, their business affairs all cen
tre here, and their freighting and 
trade is all done here. And they 
are really a part of the inhabitants 
of Jacksonville. 

Parley Starr has done more for 
this village, by way of donations or 
voluntary contributions, than any 
other, and perhaps more than all 
other men living. 

. The businss intere~ts of J a~kson
villc at the present tIme conSIsts of 

store that he now occupies. In three stores, and one hotel; E. E. 
1870, Wells P. Jones, a native of 
Putnam's saw-mill and box factory; 

Dover, came to this village and 
Porter's grist and saw-mill, in con

went into partnership with him, 
 nection with their box business; 

and the business was carried on by 
Stetson Brothers' saw-mill and box 

Stetsou & Jones for 13 years. N.·L. 
 shop, cider-mill and apple jelly 

Stetson has been the leading mer works~ the sash, door, and under

chan~ in .Ta()~sonvi1le, .and a leading 
taker's . shop of Leonard Br?wn, 

and mfiuential man In social', and 
blacksmIth, harness, and carnage

b~siness circles; not only in this ~akers' shops in th.e immedia:te 
VIllage, but throughout the entire 
VIllage, lind the saw-nnll and 0halr

town as well. Has been postmaster 
stock shop of E. J. Corkins a mile 

in Jacksonville for 20 years past· 
below, make Jacksonville one of the 

was town treasurer and trustee of most productive villages of its size, 
the public school fund for many in southern Vermont. 
years, and represented the town in 

ii~;eneral Assembly in 1867 and I POST OFFICES AND POSTMASTERS. 


E. L. Roberts, a native of Whit The following is a list of the 
ingham, established a store in the postmasters, with the date of their 
upper part of the village, opposite appointment, in each of the post
the store lately occupied by 1\'1. W. offices in the town of Whitingham: 
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WHITINGHAM. appear in the early records as prom-
Names of P. M. Date of Appointment. inent men in the public affairs of 
Adin Thayer __ . October 26, 1816 the town. They came from Hamp
Lenus Austin._... . .August 31, 182G den County, Mass.; their father, 
Royal Houghton... .. _.May 25,1826 Roberts Green settled in that coun
Elliot Brown_._ .. _. -. March 13,1827 ty in 1743. lIe married Sarah Rog-
Horace Roberts._ ....August 8,1829 0 h'" h
John E Butler .... _.. _ January 3, 1838 ers, ct. 11 t , 1,44 ; pure ased a 
Nathan L. Butler_ .February 16,1843 tract of land and established a horne 
Reuben Winn. ______ ._ .. __ May 28,1850 in the western part of the town of 
Henry Go~now ---.._.August 27,1853 I Wales' and the present line between 
Thomas Wrmkle .. _. January 7, 1862 W 'd M
Newell B. Hall. ___ __December 3, 1863 aIeSo,. an unson runs through 
Nehemiah Sprague __ ...October 26,1864 the old farm where he first settled. 
Joel Wilcox. ~_. _____ ._.March 20,1867 Nathan and Amos were born in 
Russell A. Stafford.. __ ._ .. __ May 6,1869 Wales; Nathan, the 28th day of 
HenryS. ~odnow- ..... --.June7.1870 March, 1756, but the records of the 
Reuben Wmn_. ---.-- ....June 11\,1874Discontinued_. __ . __ .______Feb. 20, 1882 

POINT PLEASANT. 

Saxton Plumb ____________Aprill0, 1826 

James Roberts .. ____ ..Novem,ber 19,1831

Changed to JacksonvIlle ___ Nov. 4,1834 


JACKSONVILLE. 

Saxton Plum. __ .. ___ November 4,1834 
David D. Wilcox __ .. ____ March 14,1839 
La~an J. ?~ilds ________ January 24, 184~ 
Adm T .. ChIlds ._._._ .....July 29, 1840 
P. H. Sumner .. _.. __ .. _.June21,1847
Norris L. Stetson_. __ ...October 22, 1851 
Martin Brown ...... __ ._ .. June 27,1854 
George D. Foster __ .. _.January 15,1856 
Ira Stafford __ ..... A.ugu~t20, 1856 
PauIH.Cudworth_ ...... __ A.pnl15,1857
Edward L. Roberts.... February 23,1860 
Norris L. Stetson. _____ Februray 20,1865 
Albert C. Stetson___ ._. _October 25, 1867 
Norris L. Stetson .. ______l\farch 28,1870 
Herbert G. Porter ___ .December 21,1885 

SADAWGA. 

George W. Chase .. _.December 31,1861 
Eli T. Green .July 26, 1865 
Chas. T. Murdock .. _.November 30,1865 
Samuel B. Pike._.. .March 26,1866 
Cvrus Temple .--- _..March 25, 1868Hosea W. Brigham....December 9,1872 
H. C. 1Yfillington ......December 16, 1878 
Ch'd to Whitingham. February 23, 1882 

WHITTINGHAM. 

*George S. Goodnow..February 23, 1882 
*Was not commissioned. 

Homtio N. Hix. . . March 31,1882 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES OF Ifiel~ an entire wilderness, and were 

IMPOR'fANT }i'Al\IILIES. 

GREEN FAMIl,Y. 

Nathan and Amos Green were 
amongst the earliest settlers of the 
town of Whitingham. Their names 

t f WId t h h d own 0 a es 0 no s ow t e ate 
of the birth of Amos. He was 
younger than Nathan, married )Iary 
Nelson, and removed to Whiting-
ham, Vt., when the town was almost 

b k f t d 1an un ro en ores , procure a arge 
tract of land about the centre of the 
town; and later he deeded to the 
town, the ten acres of land caUed 
"The Common/' for public pur
poses' and also a lot for the burving 

. 'd th f th t '11" 
gr~)Un , nor 0 • e cen re VI age. 
HIS name appears III the first Grand 
List that the records show taken in 
town 1781; he was chosen Town 
C1 kth d f th t ' 

er. e sec~n year 0 e own s 
organIzed eXlsta,?ce, and constantly 
held some of the Important offices in 
town while he remained in whiting-
ham; about fifteen years. He had 
four children by his first wife, all 

Tb?rn in Whitingham, where she 
dIed. He then returned to Wales, 
and married two other wives. 

Nathan Green, the commOn ances
t fth G f '1' . Wh't' or 0 e !een amI lea I!1 I mg
ham, marned Sarah ShIelds, May
10th, 1780, and immediately remov
ed from his native town to Whit
ingham, Vt. He, with his wife, 
were amongst the pioneer settlers of 
this new township; they carne when 
it was nearlv all the way from Green

obhged to travel on foot or horse
back. 

His family consisted of eleven 
children, five sons and six daugh
ters, all born on the farm where he 
first settled. Most of them settled 
and spent the principal part of their 
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lives in their n~tive town. Their Clarissa Green, b. Dec. 18, 1833; 
names and the date of their births m. D. B. Flint, Jan. 12, 1853. 
were as follows: Rhoda· Green, m. David Hosley, 

Hannah Green, born January 31, Jr., Dec. 4, 1805; she d. July 26, 
1781, married Lincoln Hall, went to 1806. David Hosley, Jr., then m. 
Pennsylvania. Lydia Green, April 14, 1807. They 

Alfred Green, born November 11, had a family of eight children, four 
1783, married Ciarissa Smith of Hal- sons and four daughters. 
ifax, Vermont. Susan Hosley, b. April 8, 1809; 

Rhoda Green, b. July 12,1785; m. Horace Allard, April 3, 1841. 
Lydia Green, b. April 17, 1787 ; Pol- Alexis C. Hosley, b. Oct. 13,1810; 
ly Green, b. June 21, 1789; Anna m. Eliza Robertson, Feb. :a, 1834. 
Green, b. October 21, 1791 ; Nathan Alonzo D. Hosley, b. Mar. 13, 
Green, Jr. b. December 3, 1793; 1813; d. July 26, 1815. 
Twins. b. March 17, 1795; Daniel Rhoda Hosley, b. Oct. 16, 1814; 
Green, b. December 18, 1796; Sally d. 1872. 
Green, b. March 3,1799. Fernando C. Hosley, b. June 4, 

Nathan Green, died at his home 1816; d. 1863. 
Sunday, March 6, 1838. Joel G. Hosley, b. Oct. 13,1820; 

Sarah (Shields) Green, died May, d. Jan. 1, 1837. 
-1843. Matilda Hosley, b. Sept. 2, 1824; 

Hannah Green married Lincoln d. March 7, 1846. 
Hall. left Whitingham and went Calista Hosley, b. June 25, 1830; 
to Pennsylvania. d. 1860. 

Alfred Green, bought lands off the David Hosley, Jr., lived iu Whit-
southwest part of his father's01;iginal ingham till about 1837, 'fhen he 
pUl'chase, and established a horAe, went to Charlemont, Mass. and d. 
where he and his wife spent their Nov. 13, 1847; Lydia (Green) Hos
long and useful lives, and where they ley, d. Dec. 3, 1864. 
both died. He was one of the most Anna Green, b. Aug. 21, 1791, m. 
notable men of Whitingham; d. July Abner Kingsbury in 1811. 
19, 1873. His wife d. June 21, Children: Lucetta, b. April 13, 
1868. 1813; George, b. Feb. 9, 1815. 

Their family consisted of four Hannah, b. Dec. 14, 1818; d. Aug. 
sons, and three daughters, viz: Eli 20, 1854. 
Green, b. Oct. 9, 1812, m. Elvira Nathan Green, b. March 20,1820; 
Dix of Whitingham, ,Ian. 5, 1835. d. in Illinois. 
Alfred Green, Jr.,b. Aug. 7,1814, m. Uriah, b. May 2,1822. 
first, Gratia Carley of Whitingham, Elliott, b. Feb. 18, 1824. 
Aug. 27, 1837. She d. July 14, Abner Kingsbury, d. in Illinois. 
1843. He m. for a second wife, Anna (Green) Kingsbury, d. June 
Mrs. Clarinda Murdock, Jan. 16, 10, 1847. 
1844. Nathan Green, Jr., b. Dec. 3, 

Reuben Green, b. Feb. 18, 1817; 1793' m. Lydia Lesure June 20 
m. first Lydia Waste of Whitingham, 1816: " 
Oct. 30,1842. , Children: Jane Green, b. Dec. 

Polly Green, b. Feb. 2, 181~~ m. 31, 1821; m. John P. Dix of Whit
first, Jonathan ?arleyof WhltIng- ingham, April 14, 1839. 
ham, Sept. 5, 1837; she m. second L' G b J
Luther Gale mus reen, . une 9, 1825; m. 

Asa Gree~, b. Oct. 6, 1821; m. Martha Raymond, 1<'eb. 3, 1863. 
Juliana Wheeler of Whitingham, George Green, b. March 27, 1827; 
April 19, 1849. m. Mary P. Bower, Jan. 25, 1854. 

Miranda Green, b. Nov. 11, 1824; Susan Green, b. March 22, 1829' 
m. S. D. Faulkner of WhItingham, m. Bradford L. Bowen, Jan. 23: 
Nov. 11,1845. 1853. 
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Jane (Mrs. Dix) settled in this Harriet Azubah, b. June 6, 1845; 
town, d. at her home April 12, 1860. d. Dec. 29, 1847. 

Nathan Green, Jr., d. ·Nov. 30, :Mary Ellen, b. Feb. 4, 1847; d. 
1837. April 11, 1848. 

Lydia (Lesure) Green, d. Feb. 24, Frank Ashton, b. Jan. 15, 1849 ; 
1863. lives in St. Joseph, Mo. 

Daniel Green, b. Dec. 18, 1796; Alfred Green, Jr., lived in Jack-
m. Mary Parker, Jan. 13, 1820. t)et- sonville till 1853 ; d. Aug. 18, 1864, 

tIed on the farm known as "The at the age of 50. 

Elder Ballou place," 1834; removed His children born in Whitingham, 

in Sept. to Brownhelm, Lorain were: 

Oouuty, Ohio. Sally Luana, b. Oct. 29, 1838 ; d. 


Ohildren: Mary Ann, b. March July 22, 1864. 
4, 1821, d. in Brownhelm, Sept. 29, 
1835. 

Freeman, b. April 26, 1822; m. 
Luoy M. Bristle, May 2, 1843. 

Sophrona, b. April 3, 1828, m. 
Horace Peasley, April 3, 1848. 

Alfred D., b. Sept. 25, 1829, d. 
Aug. 24, 1831. 

Fannie S., b. May 29, 1831, d. 
May 2, 1832. 

Daniel Green, d. in Ohio, Oct. 9, 
1849 

Mary (Parker) Green, d. in Ohio. 
Sally Green, b. March 3, 1799, m. 

Enoch R. Bowen, Nov. 14, 1819. 
They spent most of their lives in 
Whi tingham. Children: 

Alfred, b. Oct. 14, 1820. 
Datdana, b. April 30, 1822. 
Diantha L., b. Feb. 8, 1824. 
Diana,b. Jan. 24, 1826; d. Nov. 

1826. 
S. Diana, b. March 16, 1827. 
Mercy L., b. April 14, 1830, m. 

Warner Streeter; d. July 1, 1867. 
George H., b. July 25, 1832; d. 

Maroh 19, 1834. 
Henry A., b. May 15, 1835. 
"linnie, b. June 4, 1840. 
Mr. Bowen went to Shelburne 

Falls, lfass., lYhere he and his wife 
both died. 

Enoch R. Bowen, d. Oct. 28, 1878. 
Sally (Green) Bowen, d. Jan. 20,. 

1870. 
Eli Green, children: 
Elvira Melissa, b. Aug. 13, 1838; 

m. 	George W. Ohase, April 30, 1859. 
Eli Theophilus, b. April 13, 1840; 

m. lfary E. Blanchard, Dec. 25, 
1864. 

Merritt Sanford, b. June 18,1841 ; 
d. May 30, 1860. 

Gratia M., b. June 24, 1843, d. 
Aug. 23, 1843. 

Mrs. Gratia (Oarley) Green, d. 
July 14, 1843. 

Alfred Green, Jr., for a 2d wife, 
m. Mrs. Clarinda Murdock, Jan. 16, 
1844. '1'heir ch. b. in Whit!ngham, 
were: 

Benjamin E, b. July 7, 1846; d. 
Jan. 15, 1848. 

Ellery B., b. Feb. 11, 1848; d. 
Oct. 14, 1850. 

Forrest Denrel, b. May 1, 1852. 
Eli Gilmore, b. July 16, ]854. 
Mrs. Clarinda (Murdock) Green, 

still lives in Massachusetts. 
Dr. Reuben Green of Boston, to 

whom we are ohiefly indebted for the 
data from which we ~ive this sketch 
of the Green family, IS the third Bon 
of Alfred Green, Sr. At the age of 
23, he left his native town and spent 
three or four years in travel and 
study, after which he went to Bos~ 
ton, where he has been engaged in 
the practioe of his profession for 
more than 30 years. 

Ohildren : 

Charles Reul)en, b. Aug. 5, 1843; 


m. Oaroline E. Wayler, Nov. 17, 
1876; lives in St. Louis, Mo. 

Jareb Alonzo, b. Nov. 5, 1845; m. 
Lucretia B. Drew, Oct. 4, 1867; 
lives in St. Louis, Mo. 

William A., b. Aug. 10, 1849; d. 
Nov. 25, 1850. 

Emma 0., b. Feb. 24, 1852; d. 
Feb. 3, 1853. 

Frank Eugene, b. July 30, 1854; 
Newton Reuben, b. Nov. 8, 1842;. m. Mary A. Green, Nov. 8, 1876; 

m. Emma R. Hull, June 4, 1865. i lives in Boston. 
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Ella :Mary, b. Nov. 16, 1856; m. Emma 1\1., b. Oct. 19. 1854; m. 
Albert J. Marston, June 8,1877; Henry H. Holbrook, May 4, 1873. 
lives in Leominster, Me. 

Flora Estelle, b. June 4; 1859. 
Robert A., b. April 30, 1861. 
I~ydia (Waste) Green, d. June 14, 

1868.' 
Dr. Reuben Green m. for a second 

Emma (Faulkner) Holbrook, d. 
Dec. 17, 1882. 

Clarissa Green, m. David B. Flint, 
Jan. 
Mass. 

12, 1853; went to Orange, 

We shall not attempt a further 
wife, Mrs. Rebecca !J. Tilton, July detail of the fourth and fifth gener
6, 1869. ation of the descendats of the Green 

Asa Green. youngest son of Alfred family in Whitingham, as they 
Green, settled in his native town. nearly all left the town at an early 

Children: age. Some of the children of SaUy 
Nathan A., b. April 4,1850; m. (Green) Bowen, however, spent most 

Ella J. Jewell, Oct. 2, 1876. of their lives in this town. Alfred 
Mary J., b. Dec. 20, 1851; m. Bowen was for many years a prom

Schuyler Murdock, lives in Whit- inent business man in Whitingham. 
ingham. 

Alfred C., b. Sept. 20, 1853; d. 
July 31, 1873. 

AlonzoW., b.. Oct. 9, 1855; m' 
Cora A. Lynde, Nov. 12, 1878; d. 
Sept. 11, 1880. 

Alice C., b. Oct. 3,1857; m. Nor
man F. Tainter, April 13, 1878; 
lives on the Asa Green homestead. 

Asa Green died at his home, Oct. 
1, 1866. 

pony Green m. Junathan Carley, 
1837. Ohildren: 

Alfred, b. Dec. 13, 1838; d. March 
24,1840. 

Rufus W., b. July 26,1840. 
Hattie Aurora, b. }1'eb. 28, 1842. 
Alfred G., b. Jan. 14, 1847. 
Herbert H., b. Feb. 18, 1850; m. 

Callie S. Bolles, May 3~, 1874. 
Clara Amanda, b Dec. 4. 1853; 

m. Daniel Shepardson, Nov. 28, 
1872. 

Eli Winthrop, b. May 24, 1857. 
Jonathan Carley, d. Jan. 17,1857. 

His widow, Polly (Green) Carley, 
aftewards married IJuther Gale, 
May 25, 1862. Mr. Gale d. Oct. 27, 
1877. 

Miranda Green, m. Shepard D. 
Faulkner, Nov. 11, 1845. He accu
mulated a large property and was 
one of the wealthiest farmers that 
ever lived in Whitingham. 

William A., b. Sept. 14, 1814; m. 
Alice Starr, Sept. 21, 1877, is now 
cashier of the People's National 
Bank at Brattleboro. 

d. Dec. 18, 1877, age 57. 
Henry A. Bowen lives at Shel

burne Falls. 

l BROwN FAMILY. 

'rhere is no family name that fills 
a more conspicuous place in the 
town's history for the first half of 
the current century, than that of 
Brown. Not that anything peculiar 
marked their course of life, or that 
they were the most active leaders of 
tllat age, but they were men of stern 
integrity, industrious and enterpris
ing farmers, and wielded an influ
ence both in the church and in bus
iness matters in the town, more sal
utary in effect, than any other one 
family ever did. The nve brothers 
and one sister (wbose husband's name 
was Brown), that settled in Whit
ingham, were from a family of 12 
children, nine brothers and three 
sisters, all natives of New Ipswich, 
N. H. 'l'heir paternal ancestor, 
Josiah Brown, was a direct descend
ant of the sturdv stock of English 
yeomanry, and he and his children 
inherited the persevering energy of 
our Pilgrim Fathers. He was a 
man of marked ability and influence 
in the town where he lived-a true 
patriot, a devoted Christian, an ac
tive participator in the Revolution
ary struggle; fought in the battle of 
Bunker Hill, and his company was 
the last to retreat before the British 
regulars. 
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The llames of the five brothers which he spent his whole life, and 
that settled in Whitingham from where he died March 2, 1827. His 
1795 to 1807, was Josiah, Joseph, family consisted of two sons and one 
Jonas, Amos and Nathan; and the daughter: Joseph 'Y., James P. 
sister's llame was Sarah; she mar- and Jemima. The boys were known 
ried a man by the name of Reuben as Wright and Preston; the former 
Brown. The five brothers were all was long and well-known as Capt. 
members of the Bapti"t church. Brown, lived and died on the old 

Josiah Brown married Milicent I farm his father first settled on~ 
Wright, and came to Whitingham Isometime before the commencement 
about 1795, settled on the farm now: of the present ceutnry. He took an 
owned by Joseph W. Morse, active interest in starting and build
where he lived till he went to Ben- ing up the business interests of the 
nington with his son Edmund, and: village of Jacksonville; was a pl'om
lived there with him the rest of his i inent and active member in the 
daYB. He had a family of nine i U nivel'salist Society. He died at 
ehildl'en, five died in infancy or his home July 18, 1855, aged 63. 
quite young. The names of the four Preston married a highly re
that lived to be men, were: RufuB, spected lady, and had a respectable 
Clement, Edmund and George W. and intelligent family of children. 
Rufus was the most prominent man I Jemima was an invalid for many 
of the foUl'; was often elected to im- . years. 
portant offices of trust in the town, Jonas Brown, familiarly known 
was clerk of the Baptist chnrch five as "Deacon Jonas," married Lois 
years, and once represented the Russell, came to Whitingham in 
town in the General Assem bly. He 1797, settled on the farm (then an 
was a thrifty, well-to-do-farmer,- entire wilderness) lately owned by 
owned and lived on the same farm S. D ..Faulkner. He had a family 
for 55 years, and died at his home, of twelve children, seven sons and 
Aug. 9, 1875, at the age of 78. five daughters, one of which died in 

Clement spent most of his life in infancy, the rest aU lived to matur
Whitingham, but moved to Halifax ity, and most of them to a good old 
a short time before he died. He age. 
married Polly Eames, had no child- His children were trailH"d with 
dren, died at Halifax, Aug. 7, 1840, scrupulous care. 
aged 49. Harvey, although not amongst 

Edmund lived with his father on the oldest of the children, made 
the old homestead farm, till they himself one of the most noted 
sold out and went to Bennington, school teachers Whitingham ever 
where he and his father both died. produced. Besides that, he was a 
Edmund bought a farm there and noted citizen of the town, was fre
followed farming the remainder of quently elected one of the select
his life. Josiah Brown died at Ben- men and other town officers, and 
nington, Jan. 20, 1858, at the ad- twice represented the town in the 
vanced age of 91. Edmund also General Assembly. 
died there at his home, Oct. 11, Jerimah, the oldest son, went to 
1866, aged 61. Stamford, in the county of Ben-

George W. acqnired a gooa. educa- nington, when quite a young man, 
tion ill early life, left this town and died there Mar. 4, 1849, at the 
when a young man, went to the age of 53. Russel, one of the younger 
State of Pennsylvania. brothers, of whom mention is made 

Joseph Brown married Sally Pres- under the heading of the Baptist 
ton, came to Whitingham about the church, was a scholar. He died in 
same time his brother Josiah did, Williams Oollege in 1835, at the age 
and settled on the farm north of of 23. Martin, whose career as a 
and adjoining his brother's, on business man was most fully devel

711 
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oped in establishing and building up 
the business interests of Jackson
ville, died in the prime of life at the 
age of 51. All the rest of this 
family were industrious and worthy 
citizens, of more than ordinary in
telligence. Most of them had large 
families, and many of their numer
ous descendants have left Whiting
ham for a broader field. 

Amos Brown, married Sally Tar
bell, and came to this town and 
settled on his old farm, so long 
known as the Esquire Amos Brown 
farm (now owned by Oharles H. 
Waste), near the beginning of the 
present century. His family, that 
lived to maturity, consisted of three 
sons and two' daughters. Elliot, 
the oldest son, studied medicine, 
and practiced his profession here 
with satisfactory success for several 
years, was deeply interested in the 
public affairs of the town, energetic 
and persevering in whatever he 
undertook, was town clerk for years, 
postmaster two years, and was a 
noted party leader in the centre 
village. He went to Shaftsbury, 
practiced his profession there a few 
years, then went to Wisconsin where 
we suppose he still lives. 

Aldis and Amos A., the other 
two brothers, remained in Whiting
ham. Aldis has long been one of 
the solid and thrifty farmers; has 
owned and lived on tbe same farm 
for more than half a century. He 
has had two wives, and a large and 
interesting family of children, most 
of whom have left their native town, 
and are now extensively engaged in 
business in different sections of the 
country. 

Amos A. lived with his father on 
the old homestead till 1849, He 
was more of a public man than 
Aldis; was deputy sheriff of this 
county for a number of years, and 
often held offices of trust in this 
town; was an active business man 
in matters pertaining to the interest 
of the town. He lived with, and 
took care of his father and mother 
in their last years, and died at his 

home of a lingering disease, Jan 2, 
1860, at the age of 52. 

One of the sisters in this family 
married F. G. Davis, of this town, 
And spent her whole life in Whiting
ham. She died in Dec., 1849, at the 
age of 40. The other sister married 
Dr. Oorkins, who practiced a few 
years in the county of Bennington, 
then they went to Wisconsin, where 
she died at the age of 44. 

Nathan Brown married Betsey 
Goldsmith and came to Whitingham 
about 1810, and settled on the farm 
lately known as the "Elder Lamb 
place." Their family consisted of 
two sons and two daughters, that 
lived to maturity. 'l'his family was 
the most remarkable for literary and 
theological talent of any family in 
town. Nathan, was a noted scholar 
from his early boyhood; he went to 
Williams college, where he gradu
ated with the highest honors as a 
scholar and a theologian, very 
young. He was sent to Ohina and 
Japan where he spent 23 years as 
missionary.of the Baptist church; 
he then returned to his native coun
try, edited and published a paper 
called '" 1'he .American Baptist," a 
few years, then returned to foreign 
countries, where he died Jan. 1, 
1886. He has translated the New 
Testament into many foreign lan
guages, has written and pnblished 
many valuable theological works, 
both in English and foreign lan
guages. To do justice to his history 
would require more space than we 
can allow in this volume. 

William G., the younger broth
er, was also a ripe scholar, 
and a devoted christian. He 
had a superior talent for poetry, " as the many specimens now 
extant clearly prove. He ranked 
high in the volume entitled "Ver
mont Poets and Poetry." He is still 
living, in the State of Wisconsin. 

The elder sister in this interesting 
family ma11'ied Jonathan Ballard of 
Oharlemont, Mass.; had a large fam
ily of children, most of them now 
occupying prominent positions in 
society and in the church. She is 

http:missionary.of
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living with her son, her husband 
having died about 20 years ago. 'fhe 
younget· sister died unmarried, Sept. 
9, 1872, age 54. 

Reuben Brown's wife, the sister 
of these five brothers that settled in 
vVhitingham, had an intelligent 
family of 11 children. She was a 
woman of extraordinary ability, and 
an acknowledged leader in the social, 
moral and religious circles of that 
age. This family left Whitingham 
about 1825, went to Jefferson Coun
ty, N. Y. 

WASTE FAMILY. 

Bezaleel Waste, the ~a:e~nal a,n
cest.or of the Waste famIly In Whl t
ingham, was born in 1742; Joanna 
Waste, his wife, in 1'143. They 
lived a few years in the vicinity of 
Cape Cod, and Ebenezer Waste, Sr., 

ber 20, 1801, married, first, Rebecca 
Fuller. She died June 26, 1826. 
He married, second, the widow of 
his elder brother, Charles Waate 

Uriah Waste, born June 1,1804, 
died unmarried Feb. 6, 1856. 

Deborah Waste, born Aug. 12, 
1807, married Levi Sumner, a native 
of Whitingham. 'rhey settled in 
Heath, Mass., where he died. She 
is still living on, the old homestead 
with her son, Oscar A, Sumner. 

Bezaleel Waste died Sept. 2, 1818, 
aged 76. Joana, his wife, died May 
20, 1815, aged 72. Ebenezer Waste, 
Sr., died at his home, Dec. 13, 1847, 
aged 79. Lydia, his wife, d. Aug. 
29, 1845, aged '16. 

Ebenezer Waste and his two sons, 
Bbenezer Jr., and Uriah, lived to
gether on the same farm, ever after 
they came to Whitingham, 

'['he family of Ebenezer Waate, 
so well known in this town 50 years Jr" consisted of three childreIl, two 
ago, was born there in 1768. His daughters and one son, by his first 
father, Bezaleel Waste, with his fam
ily, removed from Cape Cod to the 
town of Hague, near the shore of 
Lake George, in 1790.. Ebenezer, 
soon after, left his father's family 
and settled in the town of Somerset, 

wife. 
Lydia Waste, b. June 26, 1822, 

m. Dr. Reuben Green of Boston. 
Amelia Waste, b. May 5, 1854, m. 

Diodorus Sawyer, Sept. 1847; they 
lived on the old Waste homestead. 

in the County of Windham. He She d. ~farch 17, 1884. 

lived there about 10 years, and his Charles Waste, b. Nov. 15, 1825, 

three oldest children were born there. m. Hattie S. Warren of Whiting

In this lone wilderness his principal I ham. 

business was hunting and trapping, I Rebecca Fuller Waste, wife of 

for which he possessed superior skill. Bbenezer, Jr., d. at her home, June 

He managed to accumulate $1.200, 26, 1826. 

chiefly by the sale of furs and skins, 
capt.ured with rifles, dogs and traps, 

He married Lydia Baldwin of 
Mansfield, Conn., October 5, 1796, 
and immediately moved into. the 
wilds of Somerset, where they lIved 
till 1804, when they moved to Whit
ingham. 

His family consisted of three sons 
and one daughter. 

Charles Waste, born July 3, 1798, 
went to the State of Ohio when a 
voung man, married there. was a 
civil engineer, was killed Sept. 15, 
1821, by the fall of a tree, leaving a 
wife and one child, who afterwards 
came to Whitingham. 

Ebenezer Waste, Jr., born Octo-

By his second wife, Ebenezer, Jr., 
had one daughter and two sons; the 
daughter m. Lyman Stone of Roy
alston, Mass. 

George E. vVaste, m. a lady in 
Boston, lives in San Francisco, Cal. 

Lewis Sanford Waste went to 
Michigan, m. there, has one or more 
children. 

Ebenezer, Jr., d. at his home on 
the old farm, June 17,1878, aged 77. 

Lucinda Waste, second wife of 
Ebenezer, Jr., d. April 3, 1854. 

STICKNEY FAMILY. 

Silas Richard Stickney, the com· 
mon ancestor of the StIckney fam
ilies in Whitingham, was a native of 
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Tewksbury, ~Iass., b. April 7, 1751, 
m. Sarah Upton of Reading, Mass. 
in 1774, by whom he had seven chil
dren. She d. in 1793. He m. for a 
second wife, Betsey Preston of Whit
ingham, Vt. He first settled in 
Temple, N. H., and on the alarm of 
war, April 19, 1775, marched to 
Cambridge-was one of those who 
were willing to pledge their fortunes 
.and their lives for their country in 
1776. On the 13th of May, 177'1, 
he marched under Oaptain Josiah 
Brown, of New Ispwich, N. H., to 
Ticonderoga-was in John Starks' 
brigade of volunteers, that marched 
from New Ipswich and joined the 
army under General Gates, at Still
water, July 19, 1777, and was in the 
battle of Bennington, August 16, 
17'17. And from the pay roll of re
cord, it appears he was discharged 
<In the 20th of September. 

Silas and Martin Stickney, two of 
his sons, were for a long time well 
known in Whitingham, both born 
in Temple, N. H.; Silas, August 8, 
17'19, m. Eunice Wood of Temple
ton, Mass., June 22, 1803, came to 
this town and settled. It was then 
an unbroken wilderness, but he bra,e
ly encountered the perils and hard
ships of pioneer life, while clearing 
up his farm, and establishing a 
future home for himself and family. 
He spent his whole life on the same 
farm where he cut the first tree. 
His wife d. June 18, 1840. He m. 
a second wife, Olarissa Foster, of 
Wilmington, Vt., May 4, 1842. She 
d. 	April 21, 1848. 

His children, all by his first wife, 
were as follows: 

Silas Stickney, b. April 8, 1804, 
m. Matilda Garner. 

Sarah Stickney, b. Oc. 2, 1805, m. 
Duane Stimpson, first; Oalvin Clark, 
.second. 

Martin Stickney, b. May 19, 1807, 
m. Oharlotte Stickney, first; Mrs. 
11:artha (Preston) Lamb, second. 

Susan Stickney, b. Feb. 13, 1809, 
m. John Haradon. 

Stillman Stickney, b. Nov. 18, 
1810, m. Emeline Powers. 

Rufus Stickney, b. July 8, 1812, 
m Adeline Kendal. 

Silas R. Stickuey, b. April 20, 
1814, d. Dec. 26, 1844. 

Harvey Stickney, b. June 2, 1816, 
m. Mary A. Lake. 

Lydia Stickney, b. Jan. 4, 1819, 
now living in Whitingham unmar
ried. 

Silas Stickney d. at his home in 
Whitingham, Nov. 17, 1857, at the 
age oft8. 

~Iost of the children of this fam
ily left ·Whitingham at an early age, 
settled in different parts of the State 
of Mass. M.artin and Harvey were 
the only two of the sons that stayed 
in this town. And Martin d. at his 
home, Dec. 6, 1874. He left but 
one child, a son mamed Lewis, who 
is now living in Jacksonville. Har
vey has three sons, two of which 
are living in Mass., and the other, 
M. W. Stickney, lives in Brattleboro. 
Sarah (Stimpson-Clark) lived and d. 
in this town; she had fonr sons and 
three daughters; Martin D. Stimp
son, b.May 5, 1828 ; Joel O. Stimp
son, b. Sep. 16, 1829; James M. 
Stimpson, b. June 30, 1831, d. Jan. 
10, 1842. Her first husband, Duane 
Stimpson, d. Sep. 7, 1831. 

She afterwards m. Oalvin Clark 
of Whitingham, June 1, 1837. 
Their children were Francelia E. 
Clark, b. March 23, 1838; Dora A. 
Clark, b. July 28, 1839; d. Feb. 11, 
1864; Lucy L. Clark, b. April 7, 
1841; d. May 31, 1864; Zimri A. 
Clark, b. Jan. 31, 1844; enlisted in 
the army and mustered into service 
at Brattleboro, Jau. 5, 1864; was 
sick and obtained leave to go home 
to Whitingham, and died there be
fore his company left Brattleboro. 
Francelia .E., now Mrs. Pike, is still 
living in Whitingham. 

Mrs. Clark died at her home in 
Whitingham, Jan. 4, 1882, at the 
age of '16. 

Martin Stickney, born iu Temple, 
N. H., April 22, 1784; m. Hannah 
White of Middletown, Mass., Oct. 
30, U!08; and came to Whitingham 
and settled on a farm, north of and 

--'- ... 
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adjoining his brother Silas' farm, South America, Asia and Africa. 
where his ten children were born: His home when on shore was at New 

Prentice B. Stickney, b. April 9, Bedford, and later at North Adams. 
1809; m. Margaret B. Brazer. He had the distinction of being the 

Martha Stickney, b. Sept. 20, captain of the first vessel which 
1810; m. Daniel Cobleigh. made a trip with a cargo of corn 

Hannah Stickney, b. May 4, 1813; directfrom Chicago to London. At 
'm. John S. 'l'rott. one time he taught astronomy ill a 

Elizabeth Stickney, b. Feb. 13, private evening school at Chica2:o. 
1815; died unmarried in 1839. His health began to break down 

Charlotte Stickney, b. Nov. 9, about 10 years ago, and being com
1817; m }fartin Stickncy. pelled to give up his life on the sea 

Olive H. Stickney, m. Robert R. he moved to Whitingham in 1885, 
Edwards. and two years later to Marlboro, 

Fannie Stickney, m. David Ed- where he has since carried on a gen
wards. eral country store. His wife was 

Samuel B., d. in infancy. Mary Russell of New Bedford, who 
Diana, b. March 4, 1827; m. Dan- survives him. He has a sister, Mrs. 

iel A. Cheney. Partridge, who lives in North Ad-
Mary .Jane, b. July 3, 1832; m. ams. An uncle, Harvey Stickney, 

Wright P. Hall. . . lives at Jacksonville. M. W., O. 
Mrs. Hannah (White) Stickney, H. and I. L. Stickney, well knuwn 

d. in Whitingham, Aug. 29, 1850. . in Brattleboro, are his cousins. 
Martin Stickney died at the home Capt. Stickney's logbook shows 

of his daughter. Mrs. Cobleigh, in many thrilling situations which he 
Templeton, Mass., March 1, 1863, at passed through. He was of direct, 
the age of 79. I forcible ways, and was admirably 

Thls family all left Whitingham. fitted for the life he followed.
before 1855, except the wife of Mar- i 

tin Stickney, and settled in differ
ent parts of Massac.husetts, and none 
of their descendants ever lived in 
this town. 

DEATH OF CAPT. STICKNEY. 

Capt. Almon L. Stickney, who 
died in his chair at his home in 
Marlboro, Vt., last Sunday, at the 
age of 53 years, was a man whose 
life record was unusual and full 
of romantic incidents. He was 
born in Whitingham, his parents 
being Silas and Matilda Stickney. 
He ran away to sea at the age of 15 
years, and for 32 years followed the 
life of a sailor. serving in all capaci
ties, but for most of the time as a 
captain. He made the trip around 
the world several times, and was for 
a number of years engaged in whal
ing, making numerous trips to the 
Arctic seas, visiting Iceland and 
Greenland. For a time he followed 
the business of the merchant marine. 
He had sailed to different parts of 

Windsor Journal. 

BRIGHAM FAMIT,Y. 

We shall not take space here to 
trace the genealogy of the Brigham 
family back to the first landing of 
their ancestors in New England; 
but the four Brighams that for
merly lived in Whitingham were 
from a family of 12 children, 10 of 
which lived to maturity. Their fa
ther's name was Edmund Brigh!lm, 
born Oct. 9, 1758, at Westboro, 
Mass.; moved from there to Phillip
ston, and from thence to Temple
ton, where he died April 22, 1841. 
The names of the four brothers that 
lived in this town were John, Lys
com, Edward and Dexter. John 
was born in Westboro, Mass.; mar
ried, first, Rebecca Smith of Phil
lipston, Mass., came to 'Yhiting
ham in 1808, settled on the farm 
where Albert .1. Faulkner now live", 
then a wilderness, where he spent 
his whole life. He had seven child
ren by his first wife, three sons and 
four daughters, one of which died 

, 
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quite young. His first wife d. Feb. i law in the office of H. N. Hix of 
23, 1833. . Sadawga, and was admitted to the 

He m. for a second wife, Huldah bar in 1872. He practiced in this 
Wheeler of Halifax, Vt., Dec. 24, town till the fall of 1881,and went to 
1833, by whom he had three children, New Hampshire, where he now re
one of which d. in infancy. He m. sides, practicing his profession. 
for a third wife, Rebecca (Bardwell) Lyscom m. Betsey Preston, a 
Goss; she d. July 5, 1844. He m. native of Whitingham, settled on the 
for a fonrth wife, Betsey (Preston) farm where J. L. Shippee now lives, 
Brigb.am, widow of his brother, Lys- : lately known as the" Dea. Warren 
com Brigham. For nearly half a: farm," where he d. Nov. 19, 1844. 
century he was the most prominent He had a family of six children; 
leader in the section of the town three only lived to mature age, 
where he lived. Abigail, Mary, and Lewis L. Abigail 

His six children by his first wife, m. Elisha Hagar of Halifax, Vt., re
were ]'reeman, Harriet, Mariah, Ad- sides in Heath, Mass. Lewis L. m. 
dison, Elvira, and Francis. Freeman Marcia A. Shearer of Ooleraine, 
married Mariah Smith, lives in Bos- Mass. 
ton. Mass. Edward m. Laura Oummings of 

Harriet m. Luke Farnsworth of i Phillipston, Mass., settled on a farm 
Halifa,x:, Vt., d. in .1872. ..just over the line of Whitingham, 

MarIah m. MerrIck Ohase of thIS in the town of Heath, Mass. He 
town, who lived in Jacksonville and had a family of five children, only 
in the centre of the town for about one of which, Oharles E. Brigham, 
ten years. He was deputy sheriff for is noW living; he m. Sarah A.Lake 
this county for a number of years. of Whitingham, and resides in Fitch ---.He went to Illinois, where he now burg, Mass. Joseph L., his young
resides. est son, enlisted in the army and 

Elvira m. Joseph Goodnow, a d. in the service. 
native of Whitingham, who lived on Dexter, whose home was in Whit
the old Joseph Goodnow farm, and ingham, was a cripple; he never 
d. there Sept. 14, 1847. 'rhey had could walk without crutches. But 
one son, b. in Whitingham, Dec. 28, for all that he was an active, busi
1843. His widow m. Nathaniel J. 
Lord of Athol, Mass., where they 
now reside. 

Addison, b. Jan. 25, 1824, m. 
Emily O. Parmelee of Wilmington, 
Vt. He resides in Boston, Mass., 
has two children. 

Francis, b. Aug. 1, 1826, m. Mil
licent A. Brown, daughter of Rufus 
Brown of Whitingham; went west, 
resides in Ohester, Howard 00., 
Iowa. 

The two children of John Brig
ham byhis second wife were Minerva, 
b. March 16, 1836, and Hosea 'V., 
b. May 30, 1837. Minerva m. 
Charles H. Nelson, b. Oct. 22, 1825, 
at Wardsboro, Vt., lived in Whiting
ham till he enlisted in the army. He 
was either killed or died of disease 
in the United States service. 

Hosea W., m. Florilla R. Farnum, 
a nativeof Whitingham, and studied 

ness man. He d. very suddenly at 
his brother John's, Nov. 4, 1832, at 
the age of about thirty-two years. 

CHASE FAMILY. 

We cannot go back in the geneo-· 
logical history of this family beyond 
David Ohase, the paternal ancestor 
of the Ohase families inWhi tingham. 
He was the son of Benoni Chase, b. 
in Douglass, Mass., April 17, 1752; 
m. Jemima Humes' of Douglas. 

Their children b. in Douglas, were " 

Abraham Chase, b. Sept. 25, 1772, 

m. Betsey Rich and moved to 'Whit

ingham, Feb. 16,1797. Was long 

one of the prominent and wealthy 

citizens of the town in its most 

prosperous days, often elected to 

positions of trust in town affairs; and 

d. at his home in Whitingham, May 

11, 1854, aged 81. 


----.., 

http:Brigb.am


WHITINGHAM. 

Isaac Chase, b. Jan. 29, 1775, m. 
Susanna :Fuller, came to Whiting-
ham, Feb. 3, 1800, was a thrifty and 
prominent farmer. He d. at his 
home, Mar. 30, 1825, aged 51. 

Jacob Chase, b. Feb. 15, 1780, m. 
Anna Morse, and moved to Whiting-
ham, Jan. 31, 1806, settled on a 
farm where he spent his whole life. 
He and his wife were both members 
of the Baptist church. He died at 
his home, Aug. 9, 1858, agerl 78. 

Hamuel Chase, b. Feb. 22, 1782, 
m. Mable Balcom, and moved to 

this town, followed that business to 
the time of his death. 

The Isaac Chase family of seven 
children were as follows: 

Moses Chase, b. March 2,1800, m. 
Anna Briggs, Oct. 7, 1821. Settled 
on the farm where his son, J. B. 
Chase, now lives; d; Oct. 6, 1850 
age 51. ' 

Aaron Chase, b. Nov. 2, 1801, m. 
1st, Lucy Corkins, Oct. 18, 1726 ; 
2d, Esther Scott, May 15, 1852, went 
to North Adams, where he died. 

Isaac and Susannah Chase, (twins) 
Whitingham with his father, David b. July 14, 1804. Isaac d. Oct. 10, 
Chase, in Feb. 1815; he d. in Nov. lS06. Susannah m. Baxter Adams, 
1854. went to North Adams, where they 

Benjamin Chase, b. Sept. 7, 1786, died. 
m. Sarah Sprague, moved to Whit- Isaac Chase, Jr., b. June 19, 1801, 
ingham, Feb. 15, 1815; settled on m. Harriet Goodnow, June 19,1833. 
a farm, where he spent his whole I He lived on the old homestead where 
life. his father lived and died. He was 

These five brothers, all prominent for a long time one of the most 
and enterprising farmers in the most 
prosperous days of the town, and 
their families and descendants that 
remained in this t.wn, make an im
portant factor in the town's history. 

The family of Abraham Chase 
consisted of five sons, as follows: 
David Chase, b. Dec. 12, 1798; m. 
Irene Kingsbury, Feb. 12, 1818, 
spent his life in Whitingham, wss a 
prominent and wealthy farmer; lived 
on the same farm nearly sixty years. 
He d. June 15, 1880, aged 83. 

wealthy and respected farmers in 
Whitingham. He died at his home. 

Hiram Chase, b. Oct. 9, 1812, m. 
Annis Hall, April 23, 1835. Settled 
in the town of Marlboro, where he 
still lives, a wealthy and respected 
farmer. 

The family of Jacob Chase con
sisted of eight children; five sons 
and three daughters. 

Warren Chase, b. Nov. 30, 1805, 
m. Anna Fairbanks, (date un
known,) bought and lived on the 

Samuel Chase, b. Feb. 22, 1802, farm where his son, Wilbur F. Chase, 
m. Betsey Clements, lived in Whit- now lives. He died at his home, 
ingham till about 1835, then went April 4, 1861, aged 56. 
to Bennington, engaged in farming, Lydia Chase, b. Jan. 13, 1808, m. 
and was one of the wealthy farmers Emory Hull. Lived in Whiting
in that town. ham till her husband died in 1840; 

Jacob Chase, b. Feb. 8, 1804, m. a few years after she went to Susque
Lucinda Boyd, was a rich farmer, hanna, Pa., where she died. 
and lived in Wilmington. Levi Chase, b. Aug. 26, 1810, m. 

Ellis F. and Elliott l( Chase Sarah Harris, was a farmer, settled 
(twins), born July 31, 1812. Ellis in Heath MaHs.; d. Feb. 9, 1851. 
F .• m. 1st, Sally Boyd, 2d, Lydia Jacob C. Chase, b. May 21, 1815, 
Stanley. Elliot F., m. 1st, Hannah m. Cal'oline Gore. Came to Whit
.Foster, 2d, Eliza Green (dates of ingham in 1865, bought the Joseph 
marriage not know). Ellis F. and 
Elliot F. Chase both settled in Whit
ingham, engaged in business at Jack
sonville afew years; Ellis F. remov
ed to Halifax, where he now lives. 

Elliot F. also went to farming in 

Goodnow farm, lived there 10 Yllars, 
then sold and went to Jacksonville, 
where he still lives. a wealthy and 
respected citizen. 

Minor Chase, b. Sept. 7, 1817, m. 
Lucinda Tarbell, lived with hi!'l 
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father on the old homestead some! PRESTON FAMILY. 
time; d. Aug. 8, 1881. Oapt. Samuel Preston was a prom-

Lucy A. Ohase, b. Nov. 9, 1819; inent and influential man in the 
-d. Jan. 31, 1838. town of Whitingham in the early 

Willard Ohase, b. Dec. 5, 1823; part of the present century. He did 
-d. Nov. 21, 1825. much to establish and guide the in-

Samuel Ohase had a family of five stitu tions best calculated to enhance 
-children, three sons and two daugh- the literary and social. progress of 
ters. the people of this comparatively 

Rufus Ohase, b. Oct. 11, 1805, m. new township. He was often elect
lbry Hall; d. April 26, 1846. ed to positions of trust and respon-

David Ohase, b. April 15, 1809, m. sibility in town affairs. 
Betsey Tainter, settled in Whiting- We have no genealogical history 
ham; d, March 21, 18~7. of the Preston family, but Oapt. 

Fanny Ohase, b. Feb. 21, 1818; d. Samuel Preston, the paternal ances,
April 13, 1831. tor of all the Prestons of Whitiug-

Paulina Ohase, b. Oct. 21, 1822; ham, was a native of Littleton, N. 
m., first, Asel Rice; second,Oharles H., b. May 18, 1769; m. Susanna 
.Bowker; third, Newman Oarley. Phelps in August, 1797. They 

The BenjaminOhase family was came to Whitingham in June, 1800, 
-five sons and two daughters. and first set.tled on the farm that 

Sumner Ohase, b. April 21, 1807; Rufus Brown afterwards owned and 
m. Roxanna Faulkner, March 16, lived on for more than 55 years. 

1851. He spent his whole life in They had a family of 11 children, 

Whitingham, and was an invalid all born in Whitingham except the 

for a number of years. He d. Feb. oldest. 

2, 1885. Sophrona Prell~n, b. Jan. 1, 


Jemima Ohase, b. Dec. 11, 1809; 1798; m. Elijah P. Stone of Whit

om. P. B. Putnam; Dec. 5, 1830; ingham. Betsey Preston, b. July 11, 

went West, where she died. 1500; m, 1st, Liscom Brigham; 


Merrick Ohase, b. Dec. 13, 1811; 2d, John Brigham. George Preston, 
m. Mariah 8. Brigham, Sept. 11, b. March 12, 1802; m. Esther A. 
1834; spent his early life in Whit- Dennison of Halifax. Susanna Pres
ingham, and was an active business ton, b. Jan. 27, 1804; m. Thomas 
man. He moved to one of the Smith of Whitingham. Polly Pres
Western states where he now lives, ton, b. June 3, 1806; m. Ira Lover

.and with his sons is engaged in iug of New Hampshire. Sally Pres
farming; they are wealthy and pros- ton, b. June 13, 1808; m. Erastus 
perous. Hall of Readsboro. Osmyn Preston, 

Abraham Ohase, b. Jan. 5,1820; b. Oct. 27, 1811; m. Olarissa Dix 
m. Oatharine Reed, April 23, 1844; first; Effa Lamb, second. Lorenzo 

he is a prominent man in the busi- Preston, b. Dec. 3, 1814; m. Lucy 

ness affairs of the town, a wealthy Olark of Whitingham. Alcander 

farmer, a close observer of men and· Preston, b. Dec. 14, 1817; m. 

things, of mora than ordinary sa- i Wealthy Porter .first; Jane Bolton 

gacity; an independent thinker, second, both of Rowe, Mass. 

frequently elected to offices of. trust Martha Preston, b. Aug. 13, 1820; 

and responsibility in town business, m. Arad Lamb first; Martin Stick

a man of decisive opinions in all ney, second. Abiathar W., b. March 

matters of public or privatfl interest. 19, 1823; m. Betsey A. Bond of 


Luana Ohase, b. Feb. 21, 1821; Whitingham. it 

d. Sept. 3, 1854, age 33. The five brothers in this family 

Royal Ohase, b. Aug. 3, 1827; m. all spent a large share of their lives 


Margaret Howard, July 4, 1851; is in this town, though none of their 

:a farmer, has spent his whole life in descendants remain here; they were 

Whitingham. active, enterprising citizens, pos



WHITINGHAM. 

sessed of more than ordinary intel
ligence. In town affairs, and pub
lic matters generally, they took a 
prominent and active part. 

Four of the sisters in this Preston 
family spent their lives, or most of 
their lives, in this town. Sophrona, 
Mrs. Stone, spent a long and well
directed life on the same farm where 
they first settled. She d. March 31, 
1881, aged 83. Betsey, Mrs. Brig
ham, lived in Whitingham nearly 
all her life; d. April 8, 1884, aged 
74. Susann~, Mrs. Smith, spent 
her life in Whitingham, d. Jan. 21, 
1856. Martha, Mrs. Lamb-Stick
ney, still lives in Whitingham. 

TAINTER FAMILY. 

Deacon Jonathan Tainter, the 
uarternal ancestor of the Tainter 
family in Whitingham, was b.in 
Westboro, Mass., 1755; m. Jemima 
Root, of Somers, Ct., Sept, 21, 1776. 
A few days after, he joined the army 
under George Washington, and serv
ed in New York and New Jersey till 
the close of the campaign in 1778. 

Josiah W. Tainter, so long a res
ident in Whitingham, was the oldest 
son of this Dell.. Jonathan Tainter, 
b. Jan. 26, 1782, m. Molly Davis, of 
Somers, Ct., Aug. 26, 1803. He 
settled in Whitingham, on the farm 
that James M. Tainter now lives on, 
and spent his life there. He was 
one of the thrifty farmers, of which 
the town of Whitingham was made 
up, for the first quarter of this cen
tury. He was a member of the Bap
tist church more than forty years. 
His family consisted of six children, 
three sons and three daughters. 

Rebecca, b. Jan. 15, 1805, m.- Ben
jamin Eames, a native of Whiting
ham, but spent most of his life in 
Halifax, V t. 

Betsey, b. Sept. 8, 1809, m. David 
Chase, Oct. 6, 1829. He d. March 
21, 1837 ; she m. second, Isaac Allard. 
She m. third, Henry Goodnow of 
Whitingham, and is still living. 

Norris D., b. March 6, 1812, m. 
Sarah Martin of Whitingham, Sept. 
2, 1834. His wife, Sarah (Martm) 

Tainter, d. at her home in this town. 
He has one daughter, Mrs. Lucinda 
(Tainter) Dix, also living in town. 
He m. second, Mariah Stratton, of 
Heaih, Mass. 

Lydia, b. July 5, 1814, m. Joseph 
.Farnum. She d. at her home in 
1879. - She had two daughters, one, 
Mrs. Upton, now lives in town. 

Josiah W., b. March 1, 1818, m. 
Elizabeth Russell of Massachusetts, 
Nov. 5, 1838. He was killed on the 
railroad by falling be teen two cars, 
.Feb. 20, 1854, at 35 years of age. 

James M., b. April 5, 1821, m. 
Catherine Lake of Whitingham. 
He has spent his whole life on the 
farm his father settled on when he 
first came to town, about 80 years 
ago. Has a family of four sons, 
three of which now live in Whiting
ham. 

A Deaoon Jonathan Tainter, a 
brother of Josiah W. Sen., came to 
Whitingham in 1804. He m. a wife 
from Marlboro, Vt., a daughter of 
Dea. Benjamin Bowman, Dec. 31, 
1821. emima A., sister of Josiah W. 
Tainter, Sen.m. Joel C. Shumway 
of Whitingham. 

There was a Dr. Stephen Tainter 
settled and practiced medicine in 
Whitingham a long time; he was 
the first settled physician in town 
of which we can find any account. 
He was born in Westboro, Oct. 13, 
1760, and came to this town some 8 
or 10 years after its organization, 
practiced here with SUccess till 
about 1803, when he left town and 
went to Gainsville, N. Y. He mar
ried Elizabeth Gorham, a native of 
Barnstable, born Dec. 20, 1760; she 
died in Whitingham, Oct. 3, 1801. 
He was Uncle to Josiah W. Tainter, 
so long and well known in Whiting
ham; was said to be a very skillful 
physician, a man of superior ability, 
a scholar, and a poet. He was 
through life a member of the Con
gregational church, served in the 
Revolutionary war, was drummer 
boy at the battle of Bennington, 
and was also at the taking of Bur
goyne in 1777. 
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ROBERTS FAMILY. James Roberts, Senior, died at his 
home March 12, 1825, aged 79. 

We have no reliable record of .the His "';ife, Eunice (Nimms) Roberts, 
genealogy of the Roberts famIly, having died about two months be
back of James Roberts, the p.a~ern~l fore, aged 66. 
ancestor of the Roberts famIhes m Judge John Roberts, the oldest 
Whitingham. J ames Rober~s was son, so long and well known as one 
amongst the first settlers m. the the leading citizens of Whitingham 
town; he came from ConnectIcut in its most prosperous days, lived on 
when the town was almost an entire the place lately known as the "Ellis 
wilderness, settled on and cleared Gates place'" was a lawyer by pro
up the farm known as the "old fession, a' prominent man. in all 
James Roberts farm." He W;as a public matters, both in town and 
very prominent man.in the early state; and was one of the judges of 
history of the town; hIS name first the county court for several years, . 
appears in the r.ecords as one of the and represented the town in the 
town officers, m 1783; an~ from General Assembly for five cOl;secu
that to 1800, was. constantly III some tive years, from 1819 to 1823, melu
important office m town and state. sive' and also served as member of 
Was one of the selectmen of the the ~ouncil. He again represented 

town ten years; and was town clerk the town in legislature in 1832. and 

five years, before the commence- 1833. He left this town about 1836, 

ment of the present. century; repre- went to Townshend, where he prac

sented the town m the General ticed in his profession the remainder 

Assembly, in 1794; a~d afterwards of his life. 

represented the town m the General John Roberts and two sons. John 

Assembl:y of the state, for seven and George, born i;o W.hitingham; 

consecutIve years,.from 1797 to 1803, John was a lawyer, hved lD Jackson

inclusive. This IS a longer succes- ville and practiced his profession till 

sion of years tha~ .and other o~e about 1855, when he went to the 

man held that pOSItIon: He agam State of Illinois. George also went 

represent~d the ~own m 1806. ~nd to Illinois; enlisted in the army from 

1807; beSIdes fillIng many pOSItIOns that state and it is said he died in 
of trust in the town, and county and the servide. None of tbe descen
state. dants of the John Roberts family 

He married Eunice Nimms of are now living in Whitingham. 
Greenfield, Mass., and they spent James Roberts, long and well 
their lives on the farm where they known by most of the people no:ov 
first settled, and the same has re- living in this town, was less a publIc 
mained in the Roberts family to the man than his brotber John. He 
present day. They had. !ou~ son~, buried three wive.s, had a. large, i!l
who spent most of theIr lIves m telligent, and actIve famIly of chl1
Whitingham. For the ~rst qua,rter dren. Three of which, by his first 
of a century of the town s orgamzed wife, one son and two daughters, are 
existence no man did more to estab- still living; the son, James M. Rob
lish an order of things best calcu- erts is now living on the original 
lated to elevate tbe people in social ho~e8tead farm, where James Rob
and civil progress, than James erts, Sr., first settled. He has spent 
Roberts. most of bislife in this town, although 

There was but one man, and that he went west to the State of Illinois, 
was Jabez Foster that was his when a young man, spent ten years 
equal; the records ~bow that these! there, at farming and berding. The 
two men of all others, were the most' daughters, Mrs. Goodnow, basspent 
conspicuous figures in publi(faifairs, her w~ole l!fe here..Mr~. Bement, 
oonstantly entrusted in the most now lives m BaldwmsvIlle, Mass., 
important positions. but has spent the greatest share of 
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her life in Whitingham. Her hus
band, John W. Bement, was a phys
ician, practiced medicine in Whit
ingham Oentre, and in Jacksonville, 
for many years before he went to 
Baldwinsville, where he died. They 
had four sons, only one of which 
now lives in town; they were all ac
tive business men. '1'he business 
career of E. L. Roberts is fresh in 
the memory of the people of this 
town. B. F. Roberts, although he 
lives in Halifax, his business inter
ests are mostly in Whitingham, and 
he is at! well known here as though he 
was a citizen of the town. Oscar 
Roberts, one of the brothers, is a 
physician, living in Pittsfield, Mass. 
Henry M., the youngest son, re
mains' on the old homestead. All 
four of these brothers are possessed 
of ample means. 

Horace Roberts was a lawyer by 
profession, and as he died nearly 
half a century ago, his eccentric 
habits and general characteristics 
are not familiar to the present gen
eration. He was a man of marked 
ability, a violent partizan in politics, 
unsparing in his denunciations of 
the whig party, and especially of the 
leaders in this town, and through
out this State. lie settled and prac
ticed law in the centre village about 
10 years. He married a lady from 
Greenfield, Mass., by the name of 
Nimms; they had one son, who was 
but a small child when his father 
died, Dec. 16, 1837, aged 51. 

Thomas Roberts never married; 
lived with hiB brother James Rob
erts on the old homestead farm, 
where he d. June 21, 1866, aged 76. 

We do not trace in this sketch the 
descendants of this noted family be
yond the third generation from their 
common ancestor; the descendants 
of the Roberts families to the pres
sent time would take too much 
space, as they are quite numerous. 

CARLEY FAMILY. 

The Oarley family is another of 
the families in Whitingham that oc
cupya conspicuous place in the 
town's history, of which we have no 

genealogical record. But from the 
records in possession of some of the 
descendants of that family, we glean 
the following: 

Jonathan Oarley, the paternal an
cestor of the Oarley families in this 
town, was the son of Joseph Oarley, 
a native of Leicester, Mass. He 
moved from there to Spencer, Mass., 
where Jonathan Oarley was b. March 
16, 1760. This family of Joseph 
Oarley subsequently moved to Hoo
sack, N. Y., from which place Jon
atban Oar ley (afterwards known in 
Whitingham as Lieut. Oarley,) en
listed in thc Revolutionary army, at 
the age of 16 years. He was a mem
ber of all Artillery company, and 
served faithfully in the army, as his 
discharge, signed by George Wash
ington shows, six years, two months 
and nineteen days. He was dis
charged with honors for his faithful 
service, June 9, 1783. 

He was in several of the most se
vere battles of the Uevolution, for 
instance, at W hiteplains, German
town, Monmouth, Yorktown and 
others; at Y01 ktown he fixed the 
fuse to the shells that finally took 
Oornwallis. At the battle of Mon
mouth, he stood by his gun, loading 
and firing till he was completely 
overcome by heat, or sun stroke, the 
blood starting from his ears. At 
the close of the war in 1783, he re
turned to his father's home, was 
then between 23 and 24 years old. 
In 1785 be m. Elizabeth Kentfield, 
and settled in Pownal, in the Oounty 
of Bennington, where his oldest 
daughter, Betsey Oarley, was b. In 
the summer of 17g8, he moved to 
Whitingham, where he spent the 
rest of his life. He had a family of 
four sons and three daughters, -one 
of which died in infancy. The four 
sons, Rufus, Jonathan, jr., Wash
burn and Joseph, and the two daugh
ters, Betsey and Polly, all lived to a 
good old age; and three of the sons 
and one of the daughters spent their 
Iives in this town. The oldest 
daughter m. Thomas Shumway, and 
spent most of her life in Readsboro. 
The other m. David Jillson, jr., a 
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well-known and prominent citizen 
of Whitingham, and spent her life 
here. Jonathan Oarley, jr.! left 
this town when a yonng man, and 
has not lived here since. 

Rufns, Washburn and Joseph Oar
ley, long prominent and well-known 
citizens of their native town, spent 
their Ii ves in Whitingham. Their 
father (known as Lieut. Oarley) was 
a man of notoriety in his younger 
days. 

PARKER FAMILY. 

Oapt. Samuel Parker was a prom
inent and influential man in the 
early part of the present century. 
He had three wives, and a large fam
ily of children; four sons and two 
daughters by his first wife. '1'heir 
names were Rufus, -Wyman, Samuel, 
Flavel, Sally and Polly. Sally m. 
Joseph Goodnow, long and well 
known in Whitingham. Polly m. 
Daniel Green, of whom mention is 
made in the Green family. 

The four daughters bv his last 
wife were Fanny, Betsey, • Sophrona 

men of marked ability, have many 
times been elected to responsible 
offices of trust in the public affairs 
of the town, and have contributed 
their full share to the business pro
gress of the town of Whitingham. 

PR(\FESSIONAL liEN. 

Dr. Stephen Tainter was probably 
the first settled physician. He 
practiced medicine in this town 
some 10 years before the commence
ment of the present century. 

Dr. Bugbee practiced a short time. 
Dr. Tainter left; but the next reg
ular settled physician was Dr. Abel 
B. Wilder, who was succeeded by 
Dr. Nathaniel Smith, a native of 
the town of Halifax, in 1821. He 
was the most prominent and able 
physician that has lived in Whiting
ham since the beginning ofthe pres
ent century. 

Dr. Horace Smith, a student of 
Dr. Nathaniel, was the next regnlar . 
physician in the centre village,1835; 
he sold out to Griswold & 'I'hompson 

and Sophia; all spent most of their and they practiced till John W. 
lives in Whitingham except Sophia, Bement came in 1839; he practiced 
who m. Everett Williams. Fanny several years, then went to Jackson
m. Schuyler :Murdock first, and Ab- ville. He finally left there and 
salom Pike second; she is still IiV" went to Baldwinsville, Mass., where 
ing. Betsey m. George Bond first, he died. 
and Reuben Winn second; she spent Dr. E. A. Dean succeeded him in 
her life in Whitingham, except a Jacksonville. He came there in 
few of the last years she lived at 1853, and practiced till 1861. Ik 
North Adams, lfass. ; she d. there. .E. H. Harvey was associated with 
Sophrona m. Linus A. Warren, a Dr. Dean in practice, a few months 
nathe of Whitingham, and has spent before Dean left town. Dr. Fred 
her life in this town, except four or Temple, a native of Heat~l, }lass.• 
five years at Shelburne Falls, !fass. then pl'acticed in Jacksonville two 
She is now living in the village of or three years; and his brother, Dr. 
Jacksonville, and is among the old- Cyrus Temple, so well known in 
est of its inhabitants. Whitingham, came to this town 

We have not been able to obtain from Heath, and settled in the 
a correct account of the births and village of Sadawga. He was a lead
deaths of this family in detail; but ing spirit in that village while he 
suffice it to say that for the first half I was there; he was one of the select
of the present' century. few, if any, men of the town in 1870. 
families in Whitingham acted a Dr. Barnard practiced in Jackson
more conspicous part in the forma- ville a short time, before Dr. F. B. 
tion of its history. Johnson came there in 1870; who 

The family of John Fuller, and has practiced there from that time 
his descendants, who have been life- • to the present. Dr. F. D. Stafford 
long residents of Whitingham, are has been the physician at Sadawga 
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some others residents in Whiting
of Dr. Temple. 
(now Whitingham,) since the death 

ham for a number of years. Rev. 
Of the legal profession, John and Hubbard Eastman, Oalvin Buck

Horace Roberts, both native born land, and Peter S. Gates, have lived 
citizens of Whitingham, were and preached in Whitingham for 10 
amongst the first that made the years or more; besides the circuit 
practice of law a bllsiness. John preachers mentioned in another 
Roberts was assistant judge of the place. 
Oounty Oourt for a long time. Hor
ace Roberts went to the centre vil
lage about 1825, practiced law there ITOWN OFFICERS SINOE 1800_ 
for nearly 10 years. John E. But

TOWN CLERKS.ler succeeded him in practice. Henry 
Olosson lived in the centre village Jabez Foster, who was elected in 
and practiced law some 8 or 10 years 1799, held that office till 1818'; 
and went to Springfield, Vt., in Ephriam Smith, from 1818 to 1823; 
1837. Emory Greenleaf, from 1823 to '27; 

John E. Butler practiced till 1843, Elliot Brown, from 1827 to '33; 
when he was succe:;ded by his broth Rllflls Ohase, from 1833 to '37; 
er, Nathan L, Blltler, who practiced Leonard Brown, from 1837 to '40; 
there tilllfl54. He was succeeded Hosea F. Ballou, from 1740 to '57; 
by H. N. Hix and A. W. Preston, Hosea B. Ballou, from 1857 to the 
who practiced in company one year, present time. 
in the name of "Hix & Preston," 
when they dissolved partnership, 'f TREASURERS. 

and each practiced for himself till Nathan Green, from 1800 to 1804;. 
1858; then Preston went t? N~rth . Hezekiah Whitney,from 1805 to 1827; 
Adams, Mass., where he stIll hves I Elisha Putnam from 1828 to 1830' 
and practices his profession. Wil- Ebenezer Wast~ from 1831 to 1832: 
Ham H. Follett practiced a few Nathan Brown,' from 1833 to 1835; 
years before Preston left. He went Nehemiah Sabin from 1836 to 1840
to Halifax, where he died. H. N. Houghton Sawye~ from 1841 to 1848; 
Hix left the centre. village in 1869, Hosea F. BaIlon, from 1849 to 1855~ 
went to Sadawga vIllage, where he Amherst Lamb from 1856 to 1862
has prac~iced his profession to the E. P. Hitchcock, from 1863 to 1865; 
present tIme. . . N. L. Stetson, from 1866 to 1878; 

Hosea !V. BrIgham practIced law James W. Hatch. from 1879 t() 
in the VIllage of Sadawga a few 1882' Oharles S. Ohase from 1883 t() 
years in comp!i'ny with H. N. Hix; 1884; James W. Hat~h, from 1885 
he left town In 1881: Oharles S. to 1886. 
Ohase has been there SInce 1880. 

John Roberts, Jr., practiced in I REPRESENTATIVES TO THE GENERAL 
Jacksonville from 1847 to 1855, ASSEMBLY.
when he went West. W. S. Myers I 
was there a yt-ar or more about 1860' The following is a list of the rep
or 1861. A. A. Butterfield came to I resentatives from the town of Whit
Jacksonville in 1868, and has prac-I ingham, by which it will be seen 
ticed there to the present time. I that the town must have been organ-

Of the clerical profession, Rev.,: ized for the' purposes of represent a
Linus Austin, Ebenezer Davis, Ition in the Legislature of the State, 
Hosea F. Ballou, and Amherst as early as 1778, and Lieut. Silas 
Lamb, are the principal clergymen I Hamilton was elected and served for 
that have lived in Whitingham for i that year; but the records do not 
any great length of time; and. show that Whitingham was again 
enough is said about them in the Irepresented till 1784. 
church history. '£here have been 1778, Silas Hltmilton; 1784, 85, 

723 
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Isaac Lyman; 1788, James Roberts; 1840-41, Elisha Putnam; 1842-43, 
1789, 90, Isaac Lyman; 1791,92,93, Harvey Brown; 1844, Rufus Brown; 
Jabez Foster; 1794, James Roberts; 1845, Hosea F. Ballou; 1M6, Rufus 
1795,96, Jabez Foster- 1797,98,99, Carley was elected, but did not at
1800,1801,1802,1803, James Roberts; tend on account of ill-health; 1847, 
1804,1805, .Jabez Foster; 1806, 1807, Waters Gillett; 1848-51, Eli Green; 
James Roberts; 1808, 1809, Jabez 1852, Parley Starr; 1853, Philander 
Foster; 1810,11, Amos Brown; 1812, H. Sumner; 1854, Albert Sanford; 
notrepresented; 1813,14, Rufus·Hos- 1855, Hosea F. Ballou; 1856, Parley 
ley; 1815,16, Ephriam Smith; 1817, Starr; 1857, Dav,d Jillson; 1858, 
not represented; 1818. Amos Brown; Truman H. Streeter; 1859-60, AI
1819-23, John Roberts; also served fred Fuller; 1861, Horatio N. Hix; 
as member of the Council; 1824, 1862, Elijah S. Allen; 1863-64, 
Amos Brown; 1825-26, Horace Rob- Waters Gillett; 1865-66, Amherst 
erts; 1827, Schuyler Murdock; Lamb; 1867-68, Norris I •. Stetson; 
1828-29, Simeon . Morse; 1830, 1869-71, Lucius P. Morey; 1872-3, 
Schuyler Murdock; 1831, Amos Parley Starr; 1874-5, Wells P. Jones; 
Brown; 1832-33, John Roberts; 1834, 1876-7, Henry O. Gillett; 1878-9, 
Nathan Brown; 1835-3f.i, Obed Fos- Wells P. Jones; 1880-1, A. A. But
ter; 1837, William Bond, Jr.; 1838, terfield; 1882-3, Amelius A. Wilder; 
Obed Foster; 1839, James Roberts; 1884-5, Elijah S. Allen. 



FAYETTEVILLE. 


FAYETTEVILLE. 
'rhe first frame house in Fane was 

built in the summer of 1768 by Jon
athan Park, in the yard in front of 
what we term the old Parks house, 
just north. of ~the Fayet,t~ville hot.eJ. 

boro, and Geo. W. Underwood, 
started a steam mill at the north 
end of the village, for the manufac
ture of lumber and chair stock, 
which is now occupied by Mr. Un
derwood. 

The county building:s were locat-
Nathamel Stedman, lhomas Hlg- ed on the Park Hats III 1825 l-Ir: 

gins, Artemus Bruce, Ephriam Ful- .Park giving the land to the c~untry 
l~r, and Th~mas Green,were among i for a common so long as the build
hIS earl~ neIghbors. ] nller settl~d ings remain here. It was proposed 
on the first farm north of t~e VlI- to call the place Parkville, but Mr. 
lage, now owned and occupIed by Park was decidely opposed to the 
.M. O. Howe. ?,reep ca':lle from plan, and at the suggestion of Gen. 
":'orcester and bml.t hIS cabIII on the Field it was named Fayetteville, in 
hIll about half a mIle west of Park. . honor of Gen. Lafayette, who visited 

Artemus Bruce came September Ithis country for the last time in 
22, 1776. He built the first saw 
mill in this part of the town. He 
had three sons; Ephriam, Artemus 
Jr., and Elijah; from the latter of 
whom Mansfield Bruce, the Baptist 
divine, is a decendant. Samuel, a 
son of Ephriam, built a dam and 
first occupied the privilege, where 
now stands F. O. Burditt's cabinet 
shop, about 1820. He rented a por
tion of the shop to a clothier. From 
them the line of occupancy 
decended to Ide, Kidder and Bur
ditt. About 1815 Thomas Cook 
built a dam and trip-hammer shop 
near the bridge south of the village. 
From him it passed to Newman & 
Newton, scythe manufacturers, and 
from them to Joseph Green, in 1823, 
who continued the busihess until 
1839. In 1840 he erected a grist 
. mill with a sash and blind shop on 
the second floor. From him it 
passed to E. O. Walker, in 1351, 
and from Walker to the present 
owner, l!'rank Wellman, who is en
gaged in the manufacture of lum
bel'. 

1824. 

During the early growth of tbe 
village, religiolls meetings were held 
for several years in the court house. 
About 1830 the several religious 
sects united and erected the Union 
church, in 1831. One of the arti
cles of tbe association provided that 
eaeh sect should have the right to 
occupy tbe desk, in proportion to 
tbe number of pews said sect owned 
in the house. This union was dis
solved in 1838, and the Oongrega
tionalists erected their new house 
in 1839. The Universalists contin
ned to occupy the old bouse until 
about 1853, when they found them
selves unable to sustain a pastor. 
From that time the house began to 
decay, and in 1872 it was remodeled 
and is now called Union Hall . 

In 1845 the enterprising farmers 
of the county organized and estab
lished the Windham Oounty Fair at 
this place, and with the exception 
of a year or so at Brattleboro, and 
six at Westminster,it remained here, 

Soon after the opening of the and as a whole was a successful and 
Brattleboro and Whitehall Railroad prosperous society until the estab
Oharles N. Davenport of Brattle-Ilishment of theValley FairatBrattle
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boro. The last Oounty Fair was 
held in 1889. . 

The Windham County Savings 
Bank was chartered in the fall of 
1853. Upon its organization the 
Hon. Austin Birchard was chosen 
treasurer. the duties of which posi
tion he faithfully discharged for 
twenty years, retiring January 1, 
1874, at the advanced age of eighty, 
leaving the institution with a cap
i tal of $184,500. 

!1:erchants from 1780 to 1891: 
Luke Knowlton, John Holbrook, 

A. and B. Birchard, Birchard & 
Sawyer, Sawyer & Miller, Geo. 
Smith, Goodhue, Winslow & Park, 
Holbrook & 00., Winslow Brothers, 
N. M. Batchelder, Anthony Jones, 
Geo. A. Morse, Phelps & Sanford, 
Baker & Merrifield, ,William L. 
Williams, Eager Brothers, Dunklee 
& Lamb, S. P. Miller, Goodnough 
& Morse. E. W. Blodgett, Edwards 
& Pierce, A. V. May. . 

Daniel Kellogg was the first post
master, and began to render accounts 
at Newfane on the first of October, 
1811. The following lists give the 
names of the several postmasters at 
each office, together with the dates 
of their appointments, as found in 
the record books of the P. O. De
partment at Washington, D. O. 

NEWFANE, 	 WINDHAM COUNTY, 
VERMONT. 

The office was established, .July, 

1811: Daniel Kellogg, appointed 
postmaster, July, 1811; Jonathan 
N.ye, Feb. 24, 1812; Adolphus 
Wing, Oct. 23, 1815; Henry Kel
logg, Jnne 2, 1817; Martin :Field,. 
Nov. 2, 1818; David W. Sanborn, 
Nov. 17, 1819; Oharles K. Field" 
June 21, 1825; 

On the twenty-fifth of November, 
1825, the name of the office was· 
changed to Fayetteville: 

Oharles K. Field, appointed P. 
M., Nov. 25, 1825; Roswell M. 
Field, May 1, 1826; Ira McOollum, 
April 26, 1830; Dexter Holbrook.,. 
Nov. 25, 1831; Wright Pomeroy, 
Nov. 4, 1834; Jacob Dunklee, Jr., 
Dec. 27, 1837; Franklin Sawyer, 
May 10, 1841; Jacob Dunklee, Jr., 
May 16, 1845; John P. Warren, 
Sep. 29, 1849; Jacob Dunklee, Jr., 
October 20, 1853; . Samuel P. Miller, 
Aug. 5, 1861; Ohandler Wakefield, 
Oct. 26, 1864; Amherst Morse, Oct. 
24, 1865; Francis W. Fairbanks, 
Jan. 6, 1868; William H. Goodnow, 
Aug. 26, 1868; Elliott W. Blodgett. 
Feb. 12, 1874. 

January 20, 1882 the name of 
the office was changed to Newfane: 

Elliott W. Blodgett, r.e-appointed 
P. M., Jan. 20, 1882, John n. 
Pierce, appointed June 15, 1883;. 
Frederic O. Burditt, June 28, 1888; 
Newton M. Batchelder, Mar. 29,. 
1889. 

-., 
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WILLIAMSVILLE. 

WILLIAMSVILLE. ing the great freshet, September 23, 
This village derived its name 181.5, but were immediately rebuilt. 

from William H. Williams, in early ThIs property was purchased in 1874, 
years the owner of the larger portion by H. H. Hoyt, who put in a circu
of its business interests. It doubt- lar s~w and other wood-working 
less owes its origin, and, in a large maehmery. 
degree, its subsequent growth, to the . A grist mm was built, near the 
natural advantages afforded by the sIte of the present mill, about the 
stream upon whieh it is situated. year }.7~6, by E~enezer Morse. Wm. 
'rho development of these advan- !l."W Ilhams, bllll~ the present mill 
tages commenced at a very early m 183?, and retamed it till 1864, 
date, as the natural result of their when It was purchased by D. B. & 
being more available than any other D. J. Lamson. It was now owned 
to the inhabitants of the village on and ope~atedby G. B. Lamb & J. 
the hill. H. MerrIfield. 

Referring to the town records we Amasa Lincoln carne to this viI
find that the first conveyance of mill lage in. 1817! and buil~ a sma~l 

;-'"" property was made in 1790 in tannery III WhICh he contmued bUSI
October of which year John Wh~eler ness till 1840. It was subsequently 
sold to Winslow & Jones, a grist enla~·ged. and operated by different 
mill a~d saw mill standing where partles tdl~87? 
Hovey s saw mill now does. 'rhis The bmldmg now used by 
property frequently changed hands Wheeler & Morse, in the manufaCl
till it carne into the possession, soon tu~e of butter. tubs and kegs, was 
after 1800, of Wm. II. Williams,. bmlt by Ephnam Hall, Jr. 
who built the first carding mill in I '~he manufacture of wagons and 
1810, and operated it until his i sleIghs was commenced here, in 
decease in 1866, when it was bought 11858, by H. II. Hoyt, who built, the 
by S. M. Hovey and converted into same year, the carriage shop now 
a mill for the manufacture of lum_lstanding. . Geo. W. Dickinson pur
ber and chair stock, chased an mterest in the business in I· 

During the war of 1812-15 a small 1869. In 1872 Mr. Dickinson became 
woolen factory was erected near the. s?le proprietor and has since con
carding mill, by William . II. l tmued the business. 
Williams and Hezekiah RobinsoI), I· .A. l\{ Nferrifield erected a steam 
but was run but a few years. mIll here ~n 1890,. and gives employ-

In April, 1794, Thomas and Iment to 10 men, III the manufacture 
Darius Wheeler purchased the] of chair stock. 
privilege now owned by A. L. Sim- Merchants from 1814 to 1891: 
son, and built, during that or the W·m. H. Williams & D. W. San-
following year, a fulling mill and born, Huntington Fitch, Wm. L. 
an oil mill. 'rhese mills were sold "Williams, H. F. Houj!hton & Lucius 
by the Wheelers, in February, 1801, Walker, John R. Blake, O. H. 
to Wm. H. Williams, who continued Oune & Francis Goodhue Jason 
the business until his death. The Duncan Jr., Henry Whe~lock &, 
mills were entirely swept away dur- John A. Merrifield, H. N. Miller & 
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George Clark, Abel S. Ward, Martin' cal honors. Dr. John Wilson settled 

Perrv & G. L. Howe, S. H. Sher- in this village about the year 1820, 

man," O. L. Sherman, Abel S. Ward, and remained till 1835, when he 

John D. Blake, Amherst Morse, J. sold out to Dr. Orville P. Gilman, 

H. M.errifield, O. E. Park. and removed to Brattleboro. Dr. 

Ohas. K. Field came to this Gilman remained but a short time. 
village in March, 1826, engaged in Dr. Elihu Halladay practiced here 
the practice of law, remained two from about 1833 to 1838. Dr. C. S. 
yea.rs and then removed to Wilming- Blakeslee came. in :a.Iay of the latter 
ton. Returning in 1855, he remain- year, and soon built up an exten
ed till 1861, wheu he sold out to sive and successful practice. He 
Kittredge Haskins, and removed to removed to Brattleboro in 1882. 
Brattleboro. Hon Hoyt H. Wheeler, Dr. H. B. Ohapin came in 1856, 
formerly of the Vermont Supreme and remained in this VIllage and 
Oourt, and now U. S. Judge for this vicinitv about fifteen years. Dr. 
state, commenced the study of law Geo. H. Harvey located here in 1873, 
with Mr. Field, in this village. nd Dr. John Hbard in 1874. '1'hey 

Mr. Haskins remained here in were followed by Dr E. S. Weston, 
the practice of his profession till' who sold in 1881 to Dr. P. P. White. 
September, 1862, when he enlisted' The following is a list of the per
and cntered the army. In the fall sons who have been postmasters at 

, of 1863 he removed 	 to Brattleboro. this place, together with the respec
Geo. W. Davenport opened a tive dates of thQirappointment:

law office here in lIay, ] 865, and .. 
remained till January, 1867. O~arles K. ,Fl~ld, atJpomted P. M., 

Dr. Simon rraylor, son of Rev. May 20, 1826, ~ason Dunc~n, Jr., 
Hezekiah Taylor, was thefirstphys- Nov: 30, \~26, Cha~les 'W. ;Joy, 
ician to settle in this immediate Aprtl16, ll:1H8; HoratIO N. 1r~I11er, 
vicinity. He commenced practice June 28, 1~47; John A. MerrIfield, 
here in 1813, and died in 1818. Dr. July 9, 1801; Henry F. Houghton, 
James Cutler came here about 1817, Aug. 27,1853; Oscar L. Sherman, 
but remained only a few years. Dr. Oct. 18, 1856; Gardner L. Howe, 
Sewall Foster came the same year, July 20, 186~; Charles E. Park, 
and remained till 1823 when he re- Sept. 13,1865, Albert N. Sherman, 
moved to Shefford, P. 'Q., where he Sept. 23, 1~85; Ch~rles E. Park, 
became highly distinguished as a ?une 24,181:>9, who IS the present 
physician, and received many polit- lllcumbent. 

~ 
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PONDVILLE. 

The Baptist Society at this place 
was formerly called "The Baptist 
Society of }Iarlboro and Newfane.." 
and worshiped for many years in a 
meetinghouse standing on the farm 
now owned by A. & A. Williams, in 
the extreme northern part of the 
former town. The present site was 
selected on account of its more cen
trallocation, and the church build
ing now standing was erected in 
1841. Upon the completion of the 

-, new house, a bell was presented to 
the society by Oaleb Pond, then a 
wealthy merchant of Hartford, 
Oonn., but formerly a member of 
this church. ]'rom him the village 
derives its name. 

Here may be found a saw-mill, 
Wool-carding mill and a grist-mill, 
one store and abont twenty dwelling 
houses. 

The mills were established abont 
fifty years ago by David B. Lamson, 
and are now owned and occupied by 
W. E. Bingham & Sons. 

L. A. Phillips & Co., commenced 
the mercantile business here in 
1840, and have been followed by 
James Charter, Ira Pierce, Joshua 
Morse, Moses Merrifield, Lawson 

B. Morse, D. J. Lamson, Edward 
Adams, William H. Goodnow, 
Thomas A. Morse and Benjamin
E. Morse. 

A post office. was established at 
this place Apr. 10, 1884, and Mary 
A. Morse was appointed post
mistress. Upon the death of }Irs. 
Morse, Feb. 7, 1888, Benjamin E. 
Morse was appointed. The office 
was discontinued April 1, 1888, bnt 
was re-established May 15, 1889, 
with Benjamin E. Morse as post
master. 

BRATTLEBORO AND WHITEHALL 
RAILROAD. 

After severa.l unsucessful efforts, 
Newfane finally voted to aid in the 
construction of the Brattleboro and 
Whitehall Railroad to the amount of 
$24,f;OO, being about eight times its 
grand list, ana issned bonds there
for. The road was opened for 
business Nov. 18, 1880. J. J. 
Green, who had been an active pro
moter of the enterprise, was ap
pointed station agent at Fayette
ville. He was on the train which 
went down with West River bridge 
at Brattleboro, Aug. 18, 1886, and 
received fatal injuries. 



HIRAM ADOLPHUS CUTTING, 

A. M., M. D., Ph. D. 

HIRAM ADOLPHUS CUTTING I	the royal house of England and 
]'rance. Henry II was himself a

A.. M., M. D., PH. D., 
descendant of the Emperor Oharle

.of Lunenburgh, Vermont, born in magne on the one side, and of the 
Ooncord, Vt., Dec. 23, 1832. Saxon King Egbert on the other. 

The Outting family is of Welsh Royal blood is little esteemed in 
blood; its ancestors specially distin this republican country, except as it 
guished themselves in the Holy manifests itself in thE; moral and 
Wars for the recovery of Jerusalem physcial qualities, which constitute 
from the hands of the ~aracens, by the real kinghood of men. Hiram 
raising, equipping and oommanding Adolphus, son of Stephen O. and 
a corps of soldiers, and by fitting Eriza Reed (Darling) .Outting, de
out and comm.a.ndi~g v.essels. For rives n().·ad'f~ntiti()UB aid from ances
this servi~e they. reoeiVed.throa.. g~tt.t,or.;'i-th... E~teringt~e district 
the Heraldic CoUege, a.coa.t of~ae~~ h.UJna.tive localIty at an 
bearing:-"Shield with j!U'V:er~early .age, he suffered so much from 
ting of light in red, on a blue reliaf,the habit of stammering that he 
and a scallop shell in gold." The .could neither read nor recite aloud, 
Orest is cell.' silver device-Griffin until he was ten years of age. Yet 
~ollared in blue; holding a scallop his educational progress was remark
shell in gold within his claws." able. Finding the motto:-"What I 

Asa Cutting, the first American will, I find a way to accomplish" on 
progenitor, emigrated from Wales, a printed piece of paper, he adopted 
settled in Massachusetts, and died it, applied it to the cure of his im
in 1707, leaving three sons. His pediment and in six months wholly 
great grandson, George Outting, of relieved himself of that painful 
Athol, 1\fass., was a soldier in. the affiiction. 
Revolutionary army. Oliver Out- When eleven years of age he en
ting, of Ooncord, Vt., was the son tered the Essex Oounty Grammar 
.of George, and the father of Stephen School, walked several miles daily to 
O. Outting, who married Elizf!, Reed and from it, and diligently appro
Darling on the 2d of September, priated whatever advantages its fall 
1830. 1\lrs. Cutting was a great- terms had to offer. 
granddaughter of James Reed, the Young Cutting, in his sixteenth 
first Brigadier General commission- year, was licensed by the Oounty 
£d by the Provincial Congress at th£ Superintendent to teach, and was 
{lommencement of the Revolution, engaged by that official-Rev. Joseph 
and one of the commanders in the Marsh-to take charge of a school 
historic battles of Bunker Hill, Ben- in his district. An average of 45 
nington, Valley Forge and Mon- pupils, of whom one-half were older 
mouth. General Reed's ancestry than the teacher, attended. The 
was of iUustriouscharacter. Directly superintendent spoke of it "as the 
descended from the Oornwalls of best school in the county." 
England, who were part of the pro- The term of the preceptor's en
geny of Henry II, King of England, gagement was extended from two to 
fie was as near to that Monarch as I three months. His reputation was 
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-established, and from that on, until I successfully studied microscopic an
the attainment of his majority, he: atomy. He now with the knowl
taught school from three to five edge of the laws of light already 
months every year. He also attend- gained, readjusted the lenses of the 
·ed school at St. Johnsbury East, and camera, so that they cut a sharper, 
the St. Johnsbury Academy, in the better portrait, than any hitherto 
.spring and fall,-sometimes, both- obtained, Business crowded upon 
.and served in them as assistant the associates, and richly remuner
teacher. ated both. Mornings and evenings 

Agriculture to which he was ac- he canvassed for subscribers for 
.(}ustomed had few charms for the Sears' Pictorial Histories, and 
'young man. Medicine attracted,: thus doubled his salary. Evening 
and from the age of 15 he studied study was, also, assiduously pros
its theory and practice, under the ecuted, and he found time to con
tuition of Dr. Geo. O. Wheeler of duct a series of experiments upon 
,St. Johnsbury. Zeal was not al- growing plants and the flow of maple 
ways tempered by discretion in his sap. An account of these he pub
plans of study. Reading that two lislled, and other observers have vel'i
hours of daily sleep sufficed the need fied his statements, which are now 
-of NapOleOJl Bonaparte, he attempt- accepted as scientific facts. Many 
cd to make a similar amount an- other matters of natural history 
swer for himself, of which the re- were socutinized, and subsequently 
suIt was a physical break down, that led him to investigate the food. of 
disabled him at the age of 20 from plants and the proper time for be
~ntering the Junior class, for which stowing it. His opinions on these 
he was prepared, at college. Life points were much controverted, but 
was periled, but he recovered. The are now practically accepted by 
health acquired asa land surveyor thousands. The result of his ex
from his 14th year contributed, periments has been the demonstra
·doubtless, to speedy recuperation. tion of the fact that nitrogen as usu
.Such was the. celebrity acquired in ally applied to the soil, seldom pays 
this pursuit that he has frequently its cost; that it. is often an actual 
been called upon since then to settle damage to the crop; and that farm
intricate questions relative to ers by judicious experimentation, 
boundary lines. His earnings were can ascertain the needs of their own 
double those of an ordinary farm holdings, and thus obtain maximum 
hand, and were judiciously laid up crops for minimum outlays. (See 

'01' expended in furtherance of ulte- Agricultural Report of Vermont from 
rior objects. His genius was singu- HI81 to '84 and '86.) The Doctor's 
larly resourcefulll;nd p~·actical. He: industries are manifold. Jan. 1, 
framed a barn whICh hIS father had! 1855. John O. Darling, and H. A. 
-contracted to do, and so successfully IOutting opened a store 'at Lunen
that thenceforward he acted as mas- burgh. Mr. Darling was the uncle 
tel' mechanic, correctly laying out. of Mr. Outting and a successful mer
the work for 10 or 15 workmen on Ichant at Ooncord. The terms al
buildings, mills and bridges; much lowed either partner to dissolve the 
-of which was done before and after association at his pleasure. The 
the daily session of his school. partnership lasted 25 }'ears; when 

At 19, he became assistant to D. Mr. Outting purchased the entire 
R. Hill, one of the first proprietors stock and business and has since car

·'Of an itinerant daguerreotype carin ried on the store alone, Mrs. Outting, 
Vermont. For this~ he was by nat- in his absence, efficiently taking care 
ural endowment, especially fitted. of the same. 
He had already manufactured a - The year 1866 was the only un
,small telescope and a compound tprofitable one of his associate mer
:microscope, and with the latter had can tile experience. In July a fire, 
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supposed to have been caused by the 
spontaneous com bustion of rags with 
which the painters had wiped up 
linseed oil and then cast in a heap, 
consumed the store with most of its 
contents. His loss was heavy and 
was aggravat,ed by the destruction 
of a very extensive geological collec
tion, and of more than a thousand 
volumes, mainly scientific works that 
had been placed in the second story 
of the building. Not one geological 
specimen out of 25,000 was saved.
The blow was staggering; but by the 
aid of friends he built a new store 
and re-established his business by 
December after. The new stpre is 
32 by 96 feet with two wings, 24 by 
40 feet, in one of which is a lect.ure
hall admirably fitted up for audience 
and experiment, seating 150 persons. 
On the t.op is an observatory, con
taining meteorological instruments 
for recording the direction andvelo:
city of the wind. Accurate meteor
ological records have been kept by 
Dr. Cutting from Jan. 1,1848, to the 
present. 

PROFESSOR CUTTING. 

The Smithsonian Institute pro
vided him with a full set of meteor
ological instruments, and appointed 
him one of its special observers. He 
now acts in a similar capacity for 
the War Department. His observa
tions, now extending through a 
period of 50 years, and made at an 
elevation of 1210 feet above the sea 
level, in Lat. 28' Lon. 41'440 71 0 

show the mean annual temperature 
to be 41.460 and the annual rainfall 
to be 14.19 inches. The latter in
cludes a mean annual snowfall of 86 
inches. 

The medical ambition of Dr. Cut
ting revived as soon as he found 
himself in possession of a suitable 
microscope and of the necessary 
books. As an instrumental inves
tigator. he studied microscopic an
atomy and disease for 14 years. He 
devised new methods of mounting 
and preserving specimens, which are 
now numbered by the thousands, 
many of which are injected and pre

pared in the best and most scientific 
style. 

In 1870, he and Dr. G. B. Bul
lard of I':it. Johnsbury, studied pri
vately under the tuition of Prof. E. 
E. Phelps of Dartmouth College, 
and prepared various objects for 
purposes of illustration. Professor 
Phelps soon declared he would no 
longer continue his instruction to 
Cutting, who was more proficient 
than his teacher, and insisted he 
should lecture at Dartmouth. He 
accOl'dingly announced a lecture by 
his old pupil, met him at the depot, ~ 
conducted him to the hall, intro
duced him to the faculty, and in
vited an explanation of his methods 
of study, mounting, comparing, etc., 
of anatomical objects. Thi!! given, 
the professor presented the 1ecturer 
with the diploma of M. D. from the 
college, accompanying the presenta
tion with a few felicitous remarks. 
From Nov. 3,1870, the date of this 
event, to the present time, Dr. Cut
ting has made many microscopic ex
aminations for different New Eng 
land physicians. l'he results of 
these 1abors are as beneficient as 
they have been accurate and satis
sac tory. Life has repeatedly been 
saved from destruction. HIS pro
fesl'lional practice is large, and his 
skill and success has been the topic 
of much conversation. 

From 1863 to 1888 Dr. Cutting 
was postmaster of Lunenburgh. s
Five-sixths of the voters asked for 
his appointment, and have been re
warded by the increase of the mail 
service from thrice a week to twice 
daily, by prompt dispatch of docu
ments, and by the institution of a ........ 
money order office. His own mail 
matter was equal in amount to that 
of all the other inhabitants of the 
town. 

During the war for the preserva
tion of the Union, the doctor J?roved 
himself to be worthy of hls old 
crusading and revolutionary sires. 
Unable by reason of ill-health to 
serve in person, he en1isted no 
less than 160 men. He himself 
made the preliminary examina
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tion as to physical fitness, and that should be necessary. In this rela
with such care that only one man tion he has rendered material aid to 
was rejected by the surgeons. The the industrial interests of the State 
cost of transportation Was thus sitved by his original researches into the 
to the people. He also, under ap- capability of various building stones 
pointment from Governor Wash- to withstand heat and change of 
burn, ably cared for the families of climate. He has also ascertained 
the absent soldiers, as directed by and formulated their weight, spe
the State law, and when this strug- cHic gravity. capability of resisting 
gle had ended, he was importuned pressure and of absorbing moisture. 
to collect the bounties, back-pay, In connection with Prof. G. '''. 
pensions, etc., of the veteran pa- Hawes, late of the Smithsonian In
triots, and took ont a license as a stitute, he has microscopically dem
claim agent, and prosecuted hun- onstrated the superiority of some 
dreds of claims to successful issue. Vermont marbles over other Ameri
His enemies attributed this success can and European products; and 
to other causes thau the proper prep- scientifically shown that the Suther
aration of each case in detail; and land E'ans marble stands in the 
in 1872 affirmed that he was defraud- front rank in l'€spect to compact
ing both the Pension office and the ness and durability. 
claimants. The former detailed a Dec. 24, 1880, Dr. Cutting was 
special agent to investigate the by Gov. Farnham appointed to a 
charges which he found both menda- position in the board of agriculture; 
cious and malicious, and reported was elected secretary at its first ses
so warmly in favor of Dr. Cutting, sion and charged with the arrange
that June 3, 1873, he was appointed ment of its meetings and the ex~ 
examining surgeon of the Pension penditure of the moneys granted by 
Office. He also holds the office of the State. In this important post 
special notary public and of master he has merited and received uni
in chancery. versal approbation. His reports 

The scientific eminence of Dr. from 1881 to 1886 received nni
Catting naturally led to his ap-I versally high enconinms. 
pointment as State Curator of N at- The editor of the New England 

ural History, by Governor Stewart, Farmer (Feb. 10, 1883), commends 

Nov. 4, 1870. This gave him ex- it as the best ever pH blished, and 

clusive control of the State collec- recommends that it should be sub

tions. Most of them had been pur- stituted for the reading books now 

chased of the widow of Zadoc used in schools. 

Thompson. The moths had injured The large number issued has bepl! 

or destroyed the birds, and the min- wholly inadequate to the demand. 

erals were unnamed and unclassified. Reappointed secretary of the boan1 

The doctor very soon clothed the in 1882 and '84. 

whole with a new appearance. J;'ine. Millions of dollars would probably 

specimens represent now the birds Ibe arlded to the value of agricultural 

of Vermont. '['he minerals have Iproducts in Vermont were the on t 


been re-arranged and labeled. Thou- lays for plant food expeIlded in hal'

sands of specimens have been added mony with his views. Whetller 

to their number which is so great as potash, phosphoric acid, or any oth

to imperatively demand additional er kind of plant food be most need

room for their proper display. ;ed can, in his opinion be best deter-


Dec. 22, 1870, Dr. Cutting re-' mined by the observant and judi
ceived the further appointment of cious farmer. 'rhe quantity and 
State Geologist from Gov. Stewart mode of application can be decided 
and re-appointment from Gov. Con- by wise experiment. 
verse in 1872, and was subsequently I The Connecticut board of agri
confirmed in the office until change culture endorse his doctrines, and 
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the United States Commissioner of the Wisconsin Geographical Society; 
Agriculture in his report of lSlil, '62, The Essex Institute, (Salem, Mass.); 
gives them the sanction of his au-· The })rovidence Franklin Society; 
thority. ,American Institute of Christian 

The popular estimate of Dr. Cut-, Philosophy; American Forestry 
ting in, this special relation is thus. Congress, of which he is vice-presi
voiced by Editor Cheever of the dent; American Chemieal i:lociety; 
New England .Farmer: Association of American Economio 

"SecretlLry Cutting is wonderfully Entomologists; Society of Natural
well informed as a scientist ists, Rome, Italy; etc., etc. In brief, 
familiar not only with physiology, he is a member-active, cOl'respond
anatomy and medicine; but is also ing, or honorary, of no less than 89 
somewhat of a specialist in the stud- scientific, literary or medical socie
ies of botany, mineralogy, entomol- ties, scattered throughout America 
ogy, meteol'ology and chemistry." , and Europe. 
As chairman ofthe Board of the Fish ' His fame as a lecturer is solid and 

Commission of Vermont, appointed widespread. The clergy of the J\<Ieth
by GOY. Farnham, Feb. 30, 1881, odist Episcopal and othOl' churches 
Dr. C. was no less usefuL He at once first urged him to lecture on the 
inquired what had been done, and Bible and Biblical history. In the 
with what success, and began the former of these denominations he is 
survey of unstocked waters. an active and valued member. Next 

During 1883, he with his col- came pressing demands for lectures 
league, Herbert Brainard, planted on the "Revelation of the Micro
many food carp and trout in all fav- scope," and on kindred subjects. 
orable waters, and vigorously did Popularity brought the usual pen
what he legally could to protect the aIty of excessive requirement. Lec
fish already planted. His publiShed turing twice or thrice daily, an hoUl' 
report is as worthy of study as his, and a half at a time, he could not 
opinions on plant food and growth. Imeet the general wish, and he writes 

In 1885 he was commissioned as I his lectures out-though an effective 
State delegate to the "International iextemporaneous speaker, in order 
Forestry Congress," and in 1886, as I that they may be published and thus 
representative to the « Agricultural reach the more inquirers. In the 
Congress" at St. PauL latter shape they have often been 

Collegiate corporations and scien- sold to the Western press. 'rhe oral 
tific societies have been quick to rec- utterances have been chiefly confined 
ognize the many-sided merit of Dr. to New England, and particularly to 
Cutting's services. In 1868 the Nor- Vermont. Literary and scientific 
wich University conferred the degree critics are invariably eloquent in 
of A. lL and that of Doctor of Phil- their praise. 
osophy in 1879. In 1881. he was The printed works of Dr. Cutting 
elected an honorary member of the will perpetuate the memory of his 
A !: l' Fraternity c(>Ilnected with the Ieminently useful life for centuries 
eolleg-e. He is all acti ve member of after his tongue has lost its elo
the Vermont l\'Iedical Society and quence and his hand its cunning. 
one of its officers; a member of the He is a paid correspondent of 
White Mountain Medical Society of many magazines and papers. His 
New Hampshire, and several other contributions are in the « Boston 
medical societies; also Fellow of the .Journal," The H Christian Herald of 
American Association for the Ad- Detroit," "The Weekly Call" of 
vance of Science: member of the San Francisco, "The Architect and 
American Association of Microscopy, Builders News," (Osgood Co.) of 
member and officer of the Vermont Boston, "The Green Mountain 
Historical Society; member of the Freeman" of Montpelier and in 
New Hampshire Historical Society; many others. 
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He has acted as AgricuHural 
Editor of the St. JohnsbnryRepub
licau and also Littleton J oumal of 
New Hampshire. 

He has published books and pam
phlets: "Plant Growth and Fertili
zation ;" several Monographs on In
sects, «Ventilation of Farm Houses," 
-" Mining in Vermont," "Parasitic 
Insects of Domestic Animals," "In
sect Enemies," "Climatology of 
Vermont," "Microscopic Fungi,"
"Notes on Building Stones," 
"Papcr on Plant Growth," "Notes 
on a hail storm in Concord," "}'ore
telling Storms," " Catalogue of Birds 
of Vermont," " }'arm Experiments," 
" }Iilk," "Genesis and Geology," 
and different" Reports on Ornithol 
ogy," and Natural History in con
nection with the State Oabinet. He 
was associate editor of the Archives of 
Seience; Editor of the Agricultural 
Report of Vermont, 1861 and 1862, 
1863 and 1864, 1865 and 1866, and 
as such did much literary labor. 

The scientific and philosophical 
apparatus used by Dr. Cutting in 
his researches are very valuable. 
His microscope and its connections, 
including objects mostly prepared 
by himself are valued at $5,000 
Telescope, specroscopic and battery 
with eoil have cost asmuch more. 
Chemical apparatus for testing rocks 
and for the assay of minerals are of 
the best pattern. A stereopicon 
and microscopic connections for ex
hibiting minute objects on screens 
to an audience, ltlld upwards of 
2,000 transparencies for illustrating 
science and history, are owned by 
him. He possesses novel and inter

~..""' esting arrangements for testing and 
analyzing the air, for detecting im
pUl'ities in rooms, &c., &c. Most of 
his costly and admirable set of met
eorologic-al instruments were manu
factured by James Green of New 
York. His library consists of abou t 
Hj,OOO vole, largely medical and 
scientific, and selected with skill. 
He has besides, a good collection of 
miscellaneous books and documents 
which he lends to the public, whom 
he permits to consult his library at 

will. The building is in connection 
with his residenee. Properly sub
divided, books shelved in glass cases, 
-with an oflice-room, 16 bv 17 ft. 
No private collection in the- country 
(to our knowledge,) agricultural, 
medical,sicientific, theolol,rimll, excels 
in interest ana value. There are 
not a few single volumes that cost 
from $:t5 to $100 each. 

His cabinet, ltttached to the libra
ry, and of the same finish. 115 divided 
so as to afford the most possible shelf 
room. The specimens,~ of the first 
quality, are all labelled and arranged 
in harmony with the designs of 
Dana,and is richly worthy of minute 
study. The cabinet contains over 
25,000 specimens, and is just what 
might be expected of the first living 
scientist of Vermont-'where rocks 
are· marble.' His observatorv is a 
circular structure with revolving
dome, and contain8 a telescope of 
first class character, manufactured 
by Alvin Clarke & Sons of Cam
bridge, Mass. This is the only ob
servatorv in Vermont. The Doctor 
lectures-on Natural Science to the 
students of the :Methodist Seminary 
at Montpelier,and to those of Nor
wich U niversitv at Northfield. These 
lectures are' highly appreciated. 
His farming is chiefly experimental. 
The great crop of his more than 
200-acl'e estate is hay. ~'his some
times amounts on hit! experimental 
fields at one cutting to 3~· tons per 
acre. The land is upland. It was 
worn and neglected when it came 
into his possession, but has been 
bronght into good condition by the 
methods recommended in his iec
tures and writings, and it has far 
more than compensated for outlays. 
The stock is yoqng cattle and horses, 
with cows enough to supply all de
mands for milk. The Dr. moreover 
owns a grist mill, a cider, shingle and 
planing mill, a...id a butter-tub fac
tory. These properties he pro
nonnces cOllvement to have, but not 
remunerative as investments. The 
Doctor is necessarily a busy man. 
He thoroughly masters whatever he 
takes in hand and has no leisure. 
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His excellent memory has been made 
more retentive by cultivation, and 
holds distinct and clear whatever 
has been committed to its keeping. 
His observant faculties are compre
hensive and conjoined with ability 
to create as well as to understand 
whatever mechanism lIe examines. 
In reading, he absorbs the contents 
of a book with readiness and ease. 
He never went to a dance. drank in
toxicating liqnors, tea, 01:coffee, and 
never used tobacco or stimulating 
drugs in any form. Hitherto, he 
has eaten common food, only, and 
his drink has been cold water. His 
child motto:-"What I will, that I 
accomplish," has been exemplified, 
without exception by his whole 
life. 

The Doctor has given liberally to 
his church, been generous to the 
poor and to the working classes,
retained two of his women servants 
for 18 years, and all his farm
hands for several years or since 
he contracted for theIr service, 
and he finds both men and 
women willing to exchange their 
labor for his capital at equitable rates. 
All his emplovees are paid on Satur
day evenings:and none of them are 
permitted to drink, smoke, or swear. 

Such a man, many-sided, re
sourceful, positive, briIlging things 
to pass,-mnst have. enemies; it can
not be otherwise, while human na
ture is what it is; all leaders of the 
race, to say nothing of the Divine 
Man, had them. But the issue is 
sure to vindicate the reputation of 
those who have freely and honestly 
given their knowledge, judgment 
and experimental results to their 
fellows for the public good. As 
geologist, metallurgist, mining ex
pert, practical and consulting scien
tist, he is not excelled in New Eng
land, if in the ITnited States. Such 
It life is a various blessing to man
kind. 

He was married Peb. 3, 1856, to 
:M:aranda Ellen Haskell of Lennox
ville, C. E.; Mrs. Cutting died 
March 3, 1886, aged 54 years. 

Theil' union was childless, but the 
doctor has an adopted Bon, Burt A. 
Cutting, born Sept. 24, '1878. 

Postcript. Dr. Cutting in 1886 '-.. 

resigned his State offices and has ac
cepted the appointment under the 
United States department of agri
culture of "State Statisoal Agent 
for Vermont," which position gives 
him more time to attend to scien
tific work as well as to his profession. 

~ 





GUILFORD. 

B~ Gen, J. W. Phelps. 
THE OLDEN INDEPENDENT TOWN: 

The only Independent, Republic Town ever in Vermont. 

I This Jittle, enterprising band compos
ed of Samuel Hunt, ,John Chandler, 

GUILFORD. David Field, Elijah 'Williams, Micah 
BY GEN. J. W. PHELPS. IRice, Ira Carpenter and others, having 

\ Here inscrt the account of Guilford from! little to fear from the nominal power 
11Ompson's Gazett<ler .of Vermont, edition' of parliament, in the wilderness of 

1842.) . Vermont, assumed the title, which was 
[Fine. old ~ner~, he has gone to his grave, virtually created by their charter of a 

his manuscrlpt Hlstory of Guilford that he. .' .' 

desired to see in print, but never did, we willi lIttle mdependent repubbc. 

<>pen and commence to give verbatim.] I By the records of their first meet

"GUILFORD, a posttown in the south I iugs they appear to have been govern
part of Windham county, is in lat. 42, Ied by certain committees, chosen for 
47' and long. 4° 26, and is bounded, the pUl'pose of surveying the lands, 
north by Brattleborough, east by Ver- laying roads, drawing the shares or 
non, soutlJ by Leyden, Mass. and lots, taxing the rights &c.; but their 
west by Halifax. It lies 50 miles south greatest object waS to procnre and en
from Windsor, 31 east from Benning- c.mrage settlers. Their meetings were 
ton. It was phartered April 2,1754, to held at Greenfield, Northfield, Rins
54 proprietors, principally of Massa- dale or Brattleboro, until 1765, when 
,~husetts, and eontained 23,040 acres. their first meeting was held at Guil-

When granted the town Was a perfect ford. There was a condition which if, 
wilderness, yet by the charter, the not performed, went to defeat the grant. 
grantees weI'.: to hold their first meet- The grantees were to settle, clear and 
ing for the choice of officers, &c., on cultivate in five years, 5 acres for every 
the first of May 1.754, and on the first 50 in said township. Although much 
Tuesday ever afterwards. It seems time and money had been spent in mak
the town was organized by and under ing roads and clearing lands, yet, on 
the very grant itself. Power was giv- the 20th of March 1764, the. grantees 
en to the grantees to transact the busi- by a special committee chosen, peti
ness of the town as a majority should tioned the Governor of N. H. for a 
see fit, subject only to the control of conformation of their grant and an ex
the parliament of England. tension of the time, stating that the in
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tervention of an Indian war had made tIed one whole tier ot 100·acrc lots, 
it impracticable for them to fulfil the beyond the extent of their e~arter. 
conditions of the charter. Their pray- That was the case and the same IS held 
er was granted, and the time for set- by the town to thi& day. 
tling the town ext~nded to the first of "All the pine trees suitable for mast
January 1766. }'rom the time the char- ing the royal Navy" were reserved to 
ter was confirmed in 1764, the town be- his Majesty. This shews the attention .." 

gan to be rapidly settled by emigrants the English nation paid to !he navy: 
frQm ~Iassachusetts and other New one hundred miles from the ocean where 
England states. Through the policy of was such reservation made. What has 
the original proprietors, the first set- been related with a little "proclamation 
tIers began upon lots of 50 acres, in money," was the price of the charter. , " 
order to fulfil the conditions of the The firsdand was cleared in 1758, 
grant. So rapid was the. increase of by Hon. Jona. Hunt, and Elisha Hunt, 
population that the town became the on the farm now oecuppied by the Rev. 1 
largest in the state as to numbers. Yet Asa Haynes. The first settlement was. I 
there was not a single village in t~e. made by Micah Rifle and family, in ~ 
townsh;ip, or ratl"!-er the ,;holetowns~lp Septemher 1761, on the place now oc 1 
was a village-all the hIlls and valhes (.upied by Jeremiah Greenleaf Esq." 
were smoking with huts. Mr. R's widow died in 1832. aged 91). 

By the charter 350 acres were called years, and his oldest son is now living "l 
\ 

It share and all the pl'Oprietors shares here, aged 80. 

alike. The reservations in the charter Soon after followed Jonathan Bige
consisted of "one whole share.to the low,John Barney" Daniel Lynd, Wm-, 

1society in England for propagatmg the Bigelow, Ebenezer Goodenough"Paul .. 
gospel in foreign parts; one to the first Chase, Thomas Cutler, John Shepard 1 


settled minister of the gospel; and 0~e ardson, and others. They came iuto. 

whole share for a glebe for the miDIS- wwn by the way ot Broad brook. Be

try of the church of England as by law gining at the mouth of that stream on 

established." The Goverror wa~ not Connecticut river in Vernon, and pass

unmindful of his own interest. H.e re- ing up on its banks they found their 

served 500 acres to be located b~ Itself way into Guilford.-That was then the 

for his own. The town was lald out I road and even that was impassa

'rh bI' on y ,
into 50 and 100 acre lots. e pu lC ble with teams. The first settlers had 

.......
ri~hts were fairly located, but t~e either to boil. or pound their corn, or 

Governor's fell upon the only mou fI tam, go 15 miles to mill with a grist upon 

in town, which still bears thenameot th . b. k


M elr ac s.

a~th?rity upon the map-HGov, oun- It appears by what records can be 


tam, . found that the town was wholly gov-

Although no reservatIOn was made erned 'h a set of officers cho~en annu

in the grant for the use of schools, yet Yh I· d thel'r char'ter 

h ally by t e peop e un er .,

.one whole share was located for t at '] h 19t1 M 1772 when the in-
That a 'ust and gener unt! tel ay, , 

purpose. was. J . - habitants at a "district meeting-assem
ous act of the ~ropr~etors, but It was bled" in the district of Guilford, vot

not the same hberality that governed! ed that Guilford was in the County of 

them when they located, sold and set

http:share.to
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Cumberland and province of New York 
and chose officers of the town agreea
bly to the laws of that province. At 
that meeting a record was first made in a 
regular town-book which was purchsed 
by the original proprietors some years 
before. By that record it appears John 
Shephardson was ehosen "distriet clerk, 
John Barney. supervisor," &c. and the 
meeting was then adjourned to a day 
aftcr the annual metting by the charter. 

Having renounced their charter, and 
there being no government which real
ly excrcised authority over them they 
continued to legislate for themselves, 
and tradition says that good justice 
was don,", yet one principle of the char
ter was still adh'ered to, none but pro
prietors, or those who held undeJ; them, 
had a right to rule or vote in their 
meetings. Thus was this little republic 
regulated by a town meeting which was 
adjourned from time to time, witho~t 
terruption from abroad, or contentiqns 
at hume, until the year 1776; then the 
town was beset with violellt toriel:l arid 
Yorkers on the one side and brave 
WhIgs and N ew-states-men on the 
other. The Whigs united with those 
opposed to the claims of the state of 
New York, that and the succeeding 
year out-voted the tories and the York
ers" In 1776, the town voted to pay 
the cxpenses ot" Benjamin Carpenter 
their .deligate to the Westminster Con
vention of ] 775, They voted to raise 
9 soldiers for the Continental army, e
quip them with arms and powder, give 
them a bounty of £4 "bay money," by 
a tax upon the inhabitants of the town, 
and it was done. 

They, also, resolved no man should 
vote for town officers who was not 
qualified according to the direction of 
the Continental Conj!ress." Under that 

resolution their committee chosen for 
the purpose excluded tories from the 
polls, vi et arm~"s~ and the poor, if quali

participated in the government. 

The title of the town as belongin g to 
th!.' state of New York, was left out of 
the records. To give some idea of the 
laws passed by the old republic of 
Guilford, we will (luote the following~ 
passed the next year, 1777. 

Voted, not to let any person vote in 
this meeting, but such as have £40 l'eal 
or personal estate. 

Voted, John Barney and Benjamin 
Carpenter be a committee to go to 
Windsor, in June next to hear the re
port of the a,gent sent to Congress con
cerning a new state. 

Voted, that any person, who shaU, 
forthe future, pre1end to hold lands by 
bush possession shall be dealt with by 
the'town, as a breaker of the peace of 
the town, a rioutous person &c. Attest. 

ELIJAH WEWH, T. Clerk, 

They further chose a committee to 
establish the price of labor, all kinils 
of produce goods, wares and merchan
dise. The report of the committee was 
adopted as the law of the town. All the 
article:? mentioned were a legal tender 
for debts with It penalty for the article 
sold, or the value thereof with costs.
The punishment of offenders was va
rious, such as "beech-seal," fines, &C!-, 
but the most disgraceful of all was to 
be compelled to embrace the Liberty 
Pole with both arms, time specified by 
the committee of inspection, or judges. 
There was again an e,ntire change of 
politics in 1778. It appears by the rec
ords that a warrant and notification fl)l 
a town meeting was sent from the 
Council at Bennington and a meeting 
held upon the same, when it was "voted 
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not to act agreeable to said warrant." I 
and the meeting was dissolved. 

In 1i79, after doing the customary 
town business, . 

"Voten., Lovell ·Bullock, Timothy 
Root, Henry l' berbaru a committee to 
defend the town against the pretended 
state of Vermont, and to represent the 
town in County Committee.". "Hen
ry Sherburn, Elliot and Hezekiah Stow-

ell" all violent "Yorkers were chosen 

to take special care of the powder and 
lead and other town stores," and the 
meeting adjourned to the next year. 

In 1780, a like meeting was held. 
There is the following record for 1781 : 

"Then all the people met together, 
that means to stand in opposition a
gainst the pretended state of Vermont, 
and acted on the following articles, viz: 

"Voted to defend themselve!> against 
the insults of the pretended state of 
Vermont." 

"Voted, Peter Briggs and William 
Bullock for a Committee to send to 
Charlestown Convention. t 

Veted that Hezekiah Stowell keep the 
names of those that are against said 
pretended state." 

Also, May 1782: 

,. Then the people met in general and 
voted to stand against the pretended 
state of Vermont until the deseision of I V t 
Congreas be known with lives and 
fortunes." 

"Voted to receive the instructions 
which carne from New York, &c. 

"Voted, and chose Henry Evans, 
Daniel Ashcraft, and Nathan Fitch. to 
forbid the constable acting. ' 

*See Slade's Vermont State Papers, p. 60. 

tState papers 128; also Part 2d, p. 60. 

*See part 2d, p. 78. 

These appear not to be regular meet
ings of the town, but of the Yorkers, 

who had gotten possession of the town 
books and stores by a majority of votes 

in 1778. They in turn exclun.ed the 
other party from the polls by force of 
arms. Frequently a company of York
ers came from Brattleboro to stand sen
try at their meetings, when skirmish
es ensued and hostile shots were ex

changed. 

The Whigs and Vermonters, also, 
kept up their system of govenment by 
regular and stated meetings, but their 
records were lost, as will he related 
hereafter. In their tnrn, they sent hos
tile scouting parties to Brattleboro to 
the assistance of their friends in that 
town. The Vprmonters had a sheriff in 
Guilford, and their party bad, also, a 
constable, who continued to collect 
taxes for the support of their cause.
Those friendly to the new state paid 
witbout compulsion; while the property 
of the Yorkers, both real and penlonal, 
was sold at the post for taxes. For 
that reason the committee before men
tioned was chosen "to forbid the con
stable acting," and their lioings were 
spread upon the l'ecords of the town, 
by proclamtion as follows: 

To all the officers of the civil au
thority under the pretended state of 

ermon : 

You are hereby forbid to proceed 
against any person, or persons that 
owns the jurisdiction of the state of 
New York, according to what is rec
commended in a handbill by Congress, 
bearing date June 2, 1780,' and we do 
hereby forbid the constable venduing 
those numbers hereby given him." (re
ferring to certain lots on the plan of 
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the town) "and we hereby forbid you 
on your apparel. 

Henry E.vens,*'} Comml'ttee
Dan Ashcraft, Ch 
:Nathan Fitch, osen. 

A true record,-Atte"t, 
Samuel Bixby, Town Clerk." 

The Yorkers held a like meeting in 
1783, April 29, and adjourned to their 
annual meeting, 17134t 

From 1778 to 1783, the town was 
governed principally by their former 
laws. Both parties had their ·~ommit
tees, and the Yorkers although in au
thority, could not govern the town, 
yet, in connection wlth the tories, pre
vented anything being done under the 
direction and ~(jvernment of the new 
itate.t In thi$ state of things, Ethan 
Allen arrived in town at the bead 

~ 100 Green Mountain Boys; but as we 
have already given an account of his 
proclamation and proceedings, we shall 
uot repeat them here.t 

From 1783 to 1791, no record of the 
proceedings of the town art> preserved. 
In l\cIareh of the year last mentioned, 
the town was for the first time, duly 
organized under the constitution and 
laws of Vermont. William Bigelow 
was chosen town clerk who came, 
peaceably into possession of the pa

I"'- pers and records of the town' that 
were to oe found. Traditon says. the 7 
years in which no records were kept, 
both parties held public and private 
meetings but that it was a perfect rule 
of arnachy. The Yorkers although 
they had the town books, oared. not re
cord their proceedings in them, and 

OR. Evens was one of the five who were 
banished alld their property con:fiscated. 

tSet' Gov. Chittellden's remollstrallce, &e" 
same page 183. 

18ee part second, p. 77. 
r" 

both parties kept secret their own re
cords. During this conful:>ionand jeal
ousy, one pal'ty stole the records of 
the other and hid them, together with 
their own, many deeds und proprietor'S 
papers, under the earth in the pound, 
in order to coneeal them from the oth
er. Tlere they lay thl'Ough some sad 
misfortune until they were totally spoil
ed. When discovered and dug up they 
could not be read. 

During that time the Yorkels hav
ing been so closely pursued by the wil
itary and civil authority of Vermont 
and their property, mostly confiscated 
Iled to the state of N ew York and set
tled on the grants made by that state 
to the New York sufferers. Almost a 
whole township, now called Bainbridge 
was first settled by emigrants from 
Guilford. This accounts for the flO rap
id decrease of the population from 1784. 

While the town was"independent of 
allY power superior to the tOWIl meet
ing as~embled, refugees from the neigh
boring states flocked into it, but when 
the law came, they fled. 

The violent Yorkers found but lit
tle peace under the energetic and per
severing measures of the State's attor
ney for Windham County. To him the 
people of Guilford are indebted for the 
establishment of lttw and order, with
out the effusion of blood, and the di"per
sion of the riotoue. Migratious have 
not only been westward, bllt north
wardandeastward. :NJost of the towns 
in the northern and middle parts of this 
state contain inhabitants from old Guil
ford. 

Although the town has decreased in 
population, it haR increased in opu
lence. Where one farmer now occu
pies and improves. formerly lived half' 
a dozen, or more; and you now see one 

1 
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15 VERMONT HISTORICAL lIiIAGAZINE. 1<respectsble dwellings, instead, of as 
many log-huts. 

Since 1791, there has been nothing 
remarkable in the history of the town. 
!From that time the inhabitants have sup
purted the character of free and inde
pendent farmers, very jealQus of their 
rights, and for many years noted for 
their strong prt~pos"eSSiOlL'i in favor of 
the political school of ,Jefferson. 

THE HON. BENJAMIN CARP~;NTlm. 

HOM. SAMUEL SHEPHARDSON, 

born ill 1757, was a useful member 6f 

society and had the honor of sitting as 

a member of the council sevel'al years. ~ 

He died in 1813. 


HON. WILLIAM BIGELOW, 

one of the first settlers of the town, 
always a father to the people j born in ~ 
1751; was a judge of the county court 1\ 
which office he held with good reputa ~ 
tiou to himself, and died in 1814. .. I 

~ 
~:waSya member of the first convention I*SAORED TO THE MEMORY 

In Vermont, held at Dorset in 1776. 

In those trying times with the brave 
sons of the Green ~fountaim, when 
they had not only to oppose the power_ 
ful State of New York, the claims of 
New Hampshirf' and Massachusetts, 
the torics and Yorkers at home, and 
the menacing threats of Congress, i 
abroad; but the powcr of his Majesty's 
legions· in war, 'that brave pa~riot with 
an ·allowancc c,f three dayb' provisions 
upon his back, would cross the Green 
Mountains on foot by mm'ked trees, to 
atl.end the legislature at Bennington, 
tor the purpose of devising ways and 
means of defense against, an the ene
mies of the state. 

As deligate to the Assembly, as a 
member of the Council of tiafety, as 
Lieut. Governor of the State, he deserv
'Cdly holds a conspicuous place in the 
early history of the State. 

GpOll a large whi·[e marble tomb
stOlle in the west pal't of Guilford, is 
the following inscriptillIl:* 

HON. JOHN SHEPARDSON 

born in 1718, was a finn patriot of the 
Revolution, and heM the offices of 
judge of the supreme court and mem
ber of the oouncil f()r several years. 
He died in ]813. 

I 
~ 

of he 
Hon. BENJ. CARPENTER, Esq. 

Born in Rehobeth, Mass. A. D. 1726, 

A magi.~trate ,in Rhode blandin 1764. 

Apnblic teacher of Tighte01l8ness. 

An able able advocate to h,is last /01' 
Democracy, ....,

And the e!J1wl rights of man. 

Removed to this town A. D. 1770. 

rvas a field o,fficer in the RevullttioTlary 

~I:ar. 

A founder of th efil ..~t constitution and 

gOt'crnment.of Vernwnt, 


A Councillor.if Censors in A. D. 1794. 


A member of the Council, aua Li~fl.t. 


Governol' nf the 8tate in A. D.177g. 


A firm [Jmfessor of Christianity in the 


Baptist church 50 years. Left fhi,~ 1f-lOrld 
 }
and 146 persons q/ lineal po.ltel'ity, 

4ilIarch, 29, 1804, 
.Aged 78 years, 10 11I(mths alld 12 days, 

1J)ith a stronf} 

Mind and full faith of a more 

.GZo1"io'Us state he, eafter. 

8tatnre about six feet-weight 200. 

Death had no terro.,. 

Among the early Ret.tlers of the town 
sinee 1796, might be mentioned the 
names of Hon. Royal Tyler, Hon. Ju. \. 

http:Councillor.if
http:gOt'crnment.of
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:Elliot, Ron. Richard'Vhitney, Hon. CHlUST'S CHURCH, 

Micah Townshend, Hon. Henry Soy- and on the 8th of May, 1819, the 
mour, Hon, Gilbert Dennison,. HOll. Congregational Society voted to unite 
Samuel Elliot, Hon. John Noyes, and with the Episcopal society, and invit
many others ofless note, who aremo~t- ed their minister, the Rev. A. L. 
ly identified with the history of the, Raury, to pet'form divine sel'vice at 

,state, but who have since removed \ their meeting-house, in the centre of 
from the town. . the tOl)"n. half of the time. An Episco-

Guilford was the birthplace of Hen- pal wci.ety was formed for that pur
ry Denison, Esq., the late poet of pose, and fJ. union of the two societies 
Georgia, also of the Rev. Wilbur Fi~k, was effe~ted, and so has covtinued to 
late president of the Wesleyan Univer- this time[1842J. 
sity at Middletown, Ct. 

THE REV. ROYAL GJRLEY 

was the first settled minister in Guil
ford. HI' was of the Congregational 
order, aud received the right of land 
reserved and located for that purpose. 
He was settled in the year 1775, and 
died soon after. He was a young man 
of science, much respected for his pious 
and aimable deportment. The second 
of the same order was the 

REV. HENRY WILLIAMS, 

THE EPISCOPAL MINISTERS, 

who hav<! officiated here are: 

The Rev. Alfred L, Baury from Sep
tember, 1820, to lay, 1822: 

The Uev. Samuel Shaw from 1822 
to 1831: 

The Rev.•Jacob Pearson from 1832 
to 1836: 

Tbe Rev. I,uman Footc 1837 to 
1838 : 

The Rev. John B. Pratt from 1838 

who wa" settled in 1779. Rev. Bunk-I to 1841. 
The present minsler.. IS (he Rev.or Gay of Hinsdale preached his ordi
:Frederick A. Wadlei.gh. [1842J nation sermon. The text was "Death 

in the pot." He was a violent Yorker This church cOJ.sists of about fifty 
aud when the town submitted to the communicants. 
state authority, be left with his politi- Tll E BAPTISTS 

callJretheren. The third, the are the most numerous sect. Among 
REV. ELIJAH WooI,AGE, the Elders "ho have had the care of 

wa~ settled in 1794, and dismissed in Ichurches in this town may 'be men
1799. The next of that order was the Itioned .F~lders Willis, Hicks. Suowe, 

REV. JASON CIIAl\IBERLAIN. 

He was settled in 1807, and in ]811. 
being elected professor of languages in 
the University Df Vermont, by his own 
request was dismissed. Afterwards, 
the Rev. Elijah Woolage return('d, and 
was received for a time, but dismissed 
in 1818. 

An Episcopal chureh was formed in 
the East parish, Nov. 8,1818, by the 
name of 

Allen, Packard, Leland. Bucklin, Wil
son, I.amb and Bruce. Their present 
minister,[1842,J is Elder :Milo Frarey. 

THE METHODISTS 

havc several classes and there are two 
ministers of this order in town: Rev. 
Asa Haynes, the Rev. John L. Smith. 
There is also, 

A UNIVl<~RSALIST SOCIETY 

here, 'and their present minister is the 
Rev. William N. Barb.eI'. 

9 
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There were formerly a'Very few ofIthe lands rece:v~d in 8~e.cie ~hich was 
the fanatic!ll sect called Dornlites here.* I lent by the" bIg admInlstratlOn of the 

The Congregation lists built the first town in 1ii7, to the rpcruiting officer!'l, 

meeting-bouse, the Baptists the second. for the purpose of tempting the soldier 

The Episcopal church was built and the to enlist into the service of his country. 

Methodist chapel more recently. In payment of the loans continental 
hills were received, which turDed outThe town has a neat and convenien t 
to he of little or no value. Small astown-house, built in 1821, and situated 
is the fund, it ha.s been of great use tonear the Centre. 
the town. 

VILLAGES. 
In 1818, a "Female Bible and 

There is a village at the west, one at, Prayer Book Society was established 
the south, one at the east, and one at for the purpose of distributing those 
the Centre of the town; th~ two lat~ precious books to the poor of tbe town, 
ter, much the largest, yet, neuher con- and at the same time a 
taining more than 25, or 30 houses. SUNDAY SCHOOl. 

EARLY PHYSICIANS. •• was formed, both of which are under 
Elijah 'Velch was the first physJCJan the Episcopal church. A lib;rary, con-

that settled in town. sisting of about 300 volumes, styled 
Simon Stevens and Dana Hyde were 

"GlJIU'ORl> SOCIAl, LIBRARY,"
the principle physicians for about forty 

'established in 1790, was sold at aucyears. 
tion, by vote of the society, il,l 1818. 

SCHOOLS. 

CUMATE AND LONGEVITY.The town is divided into 15 school 
districts in oo.ch of which is a school- Th~ air and climate are remarkably 
house convenient for teaching from 50 wholesome. The oldest people in the 
to 100 scholars. In them school.. are town cannot n,member any remarkable 
kept most of the year. season of l!l0rtality. :M:ost of the in-

The public school fund has amollnt ,habitants live to a good, old age, and 
ed to $210 yearly, arisi~g from the the physici.ans remark that n~t one to a 
lands. From that sum, deducting rents hundred ~le annually. It IS no~ un
of the propagation rights, $79, taken f'ommon ~n town for people to hye t·, 
up by the origLlal proprietors, leaves the age of 100 yeart'o 

$131 still annually in the treasury, a- THFJ AGItICULTUltE. 

rising from the glebe and school lots. The earth is naturally covered with 
The funds of the latter were nearly a deep, strong and rIch Boil, with a 
lost to tlte town as follows: In 1777, sufficient mixture of earths to make it 
the town voted to sell those lands a- warm, and, at the same time, to pre
"mounting to 350 acres lind put the vent its leaching. The hills make ex. 
money at interest for the benefit of cellent sweet pastures, and thA low 
schools. It was done, and the price of lands are fine for tillage The farms 

*A bl'nd of ludicrousCI'natlcs tl11't sprang consist of from 100 to 500 acres, eacll, 
up in Leyden Mass. and extended its conquests which keep through the year. from 10 
into some of the Windham County towns;- to 40 cows with other stock I'ufficient 
born in 1797, died in 1998.- See Thomp son',s:f1 h f h [; Of 1 
Gazetteer, Part II. pl'ge 20'2. or t e concerns 0 t e arm. lI.ter 



GGII..FORD. 

years some of the more wise havlI turn
ed their attention to the raising of 
sheep, for which the hills are best suit
ed. The land is naturally covered with 
maple, hemlock, walnut, beech, birch, 
ash, bass, butternut and elm. A few 
traces of black oak, locust and syca
more are found. The most useful tree 
is the 

MAPLE. 

The farmers take as much pains 

of this hill live some of the greatest 
daiI'y-farmers in town. There, yoU! 
lite}'ally see, "cattle upon a thousand 
hills." 

GEOLOGY OF THE TOWN. 

The rocks are principally mica slate,. 
lying in tight ledges, inte1'8persedi 
with strata of quartz, and running' 
frona I;orth to south. Impure garnetS> 
are plenty in the mica slate, and 80Dl&

to keep and preserve an orchard of gOl)d specimans of rock crystal have, 
maples as of apple trees, from whiclh been found. Quartz and schorl in va-· 
each manufactures from 50 to 2000 Its. rious mixture!! are found SOme having
annually, 1D0l"tly for their own tlse, but all the appearOfoo of lava. On the 
when plenty it becomes an article of east side of the town is a range of ar
commerce. Beside butter andcheese for gillaceous slate, which is manufactur
which the town is famous, it produces ed int.o roof and writing slate. Rolled 
beef, pork, poultry, and the finest of rocks of granate, from huge masses to 
horsesformarket. Wheatdoesnotgrow small pebbles, appelil on almost every 
well upon the old fIelds. Apples, pears, lot. On some few lots is limestOne, and 
peaches, plums,. cherries and quinces on others, bog iron ore, but neither 
grow and bear well. As the stumps sufficienty pure or plenty for manufac
and roots decay. some of the hills are ture. 
washed by the rains and have decrea8- A slight volcanic eruption i!'l said 
ed in value. The prudent farmel's have to have taken place here a few years 
set out shade trees upon their hills, ago upon the farm of Mr. Maxwell. 
which not only preserve the grass from Gneiss and hornblende slate, witb 
the scorching rays of the SUII, but the those mentioned compose the prinei
roots prevent the ground from washing. pal rocks in town. Rocks of all kinds 

FACE oJ.<' THE TOWNSHIP. 

Free from rocks, stumps and shrubs, 
most of the hills and vallies are smooth 

on the surface, and in summer present 
to the eyE' a most delightful scenery. 
The town is hilly, but not mountain
ous. Exct!pt Governor Mountain, near
ly the whole is subject to cultivation. 
East mountain, so called, extending the 
whole length of the town, north and 
south, is the largest hill. It is about 
one mile wide, deseending gl'ad ually 
to the east and south, and, e.-cept t.he 
bluffs on the west side, is cleared and 
eultivated. Even the west side is cov
ered ~ith excellent timber. On the top 

are not sufficiently plenty for the UIle

of the farmer without much expense. 
In the banks is found good sand, and 
in the low lands as "ure clay, perhaps, 
as any in Vermont. On the farm of 
Maj. E. Houghton, is a 

MINERAL SPRING, 

which is the resort of ,invalids, troubl
e,1 with scrofulous a.nd other cutane
ons diseases. 1tis 8i tuated in a pie('e of 
low, marlihy ground, and the water is: 
impreguJl.ted with magnesia, lime, sul
phur and iroI). The bubbles that arise
in the spring, On m~eti:Ilg a torch held 
upon the surface, will e:xp~ode with a 
fiame. 

11 
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MILL-PRrVJLICH:S. 

Green River is a rapid stream rlln
ning south through the west part of the 
township, and Broad brook, a smaller 
;<ltream, running east through the north 
part. There are two small streams, 
branches of Broad brook, which run 
north, one through the centre, and the 
other at the foot of the east mom;tltain 
011 the west side and emi/ty into Brog,d 
brook. On both the former are fine 
mill-priviliges and water suffieient at 
all seasons of the year. The banks and 
bottom of these streanr arE' clean, tht: 
waters limpid and they contain trout. 
Eels and su~kers are found in most 
the ponds; but not in plenty. 

There are now iu town: 1 paper-mill, 
I extensive tannery, 2 comb factories, 
2 oil mills, 2 grist-mills, 6 saw-mills, 
one clothier's works and carding,ma
chine, 4 stores and 4 taverns. A large 
c )tton factory, sitaated in the East 
Village, was burned in ] 820,.. 

STATISTICS OF 1840. 

Horses, 255; cattle, 2.312; sllee?, 
2.94S; swine, 790; wheat, bu. 920; 
barley, 1.94.0. oats, 4..630; ryc, 690; 
buck wheat, 30; Indian corn, 9.028; 
potatoes, 31.795; hay, tons, 3.438; 
sugar, lbs. 12.555; wool, 6.472, lbs. 
Population 1525. o. s. & J. B. P. 

The foregoing aecount is taken from 
Thompson's Gazetteer of the edition 
of 1'142 which account has already 
become one of the antiquities of the 
town. ]t was <tlmposed by two per
sons at'two different periods, the first 
article being written bv Cyprian Stevens 
a young lawyer'of Guilford, about the 
year 1820, and the remainder by the 
Rev. John B. Pratt, an Episcopal cler
gymau, which brought: the narrative 
down to 1840. We now pr(ipose 
to extend this notice to embrace the 

year 1868, which enters fally upon the 
second century of the settlement of the 
town. 

But before giving the few unimpor
items of later date, we think that 

might interest the reader to have a 
more detailed view than has yet been 
given of those of an earlier perion. 
To this end, w.e shall begin with the 
original charter of 1754, follow this 
with the charter of 1764, and then add 
some of the first proceedings nnder 
these charters together with incidents 
that may appear to be possessed of"'in
terest. By thh! means the reader may 
see the precise mfl.nner in which one of 
those extraordinary emanations of pop
ular freedom, the "corporate town," 
or township, has grown up from its 
fir8t initiation in the wilderness of a 
new country, and gradually assumed 
the form of regular government and 
established society. 

It was not in peace that the town was 
suffered to grow into shape: the obsta
cles inciflent to the opening of a new 
country were not the only obtacles that 
the firl'lt settlers had to contend with: 
but it wa.,g amid threatened Indian 
raids, Revolutionary disturbances and 
domestic '30nlhets of a peculiarly in
volved and perplexed cl.aracter that 
the foundations of their little munici
pality were laid. The v.ery act of. the 
government of New York in erecting 
the district and country to which they 
belouged into a county, called Cum
berland County, at one time being re
voked by the King-and Council,S and 
again being re-established by them walO 
accompanied by so much uncertainty 
and indecision as to leave the inevita
ble rc.isapprehensions on the part of the 
people; and then sub~qllently, the fair 
promises. but faint execution with 
which New York maintained her juris
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diction, and the wavering and evasive 
course pursued by Congress, together 
with the new and strange assumption 
of authority on the part of "the new 
state," all tended to confuse and dis
tract society and render the organiza
tion a work of peculiar difficulty: a 
bare retlection of this difficulty will be 
!leen in the proceedings of the town
meetings sometime.>, where these pro
ceedings seem glowering with the iIl
suppressed hostility of oppositc par
ties. Yet, it can be clearly perceived 

State of Vermont." But while they 
warmly aided the Hevolutionary war 
of the Colonies' they were hardly pre
pared for that other revolution withiD< 
a revolution-the independence of the 
Grants; their material interests haa 
become too intimately involved. 
Events, however, have thus far shown 
that that second revolution was fortu
nate and appropriate to the eondition 
of things. *' *' *' 

THE ORIGINAL CHARTER-

Province of George II b.y the 
that this contlict arose from 110 disru p-, New Hampshire grace of God of 
tive spirit of antagonism existing in. Great Britain 

the community it;;,elf. but from the I France & Ireland King, Defender of 

want of a clear and definite course OIl Ithe faith et.-
the part of the superior authorities to To all persons to whom these 
which the town was subject. Society presents shall Come Gr~eting Know 
in America was Ulld('rgoillg a change; Ye thatWe of our Especial Grace 
it was letting go the hold of the past certain Knowledge and mere Motion 
and groping its way with uneertniney for the due Encouragement of Settling 
into the untried future. Beset by the a New Plantation within our aid 
claims of rival authorities to its allegi- Province by & with the Ad, ice of Ol~'

• snce finding itself oppressed 'with the Truly & well beloved BENNING 
confusion and arnachy thus occasioned, WENTWORTH, Esq. our Goveru
the town at times, acted fot' itself as an 
independent co~ony,just as the Grants 
themselves subsequently did when they 
set l,lp to be a new state; but sensible of 

or & Commander in Chieff of our 
Said Province of New Hampshire in 
America and of our Council of the .sd 
Province HAVE upon the Conditions 

the limited extent of its dominion, it & Heservations hereafter made Given 
appeared willing to transfer its allegi- & Granted and by these Presents for 
allce to that party which might have the Us our Heirs & Successors Do Give & 
best original claim to it; in perfect ac- Grant in Equal Shares unto our Lov
COld with, and even in advaI,lce of the ing Sujects Inhabitants of our ~d Prov
general sentiment of the day in respect ince of New Hampshire and his 
to throwing off the yoke of the moth-I Majesty's other Goverments and to 
er country, as will appear by the re-j their heirs &. Assigns fOl' Ever 
markable proceedings, July 5, 1775, whose names are (;ntel'ed OIl the 
they were forward in shewing their loy- f Grant to be Divided to and amoogst 

I 
al deffererrce to the ~uthority of the.,· them into Sixty fonr Equal Shares, 
Continental Congress, and would have All that Tract or Parcel of land Situ
readily complied with whatever decls- ate lying & being ,within our Province

" ion that new power might have 'made, of New Hampshire containing by Ad
whether in favor of New Hampshire, measurement twenty three thousand & 
New York, or eVl}n "the pretend(:'d forty Acres which tract is to contain 

13 
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Six Miles Square and no more; Out ofItive heirs & Assigus upon tha follow
which an Allowance is to be made for 
Highways & ullimprovable lands, by 
Hoc,ks, Mountains, Ponds & Rivers 
Qne thousand & forty Acrel! free ac
cording to a plan thereof made & pre

. aented by our Sd Governors orders and 
hereuuto Annexed Butted & Bounded 
3S follows Viz, Beginning at the South 
East Corner of Halifax at a stake in 
the Province Line thence running Six 
Miles due ]<~ast to the South West Cor
nerof Hinsdell, thence due Nvrth Six 
Miles . to the N orth West Corner of 
Hinsdell, thence due West by Brattle
boro Six Miles to the North East Cor
ner of Halifax aforesaid, thence dne 
South Six Mpes by Halifax to the 
Bounds first mentioned'-and that the 
same 'be and hereby is Incorporated 
into a Township by the Name of 
Guilford and that the Inhabitants that 
Do or shall hereafter Inhabit said 
Township are hereby declared to he 
Enfranchised with & Instituted to all 
.& every the Privilges & Inlmunities 
that other towns within our sd Prov
inceby Law Exercise & Enjoy, and 
that the first Meeting for the ChOICe of 
Town Offieers, agreeablc to the ~aws 
of our sd Province Shall be held On 
the second Tuesday in May next which 
meeting shall be Notified by .John 

ing Conditions Viz, 

Tl.at Every Grantee his Heirs shall 
Plant or Cultivate five Acres of Land 
within the term of five Years for every 
fifty Acres contained in his or their 
share or proportion of Land in Sd 
TownshIp and Continue to improve 
& Settle the same by Additional Culti
vation in penalty of Forfeiture of his 
Grant or Share in sa Township and its . 
reverting to his Majesty his ~eirs & 
Snccessors to be by him or them re
granted to SItCh of his Subjects as shall 
Effectually Settle & Cultivate the same 

That all White & other Pine Trees 
within the Sd Township fit for Masting 
Onr Royal Navy be carefully preserv. 
ed for that Use and none to be cut or 
felled without bis Majesty's ES}Jecial 
Lieence for so doing first had & ob
tained. upon the Penalty of the For
feiture of the Right of snch Grant his 
Heirs or Assigns to ns our Heirs & 
Successors as well as being subject to 
the Penalty of any Act 01' Acts of 
Parlament' that now are or hereafter 
shall be Enacted. 

That befol'e any Division of the Sd 
Land, be made & amongst the Grantees 
a Tract of Land as near the Centre of 
the Township as the Land will admit 

Chandler, jun' Esq who is hereby also of shall be reserved & 1\;Iarked out for 
appointed the Moderator of the first Fair Lotts one of which shall be allot
Meeting which he is to Notify & Gov

ern agreeable to the Laws & Custom 
Qf our sd.Province: and also the An
nnal Meeting for Evet' hereafter for the 
Choiee of such Officet's of sd Town 
shall be held the firflt Tuesday in March 
Anuually TO HAVE & HOLD Sd 
Town Tract of Land as above Express
ed Together with all the Priviledg

<IS Appurtenences to them Respec

ted to Each Grantee of the Contents 
of one acre yelding and paying there 
for to lIS our Heil's & Successors for 
the space of ten Years to be computed 
from the Date hereof, the rent of one 
Ear of Indian Corn on the first day of 
January Annually if Lawfnlly De
manded the first Payment to be made 
on the January next Ensuing the Date 
hereof namely on the First Day of 
J annary that will be in the Year of our 

--_. 
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Lord Christ one thousand seven hun
...Ired & sixty four one Shitling Proc
a.mation money for every hun(lred 
Acres he so owns settles or Pos
-sesses and so improves or for a 
Greater or Lesser Tract of the sd 
Sd Land: which Money shall be paid 
by the respective Person above sd 
their Heirs or Assigns in our Council 
,Chamber in Portsmollth or to such 
{)fficer or Officers as shall be appointed 
to receive the same and this to be 
.in Lieu of all other Rent & services 
whatsoever IN TESTIMONY here
·of' We have Caused the Seal of our 
Province to be hereunto affixed. 

'Vitness BENNrNG ,VENTWORTH Esq., 
our Governor & Commander in Chieff 
·of our Sd Province the Second Day 
of April in the Year of our Lord Christ 
1754 and in the '27th Year of his 
1\>1ajesty's Reign 

By his Excellency'S Command 
BENNING ,\VENTWORTff 

With advice of Council Province 
·of New Hampshue April 2 1754 

THEODORE ATKINSON SECY 

Entered & recorded in the Book of 
'Charters for the Province aforesaid 
Page 197 198 199 per Theodore Atkin. 
'son Secy. 

Upon the back of the charter is the 
following: 

The Names of the Grantees of 
the Town of Guilford: i 

Elijah Wiliiams, Seth Dwight, II 

David Field, Samuel Field, William 

l\>Iorris, !la.thers CIE'ssen, Eleazer 

Hawks, Eleazer Barnard, .Joseph Bar
-nard, Obediah Dickinson, Samuel 
Bam~rd'.iJun. Charles Coates, James 
1\>1orrIs, Salah Barnard, Samuel Par
tridge, .John Ames, David 'VeIls, 
Aaron Scott, John Allen, Jun., Rich
·ard Crouch, John Chandler, Gardner 

Chandler, John Chaiiwick James Boyd 
John Curtis, John Chadwick, Jun.. 
:Nahum Willard, Benjamin Green. 
Nathaniel Green, Timothy Paine, 
Benjamin Eager, Peter Green, Samu
el Williams, John Curtis, Jun., Eben
ezer Cutler, George Bruce, Asa Flagg, 
Samuel Mower, John Boyden, John 
Chandler, Jr., Samuel Wentworth of 
Boston, Benjamin Pollard, Jonathan 
Martin, Jun., Elisha Higgins, John 
Billings,Thoms Warren, Philip 'Whee
ler, Ira Carpenter, Samuel Carpenter, 
Leonard Janis, Theodore Atkinson, 
Richarrl Wibird, Daniel Warner, His 
Excellency Benning Wentworth, Esq., 
a Tract of Land to Contain five hun
dred acres which is [,0 be laid out in 
one body, one whole share for the In
corporated Society for the Propaga
tion of the Gospel in foreign parts; one 
whole share for the first settled Minis
ter of the Gospel in Said Town; one 
whole share for a Glebe for the Minis
try of the Church of England as by 
Law Established-Caleb Howe, John 
'Wentworth, Joseph Blanchard, Eleaz. 
Williams, William Rawson Jun., Wm. 
Johnson. 

Entered and recorded with the Origi
nal Charter on the other side, the 2(1 

of April 1754 Book of Charter page 
199 200. 

"pr Theodore Atkinson Seey 

TilE CONFIRMATORY CHARTER, 

which with the ~rigjnal charter is care
fully preserved m the town records is 

as follows: 
"Province of New Hampshire 

GEORGE THE THIRD by 
the Grace ot God of Great Britain 
Franee and Ireland King Defender of 
the Faith &c 

To all whom these presents shall 
come GREETING 

15 
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"WHEREAS our late Royal grand- ing to the Incident that has prevented 
father King George the Second of Glo- a Complyance with the said Charter 
dOllS memory, did of His special Grace according to the Intent and meallingof 
llnd mere motion for the Encourage
ment 'of settling a new plantation in 
our said Province of New Hamp
shire by his letters Patent or Charter 
under the Seal of our said Province dat
ed 2d day of April 1754, and in the 
twenty sixth year of His Majesty's 
Reign grant a tract of land equal to 

the same 
[N TESTIMONY whereof we have 

Caused the Seal of our said Provinee 
to he hereunto affixed Witness Ben
ning Wentworth Esq. our Governor 
and Commander in Chief of our Prov
ince aforesaid the 20 day of March in 
the ye:r of our Lord Christ 1764 in 

Six Miles sguare bounded as thereIn the fourth year of Dis A-Iajesty's Reign 
expressed to a number of our Loyal 
~ ubjects, whose Names are entererl on 
the same, to hold to them their Heirs 
or Assigns on the conditions therein 
declared to be a town corporatl.' by the 
Name of Guilford as by Reference to 
the said Charter may more fully ap
pear. 

AND WHEREAS the said Grantees 
have represented that by the Interven
tion of an Indian war since making 
the said Grant it has been Impractica
ble to Comply with and fulfill the Con
ditions and humbly Supplicated us not 
to take Ivlvautage of the breach of the 
conditions, but to Lengthen out and 
grant them some Reasonable time for 
Performance thereof after the Imped
iment shall cease. 

Now KNOW Yee that we being wil
ling to promote the end proposed have 
of our further grace and Favuur sus
pended .our claim of the }'orfieture 
w'ch the said Grantees may have In
curred, and by these Presents do grant 
unto the said Grantees their Heirs and 
and Assigns the term of one year from 
the 1st January 1775 for Performing 
and fulfilling the conditions, matters 
and things by them to be done, which 
term is to be renewed annually if the 
same impediment remains untill Plena
ry instructions shall he received relat-

By his Excelleney's Council 
B. WENTWORTH 

with advice of Council 
T. Atkinson Jun Secy 

Province of New Hampshire 
June 8th 1764 recorded in the first 

book of Charters P 463 
P. Atkinson Jun Secy 

~ARLY PROCEEDINGS OF THE PROPRIE

TORS UNDER THEIR CHARTER. 

, 'Winchester 
,July 14th 1761 at a legal meeting 

of the Proprietors of the township of 
Guilford in ye province of New Hamp
shire being duly warned & met agreea
bleto an act made empowering to call 
meetings on the Hth July 1761, ye 
.(lroprietors proceeded & made choice 
of Capt Samuel Hunt for moderator 
of the meeting 

2 Voted and made choice of David 
Field propl'ietors clerk 

3d Voted to accept of Capt Nath'l 
Dwights Plan of ye fifty acre Loti> 
laid out by him 

4 Voted to drawye Lots 

5 Voted to adjourn ye meeting to 
ye tirst tuesday in august to meet at 
Northfield at ye house of Capt Samuel 
Hunts at 10 of ye Clock in sd day 
test Samuel Hunt moderator 
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August ye 4th 1761 then ye proprie
tors of Gilford met at ye time and 
place to which ye meeting was ad
jonrned 

11y Voted to Raise a tax of 5 dollars 
on Each Right to pay the cost of Lay. 
ing out ye Lots on sd township & 
clearing and making what Roads shall 
be thought proper & other contingen
cies 

21y Voted & chose Elijah Williams 
Esq. & Messrs Eli Barnard & David 
Field Assessors 

3d Voted & chose Capt Sam'l Hunt 
Treasurer 

4th Voted.& chose Micah Rice Col
ector 

51y Voted to Layout what now 
Remains in Common in sd township 
in hundred acre Lot':l 

6 Voted and chose Capt Nathan 
Willard David Field & Asa Rice to be 
a committee to Lay Ol1t sd Land 

71y Voted that any five of ye Pro· 
prietors by applying to ye Clerk by a 
writing under their hands desiring a 
meeting of sd Prop' ietors setting forth 
ye time place and articles to be acted 
upon in sd meeting & the Clark setting 
up notifications in Gilford Brattlebury 
& Northfield fourteen days before "d 
meeting shall be a good & Legal warn
ing untill ye Proprietors of sd town 
gilford shall determine otherwise 

8th Voted to dismiss this meeting 
Test Samuel Hunt Moderator 

Greenfield Decem ye 23 1761 

at a Legal meeting of the proprietors 
of Gilford Elijah Williams Esq was 
chosen moderator of the meeting 

21y that house Lot number sixty three 
be seque;,tened for a school in said 
town and that there be one full share 

of Land not yet drew for Left for sd 
use viz three hundred acre Lots 

3 Voted thaI Capt N atha1l Willard 
Esq Levi Goodman John Inswell :Mi
Clih Rice & Lieut J ohnathan Dicker
man be a committee & Layout such 
Rhodes as are necessary in ye township 
of gilford and report to ye proprietors 
there doings ther~on as soon as may be 
ye above said road~ are to be Laid as 
near -ye centre of sd township from 
south to ye north as may be & a Iso from 
ye west part of ad township toward ye 
grate river as near ye centre of ye town
ship as the nature of ye ground will 
admit of 

4 Whereas at, a former meeting it ... 
was voted to Layout ye common or 
undivided Land in gilford into hundred 
acre Lots now voted to draw three hun
dred acres to ea('h propriet{)r at the 
same time making a reserve for Roads 
wherever they shallJ>e Laid in ad town 
with out any consideration to the own· 
er of such Lott or Lots where any 
Rhode or Rhodes IIUty be Laid viz the 
two rhodes now voted to he Laid out 
the votes on ye loose paper here to be 
entered 

5 ~he tickets or numbers of the Lot 
being prepared voted to draw ye same 

6 Voted yt ye chainmen be allowed 
4s pr Day 

7 Voted yt Elijah Williams Esq Eb 
Barnard & David Field be a commit
tee to Receive & pass accounts & give 
orders ou ye Treasurer for ~re payment 
of ye same 

IWjah Williams Mod 

"Greenfield Deeember 16th 1762 
at a Legal meeting ye proprietors of 
Gilford Elijah Williams Esquire was 
chosen moderator then voted to Ad

~he meeting to the House of Da
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vid Field of Brookfield there to meet Icommittee to audit accounts with ye 
at nine a Clock in ye morning the treasurer 

next day having met Voted that Mr Saml Allen Mr Da
ht. they voted and made chuice of vid Goodenoug N aLhaniel Smith Dea

Capt Samuel Hunt David Goode- con Wm Nichols Josiah Allen be a 
nough to be a Comt' to --Layout a committee to vieuw ye Lot No 40 viz 
Road through ye town of Gilford from ye house Lot and see if they can find 
the East side to the West side of sd a convenient place for a meeting-house 
township as neal' the centre as may be 
and make return of ye same at ye next 
meeting 

2ly Voted and made choice of David 
Field and Major Selah Barnard to be a 
committee to vieuw and Layout a Road 

from the south to the north Line of 
Gilford as near to the centre of Sd 
township as may be with convenience 
and make return of their doings at ye 
next meeting 

3ly voted and made choice of Elijah 
Williams Esq :Mess Ebenezer Barnard 
& David Field to confer and determine 
what articles shall be acted upon in 
in their next meetG'tg in order to com
plete the bettlement of ye sel town of 
Gilford and that the Clark be de~ired 
tn publish the same in the Boston 
weekly newspaper three weeks suc(',es
sively 

Elijah Williams mod'r 

Brattle Bury Sept 14 1763 at a 
Legal meeting of ye proprietors.of ye 
township of Gilford Elijah Williams 
Esq was chosen moderator 

2ly David Field was chosen propri
etors Clerk 

3 Voted that Elijah Williams Esq be 
added to the committee formerly chose 
to vieuw and Layout a road from ye 

north and south side of Gilford & also 
vot.ed yt Mr Allen be added to ye 

-- field and Burying-place and make 
Report at this meeting Viz at ye ad
journment 

Voted the Clark 1:>e desired to pur
chase two books one for the treasurer 
and one for the proprietors Clark 

Voted that ye Collectors be desired 
to post all of those Rights of Land 
that have not yet paid t.heir taxes in 
order for sale to pay ye taxes Laid on 
Sd rights 

Voted to adjourn this meeting to ye 
17th of Sept at 10 a Clock then to 
meet at Joseph Stebbins in Hinsdale 

October 17th 1763 ye proprietors of 
Gilford met at ye time and place to 
which ye meeting was adjourned and 
then upon hearing ye Report of ye 
committees before chosen to vieuw ye 
ground in order for Laying out Rhodes 
it was thought advisable to Escablish no 
Rhodes therefore voted that Josiah 
Allen Micah Rice Nathaniel Smith 
David Goodenough & David Scott be 
a committee to elear and do what else 
is necessary upon .the rhode Leading 

from fort Dummer unto Gilford and 
also from ye South East corner of Gil
ford to go a course yt will bring them 
as nea.r the centrf of Gilford as may 
be and further 

Voted that those who have or may 
btl paid out of the next tax it shall be 

committee formerly choose to Layout raised on ye proprietors or any, other 
ye Road East & West through ye town Rhodes if shall be made to IlCCOmm(l-

Voted that Mr Josiah Allen John date the present settlers untill ye pro
Arms and Deacon Wm Nichols be a prietors order otherways 

http:proprietors.of
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~ Voted that those that shan work 5 Chose Daniel Williams Hezekiah 
at ye Rhodes shall be allowed in the Howe David Goodenough & Joel Cut
lall 2 8 8d pr day and in the summer leI' Constables 
3s pr day and if any person who shall. 6 Josiah Allen Hezekiah Stowel 
work at ye roads does not perform a Josiah ~cott Othniel Wilkins and Sam
<lays work he shall be allowed no more !leI Bixby CommissiQners for Laying 
than ye committee thinks proper out Highways 

Voted that Colonel Josiah Willard 7 Jotham Bigelow Micah Rice 
and Mr Daniel Jones both or either of Silas Rice David Steel Jeams and Ba
them be desired to get ye charter of, con fence viewers 

Gilford Renewed by prerering It .peti-! 8 Hezkiah Stowell field DrivE'r 

tion to ye ~o.er~~r a~d conned or· 9 Hezekiah Stowell Pound Keeper
Newhampshire petItion In behalf of ye 
proprietors for that purpose 10 Josiah Allen Collector 

Micah Rice Dr to a ticket 0 12 0 i 11 ThomaR Town Treasurer 

12 Edmund Bemis Gad Smith Joel 
Cutler and John Barney surveyors and 

Abishai Rice Dr to a ticket 0 12 0 

Oliver Harris Dr to a ticket 0 12 0 
overseers of the highway 

David Field cash for oue 0 12 0 
13 Zephaniah Shepherdson Hezeki

Levi Goodenough Dr to a ticket 0 12 0 
ah Stowell and John Barney overseers 

.John Frisse) Dr to a ticket 0 12 0 of poor 
Eb Barnard Dr to a ticket p' Field( do) 14 Daniel Boyden Paul Chase Thom_ 
Lt Billings Dr to a ticket 0 12 0 as Cutler and David Stowell swine 
David Wells Dr to 4, tickets £ 2 8 0 CODst.ltbles 

The foregoing is a correct copy of 8! 15 Asa Rice Sealer of Weights and 
loose leaves of a small memorandum·1 measures 
book in the town Clerk's office of Guil- 16 David Stowell Sealer of Leather 
ford, copied, by Rodney n. Field, 17 Voted that sheap rams should 

August 28, 1860. not go at large from the first of Sep-
THE I;'lHST TOWN-MEETING. tembe]' to the middle of November 

The first record of any regular meet-\ next 
ing held in the town is dated: 18 Voted that swine should go at 

"May ye 19th 1772 Then the free large this year 
holders and other' Inhabitants of the 19 Adjourned Sd meeting to the 
Tl'act of Land called Guilford in the third Tuesuay in May next 
County of Cumberland and Province John Shepherdson District Clerk 
of New York met together agd by a 

"May 18 ye 1773 Then the free
majority of votes made choice of: 

holders and other Inhabitants of the 
"1 Samuel Williams Esq Modera-I District of Guilford in the County of 

tor of Sd meeting • New York met together and by a ma
2d John Shepherdson Town Clerk Ijority of votes made choice of 

3 John Barney Supervisor : 1 David Joy Esq moderator of Sd 
4 John Shepherd.~on William Bul-I meeting 

lock & Othniel Williams Assessors , 2 Thomas Cutler Town Clerk 

19 
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3 John Barney Supm visor 

4 Samuel Nichols Treasurer 

5 LoveD Bullock and Jotham Bige
10 Collectors 

6 Benjamin Carpenter Esq William 
Bullock and, John Shepherdson As
sessors 

7 Paul Chase Joel Cutler Zephani
ah Sheph"rdson and Silas Rice con
stables 

8 Asa Rice Samuel Nichols Esq 
John Shepherdson Thomas Cutler 
John Ranney Commetiess for Laying 
out Highways 

9 Zephaniah Shepherdson Daniel 
Lynde Dr David Stowell Jeama Cutler 
William Ramsdale Paul Chase Over
seers d'the Highways 

1.0 John Barney Hezekiah Stowell 
Zephaniah Shepherdson Overseers of 
the poor 

11 Hezekiah Stowell Pound Keeper 
and E'ield Driver 

12 Samuel Melody Giles Robard 
Gad Smith Samuel Curtis Fence 
Viewers .f 

13 Francis Rice Seth Rice Daniel 
Lynde and Seth Gooding Swine Con
stables 

14 Voted that swine be shut up and 
notgo atlarge this year 

15 Adjourned to the Thurd Tues
day in Jnne at three o'clock afternoon 

PI' John Shepherdson District Clerk 

On the adjournment of the annual 
meeting which was in June ye 15th 
1773 after opening the meeting firstly 
made choice of Othniel 'Wilkins Town 
Clerk of sd meeting 

Secondly voted to Dismiss Jotham 
Bigelow from serving in the office of 

Collector Lieut John Shepherds on to 
serve in his place Sd meeting adjourn

ed to the third Tuesday in May next 
at the Meeting House 

May the 17th 1774 Then thefree
holders and other Inhabitants of the 
town of Guilford 
Cumberland and 

in the County of 
Province of New 

York meet together and by a 
of the yotes made choice of 

majority -
1st Samuel Nichols Esq 

of sd meetinl!' i 
Moderator 

2d Elijah Welch Town Clerk 

3d Lovewell Bullock Supervisor 
4th Elijah Welch & Timothy Root 

Assessors 

5th William I\ullock and John Bar
nard Collectors 

6th John Shepherdson & Hezekiah 
Stowell f'verseers of the Poor 

7th John Shepherdson David Good
enough John Barney Committee for
Laying out Highways 

8th Benjamin Carpenter Othniel Wil
kins Jr Abel Rice Ichabod Packer Tim
othy Root Francis Rice & James Ba
con Overseers of the Highways 

9th Abijl.l.h Rogers & Samuel Curtis-
Fence viewers .•10 Stephen Shepherdson Manasah 
Bixby David Stowell John Barber 
Conshtble 

11 William Bigelo John Ricke] 
Sam'l Allen and Ebenezer Toby Hogg 
Constables 

12 Voted hoggs shall be shut up """' 
13 Hezekiah Stowel Pound Keeper 
The meeting adjourned to thursday 

the 26th Ilf 1\-1ay 1774 

"May 2tlth AD 1774 Then met to
gether according to adjournment and 

1st Dismis~ed Willlam Bullock"from 
serving as Collector and made choice 
of Micajah Rice to serve in his room 

2d Joel Cutler serves Con~table for 
John Barber lastly 
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Chose Thomas Cutler Assessor 

The meeting adjourned to the third 
. 1:'uesday in May 1775 

pr Elijah Welch Town Clerk 

Guilford May ye 6th AD 1776 

Then this Town meet together ae
-cording to request and 

i

1st Made choice o.f Samuel Nichols 
Esq Moderator of said meeting 

21y Elijah Welch Town Clerk 

3d Voted to let none vo.te for Com
mittees town o.fficers &c but ~uch as are 
qualified according to the Direction of 
the Honorable Co.ntinental Congress 
.and made choice of Israel Gurley 'Tim
{)thy Root and Hezekiah Stowel for a 
C~ommittee to.inspect Rnd see that thert' 
is lio. other that vote but such as are 
'lualified 

4 l\Iade choice of Samuel Nichols 
Esq Israel Gurley Deacon Tho.mas 
Cutler and Levi Goo.denough to. serve 
this Town as a Committee o.f inspec
tion or safety 

5 Made choice of Deacon Tho.mas 
Cutler James Baco.n Levi Bullo.ck Ith

.amer GOOdenough Zephaniah Shep
henIso.n Hezekiah Nathaniel Carpen
ter David Stowel John No.yes Silas 
Cutler and Jo;:.eph Dexter surveyors o.f 
Highways 

6 Made choice of .Asa Rice and Da

shall be laid o.pen by the tenth day of 
,November Next and that any Perl'on 
Inay throw down Bars and fences o.f 
those who neglcet to fence o.ut the Rode 
and the owner of such Lots and inclo.
snres shall sustain the Damage with
out any redress after the date above sd 

11 Made choice of Samuel Nichols 
Esq Town Treasurer 

12 Made cho.ice o.f Jo.hn Barney 
Edward Boughton and Capt William 
Bullock Assessors 

13 Made choice of Simeo.n Edwards 
and James Cutler Co.llectors of To.wn 
Rates 

14 Voted that slieep and ho.ggs Shall 
no.t run at large 

15 Made cho.ice of James Barney 
Elijah Welch Benjamiu Chase and 
Daniel Edwards Hogg Constables 

16 Yoten to pay Benjamin Carpen
ter his expense money that he has ex
pended li.t Westminster as a deligafe 
for the town 

17 Voted to adjourn this meeting to 
the first lUonday in May next at nine 
o'CIo.ck in the morning 

Attest :Elijah Welch Town Clerk 

Guilfo.rd Jnne 3d 1776 

The lown of Gulford met being 
J.Jcgally warned and 

vid Goodenough overseers of the Poor I 1 Made choice of Samuel Nichols 

7 Made choice of Hezehiah Stowel Moderator 
2 l\fade choice of Samuel Nichols sealer of weights and measures 

8 David Stowel Joel Cutler aud IEsq first Committee Man for the Coun

Stephen Shepherdson a Committee for 
laying out Highways 

9 Voted that those men who have 
blocked. up the Roads by falling Trees 
Qr any other way sh&,ll clear them on 
their own cost 

10 Voted that all roads laid out by 
a Committee chosen for that purpose 

ty Samuel Gurley 2d Ditto 

3 And made choieee of Simeon 
Edwards and ElijaIJ Welch Town 
Committee in,their places sd meeting 
Dysolved 

pr Elijah Welch Tcwn Clerk 

The Town of Guilford met together 
and first made choice of Samuel Nic

21 
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ols Esq Moderator of sd Meeting 

(~'Guilford July ye 5th 1776" date for 
before two last lines of the last page.) 

It was put to vote to see if we should 
Raise a Bounty for the soldiers that are 
aBed for Now and it. was voted that 
we 8hould by subscription and that it 
should be recorded in the town book 
and what each man subscribed 

3d was voted that the committees' 
Clerk should Record the proceedings 
of)his meeting and make a return of 
it to the Town Clerk 

4 it was voted that we should make 
up the bounty of _ each man Fonr 
Pounds Bay money 

5th they Rescinded the 2d Vote of 
this meeting and vo'ted it should be 
raised by a Rate 

6 Voted the Constable of Safety of 
the Town of Guilford shall see who 
ol,lght to pay Rates to make up this 
Bounty for the soldiers and who 
ought not 

7th Voted to Choose a Committee 
to Raise this money for the Bounty 
aforesd' and chose Esq l'Iichols Capt 
John Barney and Paul Chase 

8 Voted to I~aise Ten Men to go 
into the service of this Colony 

9 Voted that Capt Barney stand a 
Committee Man to go to Brattlebor
ough with some of the Comwittee in 
order to send for Fire Arms aud pow
der and send by Col Smith 

Ii true copy of the Proceedings of 
sd Meeting 

LeVI Goodenough Com't Clerk 

pr Elijah Welch Town Clerk 

Feb 20th 1777 the Town of Guil
ford met together according to request 

first made choice of Maj Shepherd
son Moderator of sd meeting 

2 Voted to adjourned to the house of 
Hezekiah Stowel 

3 Voted to choose a Committee of 
Nine Men to state th~ Price of Labor 
Provisions Mercantable Goods &c and 
to make to -the Town for their appro
bation and made choice of Capt John 
Barney John Noyes Levi Goodenough ""'" Timothy Root Adam Whiting Hezeki
ah Stowel Daniel Wilkins Deac Thom
as Cutler and Peter Briggs for the a
bove Committee 

4th made choice of John Noyes 
County Committee man and voted to 
adjourn this meeting to the 6th of 
March one o'clock afternoon 

March 6 milt according to adjourn
ment and first on Maj Shepherdson be
ing absent made choice of John Noyes 
Moderator in his stead and the com
mittee above sd Proceeded and made 
report to the Town as follows 

...., 
Viz, Good merchantable wheat shall 

not exceed 60 cts pr Bu 

Good Rye shall not exceed 40 cts 
pr Ditto 

Good Indian Corn 30 cts pr Ditto 

Oats 18 cts pr Ditto 

Peas and Bea.ns 60 cents pr bushel 
each 

Good YaBow Potaters shall not in 
the Spring exceed 20 cts pr Bushel 

Spannish Potaters '16 in the Spring 

Good Flax Seed shull not ezceed 60 
pr Bushel 

Good salt shall not exceed 10 c pr 
Bushel allowing one Penny a mile per 
Bushel for Land carriage from the POI' 
of Delivery &c 

Good West India Rum and New 
England Rum and molasses and Mus
covado sugar shall be sold on the same 
as they are stated in the New England 
States 
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Jfarming Labors in the summer sea
Ilon shall not exceed 30 cts pr day and 
so in usual proportion at other seasons 
of the year and the labor of Mechanies 
and Tradesmen and other Labor to be 
computed according 10 the wages and 
customs that hath been Practiced a
mong us computed with farming labor 

Pork weighing from Five to seven 
score at 3 cts pr llb from 7 score to ten 
3t cts Pound and all above Ten Score 
4 cts 

Good Grass Beef of the best quality 
shall not exctled 24 -- (illegiLle) and 
80inP roportion for Stall fed Beef and 
Likewise Beef. of an inferior quality 

Raw Bides shall not exceed 3 cts pr 
lb 

Good well tau ned Sole L.eather shall 
not exceed 14c pr Ib 

Mens Neat Leather Shoes of the 
best sort shall nllt exceed 90 cts pr pair 
and other shoes in proportion accord
ing to their qnality 

Good merchantable Wool shall not 
exceed 20c per lb 

Good merchantable Flax shall not 
exceed 1s pr lb 

Good Y d wide Tow Cloth shall not 
eXf'eed 28 10d pr yd and so in propor
tion to its width and quality 

Coarse Linning to be computed after 
the rate of Tow Cloth 

~ Good Striped Flannel shall (not)ex
:-;"'" 

ceed 360 pI' Y d and other Flannels ac
cording to their widdth and quality 
the other woolen cloths in like propor
tion 

GooiJ Merchantable Bay in the Cot 
shall not &xceed (illegible) pr tun and 
in the spring36s pr tun 
Good cheese shall not exceed 5c pr lb 

Good Butter shall not exceed 19c 
per Ib 

'fallow shall not exeeed 18c (or 8.~ . 
prlb 

Hogs Fat shall no exceed 17 cpr ld 

Good Pine B.)ards clear stuff shall 
not exceed '36 (?) PI' Thousand and 
covering Boards ;linch thick at 24s pr 
thouhsand and other Boards accord
ing to thir Quality compared to Pine 
& Good Clean Salted Pork 8 ( ?) PI' Ii 
wt 

This Town unanimously came into 
and adopted the above stated Prices 
and if any Person in thil> Town shall 
l>e11 any of the commodities herein 
specified to any Person in the N eigh
boring towns at a higher price than 
is here stated shall forfeit the value of 
sd article to this Town-And if any 
Person Or Persons Directly or Indi
rectly shall Receive or take a Greater 
Price for any of the above mentioned 
a.rtides thalJ is here stated he shall for
feit and pay the value of sd article or 
articles the one half to and for the use 
of the Town and the other half to the 
complainant 

And we the Illhabitants of Guilford 
in Town Meeting assembled Do Charge 
and apoint the committee of sd Town 
to hear and determine all cases and 
complaints that shall Legally come to 
your or their knowledge so far as it 
Respect this Town in the aforesd' ar
ticles to~ether with cost of suit and if 
he or they are found Guilty they shall 
pay cost of snit 

By a Unanimous Vote of this Town 
And chose Maj John Shepherd80n one 
of the Committee of Inspection 

Attest Elijah Welch Town Clerk 
Guilford March ye 6th 1777 

Guilford April 7th 1177 
This Town meet according to cus

tom and Unanimously Past the followd 
ing votes (viz) 

23 
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1st Chose Levi Goodenough Moder-i 14th Chose John Barney Thomas 
ator of the Meeting rCutler Da;vid Stowel John Shepherson 

2d Made choice of Elijah Welch and David Denison Fence Viewers and 
Town Clerk Hezekiah Stowel Pound Keeper 

3d Chose Samuel Nichols Esq and 15th It was unanimous vote of this 
David Stowel County Committee Men ': town to Sell the Right of Land in town 

4th Made choice of Timothy Root called the school Write to be sold at 
........
Phineas Rice Hczckiah Stowel Levi Public Vendue to the highest Bidder 

Goodenough and Simeon Edwards to and the use of the lIoney to be applied 
serve this Town as a Committee of to the l\:Iaintaing a School and for no 

Safety for the year rusuing 
5Lh Chose Adam Whitney and 

James Cutler Constables 
6th Chose Thomas Cutler Town 

Tl'easuerer 
7th Made choice of Thomas Cutler 

Sam'l Bixby and .Tohn Noyes Asses
sors 

8th chose William Bigelow and 
Micah Rice Collectors 

9th Chose Hezekiah Stowel Daniel 
Wilkins David Denison and Samuel 

other 
16th Chose Hezekiah Stowel Asa 

Rice John Barney Thomas Cutler 
Daniel Wilkins a Committee to sell sd 
Land and Give a Deed iI. the name of 
and behalf of the Town 

Voted to adjourn this Meeting to the 
first Monday in April 1778 

Guilford July 3d 1777 

I This Day Lieut Josiah Allen Capt 
Daniel Wilkins Hezekiah Stowel and 
Joseph Elliot was sworn as constables 

Allen committee for Laying out Roads Ml')n for this town Before me 

10th Made choice of Eben'r :F'itch Elijah Welch Town Clerk 
IDavid Stowel John Noyes Dan'l Ed- Tuesday May the 13th AD 1777 
J

wards Joseph Dexter Samuel Allen The Town of Guilford Met together I 

Hezekiah Horton Jr Newhall Earl, according to Requestand 'I 
:Elijah Welch Thomas Cutler Daniel 1st Chose Samuel Nichols Esq 
Ayres and Mannassah Bixlty survey- Moderator 
ors of Highways 2d Voted not to let any Person 

11 th . Voted that eMh Freeholder vote in this meeting but such as have 
shall work 6 Days and that under age Forty Pounds Personal or real estate 
3 Days apiece and that any Person be- 3d Voted that those Persons that 
ing duly warned by the Surveyor Re- have settled on Lands without Purchas J
use, to work without a reasonable ex- jng them and Refuse to buy Sd Lands 
cuse shall pay a fine of SIX shillings of the owner shall be Emediately Dis
for each days Neglect and the Town sesst. But those that dont mean to hold I 
Committee to Grant out Warrants on by pOl,session and are willing to buy of 1 

" 
having a complaint from the Surveyors the Right owner when to be found to J 

12th Voted to shut up sheep and Remain in peaceful Possession ur'til he 
hogs and not let them Run at large can have an opportunity to Buy sd 

13th Jesse, Demmich James Cutler Land 
David J oJ J un'r David Davis con-I 4th Voted that thQi'le that have Run 
stables a Busb Fence Round Lots tf hold them 
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by virtue ofthat shall Emediately quit 7ly Made ehoice of Theophilus Wad
sd Land, and not to proceed in that leigh and Joseph Goodwin Collectors 
manner any more - !l.nd voted' that 81y Made Choice of David Denni
Person that shall for the future pretend 80n Nathan Walsworth with Samuel 
to hold Lands by such a title shall be Bixby Hezekiah Stowel and Micah 
dealt with by the town as a breaker of Rice Committee for Laying of Rhodes 
the peace of this Town and a Routous 9ly Made Choice of Nathan Fitch 
Person David Denison Amos Smith Benjamin

I 
5th Dismiset Simeon Edwards and I Mort...n Joseph Elli0t John Barney Ju' 

Timothy Root from serving as a com
mittee of Safety for this Town and 
made'choice of Joseph Elliot and Dan
iel Wilkins to serve in their place 

6th Voted that the Committee for 
Laying out Highways shall be excused 
working I\.t the Highway as many Days 
as they are on that Business Day for 
Day 

7th Chose John Barney and Benj'n 
Carpenter a Committee to go to Wind
sor in June next to hear th~ Report of 
the agent sent to Congress' concerning 
a new State 

Voted to dissolve this meeting 

Attest Elijah Welch ToWn Clerk 

lIonday April 6th 1778 

Then the inhabitants of Guilford ac
cording to adjournment 

, lly Made Choice of Thomlts Cutler 
Moderator ' 

21y Made Choi(~e of Thomas Cutler 
Town Clerk t 

3ly Made Choice of Thomas Cutler 
Iehabod Packer Peter Briggs David 
Denison and Nath'l Fitch Committee
men 

4ly Made Choice of Henry Evans 
and Daniel Boyden Constables for the 
present year 

5ly Made choice of David Elliot 
treasurer 

6ly Made Choice of Henry Sherburn. 

~ 

Hezekiah Stowel William Ramsdale 
Daniel Lynde Jr and Levi Bullock 

10 Voted that sheep and hogs shall 
not run at large 

11 Voted that Ilflrses shall not run 
on the common 

12 Made Choice Edmund Bemis andi 
David Fisher H.og Reeve 

13 Timothy Larabe Silas Rice and 

JeRse Dimmich Fence Viewers 

14 Voted to Adjourn to the first 
Monday of March next at nine o'clock 
at the meeting-house 

Thomas Cutler Town Clerk 

Monday January 12th AD 1778 

The Town of Gltilford meet togeth
er according t,o Notification and 

1st Chose Daniel Wilkins Moderator 

2d Made Choice of the following 
men to Squadnn out the town into 
school Divisions (Viz) Deacon Thom
as Cutler Hezekiah Stowell John Noyes 
Daniel Knight and l1ajor John Shep
herdson 

The meeting Disolved 

Attest Elijah Welch Town Clerk' 

Tuesday March 3 AD 1778 
This town meet according to a war

rant and N otificatiou from the count·il 
at Bennington and chose Deac'n Thom
as Cutler Moderator of Sd Meeting 

2d It being pu t to vote whether the 
Simeon Edwards and Joseph Elliot (? Itown would art agreeably to sd warrant 
Sent.ence in copy not complete.) and the town voted not to act 
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Tuesday March 16th 17803 Votec1 to dissolve the meeting 
Then a town meeting was Heid inPer Elijah Welch Town Clerk 

Guiltord according to a warrant and 
Tuesday, May ye 1779 t.hen a town a"cted on the following articles Viz,

meeting was held in Guilford accord
Article 1st Chose William Bullock ing to adjournment 

Esq Moderator to govern sd meeting 
Mr Simeon EdwardR was chosen 

At 2 Voted Samuel Bixby town cIrrkModerator 
At 3 Deac Thomas Cutler supervisorHenry Sherburn Town Clerk 
4 Chose Ebenezer Fitch Asa Riceand Samuel Bullock Supervisor 

Capt Timothy Root List & Assessor
William Bullock Jesse Dimmich 

" Madp. choice of W m BulloGk SiHezekiah Stowel assessors 
mon Edwards Esq Hezekiab Stowe)

Job Whitney and William Edwards 
County ,Committee 

Constables 
At 5 Made choice of Nathan FitchAsa Rice and Levi Bullock Poor 

James Killg cOllstables.
Masters 

6 Capt Asa Rice Lieut Timothy RootAsa Rice Hezekiah Stowel and 
Poor Master~Simeon Edwards a Committee to Lay 

7 Ebenezer Fitch Lovel Bullockout Roads 
Thomas Cutler Committee men for to Joseph Elliot William White James 
layout RoadsCutler Henry Sherburn David Safford 

8th Frederick Stowel Nathan AveWilliam Edwards Nathan Carpenter 
ry I-:habod Packer Joel Cutler DanielIchabod Packer and Phineas Rice Sur
Knight Daniel Boyden Micah RiceVOl'S of Roads 
Surveyors of RoadsTimothy Larabe and Micah Rice 

9 Joseph Elliot Hezekiah StowelFence Viewers 
Henry Sherburn a committee to takp.H;ezekiah Stowel Treasurer 
care of the town stores of powder and 

Lovel Bullock Timothy Root and 
lead

Henry Dherburn Committee to Defend 
10 this meeting is adjourned till thesaid town agh.inst the pretended State 

third Tuesday in may in the Year ofof Vermont and to represent Sd' town 
1781in Count.y Committee 

pr Samuel Bixby Town Clerk 
Hezekiah Stowel William Bullock 

Joseph Elliot Lovel Bullock and Tim Guilford ye 10th of January 1-781 

othy Root to alter the Road through The people meet together all them 

Maj Hunts Land that mean to stand in opposition against 
the pretended i!!tate of Vermont andJoseph Elliot Hezekiah Stowel and 
acted on the following articles (Viz)Henry Sherburn a committee to take 

care of the town store of powder and First-Made choice of David Joy 
lead Esq Moderotor to govern sd meeting 

This meeting adjourned til the third Secondly- Voted to defend them 
Tuesday in May in the Year of 1780 selves against the insults of the Pre

Henry Sherburn Town Clerk tended State of Vermont 

" 


, 

~~ 

", 
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Thirdly Read the Hand Bill bearing Voted to choose committee out of the 
date the Fifteenth day of November comlUl.ny to fOl'bid the constables act. 
one tlionsand seven hundrei! anrl ~ighty iug 

that the convention gave at Walpole Voted Heury Evans Capt Ashcraft 

Fourthly- Voted to send a Com-. Capt Nathan Fitch the committee men 
mittee to Charlestown to a seat in the Ito forbid the constables 

Convention 

Fifthly- Voted William Bullock 
Capt Peter Briggs the Committee 

Six:thly- Voted that Hezekiah Stow
e1 shall keep the llames of those that 
are aO"ainst the pretended State of Ver
mont 

. . 
Seventhly- Voted to DIssolve thIS 

meeting 

a true copy per Sami' Bixby town 
Clerk 

Guilford April yo 24th 1782 

Then the people meet in general and 

Art 1 Chose Capt Walsworth Mod
erator to govern sd meeting 

Guilford June ye 10th 1782 

We the Committee chosen by this 
Body of People have forbid and Do 

hereby EV'lr forbid YOllr Vendning 
these Numbers hereby given "nd tbe 
Blank Lands and undivided Lands in
cluded-We Do hereby forbid you up
on your apparrel . 

. 
Henry Evans the 
DauielAshcraft Committee 
Nathan :Fitch men 

Attest true copy Saml Bixby Clerk 
Guilford ,Tune ye 10 1782 

To all the Officers of tbe Civil au

thority under the pl'etended State of 
Vermont you are hereby forbid to pro-

Art 2 Chose Danie; 8hephel'dson ceed against any person or persons -
Jotham Bigelow. Capt Walsworth a 
Committee men of ConventiolJ· 

Art 3 Voted the old eommittee shall 
s au t d gOO(I loriJ: the eomml 'ttee 0 f I nspec
t ·IOn 

Guilford l\1ay ye 13th 1782 

Then the people meet and made 
choice of Jotham Bigelow Moderat<Jr 

that own the jurisdiction of New York 
aecording to what is Ieccommcnded to 

us by COlJgres~ in a handbill Bearing 
date June 2d 1780 pr order of eom
mittee 

True Copy Attest Benoni Cutbith Clerk 

A True Copy SamI Bixby Clerk 

Guilford June ye 10th 1782 

,. Voted Edward Carpentel' Saml ' 
Art 2 Voted to stand agaiust the pre-I Bixby James Packer Saml Stafford a 

tended State of Vermont so caJ1ed un
till the descision of Congress wit~ yonr 
lives and fortune 

Art 3 Voted to Receive the Instruc
tions that come from New York that 
Mr Daniel Shepherdson Brc>ught from 
there as your agent 

Guilford June ye 10 1781 

Then the people meet .iIi ganeral 
Defense of their property and 

in 

~ • 

committee men of eonvention 

Voted David Culver Benoni Cut
bith Nathan Avery Phineas Riee Jo
siah Rice a Committee of Inspection 

a True Copy Saml Bixby Clerk 

Wednesday Mareh 25 1782 

The Free-Men of the Town of 
Guilford Met according to Law for the 
choice of Town Officers and proceded 
as Follows (Viz) 

http:comlUl.ny
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1st Made choice of Gov'r Carpen
ter Moderator 

2'ly Samuel Shepherdson Clerk 

3'ly Major Simeon Edwards Lieut 
William Marsh & Mr Ephraim Nich
ols Select Men 

4th Capt Lovel Bullock Treasurer 

5th Mr Nich' Pullen and Mr Abel 
Joy Constables 

7th .m.!" l'ilC S U .en an JJJ.r e I 

Joy Collectors 

8th 1\:lr Amasa Smead Leather Seal

er 
9ly Capt David Stowel Levi Good

enough Esq &; Sftmuel Nichols Grand 
Jurors 

10th Lieut William Bigelow Capt 
Comfort Starr Capt David Dennison 

- and Esq Joseph Dexter Tything Men 

11th Mr Joseph Bullock Lt W m 
Bigelow Amos Gore Elijah Porter 
Isaac Wild and Mr Isaac Smith Hay 
wards 

12th Mr Abraham A very and Benj' 
Buckland Brander of Horses 

13th Capt David Stowel Sealer of 
Weights and Measures 

14th Ens Paul Chase Theophilus 
Wadleigh Daniel Knight Timothy 
Chickering Ezra Pratt Hezekiah 
Sprague Dan'l Boyden Benr Buck
land Mr Manassah Bixby W m Bams
del Silas Rice Zeph'n Shepberdson 
Maj Edward Barney Benoni Cutbith 
Hezekiah Stowel Capt D Denison Lt 
Stephen Gould and Mr Elijah Rath
burn Surveyors of Highway 

15th Voted the Select Men be a 
Committee for Laying out Highways 

16th Mr Manassah Bixby Capt John 
Barney Capt Comfort Starr Lt J Noyes 
Amos Smith Paul Chase Capt Lovel 
Bullock D Joy D'n Cutler Lt Stephen 
Gould Timothy Root Jeddidiah WeH
man Caleb Carpenter Capt D Denison 
Wm Stowel Ezra Pratt Job Whitney 
Matthew Pullen Amos Gore William 
White Joel Cutler Capt Elijah Gore 
Edw'dBarney Joseph Carpenter Sam>l 

,> Bixby Elijah Porter Wm Smalley and 
6th 1\:lr Dan'l Stowel Nich s I ullen ILt J h R' h t't .o n IC ey pe I Jurors 

Edward Barney Dan'l Smith and Mr· 
Joseph Densmore Listers I ?7th Voted that the Se~ect men. of 

".- "'"f h' P 11 d ".- Ab 1· thIS town have the authorItv to billd 
out all strolhng Indolent persons who 
Impose themselves on sd town 

18th Voted that this present meeting 
be and is hereby Dissolved 

Attest Samuel Shepherdson T C 

Guilford April 3d 1782 

Pursuant to legal Warning the 1n
habitants of the town of Guilford mel 
at the meeting house in sd town and 
proceeded to act on the following arti
cles )viz) 

Dissolved sd meeting 

A true record Attest Sam" Shep
herdson T C 

Guilford ye 31st of March Anno 
Domino 1783 

The l''reemen of the town of Guil
ford met at the meeting house in sd 
town for the choice of town Officers 
and petit jurymen according to law 
and proceeded in the following manner 
(viz) '\ 

1st Made choice of William Bul
lock Esq moderator 

2d Samuel Sheperuson town clerk " :, 
,1 

3d Dn' Thoma.s Cutler Mr Willimu 1\ 
Smalley ana Mr Joseph Dinsmore Se
lect men 

Capt Luvel Bullock treasurer 

::! 
~ 
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5th Nicholns Pullen and Jame~Cut
ler constables 

6th Mr Matthew Pullen Edward 
Barney John Richey and Jonas Nich
ols listers 

7th lIr Paul Chase and Benjamin 
Dean collectors 

8th Capt David Stowelleather seaL 
er 

9th Maj Simeon Edwarr1s and l\Ir 
Ephraim Nichol!! grand jurors 

10th Mr Caleb Carpenter and Mr 
Abel Joy tything men 

11th Mr Dan'l Stowel and MrJonas 
Nichols Hayward~ 

12th l\fr Benjamin Buckland brand
er of horses 

13th Capt David Stowel Sealer of 
Weights and measures 

14th Maj Simeon Edwards Caleb 
Carpenter Paul Chase Ephraim Nich
ols Peter Briggs Abel ,Toy David Smal
ley JeddidiahW"llman Stephen 
GouIn and David Denison Surveyors 
of highways· 

15 Lieut John Noyes Joseph Good
win Ens' Edward Barney Capt Steph
en Shepherdson Lieut Moses Fish 
James Cutler Lieut William Marsh 
and Joseph Bullock petit jurymen 

Voted that this meetiIlg stand ad
journed to the third Monday in April 
next at this place at two of the clock 
P .M on Sd Day . 

A true record attest Samuel Shep
herdsoIl T Clerk 

Guilford ye 21st of April 1783 

The :F'reemen of ye town of Guil
ford met accol'dingto adjournment ana 
proceeded to act in the following man
ner viz 

1st Voted that the Select men be a 
committee for laying out highways 

2d that the 2d constable be Dismis
sed 

3d that LIeut .Tohn Richey serve as 
2d constable for the t,QWll of Guilford 

4thly that the present meeting be 
and hereby is Dissolved 

A true record attest Sam'l Shepherd-
son town clerk . 

Guilford Tuesday ye 21st April! 783 

The Freemen of the towu of Guil
ford met according to Law for the elec
tion of Representatives Gov Dep Gov 
& Co according to an act of Assembly 
Regulating the same proceeded as 
follows 

1 lIade choice of Benjamin Carpen
ter Esq aud Do' Thomas Cutler to rep
resent this town in the General As
sembly 

2d gave in their votes for Guvernor 
Dept' Govand treasurer 

3dly Gave in their votes for 110on
cill.ors according to law 

A true record attest Sam'l Shepherd
son town clerk 

April ye 29th 1783 then the free
holders and other Inhabitants of the 
District of Guilford in the County of 
Cumberland aud State of New York 
met together alld by a majority of votes 

Made cboice of Ed ward Carpenter 
moderator 

2d Samuel Bixby town clerk 

3d Made choice of Adonijah Put
nam supervisor 

4 lIezekiah Stowel treasurer 

5 William White Sam'l Stafford col
lectors 

6th 7th Hezekiah Stowel Abraham 
A very Asaph Carpeuter assessors 

8th William White Sam'l Stafford 
constables 

29 
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9 Edward Carpenter Mieah Rice 
Ichabod Packer commissioners for 
laying out highways 

David Culver Hezekiah Broade Mi
cah Rice Jotham Bigelow Newhall 
Earl Nathan Stark James l'acker Na
than Avery David Thurbur Seth Clark 
overseers of the highways 

11th Jotham Bigelow Ichabod Pack
er Samuel l\felendy overseers of the 
poor 

12th Jotham Bigelow Elijah Wal
worth Hezekiah Stowel field drivers 

13th Wm White Sam' Melendy Asa 
Rice James Packer Asaph Olden fence 
viewers 

14 Zephaniah Shepherdson Asa 
Stowel Ephraim Gale Daniel Harring
ton swine constables 

15th this meeting adjourned to the 
annual mondaj in may 

pI' Sam'l Bixby town clerk 

Guilford the 8th day of March 1784 

A t a meeting of the Inhahitants of 
the town of Guilford being legally 
warned 

1st l\lade choice of Deacon David 
~ towel moderator to govern sd meet

ing 
2d Made choice of William Smalley 

town clerk 

3d Made choice of Nicholus Pullen 
alid Jonas Nichols and Daniel Boydeu 
Constables for the year ensuing 

·1 Job Whitney and Stephen Gould. 
and Rufns Fisk tything men 

5 David Stowel and Daniel Stowel 

sealera of leather 

. 6 l\laj Simeon Edwards and Eph

raim Nichols Grand Jurors 

7 Joseph Bullock Caleb Carpenter 
Rufus Fisk tithing men 

8 Samuel Reau Stephen Shepherd
son Jr Ephraim Gale Williams Marsh 
for hay wards 

9 Benjamin Bllckland Brander of 

horses 
10 David Stowel sealer of weights 

and measures 
11 John Noyes Samuel Mackwain 

Job Whitney Captain DavidDenison 
Jeddidiah Wellman Paul Chase Elihu 
Root David Stowel Daniel Knight Ste
phen Gould John Stafford .Ir survey
ors of highways 

Voted that the constables should col
lect the town rates 

a true record William Smalley town 
clerk 

At a meeting of the Inhabitants of 
the town of Guilford Being Legally 
warned on the 7th day of SepJiilmber 

And then adjourncil to the 18th day' 1784 

of ~Iarch Made' choice of William Bullock 
Thursday the) 8th Day of March Esq moderator 

1784 made choice of Lieut John Noyes 
The town met according to adjourn- Lieut WillIam Bigelow Captain David 

ment and proceeded to choose town Stowell Committee to settle with the 
officers by Nomination treasurer of said town 

1st Made. choice of Dea Thomas Cut- Voted that the town be divided by 
leI' and William Smalley and Joseph the centre line for the purpose of mak
Dinsmore Select Men ing the two large Bridge~ one at James 

2d Marle choice of Lovel Bullock Davidson mills the other at Green 
for the year ensuing treasurer River 
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Westminster in May next A true rec
from each part of the town Lieut John 

Voted that a committee of four two 
ord William Smalley town clerk 

Noye~ and John Slaughter for the west At a meeting of the Inhabitants of 
side and William Bigf!llow and Stephen the town of Guilford at the meeting 
Gould for the East side Be a commit in said town on Monday the 1 Day of 
tee fOJ Bridges March A D 1785 


Voted that the surveyor of high
 Made choice of Mr Joel Bigelow 
ways are empowered to call out the moderator and then adjourned to the 
people under their respective com house of Mr Joel Bigelow in said 
mands to work on the roads and town and then proceeded to Reconsid
Bridges when they shall think proper er the vote above mentioned and then 

And then adjourned to Thursdy the .Made choice of William Bigelow 
23d day of September instant then to moderator 
meet at two o'Clock afternoon and then made choice of William 

The above is a true Record Attest Bioelow town clerk 
'" 'Wm Smalley T C And Benjamin Garpenter Esq first 

Thursday the 23d Day of 8eptem select man 

bel' 1784 . I And then made choice of William 
The town of Guilford met according Bigelow Second sel;:c: man 

to adjournment and An<i. then made chOIce of Panl Chase 
First Voted to raise a tax of one the third select man 

Penny on the Pound on ,the Grand And Ueut Timothy Root town 
List for the year 1784 treasurer 

2d Voted that Joseph Bullock and I And Lieut Elihu Root first constable 
Amasa Smead be colledors for the 11. And Ensign Edward Barney second 
bovetax cJnstable 


3d Voted that the collectors of the 
 Joseph Bullock and Rufus }<'isk John 
old town tax for the year 1781 be di Noyes John Connable and Samuel 
rected to take the same in grain at the Allen listers 
following price wheat 4 I 8 per Bushel Capt David Stowel leather sealer 
Rye at 3 I 4 pr Bushel Corn 2 I 5 pr 

Capt A"a Rice and .Mr Joel Bigelow
Bushel and Flax attO I Sd pI' pound 

Grand Jurymen
Voted that the select men be em-I .'

Capt Hezekiah Stowel and Ueut
powered to engage a master workman 

AmoB Fish and Jeremiah Weatherh('ad 
for the bridge at ~Ir James Davidsons 

and Liellt Paul Chase and Mr James
mill 

Packer Jr tything men. 
And then dissolved this meeting 

Ephraim Nichols and ,Joshua Lynde 
The above i~ ~ true record Attest and Richard Bailey and James Dennis 

Wllham Smalley T C and ,Joseph Gallop and Amos-'- (?) 

Guilford the first day of April 1784 haywal'ds 
Then appeared Nicholus Pullen Con- Benjamin Bueklin horse brander 
stable and drew out the N arne of Mat- \ :And Capt David Stowel sealer of 
thew Pullen to serve as Juryman at weights and measures 

31 
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Daniel Boyden Phillip Maxwell 
vid GUillS Capt Lovell Bullock Josiah 
Rire John Noyes Joseph Olden Capt 
Daniel Wilkins Joho Slater Surveyors 
of highways 

.Tames Houghton pound keeper 

Ephraim Nichols and William 
Marsh Captain Asa Rice committee to 
settle with the old trea.surer 

Samuel Shepherdson and David Da
vis collectors for the town tax 

And then adjou'rned this meeting to 
the last Wednesday in March 1785 

A true record Attest William BiO'
. '" elow town clerk 

Wednesday the 31) Day of March 
'l~ d . t 

Then t he town 0 f G U1 lor me ac
cording to adjournment 

First made choice of William Smal
leJ Clerk Protemporary 

Secondly Voted thaI William Bul
10ckEsq Maj Simeon Edwards and 
Benjamin Bucklin be a committee to 
see what situation the town is in respect 
to the town Debts and make report im
mediately 

Thirdly Voted that a Pound be made 
as near to Capt Hezekiah Stowell!! as 
ean be with conve~i()nce 

Fourthly Voted that a tax of one 
penny farthing on the pound as it st:tnds 
in the grand list of the yea~ 1784 be 
assessed and raised immediately to an
swer the debts of the town 

Fifthly Voted that a committee of 
three be chosen to call on the old com

. mitt.ee to acco~ntconcerning the school 
lands and the men chosen are Major 
Simeon ~Edwarrls Capt David Stowell 
and Mr Joel Bigelow 

Sixthly Voted the quietry act (twen
ty for it and three against it) 

And then dissolved the meeting 

Attest William Bigelow town clerk 

Guilford N·)vember ye bt AD 1785 

At a meeting of the Inhabitants of 
the town (If Guilf')rd the town being 
met according to N otificatiou at the 
meeting house 

Made choice of cor Benjamin Car
penter moderator to govern sd meeting 

Secondly called on the eommittee 
that was chosen to settle with the old 
committee that had the care of the 
school money and the report was that 
there (was) three hundred and fifty 
ponnds or about that Due from the old 
Committee 

Thirdly Voted that a committee be 
chosen to settle with the old committee 
and make report at the next meeting 
the P{'rsons chosen Maj Simeon Ed
wards and Capt David Stowe! and ]fIr 
Paul Chase 

4 voted that any person that lives 
remote froin the school house in their 
District to which they helongshall have 
liberty to draw their money for the use 
of the school where they send 

Attest'Vm Bigelow town clerk 

At a meeting holden in Guilford by 
the Inhabitants thereof at l\Ir ,Joel Big
elows of said town on Wednesday the 
2d Day of Dec'r 1785 

FiF~tly made choice of William 
Smalley moderator 

Secondly Voted that the money that 
the school lands was sold for should be 
received of the old committee as it is 
DOW and to petition the Assembly to 
ratify the sale of the school lands 

Thirdly voted that the Districts 
should be Numbered and that they 
should begin i.t the northwest corner 
of said town (and) run East 

No 1 Benjamin Bucklin 
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!'i 0 2 Paul Chase 


No 3 Abel Joy 


No 4 Timothy Root 


No 5 David Stowell 


No 6 Daniel Wilkins 

No 7 Edward Barney 

No 8 Ichabod Packer 

No 9 Hezekiah Sprague 

Attest William Bigelow T C 

Guilford March ye 13th 1786 

At the annual meeting of the Inhab
itants of the town of Guilford holden 
at Mr Joel Bigelows in said Guilford 
according to Notification 

Firlltly made choice of William 
Smalley moderator to govern said 
meetin2: 

2d Made choice of William Bigelow 
town clerk 

3d Made choice of William Bigelow 
and William Smalley and Benjamin 
Bncklin Select men -for the ensuing 
Year 

4 Made choice of Maj Simeon Ed
wards constable for the year ensuing_ 

5 Made choice of Amos Fisk (? or 
Fish) and David Gains and Josiah 
Rice and Hezekiah Horton Jr Listers 
for the year ensuing 

6 Made choice of Timothy Root 

7 Made choice of Capt Amasa 
Smead and Capt David Stowell Grand 
jury.men for the Year ensuing 

8 Made choif'e of Capt David Stow
ell Sealer of Weights and measures and 
Leather 

9 Made choice of Caleb Carpenter 
William Marsh Ephraim Nichols Ab
ner Stebbins Samuel Curtis Solomon 
Barrows John Noyes Eleazer Brown 
Comfort Streeter Surveyors (If high
ways 

10 Made choice of Benjamin Buck
lin Brander of horses 

11 Made choice of Edward Bar
ney Simeon Erlwards and Joseph 
Goodwin Fence viewers 

12 Voted the Surveyors shall have 
Power to put in sub surveyors 

Nxtly Made choice of Hog Consta
hIes Caleb Carpenter and Abijah Rod
gers Thias Johnson and Joseph Weath
erhead and Daniel Wilkins and John 
Olden William Packer and Isaac Toby 

N xly Made choice of Capt Lovell 
Bullock Collector of towu taxes 

Likewise macie choiee of William 
Bigelow Supervisor 

J eremiah Weatherhead and James 
Packer and Edward Barney and -Da
vid Smalley tithing men 

Voted that the Select Men shall be 
empowerng to look into the situation 
of the old Collectors bills and cancel 
what they think proper 

Voted that two Pence on -the Pound 
on the Grand List of the town of Guil
ford shall bp, raised to defray the 
charges of the town 

Then adjourned the meeting to the 
first Monday of may next 

The ltbove is a true Record 

Attest William Bigelow town clerk 

Guilford June ye 13th 1786 

At a meeting Holden at Mr Joel 
.Bigelows Legally warned for to choose 
a Deligate to seL in a convention to be 
holden at Manchester for the Purpose 
of Establishing a New Constitution 
Proposed by the Council of Censors 
When mee Made choice of Mr Wm 
Smalley 

Secondly voted that the accounts of 
Col Benjamin Carpenter and Capt John 
Barney and Levi Goodenongh Esq 
shall not be allowed 
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The above is a true record of the Benjamin Bucklin Select men for the 
proceedings of the town year ensuing 

William Bigelow town clerk Fourthly made choiee of Maj Sim-

January ye 15 1786 eon Edwards aud Mr Daniel Boyden 
At a meeting of the town of Guil- constables 

ford Legally warned for the Purpos of Fifthly made choice of Nathan Hor
settling the Dispute concerning the ton William Ramsdell Abner Stebbins 
school Lands James Packer Jr Listers _fir 

Firstly made choice of Col Benja- Sixth-made choice of Mr Abel.Joy 
min Carpenter moderator of sd meet- Collector of town taxes 

ing Seventh-made choice vf Capt Da 
Secondly Voted to ratify the sales vid Stowel1 Leather sealer 

of the school Lands by giving leases to EiO'hth- made choice of Mr Paul 
the persons that bought the same Chas: and Capt Lovell Bullock Grand 

Thirdly voted to J'eceive the money Jmy men 

that the school Lands was sold for as Niuth-madecboi()e of Squire Max
the sum was in November 1785 which well and Comfort Starr and Isaac 
sum was £311-3-2 according to the Brown Jr and Jeremiah Packer and 
report of a committee cbosen by the Joseph Bullock and Jabcz Franklin 
town the 30th day of March AD. and Samuel Allen tything men 
1785- Signed David Stowell for Tenth- made choice of Mr Mat-

Committee thew Pullen Edward Carpenter Will 
4 Voted to make alterations in the White Joshua Lvnde Abel Joy Jonas 

school DIstricts and Likewise Nichols Simeon"Terrell Amasa Smead 
Voted that the Select men put it in a.nd Josiah Big('low David Stowell Na

the warrant at March meeting to have than Avery Samuel Stafford Edward 
all Persons that want any alterations Barney David Culver Caleb Ellis :Ka
to make report at sd meeting and then than Walsworth David Smalley Will
dissolvf1d the meeting iam R Eddy Surveyors of Highways 

The above is a true record Eleve.nth Benjamin Bucklin Brand-
Attest William Bigelow town clerk er of horses 

Guilford ~Iarch ye 5th 1787 Twelfth Job Sallsbury John Healey 
At the Annual meeting of the In- Ephraim Whitney .Toseph W.eather

habitants of the town of Guilford ac- head Andrew Wilkins EphraIm Ed
cOl'oinU'". to a Notification Holden at wards A ugustus Belden John COnDa
the widow Lucretia Houghtons in said ble Haywards 
Guilford Thirtenth Elihue Field Pound 

First they made chvice of William Keeper 
SmaHey Esq moderator of said meet- Fourtenth Mr Paul Chase Thomas 
ing Wells John Noyes Fence viewers 

Secondly made choice of William Voted that any School District that 
Bigelow Esq town clerk could agree for allY alterations might 

Thirdly made choice of ,Vm Bige- and that the town would ratify· the 
lQW and ,Vm Smalley Esq and Mr same and likewise 
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Voted that the District No 7 shO'uld IlUrv men 
be divided according to the vote And Elihu Field Pound Keeper 
said District 

8 Capt Amasa Smead Caleb Car-
Then Dissolved this meeting • ' , 

-Attest William Bi"elow to n cl rk! pen tel John Noyes Phi}IP Maxwell Da
" wei· vid Gains titheingmen 

At the annual meeting of the Inhab
itants of the town of Guilford for the I And then voted that Wm Smalley 

Year 1788 the Inhabitants being met 
according to the warrant for that pur
pose at the house of widow Lucretia 
Houghton 

Firstly made choice of Wm Smal
ley Esq Clerk.pl'otempory 

Secondly made choice of Wm Big
elow Esq town clerk for the ensuing 
year 

3-Made choice of Wm Bigelow & 
W m Smalley Esqs and Benjamin 
Bucklin Select men for the Year en
suing 

4 }Iade choice of Joseph Bullock 
Constable and Collector of town taxes 

5- Made choice of W m Smalley 
town treasurer 

6-Madechoice of Benjamin Bullen 
[pullen? An uuquestionahle B; we, a 

~on~way before, have been h~ving Ben-

and Dana Hyde and Zephaniah Shep
herdson John B CarpE'nter Haywards 

And then voted·that Joseph Bullock 
Benjamin Crrpenter Stephen Chase 
Paul Chase Daniel Boyden Joseph 
Edwards James Cutler Jonathan Ald
rich J r Job Whitney Solomon Barrows 
John Hammond Isaac Thayer John 
Noyes Daniel Smith Augustus Belden 
Nathan Stark David Gains Surveyors 
of Highways 

And DavidStowell Sealer of weightS 
and measures 

And then Dissolved this meeting 

Attest Wm Bigelow town clerk 

At a town meeting Legally warned 
and in and for the town of Guilford 
held on ye 4th Day of De('ember A D 
1788 

Firstly Made choice of Col Benja
Jamm Pullen, and suppose thIS may ~e min Carpenter Moderator to Govern 
the mau; bout, we follow oopy. Th~8 ad' meeting 

lo~g transcnbe of the old records 18 2 Voted that Joseph Bullock should 
fall', though fine WrIt, mostly; occa- 11 t th R 'd f t h' h , co ec eemam er 0 aax w Ie 
slOnly, only, we have found a "ort] or. - k f S' Ed d d", ,.was ta en rom ,lmeon war S an 
mark IllegIble; twwe or so bearmg a 'l'k ' R . t I h'll' t

1 eWIse ccelve we ve S 1 mgs ou, ,
SUSpICIOUS look that where the old re

,
cord was undempherable, marks were 
made as near like the copy as possable) 
6 made choice of Benjamin Bullen 
(possably, Benjamin Ballou) Ephraim 
Nichols _ Stephen Gould John Noyes 
Listers for the Year ensuing] 

7 voted that David Stowell be seal
er of Leather 

And likewise that Thomas Cuiler 
Wm Marsh Edward Barney Grand 

f' 'd f ' 
C sat tax or a compensatIOn 

3 Voted that a tax of one Penny 0!l 
the Grand List should be assessed on 
the said town 

Guilford December ye 4th 1788 
Attest W m Bigelow town clerk 

At the annual meeting holden at 
Guilford March ye 7th 1789 Being Le
gally warned and tile Inhabitants being 
met according to the warrant 
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1st Made choicil of Wm Bigelow" And then made choice of Daniel 
Esq Moderator of sd meeting . Boyden Paul Chase Augustus Belden 

2d made choice of William Bigelow 'Fence Viewers 
Town Clerk And then made choice of Capt Am

asa Smead Sealer of Weights and3d Made choice of William Bigelow 

measures'
Esq first Select man 

" and then made choice of William4 Made choice of Mr Benjamin 

.Bullock James Boyden Seth Shepher!1Bucklin the second Select man 
son Osman Marsh Hayw.ards

5 Made chuice of Mr Ephraim 
" and then made choice of Samu

Nichols the third Select man 
el Shepherdson Town Collector 


And then made choice of Insine 
 " and then voted that the Division 
PaUl Chase Town Treasnrer of the District No 7 & ,No 8 accord_ 

And then made choice of Lieut ing to their own agreementshall stand 
Timothy R<'ot COIlstable and hereafter be known by the name 

And afterwards Dismissed said Root of School District No 10 
:and made choice of Mr Daniel Boy- " and then voted that Deacon 
.den Constable By said Root being his Thomas Cutler Isaac Terrill and The
Bondsman ophilus Wadleigh shall cOme off from 

And then made choice of John School District No 3 and should go to 
Fitch Joshua Lynde Philip Maxwell District No 4 

Abel J.)y Listers " The above is a true Record attest 
then made choice of Captain David W m Bigelow Town Clerk 

Stowell Sealer of Leather 
]\{al'ch ye 8th 1790 


" And made choice of Elihu Root 
 The Inhabitants of Gilford being 
and Thomas \Velle Grand jurors 

met at the house of Widow Lucretia 

" And then made choice 'If Elihu 
Houghton IBllholder in said town of 


Field Pound Keeper 
 Guilford by a legal war~ant1for their 

" And then made choice of Capt annual town'meeting 


Edward Barney Thomas Cutler tythe-
 Firstly made choice of Wm Bigelow 

men Esq Moderator of said meeting 


And then made cb:oice of John Sla
tel' Cyril Carpe te C t C f t St 2d Made choice of William Bigelow 

n r ap om or arr T Cl k 

Col Joel Bigelow Manassah Bixby Jo- own er ~ 

nas Nichols Thcophilus Wadleigh Sa1-' 3d- Made choice of William Bige

mon Goodenough Amasa Smead Jos- low Esq first Select mau 

eph Weatherhead Josiah Bigelow Eb- 4- " "of Mr Benjamin Buck

enezer Fitch James Clark David CuI. lin 2d Select man 


5- Made choice of Lieut John Noyesvcr Stukely Stafford Augustus Belden 

third Select man 
Peter Aldrich Josp.ph Stanhoop Jr 


Nathan Culver Surveyors of H~gh 6- Made choice of Ensign Paul 


ways 
 Chase treasurer of said town 

" Then made choice of Caleb Car 7 Made choice of Samuel Shep

penter tytheing man herdson Constable 
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Capt David Stowell8-- " " " 
Leather Sealer 

Samuel Shepherdson 
H- " " ,. 

Co.lIector 

,,- " "" David Sto.well and 
Timo.thy Ro.o.t Grand Jurors 

" " " Elihu Field Pound" Keeper 

" H"" Paul Chase Benja
min Bucklin Samuel Allen Elihu Root 
James Packer Jr Abel Whitney Will
iam Culver tytheing men 

" made choice o.f B Carpenter Elihu 
Ro.o.t William Packer Timothy Roo.t 
Listers 

" made choice o.f Henry 'Vard Isaac 
Barber James Houghton William 
Marsh Jun'r Edward Thurber Jr Ben
jamin Eddy Hayward~ 

" made choice of Jo.seph Bullock 
Jo.hn Barney Jr Manassah Bixby Dav
id Davis Samuel Melendy Fence View
ers 

" Surveyors of Highways District 
No. 1 William Hines Joseph Slater 
Benjamin Bucklin 

No. 2 William MarAh John Hinckley 

No 3 Mcihrel Rice and Gideo.n Bo.wker 

No.4 Philip Maxwell Nath'l Jaco.bs 

No. 5 Aaro.n Wilder Henry Ward 

No. 6 James Barney (Jonah Cutting 

No 7 No 8 Capt Daniel Ashcraft-

No. 9 Squire Maxwell Nathan Stark 

NolO Jo.shua Culver James Packer Jr 

" Benjamin Bucklin Sealer o.f 
weights and measures 

Voted that Elihu Ro.o.t NatbanAve
ry Jo.hn B Carpenter serve as Sextons 

fo.r Digging Graves for. the dead the 
ye:;.r ensuing 

Voted to choose a Committee to. set· 
tIe with the Inhabitants o.f the school 

Lands Chose John Noyes P"ter Briggs 
William Bigelow Lovell Bullock E
phraim Nicho.ls to make report 

[The ab.we and within is a true 
Record of the votes o.f said to.wn 

Attest Wm Bigdow Town Clerk 

[A few reco.rds are here added. 
which will still farther serve to illus
trate the workings o.f the township 
go.vernment. - J. W. P. ] 

"July 26 AD ·1774 

Samuel Melendy complains and says 
that Eunice Merriam wife of Samuel 
Melendy and Theophilus Merriam 
her so.n are at his Ho.use, they being 
tranchent Perso.ns aud he the Sd Sam
uel Melendy Determining to take the 
steps the Law Directs with them Ther
fore he brings this complaint 

pr Elijah Welch Town Clerk 

December the 29th 1774 

Hezekiah Sto.well has entered Com
plaint that Ithamar Haley & Moly his 
wife with Co.mfort Lidea James N an
cy & Asa their children came to Guil
ford on December the Ist1774 and be
ing determined to clear this to.wn from 
any Co.st that might arise by reason o.f 
them Therefo.re he brings this Co.m
plaint 

pt· Elijah Welch Town Clerk" 

REPo.RT o.F Ro.AD COMMITTEE. 

" We the subscribers Regularl, Ch08
en by the freeho.lders and other Inhab

it ants of the District of GuilfOl'd to. 
sarve in sd District as co.rnectio.n en 
fo.r Laying o.ut Highways- We have 
laid o.ut the following Highway 

First Beginning at Brattlebo.ro.ugb 
Line Near th(1 ho.11se of David Joy Esq 
Being the N o.rtheast co.rner Lot of sd 
District thence westerly as the way if> 

http:Therefo.re
http:Perso.ns
http:Nicho.ls
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now Traveled [,y Jeams Kings Will
iam Ramsdel Samuel Nichols Esq
and so by the mills and thence to .Hez
ekiah Stowels and by the meeting 
house still westly Down the hill then 
northerly to Broad Brook thence west
erly as the road is trod to John Shep
herdson and then then Northwestly to 
the lot of Joseph Peck and so to the 
house of Benjamin Carpenter thence a 
new untroden way still about the same 
point of compass to the s,Outh end Of 
Govf'rners Mountain so called and Be
tween the Governers }lollutain and 
the Picked mountain so called and 
mainly &.hout the same point to the 
Line of Halifax then Returned and 
Begun another Rhoad at the foot of 
the first mentioned mountain thence 
easterly up the hill and so to Edward 
Barneys and so to Caleb Coles and 
thence up the hill to Paul Chases Barn 
and so by the north side of sd' Barn 
Down the hill to John Barneys 

The aforementioned Rboades we 
marked with a marking yr on the 
northerly side of sd Rhodes marked 
Thus H ,V (three straight marks un
der H 'V) the marks under the I.etters 
to signify the number of Rods the road 
is in width 

Guilford April ye 23 1774 

John Shepherdson ; Commetimen 
John Barney for Laying 
Thomas Cntler out highways 

Recinded April y' 23 
A True Copy Examined 

.Thomas Cutler Town Clerk 

Guilford April ye 21st AD 1784 

This may certify that I have attach_ 
ed in favor of Sylvanns }<'isk all the 
Real estate of Giles Roberts Samuel 
Bixby William White James Davison 
David Asncraft Henry Evans Joseph 
Peck Adonijah Putnam J o8hua Nourse 

David Goodenough Joseph Elliot in 
order to have the attachment Recorded 
I Lodge this with the Town Clerk 

pr Nichulus Pullen Constable 

A true Record Attest 
William Smalley Town Clerk 

• Windham County State of Vermont 
Recorderl this 30th Day of April 1784 

The following Instrument was Re
ceived to Record Ma.rch 5 AD 1784 

Attest 

Samuel Shepherdson Town Clerk 

This may certify all People whom it 
may concern that I the Sub"criber 
have Attached Eighty Acres of Land 
belonging to the farm of Nathaniel 
Carpenter Sd attachment Levied on 
the 4th day of March instant and Laid 
on the East side of sd farm in favor 
of Sylvanus Fisk Guilford March the 
5th 1784 

pI' ~ ieholus Pullen Dept' Sheriff 

A True Record Attest 
Samuel Shepherdson Town Clerk 

[The foregoing records furnished by 
Rodney B. Field then town clerk, the 
General resumes the pen.] 

DIFFICULTIES 0Je' JURISDICTION. 

The difficulties between the Yorkers 
and new statesmen occasioned some 
bloodshed and a very considerable dis
play of military force. On the 9th of 
September 1782, Ethan Allen at the 
head of 250 Green Mountain Boys en
tered Windam County from BenDing
ton, which was as noted as a centre of 
opposition to New York as Guilford 
was for its attachment to that State. 

Allen,arrived at:Marlboro, was there 
joined by companies from that town, 
Wilmington and Dummerton, which 
swelled his command to 400 men.
This force was sent off to by detach
ments to various points in the adjoining 

"-. 
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towns and with the most considerable Constable 'Vaters', who had render
Qne, he in person repaired to Guilford. ed himself odious by his enforcement 
He there made several arrest" and with of the collection of state taxes from the 
his prisoners continued on 'with the Yorkers was captured and taken away. 
view of turning them over to the civil This inn was about a quarter of a 
authorities at 'Vestminster, He had mile N. W. from where the asylum 
not gon~ far before he was fired on by . for the insane now stands, on the road 
a party of Yorkers. to Newfane. 

Tradition I;1peaks or one J:SroaUstreet TilE SPIRIT 0]:' 76 AWOKE UP. 

who wa;. designedly aimed at for .Allen State troops were already assem
who rallied the Yorkers for their bad bled in the neighborhood, and' on the 
markmanship; being a large man and momin.,. of the 19th amidst a snoVl'
his clothes only having been cut by a storm, ;hey took up their line of march 

bullet. toward Guilford. They consisted of 
The Vermonters were brought to a companies from Wilmington, Marlbo

stand and they made threats to kill ro, Townshend, Rockingham, West. 
one or their prisoners for everyone of miustilr, Putney and Dummerston, a. 
their party who should be injured. mounting in all to upwards of 300 men 

.Allen made an announcement to the ",ith one piece of artillery. The .route 
inhabitants i.l the most emphatic terms which they followed was what is now 
that unless they peacefully submitted known as "the old road to Guilford." 

to the authority of Vermont, he would From before so considerable a force 
"lay their town as desolate as Sodom who€ie numhers were augmented still by 
and Gomorrah, by-." It does not ap- rumor, and which met with welcome 
pear that he met with any farther op- from the adherents of the opposite 
position on this occasion. party, the Yorkers retreated toward 

In 1783, an act was passed at West- the southern part of the town_ After 
miuster to raise 100 men for the pur- one or two ineffectual stands they at 
pose of assisting the civil authority in length fired on their pursuers 'and 
earrying into execution the law in the wounded two men, Joel Knight of 
southern part of the County of Wind- Dummerston and Sergeant Fisk, whose 
ham. But On the eve of the troops be- wound proved mortal. They then fled 
ing employed a party from Guilford into Massachusetts. 
assisted by several from Brattlebor- On the 22d Ethan .Allen again ar
ough made an attack about midnight, rived in town with another party from 
Jan. 16, 1'{l84, upon the head quarters Benninigton; but, after a eonsultation 
of Gen. Fleteher, a hero of Bunker with the officers from the Eastern side 
Hill, which was at an inn in Brattle- of the mountains, it was not thought 
borough. proper to follow into Massachusetts-

Major Boyden, Constable Waters and they deCIded to retire. The com
and some others holding office under panies from Windham County reached 
the new state were lodging at the same Brattleboro that night; and some of 
inn; and the Major and a traveler were them were dismissed to their homes, 
wounded by some of the thirty bullets while others continued on with the 
that were discharged into the building. prisoners to W estmillter. 

'I 
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Two companies, - the one com· Imanifested, doubtless by the Vermont 
anded by Elijah Knight, the other by party of the town against the Rev. 
Benjamin Whitney, the first, comlist- Henry Williams who had distinguish
ing of 20 men, the latter, of 65 men. ed himself by an ardent zeal in the 
were left in Guilford and its vicinity cause of New York. One Sunday 
till near the close of the following morning on going to his pulpit to 
March with the object of preserving' preach, as usual, he found it occufied 
order, and. preventing the return of 
those who had fled into Massachusetts. 

GOODENOUGH AND SPICER. 

thO t t f thO D'd G dIn IS s a e 0 mgs, aVl 00
enough, who held a commisiion of Lt. 
under New York, attempted to return 
to his home. He was accompanied by 
a friend, na.med Spicer. On the even
ing of the 5th of March, having ad
vanced about half a mile within the lim
its of Guilford, they were chalenged 
from. the roadside by a man under arms 
"Who comes there?" Endeavoring 
to make their escape, they leaped the 
fence and started for the woods, but 
they were pursurd and fired on by 
Knight's party, arId Spicer was mor
tally wounded. Goodenough escaped 
unhurt. Spicer was a citizen of Mass
achusetts, had had nothing to do with 
the differences between the Yorkers 
and Vermonters, and he had served 
in the Revolutionary War, having re
ceived his discharge only the preceding 
June. He was shot in two places one 
of the balls having ;'passed through 
his trunk," and the dying man was 
treated with great harshness and sever· 
ity: and, indeed, those inhabitants of 
the town who had given their allegi
ance to New York, long remembered 
the irritating plllnderinj.!'s and exactions 
to which they had been exposed by 
some of the troops who were s~mt a· 
gainst them. 

Of quite a different tenor from their 
martial movements is the traditionary 
story told of the opposition which was 

by a dead horse, with head erect, fore

feet upon the reading desk, and the 


bands which were then worn by clergy- -.... 

men, around his neck! It is evident 

that the controversy had reached the 

moral fOlwdations of society, and had 

need of being brought to a termina
tion. 


POPULATION. 

The population of Guilford at a
bout this period, Wll.'! probably, nearly 
as large as it ever has been since, and 
perhaps greater. We can find no rec
ord of the number of the inhabitants 
previous to 1771, and none between' 
1772 and 1791. In the year 1771, it 
was 436, of whom taree were black 
males and two black females. 

A schedule of the inhabitants is ex
tant, dated May 11, 1772,in which the 
names of the heads of families are 
recorded, which gives 586 souls.  t 
By the year 1791, it had increased to 
2432, or about or.e fifteen hundredth 
part of the then population of the 
United States. From that period it 
has steadily decreased until the census 
of 1860, when it was only 1292.
It is now, probably, somewhat larger 
than it was at the last census. It has -, 

ranged: 
'< 

1791, - 2432 I 1800, - 22513 


1810, - 1872 I 1820, - 1862 


1830, - 1760 I 1840, - 1525 


1850, - 1389 I 1860, - 1292 


This decrease of the number of in
habitants is owing to several causes ~ 

I, 

r 
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th e party differences to which we have for sehool purposes. But, after the 
alluded; the decrease in the virgin treaty of Ghent in 1815, an agent of 
richness of the soil; the greater induce
ments offered by the fertile fields of the 
West; the great difficulty in the way 
of an inland, agricultural community 
becoming a manufacturing people un
der the hitherto unfriendly policy of the 
general government, reudering it im
possible for its small capital at home 

the society visited Vermont and trans
ferred the rights of the society in these 
land" to a Board of awmts in favor of 
the Episcopal Church of the State. 
The ciaim, however, was not deHni
tively settled till 1841, after !l; long, 
costly and troublesome coursP. of lit
igation in which Daniel Webster was 

and abroad and the more favorable sit- ,council for the State,and the case had 
uation of Brattleboro as a natural cen- been carried up to the Supreme Court 
tre of the trade of the county, But of the United States. The rents of 
.still, the town has much to recC'om these lands throughout the entire State 
mend it; its eheerful hills and streams amount to some $3000, and they are 
lie plea@antly to the sun; its soil re- appropriated first to the support of 
,sponds generously to good and careful the bishop, and the remainder to the use 
tillage, and its climate is healthy j- of the church in the state. The Epis
many of its first born sons, of whom 
not a few hav., died during the last dec
ade, often attaining to the age of be

~ tween 80 and 90 years. 

It is not long sillce we have convers
~d with those who~e axes helped shear 
the land of its prist,ine forests, and in
deed, though our own memory extends 
back only fifty years, we can rem em
ber when it was customary to "clear a 
piece" of forest every ,year for the 
,purpose of bringing the land under 

eultivati()n. Some of those pieces are 
now aO"aincovered with a heavy growth 

• 0 

<If timber. 
GRANT TO THE SOCIETY FOR PROPAGA

TING THE GOSPEL IN FOREIGN PARTS. 
': 
r- One whole share of land, as seen by 

reverting to the charter was granted to 
the above society, whose seat is in Lon 
,don-the oldest Protestant missionary 
society in th" world. But many belelv
,cd by the Revolution, the title to the 
lands thus granted in the state properly 
vested in the government of Vermont, 
and hence. in 1794, the Legislature

• pa>'sed an act directing them to be used 

copal church of Guilford has received 
of late years $100 annually from this 
fund, 

As the glebe lands were designed for 

building up and establishing, as a state 
institution, a peculiar form of religion, 
which is contrary to the tenor of our 
constitution, those lands are considerd 
as rightly vesting in the state and they 
accordingly remain, as disposed of by 
the act of 1764, for the benefit of 
Ilchools. 

THE GOVERNOR'S GRANT. 

Th d' 't' t"J:' e mercenary IEpOSI IOn manl1es 
cd by Governor 'Ventworth in making 
use of a public office to enrich himself 
and family, does not appear to have 
been much respecterl by the original 
proprietors of Guilford since they 10ca
ted his tract of 500 acres on the Ipast 
valuable land of the town, on a mount
a,in which has ever since gone by the 
name of Governor's l\'[ountain, and 
which may be regarded as a perpetnal 
monument of the disapproval by the 
people of a veDll.I exercise of the func
tions of public 'office and trust. 

1
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The present proprietors of that I feet on the tone of society, and whose 
land derive their title by purchase from I influence was felt long after they had 
the Governor's heirs . IIeft the town. Between 1790 and 1800. 

VILLAGES AND NOTED DISTRICTS. 

There are four villages in town, viz: 
East Village in the N. E. Corn'lr of the 
town: Guilford Cen1;re, near the mid
dle; Green River inthe westerl: part 
and Hinesburgh in the N. W. corner. 
The last ineonsiderable- a collection 

of t.en or a dQzen buildin1;s: the three .former are nearly of the same SIze, 
containing each from 20 to 30 edifices. 

Royal Tyler wrote "The Algerine 
Captive", a work of merit and of con
siderable celebrity. In the course oi' 
this work, the author gives a graphic 
picture of the horrors of the slave 
trade;. He, also, wrote a play at this 
period, probably, the third ever writ. 
ten in Ameriea, (the writer, himself, 
havino written the first two,) ealled

'" "The Georgia Spee, or Land in the 
Moon",which ridicules the fever then 

in which they have raised but ;,ery lit- prevailing for spculation in Georgia 
tle for nearly half a centnry. The East lands. It was repeatedly pla,yed on the 
Village, also. called Algiers, is proba- Boston stage and was received with fa
bly the)argest of the three, and may vor. He was,.also, a prolific writer for 
contain within a mile's radius some 40varions periodicals, one of which was 
houses. Within this limit there is an a spirited paper, the"Farmer's Weekly 
excellent water-power which has never. -Museum, at 'Valpole. N. H. 
been brought into use. . 

Judge Tyler resided in Guilford a

Besides these villages there is a .col-1 bout 11 years, 1783-1800, w hi:m he re


lection of houses to the sonthward of moved to Brattleboro, where he died in 

Guilford Centre which used to be call
ed South Neighborhood. 

South Hollow is a deep, narrow val
ley in the eastern part of the town con
taining some very fine farms. It rum; 
nearly north and south, and is several 
miles in length. 

To the eastward of this hollow and 
seperated from it by East Mountain is 
a region which is called the Slate Rock 
from the principal slate quarries being 
in that quarter. 

In each of the three principal villa
ges there is a tavern and a small store. 
There is, also, a post· office in each on 
a mail route, running from Brattleboro 
to North Adams, Mass. 

LlTERATCRE. 

There was at one time a circle of 
literary men in Guilford, whose ambi
tious aspirations had an elevatiug ef

1836. His widow, who survived him 
abont 30 years, died 1865. 00.94 years. 
She contributed largely by her talents 
and the natural grace and refinement 
of her sex to give a. stimulus to the a.m
bition of the literary circle alluded to. 
of which her husband was the head 

and inspiring exampie. 
Of this circle, we may m'ention John 

Shepherd:mn, James Elliot, his broth
er, Samuel, J. H. Palmer, .John Phelps, 
Henry Denison anr{ Miss Elizabeth ~ 
Peck. These were all poets, and the 
two Elliots and John Phelps became 
lawyers. 

JAMES ELUOT waR born in Essex Co. 
Gloucest€r, Mass. At the age of fifteen 
we find him in a store in Guilford. He 
devoted himself to r"ading and in the 
perusal of Rollin's History, he gained 
n thirst for military glory. 'rhe Indi 1 
ans were active in their hostilties upon 



lind on.July 17, 1793, he enlisted at 
Springfield, ~Iails. as the first non com
missionl!d officer in th~ Recond U. S. 
Sub Legion, commanded by Capt, Cor
nelius Lyman, Having pel'formed a 
term of service Itgainst the insurgents 
in Pennsylvania, and against the Indi
ans in Ohio, he returned to Guilford, 
Aug. 23, 1796, and in l798, published 
a volume, called "The Poetical and 
Miscellaneous Works of James Elliot, 
Citizen of Guilford, Vermont, and 
late aNon-Commissioned Officer in 
the Legion of the United States.' 

Many of the pieces are versifications 
of the odes of Horace. Among the pure 
original effusions is one on "The Au
tumnal Season", addressed to Royal 
Tyler of which the four, concluding 
stanzas are: 
Oh Thou! my early and my cOllstant friend! 

In thee the fruit" of early knowledge shine; 

In thee the graces and the virtues blend-

A soul Sincere, a feeUng heart, are thine. 

In thee has nature various powel's displayed; 

Art, eloquence and taste, alike to grace 

The bar, the senate, or the studious shade, 

To wield the sword, or tread the walks of 
peace, 

On thee, long may the rays of science fall, 

And in thv Ufe and writings greatly glow: 

Long be thy useful life-and thine b" all 

The bliss that conscious virtue can bestow. 

Be th1ne throughout life's varigltted year, 

The meed of genius and the poet's lays; 

And in thy autumll may bright suns appear, 

To gild the happy winter of thy days. 

Considering the peJiod at which our 
author wrote, SOon after the close of 
the Revolutionary war, his ideas of e
qnality may be considered as possessed 
of peculiar interest. We give his 

ODE TO EQUALITY. 

All hail, divine Equality! 

Benignant (laughter of the sky ! 

Sister and friend of Godlike LIBERTY! 

Proclaim on earth, J.E;IlOVAll reigns! 

'Tis Yature's I{ing wbo rules on bigb, 
~ 

Oe'r COUNTLb;SS EQUAL WORLDS EQUALPQW.E;B 


MAlXTAlNS! 


Thou gentle, soothing, soverign balm of woe' 


And purest bliss that human beings know, 


'Tis thine to cheer old age ana guide tIle 

V{)uth: 


Come issue from thy calm retreat, 


And fix on eartb thy peaoeful seat, 


Attended by the radiant ORR of TUUTHt 


On REASON'S hasis build thy throne; 


Exalt the peer and prince to :.IrAN, 


And humble all thc ig-noble clan I 


Beneath Oppl'e9sion's iron rod, 


Obedient to a tyrant's rod, 


No more, tbe wretched, human race shall 

groan...:. 


Oh! come with VIRTUE in thy train, 

And o'er the UNIVERSE exteud thy gloriou~ 

reign! 


The hook contains 25 short essays. 
called "The Rurail\:[oralist,' 'which had 
becn generally published in "The New 
England Galaxy." Of these, one was 
written by his brother, Samuel Elliot, 
and another by John H. Palmer, thpn 
a youth of seventeen. They are appar
ently imitation;> of Addison, Steele and 
other English authors of that time and 
are quite creditable'to the writers. But 
the most interesting part is a journal 
kept by the writeI during his military 
service. 

FROM THE ELLIOT JOURNAL. 

At Springfield, ~Ia~s., Aug. 7,1794, 
he writes: 

"Information is received that the in
su::'rection in the western counties of 
Pennsylvania is assuming an extremely 
serious aspect. 

On the 16th of July, at dawn of day 
100 of the rioters attacked the house of 
Gen. Neville, the inspector of the rev. 
enue: The Geneml with the assistance 
of his servants and family, is said to 
have defended his hOuse for upwards 
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of an hour, wounded a number of the on the morning of the 30th of ~une. 
riot€rs, and ultimately obliged them to The enemy were repulsed with great 
retire. slaughter; but they again renewed the 

On the following day, having aug- attack, keeping a very heavy and con
mented their nnmber to flv!' or six hun- stant fire all that day, and by int€rvals 
dred, they renewed the attack. In the during the night and morning of the 1st 
me:mtime a sargeant and twelve men, of .July, but were ultimately compel]
.(letatched frolli the garrison at )."jtts- ed to retreat between the hours of 12 
burg, (all recruits and several of whom. and 2 0' clock of that day, with 10s8 

marched from this place on the 2d ofl and disgrace, from the field, where on 
April) had taken posse;;,sion of Gen. 
NI'ViUe's house. The General escaped 
before the attack began and the insnr
gents permitted his lady and.the females 
{)f the family to retire. The attack then 
commenced, tte little party defended it 
for a considerable time, with a dflgree 
{)f bravery whi(·h displays an illastrous 
example for the imitation of those who 
may hereafter be called to support the 
laws of their country. 

The Corporal, whose name was 
Doud, conducted in a manner which 
. ought to immortalize his name. 

Ebenezer Walker and William Grig
ley, two lad~ of seventeen years of age, 
natives of Massachusetts, fought with 
:astonishing hravery. 

Three of the soldiers were wounded 
and four of the inRurgents killed-
James Mc'Farland, the Jeader, was 
killed, and a number of them were 
wounded. 

Our little band of heroes were ulti
mately forced to'surrender, and the ri-
oOOl'S burned the house and out-houses 
and ail the property which they COIl

tained ; but either because they respect-

a former occasion, the,v had been en
tirely victorious. 

AUG. 20. 

The Pr(lsid~nt of the United States 
has issued orders for embodying 1300 
of the Militia of New Jersey, Pennsyl
vania, Maryland and Virginia to sup
press the immrrection. 

AUG. 30. 

Cap. Lyma[1 with a detachment of 
recruits, ~nbarked at Springfield for 
Middletown. 

New Brunswick, Sep. 9 . 

The Militia of New .Jersey and 
Pennsylvania drafted by order of the 
President to oppose the Pittsburg riot
ers, are now in motion and will rende
vous in Trenton and Carlisle. 

SEP. 24. 
Arrived at Carlisle. Carlisle is a 

large and handsome borough, shire of 
the County ofCnmberland, 120 miles 
west of Philadelphia ... "''' The bar
racks are situated a quarter of a mile 

east of the town, and are large, but. -, 

decayed buildings, capable of contain

ing several thousand men. 


'ed their eourage, or dreaded the re-, SEP. 28 

.sentm~llt of governme.llt they immedi- i This morning an express passed 
ately lIberated the soldterR. Ith~6ugh. tow.n all hi~ way ~o Ph~ladel-

AUG. 12' Iph~a wlth mformatlOn of a VIctory 
An account is this day published of. gamed by the army under General 

;an attack 011 Fort Hecovery, in the I'Vayne, over the Indians, on the 20th 
Western Territory, by the Indians,! nlt. on the river Miami of the Lakes. 
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Three troops of cavalry from the 

city of Philadfllphia arrived this day. 

Oct.2d 

150 infantry arrived from Philadel
phia. Gen. Mifflin, who was appointed 
se~ond in command, arrived thi" day. 

Governor Lee of Virginia, who is 
vested with the chief command of the 
Federal army, under the order of the 
President, is DOW moving toward the 
scene of rebellion, 'at the head of 8000 
men from the states of Virginia and 
'Maryland. 

Oct. 3 & 4 

On these days large bodies of artil
lery, cavalry and infalltry arrived from 
various quarters. The President, Gen. 
Wasbington, arl'lved on the 4th. 

Oct. 6 

President 'Vashington reviewf'd 
troops under arms, amounting to 

entirely surrounding tile town. *' * * 
men of independent fortunes and 

most respectable character were in 
the ranks as private soldiers. All ranks 
and conditions of men were united in 
one common band of citizen soldiers, 
and appeared 10 be irresistably d\lter
mined to vindicate and maintain the 
violated majesty of the laws. It was 
deservedly styled "The Army of the 
Constitution." *' *' ;;. 

This day, the President and Gov. 
I.ee arrived in town frolil the encamp
ment of the Maryland and Virginia 
lines[about 30 miles south of Bedford] 
and were received with a discharge of 
15 cannon. 

The following general oreler was is
sued: The President of the United 
Stntes directs that Capt. Lyman who 
commands the detachment of conti

tween three and 4000 men. 

From Carlisle the march was to 
'Chambersburg, and there the Presi
dent arrived on the afternoon of the 12 
Oct. "without any eSCOrt, attended only 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, Col. 
Hamilton, who acted ns his aid de 
camp." He left on the 13 for Williams
port, Maryland, where the Mary'land 
and Virginia lines are to l'endevous. 

On the 17th .oct. the author arrived 
at Bedford, a town of fifty or sixty 

houses. 

Oct. 18 

I.arge bodiee of troops arrived from 
the eastward. GovernOr :Mifflin arriv
ed this day. 

Oet. J9 

nental troops shall be annexed to the 
light corps under the c(lmmand of Col. 
R. Pherson. 

Oct. 20 

The troops were paraded and re
viewed by Generals Lee anit Mifflin, 
who express their approbation of the 
soldierly appearance, spirit and good 
conduct of the army in general. 

Oct. 21 

The President being about to return 
to Philadelphia to attend the approach
ing session of Cnugress, made an ele
!!ant 'address to Gen. Lee, expressing 
generally his approbation of the ap
pearance, spirit and good ~onduct of 
the army, and his warmest wi~hes for 

!their success in the cause of rational 
The number of troops at Bedford in-: liberty, and the support of the laws of 

I 
cludIng those that arrived this day, a-: their country. This address and the 
mounted to between five and 6000, I order to march to Pittsburg was pull
and'occupied a circular encampment, llished to-day. 



46 VERMONT HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

The town of Washington, the "cen
tre of the territory of sedition," is 
graphically described: "the couritry," 
he continues, "trembles around us and' 
the late insurgent. inhabitants are as 
humble and submissive as they had 
been insolent and daring before the ar
my appeared. David Bradford, whose 
abilities, influtmee and exertions placed 
him foremost on the list of rebels, had 
descended the Ohio with a number of 
assoeiates, intending to reach the Span
ish territories; and many more of the 
fomentors of discord were seeking their 
safety in flight. 

Nov. 17 

Arrived at Pittsburg * * the whole 
of the Federal army was now at this 
pla('e, except about 1500 who were left 
at Washington. The number now at 
Pittsburg was ealeulated at 12 or 1300. 

FROM NOv. 17 to 24 

Those who had been prineipally con~ 
cerned in the rebellion, and who did 
not choose to abandon their country, 
were now generally secured; and the 
pr,)fessions of repentance in the delud_ 
ed inhabitants at large, had the appear
ance of sincerity. In order however
to preclude the possibIlity of a renewal 
of the uuhappy scenes that had lately 
distracted this country the Command
er in C:lief, General Lee, eontinued at 
Pittsburg, and was employed in organ
izing a body of 1500 Illen to be com
manded by Gen. Morgon, who esta'J
lished his head quarters on the Monon
gabela, a few 'miles from Pittsburg, 
for the pu~pose of enforcing an exact 
obedience to the govlilrmnent. 

Nov. 26 

Gen. Lee left Pittsburg on his re
turn to Virginia. 

The Continental troops to which the 
author belonged contin,:ed on down the 

Ohio and arrived in Cincinnati on the 
29th December. The Spaniards were 
then at work on fortifications at the 
month of the Ohio. 

The whole journal during the ser
vice of Sergeant Elliot in Ohio is in
teresting, and we would like to give it 
entire, did space admit: we condude 
with the following entry on the 3d of 
August: 

"This day the treaty was concluded 
and signed by Gen. Wayne, on the 
part of the United States, and the Sa
chems, Chiefs, and warriors of the 
Wyandot, Deleware, Chipeway,.Otte
way, Shawanee, ·Miami, Potawatamy, 
Eel River, Np.ea? Kickopoo and Kas
klas,- nations or tribes of Indians." 

Not long after the publil'ation of this 
work, Mr. Elliot was elected to Con
gress, where he served. 1803-1809. 

He then published a paper in Phila
delphia. After this, he entere&. the ar
my as a Captain, but after a brief pe
riod of service, returned to Vermont 
where he finally became the Clerk of 
the Court of \Vindham County. in 
which position he died at N ewfar.e on 
Nov. 10,1839. 

An incident connected with his life 
while in Guilford shews that the peo
ple of that'town did not entertain so 
high an opinion of th~ right to vote 
as is manifested at the present day,
It appears that at a freeman's meeting 
Jan. 1793, for the electon of a Feder
al representative, only eleven voted 
while the number of qualified electors 
in town was four hundred! But at the 
election in 1797 , there was It consider
able impr\)Vement, about one hundred 
voted. 

JOHN PHELPS, a contemporary of 
James Elliet, and a warm friend and 
admirer of Judge Tyler, was the au
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thl)r of several pie(~es of poetry on<.> of 
which, called "New England" became 
quite popular in its day. He composed 
several Christmas hymns for choir at 
the usual celebrations of Christmas at 
Christ Church, Guilford, whlCh are 
still extant; and in 1835, he published 
a compilation, called the "Legal Classic, 
or the Young American's first book of 
Rights and Duties, " a small work of 
about '.50 pages. He wall also the au
thor of one, or more politica~ pam
phlets. 

His wife, Mrs. Almira Phelps, pre
pared. for the press, one edition of 
her Botany in Guilford, and wrote sev
eral other works of instruction on 
chemistry and ot.her subjects, some
where between 1830 and 1835. 

"'HSS STELLA PHELPS, 

daughter of John Phelps, wrote nu
merous pieces of verse, some of which 
were very flatteringly received by the 
public. 

FROM: 
LINES ON THE nEATH OF A'iFATHER. 

By ELISABETH PECK, 

Say, Spirit ot my Fathm'! dost thou knOW, 

When oft my mother a~ the silent eye 


Ascends with all the "luxury of woe,' 

To weep in silence o'er thy dewy grave? 


Oft at that lonely hOllr, wilen all is still, 


'vhen labor ceased, and the laborer sleeps, 

S he climbs with hasty steps the Yillage hill, 

And o'er thy.lUlmble gl'a\'e in silence weeps 


Oh! if thy blesse(l spirit, lingering near, 

Would sootbe her woes and bid her SOrrOWS 
ceu.sf', 

,/ Wipe from her grief.worn cheek the trick· 

ling tear 
And to her throbbing bosom whisper peace. 

* '" '" * * 
FROM: 

THE GRASS. 

I,owly my lot-


Among the flowers of gorgeous dyes 


And thOuRand perfnmes that arise, 


I am forgot. 

y<'t through the eart.ll 

All flesh that move in gentle mood 

For carpet, susteuauce and food 


Mnst own my worth. 


My name is grass: 


And thongh of POOl', ignoble birth 


And Cluahed and trampled to the earth 

BV all that pa.s. 


I stronger grow. 

~Iy roots with firmer fibre'prest, 

My leaves in hrigllter verdnre drest, 


And hrighter glow. 


And learn of me 
\Vhen ingrate mortals rudely spurn 

And ills for blessmgs give. to meek retnrll 
Sweet charity, 

JEREMIAH GRF.l';NU;AF 

entered the. U. S. service from Guilford 
durmg the war of 1812, and was pro
moted to a lieutenant in 1816; at what 
period he left the service and returned 
to his home, we have not iea,rned; bnt 
at about that period he published a work 
on grammar, called "Grammar Simpli
fied," which is regarded by many even 
now as the plainest and best treatise on 
that difficult subject which has eVer 
been producerl. It first appeared in 

·182l and speedily run many editions, 
the 20th edition being published in 
Brattleboro in 1822. At a later period 
he prepared a modified form of this 
work called the "Labor Saving Gram-. 
mar," which was published in 1855, 
but it is not equal to his original trea
tise. 

Since that period the published liter
ature of Guilford has consisted almost 
exclnsively of an occ!tSional piece of 
poetry; generally by. some young lady. 
Some of these productions are posses
sed of considerable merit but it is ev
ident there is not such literary aspi
ration as existed formerly. The fresh
ness and attending life in a newIy open
ed country have aiready felt the effects 
of time and are like the masic of the 

47 
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birds that pass away with the vernal Iso called sleigh-rides, u~ed to be held, 
sei,tson. and occasional dancing·s~hools. 

THEIPIAN SOCIETIES, LYCElJMS AND 

AMUSElUENT!'. 

Of a kin to literary circles are 
Theipian Societies and debating dubs. 
Ot' these, several have arisen' from 
time to time, though they have never 
continued for any lengthy period. 

B~tween the year 1825 and 1832, a 
Tbeipian Society was estabJished by 
the young people of the East Village 
which enacted several plays on different 
occasions. Their exhibitions were held 
in the hall of the tavern; and one of 
the principal plays brought' forward 
was Sheridan's "Pizarro:' . 

But gcnerally shorter and more a
musing plays were selected. , 

A strolling company of players a
bout this period eame from Albany to 
Brattleboro to exhibit there: but as 
Gen. Jonathan HUl:;t. a resident of 
Brattleboro, . a member of Congress, 
and a person much belovec1Ly the peo
ple, bad recently died, the inhabitants 
were averse to gayety at that time and 
the players exhibited for a night or 
two at Algiers. 

It was in the hall above mentioned, 
that Potter, the l\fagician used always 
to exhibit his performances. This Pot
ter was a m1;llatto, who had been 
brought away from Southern slavery 
by aNew Hampshire sea captain; and 
he was one of the most expert jug
glers of the age. He always drew a 
full house whenevt:r he came; and with 
the proceeds of his art he finally re
tired from active life and built a house 
in Andover, N. H. where he died som" 
years since. 

The hall of the tavern was design
ed chiefly as a danCing hall. It was 
there thanksgiving balls and dances, 

The tavern, itself has been the cen
tre of various changing scenes. 

A Masonic lodge Ollce held their 
meetings in its hall; but in . course of 
time a hot dispute arose about the re
latiolJ which such societies bore to a 
free government, and in the earnest 
couflict of opinion the 10d!5e suceumb
ed. In those days the very passengers 
in the stage coach that stopped to 
change mails were heard in sharp dispu
tation about masonry. The coach ar
rived from the south about 9 o' clock P. 
M. Sometimes tile driver announced his 
approach by winding a melodious tin 
horn; and not until he had dashed a
way did the uSllal knot of villagers 
depart. 

Among the amusements of the villa
gers who ,spent their evenings around 
the-barroom fire were telling stories and 
singing songs which wel'e often enliven
ed by a circulation of mugs and half
mugs of flip and punch. A blind miller 
by name of Stevens composed songs and 
set· them to music. The refrain, in 
which all joined, of one, ran: 

Thus 	as through life we go, I woultl have 

you to know 


There are slaves in high life as well as in 

low. 


The celebration of 


THE FOIJRTH OF JULY 

was seldom omitted at least so far as 
the consumption of powder extended ': 

and we remember festivities on one 
occasion in honor of the victory of 
Lake Erie, 

Shooting matches were frequent du
ring the winter. 

Base ball was played by the young 
men on Fast day; and once, at least, 
while snow wa'> on the ground, there 
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was a hunt for the white rabbit. Elihue 
Field, the keeper of the ta\'crn and the 
post-office was the leading spirit In this 
sport, and often were the corners of 
his bar-room decorated at the close of 
a day's hunt ,wit h the ft)wling-rieees of 
the party and the rabbits which they 
had shot. 

He, also, took a lively interest in the 
political affairs of the country; an.d 
when the f,rreat speed, of 'Vebster 
was linging through New England, we 
remember to have been struck by his 
appearance on one occasion: a tall, 
slim man with a large bright Llac·k eye, 
as stretching forth his hand, he repeat
ed the following passage: 

"I shall enter on no encomium upon 
Massachusetts; she needs none, there 
she is. There is Boston, and Concord 
and Lexington and Bunker Hill, and 
there they will remain forever. The 
bones of her sons, falling in the great 
struggle for Independence, now lie 
mingled with the soil of every state 
from New England to Georgia; and 
there they will lie forever." 

'I'HE FINE ARTS. 

No person from Guilford, as we are 
aware of, has ever distinguished him
self as au artist; but a young gentle
man,- Richardson, Billings- pro
duc6d several oil paintings between the 
years 1840 and 1850, whieh evinced a 
high degree of artist,ie talent and ge
uius. Unfortunately he died at an early 
age; had, he lived, he promised to be
come the equal of the artists, Mead 
and Brown, of whom he was the cotem
porary, who are natives of the two ad
joining towns of Brattleboro and Ley
den. 

AGRICULTURE. 

The dairy interests, which used to 
be. very great, the butter and cheese 

of Guilford ranking first in the Boston 
market, is now reduced to a compara
tive small scale, there being but little 
cheese produced, and much lells hutter 
than formerly. The pastures are great
ly worn out and need renewal by fer
tilizers, wbich ~an hardly take place 80 

long as the labor of the town contin
es to seek as it has done for the last 
forty year!', the more fertile fields of 
the'VesL That princple of the soil, 
phosphat", of lime, which goes to form 
bone and also lime, was so thoroughly 
exhausted during the dairy period that 
the cows came at length to suffer from 
the bone disease, and in many cases 
could hardly stand to graze from the 
weaknel!s of their "bones, the phOS
phate of lime necessary to their strength 
having been almost entirely taken from 
the soil and carried off in butter and 
cheese to Boston. It was at one time 
customary for the priucipal farmers to 
carry to that market. the product of 
their own daries; going ill the winter 
seaSOn with two, and sometimes four 
horse-teams, and returning in the course 
of two weeks with a ~mpply of grocer
ies for the year. 

The land produces excellent crops of 
corn, grass, and oats; but does not 
yield potatoes as well as formerly.
Stock-growing may now be considt:red 
as the principal interest, and efforts 
have been made during the last five 
year:; to introduce good breeds of cat
tle, horses and sheep. Bone-dust, ei
ther given in meal, or liberally strewn 
upon the pastures is found to be an ef
fectual cure for the bone-disea:3e. Not 
enough grain is raised for the consump
tion of the stock, and a great deal of 
corn is imported from the West for this 
purpose. ' 

I Fruit thrives so well that the proper 
eare need only to be taken to insu're 
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SUccess in its cultivation. Peaches have 
always been produced to some extent, 
ever since introduced, while the pre
CiOllS plums and pears of 1\£r. Briggs in 
the north-west part of the town, shew 
what can he done in that way by intel
ligence and attention. The southern 
slopes, where well sheltered from the 
northern winds, would doubtless yield 
good grapes; but unfortunately the cul
tivation of that fruit is not genial to the 
habits of the people, and but. few as 
yet have attempted it. 

STATISTICS 01<' 1850. 

Vallle of farms, $413,223,00: 

Farming imple~ents $12,998,00: 

Number of horses 294: 

Number of milk cows, 608: 

Number of working ox~n, 409 ; 

Other cattle, 908: 

Sheep, 2281: 8wine, 329: 

Value of live stock, $64,523,00: 

Bushels of corn raised, 13.614: 

Bushels of oats. 13.186: 

Bushels of rye, 663: 

Bushels of barley, 2.664: 

Value of orchard products, $1.978: 

Pounds of cheese, 30.250: 

Pounds of butter, 55.569: 

Tuns of hay, 4.684: 

Pounds of hops, 2.361 : 

Pounds 9f maple sugar, 30.856: 

Bushels of beans, 336: 

Bushels of potatoes, 17.357: 

Gallons of molasses, 400: 

Value of animals, slaughtered $17.321: 

Bushels of wheat, 214; 

In 1863-64, an effort at associated 
action was made for the improvement 
of the stock of the town, and a 

FARlifER'S CLUB 

was formed at the Middle of the town, 

of which Mr. Charles Lynde became 

president. 


A good brp-cd of cattle was intro

duced, and a correspondhigmovement 


was made at the same time by Mr. 

Perry Melendy of the East Village, 

and others; and at the same time an

other movement wad made by Mr. 

Bryant l\.felendy of South Hollow, to 

improve the breed of horses, which 

promises some success. :Mr. George C. 

Hall of New York. has also kept SOme 

fine horses in town, where he purchas

eil a farm for this purpose. 


The statistics of 1860 exhibit a very 
considerable falling off from the censns 
Iof 1850. This may be owing in part to 
I some defect in the taking of' the census; 
but still there has doubtless been a de
crease in the agricultural products of -t.he town. 

STATISTICS OF 1860. 


Horses, 261: cows, 556 : 


Oxen, 324: other (',attIe, 804 : 


Sheep, 2.506: swine, 310: 


Wheat, 1033 bushels: 


Rye, 241 bushels: 


Corn, 7735 bushels: 


Oats, 6377 bushels: 


Wool, 8615 pounds: 

Sugar, 47.026 pounds: 


Hops 10.311 pounds: -.... 

Hay, 4408 tuns: 


Butter, 3,1.870 pounds: 


Cheese, 9995 pounds: 


It would be well to have the census 

taken by the town constable, Qr SOme 

other person of the township, and to 

have a copy entered upon the record 

of the town. 
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Persons from all parts of the townRELIGION. 
used to attend this church,"and at timesIt appears from the chnrch rec9rds 
the roads were thronged on the SabbathDf Brattleboro that arrangements were 
by those who wended their way to it.made as <3arly as 1769, 'between the 

The house though large, waS ofteninhabitants of that town and those of 
more than filled, so that many sat aGuilford for the snpport of Mr. Reeves, 
round the doors outside. It was builta Congregational preacher. The people 
during the last decade of the last cenof Guilford were to pay half the sala
tury, ata time when thp, town had atry, £ 60, New York cnrrency, and one 
tained its maximum population. ThesIxth of the settlement, which was also 
graveyard was on one side of it, and£ 60, and Mr. Reeves was to preach 
the large two-story mansion of Doct.half the time for them, they losing the 
Hyde on the other. This church wastime when bad weather prevented his 
as we remember it, a large, t.wo-story preaching there." , 
weather-stained building, without a

The first edifice erected for Congre
~teeple, a circular window at the gable

gational service was locaied upon one 
euds, large, square pews, the seats on 

Df the highest hills, at what is called 
hinges, and an upper gallery extending

Guilford Centre, though the village, so 
round three sides. The congregation

called, is about a mile to the north-
stood while at prayers, and the seats 

ward of the geographical centre of the I . d t . ore ,t ndI'ngwere raIse 0 give m s a 
town. 

room. When the prayers were finished 
The early settlers, descendants of the seats were lowered and were usual

the pilgrims" on entering and taking ly allowed to fall to their places with a 
possession of a new country, seem to, great clatter. There was no means of 
have associated their religious condi- warming this edifice in winter, sLlce 
tion with that of the Jews on entering it was before th e days of furnaces and 
the Holy Land, and their idea of WOI'- stoves; but ladies often carried small 
ship was always connected with the act foot-stoves made of tin. which were 
()f going up to the temple of the Lord." heated by a cup of coals placed within. 
There is moreover, a natural associa- In summer when the weather had 
tion between religious sentiment and become warm, young ladies appear
elevated position. ed in white dresses; and as wheeled 

The size of the township from its vehicles had hardly begun to be imro· 
()rigin in early colonial, times, arose, dnced, many rode on horse-back. Fol
doubtless, from the limits over which lowing the primitive custom of the 
a congregation of healthy, energetic times, some of the foot-travelers carri
persons could conveniently travel, on ed an extra pair of shoes with them, 
foot, if nece~sary in going to and re- which they put on in the place of an 
turning from church. It was in fact older ~nd poorer pair just before en
the religious parish that determined the te:!'i'lg the church, leaving the old pair 
size of the civil municipality,; and when t'llcked away outside_ Boys and girls 
Benning Wentworth made his town- often went barefoot in summer time. 
ship grants embrace six miles square, and when they attended church, they 
he was fullowing a cu~tom that had aI-I carried their shoes in their hands until 
ready become establi~hed by usage. they reached the (~hurch door. 
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After the union of the Congegation
alists with the Episeopalhtlls of the East 
Village in 1819, this church was still 
used on alternate Sundays for a time; 
but finally, it went iut·) the possessiou 
of the Universalists who arose in town 
and by them was taken down in 1837, . 
a.nd put up in a new shape in th.e vil-
laO'e at the foot of the hill.' The man
si~n of Dr. Hyde was flestroyed by fire; 
and nothing now remains upon the hill 

from which the::te two "tately edifiees 

RICHARD WILLIAM'S C.HURCH, 

so called, was organized in 1780, and 
by the close of the following decade it 
numbered 100 members. 

This eongregation was probalJly lo
cated in South Hollow or the eastel'll' . 
parts of the town and perhaps ill both. 
There was formerly a church edifice 
in East Guilford which has long siu<:!c 
been taken down and moven. 

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH. 

used to overlook. the country around I 'Th dB' t h h e secon aptls c urc was con-
except the grave-yard. The monu- t' t d' 1"'81 It h' 1796

'II h h'" s ltU e ill , . s preac er In.ments there WI S ew by t elr Inscnp-. R Who J b t 

. . • was ev. Itman aco s.
tIOns that the town has seen better 
days. 

Across an intervening valley, stood 
another similar edifice with the same 
weatlH:~r-stained appeamnce, and the 
same circular windows in the ends.
It was designed for the use of the Bap
tists. At what precise time it was built 
we have no authentic information. It 
was never entirely finished, and was 
taken probably down about the year 
1833, for the purpose of being rebuilt 
in Brattleboro, where it is now called 
the "Valley Mills." 

A smaller building nE'arer Hines
b"urg and on a lower sHe was erected in 
1816, and has been in constant use by 
the Baptists ever since. It has recent
ly been repaired and ornamented with 
the addition of. a small steeple. It con
tains about 4f)pews, and may average 
an attendance of 100 persons. In 1860 
it was presented with a communion 
service of silver by Mr. E. Blake of 
Spingfield, Mass. 

It would appear from the records of 
. this church that the early settleI'~ of I 
Guilford were largely 'composed ;:;1' 
Baptists, since t.t one period there were 
four considerable societies in town of 
that denomination. 

THIRD BAPTiS'!' CHURCH. 

The Third Church was constituted 
in 1782. It was located in the north
ern part of the town and the Reverend 
.Pcleg Hicks was its presiding elder for 
some 18 years, when in June 1800 ;t 
became united with th~ Second Church. -.. 
It is now the only Baptist society in 
town. 

FOURTH BAPTIST CHURCH. 

The Fourth Church was constituted 
in 1797. in the southern part of' the 
tOWIl. In 1802, Benjamin Bucklin be
ca::ne its pa.."!tor and preached some 2(} 
years. It then dissolved. 

These church societies usually as
sembled in dwelling-houses, barns. 
school-houses and groves; the only 
established place being those which we 
have already mentioned. ..... 

THE BAPTIST ::IIBUSTERS 

who have officiated for this church 
since the Rev. lUilo Tracy are: 

Rev. Edmund H. Smith, 1842: 

Rev. Samuel S. Kingsley, 1848: 

Rev. Henry Archibald, 1852: 

Rev. John Hunt, 1855: 

Rev. Joseph B.Mitchell, 1857: 
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Rev. J. P. Huntington, 1859 : 


Rev. Geo. Carpenter, 1861: 


Rev. Jonas G. Bennet, 1864: 


Rev. Samuel Fish, 1867: 


The members are gratified with the 

belief that the church is now in a re
viving condition. It has remained as 
a bright light through the darkest peri
ods of the town's decline, and has been 
the centre and principle of Christian 
union and social comfort. to some of 
our substantial and most worthy fam
ilies. 

Weare indebted for the principal of 
these factil to DEA.•JOHN CARPENTEH, 
Church Clerk, who is a native of the 
town, and is now [1869 or '70J seven
tY' six years of age. 

THE EPISCOPAL CHRUCH EDU'ICE 

of the East Village has been newly slat 
ed, paintl'd and thoroughly repaired 
since 1860, for which service the par
ish gratefully acknowledged the assist
!lllCe of Mrs. Jane McMillan of Cleve
and, Ohio, a native of Guilford. 

This church used formerly to have. 
an attendance of about 300; but ()f 
late years it has been maintained under 
great disadvantages; its members hav
ing been gradually, but constantly re
duced by death and emigration until 
regular attendance numbers only be
tween forty and fifty persons. Yet 
these are full of hope that their days 
of greatest trial are past, :-.nd that they 
may transmit to future times a wor
ship which with its old pleasant mem
ories has been such a warming source 
of lInion to themselves and their fa
thers. 

The clergymen who have officiated 
in 'Christ Church since the ministra
tion of the Rev. Frederick Wadleigh 
from Sept. 18, 1841 to June 30, 1845, 
are: 

Rev. John B. Pratt, a second time, 
Aug. 23 1846 to Aug. 8, 1850. 

Rev. G. C. Eastman, May 18, 1851. 

Rev. Ethan Allen, October 1855 
to May 19, 1867, at which time this 
worthy pastor died. 

Rev. Silas M. Rogers, from Aug. 4, 
1867. 

THE METHODISTS 

have a small chapel at Green I~iver 
which was built some yean; ago and 
which has been recently repaire!l. Its 
erection and the support of service 
there were largely due to the efforts 
of MR. SAMUEL CUTTING. 

According to tradition the first 
Methodist preaching in Guilford. began 
about seventy years ago. \Ve have 
this statement from 

MR. AJlIHERST LAJlIB, 

an exhorter in the church. Between 
the years 1820 and 1830 this sect ex
hibited the greatest activity and seems 
to have attained it,; widest influence. 

The preacher now is the 

REV. A. G. BOWKER, 

and service is held by him in su('cei>
sion at the East Village, at Guilford 
Centre and at Green River. The at
tendance at all three places numbers 
considerably less than 100 persons.
Mr. Bowker was preceded in the mi
nority by the Rev. Hubbard Eastman. 

UNIVERSALISM IN GUILFORD. 

In 1829, JlIATTHEW HALE SMITH, who 
has since distinguished himself as a 
clever newspaper writer and as the 
author of several works, among which 
is "Sunshinp, and Shadow in New 
York," came to Guilford to preach 
Universalism, then, comparitively, a 
new doctrine in that part. of the coun
try. He was a young man of talpnt, a
bout 18 years of age, and, he soon be
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came very popular with his hearer!'.
He preached in the old Congregation
al church at Guilf0rd Centre; but does 
not appear t(l have remained long since 
in 1832, he returned to Hartford. Ser
vices were held from that period at in
tervals until about 1860, since which 
they have entirely ceased. 

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH. 

In 1855, a small chnrch for Congre
gational service was erected in the 
East Village, the 

1!EV. MOSES G. GROSVENOR 

became the preacher ano. continued in 
that office with intermissions, laboring 

appears tu have been kept up with un
abated care and attention. 

There are 14 districts in town and 
though the number of pupils in each 
is less than half what it used to be 
though the expense is doubled and we 
are not so many to bear it as formerly. 
Summer and winter schools are still 
held in each district. The winter school 
now, is often kept by young ladies, 
where the services of a male teacher 
used to be considered necessary. 

A general progress in these schools 
dllring the last generntion is noticea
ble particularly in this, that it is not 

with zeal and, fervor until 1865, when. unfrequently the case that the more, 
he removed to the West. advanced sC~l)lars in arithmetic ar!;\' 

Since the departure of Mr. Grosve· : taught algebra. 
nor, there has been only occasional 
preaching at this church, and general
ly by the Methodists. The Young 
Men's Christian Associati(jn of Brat. 
tleboro have recently held prayer-meet
ings there on Sunday aftern~ons. 

A general social improvement among 
the people i~ also remarked in the great~ 
er number of musical instruments of 
the higher order that are met with in 
the hODses of the inhabit,ants. Young -
ladies may be heard playing the piano 

The attendants on services there wa~ or melodeon where twenty years ago 
never considerable. Its erection does such instruments were hardly known. 
not seem to have been occasioned by During the present decade the cur
any growth of religious interest, or the rency of the country and prices of ev
want of additional church 'accomoda~ ery thing have been intlated by the 
tion; for there was already a sufficient, war of the Rebellion, and the wages 
number of such edifices in town to seat of tea(~hers have correspondingly risen 
nearly, if not all the inhabitants.- with those of other classes of employ
:From the most reliable statements we es. The average pay of male teachers 
have been able to procure, not more 20 years ago was about $14 a month; 
than oue person in six, or five at far- of female teachers five ('I' six dollars 
therest. attends cburch of any denumi- per month. The average at this time '\. 
nation. The religious spirit of the peo-' is about $ 80 for male teachers and 
pIe as evinced by church-going, wben from $12 to $16 for female; but when 
compared with what it was forty females teach winter schools their wag
years ago, exhibits a marked contrast es are about the same as those of 
and decline. males. 

EDUCATION. Select schools have occasionly been 
But though the maintainance of rc- established in town; but they have 

ligous worship has undergone a chang'e never been maintained for any consid. 
the educational interest of the town erable length of time. 

'



GUILFORD. 
-.-~---.. ---... ---

COLLEGIATES. 

The following are the names 'of men 
who as far as we can learn, have en
tered college from Guilford: 

Dana Hyde, Jr. -t!. V. M.- Doctor: 

Timothy Phelps,,, ,. " Lawyer: 

Henry Denison, do, Lawyer & Ed. : 

Erastus Root,,, Doctor: 

Timothy Root, Amherst, Congo Cl. : 

Isaac Bucklin, Bapti~t Clergyman: 

William Bullock, William's College: 

Ebenezer Boyden, Yale, Epis. CI.: 

Justin Carpenter, Union, Lawyer: 

llal'k Carpenter, " Bap. Cl.: 

Ira Carpenter, Middlebury, Teacher: 

Samuel Gregory, Teacher: 

Am~s lV. Hart, ?vIiddlebury, " 

HenrylV. Allen, Hobart, Epis. Cl.: 

Alex. V. G. Allen, Gambia, " 

Besides these, Gen. J. W. PhE'lps 
graduated at the West Point Military 
Academy i~ 1836, and entered the 
army. 

James M. Tyler graduated at the 
Albany Law School in 1860 and be
came a lawyer. 

John Phelps received an honorary 
degree of A. B. from the University 
of Vermont in 1811. 

Amos W. Hart, mentloned, spent 
but one year in Middlebury; he then 
pursued his studies in Germany. 

Samuel Gregory is President of the 
College of Female Physicians, Boston. 
Mass. 

Hosea Ballou, President of Tufts 
College, Mass. is a native of Guilford 

Alex:. V. G. Allen is Professor in 
the Theologic.al Semiuary, Cambridge, 
Mass. 

The Rev. Wilbur Fisk has b~en pre
viously mentioned as a native of the 

town. On window No. 14 in the 
Metropolitau ~lemorial Methodist 
Episcopal Church, Washington, D. C. 
is the following inscription: 

"Wilbur Fiske, D. D., John Demp
ster, D. D Founders of Methodist 
Theological Schools in America." 

James and Daniel Packer, natives 
of the town, became Baptist clergy
men. 

LAWYERS AND PHYSICIANS. 

Royal Tyler Elisha Bigelow and 
John Phelps have' been the principal 
practicing lawyers of the town. There 
has been no resident lawyer in Guil
ford since 1835. 

Drs. Dana Hyde, Sr. and Benjamin 
Stevens were the earliest settled physi
cians of whom there is any record. 
Both resided on the hill near the old 
Congregational church, and both rear
ed each a son to the medical profes
sion: Drs. Dana Hyde, Jr. and Benj
amin W. Stevens, the latter of whom 
is stiUliving in town at the age of 80 
years. 

Drs. Edwin and Elisha Cross, and 
Frank Burdick have practised medi
cine ill town for short periods of time 
and Dr. N. Webster is now in prac
tice. 

MILITARY. 

At what time military trainings be
gan in Guilford we have no precise in
formation j but as early as 1775, an 
organized band is mentioned as being 
present from there at the disturbances 
of \Yestminster. Those disturbances 
sprang from the general spirit of lib
erty, independence and disaffection 
then prevailing against the mother 
country which was greatly aggravated 
still by a belief on the part I)f the set
tlf~rs that the royal Court then about to 
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:set at Westminster would give descis.-I were, indeed, ulso, those of the flood
ions averse to their land claims and wood. 
titles. The sitt,ing of the court was re
sisted by the "liberty meu," who were 
in tnrn attacked by the court party, or 
tories, and several of their number 
wounded, two of them mortally.
The band from Guilford marched to 
the support of the "liberty men." 

In 1782, seven years after this event, 
we have the record of three compa
nies in town, the names of whose offi
-cers are given. And even earlier still 
in February 1776, 'a company belong
ing to Guilford is mentioned in a re
,port of Col. Benjamin Carpenter to 
the New York Provincial Congress. 
From this time the militia organization 
,of the town appears to have been kept 
up with great spirit for more than haJf 
a century. About the year 1830, this 
.spirit began to decline and by the close 
-of 1840, had nearly expired, the last 
June training having taken place, it is 
.said, in 1846. 

Perhaps at no timn did the military 
:spirit run higher than dming the dec
ade between 1820-1830. At one time 
of this period, there were thref large 
foot eompanies in town besides a cav
,aIry company whieh was made up in 
part from Brattleboro. The cavalry 
and one company of infantry were 
,called volunteer companies, whUe the 
other two companies were Ilsually term
ed "flood-wood"; so called from being 
made up from all kinds of men; every 
one between the age~ of IS and 45; 
with certain exceptions, bRing obliged 
to train and furnish his own musket, 
equipments and lmiform. No compa
des in regular service ever made a bet
.ter appearance 'than the two volunteer 
companies; their uniforms were exceed
jngly martial in appearance, and their 
.arms and equipments were complete; as 

The infantry volunteer company 
uniforms consisted of a blue coat trim
med with yellow, large eagle buttons, 
white drill pants, gaiters or boots, 
white vest, leather stock, and leather 
helmet with high tin crest from which 
flowed long, red horse-hair, while from 
a cockade, Oll the left 'rose a tall, red 
feather plume with white top. 

This cavalry had for its Captain be
tween the years 1823 and 1829, Philip 
Martin, a soldier of the war of 1812, 
a man of great military spirit and char

acter and of devoted patr·iotism. His 
father had served in the Revolutionary 
war, and he, himself, had a son, who 
served in the department of the Gulf 
during the War of the Rebellion. 

The cavalry uniform consisted of red 
coats, hlue pantaloons and helmets like 
the infantry, but trimmed with bear
skin ,as also, were their holsters. Their 
arms consisted of a long sabre, a brace 
of brass moun~d pistols, and they usu· 
ally rode fine horses. 

When the first Tuesday of June ar
rived, all these trooqs swarmed trom 
the hills and vallies to training at the 
"middle of the town." The thunder 
of the bass drnm, the rattle of the 
snare drnm, the fife, bugle and clario
net awakened the slumbering echoes; 
bright armor and showy uniforms 
gleamed amidst. ~he green foliage then 
all in its prime, and the town was all 
astir, gingerbread, lemons and oranges 
and apples scarcely less valued tl;1an 
they at that season, cider, pop-beer, etc 
were offeren. for sale from waggonf> at 
every turn; rum, puneh -of the most 
dehcious kind was mixed in imstinted 
qu&ntities at the store and tavern; the 
troops marched and countermarched, 
maneuvered and fired blank cartridges; 
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the rolls were called and unlike the! prising going to the West. Of all the 
practice .in Shakespear's time, all who military activity that once existed in 
were absent, not those present, 'were Guilford- of all the paraphernalia in 
pricked, and never was there a more which it Once exhibited itself, by the 
enjoyable time for all both old and! year 1850, hardly a vestige remained. 
young than June training day. I It would probably have been impossi-

In the fall of the year when the Ible then to have found half a dozen 
stre~s of the .,ummer work was over, I muskets or parts of uniform in town, 
a more extensive military parade was and such waS actually the case on the 
made and the companies of several break out of the Rebellion in 1861. 
neighboring towns joined together for Since that war an effort has been 

weIll held, where the m,tneuvres appIO- f th 12th' f h 
performed, Is 

"general muster." At musters I made by the State to revive the mili-

SHAM nGHTS Itia, and Guilford has been associated 
. '" : with Vernon in raising one cOlllpuny 

. as part 0 e' reO'lment 0 t e 
prlate to real battles were te '" 

. f • ta .and at tnnes a band 0 men represent
ing Indians in dress and warfare style, 'I' THE ""AR OF 1812. 
formed it part of the contending scores, "Ve have no means of ascertaining 
making som<3 piece of wood" on the \'fUny the namcs or number of men 
field ring with the medley of their yells who went from Guilford to the War of 
and the crack of their rifles. 1812, since no record of them was, 

At one of these musters held at Brat- kept as there ought to have been on 
tleboro, Sept. 11, 1816, the Guilford the town book. 
Light Infantry Company was on the The follo,\ ing names have beeu fur
ground by dayli~ht in the morning bllt nished to us, taken chiefly from the 
its ardor was somewhat damped by 
being ordered to take the left of the 
regimental line instead of the right, a 
position which its commander, Captain 
Martin claimed by virtue of commis
sion, if not by the excellence of his 
company. The order being reitereated 
he marched off his company and mus
tered, inspected anfl drilled it by 
itself; as the mcn were proml of their 
old warrior captain, t,hey would ,sus
tain him in anything that he might do. 
Re was court martialed, ~ut finally 
acquitted. Gen. Jonathan Hunt, then 

. ."Geol'O'e Carpenter:a candH]ate for Congress, aeted as IllS 

attorney; and doubtless political con

siderations had much to do in occasion
ing as weH as settling the discord. 

Since that period, the population has 
rapidly declined, the young and ent"r

muster roll of the 2d Company of the 
31st Unitecl State's Infantry which 
was in the Battle of Plattsburg, and 
may be relied on as correct, VIZ: 

Sergt. Philip 1\Iartiu : 

Private Samuel Roberts; 

" Asa Bullock: 

" Joel Bolster, Jr: 

" Benjamin Dennis: 
H Rodolphus Eddy: 

" Theophilns Wadleigh: 

., ,John K. Chase: 

0 

" Joshua Culver, Jr :. 

Besides these it is known that Eph
raim Gale, Jr. and.Jonathan Chase 
served in the cavalry, and that Joseph 

, Jacobs died in the service . 

• 
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The war of 1812 waE not very pop- The officers known to bave gone 
ular in New England, and it had not from Guilford to the War of 1812 

-a few opponents in Vermont; but hn- were: 
mediately on its declaration by our Jeremiah Greenleaf, 2d Lient. 31st 
-Government, June 18, 1812, a compa- Infantry: 
ny of old men called the"Silver Gravs" I Ben: "IT S't S• J. ". evens. urgcoll: 
was organized and erilled, many of . . 
whom had been Revolntlonary soldIers. 
'They ('alleci themselves "minute men", 
and with their silvt1r locks rendered im

J)ressive by Revolutionary memories, 
they m!Hle an imposing appearance, 
forciblYT to the risinO' O'eneration to sus-

O~ 

taiD the country in her hour of need. 

The names Df some )f' this company 
of the Silver Grays as handed down 

by tradition: 

Gen. Aaron Barney: 

Isaac Noyes: 

James Noyes: 

J ()hn Phelps: 

Cyrus Carpenter: 

Samuel Shepherdson: 

Joseph Boyden! 

Nathan Hatch: 

James Packer: 

James Slaughter: 

Aaron Franklin: 

Elihu Field, Sr11.: 

David Baker: 

Jonah Cutting: 

Joel Bolster, Sen.: 

Paul Chase: 

Cyrus Martin: 

William Marsh: 

Ephraim Gale, Sen: 

Andrew Wilkins: 

Thomas Lynde: 

Jason Makepea<:e: 

William Hines: 

Fred Ashcraft: 

J h C ~ .onllt an K. hase, CaptaIn of 
C I ava ry' 

. 
Isaac Noyes, Captain of Infantry: 

After the war, Benjamin W. Stevens 
returned tv the praetice of medieine in 
Guilford, where he still remains at an 

advanced age. 
THE WAR OF 1861

The Dumber of men furnished by 
Guilford for the War of the Rebellion 
as credited in the reports of the Adju
tant General of the State is 124 men. 
Not all of these were inhabitants of 
the town : ~ome of them were proelll
ed elsewhere. Several were negroes, 
who had joined our regiments in the 
South. The sum total of bounties paid 
to these men amounts to $; 3.656.29_ 
The highest bonnty paid to anyone 
mall being $1050. It will be seen that 
the town furnished oue man for about 
every t.en of its inhabitants, and at a 
direet cost of $ 27 for every man, wo
man aud child. The names of IIll these 
men cannot now be ; we he1'e re
cora such as we eoul'lider authentic. 

VOLI:NTEERSFOR Trm~;~; YEARS, 

Previous to October 17, 1863. 

Eliphas Ackely: 

David G_ Baker: 

Hei'bert C. Baker: 

Charles Bixby: 

Thompson Burdick: 

George P. Burrows: 

Andrew Catt-Iey: 

Henry It. Chase: 

J ames Clifford: 

http:3.656.29


Myron L. Corbett: 

.Tohn W. Cross: 

Samuel C. Cutting: 

Edmund Fisher: 

Thomas FILm: 

Lorenzo Frizzell: 

Edward P. Gregory: 

Stephen Gregory: 

Eleazer Grover: 

Henry A. Grover: 

Thomas Harmon: 

Elbridge G. Hill: 

G~orge W. Hill: 

Elisha H. Jaquith: 

Owen Jone,.: 

Robert G. Jones: 

Robert J. Jones: 

Edward K. Keplinger: 

Elbridge F. Lynde: 

Francis .T. Lynde: 
Lewis H. Lynde: 

Daniel H. Marsh: 

William Martin; 

Gilbert Mc Clure : 

Gilbert D. McClure: 

Patrick Moore: 

Osman Nelson: 


Horace S: Warren: 


Charles S. Williams: 


Herbert S. Pierce: 


Frederick W. Rice: 


Lucius B. Shepherdson: 


Lewis Spears: 


Charles D. Stevens: 


Herbert E. Taylor: 


Rufus C. Thorn: 


Thomas E. Toby: 


Emery L. Tubbs: 


Roger A. Tubbs: 
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I' George Wheeler: 

Herbert M. 'Worden: 

VOLUNTEERS FOR THREE YEARS. 

Subsequently to October 17, 1863. 

Harvey D. Barrett: 

George Bowen; 

John Carroll: 

Otis F, Childs: 

Gilbert Clark: 

'Yilliam Dolan: 

Frank Dyer: 

Thomas Erwin: 

Charles P. Howard: 

Franklin Marter: 

Joseph Marter: 

Thomas Monohan: 

John 0' Neil: 

:Frank J. Puffer: 

Amos F. Smith: 

William Smith: 

George 'Vells: 

George A. Wells: 

'William 'Winslow: 

VOI.UNTEERS FOR ONE YEAR. 

Samuel B. Boyden: 

David D. Brown: 

Langdon J. Grover: 

GE'orge C, Williams: 

Ezra 'V. Plum: 

Moses 'V. Robinson: 

James M. Warner 

L,nde A. Starke: 

VOLUNTEERS FOR NINE MONTHS. 

John B. Baker: 

Herbert S. Bangs: 

Charles R. Bardwell: 

Samuel Boyden: 

Rolli" H. Burnett: 

John F. B.urnett: 
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Jo('l Flagg, Jr. : 

Austin A. Hill· 

Samuel S. Hunt: 

George A. Jacobs: 

Samuel B. Ward: 

Henry 1V. Jacobs: 

Frederick H. King: 

Jason Mann; 


Elmer Mason: 


George Il, Ryder: 


Loren Sbephel'dson; 


Sanford A. Smith: 


Grove L. Stoddard: 


Frederick A. Thompson: 


William H. Tyler; 


Orrin F . Wilson : 


ENTERED U. S. NAVY. 


John Chase: 


William Closson: 


Charles Fullerton: 


Thomas 0' Neil: 


Peter Patterson: 


ENTERED SERVICE. 

William :M •. Evans: 


Allen .J. Potter: 


Francis. Berton: 


John 'Watson; 


Charles Smith: 


Patrick Nagle. 


John E. Tyler: 


J (lhn WaIlins: 


John Stevcnson: 


William Cook: 


,John Dunn: 


Manuel Broughton: 


,James Granson: 


KILLED, DIED AND WOUNDED: 

The following is a list as far as can be 
asccrtained. 

KIIXED. 

George A. Jacobs: 

George W. Hill: 

Elbridge F. Lynde: 

Jonn W. Cl'oss: 

Herbert Pierce: 

DIED. 

Charles S. Williams: 

Elbridge G. Hill: 

Stephen Gregory: 

:Moses W. Robinson: 
Edmund Fisher: 


Elisha Jaquith;' 


George A. Wells: 


,John F. Burnett: 


Robert ,J. Jones; 


'Fred W. Rice: 


Lewis Spears: 


WOUNDED. 

Herbert E. Taylor: 


Edward K. Keplinger: 


Lewis H. Lynde: 


Patrick Moore: 


Emery L. Tubbs. 


Of the wounded, one case is of such 
peculiar interest that we will append 
an account of it: 

HERBERT E. TAYLOR, 

Sergt. Co. F ,!th Vermont Infantry 
enlisted, Aug. 31, 1861; wounded in 
the Battle of the Wilderness: First 
wOllnd in the small of the baek, right 
side of the spine, by a piece of shell, 
weighing 3'12 oz., from bore of our 
own guns. It passed tht'ough to the 
left. side of the spine where it remained 
fonr months a.nd was then removed by 
Dr. Geo. F. Gale of Brattleboro: also 
at the same time, he received a gun
shot wound in the left foot j the ball 
of which remained in the wound four 
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weeks. A piece of the heel-bone was 
afterwards removed by Dr. Gale. He 
recovered .. 

OFFICERS OF THE 1VAR OF 1861. 

General ,T. 1V. Phelps and General 
Charles E. Phelps, sons of John Phelps, 

arc. both natives of Guilford. The first I 
enterecl the service as Colonel of the 
First Regiment of' Vermont Volunteers 
and the Second as Lieut. Colonel of the 
Maryland Seventh. 

Colonel Halbert S. Greenleaf, SOIl of 
Jeremiah Greenleaf, was also born in 
Guilford. He commanded the 52d. 
Massachusetts Volunteers in the De
partment of tue Gulf. 

Besides there were: 

Henry R. Chase, :Major, of the 
11th Vermont Vols. 

Roger Tubbs, Lieut .. of the 11th 
Vermont V ols. 

Thon~son BurdiCk, Lieut. of a 
Colorer! regiment 

Frank E. Burdick, Surgeon of an 
Illinois regiment. 

Agricultural implements; 

Barrels, bed-steads, chairs,-eabinet 
fU1'1liture; boots and ",hoes; brick, 
brooms, buttons; 

Carriages, carts, sleighs and sleds; 
cider-brandy, combs, cotton-yarn; 

Harmonicons, haruess-trimlllings,
hats of all kinds; 

Inkstands; leather; linseed-oil; malt j 
ox'-yokes, ox-bows; plows; whiskey. 

Some of the first cast iron plows 
ever made in Vermont, were made in 
Guilford. 

Fulling, cloth-dressing, wool-card
ing were formerly carried on at three 
or four establisments,b'lt these branches 
of industry, as large factories arose, 
went. gradually into disuse They are 
still occasionly met with, though not 
in Guilford, the last in town, having 
disappeared some 15 years since. 

Yet a family of the old stylc IS seen 
now anr! then where the woman raises 
ten or a dozen children, does all her 
own work and "pins and weaves enough 

William 'V. Lynde, Capt., 8th Ito clothe them all, herself and husband 
Vermont Vols. 

Henry H. Pierce, Lieut., of 4th 
Connecticut Vols. 

Frank H. Houghton, 2d· Lieut. 
17th Ohio B[,ttery. 

William 'V. Lynde, Captain, 8th 
Vermont Volunteers. 

MANCFACTURES. 
The various hranehes of manufac

included. 

The domestic linens manufactured 
in town some forty to fifty years ago, 
might compare favorably with those 
producerl in any other quarter of the 
globe. 

Elegant furniture was manufactured 
Iat that period hy Elihu Field, a son of 
one of the original proprietors of the 

ture which have sprun.\! up in the town' town. HIS side-boards which it was 
since its first settlement have generally 
flourished only for a short time. Nu
merous efforts have heen made to ren
them stable, but they have not thus far 
met with much success. 'Ve give a 
Jist of sueh as have been pursued at 
different, periods, viz: 

common to see in all thc principal res i
denees of those days were noted tor 
their beauty of design, convenience Of 
nse and excellence of workmanship.
though 110 longer in fashion they are 
frcquently seen in Guilford alld the 
adjoining towns at this day. 
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The manufactures now existing may 
be represented by four principal sl~te 
quarrics, one brick-yard, three black
smith "hops, one paper-mill, tour per
ambulator shops, one shop for chair
stuff and bed-steads, one grist-mill and 
seven saw-mills. 

The slate quarries and hrlck-yard 
have been in operation for more than 
half a century. The quarries g=e 
employment at one time, between 1850 
1860, to over a 100 men; some 50 or 
60 are now employed upon them.
The slate is of the best possible quality. 
of a dark blue color, hard, firm, with 
a metallic ring, anri apparently of un
ending durability. The quaries extend 
al(\ng a line of some six miles in the 
eastern part of the town, and occur at 
points amidst the prevailing formation 
of rough, gnarled mica slate. 

MEDICAL SPRING. 

In 1868, the Medical Spring at the 
Centre Village, after having remained 
uI!notieed for many years, was again 
brought into URe. In that year, Mr. 
J ames Dalton, formerly from Boston, 
:Mass., but more lately from Calcutta, 
Hindostan, and who was spending a 
time at Brattle"!>oro for his health, and 
turning his atte'ntioll to the traditions 
concerning it, and being convinced of 
itR value, Mr. H. purchased, together 
with several other gentlemen, the old 
Houghton farm on which it is situated 
and commenced bottling the w&.ter for 
market. Before the close of the year, 
many cases of' bottles had been sent to 
Boston. An excellent dissertation On 
the qualities of the water had been 
published in pamphlet form by Doct. 
Root of Guiltord, 51 years previous. 
The qualities then ascribed to it were 
confirmed by a recent analysis made by 
Dr. Charles T. Jackson, State assayer 

to the commonwealth of Massachu
setts and analytie and consulting chem
ist. Its ingredients are: 

Carbonate of lime per gr.!. 15.80 grs. 

" "soda"" 2.4;0 " 
2.99'" iron "" " " 

" magnesia" 0.60 ,; 

Chloride of sodium, " 2.41 " 

Insoluable silicia 0.60 . " 

Organic vegetable, matter with traceS 
of intrate of potash and traees of sul
phate of soda 0.40 " 

Solid matter per gal. 30.80 
" 

Carbonic acid gas 30 cubic inches, 
or 13.74 grs. per gaL 

The water is tonic and ante acid in 
its effects. 

NAVIGATION O.l!' THE CONNECTICUT. 

The town of Guilford does not bor
der upon the Connecticut River, butit 
approaches it to within about, a mile at 
its nearest poiut,-near enough to feel 
the warming effect of its waters, and 
thus to enjoy ,in its eastern borders a 
growth of the sunny chestnut above its 
usual latitude. 

To a town from which so large an 
amOunt of prod4ce went annually to 
market as from Guilford in former 
years, the navigation of the river was 
a matter of great importance. It was 
hoped that steam might be introduced 
upon it to advantage Its waters main
tained a greater average depth in those 
days, before so much of the pristive 
forests were cut away, than it does 
now, and its current was already a 
channel of considerable commerce with 
Hartford and the towns on its banks 
by means of long pole-boats. These 
boats while ascending the river and 
when the south wind'was fresh, wonld 
often hoist large, square, lng sails, and 
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when the canvass bellied out full, noth
ing eould be more beautifully pictures
que than' their stately march as they 
steadily stemmed the. current among 
the fields and villages along its course. 

In anticipation of It successful issue 
to schemes of improvement by the 
navigation of the river, the town con
structed a road to the last villnge down 
Broad Brook to the Connecticut, which 
had never been accomplished till to
wards the close of the decade follow
ing the year 1820. But the asc.mt of 
a small steam-wheel steamer, as far as 
Barnet, efJ'ec:ted Ly much pushing and 
hauling, was all thc result accomplish
ed at this time, and, though other par
tial attempts were made, the subse
quent introduction of railro!.l-ds and the 
reduction of" the number of inhabitants 
by emigration, rendered farther efforts 
unnecessary. 

The foll()wing i" the record of town 
action: 

HEQUEST FOR TOWN il1RETING. 

,Jnn'y 20th A. D. 1825 

T() the Selectmen of Gnilford; 

'Ye the undersigned, inhabi
tants and freeholders of said Guilford, 
request that a Town meeting be called 
f()r the pmpose of choosing a deligate 
to the Winds()r Convention on the 15th 
of Feb'y next, for the purpose of tali-

into consideration the navigation 
of Connecticut River, which we con
sider of Vital importance to the town 
()f Guilford. 

Willard ~Iartin, 
Cyprian Stevens, Edward Houghton, 
Edward Houghton, Jr. Philip ~Iartin, 

Benj W. Stearns. 
.NOTIFICATION: 

The$e are to notify and 
warn the inhabitants of the town of 
Guilford who are legal voters to meet 

at the Town House in said Guilford, 
on the 7th day of .July next, at one 
o'clock P.}L for the following pur
pose, to wit: 

1st To choose a. oderat()r to govern 
said meeting. 

2d To see if the inhabitants will vote 
to cho()se some one person to represent 
the town of Gnilford in a Convention 
to be holden at Windsor in the Coun
ty of Windsor & St of Vt. on th!! 15th 
day of Feb'y next to take into c()nsid
eration the propriety and devise the 
best means of rendering the walers of 
Connecticut HiveI' navigahle for hoat" 
and uniting the waters of Magog Lake 
therewith. 

3d To transact any other business 
thought proper when met. 

Aaron Barney, } 
Wm. Bigel()w, Selectmen. 
Elihu Field, 

A meeting was held agreeably to the 
foregoillg notice, Itnd chose William 
Martin K,q. Moderator. Then v()ted to 
send a delegate to the ·Windsor Conven
tion. 

2d V ()ted. seven dollars he paid out 
of the Treasury f()r the expenses of 
said delegate. 

3d V ()ted to choose a delegate, a 
first and second substitute. 

. 4th Chose John Phelps, Esq. Dele
gate, Cyprian Stevens, Dana Hyde Jr. 
substitutes. 

5th Voted and ch(>se 
.Jonah Cutting, 
Guy Arms, 
,J08. Boyden, 
Philip :Martin 

a COlllmittee t() make an estimate of 
the pr()ducts lind transportation to lind, 
from market, number of tons &c. 

Heport made & aecepted, handed 
over to the Delegate. 

63 



6;1 VERMONT HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

Voted to dissolve said meeting. 

A true record of notice and proceed
ings thereon. 
Attest. Cyprian Stevens, Town Clerk. 

REPRESENTATIVES. 

From the origin of the State gov
ernlllen~ to the present time. 

March 1778: Benjamin Carpenter 
& John Shepheruson. 

October 1778: ComfOl't Starr 
&; Levi Goodnoe. 

1779: David Stowell & .Tohn Noyes. 

1780: David Thurber 
& Levi Goodhue. 

1781: William Bullock 
& John Shepherdson. 

1782: William Smalley: this being 
the first year that the town did not have 
two rcpresentatives. 

1783: Benjamin Carpenter 
& Thomas Cutler. 

1784: Lovewell Bullock 
& William Bullock. 

1785: William Bigelow. 

1786, 7,90,96, Peter Briggs. 

1788: Benjamin Carpenter. 

1789, 91-5, William Bigelow. 

1799-1804,1809-11, John Noyes. 

1805-8, Gilbert Deunison. 

1812, 15.21,28,9, Aaron Barney. 

1813, Jonah Cutting. 

1814,18, .Tohn Phelps. 

1816,19,22,25, 'Villard Martin. 

1820, 24, Joseph Boyden. 

1823, Amos Billings. 

1826-27, Dana Hyde, ,Jr. 

1830. 33, Russell Hyde. 

1831,32. Ward Bullock. 

1834, Nathan Courant. 

1839,44,45, John Lynrle. 

1841, Isaac Brown. IHigh Bailiff. . 

1842-3, Elihu Field. 


1846, 56, Samuel L. Hunt. 


1847, 48, Nath~n P. Chain. 


1849,50, Aaron C. Barney. 


1853-4, Cyrus Carpenter. 


1857,8,67,8, C. C. Lynde. 


1859,60, Levi Boyden. 


1861, William 'V. Barney. 


1862, 65, 6'6, Stephen Smith. 


1863, 64, Samuel L. ~unt. 


STAT}; AND COUNTY OFFICEHS. 

The following are S0l11e of the State 
and County Officers from Gllilford: 

Benjamin Carpenter, Lieut. Govern
or, 1779; Member of the Governor's 
Council, 1788; Member of the Council 
of Censor~, 1785 : 

John Shepherdson, Judge of the 
Supreme Court from 1778 to 1779: 

Royal Tyler, State's Attorney from 
1796 to 1800; elected Judge of the 

-Supreme Court in 1801. 

Samuel SlJeperdson, Member of the 

Governor's Council, 1803,4, 5; Regis
ter of Probate in 1806: 

Gilbert Dennison, 1806-' 10; l\Iem
ber of the GovernOl"s Council, 1809 
and 10; Sheriff from 1811 to 1819; 
Assistant Justice from 1817 to 19: 

.John Phelps, Register of Probate, 
1809 to 12; Member of the Council of 
Censors in 1820, 34; Member of the 
Governor's COI1Pcil in 1831 and 1832; 
one of the College of Electors 1828. 

CyruR Carpenter was Sheriff in 
1852-3: 

Samuel L. Hunt was Senator III 

1861: 

Paul Chase was at one period Depu
ty Sheriff, probalJly about 1820. 

Aaron Barney sen-cd many years as 
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CoL RURsell Hyde was Deputy 
Sher~ff for a period of several years. 

During the corn harvest in October, 
the old style 

HUSKING 

was very common; sometimes ,in barns; 
out of doors, if the wfather was fine. 
The weather during that season is often 
very pleasant, and the moon' with her 
quiet light and benignant expression 
gave an additional ex·hileration to the 
feelings, besides that naturally awaken
ed by the abundance of the golden corn 
fields. The huskers, generully u score 
.or so, were seated' in front of a large 
pile of ears; some in chairs, and others 
,011 large pumpkins. Maudlin songs and 

stories were invariably the accompani
ent of this kind of sport, which was 
Hsually followed at the hous.. by a . 
treat of ar.d cheese, With an occa
sional drink of rum from tbe farmer'sr· 
wife and daughters. 

Q'CII"TfNGS. 

The young girl was taught industry, 
economy, exercise vf taste, forecast, 
etc, She was taught to sew,sometimes 
when four years Old. The odd bits and 
ends of calico dresses were cut and 
bnsted for bed-quilt blocks by the moth
er and given to Miss to sew, The cov
er to her quilt she was expected to fiI~
ish by the time she became 
al!le and it was to be a part of her mar

" outfit. "When the hlld attain
ed somewhere near her majority, eight
een, or somewhere near, a quilting was 
given, All the young ladies of the 
neighborhood assembled at her house 
to complete the bed-quilt. Stories and 
pleasant chat enli,'cned the busyafter
noon, followed_ by tea, after which the 
beaux were expected. 

PORCUS. 

It is told. of Dr. Dana Hyde, Sen. 
that it became 11 eustom with him when 
called up late at night to attend a pa
tient at some distance, as was not un
frequently the case, he would. inquire 
on entering the skk-room: ""Yell! are 
you going to die?" And, the Patient: 
Oh! I do'nt know, Doetor, but, I am 

very >ick! 
The Doctor, after feeling the pulse 

of the patient, examining his tongue, 
and finding, perhaps, a case of indiges
tion from over-eating, or something of 
the kin.], "'VeIl, do you know what 

POl'CUS Weans ?" 
Patient: No, Doctor,. I do,nt know 

what it means, 

The DoNor: 'Yell, POl'CUS is the 
Latin for HOG !" 

O·n llIqmrlllg.. . t the . truth of 
v, tlll'QIn 0 

t I tl ttl case a" O'I'''cns ory, we earn la Ie jj b" , 
. I I 

certam y occurrec once,
' 

OI1R ARCHITECT. 

The Master Carpenter of the old 
Congregational Church was "Yilliam 
Shepherdson, or as he was usually call
ed, "Uncle Bill Shepherdson," The 
frame-w.)rk being ready, was put up, 
according to the custom of tIle times, 
by a "raising-bee,"-a number 
of men who voluntar:ly came together 
for the purpose. The frame was tlIu" 
pllt up, from ground-sill to ridge-pole, 
in It very short time. ,,''"hen the raising 
of the church had'thus been completed, 
it is a well-attested fact that "Cnele 
Bill" put one foot over his neck, anI] 
on the other hopped the full length of 
the ridge-pole, from end to end! 

Or.:R STRONG MEN, 

:Ml'. Thomas Hines, who at the age 
of 89 is still living (1869) with his 8(>(1 

j in BntUlehol'o, came to Guilford with 
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his fatber from Rhode Island when 9 
years old. It was from his father ~hat 

the village of Hinesburg was named. 
Ai; he gl'ew up he became a mill-wri,s,ht 
and was employed in putting up the 
machinery of many of the finest mills 
that were built in the surrounding 
country, He was six feet one ineh in 
height, weighed 209 pounds and could 
lift nearly four times his own weight. 
He speaks of using an ash-log on one oc
casion, 20 ft. long and 14 in. through 
the butt, one end of which was an ovcr 
weighi for two ordinary men, but the 
whole of which he lifted with ease. 

But there was another man in town, 
~athan Cutle~" taller thau he by sever
al inches, who has taken him up with 
one arm and eanied him off the ground 
in spite of himself. 

This Mr. Cutler was noted for his 
extraordinary power. It is saifl at the 
raising of a barn where it took 18 men 
to put up one of its sides, he and John 
PhelpR together alone put up another. 
I heard a man say that he saw him onee 
plaee himself tmder a horse, weighing 
900 pounds anrl lift him upon his back 
and shoulders from the ground. 

·WRESTLING WITH BRATTLEBORIANS. 

It was formerly customary to form 
"wrestling rings" and ehallellges were 
given out for thG Championship of thesf' 
rings. The victor Was called the 
,. Hull.V of the Ring/' and was looked 
upO!, Ly the young men as an Object of 
envy. The raising hees alluded to were 
favorite occasions for forming these 
ring~. At the raising of the old church 

or meeting honse as it was caBed, in 
West Brattleboro, the Guilforrl boys 
were challenged by the Hrattleborians 
for the usual wrestling match. Twelve 
were chosen 011 each "ide. Dr. Hyde, 

Sr. a very powerful man, was the first 
to enter the ring from Guilford. He 
alone, threw nine of the BrattIeborians 
in succession, and a man by the name· 
of Jacob Barnahy, threw the other 
three.. 

TIm J;'IRST W AGGON. 

The Ill'st waggotl that ever came into 
town was brought in by ,Tohn Phelps in 
1810. It was of a light blue color with 
wooden springs and cost $65. Pre
vious to that time, people when they 
rode to meeting or to part~es, llsed to. 
go in large luinber waggons, on horse
back: the women often mounted nn pil
lions behind their fathers, brothers •. 
husbands or lovel·s. 

A case of 

BUEACH OF PRO;HlSE 

occurred in the early days of the town 
which occasioned much merriment.
A maiden ll\dy by the nltme of Anna 
Goodenough received an offer of mar
rirtge from Deacon Jonathan Allen, 
who, however, subsequently changed 
his mind, On coming to inform her ot' 
the change in his intentions, she ex
pressed regret; said if it mu"t be so, it r 
must; but it was a disappointment to 
her. The Deacon replied that he was 
willing to make good the damagm', if ..... 
she would let him know what they 
were. She said that she thought that r 
they ought to be liS lllueh as a dollar, 
or four and sixpence at least; and the 
affair WItS amicably settled On that ba """I. 

sis; hut the Deacon became unenvia
bly famous by it. 

TlI}; GU1:LFORD SOURELS. 

The early settlers were fond of good 
hor:-;es. .ronathan Aldrich raised a pair 
of sorrels about the year 1806, of the· 
'Vild Air or Deer breed, on'il of which 
would trot fi 1l1ile in less than three
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minutes with Aldrich who weighed up.-j' became attached to th€ Episcapal form 
o wards of 200 on his back. This horse of worship, which· he suosequently aid
was sold for $300, which consideI:ing ! ed to introduce into his native town. 
the time was a large sum to be paid for Returning to Guilford in 1802, he 
one horse. devoted his future to building up man· 

ufactures and business generally. AN AHeM ceTLER. 

• 	 • o. company comprising himself, Klihue 
The VIllage of AlgIers owes Its 01'1-1 F' 11 A t G 1 d th t'Ie ( . :r emas . >t. e an. 0 er8 se III 

gin largely to thc enterprise of Nahum 't' k' h b0 . . opera IOU a carnage-ma er s sop, ca 
Cutler, a natIve of the towu of Gml- , t k' h bl k 'th', h 

• ! ne -IDa er s s. op, ac Sml S sop, a 
ford who wa" III many respects are-I c tt i!' t d' tOll t• . 0 on-Jac ory, IS I .ery e c. 
markable man. This Village was be- ' 
ing, built up during the first 30 years 
of this century. the city of Algiers in 
Afriea became particularly noticeable 
in America. * * * The idea of Algiers 
and its Dey as its head officer was call
ed, became impressed upon the public 

• 	 mind; aud as Mr. Cutler was a promi
inent character, standing in a similar 
relatIon to 'the village whi(h he was 
building up that the Dey did to the 

They erected a building for stores, 
and shops called the Tontine, in which 
there was at one time a drug-store.. 
The national flag was often seen flying 
from it and the people, animated by lIn 
intense activity were much given to
the consumption of gun-powder which 
they often exploded from the old-fash
ioned .56 pound weights at other times
than on holydays. Be&ides shops and 

city of Algier~, he was ealled the Dey [!t new tav("rn there was a church, a 
of Algiers, and the village thus got its I school-house. and a number of dwell
name; though its proper name is East 
Guilford 

1\:11'. Cutler was born in 1776. He 
was a man of g-igantic stature. being 6 
feet six inches in height, and hisn::.us
.mlar strength was in every way pro
portionate to his size. He had astrong 
intellect, was an original thinker, pos
sessed an intuitive knowledge of men 
and was generally able to control them. 

iilgs erected, Previous to this time 
the village consisted chiefly of the 
residence and grist and saw mills of 
Mr, Levi Boyden, a. tavern, school
house aDd a few scattered houses. It 
prospered till about 1820, when Oll the 
close of the war with Great Britain, 
and the restorattion of commerClal re
lations with that country, its manufa,~
turing interests began to decline, and" 
1\11'. Cutler and some others of its 

On attaining his majority, he went Ibusiness men went to "\Vestern Ne,,, 
to Connecticnt and there took adv3n- York. The impulse thus given to man
tagious contracts for supplying Hart- [ufacturing, however, continued to be 
ford and other plact's with water: whieh ! felt for many years afterwards; but it 
he did by means of pine logs bored Icould not compete against the low 
out for the purpose. While thuS! em-; pricc(l labor of Europe, the low 
ployed he became accquainted with a: tariff imposed by the dominant polit
Miss Adams or Hartford, an heiress, ical party of the country and the grea
who was as diminutive in size 3S he ter attraction;;: that were offered by t1H"\

was large, whom he married. It was virgin soil and new life of the "Vest. 
doubtless through her influence that he! .Mr. Cutler removed flOm (;ayuga. 

http:hisn::.us


68 VERMONT HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

County New York in J836 to the State' I now bid adieu to the Cares and 
of Pennsylval1ia, where he died in troubles of office with pleasure, and 
1840. His widow still survives.(1869) with pleasing anticipation of enjoying 

1Ve have alluded elsewhere to lVIr. I in quiet the sweets and pleasUl'es of 
Cutler's great strength. It is told of [' private life the few remaining days of 
him while someone was boasting of. my earthly pilgrimage and with a de
the power of a horse which he had 'I vout and fervent prayer to the Father 
purchased. Mr. Cutler offered to draw of the spirit of all flesh that the rich

....,
against the horse, the load to \)e on a! est and dlOicest hlessings of heaven 

stone-boat, up hill. each to carry the I may rest on my immediate successor 

same weight. Three men, whose unit. in officer that he be endowed with wis

f~d weight was nearly 600 pounds were cIom from on high to guide and direct 

piled npon Mr. Cutler's head and him in all the duties of his official 8ta

shoulder", and the boat for the horse tion, as well as in the more pleasing 

was weighted with 11 bushels of eorn- ones of private life; and may he be so 

Mr. C. drcw the boat by falling for, fortunate in the discharg,e of those dll

ward upon his hands and then rising- ties as to receive the approbation of an " 

repeating the operation; thfl weight of i approving conscience, an approving 

the men on his shoulders, actually! people and the approbation of his God. 

helping to propel the load forward; And may God save the people!"

while the load of corn was as much as And with a bearty response to this sen

the horse could well bear, to say noth- timent, we thus close this historical 


~ing of dragging, the boat. ,He could sketrh of the Town of Guilford. 
not budge an inch. Aprill. 1869. .T. W. P. 

It' is said that he afterwards ran 	a GEN. JOHN WOLCOl:T PHELPS 
racc of four rod~ weighted with tbc 

BY CECII_ HA::II.\'l)J<~N CUTTS HOWARD. 
SUllIe mcn against another man un· 
weighted, who was to run eio'ht l'od~ It has been truly said "The world ",,>," ,and won it. 	 knows nothing of itR greatest men:'- ,...;\ 

'RETIUlNG FROM OFFICE. 	 Of the late General Phelps. who as a 

soldier and anthor, gained but a par-


Instunces have occurred, where per.' 
tial recognition of hi" merits before his 

sons hay e been selected to offiee through 
death, it is perhaps the most appropri

a long series of years. .Tohn Lynde 
ate thing that could be uttered. 

a<:ted as town clerk for 15 years, con ,He died in his native town, Guilcluding his period of service in 1854. . 

His immediate predecessor, \Vard Bul. fon~, of heart dlsease, Feb,l 1885 at 


......lock, served from 1825 to 1839. And the age of 71 years and 3montbs. 

in conduding this imperfect sketeh of Of his early life, prior to his enter
the Town of Guilford, we cannot do ing of the 'IVest Point j}1ilitary Acad
better than to repeat tbe words which! emy at twenty, we have but little re
tbis last named clerk entered upon the Icord. Spent in the company of his pa
records at the close of his official ca- : rents and muny who have since be
rcer as follows: 1 come distinguished, it is not to be 

"Here close tbe arduous duties of wondered at that lIe was always so 
fourtecn years service as Town Clerk. Imuch interested in literature and phys
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i('al pursuits, to that degree that it Ihe was breveted, but declined to accept 
showed itself all through bis later life. the promotion. In 18~O, he received 
His great- grandfather, Charles Phetps, a regular promotion. For some years 
of Northampton, Mass. was the first afterward he was away from civiliza
lawyer who ever came to live within tion and had the h:udest kind of borde1" 
the limits of the State of Vermont.-- experiences. In a diary written later, 
His grandfather, Timothy Phelps, was while in Brattleboro, he says: 
also a lawyer and held' many positions 
of trust. 

His father, John Phelps practised 
law in Guilford. and the substantial 
man8ion of ye olden time and the law 
office which he used are still standing. 

General Phelps' father was'married 
twice, and of eight children, the subject 
of our sketch was the sole survivor. 

The second wife of his father was 
Mrs. Almira Lincoln, the celebrated 
teacher and author by whom he had 
two children, descendanrs of whom 
are now living in Baltimore. . 

[n 1836, General Phelps graduated 
from West Point into the army a short 
time before the out·break of the war 
with the Creek Indians As early as 
1838, his gallant conduct was conspic
uous in the action of Loeha Hutchee, 
in January of that yeal·. 

After the war. he was put in charge 
of the emigration to the vYest of the 
Cherokee Indians. To quote his own 
words in connection with this subject 
he has said: 

"I had always believed the Indians 
more sinned against than sinning and 
later in my life, I finally came to use 
my pen in their behalf." 

Many skirmishes and other duties in 
the South and in Canada occupied his 
time until the out-break of the Mexi
can war, in which for two years he 
lead a company and was prominent in 
the battles of Vera Cruz, Coutreras, 
and Chernbusco. For gallant conduct 

"In the spring of 1852, I was Oblig
ed to leave Brownsville, Texas, be
cause the ,government would not sus
k'tin me in my efforts to execute their 
orders for the suppression of filibuster
ing attacks from our'territory on Mex
ico. It left me in the lurch among sav
ages whose cnnning was exhausted in 
quiet, yei constant efforts to destroy 
the government under which they liv
ed. I went then to Europe, simply be
canse I was not prepared to resign, 
having devoted my whole life singly 
to the service, and remained abroad 
one year. 

vYhile in Europe he visited many 
places ot note, and on his return wrote 
and published 'his first volume. entitled 
"Sybilline Leaves." This is connected 
with his journal and very original. 

In 1859, he resigned his commission 
after having served awhile under Gen
era; Johnson in the Utah expedition. 
and then returned to Brattleboro, hav
ing completed nearly 23 years of mili
tary services. 

Much of the intervening space be
tween his leaving the army and the 
ont-hreak of the war of rebellion was 
spent in writing' articles against the ag
gression of the sla ve power. In a sketch 
of the war he pens the following ac
count of his services: 

"At the out-break of the Rebellion I 
volunteered my services to lead the first 
company of Vermont volunteers which 
together with one regiment frOll! l\1as~-
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achusetts, !l,nd one from New York un
der my commp,nd, took possession of 
the mouth of the James River, thus 
securing that strategic point for subse
quent reduction of the Rebel Capital. 

~~ ~ ~- -~~-.~... ... ..... 

work instead cutting wood for market, 
and other labor. In reply to tbis I de
cidedly refused to become a slave-dri
ver, and resigned my commission aud 
came to Vermont." 

From the rnouthof the James Riv- ! The given. words coming as they dl) 
er I was orrlered to the South West, from his own pen tell the world much 
where I occupied Shi11 I13land with a moreforcibly than could be done in the 
brigade of' Kew E:nglanrl volunteers, Ilmgllage of another. 

and subsequently took part in the re- In a short time after his resignation, 
duction of Kew Orleans. the plan at first presented by him was 

I garrisoned tIle Fort ilear the month adopted, and before the war ended 
~f the l\fiSSlssippi., and was the first to colored troops were plentiful. 
enter the Custom hou13e as the citadel I D b 18 '2 (-. 1 Ph In ecem er u, "enera e ps 
.of New Orleans. 

was waited upon by a number of prom-· 
I theIl. took possession of the Reb~l nent peol,le who asked him to retum 

works north of the City. The gun- to his post. He accompanied some of 
-carriages of these works were still thRm toWasbington and held an inter
(mrning, baving beer; set on fire pre- view with President Linc(lln. The re
vious to their falling into the hands ·of suit was his immediate return to Brat
the government troops. The guns had .tleboro, as President Lincoln would 
been spiked, but New England ingenu- not accede to some things whiC'h Gen -.,
ty soon restored them to fighting 01'- eral Phelps doemed important. Presi
der. At Carrolton, named by me, Fort dent Lincoln offered him a commission 
Parapet, our camp was swarming -",ith as Major General of Volunteers, or in 
negroes which the government COm- other words as chief officer in com
mands was orderiI.1g to· ·be returned ~a!ld of black troops. General Phelps' 
to their masters. I began organizing love of arm:y life, his long service in 
slaves as soldiers. The reasons for the same and every surroundinO" cir

, ." o. 
t.his movement were these: cumstanee combined to make him re-

First, men were wanted f01: holding sent the proposition. It gave him no 
the strategic points which had fallen credit for previous service, and he could 
into the possession of the Government, not honorably consent to losing any part 
at Vicksburg, Red l{iver, Port Huason, of the credit due to him for the long 
etc. Second every slave when made a time spent in adive service. [n addi
soldier, not only could help hold a· tion to this, the fact that his idea of 
strategic point, but could help throw increasing the army by organizing and -" 
bullets at his old masters, inst(,ad Of arming the freedmen should have been 
supporting them in the rebellion with taken later, though so vif)iently oppos
his labor. In shoct, there was every ed at first, and acted upon through 
military reason in favor of the meas- President Lincoln's proclamation of 
ure and none against it. emancipation embittered the rest of his 

I was ordt'rerl however by the Govern- Hfe. He was ever after severe and bit
ment commander to cease organizing tel' in his estimation of President Lin_ 
negroes as troop~ and to set them at coin's character, regarding him a weak 

http:orderiI.1g
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man and a "time·server." He had a 
deep sense of juotice and his faith once 
shaken, was not ('asily restored .. 

R..turning to Brattleboro, he realiz
~d that henceforth his life mllst be in!L 
O"reat measlU e spent am on 0- books fore ~ . 0' , , 

his tastes were such that he could not 
mingle to any great degree with his fel
low men. His friends were few, but 

8tr~et and beyond where Mcunt Wan
tastiqut :trose. In front of the window 
was his garden. In summer and fall it 
was his delight to treat the children to 
pears an·O apples which grew on his 

fruit trees. 
It was before he left this home that 

he wrote the book, ealled "Good Behav
or." The work was intended as a text 

true, and the best of them were so un-: book for schools, and was adopted later' 
fortunate a,~ to misunderst.'lnd his mo
tivcs. He wrote much and made use of 
his linguistip. talents to tt'anslate a 
work from the French Oil Secret Societ 
ties, His study was his earthly para
dise..He lived in a giant, old house on 
Asylum street in Brattleboro. It was 
at some distance from the street and 
overhanging trees shaded the winding 
walks by which the house was t'each
ed. On the front and one side It broad 
piazza surrounded the houge, and at 
the end of the piazza was a bay-window. 
The honse was a two.~tory frame struc
ture of simple design, 

As you entered by the flOnt door, 
you found before you 011 the "ight a 
fliaht Gf stairs leading to the second

'" story. On the left of the 11a11 were two 
doors, the one leading into the draw
ing-room, and the other Into the pal'

lor. These were furnished very 8im
ply and cOJinected by folding-doors 
They were like a soldier's quarters. In 
every room the long windows came 
down to the ground and opened out 
on the piazza beyond, . 

Opening out from the parlor wat; his 
study. In the wide bay-window he 
wrote day after day, and in fancy we 
.can see him now, sitting at his table 
writing, around him on every side the 
collection of books which he had gath
ered from time to time in his travels, 
Before him through the vine-covered 

t~ 

in St. Louis and other cities. The chief 
aim he had in writing it was his idea 
t.hat children should be taught good 
manners in school, as well as at home, 
thereby ensuring to all a knowled~e of 
many of the rules of good breeding, so 
often unwittingly broken; obviating 
many of the dfficulties which arise in 
the later life of many public school 
pupils. We quote from the book, as 
partial illustrations of its character: 

"Conversation is It reflex of charac
ter, let us therefore culti.vate a tone of 
mind and a habit of' life the betrayal 
of which need not put us to shame in 
the company of the pure and the rest 
will be easy." 

"True politeness has been defined, 
benevolence in little things, 'Ve are not 
to be polite, because we wish to. please, 
but, because we wish to consider the 
feelinas of others' because ill a word,'" ,
we desire to carry into every act of our 
daily life the spirit and practice of that 
leliuion which commends us to do un
to ~thers as we would they should do ' 
unto us." 

The first lessons taught young sover
eign~ should he the respect and kindly 
rf'gard which they owe each otller," 

General Phelps was greatly interest
ed in educational niatters and for many 
years was President of "The Vermont 
Teachers Association." He was, also, a 

bay-window he conld see the village i leading officer of The Vermont His

~ 
(
\,
fi 

I 



72 . VERMONT HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 
-:-) 

I 
r 

-.... 

... -


; 

r 

\ 

~~~ 

tol'ical Society. Besides the works men
tioned, he wrote as his last published 
work, a small volume on Madagascar. 
He contributed largely to various peri
odicals throughout the country: among 
them "The Century," "The Christian 
Union," and "The Independent," as 
well as many scientific Ileriodieals. 

Believing that "the Masonic Lodge 
. was the cause of much of our country's 

eVils, he was always opposed to secret 
societies of every kind. His prominence 
in the matter, led to his becoming the 
nominee for President of "The Amer
ican Party in the presidential election 
of 1880. 

Perhaps upon no other subject was 
he so thouroughly misunderstood. ex
cept by the few. His temperament was 
such, however, that he could not stand 
idly by when anything arose to claim 
his attention, as heing wrong or unjust. 
He never disguised his sentiments, but 
was always {)pen and frank in regard to 
his convictions. His friends honored 

er he expl'essed his thoughts in poetry 
or prose, he was always at ease. 

HI;) had studied law and been admit
ted to the bar, dms adding another to 
his long list of accomplishments. He 
never practiced the profession, although 
he would doubtless have succeeded ad
mirably in k 

In person, he was a man of com
manding presence, nearly "ix feet in 
heij!;ht, with a well developed, power
ful frame and dignified bearing. 

He was a man of deep religious feel
ing and strongly attached to Us church. 
Fond of young people, his tace frame
ed in snowy beard and hair. with the 
light of a genial countenance radiating 
therefrom, will never be efia.ced from 
the memory of his friends. He· passed 
away peacefuJly during the night of 
February 1st. leaving a wife a;'?d in
fant son to survive him. 

The followiug original lines, written 
in a friend's album by him apply to his 

him for being so true to bis conscience. Iown life. 

In 1883, he married Mrs. Anna R 
Davis, and soon after went t.o reside in 
his native town. Previous to this he 
sold his Brattleboro residence and trav
eled a short time. 

During his life in Guilford, after his 
marriage, he was very active in the 
affairs of the community and also kept 
up his literary activity. 

He was an earnest advocate of the 
Metric System, and the week before 
his death delivered a lecture upon that 
subject which was highly instructive 
and interesting. 

And, not the least; among his litera
ry abilities may be counted his art of 
letter-writing, in which his love of poe
try was plainly portrayed, and wheth

"Let us reflect though sorely tried, 

'Xeath coW, intemperate skies, 

Yet on drear \'linters f!lrthel' side, 

A pleasant summer lie•• 

A more truthful and eloquent tribute 
to his memory was never given· than 
that by Col. Hawkin's in the New York 
Times soon after his death which we 
give as follows: 

"General John \V. Phelps whose 
death was announced in your paper this 
morning, was ont: of the most notable 
offieers of the army. Hewas an accom
plished soldier of the highest and best 
type, a patriotic citizen with an UD

blemished reputation, a scholar, well 
versed in mathematics, science, history, 
several of the dead and four or five of 
the living languages. 

1 
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. As a soldier, he was all,that the best Ivolwd in his orders and criticisms, and 
authorities demand, and even more, for all worked with a will, officers and men 
'it might be said of him that he posses- to reward the great industry of a com
sed an inner sense of duty which no mander who had won our affection and 
written formula could prescribe. It deep respect. We went to him as chil
was his faithful care, intelligence and dren go to a school and left him after

l attention, to his whole duty as a com- ' three months tuition, a thoroughly well . 
t 

mandillg officcr, and al]ove all, his ex- disciplined regiment, of whose aftel.' 

, ample of indefatigable industry which 
made hIS command one of the best dis
ciplined, best drilled and most efficient 
in the whole army. He was not much 
"Of a believer in the extra, unofficial, 
off-duty dress parade business. Neither 
was he a martinet. He had the rare, 
goud sense to accept the volunteer ar

.my for exactly what it was. He weigh-
cd its defects and measured its virtues 
and governed the performance of his 
duties accordingly. He knew he could 
trust its patriotic sense of duty and in
telligence to imitate a good example, 
and its willingness to follow where it 
could not be driven: and there never 
was a commanding officer more implic
itly obqed, or more confidingly trust

ed. 
It was my good fortune to have been 

ordered to his command at Newport 
News, Va. soon after the outbreak of 
the Rebellion in 1761. When I report
ed to him with my regiment, I was 
given to understand that we were en
gaged in a most serious undertaking, 
involving as it did the national life, 
and that we could only hope to over
come onr foes by taking advantage of 
all our resources, (he was the first to 
urge the organization of negro troops) 
and moulding our raw material into a 
well disciplined army; that the accom
plishment of the latter was the imme
diate work in hand; and work he made 
of it, such as many of us never dream
ed of before ; but we soon saw the neces
sity for labor, and the good sense in-

record he was justly proud. 
To that kind hearted, quaint old man 

with his perfect sense of justice, the 
officers and men of my regiment ow*, 
a debt of gratitude, which can only be 
effaced from their memories when the 
last ~qrvivor of that com~and shall 

I, 

have'passed away. This little state-. 
ment, inadequate as it is, is the tribute 
I bring to the grave of an honored 
friend of a quarter of a century: I could 
not do less; I wish I could do more.
Take him fbr all in all, I have never 
known a man so free from the hypocri
sies, sins and vices which make human
ity ilespicable, as was John W. Phelps. 

RUSH C. HAWKINS. 


New York, Feb. 3, ] 885. 


.As indicative of the high order of his 
poetic genius, we append the two fol
lowing, "Day" and "Night:" 

DAY. 

On such a. day R.S this, so fair and br ight, 

All redolent with the breath of violets; 

While the gay, summer cloud revives in the" 


deep, 


Serenity above, and gleetully the wavelet 

Laughs responsive from below; 

While songs of birds and city murmurs 

Blend with music of playful fountains 


.t\nd bright sunbeams flash their tbreads of 

gold 


Amidst leaves and flowers, and .throw Ocr 

aU 

A magic gauze, through which nature 

glances 


Like beauty tln'ough her veil 


On such a day, 0 God! 


The gladdened soul, like the cloud in ether,> 

Swims in the joyous spirit of thy works 

And thanks thee that it lives. 


,
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NIGHT. 

And nOW again 'tis night' and snch a night! 

'With her stars all bright, 
Like jewelled princess, o'er whose dnsky 

brow 
The electric light doth cateh and play, 

As of emotions deep and tremnlolll!; 

[Also from the Author of the niee 
book of Botany written at Guilford, 
Mrs. Almira Linel)ln Phelps, 'the schol. 
arlyand gifteti widow of John Phelps. 

"A FAREWELL TO VERMO~. 
By MRS. LINCOLN PI{ELPS. 

Whitest the fnll rose sips at her dewy breath ILand of the Mountains Green, and rugged 

And opes the sweets of a swelling heart; 

Whilst the moist earth doth teem with quiet 

joy, 
With all the promise of a fruitful year
Sweet with the perfnme of myriad ftowers, 
Gay with the fairy lanterns firefiies light
And plaintive with the song of whip·poor 

will, 
When loving hearts for the first tilll'll feel 
The strange communion of this human lift, 

With the deep.hid mysteries of the stars. 

[To which, we will append a poem 
by the father of General Phelps, see the 
poets of Guilford, page 46.] 

MOONBEAM. 


By JOHI{ PHELPS, ESQ. 


Moonbeam softfrom beaven descending 

With silver Ught; 


Radiant o'er yon monntain bending 


Through shades of uight, 

Now rising from the gates of heaven, 


By light wing'd zephyrs gently driven, 

Floating higb o'er silent eve'n, 


Clear and bright. 


Amidst cerulean stars yon glitter, 


High in air. 


soil; 
Of eascades wild, of swiftly gliding streams;

Of darkly waving pines and stately firs; 
Of gloomy ravines and romantic deIIs'; 
Of hannted glens and sweetly smiling dales! 

Land of my beauteous, mountain home, fare
well! 

Yet still I linger;-for, to me, thou art 
A land of beauty, picturesqne and rich 
In native charms;- ala·nd for poets' dreams, 
For patriot's visions, and for angel's thought. 

Methinks there's inspiration in tbe breeze 
Reflected from yon mountain's pine.clad side, 

Breathing aerial music to my soui-
Then dying 'mid the grove~ with cadence 

sweet. 

.. .. ...;; '* * '* * 
Tllere is poetry in science when it leads 

To gaze upon the rainbow's glorious arch, 


To fo:!Jow echo to her grottoes wild, 

'1'0 trace the circling planets in their course, 


And watch the bud first bursting into hloom. 


Nature, lowe thee much;-if I bavetelt 

Aught of the firm resolve, or wish subllme, 

'1'ia that I drank from tbee the heavenly 


draul:ht, 
And gave tby moral image to the world. 

lnshades where wanton wood.nymphs titter I And, 0, ye venerable oaks! whose sbade 
Embosoms the dear spot I now must leave,• You repair: 
Adieu, ye ancient friends! and may. some·And in yon glen CS'arcissa ramble; 

times",On hills of shepberdesses gambol, 
Thy feathered songesters thrill in pensiveOr ill her car bright Venns amble, 

notes -. 
Their sorrow for me, gone! for dear to me 

Fring'd round the cnrling clouds higb riding ITlleirmatin song and vesper.bynm hatb been, 

You sport there. 

With luchi glare, 

Swift on aerial pinions gliding, 
80ft and fair; 

Now over yon.proud banners streaming, 

Bright on the waves of ocean gleaming, 
Through mist and vapor dimly beaming, 

You fioatthere. 

Sweet home, adient fiowers that I've loved to 
To tend, watching with care maternal for your 

bloom; 
Otbers may cull your sweets, enjoy your 

cbarms, 

~Iay twine my woodbine o'er tbe trellis neat, 
May guide the Lonicera's spiral way, 
Or train the pensllc IJycium's graceful stalk. 
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0, ye have been my pride, ye twining race, WILBUR FISK, D. D. 
WllO have 80 beautified and cheered my 

BY REV. AI.O:NZO G. HOUGH*'bowers; 

And.I have fancied as I've seen you climb, 
 To the eastern branch of the ~Ieth-
'Twas gratitude that urged your upward way, Idist Episcopal church the name of 
And gave lu:xul'iant blossoms for my care. Wilbur Fisk will eyer be an inspiration 
E'en on the very verge of winter's frost, and his memory a perpetual benidic
Your bloom stillliugers, as if fain ye would tion. He was born in Guilford, Aug.
Cheer nature's gloom, and soothe this parting lSI 1'"'92 f ld p't k d 

, , , 0 0 url;an stoc anhour. 
My g,'ateful fiower, methinks I heltr thee ask 
Why thus lleave thee to a stranger's care; 
Perchance, uncl1l'ed for, trampled under foot 
By the rude llind as valueless and nought, 
]\iy honeysuckle sweet, list to my ·words. 
Thou 'rt a deal', docile plant, and pleasant 'tis 
To train thee tn the way that thou shouldst go
But I must tell thee, there are fiowers on earth 

Created,for far pnrel skies than these. 
They are allied to thee in outward form, 
Being made of earth and beautified by God 
With shaPJol and color,lovely to the eye. 
But God to these sweet :dowers has given 
Immortal spirits to survive decay. 
In yon fair sylvan land a garden blooms 
Of those immortal plants and lltting 'tis 
That skillful, patient hands sbould lend their 

aid 
To train them for the ends which God ordains. 
As step by step thy upward way I've trained, 
So must I guide them in their onward course 
Up learulng's height, and virtue's rugged 

way.

Such labor calls me hence, but yet methinks, 
When frost of time shall BAttIe on my brow, 
And age ask respite from the cares of life, 
Like N oab's wandering dove, my 1l0wers, my 

birds, 
My ancient trees, again I'll come to you. 

Here stands my bome, above tbe busy town, 
Peepingtbrougll clustering oaks with col'mns 

wllite 
Ann fair proportions. Quick tlle eye ~ftaste, 
Beholding from tlle bustling street below, 
Pauses to mark its beauty, and admire 
A scene 80 fair. Ionian portico and verdant 

laWn, 
Piazza, graveled walks, and garden, fair, 
All, all, adieu! No stranger shall intrude 
Witbin these hal~s sacred to studious thougbt. 

Here, the fragment of thfl poem we 
have, breaks or ends.] 

joined the church in his eleventh year. 

In 1809, he went to the Grammar 
School at Peacham, and in 1814, grad
uated with honor at the Brown U ni
versity, Providence, R. I. Being the 
first Methodist minister of the Eastern 

states who had the advanta¥"es of a 
collegiate education. :F'rom the time of 
his entering the ministry in 1818, he 
took a deep interest in ministerial cul
ture. Craftsbury, this state, was his 
first field of' labor. In 1819 and 1820, 
he was stationed at Charlestown, Mass. 
and then took charge of the Vermont 
District as presidmg elder. In the third 
year of his presiding eldership, he was 
elected as principal of the 'Vesleyan 
Academy, Wilbraham, Mass. and in 
1830, was called to the presidency of 
W {'sleyans University, Middletown, 
Ct. of which he was one of the found
ers. This position made him more than 
ever a leader in the canse of education 
in the church. Fisk led the whole 
l\Iethodism of the East in educational 
enterprise. Young men from every 
part of the 'nation were attracted to the 
institution by the fame of its president, 
and under the influence of his charac
ter they were moulded for positions of 
usefulness in the colleges and semina
ries which rapidly sprang into being 
throughout the United States under the 
patronqge of the church. 

In 1829, Wilbur Fisk was honored 
with the degree of D. D. by Brown 

*Tbe Methodiet pastor of Ludlow wllen tbili' 
was written, now of Montpelier. 

75 
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University, and in the same year he 
dedined the presidency of La Gra.nge 
College and a profeilsorship in the U ni
versity of Alabama., He was twice 
elected to the episcopacy, but decliued 
the office saying "If my healthwould 
allow me, to perform the work, I dare 
not accept, for I beleive I can do more 
for the cause of Christ where lam 
than I could do as a bishop." 

Without great brilliancy of genius, 
remarkable literary acquisitions, or the 
very highest order of intellect, but. en
dowed with vigorous and evenly hal
anced faculties, good sense, quick sa
gacity, and a thurough devotion to the 
mission he found himself called to ac
complish, Wilbur Fisk was instrumen
tal in giving .to Eastern Methodism, 
through her educational institutiolls, a 
position of respect and power, and he 
rescued the church from the imputation 
of ignorance which hail been cast upon 
her by the educated clergy of other de
nominations. When Mr. Fisk entered 
the ministry there was not a literary 
institution of any importane~ under 
the patronage of the church. His life 
work marked a uew epoch in her his
tory, and his saintly character exempli
fied the doctrinc of perfection which 
has ever been prominent in her teach
ing and the right hllnd of her power, 
she distinguishing qualities of men like 
Fenelon, Channing, Edwards and 
Fletcher of Madeley, not in his nature, 
giving peculiar grMe and charm to hib 
features, which were harmonious, and 
to his voice which was softly flexible 
and deep. His manner in the pulpit 
was marked by dignity, and his elo
quence was of the highest order. Dr. 
Stevens writes its effect: "N() imagina
tive excitement prevailed in the audi
ence as uuder Max--'s eloquence, no 
tumultous wonder as under Bascomb's, 

none of Cookman's impetuous passion 
or Olin's overwhelming power; but a 
subduing, almost tranquil speU, of ge
nial feeling, expressed often by tears' or 
half supp:t;essed ejaculations; sometlrlng 
of the deep, but gentle effect of Sum
merfield combined with a higher intel
lectual impression. 

For many years his life was an in
cessant struggle with pulmonary dis
ease. He died at Middletown, Feb. 22, 
1838. 

Among 'bis writings are "The Cal
vinist Controversy," "Travels in Eu
rope," "Sermons and Lectures On Uni
versalism," "Reply to Pierpoint on 
the Ar.onement," and other tracts and 
sermons. 

FAMILY OF FELD OR FIELD. 

BY RODNEY B. FIELD. 

ZECHARIAH E'IELD, son of John and 
grandson of John Field, the Astrono
mer, born in East Ardsley, West Rid
ing of Yorkshire, England about 1600, 
emigrated to New England, in 1629; 
settled in Dorchester, Mass. in 1636 ; 
removed to Hartford, Ct. in 1659; to 
Northampton, Mass. in 1663; to Hat
fiflld where he died, June 30, 1666.
He married Mary --- Children: 

Mary, b. abt. 1643; m. Joshua Car
tel' of Nhn. and Dhd. who was killed 
with Capt. Lathrop at Bloody Brook, 
Sept, 18. 1675. 

Zechariah, b .. 1645. 

John, b.164R. 

Samuel, b. 1851. (2) 

Joseph, b. 1658. 

2 Samuel Field, son of Zechariah 
and Mary (1) set. in Hatfield, Mass. 
where he was killed by Indians while 
hoeing corn July 13, 1697. He was a 
sergeant and under Capt. 'rurner at 



~ 
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<the Turner's Falls fight, May 19; 1776. 
He m. Aug. 1676, Sarah dau. of ,Tho
mas Gilbert of Hartford, Ct. d. about 
1710.- Children: 

Samuel, b. Sept. 27, 1678 (3) 

Thomas, b. J!lne 30, 1680. 

Sarah, b. June 30,1683 j m. Nov. 8 
1702, Samuel Warner of Springfield, 
Mass. 

Zechariah, b. Aug. 29, 1685. 

Ebenezer, b. Mar. 17, 1688. 

Mary, b. July 23, 1690jm. June 26, 
1712, Jonathan Hoyt of Deerfield j d . 

. J une 26, 1780. [On her 68th marriage 

<1ay·l 
Josiah, b. 5, 1692. 

Joshua, b. April 9 ,1695. 

3 Samuel Field, son of Samuel and 
,Sarah (Gilbert) (2) b. in Hatfield, Mass. 
Sept. 27, 1678. Htl settled in Deerfield 
in 1714 where he d. Aug. 28, 1762. 
He was in the fight at the destruction 

"of Deerfield, Feb. 29 1704; and was 

wounded in a fight with Indians, Aug. 
25,1725, for which he was granted 200 

,acres of land He m. Jan. 10,1706, 

tIed in Deerfield where he d. Apr. 19, 

1792. He was one of the Council of 

Safety of Massachusetts, and his name 

was signed to an order on Col. Thomas 

~, 


W. Dickinson of Deerfield, dated May 
5, 1775 to furnish 15001b Beef for the 
troops to be raised by Col. Benedict 
Arnold f')r the capture of Fort Ticon
deroga. He was Commissary General 
under General Stark at the Battle of 
Bennington, Aug. 16, 1777, with the, 
rank of Colonel. He was one of the 
original proprietors of Guilford. He m 
in 1740, Thankful, dau. of Thomas ana 

.., 

Thankful (Hawks) Taylor of North 
field, b: in Deerfield, July 18, 1716 j d. 1 

" 

March 22, 1803.- Children: 

Mary, b. Oct. 31, 1741jm. Sept. 1, 
1755, Rev. James 'faylor of New Fair
field, Ct. 

Samuel, b. Sept. 14, 1743. 

Rufus, b. July 20, 1745; d. Jllly 26, 
1746. 

David, b. May 4,1747. 

Tirzah, b. April 16, 1749; m. (1), 
Nov. 8, 1771, Jonathlln Ashley, Jr. of 
Dfd. (2) Aug. 27, 1792, Rev. Jona-

Mary, daughter of Jo~eph Edwards of than Leavitt of Heath, Mllss. d. Nov. 
Northampton and wid. of Daniel Hoyt 22, ] 792. 
Jr. of Deerfield, wbo was killed, Feb. 
29,1704. She wal'! b. Sept. 15,1675 ; 

,d. July 25,1747.- Children: 

Elizitbeth, b. April 16, 1707, 

Samuel. b. Feb. 20, ] 709 j died, Oct. 
24.. 1726. 

~, 
David, b Jan. 4, 1712 (4) 

,~ 

Oliver, b. Sept. 13,1751. 

Elibue, b. Oct. 16, 17.'i3. (.'i) 

Thankful, b. Mar. 25, 17.'i8; m. Jan. 
25, 1775, Col. Thomas W. Dickinson 
of Deerfield, d. Jan. 21, 1836. 

.; 

Hiland, b. Sept. 5,1761; m. Consid
er Dickinson of Deerfield; d. Oct. 31, 

Eunice, b May 9, 1714; m Nov. 14, 11831. 
'1735, Joseph Smead of Greenfield. 

Ebenezer, b Oct. 2, 17~3; d Oct. 14, 

i. 723. 

DAVID FIELD, SEN. 

,son of Samuel and Mary Edwards (3) 
h. in Hatfield, Mass. Jan. 4, 1712; set-

ELIHUE FIELD, 
'/ 

son of David and Thankful (Taylor) 
(4) b. in Deerfielrl, Mass. Oct, 16, 1753, 
and in 1787 removed to Guilford, Vt. 
where he d. Aug. 23, 1814. He was a 
soldier of the Revolution and a promi-' 

~ 


" 
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nent ma:n in town. He was U. S. Dep- Burt of Deerfield, b. Dec. 27, 1783, d~ 

uty Marshal for taking the census. of Aug. 10, 1872.- Children; 

~ 


1810, and U. S. Dept. Assessor of In- Rodney Burt, b. Feb. 25, 1809. (7) 

ternal Revenue at the time of his death. Cora Arabella. b. Dec. 30, 1810; m. 

He m. Dec. 29, 1774, Hepsibah, dau. Aug. 15, 1836, Samuel Houghton Jr;. 

of·ThomasandPrudence(Smith)Dick- of Guilford, d. Mar. 7,1875. 

inson of Deerfield, b. May 10, 1753; 
d. Mar. 30, 1843. 

Gratia, b. Apr. 11, 1776; m. Dec. 9, 
1798, Thomas Lynde of Guilford ;d. 
Sept. 3, 1860. 

Rectina, b. Nov. 6,1777; m. Dec. 3, 
1795, Richardson Houghton of Guil
ford; d. Aug 23, 1846. 

Henry, b. Aug. 18, 1779. 
Elihue, b. June 6, 1781. (6) 
Pliny A. b. June 2, 1783. 
l\latilda. K. h. May 14, 1785 j m. 

July 11, 1811, Robert Stevens of Jor. 
dan, N. Y.; d. April 13, 1858. 

Filana, b Dec. 12, 1787; m William 

Laura Pamelia, b. July 25, 1812; d..•July 29,1833. 

Jane Sop:lia, b Feb. 18, 1816 j died,. 
Aug. 27, 1819, 

Jane Sophia, b. Sept. 2, 1820; dip,d 

Dec. 23, 1866. 

7 RODNEY BURT FIELD, S(ln of Elihue 
and Pamelia (Burt) (6) b. in Gnilford: 
Ji'eb. 25,1809, where he now, 1879, 
resides. He was a member of the last 
Constitutional Convention of Vermont 
held at MontpeJiar, June 1870, and: 
member of the Legislature 1870-72;. 
Postmasterfor 13 years. [dead ab.5 yrs_ 

He m. Nov. 6, 1833, Louisa Had

-Smith of Geneva, N. Y. d AprIl 15, dock, dau. of Richard and Mary C.. \. 

1857, 
Charlotte, h. Oct. 29, 1791; d. Au

gust 22, 1794. 
Charlotte. b. Feb. 8, li95; d. Nov

ember 5,1870. 
6 ELIHUE IHELD, son of Elihue and 

Hepsibah (Dickinson (5) b. in Deer

(Kimball) Chamberlin, b. in Hull, L. 
C. Sept. 7, 	I810.-Children: 

Richard Elihue, b. Oct. 15, 1834, d .. 
Sept. 21, 1837. 

Pamella Jane, b. Oct. 7, 1836; d.. 
Sept. 25, 1857. J 

Cora Arabella, b. Sept. 6, 1838; d .. 
field, Mass. J~ne 6, 1781, settled in JaB. 5, 1839. . 


G~ilford where he d. Sept 3, 1874. Ida Jane, b. Julv 21, 1842; d. June
~e wa~ a prominent man in town ho~d- 25, 1853. . 
 \mg vanous town offices. He was AdJu- I' P l' b M 11 1845' d . Ju Ill, au ma, . ay, , tant of the 1st Reg. 18t BrIg. 1st Rev. 2 1872 

of Militia during the War of 1812 of June 9, . . 
 ~ which the duties wertl very onerous, 
but were performed to the satisfaction 

of his superior officers. He was ap
pointed, Jan. 1, 1819, Postmaster and 

held the offic: 20 years; and r~presen-

Clifford Kimball, b. Oct. 9, 1848. 
George Pliny, b~ May 20,1851. 

FAMILY OF ABIJAH PRINCE. \ 
(COLORED.) .j 

Abijah Prince, born in Wallingford:" 
ted the town m the LegIslature III 1842 Ct. 1706, a servant of the Rev. Benja.

and 1843. min Doolittle, the first minister of 
He m. April 13, 1808, Pamelia dau- Northfield, Mass. settled in 1718.

of Ithamer and Pmdence (Dickinson) After the death of Mr. Doolittle, he-

i 
" 

j 
,'; 

~~ iJ..; 

1 
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was the "servant of Captain Ebenezer 
Wells of Deerneld. In 1851, he was 
.allotted a share in the undivided lands 
in Northfield, whieb from running the 
state line was in Vernon, Vt. which he 
sold in 1783. On his marriage he set
tIed on a little stream south of the 
cemetery and near where the R. R. de

, 

,- !pot now stands in Deerfield, which still 
.bears his name, "Bijah's Brook." In 
1764, he removed to Guilford, Vt. and 
took possession of a .lot, given him 
by Col. David Field, but soon after re
turned to Deerfield where he remained 
.several years. He was an original 
.grantee, named in the charter of Sun
.(ferland, Vt. and the only one who set
tled there. He retnrned to Guilford in 
his old age where he died, January 19, 
179·1, .lE 88. The place where he lived 
.and died is stiJ. called the "Bijah Lot." 

He was familiarly known as "Bijah" 
.and Caesar, his oldest son was baptised 

/' by the Rev. Jonathan Ashley as son of 
"Bijah, negro, and Lucy, hiswife."
He was married, May 17,1756, by 
Major Elijah Williams to Lucy Terry, 
"'servant to Ebenezer Wells." She was 

\ 
brought from Rhode Island to Enfield, 
-Ct. when 5 years old (date unknown) 
and said to have been of pure African 
blood. She was baptised "on her mas
ters' account," June 15, 1735. 

Lucy was a noted oharacter Rnd her 
house was a great place of· resort for 
the young people, attra(lted thither by 
her wit and wisdom, often shown in her-

,i' rhyme and stories. The best cotempor
ary account of the' Bars fight, August 
25, 1845, is her poetio one in Holland's 
History of Massachusetts-Deerfield. 

After settling upon the Sutherland 
grant, the tit.le to the property was 
eontesr.ed by Col. Eli Bronson, and the 
matter finally gut into the United States 

71' 

Colonel Bronson employed two 
leading Vermont lawyers: Gen. ~teph" 
en R. Bradley, and Royal Tyler, the 
wit and poet and afterward Chief J us
tice of Vermont. Isaac Tichenor, after
ward Governor of Vermont, managed 
the case for Bijah. He drew the plead
ings, and Lucy argued the case before 
the court. Hon Samuel Chase of Ma
ryland, the pre'liding judge,said Lucy 
made a better argument than he had 
ever heard from a lawyer in Vermont. 
Desiring a liberal education for one of 
her sons, probably, :Festlls, she applied 
at Williams College. He was:rejected on 
account of his race; the indignant moth
er argued the case in a '3-hours speech' 
before the trustees, quoting abundantly 
text after text from the scriptures in 
support of her claims for his reception . 
She died in Sunderland at a very advan
ced age.- Children: 

Caesar, b Jan. 14, 1756; carne to 
Guilford in 1776; was admitted to full 
communion in the longregational chh. 
in Guilford; was one of the covenant
ers in the settlement of the Rev. Henry 
Williams, January 1779. He removed 
to Sunderland where he died. 

Duruxa, b. June 1, 1758, died insane 
in Sunderlanu. Drusella, b Aug. 1860, 
the 7th, -a poetess, d Nov. 21, 1854. 

Festus, b Dec. 12, 1763, a natural 
musician, could play upon finy instru
ment, he went to New York; d in Dor
set, Vt. in 1818. 

Tatnai, b Sept. 2, 1765, lived with 
Capt. E. Hunt, Northfield, Mass. 

Abijah, b June12, 1769, settled near 
Ballstown, N.Y. 

Lucy came eVi'ry year to visit Abi. 
jah's grave as long as long she lived. I 
regret the date of her death cannot be 
ascertained; from what 1 have·heard 
my mother say. Llll'y must have been 
alive in 1809 or 10. 

http:eontesr.ed
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baptism of aU the children i" found in 
the Records of the Rev. Jonathan Ash
ey of Deerfield. 

LUCY [TENNY] I'RINCE'S POETICAL AC
COUNT OF THE FIGHT AT THE BARS IN 

DEERFIELD. 
August 'twas the twenty-fifth, 
Seventeen hundred and forty -five, 
The Indians did in ambush lay, 
Some very valientmen to slay; 
The names of whom I'll not leave out:, 
Samuel Allen like a hero foute; 
And though be was so brave and bold; 
His face no mOre shall we behold. 
Eleazer Hawks was killed outright 
Before he bad time to :fight; 

Before he did the Indians see 

Was shot! and died immediately. 

Olivel' Alllsden, be was slain, 


Which caused his friends much grief and pain. 
Simeon Amsden they found df\ad, 
Not many roc!ls from Oliver's head. 
Adonijah Gillett we do hear, 
Did lose his lite that was !!() dear; 
John Sadler ded across the water, 
And SO escaped this dreadful slallghter. 
Eunice Allen see the Indians coming, 
Did hope to save herself by running; 
And had not her petty-coats stop'd her, 
~rhe awful creatures had not catched her. 
Nor tommy hawked her on the head 
And left her on the field for dead. 
Eunice Allen died, March 1828, I 

reccollect having seen her when a boy. 
She was not scalped as all the old ac
counts say ; was b 1738; was 90yrs. old. 

ELIZABETH PECK, 
born in 1780, removed here with her 
father's family wbile yet you~g. They 
had for neighbors and mends the fam-
Hies of Judge Tyler and the other lit
erary persons of the town. The socie
ty of these friends stimulated her na
tive talent; she wrote considerably for 
her own amusement; but was so dim-
dent about it, it was not known t,) her 

health delicate the project was abandon
ed. She m. Bethuel Ranger of Coll'aine 
Mass. Apr. 3, 1804; died at 44. yrs. 

THE VIOLET. 

Swcet Violet, earliest of fair Flora's train, 

Why dost thou shun the cultivated plain, 

AmI hide thy beauties in this lonely dell? 


Say, why 

Thy modest beauties shun tile public eye, 
 '\ 
And in such solitude delight to dwell? 

Sweet harbinger of Spring's delightfu11·eign. 

I sought thee in my rambles through the

:fields, 

But ne'er thy beauteous form could :find 

T'illlately. in this mossy glen, 

I found thee, ihalf concealed; 

And midst the leaTes confined. 

Methinks, I have the modest dower's reply: 


It is security, 1 conrt, 

And therefore from the gav resort; 

Of pride and fashion, noise A.lld strife, 

And all that cA.ll embi~ life, 


With early speed I dy. 
While here from care and danger Iree, 
The frieuds of Nature visit m'3; 
Delighte<l with my simple charms, 
While with my various sweets, "'\ 

I deck their green l'etLeats; 
Secure fl'OID all alarm!. 


ELIZABETH PECK. 


I 
~ 

CAPT. JOHN BARNEY, one of the first 
settlers, came here, 1764, with his wife, 
RebekahMartin, from Rhehobath, Ms. 
They raised 12.children, six sons and six 

! 
r 

daughters who m.lived in Vermont; the 

I 
i 

sons, mostly, went; West the youngest, 
AAltON, Brig. Gen. Vt. Militia, Town C1. 
justice 'Of the peace, had two sons, Ze
nas, who went West, and Aaron Chase, i
who mar. Charlotte, dau. of Lovell Bul

friends generaliy till after her lDaITiage lock, had 3 sons, 3 daughters; the eldest, 
when Judge Tyler Reeing a poem of Wm. W. is the present town clerk, now l' 
hers, entitled "What is it to be Happy?" 8 yrs. All the rest live in the vicinity. 

had it inserted in a newspaper publish- Previous town clerk, Sam'l Hunt, 27 
ed at Newfane. It was received so fa- yrs. Selectmen, 1883-85; Francis G. 
vora1.>ly her friends proposed she should Taylor, "lVm. H. Tyler, Amos S. Gallup, ~ 

collate her pieces, add to them and have 1886-89: A. S. Gallup, Frank E. Ward. 
t 

a volume pu~lished; b~t surrou::.ded by IJoeJ :lagg, Jr, Geo. E. Houghton cons. ,
> 

a large famIly of chIldren, and her prevIOUS constable, J. H. Richmond. 

I 
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LON DON DERRY. 

,
By MISS NANCY COCHRAN. 

LONDONDERRY. 

This township 	 is situated in the 
N. W. corner of Windham county, 
bounded N. by Landgrove and Wes
ton; E. by Windham; S. by Jamai
oa, and W. by Winhall and Land
grove. 

CHARTEUS. , 

It is the western division of a 
township granted by New York, 
Feb. 13, 1770, to 001. James Rogers 
of Londonderry, N. H., and by him 
named Kent. The grant was be
stowed upon Rogers for services in. 
the French war, and through his in

{ 

~ fiuence it was first settled, just be
fore the Revolutionary war. In 
1778, Oolonel Rogers, who was a 
torry, fled into Canada and his lands 
were confiscated. The town was 
again chartered by the government 
of Vermont, April 20, 1780, Edward 
Aiken, Samuel Fletcher andJona
than Tyler, a committee appointed 
by the legislature to carry out a 
resolve passed March 16, 1780, re-

will leave the historl of these three. 
-Mrs. L. B. Wood s Windham. 

THE FIRST TOWN MEETING. 

In March, 1777, we have a record 
of a regularly organized town meet
ing: 

"Oolonel Rogers, moderator. 
Deacon Edward Aiken, town 

clerk. "~<I 

Town committee: Dea. Edward 
Aiken, James McOormick, Robert 
Mack, Oapt. Edward Aiken, John 
'Yoodburn. 

Oonstables: Hugh Montgomery, 
Nathaniel Aiken. 

Selectmen: James Miller, John 
Woodburn. Edward Aiken. 

Hsters: Robert McOormick, Rob
ert Miller. 

Oommittee to fix on a suitable 10
cation for a meeting-house: Edward 
Aiken, David Oochran, Robert 
Mack." 

The ancestors of our first settlers 
were Scotch Presbyterians from the 
North of Ireland, who emigrated to 

grauting the town. In this charter America, 19 families together with 
the township is called Londonderry, their l?astor, Rev. James McGregor r 	 after Londonderry, N. H., from at then head, in 1738. 
which the first settlers came. The A hardy, industrious race, they 
first settlers who came, in 1773,were were thrifty farmers in New Hamp
001. James Rogers, James Patter- shire; their removal to Vermont did 
son, Samuel Thompson, Edward not change their habits. 
Aiken, James McOormick and John They introduced the culture of 
Woodburn. ,The last three in the the potato and of raising flax. The 
division of the town by the legisla- fresh soil was fertile, producing 30 
ture in 1795, fell to the part cut off bushels of wheat, and 40 of rye to 
for Windham, to which history we the acre; potatoes and corn yielded 

,

~~'j 
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bountifully; flax flourished on the Early in the summer of 1777, a 
new burned fleld; tillow-cases, band of tories and Indians scoured 
table-cloths, towels, an all the sum- the eastern shore of Lake Cham
mer clothing of men and women plain. Some of the inhabitants 
were made from flax. Almost every were scalped in their dwellings; 
family manufactured fine linen for others fled in consternation to older 
the market. settlements, leaving their cattle to 

The homespun woolens comfort- be driven off and houses fired; the 
ably clothed these farmers and their battle of Hubbardton followed on 
families for winter; and the farm- the 15th of July. 
er's daughters ambitious for a nice Shortly after the battle, a rumor 
dress selected out the fleece of long, reached Kent that a body of 200 
fine wool which they combed fOr i tories and Indians were upon the 
worsted and spun on the little- Green mountains and would probab
wheel, dyed different bright colors ly pay them a visit. 
and wove in a neat plaid. What was to be done? There was 

no fort within reach where they
SOME ANNOYANCES. could place their families in safety. 

Bears and wolves made havoc They resolved to remain at their 
among their flocks. Shortly after homes and trusting in the protection 
Dea. Aiken settled at Kent, his of an Almighty arm, defend as 
wife going out to assist in pulling a best they might their own fires
field of flax, placed h~r little chil- ides or perish in the attempt; and 
dren under a tree near the spot the event proved the wisdom of 
where she was at work. Soon a lit- the decision, for no hostile foe visit
tIe dog that followed them out, ed this infant .settlement. 
looking up to the tree barked furi- 'I.'he next news was, Burgoyne had 
ously. rrhere was a bear in the tree concentrated his forces at Skenes
right over the children. The Dea- boro; the whole country was in 
con's rifle brought bruin down, alarm. The Council of Safety sent 
wounded, not killed; throwing out dispatches to Massachusetts and 
his great paw, the old forester caught New Hampshire for aid, and pro
the dog up for the death-grip; but ceeded forthwith to sell all property 
the Deacon, thrusting the muzzle of belonging to tories, applying the 
his gun through the distended jaws means thus raised to raising a regi
of the bear, strangled him off from ment and supplying them with pro
his dog, when himself and the dog visions. 
soon dispatched their enemy. Settler James Rogers, a colonel in 

At another time, the Deacon ob- the Continental army durmg the 
serving tracks in a corn-field before French and Indian war, who was 
the house, .watched at his door in known to favor the British, at this 
the evening. Soon as dark, there crisis visited Canada and his estate 
was a drop from the fence, a mo- was confiscated. 
ment after, the snap of an ear of" Early in August, General Stark 
corn. The Deacon took a line in arrived from New Hampshire with 
the direction of the sound, proceed- 800 men, and all the men who could 
ing till two eyes flashed on him. be spared from Kent joined his reg
He fired, there >yas a heavy fall. iment, and werc in the battle of 
When the place was examined by Be~:mington. 
light, a large black bear laid dead 
on the ground. 

Bu t wolves were far more des
tructive; they came out in droves,as 
if resolved on being paid in mutton 
for every deer that was picked off 
by the rifles of the new cOmers. 

KENT. 

In 1780, the town of Kent was 
chartered to Edward Aiken, Samuel 
Fletcher and Joseph Tyler,and at 
the request of the town was called 
Londonderry. 
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At a town-meeting March 21, Thompson, Hugh J\tIontgomery, Jo
1782, the inhabitants voted to raise seph Oughterson and John Oox. 
two men for the emmiug campaign. In 1795, James Rogers petitioned 

"Voted to excuse Sam'l Eayrs, the Legislature for one-half the con
,Tohn McCormick and John Mack fiscated lands formerly belonging to 
from paying any part of the bounty his father, which remained unsold. 
in consideration of tbeir having been This was granted, and in 1797 he 
out themselves in the three years petitioned for the other half, which 
service." was granted. 

"Voted to hire Jonathan Aiken The first settlers of Londonderry ~ 
and James Mack to go into service, up to the division of the town, ap
to give each of them £7, lOs. bounty peal' to have lived in utmost bar
and give them for wages 2 pounds mony. A law suit was a thing un
per month, to be paid ,in clearing: known. 
land for ~ pounds per acre, the land i SCHOOLS.
to be made fit for seed by the first 
of Sept. 1783." • Dr. Lazel taught the first school 

The Oontinental currency was the: at the houses of David OochraD~ 
money in circulation and a stagna- Joseph Oughterson and Hugh Mont
tion of business followed injurious gomery. 
to our settlement; but notwithstand-I Previous to 1810, the town was 
ing it continued to grow slowly and divided into 5 districts. In 1820, 
steadily during the war in popula- there were 9 districts, 8 school
tion and wealth. houses and 450 scholars between 4 

The first saw-mill was at the head and 18 years of age. In 1868, it had 
of Pond Brook, built by Deacon Ed- 13 districts in which schools were 
ward and Oaptain Edward Aiken in taught 4 to 7 months in a year, and 
1774, and was held many years by each village, [North Londonderry 
Geo. J\tlcMurphy and called Mc- and South Londonderry] has a large 
lrIurphy's mill; the first mill, alsoon school building or an academy, 
West river, was built by Oapt. Ed- where a select school is usually 
ward Aiken and owned many years taught a part of the year. 
by his son, Jonathan. It stood 
where Osborne's mill stands. 

001. Rogers built a large, two
story framed house as early as l'776. 

DIVISION OF THE TOWNSHIP. 

The eensus of 1790 gives London
derry 362 inhabitants. Five years 
later it was divided by line from the 
north line of Jamaica, running due 
north along the summit of Glebe 
Mountain till it strikes the middle 
branch of 'Williams river; thenee 
due north to the south line of And
over, giving to the western division, 
retaining the name of Londonderry, 
an area of 18,332 square acres. 

In the division of the township 
the largest portion of the settlers 
fell on the Windham side of the line. 
Those who remained were, William 
Oox, Oapt. Edward Aiken, David 
Cochran, James Patterson, Samuel 

A NEW LONDONDERRY. 

In a few years after the war new 
settlers came in from Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island. The financial 
state of the country was very much 
embarrassed. Many were in debt; 
property could not be sold even on 
execution, for no one had money tOo 
buy. Writs multiplied, the unfor
tunate was consigned to jail for the 
crime of being unable to pay hili 
debts. 

Some rather than lie in jail mort
gaged their farms for a few dollars" 
and afterwards unable to pay the 
mortgage were turned out of their 
homes bv creditors. 

1800 :. T4,e habits of the people 
had undergone a considerable change. 
A new generation had arisen, some 
of whom looked upon the rigid 
Presbyterian regulations as quite 

17 
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puritanical, and change of opInIOn 
soon produced change of character. 

In 1806 the first settlement was 
commenced in what is now 

SOUTH LONDONDERRY. 

Benjamin Baldwin and Levi Rich
ardson from Andover, purchased a 
mill-site with a few acres of land 
adjoining; put up a log house with 
two rooms for their families and 
commenced building a saw and grist
mill. In a short time both mills 
were doing a good business. 

Five years later Mr. Danforth put 
in a carding-machine under the same 
roof. Soon a blacksmith by the name 
(If Knowlton opened a shop, and these 
buildings formed the nucleus around 
which the village has grown up. 

It has a daily mail, a postoffice, 
:two church edifices, three parson
:ages, a town house, a large school 
ihouse, two insurance offices, two 
dry goods stores, one jeweler's shop, 
(lne hotel and about 40 dwelling 
houses; most of them neat and com
modious. 

THE VILLAGE OF LONDONDERY. 

surrounding towns. The forests 
afforded the first settlers a large 
quantity of pine which they used so 
lavishly, but little now remains. 
Hemlock and spruce are still abun
dant, but the sugar maple is the 
pride of our forests; affording an 
ample supply of su~ar and syrup of 
the very best quality. 

'1'he soil richly repays the labors of 
the husbandman. 

Almost every farm is watered by 
springs of running water. 

West river which passes through 
the town from north to south, 
affords, with the help of its tributa
ries, many excellent mill-sites. 

THE FIRST CHURCH IN TOWN. 

Nearly all the first settlers were 
members of the Presbyterian cburch 
of Londonderry, N. H., who looked 
upon them as a colony and occasion
ally supplied them with preaching. 
There was no other church in town 
for thirty years. 

We regret the records of this 
church are lost. The members have 
all passed away. All we can say is 
gathered from the memories of their 
descendants and the early town lec-

Previous to the division of the ords. 
town in 1795, a saw and grist mill On the record of the first regu
had been built, and Major Jonathan larly organized town meeting, less 
Aiken who 1uilt the mill, kept also than four years after the first fam
.a tavern. But whether it was he-' ily arrived, we find a vote to erect a 
(Jause the place lacked that import- house for public worship. They 
,ant preliminary, a blacksmith's shop, chose a building committee; select
(lr from some other cause, it did not ed a building spot and prepared ma
flourish much for several years. But terials; but the Revolutionary war 
since the turnpike was built across was at its height, and all their avail
the Green Mountains and a line of able means was called for to help 
stages established from l\fanchester support the army; and before the 
to Ohester, it has increased annually close of the war the, depreciation of 
in population and in wealth, and is the currency, a~d consequent finan 
now a flourishing village containing cial embarrassment put an end to 
about 40 dwelling houses, a Oongre- building. 
gational meeting house, a parsonage, By the time they were able to 
a town hall, a large scliool-house, a build, the division of the town be
woolen factory, two dry goods stores, gan to be agitated, and this again 
a tin and hardware shop, two marble put a stop to the building of a meet-
shops, and has four p'kysicians, one ing house. , 
lawyer, one minister, a postoffice and But every passing year records a 
daily mail. vote to raise money to pay for 

Londondery, like all mountain preaching, and designates a private 
towns, is hilly; but less so than the house where meetings shall be held. 
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About 1805, a school house was IDuring his pastorate the church at
built at the middle of the town, and ta,ined its greatest prosperity. It 
some of the church members con- had about 100 communicants. He 
tributed towards the building that was dismissed in 1833, and the 
they might have the privilege of Ichurch remained without a pastor 
holding meetings there on the Sab- ,till 1838, when 
bath. 

About 1809, the church finding it 
extremely difficult to procure Pres
byterian preaching, concluded to 
adopt the Oongregational form of 
government. Aug. 25, 1809, 

A CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

was organi~ed by Rev..Rufus Oush
man of FaIrhaven, assIsted. bJ: Rev. 
Wm. Hall of Grafton, conslstmg of 
10 members: David Oochran, Mary 

REV. LINUS OWEN 

was installed. He was dismissed in 
1844. 

About this time the church began 
to decline. '1'he Methodist and 
Baptist societies erected churches in 
both villages, and the youth of the 
congregation preferred going t.o the 
village churches. By the advIce of 
Rev. Justin Parsons the church 
united with the Methodists of South 

Oorhran, John Cox, Mary Oox, Ar-I Londonderry and built a union 
rington Gibson, John Oochran, house, each society supplying the 
David Oochran, Jr., Betsy Oochran Ipulpit half of the time. 
and Lois Hunting. 

Londonderry being conside~ed 
missionary ground was supplied 
from time to time by home mission
aries. 

PASTORS. 

Rev. David II. Williston, 
Rev. Rufus Cushman, 
Rev. Moses Parmalee, 
Rev. Urbane Hitchcock, 
Rev. Isaac P. Lowe, 
Rev. Ohristopher Lawton, 

and several others labored here; 
some of them heing supported in 
part by missionary societies, others 
wholly by the church. 

A ~IEETING HOUSE 

was built in 1813, at the middle of 
the town. '1'hey had some preach
ing every year; and when none, met 
on the Sabbath; had a sermon read. 

David Oochran was chosen dea
con soon after the organization and 
held the office until he moved to 
Dorset a short time before his 
death. 

Jesse Hunting, Edmund Ingalls 
and Luther Stowel were chosen dea
cons in 1819. 

REV. PHILETUS Cj~ARK 

commenced his labors in this "place 
in 1824 and was installed in 1827. 

THE SECOND CONGREGATIONAL 

CHURCH 


of IJondonderry was organized Aug. 
19, 1868, by a council composed of 
the ministers of ten Oongregational 
churches and nine delegates, Rev. 
Alfred Stevens of Westminster 
West, moderator. 

'rhe church started with 12 mem
bers and during the year 12 more 
were received. 

During the first year the church 
and society purchased and repaired 
the meeting house they now occupy 
and built a parsonage. • 

THE BAPTIST OHUROH. 

BY REV. RICHARD NOTT. 

The history of the Baptist church 
in Londonderry commenced with 
the organization of the Baptist 
church in Peru, Oct. 27, ]809, when 
an ecclesiastical council met at the 
house of. Asahel Graves; after ex
amining certain brethren concern
ing their views of doctrine, church 
diSCIpline and practical godliness: 

" Voted to answer their request 
and constitute them a church of 
Ohrist." 

And Asahel and Lucy Graves, 
William and Anna Cooledge, Rufus 

19 
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and Isabel Butler, Cyrus and Orpha 
Staples were constituted membeI;s. 

'1'he first person received by bap
tism was ] anny Howard, Dec. 21, 
1809. Within a year from that 
time 31 were received baptism. 
'1'he first minister was Ger
shorn Lane, received by letter, Nov. 
11, 1810. 

In view of the location of the 
members of this church and a part 
of the members of the Windham 
church, a council was called Feb. 
20, 1811, at I ..ondonderry, "for the 
pmpose of uniting a part of Wind
ham church and establishing the 
same to be the first Baptist church 
in Londonderry. The council unan
imously agreed so to do. 

The first mentioned clerk was 
Levi Baldwin, March 9, 1811. At 
the same time Jesse Baldwin and 
Abial Richardson were elected dea
cons. 

:March 24, 1811, it was voted that: 
"The church and society give 

Elder Gershom Lane $52 for preach
ing with us three-fourths of the 
time from the first of January last 
till the first of January next, to be 
paid in produce or wearing apparel." 
The records state Elder Lane agreed 
to accept the above compensation. 

Dec. 12, 1812, a subscription of 
$27 was made bv 20 individuals to 
be paid in produ~e in one year from 
date· to Elder Thomas Baker for 
preaching one-fourth of the time. 

Nov. 28,1815, the Weston church 
was formed, to which Elder Ger
shorn Lane and five others were dis
missed from this chmch. 

March 20, 1817, the Centre school 
house was fixed upon as the stated 
place for holding meetings. Subse
quent to the beginning of 1830, ac
cording to vote, meetings were di
vided between the school house 
South Londonderry, a part of the 
time the school house in North Lon
donderry, and Thompsonbnrg, until 
the erection of the brick meeting 
house in South Londonderry, which 
was dedicated in June, 1834. 

Previous to the year 1845, the 

following periods were marked by 
considerable accessi.ons to the 
church: the falls of 1810 and 1811, 
the spring of 1813, the fall of 1817, 
the winter of 1827 and 1828, the 
summer and fall of 1828, the year 
of 1832, the winter of 1836 and 
1837 and the month of December, 
1839. 

The following, baptized into the 
church, have been licensed to preach 
by this church or other churches: 

Rev. Levi Baldwin, 
Rev. Bradley S. Thompson, 
Rev. Luke /Sherwin, 
Rev. Russell Wheeler, 
Rev. Isaiah C. Carpenter, 
Rev. Jacob P. Huntington~ 
Rev. Charles Coon, 
Rev. John S. Goodall, 

All except the first and last four 
were ordained by the church. 

PASTORS. 

Rev. GershoID Lane, 
Rev. Seth Ewers, 
Rev. David Sweet, 
Rev. Sem Pierce, 
Rev. Rufus Smith, 
Rev. David A. Richardson, 
Rev. Wm. H. Rugg, 
Rev. Nehemiah Pierce, 
Rev. Richard Nott, 
Rev. O. P. Fuller. 

DEACONS. 

J esse Baldwin, Abial Richardson, 
David Richardson, Lawrence Pierce, 
Sheldon Pierce, Amos Woods, Ne
hemiah Green, R. S. Horton, Wm. 
W. Rugg. 

CHURCH CLERKS. 

J...evi Baldwin, Abial Richardson, 
Seth Ewers, Sherman Pierce, David 
Richardson, Tyler 'rinkham, Thomas 
S. Viall, Jacob B. Rugg, Wm. W. 
Rugg, Isaac C. Wyman, Amasa 
Chase, Josiah Pierce. 

Immediatelv after the reunion in 
the summer of 1855, a revival fol
lowed which resulted in the addition 
of 22 by baptism. 

During 60 years the church, ac
cording to its records, has received 
351 persons by baptism, of whom 
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125 have been received within 15 
years since the reunion. . 

October,1845, as the result of dif
ficulties, the church separated into 
two bodies, which maintained 
preaching by themselves most of the 
time until the early part of 1855. 
During the separation, few acces
sions were made to either body. 
Since the reunion of the two parties 
in 1855, the history of the church 
has been one of growth and pros
perity and furnishes an impres 
commentary upon the words of in
spiration: "Behold how good and 
pleasant it is for brethreu to dwell 
together in unity." 

MARTIN H. GODDARD, 

was a justice of the peace at the time 
of his death. 

He was a director of the National 
Black River bauk at Proctorsville and 
of the Vermont Mutual Fire Insur
ance company. He was also a trustee 
of the Black River academy. 

Perhaps in no circle will he be 
more missed than in the Congrega
tional church, of which he was an 
active member. For many years he 
has freely given of his time, money 
and strength to promote its inter
ests. 

He was a member of Altimont 
Lodge, I. O. O. F. Mr. Goddard 
was twice married. His first wife 
was the daughter of Ransel Wilder 
of Ludlow. She died several years 

wa!! born in Londonderry, February ago. Of this marriage one child 
26, 1844. His education was received survives, Henry M. Goddard, a grad
at the academy in his native town, uate of Middlebury, class of '90, and 
and at the Black River academy in now a divinity student at Yale. His 
Ludlow. In his twenty-third year second wife was Agnes Alinda Hend
he entered the office of William H. erson, daughter of H. D. Hender
Walker as a law student, 'and at the son of Salisbury. She, with three 
Mav term of 18.69 he was admitted small children survive him. 
to the bar. Two months later he Mr. Goddard will be missed in the 
entered into partnership with Mr. town in which he lived so long, as 
Walker, and the relationship then much as any man who could have 
assumed was continued until 1884, been called from it by death. 
when Mr. Walker was called to the! 
bench. JAMES PATTERSON 

From that time to the day of his was the oldest of the early settlers. 
death, Mr. Goddard continued to He came to Kent about 1774, and 
practice law alone. His professional brought with him a family, Bome of 
life has been successful. An untir- whom were young men at the time. 
ing worker and an earnest and suc- He was married in 1739. He settled 
cessful pleader, he had the faculty of on the farm now owned by Joseph 
seeing everything that in any way Stewart, near Glebe Mountain. 
might promote the cause of a client, He was noted for decision of char
and with intense conviction for the acter and industry; was a prosper
time being, he usually begat in the ous farmer; died in 1787, alone in 
jury that same conviction. his field while at work. 

A life long democrat, he was the He l(lft a widow and children; 
nominee of his party in the congres- Eben, who moved West. 
sional fight of 1884, and fom years Rachel, who married James Ma
lateI' he was a delegate to the demo- gas of Jamaica. . 
cratic national cOIlvention at St. John, who married Betridge Mor
Louis. He has also been the party rison, and lived and died on the old 
nominee for county senator and homestead, leaving a widow and 
State's attorney. children: Samuel, }rIarv and John. 

In town affairs he has held many . 
offices. He has been superintendent SAMUEL TOMPSON 

of schools, lister, grand juror, agent came into' town about the same time 
to prosecute and defend suits, and with Mr. Patterson, settled in the 
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same neighborbood and lived there 
with his numerous family till his 
death. 

CAPT. EDWARD AIKEN 

came about 1774 and purchased a 
tract of land a little north of Derry 
pond. He was always among the 
foremost in public improvcments. 

He left a widow and five children: 
Jonathan, who married Nancy 

McCormick of Windham, who died 
in a few years, leaving him two sons. 
He afterwards married Margaret 
Jamieson of Manchester. 

Daniel married Mary Jamieson; 
had seven children, who were made 
orphans by the epidemic of 1813, 
which oanied off both parents in a 
little over a week. 

William married Nancy Wither
spoon and had five or six children. 

DAVID COCHRAN 

was born in Londonderry, N. H., 
1751, and came to this place in 1774; 
married Mary, eldest daughter of 
Dca. Edward Aiken, and settled on 
the farm now owned by Thomas 
Faulkner, where he lived till 1787, 
when he exchanged land with Nehe
miah Howe and came into possession 
of the farm where Ezra Pierce now 
lives, where he resided until within 
a short time of his death. In early 
life he was active in public business, 
but at the age of 45 his health failed 
and he ever after lived a very retired 
life. He raised a family of six sons 
and four daughters. The sons, ex
cept the youngest, settled on farms 
given them by their father near the 
old homestead. But ere many years 
had passed most of them had emi
grated to the West. Deacon Ooch
ran was a man of sound judgment, 
and great perseverance. He trained 
up his family with strict regard to 
religious obhgations. 

The oldest daughter, Mary, mar
ried Arrington Gibson. 

Susan married David Richarc1son. 
Betsey married Dr. John Gibson. 
Deacon Oochran died ~t the house 

of his oldest son in Dorset, in 1831, 
in his 80th year. 

WI.LLIAM cox 

came into town with Colonel Rog
ers in 1774, and assisted him in 
clearing his farm, and took land for 
pay at 2s an acre. He married Sarah 
McOollop. They are believed to be 
the first couple married in town. 

Mr. Oox was a prndent, industrious 
man, accumulated a good property, 
and lived to a ripe old age. He had 
five sons and three daughters. 

JOHN COx, 

brother of William, came to town at 
a very early period. He married 
Mary, widow of Hobert McOormick. 
They had two sons and two daugh
ters. 

Jane, the oldest daughter, died in 
the insane asylum at Brattleboro. 
Both Bons were subject to fits of in
sanity. 

Nancy married William Stevens 
and spent her life at the paternal 
homestead. 

JAMES HOPKINS, 

from Londonderry, N. H., came 
here about 1775. His wife was a 
daughter of Rev. James McGregor, 
and sister of lYlrs. 001. Rogers, a 
woman of superior mind and culti
vated manners. They had six child
ren. They all removed to western 
New York, except Mary, the wife of 
Dr. Charles Ohandler of Andover, 
who was much respected and loved 
by a large circle of friends. 

COLLEGE GRADUATES. 

Rev. Isaac Oochran, son of Dea. 
David Oochran, born July 3, 1798, 
entered Middlebury in 1817. At 
the end of the term his health failed 
and he went to North Carolina for a 
more genial clime. In a year he en
tered Hamden Sidney college in 
1820, and graduated in 1822; studied 
theology and was licensed by Han
over Presbytery; ordained and in
stalled pastor of the church of Old 
Ooncord. Oampbell county. He re
mained there till 1830 or 1831, when 
he received a call from the church of 
Buffalo, Pl'. Edwards county, where 
he now is, and but few pastors have 
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lived so harmoniously with the peo
ple of their charge for so long a 
period. 

REV. DAVID A. RICHARDSON, 


son of Dea. David Richardson, born 

in 1809, early in life united with the 

Baptists; graduated at Waterville 

college, Maine, studied theology; 

,w3slicensed to preach; soon attacked 

with bronchitis, had to resign preach
ing; was principal of a classical 

school at AIton, Ill. several terms; 


of Samuel Thompson. He was the 
first settler in that region and his 
house was the only one in that vic
inity. It was at this house the Bux
ton's drove up on a winter's night 
and rested for a few hours and then 
proceeded to the spot near by where 
they were to make their home. At 
that time the road passed eastward 
at about right angles from the pres . ,ent road, just in the rear of Mr. 
Ramsdell's house and bore round by 
Mr. Stewart's, out by Mr. Huntley's 

traveled extensively, but consump- over the hill. On this road, back of 
tion conquered. what is now Mr. Ramsdell's, was a 

HON. WILLIAM H. WALKER log hut, old and deser~e~, wit~l half 
" . ' the roof gone,itnd to thIS IllhqspItable

son of Ephnam Walker. of Londo~- spot the Buxtons wended their way, 

/t' 
derry, grad?ated at MIddle~mry m tied their oxen to a sheltering tree, 
1858; studIed law, was admItted to and made themselves as comfortable 
the bar; has been State senator and as they could for their first night in 
j.udge of Probate. He settled in. Londonderry. On the next day 
Ludlow. IJonathan's brother, who had come 

REV. NEHEMIAH PIERCE, with him, started with the team 
. back to Rhode Island. They lived 

".. son of .Rev. S~m PIerce, graduated in this house several years, and three 
a.t Burlmgton III 1865. He had be~n children were added to the family, 

,lIcensed. to preach by the ~aptIBt Jason, Philena and Hannah. 
church III London?erry, and. IS now The family afterwards moved a 
pastor of .the BaptIst church m Oold- short distance to the eastward where 
water, MICh. I Mr. Buxton had bought a house of a 

REV. LEROY M. PIERCE I Mr. Miller. '1'his house stood on 
raduatedat Middlebury about 1866, the George Jame~ farm, up backfIe is now a home missionary in the toward the. mountaIll from the house 

'W t ' now OCCUPIed by Mr. James. 
es. NATHAN BUXTON Jonathan Buxton lived in t~i& 

, town about 39 years, and then WIth 
son of Jonathan and Salome his wife and two youngest children 
( Esten) Buxton, was born in returned to the old farm in Smith
Smithfield, R. I., March 12, field. He died 100 years old and his 
1796. He died January 28, 1891. wife at 88. lIe had nine children 
When about two years old his pa- who arrived at maturity, five of 
rents removed to this town, making whom are supposed to be living, 
the journey in January, over the viz: John, who lives in Chester
snow on a sled drawn by two yoke field, N. II., 82 years old; Daniel, 
of steers. The family were seven who lives in this town, born May 1, 
days on their journey and had with 1811. Oyrus, who lives in MiChigan, 
them besides Nathan, a younger born March 12, 1816; Selah, who 
child in its mother's arms. Jonathan lives in Princeton, Mass., born 
Buxton had been here before and March 13, 1819, and Philena 
selected a home, such as it was, in. Thompson of this town, who was 
Thompsonburg, and to that spot he born Nov. 1, 180l. 
was now bringing his little family. When Nathan was about 18 years 

Across the road from Mr. John old he went to Westmoreland, N. 
Ramsdell's may be. seen an old cellar H., where lie worked some five yearsII· 

where at that· time stood the house in a tannery. He married Miss 
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Elizabeth Griswold. They soon of the log hut. This frame house 
moved to this town and united with stood on the present site of Mr. 
the Baptist church. 'rhey had seven Brooks' stable. There was a base
children who arrived at maturity ment story in which the first school 
and one died young. Their names in town was kept. 
were .:::ltephen, Charles, Albert, Hor- Ebenezer Smith came from Read
ace, Mary, Martha and Adeline. ing, Mass., where he had been a 
Five died in 1863-1865: Horace, member of the Baptist church, and 
aged 18, at Fort Slocum, Washing- this circumstance many account for 
ton, D. C., in 1863; Capt. Albert the fact that Rey. Gershom Lane, -, 
B., killed at the battle of the Wil- who was pastor of the Baptist 
derness, May 6,1864; Major Charles church in this place, lived in this 
B., killed at the battle of Winches- house for a season and Mr. Smith 
ter, Sept. 19, 1864. Two daughters boarded with him. Mr. Lane's 
died of diphtheria in the winter of family consisted of himself, wife 
1864. One only is living, Stephen, and an adopted daughter. 
who a few years ago moved West. When Mr. Smith died Avery 

Solon Thompson, father" of "ralter Stowell was appointed adminstrator 
and Henry, brought up his family of the estate, and he sold the proper rin Londonderry. His father's name ty to Washington Brooks who had 
was Samuel, and his grandfather come from Hancock, N. H. Wash
also named Samuel lived in a house ington Brooks' father had nineteen 
that stood over the old celler nearly children. There is one sister still 
opposite John Ramsdell's house. living in Michigan, one brother 
He was probably the earliest per- living in Hancock, N. H., and one, 
manent settler of Thompsonburg. 

The old cellar on the Glebe side 
now owned by Collins Griswold 
was covered by a log house in which 
Artemus Pierce originally lived. 
He afterwards built a frame house 

the oldest, John Brooks, living near "' Hudson, Mich., who will be 105 
years old on the 18th of June, 1891. 
When he was 100 years old the 
children of the town where he lived 
made a great celebration at which 

near it and subsequently moved this the venerable man made a little 
down to the site now occupied by speech in which he said that he 
Mr. Griswold's house. 'l'he old "had never used tobacco, drank 
part was burned a few years ago. intoxicating liquors or taken the 
In this house Mrs. Emery Melendy, a name of God in vain." Washington 
daughter of Artemus Pierce and Brooks died Jan. 23, 1887, aged 82 
mother ofE. W. and J. W. Melendy, Iyears, respected and beloved by all 
was born. Artemus Pierce was born who knew him. 
July 10, 1779, and his wife Hannah 
Goodrich Oct. 2, 1782. They had 
nine children. 'l'wo of the earliest 
of the settlers of this town bore the 
name of McMurphy and Montgom
ery. The former erected the first 
log house in town upon lands now 
owned and occupied by E. A. Brooks; 
the latter on the farm now owned 
and occupied by H. H. Collins. 
But little can now be learned of 
McMurphy; he began his work in 
1769, but how long he remained or 
to whom his farm decended is not 
known. It came into the hands of 
Ebenezer Smith who in the course 
of time built a frame house in place 

JOHN P. MARTIN 

graduated at the Medical College at 
Burlington in 1866, and is now prac
ticing at Danby. 

THE ARNOLD FAMILY. 

SAMUEL ARNOLD 

from Norton, Mass., came into town 
about 1779. He had married Nancy 
Wheeler whose fine social abilities 
made her home the centre of attrac
tion in the town. Soon after the 
division of' the town, he was repre
sentative, which office he held many 
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years. He was town clerk, select
man, and justice of the peace up to 
the time of his death. 

Londonderry is much indebted to 
him for roads and bridges, for the 
turnpike across the Green Mount
ains, and for the fine road from 
Londonderry to Ohester. 

He was ever ready to sympathize 
with and assist the affiicted; his 
kindness to the widows and orphans; 
made such by the epidemic of 1813, 
was remembered with tears of grati
tude long after his death. 

He died suddenly, May 23, 1839, 
aged 73. He left a widow, 3 sons 
and 8 daughters. 

SAMUEL ARNOLD, JR., , the oldest son of Samuel Arnold, 
Sr., after living some years and en
gaging in public business in his na
tive town, removed to Western New 
York and died in 1868. 

DR. JEREMIAH ARNOLD 

lives in the North Village and is a 
botanic physician; he has a consid
erable family, and a very pleasant 
home, the old homestead. 

HON. DAVID ARNOLD, 

the third 'son of Samuel, Sr., lives 
in the same village. He is a lawyer 
and is largely engaged in mercantile 
business. 

DR. GEORGE J. ARNOLD, 

the oldest son of David and Lydia 
Arnold, graduated from the Medical 
College of Oambridge ITniversity in 
1858. Gentlemanly deportment and 
medical skill have already given him 
a highstanding with the physicians 
of Boston. 

Lucy C. m. J. Washburn Melendy 
Nov. 26, 1868. O. Emery Arnold b. 
June 7, 1874. 

Mary E. m. Geo. O. Robinson 
May 29, 1870. O. Ourtis G. b. July 
26, 1873. Mary E. b. Sept. 23,1878. 

Judge Arnold and his wife are 
dead. Mrs. Melendy and Mrs. Rob
inson are the only members of the 
family now living in town. 

Mrs. Nancy Arnold, the widow of 
Samuel, Sr., died in 1867 at the age 
of 95 years, mu"h respected and be
loved. 

[We remember this nice, old lady. 
In 185- the winter before Judge Ar
nold moved to the Village we taught 
the winter school in his district and 
boarded with the Judge's family, 
teaching Latin fi,nd French in the 
evening to the two oldest boys and 
the oldest daughter, a girl of fine 
scholaliltic brain that in her studies 
then almost rivaled her oldest broth
ers.] 

Mrs. Lydia Arnold was a Dudley, 
one of the large family of sisters, 
all brilliantly social, daughters of 
Peter Dudley of Peru. Mrs. Nancy 
Arnold was mother of the Judge, 
and we remember her knowledge 
and love of Greek mythology. She 
delighted to converse on this subject 
and could give the genealogy of the 
gods from Jupiter to wood-nymph 
and naid. The schools, 5t days a 
week, 5 night sessions, growth not 
retarded. George and Oharles Ar
nold read the first book of Virgil's 
Illiad, declaimed at examination a 
Latin oration from Oicero. We 
taught at the village the next sum
mer, academy building, 73 pupils; 
these schools have cast for us a soft 
halo over Londonderry. Over 100 of 
its youth were once our pUl'ils. 

MISS NANCY COCHRAN, 

author of this early history, died at 
Londonderry, not long since. She 
was a daughter of Deacon David 
Oochran, a most worthy person. Of 
all the daughters of Londonderry, 
none have left her a better benefac
tion. 

REV. WILLIAM H. RUGG, A. M., 

oldest son of Dea. Wm. W. and 
Rachel D. Rugg, born in South 
Londonderry, April 9, 1838, united 
with the Baptist church in South 
Londonderry, Aug. 19, 1855, dur
ing the pastorate of Rev. 1. C. Car
penter; commenced teaching math
ematics in West River academy at 
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sixteen; from the fall term of 1857 August 11, '62; mustered in Sept. 

to 1864 assistant nine terms in Le- 1, '62; died April 3, '63. 

land & Gray Seminary; fall terms Oampbell, Edward R., age 18; en

of 1859 and '69 in Brandon Semi- listed August 4, '62; mustered in 


. nary as assistant; principal of Leland Sept. 1, '62; discharged May 13,'65. 
& Gray Seminary spring term of Oampbell, Geo. R., age 35; en
'65; was solicited to continue as prin- listed Aug. 2, '62; mustered in 
cipal; declined for the purpose of Sept. 1, '62; killed at Oedar Creek 

. entering the ministry; graduated Oct. 19, 64. ,from the collegiate department of i Campbell, Henry L., age 20; en

Madison University, August, 1862; • listed Oct. 21, '61; mutltered in 

from its Theological department in IDec. 31, '61, discharged July 15, 

1865; commenced preaching in the '75. 

Baptist church in Shaftsbury, Sep-. Ohurchill, William H., age 23; 

tember, 1865; ordained pastor, May Ienlisted Oct. 18, '61; mustered in 

30, 1866. At present, summer of Dec. 31, '61; G.ied Oct. 27, '64, of 

'69, is town superintendent of com- wounds received in action. 

mon schools, corresponding secre- Clayton, Austin, W., age 25; en

tary of BenIlington Oounty Sunday listed July 30, '62; mnstered in 

School Union, clerk of the Vermont Sept. 1, '62; discharged June 12,'65. \.. 


,;and Shaftsbury Association and as- Edwards, Alonzo '1'., age 313; en

sistant clerk and member of the listed Sept. 7, '61; mustered III 


board of trustees of the Vermont Sept. 20, '61; deserted Dec. 10, '62. I!' 

Baptist State convention. Faulkner, Eli J., age 18; enlisted 


Nov. 28, '61; mustered ill Feb. 12, 
'62; discharged June 27, '62. 

MILITARY REOORD Gibson, William H., age 18; en -\ 

DURING THE REBELLION, 1861-1865. Ilisted August 5, '62; mustered in 
BY DANIEL DAVIS. 

Abbott, George age 18, enlist
ed Sept. 3, 1861, mustered in Sept. 
20, '61, wounded in action Dec. 
13, '62, discharged and re-enlisted 
Dec. 15, '63, wounded in action 
May 4, '64, discharged Sept. 25, 
1865. 

Albee, Sill1S, age 30, enlisted Nov. 
27, '63, mustered in Dec. 11, '63; 
died at Andersonville, Ga., Sept. 9, 
1864. 

Aiken, Alonzo, age 29, enlisted 
Sept. 24, '61, mustered in Oct. 15, 
'61, died Nov. 28, 1861. 
. Aiken, Walter A., age 31, enlist
ed Sept. 24, '61, mustered Oct. 15, 
'61; transferred to invalid corps 
Sept. 1, '63; no record of his dis
charge. 

Bemis, William M., age 34, enlist
ed July 30, '62; mustered in Sert. 
1, '62; discharged June 24, '65. 

Bixby, Armentus B., age 28, com
missioned assistant surgeon Oct. 6, 
'62; discharged Sept. 30,'64. 

Buxton, Horace, age 18; enlisted 

Sept. 1, '62; discharged June 24, 
'65. 

Griswold, Lucius Duna, age 26; 
enlisted Oct. 7, '61; mustered in 
November 19, '61; died Mar. 20, '62. 

Hall, Albert U., age 27; enlisted 
July 29, '62; mustered in Sept. 1, 
62; discharged June 24, '65. 

Hathorn, Ransom E., age 18; en
listed August 11, '62; mustered 
Sept. 1, '62; discharged June 24, 
'65. 

Geo. W. Hooker, age 23; enlist 
ed Sept. 6, '61; mustered in Sept. 
26, '61; no record of discharge 
except for promotion. July 31, '64. 

Honghton, Levi, age 24; enlisted 
in May 7, '61; mustered in June 
20, '61; died Nov. 27, '62. 

Houghton, Stephen 0., age 29; 
enlisted Aug. '62; mustered in 
Sept. 30, '62; discharged June 19, 
'65. 

Howard, Mason F., age 33; en
listed Aug. 6, '62; mustered in 
Sept. 1, '62; discharged June 24,'65. 

Howe, Edwin A., age 19; enlisted 

.' 
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July 30, '62; mustered in Sept. 1, listed Dec. 15, 1863; discharged 
'62; discharged Aug. 1, '64. 

Howe, Omar M., age 18; enlisted 
July 28, '62; mustered in Sept. 1, 
'62; discharged June 24, '65. 

Howe, William J., age 18; enlist
ed Aug. 29, '61; mustered in Sept. 
20, '61; discharged Dec. 7, '62. 

Jaquith, Thomas J., age 26; en
listed May 20, '61; mustered in 
June 20, '61; discharged June 29, 
'64. . 

Kellogg, Aaron, age 21; enlisted 
~Iar. 20, '63; mustered in April 6, 
'63; discharged July 24, '65. 

Kellogg, Henry, age 18; enlisted 

July 13, '65. 
Stebbins, Edwin A., age 25; en

listed Aug. 6, '62; mustered- in 
Sept. 1, '62; discharged Aug. 25,'65. 

Stevens, Joel P., age 45; enlisted 
Nov. 4, 61; mustered Dec. 31, '61; 
discharged July 13, '66. 

Stevens, Warren, age 22; enlisted 
Oct. 23, '61; mustered in Dec. 31, 
61; killed in action Aug. 22, '62. 

. Thompson, Lorin F., age 19, en
listed Aug. 5, '62; mustered in 
Sept. 1, 62; discharged June 24, '65. 

Wade, Stephen, age 27; enlisted 
Dec. 6,61; mustered in Feb. 12, 

July 31, '62; mustered in Sept. 1, '62; died Aug. 11, '62. 
62; discharged June 24, '65. Walker, Horace, age 43; enlisted 

King, Wallace D., age 21; enlist- Dec. 7, '61; mustered in Feb. 12, 
ed May 16, '61; mustered in June 62; died Aug. 4, 1862. 
20, '61; discharged Oct. 17, '62; re- Whitcomb, Orrin L., age 30; en
enlisted Mar. 8, '65; discharged listed May 21, 61; mustered in 
June 28, '65. June 20,'61; discharged June 17,'62. 

Miller, Edmund G., age 30; en- Whitman, Edwin fl., aged 25; 
listed August 27, '61; mustered in mustered in June 20, '61; trans
·Sept. 20, '61; discharged July 9, ferred to Invalid Corps; norecord of 
'62. discharge. 

Parker, James P., age 29; enlist- Winship, Charles J., age 18; en
ed Feb. 13, '62; mustered in Feb. listed Aug. 1, 62; mustered Sept. 
28, '62; discharged Feb. 14, '65. 1, '62; discharged May 15, '65. 

Pierce, William W., age 25; en- Woodcock, Hiram, age 24; enlist-
listed Sept. 3, '61; mustered in ed May n, 61; mustered June 20, 
Sept. 20, '61; discharged July 13, '61; died Oct. 16, '62. 
'65. Abbott, Abial S., age 27; enlisted 

Rice, Edwin L., age 26; enlisted IDec. 26, '63; mustered in Dec. 29, 
July 28, '62; mustered in Sept. 62; '63; Absent without leave, Aug. 31, 
deserted Dec. 2, '62. 

Richardson, John C., age 18; en
listed .May 16, '61; mustered in 
June 20, '61; discharged June 24, 
'64. 

Richardson, Lowell M., age 18; 
enlisted Dec. 7, '61; mustered in Feb. 
12, '62; killed in action June 22,'62. 

Robinson, Oharles H., age 25; en
listed Oct. 24, '61; mustered in 
Dec. 31, '61; transferred to Invali.d 
Corps Sept. 1, '63; no record of hIS 
discharge. 

Shattuck, Samuel A., age 25; en

64. 
Abbott, Oharles, age 34; enlisted 

Nov. 17, '63: mustered in Dec. 29, 
63; died Nov. 5, 64. 

Albee, Justin V., age 18; enlisted 
Dec. 30, '63; mustered Jan. 5, '64; 
discharged June 25, '65. 

Campbell, Abner T., age 44; en~ 
listed No;. 3.0' '63; mustered in 
Dec. 17, 63; dIed Feb. 15, 64. 

Covey, Joseph N., age 37; enlisted 
Dec. L 63; mustered in Jan. 5, '64; 
discharged Dec. 1, 65. 

Greeley, Cyrus A., age 26; en
listed May 27, '61; mustered June listed Nov. 16, 63; mustered in 
20, '61; discharged Dec. 30, '63. Dec. 29, '63; discharged Feb. 25, '65. 

Shumway, Edwin H.., age 18; en- Griswold, Oollins R., aged 22; en
listed Sept. 5, '61; mustered in listed Nov. 16, '63; mustered in 
Sept. 20, '61; discharged and re-en- Dee. 29, '63; discharged July 13, '65. 

" 
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Holden, Harrison, age 38; enlist- Allen, Joseph, age 20; enlisted 
ed Nov. 16, 63; mustered in Dec. Aug. 29, '62; mustered in Oct. 23, 
3, '63; no record of discharge. '62; re-enlisted :&Iar. 5, '65; dis

Kelley, Anson A., age 21; enlist- charged July 15, '65. 
ed Jan. 1, '64; mustered in Jan. 1, Arnold, Samuel D., age 21; en
64; . discharged Aug. 9, '65. listed Aug. 29, '62; mustered Oct. 

Walker, Horace P., age 18; en- 23, '62; discharged Aug; 10, '63. 
listed Jan. 4, 64; discharged Aug. 
25, 65. 

Wbitman, Ora 0., age 18; en
listed Dec. 30, '63; mustered in 
Jan. 5, '64; discharged July 18, '65. 

Wright. Orrin W., age 18; enlist
ed Nov. 17, '63; mustered in Dec. 
1, '63; discharged June 28, 65. 
. Bailey, George F., age 18; enlist

ed Aug. 19, '64; mustered in Aug. 
19, '64; discharged June 28, '65. 
_ Baldwin, Andrew, age 28, enlist
ed Aug. 13; '64; mustered in Aug. 
16, '64; discharged Jnne 24, '65. 

Barnard, Lucius M., age 19; en-. 
listed tug.. 9, '64; mustered, i~n I! 

Sept. 1, 64; dIscharged .June 15, 6;,. 
. 	Farnum, Cortez L., age 21; en-

Bennett, Jacob W., age 28; en
listed Aug. 29, '62; mustered Oct. 
23, '62; discharged Feb. 2, '63. -, 

Davis, Daniel W., age 18; enlisted 
Aug. 29, '62; mustered Oct. 23, '62; 
discharged Aug. 10, '63. 

Pierce, Sem Jr., age 36; enlisted 
and mustered and discharged do . 

Rugg, Elijah F., age 22; do. 
Shumway, Albert A., age 22; do. 
Vialls, Josephus, age 31; do. 
Wait, Dexter, age 24; do. 
Wheeler, Calvin R, age 20; do. 
White, John D., aged 22; do. 
Gleason, Daniel W., age 24; draft 

ed ?uly 31, '63; discharged Jan. f 
23. 	 64 . 

Lanman, JQhn T., age 30; draft
listed Aug. 9, '64; mustered in ed July 13, '63; discharged June 
Aug. H, '64; discharged June 24,'65. 26, '65. 

Goddard, David B., age 19; en- Tenney, Whitney, age 26; drafted 
listed and mustered in Aug. 9, '64; July 21, '63; discharged July 15, '65. 
discharged June 24, '65. Ball, Wallace D., age 21; enlisted 

Howard, George A., age 18; en- March 7, '65; mustered March 18 
listed Aug. 29, '62; mustered in '65; discharged :&Iay 12, '65. ' 
Oct. 23, '62; discharg~d Aug. 10, Buxton, Willard, age 24; enlisted 
'63; re-enlisted, Aug. 9, '64; dis- and mustered in l'Iarch 7, 65; dis
charged June 15, 65. charged July 24, '65. 

Howe, Zeno D., age 18; enlisted Ooomes, Edmund G. No record 
and mustered in Aug. Hi, '64; dis- but his name. 
charged June 24, '65. Dowling, William, age 23; enlisted 

Kinsgbury,Loren, age 42; enlist- and mustered in March 21, '65; de
ed and mustered in Aug. 31, '64; serted ltray 31, '65. . \, 

discharged, June 13, '65. 
Davis, Bymenus, age 20; enlisted 

and mustered in July 5, '64; dis
charged June 28, '65. 

Adams, Geo. W., age22; enlisted 
Aug. 29, '62; mustered in Oct. 23, 
'62; discharged Aug. 10, 63. 

Whitman, Martin D., age 28; en
listed Aug. 29, mustered Oct. 23, 
'62; discharged Aug. 10, '63. 

Perry, Daniel W., age 18; enlisted 
Aug. 29; and mustered in Oct. 23, 
'62; died Dec. 31, '62. 

Stuart, Oharles W., age 19, enlist
ed Aug. 29; mustered in Oct. 23, 
-'62, discharged Aug. 10, '63. 

Howe, Frank, age 18; enlisted and 
mustered in Mar. 23, '65; dis
charged June, 26, '65. 

Patterson, Samuel, age 42; enlist- -.,
ed and mustered in March 16, '65; 
discharged July 15, '65. 

Quimby, Henry R., age 30; enlist
ed and mustered in March 21, '65; 
discharged July 14, '65. 

POST OFFICE. 

The first post-office in town was 
located on Arnold hill, about one 
mile west of the village, and was es
tablished in March 25, 1823, with 
Samuel P. Arnold, postmaster. 
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Since that time the following per
sons have held the office, the date of 
their commissions being given: 

Luther Stowell, Aug. 10, 1825. 
David O. Stowell, Dec. 11, 1828. 
Sylvester W. Sheldon, May 14,'33. 
Alexander Leland, April 20, '36. 
Peter Dudley, May 10, '42. 
Orrin Ourtis, Dec. 7, '48. 
Luther Stowell, Sept. 4, '49. 
Jonathan R. Wyman, May 23,'50. 
Nathaniel Ourtis, Sept. 26, '51. 
Josiah Stowell, Mar. 1, '52. 
Niles Aldrich, Dec. 17, '52. 
Barnet S. Wait, Oct. 11, '53. 
Henry A. Howe, Sept. 27, '54. 
Isaac W. Gibson, ~lay 19, '55. 
Ohas. F. Newell, Dec. 18, '55. 
Thomas Lyman, Dec. 24, '56. 
Albert S. Hayward, Dec. 31, '59. 
David Arnold, Oct. 18, '61. 
Fred M. Leonard, Mar. 8, '81. 
Alonzo A. Ourtis, June 2, '83. 
Will A. Ohilds, Sept. 11, '89. 
The postoftice at the south village 

was established Sept. 20, 1852, with 
Hiram Porter as postmaster. Since 
that time the following have held 
the office: 

Frederick W. 1\>1arsh, Aug. 30,'53. 

John L. Pierce, Aug. 31, '61
Seth L. Randall, Mar. 23, '68. 

Geo. G. Smith, Dec. 14, '69, 

Frank M. Wood, Aug. 27, '85. 

Henry W. Goddard, Jan. 9, '86. 

Henry P. Chase, May 16, '89. 

Mr. Porter, who now resides in 


Hinsdale, N. H., kept the office in 
the room now occupied by the town 
clerk. Mr. Porter only held the 
office about one year. Mr. Marsh, 
now of Qhester, removed the office 

to the store of Pierce & Marsh on 
the site of the present office. Mr. 
Pierce, now of Fitchburg, and who 
succeeded Mr. ~Iarsh, continued the 
office in this store till about the close 
of the war when he removed it to 
his residence, the brich house, where 
it remained till he resigned. Mr. 
Randall removed the office to the 
store again. When Mr. Smith suc
ceeded to the office, he removed it 
to his present store where he kept it 
for 16 years. 1\11'. Wood was ap
pointed and continued the office in 
this location till Mr. Goddard re
moved it to the Chase store, where 

.it remains to-day under Mr. Ohase. 

BEAR STORY. 

Some 68 years ago a man by the 
name of David Hazen, had a fearful 
encounter with a bear which result 
ed in the loss of one arm, and must 
have been the cause of a terrible 
death to Mr. Hazen, but for the 
timely assistance of his son David, 
a lad of but twelve years. The 
bear had Mr. Hazen on his back, 
with one hand and a portion of the 
arm in his mouth, when the father's 
cry of "come quick David" brought 
the son to his assistance just in time 
to save his life. Nahum Goddard, 
grandfather of the late M. H. God
dard of Ludlow, soon appeared on 
the scene, but the bear had received 
his death wound from young David. 
This incident occured in what is 
now the sugar orchard owned by 
Harry Pierce, near the foot of the 
mountain in the east part of the 
town. 
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THE HISTORY 
OF 

\7I,hnclham of \tYino_ham C01:Ilt~. 
BY MRH. LUCY B. WOOD. 

~ 
1\ WINDHAM. !husband regained his health, and she 

WINDHAM IN LONDO:MDERRY. I returned to her family in the same way 

The town of Londonderry which that she came." In the character of 
then embraced ·Windham was chartered Mrs. Aiken we discover all the traits 
by the State of New York, Feb. 13, which so conspicuously shine in a noble 
1770, and to this town belongs the hearted, firm-minded woman; courage 
history of Windham while included and perseverance to SUl'Illount the dffi
in said town. cult obstacles in the way of duty, 

The first settlers came to I,ondon- prompted by conjugal affection and 
maternal love.deITy III 1773, .Tames Rogers. James 

Patter90n, Samuel Thompson, ~dward :JV~r. Aiken remained on his farm toI' 

Aiken, James Mc Cormick, and John. clear of the chopping, sow the grain 
Woodbam. The three last named were i, und drag it in. On the first of Novem
the first settlers of Windham. They. bel'. this was all accomplished, except 
purchased their lands for three 01' four the dragging in whi(.h ~hey purposed 
English shillings per acre. to do the next day; but the next morn-

In the north part of the town, 1773, ing, eight inches of snow covered the 
Edward Aiken commenced clearinO' ground. Thf hired man wall dismiss. I:l 

his farm with the help of a hireu man' I ed, the oxen were taken to their win
In August, I.e was taken sick in his tel' quarters, the pack strapped to the 
shanty; nine miles from his nearest Deacon's shoulders, and he returned 
neighbor. "He found the means of in- through slush and sno\y, once more to 
forming his wife at LoudondeITY, N. his old home in New Hampshire. 

H. She getting upon her horse with Early, the' next spI'jng, he returned 
her youngest chHel in her arms sought I to Vermont accompanied by his son, 
and found her husband's sick-bed;-. Peter, and his daughter" ~aomi, they 
through an almost trar'kless wilderness Iarrived at his settlement the day that 
of a hundred miles i the last eight of Peter was ten years old. His sister was 
which were followed by marked trees. nearly twelve. They found the shanty 

She brought with her health and sate; the unharrowed grain, growing 
strength, and after a few weeks, her Ifinely; and having hired a man to work 

\ 
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alternate weeks through the season (the act pftssed the legislature incorporating 
other half of the time the man worked the east part of Londonderry and 
for Mr. Utley, ten or twelve mil<>s dis- Mack's Leg into a new town called 
tant,) he left these two children in this WIl'.'DHA~L I
vast wilderness to be gone six weeks It took its name from Windham, N. 
to Londonderry, N. H. At the expira H. whieh was taken from Londonder
ration of this time, he returned with ry N. H. 1742. And the name of 
his Own and several other families; and Windham, N. H. waS taken from one 
Windham, then Londonderry, was per of that name similarly situated in re i 
manently settled. 1\1r. Aiken built alog lation to Londonderry in Ireland. The 
house a little north of where the house inhabitants were called Scotch Irish and 
now owned by Widow Aiken stands, claimed they were possessors of the 
and afterwards a framed one on the better quahties of both the Scotch and 
same premises. Soon after they c.ame the Irish. 
here, Mr. Aiken and a relative of the The records of the town from its first 
same nam~, built a saw-mill near Derry settlement to ~793, are nearly all lost. 
pond. They sawed the lumber for two It is recorded that Robert 1\1c Cormick 
houses; one for each. A fire broke out was town clerk, Rufus Thayer, consta
near by and destroyed the mill and the ble, Peter Aiken, James Mack and 
lumber, and the erection of their hou~es Abial Whitmen were selectmen. 1\1r· 
W8.S retarded. Deming says in his Appendix of Ver

C·.l. James Rogers and Edward Ai mont Officers, "It is not supposed that 
ken were members of that memorable these were the first officers appointed, 
Convention which met at Dorset Sep. but that the early rel'()rds have gone a 
25, 1776: .......... -The birthday journey and have forgotten to return." 
of VerInont. Windham is bounded N. by Ando

Edward Aiken was the first repre ver, E. by Grafton, S. E. by Towns

scntative from this town, and a mem hend, S. andS. W. by Jamaica and W. 

ber of the first legislature, which as by Londondp,rry. 

sembled, 1\far. 12, 1778. He represen The town is uneven; the water if> 
ted the town from this year to 1795, pure and the soil is better adapted to 
except one year when .John BUrnap grazing thau to raising grain. When 
was representative. the land Was first cleared, wheat and 

In 1795, James Rogers, Jr. petion rye were raised in abundance; but nei

ed to the legislature to grant him one ther has been profitable for many years. 

half the land in the town, which re The trees of the forest are much the 
mained unsold. Hi,; petition was gran same as in neighboring towns; pine 
ted. The next year, he petitioned for timber not plenty, but the sprhce ahun
the other half alledging, that if it was dant. The sugar maple so much pris
right for him to have one half,. it was ed for making sugar is more used for 
right that he should have the whole. shade than any other tree. 
This petition, also, was granted. The inhahitants are very industrious 

In this year, a petition was present and frugal. There are very few who 
ed to the legislature to divid(l the town are wealthy, and not many who are 
of Londonderry. Oct. 22, 1795, an very poor: They have, generally, 
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enough to be comfortable, and some
thing to spare for the support of pub
lic institutions. Tllere are a few me
chanics, but we live mostly by farm
ing.• 

The people of this town have always 

~ given much attention to the means of 

r education. 

COMMON SCHOOLS 

were established very early in every 
neighborhood. Before the inhabitants 
were able to build good school-houses, 
their summer schools were kept in 
barns- When the haying season com
menced, they either had a vacation a 
few weeks. or moved the school into 

t 
the empty stable, which they converted 
into a school-room. They fitted up for 
the winter school some old log-house, 
or spared a room in some dwelling-
house. 

Thfl first school i.n the Centre Dis
trict was kept by 

::IlISS PATTY ELLINGWOOD. 

It was a summer Bchool and it was 

kept in ·a log-house. 
The first schoolmaster of Windham 

was 

AMOS EMORY, 

who kept the first winter scho(.l in 
town. (date unknown.) 

:\ 
. ' The most of our teachers, who have 

not completed their educatIOn at the 
common school have preferred high 
schoob; or academies to a boarding 
school. We have very few who have 
received regular instruction and taken 
diplomas. 

RELIGIOUS L~STRUCTJON. 

Before coming to this wilderoess, the 
tlrst settlers had been 8. (·.burch-going 
people and felt the importance of relig
ious instruction. Having no stated 

preaching, or house to meet in, they 
occasionly hired a minister a few Bab
baths and held their meetings in Judge 
Aiken's barn, which was near the ee,n
tre of the town. I distinctly remember 
of hearing Rev. Mr. Carlton preach, 
when I was a child, and seeing women 
with heavy silk dresses and long trains 
such as were worn in the last century 
come in over the rough barn Hoor mak
ing a sound like distant rain. 

In the south part of the town and 
corner of Jamaica, Elder Combs, a 
Baptist minister, preached occasionly, 
and, I have heard my father speak of 
having heard Elder StDddard, a Bap
tist Elder, preach after he came to 
Vermont. 

Those who lived too far from meet
ing to walk, used to ride on horse-back. 
It has been facetiously said that a man 

on a horse with a grandchild in his 
arms and his son or daughter on the 
horse behind him, imposed the burden 
of three generations upon one horse. 

Thomas Jefferson married a rich 
widow; after the ceremony, his wife 
mounted the horse behind him and 
rode to his residence. It was the gen
eral and fashionable way of riding then. 
Pillion!.', faetened to the back part of 
the saddle were much used and very 
easy to ride upon . 

With the hope of obtaining such a 
divisiou of this town and other towns, 
adjoining ~s to bring the north part of 
Windham the centre of one t.)wn and 
thc south part, the centre of another 
town, the inhabitants at the north part 
raised a subscription in 1799, to build 
a meeting-house. It was raised in the 
summer of 1801, in the north part of 
the town, between the settlements of 
~fr. E. Aiken and Mr. J. Woodbbrn. 

~.. 
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The house was 54 ft. by 22; posts, One dollar a week was the common 
height, 25 ft. It wa~ inclosed, but nev- price, and nothing said about any oth
er finished. 

It is said that workmen were hired 
for 4 s. per day. I suppose it meant car
penters. Not succeeding in the antici
pated division of the t-own, the next 
year, 1802, the meeti'1g-bonse was erec. 
ted at the Middle of the Town. 

er pay but money. Previous, it was so 
difficult to turn country produce into 
money that in almost all mattQrs of 
trade of any amount where notes were 
given they were to be paid in neat 
stock. :For small articles at the store, 
butter, flax and tow cloth were received 

In this house there were, originally, I in exchange. For many years wool 
25 proprietors. One po.or man, who has been a great article of trade. 

could hardly support his family, sub- THE TRADERS 

ecribed $15. He made salts in the in the Sou~h part of the town, as near 
woods and carried them to Towns- IlS I can remember, have been: Ware 
hend (we had no trader in town then) Aldrich, Francis, Sawyer, Cobb, Hunt
to pay his sub~cription. ington, Jones, Phillips, Burton, Pierce 

Within a year from this time, met't- and J, E. WhIpple, who is the present 
ings were held in this house. A car. trader. (1868 ) 
penter's bench was Ul,ed for a stand. Some years since, Thomas Evans 
and rough boards for seats. had a store by the grist-mill, about a 

I '1 
. The first sermon delivered here was i ml e south from the Middle of the 

by Rev. William Hall of Grafton. In II 

1825, the house was finished at an ex

penl'e of $ 1000, and the next year was 
painted white, cost. $ 228. 

Rev. Philetus Clark preached the 
dedication sermon. The pews were 
sold at auction, and Major Aiken and 
Captain Stearns bid off the two highest 
pews at $ 50, each. 

To show the price then of produce 
and labor, I will here C'lpy the 

"DIRECTIONS '1'0 THE CO}UnTTEE 

at a school-meeting, 1798: To hire a 
Mistress at 3 s. per week and pay her 
in salts at 20 s. per hundred, or butter 
at 9 d. per pound, or wheat at 3s. 3d. 
per bushel, or rye at 4s. per bushel, or 
corn at 3s. per bushel." 

From this time the circumstances 
/ 	 and manner of doing business changed 

very rapidly. In 1807, the writer 
this sketch commenced teaching school. 

Town. Tn the West part of the Town, 
Ebenezer Stowell had a btore. 

The store-keepers, I reccollect in the 
North part ef the Town were·: Wil
kins, Cheney, Fitch, Goodrich, and 
Barrett III the Middle of the Town. 

William Harris, and William Har
ris, Jun. are the present, [18v8Jtirm 
of traders at the Middle of the Town. 

THE BAP'rIST CHURCH 

was organized, Jan. 12, 1807. Onto
ber 20th the same year, Thomas Baker 
was ordained their pa'!tor and remain
ed with them about 10 years. Their 
meeting-house, of brick, in the South 
part of the Town, was built in 1825. 

This church has since l\fr. Baker, 
been served by the following pastors 

Rev Samuel Kingsbury, 


Rev. Milo Frary, 


Rev. M.anoah D. Miller, 


Rev. Chllrles H. Green, 


1816: 

1837 : 

1840: 

1844: 

::.. 

I 
I 

, ~ 

;'\.
, J 


I 

t.: 

....., 

" 



Rev. William L. Pickn!l-ll, 1855: 

• Rev. Elliot P. Marrifield, 1859-: 

Rev. George O. Atkinson, 1863: 

Rev. Mark Carpenter, 1868 : 

DEACONS OF THE BAPTIST CHURCH. 

Deacon David Bennet: 

" Calvin Barrett: 

" Isaac Fisher: 

" Daniel Whitman: 

METHODISTS. 

sermon was pteacbed by the Rev. Mr. 
Preston of Rupert. 

'When the church was organized, 
Edward Aiken, John Burnap, Jona
than Brintnall, John' Aiken, Anna 
Aiken, and Nabby Burnap were the 
first members. 

Cimdace Burnap was soon after ad
mitted by letter from the church in 
Royalston, Mass. Under the preaching 
of Mr. Randall there were a number 
Ithat obtained a hope and united with 

The Methodists have never had a the church. 
house of public worship in town i but Mr. Randall was dismissed, N Ovem
have held their meetings in private ber 1819. He remained with us ten 
dwellings and in school-houses. I can Iyears which eutitled him to the parson-
find no records of their ~hllrch. 

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH. 

In a town-meeting holden, April 12, 
1797, the town voted to lease out the 
ministerial land by a desirable lease 
"while wood grows and water runs." 
Also to raise four cent.s a pound on 
the polls and ratable estate, to hire 
prcaching the ensuing .year, to be asses
sed on the invoice of 1797. 

"Voted that Dea. John Woodburn, 
Nehemiah Pierce. and John Burnap be 
a committee to procure a candidate. 

We find no church record from this 

I age. 
[REV.] SELAH R. ARMS 

was ordained, January 1825; was dis
missed in JUlie 1834; returned in Jan
uary l836 ; dismissed, lastly, in 1849. 

JREV.] NATHANIEL PINE 

commenced his ministerial labors here 
and occupied the year between the two 
ministrations of Rev. Mr. Arms. 

[REV.] REUBEN HATCH 

commenced preaching in Windham in 
May 1849; 	 ordained, Jannary ] 850; 
dismissed, September 1851. 

[REV] ROYAl, PARKINSON 

time until 1805, when the Cougrega- began to preach in Windham, March 

tional chu:ch was organized. After its 1852; remained the pastor 2 years. 

organ~zation, before Mr. 'Lawton was [REV.] GEORGE S. KEMP 

settled. Mr. Field, a licentiate, who d' d F b 1856 d~ 


. I was or aIDe, e ruary .; IS~ 	 afterwards became a lawyer, preached I . d A '11860 
. ..... 
JD' the CongregatIOnal house. 

Mr. Gaius Conant was another, a.nd 
Rev. Phineas Randall, neither of whomf 

~ 	 was willing to s~ttle over so small a 
congregation. 

JOHN LAWTON 

of Barnard was ordained over this 
church, Oct. 4, 1809, The ordination 

mIsse, prI . 

[REV.] STEPHEN HA.RIUS, 

ordamed in October ~861, remained 
8 years. 

DEACONS OF THE CONGREGATIONAL 

CHURCH: 

Deacon Edward Aiken: 

" J ohn Woodburn: 

i 
t 
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Deacon John ,Burnap: .. James Mc.Cormick: 
., Luther Stowell : 

" ZacheuB Bemis: 

" Edward R. Aiken: 

" John Woodbury: 

" Harvey Burnap: 

" Hart B. Abbot: .. Asa T. Gouin: 

" Charles Hastings. 

LUTHER STOWELL 

represented the town in 1814, and '1&. 
He oam,e from Guilford to Windham 
in 1800. 

AMOS EMORY 

next represented the town the three 
following years: 1815, '16, '17 anii 
was appointed justice of the peace. 
He came from Dublin, N. H. about 
the first of the century. Mr. E. again 
represented the town in 1826, '27. 

BENJAMIN PIERCE 

OUR REPRESENTATIVES. 1	represented the town the next 6 years, 
and was appointed justioe of the peace.

THE AIKENI'. 
He settled in this town in 1782, from 

In 1797, James Aiken was appoint- Westmoreland, N. H. His settlement 
ed justice of the peace: and the n.ext Was in the southeast part of the town. 
year, John Aiken, town clerk and JUs- Abial Whitman came about the same 
tice of the peace, which offices he held time and settled near him. Mr. Pierce 

for 20 years. also represented the town three yearsc 

James Aiken was appointed County after the next representative. 
Judge, 1808. The next year his broth- DANIEL C)BB 

er John suoceeded him and held the __.:I h . 1828 '29 '30 
' repres.:n"""" t e town ill " , • 

office 5 years. He lived in the south part of the town. 
John and James Aiken were sons of Bewasthesqnof('.oI.DIIJl'lCobb,who 

Deacon Edward Aiken. the former came to this towit from Westmorland, 
married Miss Gregg of Londonderry, N. B. about 1790. He a.n~his brother, 
a very worthy woman and a fine sing- David, settled on a rise of pnnd ia 
er. They lived at the Centre of the the west part of the town which was 
Town. The several families of Aikens, familiarly known as CobbHill. .Be 
W oodburns. Macks and Persons with had many poor me;; settled aroUJMl 
their descendants and others where him. He had a plenty and used to astrist 
there were only ont> or two in the fam- them. Bis wife, also, was benevolent 
ily who could sing, made our social and helped those who were needy.
nteetings much more'interesting than The Colonel was noted for agility and 
they otherwise would have beeu. muscular strength. 

John Aiken was our first represent TIJI[OTHY SHERWIN 

ative and represented the town 8 years. from Chelmsford, Mass. had a large
He removed with his family more than and respectable family. lIe located N. 
tweuty years since to Pennsylvania E. from the Middle of the Town. The 
where he died. most of his children died in early Jife 

.... 

~ 
I 

I 
I 

1 

James Aiken married a girl in put-I with consumption. He repre/lented the 

ney and moved to Boston; is now town two years and died soon after
dead. wards. 
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HARVEY BURNAP 

lived in the west part of the town, the 
son of Thomas Burnap who moved from 
Brookfield, Mass. the first or the cen
tury, and lived near his brother, John, 
about 2 miles south of the Centre. He 
represented the town one ycar and af
erwards removed to Townshend. 

LEVI KIMBALL 

DAVID P. ROBBINS 

whQ lives in the south part of Wind
ham representd the town 2 years. His 
father came from Guilford, here,. in 
1800. 

CLARK STEARNS 

represented the town 2 year.:l. His fa
ther, Capt. James Stearns, lived in the 
East partof the town; eame from War

represented the town two or three years. Iwick, Mass. and was one of the first 
He lived in the East part of the town. 

His father, Capt M. Kimball, originat
ed from Massachusetts and was an ear
ly settler. The family are celebrated 
for their musical talent. The repre
sentative who was kflown as Colonel 
Kimball, was several years I!horister 
in the choir. Several years since, he 
moved to Westminster where he and 
his wife both died. 

JASON D. JONES, 

who represented the town 5 years. He 
was a kinsman of Richard Kelley, 
who moved from Dummerston to the 
Centre in 1801. In 1805, he was chose 
a justice of. the peace and held the 
office 29 years, until he became blind. 
In 1818, he Was chosen town clerk and 
served till11i29. He was a natural poet 
and used to amuse himself after he was 
blind by wrhing acrostics aud rhymes. 
He ,\ rotc the history of his life in . verse 
afJA:>r he was blind. He died in Febru
ary 1849. 

LYMAN COBB, 

brother :of Daniel Cobb, was represen
tative one year. 

SIMEON PIERCE, 

brother of Benjamin Pierce, was rep
resentative two years. 

selectmen. 

STEPHEN HARRIS •. 

Rev. Stephen Harris, thfl Congrega
tional minister representt~d the town 
two years. 

ASAHEL UPHAM, 

in 1868, represented the town, one 
year. He is the son of Jonathan Up
ham who lives in the West part of the 
town. His father was one of the first 
settlers. 

WILLIAM HARRIS, 

born in Brattleboro, Nov. 8, 1797; 
moved to Windham in 1323; and was 
town clerk and treasurer 23 years; jus
tice of the peace 40 years; assistant
judge of the County court ;:, years, rep
resent.ed the town 6 years; was mem
ber of the State senate two yeal'S and 
is now, [1868, ] president of the West:. 
River National Bank. 

WILLIAM HARRIS, Jr. 

son of Judge William Harris, has rep
resented the town 5 years, and been 
Stat 1 senator 4 years; and for nearly 
20 years, has been first selectman, and 
overseer of the poor. 

HOLLIS STOWEI,L 

Iwho lives a little south of the Centre, 

Of those that have represented the I was representative 2 years. 

town since 1830, I have no record, I POSTMASTERS: 

remember them all, b~t may not get JOHN AIKEN WitS the first postmaster 
them probably in close order. in town, and the second was 

.. 
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DAVID W<)ODBURN, 

son of John Woodburn, the first set
tIer in town. David Woodburn remov
ed to Underhill in the north part 
the State, and died there. 

LEMUEL ABBOTT, 

chusetts in the early part of the pres
e~t, century. 

J onn Woodburn, son of John W ood
burn, ,sen. 

James White who came from Marl, 
boro, N. H. and his son, Elijah White. 

th~ third postmaster, was the son of I Ezra Pierce, SOil of Nehemiah, who 
Lemuel Abbott, Sen. one of tne first came from Westmorland, N. H. in 
settlers, and came from Lyndsboro, N.11792.: George Dutton, Zenas H. Up-
H. in 1796. i ham: 

WILLIAM HARRIS. 

succeeded ~Ir. Abbott as postmaster at 
Windham, and 

NOHMAN W. WOOD 

succeedeq Postmaster Harris in the 
postoffice. 

H};NRY JONES, 

Son of Jason D. ,Jones, was our next 
postmaster and next to the last, 

GEOIW·E SPAFFORD, 

who is the prese.t postmaster at the 
Centre of the town. 

David Woodburn and Lemuel Ab
bott lived so far from' the Centre of 
the town they were obliged 'to have an 
assistant. Joseph W'ood wall their as
siscant several years. Afterwards, Ze
Has H. Upham was assistant postmas
ter. 

In 1852, N. W. Wood was appointed 
and kept the office with the exception 
of a few months, until he moved to 
Chester in 1862. Dr. Dutton accepted 
the office for a few months, and after 
his death it was returned to N. W. 
Wood. 

G~orge Davis is the postmaster in 
North Windham, and Asa Smith III 

South Windham, at the present time. 

THE JUSTICES (IF THE PEACE 

Timothy Burton who was a justice 
of th~peace more than forty years ago 
and retained the office until his death: 
Joseph Wood who came from Wood-· 
stock in 1825, was justice more than 
20 years, nntil he 'left town. 

PHYSICIANS. 

Dr. Eli Tyler, Dr. Britton, Dr. 
Boyden, Dr. Gates, Dr. Silas Clark, 
Dr. Barber Dr. Randall Clark, Dr. 
John Austin, botanical doctor; Dr. 
Asa Bigelow, Dr. William A. Chapin, 
Dr. Hannibal Jacobs, Dr. William H. 
Dutton, and Dr. George Spafford, 
present physician, 1868. 

DH. GEORGE SPAFF0RD 

was born in Weathersfieid. He studied 
in Albany, N. Y. commenced practice 
in Windham in 1860; received a ('om
mission as surgeon of the 16th Reg. 
Vt. Vols.. in the fall of 1862; discharg
ed at Brattleboro in the fall of 1863. 

TIMOTHY BL'RTON, M. D. 

son of Timothy Burton and grandson 
of Benjamin Pierce, is now a practic
ing physician in New York, Iowa. 

WARREN FAY, III. D. 

son of Reuben, an e:l.rly !'ettler. in the 
North part of the town, i~ now, (1868J 
a practicing physician in Pavillion, 
N.Y. 

not before mentioned are Samuel God-j LAWYERS: We have ne,er had a 
dard, who came from Orange, Massa-j re&ident lawyer in town. 

• 
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Clark H. Chapmau, a native of this 
town- [See paper after thisrecorc of 
Windham, from Mr. Chapman. ] 

Eliza Chapman, his sister, a native 
of Windh::.m. is the wife of Frederick 
C. Robbins, Atty. at law, Ludlow. 

SAMUEL CLARK AIKEN 


graduated at Middlebury College in 

1814 and immediately went to Ando

ver Theological Reminary for 3 years. 

He was settled in Utica, N. Y. and re

mained about 20 years, and then went 


. . AZRO EMORY Ito Cleavland, OhIO, where he has now 
of MISSOUrl, a son of Amos Emory, lived 30 years; but his health has fail
and Jerome Pierce, educated at Anti- ed so that he has not preached for sev
och, Ohio is attorney at law in Spring- eral years. He is considered an emi
field, this State. , nently pious man. His personal appear-

WELLS A. BElIns, Iance is august and venerable, and dis-

educated at Oberlin, O. son of Aaron iPosi.t!on lllildand ah~a.ble. ?n th.e pr!me 
Bemis of this town j his location is not· of lne, he had a brIlhant ImagmatlOn, 
known. Iand a well-cultivated mind. His voice 

was mUf'lical and his gestures were im-EDUCATIONAL 
·f h h h . d I I pressive. His vounger brother,

O t ose w 0 ave reCelve a co  • 

legiate education, Samuel C. Aiken 
 EDWARD AIKEN, 
son of Nathaniel and grandson of the graduaetd the next year after him, at 
first sett.Jer, Edward. His mother was l\iiddlebury. I can not better.descdhe 
Betsy Clark of Londonderry, N. H. him than by an obituary notice of his 
She had one brother and three sisters death: 
in BostOn with whom she spent most "Died at Tallehasse, Florida, Bro. 
of her time. Her SOil furnished me Edward Aiken, aged 35. At the age 
with the following Revolutionary an- of 19, he graduated * * * * while at 
necdote : college he made a profession of relig-

When the British took posses1!ion of ion. After residing a few years in Vir
the town of Boston none of the inhab- gillia and the State of New York, and 
itants were aliGwed to leave the town. suitable preparation, he entered upon 
By some means. however, his mother. the practice of his profession in Utica, 
escaped and went directly to the Amer- N. Y. * * A pulmonary attack com
ican army, stationed in Cambrid~e, pelled him to resort to a milder climate. 
under General1Vashington. The Gen- • He visited the I"land of Cuba ano af
eral inquired. of her .about the' iState of ter some months there, retu rned to his 
things in Boston, and then asked her native land 'with healtb much improv
where she waEl going. She told him ed, but fearing to encounter the vigor 
to Londonderry. He told her she was of a Northern winter, hc removed to 
young and it was dangerous for her to Tallehasse, Fl. where he married·and a 
go alone a.Ufi nnprotected and he gave year after died in the s>veet COilsola
her an escort. He said he mentioned tions of the gospel. 
this to show 1Vashing1;0n Was not only Possessed of a dispo&ition uncom
a great general, but a real gentlemen, monly even and aimable; and from a 
and would condescend to provide for child, he seldom failed to secure the 
an unprotected woman in the midst of confidence and love of all who knew 
'urgent business. him. He was a little reserved, at the 

• 
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same time affectionate and affable. As 
a physician he was kind, attentive, ju
dcious; as a Christian, he '!Vas exem
plary and uniform. 

LUKE BOWEN 

of Putney; but had been a resident of 
Windham several years before he en· 
tered college. While at Middlebury, 
where he graduated in 1816, he made 
a profession of religIOn and prepared 
for the ministry. After he was licens
ed to preach, he left this region, and 
nothing more is known of' him. 

HENRY L. AIKEN 

graduated at Middlebury in 1821. His 
father, Peter Aiken, lived with his pa· 
rents until their death. In 1796, be 
married Betsy Goodhue only daughter 
of Rev. Josiah Goodhue of Putney: 
as a mbther and a Christian, she had 
few equals. and still less superiors. ShtJ 
had 6 children, all believing in Christ. 

Her oldest daughter married Silas 
Barrett. She had 5 children; two are 
now living in Louisiana. Her son, 

HENRY LOCKE AIKEN, 

in 1840, married Emily L. Robins of 
Jamaica: children, Edward, HMry, 
Ellen K. They reside in Saratoga, N. 
T. Her son, 

EDWARD RODNEY AIKEN, 

married Caroliue Bliss. He owned the 
old Aiken farm and occupied it till his 
death, and left it after his wife's death 
to be equally divided to tIle A. B.C. F. 
M. 	and the Home Mi!'sionary Society. 

Her daughter, 

MARGARET LAURA AIKEN, 

joined the Choctaw Mission in 1853, 
and spent the rest of her life there. 
She gave the most of her property to 

that mission, and her remains rest in 
Choctaw soil. 

Her danghter, Mary Ann, married 
William Arms and has lived in various 
'places in 'Wisconsin and Illinois. She 
has had 4 children. .Tosiah,the young
est, married Emma Parker of Putney 
The, had 6 children. . After living 
some time in Putney, Mr. Arms re
moved to Wisconsin where he died.
r am indebted to H. L. Aiken for the 
history of the Aiken family, and many 
facts relating 10 the first settlement vf 
the town. 

:M:ary Gibson and Margaret Aiken, 
daughters of Nathaniel, died in 1853. 
They were members of the Congrega
ional church many years, of whom it 
may be said "Blessed are the dead that 
die in the Lord." 

Calvin Aiken died in 1841. 

Jesse " 1860."" 
Jesse had one daughter married to 

Darius Williams of Chester. 

David· Aiken, the only survivor in 
this family. has one son, WillillJIl L. 
who lives in Graftoa, and 4 danghters, 
Mrs. Hines, Mrs. Heald, '.Mrs. Saw
yer, ~Irs. Edson,- very interesting 
women; the worthy 'desl!endants of the 
pioneer George. A younger brother, 

GEORGE C. AIKEN, 

died in Blakely, Ga. in 1853, where he 
ha.(l-practiced medicine awhile, though 
w hen he left home it was more for his 
health than any other object. 

TilE AUTUMN DAYS. 

:By G. C. AIKEN. 

Tbey are coming, they are coming, the sweet 
autumn days, 

And around me October's pure. mellow light 
plays, 

And I feel as I walk in these stilI twilight 
hours, 

How they sleep in their groves, summer's 
gentle, young flowers. 

The birch tree is donning its modest tint vell, 
And the elm tree stands stately with aspect so 

pale, • 

• 
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And the white maple glimmers the wood. 

thicket through, 
In its deep dye>! of crimson and 11eh purple 

hue. 
The dry husk is shrunk on the bright, yellow 

eol'll, 
And the bee winds butfaintly her soft mellow 

horn;
And I know by the haze light that over me. 

plays, 

Tiley are coming, they al'e coming, pale au 
tumndays. 

THE BURNAP FAMILY. 

In 178801' 9, John and Uriah Bur
nap, natives of Sutton, Mass. purchas
'ed a farm in the corner of .Tamaica that 
joins 'Windha.m, and built a log-bouse 
up'Jnit. In 1790, John married Cau. 
dace Bliss of Royalston, ]\Olass and in 
1792, ploved upon a farm which is 
now about two miles south of the 
Centre of Windham, aJ:d was the 
first one buried in the burying-ground 
nea.r the Centre of the town. Of 12 
ehildren of John Burnap, eight lived 
to mature years. 

[REV,] JOHN BURNAI'. 

John, the oldest Ron of John Bur
nap,graduated at Middlebury Colle/le 
in 1819, studied theology at Andover 
S yellrs, was 1icenced to prcach; took 
an agency to collect funds for the For
eign Mis~ionary Society; visited a 
portion of the Southern States and so 
Qver1axed his mental and physical pow-I 

. 	 era that it brought on fever and de
rangement from which he never fully 
recovered 

[REV.] 'GZZIAH C. BURNAP, 

'Second ion of John Burnap, Sr. gradu
ated at Middlebury in 1821; Etudied 
theology with Rev. Joshua Bates Pres
ident of Middlebury College; w-as or
dained pastor over the Congregational 
chm'ch in Chester in 1824, and contin
ed there until 1837; was pastor of the 

Appleton church in Lowell, Mass. from 
1837 to 1852. He died in Lowell in 
1854, aged 56. 

I 
He was very much devoted to his 

work and attached to his peopl ... I have 
heard him say he would rather write 

two sermOns than on. and make an ex
change with another minister. He was 
naturally a poet, but seldom wrote 
more th!lJl to sum up the contents of a 
sermon in rhyme. 

He was born, July 11, 1798; mar
ried 1\:[ary Towne of Charlotte in 1824; 
after her death, Arvilla Gould of 
Chester in 1832. 

He had a daughter and a son by his 
first wife, who live in Massachusetts. 

He had two sons by his last wife, 
who live in Brooklyn, N. Y. 

UTTI,E THINGS. 

By REV. UZZIAH C. BURNAP, 

In human lite tllc)'c 1s a time 

When little things bCl10me sublime; 
When what i. least in estimation 

BUllmins an Infinite re1t1t1on. 

A moment has the weight of years, 
A wish, the soul forever bE-aI'S. 

A word in consequence outweighs 
The language of teu tho,llsand days. 

As when the virgins were too late, 

A moment lost, decreed tbeir fate; 

As when the Saviour does pass by. 
A moment lost, the soul mnst dje. 

A wish to know the path to Heaven, 
A wish to have a sin forgiven, 

ltray raise a soul from death and Woe 
And let salvation richly 110w. 

A word ot prayer, a warning voiee, 

A word expressive of a choice, 
May l1x the current of the soul 

While everlasting ages roll, 

,Have momentg thus the Weight of years? 
Are words so full of hop.. s and fears? 

Do wishes llius my doom control? 
Tben let me guard my precious soul.. 

AsaBurnap, Deacon Burnap'S 3d 
son, was about 16 yearil old when his 



16 

, \ 

VERMONT HISTORICAL l\'IAGAZINE. 

father died and he remained on the 
farm about 7 years. 

After Mr. Lawton had sold the par
sonage to Mr. Harris, Asa became 
very anxious to have the Society pur
chase another as soon as a suitable 

,place was to be sold" and when Judge 
Aiken sold his farm, he bought it for 
that purpoS'e. He gave $700 for it and 
let the Society have it for a parsonage, 
for $300. 

In 1816, the first Sabbath School was 
established by Lucy Burnap, hissistflr, 
of whieh he was by the church and So
ciety chosen the superintendent. 

In 1833, he married Ellen Carter of 
N tlwfane and settled there. After her 
death, he married Mary Hazen, 1845, 
and now resides in Somers..t. 

GAlUS C. BURNAP, 

the youngest son, went to New York 
City and became a merchant. 'The firm 
was Eliot, Burn'lp & Bahcock. He re
tired from business in early life, and 
now lives in Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

Sophia, the second daughter of John 
, Burnap, married David Elliot, son of 
AmoR Emory alld moved to New York 
where she remained 13 years and then 
removed to Wisconsin. 

Achsa, 3d daughter of John, mar
ried James Stearns and remained in 
tOWIl. 

Anna H.. the youngest, married 
Nathan, son of Benjamin Pierce, and 
,resides in Townshend. 

MRS. EMMA WOOD SllIITH. 

EMMA WOOD, daughter of Joseph 
Wood, and grand-daughter of John 
Burnap was at the age of sixteen, en
gaged as a teacher of the French lan
guage in Yorkers, N. Y She was af
terwards a preceptress in the Academy 
at Chester. In 1840, she went to 

Friendship, Md. and spent one year. 
In 1847, she engaged as a teacher in 
the Patapsco Institute in Maryland. 
She remained there until she married. 
She married David P. Smith in 1850, 
and went to Florida where she died in 
1853. 

The Principal of PatapAco Institute 
wrote her obituary, from which I will 
give an extract: 

"Died o~ yellow fever, Oct, 18th 
]\obi!. Emma lVood, wife of David P. 
Smith, aged 31 years. A brigut, lovely 
and loving spirit haA gone frOID us,. 
We shall see her no more, but we trust 
her pleasant smile may greet us on our 
entrance to the world of spirits. Mrs. 
Smith was for some years an esteemed 
teacher in the Patapsco: Institute, where 
her literary attainments gave her a dis
tinguished position. Apparently Ull

conscious of the gifts of genius with 
which she was endowed, she seemed to 
set a light value on the brilliant effus
ons of her pen which cost her little la
bur. She toiled most faithfully as a 
teacher of mathamatics or of the dry 
rules of rhetoric or logic. When we 
see mediocrity seeking to inflate itself 
beyond its natural dimensions, we do 
not feel surprised for this is p.ommon, 
but we do wonder to see a rich mind 
unconscious of its wealth. 

In offE'ring this tribute to the memo
ry of an associate dearly loved and 
highly esteemed, we must express onr 
hope that the many productions in 
prose and verse from the pen of Mrs. 
Smith which have adorned. for years 
the vages of various periodicals in dIf
ferent parts of O'll' country, may be 
collected and published in a volume." 

Catharine, her sister, younger, euter
ed the Patapsco Institute the year after 
Emma. Both reviewed their studies 
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and both took diPlomas., Cath'lrine re,-I 
mained there as a teacher about 14 
years, until the war of the Rebellion. 
broke up the school when she returned! 
to Vermont. About six ye!tr~ siuce 
[1862J she married Charles Hawkins, 
architect, and now resides in Chester. 

[Mrs. Hawkins died at her home in 
Chester, May 5, 1888. 

THm DYING STUDENT. 

By EMMA WOOD. 

The soft breeze!s on my brow, 
I know 'ti~ the morning's breath, 

But. alas 1though its whispers are sweet, 

'Tis the lonely wind of death. 

I must lay down the aims of 11fe, 

And the dreams of my glorious youth, 
For the pictures of joy and hope grow dim, 

And I never can see their truth. 

My 11fe, 1 have poured it out 

Like the wavc of a crystal urn; 

But the vase lies low on the sands of earth 

And its cont~nts can n$ver return; 

I mnst bury my earthly loves 

In the heart tbat will beat no more; 

They shall silent rest as a sacrpd ~rust 

Till tbe contlict of life is o'er. 

T'were a blesse~ thing to rest 

lITom tbe trials and cares of carth, 


For tbe weary soul to fold Its wings 


In the land Of its radiant birth. 


'Twere a glorious fiigbt to soar 


Through the patbless fields of air, 


To reach tbe realms of light, 


And ):evel in beauty there. 


And yet it were hard to die 


Witb the labor of life undone, 


With the fields of science before my view 


And its laurels w"n nigb won. 

I have gr'1sped at the godlike power 


That is WOll by the 8ch01l>1"8 migbt: 


But of what avail is the garnerd store, 


I must die wlth the goal in sight. 


must,bid farewell to eartb 


Whilst tbe blossoms are bright and fair, 


And the sweet perfnmes of the orange groves 

Is borne On the Sighing air. 

Aud yet I would rather far, 

To the hOllse of my childhood move 

To perish wben gorgeous Ilutumn leaves 

Are falling iu ,every grove. 

And hear as my requiem lOW, 

Tile voice of the murmuring wind 

Like the plaintive song of the dying flowers 

To the blossoms they leave bebind. 

T!lere's a gentle stranger's hand 

And and it rests on my burning head; 

cl"w1l1 soothe tbe anguish 01 heart and brow 

Till tIle spirit's night has fled. 

Yet I would tllllt my sister's voiee 

:Might ring on the silent air: 

I see the form of my early love 

>lnd the curls of her clustering Im!r. 

I would that they still were ni!;h 1 

If I felt but tlIeir balmy breath, 

And the :oentle touch of my mother's hand, 

r could welcome the stroke of death. 

Yet afar in tbis aistant land, 

I dream that they still are nigh, 

r hear tIle gush of each kindly voice 

Aud look on eaeb loving eye. 

They are present Witll me in dreams 

And brighter as life grows dim, 

The cherished friends of my early years, 

And the loves ot my boyhood scem. 

As I yield my parting breath, 

lI'Iy name from tbe world has gone, 

For there dwells 110 record ot fame. 

To tell of tIle spirit fiown 

I bavedone no lofty deed 

To twin<' for my brow a wreatb, 

NQr carved a na.ne in the realms of mind 

Tv defy the march of death. 

But my m"'mory sball ever dwell 

In the love of a faithful heart, 

And if tr{la~ured lip in tbat holy shrinE)' 

It will never through life depart. 

Once more fm'ewell to earth, 

i ean lay its glol'ies down; 

I will graSp nO longer its fading gems, 

But look up to my heavenly crown. 

I will 'rest on His boundless love 

Who has crowned my life with bliss, ' 

Who calls me away to a brighter world 

1"rom the toils and ~ins of thiA. 

:....A- :,--"-- :-'-: 

I 
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JAlI1ES H. UPHAM, I MISSIONARIEi:<. 

a. graduate of Oberlin, Ohio, was the. lIIAIUA ARMS, daughter of Rev. Se
son of Gardner Upham, an early set- lah Arms, a native of Windham, went 
tier from Guilford, and his muther was on a mission to the Choctaw nation in 
the daughter of Amos Emory. His 1852, and her health failing, returned 
theological course was pursued at Ban-! in 1855 and resides with her brother 
gor, Me. and he preached in that vicin
ity until sickness prevented. He died 
July 17, 1856. 

[REV.JHENRY HASTINGS; 

son of Nathan Hastings, who emigrat
ing from Orange or Warwick, Mass. 
settled in the west part of the town, 
a.bout the first of the century: Henry 
graduated at Amherst in 1858. His the· 
()logical course was at Union Seminary. 
He graduated in 1861: was ordained 
Evangelist at St. Stephens, in New 
Brunswick, June 11, 1862. He preach
ed in his nat,ive town, in Pennsylva
nia and East Machias, 1\1e. where his 
health failed, and he left for his home 
in Windham, alld died on the Wily, at 
his sister's in Townshend, in 1863, at 
the age of 30, 

LORIN W. BRINTNALL, 

now[1868] a settled minister at Win
throp Station, graduated at Oberlin, O. 
His grandfttther emigrated from Chel
sea, Mass. to Windham late in the last 
century. His father formerly lived in 
Windham. 

THI<1 METHODIST MINISTERS 

who have had a residence here and 
were natives of the place were Justin 
and Lorenzo Barrows and Elijah Gale. 

Ebenezer, Asa and Jacob Gale with 
their families came from Cbesterfielit, 
N. H. 'in 1800 and settled in the west 
part of the town. I believe Elijah Gale 
the minister, was the son of ELenezt"r. 

UNIVERSALIST MINISTER, a native of 
the town, Rev. Samuel 'Villis, late of 
Charlestown, S. C. 

in Springfield. 
IDA CHAPIN, daughter of Dr. Wm. 

A. Chapin who now lives in Beleher
town, Mass. is a native of this town. 
She married Rev. Mr. Hazen and went 
on a mission to India. 

THE WINDHAM SINGliRS. 

MARTIN STEVENS anll. his family in 
the south part of the town from War
wick, Mass. possessed great, musical 
talent His sons, Martin, Asa Abra
ham, moved to the west part of New 
York and Pennsylvania.. Three of his 
dltghters: Mrs. ' Jones, Mrs. Cole and 
"Mrs. Aiken moved there, also. M1'5. 
Melendy, the oldest, lived in London
derry. Her oldest daughter as before -, 

said, is the wife of Judge Harris. Lucy 
Stevens was the wife of Daniel Cohb 
and settled in this town. 

Harriet, hi9 youngest daughter, is 
tlIe wife of Judge Stoddard of TowDS
hend. 

The family of Mr Cobb were very 
good singers. Hannah Cobb married 
Aurelis Howard and lives in Towns
hend. 

Ada Cobb was preceptress of Ches
ter Academy several terms [and also at 
the old Black River Seminary at Lud
low.·] She married Gen. Frank Davis -.. 
of Cavendish. 

Angeline Cobb married the late Mr. 
Dean, attorney at law in Grafton. 

Mary Cobb is the wife of the Hon 
William Harris of this town. 
*Onr fil'stpl'cceptress,-a lovely preceptress, 

we leave farther remark un we may reach 
the old Black River Seminary. 
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And there are many other families 
who deserve to be noticed for having 
been so useful and interesting in our 
social meetings on the Sabbath, and on 
other occasions, among whom: The 
daugliters of Ira Farr, Mason Pierce, 
Barnabas Giles family, and the Harris 
family. I have mentioned as fine singers 
the Persons, W oodburns, Aikens [and 
Kimbals) And near the close of the 
last century, a Wilkins family, also, 
who were good singers, moved into 
town. Lucy one of the daughters mar· 
ried Samuel Woodburn alld remained 
in town until her death. Mr. W ood
burn was the son of John W. the pio
neer, and a kinsman of Horace Gree
ly, Erlitor of the New York Tribune. 

There has been a 

good repute in the County and State. 

sonic honors was James Mack's who 
died in December in 1860. The next 
in 1864, that of Horace Jones, son of 
Jason D. Jones. 

Antimasonry had its day in town but 
it was a short one. As long as so many 
religious and honorable men sustain 
the institution, let charity remain. 

Mr. David Aiken and Mrs. Tenney, 
widow of Luther Tenney are the oldest 
inhabitants in the town. 

Mrs. Tenney's family and Mr. John 
Gould's are united in 111arriage, and 
they with their descendants are many, 
or all of them singers. 

When the Great Architect with power and 

might 

Made sun and moon to rule the day and night 

And from his hand the massive planets fiung 

To roll in circles round the glorious sun, 

Twas then the morning stars with heavenly 
lays, 

Commenced in song their great Creator's 
praise. 

With voice and song, we tberefore celebrate 

All great events in either church or state. , 
And thus express in kind and first degree, 


All tbat is noble, eloquent and free. 


When Moses fied from Pharaoh's sanguine 

host, 

With liquid walls, dry. stood the sea they 
crossed, 

When safe on shore th!lir antbems loud and 
long. 

Witb harps and timbrels cbant tbc grateful 
song 

The beauteous templfl made by Solomon 

Wben consecrated to the Holy One, 

With instruments of every kind tbey raise 

Their voice in songs of universal praise. 

Pleased with their wor~bip, God in answer 
sends 

A glorious cloud which through the house ex· 
tends. ..* * * * * * * * 

o'er Bethlebflms' plains when Jesus Christ 
was born 

-\ngels proclaimed the news in most angelic 

HONORARY MEMBERS OF BENEVOU:NT 

SOCIETIES. 

I have endeavored to find the names 
of all those in this town who have been 
honorary members of the different be
nevolent societies of the present day: 

Enoch Goddard and wife who came 
from Orange and Royalston, Mass. in 
1806" were life members of the For
eign Missionary Society, and their 
daughter Lamira, wife of George Dut
ton is also, a roember of the same so
cety. And Mr. Goddard's sons, Bliss 
and Timothy, were members of the 
Home Missionary Society. 

Asa Burnap and G. C. Burnap were 
constituted honorary member!p ot the 
American Board by their mother before 
her death, Dec. 1856. 
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Daniel Cobb and wife were mem

bel's of the American Union. 
Simeon Barrett and wife were mem

bel's of the Horne Missionary Society. 

Hon. William Harris, Sl·. is a life 
member of the Vermont Bible Society. 

Lucy Burnap, now, Mrs. Joseph 

............... ........--~ 

Benjamin Pierce, James Smith. 

Smith was a deserter from Burgoyn's 
army. He was an artificer in the Amer
ican army. 

[We omit a list of the names of' the 
soldiers of the last war here, as this 
list is without detail, a,nd we have a 

Wood, is a life member of' the Vermont list furnished with detail. ] 
Bihle Society. 

Stephen Duttonwbo has died since 
I commenced this history, was another 
of onr aged men. He was the father 
of Doctor Dutton, named among phy
sicians, came from Dummerston, 1803. 

E}i:ORY JOnES, SOn of J. D.•Jones, 
has just entered c<111ege at Dartmouth. 
His mother, whois udaughter'of Amos 
Emory Esq. has kindly furnished me 
with the manuscript of James Upbam, 
ber nephew, who wrote a partial bisto
ry of the town in 1853, and read it be
fore a literary society, to which, I am 
indebted for many events. 

ONE HUNDRED YEARS OLD. 

I know of only t~o instances in this 
town of remarkable longevity. 

The widow -.-- Bennet lived to 
be over a hundred yeal's old. 

Her daughter, the widow of' Reuben 
Stowell, says that when she was over 
eighty, she rode on horseback to Brat~ 
tleboro,30 miles. 

The widow of Abraham Fan ;ived 
to be over a hundred years old. 

REVOLUTIONARY SOLDIERS. 

The following early iOettlel's were 
Revolutionary soldiers: 

Jonathan Britnall, Samuel Ayers, 

John Burnap, Stephen Fitch, 

John Gould, ArchibaM Mack, 

MRS. I ..ucy BURNAP 'VOOD, 

the kindly and faithful hist{}rian of her 
native town, died at the home of her 
son in West Townshend,Mar. 23, 1888, 
aged 97 yeirs.- The sheaf fully ripe. 

Lucy Burnap was married to ,Joseph 
Wood, August 12, 1820. Mr. Wood 
died at South Heading, Dec. 1,1873. 

They had two daughters, Emma and 
Catherine [pp. 16 and 17Jand one son, 
Norman Williams Wood. 

Mrs. Wood had five grandchildren. 
at the time. of her death; two sons of 
Mrs. Hawkins and two sons and a. 

daughter of Norman Williams Wood. 

In ,her long life this strong and good 
woman was a noble example of Chris
tian faith and hope. She taught in the 
Runday School until her hearing was 
dull by reason of age, and her eyes 
dim. She enjoyed reading till within 
two months of her death9 and kept up 
wiLh the events of the day remarkably, 
notin~ the advance in almost every 
thing with pleasure. She realized that 
she had lived a good long life. 

At her funeral, Rev. Mr. Mackie, '\ 
then preaching here, read the XLVI ps. 
and made remarks: Psalm; all the peo
ple invited to praise God- for so long 
and precious a life. *' 

*Fol' the information in thiR memorial note 
and for reading the proof of this history, we 

John Mack, Archibald McCormic. Iare indel>ted to the daughter.in.law of our , , . . Ihistorian, .M;rs. Norman W. Wood, who has 
Dame1 Putnam, N ehemmh Plerce, known the town for 5; years. 
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W INDHAlI DURING THE REBELLION 

1861-:-1865, 

BY JAMES W. GOULD. 

Abhott, Marcus, agf\ 18,-Co. K 11th 
Vt. musician ; enlisted .Tuly 30, 1862; 
died at Fort Sotten near ,V3.shington, 
Mar~h 27, '63. 

Abbott, John J. age 18, musician, 
Co. I 16th Vt. enlisted, Augnst 28, 
'62; died in hospital at Brattleboro, 
August 3, '63. 

Barrett, Cortez P. age 21, Serg't in 
Co. C, 4th Vt.enlisted, August 22, '61, 
discharged, May '63 

Boutin, Chas. W. age 22.; enli~ted in 
Co. K 4th Vt. commissioned First Lt. 
of the l;ame, Sept. 14, '61; promoted 
Capt. of Co. D 4th Vt. Dec. 14, '62; 
promoted ~[ajor, .June 4th '65; muster
ed'out of Sf\rvice as Capt. July 13, '65. 

Bemis, William W. age 20; Sergt. 
Co.D 16th Vt. enlisted, 4..ug. 29, '62; 
promoted 2d Lieut. Co. D, April 2d 
'63 ; mustered. out of service, August 
10, '63. . 

()ook, Lafayette, age 33, enlisted in 
Co. D 16 thVt. August 29, '62; mus
tered out, August 10, '63. 

Cook, Martin J. age 18; enlisted in 
Co. D 16th Vt. August 29, '62 j killed 
at Gettysburg, July 3d, '63. 

Covey, Andes B. age 18; enlisted, 
June 3, '62, in Co. K 9th Vt. muster
ed out of service, May 13, '65. 

Cooper, Charles A. age 18; enlisted 
in Co. II 2d Reg. U. S. Sharp Shoot
ers, Dee. 24, '63; transferred to Co. H 
4th Reg. Vt. Vols. Sept. 25, '65, died 
at Brattleboro in ,hospital. 

Cronin, William L. age 34.; enlisted 
in Co. G 11th Vt. August 5, '62, mus
tered out of service, June 26, '65. 

Dwinell, Benjamin F. age 21 ;musi
cian in Co. E 6th Vt. enlisted Sept. 29, 
'61; re-enlisted, Dec. 15, '63; trans
ferred to Co. K, Oct. 16, '64, mU8tered 
out of service, June 26,'65. 

. Evans, Albert O. age 18; enlisted in 
Co. H 8th Vt. Dec. 18, '61; re-enlist
ed, January 5, '6·4; died, Nov. 9, '64, 
:It Brushier City, La. 

Fairbanks, Artemas P. age 44; en
listed in Co. D 16th Vt. August 29, 
'62; mustered out of service, August 
10, '63. 

Graham, Benjamin F. age 37; enlis
ted in Co. I 11th Vt. August 9, '64; 
died Feb. 11, '65. 

Grinnols, Charles P. age 21 ; enlisted 
in Co. I 11th Vt. August 22, '61; de
serted, February, 19, '63. 

Gooid, James E. age 26: enlisted in 
Co. K. 11 th Vt. August 13, '62; dis_ 
charged, March 11, '63. 

Gould, Charles G. age 18; Private, 
Co. G. 11III Vt. Vols j enlisted, August 
i3, '62 j Corp. Dec. 27,63; Sergeant 
Major, Feb. 12, 1864; 2d Lient, Co. E 
11th Vt. Vols. June 30, 64; promoted 
Capt. Co. H. 5th Vt. Vols. Nov. 10, 
'64; wounded, April 2, '65; Brevet 
Major, April 2. '65 for the assault OIl 

Petersburg, April 2, '65; mustered out. 
of service, June 19, '65. 

Harrington, George R. age 18; enlisted 
Feb. 5, '62 ill Co. H 8th Vt. Re-en
listed, l\larch 5, '64; pro. wagoner, 
April 12, '64, mustered out, June 28, 
'65. 

Harrington, John R. age 19: enlist
ted in Co. D 9th Vt. June 23, '62; dis
charged, Oct. 2, '62. 

Hartington, Randall, age 44 ; enlis
ed, February 4, '62 in First Battery, 

21 
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Light Artillery; discharged, May 19, Penniman, Robert L. age 34; enlist
'64. ed in Co. D 16th Vt. Dec. 20, '62 ; 

Harrington, George L. age 19, en-I mus1ered out, August 10, '63. 
listed, Nov. 20, '63 in Co. G 11th Vt.! Perry, AmasaR. age 21; enlisted in 
transferred to C(1. A 11th Vt. JUDe] Co. G 11 Vt. July 30, '62; mustered 
24, '65; mustered out Aug. 25, '65. . out June 24, '65. 

Hluris, Romanzo A. age 19 ; enlisted 
in Co. H 8th Vt. January 13, '62; re
enlisted, Marc.h 5, '64; mustered out, 
June 28, '65. 

Howe, Densmore, age 20; enlisted in 
Co. D f6th Vt. August 29 '62; mus
tered out, August 10, '63. 

Jones, Jason C. age 17; enlisted in 
Co. G 11th Vt. Aug. 5, '62; mustered 
out June 24, '6'5. 

Kendall, Amos G, age 20; enlisted, 
August 22, in Co. L. 11th Vt. mus" 
ered out, .June 24, '65. 

Mack, Archibald H. age 30, Corp. 

Co. G, 11th Vt. enlisted, August 29, 
'62; mustered out, June 24 '65. 

Mack, _Daniel, age 18; enlisted, Dec. 
16, '61; in Co. H 8th Vt. Re.enlisted, 
J)farch 5, '64; mustered out, June 28, 
'65. 

Mack, Joel D, age 18; enlisted in Co. 
G,age18jenlisted in Co. G 11thVt. 
August 11 '62; sick in Gen. BOdpital 
and discharged, l\-Iarch ~1, '63. 

Mack, Ephraim IJ, age 19; enlisted 
in Co. D 16th Vt. August 29, '62, 
nmstered out August 10 '63. 

• Marshall, Henry C. age 19 j enlisted 
in Co. F 9th Vt. Dec. 16, '63; trans
ferred to Co. B, June 13, '65; muster
ed out July 7, '65. 

Martin, Adolphus E. age 19, enlist
ed in Co. G. 11th Vt. Nov. 20, '63; 
transferred to Co. A. June 24, '65; 
mustered out, Aug. 25, '65. 

Penniman, Thomas, age 30, enlisted 
in Co. G 11th Vt. July 28, '62; mus
tered out; June 24, 65. 

Rhoades, Randall, age 18; enlisted 
in Co. C 4th Vt. August 23, '61 j dis

charged, April 29, '62. 

Rhoades, Aaron A. age 44 j enlisted 
in Co. G Ilth Vt. Nov. 10, '63; traD.S
ferred to Co. A 11th Vt.•June 24, '65; 
mustered out, June 25, '65. 

Rhoades, Henry C. age 18; enlisted 
in Co. G 11th Vt. Dec. 5, '63; tranl:!
femid to Co. A 11th Vt. June 24, '65; 
transferred to Co. C 11th Vt. j mustered 
out, August 25, '65. 

Sumner N. Rhoades, age 27, Corp, 
in Co. ( 16th Vt. enlisted, Sept. 20, 
'62; mustered out, Aug. 10, '63. 

Salter, Alonzo L. age 24; enlisted 
in Co. K 4thVt. August 29, '61; dis
charged, May 23, '62; re-enlisted in 
Co. F 9th Vt. Dec. 19, '63; transfer
red to Co. B, June 13, '65. 

Smith, Otis, age 21 ; enlisted in Co. 
C 4th Vt.Aug. 22, '61 ; tranSfe1'f0d to
Rigal CQrps, Aug. 1, '63 ; mustered out 
August 22, '64. 

Smith, William H. age 19, Co. H 
2d Sharp Sbooters, enlisted, Dec. 24~ 
'63 j sick in Goln. Hos. Aug. 31, '64j. 
transferred to Co. H. 4th Vt. V 018. Feb_ 
25, '65; discharged, June 18, '65. 

Smith, Waldo J. age 20; enlisted in -, 
Co. K 9th Vt. Sept. 3, '64 j mustered 
out, June 13, '65. 

Stoodley, George W. age 23; enlisted 
in Co. G 11th Vt.•luly 30, '62 j sick in 
Gen. Hos. -Aug. 31, '64; mustered out, 
.June, 24, 'ti5. 

Tromley, AlLert J. age 18jenlisted, 
December 18, 1861, in Company H, 

'" 
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8th Vermont, and died, January 17, 
1863. 

Tenney, William B. age 37;· enlisted 
in Co. G, 11th Vt. Nov. 6, '63; sick 
in Gen. HOE>. Aug. 31. '64; transferred 
to Co. A, June 24 '65; mustered out, 
Aug. 25, '65. 

Tenney, Levi C. age 20; enlisted in 
. Co. D 16th Vt. Aug. 29, '52; muster

ed out Aug. 10, '63. 

Upham, Bradford H. age 18; enlist
ed, Nm·. 30, '61 in Co. H 8th Vt. mus
tered out, June 22, '64. 

Wait, Curtis N. age 21, enlisted in 
Co. I 16thVt. Sept. 28, '62; mustered 
Ollt, Aug.W, '63. 

Whitcomb, Wilson A. Corp. in Co. 
. D 16th Vr. enliEted Aug. 29, '62; mus

ered out, Aug. 10, '63. 

'Vhite. George W, age 21 ; enlisted, 
July 20, '64 in Co. G lIth Vt. muster
ed out. May 13, '65. 

f 
Woodman, James H. age 23, black

smit4, Co F First Vt. Cavalry; enlist
ed, Oct. 14,'61; l'e-enlisted, DeC!. 30, 
'63; tramferred to Co D, .JunE" 21, 
'65; mustered out, Aug. 9, '65. 

NO. o~' SOLDIERS. 

~ Windham fUl'llished during the war, 
52 meu; six died while in the service 
and one was killed. 

.Five were .furnished under draft, but 
an paid commutation, "Namely":

~'. 
't 	 Augustus E. Duttou : 

,.,. 	 Cyrus Holman: 


Marcius Lam!)hear: 


Elmer H. Lawrence: 


Ebenezer W. Stowell. 


DIED since the war: Cortez P. Barrett, 

Artamas P. Fairbanks, Joel D. Mack: 

Thomas Penniman, Geo. W. White: 

Sumner N. Rhoades. 

HON. CLARK H. CHAPMAN. 

[Biographical paper, 	 furnished by 
Mr. Chapman) Oct. 6, 1884.J 

Myancestors were from England, 
and settled in Say-Brook, Ct. and my 
grandfather was born in Hebron, that 
state in 1760. His father, Ezekiel, son 
of Davie. was born in 1734 and married 
Abigail Niles of Cokhester, Mass. in 
1735, by .whom he had ten children. 
He moved to Vermont about 1775. 

My grandfather Silas, the 4th child, 
settled in Athelli!, where my father, Ja
bes Chapman was born, October 1790, 
anq diedwben my father was 3 years 
old at his wife's fdher's in Chesterfield, 
N. H. on his way back from a business 
trip to his I\Rtive town. His wife was 
Sarah Dunham. 

My mother, Amitta, the daughter :Jf 
Ezekiel Perham was born in Athens, 
March 3,1801, and was married to my 
father at Athens and they moved, May 
1, 1818, to Windham, to a farm i of a 
mile from the Centre of the town. Here 
my mother died, October 7, 1838. 

The next year, my father marrie(i a 
sister of the late Jndge Wm. Harri." at 
Windham and resided 	 there till 1858, 
When he removed to Ludlow where my 
~tep-mother died in 1871 and my fa
ther March 29, 1873 . 

I caused their remains tv he carried 
to and buried at Windham, where all 
my immediate family now dead are at 
rest. 

My grandfather Perham was a Rev
olutionarysoldier and used to ten me 
what he saw of General Washington. 
1\1y mother's mother ~as a Jewett from 
Pepperill, Mas.~. She died in 1817, and 
is buried in Athens. The Dunham ge
nealogy, I understand goes back to 
the Welch history. 

~ 
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I was born in Windham, Sept. 10, 1 was a mf'mber from Windsor Co. 
1822, and had the usual advantages of of the last Constitutional Convention; 
a common school education there.· In one of the 9 delegates and wall assist
the fan of '36, I attended the Acade- ant Secretary of the Convention. 
my at Townshend. The next winteraf- Dec. 1,1849 till May 1850 was Reg
ter my mother died, I, at 16 years of ister of the Probate Court under Judge 
age, taught the district. school adjoin- Dutton's appointment, and again from 

..., 
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ing my native district for $13 a month 

and the next winter the same school 
for $15 a month. 

In the falls of 1838, 9, 40, I attend
ed the Academy at Chester and taught 

fall of '41 attended the Black River 
Seminary at Ludlow; but having an op
portullity to teach in Maryland instead 
of following up the academic course and 
entering college, I went to Cal~ert Co.. 
about 30 miles below Annapolis and 

.taught a neighborhood schooi for two 
years; returning to Vermont taught the 
Windbam district school two winters, 
and in the fall of ] 845, went into the 
office of the late Judge Dutton of Cav
endish to complete my legal studies 
which I had begun under Judge Wil
kins in Calvert Co. Maryland. In the 
meantime was preceptor of Black Riv
.er Seminary the spring term of 1845; 
and kept while in Judge Dutton's office, 
the Probate Records for Windsor Dis
trict; was admitted as attorney to. the 
Windsor Bar in 184-; went into busi
ness as a lawyer in 1859 with my bro
ther-in- .la~, Hon. F. C. Robbins, at 
Ll1dlow, under the firm name of Rob
bins & Chapman. 

In 1853, I was elected assistant Sec
retary of the State Senate; held the 
offi~e 2 years and was elected Segret!l
y to succeed the Hon. Joseph Barrett, 

who was at. Washington Commissioner 
of pensions under appointment of Pres
ident Lincoln, 8 yel1rs. Middlebury Col
lege gave me the degree of A. M in-

July] 856 to December 1862. 

1856, I removed from Ludlow back 
to Cavendisb and settled in Proctors

ville as an attorney and resided there 
until l882 when I removed with my 

in Athens the winters of '39, 40; in Lhe Ifamily ~ Detroit, Michigan, where we 
now reSIde. 

I married Ellen M. Sherwin, oldest 
daughter of the latc Captain Charles 
Sherwin of Weathersfield, a farmer re
sidinf! about }ths of a mile below Per
kinsville on Black River, July 7, 1878. 

We have had four childen: the old
est and youngest; girls, beth died in 
infancy. The second and third,sons, 
are living at Detroit and industriously 
employed, having received a businees 
edncation, rather than a literary course 
of training. 

My <llde!!t son, Charles Sherwin, 
Chapman, was born at Cavendish, A ag. 
21, 1864. 

My youngest son, W m. Clark Chap
man, was born at Cavendish, March 
1, 1866. 

I have only one full sister, living 
Ml'S. F. C. Robhins, and two half sis
ters, Emma L. arid Mary V. 

My m0ther, at seventeen, united 
with .the Baptist Ch. at Saxtons River 
and r,~mained a faithful member until 
her death. My father when the 1\<[eth
odists came into Vermont affilIiated with 
them, though I do not know as he ever 
was a communicant. The Episcopalian 
worship most meets my prefel·ence. 

[Hon. Clark H. Chapman died at his 
home in Detroit, Apr 1, 1888.i1.] 
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Wilmingtoll) 
1751-1870. 


BY R$Y. VOLNEr FORBES. 


WILMINGTON. 

This township is in the west part of 
Windham County, on the east side of 
the Green Monntains in the valley of 
Deerfield River; the east and west 
branches of which unite in this town 
and run south tt..rough Whitingham 
into Massachusetts and empty into the 
Connecticut River at Deerfield. The 
township i8 6 miles square. bounded, 
N. by Dover, E. by Marlboro, .S. by 
Whitingham and W. by Readsboro 
and Searsburg, is 22 miIel> east of Ben
ington, 20 miles west of Brattleboro. 

Its surface is somewhat hilly, inter
spersed with vallies and iritervales 
formed by the Deerfield and its tribu
taries. The soil is a rich sandy loam, 
and there is very little waste land, the 
hills being arable to their sunimit~, fur_ 
nishing excellent pasturage for stock. 
The soil is productive, yielding good 
crops of grass, oats, corn, potatoes and 
vegitables. The land is well-timbered 
'with maple, birdl, beech, ash, spruce, 
hemlock, firs; the sugar-maple being 
very abundant; from which, often a 
hllna.red tons of sugar is made in a sea
son and is quite an income to the com
munity. The mountains and hillsides 
give good, pure water. The Deerfield 

River, Beaver Brook and other small
er branches of the Deerfi£>ld, furnish an 
abu:ndance of water-power, and in the 
ea~t part of the town is a fine pond, or 
lake: 

RAY POND, 

about 2 miles long ana half a mile in 
width, well-stocked with pickerel and 
other fish. This pond empties into the 
east branch of the Deerfield River by 
a stream called Bill Brook, w!iich fur
nishes several good sites for lumber 
mills. 

Lumber is extensively manufactured 
for the market on most of the streams, 
sprnce, hemlock, birch, maple and 
beech lumber finding a ready sale, and 
if we only had the much coveted rail
road to transport it to market, it would 
cause wealth to flow in upon us and 
make our hearts glad. • 

In the N. W. corner of the towILShip 
IS Haystack Mountain, more familiarly 

called 

"OLD HAYSTACK," 

one of the highest peaks of the Green 
Moun.tains, rising about 3000 feet, 
towerering considerably above the sur
rounding hills. About 1000 feet from 
the summit lies 
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SYLVAN LAKE, 

a beautiful pond of 75 acres of clear, 
cold, deep water, containing no fish of 
any kind. It is fed by sprIngs entirely. 
Its outlet is by a brook whi~h tumble", 
over the rocks into Cold Brook, thence 
int9 the Deerfield. 

This mountain is a great resort for 
the lovers of nature both wild and cul
tivated, the view being very beautiful 
and extensive. After climbing the al
most perpendicular sides, the weary 
traveler finds himself upon the rocky 
summit where a scene of gxaI'deur and 
BUbJi mity bursts upon his view. Al
most at his feet lies the little lake 
a thousand feet below, encir~led by ev
ergreens, its transparent surface glis-

THE GEOLOLOGICAL 

formation of Wilmington is of a prim
itive azoic ordllr, consisting of gneiss, 
mica slate and hornblend with detach
ed masses of quartz and feldspar. In 
the west part of the town are quarries 
of limestone which are rather too san
dy to make the best of lime, but is used 
for agricultural purposes; also, some 
iron ore is fonnd. 

In the west, part there, is serpentine 
and some steletite, ,Deposites of clay 
lll'e numeroul'! am! tertiary moraines are 
plenty along the streams. There is not 
any valuable minerals, although a 
thorough geological survey has never 
been made. 

tening in tlle rays of the sun and reflec- I EARLY HISTORY. 
ting the surrounding trees and rocks The Town was chartere":;' by Gov
like a polished mirror. ernor 'Wentworth of New Hampshire, 

Towards the eaRt, the first object April 29, 1751 to 
that attracts the eye is the neat, white GHANTEES; 

village of Wilinington which is about pl,' LSI K t· Jllineas yman, amue en, r.,
4 miles off though you .seem to be look
. d . to 't 'f 't J tmg own III I as 1 1 were amos un
demeath you. The whole town lies cu
riou8ly mapped out; every man's do
main by itself, his nice residence and 
out.buildings, shade-trees, orchards, 

Abr.abam Burbank, Medad Pomeroy,. •. . 
Noah Pomeroy, Aaron RISIng, Paul 
Kent, Joel Kent, Jonathan Underwood, 
Samuel Granger, Joshua Austin, 
Samuel Hathaway, Benjamin Kent, 

meadows and woodland with the "cat· Jonathan Knight, Shem Burbank, 
tIe on a thousand hills." Elihne Kent, Timothy Marther, 

Farther in the distance the view em- John Leavitt, Samuel Harman, 
braces the whole of Windham County Joshua .Kendall, Aaron Hitchcock, 
and part 0\ Windsor in Vermont with Lemuel Granger, Simeon Granger, 
Cheshire County New Hampshire with Elijah Easton, Phineas Sheldon, 
Franklin County Massachusetts in the Reuben Harman, Silas Kent, John 
southeast and their various mountains Granger, Aseph Leavit, John Rowe, 
rivers and villages, The north and Jr., John Old, baae Hall, Joseph 
west is a continual series of mountains, Forward, Pelatiah Adams, Samuel 
hills, vallies and forests, making in the Dwight, Seth Dwight, Daniel Austin, 
whole, one of the most splendid pano- ,Joseph Kent, Daniel Smith, Simeon 
ramas in the country, which will com- Hathaway, Daniel Gilbert, Elijah 
pensate the admirer of nature for all Sheldon, Elijah Kent, Zephaniah 
the toil and fatigue whic h it costs to . T I A h Slleld n B . . . ay or, s er 0, enmng
reach It. 
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Wentworth, Esq., Theodore Atkinson, 
Esq.,- Ellis Husk, Esq., Richard 
Vibbard, Esq., John Downing, Esq. 
Sampson 8hea, Esq., -most of whom 
were supposed t.o belong to Connecti
('ut. They surveyed the town into lots 
and divided the lots among themselyes. 

But few of the original proprietors 
ever settled in the town, Dttniel Aus
tin and Elijah Easton are the only 
Ones known to have done so. 

DRAPER CHARTER. 

A ~ubsequent charter was granted, 
June 17, 1764, to other parties under 
the name of Draper. The town was 
never organized under that chart~r, but 
the conflicting claims of the two char
ters greatly retarded its settlement. The 
'Wilmington charter finally prevailed, 
the settlers voting that they were not 
willing that anyhody shonld settle un
der the Draper charter. 

Settlers came in rather slowly; there 
were no roads and they had to find the 
way by marked trees and foot-paths, I' 

and many of the pioneers had to trans
port their provisions on their backs 
from Deerfield, Mass., Hoosic, N. Y. 
and other places. 

A census of the town of Wilming
ton, Cumberland County, N. Y. was 
taken by order of T.ord Dunmore, the 
Governor of New York in 1771, by 
Thomas Cutler, Deputy Sheriff. The 
names of heads of fltnilies were: 

Leonard Mayo, Micha Griffin, 

Samuel Derby, Elijah Alvord, 

Ebenezer Davis, John Davis, 

Asa Davis, Joseph Marsh, 

John Davis, 2d, Thomas Crow fort, 

Jonathan Rodgers, Nathan Davis, 

David Davis, Zephaniah Swift. 

The number of inhabitants was 71. 

The first child born in tOwn, Janua
ry 20, 1771, Zephaniah, son of Chip
man Swift. 

VerymallY of the early settlers were 
from Massachusetts and Connecticut 
and were men of pat.ri.:>tism, nerve and 
(,Dterprise. Those who are known to 
have been 

REVOLUTlOARY SOLDIERS: 

COL WlIf, WILLIAMS, who had the 
command of a detachment of Wind
ham County troops at the BatHe of 
Bennington, and IS mentiened in Gen
eral Stark's official report as being with 
him. 

Capt. Judah 1\1oore: 

Capt. Jonas Haynes: 

Jonathan Johnson: 

Ephraim Titus: 

J esse Fitch: 

Jonathan Childs: 

Stepllen Forbes: 

Medad Smith: 

Barni Win~: 

Benjamin l\'Jetcalf: 


Jesse Swift: 


Slme(ln Chandler: 
 • 
Jesse Mooseman: 


Jonah Lincoln: 


William Haskell: 


Levi Packard: 


James Smith: 


Israel Lawson: 


Samuel Buel: 


Jedediah Bltssett: 


John Marks: 


Jonathan Witt: 


Samuel Thompson: 


J05eph Nye. 


Jan. 12, 1778, an order was issued 
by the Council of Safety to Captain 
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Samuel, Robinson, Overseer of Tories 
to detach ten effective men under his 
command with proper officers to take 
charge of and march them in two dis
tinct files from Bennington through 
the Green Mountains to Colonel 
William 1Villiam,,' dwelling house 

in Draper, alias. WilmingtoD, within 
this State, who are to march and tread 
the snow in sd. road a suitable width for 
a sleigh or sleighs with a span of horses 
on each sleigh; and order them tl) re
turn marching' in the same manner 
with all convenient speed, ordered to 
take three days provision to each of 
such men, the same to be cooked this 
day, and to march at six o'clock to-mor
rowmorniug. Signed by Jonas Fay, 
Vice President." 

"Oct. 24tli, 1778, a resolve was pas
sed by the General Assembly to make 
a rQad from Wilniington to Benning
ton. 

The firat town-meeting on record, 
was 'held Itt the house of Elijah Al
vord. 

Jan. 19, 1778, Caleb Alvord was 
the first town clerk. 

., Too first vote taken was •'to contin
" 	 ue Mr. Chapin to preach with us,"

This vote was characteristic of the 
people,' from that time to th~ present, 
tbey baving all the time supported one 
to foor ministers. 

"March 2d, 1778, Chose Capt John 
Gibbs. Phineas Smith, Samuel Mur
dock Elihue Bascom, and Lieut. Elea
zer Bridgeman. Committee of Safety. ,. 

At a meeting held, Sept. 1, 1768, 
"Voted to send for a minister to preach 
with us on probation. Chose Capt.•To
siahLocke, Capt. Chipman Swift and 
Edward FosteJ;, Committee to look 
out for a minister." 

Feb. 8, 1779, "Voted to dissolvtl the 
union between this State and sixtee:.. 
towns on the east side of the Connect
icut River ," which they haa formerly 
vcted to accept. 

The first freeman's meeting on J'e~ 

cord was held July 7, 1778, "Chose 
W m. Millcr to attend thc election at 
Guilford as delegate. 

"Sept.Jst 1778, Chose Elijah Al
vord, representative to attend the Gen
eral Assembly. 

March 30,1780, the town "Voted 
that John Rugg shall pay into the 
treasury the money and deliver the 
note he took of Capt.•Josiah Lock fOT 

Phineas Fairbanks' place, when the 
committee of the court of confiscation 
calls for it." 

"Voted that we will raise our sold
iers for the future by a rate on the 
town The quota of the town of pro
visions as ordered by the General As
sembly to be provided for the troops 
employed in the service of this State 
for the year 178Q was 2338 lbs. of 
flour, 779Ibs. of beef. 389 lila. of salt 
pork, 48 bm,hels of Tndian corn, and 
24 bushels of rye." 

Nov. 29, 1780, the town 1 'Voted to 
raise two hundred and fifty hard dol
lars to procure our part of a maga
zine of provisions for this State."
They also voted the same year to raise 
£3000 for the highways, to be paid at 
£ 9lbs. per day for work; which shows 
the value of'· paper currency at that 
time. 

It was voted th:s year to build a log
meeting-house in the centre of the 
town, which was done and occupied 
untii the completion of a frame edifice 
near the same spot in 1786. 
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Aug. 31, 1780, they voted to give 

Mr. Packard a call to the work qf the 
Gospel ministry. Then voted to give 
him £ 100 for a settlement among us 

103 YEARS 

and died in 1857. She often described 
the men of this vicinity, hearing the fir
ing at Bennington, hurrying past her 

to be paid if in time of war with beef house with old swords, pitch-forks aDd 
at £ 1 4s. per hundreQ, or wheat at 5 8. pikes, while she laughed at them, say
per bushel, or rye at 3 8. and sixpence; iug," It would take better arms to fight 
Indian Ct->rn at 3 s. per bushel. If in 
time of peace, Beef at one pounrl per 

~ 	 hundred, wheat at four shillings and 
sixpence per bnshel. rye at three shilt 
lings per bushel, Indian corn two shil
lings and sixpence per bushel-to be 
paId, one half at his ordination and 

~ the other half one year afterwards"· 
Then "Voted to give Mr. Packard 

for bis salary, £ 30 for the fint year, 
arid to raise £ 5 a year until it. comes to 
£ 65 a year, and to give him this sala
ry so long as he remains Our regular 
minister. which offer Mr. Packard ac
cepted as will be seen hereafter. 

OTHER PROMINENT SETTLERS. 

Among the early settlers also whose 
names appear often OIl the records as 
town officers and were prominent citi
zeus, were: 

Gad Alvord, Andrew Haskell: 

Adnah Bangs, Josiah Flagg: 

Silas Axtell, John Rugg: 

Rodgflr'Burchard. 

Mr Burchard was the first merchant 
m town: 

John Marks, the first surveyor: 

Capt. Diekenson, tavern-keeper: 

Jesse Marks, who was at last frozen 
to death by guiding a man bv marked 
trees through the woods one cold win
ter day: 

And, Oliver Wilder: His wife, 
Mary Marks 'Vilder, who was a, very 
competent woman, lived to the great 
age of 

with British regulars !" 
The men of those times were hardy, 

resolute and persevering; and the wo
men were fully their equals, helping to 
till the soil and tend the stock whenev
er necessary. 	 The wives of Ephraim 
Titns and Joseph Nye who were neigh
bors are said to have carried on their, 
farms while their husbanrls were away 
fighting for independence. 

An annecdQte is told of Mrs. Titus, 
which shows .the spirit of those days: 
1\ir. Nye at the house of Mrs. Titus 
was hO&'lting that no man in town could 
throw him. She sat weaving at her 
oom till tired of hearing him bragg, 
she left her seat and seizing him by the 
collar threw him upon the floor, t.elling 
him that if there was no man in town 
could throw him, there was one woman 
who had done it:' 

lIar. 15, 1790 the town "Voted that 
Matthew Long, Amos Fox and Mor
ris Doty receive on the town rates, salts 
of lye at tWO pence per Ih. sheep at one 
penny and a farthing per lb. butter and 
flax at sIXpence a lb. thus showing 
what articles were used for currency 
then. 

IN THE WAR O}<' 1812, 

men were called for by deta9hments, 
volunteers and drafts to' go north to, 
defend the Canadlt lines. The town 
voted to pay thl) selectmen for provid
ing provis10ns, camp-utensils, baggage' 
wagon, &c. for the aetached militia, 
8ept. 12, 1820, which is all the vote on 

'" 
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record in regard to that war. The men In July 1822, a tornado, commenc
known to have gone to that war: ing in thp. south-west" passing towards 

the north-east, struck first the earth 
where 	 the village now is, unro()fin~ 

James 	Smith, Goodwin Lincoln: 

William Wilder, Ethan Smith: 
. ~ th(' house of old Mr. Allis. then pro-

Oliver ~Wilder Abljah Petree. I d' b t h If '1 th·cee mg a ou a amI e up 6 rlver 
Barney Hustings, .lames Harwood:, took the ruof from the dwelling-house 

Gates Doty, Seth Hubbard: 
Julius Alvord. )loses Cummings: 
Samuel Fox. Chester Packard: 

' H k' II J~ h H'IILeWlS as e, 0 n I: 
. , 	 ' 

'of Jonah Lincoln and completely de- ii
i'€! ....molishing two of his barns, destroyed ...... 

his orchard and crops; struck a pIece 
~ 

of woods a quarter of a mile beyond, \ 
prostrating the trees on several acres ~~ 

BenJamlIl Parmelee, Robert F.arrIll: l'k b f th th 'ffI e grass e ore e scy e, paSSltlg 0 

Daniel Snow, Joseph Snow, ,over the hills levellinu tl'ees fellces and 
I 	 <:> , fThey generally had an easy time; crops for several miles, leaving a path 

saw but little of tbe hardship of war 
and all returned safely to their homes', 

A THU~DER STORM IN WILMINGTON. 
(From 	"The Brattleboro ReporteI':') 
On the 15th Inst, (Oct. 27, 1818.) 

we had a terrible storm of wind and 
rain attended with flashes of lightning 
and peals of thunder that might appal 
the stoutest heart. Several buildings 
were strINk by lightning, but with little 
damage except a large barn of Lemuel 
Ball, filled with the products of his in
dustry the past season whioh was con
sumed to ashes. Two lads were milk
ing in the barn: his SOil and a relative 
who lived with him.-about 16 years 
of age, who with the cow he was milk
ing 'Was struck dead. Mr. Ball's SOll, 

though struck down was not so l'Itunned 
. ~ 

but that he effected hiS escape before 
'd h' ad' r'the flames seu:e upon 1m n ca 1'1-. 	 , 

;J t' f J of th f te~ (f h'etl .1e 	 aw u news e a , IS 
, t h' f: th B 11 fl w tcompamon 0 IS a er. a e ~ 0 

the barn, but tbe Hames enveloped it, 
'h ld t h ThSll fieree, e cou no approac. e 

body was not rescued until almost de
str,)yed, The charred remains were 
interred Oil the 17th when an affecting 

d' .-l I' red to a la~r a d'Iscourse was ue Ive ge u 1

II'S f 0 J bence by Rav. H 0 IS ampsoll r m 0 
' I .V 6 t 	 9 me uSlve. , 0 

of destruction even now visible. tANNEXATION, 
~. 

In the fall of 1858, a part of the tmvn ~ 
of Somerset was annexed to this town 1 
four miles long and two miles wide J 

containing about 100 inhabitants. The 
same territory was set off and annex i 

6 
ed to Dover in the fall uf 1869, caused --", 

a decrease in the census from 1860 to 

1870. ~ 

POPULA.TION. i 
In 1771, 71: 1791, 645: I 
" ] 800, 1011: 1810, 1193; 

I 
~ 

" 1820, 1369: 1830, 1369: \ 
.. 1840, 1296: 1850, 1372: 

" 1860, 1424: 1870,1250: 

At th~ breaking out of 


THE GREAT REBEU.ION, 	 j 
.. 

our CltlZens were very much aroused Iand SWiftly arose to arms III defense 
of the nation. Meetings were called, 

speeehes were made, aud many of the 
bf'st young men volunteered and went 

to the w~r; otheI's who could not well 
leave their homes furnished ~ubstitutes, 
and the town voted ani! paid generous 
bounties to encourage enlistments. The

• 

whole commumty, men and women ex
~ ~Ierted themselves to sustain the govern

~ 
.'..; 

,> 

.. 	
) 

f 
f 

i 
I 
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m~nt. ann help our soldiers to bear t.he 

fatigues and hardghips of war, and very 

many barrels and boxes of clClthing. 

beoding and hospital stores were sent 

to the Sanitary Commission by the la

dips who devoted much timtl and mon

ey to the cause. 


The following are the. names of an 
~ the volunteers who went from this town r 	 and substitutes as fat as known, as re

ported by the Adj. & Ins. Gen'l. They 
were generally men of sterling worth, 
who went from principle, not as hire
lings. Some died in camps and hospi
tals, some were taken prisonenl ; but 
the majority of them returned to their 
homes to r~ceive the well· earned praise 
of their friends, and the gratitude of 
the whole community. 

VOI.UNTEERS I"OR THREE YEARS: 

r-

Allard, Albert A. Co. I, 4th Reg: 


Bassett, James]\L Co. E, 11th Reg: . 

Bellows, Nelson, Co. E, 11th Reg: 

Bowker, Fay L. Co. C, 2d Reg: 

Bowker, Charles S. Co. I, 4th Reg: 

Burt, Amasa W. Jr~ Co. I, 4th Reg: 

Childs, Brainard F. Band, 2d Reg: 

Cooley, George C. Co. I. 4th Reg: 

Cummings, Chas. W Co..1, 4th Reg: 

Cummings, Leonard N. Co, I, 4th Reg: 

Cutting, Daniel F. Co. E, 11th Reg: 

Davis, Arthur C. Co. H,.8th Reg: 

Dennison, L. A. Co. E, 11th Reg:, 

Dibble, David, Co. I ,4th Reg. killed 
at Lee's Mills, Apr. 16, '62: 

Dickinson, James R. Co. Ellth Reg. 
killed at Peters1:>urgh, June 23, '64: 

Dicks, JohnF. Co. E, 11th Reg: 

Edson, Joseph 1\1:. Co. I, 4th Reg: 

Estabrook, Henry O. Co. I, 4th Reg: 

Farnham, John H. Co. I, 4th Reg. 
died, Feb. 1, '62: 

Farnham,' George 'V. wOllnded se
verely at Cold Harbor: 

Fox, JHartin L. Co. L, 2(' Reg: 

Fux, Moses D. Co. E, nth Reg: 

French, George W. Co. I, 4th Reg: 

Gates.'Solomon, Co. H. 8th Reg: 

Grimeti, George H. Co. I, 4th Reg: 

Handy, 1\'1ilton C. Co. I, 4th Reg,
died, Feb. 16, '62:. 

Harris, Rollin E. Co. E, 11th Reg: 


Harvey, George O. Co. E, 11th Reg: 


Haynes, Newen F. Co. H, 8th Reg: 


Lamb, Lewis H. Co. I, 8th Reg, kill
ed at Cedar Creek, Oct. 19,'64 : 

Mann, 'Varren W. Co. K, 9th Re!l': 

Matthews, Wm. K. Co. I, 4th Reg: 

May, 'Varren E. Co.F, Cavlllry: 

Patridge, Cyrus, Co. F, 9th H.eg. died 
Dec. 9, '62 : 

Powers, lVIic1uel, Co. I, 4th 

Ray, .Frances E. Co. E, 11th Reg; 

Rice, George A. Co. C, 2d Reg. kill
ed at Frederick'sburg, May 3, '63 : 

Rir;e, Cyren O. Co. H, 9th Reg. died: 

Richardson, Thomas, Co. I, 8th Reg: 

~ussel1, Willard, Co. E, 11 tll Reg: 

Searls l Henry D. Co. I, 4th Reg: 

Sears, John C. Capt. Co. E, 11th Reg: 

Shippee, James H. Co. H, 11th Re~: 

Smith, SylvestHr P. Co. E, 11th Reg: 
" Smith Walter W. S. S. Co. H 2d Reg: 


Stone, Clllrke P. Co. F, Cavalry: 


Stone, Jason A. Co. F, Cavalry: 


Stone, Mason A. Co. F, Cavalry: 


Stowe, Henry J. Co. H, 8th Reg: 


Sullivan, Timothy, Co. I, 8th Reg. 


Tooley, John H. Co. I, 4th Reg: 


Ware, Henry C. Co. E, 11th Reg: 


Ware, Jonas F. Co. E, 11th Reg: 


Ware, Loami A, Co. F, Cavalry: 
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Willis, Charles, Co. I, 4th Reg: 
 Henry F. DL'!:, Captain: 


Adams, Lucius, C. Co. H, 9th Reg : 
 Cyren B. Lauton, Lieut. died of )
wounds received at GettYlSburg:Allard, Edwin R. Co. F, 17th Regi

ment; killed: Charles E. Haskell, Sergt: 


Boyd, Charles E. Co F, 17th Regi-
 George Rose, Sergeant: 
ment; killed: Hardy F. Barber, Corporal: 

Brown, Wm. H. Co. K, 3d Reg: David S. Ballou, Corp, wounded ~ 
Clifford, Francis E. J. Co G, 5th Reg: at Gettysburg: 

Coburn, George A. Co. !", 9th Reg: 
 Elliot Adams, Corporal: 

Converse, Asa E. Co. :F, 9th Reg: 
 Allard, Edwin R: . 

Crawford, George, Co. E, 9th Vt: 
 Allen, Albert, died, .Tan. 14, '63: 

Davis, Oliver, Co. F, 3d Vt. died: 
 Ballou, Wm. M: 

Dodge, George F. Co. F, 8th Vt: 
 Bemis Charles C: 

}<'landers, Lutber, Co. E, 9th Vt: 
 Bugbee, Alfred S: 

Fox, Charles F. Co. F, 8th Vt: 
 Chandler, Dana P. died, July, ~, 

Ingerson, John W. Co. E, 9th Vt: 115, '63, of wounds received at Gettys

J ohn"on, Albert M. Co. F. 17th Vt: 'burg: 

Peck, Wm. II. Co. C, 4th Vt. Prison-I 
er of war: 


Shippee, Lander E. Co. A. 2d Vt: 


Voice, Andrew J. Co. A, 2d Vt: 


Walker, Hpnry W. Co. F, 17th Vt: 


Wing, Stephen B. Co. E, 9th Vt: 


Bordo, Julius, Co. 1:<\ 8th Vt: 


Clapper, Jacob, Co. F, 8th Vt: 


Deo, ,Toseph Zed, Co. F, ~th Vt: 


Gl'ay, Myron, Co. F. 8th Vt~ 


Howell, Frank A. Co. I. 4th Vt: 


Leonard, Charles P. Co. G, 4th Vt. 

prisoner: 


Pik~. Ahaz, P. Co. I, 4th Vt: 


Pike, Andrew J. Co. I, 4th Vt: 


Pike, Otis H. Co. I, 4th Vt: 


, White, Stephen M. Co. F, 8th Vt. 

VOL1:NTEERS l<'OR NINE MO~THS, 

all in Company F. 16th Rf.'giment, and 

mustered into service, Oct. 23, 1862. 

They were at the Battle of Gettysburg 

and distinguished themselves for their 

gallantry and courage. 


Childs, A!'eph P: 

Converse, Asa E : 

Crosier, Albert I: 

Cudworth, Hartland P: 

Davenport, George W: 

Estabrook, Samuel S: 

Estabrook, Sidney: 

Haskell, Ephraim: 

Haskell, Newland ]\.1: 

Holland ,Tohn M: 

Hubbard, Linus G : 

Johnson, Albert M: 

Itussell, ChancIer M: 

Stearns, Francis W: 

Titus, Elmer J : 

Watson, Austin, H. R: 
Welch, John: 

'Wellman, Henry A: 

Whiting, .Danforth J .. 

VOLCNTEERS J<'OR ONE YEAR: 

Lucius Y. Swan: 


Chandler 1<'. Wellman. 




WILMINGTON. 

Thus eude-th the record of the sold
iers of the Rebellion They hl:J.ve re
snmed their various pursuits and, are 
among our best citizens. 

AGRICULTUltJ;:. 

The farmers of ,\Vilmington have 
for the last thirty years given much at
tention to the improvement of neat cat-

r-
He; imp.orting and ~urchasing th; be~t 
breed of Durham sort-horns, rhelr 

idences all over town. White houses 
with green blinds prevail, surrounded 
with green lawns, dotted with roses, 
vines and flowers; while the men have 
their mowing-machine, horse-rake, 
fancy potatoes, Norway oats, AlE'ike 
clover and swarms of bees. 

WILMINGTON VILLAGE. 

The preser.t village is built upon each 
side of the east branch of the Deer

motto has been to get the best that field River at the confluence of Beaver 
could he found without regard to price: Brook about half a mile west of the 
till the,town has ~ecome well-know~ Icentre'of the town. It hasagfJod wa
and qUlte famous for large and beautl- ter-power which was first occupied by 
ful oxen, cows and other cattle; so that David Winslow for a grist and saw
buyers of nice stock come here to pur

chase. 
WIL::I:IINGTON AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY 

was formed about 1858. They hold an
nnal fairs and cattle "hows and have 
been very successful, a great :pecunia

mill, about 1795. In 1831, the stage 

road from Brattleboro to Bennington 
was complet,ed through this valley.
The town-house, hotel and two stores 
were built the same year, and most of 
the town was removed from the old 

ry advantage and pleasant, social, au- Centre, which as the custom of the first 
tllmnai festival which is thought much settlers was built on the top of a high 
of. hill. Since that tim'" th" Village has 

Among the men who have greatly grown quite rapidly. It was incorpor
improved the stock are: 

David Rugg, Alanson Parmelee: 

Russell Fitch, Israel Lautoll: 

B. L. Barnr.rd, Daniel Cusnman : 

C. T .. Alvord, E. T. Butterfield: 

Ruel Smith, D. J. Parmeter. 

Chauncey Smith, Chas. W. Bissell. 

Hors~s and sheel' are only ordina
ry. Every famer has his good, strong 
horse to take his family out to church. 
The ladies bring to the fairs their nice, 
wbit<l flannel and frocking, fine wool
len stockings and beautiful stockmg
yarn, . which they have manufactured 
from th~ir own sheep. 

Indeed, the farmers are celebrated 
for every thing that goes to make up a 
pleasltnt home. There are beautiful res

atedin 1855. It now contains four neat 
and commodiou& churches,-a Congre
gationlist, Baptist, Universalist and 
Methodist, a town-l:mll, a large school
house; about 80 dwelliug-houses with 
about 400 inhabitauts; has quite an 
extensive grist and fiouring-mill, and a 
large lumber-mill; a Jgood sized hotel, 
4 stores, one clothing-store; a market, 
a victualing-house j marble-works, a 
carriage-shop, harness-shop, 2 black
smithshops with several other business 
places: 3 lawyers offices, and a sav
ings·bank. 

The pla~e is easy of a<:cess from the 
adjoining towns by good roads, and 
has daily mails east and west j has be
come a business centre for the south· 
west part of the County. It-is fresh 
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and neatly bum and presents an attrac
tive appearance, surrourlded by green 
hills and shaded by beautiful maples. 

A rail-road was chartered from Brat
tleboro to Bennington, Nov. 1869; 

TOWN REPR,ESENTATIVES. 

Elijah Alvord, 1778: 


William Williams, 1779: 


Chipman Swift, 1785, '99: 


Timothy Castle, 1796, 7, 8: 1803: 


Jesse Swift 1800: 


Israel Lauten, 1801, 2: 


Jairuf; Hall. 1804 '52: 


Ephraim Tyler, 1826, '27: 


Lan"ey Forbes, 1828, '29: 


David Rugg, 1830, '31 : 


AlansQn Parmelee, 1833, 4: 


Charles K. Field, 1835, 6, 7: 


Azor Smith, 1838, 9: 


Henry Estabrook, 1841: 


F. 	L. Stanley, 1843: 

S. 	P, Flagg, 1848, 49, 61, 62: 

0: 	L. Shafter, i853: 

J. 	H. Dix. 1854: 

F. 	M. Crosby, 1855, 56: 

E. 	T. Butterfield, 1857: 

B. 	 L. Barnard, 1859. 60: 

J. 1\1. Tyler, 1863, 4: 


Henry Whitney, 1865,66; 


E. 	L. Waterman, 1867, 68: 

O. E. Butterfield, 1869: • 

No choice, 32, 40,42,4,5, 6,7,50,1,2. 

STATE SENATORS. 

Ashley Stone. 1852, 3: 

Stephen P. Flagg, 1861 65: 

TOWN CLERKS. 

Caleb Alvord, from 1777 to 79: 

Nathan Foster,,, 1780" Fl6: 

Mattltp.w Long,,, 1787" 90: 

,I 	 Jairus Hall, 1791, to 183i: 

Abner Allard, 1833, to 35 : 

8. 	P. Flagg, 1836 to 68: 

M. 	R. Crosby, 1869. 

PHYSICIANS. 

The first physician who settled in 
town was 

DR. BENJAlIlIN MORGAN 	 : 

who practiced here for .several years, 
and then, ahout 1810, removed West. 

DR. URIEL BESTOR 

came next after Dr. Morgan and set
tled here to practice. He died here in 
182.0. 

DR. DANA HYDE 

succeeded Dr. Restor and remained a 
few years and left. 

DR. 	JOHN PULSIFER 

came here next to reside and had a 
successful practice until 1838, when he 
removed to Illinois. 

DR. ORSON ]<'LAGG, 

an enterising young man, studied with 
Dr. Pulsifer and afterwards opened 'an 
office in town and Won a good reputa
tion, but died in 1827. 

DR.G, B.ARMINGTON 

took the place of Dr. Flagg for a few 
years and then removed to Pittsford. 

DR. ABNER ALLARD 

practiced several years and died in 
1839. 

DR. HORACE SMITH 

then came, doing a fine business for 
about 15 years. when he removed to 
Bennington where he now resides. 

Dr.A.L.PETTEE 

was his successor and is now practic
ing here. 

DR. EDWIN HAYNES 
J 
practiced medicine and dentistry in 
town abont 10 years; died in 1866. 
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DR. J. H. TALllOT 

came here in 1857; gained quite' a rep
l.ltation and removed to Cambridge, 
:Mass. in 1866. 

DR. J;'. J. SWIFT. 

a studious young lUan t,as recently op
ened an office here and is doing a good 
bnsiness. 

LAWYERS. 

The first lawyer in town was Levi 
Field, who died in 1820. 

CHARLES K. FIELD 

came here about 1829. He was an ac
tive business man and ll.Bsisted much in 
building up the VilIage, and promoted 
the prosperity of the town. He left in 
18a8 and now resides in Brattleooro. 

OSOAR I.. SHAFTER 

(Jommenced the practice of law here in 
'18a7; gained an extensive reputation 
and rcmoved to California in 185,1, 
where he has arisen to ,Tlldge of the 
Supreme Court. [For Shafter see his
tory of A thells.] 

.s. P. J;'LAGG
• 

'Commenced the practice of law here in 
1843, and continued in the profession 
until his death in 1868. 

F. M. CROSBY 

was1\ir. Flagg's partner a few years, 
and then removerl to 1\iinne"ota. 

.T. l\L TYLER 

was afterwards Mr. Flagg's partner 
until he moved to Brattleboro, 1864, 
and is now [1870J in company with C. 
K. Field in that town. 

E. T,. WATERMAN 

was the next partner of ]1:r. 
who came here in 1866, and 
1870. 

c. N. DAVENPORT 

studied law with O. L. Shafter, and 
when he left for California, Mr. Dav-

Flagg, I THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

left in 

enport took his Offitle and practiced very 
successfully about ten years when he 
removed to Brattleboro, where he ie 
now doing business. 

The present lawyers are: 

U. E. Butterfield. Esq. 

S. T. Davenport, ,Esq. 

G. W. Davenport, Esq, 

Quite a large numb'~r of young law
yers have studied in this place and be
come well known all ov~r the country. 

ECCLESIASTICAL. 

The first vote recorded in town was 
to hire Mr. Chapin, a COllf;l'egationlist 
mi'nister, to preach to them. The Con
gregational was tll':! only mode of WOI'

ship in town for quite a number of 
years. 

Their first meeting-house was a 
log one; their next was a large square 
framed one on the top of a high hill 
near the centre of the town; unpaint
ed, .without a steeple; but with great, 
family-pews and a curious sounding
board over the pulpit. There were no 
carpets, no cushions, no place for a fire, 
and yet from Sabbath to Sabbath, peo
ple came flocking here from all parts 
of the town. They never thought of 
being cold, though the mercury was 
below zero; they never complained; 
of the heat, the sunpoUl'€Jd its scorch
ing rays all day long into the unblind
ed windows; rain or wind never dis
turbed the even tenor of their souls, 
while they listened to the preat;hed 
word and treasured it up in good and 
honest hearts. 

was first formed here, Aug. 16, 1780, 
by Rev Henry Williams and Rev. 
Gershom Lyman, the minister of Marl
boro. The church consisted of seven 
members. 
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May 31, 1780 they gave Rev. Wins-! 
low Pack!l.rd an invitation to become 
their minister which he accepted and 
was soon after ordained. Being the 
first settled minister, h'e was ):iyen the 
minister right of land; part of it was 
in the centre and part of it in the N. E. 
purl of the town. He was much 10ved 
and cf)nfided in and the church in
creased under his ministry; but it was 
of short duration: he died, October 
12,1867. 

S· th t' th • h d·mce a tune ey uftve a many 
different pastors settled over them j 

mostly good and true men who com-

REV., MR. SNOW, 
was the first pastor; but be remained 
only a few montns. 

LINUS AUSTIN 

was licenced to preacp by the church 
in June 1807, and preached as stated 
supply 3 years. He also supplied the 

_J 

pulpit in 1815, 16. 

REY. ELI BALL 

was ordained and Rettled as paRtOr in 
in September 1811. He left after twQ 

years service. 

REV. MANSFIELD BR"CCE, 

who had occasionly preached as sup
manded resped aDd exerted not only i ply in 1819, wa" settled ftS p:u;tor. re
{tn excellent influence in the church, imaining as such until his death, Fehru
hut in the community. •ary 1843. 

~ th S . t d I REY. M. D. MILLER 
In 183 I, e oCle y erecte a neat 

modern chmch in the Villlt"e which Ibeeame pastor in March 1843 and was. 
they have since occupied. They have Idismissed in July 1848. 
no settled minister now, Rev. E. E. 
HerriC'k, a very worthy, intelligent 
gentleman. the last, removed to Ran
dolph, June 1870. 

Rev. Mr. Emmerson here previous, 
removed to Lynn, Mass. 

Rev. Mr. Perry next before Mr. E. 
who removed to Cambridge, Mass. and 
so on. The church is now in a prosper
ous condition, 82 memhers, 15, hav
ing been added during the revival the 
past season. 

BA.PTIST CHURCH. 

BY MRS. A. W. GOODNOW. 

-.. REV. A. CASE 

was settled in February 1849, and re
mained 2 years. 

REV. lIf. BALL• 
was called to the pasturate" in Septem
ber 1851, and was dismissed in Au

gust] 853. 


REV, W. TILLINGHAST 

" was settled in March 1854, and re
mained 3 Yf'ars. 

REV. c. SMITJt 


commenced his pastorate 
\ 

in the au
tumn of 1857, and terminated it in 

IJ 1 18-9 
I u Y D•• 
'I REV. A. W. GOODNOW, 

The Baptist Chmch in Wilmington,. presellt pastor L1870~, was settled in 
was organized, Sept. 1, 1806 j the con- I April 1860. 
stitnted members having previously \1- The Church has had nine pastors j 

nited with the Baptist Church in Som- ordained two of its members as min
erset. iaters. and licenced four to preach; and 

The same day, Na~han Flagg and two after removing to other plac~s be
Jeremiah Parmalee were ordained as came preachers. It has had in all about 
deacons. 450 members of whom nearly 300 uni

I 
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ted by baptism. It has had 16 dea- one half of the time here and one 
cons, and built tw6 houses of worship. half at 'Vhitingham where he resided 
Its present number of members is 120, for 7 years. 
32 of whom have recently united with In 1835, the present church was e-
the church, rected. 

THE METHODIST CHURCH. REV. J. W. BAILEY 
BY REV. J. H. GAYLORD., was settled here as pastor in 1843 and 

The first class was formed in this hired to preach the whol~ time, and a 

place in 1814, being connected with church of some 30 members was or~ 
ganized. Mr. Bailey labored with zeal Leyden circuit. Wilmington with sev

eralof the adjoining towns Wi:\,S organ and good success for 7 years when lIe 

ized into a circuit in 1833. removed .to 'Vestern New York, and 

The present number of members is I REV. ORIN PERKINS 
76, and in addition 25 on probation or Isucceeded t(\ him, who preached for 
six months trial, the fruit of the revi-' 3 yes,rs;and after him, 
val, this season. 

THE UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY 

was first formed here by 

REV. HOLLIS SAJI{PSON, 

REV. J. CLIFFORD 

was settled here as, pa~tor until 1857 , 
when the present pastor, 

REN. H. Ii'. BAl.LOU, 

who was formerly pastor of the Con- I removed his family here and took the 
gregational church in this town, 3t the charge of the parish w~ich he haS held 
time he renounced the orthodox creed; for the last 13 years. 
about 1818. Nearly half of his con
gatlOn embraced his views and formed 
the nucleu:,. of the present society, or

ganized in 1820, about which time, 
Mr. Sampson left town, and 

REV. HUBBARD WINCHESTER 

was employed to preach and was 
darned here; and after him, 

REV. J. C. NEWEL 
preached here for a' year or two; and 
then 

REV. S. P. SKINNER, 

was employed for several years; next 
after whom was 

REV. W1\[. S. BALLOU, 

who preached with the society until 
18R3, whcn 

REV. HOSEA F. BAJ~I.OU, 

The number of the church is be
tween 40 and 50, about half the size 
of the society,-12 new members. 

Each Rociety has a modern church-
edifice in good condition, nicely carpet

ed and cushioned, with interesting Sab
Or- I bath schools and Bible-classes and 

good libraries; a nice melodeon and 
fine choir. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

REV. WINSLOW PACKARD 

was born in Bridgewater, Mass. 1750; 
graduated at Amherst College in 1775; 
married Abigail, daughter of Judah 
Moore, one of the first settlers of this 
town, and sister of Pres. Zephaniah S. 
Moore of Amher!'t College. 

Mr. Packard reccived a call to settle 
a son of Hosea Ballou, the founder of as minister of the Gospel, by a vote of 
Universalism in this country, preach- the town, Aug. 31, 1780, which, he ac
ed; commenced his labors, preaching cepted and was soon after ordained as.' 
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the first settled minister of Wilming-I you, which are I understand them as 
ton. , ! follows. (viz) That you agree to give 

MR. PACKARD'S I,ETTER OF ACCEPTANCE. • me one hundrtd Pounds lawful money 

for a stlUlement. One half of to be paid 


( As on the town records) at my ordination, the other half in one 

"Wilmington May ye 31st 1781, year after. That you agree to give me 

KiI}d and beloved Friends for It salary thirty pounds lawful mon-
The invItation which you was ey for the first year,-forty for ye see

pleased to give me last August to set- ond year-fifty for ye third-sixty for 
de with you in the work of ye Gospel ye fourth year, and sixty five for every 
ministry, and the rli:scouraging as well. year after that'I shall continue your 
as encouraging circumstances with Igospel minister. And these sums for 
which it has been and is yet' attended my salary you agree to give (I suppose 
has all from time to time been with from what I can learn from your votes 
wait upon my mind and sometimes al- !mil those that were present when they 
most distracted my thoughts. My duty were passed) upon condition I will for 
for It long time has hung in doubt, and the four first years take lahor at the 
I have been perplexed to know what to Icommon price in ye year 1774 of all 
do. I have I trust sincerely desired those who have a mind to pay their 
that my duty in this important affair rates in labor a,nd will pay them m such 
might be made plain, and that I might time of the year as I shall stand most 
be Cheerfully disposed to do the same: in need of thpir help. You agree that 
and for this end I have endeavored sin- my salary shall begin when I may give 
cerely to 'lpread my case before God: my answer in the affirmative, and you 
and look t.o him for light llnd direction. agree like,,:ise that the aforementioned 
I have endeavored carefully to observe sums for my settlement whenever paid 
all providences that appeared both in be made as good as money was in the 
favor and against it.. 1 have coun~elled year one thousand seven hundred and 
both ministers and friends in order to seventy four, by which I understand 

'obtain their best advice, and from all that you agree whenever you pay y'e 
the light I can obtain I cannot see it forementioned sums or any part of them 
my duty wholly to deny you, , neither that if the same nominal sum or sums 
can I see as it is my duty to accept of will not purchase as much of the nec
your invitation without any excep- eaaries of life as in ye year one thous
tions. I have concluded therefore to, and seven hundred and seventy four, 
accept of your call on conriition a I then ye said snm or sums shall be in
ministerial right shall be laid out by' creased till they will. ;. 

the proprietors at their next meeting If yon vote this as your m'laning, 

and upon condition the right is as good .then I condude to aceeptyour calL

as any impartial men shall think it wishing that the hles8ing of God may 

ought to be, and upon conditions there attend our engagements and that we 

shall (previous to my ordination) be may all our days be a blessing and 

procured a settling lot which shall be comfort to each other. 

agreeable to my mind, and likewise 'WINSLOW PACKARD. 


upon ,~ondition I fully understand. N. B. 

our proposals for my support among I It was voted in open town-meeting, 


• 
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when Mr. Packard gave his answer, I Soon after baptism, he was chosen 
that the conditions of his answ.er was! deacon which office he well filled until 
agreeable to the meaning of the town 
in their answer to him. 

Test. Nathan Foster, Town Clerk. 

He conl,inued to preach wit,h good 
success until his death, Oct. 12, 1784, 
at the age of 34 years. 

~ 

He left two children, a son and dau
ghter, Origin and Clarissa. 

His widow married Rev, E!dmund 
Mills of Sutton, Mass. in 1789, who 
died in 1825. She was again married 
to Rev. Nathaniel Emmons, D. D. of 
Franklin, Mass. in 1831, who died in 
1840. She died, Oct. 24, 1853, at the 
age of ninety-one; after hri!ll"ring up a 
family of four sons and three daugh
ters. Her daughter, Clarissa Packard. 
married Rev. David Holman of Doug
lass, J\.lass. 

REV. J"lAN8FIELD BRUCE, 

BY REV. OIRGEN R!lIITH. 

Mansfield Brnce was born at Graf
ton, Mags. Apt'. 11, 1781. The au
tumn after his birth, his parents, Eli
jah and Abigail Bruce, removed to 
Newfane, The country new, school
ing poor, the circumstances of his par, 
ent.~ comparative poverty, hfs educa
tion while youug was quite limited. 

In December 1804, he sought an in
terest in the Saviour. He united with 
the Congregationlist church of New
ton, Mass. but in 1806, not being sat
isfied with sprinkling for baptism, he 
was baptised by immersion into the 
fellowship of the BaptIst church of 
l\:larlboro nnd Newfane. 

He was married to Grac~ Goddard, 
Sept, 24, 1805. They had 9 children. 
She still survives, (1870)heing 86 Y1's. 
old. 

September 1809 when he was set apart 
by solemn ordination as an evangelist, 
but soon became pastor of the eamtl 
church; and yet went "everywhere" 
preaching the Gospel to the destitute, 
aiding pastors in their arduons work, 
the sign of God's approhation follow
;ng wherever he went. 

In 1813, he supplied the Bapti;.:t 
church m Wilmington One half of the 
time, and in 1819 became pastor of the 
same church until his death, FC'b'y 5, 
1843, in his 63d year. He supplied 
his desk until the last three weeks be. 
fore he died. His pastorate of almost 
24 years was one of success and great 
usefulness. 

, 
As he spent the whole period of his 

ministry of 35 years in this vicinity 
he had, beco,ne qnite a patriarch among 
the Baptists in this part of the State. His 
counsel was more sought than that of 
any other Baptist pastor in Windham 
County-for the last years of his life. 
His death was a triumph of that faith 
in the Gospel he had so long preached. 

Elder Bruce was an able, sound and 
energetic preacher. He spoke with 
great clearness and power, relying on 
the arm of the Lord to sustain him.
He was faithful in his charge, unspot
ted in his life, and beloved by his flock. 
He was much esteemed as a man, as a 
CIll'istian, and as an able minister of 
the Gospel. 

Dnring his ministry he preached 6000 
sermons, be<:lides many lectures on tem
perance, moral reform and anti-slave
ry. He visited the sick far and 11ear. 
He married 101 couples; baptized 403 
persons, and traveled 70.0(10 miles. He 
was always punctual to his appoint 
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ments: rain or shi[)e, wind or snow did 
not keep him at home. 

H" was a man of intelligence and 
blessecl with great natural abilitIes, but 
had not while young the means to ac
quire an education. After he entered 
the ministry, he studied very hard and 
probably laid the foundation of the 
disease, hydrocephalas. which termina
ted his earthly career. 

He was very industrious and econo
mical; whatever he undertook, he <lid 
with his might, so, though his salary 
was small, not more than half snpport
ing his family, he managed to get a 
good, comfortable living. 

MR. ORIGIN PACKARD, 

BY MRS. V. FOBES. 

Origen Packard was born, Nov. 30, 
1782. His father, Winslow Packard, 
was the first settled minister of this 
toW[). Origen was two years old when 
his father died. His mother married 
Rev. Mr. Mills of Sntton, Mass. a few 
years after and he went to Sutton to 
reside. He was educat.ed at Leicester 
Academy under the instruction of his 
uncle Zephaniah S. Nloore, afterwards 
President of Williamstown College, 
still later, first President of ~~mherst 
College. Origen was quick, easy to 

learn. and made rapid progress in his 
studies. He often spent his vacatIOns in 
Wilmington, having a great partiality 
for his native place. In the winter of 
1798, he started the first Lyceum in 
town, when he was 16 years old, and 
the same winter opened a free grammar 
school, even giving the wood for the 
fire, which was largely attended, some 
coming from neighboring towns.
Judge Roberts, late of Townshend, 
then of Whitingham, once :o>aid to Mr. 
Packard: "All that I am, all that I 
ever shall be I owe to you j for it 

was you who first gave me the desire 
to be educated, and pointed the way to 
knowledge." Previous to that time, 
Wilmington had been obliged to get 
teachers for common schools from a
broad j after that they could Bupply 
other towns. 

Soon after Mr. Packard graduated, 
he went to N "w Haven, Ct. and in the ..... 
year 1807, married Azubah Smith, a 
young lady of great intelligence and 
refinement. They settled in Douglass, 
Mass. where he engaged in the mer(,,an
tile business j but not having a taste fo~ 
it, he sold out and removed to Wil
mington and settled on the "minister
l'lt" which was given to his father in 
the northeast part of the t?wn, where 
they bronght up a family of four dau
ghters and one son. 

He was always fond of teaching and 
continued to do so till he was over 50 

-...years old, and w hen not teaching was. 
ever ready to give freely any mstruc
tion to any young men seeking for 
knowledge. . He was. a man of good 
talents and original mind. 

In the winter of 1816 and 17, he be
came very much interested in the sub
ject of religion, and studied upon it 
and the f3ible until he adopted a sys
tem of faith of his own which became 
quite popular, quite a number joining 
with him in belief who were called 
"Packardites." They believed that the 
Bible was written by inspiration and 
should be u[)derst(lod wholly spiritual

'\ 

ly, that all Christians should be united 
and not divided into sects. Finding 
that they were only building another 
sect., they disc.mtinued their meetings, 
each one attending church where it 
seemed most like home, thougb all 

cherishing more or less their distinct

ive views through life in great peace. 
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In 1839, Mr. Packard sold his farm social, genial, and a quiet, Christian 
and removed to Bennington, butre- gentleman. 

tnrned in 1847, and took up his resi- He moved to Brattleboro in 1838
dence with his "on-in-Iaw, Volney 
Forbes, where he and his wife remain
ed until their death, February 1865, 
aged 82 and RO. 

HQ had .often expressed the desire 
that as they had lived together over 
half a century, 'they might die togeth
er. When she died after a short illness, 
he was in usual health, but the day fol
lowing was prostrated by the same dis
ease (pneumonia) and in two days more 
followed her to the Spirit-land. 

He bore his tickness like a true 
Christian; w.bile dying he said "I heard 
a voice ;" and raising his eyes with an 
intense look of gratitude, and pointing 
his finger, he whispered "Mother !"
and passed away: thus died this pea('e
alJle, pure-minded man. 

He spent much of the last12 years 
of his life in study and reflection. He 
delighted in astronomy and investigat
ed the science with much enthusiasm, 
and to quite an extent; but the Bible 
wa~ to him thf Great Book. He studi
ed it through by cOl1rse 17 times in 
the last three years of his life, as he 
said always finding something new and 
elevating. 

"One by One they are passing away, 

Tbe old of our town-to their :final rest." 

HON. JAlRUS HALL. 

Judge Hall was born at New Rraiq
tree, Mass. in 1765; educated at Brown 
University. Providence; came to this 
town about 1790; was town clerk from 
1791 to 1852; town, representative from 
1804 to"1826 ; judge, of the countyconrt 
from 1810 to 1814; justice of the peace 
for a generation. Hc married about 
500 couples; brought up ten children; 
was a man of good sen~e, and abilities, 

and soon after to Bosllon, where be 
died at the age of 84 years. A DIan 
of note and influence in this vicinity 
and well known throughout the county 
and state dming the eaTly part of the 
present century. 

HON. STEPHEN P. FLAGG 

was 10m in Wilmington, Feb. 25. 1806, 
son of Timothy Flagg, one of the ear
ly inha1itants. He was educated at the 
common schools, but was passionate
ly fond of music and devoted to it 
much time and study. WI.ile very 
young he taught singing. schools with 
good success in the:principal towllS of 
Windham, Rennington. Rutland and 
Addison Counties. For more than 40 
years he led the choir I)f the Congre
gationalC hurch in this place. 

. He had a taste for t.he military, at 
21 he was a Lieut. of Cavalry, a regi
ment of militia· formed in the west 
part of Windham County, and was 
soon after promoted succcseively to the 
Adjutancy. Lieut. Colonelcy and Col
ont!lcy of the Regiment, and in 1832 
was commissioned a Brigadier General 
then the youngest officer of his rank 
in the State. 

In 1830, he married IJucinda Brown 
iof this place. She died in 1857, leav
ing him four sons and one dau;;hter.
In 1859 he marrietl, Eunice Chapin of 
Bernardston, Mass. who survived him. 

lIe was selectman in 1833, 3·.1,; town 
agent from 1841 to 64; town treasurer 
from 1849: justice of the peace from 
1833; town clerk from 1836; and 
Treasurer of the ·Wilmington Savings 
Bank; whi(,h four last offices he con
inued to hold until his death. 

21 
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He, was a member of the Constitu
tional Convention, 1856; a lllember 
the Honse in 1848, 49,61. 2; a mem
ber of the Senate in 1864, 5. 

He died, December 23, 1865. 

He was scrupulously exact in the 
discharge of all public duties; no one 
ever questioned his fidplity or integri
ty in the performance of any public 
trust. 

He was a lawyer of considerahle em
inence, whose briefs' and argume.lt~ 

were always regarded with respect by 
the bar and consideration by the court. 

In private life, he was modest and 
unpretending in his mallners, steadfast 
in his friendship, and loved his native 
town and its history, his home and its 

army, and was surrendered with Bur
goyne at Saratoga. The prisoners 
were marched over the Green Mount
ains on their way to Boston. }Iajor 
Morris said when he was passing 
through the woods, he tlwught that he 
did not wish to return to England and 
managed one night to make his escape. 
After wandering several days and be· 
coming tired and hungry, he almost 
wished that he could return to the 
British army, and he set up his cane 
and concluded to take the direction it 
would fall, ,and it fell towards the 
"Regulars." '-That was not fair!" he 
said and tried, it again, leaning- it a lit. 
tIe to the other way, and it fell to 
snit him, so he continued his COUl'flC 

until he ('ame to Wilmington, where 

assoeiations. Ihe sctiled, married, and raised it re-
During his professional life, he had. spcctablc family. 

several young men as partners, and 
was always ready to assist them in the 
commencement of their legal profess
ion. In return they regarded him with 
honor' and affection. 

HON. JOHN H. FLAGG, 

the second son of Hon. Stephen P. 
Flagg was 5 years Clerk of the Vel" 
mont Honse of Representatives; is 
now Executive Clerk of the United 
States Senate at Washington. 

"MAJOR MORRIS." 

Mr. John Morris fitmiliarly known 
as l\ilajor Morris was one of King 
George's "volunteers." He was quite 
fond of telling how he came to thil-l 
eOllntry. He was a tailor in Leeds, 
England, and being out one night on 
a spree, with his friends in the street, 
they were seized by a press gang of 
soldiers and forced on board a trans
port ship, and the next morning were 

. underway for America. Upon his arri
val, he was "enlisted" into Burgoyne's 

WILD ANIMAT,S. 

In the early years of the settlement 
wild animals were troublesome. Bears, 
wolves and catamounts were numer
ous and often committed depredations 
upon the domestic animals of the set
tlers. Capt. Chipman Swift who lived 
w here Chauncy Smith now resides was 
a famous hnnter. At one time, some 
strange auimal was discuvered in the 
top of a tall tree near the old burying
ground. No one dared to shoot it for 
fear it was the devil and might harm 
them. But Mr. Swift loaded his gun 
with two bullets and some buck-shnt.
It should have the contents of his 
gun it' it was the devil, himself and 
aiming between hiR two glaring eyes, 
he 'fired, bringing down a hllge cata
mount, who pOunced upon his. fai:hfnl 
dog and tore him to pil?ces in his deadl 
struggles. 

Other stories might be told, but this 
must suffice. 
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TEMPERANCE. Young l\{en's Cbristian Allsociation 
A large Temperance Society was have heen formed, while at t~e present 

formed in 1835, which did much good time almost every man in town has a 
in the community. It flourished until ,small library of useful books, and is 
the breaking out of the Rebellion Iw~ll supplied with newspapers and pe
when men's thoughts were turned in, riodicals which are universa!ly read 
another direction, and durin'" the war! by all. ~ o , ; 

~ - temperance languished. 

The Waverly Lodge No. 83 I. O. of ~ Good Templars was chartered June 
20, 1868. It now has 63 members; 
seems to be in a flourishing conditivn; 
is constantly increasing in numbers. 

....

.J.u.ASONIC. 

BY F. J. SWU'T, M. D. 

SOClAL LODGE: No. 38 A. lt1. was 
originally chartered in June 1815. 

:First W. 1\1. J airus Hall:
\ 
1 S. W. Jesse '~wift:" .~ J. W. }t~dmund Livermore:" 

Suspended work during the anti-ma
sonic excitement from 1831 to 1856 i 
when it was re-organized under a new· 

The Town contains 14 sc hool dis

tricts, each of which has a good 
school-house; some of them very nice 
and commodious, in wbich schools are 
supported for two or three terms each 
year. A high school has been establish
ed at ttJe Village which lffis usually
. '

been well sustamed. 
A new~paper called 

THE I;REEN MOUNTAIN EAGLE, 

was published in ] 850; bllt continued "j 
only a year or two, since which no pa
per has been published here. 

Nov. 20 1869. 

VOLNgy FORBES, 


The author of this Early History of 

charter, but bearing the same name Wilmington has-been dead somcyears. 
and number, and has enjoyed prosperi- "He was first a merchant, then a vil
ty up to the present time. It has some lage farmer. He was Ii. scholarly man, 
79 members and is receiving new ac- and a gentleman; active'in every enter
cessions at almost every regular com-· priRe, that could advance the illterests 
munication. The stations at th" pres- • of the town or uplift society." 
ent time (1869) are filled as follows: He married Esther Packal'd-

E'.•J. Swift, W. M. 

E. J. Titus, S. W. 

C. C. Bemis, J. W. 

EDUCATIONAL AND I.I'l'ERARY. 

who survives him, "a graceful writer, 
and in former yerrs, often cast her 
efforts on the billows of literature."
"Karl DeKay" in obituary of her ad-Imirable mother. And, to her, Mrs. 

The people have from the early s.et-. Esther S. ForbeR; this December, 

r 
'~ 

tlement taken a great interest in educa-!1889, Thanks :-for two pretty bro
tion and in reading, books and papers. chures: "Vermont Maple Fugar Indus

, 

" a town library of 200 volumes, choice try," "Attractions of 'Vilmingion and 
books, was established about 1790, Vicinity" with view of Haystack Mt. 
which was kept in good condition and Other historif'al information, and there 
enlarged for about 50 years; since then' is cunsiderable left, we lay up till 
other libraries have been formed, public we may be able to give the history of 
and private, including agricultural and I the town from 1870 to 1890 or 1892; 

.. 

-~'" 
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these interesting little pnblications are 
by J<:ditor and l'ublisher .Tones or" the 
"Wilmington Valley Times," a talent
ed, 8 pp. weekly paper.-Ed. 

THE VOICES O~' 'rHE NIGHT, 

BY MRS. A. M. PHILIPS. 

(A native of Wilmington.) 

Night's voices! how the feverish heat, 

Engendered in the toils of life, 

Aud all the restless fears tila t beat 

With its int,maer pain and strife; 

1'he aApiring thought, tile lofty vein, 

The hopes that make our p nthway bright 

Tbe grief that shrouds tbe beart in fiame, 

Yield to the. voices of tbe night. 

How softly to the ear they steal, 

A sif a spirit m,;!ve(l the air, 

And to the thirsting sOlll reveal 

A nobler life, divinely fair, 
And on theIr wings tbe memor~es CO_'le 

Of tones that now are with the blest, 

And whisperings of that better home 

Where all the weary arc at rest. 

The incense I"ising frOln the rose, 


The perfnme which the lily yiel(ls, 


Anrl sweeter than fl'om censer fiows 


The fl'agrance of the new mown fields, 


Lending to sense a soothing balm 


As faith contl'ol~ the waves of grief 


And ponrs upon the heart the ealm, 


Still waters of an endless peace. 


Thc dews which from the skies distil, 


Tileir cooling to the leaves impart, 


AA drops of grace refine and fill 


The silent caverns of the heart. 


And, lo! the murmnr of a stream 


That pounds in music to the sea. 


The spirit of its song doth seem 


A breathing of eternity. 


.And now the wind that parts the leaves 

And whiBpers throngh the violet-bed; 

That plays among the tasseled sheavas, 

Steals softly round my aching head. 

With tones of peace from spirit friends 


Wllo foW theil' white arms round me now, 


And message borne of comfort blends 


With t1l1l cool breath that bathes my brow. 


And from tll. dark, green waving woods 

That crOWll the mount and kiss the stars 

A 11(\ from earth's deepest solitudes f 
I,Comes mnsic which the 80nl unbars 

To voices of the spirit-land, L 
Now calling me away, away 

To climes who~e skips are ever bland, I 
Whose seasons are etprnal M.W. ~, 

I strain my eyes to catch a glance 


Of that nnfading land of light; 
 t 
,\.nd though far off its l}sstures seem, 

~ Yet ie. the stillness of the night, ,
A.n angel comes witll snow-white wings 


Anti wriy.s a prayer deep ill my Ilea.rt, 


.And hope sits by my side and sings 

Till darkness donbt an,l fealC depart. l
Not wbere the brigbtest Nunlight pours, 

Not wbere unmingled splendor shines, 

The aspiring soul tbe highest soars t 
Or reads its joy tn fail·e.ot lines; 

But when the gorgeous day-god sleeps 

And night's dear lamps burn still ancllone, 


TIle S01l1 a heavenly noontide keeps 


Within the radiance of His tlll'one. 


The stars fade out, the moon departs. 


Up in tbe east there comes the sun, 


Take courage, 0, ye fainting hearts! 


For life's great toil will soon be done. 
 '*' 
Not in the ,!,'111.ve will songs be hea.rd 


By voices of earth's da.y or night; 


• But upward like a..soartng bird, 

Sball Sing ourselves in fadeless Ught. 

:- 

THE NEW YEAR'S PRAYER. 


(In the days of the Southern Rebellion.) 


By D. GILBERT DEXTER. 

(One year ago, dnring the midnight hour 

when the old year faded i11to eternity, and a 

new one commenced its historical jOlll·ll'.l.l. a 

lone soldier's widow knelt. ill her solitary cot 
~ in the village of W.-~Vhile the sun came fOlth 


from his castern hom.. , a neighbor called at ... 

')the door, and there in the solemn attitude of 

prayer, was the widow-unt sl1e moved not, 

neitlfer did she speak, for "the spirit ha(l re

turned to hiIu who gave it.H) 

The wintry mOon shines cold and still, 


And the wind s unds hoarse and drear, 


As it echoes along o'er valley and bill' 


With its icy breath an(l freezing chill, 


. While 'tis sighing the old, old year! 
 } 
The old, oll! year is !last and gone. 

rWith its flal'e, its strife and its blood, 

~ 
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With a trusting heart anda trembling tone With lloly might, 

As she prays to the ALL FATHER GOD. 

. List! the notcs and thc words of this 

morning prayer 

In the cot so lone and still, 

Mark, tIle bcating heart and the lines Ofl 
cal'~, 

The emphasis tone and faith so rare, 

Enchaining lhe soul Witll a thrill. , 

She prays 0\1 ~'atller! Saviour mine! 

Redeemer, ~Iak"r all divine I 


Ioook down upon unwortlly me 


'Vho hopeth in immortality. 


Our country, bleed ng, torn and rent, 


Distracts my mind [{'om calm content, 


The throbbing heart and tC!~rful eye, 


But tell us joys are born to die. 


* * * '* * 
'I'he husband dear went forth to fight 

For GfJd, for freedom, faith and right•. 

An only son stood by my side with sire; 

The sire is low and not a breath 

Will wipe away the seal of ,Ieatll; 

The gon is dying far away 


In dungeon damp whcrc sunny ray 


Ne'er lends its cheer, no comfort near 


To usher i'n the new, new year. 
On thy altar, 0, Columbia fail'! 


Iv'e laid my earthly jewels rare

VERM,)~T CAMP SO);G. 

By MRS. D. GrLBERT DEsTER. 

[Pnblished in ~Iillken's Vermont Record at 
Brandon, 1863.- Ellen Simonds, one of sis 
sisters and ten children of Dca. Asa Simonds 
of Peru,-See History of Peru, Vol. I. gractua· 
ted, ],'em. Sem. Troy, N. Y. taught popularly, 
music, painting, Frenell, etc. at i\filton Fern. 
Scm. 3 years and in 1856 married Mr: nAste1', 
a merchant at Wilmington. They have sever· 
al ehildren. This was IIfrs. Dester's first po. 
em pnblishe<!.l 

1. 


Come, gather round. tile board, my lads, 


Oh, gather round to.day, 


And sing of home, Our dearest home, 


On the mountains far away; 


We've left the home of early days, 


'1'0 fight for God and right

We'll never yield the gory field 


Till tl'1lth shalll'llle with might. 


'I'hen cheer, boys! cheer, boys! 


Tile battle has begun-


The victory shall be won. 

II. 

Shall we forget the (lays of yore, 


The fields our fathers trod, 


Wben Etha;n Allen bold an" true, 


Fought fOi our cause and God? 


No, no, we']] ne'eJ' forget onr sir. 


When bat,tle rages high

We'll ne'er forget they firmly stood 


And fought to win or die. 


Then cheer, boys! cheer, boysl &c. 

III. 


For "Freedom and for Unity," 


The motto of the brave, 


We'll ever stand, brave mountain band, 


"The Ship of State" to eave; 


Then rally, brothers of Vermont, 


Around "the stripes and stars, 

Yes, rally Once again, ye braves 


Down with H the sIal'S and bars!" 


Theu SllOUt, boysl shout, boys! 


The battle has begun


For h'reedom fight 


With holy might, 


The victory shall be won. 


IV. 

Green Mountain Boysl Brave Mountain Boys I 

Come, rally round the trag 

Our Iathers bought with bloody price 

From "John of ancient Brag." 

We will retain our fathers' name 

And punish dcedA of wrong, 

And never yield the crimson field, 

But fight with sword. and 80ng. 

Then shout, boysl.&e. 

l;'ANUM LETITllE. 

By. GER~'RlJDE I. DEXTER. 

lDaugllter of D. Gilbert and EHen Dester.] 

Building still by mystic fingers, 

Raising high gs gilded spires, 

Dimly seen throngh hazy distance, 

Stands the goal of great desires. 

To this bright and beauteous temple 

Over devious paths that trie<l 

To the utmost, firm reliance, 

Trust in God whate'er betid,." 

Comes an aged pilgrim, laden 

With a lifetime's gleanings rare, 

Stamting at the outcr entrance 

Fain to ask admittance tllere. 
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'Neath tile arcade, weary, waiting, 


Leanila youth, tIle gods were kin(l, 


Gifting him with wondrous talents, 


Grace of limb and might Of mind. 


,Neath the portals stands a maiden 


Bearing offerings to the shrine 


Of her young life's glad ambition, 


Seeking peace in things divine. 


But unto tbeir mortal vision 


'1'h08e celestial gates unclose, 


Never, though from morn till even, 


Angels entering disclose 


Beanties brighter than the gorgeou~ 


Tints of fail' Italia's skies, 

Pleasures rarer than the dreamings 


Of a primal Paradise. 


Now a bright seraph being 


Stoops and whispers words of cheer, 


Saying: "Like uS thon shalt surely 


Enter one day, without fear." 


lION. HENRY 111. DICKINSON, 

eldest son of Madison I)ickenson was 
born in this town, July 7,1835; enter
ell Williams College, 1855, graduated 
1859. He wa!' Editor of the Williams 
Quarterly Magazine while there, which 
he edited with marked ability. Heap
plied himself with intense devotion to 
his studies. Few Letter students, t'rob
ably ever liven.. When he left Wil:iams 
he studied law with Mr. Follett of 

Toll the bell quietly. 

Toll it with care, 

Bear its chimes tenderly 

On far Western air; 
The noble and gifted 

Hath struggled with deatll! 

Toll the bell solemnly, 

Son of the West, .." 

'\ 

Father and brothers 

And sister and otber" 
Are weeping in sorrow-

Motber. he had oue, 

A dear one and trne, 

Whose harp lies unstrung, 

Life's jouruey through; 

Friends met in glory, 

Ne'er will tlley part. 

• A son and a mother, 

Heart prest to heart. 

Toll tile bell carefully, 

Precious tIl e dust, 

Son of the mountains. 

In GOfl put his trust. 

Smooth the sod tenderly, 

O'er tile still breast, 

Calmly and dreamily 

Now he's at rest. 
D. GI LBERT DEXTER. 

[One more extract from our old poet friend, 

Readsboro a few months and in 1860, i see Poets and Poetry of Vermont 1st edition.] 

took the regular court'le in the Law 
School at Ann Arbor, Mich. reading at 
vacations with Hon. Chas. L Walker 
of Detroit. He arrived at Omaha, in 
April 1862; appointed Judge of Pro
bate, October 1864, which office he 
held at the time of his death, July 20, 
1865, from congestion of the brain, 
sick but a few days. ~ays "The Oma
ha Daily Republican" in obituary no 
tice: "There are few, if any men in 
the community who had more friends." 

Wen may Vermont feel proud of 
suC'h a son, and well may she lay up a 
memento in her arcnives of thf', noble 
and gifted that pa~s away from earth. 

LITTLE EVA. 

'Little Eva, gentle Eva, 

Bud of spring nnd blossom fail' 
Lovely gem and household fairy, 

Lost to 6l1rt,h and earthly Sllare

In the regions made immortal, 

In the cli11le so fall' and bright, 

'1'here the angels greet thy presence '\ 

In the calm 01 endless I igbt. 

Little,Eva, gentle Eva, 

Knows no pain 01' sorl'OW there, 
Wl,ere the angels chant their anthems. 

Where earth's hopes and blo'",oms are; 

For she's joined tIle choir angeliC, 

And she'll watch uS while we slet'p

Filling dreams of perfect pleasure

Calming IlS to llOpe-not weep. 

-.... 
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S UT TO N. 

BY RON, J, B) WILLARD, 
In his frock of blue, 

He stood up, hardy and true,

Every inch a man;

Beat him this day if you can. [Old Settler] 

SUTTON. 

IN 1803, 

The Grand List was made up as 
follows: polls at $ 20, each j improved 
land at $1,75 per acre; oxen at $10; 
three-years old $6,50 j cows at $6,50 j 
two-years old, $5 j horses $13,50 j two
years old, $6,50 j one-year old, $3,50 j 
watches at $5 j and $5 j framed houses 
appraised and then assessed at2 per 
cent. 

Enoch Blake had a house valued at 
$250 j he, also, had a watch. Thomas 
Colby and Enoch True each had a house 
valued at $100, and each a watch.
These were the only framed houses and 
time-pieces in town j not as yet, had 
any person a sheep or a clock. 

IN 1804. 

In 1804, there were 58 polls assess
ed j nine less than in 1803: and there 
were the samp number of polls in 1805 
as in 1804. 

IN 1806 

there were 67 polls assessed in town.
Among the arrivals of 1806, was that 
of ~tephen Eestman, who settled on 
"Right No. 26." 

IN REMEMBRANCE 


OF STEPHEN EASTMAN, 


his descendants thought it well to have 

a re-union of the children and other 

relatives of the Eastman family at the 

house of the writer, Sept. 15, 1880. 

The day was not pleasant, but over 180 

persuns attended. The first order of 

toe day was refreshments, the second, 

choice of A. H. Ball, for president, af

ter which, the exercises were: 

1st Singing by the kindred j and, 

Prayer by Rev. B. k Sherwood of 
~uttOll. 

WEl.COME RY M. A. TAFT, Sutton: 

Mr. President, 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 

It may seem strange to you tl,at 
should take the stand to welcome you 
to another man's home. But you 
should remember that we are all more 
or less governed by circumstances, and 
our surroundings and the circumstances 
in which we are placcd make us, to a 
great extent w hat we are. This being 
the case, it has fallen to my lot to make 
a few remarks at this time; and in be
half of my highly esteemed friend, 
Mr. J. E. Willard and his worthy com

I 
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panion, I bid you all a hearty welcome for the hour; and feel that it is good 
to their pleasant home and its beauti- for us to ue here. 'Ve meet near the 
ful surroundirrgs. Not only do I wel- place where our ancestor once lived 
COme these kindred here to-day, but, and where many of their posterity now 
I welcomc these townsmen aud these reside and their green graves in the 
ueighbors, aud am happy to think that cemetery on yonder hill or those in thc 
these friends are so kind and have come adjoining ,towns are made sacred to us -. 
here to help make this gatheri!1g a suc- as the repositories of their dust. No 
cess. Now what we want is that all costly monuments may mark their rest
should feel free and and at home. and ing places, yet this gathering of the 
I am quite sure that if all that are here family shows that they are remembered 
on this occasion were as well acquain- in the affections and hearts of their pos
ted with Mr. Willard as I am, and knew terity. Could great-grandfather Steph
his large heartedness as well as I do, en and his ehildren be permitterl to 
you wvuld have no fears, and would stand upon the battlements of Heaven 
receive this welcome as genuine and and from those loit,y heights behold 
heartfelt. Not far from Perc among this assembly, would they not say that 
these green hills and fertile fields our the promises of God to the patriarchs 
fathers leveled the forests and, broke of old had been fulfilled when he said 
the virgin soil, and om mothers (how I will multiply thee exceedingly. What 
sacred their memory) shared the hard memories rise before 11S all we look ba,!k 
ship toils and dangers of a pioneer life; oyer the past seventy years and more 
while they worshipped Him who was when our fathers built their homes in 
their guide, their light, their life and the wilderness on that beautiful and 
their all. fertile strip of rolling land. But 

of these and their trials and dangers,This is a meeting of the Eastman 

through which our ancestor and their
family, assembled for mutual benefit 

descenrlants have passed, it is not for
and plea!'ure; and if we rightly under

us to speak. As I study the history of
stand the characteristics of the family, 

the race I learn that it is noted for its 
there are none here that are so selfish 

industry, honesty, energy and frugali
as to wish for the pleasures of the hour 

ty ; and when the dark clouds of war
to the family alone; but are very grate-

have hung over the nation, they have
'ful to these old neighbors and friends 
taken an active and pa~l'iotic part int,hat were so willing to respond to the 

support of the government. And now
invitation given them and meet with 


us at. this our first re-union. while corruption and wrong stalk bold
We have 
ly at noonday, may we be found fightcome from the North and the South, 

ing manfully for the right.
from the East and from the 'Vest, a 

respectable company drawn together My friends, this is a meeting long to 
by the ties of kindred to renew old be remembered by some that are bere 
acquaintances and establish new friend before me: These friends that arc in 
ships; to trace various grades of rela the moruing of life, if they are permit
tionship and learn more of the history ted to live to old age will look back to 
of the race. I trust we shall throw a this gathering with pleal:-ure and pride, 
side the eares and perplexitie.E' of life 	 and to them it will be as a bright oasis 


in the desert of life. Kindred and 
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friends, this occasion is a ,toyous one! world shall be rolled up like a worn-out 
and yet as our imagination tries to pen. vesture, and thtl arching skies shall 
etrate the future tliere is sadness that have passed away like a forgoteu 
comes stealing over the mind as we dream, when eternity with its deep 
think how soon the scythe of time will sounding waves shall break upon the 
break lip our pleMant and quiet fami- rocks of time and sweep them away, 
lies. Another decade will mark many iorever,- then in a brighter, may we 
ehanges with this company here a8~em· meetagaill in a greater and grander re
bled. The generations that were in union, Which shall last through the 
advance of the older present, have alII ceaseless ages of eternity. 

.NOTE' I have only taken such extracts from 

passed away; our aged mother and 
friend that died last winter was the last I HISTORICAL ADDRESS 
one. And as I look over thi~ company BY J. E. WILLARD. 
I see quite a large number with whit-

e.led loeks and trembling limbs and fal- the Address as I thought would be of general 

tering steps, and soon, and very soon, interest. 

life's cares with them will end and they The first settlements in New England 
will be gathered with the generations were made by emigrants who on ac
that have gone before. . count of their religious belief were 

In conclusion let me say a few words I persecuted, and to obtain that liberty 
for the three towns in which most ofl came to an unbroken wilderness,- to 
the descendants of grandfather Stephen brave the perils of wild beasts and sav
reside, Lyndon, Wheelock and Sutton. ages, bidding farewell to friends that 
We love tbeir towering hills and gush- could not go with them, came to estab
ing l'iIls j we love their maple groves lish homes for themselves and children 
and forest shades; we love their green here. Large numbers flocked. to these 
vallies and beautiful fields; we love shores for about nineteen years- until 
the sweet, solemn tones of their church the great civil conflict under Cromwell 
bells that call us to the house of prayer commenced when those in favor of en
alJd praise; yes, and why not? our fa- larged religious priviliges regarded" it 
thers and mothers before us loved them better to stay and assist in securing 
and it was in the midst of these pleas- them. During the time named in 1638, 
ant surroundings they lived and toiled, Daniel Denison, Simeon Bradstreet and 
died and were buried. How it is with others procured a grant of a portion of 
you, my friends, I know nut, but a~ lhnd in the north east corner of "Mass
for me, where my kindred have lived, achusetts Bay" for a settlelllent. In 
let me live, where they have labored, ] 640, it recelved the name of Salsbury, 
let me labor, where they have died, let a few years later was divided, the part 
me die, and beside their graves, let me called Amesburg. Among the grant
rest. ces was Roger Eastman, born in Wales 

The parting at the <:Iose of these ex- in 1611. He married in 1639 Sa.rah
ercises will be the last faI'fnvell for some born in 1621. He was a carpenter by 
of us, but may we so live tbat when trade and his presence with the first 
the splendors of the millennium shall settlers must have been a great help to 
come we may partake of them: and the place-a man to build thE-ir houses 
and when the end shall be, and the and barns and mills for them. 
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The children of Roger and Sarah 
Eastman were: 

John, born, January 1640 : 

Nathaniel, born, Mar. 18, 1643: 

Philip, born, Oct. 20, 1644: 

Thowas. born, September 1G46: 

Timothy, born, Sept. 29,1648: 

Joseph, born, Nov. 8, 1650: 

Benjamin, born, :Feb. 12, 1652 : 

Sarah, born, July 25,1655: 

Samuel, born, Sept. 20. 1657 : 

Ruth, born, Mar. 21, 1660: 

I think, the children all settled in 
Massachusetts; and as emigration al
most celtsed after the succe'!s of Crom
well, I think that it is safe to assume 
that Roger is the father of all the East
mans in the United States. 'When the 
first church was organized in Salsbury 1 

1687, the Eastmans were fairly repre
sented, and continued to join as long 
as we have any record at hand. Roger 
died, Dec. 1G, 1694. aged 83 yeltrs; 
Sara!'I, his wife. Mar 10,1698, age 77. 

When the state line between 1\-1a8s
achusetts and New Hampshire became 
established, about 1740, Roger East
man of Amesburg, )fass. found his 
residence located in the town of New
ton, N. H. His children were: 

Thomas, born in Amesburg ; marri 
ed Sarah Sargent; movedw Weare, N. 
H.; aflerwlll"d settled in Newbury, Vt. 

Stephen, born in Newton, Mar. 27, 
1744; 

Samuel, born, Oct. 8, 1746, settled 
in W'eare: 

Ichabod, born, May 22, 174'9; set
tled in Weare, N. H. 

Nicholas, born, Jan. 16,1751: 
Isaac, born, Oct. 30, 1754; married 

Hannah George; 10 children who set
tled in 1\-faine, New Hampshire and 
Vermont. 

STEPHF.N EASTMAN, 

the second son of Isaac, married Anna 
Colby and moved to Bow, N. H. in 
1774 or '7fl. In 1776, the selectmen 
of the towns of the state circulated as
sociation "Test papers" whichare now 
on file in the Secretary of State office 
at Concord and read as follows: 

"We, tI. e subseribt'rs, do hereby 
engage and promise that we will to 
the utmost at ,the risk of our lives and 
fortunes with arms oppose the hostile 
proceedings of the British fleets and 
armies against the United American 
Colonies." 

On the paper filed by the town of 
Bow, N. H. appears the name of Ste
phen Eastman, he being one of 8199 
men who signed in the State of New 
Hamp"hire. The paper uttered treason 
against the mother country; every 
persoll signing it, if the colonies should 

~ 

" 
not succeed, would be liable to have 
his property confiscated and himself to 
be hung or banished. Imagine the trial 
for a man with four small children to 
support the oldest not yet s~wen, to take 
such a stand! But none who knew him 
will doubt that when he was convinced 
that it was right that he would try to 
evade any part of it. Some ht·re can 
well remember that until past €ighty, 
he would with staff in hand every Sab
bath, in fair or foul weather, walk 6 or 
8 miles and return to attend the church 
of which he was a member. 

The children of SteIlhen and Anna 
Eastman were: 

Elizabeth, born, Oct. 22, 1767: 

Hannah, born, Oct. 13, 1769: 

Elizabeth, born, Nov. 30, 1 771 : 

J aneworth, born, Mar. 29, 1774: 


Stephen, born, July 23, 1776: 


Rachel, B., born, January 1779: 


Eli, born, Nov. 15, 1782: 
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Anoa, born, Aug. 12,1785 : 

David, born, July 3, 1788 : 

MaU' born, Apr. 30, 1791 : 

Stephen had a small place, but was a 
shoemaker and followtd his trade, and 
wished to have his son, Stephen, also fol
low the sume business j hut it was dis
tastful to him, and when, one day, a 
pair of shoes, not very clean brought 
in to be repaired, his father requested 
him to clean and mend them, he bolted, 
or stated, then and there, that with this 
job ended his shoemaker's trade. Not 
long after, as according co the custom 
in those days, for the shoemaker to go 
fff'm house to house to make the in
habitants their boots and shoes, his fa
the was away on one of these expedi. 
tion~, Stephen, Jl'. went and confered 
with hid uncle Colby about what course 
he should pursue, who atlvised him to 
make a bee and fell 10 acres of trees 
on his father's farm and follow farm
ing. He then was ouly fifteen, but fol
lowed tht':l advice. 

'When his father came home and 
saw what had been done in hi~ ab
sence, he exclaimed we are mined! But 
from that time things began to prosper 
better and he admired the management 
of his son so well he gave all the prop
erty mto his bands, expecting him to 
stay at home and take care of him and 
his wife in their old age. After a lit
tle, a I1ew house was to be erected.
The father wished the front to face the 
highway, but Stephen prefered the end 
to face the road. Each was so strong 
that theirs was the best way, Stephen 
said, I will assist to get the frame up, 
then I shall seek some other place for 
myself. Small matters at first have 
C'Rused nations to change their course, 
the same will hold of individuals. Th( 

Stephen Eastman, Jr. leaving the old 
home and emigrating to Vermont.
He first went to his uncle William 
Clement in Danville, who kindly spent 
some time in assisting his nephew in 
finding a place to locate. They fir~t 
]Qoked over Danville and Wheelock, 
t\lC!n clime to Billymead, now Sut.ton, 
and purchased 100 acres, July 12, 1804, 
it being a part of the farm Jonathan 
Eastman now owns. Not a tree had 
then been cut j the ody lo~-cabin from 
Lyndon and 'Wheelock town lines to 
this place was Deacon Richardson's.
After receiving a deed, he contracted 
to have the trees felled on 10 acres and 
the land cleared ready for a crop in the 
spring of 1806. 

He moved from New Hampshire in 
February 1806, into Bradbury M. 
Richardson's house, which stood near 
the orchaJ'd in the field toward C. 
W. Willard's residence; June 16th, 
following raised a house on his prem
ises near the bouse in which Jonathan 
Eastman now live~; and David East
man was born the same day. He mov
ed into his house during the summer. 
Rachel, his wife, was obliged to go to 
Deacon Richardson's for some time still 
to do her baking. She had to carry 
David, the baby in her arms, and he, 
Lyndia, the little girl two years old
and the meal. The boards to cover his 
house he had to drag with a team from 
the Hollow. As late as 1816, the only 
clock in town was owned by Caleb Fish 
and there were 2 watches and 9 framed 
housp,s in town. How could we do, do 
you think, with only three time-pieces 
in town? or go the best of a mile and 
carry two babies through the wood to 
bake? or to draw our boards 3 miles 
to cover our buildings-with a chain? 
Yet our fathers and mothers were obli

way a house should front resulted in iged to undergo these hardships; and I 

9 
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presume did without a murmur. These 
early settlers are very good examples 
for us to look back upon, if the cares 
of life pressed they never thought of 
suicide; but "put their shoulder to the 
wheel. 

Be was interested in the State. in its 

~~--~~-

his interrogator and replied, "I pay 
for what I wear 1" Perhaps bis inter
rogator's not paying for his apparel was 
the first step which lead him ., ruin. 
OftBn have we seen this venerable man 
at . church dressed in his home-made 

pants, vest and blue woolen frock, and 
-,. 

matters; he wru; interested in the ~hu·rch I have thonght that he took as mUl'h 

and ever ready to perform his part. In p~d~ in ,:ea:-ing such !!uits as his girls 

1837, when schisms had crept into the dId In thelr silk dresses and gold neck

churches here and destroyed their use- la.:es with which he had furnished 

fulnes8 and it was thought best to re- • them. 

organize the Free Will Baptibt Church Another characteristic trait of our 

in Sutton, he threw open his doors good old man was rising early and re

and' Rev. Daniel and Joshua Quinby tiring early; many and many a time, 

and David Sweat formed themselves 
with twpnty others into a church which 
has ever prospered and is the same 01'

ganization now at Sutton Village. 

Although the Eastman~ have never 
been distinguished for great things they 
have ever been performing little acts 
of kindnesses, one of which I will nar
rate. It was a custom of early settlers 
to serve It notice on persons liable to 
come to want, warning them out of 
town. Stephen Eastman had lived in 
town about four years when the matter 
came up in a town-meeting of warn
ing Aaron Baldwin and his family to 
depart from town so they might not 
gain a, residence. Stephen Eastman 
was not accustomed to speaking in 
publit), but on this occasion hI' arose 
and addressed his fellow townsmen 
with so much feeling and justice Mr. 
Baldwin was not warned out, nor any 
other person for several years after. 

He was very eccentric in some thin(Ts 

have we known him retire before dark 
and be up by 'three o'clock at work the 
next morning. The year that he was 
eighty, he rove and shaved by hand 
135.000 shingles. 

Eli Eastm9ll, his brother, had a good > 
farm in the town of Wbpeloek, and 
was a tolerable good farmer, and a man 
of property, but was different in many 
respects froll the rest of his relatives: \ 

they were spry at work, he slow; they 
had their work done in season, he was 
always behind; they were ready to re
tire early, he lat~ ; they had their debts 
paid, he was sometimes slack about his. 

On one occasion a creditor brought a 
suit against him and then proposed to 
have his brother, Stephen, come over 
and appraise neat cattle enough to pay 
him and he would take them at Steph· 
en's appraisal, to which Eli agreed and 
Stephen came over from Sutton and 
appraised the cattle; but when Eli heard 

the price, he refused to let them go. 
especially in his dress. On one oc;a~ Stephen and the creditor took the bars 
sion, doing business at Sutton Corner, of the fence down, drov~ them away, 
one of the villagers said to him why and that debt was paid. 

do you come here in such clothes? When St~pheD, Jr. left his parents in 
Why not wear better ones?" The old Bow, N. H. he had a deed of the prop
gentleman looked at the good suit of erty there. A" soon as Stephen had 
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gone, hig father selected David, his 
youngest son to stay at home, a man of 
aimable and even disposition. Stephen, 
Jr. soon saw it would be fOt" the ad
vantage of his father and brother to 
come to Vermont to live, and he seh.'ct
ed a tract in tl~e edge of Lyndon and 
adjoining his farm for them, and then 
went to Bow for theln: but no argu
ment could convince them until he said 

still at high noon you said "a five minutes say
I 1l1uSt furnish, delive1', 01' squarely disobey," 
A true Eastman obeys his Presiclent's behesti
80 I'll say a few words of the Eastmans at rest~ 

r so aver: at an old Eastmau'~ ancestral hall, 
The armOr once worn, still hangs on the wall. 
The sword in its sheath, the lance placed at 

rest, 
.~ud the battles they have been through are

told at their best; 
And the grandfather's tale, and the dear 

mother's story 
you will be obliged to go with me, IFling around each old name a halo of glory. 

for [ have sold and deeded the house. 
He haddoue it over their heads, neces
sity compelled them to leave. On their 
removal, the whole family, 9 children 
and their families with one exception, 
came to Vermont. 

The Eastmans of Vermont who're entitled to 

fame, 
l' II not this day undertake to mention by 

name; 
The names are too many, they've so gon., on 

before 

There have not belOn any very emi- I And are waiting to meet us when trouble ill 

nent men in this branch of the East-
mans; but if we have n.) great men to 
admire or refer to in our family pride, 
we have something far superior. _ 

btl I d tWe . can oas, aue am prou o. 
that not one in the connection, was ev-· 
er convicted or even accused of any 

. th d k d
crIme; nor are ere any run at's. nor 
any that make a practice to use profane 
language j nor do you see them noisy, 
rude, ready to dispute, quarrel or fight. 
They are quiet, peaceable citizens liuch 
as have a tendency to elevate any com
munity in which they reside. .. 

THE OLD SETTLER'S 

FA1Illi,Y GATHEIUNG POElI!. 

BY HON. J. E. WILLARD OF SUTTON. 

PRESIDENT MOST HONORABLE: 

I clime 11ere to-day 

To sce amI to hear; and not to spout away! 
An.l the faet is, I'v not tIle jew"l of a word; 
And <lays like this, only jewel-words shoulcl 

be hearl.!. 
1 very well know I eould better afford 
To keep still, than to heal' sOUJe one say I am 

bored. 

o'er. 

How often we speak of the absent and dead, 

How often we think: of their faCeS; 

How often we tlee when tbe bauquet is spread, 

That new ones are filling their places. 

They are with uS in spirit, they are present I 

ween, 
They are hovering near, near enough to be 

seen, 

Were our mortal eyes able the brIghtness to 
bear, 

The glory we've faith to believe th!>y now 

wear. 

have thought as I sat here, my llealt a· 
glow, 

Of the good those Eastmans did long yearlir 

ago. 
When t11CY voted at Bow (to uS a good lesson.) 

"No spirits, but good coffee be furnished at 
the Eastmans Reunion." 

I wish I could sing like the minstrel of old, 
Theil' viltues all shining in song shou 1d be 

told; 
Tbdr good deeds on record, I'd brightly 

unfold; 
I would have tlleir names written in letters of" 

gold. 

Our Eastmalls of VClmont w"re as true and 
as good 

As those Eastmans that before yom' great. 

. grand-father stood: 

11 



12 

In defending tbe 

VERMONT MAGAZINE. 

laid 'neath the 

poor I turf, 
No men of their mean>! bave ever done more. Least they might leau too much on earth. 

Let us copy thcir virtues, and live just as They humbly saw the Reaper's was the hand 
wise. 

of God, 
Fulfilling eacb duty, its day,- in that true IAnd meekly knelt in prayer beneath the rod. 

honor lies,  . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . • . 

That our lives may be right, that our record Tl1ey searelled the sacred Scripture.text, so 
may sbow 

well they read, 
For the years as they com., and the years as IThe neighboring poor were clothed and fed; 

they go, 

For sooner or h\ter, we very well kuow 

The plaees we'll fill are under tho snow. 

OUR ANCESTRAL DEAD. 


Br ~IRS. L. SULLOWAY OF WHEELOCK. 


In memory of onr ancestral de-ad, 


Stel)11en and David, much Is said; 


But what example did they give 


That we may leaI'll of them to live? 

Iu early life they songht and found the Lorn; 

And found Him talthtul to Ills blessed word; 

They saw IIisjustiee shine, thuy felt his grace, 

And found ill IIim a peaceful hiding.place, 

No :fiOW'll'Y garlands here to.day we bring; 

But grateful hearts thcll']n'ais", to lowly sing. 

The llone~t truth most simply said 

Is the best ornament to bear the dead, 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~ . . 
III Vauity Fair, their way winding through, 

What in that plaee dltl our forefatbers do? 

They raised a waruing loud, a warning long, 

A warning that almost shook that ancient 
town. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . ~ 

No tiowery paths, Our fathers cried, lead us to 
God! 

With iron and with brass we need be shod; 

Tbick dangers gather here and many a snare; 

But promisee] strength is swittly gained by 
prayer. 

Pilgrims and strangers! walking the Upper 
'waYt 

And angel-guided sweetly upward, day by 
day; 

They gave up all, all tor Heaven, made God 

theIr Friend, 

And then, IIis blessing He did on them send. 

Blessed them, abundant blpssed in basket and 
in store; 

And bles~ed with smiling children more and 

more; 

But not one eent did from their pockets go 

To make an empty, vain and pl1<1e.swelled 

show. 

They built an altm' to the Lord 


And near it ;ay IIis precious word; 


They call"d it Bethel; from that day, 


From vain amusements turned away. 


With reverence we renall the names 


01 Father Taft and Riehardson and more, 


A host of godly men passed on before 


That wait our coming On the shining shore, 


Could they speak from their cold clay,

I Nothing greater to us could they say 

Than, dea" children watch I wateh and p.l'ay, 

An,; prepare yon well for the judgement day. 

After the poems, were remarks by 
Rev. :M:. C. Hendel'soD of St. Johns
bury, Rev. A B. Sherwood of Sutton, 
Dell" Peter W ooJman and Dea. David 
Eastman of Lyndon, and Dell,. An
drew P. Taft, Sutton; and then pray
er by Rev. M. C. Henderson, which 
closed the ceromonies. 

RECORD OF SUTTON 

Con. from page 5. 

IN 1805, 
Mnr. 25, yoted the selectmen reasona
ble compensation for their services. Up 
to this time the town offieers had re
ceived no pay and now only the select
men were to have pay. 

IN 1806, 

Otis L. Hidden settled on right 22 : 
on what placo l I do not know, bnt I 
think it must have been where Daniel 

..... 
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Lee now resides: this, I think, was the I Voted also "in case of a complaint 
first settlement on what is known as· from the Captain that any poor soldiers \1 

North Ridge. There were no openings. are not able to aquip the selectmen are 

made except by residents of the town, to procure such aquipments at the ex

for several years, as I find no new pense of the town." 


names on the grand list as late as 1810. March 14, 1814, the town voted to 


IN 1811: procure 16 cartridges to each gun. 

The town conducted its affail's with THE GREAT MUSTER, 

the strictest economy. It was voted to General Cushman of Guildhall or-
raise $ 11. to defray town expenses. dered Ollt the Brigade of Militia to 

The inhabitants, 9.1S0 conducted their muster in October 1824, at Sutton.-
affairr; or. the old Puritanic principles as The field used for parade and (lrill ex
will be seen by vote at March meeting, tended from the road leading north fl'Om 
1811, "that rams shall be secured from the Village to and including the farm 
the 1st day of September until the 20th of Corydon Parker. I do IIOt think a 
day of November and if the said own- better field of land could be found in 
ers of rams shall let them said rams run this part of the state for such a pur
into the inclosures of any persou said pose, but the accommodations in this 
rams to be forfeeted to the persons into town were very small to entertain five 
whose mclosures they shall break. and thousand men, and the weather being 
if the said person into whose inclosure cold caused considerable suffering; ~till 
they shall break shall give up said rams the people did everyhing possable to 
to the owner, the person so /living up make them comfortable. Our clothier, 
baid rams, shall forfeit and pay to said' Mr. Holmes, loaned w~bs of cloth to 
town five dollars." cover them at night ;set the men were 

The people have ever been willing to exasperated at the General for calling 
support the government with men and them so far, some over 70 miles, there 
means; not only in the last war, but in were threats when they went into a 
the war of 1812 with England. There sham fight they would kill him.
never was but one draft of men in this On the last day of the muster the brig
town: that WIIS when the general draft, ade were drawn up in two file~ and or
as an experiment was made in the late dered to fire at the General's horse's 

war, and if we had had an opportunity tail as he rode down the centrE;. He 

to flll the call there would have been no heard bullets whistle by him as he rode 

occll,sion foJ' it. along. He did not try it but once; after 
that he rode in the rear of his men.IN 1812, 

IN 1819:In a town meeting legally warned 
and holden, May 25, 1812, it was vo-I The town expenses were as follows, 
ted to buy 32 Ibs. of powder, 100 lbs. to wit: 
of lead and 128 flints. "Roswell Cheney for making Grand 

June 12, 1812, it was voted in town List $] '50. 
meeting that all of their men that went Benj. Campbell, settling with Town 
into the service of the United States in Treasurer '40 
the army, they should be compensate<1 Jllmes 'Vay, for services and neces
as those that did not go, saries furnished Taylor Norris $ 7,76 . 

• 
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Thcmas True, services $ 5,56. 

Jacob \Vebstflr, articles furnished, 
'Taylor N orri8 $ 4,00. 

Jokton Putnam, services $1,75. 

Ira Goodrich, services and artides 
furnished Taylor Norris $ 7,17. 

Caleb Fisk, services $.1,22. 

Andrew Brown, services '50. 

.Jacob Shaw for settling with treas
.urer. '50 

Amount $ 33,36. 

These statistics are an average neith
'er higher or lower. 

The above expenSes did Dot include 
the building or repairillg the roads 
bighways. 

CHURCHER. 

The first church in town was th" 

FREE WILL BAPTIST, 

-it was organized by Elder Eliphalet 
Maxfield, July 30, 1800; J o~hua Horr, 
John Atwood, David Norris, David 
Bean, Zebulon Norris, Hannah Horr, 
:six original memBers. John Atwood 
wa~ chosen clerk. 

The Creed adopted was these words: 
-', And it appears the spirit of truth was 
working with the children of men and 
we would say as lasiah did "Behold, 
'God is my salvation, I will trust and 
,not be afraid for the Lord Jehovah is 
my strengthl and my song, he, also, is 
beNlme my salvation." 

At the next monthly conference, Jo
'siah Norris, Lois Richardion and Han
nah Bean joined the little church, and 
-at the monthly conference in October, 
Joseph Richardson and others joined, 
and Joshua Horr was elected deacon.
Here the record is so obliterated by 

'newspaper clippings pasted upon the 
leaves by Eugene 1\-1. Campbell to make 
.a scrap-b0ok, that we cannot iearn 

anything more of the pioneer church, 
for about two years. 

In 1802 was the quarterly meeting for 
setting apart of Eliphalet Maxfield for 
the work whereunto the Lord would 
have him." 

At a monthly meeting in l\1ay 1802, 
the church voted to reject Stamuel 01'
cut in the following words: 

"Srate of Vermont 
Friend Samael Orcutt, 

'Whereas we ha ve taken all the 
pains and used all the means necessa
ry to reclaim you from your fall from 
the holy confession and solemn engage
ment that you made with us in broth
erhood for to keep up the public wor
shi of God and to walk in the laws and 
ordinances of our Lord J\,\sus Christ, 
and to watch over us anti we over you 
done by revaulted to our grief and we 
are sorry that your abstenance is such 
such that we at·e brought to the disa
greeable necessity to reject you off from 
your membership for it is like cutting 
off the Right hand. or plucking out a 
t"ye but in honor to the cause of Christ 
and our duty to you we do solemnly 
withdraw the hand of fellowship from 
you and you to be no more a member 
of this church until you return Ly re
pentance for which we pray God to 
give you repentance to the acknowl
ment of the truth as it is in Christ Jesus 
our Saviour 

Billymead May 27" 1 802 
Signed in behalf of the Church" 

John Atwood Church Clerk" 

REV. AlIlOS BECKWITH IN SUTTON. 

During the year 1802, Amos Beckwith 
a Baptist clergyman with Calvinistic 
proe}ivities came into tOWD from Put
ney, Vt. and held meetings in a log
school-house ncar what if now known 
as the Powers place at Sutton Corner• 

......, 

• 
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Holding many Calvinistic views, yet 
according to Calvin's principles not 
strictly orthodox, was Mr. B. 

In April] 803. t.he church was padi
lIlly re-organized: no doubt to sec 
they (:ould not all be united iu one body 
under the following covenant, Amos 

Beckwith, moderator. 

"First. that it is the duty of all 
Christians to join togathar in solemn 

covenant to keep up the public worship! 

L 

f Christ. 
Second That we mllst be agreed in 

the commands of Christ or we cannot 
be bretheren in visable unity. 

I 

" Third. That we are agreed the scrip

tures are the only rule for the Chris-I tian clmreh to make her appeals to and 
in case of controver!lary of any matter 
adsing not determined by the scrip
tures the major may fIlle the miner. 

t · f h h hIon 0 t e c urc . 

Fifth. That we belelve the only mode 
of baptism is by immersion it is not 
our minds to reeeive any member into 
this church to the grief of any of the 
bretheren 

CHGROR OOVENA:s'T: We now in the 

SUTTON. 

ed themselves the Free Willers. and 
held their meetings in a log school 
house near the forks of the highway 
just north of where A. H. Ball now 

resides. 

Their discipline was strict and un
yeilding. A member transgressing in 
any matter, though of minor import
ance, if it was contrary to discipline, 
was sure to be labored with as may he 

dience to his commands endeavoring to 
promote each others spiritual and tem
poral happiness according to the gifts 
and graces that God giveth still looking 
for more light and Glorious opening of 
the seriptures until to coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. X" 

At this meeting they chose Thomas 

Colby and Enoch True deacons, and 
Bradbury M. Richardson, derk. 

I do not think all the old members 
of God and walk tO!5aher in the orden-i joined this ne" organization, or if they 
ances of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Idid they soon formed another and call

Fourth. That a peroon may be ad-' seen by some extraets of letters and 
mitted a member of this church upon records: 

his or her confession of their faith in "'r 1\£ H Bo . oses . rewer 
our Lord Jesus Christ upon satisfac-. f d 

thIS from yom once pro esse . . . 
bretheren the church of Christ III BIIly
mead. Whereas YOll gave yourself a 
member of this church and we prom
ised to take the watch and care of you 
we feel duty bound so to do Imd as 
you have withdrawn from UR and con
ductcd very perversely and talked very 

presence of the Great God in the faith' foolishly about brother David Beau and 
of our Lord Je);us Christ give IIp our- brothp,r Moulton M. Riehardson in 
selves to God and each other by the saying one would lye and the other 
will of God in solemn cO\~enatlt to would swear to it we look upon such 
watch over ourselves and each other things as. very unbecoming among 
in It)ve and to ktlep up the worship of bretheren therefore we hope and trust 
God submitting to the rliscipline of this in the fear of God we strictlyadmon
church as a part of Christ's material ish you to refrain from these things,. body to watch togather in the orde- and confess your fault and forsake evils 
nances of our Lord Jesus Christ in obe- and return again to the cause of God 

15 
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that you professed and your bretherell 
may God grant it for Christ sake 

Billymead June 10th 1803 by order 
of the church 

Thomas Colby" 
FOI~ NOT ATTENDING MEETING. 

To a member:-from a letter. 
"Remember that you are eternity 

bound· and that your soul is of Great 
value when once lost lost to an never 
ending eternity may God grant that 
you may consider on the things that 
make for peace before they be everlast
ingly hid from thine eyes" 

In 1809 John Colbv a son of Dea 
Thomas C~lby, comm;:ced preaching ~ 
there beinD' two seperate meetincrs he 

" "" endE',Ilvored to unite them and several 
meetinO's were held to see if the two 
could :ot be united. 

In October 1810, a meeting was he~d 
for uniting all the bretheren in one 
body. [They seemed to want to all 
come together, but somehow could'nt.] 

Finally, Oct. 21, 1810, the celebra
ted Ring Church was thus formed: All 
the bretheren and all the sisters of the 
two churches, or so many of tlWm, the 
school-house to which they came would 
not hold them; and the people all went 
out on to the Common and there held 
their meeting; and the young Preacher 
after delivery of a l>uitable address, in
vited all desirous of embodying in one 
chul'{'h to stand around in a circle that 
their names might be taken j and the 
number being one hundred and e1even 
that stood around in the circ1e, they 
there joined hands forming a continu_ 
ous ring and knelt down and agreed to 

walk together in love. 

In 1811, the church voted that when 
the church disowned a member, it 
should be made known in a public as
sembly. In 1812, one of its lll<lmbers 

was known to be under the influence of 
strong drink and the church voted, the 
member confessing to them, and then 
making a public confession, he should 
be received into f'ull fellowship or that 

the church would be satisfied. 

In the fall, trouble began to show it
~elf by Rev. Amos Beckwith olJject
lUg to have members cry out and shout, 
and by his belief that a (hurch should 
have other rules to govern them besides 
scripture, and this trouble or contro
,'ersary grew to such proportion, a 
new church was formed by Rev. A. 
Beckwith which continued its organi
zation ti~l . about 30 yt'~r.s .since when 
the remallllDg members Jomed the F. 
'"V B .. aptlsts here. The cause of the 
trouble can be better understood by 
producing the record, 1813 : 

"After opening the meeting by pray
er to God for wisdom thc church voted 
the scriptrures is a sufficient rule to 
govern the church." 

"Voted that they think Elder Beck
with is wrong ill saying the scriptures 
is not a sufficient rule for the church." 

"It was tried to see if the bretheren 
are agreed with Thomas Colby iIt say
ing tl.at Elder Beckwith was not sub
ject to the church; they are agreed he 
is not subject to the chureh. 
"Voted they are agreed with Thomas 

Colhy in his allegation against Elder 
Beckwith that hc has made division . 
among the people. 

"Voted they are agreed with Thomas 
Colby in saying that Elder Beckwith 
has broke his eovenant with the chureh. 

"Voted that they are agreed with 
Thomas Colby in his allegation that 
Elder Beckwith hal! set up a new church. 

"It was asked if they are willing to 
have a council? "They are church 
agreed to send to five different church
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1 es for a council of two members from wars. Nothing of any gre~t interest 
ell.ch church to come aud examinll into tra:1spired i~ the charch until Decem~ 
the doings of the church in Sutton.- , ber 27, 182" 

The council ea.me, July 1, 1814, but' ELISH4 BROWN 


nothing came of it as to settling the dif- asked a letter of diilmission to join the 

ficlllties. Methodists. It seemed at the time of 
But during the time the Baptists no great consequence, but to the Meth

were an uniten in one church and in the odists it was a great haul. He becam.e 
year 1812, Rev. John Colhy thought a quite noted preacher of that denoml

thf church ought to build a meeting nation. 


h01lse aud presented a plan of a house At this time they were also vexe(l by 

to them; bllt !IS many of them had not one member bringing a case of litiga
paid for their farms aLd there was rumor tion against another member. They 
of war with England, did not think best had several church meetings and called 
to undertake its erection at that time, a council to BettIe the mattcr, but with 
and Rev. Mr. Colby having some prop- all their wisdom, they did not, and 
erty, determined to build a house him- could not prevent litigation. This and 
self. He had one week before he was other dfficnltiesaroseone after the oth
going a journey as an evangelist, du- er and caused considerable trouble, 
ring that time, in May, he bought land and Rev. Jonathan Woodman formed 
to set the house on, contracted timber a new church and called it the Gener
for the frame, boards, nails, workmen, al Baptist. Here is a space of about 
and gave notice he would preach iu tue 10 years the church has no record and 
new house the last sabbath in the June some of the time did not belong to the 
following. At the end of the week, he Quarterly-meeting, and there was 110 

took his leave for several weeks, but re- church represented in those gatherings 
turned ill season and preached in the unless. it was the uld one, known as 
new meeting-house, ,Tune 28, 1812, al-' Rev. David Cross' church, and Rome 
though the house was uot iinished for think this mUl!t have heen the case, bnt. 
about two years after; and he farther as the writer has nO record, and as no 
says: I i;)ok more pleasure in seeing one can tell where one may be found, 
my properly laid out in building a we must go by tradition. During this 
house to wor~hi~ Go~ in t~au any ~ld Itime or in 1832 
miser ever dId III fillmg hIS bags wIth, 

, THE WHITE CHURCHsilver and gold. . . 
or meetincr- house was bmlt and dedi-

In Nov. 1814, the church had labor cated. October 1837, twellty persons 
with James Way and he agrees to dis- . met at the house of Stephen Eastman 
continue buying and selling cattle to i with Rev. Joshua and Daniel Quimhy, 
thosc that he suspects are driving them Iand David Sweat and orgauized a new 
to Canada as it is a grief to the breth-I·church. Thus the 
ren for any to feed the British." The 

SECOND FREE WILL BAPTIST CHURCHchurch voted to be sati5fied on those 
conditions·; so it will be seen, that it was organized with Bradbury 1\1. Rich
tried to keep all within its body and ardson, deacon, he having been deacon, 
be loyal to our country in its trials and for a long time in the other churches. 
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~ Stephen F. Bean, was, also, elected at ed and he came back,-about 1850, and 
this organization for clerk. 

The church, now, made application 
and was received into the 'Wheelock 
Quarterly Meeting. It became active 
and zealous and grew in numbers. In 
1847. the General Conference of the 
Free Will Baptists assembJed here; and 
the talent of this denominaion in the 
United States were here, and the En-

Jhas Ii ved in town ever siuce except ten 
years in Lyndon. He thinks thE' church 
must have been ol'ganized in 1818. 
The original members. we cannot tell, 
but including those who joined soon, 
the following must be nearly correct: 
.Jeremiah and J osepb Parker and wives, 
Gleai50ns famil)" -six persons; Dr. J. 
C. Morrill's wife and her daughter. 

glish Baptists, also, sent two deligates Sally Morrill; Joseph and Samuel 
from England, Revs. Burns and Goad-
by. This seemed to infuse newenthu-
Biasm into the ch111'ch and their pros
pect lou ked bright. 

A few years since (1885) the Anni
versitie3 of the societies were held here 
by the F. W. Baptists, and the .people 

Bartlett and their wives; Martin How
a.rd's family, -six persons; Jonathan 
Powers, Phineas Stoddard and five of 
his sisters; ..:-Clark and wife and one 

daughter; William Hutchinson and 
wife; and Almon Mason and wife; 
Eben Richford and wife; Mary A. 

can well remember of hearing so~e of True, Elisha Brown,-afterward Rev . 
.the best talent in tile denomina.tion at 
that time. The church has been blessed 

with BOme of the best clergymen in the 
society; among whom was 

REV. JON"ATHAN WOODMAN, 

who commenced preaching in 1816, or 
about that time. He was connected 
with the church as an evangelist and 
pastor 29 years. He resigned his charge 
this spring, aged 85 years, having 
preached between 67 and 68 vears. 

'We will also mention in this connec
tion, Revs. T. C. Moulton, L. B. 
Tasker and Rev. Mr. Dame. 

The church now numbers abont 200 
members with Rey. F. L. Wiley as 
pastor, (1883.) 

METHODISTS. 

The records being lost by the deat!! 
of the recording steward, all the infor
mation received for this Soc~ety has 
been from Rev. Silas 'Wiggins, who 
came into town in 1820. He was COlJ

verted in 1823 and soon commenced to 
preach. He soon went to New Hamp
shire and preached until his health fail-

E. Brown; Alfred Holmes and wifl' and 
Silas Wiggins and wife, Samuel Dens -.,more and wife, Josiah Smith Itnd wife, 
Benjamin Streeter and wife, Benjamin 
P. Smith. Irena Fisl{, .Mary Bartlett, 
af'terwarrl wife of Rev. E. Smith; 
Susan Dalloff, Deborah Bartlett and 
Roswell Cheney and wife. 

'Vhen this church was organized, a 
certain number of preachers were sta
tioned over several towns: One preach i 
ed in Sutton one Sunday, and so on in 
every town in the circuit until he got J 
round. 

This District consisted of Sutton. 
Danville, Wheelock, Burke Lyndon 
and Newark. Among the first preach
ers were: 

Rev. Dr. Fisk: 

Rev. Orrin Scott: 

Rev. Newell S. Spaulding: 

Rev. Samuel Kelley: 

Rev. Samuel Norris: 

Rev. Justin Spaulding: 

Rev. N. W. Aspinwall: 

Rev. N. W. Scott, 

Rev. Israel Rust: 
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Rev. Eleazer Smith: 
Rev. Abel Heath: 
Rev. Edwal'd Kellogg. 

The above, I think, were all before 
1844, later were: 

Rev. P. N. Granger. 
Rev. David Packer: 
Rev. Dyer Willis: 
Rev. H. T. Jones: 
Rev. D. S. Dexter: 
Rev. J. S. Spinney: 
Rev . -Tarbell: 

Rev. Mr. Tarbell was the last M. E. 
preacher stationed here. This was a
bout 30 years since. The memoers by 
death and removals wers reduced to 
so few preaching was discontinued, and 
the meeting-house was soon disposed of 
and they remained without a house to 
hold meetings in. 

From 1812to 1B32 there was but one 
meeting-house in town, the Colby one, 
and when the Baptists were not using 
the Colby house, the Methodists had 
the privilige of using it. The best teel
ing existed between the Baptists and 
~Iethodists; hetter than existed among 
the members of their own society. 

The Baptists having a church-meet
ing at o:.e time, sent down to Doctor 
Morrill's who was town clerk, for a copy 
of the laws of Vermo;:t. Mrs Mor
ril, a smart, keen woman, thinking it 
might be well to read them a lesson, 
did up a bible and sent by the messen
ger to the turbulent meeting; and as I 
learn, it had a good effect and stilled 
the troubled waters. 

MRS. MORRILL 

while her husband wa~ thA town clerk, 
did all the recording, and, I think. she 
recorded 2.200 pages in that time.
She died a year or two since (1883) in 
California, aged over 80 years. 

In 1822 and in 1823, the Methodists 
held their camp meeting in Cabot, and 
the last year, 20 young persons from 
this town attended and were all con
verted at the camp-ground. 

The Methodists held a camp-met'ting 
in Sutton in 1851 or '52, with a good 
degree of interest. 

In 1882, they organized a church of 
14 members here and the Conference 
stationed Rev. H. P. Cushing for this 
t{)wn and West Burke, the meetings 
here being held in the Grange Hall, 
once in two weeks. 

SEVENTH-DAY BAPTIST AND ADVEN'r. 

During the preaching of Miller and 
Shipman, about 1842. some were con
verted to the Second Adveut faith. 

Some in 1843, looked so st:rong for 
the coming of the millennium they did 
not dig their potatoes, but when the 
year rolled round as u8ul:\l, instead of 
acknowledging their error they kept on 
and soon concluded the seventh day 
sabbath waS the proper one to keep. 

They claimed some prayer cures in 
support of their faith. 

Sarah Tilton who lived in this town 
had been unable to walk for about 30 
years, a man of this faith, Stephen W. 
Willey had a message or impression, if 
he should go to Mr. Tilton's and pray 
for her and command her in the name 
of the Lord Jesus Christ to get up 
and walk that she would be well. He 
did as impressed; she arose and walk
ed and was well. She went to her 
friends and tried to persuade them the 
Seventh Day Baptists as they called 
themselves were the chosen people.
She afterward married and has been. 
known to walk four or five miles in OLie 
day. 

This cure increased the membership 
of the society considerably at th.e time, 
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buL their course with their children, in! Jacob Webster, 17, 18: 
not allowing them to associate with the 
world, the name given by them to all 
not .of their faith, or belief, and not 
sendlOg them to school, was so repug
nant to the feelings 1)1' the children, 

as soon as they became of age they 
. fOl so ok the faith of their parents, by 

which with deaths and removals, and 
no new accessions, they soon run down 
and I think, there is now, but one Sev
enth Day Baptist in town, and she 
nearly 80 years old. 

LISTERS. 

John Anthony, 1794, '95, '96,1802: 

Samuel Cahoon,,, "" 97 

Samuel Orcutt,,, " " " 98, 
1800, 1, 2 4: 
Joseph Richardson, 1797, '98, '99, 

1800: 
B. ]\-1. 

" 1798, '99, 
Peter Atwood, 1795: 

James Cahoon, 1801: 

John Atwood, 1801, 9: 

Samuel D. Blake, 1802, 4 

Caleb Fisk, 1803, 4, 5, 6, 11, 13, 20: 


Thomas Colby, 1803, 23: 


Jonas Goodell. 1803, 5 6: 

Enoch True,1805, 6, 8: 


Dan Dickinson, 1808: 


Jacob Shaw, 1808, 9, 10, 13, 15: 


Jethro Sanborn, 1809: 


Jonathan Colby, 1810, 11, 12,13. 16, 

17, 19, 20: 


John Orcutt, 1810: 


James Way, 1811, 18. 19, 22: 


James Campbell, Jr. 1812, 13, 14, 16: 


.Joshua Stoddard, 1812, 14, 24, 37: 


Andrew Brown, 1814: 


Lyman Powers, 1815: 


Bala Orcutt, 1816,17, 19: 


Roswell Cheney. 1818: 

Ira Goodridge, 1820, 21, 23: 

John Beckwith, 21, 27, 32: 


. 
I~uther Stoddard, 1821: 

" .Jacob Blake, 18, 22, 25, 26, 28,31, 

32, 33, 35: 


Nehemiah Sha.w, 1822, 1841: 


Jacob C. Morrill, 1823, 28, 29, 30,31, 

33, 34, 36: 


Jacob Brown, 1821: 


Stephen Eastman. 1824: 

Stephen Eaton, 1825: 


Jonathan Brown, 1825,26,27,29: 


Josiah Rawson, 1826: 


Thaddeus Curtis, 1827, 29, 38: 

Jeremiah Parker, 1828 

Martin Way, 1830, 37: 


Nathaniel C. Kibbey, 1830: 

1800:! Josiah Willey, 1831, 33, 38: 

. 
Wells Way, 1832, 34, 35: 

H. W. Easterbrook, 1833, 55: 

Jonathan Richardson: 1834, 35, 36, 
39, 41, 42, 51: 

James Ruggles, 1836, 44: 


William Hutchinson, 1837, 42, 43,47 

~fark Hill, 1838, 3\J: 

Owen Brown, 1839: 

James Ingalls, 1840: 

John Ladd, 1840, 48: 
\Joshua Stoddard, Jr. 1840: 

David Griffin, 1841,42,43, 47: 

Jenks M. Putnam, 18~3, 44, 45: 

Asa Masten, 1844, 51: 

Wheaton Campbell, 1845, 46: 

Thos. J. Barker, 1845, 46, 47: 

Eleazer Ball, 1846, 60, 61: 

Ralph Jacobs, 1848, 49: 

J'onathan Eastman, 1848, 49: 

Daniel G. Shaw, 1849: 
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Samuel A. Evans, 1850: 


John C. Libbets, 1850, 52, 53, to 61: 


Allen B. Curtis, 1850, 53, 62,79: 


John Me.Neal Jr., 1851: 


John True, 1852, 53, 54, 58: 


Nuthaniel Noyes, 1852: 


Hosea Cobleigh: 54, 55, 56 57: 


WIll. F. Ruggles, 1855, 55, to 63: 


Jonathan Powers, 1855 : 


Jacob 13. Gordon, 1856, IH, 62: 


Jonathan Davis, 1859, 70: 


Eben Clough, 1863: 


TOWN TREASURERS. 

Enoch Blake, 1796, l.}7, 1800, '01 '02: 


James Cahoon, 1798: 


Samuel Orcutt, 1899: 


Thomas Colby, 1803, '07, '08, 10, 11, 

18: 


Caleb Fi"k, 1806 : 


Jacob Shaw, 1812, 13, 14, 22: 


Andrew Brown, 1815,16,17, 19 20: 

James Way, 1821 : 


Thomas True, 1823, to 36 and 1852: 


William Hutchinson, 1837,t044, 1845 


N. K. Campbell, 1863,67, 68, 78,81, Ito 1851: . 
82: Amos HIll, 1844: 

Silas Roundy, 1863, 64, 65, 66, 68, IJohn C. Blake, 1855, 56: 
69 78, 81: 

A. H. Ball, 1864, 65 : 

n. E. Ruggles, 1864; 65: 

John W. C(llby, 1866, 67,71,72: 

C. W. Willey, 1866,67,70: 

David Jenness, 1868,69: 

Wm. A. Densmore, 1869: 

Daniel S. Frost, 1870 to 73: 

Wm. R. Roundy, 1871. 72: 

B. 1\:1. R. Willey, 1873, 74, 78, 81, 82: 

S. J. Whipple, 1873, 74: 

H. F. Barker, 1873,74: 


Harlow Easterbrooks, 1875 : 


L. J. Hall, 1875 to 78. 


L. W. Gordon, 1875 to 78 : 


Geo. W. Bridgrllan, 1876: 


Charles Clark, 1877: 


John Darling, 1879, 80, 83" to 88: 


F. W. Barker, 1879: 


J. E. Willard, 1880, 83, to 89 : 

S. M. Bartlett, 1882, 83: 

D. E. Kimball, 1884 to 89 : 

G. M. Campbell, 1887 to 89: 

Mark Hill, 1857 to 60: 
.T. H. I. Richardson, 1860 : 

.Iona. " 1861 : 

William A. Densmore, 1864, 65 

J. C. Libbets, 1866 to 70: 

Geo. L. Bradley, 1870 to 72 ; 

Asa S. Taft, 1873 to 76 j 

R. D. WilSOll, 1876 to 81 ; 

M. A. Campbell, 18 to 8; 

CONSTABI..ES 

Jeremiah Washburn, 179, 95, 

Samuel D. Blake, 1796, 97, 99 02, 03, 
04,05, 09, 12,13, 20; 

Benjamin Rowley, 1798 j 

,Ios"ua Horr, 1800; 

Samuel Orcutt, 1801: 

Levi Silver, 1806 ; 

Abial Goodell. 1807; 

Burton Carpenter, 1808; 

Ira Goodridge, 1810; 

Thomas True, 1811 j 

John Beckwick, 1814, 21, 22; 

Jockton Putnam, 1815, 16; 

Roswell Cheney, 181; 

James Campbell, Jr. 1818; 
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Jacob Webster, 1819; 


Jonathan Brown, 1813 to 26 ; 


Bradbury Richardson, 1826; 


Geo. W. Brockway, 1826 ; 


James Morse, 1831; 


Gilman Gale, J832; 


HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

a m!l,n that fills his oftlcc well, taken a lively 
interest in the history of his town. 

His History opens very like a town clerk, a 
little like a politician: Page 4, with a peep at 
a tax list in 1803,- 1804,- 1805,- 1806. A bit of 
the record first, and the bit One that suggests, 

Our little town was hal'dly started in 1803, '06, 

you should not expect too much from us; and 

Nathaniel Glidden, 1834 to 45 and in Ias the curious like to know the cause, more 

1854 61; 


Alfred H. Bartlett, 1845,51; 


Thos. J. 1851 to 54,
" 
Alexander Page, 1861 to 64; 

Geo. W. McGaffey, 1864 to 1868; 

H. L. Gilman, 1868; 


John E. Willard, 1869, to 71 ; 


Charles W. " 1871 to 85; 


M. A. Campbell, 1876, 77; 


B. S. Forbes, 1879; 


G. M. Campbell, 1885 to 1888; 
TOWN CLERKS. 

James Cahoon, 179·1 to 99, 1801, 2: 


Samuel Orcutt, 1799, 1800: 


Caleb :Fisk, 1803 to 1808, 12, 13, 15, 

to 1820: 


Burton Carpenter, 1808,09, 10, 11: 


Ezra Child, 1814; 


Jacob C. Morrill, 1822 to 35: 


• James B. Ashley, 1835, 36: 


Adna C. Dennison, 1837 to 42: 


Nehemiah Shaw, 1842 to 1850: 


Abel B. Blake, 1850, 51 : 


R. D. Richardson, 1852: 


J. H. 1. " 1853,61 : 


David Powers, three months: 


Wm. A. Densmore, 1861 to 71 and a 

part of 71: 


Geo. W. Colby, about three months: 


J. E. Willard, part of 1R71 to 1888, 
and now in office. 

[Th.. list of selectmen, for type.convenience, 
will be found farther over. Mr. Willard being 

made town clerk in 1871 has very naturally to 

and more as it grows remote, I will tell you. I 
regal'd that first anniversary of the old settler 

of 1806, held in Mr. Willard's house the cause. 
and this History of Sutton the effeet. Let us 
cultivate anniversaries of the early settlers, 
we will have 10001 history. Thus in this reo 

cord, we have or ourself given the Eastman 
Anniversary its early plaee, with the history 

of the churches, etc. thus fur. Upon the ne:x;t 
page, we will take np the charter and give 
the ballanee of minute and faithful record 01 

early settlers preservfl,l in this town.-Ed. 

LINES To THE FRrENDS 

OF FRED F. McINTIRE, 

Who (lied Jun(\ 4, 1886, at Haverhill, N. H., 

aged 29 years. 5 U10nths an,. 6,lays.* 

Lonely, sorrowing family groupe, 


Wife, moth"r and sisters. dear, 

Waiting and watching tenderly 


The loved, unconscious su1fereJ:. 


You were weeping round his pillow, 


For you knew that he must die; 

Itwas night within your bosoms, 

It was night within the sky• 


Hoping, looking and listening eagerly 

For a kind embrltce ltnd last farewell, 
But reason never more resumed its sway. 
Dear Fred silently, peacefully passed away. 

You'll sadly miss him from your group, 

Hi~joyous langh and gentle ways, 
The loss to you on earth so great, will be 
A gain for him of heaven and eternal days. 

In that bright home where loved ones wait 

And many waiting mansions are, 
My Father grant that you may dwell 

One happy family I-my prayer. 

J. E. WIT.LARD. 

*:rhis tribute which has been published in 
Notes by the Path ot the Gazetteer-see Vol, I. 
page 167, is reprinted here that it may appear 
in connection with, the History of Sutton,by 
speeial request of the friends.-Ed. 
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THE CHARTER OF SUTTON, 
was granted to Jonathan Arnold and 
his aSilociates by His Excellency Thom
as Chittenden, Governor of Vermont, 
Jan. 27,1791, on the following condi
tions: 

1st. For the purpose of settling a 
new plantation Il,nd a valuable consider
ation. 

2d. Reserving 1 seventy-first part 
for the first settled minister; 1 seventy 
first part for the County Grammar 
School; 1 seventy-first part for the 
support of English Schools; 1 seventy 
first part for a Seminary or College; 

miles four chains and 50 linkll to a 
bee~h tree marked BilIymead J Illy 22 
1788 Standing In the Sontherly line of 
Westmore eight Chains South east 
from the Westerly corner thereof 
thence South 45 Ds east eight miles 12 
Chains and Sllinks to a Spruce tree on 
flat land Marked Burke North corner 
Standing in Southerly line of Newark 
thence South 20 Ds West six miles 2 
chains and 80 links to a Stake 7 Jinks 
south from a little beech tree Marked 
Burke, Billymead 1787 Standing in 
the north line of Lyndon thence ~ orth 
70 Ds West two miles and 64 CIJains 
in said north line of Ly[ldo~l to the 

1 seventy first part for the support ofi bound began at containing twenty three 
the social worship of God" • thousand and forty acres and is call eO 

The two seventy-first parts for the and shall be known by the name of the 
College and Grammar Schonl were to: township of Billymead." 
be under the charge' 01' control of the 
Legislature of the State which gave 
them to the University of Vermont at 
Burliugton and the Grammar Schonl 
in Caladonia County which was located 
at Peacham: the other three seventy
first parts to be under the control of the 
selectmen (in trust.) 

3d. The proprietors are empower
ed to rlispose of one seventy-first part 
fot' the encouragement of erecting a 
gristmill nnd saw-mill, and are, ttlso, 
empowered to set out the several sev
tenty-first part~ in such places as will 
best encourage the settlement of the 
town, giving quantity for quality, so 
that some of the public rights contain-
cd more than 1000 acres which could 
be easily done from the peculiar sltape 
of the town which can be seeJl by the 
survey, as follows: 

"Beginning in the Northwest cor
ner of Lyndon being a beech tree mark 
Lyndon Corner July 1st 1787 I A Bil
lymead Corner 1788 and running 

THE :FIRST PROPRIETORS MEETING 

was held at the house of Jonatilan 
Arnold in St. Johnsbury, Orange Co. 
(then), Aug 6, 1787, Jonathan Ar
nold, moderator, and Joseph Lord the 
clerk, pro tempore. Voted: JOl:athan 
Arnold shall procure a surveyor and 
other persons to survey and layout 
the township into lots and a tax of £2 
and 8s. on each right to defray the ex
pense. 

The next proprietors meeting was 
held at the same place, Mar. 31, 1791, 
Eld. Philemon Hine, moderator, J 0
seph I.ord, clerk, pro tempore. 

Voted: That the return of survey 
and Plan returned by James Whitelaw 
Esq., Surveyor General be approved 
and accept('d and that the draft of the 
several lots or Right~ be made agreea
ble theret.o that the proprietors may 
hold the lots by them respectively draf
ted forever hereafter in severalty.
Passed. 

Voted: That previous to each draft 
North 6 Ds. and 15 minutes west 10 the public Rights and mm Right be 
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pointed out and assigned and entered draw the same according to the pres
on said plan; and that the Rights so ent bounds and lines any difference a
pointed out and assigned be con!lidel' foresaid Notwithstanding and it is fur
cd in severalty and so held to the re ther voted that all other lots and rights 
spective uses declared in the Charter of be held agreeable to the present corners 
said township forever. Passed. boUlvis and lines however they may be 

more than the common average quanVoted that the Right oNo. 69 be the 
tity such allowances being designed toCollege Lot; No. 68, County Gram
compensate for disadvantage· of situamar School Right. No. 67 be the Right 
tion, mountains and other inconvenifor maintaining and the supporting the 
ences which attend them. Passed. social worship of God in said town

ship. No. 33 be the town Rohool Right Voted: that Daniel Cahoon, Jr. and 
and No 34 the Right for the nse of a Joseph Lord now prepare for and draft 
Minister or Parsonage. Passed. the several Rights amongst the propri

etors. Pas&ed."Voted: that No. 16 be the Mill 
Right and they and each of them are THE LOTTING. 

hereby assigned for those purposes for The draft being made, the numbers 
ever. Passed. of the lots drawn to each proprietor's 

Voted: that the :J\.Iill Right No. ] 6\ names were as follows: 

be ~d the same hereby is granted to Jonathan Ar~old, 55, 37, 62, 38, 
Damd Cahoon Esq., on the same 50 30 63 24 36 51 8 7 31, 28, 
terms and conditions tbat the mill Right 35: 59: 12 'and' 17.' ' , , 
in the township of Lyndon was grant- . . 
ed Jonathan Gould Esq. at a Propri- Cia:; and NIght::nga!e, 6~, 61,32, 
etors Meeting for said township of Lyn- and 0', 2, 23, 48, 09, 22, 4 i, 46 58, 
don beld in St. Johnsbury 18th day of 65,54,47,10,52, 1, 64, 20 and 49. 

June 1787 viz that he erect 'n' cause to William Rhodes 26, 27, 6, 4,29, 39, 
be erected a Saw ~Iill and GristMill in 18, 44, and 15. 
the township of BillYD?ead within one Joseph Fay, 11,42,14, and 21. 
year after twelve actual settlements Stony and Murry No. 45 ann 14. 
I$hall be made therein, Passed. 

Daniel Cahoon, No.3, 18. 
Whereas it appears from the Field 

Peter Chandler, No. 40,25.
Book of Snrvey returned .by the Sur- _ ., 
veyor that by some easualty in run-I Jonathan Jenks, No. 03,43. 

ning the lines that lots Nos. 42, 43,44, Cynthia Hastings, No.5. 
'

45, 46, 47, 48, and 49 are somewhat William Bowen, No.9 and ()6. 
less ( Oll an average about ten acrl'ls ) Edward Thurber, No. 70 and 71. 
than the other regular lots and whereas . 
't . t' h th . . The above and foregomg were pass-I IS uncer am were e errol' orlgllla- .. . 

.:Jd ·t 0 I d b tt d b t ed and entered at the meetmg aforesaId ed an I w u ea· enlle y grea 

expense to find and rectify the same I Attest Phiiemon Hine, Moderator, 

and whereas by taking a draft the i The above is a true copy from the 

(hance to each proprietor is equal and original. 

just therefore, voted: that the rights JAMES CAHOON, Town Clerk. 

be beld .by each proprietor who sball. March 2, ] 795. 


----_.,._._-_._-------------------- 



SUTTON. 

THE NATURAL HISTORY 

OF THE TOWNSHIP. 

SUTTON lies about 40 miles northeast 
of Montpelier and about 16 miles north 
west of St. Johnsbury Village. The 

The North Branch (of the rivel')I'ises 
in the towns of Newark and 'Vestmol'e 
and taking a southerly course, runs into 
this town and out, uniting with Mid
die Branch at We;;.t Burke Village.
There are a grist-mill and saw-mill in 

8urfaec of the township is somewhat Sutton on this stream, but are so near 
uneven although not as much so as 
some other towns:in the County, it lay
iug in four swells or ridges which are 
called South Ridge, Middle or Beech 
Ridge, East mdge and North Ridge. 
These divisions are made by the Pas
sumpsic River. The south branch of 
this river, called Callender river,(it is 
said derived its designlttaion, from a 
man by the Dame of Cal1~nder wh() fell 
into it when the town was being allot
ted by the surveyor) has its source on 
the east side of the town of Sheffield, 
and running in a southeasterly direc

to West Burke they almost seem a 
part of it. 

OUR SU'fTION PONDS 

Are ten in number, although from pres
ent appearances twe or three of them 
in a few years may only be mud or 
frog-ponds. 

Fish Pond and Duck Pond are nice 
bodies of water and abound with fish, 
though not as many as formerly. They 
lie well up on the mountain, some 200 
or more feet above the valley, and sev

. .eral thousand feet Ilobove the level of the 
tion across the south portion of the I ocean an~ dIscharge t~ell' .w~ters to 
toWll into the town of Burke. On this 
stream, at the present, time are 3 saw
mills, 1 carding mill, 1 grist- mill and 
1 carnage-shop. In some portions of 
the year, the water IS so low-as it is in 
most mountain towns in the state-but 
little can be done in the mills. 

Until about 1850, where the 
earding-mill now is there was a woolen 
factory whieh employed a dozen, or 
more hands, and on the opposite side 
of the river from the <factory were a 
saw-mill and a cabinet-shop, and just 
below the present grist-mill there was 
another much larger mill, which was 
burned down about twenty years sinee 
and the present one was then erected. 

The Middle Branch ( of the river)ris
es in the hills on the westerly side < of 
the town and fed by several ponds runs 
southeasterly a~rost Sutto~into Burke 
at West Burke Village. There are no 
mills on this stream, at present. 

the north mto St. FranCIS RIvel. 

The Lime Ponds, also, deserve spe
cial notice. The hottom of theRe pondg 
consists of a white marl, of which the 
early settlers in this and snrrounding 
towns made the putty for their win
dows and lime to lay their chimneys 
with and plaster their walls. 

THE OLD SETTLER'S LIME-KILN 

was made and lime burned Ly digging a 
hole in the side of the hill about 4 feet 
wide, 8 feet back and six or 8 feet deep, 
when it was walled up a layer of wood 
laid crossways the length of the arch
ways, then a layer of the marl, and a 
layer of the wood and a layer of the 
marl alternately until the kiln >vas full, 
when a)ire was set to it. It took sev
eral days to bnrn and cool down, but 
as soon as burned and cooled the set
tlers had a most excellent lime reaay 
for use. The writer has seen rooms 
plastered with this lime which have 
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have been used more than sixty years, 
in endeavoring to get mortar from brick 
t.'l,ken from old chimneys, has found it 
almosts impossable to seperate the mor
tar from the brick, taking many times 
a portion of the brick with the mortar. 
It is the opinion of some, if an oven 
could be so invented that this marl 
could be burned without its bein~ mix
ed with the ashes of the wood, it would 
be superior to any lime produced from 
stone. 

SPRINGS. 

There are in thIS township several 
mineral springs worthy of mention.
One is on the northerly side of what is 
known as the Lake Mountain. The, 
writer visited this spot, about ten 
years ago. He measured the spring 
and found the depth of the water a lit· 
tIe over 6 feet; its diameter 15 feet a
cross the surface. Watclling the white 
sand boiling up in the water over a 
space of several feet, he thonght that 
he never saw such It sight. 

In our midst, are the sulphur and 
the iron spring. 

THE SULPHUR SPRING 

is said to have large medecinl proper
ties. It is a water of excellent dri!lk
iug quality for those that like sulphur
ated waters. Some horses are very fOPd 
of the sulphur water. 

THE IRON SPRING, 

au invigorati.ng tonic fresh from the 
hand of )Iother Nature, is an excellent 
drink for either thirsty man, or beast, 
and delightfully refreshing to the inval
id or debilitated. 

THE ORIGINAL },'ORE~T. 

The natural timber was priucipaJly 
s)'camore, or the sugar maple, with a 
sprinkling of beech, birch and ash gen_ 
erally, but alongside the streams upon 

MAGAZINE. 

the banks are quantities of spruce and 
white cedar. 

THE BANNER MAPLE SUGAR TOWN OF 

VERMONT. 

Sutton, it is understood, is the larg
est maple-sugar producing town in the 
State. and perhaps, the largest in the 
(J nited States. In the spring of 1874, 
more than 140.000 pounds was made, 
and one year since, the produce was 
larger than in 1874. 

In School District No. 6 of 12 fami
les more than 28.000 pounds have been 
made in a sinl-de season. 

NOTE FROM THE PUBLISHEU: If you 
will send me the name of the man who 
has made the most maple-sugar in your 
town, I will print it here; for he has, 
probably made the most maple. sugar of 
anyhody in the world, the sngar-maple 
being a native American tree. -, 

I have headed the record of your 
sugar-making modest.ly, "The Banner 
Maple Sugar Town of Vermont" when 
it might have been written: The Banner 
l\faple Sugar Town of the World.-Ed. 

ANSWER: The following list will • 
show the largest Rugal' producers and 
the most produced in a single year by 
auy one: 

C. W. Willard, 7.0£10. lbs. 


Jona. Eastman, 4.500. " 


Alfred Allard, 3.500. " 


G. R. Willard, 5.000. II 


Arch Craig, 3.000. ,,-about. 
 " 
D. J. Ball. 3.000. " or more. 

H. S. Forbes, 3.000. ,,-about. 

l\Ies~rs. Ball and Forbes do not know 
the amount made. Their orchards 
consist of 1.800 to 2.000. tre('8. 

Our sngar is made nearly all of it in 
this County, dry or what is known as 
stirred so that it is put iuto flour bar

http:modest.ly
http:invigorati.ng
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Samuel, Senior, lived pere forsomerels and headed up, and is no,w shipped 
years and removed to Boston, Mass. toto Chicago. What they do with 80 milch 
live. Only two of his descendent withmaple sugar is somewhat of a mystery. 
their families now reside in town, his Some say it is used in spirituous liqnor, 
grandson, Samuel Orcutt and great

look of age, others that it id used ill 
especially for brandy which itgives the 

grandson, Harrison Orcutt. 
glucose. JOSHUA HORR 

THE FIRST OPENING .1 settled on the place where ehas. Hack-
in the Sutton forest was made by Chae:. ett commenced (the Brockway place)he 

•lived there several years and then wentH ket on the pace known as the WItC I m. . 
" . 1~91 92 btl to Canada. Some saId he was a goodBrockway larID III , ,or ,u . . 1 

ChrIstIan, others. that he was It erue
think, he never moved here. d b d 

Those that came and settlecl in the 

years 1792 and 93, IIp to 94 were: 

Jeremiah Washburn, who located on 
right No.2, on the tarm now owned by 
J. 'V. Colby. Thomas 'Washburn, his 
son, was the first child born ill town, 
Jan.17,1795. ltisnot easy to find from 
what place they emigrated. It was 
customary then to give a 50-acre lot to 
each settler unitl the reqnsite number 
~hould become residents to fulfill the 
cenditions of the charter, and when 
.they re'.~eived their deed they were set 
up as residents of BiUymead, now Sut
ton. 

SAMUEL ORCUTT 

an a man. 
PHILIP BEAN 

settlcd on the place now owncd by C. 

W, 'Willey, but lived there only a few 
years and moved away. 

ELIPHALET MAXWELl, 

and his two sons settled on the place 
noW owned by Reuben Ellis' estate, be
tween the flum owned by C. W. Wil
lard and the old vVm, Green farm ; and 
the place is now sometimes called the 
old Maxwell place. Eliphalet, Sr. was 
called Elder Maxwell, but I tuink he 
was never ordained by any soci~ty.
The Maxwells lived here a number of 
years and then the family becamescai

, teredo 
COmes next, It blacksmith, who settled: SIMON BRlER 

on the place where S. S. Doud now Ilocated on a tract of land near the res. 
lives, on right No. 14. He married 
Elsie Brown of Kilery, .Me. Children: 

Hannah, Ephraim, Samuel John, Su
sannah, Bela, Lydia and Betsey. 

Ephraim married Christiana Willey, 

Feb. 19, 1798, and settled on the ridge 
of land south of S. S. Doud house. 

John was a blacksmith. He'moved 
to Lyndon, and afterward became a 
clergyman. 

Bela married j raised a large family 
of children j died at South Barton, 
several years ago. 

idence of.JeSii'e Ainger on the South 
Ridge, but he did not stay there more 
than a year or two and made another 
pitch near the sugar house of Ora S. 
J esseman; bllt being a, man of shiftless 
habits soon left and was lost t:-ight of. 

CAPT. JOHN ANTHONY 

came from VVoodstock and married a 
sister of the Cahoons and se~tled in the 
field of M. A. Campbells which lies on 
the road leading off from Sutton to 
,West Burke. The log-cabin st~od near 
the apple trees in the field. He lived 
there only a short time and sold to Dea, 
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True. This was the first opening north 
of Callender's River. 

JAMES AND SAMUEL CAHOON 

clime from Winchester, N. H. and 
settled on the farm now owned by J. 
E. Willard. The house stood in the cor
ner of the field west of the road. The 
first town-meeting was held in this 
house and the first church was aiso, or
ganized there. The Cahoons built the 
first saw and grist mill in town it was 
built in 1795, and stood in the field of 
G. R. Willard southeast of the bridge 
at Sutton Hollow. The crank of the 
wheel thair carried the saw-mill wad 
drawn on a hand-sled from New Halfip
shire. Afterward the mill came into 
the possession of Deacon. True. And 
when one of his customerb was wait
ing for hi.. grist to be ground he said 
to the Deacon, I could eat it faster than 
you grind. How long? said the Dea
con, Until I starve to death, said the 
man. 

How many years this mill stood can 
not now be ascertained; but some time 
after a saw-mill was erected where the 
mill of Freeman Hyc.e's was and a grist 
mill on the site now of the grist-mill of 
O. E. Bundy. 

Samuel Cahoon and James continu
ed in company It few years and then 
dissolved partnership. Samuel remain
ed on the old place until about 1807, 
when he committed suicide by taking 
opium. It is said that some of his sons 
became influential men. 

James Cahoon married Betsy Blake, 
Oct. 11,1797, which was the first mar
riage in town. James moved after the 
partnership was diE'solved to the place 
nowowned by Mrs Josephine Lee, and 
kept a grocery or store in a small buil
ding, which stood near the dwelling
house of T. J. Barker's. He was a very 

intemperate man. His habit effecting 
his eyes, his physician told him unless 
he reformed he would be blind, he ap
peared to give up his drams for a time, 
but one day, he mixed a bowl of bran
dy, set it down and went out of tl.e 
room. He soon came back and taking 
up the bowl of punch saying "go it, 
eyes I" drank it off. He soon died of. 
delirum tremens, in 1804, age 33 years. 

The children of James and Betsey 
Cahoon were: 

Charles Dyer, born May 10, 1800; 
became an eminent Presbyterian cler
gyman. 

Charlotte C., born, Feb. 15, 1802. 

HON. JAMES BLAKE CAHOON 

lived in Portland, Me. ; was Mayor of 
Portland at the time of the great fire 
in that city and in the strnggle to stop 
the ravages of the flames, he injured 
himself so that he died soon after, as 
I was informed by his son-in-law, Geo. 
C. Cahoon of Lyndon. 

BTLLYMEAD ORGANIZED. 

NOTICE: 

l<'OR THE ORGANIZA'l'ICN Of;' THE TOWN. 

"State of Vermont. j ,xTh 
Orange County, SS Il ereas 

application hath been made to me by a 
sufficient number of the inhabitants of 
the town of Billymead in the County 
of Orange and State of Vermont to 
warn a meeting of the iuhabitants '
thereof for the purpose of organizing 
themselves a~ the law directs. The in
habitants and the Freeholders of the 
town of Billymead are hereby notified 
and warned to meet at the dwelling
house of Samuel and James Cahoon in 
sltid Billymead on Friday the fourth 
day of July next at nine of the Clock 
in the forenoon of s'd .day to Choose a 
moderator to govern s'd meeting & then 



proceed to the choice of a town Clerk, 
Selectmen, Constable and all otper town 
officers which the law requires and 
may be thought nece~sary to govern 
and take care of the prudential affairs 
of said town and do any other business 
when they may think nccessary. 

Given under my hand in Lyndon 
this eightcenth day of June Anno 
Domino 1794 

Daniel Cahoon Jnst" Peace" 

"July 4th 1794 

"Meet agreeable to the above 
warrant at the time and place therein 
mentioned and proceeded first to Choo~e 
.Moderator 

Samuel Orcutt was ehosen l\Ioderator 
(Samuel Oreutt, Eliphelet l\IA,xfield 
John Anthony, Samuel Cahoon, James 
Cahoon, Joshua Horr, Eliphelet Max
field, Jacob Maxfield, Simon Brier,) 
took the oath & affamation of aTlege
g'mcc and the freeman oath 

James Cahu'>n is chosen town Clerk 
&; Sworn 

Capt John AnthOny} . 
Mr Samuel Cahoon Cho~e ,Selectmen 
Mr Samuel Orcutt Sworn. 

Jeremiah Washburn Constable &; 

sworn" 

"Voted that the Selectmen, Listers & 
assessors of taxes be sworn" 

Eliphelet Maxfield } SurveyorJoshua Horr 
Philip Ban Sworn" 

"Voted that the meeting be disolved 

Samllel Orcutt Moderator 
Attest .James Cahoon Town Clerk" 

179.'i-S~TTLERS. 

Tbose that came in 1795 were tbe 

fOllowing: 

David Bean, who settled on the place 
now owned by his grandson. C, W. 

Willey. The honse stood in the field 
west of the bouse now on the place.
He was one of the deacons of the Free 
Will Baptist Church here a good many 
yeari, and Stephen, one of his sons, 
after the n.l:'ath of bis fatber was chosen 
deacon and held~tbe office until be went 
West about twenty years since. 

ELDER DANIEL QUINBY 

came from Sandwich, N, H. and settled 
on the place of A. H. BaH. He liv
ed their untIl 1799, when he went to 
Lyndon to live. He erected a saw-mill 
near where E. H. Butterfield lives. The 
dam was close to wbere the bridge is 
now, but tbe water-power was not very 
goo~ and the mill never did great 
business. 

BF.NJAMIN BOLEY 

as near as can be ascertained settled 
somewhere in the vicinity of A. G. 
Jenness. He lived there some years 
and in 1817 moved to the South Ridge. 
He owned a small plare near Lyndon. 
He lived ou the farm now owned by 
Harlow Easterbrooks. His wife being 
troubled with rheumatism prepared 
poke or garget root in alrobol and tak
ing a dose of it, went into ber loom to 
weave, but (lied soon from its effects. 

ENOCH BI_AKE 

eame frOID Moultonborough and settled 
on the place now owned by John A. 
Rice. He Was fitted for a pioneer. He 
soon became t~e wealthiest man in 
town. He built a framed house in 
1802, it baing the secon d in town, the 
first was built by the CabooDS. 'rhe 
Enos Blake house is now in quite a 
comfortable condition for a dwelling
houl'Ie, and baving belln orcupied ever 
SInce it was built: and now occupied 
by Mr. Blake. At the time it was built 
it was and for many years after, the 
best house in town. 
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Enoch and his wife, both, died of the 
scarlet fever. 

SAMUEL D. BLAKE, 

son of Enoch, came from Moltonbor
ough the year oefore his parent~ and 
brothers and sisters came, and commen
ced the opening which his father occu
pied. He made his home at Samuel 
Winslow"s then living in .Lyndou on the 
land now Qwned by Philo Graves, near 
the farm known as the Rice place. 

Young Blake taking provision Mon
day morning to last till Saturday night, 
stopping in the woods, preparing him
self hi~ meals through the week, with 
a few spruce and hemlock boughs for 
his shelter and bed, worked through the 
summer, returning to New Hampshire 
in the fall for the winter. In the 
spring of 1795, coming back with his 
father's family, he then commenced an 
opening for himself on right No. 18 on 
the place now owned by D. D. Hay
ward. 

For some time after the to\\ n was 
settled the inhabitants had to go to 
Barnet and St. Johnsbury to mill. On 
one occasiou, Samuel took his grist on 
his back and went by the spotted trees, 
the only road then, to mill. On his re
turn, it· became dark while he was in 
the woods and he lost his way some
where on the South Ridge. H", was 
somewhat disappointed at not reaching 
home that night, hc would have prefer
ed after hi:.~ long tramp a little supper, 
but as it was, accepted cir<!umstances j 
pitched the heavy bag with his grist 
at the foot of a tree for a pillow; bed
ded himself with his back to the tree 
and slept; he had camped out befortl; 
had a bear poked his nose against one 
of his limbs, probably, he would have 
sprang'llp and grappled him. If a bear 
or any wild beast of the forest scented 
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hig couch, they feared the hero that the 
summer before had been among them, 
slashing down the tall trees in their old 
haunts. He sll'pt unmoleste(l and when 
the light glimmered through the woods 
he took his bearings and soon found 
himself at home. 

He married a Lee and reared It large 

family of children, all of whom have 

mvved from towu. Two of them 


BENNETT AND ISAAO BLAKE 

went to Texas. When Isaac died, he 
lpft $100, the interest to be used in fix
ing up the cemetery I1t Sutton Village. 
Bennet and Isaac were both sons of 
Samuel D .Blake. 

STEPHEN BLAKE, 

another son of Enoch settled the farm 
where Mrs. Powell now lives: but af
terwards moved to the Village and 

....went into trade as It merchant which he 
followed for a time; sold his store and 
built a grist-mill at Sutton Hollow.
At last, getting old, he sold his mill and 
bought a few acres with buildings in the 
Hollow where he lived till his death. 
He was married three times. His two 
first wives were sisters, daughters of 
Dea. Colby .. His last wife waf> daugh
ter of Thomas Daloff'who survives him 
and still lives in town j and one of his 
daughters, the only one now living, 
married }\L A. Campbell and now lives 
in town. 

Two of his grandsons: 
". 

HON. G. H. BLAKE, 

is Editor of the Barton Monitor and 
has represented Sutton, his native town 
in the legislature, and Barton in the 
legislature, in both House and Senate. 

REV. A. B. BLAKE, 

brother of G. H. Blake, is a prominent 
Methodist minister in the St. Johnsbu
ry District. 
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ENOCH BLAKE JR. 

married a I~add and lived in several 
places and at last settled on the Gile 
place where he lived till his death, cauS
ed by a fall in the barn while doing his 
chores. His wife fell into the fire and 
burned herself to death. 

His son, Joseph E. Blake, and his 
grandson, H. A. Blake are the only de
scendants by the name of Blake in 
town although at one time there were 
more by the name of Blake than of 
any other name. 

EBENEZER BLAKE 

settled on the place now owned by Ste
phen C. Otis. He was a su,;cessful 
farmer. He lived the latter part of his 
life at the Village. 

JACOB BLAKE 

nearly all had the faculty to acquire 
large property while young or in mid
dle age, but came to be in limited cir
cumstances when old, as will be seen. 
The lslakes held considerable town of
fice-S e town officers. 

An anecdote is told of the Blake 
brothers: One of them having caught 
something in one of their excursions, 
they did not know what, sllirl Stephen, 
we will know when we get home for he 
has traveled, having been to St. J ohns
bU!'y, Lyndon, Wheelock and Sheffield.' 
Arrived at home, they wcnt to view it 
by lantern light and Stephen's descis
ion Wal' it was either a young bear or 
turtle-dove. 

BRADBCRY ~I. RICHARDSON 

camo form Moultonborough, N. H., 
and ~ettled on the farm where N. VV. 

lived with his father until the death of Dean now live!>. He like Samuel Blake 
his parents when he bought the plaee boarded with-Winslow in Lyndon and 
where A. H. Ball's old house stands. at the same time; but went home ev
He lived there a jpw years and then ery night and back every morning to 
moved to the Village and went into his work. He <'ommeneed the opening 
trade with his brother Stephen, whom cut in the field south of the road that 
he soon bought out, and took his leads to C. W. "Willey's. 

son Abel in as a partner under the firm Oue day while he and Samuel 'Vins
name of J. Blake & Son. About forty low had been notching trees for a drove, 
years ago they sold out and Abel went which is done by chopping a large 
to Gardner, ~:Iass., and afte:, to other number partly dow!l so that they will 
parts of the country. In ins rambles, all fall in the same direction, and then 
. he lost his prop<:rty and ()ame back.- take a very large one for tllC starter and 
He now lives in Bath, N. H. 

Abel has one danghter that married to 

A. J. Rennie and own~ one of the mills 
in town. 

chop so that it will fall on the next tree 
and so on until it will take them all in. 
Sometimes one drovc will Cover half 
an acre or more and in this wily no in-

Jacob continued to live in town till considerable amount of chopping can 
about twenty years ago; then went to be saved.) Just as .the drove was going 
Massachusetts and died there when a- they looked up and saw Elisha, a boy~ bout 90 years of age. of about fifteen years coming under 

.~ 
t 

As a family, the Blakes were well- the trees which fell on .and.killed him. 
fitted to settle a new country; as one of This was the first death 1U Billymearl. 
the relatives has said with capacious Bradbury wt!nt hack to New HaVlP
stomachs and large story tellers, also, shire after building his log-cabin and 
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married Sally Lee. Their children 
were ~ally, Bradbury, lVIalachie, Jona
than, Sayrles,.J udith, Joseph and Lucy, 
all of whom are now dead except Ju
dith, widow of Stephen Willey. 

here and then went back to Sandwich, 
N. 	H. again. 

After many years his son, Nathan) 
came back and finally located on the 

! road leading fl'om SlIttO~ to Lyndon, 
BradbUl'y lVI. was chosen deacon of on the place where his widow, Priscil 

the Free Will Baptist Church !\fter it 
was organized in 1800 and held that 
office until his death in 1848. He lived 
on the place where he commenced. In 
the latter part of his life he resided 
with his son, Jonathan, better knpwn 
as Captain. 

JOSEPH RICHARDSON, 

Son of Bradbury lVI. succeeded his fath
er as deacon and held the offiee about 25 
years. He married Lucina Allen of 
Whpeiock, and settled the farm where 
Riley their boy now lives. They had 
a large family. Threc of the boys, 
Bradbury••J ackson and George Rich-: 
ardson are pl'ominent homreopthy phy
sicians in New York City. 

Frances, daughter of Bradbury, mar
ried lVIoses H. Noyes and resides in 
town. 

Dea. Bradbury ~i. Was a. man that 
had not an enemy. He was ready to 
aid the needy, and his doors were open 
to accommodate aU of the new arrivals 
to his wilderness home until they could 
make or build one of their own. 

JOSEPH RICHARDSON, 

brother, Bradbury M., came fromSand
wich, N. H. sele~ted a lot and commenc
ed his opening on the road that now runs 
from G. lVI. Campbell's to the Wilson 
school-house. He built his lo~-cabill 
in the field near th~ west side of the 
Campbell farm on the north side of the 
road. While he was chopping!t clear
ing and building his house, his family 
lived at the house of his brother, B. M. 
Thi.s was the second opening on the 
north side of Callender's river. He lived 

la now lives. 
He was ill the Wal' of 1812 with 

the New Hampshire troops, and for 
several years before he died endeav
ored to obtain a pension, but never did. 
But since his death his widow has ob
ained one. 

With the Richardson family, as with 
many otthers, nearly all of tile de
scendants have gone from town. 

The highway tax in 1795, was £9 

ancl12s. Up to 1798, it was assesRed 
III pounds, shillings and pencl). 

At a meeting, Mar. 1, 1796: ...., 
"Voted that the inhabitant.s of this 

town shall from this time hence forev
~r make their ox-sleds four feet wide 
and any that is found' narrower shall 
be liable to have them destroyad by 
any person or persons that are inhabi
tants of this town." 

At the same meeting they raised a 
tax of $10 and Samuel Orcutt gave 
the town a sixpence for the privilige 
to colleet it. . 

It appear~ by the list of 1796, there 
were 2 horses, 5 yoke of oxen, 15 cows, 

....
18 acres of implOved land, 4 three
years-old, 10 two years-old 7 yearlings 
and 17 polls. .... 

Voted: that the saw-mill and grist
mill of this town built by Samuel Ca
hoon be accepted by the inabitants. 

1976: MOSES H. BREWER, twho came from Sandwich. N. H. He 
first located on the place of· Daniel 
Quinby He was in rather needy eir
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~umstances and moved from place to 
place. He was out in the war of the 
Revolution. One of his grandaughters 
married A. H. Ball and lived on the 
place where her grand-father first liv
ed when h" came into town. 

JACOB EDDY 

bought the place of Philip Bean and 
lived there a short time. 

SAMUEL HUTCHING 

eame, I think, from Sandwich, and as 
Daniel Colby's wife was his sis
ter, I presume that he came with the 
Deacon's family. He only stopped one 
season. 

CHARLES LIWNARD 

camp, from St. Johnsbury and settled 
I on or near tbe farm now owned by A. 

G. J ennesa. 

A few years after, his wife started 
to go hom their home over to a family 
tben living on 01' near the place of A. 
R. Stone's, to warp a web. She lost 
her way and for some days wandered 
about till so weak from hunger that she 
could go no fart,her, she sank down 
in despair. Sbe was found nine days 
after still alive on the hill neal' a spring 
west of th£' Stone place. Others say it 
was on this side'of themOllntain west 
of Willoughby Lake. 

i; 
ABNER ADAMS 

f came from Moultonborough, N. H. and 
settled on the corner of Right No. 45, 
the opening, not far, from the Joseph 
Barker place now olvned by Harrison 
Masuer, I think. He must have been 
poor, for I find by a vote of the town 
he was exempted several years from 
taxes. 

IN 1797 
PETER ATWOOD came from Sandwich, 

N. H. and settled on tbe place owned 
now by Ward P. Wllipple. He built a 

tavern and kept a public house there. 
He was active and energetic in busi
ness, loaning money to his less fortu
nate neighbors. He, also, bought and 
sold considerable real estate in town. 

A large number of Atwoods with 
their families came into town within a 

few years and when they commenced 
to leave, left as suddenly. 

JOHN CORLESS 

settled on the farm w here Ward R. 
Eastman lives. He married Susanna 
Blake, daughter of Enoch Blake. He 
soon sold this place and settled on land 
west of John B. Miles; his son lived 
there with him till his father's death. 
Sometime after he moved down on the 
valley road on the place now owned 
by his widow, Gracia A., where he liv
ed till about ten years ago his horse ran 
away and he was so badly injured, he 
diecI in a few days. 

JOHN LADD 

married Polly Colby, sister of Deacon 
Thomas Colby and carne from Sand
wich, in the winter, moving his family 
on a sled with two yoke of oxen. UpOD 
his arrival, he sold his oxen and pur
chased a tract of land where J. l\£. 
Pillsbury lives, and there lived until 
his death. His son, John, lived with 
his parents in their last yeal's, and until 
about 25 years ago when he came and 
lived in the Village. John, Jr. was 
highly respected by hIS townsmen, hav
ing held positons of trust in town many 
times, alway!'l witb credit to himself 
and benefit to others. 

SCHOOLS. 

At a town-meeting, Aug. 8, 1797, it 
was voted to divide the town into two 

Ischool-districts: 
DISTRICT NO. I. 

consisting of 8 voters, the area of 'a

bout 3.000. acres, (11 rigbts). The 
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school-house waR .built near the 
wry on the South Ridge on the west 
side of the road, leading from B. M. R. 
Willey's to Willard Baldwin. Noth
ing there now to mark the "pot except 
some cobble stone. 

DISTRICT No.2. 

consisting of 14 voters and an area of 
abont 20.000 acres, the vote was taken 
to build on the southeast corner of right 
No. 31. But some of the old residents 
say it was near the brook where Mrs. 
Olive Harris lives which is on right 18. 

Those that belonged in this Olive 
Harris district were 2 voters, where J. 
E. Willard lives; 3 Ri;;ht 29 ; in the op
ning where Ore S. Jesseman lives, 
Nos. 41, 42, rights, 1 voter; In an 
opening just beyond G.l\:!. Campbell's 
on Rights 32, 34, 2 voters; one vO.ter 
where Amos G. Jenness lives, Right 
55; 2 voters where A. H. Ball lives, No 
31; one in an opening in M. A. Camp
bell's field, toward Burke, right, No. 
18; one where D. D. Hayward lives, 
on Right18; one where A.R. Stone 
lives, Right 57; and one where John 
A; Rice lives, on Right No.3. 

Where Sutton Village is there was 
no opening at this time. The town
meeting was then held at this school
houlle instead of at Cahoon's dwelling 
house. 

IN 1798, 

JONAS GOODELL came and settled On the 
farm now owned by Harlow Easter
brooks. He lived there till 1807, when 
he sold to Jethro Sanborn and left 
town. 

DANIEL GEORGE and NATHANIEL 

WALl,ACE came here to live in 98, but 
they never owned any land here and I 
have no means of knowing where they 
located; yet ill the grand list. after, I 

find Wallace had improved land and 
George had a cow. 

JESSE ATWOOD 

eame from Saudwich, N. H. and set
tled somewhere near Ward P. Whip
pIes. I think, he must have gone ilJ 
with Peter Atwood. 

THOMAS COLBY 

came from Sandwich, N. H. and set
tled on the place !.lOW owned by M. A. 
Taft; think, he married Elizabeth At
wood of Sandwich. He must, I think, 
have been 45 years of age; he had nine 
children then, that came with him. 
He soon made a home for himself and 
family. In 1800, he bad 11 acres of 
improved land and one cow. In 1802, 
he had erected a framed house and fir.
ished it so it was assessed at $100.
His townsmen recognized his judge
IIleut and ability, both in regard t(. 
church and state. He representQd the 
town in the legislature and held other 
offices.-see the officerH lists. He was 
chosen deacon of the church, and per
haps, had more influence in that body 
than any other member. After some 
years, he gave his home place to Jona
than, his son, intending retiring from 
cares; from some cause as often hap
pens when the father gives up the man
agement to his boys, they SOOI1 disa
greed. so in this case, and the Deacon, 
so called, built the set of buildings 011 

the place now owned by Mrs. C. ,V. 
Willard and moved ther<: with his son, 
Thomas but misfortune seemed to over
take him, for Thomas soon dled.-· 
Josiah Colby, his grandson, married 
the widow of Thomas a~rl went there 
to live; but all was not pleasant, and 
Josiah removed, and J eilse, the Dea
con's youngEst son living, went home. 
He remained, but being lame did not 
prosper much. 
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The offices of trust the Deacon held 
were always filled to acceptance both of 
town and church. 

DANIEL COLBY, 

son of Thomas, Sr., married a Hutchins 
and settled in Burke. He built the 
Colby mills,-at present, only the house 
remains. One of his grandsons, Dr. 
G. W. Colby, lives in town, also, one 
of his great-grandsons, Harley R. Col
by, on the Jeremiah Washburn place. 

REV. JOHN COLBY, 

the 3d., son of Thomas, born in Sand
\wlCh, N. H., Dec. 9, 1807, came to 

Billymead,(now Sutton,)in 1788, and 
nothing is known of his boyhood ex
cept what is published 1ll his life by him
self and that not at hand. 

He was ordained, Nov. 30, 1809. 
He traveled and preached through Ver
mont, New Hampshire, and some in 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island and New 
York and, perhaps, in other states; at 
one time, he went into Pennsylvania 
and Ohio. 

He built the first meeting-house in 
Sutton. (See in church history page 16 
and 17, 18.) It was north of the ceme
tery and built with large, square pews, 
seats round the pew and meetings were 
held in it until the White Church was 
built when it was moved to the farm 
of Jerome Baily and used for a ilwell
ing house. 

Elder John Colby came home from 
his trips of preaching several times j 
at one time so feeble, he thought that 
h(=< must die; but after a time he be
lieved if Elders Charles and Nathaniel 
Bowles and Daniel and Joshua Quimby 
were to pray for him, he would recover. 

get well) and on the 9th., they four 
started for Sutton. 

During the night of the 8th., Colhy 
says: "I reflected I had been t,rying to 
regain health by following the direc
tions of one and another, and had never 
followed the directions of St. James, 
Chapt. 5: "Is any among you sick, let 
him call the Elders of the church-&c. 
He expressed himself to his father and 
said who shall go for them? His father 
said he would and was preparing when 
the four clergymen he had selected ar
rIved for the very same .purpose. But 
it is said the Rev. Charles had no faith 
at first; and that he said it was too 
much like raising the dead. But they 
all knelt down. The Elder Quimbys 
It·ad and Elder Xathaniel Bowles fol
lowed. The three first prayers were 
for faith for Rev. Brother Oharles, 
who continued in his unbelief until 
near the close of the third prayer when 
as he said he could hardly wait for the 
prayer to close. A~ soon as the oppor
tunity came, he commenced his prayer 
for Colby's restoration; and as Colby 
says before it was finished, all pain had 
left; his body and he was as free from 
it as ever in his life. He breathed easi
er, his cough began to abate, from that 
hour he commenced to amend. As soon 
as able he resumed his labors as an 
evangelist. In the fall, he started on 
a tour South and died at Norf(>lk Va., 
Nov. 28, 1817. 
1799: JVHN CAHOON 

eame from Winchester N. H. and set
tIed on Right No.3. The house stood 
on a road leading from where John A. 
Rice lives to Lyndon road near the 
Sulphur spring. He lived here only a 

it appears by the record, June 8, 1817, I few years and settled in Lyndon. 
Daniel Quimby believed that the two 

SAMUEL AMBROSE, 
Bowles, Joshua, Quimby and himself from Sandwich, N. H. made his pitcl] 
should go and pray for Elder John to on the farm where E .•1. Roundy lives. 

35 
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He did not stay long, hut S00n return- \ . JOHN ATWOOD 

'ed to New Hampshire. 

TAY1.0R NORRIS 
'began on the farm where Franklin O. 
.Berry lives and married Susanah Or
'Cutt, Mar. 12,1801. It was said that 
he was very poor. At one time he was 
working by the day fol' Stephen East
man, hoarding himself, Eastman said 
to Norris: "Why do you have so little 
energy? The reply of Norris was, "I 
could do as much as anyone, if I sat 
at your table." After this Stephen East
man carried his meals lkmiles to him, 
and after one or two days, !laid he nev· 
er had any better help than Norris.
We find some yearil after the town con· 
tributed to his support. He, I think, 
was the first one assisted by the town. 

DAYID NORRIS 

settled on the northeast corner of ri/!'ht 
No. 4·1, being a part of the Harrison 

Masner place. He sold his place to 
John Shaw and moved to Danville. 

JETHRO SANBORN 

boug!lt right 31 of Daniel Quinby, in 
1807, but sold aBd bougtit the farm of 
.Jon!:.s Goodell, then, at present of H 
Easterbrooks. He lived here until his 
death. 

William, son of Jethro, lived on the 
farm of his father some ypars but by 
some over confidence in the use of his 

name lost his proper.ty and his last 
days were spent in want. 

I.oaIlli E., grandson of Jethro, was 

came from Sandwich, N. H. and settl

•ed on the road that leads to J. ]\-1:. Pills
bury's. The house stood just below the 
orchard in H. S. Forbes' field. He liv
ed there until lIe bought the carding 
and fulling-mill at Sntton Hollow. He 
lived here, not many years, and mov· 
ed back to N. H.-the cause "ome dif· 
ficulty. See John Beckwith history. 

IN 1800, 

EZRA STODDARD settled on right, No. 
13. His house stood west of the 
road jnst north of the cemetery on the 
South Ri.dge. The I;oad rnn then from 
the Stoddard house to Samuel Orcutt's 
now S. S. Doud's. Stoddard, I think, 
was killed by the fall of a tree, a few 
years after. 

MOSES NOIUUS 

bought the Maxfield pitch. He soon 
removed to Danville and became a 
clergyman. 

W1LLIAllf RA1I1SEY 
came from 'Walpole, N. 'H., tought a 
part .)f Jethro Sanborn's land, and 
made his opening and hOHse on the pres' 
ent William Ruggles place. This 'was 
the first house erected at Sutton Village. 

JOHN NAS3-UTH settled near the Wil· 
son school·house. 

JOSIAH SlIlITH 

came from Sandwich, N. H. and set. 
tIed on the S. W.comer of right No. 
:W; the house standing in the field just 

in the 'Wal' of the Rebellion, being se-I north of the road that leads to Luther 
l{crely wounded, almost losing the use Battles. He lived there some years, 
of one hand. He married widow Z. W. and then he and his son, Enoch, bought 
Cll111pbell and they live at the Village, the present C. S. Taft place and built 
he receiving a pension of $ 30. per· the house and barn there; but sold out 
month. 

JAlI[ES BACON- a settler of 1800, I 
think, lived in the vicinity of A. R. 
Stone's. 

there and moved to the Village. Enoch 
starting a cabinet and repair shop, did 
nearly all kinds of wood.work for the 

•farmers. One of the most particular of 

http:proper.ty


SUTTtH". 

men about his work, con~equently, his I DAN DICKERSON 

labor was never very remunerative; isettled in the field back of the house of 
consequent of that, he never acquired. Willard Baldwin and it is part of that 

much property. farm. The road to Dickerson waS just 
Two of the three daughters of Enoch in the edge of the sugar-orchard, north 

Smith reside in town, MIS. E. W. of Baldwin's field. 
Brockway and G. N. 1r1.Bean; both of _ . I CALEB FISKtheir husbands manufacture carrIeags ; . 3 th d 

settled on rIght, No.3, on e roaboth turn 0 if good work . b t 
. leading to the depot. He was the es 

Mr. Brockway has the reputatIon of educated man that had as yet settled 
making as good W!lgons as can be pro- here and did a large proportion of the 

cured anywhere. town business for several years. He 
Fida, daughter of Enoch. is ateach- . was the first representative,(See list of 

er in Massachusetts. towllofficers.) selectman 14 years, the 

The town voted to build a pound 20 
feet square and 7 feet high and gave 
Charles Leonard 5 bushels of wheat 
for building it. 

AMASA HUTCHINS came and settled on 
the place where D. E. Ruggles lives. 

LEVI SILVER 

settled on the road leading from B. M· 
R. Willey to Willard Baldwin's. 

ARIEL GOODELL 

settled on a part of the farm where 
Willard Baldwin lives. The house 
stood near the brook. His son, Dan is 
living, with his son-in-law, S. S. Doud. 
He'mnst have received a settlement 
lot. He went to Westminster and Tobi
as Hanscomb. 

IN 1802: 

longest of anyone-A. H. Ball, next, 
11 years,-J. E. Willard 10 years. 

AMOS FISK, 

son of Caleb. drawing brick with two 
yoke of oxen, in crossing the bridge 
between L. J. Hall and C. S. Taft, it 
gave way and he was killed. He was 
buried in the Sutton Cemetery, his be
ing the first interment there. 

Soon. all that lJad been buried in dif
ferent places in town were taken up and 
buried in this ground, (thirteen in all,) 
and Rev. Amos Beckwith preached 
upon the occasion from the text; 
"And, I saw the dead, both small and 
great, stand before God." Rev. xx.12. 

CALEB FISK, JR. 

went to New York City and was there 
in the Custom House many years. His 
widow is, at present, living in town. 

PRISCILLA GLIDDEN 
ZEBULON NORRIS came from Lyndon. 

and settled on right No. 18, where G.\ carne from Sandwich, N. H. and pur
O. Eastman lives. He soon sold and. chased the Leonard place. One of her 

returned to Lyndon, but ina year or so Isons; ~athaniel Glidden, was deputy 

came back and settled wher~ his grand- ! sherIff, constable and collector manj/' 


son, D. G. Norris lives, although some Iyears. 

sa.y he lived on the place ownerl by F. ENOCH TRUE 


Roundy; if so it must have been after came form Sandwich, N. H. and pnr

he carne from the D. G. Norris place. chased the Capt. John Anthony place. 
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Later, he bought the Cahoon grist
mill. 

THO:lIAS TRUE, 

son of Enoch, came with his father, 
and bought 2 acres in the corner of 
right 30, extending 20 rods E. and W. 
and 16 rods N. and S., beingtlJe land 
where Judge Tibbets lives, of the hotel 
and store of L. J. Campbell's, and the 
S. N. Whipple and perhaps that of T. 
J. Barker, He and his son, Thomas 
had a blacksmith-shop and followed 
that trade as long as Thomas Sr. lived. 
After his father's death, Thomas farm
ed some and did some blacksmithing 
for a time; but finally abandoned his 
old trade altogether and devoted him
self to hi" little farm until a few years 
since he sold out and removed to 
Greenfield, Mass. 

LUTHER NICHOLS 

came from Washington, N. H. Heen
listed and was in the War of 1812 j as 
I learn, his marriage relations proved 
unpleal'lant. ':rhe last of his life he liv
ed with his nephew, Samuel Densmore. 
He died insane some 30 year5 ago. 

BENJAMIN AND EZEKIEL POWERS 

settled on the East Ridge,-the first 
pitch in that part of the to'Wn. I think 
they lived together or near each, I find 
by the list each had one ox. They did 
not stay long, Ezekiel going to Burke. 
One of Ezekiel's grand-daughter's lives 
in town, Olive E. Harris. 

Of Luther and William Tuttle, 
Jacob Kent, Benjamin Streeter, Ste
phen McCrillis and Allen Robbard the 
location cannot now be told. 

DANIEL CRAJlf 

came from 'Vaterford and settled near 
where Simeon Olcott lives. He did not I· 

stay but a few years 

REV. AlIOS BTWKIVITH 

came from Putney and bought the place 
of Zebulon Norris. (the G. O. Ea.st
man). He was the first settled minister 
and received the minister-lot, No. 34. 
It is said, that he thought the whole 
right was too much and he gave the 
town a deed of 172 acres off from the 
east end of the right, retaining 128 
acres of the west end. He continued 
to reside in town until his death which 
was caused by being thrown from his 
horse while returning from Burke near 
the unoccupied buildings on the H. S. 
Forbes place, Dec. 6, 1822, aged 68 
years. I learn he believed he had a 
warning of his death when sick about 
a year before. 

His son, living with his fathl!r, was 
away from home, the day of his fa
ther's death, assisting the stage in go
ing from Sutton to Lyndon down 
through Egypt. This was the first time 
t.hemail had been carried that way and 
a man, these days, went with the stage 
to play the bugle to announce the RlTi
val of the mail. Lodoska, one of John's 
daughters, says: One day when the 
stage stopped at Sutton to change the 
mail several young ladies got out. 
They were going to St. Johnsbury to 
a ladies school and she thought them 
somp.thing better than common people; 
and as she looks back, stage-bugle and 
all seems like R fairy tale. 

Rev. Amos Beckwith married Su
sanah Truman. Their children were: 

Abigail, born in 1781 : 

Daniel and Truman, Oct. 15, 1783 : 

Rebecl'a, Mar. 17, 1786: 

John, Oct, 12, 1789: 

Elizabeth, Mar. 34, 1792: 

Sylvania, Dec. 28, 1795. 
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TRUl\IAN BECKWITH 

Truman, the only really 8uceessful 
fiuancier in the Beckwith family never 
lived in town; but his acts of benevo
lence are so intimately connectcd with 
hi~ relatives here, it is thought best to 
give a sketch of him with the family. 
At nine years of age he went with his 
father from Putney to Providence, R. 
1., a distance of 120 miles, riding on 
horseback behind his father. He lived 
a short time with his grandfather Tru
man --- and then was appreu
ticed to his uncle Truman in a drug
store and saddler's shop; but neither 
business suited him and at twenty-three 
he went to Savannah, Ga. with Eben
ezer Jenks and engaged in the cotton 
trade. He lived 8 years in Savannah 
and 1 year in Augusta and came back, 
lJut continued in the business until 1861 , 
being then 77 years old; all these years 
extending aid to his .relatives. His 
brother Daniel lived on the place now 
owned by William Ruggles, in financi
al embarresment, he was likely to lose 
it. Truman relieved him of his difficul
ties and took the deed of the farm and 
after Daniel died he executed a deed 
in trust to two of his 'nephews that the 
use should be for the support of his 
brother Daniel's widow until her death 
and then for the support of his brother 
John's widow and two of their unfor
tunate chileren, and after their decease 
to go to John's children. 

He, also, made the gift (If a farm to 
his !lister, Mrs. Sylvania Ball, and al
ways on coming to Sutton, he made a 
present to all of his nEiph~ws and neices. 
He educated his brother John's oldest 
son, Corydon. He gave at his death to 
eaeh of his nephews and neices $500. 
He did more kindnesses for his friends 
than I have space to enumerate. 

He died at Providence, R. I. in his 
95th year. leaving an estate considera, 
bly Ol'er a million. 

Rebecca BeeKwith, daughter of Rev. 
Amos, married Rufus "KewelL 

Elizabeth Beckwith married Trn
man Newell. Abigail died young. 

JOHN BECKWITH, ESQ. 

son of Rev. Amos, lived with his fa
ther. He only had a limited edueation, 
but studied law and made a good and 
shrewd manager in preparing hi8 cases 
before the court. but never much of an 
advocate. He was a politician, of the ;. 

Democratic school, and had consider
able influenee in the selection of the 
United States officers in the Northern 
part of Vermont. He was a custom 
hOllse officer for many 'years. 'With 
his knowledge of men and his natural 
cunning in looking after the smugglers 
and those that endeavored to aid the 
British in the War of 1812, it.l.Jecame 
a risky and. unremunerative bm,iness. 
Their losses were so great, the smug
glers became very angry and desper
ate. Between 1812 and 1816, either 
the smugglers or their confederates de
vised the plan of mutilating him. and 
executed it, surprising him sleephlg in 
his office. It is supposed two, or more, 
wen engaged in the execution. They 
clipped off the top and the larger por
tion of one of bis ears. 

How much more wall their intention 
to do nobody knows. Beckwith, as 
was hi!> practice, ever on the alert for 
rogues employed Jacob Shaw, after_ 
wards his father-in-law, and, perhaps 
others to assist him in his investiga
tions. As soon as it was light they dis
covered two different kind of tracts, 
one somethin!! of a club-shape, whi~h 
Shaw recognized as the shape of a boot 
he had made for John Atwood, at the 
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Hollow, the owner of the carding-mill. 'on or near the place of a building 
Immediately, Shaw repaired to At- that belonged to the whiskey still.
wood't' for his rolls. He found him in Gore ran away to Canada, but by some 
the house and \Vm. Goodwin with him, means was captured and turned State's 
the boots of both well wet with dew.- evidence. 
The men, he was seeking had escaped Webster deeded his property to James 
through a neld of grass, heavy with Way and others. Amos and John 
dew. Atwood and Goodwin were soon Beckwith brought a suit against Jacob 
arrested and lodged in the jail at Dan Webster for burning the barn oxen and 
ville. They were afterwards let out on pronuce and recovered a judgement of 
bail by Andrew Brown, Thomas Col $ 737 damages and $ 62.40 costs.
by, Thomas True, Pearson True, Thad Webster took an appeal, but that court 
deus Curtis, Jethro Sanborn, James sustained the judgement of the County 
Way, Harris Way, and Benjamin Court.. \Vebster brought several peti
Streeter, for the appearance of At tions for a new trial, but in each case 
wood and Goodwin at the Supreme tbe court dismissed the petition. 
Court. The council for the plaintiffs were 

John Atwood conveyed his proper- Mattocks and Paddock, and for the de
ty to his bondsman as security. This fendant Fletcher. Israel Fiske was the 
instrument it dated Oct. 15, 1816. It chief judge. I think, Caleb Fiske of 
appears by the records that there was this town was his brother. 
an execution against John Atwood in John Beckwith, Esq. married 
trespass, and directed to the sherIff of Matilda Shaw, March 11, 1821; their 
Caladonia County or his deputy, or to children were: Lodoska B., Corydon, 
the constable of Sutton, dated at Dan- Amos, Laura, Daniel N., Truman, 
ville, June 30,1816, and signed by John, Henry, Kate and Sarah. ' 

Curtis Stanley, clerk. I Lodoska Beckwith married R. D. 
The amo'unt for execution was for \Vilson and lives with Kate and Sarah. 

$1.500. damage and cost of $172.79'1 HON. CORYDON BECKWITH. 

The jurymen were Nathaniel Knight 
Corydon, oldest son of John Beck

Augustus Walter, Walter Harvey, 
with, was born at, Sutton j educated at

John Gibson, Ebenezer Davis, Enoch 
Providence, R. I. and Wrentham, Mass. 

Hoyt, Joseph French, Fredrick Bug
He studied law with Benj. B. Smalley, 

bee, Daniel Dana, James Morrill, 2d , 
Esq. at St. Albans j was admitted to the

Hugh Laughlin, Simon Blanchard. 
Bar. He went nr8t to Frederick, Md., 

On the 1st Dec. of Dec. 1818, the Iwhere he practiced a few years, and 
barn of Beckwith was burned and a returned to St. Albans and formed a 
yoke of oxen in it so they died. For partnership with Mr. Smalley j but was 
time again favored him, he soon had soon drawn to Chicago where he made 
track of the incendiaries. Jacob Web bis permahent residence, practicing his 
ster, then living where A. H. Ball lives, profession. While Richard Yates was 
who owned and ran a whiskey still was Governor of Illinois, the chief justice 
one of the eonfederates, he h'arncd; one of the state died acd the Governor ap
Gore, the one who set the barn on nre. pointed Mr. Beckwith to fill the unex
He carried the nre in a dipper, found pired term. 



SUTTON. 	 4l: 

GEN. Al'IIOS BECKWITH. 	 nf 1803 

Amos: the second son of John Beck- WILLIAM BROCKWAY from St. Johns-" 
with, Esq., born at Sutton, was ap- bury came and hought out Joshua. 
pointed cadet to 'Vest Point from the Horr; No building now on the place. 
Second District by Gov. Paul Dilling- JOSHUA STODDA]{D 

ham, When he graduated, he was ap- settled on the B. M. R Willey farm. 
pointed Lieut. and stationed at Fort 

• • 	 DR. LElfUEL TABORLeavenworth, I thmk, m Capt. Floyd's 

Company, afterward Gen. Floyd of the" settled at Sut~on Corner. He married 

Confederte army. Jefferson Davis Nancy Hutchmg. He was the first phy

was Secretary of Vfarand signed Beck- sician that loeated here. 

witth's commission. He was Commis- Rev. L. H. Tabor, an eminent Uni

sary of the Pot.omac army with the versalist clergyman in the State, was 

rank of Maj. General. He was trans- born in this town. 

ferred to General Sherman's command JAM~:S CAMPBEI,L 


and went with the General on his a Revolutionary soldier came from; 

march to the sea. After the close of Putney and settled on the pIa':)c now 

the war he was stationed at New 01'- owned by Silas I Leach. At the close 

leans, then at Washington, and then at of the war, he traveled 200 miles in" 

St. Louis, where he is now. four days to reach his home. 


r 	 DANIEL N. BECKWITH. JAl'IfES CA.1IPBELL, JR. 

Daniel N, Beckwith, brother of Amos son of James Campbell, Sr. lived with 


and Corydon, was Deputy Provost his father and was a man of much bu

Marshal of the Second Congressional siness capacity and the best read man

District in the war; then he removed in the scriptures in town, 


to Ludlow, MadS. where he has since Tlu'ee sons of James Jr. live in town: 

resided. Milton A. Nahum K. and L. J., all of 


TRUMAN BECKWITH 	 which ha ve held cOllsidera bIe town of
fice. :Nahum, having represented thewent West as a Government SLlrveyor. 
town twice in the legislature. He su~veyed the state lines of ~Iinne

sota and Iowa, and then settled in Iowa. Nahum and his son, Gilbert M. are" 
in the business of drover and buyer ofJOHN BECKWITH 
wool and country produce.

wen t West with Truman as an assistan t 
Martha James the only daughter nowsurveyor; since the war, has been clerk 

living, and the last member of Rev.in the Commissary department under 
Amos Beckwith's church, married rohis brother Amos. 
Dea. Francis Switzer and lives in St" 

Laura Beckwith married David Joy I Johnsbury. 
and lives in Ludlow, Mass. 

CAPT. BENJAMIN CAMPBELL, 

HENRY BECKWITH sonof James, Sr. came from Putney,
was the only one of the sons of John and settled on the place where Reuben, 
Beckwith that received a collegiate ed Drown now lives. 
ucation. He graduated at Union Col EZRA LEE 
lege with high honors, but died soon settled on the road near where Josiah 
after. Smith first commenced. He aft3rwards· 
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moved to the North Ridge. He was i . IN 1804; 
fathllr of Daniel Leo of this town. ! There were in town 37 oxen, 103 


IRA. GOODRIDGE Icows, 8 3-years old, 20 2-yeal's old, 
settled on the place where James N. 53 horses, 5 colts, 9 watches, 5 houses, 
Holtham lives. He represented this! 303 sheep, and 593 aeres of impl'ove.d 
town twice in the legislature and held Iland. Just what the latter was, I do 
other offices. not know; but judging from the books, 

WILLIAM DENSMORE ! I conclude it was land after it was seed-

came from ,"Vap,hington, N. H. and set
tled on the place where Irving Blake 
1i~es(the Wheaton Campbell farm) He 
soon died, leaving a widow and several 
small children, all of whom she reared 
and who became leading and respecta
table citizens. Two of his grandsons 
are influental citizens in the place where 
they live. 

WILLIAM A.. DENSMORE, 

grandson of William of Sutton, lives 
in I~yndon, and was the last cashier of 
Connecticut and Pasumpsic Rivers R. 
R. Co. befOle it was leased to) the Bos
ton and 1\Iaine R. n. Co. He has also 
represented the town of Lyndon in the 
leeislature. 

DANIEL R. DENSMORE 

lives in Burke, he is postmaster, and a 
merchant. 

ROBERT RAMSEY 

settled on the place where the late John 
Beckwith lived. He kept merino sheep 
here; afterward he moved to St. Johns
bury and~ lost his property, after which 
being on a visit at Sutton, he remark
ed they had a new law at St.Johnsbu
by ; it being inquired what, to settle a 
man's estate, he said, before he dies, 
refering to the old bankrupt law. 

Jonathan Webster, Peter Dusting, 
William Kately, Daniel Swain and Ste
phen Crillis were among the settlers of 
this year, but as to where they settled, 
(Jr how long they remained, I have no 
lmowlege. 

ed to grass or had been mown. 

SUTTON LONGEVITY. 

Those that have died and are buried in the 

town are: 

Clarrissa G. Gale, aged 71 years. 

Cynthia Bishop, 70 


A.bner H. Cobleigh" 79 


John BishOp. 78 


Asa 1tJasten, 72 


Charlotte Mack 1tlast·en 78 


Luther Curtis, 80 


Deborah C·11'ti8, 77 


Thaddins Curtis, 81 


Mary Curtis, 81 


Willard Huntley, 71 


JO.hn Fogg, 79 


Anu Eaton, 84 


Martin Howard, 79 


Hester Howard, 89 


Polly Lee, 72 


Deborah Bartlett, " 87 


nela Humphrey, 80 


Rebecca Humphrey 74 


Jonathan Powers, 79 


Wells Way 89 


Deliverance "'Tay,,, 76 


Jemima Dunklee, .. 90 


Moses Dunklee. 84 


JJyman Powers, 79 


J,uther Stoddard, .. 72 


Jacob Jewell, S6 


John Reddington, .. 91 


Sarah Tilton Caswell, 87 


David Drown, 80 


Mrs. Daniel Colby,,, 75 


Mrs. - nloss, ,,95 

Mrs. - Harvey, 90 

Sally Chase, 83 


John Smith, 79 

Pel'silla Morgan Palmer, !lll. 


William Sanborn,,, 82 


'" 


r, 
\ 
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SUTTON. 
Artemus Garfield, age 91 ·years. 


David Rattray, 75 


Joshua 'Vhitten, 88 


Sally Whitten, 75 

Jolin Beckwith, 74 


:Kaney Riohardson, 73 


Betsey Dalotr, 76
" 
John Dalotr, 74
" 
Abigail Gordon, 89
" 
Daniel Tilton, 90
" 
Mary Tilton, 8;;" Hannah Shorey, " 9-2 

Joseph Putnam, H 80 


Lydia Putnam, n 75 

Jokton Putnam, .. 89 


Anna Putnam, 9.'i
" 
Mary Drown, 97 ..." 
Rev. David Cross, 84 
 "" Aaron Bloss, 75
" Achsah Bloss, 75
" 
Jonathan Clen:ent, 82 


Stephen Eastman, 84 


B. M. Richardson, 77 


Sarah Richardson, 87 

,;;; Luther Nichols, 78 


Olive Densmore, 79 


·John Ladd, 77 

Dolly Ladd, 78 

~Iercy Woo.'!man, 79 


Jonathan Woodman, " 90 

William Brockway, 1:!4 

Hann"lI Brockway, .. 82 


Jonathan Frost, 72 

Thomas Colby, 79
" 
Hannah Brown, 95
" Jacob Brown, .. 75 


r~ 

Jethro Sanborn 73
" 
Elizabeth Sanhorn .. 7S 

Benjamin Bowler .. 83 


.Mary Walter 81 


.Stephen Blake 83 


lasial! Evans 80 


James Clark 70 

Pamelia Clarke 72 

Asabel Roundy .. 81 

Rebecca Roundy .. 86 

David Stoddard .. 80 

Loren Cae .. 73 

Abigail Ca(' .. 72 


.Josiah Colby .. 71 


Betsey Colby 72 

Betsey French .. 79 


Asa French .. 96 


Daniel Shaw age 78 years. 


Wheaton Campbell .. 75 


John Smith .. 78 


Mary Smith .. 80 


Rebecca Drown .. 81 .. 

Benjamiu Ainger .. 78 


J eRse Ainger .. 90 .. 

Rebeeca Ainger .. SO .. 

Tamer 'Pillsbury .. 84 .. 

Thomas Dolotr •. 9! .. 

Sarah Dolotr .. 82 --

Josiah Willey .. 76 ., 

Mary Willey .. 7l 


Nancy Baldwin .. 14 


Jacob Chapma.n 70 .. 

Joseph Parker -, 82 


Sabra Campbell .. 86 .. 

James Campbell .. 82 


James Campbell, Jr. 85 .. 

Moses If. Brewer .. 81 .. 

Jacoh Shaw 89 .. 

Sally Shaw 91 


Thomas True 85 


Mary True ., 85 


John Shaw 74 .. 

Dorcas Gee Shaw 95 .. 

Ehen Blal.e 80 .. 

Obediah Bunker 91 


JudIth Bunker 71 


H1lorvey Childs 72 


Sylvania Childs 76 


Lucy Putnam 80 


Jam~s Wilson 79 


Sarah Wilson SO 


Laban Tart 80 


Mary Tart 86 


Ambrose Hastings .. 86 


Scbina HaStings 80 


Jeremiah Parker .. 78 


Luther Rice 
 77 


Ruth Prescott 
 89 


Dorotby Ainger 
 79 


Joshua Stoddard .. 90 


Abigail Stoddard .. 83 


Mark Hill 
 70 

Arvilla Hill 
 70 

Hannah Bean 
 82 


Daniel Beckwith .. 71 


Sylvania Beckwith 77 

Susanah Beckwith 
 80 


Daniel Chappell 
 79 


William Ramsey .. 72 


Euphemia Ramsey 88 
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Abigail Blake 8.~ years. 

Samuel D. Blake 85 

Nancy A. Blake 77 

Rachel Morrill 86 

Sally Hoyt 78 

Cynthia Taft 70 

David Brewer 72 

Stephen W. Willey 77 

Stephen Willey 72 

Temperance Rollins B6 

Azuba Barber 95 

Josiah Smith 81 

Abigail Smith 84 

Elizabeth Cole 79 

Betsy Orne 83 

Nathaniel Glidden 72 
John Willey 89 

Deborah Willey 89 

Louisa Bailey 90 

Uriah Farmer 80 

Mary Muncy 75 

John Orne SO 

Wealthy Streeter 88 

Jane Ham 97 

Sally Bal! Powers 70 

Lydia Holmes 97 

Rev. John Wooster 75 

Mary S. Jesseman 82, 

Waalston Brockway 84 

Eli Boyden 83 

Nathan Richardson 78 

Capt. Theodore Tripp 82 

Lieut. Samuel Winslow 84 

Mahala H. }'uller 75 

Patience S. Sewell 86 

Enoch T. Smith 73 

Ezra Perkins B6 
Betsey)Iellen 00 

Jane K. Abbott 81 

Matilda Beckwith 84 

David Eastman 78 

Nathaniel Noyes 83 
John Ladd, Jr. 75 

Dorothy Wiggins 75 

JOSfPh Richardson 77 

Mahftabel Blake 82 

Judith Otis 79 

Anna Moulton 70 

Rev. Silas Wiggins 81 

Hannah Drown 79 

Betsey Rice 73 

Henry Allard 71 

Love P. Tibbets 79 
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H. W. Easterbrooks 84 

Sargent Jewell 79 
Sarah M. F1sk 84 " 

Chauncey Fuller 78 

Mary L. Harvey "72 
Samuel Hill, M. D. 88 

Mary B. Otis 1)6 

Elizabeth M' Perkins 87 

Jacob Blake 91 

Ruth G. Preseott 89 

L.D. Hall 76 

Hannah Rice 88 

Sally Cross 94 

Calvin C. Bums 75 

William Densmore 89 

Sophia Chase 89 
D. II. Kibbey 72 
E. W. Burt 79 
Sarah Ladd 77 

Arad Ball 84 

Richard Willard 74 

Timothy Olmstead 71 
John Holtham 77 

JohnM. Rice 74 
A. F. Taft 77 ~ 

Abigail Easterbrooks 85 

John Forest 80 

UNTIMELY DEATHS. 

~ 
There have been several deaths in .", 

town beside those mentionea from sui
cide and accident, among whom:: f\., 
Henry Allard by cutting his throat: 

Rev. Silas Wiggins by hanging: 
William O. Perham by " 
William Carns by taking poison: 
Mrs. Silas Drown" " l 
Betsey Ball by " " 
Reuben Ash by a tree falling on him 
Moses Morrill, a " "" 

TOWN REPRJ<~SENTATIVES. 

Caleb Fiske, 1805, 6,7,10,11,16 
19: 

Jethro Sanborn, 1808: 

Thomas Colby, 1809, 12: 

Ezra Child, 1813. 14: 

Benjamin Campbell, 1815: 



FiUTTON. 

Benjamin Camphell, 1815: 


James Way, 1817.18: 


Jacob C. Morrill, 1820, 21: 


Ira Goodridge, 1822, 23: 


Andrew Brown, 1824,25, 26: 


John Beckwith, 1827 


Thomas True, 1828, 29, 33, 34 : 


Martin Way, 1835,36 j 


Wm. Hutchinson, 37, 38, 45: 


Jacob Blake, 1839: 
.. 
Thaddeus Curtis, 1840, 41: 


Stephen Eaton, L84.2: 


David Griffin, 1843, .:14: 


John Ladd, 1846,48: 


.Jonathan Pillsbury, 1847: 


Nehemiah Shaw, 184.9 : 

~ L. D. Hall, 1850, 51 : 


George Mason, 1852: 


J. B. Gordon, 1853, 54: 


,J. C. Tihhets, 1855, 57 : 


John C. Blake, 1856; 


, 

I 


Edward .Flint, 185!:!, 59 : 

" 

Arnold F. Taft, 1860,61 ; 


Joseph Bartlett, 62, 64 j 

I 
 Justin Cooleigh, 1863 : 

W. F. Ruggles, 186,'>, 66: 

, Henry F. Pillsbury, 1867, 68: 

i \ N. K. Campbell, 1869,70; 

j' 

George H. Blake, 1872: 

Reuben Rllis, 1874: 

B. M. R. Willey, 1876: 

A. H. Ball, 1878~ 

C. W. Willey, 1880: 

M. A. Taft, 1882.: 


Harlow Easterbrooks., 1884: 


L. W. Watson., 1886 : 

SELECLMEN: 


Capt. JolmAnthony, 11941 95, :)6, 

1802: 


I 


Samuel Orcutt, 1794 to 99, 1800, 1, 

2, 4: 


Samuel Cahoon, 1794 to 98 : 


Joseph Ricllardson, 1797, 98,99: 


Bradbury ]1.1. Richardson, 1798, 99: 


Peter Atwood, 1799: 


James Cahoon, 1800, '01: 


John Attwood, 1800, '04: 


Samuel D. Blake, 1802, '04: 


Caleb Fisk, 1803, to 1811, 12, 13, 


14,15,16, 17, 18, 19, 20: 


Thomas Colby, 1803, 7, 8,9, 11: 


Jonas Goodell, 1803,5,6: 


Enoch True, 1805,6 : 


William Densmnre, 1807: 

James Way, 1808,9,17 to 21: 

.Tethro Ranborn, 1808,10: 

Ira Goodridge, 1810, 11, 12.16,18 

22,23,24: 


Jacob Shaw; 1811,12, 14: 

Ezra Child, 1813,14: 

Andrew Brown, 1815, Hi, 17,25, 
26,30 : 

David Atwood, 1813, 14: 


William Brockway, 1815, 21, 22, 

23,24, 27, 28, 29, 30, 32: 


Thomas True, 1818, 19,29, 33 : 


Jonathan Brown, 1820,21,27,28: 


James Campbell, Jr., 1821,31 : 


I~uther Stoddard, 1822, 24, ,34, 35, 

45, 46: 


Thomas Bartlett, 1823: 

Jacoh Blake, 1825, 39: 


Josiah Rawson, 1826: 

Lyman Powers, 1826: 

J acoh C. ]l.1orrill, 1826: 

Luther Huntley, 1827: 

Thaddeus Curtis, 1828, 38, 39, 40, 

401,51,52 : 


Wells Way, 1829, 3C, 36: 


45 
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Thaddeus Curtis, 1828, 38 to 42, 


51 52: 


Elisha Brown, 1831: 


William Thompson, 1831,32,33: 


Martin Way, 1832,33: 


Joseph ·Webster, 1834, 35,36: 


Josiah Wmey, 1834, 35,40, 41, 42, 


48, 51, 64, 65: 


Stephen Eaton, 1836, 37, 39, 40, 


41: 


Jonathan Richardson, 1837,38, 45, 


4647,57,58,59: 


Chauncey Holman, 1837, 38 : 


Ralph Jacobs, 1842, 43,44: 


Jeremiah Parker 1842: 


Jolm Ladd, Jr., 1843, 44, 45,57, 


58, 	59,63: 

Caleb Aldrich, 1843, 44: 


Jenks M. Putnam, 1846,47,48: 


Lorenzo Howard, 1847, 48, 49: 


Thomas J. Barker, 184&,50,55: 


Mark Hill, 1849, 50, 56 : 


David Bartlett, 1850: 


William Hutchinson, 1851: 


J. C. Tibbetts, 1852,53,54,63: 

L. D. Hall, 1852,53: 
A. F. Taft. 1853 54, 55, 60,61, 


70 : 


Justin Cobleigh, 1854,56, 63: 


J.1\1. Pillsbury, 1855,67,68,69: 


Chauncey, Fuller, 1856,57,58: 


Joseph Bartlett, 1859, 60, 64, 65: 


Harlow Easterbrook, 1860, 61, 62, 


66,67: 

Jonathan Davis, 1861, 62 : 


C. J. Wilson, 1862: 

J. B. Gordon, 1864,65, 82, 83, 84, 

85: 

J. E. Willard, 1866, 71 to &0: 
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W. A. Densmore, 1866,67,68,59, 


Nathan Way, 1868: 


George Clark, 1869, 70? 


C. W. Willey, 1870,71,80,81: 

A. H. Ball, 1871, 72, 73 to 80, 86, 

87: 

Chester Masten, 1872 to 78: 

M. A. Taft, 1878 to 87, 88: 


W. R. Roundy 1880 to 89: 

S. 1\1. Bartlett, 1855: ( 

Charles Clark, 1885: 
... 

F. W. Barker, 1886: 


'V. L. Gilman, 1887,88: 


L. J. Campbell, 1887. 

*-'**--**-* 
BILLYMEAD BECOMES SUTTON. 

At a town meeting in 1\lar. 1812, 

"Voted to petition General Assembly 
at their next seAsion to alter the name "of the town of Billymead to that of 
Sutton-United Vote." 

The first notice or warning for town 
meeting after the name was changed ~ to Sutton was for the purpose of choos
ing six representatives to Congress 
from this State, datec1 Nov. 23, 1812. k 

The first survey made of roads wail 
on the 9th and 11lth of June 1797, 
commencing at the Lyndon line near 
where Willard Baldwin lives, from ~ thence to Sutton Village; then from 

the Village to Burke line by l1\f. A. 

Taft's; then by S. C. Otis place down ., 

by .John A. Rice's by the Sulphur 

spring j then over the South Ridge to 

Lyndon line near Harlow Easterbrooks ; 

then from the Village to where A. R. 

Stone lives; then from Wheelock line 

to near Mrs. .John Holtham's to the 

road from Willard Baldwin'8 to the Vil

lage. These roads were bounded by 

beech, maple, birch and hemlock trees. 


--.. 

I 
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SOTTON. 

REV. JONATHAN WOOD?<IAN 


was born in ·Wheelock, Mar. 27, 1798. 

He was converted at the ao-e of fifteen 

and united with the Free vVill Baptist 

church, and at once began to improve 

his gift by way of holding meetings in 

the surrounding neighborhoods. At 

the age of seventeen, he received a li-


Powerful revivals and large additions 

to the churches were frequent through 
t.hose years. He received ordination 
at St. Jo~nsb~ry i~ 1818 at tWtlnty-two . 
He marne~, for ~IS first wife Charlotte 
Jackson ot Mad~son N. H.; after her 
dece~se, he marned, 2(1., Mrs Mercy 
B. Eaton, a daughter of Rev. Moses 

cense to preach the Gospel. Being! Norris of Danville. (Norris was one of 

took for his text Iasiah LXII; "T;; RobbE, vVoodman & Co who assumed 

spirit of the Lord God is upon me &c." ~he fillan?i~l responsibility of publi1.h

and the spirit of the Lord was not only mg a religIOUS newspaper. Mr. Wood


upon the preachel, but upon the entire Iman nalllecl the paper 


congregation, · and more than a hun- THE MORNING STA1{. 


drec1 <;Iated their conversion from that The first No. of the "Morning Star" 

dilY. was issued at Danville, May 11, 1826. 


The first three years of his ministry Mr. W ooclman was one of twenty 
were devoted to evangelistic work, con-I deli gates that organized the General 
fined mostly to Northern Vermont and Conference of the denomination which 

. ' 
som~ pOrtlOns of New Hampshire.- conference met at Tunbridgtl, Vt., Oct. 

naturally modest, retiring, and very 

consciencious, he was t~oubled, but as 
IlP. could not excuse himself from 
preaching, he continued his efforts in 
such ways as seemed to him consistent. 

In 1816, young W·oodman went on 
horseback from Sutton to Parsonfield, 
Me. to attend the yearly meetin<Y. H e 
applied to t>he local Pastor for ent:rtain
ment,who not knowing him as a preach
er told him he could stay in his family 
if he would bring the water and cut the 
oven-wood for the women-folk. These 
conditions, the applicant cheerfully ac
cepted. On Sunday a great congrega

tion filled the meeting-house and hun
dreds stood outsidtl in respectful and 
expectant attitude, but the spirit did not 
move any of the occupants of the plat
form to preach. After an awkward 
waiting, some brother from Vermont 
asked the Boy-preacher to "improve." 

Young Woodman consented, and 
standing on a bench in the doorwav 

tl~e eal:ly ~ettlers of Sutton). His 2d 

wIfe· (hed 111 1877. 
The pastorates occupied by Mr. 

Woodman in Vermont were Sutton, 
Lyndon, ·Wheelock and Sheffield; New 

Hampshire; Madison, Effingham, Pel
ham, Great Falls, Sanclwich,and J ack:. . 

son; III Ms~sachusetts Lowell and Law
rence. His pastoral lahors aggregated 
about sixty years; about fOi"ty to Ver
mont, Hi years to New Hampshire, 5 
ye.ars to Massachusetts; of these over 
thuty years were devoted to Sutton. 
H.e begall and finished his pa~toral work 
~Ith the Sutton church. The close was 

111 1883. 
Mr. vVoodman early became an in

terested and an important factor in 
the Free Will Baptist denominati.lnal 
work. Mr. Woodman, Rev. Mark Hill 
of ~utton with others felt the impor
tance of a periodical literature devoted 

to the interest of the denomination. 
They were two of the nine known as 

49 
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11, 1827. H e offered the opening· disabled by a paralytic shock which 
prayer. There have been 25 sessions was followed by another in December 
of the General Conference held; of 1887, from which time he gradually 
which, Mr. vYoodman has attended 14 1 declined to the end. H e died lit T ewks
sessions and presided over two . In 
1847, the General Conference was held 
in Sutton with Pastor ·Woodman as 
President. This was in many respects 
a notable session. Dr. Burns and Goad -
by of England were present and active 
members of the confcrcnce. 

In 1848, Rev. 1\11'. vYoodman and 
Rev. Eli N.oyes were appoin ted deli. 
gates to the General Baptist COllier
ence in England, which they both at

tended, and at the earnest solicitation 
of the English brethren, he rematlled 
with them four months, preaching ill 
several of their churchBs . 

In person, Mr. Woodman was of the 
medium height, compact, proportion
!tte and erect. His step was elastic, his 
movements graceful and his bearing 
dignified, yet benignant. H e was aim
iable, courteous and devout.. He was a 
close observr,r of nature, men and cur
rent events. In short, he was practical. 
lyeducated. Thirty-five years after 
the birth of the Free Will Baptist de
nomination, and seven years after the 
death of its founder, Jonathan vVood
man commen ced his public ministry. 
Since then, he has seen the people wir.h 
whom he began his ministry increased 

.twenty fold. 

H e was. algo, successful in h i.;; finan
cial affairs, He bought a farm of' Ste
phen Blake in 1836 of 170 acres, and 
followed farming many years with his 
pastoral duties. He bought, at one 
time, a threshing-machine and sent it 
to his son J olJathan in A'lstralia to use 
there. 

bury, Mass., J anuary 1888, in the 
90th year of his age . Four days later · 
at Sutton, in a church edifice that had 
been built under his supervision, filled 
with a grief-stricken people, his vener 
able form rested while his brethren 
conducted an impressivr, memorial ser
vice, when wiih reveren{'e his remains 
were borne to the Village cemetery and 
thr,re deposited to rest till the morning 
of the resurrection with his people. 

REV. MARK H ILL 

came from Buxton, !\fe. H e married 
Arvilla Ruggles and settled on the 
place now owned by L. W. Gordon and 
for many years carriBd . on the largest 
amount of farming of any man ill town. 
He was very benevolent and ready to 
assist chari table calls and also preach
ed in such places as could not easily be 
reached by others, and never preach. , 
cd on a salary . He built or caused to 
be, a house for public worship in the 
edge of Sheffield f ••nd organized there 
a church which was called the Second 
Free Wil1 Baptist Church of Sheffield . 

At his demise , he gave about Olle 
half his property, amounting to abollt 
$3000. to the F oreign and H ome ~! is
sioml.ry.Societ.ies, American Bible Soe i
ety ancl American Tract Society. 

HENRY W . EASTERBROOKS 

was born in Lyndon and married Ahi
gail Ruggles of the same towo. 'VIlt' 11 

they were married they bonght It plnec 
in the lower fir,ld of the farm owned by 

L. VV. Watson !lnd moved Oll to it. For 
some years Iived there j then built t1,e 
house and moved into it where 1. IV. 

H e continued to serve the church I'Vatson reside.;;, and lived there unti l a 
until September 1885, when he was few years since when he sold his farm 
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to Mr. -Watson and moved to the Vill
age. His wife died in March 1tlS8 and 
he the following August, aged 84 years. 

By the closest economy and hard la

bor they had amassed considerable 
property, about one third of which, 
he gave in bequpsts in the Fl'ee Will 
Baptist denomination. 

JOC'KTON PUTNAM 

Moulton A . Taft an d lives Oil the old 
Colby place; the other married Eilwin 
Morgan and lives in Massachusetts. 

LABAN TAFT 

came from B\lrrilvill, R. 1. and lived 
in different places, but the last of IJis 
life, he lived with his son, C. S. Taft. 
Laban married a Putnam, Jockton's 

daughter. Their children married and 

came from Burrilville, R. 1. and bought settled in Sutton and Newark. 
the place that H. S . Forbes now owns. In June 1812, the towa warned out 
He was the first to move to have, and Laban Taft so that be should not gain 
the most influential in having the name a residence ; in 1887, his SOIlS and 
of the town changed from Billymead graudsons paid more taxes in town, 
to Sutton. His son-in-law, Andrew with -one exception, than any other 
Brown, came with him and lived with family Ilame. 
his father Jockton. As I am informed, Tbe Tafts werE' natural musicians, 
they were men of considerable proper- ' Laban Jr. was one of the sweetest.
tYj but owing to Brown lending his Asa P. Taft, a grandson of Laban 81'., 
name on the bond of John Atwood in has been a music-teacb er and _at pres
thp, John Be<,kwith suit, which being ent is employed in the choir of the Uni
deoidod against Atwood he, Brown, was versalist church at St. Johnsbury. 
obli O"ec1 to pay; and there being but lit- , I b S t' went'" .. .. . I learn, ~a au, r. , one line 
tIe money III ClrculatlOn 111 tl.ose days, d I 1 d 'tl t an) when ., to Rho e s an WI 1 an ox- e ,
he wasobhged to dIspose of a large . d th R T h Colby was , ,he arrIve e "ev. t) 0 n 
amount of property to obtalll suffiCient 

, 1 

money to pay. hIS share of hle bond; 
anrl a~ other mIsfortunes now followed 

. .
the" soon came to almost finanCIal rUlII.

• 
JOSEPH PUTNH1, 

son of.Tockton, settled on the place 
now owned by F. YiT. Barker and John 
P . Buzzell, erecting the buildings now 
known as the Buzzell place. 

At one time, before Joctkon aild Jo
seph Putnam and Andrew Brown had 
erected the building on the Forbes and 
Buzzellplace , they lived in the house 
just below the Forbes Ol'chard and La
ban T aft, making four families in one, 
small house. Joseph as soon as his 
house was built moved in to it ami liv
ed there the remainder of his life. His 

. . d T ft t
holdm O" meetm"s an young a a-
tended'" with the"'intention of carrying 

h (..' . . pOll
Colby out; bu t t e opmt. came u

d d 1. 1
him and he was COllverte ,an wuel 
he came home he joined the Free Will 
Baptist Church on Pudding hill in Lyn
don and was choseT< deacon, which ofi
fice he held until the church was disor
ganized a few years ago . Few men have 
left a record of as good and consistent 
a Christian life as Deacon Laban did. 

WILLIAM HOUGIlTON 

and his wife, a Clay, came from Lyn
don about 1820. Their children were 
William, James, Albert H ., Daniel C. 
Justin, Stella, HalTiet, Diantha, Maria 
and Marilla. 

son, Jenks M. married a Woodruff' of I The parent.s were exeeeding pOOl' ahd 
Burke; one of their daughters married it is said, that many a time, the mother 
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has been heard to say that after one ' 
meal was served she did not know where 
the next was to come from. But some 
of the children had much force of ch &.r
acter and soon made a mark for them
selves. 

REV . JAMES HOUGHTON. 

James, son of William Houghton, 
became a C(mgregational minister and 
lived in Burlington. One of his sons, 
J. C. Houg hton, is cashier of the First 
National Bank at Montpelier. 

ALBERT H . HOUGHTON 

went South and became very wealthy as 
a merchant, dealing largely in cotton; 
but during Sherman's march to the sea 
the Rebels burned his store and mer
chandize rather than have it fall into 
the hands of She1 man and the Union: 
H e then came North and settled in 
New York j went into the firm of Hurd, 
Houghton & Co., Publishers , and d~ed 

At the tin;te (If hjs death in 1860, Dr_ 
Houghton was Editor of "The Ameri
can Presbyterian." He was a man of 
great energy, sterling worth and large 
discretion. "He held an able and ready 
pen as his writings and contributions 
as editor show." 

STELLA HOUGHT(\N. 

Stella educated herself and went to 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. to teac~ and after
ward married a rich planter and died 
there. 

MARILLA H,)UGHTON. 

Marilla was educated by her broth
ers and si&ters and went West to teach 
in 1858 . Shemarried Dr John C. Gal
lop, and in 1861 , they founded the 
Houghton Seminary in Clinton, N. Y. 
Here she lived and assisted her hus
band in the management of the school 
up to 1880, wheu the Doctor resig~ed 
as principal and A. G . Benidict was 

there. It is told of Albert when a. boy appointed to the position. The writer 
that the family having dined On pota
toes a lone without saitfor several days 
then pro.;uring some salt, Albert took 
a large lump and ate it to season his 
potatoes . 

HENRY O. HOUGHTON 

of the firm d' Hougbton, Mifflin & Co. 
Riverside Press, Cambridge, Mass, 
haR lately made the Library A ssocia
tlOn of Sutton t'ne offer that for every 
book they buy of him at the catalogue 
price he will give them one of the same 
volume. It is said that some time he 
intPlIds to g iYe his native town a li
bray , 

DANIEL CLAY HOUGHTON, D.D. 

was educated at the University of 
Vermont, dass of 1841, Among his 
classmates were the late H enry J. Ray, 
mvnd f)f the N ew York Times, after
wards Congressman, and.J. R. Spauld
iug of the New York World, 

understands the school was founded 
and managed principally by Mrs. Gal
lop-througp her efforts. I find in the 
Memorial of the Doctor. that Rose 
Cleveland the late Mistress of the 

White House was educated at the 
Honghton Seminary and wrote a let.ter 
(with many others,) of sympathy to 
Mrs. Gallop on the death of the late 
Dr. John C. Gallop in 1884. 

MARIA HOUGHTON . 

Maria went W est as a misf<ionary' 
and it is said, suffered many hardsll ips 
in the prosecution of her self-appointed 
work for the benefit 0: others. 

REV. JOHN COLBY'S BOOK. 

Page 35. 
Rev. John kept a journal and it was 

published in a book of two or thi'ee: 
hundred pages. Occasionly, we find a. 
copy in the hands of some old people . 



SUTTON. 

LITTLE HOUSHOLD PET. 

EY MRS. EMILY .J. COLBY.* 
In the spring time, low, we laid her, 

Darling, little , household pet, 
And our hearts ar e tilkc1 with anguish 

Ancl Our eyes with tears are wet. 

Yes, we miss he r, sadly miss her 
In the p arlor, in the ha ll ; 

Ott we stop a nCl listen, lis ten 
For Ilel' m erry voice to call. 

Can the angels need the children 
On that bligllt, celestial p I a ll! ? 

Is the heavenly music sweeter 
That they join th e glael r efra in ? 

Perhaps the Father saw OUl' n eea 
And to draw our Ileart~ to Him 

Took our treaSllTe up to Heaven , 
That we might. long to enter there. 

Oft we hear our darling 's voice 
Sweetly calling Father, come! 

Father , motiw,r. m eet your children 
In this bright, celestial home." 

WHERE IS MY CHILD TO-NIGHT? 

I do not see my darling to-day 
Amid the buttercups and clover , 

I woncler if they miss in their p lay 
The face of their sweet littl e lover. 

Oh, buttercups! gleaming go lden, 
Fair, ox-eye dasies silvery white, 

Tell me as you nod and blossom, 

Wller e is m y cllild to-night ? 

Oh, honey-bee ! you jollv rover, 

Do you miss the littl e feet to-day 
As you dip in and out the clover ? 

" ' here is she, honev-bee, say, oh ! say? 

Brigllt sunshine bUl'uing warm and ye llow, 
Do you miss the g lea m of goli!en ha ir ? 

Dear bobolink, with ton e so mellow, 
Where is the , singing voice so rare? 

The bnttercup drops its p etals , 
Sadly the daisy bends its head , 

The bobolink whispers the lilies 

"IIer winsome. glad maiden is dead." 

EM ILY .J, COLBY. 

ROLL OF HONOR, 
The following is a lis t of t h e 

soldiers o f Sutton tha t have b een in , 

i the service of the Un ited States:

ICompiled hy FREEMAN HYDE. 

REVOLUTIONARY SO LDIERS . 

J AMES CAMPBELL : 

.JESSE AINGER: 

SAMUEL WINSLOW: 

REV. AlIWS B ECKWITH: 

MOSES H. BREWER. 

SOLDIERS OF 1812. 

LUTHER NICHOLS : IlATID BREWER: 

J EREMIAH PARKER: J ETHRO SANBORN; 

NATHAN RlCH~RDSON, 

SOLDIERS OF 1861:" 

THIRD VERMONT REGI MENT. 

Silas Coble ig h , Co . C., died March 

12, 1862 : 

John , Blake, Co. G., now living in 

Sheffield. .. 

Hugh C r ow, Co . G, killed on' 

NarmRiver, May 14, 1864. 

Perry C. D ean, Co. G, died, Dec 

5, 1874. 

Mark W. Gray . Co . G, killed in the 

B!tttle of the Wilderness, May 5, 
1864. 

David Rattray, Co. G, killed in the 

Battle of the Wilde rness , May 5, 1864. 

Aug u s tus R. Stone, living in Sutton. 

FOURTH VER~WNT REGIMENT. 

Aruniah Burt, CO. C, killed in the 


Battle ot the Wild erness, May, 5, 

1864. 


*Mrs, Emily J . Colby of Sutton is the grand. I S'j W G C C 1" . 
1 as . ray, o . IVlng III

daughter of Deac. Thomas Colby; George W , I 
Colby, her hu"band, the g ,·and.nephew of the S utton. 

Rev. John Colby. Mrs. Colby'~ lion de plume I Charles H. Ball, Co . D , living in 

l S Dora Sutton. Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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Gen. W. Ball, Co. D, living near 

FlInkstown, July 10, 1863 . 

Joel Ball, Co. D. 

Marcellus Colby, Co. D, loosllig 
one arm, living in Bnrke. 

William H. Goodwin, Co D. ' 
Luther B. Harris, Co. D. livino- in

'" Lyndon. 
Nehemiah R. Moulton, Co. D killed 

at Fredricksburg, Dec. 13, 1862. 
HT'll' 
n 1 lam F. Stoddard, Co. D, living 

at Lyndon. 

J ason Power~, Co. E, living m 
Canada. 

Charl es H. Carlton, Co. D . 

Samuel H . Dow,Co. D. 

Williiml M . Nesbith, Co . D. 

.Joel Streeter, Co.D, killed at the 
Battle ~ of the Wildernesf<, May 5, 
1864. 

Atel R. Smith. 

Marston H. Bartlett, died August 
23, 181'iS . 

SIXTH V~RM?NT REGIMENT. 

Lewis P . Clark, Co. C, died. Mar. 
22, 1864 

ArthUl' C. Blake, Co. E,. died, Dec. 
16, 1864. 

Amos Ham, Co.E,living in New 
Hampshire. 

SEVENTH VERMONT REGIMENT. 

Elmer W. Sherman, Co. G. 

Bowman F. Caswell , Co. H., killed 
by a tree since the war. 

Alanson Switzer, Co. H., died m 

Insane ' Assylum. 

EIGHTH YERMONT REGIniENT. 

Charles A. Heyer, Co. C. 

William H.McLain, Co; C. 

John Farn'ell , Co. C, 

Lund Henry, Co. C. 

Pel'l'Y' 'Pol~tel', ., CO. C, living in 
Burke. 

NTNTH VERMONT REGIMRNT 

Freeman Caswell, Co. H. 

Elmer W . Sherman, Co. G. 

I Elroy F. Wheeter, Co . B. 

TENTH VERMONT REGIMENT. 

Kimball Ball. Co. A. 

Riley C. Merj'iam, Co. K, living in 
New Hampshire. 

ELEVENTH VERM':'; NT REGIMENT. 

Nathan Smith, Co. A., killed, June 
23, 1864. 

Alexander Lucie, Co. A. 

Edmund L. Carr, Co. K, living m 

Burke. 

Alfred Q. Evans, Co. K . 

George E. Frost, Co. K, died in 
Ander80nville pJ·ison. 

John W. Joh11son, Co. K, died in 

Andersonville Prison. 
Hial B. Willard, Co. K, living in 

New Hampshire. 

Moses Willard, Co. K, living in 
Barton. 

Thomas Ransom, Co. L. 

FIFTEENTH VERMONT RIWIMENT. 

Thomas Berry, Co. G. living in 
Barton. 

George H. Blake, Co. G, living in 
Barton . 

Cbarles Bundy, Co. G, living in 
Sutton . 

George Bundy, Co. G, died, Feb 
19, 1868. 

Lucius J. Campbell, Co. G, living 
in 8utton . 

Warner C. Glidden, Co. G. 

Lewis W. Gordon, Co. G, living in 
Sutton. 



SUTTON. 

'"{'homas C. Green, Co. G, living in 

Sutton. 

Otis Ham, Co. G. 

Freem Hyde, Co. G, living in 

SuttOn. 

Alvin C. Jewell, Co. G. 

Calvin R. Stone, Co. G. 

John B. Webster, Co. G. 

Charles G. Flint, Co. G, living in 

Sutton. 

Aaron W. Willey, Co. G, living in 
Barton. 

FIRST VER~fONT CAVALRY. 

Ira S. Bryant, Co. D. 


William I-I. Daniels, Co. I. 


John N. Frost, Co. 1, killed 


action. 
Page 11, the poem at the EastmanWilliam R. Roundy, Co. D, living 

family gathering was not written by J. 
in Sutton. E. Willard, but by his brother C. W. 

Alonzo Wilson, Co. G, living in IWillard. Having publi,hed some po-

Massachusetts. 

Loren W. Young, Co. D, living in 

Sutton. 

Dyer Caswell, Co. D. 

Thomas R. Gibson; Co. 1. 

Richard Jenness, living in Lyndon. 

WIlliam R. Page, Co. 1. 

William Richards, Co. I. 

Freeman Heyde, Co. D, living in 

·Sutton. 

Lewis C. H eyde, Co. D ,died, Oct.. 

19, 1869. 

SOLDIERS BURIED IN SUTTON. 

(Not creditnd to this Town.) 

Jacob B. Ainger; Zelotus Drown; . 

Charles A. Pierce; Zeno Willey; 

Wm. M.. Tibbetg ; Leander Snelling: 

SOLDI~RS NOW LIVING IN WTTON. 

( Not before mentioned. ) 

Samuel N. Whipple; Luther Battles; 

Sargent J. Whipple; Charles Switzer; 

Loami B. Sanborn; James 1\1. Craig; 

Thomas J . Mitchell ; Stephen Rerry; 

Sewell B, Simpson; Arthur Kincaid; 

Henry C. Mitchell;· C. W. Joy; 

~Solomon . Mitchell; Oscar Page; 

George N. M. Bean. 

ERRATA. 

Page 5, lioe 9, for "5$;" read 3. 
Page 7, and 8 for Amesburg, Mass ., 

read Amesbury, Ma~s. Same page, col
umn 2, line 1 for "Isaac," read Roger. 

Page 9, column 2, line 22, for to
ward C. W. Willard's residence. read 

in IC W Willey'S. line 34 for Lyndia read 
Cyndia. 

etry for the former, not then knowing 
of his brothel', the copy coming with 
the manuscript of the historian, we ap
peal' to have taken it for granted it was 
all the historian's, and it got priu ed 
before our mistake was pointed out to 
us. .,It is all in the family," but we 
are quite chagrined for it. 

Page 14, line 5, read Ira Goodridge; 
sallIe page "for Eugene M. Campbell, 
put Somebody"[re'cd after printing] 

Page 15, for lVIoulton RichaTdson, 
read Bradbm;y. 


Page 24, read Arnold for Gould; p. 27, 

Maxfield for Maxwell; p. 29 Bowley for 

Boley; Enoch for Enos; 3 lines from p. 

foot, Rice for Blake; 30 Dallofffor Dal

off; 31 Joseph T. Blake for Joseph E. 


INDEX 

of the surnames of the pr~nciplp, early 

families of Sutton. 

Adams, Abner, 33: Ainger, Jesse, 27 : 

Anthony, Capt John , 27,29,37: 


. James D. Johnson. Atwood, Peter , John, 14, 33,4,9,40 : 
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Bacon, James, 36: Ball,15. 29 31 etc: 
Beckwith, Rev. Amos & family; John, 
Esq . & family, 14,15,16, 38, 39 , 40, 
41, 51 : Bean, Stephen F, 18 : 
Blake, Enoch, Isaac, Samuel, Stephen, 
Enos, etc. 5, 29, 30,31, 2, 3, ·bO, .50 : 
Boley, Benjamin, 29: Brewer, 32, 3 : 
Bean, Day'd, 29: Brown, And'w, 40, 51 : 
Brown, Rev. Elisha. Jacob, 17,20: 
Brockwuy, 37,41, 42,43: 

, Cahoon. Dan'l, James, Sani'l and fam 
ilies, 28, 9, 32,4: Cheney, Roswell, 13 : 

, Campbell, .James, J ames Jr., Captain 
James and familes, 13, 27, 34, 36, 38; 

, Clark & NIghtingale 24: Corless, 33 : 
, Colby, Dan'l, Dea. Thos. and families, 

Rev. John, 9, 15,16,17,27,33,4,5, 
40, 44, 52 : Cross Rev. David ] 7 : 

, Curtis, Thaddeus, 40; 

Densmore, 'William and family, 42 ; 

Eastman, Rogel', Isaac, Stel'hen, hli, 
David, 5,7, 8, 10; Easterbrooks, 50 : 

Fisk, Caleb, 9, 14: Goodridge, 14, 42: 

, Gliddin, Priscella, Nathanir l, 37: 
Goodell, Abiel, Jonas, 34, 36, 37; 

Hidden, Otis, 27: Hill, Rev . Mark, 49: 
Hine, E lder Philimon, 23: H oughton, 

William and family, 51, 52 ; 


Lee, Dan'l Ezra, etc 13, 28,32,41,2: 

Leonard, Charles, 33: 


, Maxfield, E' del' Eliphalet, 14: 


N asmith, John, 36 : Norris, Zebulon, 

Rev. Moses, 37; 8 : 


Orclltt, Samuel and family, 14, 29 : 


Putnam, .Jockton, Joseph , 51 : 


Quimby, Elders Daniel, Joshua, ;'7,29, 

' 32,35,36: 

Ramsey, William, Robert, 36,42: 
Richardson, Deacon Bradbury, Joseph 

and families, 32; 


Sanborn Jethro, William, 36 : 

Shaw, E noch, Jacob, .John, William, 

",;14,36, 37, 39,40 : Silver, Levi, 37 : 

Smith, .Josiah and family 34,6,40,41: 
St.oddard, Ezra, J oshua, 36, 41 : 
S treeter , Benjamin, 40 : 

Tahor, Doctor Lemuel, Rev. L. H . 41 : 
Tafts, D eacon Laban, Asa, Andrew, 
M. A., Moulton, C. S. Potc 5, 12,46,51 : 
True, Enoch, Deacon, ThoLflas, Pear
so:!'!, etr,4, 37,38,40: Ta~ ker,Rev ., 14 : 

Way, Jacob, James, H arris, 13,17,40: 
Wiggins, Rev. Silas, 18,44: Winslow, 
Samuel, Elisha, 31: .Willeys Stephen , 
C. W. etc, 27,8,9: W'il1arr1,Johll E., 
C. W. 5,7,11,12, 22, 28, 29, 34,3 7: 
W oudman, Rev. Jonathan and family, 
]7 , 18,49,50, Deacon Peter, 12. 

LISTS: Grantees, 24 ; First T own 
Officers, 29; Town Clerks, 22; Listers, 
20, 21; Constables 21, 2; Selectmen, 
45,46; Representatives, 44, 45: Town 
Treasurers, 21. 

The Mrmbers of the First Church 
in Towl1,-Fne Will Baptist, 16; the 
present Free Will Baptist Pastor at 
Sutton, Rev. F. L. Wiley, and Past 
Pastor T. C. Moulton and Reverend 
Mr. Dame, 18. 

T he Ring CIlIlrch, 16; 
The Second Free Will Baptist Church, 

17, 18; General Free Will Baptist 
Conference at Sutton, 18. 

The First Methodist Church in Sut
ton, E arly Members, ] 8; List of their 
Preachers , 18,19; Second Methodist 
Church Sutton, Rev. H .P. Cushing, 19: 

Advent and Seventh Day Bapti~t 
Church, 15,20; Sarah Tilton's Prayer 
Cure, ] 9. 

Soldiers of the Revolution and the 
War of 181253, of the War of 6L 
l)age 53,54. The Great Muster, 13. 

T en of the largest Maple-Sugar 
Produc~rs in the Country, 26. 

Poems : C. W. Willard, 11,12; J . 
E. Willard, 22; Mrs. Colby, 53. 
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THE MILITARY HISTORY 

AND 

Census of Bennington County, 
BY HON. HILAND HALL, LL. D. 

THE COUNTY OF BENNINGTON. Pownal, 

BY HON. HILAND HALL. 
Readsborongb, 

Notices of the Oounty prior to 

1860 are found in Volume I at pages IRupert, 

121 and 250-253. 

POPlJLATION. 

At page 251 is a table showing 
the population of each of the. towns 
in the county, at the dates when the 
census was taken up to and includ
ing the c:;nsus of 1860.--Below is 
a like table of the popUlation of the 
same towns by the census of 1860, 
1870, 1880, as follows: 
Bennington 00.--1860-1870--1880. 
Arlington, 

Bennington, 

Dorset, 

Glastenbury, 

Laudgl'oye, 

Manchester, 

Peru, 

gain 386. 
-4302--5760-6333, 

gain 2031. 

Sandgate, 

Searsburg, 

Shaftsbury, 

Stamford, 

Sunderland, 

Winhall, 

Woodford, 

--1 '733-1705--20L5, 
gain 282. 

- 929- 828- 745, 
10s8 184. 

--1103--1017-- 957, 
loss 146. 

805 -705-- 681, 
loss 124 

263-- 235-- 232, 
loss 31. 

--1937--2027-1887, 
loss 50. 

760-- 633- 726, 
loss 34. 

567- 553- 655, 
gain 88. 

741- 842- 721, 
loss 20. 

379-- 371-- 487.. 
gain 108. 

-19443-21325-21947. 

By this table it will be seen tbat 
the popUlation of tbe county for the 

--2090-2195-2005, twenty years from 1860 to 1880 has 
loss 85. increased from 19,143 to 21,947, be

-- 47- 119- 241, i ing a gain of 2,504 and that in 
gain 194. ,general there has been a slight 

-- 3~0- ;302- 266, decrease in the towns which are 
loss 74. I almost exclusively devoted to agri

-1688-1897-1928, Icultural pursuits; while the gain 
gain 240. : in numbers has been in those 

... - 556, .i i engaged in manufactures and lum
gain 13. 'bering, viz: in Arlington, Benning
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ton, Glastenhury, Manchester, Pow
nal, Sunderland' and vV oodford. The 
large percentage of increase in Glas
tenbury is attributed to the construc
tion of the Glastenbury railroad of 
about 9 miles in length from Ben
nington up into the mountain regions 
from which lumber and charcoal 
have be\Cln more cheaply transported 
to the South and East than formerly. 

BENN~NG'rON COUNTY IN 

rHE WAll FOR 

THE UNION. 


The patrotic ardor which per

taining the government of the Union 
was intense. 

The Star Spangled Banner was 
sung and stirring resolutions were 
unanimously passed to take the most 
energetic measures to raise men for 
that purpose. Similar patriotic ae
tion was taken by other tOWIlS of the 
Oounty. 

The' Governor' of the state had 
promptlycaHed an extrasession of the 
J..Iegislature which met on the 23d 
of April and enacted laws for rais

ing, organizing and equipping as 
vaded the North on the fall of Fort volunteers, or by drafting, if found 
Sumpter and the consequent call of necessary, such number of regiments 
the President of April 15th, 1861, as might be required by the General 
for 75,000 volunteers, was as earnest Government; and also made provis
and active in the tow~ and county of . i~nB for paying the noncommis
Bennington in its determination to I slOned officers and privates who 
suppl;ess the rebellion and preserve should enter the service, $7 per 
the union, as in any part of the month beyond the usual pay all~wed 
country. In Rennington, the flag ?y the .United States. To met the 
of the stars and strips, the symbol lmmedl~te call of the President, ten 
and representative of love of country ~~m?am.e8 of already organized mil
and of the Union, was at once sus- Itla In ddferent towns of the State 
pended across the street and dis- were mustered into the service of 
played on public buildings and pri- the United States on the 2d ofJ\by, 
vate dwellings. for three months, which constituted 

the First Vermont Regiment in the 
THE FIRST WAR-MEETING. War for the Union. 'l'hecompanies 

A public meeting was held on the were from the following tows, viz; 

evening of the 1.9th of April, filling Company A., Swanton, :FrankJin Co. 
nT'the largest hallm town, that was at- 0 o. ])Y., nTH 00d t S oc,k H IndSOl' CO 


tended and addressed by men of, . . 

both political parties. During the Co. 0., St. Albans, Franklin Co' 

meeting news came of the massacre Co. D., Bradford, Orange 00. 

on the morning of that day, of Mass~ Co. E., Cavendish, Windsor Co. 

achusetts men on their way at the Co. J<'. , Northfield, Washington Co. 

call of the President for the defence Co. G., Brandon, Rutland Co. 

of the Capitol;by a mob of Seces-: Co. H., Burlington, Chittenden Co. 

sionists at Baltimore. '1'he day was i Co. I., Middlebury, Addison Co. J 

recalle~ as the anniversary of the Co. K., Ruthmd, Untland 00. 

murden~g aSBult on the Revolution- '1'he regiment was under the com

~ry patno~~ by the Br~tish at Lex- mand of 001. J. W. Phelps and C011

mgton. Ihe enthUSIasm for sus- sisted of 780 men. 
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BENNING'rON. 	 'I 

THE SEOOND REGIMENT 

FOR THREE YEARS SERVICE. 

A full company of volunteers for 
permanent service was speedily re
cruited in Bennington, a list of the 
names of which, both officers lmd 
men, with the towns from which 
they came, will be found iu the first 

SEOOND VERMON'f HEGIMEN'I' 

of Volunteers, it being a list of their 
names, the towns of their residence, 
their age, the dates, ranks and compa
nies in which they began service, 
with those of their several promo
tions and the dates and manner of 
the termination of their service; 

volume of this Gazetteer at page 259., co~piled from the Reports of the 
:f~i8 company of which the com-I AdJunt .oenera1 of the State, Vol. 3 

mlsSloned officers were: James H. 
Walbridge, Oaptain, and Newton 
Stone and William 
tenants, was the 
raised in the State 
years service, and 

H. 	 Oady, lieu
first company 
for the three 

accordingly be
canie Oompany A of the Regiment. 

The Regiment was mustered into 
the U. S. service, June 20, 1861, 
and continued in the service more 
than four years, until July 15th, 
1865 when the regiment was mus
tered out. 

The term of the men who had first 
enlisted had expired before that 
time and their places had been sup
plied by second enlistments of the 
same men in;Pf1rt, but lal'gely by new 
recruits, so that the m!Ljority of the 
men, both officers and pri vates of 
which the regiment has beeu origi
nally composed was probably, from 
this cause in connection with the 
various casualties incident to so long 
11 service, no longer members of it. 

This remark applies with slowly 
decreasing effect to the subsequently 
raised regiments for the three veal~s 
service. " 

All the troops hereafter mentioned 
were. for three years, except the 
13th and 14th regiments, which were 
for 9 months only. 

The following is a Roster of the 
}fIELD, STAI;F AND OO)!PAN'Y 

OFFICERS from the Oounty of Ben
nington of the 

for I886. 

JA~IES H. WALBRIDGE 

of Bennington, age 34, entered the 
service as Oaptain, Co. A, May 14, 
1861; Major, May 21, 1862; Lieut. 
001. Jan. 8, 1863; Oolonel, Feb. 9, 
18H3; resigned, Apr. 1, 18H4. 

:SEWTON STO:SE 

of Bennington, age 2:1, entered the 
service as 1st Lieut., 00. A, May 14, 
1861; Oapt. 00. 1, Jan. 22, 1862; 
Major, Jan. 8, 181iS; Lieut. 001. Feb. 
9,18.63; Oolonel, 2, 1864; killed 
at the battle of the Wilderness, Va. 
May 0, 181)4. Ilis remains were 
brought to Benningten and interred 
in the old Oentre burying-ground, 
where an appropriate monument is 
erected to his memory. 

GUILFOIW S. LADD 

of Bennington, age 30, entered the 
service .June 11,1861, resigned July 
17,1862. 

WILLLUI H. CADY 

of Bennington, age 24, entel'ed the 
service as 2d Lieut., 00. l\fay 14, 
18Hl; lst Lieut., 00. A, .J!tn. 22, 
18H2; Oapt., May 21, 18H2; woundpd 
at the Wilderness, Va., May 5, 18n4; 
mustered out of service, June 29, 
1864; He died at Bennington, Feb
ruary 24, 1879. 



PltATT STONE 

of Readsboro', aged 26, entered the 
serviee as private, Co. A, May 20, 
1861 ; Serg't., Nov. 1, 1861; 1st 
Sergt, Oct. 14, 1862; woundcd,May 
3, 1863, re-enlisted, Dec. 21, 1863 ; 
1st Lieut., 00. D, June 20, 1864; 
Oapt., Dec. 24, 1864; resigned, 
June 9, 1865. 

EUGENE O. COLE 

of Shaftsbpry, age 27, private, 00. 
A. entered service, May 7, 1861 ; 
Serg't, June 20, 1861; 1st Serg't., 
Sept. 14. 1861 ; 2d Lieut. 00. A, 
May 21, 1862 ; 1st Lieut., Oct. 17, 
1862 ; mustered out of service, June 
29, 1864. (See Pifth Regiment.) 

EDWARD W. APPLETON 

of Bennington, age 23, entered the 
serdce as private, Co. A, May, 14, 
1861; 1st Sergt., June 20, 1861; 
2d IJient., 00. H, Sept. 12, 1861; 
1st Lieut., Co. B. Jan. 25, 1862 ; 
discharged for disability, Sept. 25, 
1862. 

OTIS V. ESTES 

of Bennington, age 25, private, Co. 
A, May 7, 1861; Sergt., June 20, 
1861; 1st Sergt" May 21, 1862; 2d 
Lieut., Oct. 17, 1862; wounded, 
May 12, 1864; mustered out May 
25, 1864. . 

BURR T. OOLE 

of Shaftsbury, age 19, private, 00. 
A, Sept. 15, 1862; wounded, May 
6, 1864; Oorporal, December 1, 
1864; 1st Sergt, Feb. ')', 1865; 2d 
Lieut., June 7, 1865; mustered out 
as 1st Sergt., July 21, 1865. 

OHARLES M. BLISS 

of Woodford, age 34, entered the 
service as private, Co. A, May 7, 
1861; Sergt., June 20, 1~61; 2d 
Lieut., Sept. 2, 1861. Honorably 
discharged, October 4, 1862. 
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RL:"SSELL FISK 

of Bennington, age 36, private, 00. 
A, Dec. 1, 1863; Sergt. Major, Peb. 
7, 1865; 2d Lieut., June 7, 1865; 
mustered out as Sergt. :Major, July 
15, 1865. 

This Regiment was in 28 engage
ments. 

THE FOURTH REGIMENT. 

'rhe three years company A of 
the 4th regiment was recruited at 
Bennington, of which John E. Pratt 
was captain, Abel K. Parsons and 
Gideon H. Burton, lieutenants. A 
list of both the officers and men with 
the towns from which they came 
will be found in VoL 1 of this Gazet
teer at page 260. This company 
with the regiment was mllstered 
into service Sept. 26. 1861, and mus
tered out, July 13, 1865. 

ROSTER OF THE ]1'IELD, STA FF AND 

COMPANY OFFICERS. 

JOHN E. PRATT 

of Bennington age 26, entered the 
service as Oapt., Co. A, Aug. 27, 
18tH; Major Apr. 30, 1864; Lieut. 
001., Mal'. 14, 1865; mustered out 
July 13, 1865. He died, in Ben
nington, Oct. 7, 1882. 

HENRY T. C17SHMAN 

of Bennington, age 18, enlisted as 
Reg. Qt. M. Sergt., Mar. 1862, com
missioned, Jan. 29, 1863; mustered 
out, Sept. 30, 1864. 

JOHN H. OUSIHIAN 

of Bennington, age 32, Quartermas
ter, Aug. 10, 1861 ; mustered into 
service, Sept. 21, 1861 ; resigned, 
Jan'y. 24, 1863 ; died in Benning
ton, 187

HOWARD O. CHAPIN 

of Readsboro', age 20, private, 00. 

13, 1861, Corp.; Sept, 


Lieut., Co. B. 

Aug. 1, 1862; 1st Lieut., 00. F, 


1861, Sergt.; 2d 

'. 

.... 

I 
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Apr. 1, 1863; Capt., May 5, 1864; SAMUEL C. BURNHAM 

mustered out, July 13, 1865. 

of Manchester, age 22, 2d Lieut., 
ABEL K. PARSONS 00. E, Aug. 30, 1861; 1st Lieut., 

of Bennington, aged 32, 1st Lieut., 00. E, July 24, 1862; Oapt., Oct. 6, 
Aug. 27, 1861; mustered into service, 1862; resigned 1<'eb. 17, 1863. 
~ept: 21. 1861; killed in action at 
Oold Harbor, Va., June 3, 1864. I GEO. H. SESSIONS 

GIDEON H. BURTON 

of Bennington, aged 23, 2d Lieut., 
00. A, .A ug. 27, 1861; 1st Lieut., 
July 17, 1862; resigned, Feb. 14, 
1863. 

NATHAN A. SMITH 

of Shaftsbury, aged 19, private, 00. 
A, Sept. 2, 1861; Oorp. , July 31, 
1863; re-enlisted Dec. 15, 1863; 
wounded May 5, 1864; Sergt., Sept. 
21, 1864 ; Reg't. Qt. M. Sergt., Feb. 
4, 1865; 2d Lieut., Feb. 27, 1865; 
mustered ou t July 13, 1865. 

This regiment was in twenty-six 
engagements. 

THE FIB'TH REGIMENT. 

The three years Oompany E. of 
the Fifth Regiment was recruited at 
Manchester and with the regiment 
was mustered into service, Sept. 16, 
1861; and mustered out, June 29, 
1865. 

ROSTER OF THE FIELD, STAFF AND 
OOMPANY OFFICERS FROM BEN
NINGTON 00. 

CHARLES P. DUDLEY 

of Manchester, age 26, Oapt., 00. 
E, Aug. 30, 1861; Major, Oct. G, 
1862; Lieut.-Ool., May 6, 1864; 

. died, May 21, 1864, of wounds re
ceived at the battle of the Wilder
ness, May 10, 1864. 

EUGENE O. COLE 

of Bennington, age 31, appointed 
Major, Dec. 26,1864; Brevet Lieut. 
001., Apr. 2, 1865, for gallantry in 
the battle of Petersburgh, Va., Apr. 
2, 1865; Lieut. 001., June 9, 1864; 
mustered out as Major, June 29,1865. 

of Manchester, age 21, enlisted in 
the Vet. Res. Oorps, Sept. 16, 1863; 
transferred into Oo.-May 7, 1864; 
1st Lieut., 00. I, July 25, 1864; 
Oapt. 00. E, Nov. 10, 1864; muster
ed out, June 29, 1865. 

WARREN R. DUNTON 

of Dorset, age 22, private, 00. E, 
Aug. 14, 1861; 1st Sergt., Sept.16, 
1861 ; 2d Lieut., 00. P, June 21. 
1862; transferred to 00. 0, July 9, 
1862; 1st Lieut., 00. B, Nov. 22, 
1862; honorably discharged, Mar. 
31, 1863, for wounds in action at 
Fredericksburgh,Va., Dec. 14,1862. 

JEROME GLEASON 

JOSHUA A. SHATTUCK 

of Winhall, age 19, private 00. E., 
Dec. 8, 1863; wounded June 3,1864; 
Oorp. Oct. 24,1864; Sergt., Dec. 16, 
1864; 2d Lieut., June 4, 1865; mus
tered out of service as Sergt. Jun('l 
29, 1865. 

This regiment was in twenty-five 
engagements. 

FIRST OA V ALRY REGIMENT. 

THREE YEARS. 

The next company that was en
listed in the Oounty of Bennington, 
was 00. G. of the first Oavalry Reg
iment, which was mainly recruited 
at Bennington. 'rhe regiment was 
mustered into the service, Nov. 19, 
1861, and mustered out Aug. 9, 1865. 

9 
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ROSTER OF FIELD, STAFF AND OOM-i 

PANY OFFICERS l?ROM BENNING

TON OOUNTY. 

WILLIAM D. COLLINS 

of Bennington, age 37, Major, Nov. 
1, 1861; mustered, Nov. 19, .1861 ; 
resigned, May 7, 1863. 

.T AMES A. SHELDON 

of Hupert, age 39, Oapt., Oct. 18, 
1861 ; resigned, Mar. 12, 1862. 

ALVAH R. HASWELL 

of Benningtou, age 19, private, 00. 
G, Oct. 2, 1861; Sergt., Dec. 24, 
18G2; wounded, Sept. 13, 1863; 
re-enlisted Dec. 30, 1863; 1st Lieut., 
00. G, Nov. 19, 1864; Oapt., 00. 
G, .May 9. 1865 ; transferred to 00. 
E, June 21, 1865, by reason of con
solidation of the regiment; muster
ed out of service, Aug. '9, 1865. 

GEORGE H. BEAN 

of Pownal, age 34, 1st Lieut., 00. 
G, Oct. 18, 1861; Oapt., Apr. 10, 
1862; dismissed the service, Apr. 
28, 1863. 

FRANK RAY 

of Bennington, age 23, private, 00. 
G, Sept. 26, 1861; 1st Sergt., Nov. 
19, 1861 ; 1st Lieut., 00. G, Oct. 4, 
1862; Capt. 00. G, Apr. 28, 1863; 
wounded, May 11, 1864; killed in 
action at Mount Olive, Va., Oct. 9, 
1864. 

DENNIS M. BLACKMER 

of Bennington, age 22, 2d Lieut.Oo. 
G. Oct. 18, 1861; 1st Lieut. Apr. 
10, 1862 ; resigned, July 18, 1862. 

FHEDERICK W. COOK. 

of Manchester, age 22, private,Oo.G, 
Sept. 28, 1861; 00. Oom. Sergt.,July 
19, 1863; re-enlisted, Dec. 30, 1863; 
2nd Lieut., 00. G, Nov. 19, 1864; 
1st Lieut., May 9, 1865; mustered 
out, June 21, 1865. 

'!'his regiment was in seventy
three engagements. 

,
THl!: SEVENTH REGIMENT. 

THREE YEARS. 

Few men of the Seventh Hegi
ment were from Bennington. There 
is a record of only two officers, which 
is as follows: 

ARNOLD P. WAIT 

of Dorset, age 26, private, Co. D, 
Dec. 11,1861; Oorp., July 12, 1862; 
Sergt., Oct. 1, 1862; 1st Sergt., 
May 1, 1863; re-enlisted, Feb. 16, 
1864; 1st Lieut., Feb. 28, 1865. 
Honorably discharged Aug. 13, 
1865, for disability. 

GEORGE BROWN 

of Rupert, age 25, Sergt. Major, 
Feb. 12, 1862; 2nd Lieut., 00. E, 
Aug. 28, 1862 ; 1st Lieut., Dec. 9, 
1862. Dishonorably dismissed the 
service, Dec. 23, 1864, for habitual 
intoxication and being a worthless, 
inefficient officer. 

......This regiment was in five engage
ments.. 

'l'HE EIGHTH REGIMEN'!'. 

THREE YEARS. 

Of the Eigth Regiment there is a ' 
record of only one officer from the 
County, as follows: 

HYMENIUS A. DA YIS 

of Landgrove, age 18, private, 00. 
H, Dec. 23, 1861; Oorp., Feb. 18, 
1862; Sergt.; re-enlisted, Jan. 5, 
1864; 1st Sergt., Apr. 12, 1864; 2d 
Lieut., Mar. 3, 1865 ; mustered out 
of service, June 28, 1865. 

This regiment was in seven en-' 
gagements. 

THE TENTH REGIMENT. 

THREE YEARS. 

Oompany E of the Tenth Regi
ment was recruited at Benning
ton, of which Madison E. Win
slow was the first captain. 
The regiment was mustered in 
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service, Sept. 1, 1862 and mustered 
out June 29,1865. 

ROSTER OF THE OFFICERS ~'ROM 

BENNINGTON COUNTY. 

ALONZO B. VALENTINE 

of Bennington, age 32, Qt. M., July 
31,1862; promoted Capt. and Com. 
of ;;ubsistence U. S. Vols., March 2, 
1804 ; promoted to Bre-vet Major, June 
28, 1865 for meritorious f>ervices; lefL 
the army on account of the close of the 
war. 

MERRIT BARBER 

of Pownal, age 26, Co. E, 1st. Lieut. 
Aug. 7, 1862, appointed. Capt. and A 
A. G. U. S. Vols., December 31,1864: 
Brevet Major, Oct. 19, 1864, for 
gallantry in every action since May 5, 
1864, and particularly at Cedar Creek, 
Va., Oct. 19, 1864;- now, 1883, in 
the regular army of the United States 
with the rank of Major. 

SAMUEL GREER 

of Dorset, age 22, private, Co. C., 
Aug. 5,1862, Corp., Sept. 25, 1863; 
Sergt., July 23, "1864; wounded, Oct. 
19, 1864; 2d Lieut., Co. C, Dec. 19, 
1864; 1st Lieut, Feb. 9, 1865; muster
tered out of service, June 22, 1865. 

WALTER GRAHA1I 

of Arlington, age 21, private, Co. E, 
Jnly 19,1862; Corp., Nov. 29, 1862; 
Sergt., Dec. 27,1862; 1st Sergt., Dec. 
31,1862; .2d Lieut., June 15, 1865; 
mustered out as 1st Sergt., June 22, 
1865. 

This Regiment was in thirteen en
agements. 

THE SECOND REGIMENT 

OF u. s: SHARP SHOQTERS. 

THREE YEARS. 
Company H of this Regiment was 

mustered into the service, Dec. 31, 

BENNINGTON. 

1861, and mustered out, Dec. 31, 
1864. A portion of this company was 
from Bennington County. The record 
of the officers from the County is as 
follows: 

GILBERT HART 

of Dorset, age 34, Capt., Co, H, Dec. 
24,1861 ; resigned, Aug. 13,1862. 

WIJ_LIA~ NEWELL 

of Dorset, age 35, private, Co. H, 
Nov. 1, 1861; 1st Sergt, Dec. 31, 
1861 ;2d Lieut., Dec. 1,1862; Capt. 
May 18, 1864. Honorably diQcharged, 
as 2d Lieut., Oct. 17, ] 864, for wound 
received in action before Petersburgh, 
Va., June 21, 1864. 
This Regiment was in 24 engagements. 

FIRST BATTERY OF LIGHT 

ARTILLERY.-THREE YEARS. 

This Battery, or at least a portion 
of it, was recruited at South Shaftsbu
ry; was mustered into service, Feb. 
18, 1862, and mustered out, Aug. 10, 
1864. The record of its officers is as 
follows: 

GEORGE W. DUNCAN 

of Shaftsbury, age 45, Capt., Jan. 15, 
1826 ; resigned, Feb. 11, 1863. 

EDWARD RICE 

of Shaftsbury, age 23, 2d Lieut., Jan. 
15, 1862; 1st Lieut., Feb. 13, 1863; 
mustered out, Aug.lO, 1864. 

THOMAS READE 

of Shaftsbury, age 21, private, Dec. 1, 
1861; Qt. M., Sergt., Feb. 18, 1862; 
2d Lieut., July 14, 1862; 1st. Lieut., 
Feb. 14, 1863; resigned, Dec. 14,1863. 

This Battery was in 4 engagements. 

NINE MONTHS' MEN. 

A Brigade of Volunteers for nine 

months' service under the authority of 
the United States was raised in Ver
mont in the fall of 1862, consisting of 

'. 
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roaps 
in Virginia, until Lee's invasion of 
Pennsylvania, when they 'were all 

. marched to Gettysburgh where the 
13th, 14th and 16th tqok part in the 
ba~tles of the 2d anQ3d of July 1863. 
The other two regiments having been 
detached from Gen. Stannard's Brigade 
by Gen. Reynolds "to guard the Corps 
wagon-train in the rear." 

-THE TwELTH REGIMENT,
NINE MONTHS. 

This Regiment was raised in other 
parts of the State than in BeIIDington 
County: . mustered into the service, 
Oct. 4, 1862, and ont, July 14, 1863. 

It M,d but one officer from Benning
ton County, whose rf?cord is as follows: 

BENJAMIN F. KETCHUM 
of Manchester, a;:;e 28, Surgeon, Sept. 
19, 1862; mustered in, Oct. 4, 1862; 
mustered out, July 14, 1863. 

FOURTEENTH REGIMENT. 
NIJl.'"E MONTHS. 

Company· A of this Regiment was 
recruited at Bennington, and Company 
C at Manchester. The Regiment was 
mustered into service, Oct 21, 1862, 
and musteled out, July 30, 1863. 

ROSTER Ol' THE FIELD, STAFl-' AND COMO) Sept. 18, 1862; resigned, March 9, 

VERMONT HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

Field Regiments, amounting in the RANSOM O. GORE 
whole to 4840 men, the regimentB be- . 

ing numbered the 12th, 13th, 14th, of Bennmgton, age 28, Capt. Co, A, 


1" h d 16 h Th t d Aug 27, 1862; mustered out, July 30, 
.... t an t • esc serve 1863 
. 

JOSIAH B, MUNSON 

of l\-Ianchester, age 26, Capt., Co. C, 
Aug.28, 1862; mustered out, July 30, 
1863. 

WILLIAM H. )lUNN 

of Shaftsbury, age 24, 1st Lieut., Co. 
K, Sept. 18, 1862; Capt., Ft'b. 15, 
1863 j mustered out, J nly 30, 1863. 

EDWARD'N. THAYER 

of Bennington, age 28, 1st Lieut., Aug. 
27, 1862 jmusterl"d out, July 30. 1863. 


NATHAN L, ANDREW 


of Arlington, age 33, 1st Lieut., Co. 

C, Aug. 20, 1862; mustered out of 
service, July 30, 1863. 

CHARI,ES ALBRO 

of Bennington, age 22, 2d Lieut., Co. 
A, Aug. 27, 1862; mustered out, July 
30, 1863. . 

HENRY D. YOUNG 

of Manchester, age 25, 2d Lieut., Co. 
C, Aug. 28. 1862; mustered out, July 
30, 1863. . 

LEWIS P. FULLER 

of Stamford, age 45, 2d Lieut., Co. K, 

PANY OFFICERS FnOM BENNINGTON Co. 


NATHANIEL B. HALL 


of Bennington, age 36, Major, Sept. 

25, 1862; mustered out of service, 
July 30, 1863. 

HARRISON PRINDLE. 


of ~Ianchester, age 23, Adjutant, Oct. 

8,1862; mustered out, July 30,1863. 


CHARLES }<'IELD 


of Dorset, age 36, Quartermaster, Oct. 

8, 1862; mustered ont, July 30, 1863. 


1863. 

This Regiment. was in the battle of 
Gettysburgh, July 2d and 3d, 1863. 

THE SIXTEENTH REGIMENT,


NINE MONTHS. 


No part of this Regiment was re. 
cruited in Bennington County. It was 
mustered into service, Oct. 23, 1862, 
and out, Aug. 10, 1863. Th~rewasbut 
one officer from the Connty, whose 
services were as foHows: 
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IRA W. THOMA\) 

of Readsborough, age 22, 2d Lieut., 
Co. I, Sept., 20, 1862; resigned, Jan, 
13 1863. 

This Regiment was in the battIe of 
Gettysburgb, July 2d and 3d, 1863. 

SEVENTEENTH REGIMENT. 

The 17th Regiment was the latest 
corps of troops. that was raised in the 
State for the suppression of the rebel
lion, the men b"ing musmred by com
panies during the first Palf of the year 
1864. ].\bny of the officers and some 
of its men had served in the 9 months' 
regiments. The Regiment was mus
tered out, July 14, 1865. 

THE ROSTER OJ<' OFFICERS FR(I¥ BEN

INNGTON COUNTY is as follows: 

GEORGE HICKS 

of BenniI.lgton, age 23, 2d Lieut., Co. 
F, Apr. 9 1864; 13revet Capt., July 6, 
1864, for gallant and meritorious ser
vice in charge near Shand's house, Va.; 
killed in action, July qO, 1864. Cap

tain's commission dr.ted Nov. 1 1864. 


CHARLES A. WATSON 


of Dorset, age 19, private, Co. E, 

Mar. 15, 1864; Sergt., Apr. 12, 1864; 

wounded, June 26, 1864: 2d Lieut. 

July 10, 1865; mustered out as 1st 

Sergt., Co. E, July 14, 1865. 

This Regiment WaS in thirteen en
gagements. 

STAFF OFFICERS AT LRAGE. 

rfhe two officers named below though 
not reported by the Adjutant General, 
are believed to have served as follows: 

GEORGE D. HARRINGTON 

of Bennington, age-, entered the 
service as commissary of subsistence, 
l\'Eay 3, 1862; promoted to rank of 
Major, Mar. 13, 1865, and on same 

promoted to the rank of Colonel, 
Stationed most of the time at Camp 
Chase, Columbus, Ohio; discharged in 
the autumn of 1865. He died in Wash
ington City, Mar. 13, 1879. 

AI.BERl' WALKER 

of Bennington, age 49, entered the 
service as Commissaryof SUbsistence, 
with rank of Captain, Nov. 18,1862; 
resigned after the close of the war 
June 1865. 

NUMBER OF MEN FROM BENNINGTON 

OOUNTY. 

The following is a statement of the 
number of men furnisheo by each town 
of the County in answer to calls for 
troops from April 1861 to Sept, 30, 
1865, and the United States enrollment 
of each town: 

Arlington, 126 enrolled: furnished 129
surplus 3. 

Bennington, 344 enrol'd: furnish'd 358
surplus 14. 

Dorset, 121 enrolled: furnished 121. 

Glastenbury, enrolled 12: furnished 12. 

Landgrove, 34 enrolled: furnished 34. 

Manchester, 150 enrol'd: furnish'd 156
surplus 6. 

Peru, 43 enrolled: furnished 42
defi~ient 1. 

Pownal, 109 enrolled: furnished 113

surplus 4. 

Readsboro, 75 enrolled: furnished 78
surplus 3. 

Rupert, 86 enrolled; furnished 92
surplus 6; 

Sandgate, 57 enrolled: furnished 60 

surplus 3. 

Searsburg, 20 enrolled: furnished 20. 

Shaftsbury, 142 enrol'd: furnish'd 147
surplus 5. 

date to Lieut., Col., July 24 1865; IStamford, 53 enrolled: furnished 53. 
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Sunderland, ;) L enrolled: furnished 53. 
surplus 2. 

WinhaU, 73 enrolled: furnished 76
surplus 3. 

Woodford, 29 enrolled: furnished 30
surplus 1. 


Total; enrolled 1525, surplus 50, deti
cient 1, furnished 1574. 

THE BATTLE O~ BENNINGTON. 

AUGUST 16,1777. 

BY HON HILAND HALL. 

INTRODUCTORY 
. 

In the followmg account of the 

MAGAZINE. 

felt compelled to abandon them. The 
rear guard of his retreating army, un
der the command of Col. Seth Warner, 
was overtaken the next day, July 7, 
1777, at Hubbardtou, by alarg~ body 
of the enemy, and after a brave resist
ance, during which many were killed 
and wounded on both sides, was over
powered by nnmbers all.d obliged to 
give way. The greater portion of 
St. Clair's. force succeeded in forming 
a junction with Gen. Schnyler at Fort 
Edward, while the remnant of Colonel 
Warner's regiment, about 140 strong, 
took post at Manchester. 

. 
Burgoyne's army, numbermg about 

9 000 men was equipped and furnished 
Battle of Bennington, only th~ leading ~th every war-like material that 
facts ar~ attem?ted to be ~:ven,. n~- wealth and skill could supply, and con
merOuS mterestmg and eXCltmg mCI- sisted mostly of British and German 
dents being necessarily omitted. veterans with bodies of Canadians and . . ,

In order to have a just appreCIatIOn tories and a formidable horde of Indi.. ,
of the battle a~d its consequences, It ans. Its commander expected to make 
is necessary to call to mind the condi- a triumphant march to Albany, there 
tioll of country and of the State at to be met byan army from New York, 
the time of its occurrence. and thus by obt8.ining the control of the 

The campaign of 1776 inthe North Hudson River. and cutting off New 
ern department had been disastrous to Englaud from the other sta~s, to com
the American arms. After suffering plete the conquest of the country for 
severe losses our forces had been driven the King. He had already issued a 
from Canada iu great distress, and the flaming proclamation, threatening de
enemy by the destruction of the Amer- struction to the lives and property of 
ican :flotilla had obtained full command all who should oppose him, but prom
of the waters of Lake Champlain. ising protection and security to those 
Great numbers of troops were arriv- who should give him their adhesion, 
ing at Quebec from Europe, and a and offering payment "in solid coin" 
fearful invasion was expected at the for all provisions that should be brought 
opening of thf' lake in the spring. To to his camp. On the 10th of July, 
meet such an invasion extensive works having reached Skenellbough, (White
had been erected at Ticonderoga, on hall) he issued another proclamation in 
which great reliance was placed. But which he directed "the inhabitants of 
they were defective in arrangement, Castleton, Hubbardton, Rutland, Tin
and but partially manned, and on the mouth, Pawlet, Wells and Granville! 
approach of Gen. Burgoyne with a with the neighboring districts; also the 
powerful army, Gen. St. Clair found districts bordering on White Creek, 
they would be wholly untenable, and (Salem) Camden, Cambridge, &c.," to 
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send ten persons or more from each 
township to meet Col. Skeene at Cas
tleton on the 15th, who would commu
lJicate conditions upon which the per
sons and properties of the disobedient 
might yet be spared." The proclama. 
tion concluded with the following bar
barous threat: "This fail not under the 
pain of milit(try execution." 

To a large portion of the frontier in
habitants, Burgoyne's army appeared 
irresistable. If he should let loose his 
horde of sfl,vages upon them which in his 
first proclamation he said amounted to 
thousands, there would seem to be no 
escape fpr them. Great numbers from 
those towns, and some from towns still 
further to the south, repaired to Col. 
Skene and taking the oath of allegiance 
to the Crown,some from choice and 
some from supposed neeessity, received 
written protections for theirsecnrity. 

claimed jurisdiction and also the title 
of its lands. This claim was disputed by 
its inhabitants, who after a long and 
severe controversy, had by a conven
tion of the deligates held at Westmin
ster on the 17th of January, 1777, tle
dared the territory an independent 
State. At the time of the evacuation 
of Ticonderoga by St. Clair a. subse
quent convention of the new State was 
in session at Windsor, engaged in the 
work of framing its new constitution 
of government; and the abandonment 
of that post left the families of many 
of its members in immediate peril At 
the news of this alarming event the 
constitution was somewhat hurriedly 
adopted, and having appointed a Coun
cil of Safety to manage the affairs of 
the State until the regular government 
could be put in operation, the conven
tion adjourned. 

Of these many "took up Ilrms against The Councilof Safety thus constituted 
their country and joined the invading met first at Mancheser, but soon ad
army. But the more patriotic portion journed to Bennington, where it con
of the inhabitants scorning submission tinued in permanent session through
to the invaders, abandoned their homes outthe year, adopting and carrying in
to the mercy of the enemy, and taking. to effect the most energetic l.O.easures 
with them such of their effects as they' for protecting the State against its for
were able to transport tledto the south, eign" as well as its domestic enemies. 
some stopping in Bennington, but most Pressing messages having been sent to 
of them going on to their friends in iNewHampshire and Massachusetts for 
Berkhire Co. and Connecticut. Berk- ,aid such' of the militia as could be gath, 
r,hire county in the language of a con- ered were called out to strengthen the 
semporary, 'was burdened with thesefu- force of Col. Warner at :I\fanchester, 
gitives.' Nearly all of the territory be- where an attack was apprehended. A 
tween Bennington and the route of i permanent force to patrol the frontiers 
Burgoyne towards the Hudson and Al- and to guard against any covert out
bally was thus made in effect an ene· break of the tories in their midst, was 
my's country, and BellDington became indispensable; and to provide means 
a frontier town. : for maintaining such a force and to meet 

Prior to the Revolution the territory their other expenses in defending the 
of Vermont was known by the name State, the Council ordered the property 
of The New Hampshire Grants, over of those of their inhabitants that had 
which 'the government of New Yo~k joined the enemy to be seqoestered 

15 
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and sold. A proper fund being thus 
secured, a regiment of Rangers was 
organized under the command of CoL 
Samuel Herrick, which did valuable 
service to the State and country. 

New Hampshire responded nobly to-
the call of the Vermont Council, The 

Assembly at once ordered a large por
tion of their militia to be organized 
into a brigade and placed under the 
command of General John Stark. He 

the Hudson. Stark communicated his 
ine.tructions and declined obedience on 
the ground of the dangerous condition 
in which it would leave the people of 
Vermont, ane because he believed Bur

goyne would be more embarassed in his 
opertions by his remaining on his left, 
than by his joining the army in front. 
But for this refusal of Stark, which 
was founded on the soulldel\t military 
view of the state of affairs, Bennington 

had served with credit ahd honor in Iwould have been in a measure defence

the previous French war and as Colo
nel at Bunker Hill, and in Canada, 
and under Washington at Trenton, 
and Princeton, but Congress had pro
moted junior officers over him, and he 
had resigned his ~ommission and re
tired from the service, though he re
tained the same patriotic ardor M be
fore. He was reluctant to be placed un· 
del' officers he had • mtranked and there 

less, and would, doubtless, have fallen 
a prey to the enemy. 

At l\>Ianchester, Stark found that a 
considerably large body of the enemy 
which for some time had been at Cas
tleton, threatening Manchester and to 
crOS8 over to Connecticut River, had 
marched to the Hudson. He, with his 
force, passed on to Bennington, where 
he arrived on the 9th. He was aecom-

WM also at the time a very general dis- panied by Col. Warner, whose conti
trust in New England of Gen. Schuyler nental regiment was left at Manchester 
who was in command of the Northern under the command of Lieut. Colonel 
department; for which reasons General Samuel Safford. At Bennington, Gen. 
Stark's written instructions were of a Stark encamped for a few days, col
discretionary character. He was di- .lecting information in regard to the 
rected "to repair to Charleston, No.4 position and the designs of the enemy, 
and when the troops were collected and consulting with the Council of 
there "to take the command of them Safety, and with Col. Warner relative 
and march into the State of Vermont, to future operations. 
and there act in conjunction with the Th f B ' e towards e progress 0 urgoyn 
troops of that State, or any other Alb h d b t ded b tha 
of the States, or of the United States, 
or seperatly, as it should appear expe' . 
dient to him, for the protection of the 
people or the annoyance of the enemy." 

C!'ossing the Green Mountain from 
Charleston with the greater part of his 
command, Stark reached Manchester 
on the 7th of August, where he met 
Gen. Lincoln, who had been sent from 
Stillwater by Gen. Schuyler to con-

any a een so re ar y

1 dill It' f th 't d th 
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natura ICU leso e rou e, an e 
'b t' th . h' b . th .~0 "truc Ions ' l'Own III IS way y e 
A' th t 't 1 thmerlCans, a 1 was near y a mon 

f h' d t f 'T' nde og a tel' IS epar ure rom 1CO r a 
before he reached the Hudson River. 
Here he found himself so deficient in 
provisions, and a180 in cattle and car
riages for transportation that he was 
mnch embarrassed about the means for 
advancing further. Learning that the 

duct his militia to the west bank of articles he most needed had been col
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lected at Bennington as a convenient i Nort11 Hoosick. Here he found a party 
depot to supply the American forces, of Americans in possession of a mill 
he resolved to seize them for the use of which they abandond on his approach, 
his own army. and in the mill, on the head of a barrel, 

For this service Lieut. Col. Baume he wrote Burgoyne an account of his 
was selected. Burgoyne in his Jetter to 
the English Ministry states the force 
under his command to have consisted 
of 200 dismounted dragoons, "Captain 
Frazer's marksmen, (called, also, Ran
gel's) whicb were the only British, all 
the Canadian vlounteers, a party of 
Provincials, (Col. Peter's corps of to-

progress, informing him that "by five 
prisoners taken here they agree that 
1500 to 1800 men are at Bennington, 
but are supposed to leave at our ap

h"proac , 
They did leave on his approacb, hut 

not in the direction he had anticipated. 
The old mill at f ancoick is still stand

ries,) 100 Indians and two light pIeces ing and in use by John Burke, the 
Qf cannon, the wholf) detachment a- present owner, and is about 8 miles 
mounting to about 500 men." There from Bennington. 
is. no doubt this number is too small by Gen. Stark on the 13th had receiv
several hundred. The German official ed information from scouts that a par
accounts give the number of the troops ty of Indians were at Cambridge. and 
of Baume at 374 instead of 200; and he sent Lieut Col. Gl'egjZ of IllS brig
of the British, Canadians and Tories, ade with 200 men to stop their prog
the prisoners taken in the action, a- ress, but during the night, he wa~ ad
mounted to 230, as will be seen bere- vised that a large body of troops with 
after, which would swell Baume's force artillery were in the rear of the Indi
to OVer 600, without rckoning those 
who were killdd in battle and the many 
who escaped by flight. There can be 
little doubt that the number of men 
brought into action by Banme exceed
ed 700, besides his 100 Indians. Col. 

Skene, at the reque~t of Burgoyne, 
had accompanied the expedition that 
the German Commander might have 

ans and that they were advancilJg to
wards Bennington. He immediately 
sent to Manchester for Col. Warner's 
continental regiment, and also for the 
neighboring militia to rally to his 
support. 

On the morning of the 14th he assem
bled his brigade, and in company with 
Cols. Warner, Williams, Herrick and 

the oenifit of his better knowlege of Brush went out to meet the enemy, He 
the country and of his supposed in
fIuence with its people, 

PREPARING FOR THE BATTL}~o 

0 1 h' fi thBaume set 0 jf WIt} 18 orce on e 
f' A t d . d th13th o rrgus, an arrIve . e same' 

b Od 16 'I f Bdayat Cam 1'1 ge, mi es rom en-
o to n J th t . hnmg D. .l'~ar y e nex mornmg, e 

had marched about five miles when he 
met Grel'O' on his retreat from San..,'" 
coick and the enemy in close pursuit. 
Stark drew up his men in order of . 
battle, but Baume halted m a com. . , , 
mandmg pOSItIOn, and the ground occu. ,
pled by Stark, bemg unfavorable for a 

o k all tIt general attack, be fell back about a.reach d e sancOlC, a sm se t emen 0 • 0 

Wh°te C k mIle and encamped, HIS encampmentnear the mou·th 0 f the 1 ree • 
.' b twas m the north-west part of Bennbranch 0 f the Wa11oomsac rIver, a ou . 

'I b 1 th t ill f mgton. on the farm formerly ownedhaIf amI e e ow e presen v age 0 
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by Paul M. Henry, on the Hill, upon strengthened by posting all the Cana
which a dwelling has lately been erected dia~s in log huts which were standing 
by Lewis N orthouse, the present pro- near the bridge' on both sides of the 
prietor. rIver. This point is where the river is 

The Walloomsac river is a branch of now cross~d by the covered milroad 

the Hoosick, fordable in most places, 
having in general It westerly courSf', 
but which after passing Stark's en
campment runs in a northern direction 
for half a mile, then westerly for a mile 
and a half, where it turns suddenly to 
the south and pursues that course for 
three-qnarters of a mile or more. Here 
on· the west side of the river, Baume 
halted and made his arrangements for 
defense. On the top of a thickly wood
ed hill which rises abruptly three or 
four hundred feet from the west bank 
of the stream, he posted the gre.ater 
part of his Germans under his own 
immediate ·command. This position 
was west of the sudden bend in the 
stream, and Baume's front to the east 
was well secured against an attack by 
the precipitous ascent of the hill on 
that side, which impracticable ascent 
extended from his camp for half a mile 
along the bank of the river to the bridge 
at the southern foot of the hill, Over 
which the road from Bennington to 
Sancoick, and CambIidge passed. On 
the top of this hm Baume prepared en
trenchments of earth and logs to resist 
attacks from the west and on his flanks. 

:For the defense of the important 
pass at the bridge, Baume caused a 
strong breast-work to be thrown up on 
the high bank of' the river, ou which 
was mounted one of his cannon, in 
charge of a body of German Grena
diers. Two small breast works were 
'also erected on opposite sides of the 
road, fiear the west end of the bridge 
which were manned by Frazer's marks
men; and the position was still further 

bridge, about three miles from North 
Bennington on the !'Oute to Troy. 

Baume on his way from the Hudson, 
and at his encampment had been joined 
by a considerable number of tories, 
many of them under the lead of Col. 
:Francis Pfister, a half pay Britiilh officer 
of wealth and extensive influence who 
occupied an imposing residence erected 
by him on the west bank of the Hoo
sick, near what is now known as Hoo
sick Corners. These with most of 
Peter's corps of loyallsts were posted 
on a hill east of the stream 40 or 50 
rods to the south-east of the bridge. 

Here, strong works of defense were 
erected, known as the "Tory Breast
work," and of which Col. Pfister is 
understood to have been placed ill 
command. On its right was a sharp 
ravine and both flanks would have the 
protection of ball and grape from the 
cannon at the bridge. The other 
cannon in charge of German grena
diers, supported by some tories, ap
pears to have been placed further to 
the west in a cleared field near the 
road. It was on a hillside which over
looked and commanded the approaches 
to the bridge and to the tory encamp
ment, and also to the south flank of ", 
Ballme's encampment. It may have 
been moved nearer to Baume's position 
during the engagement. (The several 
po8itions of Baume',.; forces are shown 
by the plan in Burgoyne's acCount of 
his expedition, Of which a copy on a re
duced scale is given in the "Memorials 
of a Century by the Rev. Isaac Jen
nings, and another still smaller is found 
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in Lossing's Field Book of the Revoln
lution. The top of the map is west and 
upon it the tories are designated as 
"American Volunteers," the British 
marksmen as "Rangers," the Ameri
cans as "Bodies of the enemy." All 
others except the "Canadians," are 
Germans, the' 'Chasseures" being Ger
man marksmen. On Burgoyne's map 
the W alloomsac is called the Hoosick.) 
The encampments of the two hostile 
bodies, though little more than two 
miles apart were entirely hidden from 
the sight of each other by a heavily 
wooded, intervening hill. 

The force under General Stark was 
composed of the greater part of his 
brigade of New Hampshire militia, a 
small number of Vermont militia from 
the east side of the mountain, under 
Col. William Williams, who had been 
stationed at Manchester, .Col. Herrick's 
corps of Rangers then forming, the 
State militia from Bennington and its 
vicinity under Col. Nathaniel Brush, 
and on the morning of the 16th Stark 
was joined by Col. Simonds and some 
militia from Berkshire Connty (Mass.) 
His whole force might perhaps have 
numbered about 1600. 

On the night of the 14th after nscer
taining the' position of the enemy, 
Stark called a couDcil, consisting of 
the leading members of the Council of 
Safety as well as of Cols. Warner and 
Herrick and other mJlitary officers, iu 
whi~h a plan for attacking the enemy 
was discussed and adopted, and it was 
agreed that the attack should be made 
the next morning. But the 15th was so 
excessively rainy as to prevent any at
tempt at a general action. ~couts were 
however sent out some of which were 
engaged insul'cessful skirmishes. 

TH~] BATTLE 

The morning of the 16th was bright 
and clear and Stark prepared for the at
tack in ItCcordauee with the plan pre
viously agreed upon. Col. Nichols 
with 200 of the New Hampshire 
troopR, to which a reinforcement of 
100 was afterward added, waS detach
ed to make a wide circuit to the north 
of Baume's post. and come round up
on the rear of his left, and Col, Her
rick with 300 men, composed of his 
R~ngers and Col. Brush's militia, was 
to make a like wide southern circuit to 
the rear of' his r'ight, the two parties 
to meet and make a joint attack upon 
his entrenchments. Cols. Hubbard and 
Stickney with 300 men of Stark's brig
ade, were ordered to the enemy's ex
treme right. While these three detach
ments, were gaining their assigned posi
tions, the enemy was amused by a 
threatened attack on his front. 

About three o'clock in the afternoon 
firing was commenced by the party un
der Nichol's which was the signal for 
a general assault. It was immediately 
followed by the detachment under 
Herrick, and by that of Hubbard and 
SticknflY, while Stark, himself with 
his reserve of New Hampshire men 
and the Berkshire and some Vermont 
miltia, in the face of the enemy's can
non, assailed the Tory breast-work and 
the pass at the bridge in front. The en
gagement thus became general and "las
ted" says Stark in his report to Gates, 
"two hours, an4 was the hottest, I ev
er saw-it represented one continued 
clap of thunder." The Indians alarm
ed at the prospect of being enclosed 
between the parties of Nichols and Her
rick, fled at the beginning of the fight, 
but Baume with his Germans and all 
others under his command, having the 

19 



20 
"-:.,

VER~fONT HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

advantage of their pvsition behind en (about 40 or 50 rods east of the pres
trenchments, which the rain of the ent Walloomsac depot) and Breyman's 
15th had given them ample time to e force brought to a halt. Here he was 
rect and make strong, fought with attacked in front and flanks, a most 
great resolution and bravery, but they deadly fire being poured into his ranks 
were overpowered by their militia as from a wooded hill on his left. The 
sailants and either lied or surrendered action was very severe and continued 
prisoner8 of war. till after sunset, when many of Brey

mau's men being killed and wounded
The battle being ended and the pris

and his artillery horses shot do~n, he
oners sent off to Bennington under a 

abandoned his cannon and :tied. Gen. 
proper guard, the militia dispersed to 

Stark pursued his flying forces till the
look over the field and collect plunder. 

approaching darkness rendered it nec
but very soon· intelligence was brought 

essary to draw off his men to prevent 
that a large, additional force from the 

their firing dpon each other. "With
British army was approaching, and 

one hour more of daylight," says Stark 
within the distance of two miles. This 

in his official report, "we should have 
body of men was under the command 

captured the whole body."
of CoL Breyman and consisted, be

EFFECTS OF THE BATTLE.sides 22 officers of 620 rank and file, 

all Germans, with two pieces of can- Among the trophies of this day's 
non, which Burgoyne on hearing that victories, were four brass fiel~ pieces, 
the force' at Bennington was greater twelve brass drams, 250 t'abres, four 
than had been expected, had dispatch- ammunition wagons, several hundred 
ed to reinforce Baume. The rain of the stand of arms, and 658 plisoners, and 
preceding day and the heaviness of 207 were left dead on the field. The 
the roads had delayed Breyman's arri- whole loss of the enemy could not have 
val until the victory over the men he been much less than 900 men. Some 
had been sent to aid had been accom- of the contemporaneous accounts make 
plished. The victors were hvwever in the number still larger. Of the prison
great confusion, and it appeared diffi.- ers, 30 of them were officers, 37 Brit~ 
cult to stop the progress of the new ish soldiers, 398 Hessians, 38 Canadi
enemy. Happily at this juncture, Wa.r- ans, and 155 torie... Col. Baume was 
ner's regiment of about 140 men which mortally wounded and taken prisoner 
had been delayed by the rain, in its as was also Col. Pfister, the coniman
ma.rch from '}lanchester, came up del" of the tory entrenchment. Both 
fresh under Lieut. Col. Safford and were taken about a mile to a house in 
took its position in front, serving as a the town of Shaf~bury, which a few 
rallying point for the s<;attered militia. yea.rs ago was still standing opposite 
Breyman advanced with his two brass the present paper-mill of Charles E. 
field pieces up the road with wings of Welling, known as 'the Baume house,' 
infantry on each side of it, occaaionly in which they both died within a day 
firing his cannon to clea.r the way, the or two afterwards. 

Americans slowly retiring before him. The loss of the Americans in both 
When a considerable body of the mili- engagements was about 30 killed and 
till. had been collected a stand was made 40 wounded. 

\ 
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This victory, in: which undisciplined 
husba.ndmen with their hunting gUIl8 
without bayonets, bravely stormed en
trenchments maIlned by 1egular troops 
and defended by cannon, is jnstly styl
ed by Bancroft as "one of the most bril
iant ,and eventful of the war." The 
loss of the enemy in men and material 
was severely felt. Bnt the consequences 
were otherwise still more important.
By inspiring confidence on the one side, 
and depressing the spirits of the other, 
the Current of succeses was at once 
turned from the British to the Amer

ican arms. 
The fate of Burgoyne and his army 
was in effect sealed at Bennington, and 
his final capture well assnred. General 
Washington, on being informedof the 
event, considered it as deciding the fate 
of Bnrgoyne, and di8missed all anxie
ty about his invasion. Its effect upon 
the enemy was most disheartening.
Madame Riedesel, wife of the com

parl\gingly of the tories, he says: 
"The great bulk of the country is un
doubtedly with the Congress," and of 
the Vermonters, he bitterly addR, "the 
Hampllhire Grants in particular, a coun
try,unpeopled and almost unknown in 
the last war, now abounds in the most 
active and most rebellious race on the 
continent, and hangs like a gatbel'ing 
storm on my left." 

To Genernl Stark should be assign
ed the highest meed of praise for the 
victory; but he was nobly aided by the 
skill and valor of both his officers and 
men. and they are all with him entitled 
to the lasting gratitude of their country. 
Of his officers, Col. Warner is undoubt
edly entitled to special credit. Warner 
was a colonel in the Continental army, 
had acquired a high reputation as a mil
itary leader, by his services in Canada 
and at Hubbardton, and he' had long 
been a resident of Bennington and was 
familiarly acquainted with the ground 

man ding general of the German troops occupied by the posts of the enemy 
who accompanied her husband through I and their approachef>. He was Stark's 
the eampaign, says in her memoirs, that, chief adviser in plauning the attack on 
by Baume's failure "the army was pre- the enemy, he went into the action by 
vented from advancing, while the ene- his side and was his active associate in 
my, recovering suddenly from dep r8S- the first engagement, as well as in repel
ion, increased their nnmbers daily:'- ling the attack of Breyman's reinforce
Bm'goyne, himself, though he struggled ment. Dr. Thacher in his contempo
on £')1' a few weeks longer, was ev- rary MiHtary Journal says -'Stark as
idently disheartened. Four days after sisted by Waruer matured his plans 
Baume's defeat, after prcparing a dis for the battle." and Stark, himself in 
spatch to the British minister for the his letter to Gates after speaking in 
publk ear, he wrote him anothet· letter the highest terms of the daring brave
marked Pr,ivate, dated "Camp near Rar- ry of the officers and soldiers under his 
atoga, Aug. 20. 1777,"in which he gave command says, "Col. Warner's superi
qnite a gloomy account of his affairs, or skill in the action was of extraord
treating the failure of the expedition inary service to me." Gordon also in 
t.o Bennington as his great misfortune, his history speaks highly of the services 
in which he says of it, that, "Had I of Col. Warner and those of Col. Her
succeeded, I should have formed a rick of the Verfiont Rangers. Other 
junction with St. Leger and been now officers and men deserve notice for 
before Albany." After speaking dis- 'their meritorious exertions in gaining 
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the victory, but the space allowed for 
this article will not permit it. There 
are also numerous interesting incidents 
connected with the battle that must 
for the like reasorl be omitted. It, has 
been only p0ssable to give the leading 
facts. 

General Stark from his arrival at 
Manchester acted in concert with the 
Vermont Council of Safflty and receiv
ed their earnest countenance and sup-' 
port in all his ~ovements which were
duly appreciated by him as is shown by 
a publication in the Connecticut "Oou
rant" over his own signature ill which 
he passed on the Council a high eulo
gium for their patriotic exertions and 
services. 

When tile Congress at Philadephia 
was informed of Gen. Stark's declin

. ing to move his force from Manches
ter to the west side of the Hudson, as 
before mentioncd, a resolve was passed 
disapproving of it. But after the wis
dom of his conduct in that respect had 
been demonstrated by his: victory and 
its fortunate effect on the campaign, 
they came tardily to the determination 
to do him full justiee by approving his 
patriotic services and restoring him to 

his merited rank in the army. 

On the 4th day of October, 1777, 
Oongress unanimously passed the fol
lowing resolution: 

"RESOLVED: That the thanks of 
Congress be pres~nted to Gen, Stark 
of The New Hampshire Militia, ~nd 
the Officers and troops under his com
mand, for their brave' and successful 
attack upon. and signal victory over 
the Enemy in their lines at Bennington i 
and that Brigadier Stark be appoint
ed Brigadier General in the Army of 
the United States_" 

Two weeks after the passage of this 

resolution by Congress, on the 17th 
of October, the event, which Stark's 
Victory at Bennington had clearly 
foreshadowed, and made eertain, 
was accomplished by the surrender of 
Burgoyne and his army as prisoners 
of wat', to the American forces at 
Saratoga, 

THE 


OLD CATAMOUNT TAVERN 


AT BENNINGTON, VT. 

On the 30th of March 1871, the old 
"Catamouut Tavern" House, - which 
had long been the most notable relic 
of early times in the Centre Village of 
Bennington, V er1)lo,ut, was burnt to the 
ground. It had beeu unoccupied for a 
short time and the origiu of the fire is 
unknown, The house which was in a 
tolerable state of preservation, had 
been built over a hundt'ed years i hav
iug been erected by Oaptain Stephen --., 

Fay, a year or two prior W 1770. It 
was a wooden building, about 44 feet by 
34, two stories high, having two high 
chimneys ~ith high fire-places in each 
story, besides whicb" there was a very 
large fire-place i.p the cellar or base
ment, part of which wal'l used as a 
wash-room, and cook-room a8 occasion 
required. *' \The two chimneys are now standing, i 
(Autumn of 1871)exhibiting their spa

cious fire-places with heavy, iron crane~ 


in those of the lower story and base

ment. On the marble mantle of one ~ 


of the fire-places the words "COUNCIL 

ROUM," appear, cut there in early 

times. 


On the top of the high sign-post be
fore the front door, was placed the 
stuffed skin of a catamount, from which 
came the name of the house, though 
in early dayl'l, it was in accordance 
with the custom of the time more gen
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CATAMOUNT TAVERN 

AT BENNINGTON, VT. 

On the top of the high sign-poRt before the front door, 
was placed the stuffed skin of a catamount from which 
came the name of the house, though in early days, it 
wa~ ill accordance with the custom of the time, more 
generally called Landlord Fay's . --page 22. 

The tall sign-post was 25 feet f] om the ground; 
the catamount on the top, stood with large teeth 
grinning towards New YOl',k. - page 25. 
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erally spoken of as "Landlord Fay's.' in their own limits: One Dr. Samuel 

During the period~f the early set Adams of Arlington, who had held his 

tlement of the State, the honse was a lands under aNew Hampshire charter, 

great resort for travelers and emigrants, 	 suddenly became an open advocate of 
the N ew York title, advising his neighand it was also widely known as the h' 

. . h' bors to pure ase It. This tended to H ad Quarters of the settlers In t elr T 

e . v I'test with the New .L orkidan c alm- weaken the opposition to New l' ork by 
("on f E h All producing division among the settlers, 
ants. It Was the home 0 ~ an h :n and he was repeatedly "arned t() de-
for several years from 177 I'I w en , e sist from such discourse,but he persist
fu to the "New h· t amps lre . 

s came . ed in his o1li:msive language, and arm-
Grants," as Vermont was then called. ing himself with pistols and other 

The settlers held their lands under. weapons threatened death to anyone 
grants from New Hampshire, to which who should ~olcst him. What follow
the territory was supposed to belong; cd is related in the language of a con
but in 1764, the King, by an order in temporary: The Doctor was soon ta
Council placed them under the juris- ken by surprise and carried (15 miles) 
diction of New York. ·Whereupon the to the Green Mountain (Landlord 
Govenor of that Province declared Pay's) t~wern, at Bennington, where 
their titles to bl:! void, and regranted the committee heard his defense, and 
their lands to speclIlators, who recOv- then ordered him to be tied in an arm
ered judgement in the New York chair and hoisted up to the sign
courts against the settlers, and Sent (a catamount skin stuffed, sitting upon 
their sheriffs and posses to execute them, the sign-post, 25 feet from the ground, 
who were resisted by the occupants and with large teeth, looking and grinning 
forcibly prevented from obtaining P08- toward New York) and there to hang 
session. This controversy raged for two hours in sight of the people, as a 
years, and the settlers appointed com- punishment merited by his enmity to 
mittees of safety before whom. o~end- the rights and liberty of the inhabitants 
ers against the integrity of theIr tItles, of the New Hampshire Grants. The 
styled "Yorkers," were brought for jlIdgement was executed to the no small 

trial. On conviction they were vari- merriment of a large eonCOnrlle of the 

ously punished, sometimes by banish- people. 


ment from the territory, and sometimes The Doctor was . let down and dis

by whipping on the naked back, a mode missed by the committee with an ad

of punishment for crime then in com- monition to go and sin no more. The 

mon use throughout the country. The mild and exemplary disgrace had a sal

latter punishmen in allusion to the great utary effect on the Doctor and many 

['leal of the Govenor of Now Hampshire, others." Dr. Adams, on Burgoyne's 

affixed to their charter titles, and to t~e invasion, became a viole-nt tory and 

instrument with which it was common- fled to Canada, from which he never 

ly inflicted, the settlers humorously returned. 


called "the application of the beach When Sir W m. Tryon, Govenor of 


seaL" New York in 1771, issued a procla-
Another mode of punishmet was mation offering a reward of ;£ 20 each 

devised for one offender, residing with- for the app~ehension of Ethan Allen, 
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Remember Baker, and Robert Cochran 
for their riotous opposition to the New 
York government, they retaliated by 
publishing over their names a counter 
proclamation offering a reward of £15 
for James Duane and £10 for John 
Kemp, their two leading land-claiming 
antagcnists, styling them "those com
mon disturbers of the public peace," 
the rewards so made payable on their 
being brought to "Landlord Fay's at 
BennIngton. 

The following is a copy of the proc
lamadon: 

£25 REWARD! 

Where~s Jame~ Duane and JOh,n.1 
Kemp of :New York, have by theIr 
menaces and threats grelttly disturbed 
the public peace and repose of the hon
est peasantll of Bennington, and the 
settlements to thl! northward, which 
peasants are now and ever havc heen 
in the peace of God and the King, and 
patriotic and liege subjects of George 

III. Any person that will apprehend ' ,
, those common dIsturbers, VIZ: James 

.Duane and John Kemp and bnng 
, d F' 'B 'gto

them to Landlor ay s at enllIn n,
Jshall have £15 reward J!lor ames 

In this noted tavern house, sat the 
Vermont Councif of !::}afery during the 
trying campaign of 1777, guiding and 
directing the patriotic exertions of the 
Green Mountain Boys to stem the t01;

rent of Burgoyne's invasion; and here 
also, Stark and Warner, with the aid 
of the Council, planned the fammis 
attack on Baume's entrenchments, 
where was won the brilliant victory of 
Hennington, which tunled the current 
of success from the British to the 
:American arms and was followed ill a 
few weeks [as told in the preceding 
pages,] by the capture (If Burgoyne 
and his army at Saratoga, 

Captain Fay, the p:oprietor of the 
house had five sons m the bl\ttle of 

Bennington, one of whom was killed, 
On being told that one of his sons had 
fallen in the fight, the venerable patri
ot through his deep grirf "thanked God 

'""'lthat he had a Son that was willing to 
die for his country," 

Here in 1778 was tried and condemn-
d D·d n-dd' . t 'to d cone aVl ..I:W mg, a ral l' an 

. d ' fi Id' f. t f th h 
spy j an III a e m ron 0 e ouse 
a gallows had been erected and a great

d h d hI d h' 
crow a assem e t~ see 1m exe'. 

d £ 10 J! J I K 'd . cuted. Bnt on the mormng fixed tor Duane an lor 0 III emp, pal ,
the executlOn, the Govenor and Coun-E h Allby t an en, , d h' 'fcil grante 1m a reprIeve or oneRemember aB k er, 
week, for the reason that he had beeu R b C ho ert oc ran. I . f' h'l htried by a Jury 0 sn.:, w I e by t eDated Poultney, 
common law there ought to have been Feb'y 5, 1772. 
twelve. The multitude, who had as 

Colonel Ethan Allen was sojourning well as the six jurors condemQed the 
at the "Catamount Tavern" in the traitor, were clamorous at their disa
spring of 1775 and from the "Council pointment, and violence was seriously 
Room" of that house went forth hIS apprehended, whereupon Col. Ethan 
order of May 3d, for mustering the IAllen, who had just returned from his 
Green Mountain Boys for the capture. long English captivity mounted a stump 
of Ticouderoga, which was effected· and waving his hat and exclaiming; 
seven days afterwards "in the name of! "Attention, the whole !-proceeded to 
the great Jehovah and the Continental I. announce the rel\sons which. produced 
Congress." . the reprieve; advised the multitude to 

-~ 
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THE COUNCIL ROOM HEARTH 

OF THE 

OLD CATAMOUNT TAVERN. 

At this fireside, sat, Ethan Allen, the night before he 
sent forth his summons for the Green Mountain B,oys 
to muster for the capture of Ticonderoga. page 26. 
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depart peaceably to their habitations, before reaching the other end of the 
and to return on the day fixed by the village. That this village had two ends 
GOveuor and Council, adding with an : should be borne in mind, as many of 
oath, "You shall see somebody hung the occurrences to be mentioned here
at all events, for if Redding is not ,then after will he found to hinge in some de
hung, I will be hung myself I"~ Upon gree on that fact. These two ends or 
which the uproar ceased and the crowd parts were in COmmon language dis
dispersed. Redding being again tried tinguished from each other as the "Op
and convicted by a jury of twelve was hill" and "Down-hill." 

hung on the day to. which his reprie~e I The road from Albany, leading to 
had been granted, In accordauce wIth 'and across the Green Mountain ran 
Allen's prediction. through the lower pilrt of the village, 

The children of Captain Fay were but was very little used uvtil sometime 
numerous and respectable, and several in the present century when it gradual
of them have been prominent in the lY became a through route from Alhany' 
affairs of the State of Vermont. He to B.)ston and other places east of the' 
died in 1781, and !he"house, not many mounmins on which road, as well as< 
years afterwards becaine a private dwel- that to the northward, well patronized 
ling for two of his som, in succession. stages were run. 
then for a grandson, and then finally for THE )1EETING-HOL'SE 

a gre~t-grandsoa, John :I<'ay, Esq, , was built in the lower part of the vil
who dIed Feb. 25, 1856. 

HlLANI) HALL. 

BENNINGTON-HISTORICAL. 

ANNALS OF POST-OFFICE,COURT-HoUSE 

AND VILLAGE STRIFES IN THE TOWN OF 

BENNINGTON }'ROM 1784 TO 1884. 

The old Village of Bennington, like 
many others in New England was built 
on high ground. 'The north and south 
road through the State passed over it, 
which in few yea rs becam e a thorough 
fare for much travel uetween Connect
icut aud western Massachusetts and the 
new lands to the northward. The sum-

I'lage, about 1765, and in 1780, un 
academy building, called 

CLIO HALI. 

was erected on the present site of the 
meeting-hollse, in which a successful 
high school was kept until it was burnt 
in 1803. 

In 1781, when a building for 

COURT-HOUSE AND JAIL 

was required, it had been erected on 
the summit of the hill near the present 
residence of A; M. Huling. 

In 1783, Anthony Haswell came 
from Massachusetts and began the pub
lication of the . 

mit of the hill at the north end of the VERMONT GAZETTE 
village was 100 feet higher than the on the Upper-hill, and ,for many years 
more levelland at the other end. Its it was the' only newspaper printed in 
two extremitie8 were about three quar- • the State on the west side of the mount
ters of a mile apart and were hidden ain. Its publication was continued 
from each other by the southern brow weekly, with bl'iefinterruptions, nearly 
of the upper hill, from which there all the time by Mr. Haswell or Borne of 
was a steep descent to a slight vlllley his descendants until about 1850 when 
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it was discontinued. For a few months 
in 1797, the paper took the name of 
the "Tablet of the Times," in 1806, 
that of the "Epitome of the World," 
andaft~rwardsfrom 1808 to 1816, that 
of the "Green Monntain Farmer," 
when it resumed its first name, under 
which it was continued un'til it ceased 
to exist, as before stated. 

From 1777 to ]791, Vermont exer 
e ised full authority in its civil affairs 
as an independent State, being unac
knowledged, both by the other states 
and the Continental Congress, In 1784, 
its Legislature passed an act establish
ing 

FIVE POST-OFFICES IN THE S'fATE 

viz: at Bennington, Rutland" Bra~tle-
boro, Windsor aad Newbury, allowing 
post-riders three penet> per mile for 
travel between Bennington and Brattle
boro and two pence on the other routes. 
They wel'e to account to the postmas
ters and to be paid from postage:! and, 
their other receipts. They djstributed 
the Bennington and the Windsor news
papers to their subscribers along the 
routes they traveled. Under this act 

ANTHOjS"Y HASWELL 

was eommissioned postmaster general 
by Gov. Thomas Chittenden, Mar. 10, 
17-84, and it is probable that 

DAVlD RUSSELL, 

who was partner of Mr. Haswell in the 
publication of the Gazette, acted as the 
Bennington postmaster. He was ap
pointed to that office on the admission 
of the State into the Union, and held it 
from Aug. 25, 1791 till 1797, when 
under the presidency of the elder Adams 
he was appointed collector of customs 
for the district of Vermont and he then 
removed to Burlington. He was sue
ceeded as postmaster Ly 

MICAH J. LYMAN, 

father of our late deacou, George Ly
man, and held the office from October 
1, 1797 till 1808. The post-office was 
kept in the printing oiliceby Mr. Rus
sell, and by Dr. Lyman in ills drug
store next south the residence of the 

John S. Robim1on. on the upper 
hill. 

, Each section of Bennington Village 
had its hotels, aud merchants' stores, 
and mechanics' shops; the two sections 
not unuaturally came in competition 
with each other in business and for 
public favur. Was there ever a village 
whose two ends did not? This rivalry 

sometimes produced unpleasant feelings 
and sharp contr?versies, ,a.ad it .bec;ame 
not ,the less act:lve when It was found. 
durmg the presldency of Joh~ Adams, 
that the men of t.he two sectIOns were 
in general of opposite parties in poli tics, 

UP-HILL AND DOWN HILI, POUTICS. 

Nearly all of the Down-hill people, 
among whom '!Vere th!J Dewey's the 
Swifts and Tichenors, were Feileralists, 
while those of Upper-hill, comprising 
the Robinsons, the Fays, HasweUsand 
others, were ante-Federalists and friends 
of .Mr, Jefferson, who was SOon to be
come president. They took upon them
selves the name of Republicans, dis
claiming thatof Democrats, which from 
the excesses that had recently been com
mitted under it during the French Rev
olution, was' unpopular, not to say 
odions. 

The Federalists however dubbed the 
Republicans with' the name of Demo
crats by way of reproach, and the Re
publicans retorted by calling them aris
tocrat~ and monarchists. 

In order to a proper understanding 
of the various changes that have taken 
place in our postmasters, and in their 
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movements from place to place, ,Some er state officers were also elected. The 
. preliminary statement of the party re- Legislature of 1814, also chose Gove
lations of the men of tlle town with nor Tichenor United States Senator to 
the different administrations of the gen succeed Judge Robinson. 

eral government, seems necessary.- On the return of peace with Eng
Mr. Tichenor, a native of New Jersey, land the :Federalists, from the alledged 
wbose courtly manners and fascinating unpatriotic conduct of their prominent 
conversation had acquired for him t,be leaders during the war, bc()ame very 
familiar title of the "Jersey sleek," unpopular. The Federalists, in factceas
and whose gl'eat personal popularity ed to exist as a national party after 
had enabled him to obtain ten success- 1816, and the old party lin"" soon be
ive elections of govenor, up to the year came so obliterated in most, if not, 
1808, while the other State officers aJJ the states, that the period of some 
were generally chosen by'the Republi- eight or ten years from that date has 
cans, and also a majority of the legis- not inappropriately been styled 'The era 
lature, was the acknowledged leader of of good feeling.' Mr. Monroe, who suc
the Federalists; while Jonathan Rob- ceeded l\Ir. 'Madison, was the onl;r can
inson, who was <lhief judge of the su- i didate for the presidency for his sec
preme CQurt from 1801 to 1808, and ond term in 1820, and received all the 
was then chosen a senator in Con!Uess votes of the electors of all the 
to nIl I> vacancy and held the office by states, with the exception of nne vote 
another election till 1815, occupied.a out.of the.seven from New Hampshire, 
like leadership of the Repblicans. He which single vote was cast by a crotch
and Goveuor Tichenor were both able ety eleetor for John Quincy Adams.
men and shrewd politicians, and each At the nextpresidential~lection in 1824 
of them exercised an important, and there were four candidatee, all Repub
frequently, It controlling influence licans: John Quincy Adams, Wm. H. 
over their respective parties through- Crawford, Andrew Jackson and Henry 
out the State. Jurlge Robinson Clay, when their being no choice by 
being senator during President ]\fad- the electors, 1\11'. Adams was chosen 
ison's administration and having his by the House' of Representatives. Mr. 
friendly confirlence, had the principal Adams had been s~pported by the Re
control of his patronage throughout the publicans of Vermont, including those 
State, waich was quite large flaring the of Bennillgton. Prior to the next pres
three years war with England that ter- idential election most of the friends of 
minated in 1815. • Crawford and Jackson united with oth-

From 1808 to 1813. the Republi
cans were generally in a majority in 
the town, and were able to choose mem
bers of that party t,o the assembly 
though the elections were often very 
spirited and close. But during the war 
with England when: the times were hard 
and taxes high, the Federal candidates 
were chosen, ::lnd at the election i:. 1813 
and 1814 the Federal Govenor and oth

ers in oposition to the administration of 
Mr. Adams, claiming for themselves the 
name of the Democratic'party ;and the 
the supporters of Mr. Adams took for 
tltE'mselves that of the National Re
publican party, for which a few years 
afterwards that of the Whig party was 
substituted. The Democratic party thus 
formed has continued to the present 
time. In 1828, Jackwn. the candidate 
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of that party was elected president over 
Adams, Vermollt choosing electors, 
who voted again for Adams. The 
State, and also the town and county 
were itlmost unanimous for Adams: but 
the Gazette, representing- most of the 
old Republicans of Bennington Hill 
occupied a hesitating position in regard 
to the two candidates with an evident 
leaning in favor (If Jackson. After his 
election it gave his administration its 
active support, and ever afterward,s 
its like support to the Democratic par
ty. In 1832,.) aekson wa,. again elect
ed president and in 1836, Martin Van 
Buren, both by the Democratic party, 
but in 1840, Gen. Harrison, the Whig 
candidate, was chosen over Mr. Van 
Buren. 

his time in a room south of and adjoin
ing the State Arms tavern, opposit ethe 
Court House. 

Mr. Haswell held the office over 20 
years, from June 6,1813, t-o Nov. 1, 
1833, keeping it the greatest part of 
the time at different places on the Hill 
in the vicinity of the Court House. 
During the latter portion of his term 
of office the increase of other parts of 
the town had tended to weaken the U p
per Hill as its convenient business cen
tre and to favor the claims of the Low
er Hill and·of the people to the east
ward of it. 

BENNINGTON HANK-1828. 

In 1828, these claims were par
tially recognized by· the erection of 
the bnilding for the then recently char-

This statement of the names and po-I tered bank about mid-way between the 
litical positions of the pre~idents seems i two ends of the Old Village. The 
necessary to a proper understanding of' building is still standing on the brow 
the questions arising in regard to the of the Upper Hill over·looking the 
appointments of the several postmasters Down Hill portion and is on the upper 
in the town alld the location of the. corner of the side road that leads to
post-offices. From this it will be seen wards the northeast part of the town, 
that the old Republicans of the Upper opposite the house of Gen. David Rob
Hill, having been continually in politi- inson, now that of his grandson, Geo 
cal accord wirh all the presidents from W. Robinson. 
Jefferson in 1801 to Harrison in 1841, 
would naturally exercise the control NORTH BENNINGTON POST-OJ;'ICE. 

in the selection of postmasters and in i During the same year (1828,) 

determining the places where the office Ia new post-office h.ad betln established 
should be kept. 

Micah J. Lymall, who was a Feder
alist, had held the office of Bennington 
postmaster from 1797 until Nov. 20, 
1808, when he was suc<-oeeded by Or5a. 
mus C. Merrill, a Republican. Mr. Mer
rill was son-in-law of Senator Robin
son and he held the office nntil he be
came a Lieut. Colonel in the army in 
1813, when William Haswell was ap

at North Bennington, which supplied a 
portion of the north-west part of the 
town with mail facilities and withdrew 
some business from the maiu office. 

There had also been growing up lOr 
several years a new village-

EAST BENNINGTON 

in tbe valley, from one to two miles 
east of the old Centre meeting-honse, 
and its people and others living further 

pointed his successor. The offi,~e h:td . to the eastward were beginning to com
been kept by lVIr. Merrill for most of Iplain that they were reqnired to go 
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up the steep meeting-honse hill and half store where it was kept for the residue' 
a mile up another hard hill to· obtain of l\fr Kellogg's term. Whether this 
their mail matter, when they insisted removal was made by special order of 
that m~re than half the revenue of the the department, or by leave asked by 
office came from tllem. Mr. Haswell Mr. Kellogg, has not been ascertained. 
doub~less felt the force of this claim, for General Harrison having been elect
in 1830, he had a small building erect- ed president over Mr. Van Buren, Was 

ed on the lower corner of the before inaugurated Mar. 4, 1841, but died the 
mentioned side road, south of and op- ' 4th of April, following, being in office 
posite the bank, thus somewhat short- but a !lingle mouth, and was succeeded 
ening the distance of travel for the low- by John Tyler, the Vice President. 
er hill and the eastern people. In this though the Whigs had been accustom
building, Mr. Haswell kept the office ed to declaim against "the s}X)lls sys
for the remain!ier of his' term, having tem of removing minor officers on 
a young man, Asahel Hyde, since a the change of administrations, which 
successful business man at St. Albans, had been first put in active operation 
for his intelligent and gentlemanly by the Democrats, on t.he accession of 
clerk. President Jackson yet they were gen-

In November 1833, Henry Kell~gg erally quite willing when opportunity 
slIcceeded "Mr. Haswell .as }X)stmaster, offered to follow the e:xa~ple ?f the~r 
and he held the office until the spring opponents. . In accordance WIth thIS 
of 1841, for over_seven years. He system, Davld Love became post-mas
continued to keep tteoffice for sev.eral tel', May 8, 1841, and held the office 
years in the same building in which it until the winter of 1843, when he was 
had been left by Mr. Haswell, where a succeeded by John C,. Has:veiL M:-. 
youth then pursuing his "tudies, Edwin Lov~ kept the office durmg hIS term. m 
H. Chapin, was his genial and scholarly the 8cott store. There was no obJec
cl~rk. and who was afterwards the Rev. tion to Mr. Love or Mr. Kellogg as 
Dr. Chapin the distingmshed pulpit postmasters, other than that each of 
orll-tor, who 'died in New York City, Ithem when removed; was charged with 
Dec. 26, 1880, at the age of 66. I the offense ofbelongmg to the wrong po

EAST BENNINGTON POST-OFFICE. 

The efforts of the East Village people 
to have the post-office brought nearer 
to them continued to increase with their 
}X)pulation, and the mail contractors 
on the Albany' and Brattleboro route 
complained of the unnecessary delay 
and hardship of being compelled to 
drive their stages away from their route 
up a heavy hill in order to deliver and 
receive their mails: and by the year 
1839, the pressure became too strong 
to be longer resisted,and'the office was 
removed down the hill to the Scott 

litical party. The practice of changing 
the minor officers of the government on 
the access of a new administration, 
though often condemned as fraught 
with many great evils has been contin
ued to the present time (Feb. 1883.) 
An attempt has recently been made by 
an act of Congress to correct the de
moralizing effects of the sllramble for 
office under this "spoils system," and 
to ensure appointments of the minor 
officers in the departmeuts at Wash
ington and in other large public offices 
of the country without reference to 
their politics, but with sole regard to 
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fitness. Whether it will be successful fice there. In the fall of 1841, the 
can best be determined by experiment. new road which entered the Centre 

Mr. Tyler had not been long in of- Village from the EastVillage, north of 
fice before he became flatter.ed with the the Truman Squire house, had been op
idea that if he should abandon the par- ened which made it much easier fortrav
ty that had elected him and oppose its el than the steep, old road by the meet
measures, he could by the use of his jng-house, and rendered th~ side hill of
government patronage, with the aid of fice quite as convenient for the East 
the Democrats, form for himself a per- Village people as the Scott store, and 
sonal party that would nominate and it became still more convenient when 
elect him to the presidency for ,anoth- . Mr. Rice caused the building to be 
er term. •drawn down the hill to the corner of 

The "State Banner," which was the new road, opposite the Squire 
founded as a Whig paper and was pub- ho~s(', which he did soon afterhis ap
lished in Bennington. (East village) did pomtm:nt. 
not follow Tyler in his revolt, but ad- A few months before Mr. Rice left 
hered . to the mass of the Whigs of the POs~-6flice. the rivalry between the 
whom Henry Clay and others were the 
prominent leaders. But John C. Has-
well, the publisher of the Gazette, in 
common with other Democratic edi
tors, readily gave him aid in his hostil
ities to the Whig party, and }lr Has-
well by his active efforts with his paper 
in that direction, so ingratiated himself 
into the favor of his administration, he 
had little difficulty in obtaining the of-
flee of post-master in tbe place of Mr. 
Love, whom he succeeded Feb. 3, 1843. 

Soon after he became postmaster, 

M ' '1':1'_- II I.' d h -ld b~-' 
r.~we loun e cow O ....Ill a 

more lucrative position in the general 
post-office at Washington and went to 
that city, leaving the Bennington of
fice in the care of Edward Rice, who 
became post- master, July 12, 1844, 
and served till Feb. 23, 1847, when he 
resigned and was succeeded by ~Ir. 

Haswell who again became postmaster. 

When Mr. Haswel1 had been first 
appointed potlt-master, he had pur
chased the Hall and Southworth law of
fice, which stood on the side hill just 
above the residence of the late A. B. 
Gardner and during his time kept the of

Ea~t VIllage and the Old Village which 
had continually been growing warmer, 
was suddenly brought to a high fever 
heat. The first Court House which had 
been ~uilt at an carly day on the Up
per HIll, had been destroyed by fire in 
May 1809, and a second one that had 
been erected near the site of theform~r 
one was now, Oct. 28, 1846,0.180 bUTD.~ 
ed to the ground. 
The East Village had been on a steady 

increase for quite a number of years, 

while the ~ld Village, at the bes.t, could 
ouly be SaId to be at a stand-stIli. Ten .
years prIor to 1846, four new churches 
had been organized in the East Village, 
viz: a, Baptist, an Episcopal, a. Con
gregationalist and Methodist, each of 
which had erected subdtantial churoh 
buildings. New streets were opened 
and occupied by dwellings, stores, 
shops, iron foundries and manufactu
ring and mechanical works of various 
kinds moved by water-power, until the 
new village had become more than 
double in population and business to 
that of the old. There was also an 
unmistakable tendency towards a con
tinued increase of the new villag~ and 

- ~ 
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a decrease of the old. Under these Village by the name of East Benning
circumstances it was to be expected ton of which Gen. Henry Robinson 
that an earnest and persistent effort was appointed postmaster, Jan. 13, 
would be made for the erection of the 1844, bnt which was discontinued May 
Court House in the New Village. In 28, 1846, for the alleged reason that it 
order to determine the place where the: was nearer the main office than the reg
new county buildings should be erect ulations of the department allowed.
ed, application was made to the Leg- He is said to have kept the office a 
islature then in session, and by an act part of the time in a small building near 
of Nov. 2d. 1846, after providing for the store of Wills and }<'airbanks and a 
a tax for erecting the b~ildings, Eben- :part of the time in that store, now 
ezer N. Briggs of Brandon, Abishai Iknowu as the Godfrey store When 
Stodda.rd of Grafton and Caleb B. Har- I Mr. Haswell left Bennington for 'Vash
rington of Middletown were constitut ington as above stated, he sold his 
ed a committee to designate the place printing material to one of his brothers 
where it should be built. The commit- I and l\:1r. Bushnell, by whom under the 

i? 
tee met in the t(Jwn the January follow
ing and spent several days there. dur

firm of Haswell and Bushnell the Ga:
zette was published until February, 

ing which time there was an abund 1847, when he returned to Bennington 

~ ance of button-holing and feasting of and became the owner again of the 

i

f
I 

the committee and also a public hearing printing establishment. On the 23d of 
of the claimants in the old Centre that month, he was appointed post
meeting-house, wl1ich was crowded master as Mr Rice's suc<'essor, and 
with anxious listeners, the claims of very sool). after' removed the presa 
the East Village being advocated by and Gazette from the Hill to the Ea&t 
A. P. Lyman and Will. Southworth, Village. Mr. Haswell soon after, ei

~ and thatof the Upper, or in default of, ther in ~Iarch or April, supposing that 
11 
II that of the Lower Hill by John S. he had authority from Washington 
A Robinson and Pierpoint Isham. But through Mr. Brown, the assistant post

contrary to the hopes and expecta master general, to change the location 
tions of the New Village, the majority of the office, caused it to be removed 
of the committee against the opinion t{) the East Villal5e. He was the own
of 1\11'. Stoddard, decided in favor of er of the small building ill which it 

, 
i~ 

the Old Village and directed that the had been kept by 1\1r Rice on the 
~f 
" 

buildings should be erected to the north Squire corner, and had it moved about 
of the old meeting-house between the a mile down the hill and placed on the 
north-west corner of the old burying corner, of Main and South streets, op
ground and the house of the late Tru posite what is now the Putnam house. 
man Squire. Thus 
was anchored where 

the Court HOUi.,e To effect the removal, the building was 
if not then quite Iplaced on timbers, serving as runners 

out of place, was sure to be so very' and drawn by oxen. It went quite 
soon smoothly down the hill l\-bout one-third 

During the period in which J. C. of the way, but when it came to the 
Haswell under his first app~intment and level ground it dra2"ged hard, so that 
Mr. Ricc were postmasters, a new of- the team ha.d to be increased to eight 
fice had been provided for the East; or ten yoke of oxen. With these under 
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the direction of the famous teamster, Iation of tbe original of t.he previous 
Dickerman A. Rider, and his skillful 
handling of his ox-goad the removal 
was finally accomplished. The acces
sion of the main post-office, which they 
had long desired was the occasion of re
joicing to the East Village people, who 
looked upon it as some compensation 
for the late denial or'their just claim to 
the site for the new court-house. Bells 
were rung and hundreds of the inhab
itantants turned out to witness and 
cheer on the removal of the building, 

century, and each the "Simon pure" 
representative of the Democratic par
ty. Bitter criminatIOn and recrimina
tion followed. But Mr. Haswell being 
continued as post-master, all mail mat
tel' for both newspapers passed through 
his hands, and the papers being of the -,
same name, it is not surprising, that 
controversies sho1J.ld arise in regard to 
which newspaper some of the letters 
and packages were intended to be sent. 
Complaints were made and continued 

the dramatic appearance of which was by the publishers of the Hill Gazette 
much heightened by the stoppiug of the 
stages at the moving office to deliver 
and receive their mails, and the receipt 
and delivery of letters to and from it. 
The rejo,icing, however, was. not of 
long continuance. David Robinson, 
John S. Robinson, and Benj. F. Fay, 

that matter designed for them was im
properly retained by :Mr. Haswell for 
himself. The natural remedy for the 
difficulty was for the department to 
appoint a new postmaster not interest
ed in either paper, which was accord
ingly done, Jan. 28, 1848, when Henry 

representatives of the old Bennington Kellogg became Mr. Haswell'8 success
Hill Democracy, a few days after the 
removal went to Washington to protest 
against the act, and demanded the re
turn of the post-office to the Hill and 
the removal of the post-ma!>ter. On 
their arrival at Washington, Cave 
Johnson, the post-master general under 
President Polk, sent Mr. Haswell a 
despatch, who immediately repaired to 
that city where the matter was discuss
ed pro and con in the department with 
the r~sult that Mr. Haswell should re
main as post-master, but that the office 
should at once be returned from the 
East to the Hill Village. 

The removal of the Gazette by Mr. 
Haswell to the East. Village caused 
great commotion and strife in the De
mocracy of thE: town and county. A 
new press and type were soon obtain
ed and another paper started on the 
Hill, which also assumed the name of 
the Vermont Gazette, each of the two, 
claiming to be the genuine continu

or. It seems that Mr. Hal'well was not 
found guilty of eishonest intention8, 
for he was on the same day appointed 
postmaster for East Bennington, and 
he held the office for several months 
afterwards. 

The strife betweeu the two newspa
pers continued until September 1849, 
when Messrs. Aiken & Lull, tbe pro
prietors, of the Hill paper purchased 
the estabhshment of Mr. Haswell who 
removed to San Francisco, Cal., where 
he still resides The Hill Gazette, 
however, was found to be unprofitable 
and was discontinued, ~fter a year's 

,\ 
...., 

father struggle in October 1850. \, 

During this term of Mr. Haswell's 
postmastership, from May 1847 to Jan
uary 1848, when Mr. Kellogg became 
his successor, he occupied the building 
which had been previously used by his 
brother William for the post-office, on 
the corner opposite the old bank. It 
was now drawn down to the Squire 
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corner to the place from which the for- ner, east of and opposite the Putnam 
mer building had been removed and house. 

, 	 there again used for the purpose for On the appointment of Mr White 
which it had originally been erected and the removal of the main of
This building was deeded to Sarah, fice, the East Village became and has 
wife of Zeuas Jones, Aug. 14, 1849, continued to be known as Bennington. 
and by him removed south of the meet- On the removal of the post-office 
jug-house and occupied as a dwelling.- Mr Kellogg was retained as post mas
Mr. Kellogg after hi.; appointment in I tel' at the Branch in the Old Vil
January 1848, watl post-master until lage designated as West Bennington, 
July 1849.. This was about a month but on application of its inhabitants 
prior to the sale of the latter bnilding was two weeks afterwards changed to 
to Mrs. Jones, and it' is believed it Bennington Centre by which it has 
was occupied by Mr. Kellogg until continued to be known since July 27, 
he ceased to'hold the main office and 1849. He was post-master until suc
became post-master for Bennington ceededby John Hicks, Dec 16, 1850, 
Centre, after which this business was and kept it where before stated. 

1 
,\ kept in his law-office building. During the period that MI. Kellogg 

A few months after the inaugura- held the main office at. Bennington, 
tion of General Taylor, who had been Geo. B. Pl\;;ntice succeeoed !:[r. Has\ 
elected president by the Whigs in well as post-master at East Bennington. J 

.... 	 1848, A. P. Lyman in behalf of the His appointment was made, Aug. 17, ." 
! people of the East Village went to 1848, and he was post-ma!\ter until the 

/: Washington, taking with him sworn East Village became Bennington on theI 
) 	 evidence of the great preponderance appointment of Mr. White when the of

in ponplation and business of the East fice was discontinued He kept the of1 
J 	 Village over the Old, and of the ad- fice in the store of Wills & Fairbanks, 

vantages to the town andvic:i..'uty of now the Godfrey store. 1 
t having the post-office removed there A 30 1853 soon after Mr. Pierce,I 	 . . pr."\ o~tained an ord.er makmg the ~ast became president, Truman .Huling was 

• 	 "illage the 10catlOn ~o~ the Benmng- appointed post-master in place of Mr. 
ton office, and appomtmg Horace L. White and continued until April 1857, 
White, post-master. Judge Jacob Col, durin~ which time he kept his post-of

\ 	 lamer of Vermont was then post-mas- fice at the book.store of Almon Eddy, 
ter general, but it was said he hesita· in the Adams block, 'opposite' the pres
ted about acting in the matter, and the 

ent Court House. 
evidence was submitted to' the pers

Apr. 7,1857, wher; Mr. Buchanan beonal examination of the President, who 
Came president, John R. Gates waspromptly directed the change to be 
appointed post·master and continuedmade. 


Mr. White's COm,ll11SSlOn bore date ,until AprU 1861, keepjng the business 

July 12th 1849, 'and he was post: i iu a building on Main street, nearly 

master until after Mr. Pierce became opposite the Methodist church. 

president, when he was succeeded by Apr. 9, 1861, J. 1. C. Cook, who 

Truman Huling. Mr. White kept the of- lmd become publisher of the "Benning

fice in the small building on the cor- ton Banner, was appointed post-master 
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and held the appointment during the 
administrations of Lincoln, ,Johnson 
and Grant uutil Apr. 22, 1872. when 
he was succeeded by Thomas J. Tiffa
ny, still, post-master (1883.) The of
fice was kept by Mr. Couk nellr the 
corner of Main and North streets, and 
also by Mr Tiffany nntil the spring of 
1882, when it was removed to the Free 
Library building. 

AT BENN1NGTON CENTRE. 

Since the removal of the main post-of
fice to the East Village, the following 
have been post-masters, viz: Henry 
KeJlogg, as bofore stated; .John Hicks, 
Dec. 16,1850, under the administration 
of President Taylor, keeping the of
fice in his harness-shop near the Wal
}oomsac llOuse ; Alfred Robinson, Dec. 
28, 1853, and Geo. W. Robinson, Mar. 
21, 1859, under the administrations 
Presidents Pierce 'and Buchanan, and 
Charles R. Sanford under that of Pres
ident Lincoln, April9, 1861, who is 
still postmaster (1883), and whose of
fice has been kept in the Sanford store. 

AT NORTH BENNINGTON. 

The following is a list of the succes
sive postmasters at North Bennington 
with the dates of their appointments: 
Daniel Loomis, Nov. 18, 1828; 

Charles S. Wright, Oct. 11, 1833: 
Wm. E. Hawks, Apr. 1, 1839: . 
Hiram R. Haswell, Apr. 20,1855: 
Chas. E. Houghton, Mar. 28, 1856 : 
Chas. E. We!ling, Jan. 4, 1864: 
Milo C. Huling, Sept. 5, 1866 : 
Chas. E. Welling, Sept. 17, 1866: 
Chas. M. Colvin, Dec. 20, 1875: 

who still remains postmaster- 1883. 

THE BENNINGTON COURT HOUSE. 

One other matter connected with the' 
County buildings remains to be stated. 
The Court House which had been erect
tid in the Old Village, in compliance 

with the descision of the committee un
der the act of 1846, and which had 
been built of brick, had been destroyed 
by fire on the morning of March 26, 
1869. But now the population and 
business of the new Village of Bell
nington had increased to fonr or five 
times that of the old. It had been con
nected for years with the outside world 
by railroad and was the place of the 
main p08t.oflice. It had become so decid. 
edly the centre of the busines's of the 
town and eOImty, the county clerk had 
found it necesdary for the accommo
dation of the bar and of the public to 
keep an open office in that village with 
the cu~rent books and papers of the 
County and Supreme courts. This had 
heen done with the consent of the coun L
ty judges and it fortunately saved froin 

destruction the most important records I, 

of both those courts, and in conse

quence much less loss and inconven
 lience was occasioned by the fire than ! 

would otherwise have happened. The 
probate records were in the con:rl;..house 
but were preserved from destruction in 
its fire-proof ~afe. 

No attempt was made to retain the 
court-house in its former location, hut 
a portion of the people of the County 
were desirous of having the County ~ . 
buildings in one central place, where 
all the records should be kept, and all 
the courts held, instead of at the two 
ends of the County. 

The Legislature, therefore, by act " 
of Nov. 15. 1869 after laying a tax on 
the County for the expense of erecting 
proper' buildings provided for the sub
mission of the question whether there 
should be one or tw~ sets of such build
ings to the legal voters of the County in 
their town-meetings to be held on the 
last Tuesday of the following Februa
ry. Such of the voters as desired only 
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one set of buildings were to designate should have been made on high gro und 
on their ballo1..s the town or village in and for two generations it was the most 
which thay wished them erected. If suitable place for it. It was a cOLlspicu
there should be a majority of the. vo- Ons and commanding position among 
ters for any single place, the buildinW' the new settlements, and from the 

I were to be erected there, but if other- character and ability of its inhabitants 
I wise, they. were to be placed in the it soon be~ame conspicuous from a 

Village of Bennington. By the provis- distance.~ 
J ions of the same act a committee con- i It was known at New York City as 
~ si.sting of Henry 'Y". P~tnam of ~en- the head quarters of the defenders of 

nmgton, Sam;::el M. "West of Arhng- the titles under the grants of New 
ton, and Augustu~ G. Clark Of. Man- Hampshire, as their defiant stronghold 
che~ter, w~re ~ppolllted t~ ..upermtend against the land jobbing and land rob
theIr erection 1U conform,Ity to the re- bing government of its colony. To that 
sul~ o~ ,the ~ot.e .th~ provIded for. :rhe government it Was a "city set on a hill 
maJority bemg 1ll favor of the contmu- , that would not be hid'" and when its 
ance ~f the two county shires, the lOIdly Govenor sent 'his sheriff with 
committeeproceede~ ~o ,erect th~ pres- hundreds of followers, to take posses
e~t court-ho~se and JaIl m Bennmgton sion for the city speculators of the 
Village, which was done at a cost to farms of two of its inhabitants, was ~ thecounty of $ 30.000. found quite ready and able to protect 

~ 

..-. The building is of brick, and beside· t:lem ; and did in fact with a proper
r! the comt room contains the county show of resolution and musketry easily 

clerk's office, the probate office and the persuade the city dignatary with his i\ 

~1 

~,t jail and jaUor's residence. Both the famed posse comitatus to return hurned
(lOuIlty clerk's and the probate office are ly baek to Albany relieved of all incli

~ provided with nrc-proof vaults. The nation to embark a.gain in a similar 
jail has seven cells for the confinement, expedition. 

F of ~a.~es and one off the residence o( Bennington Hill was alike conspicu
11 the Jailor for females. ous in its resistance to the oppressive 

After the burning of the court-house measures of the British crown. A few 
at the Centre,. until the new building I days after the shedding of the first 
was completed, the courts were held American blood at Lexington, it fur
in the hall of the Bennington Free nished the commander and was the 
Library. place of muster for the men of the 

'Ihe rivah-ies and controversies which New Hampshire Grants who on the 
r have been mentioned in the foregoing 10th of l\'~~y, 1775, captured ;~e fo:

account are such as would naturally tress of 'IlCon~~roga for .the ContI
arise among intelligent and order loving n~ntal ?on~ress and also In the Dame 

\ people having different, local interests, of a still higher power. 

and there seems no reason to question At a later period of the Revolution, 
the sincerity or the integrety of pur- the men of Bennington were no less 
'pose of any of the contending parties. conspicuous in defense of their country 
In the midst of the forest it was natural when Burgoyne, on his triumpha.nt 
that the first settlement of the town march toward Albany, sent a large 

" 
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body of his veterans to seize Benning- cd in other pnrsuits. The streams and 
ton and the public stores gathered there, the more level land in the valleys fur
they, were not permitted to cross the nished water-power and numerous otb.
threshold of the town, but were met' er facilities for mauufacturing and its 
on its borders and most of them cap-I attendant industries, with which the 
tured' or 8lain. The only visit any of IHill ~ould not long hope to compete.
them were permitted to make the town I The substitution of the New Villege 
was as prisoners of war. This first suc- i for the Old, as its business centre, 
cessfuI resistance to the invasion infiic-/I could not be slJccessfully resisted.
ed a blow which secllred the capture 
of the Invader and that of his Whole 
army at Saratoga, a few weeks after
wards. 

A MO&UMENT. 

The early inhabitants of the to~n of 
which the Old Village was the nucleus 
and centre, has given to it a history 
of which the present generation may 
well be proud. Their recent, earnest 
exertions to raise a creditable mOnu
ment to the me!D0ry of the brave lDen 
from New Hampshire, Vermont and 
Massachusetts, who together achieved 
the victory of the 16th of August 177.: 
a monument which is to have its found
ation on the site of the old store-house 
which was sought to be captured by 
Burgoyne, and on the summit of the 
highest, centre hill, overlooking a rich 
surrounding country, may be taken as 
an indication that the patriotic deeds 
of the fathers are not unappreciated 
by their sons. 

PROGREfiSIVE CHANGES. 

The change was inevitable. 

HlJ,.A,ND HALL. 

Page 31: read Genera.l Hj\l'rison was elected 
by WbigB over Van Buren. Omission.-Ed. 

BENNINGTON FREE LIBRARY. 

In 1865 a Free Library was estab. 
lished in Bennington by the joint ac
tion of Seth B. Hunt and Trenor W. 
Park.-- Though full biographies of 
these respected donors of the library, 
are expected for this work from other 
hands, a few words in respect to them 
is deemed proper here.- Mr. Hunt 
was born Bennington,Febru&ry 1811, 
and died in New York City, April 20. 
1880.- Mr Park was born in Wood
ford, adjoining Bennington, Dec. 8, 
1823, and died at sea on his way from 
New York to the Isthmus of PA.narna. 
Dec 13, 1882. Both of them spent 
their early and much of .their later 
lives in Bennin!!ton; both by their 
own efforts and industry had been suc· 
cessful in business. and both had long ~ 
been liberal in their contributions to 

But the merits and fame· of our ear-i rel!gious, educational and charitable 
1y inhabitants, however great, could: obJ('cts. 
not Secure their work froml.he power-I The donorl3 purchased. an unfinished, 
ful effect of progressive changes in the commodious, brick building, ,~ituated 
business and employments of men.
founded at a time when agricultnre 
constituted the chief and almost the 
only business of life. It was found 
quite inappropriate to a period when 
a majority of its people became engag

in a central place in the village. and fit.. 
ted it up for the use of the library.
The building is two storieFinheight, 
the upper story containing a library 
room and a reading-room, a large hall 
for lectures and public meetings with 
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an entrance ro{)m attached, all well 
provided with tables, shelves and other 
suitable furniture. The lower story is 
divided ilJto rooms for offices and stores. 
The library contained at first about
carefully selected volumes of standard 
works, and has since, from its annual 
increase and other sources been largely 
mcreased. The original cost of the 
whole to the donors was about $10.000, 
of which each shared equally. 

The times and conditons on which 
the library was given are specified in 
a deed of trust from the donors to 

by the trustees for public meetings and 
lectures and other assemblies of people 
under such regulations M they might 
prescribe, and the other parts of the 
building not suitable for the use of the 
library and reading room might be rent
ed for such purposes as said trustees 
might choose, the proceeds of all rents 
to be appropriated for the payment of 
taxes, expenses of iusurance and prop
er repairs and improvementi and for 
the care of the libra.ry, reading room 
and building ,-the residue to be applied 
to the increase of the library." 

Hiland Hall, Benjamin R. Sears, Dan-I Fourthly "The said trustees may com
iel Mc' Cowen, Thomas J. Tiffany and. mit the care and management of the 
John V. Hall, which terms and condi- I library, reading room and building to 
tions are as follow,! : the Association already formed, for 

First In order to perpetuate the trust taking charge thereof, or:to any other 
it is provided that in case of the death, association hereafter to be formed Or 
resignation, or removal from the town to individuals in their discretion, and 
of Bennington, of any. one of the trus- shall have power to resume the charge 
tees the fifth part uf the premises con- of the same whenever in their opinion 
veyed shall revert in the residue of the objects of the trust would thereby 
them, which fifth part they are requir- be promoted." 
cd to convey to such person as they 
shall llame as their associate trustee. 

. . 0Sccondly, The truatee,8 theIr 8urVlV 1'8 
't thand suecessors are t0 permi e prem

ises to be occupied and kept for a li

brary for the free use without compen
aation of the inhabitants of the town 
of Bennington and its immediate vi
cinity, and to which a reading room 

Fitfhly The building, furniture and 
library are to be at all times kept well 
insured by the trllstees and ill go(,d re
pair and may be rebuilt by them in 

case of destruction by fire." 

Sixthly The trustees are so to man
age the trust as always to prevent its 
becoming of a sectarian character, no 
preference being allowed to one com

may be attached, and under such regn- munion, denomination or belief over 
lations for the safe keeping of the another, and the said :five trustees may 
books and papers and the proper care execute all their serviees and perform 
and return of such books as may be ta- all their duties by a majority of their 
ken from the library for readiI)g as number." 

may from time to time be approved by It was also further provided in the 
said trustees." deed that if the trustees should attempt 

Thirdly It was provided that the to divert the property thereby convey
large room on the second floor should ed or the proceeds ,thereof, from the 
"forever be set apart for a public hall purposes and objects of the trust or to 
and might frOl!l time to time be rented permit it to be dODe by others to whom 
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they might commit the charge of it, 01'.1 from Mr. Park of $1000 for the pur
s~ffer the property to run to waste and I chase of new books, which has in part tdecay, then the deed was to be null and been expended for that purpose, large ! 
void, and the property and its proceeds ly to supply the place of books that 
was to revert and become invested in had bceome so much worn as to be un ! 
the said donors and their heirs the fit for further library use, but leaving 
same as Iif the conveyance had never 

been made. 

A Young Men's Association, Iluch as 
had been mentioned iu the deed of 
trust,having been organized, the inaug
uration and formal presentation of the 
institution took place at a gathering of 
the inhabitants of the town in the hall 

'b b 'ld' th' o tel rary m mg on e eveIllng f h l 
.of the 2M of June If: t [. 'I d of 
trust, which bore date on that day was changed, perhaps, m~re than any oth

publicly read, and interesting and ap- ~r ~art o~ the town Slllce the notice of 

propriate addres.ses were made both by It given ill the Gazetteer,- Benning

Mr. Hunt and Mr. Park on their pur- ton Con~ty, No. !I, page 136, about 

poses and expectations in founding the twenty -SIX years SlDce. 

library i to which thankful responses Favorably situated with referenee to 

~ 


were made by Hiland Hall. in behalf water-power, nearly all of its advan

of the trustees, and by the Rev. WIll. tages have been improved and the in

S. Apsey, President of The Young du~trie8 -w;:hich have developed have 
Men's Association for their generous quite largely increased its population 
and most valuable donation. Other and material wealth. This is manifested 

~ 

prominent citizens, ~so, joined with from the number and more extensive 
them in expressing the grateful ac- mills, shops, dwellings and churches 
knowledgements of the inhabitants of which have been erected within the 
the town for the unsolicited liberality nearly three decades just passed, and 
of the respected donors. which it is the object of this article to 

The number of desirable volumes in notice to some extent. 

the library has continued to increase 
nnder the care of the Young Men's 
Association until the present number 
exceeds ~OOO, and the reading room is 
supplied with such newspapers and pe
riodicals as the needs of those who 
frequent it seem to require. The means 
by which the additions to the library 
ha.ve been made are from the rent of 
the library property and some dona
tions from Mr. Hunt, Mr. Park .and 
others. The la.test money donation was 

a portion of it for further expenditure. 
HIT.AND HALL. 

l 
BENNINGTON VILLAGES 


AND 

THEIR INDUSTRIES, 


BY HENRY D. HAI,L, ESQ, 

B 
ERNINGTON, 

The Village of Bennington has 

It lies in the valley through which 
run the streams which l,lnite in forming 
the historic "Walnmscoick" river or 
as it is now called Waloomsac,- the 
Pownal, the Roaring branch from Wood
ford and the Furnace brook from 
Shaftsbury,- the waters of the first 
two, giving the most available water
power. 

At the south-west, about two miles 
distant, is Mount Anthony, 2505 feet t(\ 
high, and at the north- east, nearly the 
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same distance is Bald Mountaio, 3125 ft. 
high, both affording the eye of the in
habitant or visitor by their imposing 
elevation and beautiful scenery, de
light and satisfaction. It has nearly 
4000 of the 3000 inhabitants now in 
the town of lSennington, and bas con

'tained since the burning of the Court 
House in Bennington Centre in 1869, 
the Court House, COlUity Clerk's office 
and jail for the Southern Shire of the 
County. 

BENNINGTON NEWSPAPERS. 

The Bennington Banner, a weekly 
newspaper, is published by Charles A. 
Pierc,; and is a continuation of the State 
Banner established by l<.noch Davis in 
1841. There is a joh printing office 
connected with it the motive power for 
which as well as for all printing pur
poses, is supplied by the village water
works, and also, a nook bindery. 

The Bennington Reformer, J. H. 
Livingston, editor and publisher, is a 
Democratic organ published here and 
has reached its twelveth volume. 

BENNINGTON GRADED SCHOOL. 

There was a special act by the legis
lature of 1870, procured for the "Ben
nington Graded School District," and 
the district was organized, Nov. 9, of 
the same year, and a building of brick 
of dimensions, adequate and with all 
the mOOen improvements in furniture, 
seats, ventillation ete., was erected in 
a central part of the village, suitable for 
the accomodotion of tweh-:e grades of 
scholars, numbering 500 pupils or more, 
at cost of about $50.000. It proves well 
a,dapted for the purpose for which it was 
built, and is probably second to none in 
the State, in all its appointments. 

THE HARLEM J;;XTENSION. 

A bout 1867, a rail-road was con
structed from Bennington, south, call

ed the Harlem Extension, to Chatham, 
N. Y. to connect with the Harlem raIl
road, making a continuous line from 
Montreal, Canada to N ew York. For a 
while through trains were run to the 
great convenience ot· traveling, and Of 
cars carrying milk and produce to New 
York, thus promoting the interests of 
the different to" n~ on the line; but af
ter a time a different regime followed, 
and it is only at interval~ that there are 
accommodating connections to New 
York. This road was constructed to a 
large extent, by the issuing of bonds 
by the, several towns on the line, and 
the endeavor to get rid of paying them 
has resulted in outside parties, as litiga
tion has progresbed and the status of 
the road in law has changed from time 
to time, to purchase and control it for 
a season; and it is now run as the New 
York, Rutland and Montreal Railway, 
having a depot in the village, necessi
tating the transfer of passengers, bag
gage and much of the freight, passing 
through the town, to and from the Ben
nington and Rutland Railway, and as 
early called in the Gazetteer, the 
Western Vermont Rail Road. 

THE SECOND CONGREGATIONAL 

CHUROH. 

The second Congregational Church 
edifice was destroyed by fire, Aug. 11, 
1864, and in about a year, a chapel was 
erected which now constitutes the rOom 
for Sabbath school purposes. The main 
chunh building was completed in 1773 
and is connected to the chapel with a 
parlor and other rooms for social conve
neiences. A .parsonage· was built in 
1883, on the north end of the church 
grounds of brick, as are al~o the clmrch 
and chapel, which fills out the entire 
block. The pastors since the orgamza
tion have been Revs. Arctas Loomis, 
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brick and was erec'ted in 1878, the old 
ehurch having been taken down to 
make roor:u for one htrger. There is a 
parsonage connected with it, but, is not 

upon the church grounds. The pastors 
'since the previous notice in the Gazet-

T S A t-iteer have been Revs. Y\. . psey, ,- . 
K.Dexter, R 1\1. Luther, G. C. Bald-
win, Jr. and Z. Martin. 

THE ~'lRST METHODIST CHURCH 

is of stone and has b,een remodelled 
ajld enlarged within a few years, so as 
to make it a commodious and fine edi
fice. A parsonage WJlS erected in 1883, 
on the corner of School and Pleasant 
atreets;which is in keeping with the 
o.ther chill'ch property. The present 
Pltstor is Rev. T. C. Potter. 

ST. PETER'~ EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

which is of urick has been recently im
proved and beautified , answering well 
the need of this gro\ving society. There 
has been within a shGrt time a liew rec
tory built upon the church grounds.
The r ectors have been since Rev. Dr. 
Manser, Revs. Phillips, Bliss, Jones, 
Graves and A. J. Barrow. 

THE FRENCH CATHOLIC CHURCH 

was organized in 18ClO. This soci.ety 
occupi8d a rOom in Noyes block until 
1882, when a suitable church of wood 
was built on School street, where servi
ces are regularly-held. 

BANKS. 

There are two National Banks of 
$100.000 capital. each. The 1st N a
tional Bank of Bennington, L. R. 
Graves, President, G eo . .F. Graves, 
cashier. The Bennington County N a
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C. H. Hubbard, C. B. Hurlbert, R. G. tional Bunk, Charles Thatcher, Pres i
Reed, F. J. Mundy' and C. C. Kimball dent, Clement S. Cone, cashier. 

D. D. Dr. Kimball was installed in MANUFACTURES. 

August 1884. There have been some uew kilH13 
The present Baptist church is of industries sustained and a considerable 

of 

which 

while 
at 

"two 
fifty 

of 

increase ill some of the kinds 
have for a long period been carried on 
here. 

THE BENNINGTOX )IACHLXE W0RKS 

are the outgrowth of the two mould
inO' furnaces in the lower paTt of the vil

0laO'e, which have been d is('ontiuued. 

0 " t h . t


01
,
III ~cot. t e pl'osent proprIo or 

erected the5e works in 1865. consisting 
of a large .foundry and machine ;; hops. 

Iwhere gunpowder and paper machine 
ry of all kinds area specialty. 
other machine work rrsuruUy done 
sllch establishments is also caTl'ied 011. 

THE KNITTING INTERES't' 

was characterized in 1861, as 
Knitting Factories, employing 
hands in and about the mills, and out
side the mills 150 more." This branch 
has developed into mnch larger propor
tions, giving employment to more than 
four times as many now. 

H . .E. Bradford & Co's hosiery ILnd 
knitting mill was established in 1858, 
and is situated on upper Main street. 
It was dcstroyec by fire in 1865, and a 
new one. erected soon after. A n acci
dent occured at this mill in J annary 
1874, which resulted in the death 
nine persons. It was supposed the ex
plosion was the result of the igniting 
of gas which had·generated beneath.the 
building from a leakage in the tank con
taining gasoline for the lighting of the 
mill. 

Geo. Rockwood & Co's kuitting mill 
is at the east end of the village on Main 
street, and was erected on or near the 
site of the old oil mill of Rockwood & 
Colvin. 

---. 
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The old mill for the manufacture ture of ribbed knitting machines for 
linseed oil and oil meal will be remem knitting in a peculiar way, the wristlets 
bered by many as being quite noted, and anklets for shirts and drawers. 
and was before rail-roads were so com The success of this machine which was 
mOll, the place where flax seed from this followed by another for knitting full 
vicinity and neighboring towns in the fashioned good~, shirts and drawers in ' 
State of New York was brought and the a single piece so that when seamed up 
manufactured oil and meal was taken they will be adap~ed and fashioned to 
in large quantities across the mountains the form, necessitated the enlargement 
illto New Hampshire and 1\'Iassachusetts of their work~, and they reaped a rich 
with teams. reward for their indu"try and enter-

THE vALgNTINE KNITTlNG lIlLLS... Iprise. This firm is nOW dissolved, its 
The knittinJ< mill of A. B'. Valentine, members pr6secuting, seperately, the 

one of the largest in tOWD, was burned. manufacture of. these machines. 

in the fall of 1882. It was rebuilt in part' TIFFANY KNITTING 1tIU.,:-{)F FULL 

in 1883. It has b€en operated by a com- .t'ASHIONED GOODS. 

pany of young men, formerly in the em- Tiffany Brothers have a mill for 
plo~ of Mr. V~leutine, who have made' knitting the full fashioued goods above 
: m~e class of goods,. finding a :eady mentioned, which has recently been 
dlle III the market. It IS sItuated III the enlarO'"d to keep pace with the dem nd 
heart vf the village, a I ittle' off of. PI~as- for their product, ir, which they :lso 
ant street. He converted a bUlldmg, manufacture cut goods. 
formerly U!!ed by his father, .Toel Val-, .
•• COnPER S SPRING NEEDI.E MACHINF 

cntme, a8 n cardmg factory, into this' . 
knitting mill iu 1866, hy remodelling W'.mKS. 

and enlarging it, and had made pre- Charles Cooper has for years been 
':ious to. the fire large ailditions from Iengaged in ~aking ma?~ine spring n~e- . 
time to time.. At this writing the mill dIes, a busmess, requmng much skIll, 
has been wholly rebuilt and enlarged, and is annually placing on the market 
and in its tower has been placed a first' five or six millions of the different 
eIaes town clock, giving excellenttime ~tyles required in all kinds of knitting 
to the whole village. Mr. Valentiue. is machines. A few years since his son 
{lOW interested in the operation of this became a partner with the firm name of 
mill, and two of the old company, Chas. Cooper & Son, and added to this 
}Ioore and Puffer, are to prosecute the business that of knitting full fashioned 
same line of business in a new mill e- goods, as well as the cut, and is located 
rected by Mr. Valentine, and leased on the premises formerly occupied by 
by them, on the opposite side of the the paper mills of Geo. Benton & Sons. 
stream. The main tJuilding is three sto- About two years since, 1\'lr. Cooper 
ries high upon a foundation at least purchased the water privilege llsed by 
100 X 40 ft. 1M. G. Remington in the wagon busi

RIBBED KNITTING MACHINE WORKS. 

Tiffany & Cooper came into this vil
lage several years since and stalted bu
siness in a sm.all way, in the manufac

ness, and which is centrally located and 
has erected large buildings in which 
with the water power supplemented by 
steam, he carries on the needle and ma
chine business, and additional to the 
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SHODDY-FACTORY, ETC. 

Enos Adams and Enos A,dams & Co, 
are engaged in making mineral soap, 
steam and water wheel govenors, pat
ent mop·sticks, wooden bo\\'ls, cotton 
batting and manufacturing shoddy,
the different kinds of WOl k, giving em
ployment to quite a number of hands. 

THE STONE WARE POTTERY. 

now owned and operated by Edward 
Nort<)ll and C. Welling Thatcher under 
~he firm name of E. Norton & Co. still 
retains its reputation for making the 
first quality of ware, and though burn
ed in 1874, it was immediately rebuilt 
in more convenient form, and has re
cently been enlarged. 

CARPET-TACK!:',-PATENTEE. 

Henry W. Putnam purchased the 
sites of the Brown and Grover furnaces 
on North street a number of years 
since, and has been manufacturing pat
entbottlefasteners,clothes-wringersand 
various other articles of light hard-

MA NY OTHER INDUSTRIES. 

'there are lllany other industries, not 
mentioned here; among them, wagon
shops, machine-shops, planing-mills, 
box-factories, ochre, and paper clay 
works, etc. ete., not because they are 
uuimportant, but for lack of space; as 
the mention of all would add too great 
length to this review. 

HOTELS. 

There are four hotels in this village, 
giving good and l;Jufficient 9.('{lommoda
tjons to the traveling public, to the usu
alvillage boarders, and III the season, 
for summer visitors; and in this con
nection, it is proper to mention two 
bakeries and four livery stables in the 
village. 

VILLAGE WATER WORKS. 

The Village has lately been suppli~d 
with pure spring water, which is con
veyed in pipes by the Bennington Wa

ware, and more recently has been mak- tel' Co., to all parts, from a large res
ing large quantities of double pointedervoir, npon high ground about two 
tacks for carpets and other purposes.- miles, east, giving sufficient force for its 
He is also patentee-manufacturer of the use fOl' fires, and which is made avail
best ear.ning fruit-jar on the market and able for drinking and hO'lsehold pur
is largely interested abroad in the man- poses. 4. contract has been made with 
ufacture of barbed wire, now so exten- the company in which H. M. Putnam 
sively used as fencing material. 

THE BENNINGTON WOOLEN MILLS. 

in ~he western part of the village were 
built by Hunt & Tillinghart iu 18.65.
Seth B. Hunt became the sole owner 
of them in 1872. In 1874, he sold to 
S. S. & M. Fisher of New York. The 
buildings are of brick and cover a large 
area of ground and in the business. 300 
to 400 hands have been ·cmployed.

is largely interested, for the use of hy

drants in different part.'! of the village, 
which wiII do away with the nse of fil'e 
engines in most cases, except it may be 
in the suburbs. 

ELECTRIC I.IGHTS, 

The streets, under a contract with 
the Bennington Electric Light Co. are 
to be lighted by electricity and the work 
for its consummation is ~eing aCCom
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plished rapidly, so that the old· method 
of lighting by kerosene will soon he 
superseded by this more modern one, 
though as yet not in use in many vil
lages of its size. 

The stores and smaller places of 
trade are upon a scale that calls traffic 
from adjoining towns, and the erection 
of pleasant, and in many instances of 
quite expensive buildings has been on 
the increase, as the developments of 
business have added to the wealth of 
the inhabitants, so that on the whole, 
the village will compare favorably in 
general appearance and thrift with oth
er New England villages of its size. 

THE PARK GUARDS, 
a Military Company, was organized 
,January 1876, named from the late 
T. \V. Park, Esq., who from time to 

running 80 rods and couppling the cars 
to a hydrant, whicllliwas witnessed by 
a large number and specially attracted 
the attention of the friends of ellch. 

THE OLD BAXD. 

There was formerly here one of the 
best instrumental bands in .the State, 
which added much as all attraction alld 
a pleasure to the village; and there has 
been growing lately a dmlire to revive 
the 'band spirit' and reorganize and 
bring out the ptesent musical talent of 
the plaee. It it is hoped the effort may 
sllcceed. 

NORTH BENNINGTON VLLAGE' 

Since the sketch of this village was 
published twenty-six years ago, in the 
Gazetteer, page 139, there has been 

time generously contributed to its aid•. some progress in its history, a review 
The armory and drill room is upon of whillh is the object of this article. 
Pottery street. Under the general law of the State, 

At the Centennial Celf'bration, Aug it became an incorporated village in 
15th, and 16th,1877, this Company 18.67. The two school districts, most
held the post of honor in the regiment ly in the limits of the'village, in 1870, 
and esct)rted the President, his Excel- took measures to organize 
lency, R. B. Hayes. The Company • A GUAlJED SCHOOL 
was at the Celebration of the Battle of district. A commodious brick building 
Faratoga in October of the same year, ina central position with ample grounds 
in commemoration of the surrender of for school purposes, was erected in 
Burgoyne. 1871, at an expense of about $12.000. 

THE FIRE DEPART}[ENT It has had the efficient support of the 
is well organized with efficient officers, citizens in the supply of teachers &c., 
and both the engine and hose compa- aud has furnished an e:Xcellent school 
nies are uniformed and supplied with for all within the district, and the high
all llecl'ssary equippments for effective er grade has been patronized more or 
service. For y~al's the village has sup- less by scholars from neighboring dis
ported a first class steamer, and one 0- ltricts. About tenyeur8 since acontig
ther hand-power machine, but the build- nous district in the town of Shaftsbu
ings being 80 largely of wood, at times ry was added to it and the school has 
it has been difficult to completely con- uow five grades. 
trol the fire fiend. The old Academy was sold prior to 

. On the 16th of August 1887, the the erection oflhe p't'esent school build
three hose companies had a prize trial, ing about the year 1870, to 
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THE CATHOLIC SOCIETY churches, who had either moved into 
who ill 1874, under the pastoral care the yillq,ge or were living near it, with 
of Rev. Father 0' Dwyer, remodf'lJed two others on profe~8ion of faith. From 
and enlarged it, making an attractive this time regular services were held in 
and comm'ldiolIB church where services Bank hall and the Sabbath school was 
are 'regularly held. Father Prevost is discontinued at the mill. The first 
the present officating clergyman. . minister was 

THE PARK RESlDI<3NCE. 

T. W. Park, Esq., who dilld in Dec. 
1882, to whom North Bennington, and 

in fact thp, whole .town, is indebted for 
much of its prospeJity, built about the 
year 1865, a fine residence whi.ch he 
occupied during the warm and summer 
months, on the farm formerly owned 
by and upon which his father-in-law, 
Gov. Hiland Hall was born. It is now 
the summer residence of Gen. J. G. 
McCullough, who married his eldest 
daughter. 

To give the needed space for grading 
the grounds of his residence, 

THE BAPTIST CHURCH 

was moved by Mr. Park to a more de
sirable location several rods, north, 
where it was enlarged and neatly fitted 
up, which with other recent improve
ments, renders it a very pleasant and 
inviting house of worship. The first 
house was dedicated, Dec. 31, 1845, 

. and the first pastor was Rey. Justin A. 
Smith. The present pastor is Rev. 
George Shepard. One clerk, 'Ym. E. 
Hawks, has served the church since its 
establishment, and he is also the pres
ent senior deaeon. 

Tim CONGREGATTONAJ, CHURCH. 

The founding of a Congregational 
church here was the outgrowth of a 
Sunday school, held for a year or more 
in the mill store in the south part of 
the village. In May 1868, the church 
was organized of members from the 
Bennington and Bennington Centre 

UEV. LJ<:AVITT BARTLETT 

of Coventry, who remained one year.
In October 1869, 

REV. H. C. WESTON 

of Charleston, Mass. was ordained as 
pastor, he having been called by the 
church while yet at the Theological 
Seminary at Andover. During hi.s 
pastorate, a church of brick was erect
ed, of modern style and costing aboat 
$15.000. 

!,tEV. L. c. PAR'l'RlnGE 

was called in April 1875, and com
menced his ministry, the first sabbath 
in May. He finished his labors in Oc
tober 1885. 

ItEV. GEO. R. HEWITT 

was installed as pastor, in .June 1886. 

THE BANK. 

l\1r. Park established a National 
Bank in 1864, with a capital of half a 
million, which has always beeD a well 
paying institution, but its stock has 
lately been reduced to $ 150.000, 
which is suffident for the accommoda
tion of business in this vicinity. The 
bank building ill of brick, the second 
story being used as a village hall. 

THE DEPOT. 

During the year 1881, it large and 
convenient depot was built through the 
generosity of l\Ir. Park, the principle 
owner of the Bennington and Rutland 
rall-road which receive.~ the attention 
and commendation of travelers who 
may stop for a short or longer time at 
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t4e station, as well as. the admiration Ithroughout this country and many or
of thc citizells generally.. ders have been sent to Australia, South 

COTTON FACTORIES. 

The two cotton factories havt> beeu 
enlarged, and unto the water power, 
the actual qlIantity of water having 
decreased as in many other localities, 
st~am has been supplemen~ed so that 
by the greater retention of the water 
and its economieal use, their capacity 
bas been mOre than doubled, and there 
has until recently been about 80.000 
yards of print cloth made per week.* 

PAl'ER-1HI,L. 

The capacity of the paper-mill now 
owned by the Stark Paper Company, 
which company also has a mill at state 
line in the edge of Shallsbury, has be~ll 
incr('ased so that as against three to 
fOUl'tons of paper, weekly ill 1861, it 
turns out ten to twelve tons per week. 
Chas. E. Welling, Esq. is the principal 
stockholder in the company, and both 
mills when rUllning make from 20 to 25 
tons of paper per week, 

tTI.AS!:! GRINDING,-STEREOSCOPES. 

Within a few years the grinding of 
glass by water power for lenses, and 
the manufaeture of stereoscopes has 
been carried on here quite extensively, 
the two shops eillploying from 12 to 15 
hauds. Three years since a large facto
ry for glas,; gtinding and polishing, and 
the makingof stereoscopes, work hoxes, 
writing desks, &c., was built by H, C, 
White, upon a water power about a 
mile south of the village, where from 
20 to 25 hands are given employment, 
and the manufactures of their differ
ent shops al'e shipped far and near 

*'l'he Vermont mUls, only, are bemg operat. 
ed at pl'esent, and are manufacturing yarn, 
which is sold and Shipped for use in other 
pn.rls of the country, 

Africa and other foreign countries. 

RUBBElt TAHLl':TS. 

The making of rnbbet· tablet" Ily H. 
T. Cushman is It gl'owing Interest and 
his cont!"aets in supplying the Dixon 
Cl1lcible and Pencil Co. of Jer~ey City 
with their htrge line of ink and rubber· 
erasures which al'e sold all over the 
cOllutry, proves them of the best quali
ty, as no other on the market Ntll com
pete with those made by the Faher 
company. Other novelties of small 
wood work are also mantlfactnred here.. 

'tHE LOCK-CP. 

A good and sufficient Lock-up, of 
stone, of c01lYenient size, with two 
cells opening into the front room, is 
centrally located, and is eonsidl'red by 
law-abiding citizens as a good invest· 
ment It is undoubtedly It terror to evil 
doers and has its influence to dete}" from 
lawlessness. 

THE LADIES LIBRARY. 

The ladies est'lblished n library in 
1877, by SUbscription and the donation 
of books by interested citiz.;us, which 
has been maintained with interest to 
the present time. The organization 
took the name of "Ladies Cit'culating 
Library Association," with an annual 
membership fee of $1, and has a cata
logue of about 250 volumes. 

THE BURXIXG OF THlc BURGESS BlUDGg, 

spanning the Waloomsae river. 500 ft. 
long and about 40 ft. high on the Troy 
and Boston R. R. two miles west, on 
Thursday, Oct. 15, 1885, I'esulted in 
the death of tlll'ec citizens of this vill~ 
age. The fire engine was taken to the 
bridge and in trying to pass under the 
east end, the highway running under it, 
the bridge fell and killed and burned 
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two, and fatally bmned the third.- 
There has been no calamity in this 
neighborhood so appalling and giving 
such a shock to the whole community 
for miles around for lllany years, if in
deed, ever. 

A large fire occnrred a ycar since, 
which destroyed much of the business 
portion of the village and from the ef
feets,of which the business of the place 
has not, as yet, entirely recovered. 

BEXNINGTON CEXTRE VILLAGE, 

Bennington Centre has somewhat 
diminished in population in the last 
two decades, 'nnmberinll now about 
200 inhabitants, 

The building of brh,k, with the his
toric name of "State Arms House" so 
long kept as a tavern, and where the 
State ~Iilitia were aunually called for 
June training upon the Upper Hill, 
which has for many years been occu
pied as a residence, is to be taken down 
to open the grounds contiguous to the 
Battle Monument. 

ent pastor, Rev. Isaac Jennings· has 
officiated 'as snch since .June 1853,- a 
long pastorate, and one productive of 
much good, and has been a continual 
pleasure to both pastor and people. 
The Church is rememhered by many 
who in the activities of life and tIle pur -.. 
suit of,business, have removed to othel' 
parts of the town, or established homes 
beyond the borders of the State. 

After the burning of the Court House 
in 1869, the descisionto build the new 
one at Bennington, oue mile east, was 
not unexpected, as the Cpunty would 
be better accommodated. 

There are quite a number of summer 
re~idences, some quite palatial, in or 
near the village, built by business men 
of Troy or New York, wme of whom 
are the descendants of old residents. 

A VILLAGE IMPROVEIUENT SOCIETY 

haR been lattlly organized here, which 
augurs still greater efforts in beautify
ing the nuw pleasant village,as well as 
the care of the cemetery ot' this hi s 
toric place. 

On the brow of the hm at the north 
The 'Valloomsac House, formerly a Ieud of the village was situated the 

'Hotel' and celebrated as an'Inn' in days 
w hen the large travel between Albany 
and Troy across the mountain to Brat
tleboro and the Eust was done by stages; 
wa.'! kept for yefll's as a boa:rling house 
through the summer months. It is now 

that the Bennington Battle Monument 
closed, though it is hoped only fur a Iis being erected: 

limited time.. On the eastern slope and overlooking 
There is here a general country store. the larger village of Bennington is the 

in which is located the post-offic~. and I: R{)man Catholie chllreh of stone, 
also, another store where groccl'Ies and. ST. FRANCIS DE SALES, 
hardware are keptj,

" 
TIlE ]:'IHST CONGREGATIONAT, CHURCH. 

The old First Congregational Ch urch 
of Bennington is still energetic 'Illy and 
prosperously maintained; The pres-

CONTINENTAL STORE HOUSE, 


which General Burgoyne with a detach

ment under Col. 'Baome was longing to 

capture on 'the mOl'lling of the 16th of 

Ang. 1777, and it is near this very spot 


with adjoining lands upon which aL'e a 
fine residence for the parish priest and 

Catholic school and convent; but a proj
ect is no,\' on foot to remove the church 

*ReY. J11' !Tenuiugs die(l Aug. 2;), 1887. 
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tv Bennington as more convenient for 
the larger portion of the congregation. 

THE SOLDIERS' HOME. 

BY HENRY D. HALL, ESQ. 

The patriotism of the people of 
Vermont dId not die out with the 
termination of the rebellion. It has 
since shown itself in sympathy for 

, the soldier and his family in many 
ways; often in acts of kindness ill a 
more tangible form than merely the 
saying "be ye warmed and filled, de
part in peace," as well as in substantial 
encouragement in carrying on their G. 
A. R. organizations in which there is 
so much interest, and which have been 
of such great assistance to many of 
their comrades. It has now selected a 
way of showing its interest more fit
tingJy and systematically, in the es
tablishment of a Soldiers' Home for 
"deserving soldiers and sailoTs and such 
of their families as the trustees may 
deem proper;"- thus giving a practical 
recognition of the debt of obligation to 
those now living, who with tlJe great 
number that gave up their lives, are 
deserving of lasting gratitude. 

The act of incorporation for an illsti
tlltion of this kind was approved with 
permission to hold prol'erty obtained 
by gift, p:1rehasc or otherwise to the 
amount of $200.000, Noy. 24, 1884, 
and an appropl'iation of $10.000 was 
ma<1e for the use of snch home by the 
same legislaturc. 

A committee was appointed to select 
a suitable place and propositions were 
made by towns competing for its loea
lion, in dfferent parts of the State, but 
the offer of the "Trenor Park Home 
fOJ' Destitute Children and 'Women"
for this purpose was accepted and the 
property made over to the State ill the 
winter of 1886 and 7. 

I t i~ beautifully situated on the north 
side of the Village of Bennington, 
about one half mIle from the Court 
House and Post office, ",nd in sight (j f 
the ground upon which the Battle Mon
ument is being erected. The premises 
had beeu purchased by the late Hon. 
T. 'V. Park with the idea of making 
it a "Home for children and old la
dies," by setting apart a sufficient en
dowment fund tor the necessary ex
penses, but whose sudden death occur
re<1 before the consummation of his 
most cherished plans, though he pro
cured the act of incorporation t.o be 
passed by the legislature for carrying 
ont this purpose, with the above title a 
few months before his death.* The 
home had been used for fimning pur
poses, and in the snmmer for tile ae
C"ommodation of "fresh air children" 
from New York nntil it was madfl over 
to the State. (* 1852,-page 40.) 

Connected with the i:.stitution are 
about 21)0 acres of arable land with a 
main building weIland permanently 
built 50 x 45 feet, three stories high, 
including the attic which i,,' high and 
completely finished, with ells and other 
necessary additions. It wa~ constmet
ed with the modern improvements and 
the system of sewerage is mORt perfect. 
The barns and out-buildings are large 
and comm;)dious, having been built with 
wise reference to fitness and cOliveni
en,ce. The fountain, which sends a 
st.ream of water into the air 198 feet, 
is supplied by spring5 from the mount
ain, with a tall of more than 300 feet 
and the groye containing a beautiful 
fish-pond with carriage drives through 
itadds greatly to the beauty of the level 
acres, used for meadow and planting 
land which adjoin it. 

The Bennington Banner of August 
18th and 25th says: 
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"It was fortunate indeed that the 
muster of State troops and the laying 
of the corner stone of the monument 
took place in such close proximity to 
the Home. These events gave opportu
nity to the thonsanda of patriotic peo
ple visiting the town to also i,.spect the 
Home, the very valuable property and 
its vast and beautiful surroundings 
Few people it is to be presumed, went 
to Bennington for the purpose of visit
ing the Home, but when there, few 
went away without improving their op
portunity. Exclamations of favorable 
surprise were upon every lip. 

"The present condit jon and future 
prospects of the Home nre all that could 
be desired, aud all can join in express_ 
ing the opinion that th, institution is an 
honor to the State." 

"The Home will be filled gradnally 
to its capacity as fast as the same can 
be done judiciously, regard being first 
had to relieve the towns from persons 
chargeable upon them." 

"Considerable hal'! been written and 
said concerning the establishment of 
the Home at Bennington, and of the 
exte:tt of the property and its many 
conveienences, but to be able to under
stand the whole nothing can take the 
place of personal oJJservation. The 
property was formerly the palatial res
idence of Mr. Seth B. Hunt, a pros
perous Bennington manufacturer, who 
had spared no expense to improve, 
beautify and adorn it. 

"THE SOLDn~RS' ,HOME DELIVERED. 

At 11 o'clock, Aug. 16th the for
malities attending the dedication of tl;e 
Vermont Soldiers' Home took place. 

The Govenor5 of Vermont, New 
Hampshire and Massachusetts, and 
most of the military geusts, together 
with the militia officers and many, old 

soldiers assembled at the Soldiers' 

Home, where after music, Gen, Wm. 

'Veils, ehairman of the board of trus

tees. called the assflmblage to order and 

introduced Col. Z. M. Mansur, who in 

behalf of the board, addressed Gove

nor Ormsbee. and fonnally delivered 

the property to the State of Vermont. ~ 


He I'ave a history of its acquisition 

and adaptation and bespoke for it the 

protecting care of the State. 


Govenor Ormsbee accepted for the 
State the noble gift from the heirs of the 
late Hon. T. W. Park and the work of 
the trustees in expending upon it the 
State'il appropriation, and said that so 
far as hIs mfluence could go, it would 
be given to promote a constant interest 
in the grateful benevolence thus entered 
upon. 

Senator Edmunds was then called 
out ... He praised the site and its be:m
tiful surroundings and expressed his 
pleasure that Vermont had provided a 
home for the increasing number of her 
gallant but unfotunate sons who helped 
to save the country in its hour of peril 
and are now with the advance of years 
finding themselves unable to battle with 
the har~ships of life. He congratulated 
the veterans and the State upon the 
good fortune and good management 
which had attended the founding of the 
Home and hoped the State w~uld make 
its capacity equal to the needs that ...., 
mayarisfl. 

Ex Govenor Pingree followed him 
and spoke of the lively appreciation 
that loyal Vermont has always had of 
her hel·oes. She recognizes, but for 
them, we should not to-day have a great 
and fi·ee countIy that is the pride and 
praise of all people. To them tile peo
ple owe a debt that never can be paid; 
and' the least that the public can do is to 
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see that their sufferings are mllde as 
light as possible. This ended the 
speaking, but in conversation, Govs. 
Ames and Sawyer spoke of the beauty 
of the Hom" and the remarkable econo
my with which it had been secured and 
adapted. 

It was loomed from the trustees that 
about 50 applications have been made 
for admission to it, but it will accom
date only 38 residents, and the next 
legislature will have to be asked for an 
appropriation for additional quarters. 

The veterans and the trustees spoke 
with equal praise of Superintendent 
and Mrs. Coffey." 

The otlicers of the Home are Wm. 
Wells of Burlington, president; P. P . 
Pitkin of ]\fontpelier, treasurer; C. C. 
Kinsman of Rutland, secretary; and 
Capt. R. J. Coffey, surperintendent. 

It was prepared fOl' inmates in the 
spring of 1887, and there were on its 
delivery, as above, to the State, fifteen 
veterans availing themselves of its 
comforts and privileges. 

TH}; NAMES OF THE FIRST FU'TEEN: . 

Chester Derby, Co. A., 7th Reg., 
age 66, residence Burlington, admitted 
June 9th, 1887. 

Isaac I'orter, Co. F., 14th Regiment, 
age 54, residence, Da.nby, admitted 
June 10.1887. 

Wm. M. Deparr, Co. B., 1st Cav. 
age 55, residence Swanton., admitted, 
June 23, 1887. 

Alphonzo Chapleau, Co. C. 2d Reg., 
age 44, residence Burlington, admitted 
July 18, 1887. 

Joseph Demar, Co. E., 5th Reg., 
age 48, re,lidence Manchester, admitted 
July 20, 1887. 

Thomas O'Brien, Co. M., 1st CaV., 
age 55, residence Barre, admitted, 
July 21, 1887. 
• Josiah Haley, Co. A., 14th Regiment, 
age 73, residence Pownal, admitted, 
Aug. 1, 1887. 

Lewis N. Beeman, Co. I, 6th Reg., 
age 49, residence Swanton, admitted, 
Aug. 16, 1887. 

There is certainly just reason for satis
faction and pride on the part of the State 
and gra.tulation to those who are enjoy
ing and the greater nm.,nber who may 

George E. Wood, Co. E., 2d Reg. enjoy in the future, the benefit.s of this 
age 60, l'esidence Randolph, admitted, humane institution, founded in patrio~-
May 18, 1887. I ism and itffection. 

Hobart J. Marr, Co. I, 13th Reg., ! 


THE SOLDIER DEAD
age 43, residence Bratttleboro, admit-! 
ted, May 23, 1887. 

George C. Chase, Co. E., 3d Reg., 
age 65, re8idence Montpelier, admited 
May 24, 1887, 

IncreMe B. Whitliey, Co. A., 4th Reg. 
age f9. residence Readsboro, admitted 
May 25, ] 887. 

William Mattison. Co. L, 2d Reg., 
age 66, residence Shaftsl)ury, admit
ted, May 26, 1887. 

John F. Colby, Co. H., 'ith Reg. 
age 72, residence Danville, admitted 
May 27, 1887. 

IN BENNINGTON CEMETERY. 

Capt. W. H. Cady and privates, 
Nelson C. Bradford, Frederick Hupf, 
Charles C. Harris, Henry M. Harris, 
Calvin Hathaway, George B. Plumb, 
Co. A .• 2d Vt. Vois. ; Private,Charles 
Willis, Co. C. 2d Vt. Vol.-Col. John 
E. Pratt, Maj. J. H. Cushman 4th Vt. 
Vols.; Sergts. Wm. A. Comar, .Alonzo 
Bigelow, privates Henry G. Loveland, 
George H. Lillie, I. N. Morton, H. N. 
Woodworth, Lyman Greenslet, Co. A 
4th Vt. Vols.; Priv. O. B. Sprague. Co. 
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E. 10th Vt. Vol.-Lieut. E. N.l'hayer 
and privates Charles Godfrey, Reuben 
Benjamin, George Fradenburg, Co. A 
14th Vt. Vol. Private Foster S. Prouty 
Co. H. 14th Vt. Vol.-Sergeant S. B. 
Norton, Priv. Albert L, Merchant. Co. 
F. 17th Vt. Vol.-Private Charles M. 
N orton, hit Yt. nattery.- Private A. 
H. Norton, unassigned recruit.-Priv. 
Oscar L. Gates, Com. Dep'tof Ohio.
Privs. Henry Moulds, Albert Kimball, 
2d Vt. Battery.-l>riv. N. H. Slade. 
Co. G.lstN.H. Cavalry.-Priv. Frank 
V. Blake, 49 ~fass. Vol.- Priv. James 
Nelson, U. S. Navy-Sergt.Wm. H. 
Morse, Co. I, 57th N. Y. Vol.-Priv. 
S. Maurer, Co. A, 149th N. Y. Vol.
Priv. Geo. B. 'Vhitney, ~lass. Vol.
Private .John Walsh, Co. A, 14th Vt.
Private Edward Norton, 2d Vt. Band. 
Bugler G. W. Semple, (buried at Ware
bouse Puint, Ct.) Ira Harris, Cavalry. 
Priv. Olney Fuller, buried at Hoosick 
Falls, N. Y., Co.C 169th N. Y. Vol.
Privates C. E. Morse, Co. E, 10th Vt: 
Charles Phillips and Fred. A. Wilder. 

IN THE CATHOLIC CEM~:TEUY•. 

Privates: Charles Wood, U. S. N.
John Grace, Michael W. ~lurphy, 2d 
Vt. Battery; Edward Grace, Ned 
Griffin, Jo1m Dygnam, 2d, CO. A, 2d 
Vt. Vol.; John Dyngam,·lot, Michael 
Carrigan, Co. A, 14th Vt. Vol.; Rich
ard Donovan, Michael Ryan, Patrick 
Howe, Vt. Vols.; T. Dempsey (buried 
at Albany, N. Y.,) Co. A. 2d Vt. Vol. 
Edward Gunshannon, l",t Vt. Battery. 

IN BENNINGTON CENTUE CE~1ET.EI~Y. 

Captain Frank..Ray, Company G 
1st Vermont Cavalry-privates Daniel 
M. Russell, E. A. Armstrong, Co. GIst 
Vt. Cav.-Col. Newton Stoneaud priv
ates Edward A. Seldon, John Kehoe, 
B. S. Potter, Co. A, 2d Vt. Vols.
Privates Bradford S. Downs, 1Yall:tee 

B. Cutting, Co. A, 4th Vt. Vols; Priv
ate John H. Crosier, Co. C, 4th Vt.Vol. 
Privates Fred Ray, ~1. J. Allen, Frank 
Fairbrothers, James Atwood, CO. A, 
14th Vt. VoI8.; Private Edw'd Miller, 
Co. IT. 14th Vt. V'ol.- Capt. George 
HiekB, Co. F, 17th Vt, Vol.-Private 
Edwin Joy, 1st Vt. Battery-Privates 
Leander G. Northrop, Surgeon R. H. 
Green. U. S. Navy; Colonel Henry R. 
Seldon, U. S. l>rivate James 
H. Cowden, 87th ~1aS8. Vol.-Private 
Charles Dietel, Co. G. 35th N. Y.
Colonel George D. Harrington. 

IN THE NORTH BENNINGTON CE:tnETERY. 

Linus M. Towsley, Co. A, 2d Vt.
John Minot, Adelbert A. 'rowsley, Co. 
A, 4th Vt -Jesse Bates, 2d Vt. Batte
ry j-N. Bruffee, N. Y. Battery;
Dennis Bowen, Co. E, 21st N. Y. Cav. 
Lieut. Thos. Hall, 2d N. Y. Vet. Cav. 
George Coon, Co; K, 30th N. Y. VoL j 

Thomas Lyons, ~lass. Vol. 

IN HINSDVILU: CElIIETEUY. 

Privates A. P. Howard, G. L Edgerton, 
Henry Holmes, Chas. Stewart, Dwight 
Riddle, 1st Vt. Bat'y; Lyman Russell, 
Co. G. 1st Vt. Cavalry; Private. Wales 
Puffer, 169th N. Y. 

IN CHAPEl, CEMETERY. 

Privates Abel Babcock, Henry \Yarn, 
2d Vt. Battery; .Tesse Potter, 125th :K. 
Y. ; Parley Hill, Downs. 

IN TOWSLEY CEMETERY. 

Albert Wallins, Co. A, 141h Vt. 

M}~MORIAL ORATORS: 

Who have delivered Addresses at 
Bennington on "Decoration Day." 

1870: Major N. B. Hall; 
1871: Rev. C. H. Huhbard; 
1877: Rev. G. G. Jones; 
1878: H0ll. W. C. Duntoll; 
1880: Rev. R. 1\'1. Luther: 
1881 : 1\1. D. Jump; 
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1883: Sergt. Warren Gibbs. 
1884: Rev. W. W Foster, Jr. 
1885: Rev. S.lVI. 	Williams; 
1886: Gen. Azel Ames; 
1887: Rev. Henry GOl'flon. 

BENNINGTON BATTLE MONUMENT• .... 
BY HENRY D. HAU~ ESQ. 

[With selections from Gov. Hall's 

Albans, October 14th of the same year, 

warmly endorsed t.he project." This 


: action with the interest developed by 

'agitation of thc subject by citizens of 

Bennington and vicinity soon awaken
ed such enthusiasm with reference to 

it, that in October a call was made ~1l 


a village paper for a meeting for the 

purpose "of forming a 

published papers and the Bennington i TOWN HISTORlCAL SOCIETY 

Banner.],• to aid in preparing for the centennial 
The importance of the Battle of anniversary of the Battle of Benning

Bennington as the pivotal event upon I ton." It was heartily responded to 
which the tide of arms turned in the Iand the "Bennington Historical Rocie

• 

Revolnt~onary struggle between the 
Colonies and the Mother Conntry, has 
become more and more apparent as the 
years have rolled by. The l'e'!urringan
niversary has been celebrated and the 
deeds of its actors have been rehears
ed to the multitudes gathering to per
petuate the' day, by the patriot orator 
and statesman in language both instruct
ing and inspiring. In add,tion to its 
observance as specially for patriotic 
commemoration of the baltle, it has 
been used as the day for political con

\ ventions by the different parties in their 
strife for governmental control, as well 
as for religious, temperance and other 

\ 	 commendable purposes, and the patri
otism exhibited on the memol'able 16th 
of August 1777, has been held up by 
each as worthy thc imitation of every 
one, and a share in it 6S the heirloom 
of all lovers of the glorious instiutiollB 
of our country. The celebrating of the 
one hundredth anniversary of the battle 
had been advocated fbI' yearl' and as 
early a~ August 1875, the veterans of 
the late rebellion at a reunion at Brat

ty" .form~ with the following list of 
officers: 

"The president was Hon. Hiland 
Hall. Among the Vice presidents were 
the Rev. Isaac Jennings, Seth B. Hunt, 
'frenorW. Park, Rev. C. H. Hubbard, 
A. B.Ga~·dner, Henry G. Root, Dr. 
Benj.F. Morgan, Thos. White, Henry 
W. Putnam, Hiram Bingham, H. E. 
Bradford and Da.vid }<'. Squires. The 
corresponding secretary was Chas. M. 
Bliss; the recording secretary, Merritt 
B. Morgan and the treasurer, Daniel 
~IcEown. The Board of Directors were 
A. B, Valentine, A. Robinson, Jas. H. 
Walbridge, C. E. Dewey, Ew'd Kings
lt~y, A. J. ~Iattisol1, J. V. D. S. ~rer
rill, C. R. Sanford, H. T. Cushman. 
Asapah P. Childs, Geo. A. Wood, Olio 
Scott, J. Halsey Cushman, George W. 
Rohinson, Milo C. Huling, L. P. Nor. 
ton, A. C. Hubbell, E. O. Cole, Ed. S. 
Chandler, L. F. Ahbott, William E. 
Hawks, 2£1, O. D. Adams and the preE
ident of the society, its past presidents, 
s~cretaries and the chairman of all its 

tleboro, among them, Col. J. H. Wal- committes. 
bridge, "voted to adjourn to meet in The active work of . preparation for 
Bennington during the week of August the celebration and the monument now 
1877." ~raj.J. H. Cushman "in a commenced in e~rllest. During the 
speech at the Officers· Reunion at St : winter of 1875-6 this board of £lirec

55 



56 VERMONT HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

:1'8, suc.~· members liS especially intere~ Ibeen raised b-y-th-e-A-s-so-c-'ia-t-io-n-a-n-d-w-as

est"d themselves in the work and were ready for the purpose. Thi" sum was 
in the town during the winter, held· raised in 1880 and paid in to the State 
weekly meetings in the Court House treasury, which with the $15.000 paid 
at Bennington. The president of the by the State, was set apart as a fund 
society, the even then venerable Gov. of the Ass.wiation in the keeping of 
H~II, was never present, but he was. the State. 
constantly kept informed 'of the pro- In 1877 the State of Massachusetts 
ceedings; and in consequence he gave appropriated $7.000 in aid of the 
the board his most hearty support.- monument. This appropriatiol1lapsed 
Several of the vice-presidents and other under the generallaw of the State and 
citizens were also deeply interested in in 1886 it was renewed and increased 
the work." to iUO.OOO. To jJI'event fmthel' lap~e 

At this tIme the plans of the society it was funded, the Associ.ation adding 
were formed and an interest was soon $5.000, which with the $ 1000 consti
manifested through the state and in the tuted the Bennington Monument fund 
states of New Hampshire and M8,85a-· of Massachusetts of $15.000. 

chu8etts, which was an earnest of ex· In 1777, the State of New Hamp
tended effort to induce the severalstates shire appropriated $5.000 in aid of the 
as also the general Congress to make monument. 
appropriations for defraying the ex. I F b 1881 C . " n e ruary . ongress appl'o
pp.use of erectmg a smtable monument, . d $40 000 'd' . "1 . . prIate . on con ItlOUS Slml 1$1' 
8upphmental to what could be raIsed by h f h S te " 

. b' t' C M BI' d to t ose 0 . t f ta s.private su s~rtp lOnl!. • , ISS an . . , 
G. W, Robinson of the society were The first meetIng of the ASSOCllitlOD 
most active in their exertions in'obtain- was held on the 2d Wednesday in Jan
ing.subscriptions, and in their personal uary.18~7, aud the committee on the 
efforts to further the project in otber nomlll~tlOn of officers reported ~s such: 
ways,especially Mr. Bliss in his attend- "PrE-sldent, Hon. .Horace. FaIrbanks 
ance upon the different legislatures and of, St. Johnsbury, YI~e-prssldent, Hon. 
at the Capital at Wasbington. HIland Hall of Bellnmgton, secretary, 

Charles M. Bliss of Bennington, assist

By an act I)f the Vermont Legisla- ant sec., John T. Shurtleff of Benning


. ture approved November, 28, 1876. ton, treasUl'er,Milo C. Huling of North 

The Bennington Battle Monument As- Bennington," who were duly elected. 
sociation was incorporated "for the At subsequent meetinO"s h -laws 

' d" , "" yf el'ectm3p~rpose 0 an mamtaI~mg a w~re adopted and other important busi
smtable. monument commemoratIve of ness transacted' . aud at another ad
the achievem~nts of ~en. Jo~n Stark jonrued meetin~, Jan. 23, ~he following 
and the patrlOt soldiers of "ermont, board of direetors were elected by bal
New Hampshire and Massachusetts at lot: A. B. Gardner, A. B. Valentine, 
tbe decisive bat~le "f()ught On tbc 16th Olin Scott, Charles E. Dewey and A. 
of August 1777.n P. Childs. 

By the same act an appropriation of \. The work of the Association was for 
$15.000 was made payable whe!l full the year t 877, principally to conQuct the 
proof coulp be made that $5.000 had, Celebration of the week of the 16th of 

-
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August that year. Notwithstanding the 
fact that a commission wa.~ created, the 
responsibility for the celebration rested 
by law, on the Association. The Asso
ciation, and not the Commission, invito 
ed all the gensts, 'and it looked after 
the exercises of the special two days 

design of Prof. Weir was by the com
mittee of design reccommended to the 
board. 

The board of ditectors at this time 
were Hon. Geo. D. Robinson, gove
nor of Massachusetts; HOD. Samuel 
W. Hall, govenor of Kew Hampshire, 

celebration, with. the care of which it, Hon. Samuel E. ·Pingree, govenor of 
was charged by its charter. The com- Vermont, ex-officio members of the 
mission appointed an executive commit- board, and Hon. Benj. F. Prescott, 
tce consisting of Messrs Root, Valen- ex-govenol' of New Hampshire; HOll. 
tine, Huling, P!tge and Geo. A. Mer- Edward .J. Pllelps, L.L. D., professor 
rill of RutlanJ. The AssociatiOli also of law in Yale college.; Gen. John G .. 
appointed a committee consisting of McCullough, Hon. Henry G. Root, 
Charles M. Bliss, Isaac Jennings and Maj. A. B. Valentine, Samuel B. Sau
A. B. Gardner to which E. J. Phelps, ford, Esq., and Rev. Isaac .Jennings. 
when he was elected the president of: The committee of design at this time 
the Commission was added, to have Iwere Hon. E. ,T. Phe Ips, soon after ap
charge of the literary exercises of the pointed om' minister to England, chair
two days." man; Hon. Alexander H. Rice, IJ. L. 

This observance of the Centennial D., ex-governor of Massachusetts; 
called together thousands from the HOll. Benj. F. Prescott, ex-governor 
country, near and remote, as citizens of New Hampshire and president of 
01' officials j variolls organizations, both the Association. The author of the de
civil aud military; his Excellancy the sign adopted, John F. Weir, pl'Ofessor 
PrCl!ident, R. B. Hayes and members of painting and design in Yale college, 
of his Cabinet; the Govenors of sever- was present ·at the above meeting-in 
al States, and other distiuguisl,ed per- New York, Dec. 2, 1884~ the report of 
sonages from this and {.ther States. the committee (Of design was accepted, 

H An account of' the proceedings of and a resolution was passed unanimous
tile week of the Centennial is given in ly adopting said design, and !dso in ac
a semi official work t.y thfl Association, COl dance with the resolution every mem
and one by C. S. Forbes of St. Albaps, ber of the board, including the Gov
both ot which have been pnblished.- ernOl'S of Massachusetts, New Hamp
The Whole expense of the celebration 
was over $14.000." It was estimated 
that over thirty thousand perso~s were 
in attendance on anniversary day. 
Annual and special meetings of t.he 
Association were held and important 
business transacteu; but one suhject of 
commanding interest held its place-

shire and Vermont, ex-officio members, 
gave their individual vote in writing, 
and within the time that the meet~g 
was kept open for the purpose, for the 
Weir design." 

This desigll, which was mainly 
sculptural and of small dimellsions 
was a great disappointment to the 

that of securing a suitable design for people of Bennington who had contem
the monument. plated the erection of a structure of 

On Dec. 2, 1884, at a meeting of the magnitude and grandeur properly typi
directors, held in N elV YorI{ City, the fying the historical importance of the 
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Bennington victory which in accord
ance with the historian Bancroft they 
had always felt to have been "one of 

,the most brilliaut and eventful of the 
war" of the Revolution. 1he design 
consisted of five life like bronze stat
ues, in lwvolutionary costume, the 
commanding figure ~5 feet in hl'ight, 
standing on the top of a rongh gran
ite shaft 20 feet square at the base and 

. 45 feet high, the four other figures be
ing at the corners of the bl\8e 8 fect in 
height. They accordingly looked upon 
the proposed structure 38 tending to 
degrade rather than honor their patri
otic ancestors who had helped to achieve 
the victory. 

The opposition to the design of the 
directors was so strongly manifested at 
the January meeting, 1885, that the 
qnestion of its adoption was not moved 
and its consideration was postponed to 
the semi annual meeting to be held the 
following August. Gov. Hall who was 
spending the winter in Springfield lmd 
unable to attend the meeting had writ. 
ten a spirited letter to the treasur~l' of 
the Association to be read in th<; meet
ing, briefly, but earnestly, protesting 
against the adoption of the design. It 
was not found necessary to use the let
ter at the meeting, but it wall publish
ed the next day in the Bennington Ban
ner and extensively circulated. 

Previous to the August meeting, the 
Bennington Historical Society took 
measures through a committee of its 
members to have a desig~ for a conspic
uous monument prepared, and on its 
approval by a larger advisory f'ommit
tee from the states of Vermont, Msssa
chusetts and New Hampshire to be 
presented to the Association for their 

. adoption in lieu of that of the board of 
direc~ors. 

-~~~--~~.- ... -
Early in June, Gov. Hall addressed 

an open letter to his fellow members of 
the Association in which he set forth 
his ohjection atcousiderble length to the 
design, claiming and insisting it was 
not only altogether inap]Jl'opriate, but 
that it was not in any JUSt seuse a com
pliancf! with the terms, or spirit of the 
act of incorporation which declared 
its pUJtlose to be "for erecting aTld 
maintaining a suitable monument com
memorative of the achievements of 
Gen. John Stark and the patriot sol
diers of Vermont, New Hampshire 
and .Massachusetts at the decisive bat
tle of Bennington fought August l6th, 
1777." 

'I;he report of the committee of de
sign discarded all existing monuments 
of magnitude and grandeur, both an
cient and modem, including those in 
this country of Bunker Hill and Wash· 
ington, as unworthy of being followed, 
assigning as the reason for such con
rlemnation that they were speechless, 
and did not tell any story of the event 
to be commemorated, but left its de
scription to be ascertained from some 
other source. 

To overcome this supposed fault the 
committee resorted to an alleged story 
telling pow erof sculpture in bronze stat
ues that the monument might properly 
describe the battle. forgeting or over
looking the well known truth that sculp
ture had no original. power of speech, 
but like painting could illustrate and 
emphasize to the eye such facts only as 
were already kno,,'n, and that without 
such previolls knowledge sculpture was 
equally dumb with theil' condemned 
monumental shaft. 

But the artistic language of the pro
posed design would be fonnd to give 
110 special account of the battle by 
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which it cOlVd be di!Stinguished. from 
any other Revolutionary engagement. 

N one of the sculptured figures be
fore mentioned purported to typify any 
of the officers or i'oldiers engaged in 
the battle. That on the top of the 
monument was not to be a portrait like
ness of Gen. Stark, but was only to 
be a type of "a Revolutionary leader," 
the other four figures to use the lan
guage of the committee were declared 
"not to be portraits of individuals but 
types of the time and the event" intend
ed to represent "the farmer and the 
artizan turning, from their avocations 
to take up arms to resist invasion, the 
wo~an of the time sheltering her child 
from the coming storm and the minis
ter of religion invoking the divine 
benediction." 

Such a structure might be a fair 
type of what would occllr at any active 
resistance to invasion, but it would 
have no special relation to the victory 
of Bennington, and would be just as 
applicabJe to a dozen other revolution
ary engagements, whether small or 
great, successful or othewise as that 
of Bennington. In all of them there 
would be seen the Revolutionary lead
er, the farmer and the artszan turning 
to take up arms, the woman sheltering 
her child and the minister invoking the 
divine blessing. The design thus being 
merely a type of an ordinary occur
ance in the war of the Revolution, 
could not in any sense be (,onsidered 
as comp1emorative of the achievement 
of' Gen. Stark and his patriot soldiers 
at the victory of Bennington. 

At the meeting in Augu8t, a very 
large number of the members being 
present the report which had been su1
mitted in January reccommending the 
smaller design, was withdrawn, and 

the way made clear for the adoption of 
the larger and commanding one coin
ciding with the views of Govenor Hall. 
Tile subject was fully canvassed. Sen
ators W.M. Evarts of New York, .Jus
tin S. Morrill and Hon. E. P. Walton 
of Vermont and Prof. A. L. Perry of 
Massachusetts with others taking part 
in the discu~sion ; and the larger design 
reccommended by the committee of' 
the Historical Society was adopted by 
unanimous vote. 

The annual meeting was held the fol
lowing Jan. 13, (1886)"when the com
mittee styled a 'working committee,' 
appointed Aug. 12, 1885. consisting of' 
C. M. BlisR, Geo. W Robinson, M. C. 
Huling, John V. Hall and J. T. Shurt
leff was continued with its same duties 
and powers. 

Early in 1886 the working committee 
secured the approval of the design by 
the President of the United States and 
at length, subsequently, the payment 
of the appropriation of $40.000 by 
Congress was effected. The moneys 
of the three States were released on 
the basis of the contract with Mr. Ward 
for a monument 300 feet high. 

At a special meeting, Aug. 5, 1886 it 
was unanimously "Resolved that the 
monument be located in the centre of' 
the highway on the crest of the hill, as 
nearly opposite the site of the Conti
nental store house as practicable." also 
unanimously"Resolved· that the work
ing committee raised in 1885 be em
powered in co-operation with the board 
of directors to proceed at once to lay 
the foundation the of monument of the 
design already adopted with full pow
er to make contracts and cause the erec
tion and completion of the monument." 

At a meeting held .Jan. 12,1887, the 
working committee, at their request, 
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were I'elieyed ano full powers given the 
board of directors of thc Association 
to makc contracts and build the monu
ment Hfter the design approved by the 
Association, and to transact all business 
J'elating to matters of the Association 

At a meeting held by the direetors, 
April 12, .J. V. Hall, president pro tern 
and Rev. Isaac .Tennillgs, secrebtry, a 
building committee consisting of B. G. 
Root. A. B. Valentine. and Milo C. 
Huling was appointed, also a finnnce 
committee, viz: John G. McCullough, 
,Tolni V. Hall, and J. T. Shurtleff. 

The work of these committ('es was now 
pushed forward with vigor, and soon a 
contract was made with Contractor W. 
H. Ward of Lowell, Mass. for huilding 
"a monnment not less than 300 feet 

invitation to the Grand Lodge of Free 
andacceptedMasons of Vermont to par. 
ticipatein the laying of the cornerstone 
of the monument." The invitation was 
accepted by the Grand IJodge and due 
notice giv:en the board of director~. 

On June 15th] 887, a formal resolution 
was pa~sed "inviting the Hon. Bcnj :F. 
Prescott, Ex-Govenor of New Hamp
shire and President of the Bennington 
BattlcJ\lonument Association, to act 
as president of the day on the occasion 
of laying the corner stone of the 
mOllnment." 

THE LAYING 

OF THE CORNER STONI<~ OF THE 

BENNINGTON BATTLE 

MONUMENT. 

high and substantially in accordance I Tuesday, August 16th 1887 will 
with the 'Rinn pla~' at a cost of i become historical as the day on which 
$75.000." was im~re8sively laid the Corner Stone 

By an act of the legislature in 1886, of t~e toweri~g iYlonumeut f()r the e
commissioners were appointed to se- rectlOn of whIch so much of thought, 
cure Ihe site selected for the monument imoney and labor had been bestowed 
with proper surroundings by the pur- !by .tho~e W~1O for years had this grand 
chase of lands and the removal of build- : obJect III vlew. . 
ings, and in section 6, a sum not to ex- i The First Brigade, Vermont Nation
eeed $10.000 was appropriated for this Ial Guards, Brig. Gen. W. T•. Green
purpose. The report of the comm isaion /leaf commanding had heen in camp up
states that "there is no question but thar. on the grounds attached to the Soldiers 
the acqusition of a part, or all thereof! Home for aeveral days previous w the 
(ie the 40 acres) is oesirable," but OIY-: 16t~, as had also Fuller Battery, Capt. 
iug to expense only about 12 acres I LeYI K. Fuller commanding, and had 
were actually reported as \lOW neces-l by thcir daily drill and evolutions calI
sary. ed out the praises and encomiums of 

At a meeting of the board of direc- hundreds who had from day to day 
tors of the Association. June 4 1887 come from the town and vicinity to wit· 
it was voted "to invite' the citi~ens o~> ' ness them. . 
Bennington to meet them at Library 
hall and join them in arrangements for 
the celebration of the laying of the 
corner stone of the monument on the 
16th of Angust next.' It was also voted 
"that the board of directors extend an 

We qnote from the Bennington 
Banner: 

"The 16th day of August 1777, 1877 
and 1888 mark three important and e
ventful epochs in the historvof Ben
nington. Oue hundred and ten years 
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ago the victory won for freedom and Iof the New York National Guard, the 
against British oppression by the patri- fine appearance of the Berkshire Boys 
otic Benningtonians under Col. War- (both the cadets and Canton Colfax);to
ner and" allies from Massachusetts and getber with what could be witnessed of 
New Hampshire, all under Gen. ,John our own uniformed troops and socie
Stark, was most potential in turning ties, all these seemed to take up the 
the tide of war in favor of the young attention of the assembled tholIsands 
Republie. The celebration tell years and kept them in good nature while 
ago of the Centennial of the Battle of anticipation was heightened in conse
Bennington was a most memorable oc quence. 
casion. , The laying of the corner stone 

GOVEB.NOR'S DAY.
of the Battle Monument to-day has 

At ten o'clock the formalitie;; ofalso been a notable event. The weather 
Govenor's Day in Camp Col. Sethwas pleasant and fully 30.000 people 
Warner occurred. The brigade was rewere in town as spectators of, or par
viewed by Govenor Ormsbee, Comticipants in. the celebration." 
mander in Chief. In this pleasant du

"The ,day was uRhered in by the I ty, he' was accomfanied by Goveuors 
ringing of hells and a yoney from Ful- Sawyer of New Hampshire and Ames 
ler Battery, encamped here. There of Massachusetts, who had arrhed just 
were clouds mingled with the sunshine in time to )}<'1rticipate. The three Gove
but no rain 01' other circumstances to nors were attended as they inspected 
mal' the comfort of the occasion.- the Brigade by General Greenleaf and' 
The incoming trains from aU directions his full staff as well aa by their own.
brought crowds of people into town. This as well as the review took place 
The Sir Knights in their showy and On the parade ground, the point of ob
symbolic dress, the visiting military, servation of the Govenors and geusts 
the G. A. R and the Odd Fellows SOon being to the east of tte Soldiers Home. 

ma~e ou~ street~ alive with organised I Among those lDvit~d by Gov~nor 
bodIes who wete ~o make up the par- Ormsbee as geusts(25 III all)were Sen
ade of the afternoon. The various c'lel- ator Edmunds, Ex-Govenors Holbrook, 
igations were met at the depots and es- Fairbanks, Barstow and Pingree of 
corted t{) their respective headquarters Vermont, State Treasurer Dubois, Sec
which had been provided at the halls retaryof State Porter and Com. E. T. 
of the organizati6ns to which e~ch be- Woodward, representing the Govern
longed. The GOvenors and theIr staffs ment and several of onr prominent cit
were the geustsof the Association and izen:;' members of the Monument As
were entertained at the Putnam. The Rocia~ion and the Editors of the local 
visiting military companies were the, p ers• ,ap . 
geusts of the citizens of Bennington.' 
They were cordially received and hos Govenor's Day this year was one of 

pitably entertained. As these all came great brilliancy, owing not ouly to the 

into the town an inkling was obtained fine appearance and discipline of the 

of what the afternoon's procession Brigade, but also to the presence of dis

would be like. The evolutions of the tinguished citizens and the ovel'f'·had

Sir Knights, the marching and move owing importance of whnt was to fol

ments of the 32d Separate Company low. The very great improvement in 
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the bearing of the Vermont NatiOl).al business on the line of march and 
Guard after a few days in camp was streets upon which the formations were 
never more noticeable than on this oc- made, being one line of flags and .other 
casion. As the troops passed in review i decorations. On Pleasant street, the 
the breast of all Vermonters swelled i residence of Hon. A, B. Valentine, 
with pride as they heard the compli headq narters of Govnor Ormsbee, dis
ments showered npon them by visitors played a large flag tastefully hung in 
from other States. As the Bannt'lr said festo(')ns. The waving of plumes, the 
in the beginning of these historic e flashing of swords, the glitter of shoul
vents: "The Green Mountain Boys of der straps and gilt accoutrements pre
1887 will take rank with those of 1861 sented a pleasing spectacle. Time and 
and 1777, although each must pass in space will not admit of an itemized 
to renown in their respective spheres." report of the other and elaborate dec

orations."THE PROCESSION. 


Precisely at the hour announced the 
 THE PROCESSION: 

grand procession formed. The Troy Chief Marshal-
Times special places the uumber in line Col. George W. Hooker, and Staff. 
at 3.500 and the number of Masons in 

First Regiment lIilitary Band. 
town at 1.000. The Chief Marshall, 

First Brigade, V. N. G.Col. Hooker, and Gen. Greenleaf had 
• . Brig.. Gen. William L, Greenleaf Commanding.

agreed that the head of the column i (Col. Julius .J' Estey, Commanding First RegL 
start at one o'clock. Nothing could: ment; Maj. George H. Bond, Commanding 
have been seen ill the streets at that Provisional Battallion. 

hour but a dense mass of people and Grand Army of the Republic. 
mounted aids moving here and t.here. Capt. P. T.Blodgett, Department Commander, 

At camp much the same order ofl BENNlNGTON BATTLE MONUMENT 
things was apparent. Gen. Greenleaf, ASSOCIA'rION AND COMMITTEE. 
Col. Estey and ~Iaj. Bond were coo]y H' Ell· Eb JOb 

• IS xce ency enezer. rms ee,issuing thtlir orders and awaiting the ,. 

signal. When however the lines did Governor of Vermont, and Staff. 

move, the streets Were cleared as if by Representative of the United States 

magic, and the long and imposing col- Government and Stuff. 

umn passed in review of thousands lin- Hon. Benjamin F. "{>rescott, President 

ing both sides of the streets ulltil the of the nay. 

site of the monument was reached. 

.There was no delay or break anywhere 
and the procession was as well seen 
within a few rods of starting as farther 
down. It is safe to say that no finer line 
was ever seen in Vermont. Perhaps, 
there have been larger nambers, at the 
Centennial in 1877, for instance, but 
none more imposing and beautiful. 
The town presented a holyday appear
aIwe, nearly every house and place of' 

II J h W S t 0 f' 
on 0 n . tewar, raOOr 0 the 

Day. 

Ris Excellency t harles H. Sawyer, 

Govenor of New Hampshire and Staff. 

His Excellency Oliv~r Ames, Govenor 

of Massachusetts and Staff. 

Judges of the Vermont SupremeCoui't. 

Hon. Hoyt II. Wheeler, United States 

District J ndge. 

http:NatiOl).al
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Visiting .Military Organizations. 

Civil Officers. 

Federal Officers. 

Other Civic Organizations. 

Canton Bennington I. O. O. F. 
Capt. Norman ~J. Puffer, with Invited 

Cllevaliers, 

MASONIC DIVISION. 

Right Worshipful Thomas S. Miller, 

Deputy Grand Marshall. 

Band. 

Templar Escort. 
(Taft Commnnde,ry No. S, 


Eminent G. S. Mattison, Commander.) 


Master Masons. 


Knights Templar. 

Eminent John R. Pilling, Grand Cnpt·GeneraI. 

Grarld Commalldery of Vermont, 


Knights Tcmplar. 


Right Eminent Delos 1\'1. Bacon, 


Grand Commander. 


Right Worshipful Harley G. Sheldon, 


Grand Marshal. 


Grand Lodge of Vermont. 


Most Worshipful W m. Russell Burleigh, 

Grand Master of New Hampshire. 

Most W orsbipful Henry Endicott, 

Grand Master of Massachusetts. 

Most W olshipful Alfred A. Hall, 

, Grand Master of Vermont. 

Fuller Battery. 
Capt. Levi K. Fuller, Commanding. 

PRELUIIXARY TO THE CEREMONIES. 

As the Fuller Battery reached Main 
street in Bennington Centre, it dasbed 
rapidly up to the site of the old Conti
nentinal storehouse where it unlimber
ed and fired a salute of thilteen guns, 
which announced the fOl'mal opening of 
the corner stone exercises. Seated on 

the speaker'S stand around the monu
ment were Ex Govenor B. F. Prescott 
of New Hampshire, President of the 
Bennington Battle Association., Gov. 
Oliver Ames of Massacbnsetts, GOY. 
C. H. Sawyer of New Hampshire,and 
Gov. E. J. Ormsbee, Senator George F. 
Edmunds, Congressman John ,"V.Stew
art, orator of the day, and Congr{'ss
man William W. Grout. A second 
stand waR occupied by the staffs of the 
three govenors and such well- known 
Vermonters as Horace Fairbanks, Ex 
Gov., Samuel E. }'ingree, Ex Gov., 
John L. Barstow, Ex Gov., Frederick 
Holbrook, Ex Gov., Col. B. B. Small
ey, Gen. Wm. ,Vells, Judge H. H. 
Powers, .Judge .J. W. Rowell, Colonel 
Franklin Fairbanks, State Treasurer 
Dubois, Secretary of State Porter, Sec
retary of Finance Page, Gen. P. P. 
Pitkin, Col. John C. Stearns, Hon. 
James K. Batchelder, Gen. T. S. Peck, 
Gen. William H. Gilmore, Col. Albert 
Clarke, Col. F. S. Stranahan, Col. Wm. 
A. Crombie, Col. D. K. Hall, Col S. M. 
Mansur, Col. R ..E. Hathorn, Col. De 
1\1ay, Interstate Commissioner, A. F. 
Walker, Hon. )Varren Gibbs, Honora
ble Daniel Roberts, Hon. B. D. Har
ris, Gen. H. K. Ide, and Col. T. C. 
Fletcher. Upon this stand were also 
seated the members of the Monument 
AssO'Jiation's Board of Directors, the 
Building and special committees. 

TIle platform occupied by the Grand 
Lodge and Grand Commandry was :;it
uated just south of the comer stone.
This stone is 7 feet long, 3 feet wide and 
2 feet 7 inches thick and will weigh 
more tllau 5 tons. The receptacle with •
in it is 2 ~feet long, 1 foot wide and 8 
inches deep. Within this receptacle was 
placed a copper box and in tlle box 
were placed the articles as read by the 
Grand Secretary and enumerated be
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low.- Another stand had been erected Grand Lodge. Copy of the Banner 
just to t.he right of the second stand, on contained cut of monument and Record 
the south-east corn!;!r and upon this the History written by Chas. M. Bliss. 
monument committee had provided a.m
pIe accommodation~ for the press, the 
First Regiment band and the vocalists 
of Bennington and Berkshire men. 

After the discoursing of vocal and 
instrumemal music by the singers and 
bands and prayer there followed the 
ceremony In Masonic order, the box 
within it containing the followill$!; : 

The rite being concluded, Most 
W orshipfnl Alfrid A. Hall, Grand Mas
ter of Vermont in behalf of the order. 
in an eloqnent speech presented the 
monument to Gov. Ormsbee for the 
State, as "a tribute of Americans to 
American valor, and of Vermont to 
Vermont patriotism." 

The addre~s of Gov. E. J. Ormsbee 
Holy Bible, Gov. Hall's Early History Iwas fnll of interest, a portion of which 
of Vermont, Rev. Isaac Jennings ~:Ie. ! was as follows: 
morials of a Century, Rev. Isaac Jen· 
nings' Historical A('count relating to 
the Battle Monument, Manu:scriptcopy 

. of the contract for the erection of the 
monument; Biogfllphical Encyclopedia 
of the 19th century, Vermont; copies 
Bennington Banner, newspaper; copie~ 
Bennington Ueformer, newspaper; oth
er Vermont ncwspapers, Troy antI NelV 
York newspapers, Printed laws relat
ing to Monument, Battle ,)f Benning
ton and Vermont Centennial: Forbes' 
Vermont Centennial, History of Odd 
Fellowship, Report of 1\lasonic Grand 

"Aud now, Su', in the name of 
the State of Vermont, I receive this 
work so auspiciously begun, from your 
hands. I thus l'eceive it, not alone for 
the State of" Vennont, bnt also for and 
in behalf of our sister commonwealths, 
Massachusetts and NelV Hampshire, 
who have made such liberal contribu
tion to the cause in memory of their 
sons who have l!Iealed the canse of free. 
dom and liberty with their blood; and 
forandin behalf of the General Gov
ernment which has by more than libel'
al aid espoused the cause here com

Lodge of Vermont, 1887; Official pro- i memorated, and thereby given to it a 

gramme of laying corner stone, Aug'.· National character, and securing to all 


. 16th, 1887 j :Masonic ceremonies, lay- of her sixty millions of people a com

ing cornerstone, Vermont, Centennial, 
Memorial Medal, B~nk note~ of the 
Banks in Bennington, Copper coius, 
Brigade order and roster, regimental 
order from Adjutant General's office 
for muster of 1887. 

Of the above the medal was contrib
uted by Dr.C. P. Thayer of Boston 
Mass.; copper coins by Thomas S. Mil

• ler of St. Albans and Mrs. S. M. Sib· 
ley. ~he' also presented the Farmer's 
Almanac. The History of Odd Fellow
ship was written by H. IJ. Stillson and 
donated for this purpose by Vermont 

mon property and interest in this off:' 
ering to patriotism, this monument to 
the bravery and heroism of the never 
to be forgotten Allen, Stark, Warner 
and their brave and devoted followers. 

And I should be remiss iu acting my 
pleasure if not in the performance of 
my duty, should I fail to here and 
now, to make an elltitiedrccognitioll of 
our obligation to and to pay just tdb
ute of thankfulness to our sister States 
and the United States, for the interest 
manifested in and for the material aid 
furnished to tllis undertaking and tbere
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fore as the Executive of the State 
Vermont, and in behalf of her people 
I tender to them through their honored 
and honorable representatives, who 
have so nObly come to us this day to 
pay further devotion by their presence 
and to give increased value to the gifts 
that had preceded them, our warmest 
thanks. 

And having thus acceptl'd the well 
laid foundation work of this monu
ment to both valor and patriotlim, from 
YOUl' hands, I now transfer it to the 
Bennington Battle Mouument Associ
ation for cOlnpletion. 

Gentlemen of the Association; Upon 
you is now conferred It I?reat respon
sibility: You are the chosen, trnsted, 
servants of the State upOn wtom now 

dence I now commit this work to your 
hands. 

The work wa" accepted by Hon. B
F. Pr"escottof New Hampshire, on be
half of the AS80eiation, fi'om whose 
address is copied : 

YOUI' Excellency :-As President of 
the Bennington Battle MOl1l1ment As
sociatiou and ill its behalf, I accept 
from you, the Chief Magistrate of Ver
mont, this corner stone with its histor
ic contents, now so well and appropri
ately laid. In doing this I feel that an 
important work has been well begun, 
and that the people of this republic 
will rejoice to know that an additiOllal 
hOllor is to be paid to the patriot,. of 
the Revolution, who freely gave their 
lives for the establishment of the best 

rests the duty of taking up this "work Igovernment Oll earth: 

and carrying it on to completion. In The Association undm' the supervis

the pel'forn:.ance of your duties you are ion of the chief architect will erect up

not alone thf> servants of Vermont, on this imperi~haule foundation a mOIl

b.It also the custodians and trustees of" ument beautiful and artistic in design, 

the General Government. the Com-" and massive in structure, which shall in 

IIlonwealth of Massaclmsetts, and the 
State of New Hampshire. The honor 
and good faIth of the State is pledged 
that this work shall proceed without 

delay, that it shall be completed as it 
has been begun, with stability and en
during qualities; this honor and good 
faith is also, in your keeping. ~We ex
pect that you will give to this under
taking your individual and collective 
care and watchfulness and that under 
yonI' supervision and direction the 
work will go on from base to apex, un
til we shall see before us eompleted and 
wholly fiinished a structure as your de
sign calls for without blemish or defect 
and in keeping with the foundation be
fore us. This we have a right to ex
pect. Less than this would grieve and 
disappoint us. In full trost and confi

the coming ages mark 011e of the most 
important localities in OUI' land; made 
sacred by the blood and sacrilices of 
our heroic countrymen. 

By the liberality of the States of Ver
mont, fifass!l,chusetts, New Hampshire, 
and the gencrill government, which 
was made possable by the resnlt of 
this battle, aud the generosity of lib
eral and patriotic <Jitizens, this monu
ment is to be erected. 

On that memorable day, August 16th 
1777, without pre-arranged plans, in the 
heat of the battle, amid the groans of 
the wounded aud dying, and Over the 
prostrate forms of their fallen and 
dead comrades, the 8elf sacrificing pat
riots of New Hampshire, Vermont and 
Massachusetts helped lay the corner 
stone of this free and enligtened repub
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lie which has stood It century and com
mands the respect, and has secured the 
admiration of enlightened mankind, 
everywhere. 

We meet to-day to lay the corner 
ston!'! to a monument which shall forev
er commemorate that event" and may 
it when completed remain as long as the 
work of man shall endure, Rnd may 
all who behold it in coming centuries 
be inspired with increased devotion to 
their country which confers such ines
timable blessings upon its people. 

History records the valor of men.
'Vhen Leonidas led the Spartan band 
and held the pass of Thermopylro a
gainst the invading army of Xerxes, 
in which struggle he sacrificed his own 
life. and the immortal three hundred 
under his command expired on the field, 
he "hr)wed no valor, di~played no hero
ism, loftier than John Stark and the 
immortal heroes under his command, 
who checked the march and successf'ul
ly defeated an invadirJO" 

e 
army

• 
upon this 

territory. Every soldier under him 

would have yeilded his life hatt the oc
casion demanded it. 

Our Republic is not ungrateful or 
unmindful of its Obligation to those 
who established it and those who have 

wives and mothers in the valley of the 
Merrimack, and along those beautiful 
hillsides and upon the Berkshire hills ')f 
Massachusetts gave their husbands and 
SODS a parting embrace, and bade them 
Godspeed to protect their homes against 
a ruthless and hostile invasion for the 
purposc of SUbjugation and booty;
when they placed their infants under 
the shade trees, while they reaped and 
harvested the grain, and offered up to 
God their prayers for the safe return of 
their loved ones and for the success of 
their arms, they displayed a heroism 
unsurpassed in the history of the world. 
If such do not deserve a monument at 
the handd of a gratefnl posterity to 
perpetuate their memory and pa~riot

ism, pray teU who <:>n earth does? 

The special e:X:ercises of the laying of 
the comer stone being complete(l, and 
music by the band had been enjoyed, 
the President of the day annonnced 
that the last thing prior to the benedic
tion would be to listen to the 

ORATION OF EX-GOVENflR STEWART, 

the orator of ibe day. It was quite 
lengthy, but every sentence teemed 
with well digested thought, and for the 
memorable occasion for which it was 
prepared it was worthy a place in the 

defended it; and to you, veterans in the Icorner stone, and to ~e treasured as a 
last (Treat stl'UO'gle in defense of the) most valnable productlOn of one of the 


COlls~itution and th'l inseperability 01'1 honored sons .of the State. 

these states , we owe a debt of errratitud. e I The followmg are extracts 


we can neve~ r~p~y. You all h~vehow- [ }'RO:U THE ORATION: 

ever the sa1isfactIOn of knowmg that! " ODe hundred and ten years ago, 

you prese.rved the best ~overnm:nt on' this very hour, a little band of hardy 

earth agamst the hlow almed at Its ex
. d . h 'I l'blstance,. an now, :It .tlle argest 1 

erty enJoy the blessmgs It confers. 

This ml)J1Ument will be erected in 
honor of the mothel's as well as of the 
fathers of the Revolution. 'Vhen in 
those eventful lind trying times, the 

pioneers our fathers kindred and COUD
' ,trymen were very busy on yonder hill

side clearing the track for the on-com

ing of the great I·epuhlic. They were 
men of action j and the time for nction 
had come. Petition for redress, remon
stl'ance against wrong, protest, argu

" \ -------- 
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menh. expostulation, had all been tried 
and had failed, and the question be
tween the colonies and the mother
country had come to the dread arbitra
ment of wal'; and on that fateful day 
:Eugland sent her Hessian hirelings, 
with their tory and savage allies, to 
lay waste and pillage the peaceful 
homes which patient thrift and enter_ 
prise had made. in this beautiful valley. 

The brave pioneers met t,hem on the 
border, nor did they await attack.
Their defense was in attack, and all 
that lung day they confronted the dis
ciplined invaders, and they fought as 
brave men fight for horne and family 
and country, while in many a home 
within rifle·sb.ot of where we stand 
there were gathered the mothers, si~
tel's, and wives and children of the de
fenders, awaiting with beating and 

. anxious hearts the issue of the ba.ttle 
and news of the loved ones who were 
braving its perils. Who can describe 
the awful imspense of that day to these 
families as they listen to the distant 
roar of the deadly guns? But the night 
draws on, and the day is won, and 80 

becomes one of the most memorable in 
American history." 

"From the number of designs sub
mitted by different artists, the directors 
with entire unanimity and after careful 
deliberation selected the one designed 

1# 	 by Mr. J. P. Rinn of Boston. It is 
believed that this design meets every 
required demand. Its realized embodi
ment, standing upon solid ro~k, will 
rise. graceful in outline, massive and 
majestic in proportion, to the imposing 
height of 300 feet; its summit com
manding a view of the scenes so mem
orable. So standing, it will commend 
itself to the eye and judgment of fu
ure beholders as a fitting memorial and 
symhol, both of the great event it is de

signed to commemomte and the grand 
and heroic character of the men whose 
valor on that August day 80 long ago 
made possable the victory at Stillwater 
Itnd the surrender at Saratoga in the 
succeeding October. And this brings 
me to notice very briefly the historical 
significance of the Battle of Benning
t01: and the bearing it, had directly up
on the fate of Burgoyne's expedition, 
and mOTe remotely, though not less 
certainly upon the result of the then 
pending iltruggle between the colonies 
and the mothel' country. I am not un
aware that this is a well-worn theme. 
The story of the battle, in which so 
many of the eitizens of this county 
took part is as familiar as a household 
word. Indeed, 'Bennington Rattle' are 
to them household words. 

The stolT has been oft told by sire 
to son and by grancsire to wondering 
grand-children gathel'ed 8t his knee. 
It was from these homes about-us that 
so many went out to meet and stay the 
invader. It is in many of these peace
ful homes that their kindred and de
scendants now live. Here too, annual
ly, as the years since 1777 have flown, 
the dwellers in this region have guther
and by appropriate ceremonies observed 
the anniversary of victory and deliv
erance. 

It has been to them almost as sacred 
as the annual feast of the passover to 
the Jews. At each recurring anniver
sary the stm'y hl{.8 been rehearsed anew. 
It is a theme fmitf.ll of impassioned 
Ol'atory and an inspiration to the poet, 
and it has been embalmed by the hi!!
torian. 'Vhat can I say more or other 
than what has been spoken and written 
by your own, nay, our own GOY. Hall, 
whose interest in, and whose knowl
edge of the early history of this region 
was unmatched. We miss, indeed, his 
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venerable aud benignant presence here I These men saw clearly the true func
to-day, a day which more than any: tions of government, and so gave'new 
other he longed to see; and yet the im- meaning to thc term patriotism. Love 
pless and impulse_and inspiration of of eountrv is instinctive and universal 
his spirit ha,; been felt at every step in and men have died for country in eve
the progresR of this association, and ry ag~, but in every age nntil the En
abides with us to-day. glish revolution, government and ooun

--.
[For whieh-the account of the battle. try }Ia.. e been eonvel'table terms, and 
of Bennington-see with these pape,rs, Ihuman history is not a history of the 
in the preceding pages, the aceount by; people, but almost to our time a con-
Govenor Hall, ] 

'P bbl· fi '" f I 
, ro 11 yew, 11 any 0 t lOse engllg,

ed III the battle begall to measure the 
momentous consequences wbich hung 
upon its issue, It seemed to them sim
ply a strngghl for the capture or reten
tion of a quantity of supplies, and so 

tinuUU8 record of the follies and crimes 

and oppressions cOlIlmitted by kingsd' d hI • an prlIlces an no es, 

The great teacher and Saviour of the 
race declared the rights and dignity of 
the individual man, as man, nineteen 
centuries ago; but the grand tmth was 

far important, but the far-reaching con- . never recognized and formulated by any 
sequences of the result could not then! civil government until more thau 1200 
be foreseen. Om fathers "builded bet-l years l~lter, thc great charter of English 
ter than they knew," We estimate the iliberty was wrung from It reluctant 
value of their sen-ices in the light ofl king, For centuries afterwaru it was 
subsequent ,"vents, But their want of ipractically disregarded, the seed sown 
of fbrekn.owledge does not' detraet in 'I' iu Iuen's hearts slowly gerlllinated and 
the slightest degree from the moral grew and became the tree of liberty 
quality of their action. That lies in: undpr which our fathers gathered and 
their really, unselfish loyalty to peril- III which they watered with their blood." 
ous duty, and their prompt response to r, " ,. , 
"0 II t th . k f l'fi 't If I lhe herOIC hfe, or hemIC death III a}"'" ea a e 1'18 0 I else, ,

!just cause, though apparently hopeless, 

No race of men ever trod this plau- Iwill sometime bear ri()h harvest in re~ 


et who more than they revered amI re- i conversion into successful heroic ac~ 


spected rightful authority, divine and II tion insph-ecl by example. Such was 

human, and it was the rightness aud the event and such the character of the 

righteous cxerci~e of authority whic!l I actors therein, in reverent memory of 
 .. 
commanded th(~lr respect ana allegl- I which we are met on this !l.nuiversary 
ance Us abuse they kuew was ont- <IllY to perform this initial ceremony. 
side the functions of govel'Ilmel1t, and I 
therefore intolerable," 

"In common with other colonists 
they would have remained in willing 
allegiance to the English govemment, 
had the latter respected ann. secured 
to them those natural rights which are 
the gift of God, and not of govern
ments. 

Wc begin now the erection 01' a majes
tic and enduring memorial which shall 
in some degree symbolize onr concep
tion of an event fraught with so great 
results, and wrought, too, by an an
cestry whose heroic character and a
chievemellts must forever challenge our 

I admiration and gratitude.
I 
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Let it rise majestic here, girt by these The patriotic little book opens: 
grand mountains, commanding views "The conflict on the battle field at 
of unmatched natural beauty and over- Bennington, August 16tft, 1777, was 
looking the graves of the heroic dead. prefaced 80 briefly by the martial note 
And so may it stand, mute but eloquent of warning to the patriot "minute
a memorial to all coming generatio~s of I· man," that the decisive aud glorious 
t.he Battle of Bennington and of the 
valor and virtue of· the men who 
crowned the day, whose anniversary 
we celebrate with glorious victory." 

The Benediction by the Rev. Isaac 
Jennings, D. D .• 

DECORATION DAY ORATORS 

IN NORTH llENRINGTON: 

1872: Rev. So W. Clemons. 

1874: :Maj. J. H. Cushman. 

1876: Hon. I"oveland !lunsoll. 
1877: Col. J. H. Walbridge. 

1879: Capt. E. A. Howe.'\ 
1880: .Rev. Henry Gordon. 

1881; Bon. J. S. Smart. 

1882: Capt. J. C. Balrer. 

1883: Rev. L. C. Partridge, 

1884: Hon.•1. K. Batcheller. 

1885: Rev. George Shepard. 

188(l; D. K. Simonds, Esq. 
1887: Rev. Henry Gordon, (afrer 

bein~ at Bennington.) 

"SECOND BATTLE OF BENNINGTON: 

victory there achieved seems all the 
more lemarkable and brilliant, while 
each recnrring anniversary adds lustre. 
to the names and fresh laurels to the 
brows of the heroic dead. * '* '* Suffice 
it in this work to prl'face thc history of 
Vermont's Centennial by a preliminary 
skirmish at this "outpost!' of the Sec
ond Battle of Bennington, ** * 'it 

"The echoes from the battle fields of 
Concord, of Lexingtou and Bunker Hill 
had died away nearly two years in the 
past, and the declaration of Americau 
Independence had been six months pro
claimed at Philadelphia, when the new 
year 1777, dawned. With it there ap
peared on the eastern horizon, among 
the galaxy of States, the st!tr that nev
er sets. Even while all was seeming 
peace and content on the surface of 
this royal domain, along the Connecti
cut and among the green hills of the 
inteIior of the New Hampshire Grants, 
to the shores of the Champlain, in the 
mid-winter of 1777, when the Frost 
King- unlike King George of Eng

VERlUON'f'S CENTENNIAL, . land- was monarch of all he survey-
T:'I . Ied, there assembled at the snow-bound 
~ORBES: . 

171 t' l t .!hamlet of Westminster a convention of 
.I! ron '!Sp a. e: PROPOSED Jl-lONU~fENT--

. . . brave and hardy pioneers and freemen 
Granate-100 feet h~glt-accessable to top. h did th' . d d fw 0 ec are . mr 1Il epen ence 0 
12 mo., 96 pp.,printed at St. Albans: Britain's king and laid the foundation 

Dedicated TO PRESIDENT HAYES. for a free and soverigll republic to be 
Illustrations: 1.- [Prontispla(e.] known as Vermont. And as the ad-

II.-Bennington Centennial Grounds. vancing summer's sun nnbour.d the icy 
TT'Zl if B . t 17~'" fetters, and 1008e0 the 1.old of theIII - n age 0 enn~ng on, , , . .. . 

. ArctIC Kmg 011 the Gleen Mountam 
IV.-BattZe Grottnd vf100 1Iears ago. I d f !'t'l 11 f th" s opes an e I e va eys f} e new-

V.-The Hero of Bennington, Gen. Stark. born State, so tll .. coming season wit-
Vl. -Plan of the Bennington Battle. nesst:d the form and sceptre ofroyalty 
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wave and disappear, while edicts from. note of warning came to the National 
the King were scorned as chaff. Mid-I Guard from thf printing press in 
summer came, and the pioneers and 
patriots of the New Hampshire Grants 
assembled at Windsor and ad'lpted a 
constitution for the new republic.
These were the victories of peace, even 
while the tramp of red coated regulars 
and the thunders of English artillery 
were beard within her borders. Six 
weeks later these same Green Moun
tain Boys, fresh from the farms and 
meadows, came down to Bennington 
with hunting gun and powder-horn, 
undisciplined and ullused to war, to 
battle for the right to life, and liberty 
the pursuit of happiness, and in defense 
of their constitution and new born free
dom, against the flower of the English 
army. It is gratifying to recall the fact 
that at Bennington, "the flag that wav
ed a hundred yeal's,"- the stars and 
stripes, received its baptism of fire, and 
was carried to victory for the first time 
on land. It was a worthy initiation of 
the national emblem that to-day is 
honored the wide world over. 

Page 17: The Bennington Centennial 
being eommemorative of the greatest 
military achieyement of the Green 
Mountain Boys of the days of Allen 
and Warner, it was highly appropriate 
that the descendants in arms of those 
patriotic sires-the National Guard of 
Vermont,. should muster on this ground 
made historic on the Centennial anni
versary of that battle. Althou;;h nO 
clash of arms from contending forces 
would again resound through this beau
tiful valley, yet the "pomp and pano
ply of war" that martialed here as con
servator!; of peace, was in striking 
contrast to the militia of 1777 that con
tested royal troops with flint locks, and 
in home-spun dress. Inst.ead of the 
midnight call by courier, the martial 

C,)L. PECK'S ORDER. 

HEAD QUARTERS FIRST REGIlIENT, 

BUBLINGTON. VT. JULY. 16,1887. 

* ... '* * >/I< * 
I. This Regiment will go Into camp at BeD -.. 

llmgtull, Vt. ,on the morning of Saturday, Au

gust ll, 1887, for eight (8) days. 

2. This camp will be known as Camp Stark. 

(&c.) 

"As the white canopied field of Camp 
Stark came into view with Mount An
thony's green slopes for a back-ground, 
tbe sight was refreshing to the military. 
An advance guard from each company 
had pitched the tents and put things in 
fine order for their comrades, now 
marching up to camp. 

. "The ground selected for the milita
ry encampments, 3,nd for the public 
exercises to take place on, was excep -
tionally beautifnl in· its location, and 
picturesque in its surrounding scenery. 
The forum is a fifty-acre field, sloping 
down from the wooded side of Mount 
Anthony in billowy ridgES toward the 
valley where lies the village with its 
whim houses like :flakes of foam on a 
sea of gr.:Jen foliage. All around, save 
to the westward, are the steep slopes of 
the Green Mountains with dark cloud
shadows floating along their sides.
The grounds are some half a mile from 
the depot, between the c~ntre and low
er villllges- The smooth and lawnlike 
surface of the meadow, fl'e(' from either 
stone or bush, presented a charming 
scene, bOl'dered by the pretty camps 
of the National Guard and veteran 
soldiers, the rows of tents looking as 
white [LS snow drifts on the velvet 
green of the field. To the south of 
"Camp Ethan Al1en" was erected the 
banquet tent, 410 feet in length by 50 
wide. .. * .. west of the banquet tent 
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were two pavillions running parallel, Igracefully draped around the pulpits 
150 feet long and 35 where the veteran: and depending from ceilings, with bo
soldiers took their meals. * * Head- iquets of choice flowers adding to the 
quarter tents for the Presidents and: beauty of the decorations, the places of 
Govenors '" '" On one side of the field worship seemed to preach eloquent ser
700 feet of track laid for the accommo- mons in their very appearance. In the 
dation of the train of 18 Pullman cars afternoon the Chaplain of t,he Regi
which couveyed the Govenor, Coun- ment held a church service in the large 
cil and Legislature of Massachusetts." banquet tent near the veterans' camp. 

"His Excellency Horace Fairbanks, The Regiment attended in a body. The 
Govenor and Commander in Chief, singing was very fine. The Chaplain 
came to Bennington Saturday; his staff preached an eloquent discourse on
came Monday[For names see Forbes,! "Work and Soldiery." A service of 
page 24. ] The Staff were dressed in a Isong, Ot' praise meeting was held at 
fine, llew uniform of black wlth gold the First Congregational Church after-
trimming." wards, which was largely attended.

THE CENTENNIAL SUNDAY The dress parade at six o'clock Sunday 
"was spent in peace and rest at camp, evening drew thousands of spectators 
broken only by guard mount in the to the review ground. The sccne was 
morning and drebs parade at sunset.- a brilliant one to the assembled mul
Morning and ~vening prayer was ob- titude, as standing at the lower edge 
served bp the Chaplin, Rev. D. C. Rob- of the green slope the National Guard 
erts, at his headquarters, and were con- were viewed as they eame marching 
tinued daily through the muster. In the from camp into line, their gray coats 
churches of BenninO"ton the serviccs i and white pants, with banners wavin", o ' ' e 
were of a patriotic Christian character, . and gun-barrels glistening with their 

no less than eight clergymen preaching precision of movement making a fine 

at once on war and its glories when display." 

waged in the cause of freedom. At St. "The first "boys in bluc" to arrive 

Peter's the First Regiment Chaplin took were Col. George W. Hooker's Wind

his text from oue of the victorious ham County veterans, who came march

Psalms; at the Second Congregational, ing up to Camp Ethan Allen with ban

Burgoyne's invasion was hardly veiled ners flying and bands of music play

by a line from Iasiah; at the First ing. They were brown and dust cov

Church, the words of the mild St. John' ered by their march over the moun

headed a sermon preached under the tain. The story of their mar,~h was 

Haunting flags of all nations j at the as follows: 


Methodist, "Liberty" was the theme; I The Brattleboro Comet Band struck 

at the Baptist, "He is my fortrcss," up a lively air as they lead Col. Hook

was the text i and so the round of the: er and his splendidly equipped Staff 

churches was made by the newly 30- with a portion of the Windham Coun

roused spirit of one hundred years ago. ty veterans' battallion Benningtonward 

!twas a fitting opening of the week from Brattleboro Monday morning, in 

of the reminiscent warfare, like th" tlJ,e presence of a large crowd of Brat

prayer before battle j and with the red, tleborians. Ladies waved theu' hand

white and bIlle in ilags, and bunting, kerchiefs, men displayed flags, [etc.] 
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The march through Marlboro, Wil-' 
mingtou, Searsburg and Woodford was 
made the oce~ion for a perfeet ovation 
to the old veterans. The entire popu
lace, men and women, old and young, 
turning out en ma.~s(! to mlute and "God 
speeu" the 1861 defenders of firesides 
and homes." 

The Colone!'8 Staff comprised the 
first representative men of Windham 
County: Col. D. D. Wheeler, Gen. W. i 

"The duty of escorting the State offi
cials and other civ;] dignitaries fell to 
the First Regim~nt, National Guards 
of Vermont, a splendid body of men 
700 strong. '" * Then came the Gov
enor of this State, the Executive Com
mittee of Bennington Battle Monument 
Association, the Vermont Centennial -. 

Commission and invited geusts in four
teen carriages. 

The i" eeond Division was headed by 
W. Lynde, Maj. H. R. Chase, Col. N. I the Putnum Phalanx of Hartford, Ct. 
C. Sawyer. Majors R. 1\1. Gould, B. R. I in theier pieturesqne uniform of the 
.Jenne, [etc. etc., Forbes, p. 26.]-- Revolutionary period, followed by the 
The numerous, distinguished Staff-New Hampshire troops: Amoskeag vet
a fitting front for the brave "old vets," 
who with perfect step, steady tread and 
patriotc ardor followed their file leaders. 
"The fighting boys" of old ·Windham, 

erans, Major WaBace; Portsmouth 
Heavy Artillery; State Ca.pital Guards 
of Concord; Hinsdale Guards; 'Ma,n
chester War Veterans, escortiI'g the 

in blue shirts, bla.ck pants, black hats, ! State officials of New Hampshire: Gov

headed by their leaders made a fine ap- ' enor Prescott, Ex-Goys. Harriman and 

pearance. The Brattleboro, Rocking- Smyth; Gen. Nat Head, the Executive 

ham, Vernon, Dummerston, Putney, Council and State officers; Rev. Na """' 

Newfane, Townshend, '\Varilsboro, Do- thaniel Bouton, State Historian; Ma
 I 
vel', Londonderry and '\VilflJington vet- son'1V. Tappan, Atty. Gen., Gen. Ira 
erans are merged in this grand bat- Cross j [etc. ] the Legislature of New 
talIion, They were followed, before Hampshire-some 150 members; and 
sundown by other battallions and soon 

the camp was occupied. 

THE CENTENNIAL DAY 

OF VERmONT's INDEPENDENCE 

was opened at Bennington, August 15, 
1887, at Runrise. The booming of the 
cannon of Fuller's Battery awoke the 

the City Government of Manchester. I 
The Third Division, under Colonel 

Hooker of Brattleboro, with an impos JI' 
ing Staff of' mounted officers, was the 
crowning feature of the procession, 
composed as it was of the war veterans 1 
of Vermont in their everyday attire, 

rough and ready for duty in the hour --, 


echoes among the surrounding hills,. of their country's danger. The First 
and the church bells rang out a peal of IBrigade embraced the southern county 
joy. The uniformed militia of Ver- battalions numbered abont 250 men; 
mont New Hampshire and Connecti- the second, Col. Butterfield, 300 strong; 
cnt and the army of veterans in Camp the Third, Col. Tracy from l,utland 
Ethan were early astir, and at half past and Addison Counties, 125 men; and 
nine marched to the foot of County St. the Fourth, made up of the yeoman
where the proc(ssion was formed un· ry of Washington, Orange, Lamoille. 
der the direction of A. B. Valentine,'of Orleans, Essex and Caledonia counties. .. 
Bennington." i 700 Iltrongj total about 1300 men. 

--" 

~, 
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"At 9.30, the procession ·which had 
been formed upon the streets near the 

I 

!1 	 depot, began the line of march throngh 
the beautiful village. Every availahle 
seat UPo!! the "idewalks, house-tops and 

~ 	 limbs of trees was occupied by specta
tors. The waving of flags, the huzzas 
from the crowd, ~ud the hearty wel
come poured from old and young were 
ackowledged by the veterans in oft-re
peated cheers for the ladies and patri 
otip- decorations. Along School, Main, 
Silver, South and other streets,1 the 
completed and tasteful ,displays were 
almost innumerable. 0 pon every hand 
were to be seen flags of all nations, 
and arches hearing patriotic mottoes. 
The music from bands playing old-fash
ioned tunes as the pageant moved along 
resounded through the sides of the 
surrounding mountains. 

This was the most imposing proces
sion ever seen in Vermont. It was 
over three miles .in length, numberd at 
a fair estimate 40.000 people, and was 
witnessed by 25.000 people. The no
ticeable parts of the procession were 
the marching of the First Regiment, 
N. G. of Vermont; the appearance 
the Putnam Phalanx, composed of an 
elderly, solid class of men of Hartford, 
and the soldierly appearance of the 
New Hampshire troops and the Ver
mont veterans. These latter drew cheer 
after cheer, and the enthusiasm reach
ed its climax when a body of 300 with 
a banner inscribed "Spunky Lamoille," 
made its appearance. When the veter
ans passed the triumphal arch, hearty 
eheers were given. An attractive fea
ture, also, of the procession were the 
Amoskeag Veterans, who were as en
thusiastically cheered 1.ly the citizens as 
were the home troops. 

ARRIVAL AT CAMP STARK. 

When the head of the column reach
ed the entrance to Camp Stark, an im
mense throng were there to welcome 
it. Govenor Fairbanks who occupied 
a ladeau, drawn by four magnificent 
horses, was welcomed. The barouche 
conveying Gen. Banks, Hon. Frothing
ham, Geo. B. I~oriog, and Hon. W. 
H. H. Bingham, was received with loud 
cheers. Also, the barouche conveying 
Govenor Connor (If Maine and Gener
al Cilley." 

The Chief Marshall and Staff escort
ed His Excellency Horace, Fairbanks, 
Vermont's Centennial Gover.or and all , 
distinguished geusts to the place assign
ed them. * * The Orator's tent was 
nearly filled when the distinguished 
geusts arrived. * * Hon. Wm. M. 
Evarts carrie in advallce of the Presi
dential party, from his 'Windsor resi
dence j Govenor Fairhanks j Ex-Gove
nors Hall, Fletcher, Stewart, Smith j 
Senators Edmunds and Morrill; Hon
erables L. P. Poland, E. W. Stoughton; 
Govenors Prescott, Connor, Van Zandt; 
Generals Hawley, Banks and Robin
son; with some fifty other prominent 
men occupied seats on the platform. 

Hon. E. ,T. Phelps, President of the 
Vermont Centennial Commission and 
of the day, introduced Rev. Isaac .Jen
nings, who offered the opening prayer. 
President Phelps then made an elo
quent address to the invited geusts. 
He stated that the State of Vermont 
commemorated the one hundredth an
niversary of her birth and the happy 
and prosperons termination of the first 
century of her existence as an indepen
dent State. To-morrow they would 
signalize one of the most important 
victories of the Revolution. To-day· 
was devoted to the victories not less 
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renowned -not less fruitful-the vic
tories of peace. (Applause.) To all 
assembled there whether as friends 

,
or strangers, to the.distinguished guestl;!, 
to all the ehildren of Vermont, from 
near or far, gathered to honor the een
tennial birthday of their native land, 
he lVa~ charged to extend a kindly, a 

EVg BEFOltg THE SECOND DAY. 

About half past three, the 1st Reg. 
NC 

: .~. Vt., ?ol. Peck. and the N. II. 
mIlItla formmg a brigade, Gen.•1.M. 
Clough, commanding, marched down 
from ?amp Stark, bands playing, col
aI's flylllg, and were drawn in line at 

courteous, a generous welcome. (Ap- the depot to receive the President. 

plause.) Richer States might tender 
more splendid hospitalities, more im
posing ceremonies-theirs were plain 
and simple as befitted the habits of their 
people. The day was consecrated to 
the memories of the men who have laid 
broad and deep foudations of free in
stitutions. Not only were they there 
to honor th. leaders, bnt the rank and 
file, who unheralded and unknown, 
gave to the State the best they had. 
Without their virtue and patriotism the 
master spirits would have planned and 
toiled in vain. That noble race have 
passed away, and some of their imme
diate descendants were among their 
welcome geusts. The speaker, after 
paying an eloquent tribute to the valOl 

•of the sons of Vermout, concluded a
mid enthusiastic plaudits. 

Mrs. Julia C. R. Don's fair poem, 

At Troy the President was met by 
Colonel George A. Merrill, Vermont 

Cen. Com. and Col. Harrington, who 
went down from Bennington iIi the 
morning. At Hoosack Junction, Adj. 
Gen. Peck greeted the President and 
in behalf of the Govenor welcomed 
him to the State. At North Benning
ton, When the train pulled up at the 
station there were hundreds of people 
who came down from distant points 
back of the railroad to welcome the 
Chief Magistrate. '"'\ 

At 3AO, the long whistle annoullced 
the approach of the train at BennilJg
ton. The train stoppe'd in front of the 
depot. The Prcsidentstepped out upon "\ 
the platform accompanied by Govenor 
Fairbanks and passed to an open bu
rouche drawn by four spirited horses. 
The troops saInted the President, who 

Verrnont, followed the address, finely Irose with uncovered head and ac
read by Professor J. W. Churchill of knowledged the greeting. Men cheer

l
Andover[MMs. ] ; then the able 0,rawr I' ed, ladies waved their handkerchiefs; 
of the day, Hon. Daniel C. Roberts the crowds were enthusiastic. Follow

of Burlington; after which brief ad- ing the President came Mrs. Hayes and 

dresses were made by Gens. Hawley i Miss Waite, escorted by Cols. Merrill '-, 

and Banks; Ex-Govs. Harriman, Con- ' and Harrington; Atty. Gen. Devens, 

nor, Van Zandt, and others; letters Secretary McCrary, Postmaster Gener

were read from the Gov. Gen. of Call- al Key, Mr. Webb C. Hayes and the 

ada, John G. Whittier, Gen. Sheridan, gentlemen, accompanying the Presi

Georjle Wrn. Curtis, Rev. Dr. Chapin dent, all of wllOm entered carriages in 

and others; the literary exercises being waiting, which fell into line between 

intermingled with music by the Band the Vermont troops and New Hamp

of Winooskie and the Fisherville, (N. shire militia. The column moved 

H.) Band." SUdl wall the glory of the through River. North and Main streets 

day of the victories of peace. to Bennengton Centre, and halted at 


I 
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the residence of Rev. Mr. Tibbets, who 
entertained the President during his 
stay in Bennington. 

About 90' clock, p. m. the President 
accompanied by Govenor Fairbanks, 
arrived at the Walloomsac House and 
in the brilliantly lighted parlors !lur
rounded by a detail of the National 
Guard, Col. Harrington, Aid, took po
sition to receive the people. The Ran
Som Guard Band struck up a lively air, 
outside, the hotel and the impatient 
visitors from without were admitted. 
.For two hours an almost endless crowd 
-of people, old and young, rich and 
poor, crippled and infirm, passed be

Knight, with about 200 of the legisla
ture escorted by Boston Ca.det Corps, 
the Governor's Body -Guard fnr more 
than a hundred years; with their splen
did band of 26 pieces. 

The thunder of artillery reverbera
ted through the valley of the Waloom
sack at sunrise-from the. four cannon 
taken from the British, fired hy the 
Portsmouth artillery. TIle bells joined 
their voices. * • • Tibbets Corps of 
Troy, veteran soldiers, accompanied by 
Doring's celebrated Band arrived ear
ly in the day;" and the Burleigh Corps 
from Whitehall in time for the grand 
procession. 

fore the President, heartily shaking his 
hand, while from without fireworks I "Gov~rnor Fairbanks with a retinne 
(lould be seen illuminating the heavens. of carriages drove from his he.adquar. 
in almost every direction." - "Very ters on the cetnennial field out to tbe 
many private residences were illumi. Mt. Anthony home of the American 
nated throughont the town." All was President. • • On the open grounds 
joyance. .,It was nearly miduight which make the pleasant little park be .. 
when the distinguished visitors left for tween the Waloomsac Huuse and the 
their abodes. Out of thirty thousand old burial grounds where heroes and 
visitors that day, ten thousand people Hessians have slept for a century side 
slumbered withia the precincts of lien- by side, Col. Peck's full Regiment of 
nington, while the neighboring towns 
were full. 

MORNING OF THE BATTLE ANNIVERSARY.. 
"While darkness yet shrouded the 

historic Village of Bennington, a dis
tinguished party, civic and military, 
from the old Bay State, arrived by spe
cial Pullman train at the Centennial 
grounds_ On the 16th of Aug. 1777, 
this grand old Commonwealth was also 
at Bennington,-three hundred of her 
sturdy, Berkshire mountain patriots 
.came up" while the Vermonters "came 
down,"-as Sheridan did at Winches
ter-and droue back the invaders.
Massachusetts hall a grateful remem
brance of that great victory. Governor 
Rice sent his representative, Lt. Gov. 

the National Guard of the State were 
in line, with arms at "present" to 
receive the Nation's Executive, There 
can be no better pageant produced in 
imaginati(Jn than the march of the mil
itary escort accompanied by their di~
tinguished geusts, from the bistoric 
s!reet of "Old Bennington Hill" down 
the. hillside highway to the village in 
the Waloomsac vall::y where the cav
alcade of thousands of soldiers, veter
ans and citizens were forming. • .-
Chief Marshall Valentine "had massed 
in divi~ions" five thousand and more 
soldiers, citizens, bands, batteries and 
organizations, on foot, mounted and in 
carriages, who were to form the grand
est cavalcade that ever passed through 
aNew England city or village." 
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For a minute description of the grand 
procession, see Forbes' book, pages 47, 
45, 46, 47, 48. 

"From thA depot the procession com
menced its triumphal march through 
Bennington Main street. Over the 
street the festoonry of every dellcrip
tion, triumphant arches, mottoes of 
welcome and the emblazonment of 
gorgeous and patriotic display met the 
marching thousands along its whole 
length. N early every house was dec
orated; every portico and every veran
dah was filled with welcoming geusts, 
scattering boquets andwaving handker
chiefs. * * President Hayes rode with 
Govenor Fairbanks, * * his reception 
in Vermont, and his ride in the pro
cession partook of the nature of a tri
umph ; enthusiasm ran wild, deafening 
cheers greeted him in a continuous roll 
along the entire route. As the day 
before, the crowd was thickest at the 

grand arch, the cheers most deafening. 
• • There were 3000 veterans in line 
to-day; as each company passed the tri
umphal arch the peopie raised their 
hats. Col. Hooker riding at the head 
of the Windham County Battallion, 

felicitous beginning and progress of this 
centennial occasion. * * * 

Mr. Key and Mr. McCrary were 
intrOduced by the President and spoke 
briefly; the President then introduced a 
grand-daughter and two great-grand
daughters of Gen. Stark, aytd Mr. Ev
arts introduced Mrs. Hayes; and after 
were speeches, poems, music and toas~s. 
The venerable Rev. Allen of North 
Woodstock, Ct., grandson of fighting 
Parson Allen," opened with prayer 
and the welcome address was by Gov
enor Fairbanks, as follows: 

"Mr. President, and Ladies and Gen
tlemen:- It is well, and we are glad 
that this memorable occasion should be t 
honored by the presence of citizens and 
the chief executive officers of so many 
of Our States, and especially by the 
President of the United States and his 
Cabinet. The heroic deeds of the hun- ""\ 

dred years ago were not done to &_ 

chieve the independence or liberty of 
anyone colony or State, but to achieve 
the liberties of America. Fellow citi
zens of this great Republic and patriot 
soldiers, lovers of human rights and 

and Col. R. V. Raudall in command of liberties, in behalf of the State of Ver
"Spunky Lamoille" veterans, drew at- mont, I bid you a most hearty and 
tention second only to the Presidential cordial welcome to these commemora
party. Many officers in the service tivellervicesand hallowed associations, 
during the Rebeilion were recognized well, will it be if from them we catch 
and loudly applauded as they passed and carry away in some measure the 
by. The Legislature of Vermout ftnd. same patriotic devotion to all freedom 
New Hampshire walked the entire dis- . which inspired those brilliant heroes 
tance traversed by the procession which on yonder hattIe field, one hundred 
called out many reminisences concern- i years ago." 
ina" the men who came on foot to the'

'" same spot a hundred years ago. 

When the procession arrived at the 
centennial field it passed in review be


, fore the President. 'I he President wel

comed the procession, * * he congrat

ulated the State of Vermont upon the 


Gov. Fairbanks was followed hy the 
Orator of the Day, President S. C. 
Bartlett of Dartmouth' College. [For 
extract see Forbes p. 53, for full ad
dress, official record by the Bennington 
Battle Monument Association. ] After 
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the uration came the poem of William 
Cullen Bryant and short speeches by 
the Prflsident and his Cabinet. 

, 
THE. 'BA.NQuET:-Plates lald under a 

serIes of tents In form of a Greek cross , 

for 3500 persons: tables loaded WIth, .. 
meats. froIts, delIcaCIes; ornamented . . . 
WIth boquets of brIllIant fiowers,. . 
de.corated WIth fiags,- buntlllg, a huge . ' . . 
Amencll.n enSIgn over the pretudential 
seat. President and party entered at 
3.25: The President escorting Mrs. 

Then, Hon. W. Stoughton, of 
New York: "If the men who fought 
Bennington Battle could have looked 
forward to this day and seen them

1 hr d' hBe ves eut one III t e affections of 
<"0 t '11' f 1l' r y mi Ions 0 peop e, they would 
h " It th t II h 'fiave Ie a ate sacn ces, all the 
I' -'I th .s am, /:I,! at went to secure a VIctOry 

th t d to h ha was ear t em on t at field, 
II'd b h' dwaa we repal y t IS ay." 

. 
Govenor Fall'ban ks, Senator Edmonds. 

P_ostmltSter General Key, Atty. Gen
Gov. Fairbanks, Mrs. Jhyes attend- eral Devens made short speeches. 
ed by Gov. Van Zandt of Rhode Is- Mr. Phelps then said in the abscence 
ls.nd; E. .r. Phelps, Esq., Pres. Ben. of the Treasurer of the United States, 
Bat. )lonu. Asso., presiding; receiv- who was probably like the king in the 

. ing, later, from President Hayes the nursery song, "busy eounting out his 
compliment "for dignity, grace, culture money," and gettingrearly for specia 
and admirable wit. he excelled any payment, he would call upon one who 
presiding officer that he had ever met. was fit to be treRSUrel', Senator Justin 
The dinner was abundant and enjoy- S. l\Iorrill, and Mr. Morrill responded: 
able; the tables were waited on by young "I have always pitied one who was so 
ladies, their badge ofoffice a pretty ribon unfortunate ItS not to be born in Ver
on which was inscribed "Mollie Stark." mont, and, especially, those not having 

President Phelps lead with a brief a share in Bennington Battle. I trust 
opening speech, to the point, and read that we shall all ra.lly to every call as 
a letter of Lord Dnfferin of Canada, of to the sound of the trumpet which calls 
regret no.t to be there; a band played 
an English national ant.hem. 

Mr. Evarts followed Mr••Phelps.
He "closed his speech by rt'ferring to 
the fact that had been brought to. the 
notice of the people by a distinguisbed 
writer ( Artemas Ward) who had de
clared himself willing to sacrifice 0:' 

the altar of his country all of his wife's 
relations, but John Stark went farther 
than that fo.r, he declared himself will
ing to sacrifice his wife's husband." 
(Laughter. )" 

Go.venor Prescott of New Hamp
shire followed, who spoke at length. 

"We come," he said, "with full 
numbers to this centennhloccasion." 

us to commemorate these virtues of the 
people of our States." 

Speeches were also made by Thomas 
Allen of St. LouiR, Lieut. Gov. Rice 
of )lassa( husetts and President Bartt
lett of Dartmouth College, and letters 
were read from the Govenor of Texas, 
Arkansas, Georgia, Tennesee, Virginia, 
Kentucky, Mississippi, Indiania and 
North Carolina; Gen. Garfieldof Ohio 
and some thirty others. It was past 
six p. m. wpen the ba~qut't concluded 
by the rendering of a volunteer poem 
entitled "Parson Allen's Ride," by 
Wallace Bruce of Poughkeepsie. 

After the banquet the Boston Corps, 
Thos. F, Edmunds, commanding, held 
a dress parade on the review grounds. 

77 
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their precIsIon of movement was ad- ing the first to take up the line of 
mirerl by thousands. As soon as the march for "the seat of peace" at 
dUl';k of night favored, eamps Ethan Brattleboro. 
Allt'n and Stark were illuminated by At Camp Stark the usual routine of 
fires and torchlights, interspersed with duties to 11 a. m. when Fuller's Light 
thousands of ChineEte lanterns, calci- Battery was reviewed by the Governor 
urn lights, transparencies, etc. etc. ; the and his Staff who expressed the liveliest 
camps of the veteran, "Fuller's Battery, satisfation with the Battery. They left 
the Estey, Park and Ransom Guard for home at noon. 
brilliant in the extreme; and Hooker.s At 2 p. m. took place the annual re
headquarters was the object of uni- view lind inspection of the First Reg
versal admlflrtion. [n addition to the iment, the National Guards of Ver
500 Chinese lantl"rns, pyramsds of mont, Col. Peckcommanding, by Gov. 
light. and display of transparencies, Fairbanks and his Staff. and the Colo
which were the especially admired fea- nel was highly complimented by the 
ture of the camp illuminations. Di- Governor on the increasing excelleuce 
rectly in front of the officers tents and the regiment was attaining year after 
parallel with the color lines, tht'tria,n- year under his management and con
gular transparenciences, stretching to tro1. At the conclusion the Regiment 
the fartlucirel!t camp" loeation were the held their daily dress parade before 
likenesses of Washington, Lincoln, the Governor Fdday evening, • • wit
Grant, Hayes, Stark, Etban Allen, nesbed and loudly applauded by a great 
Evarts, Devens. Custar, Sedg~wick, concourse of people, Companies F I 
Sheridan, Sherman, Generals Baldy and G broke camp at an eatly hour 
Smith and Brooks. Saturday, so as to hit the morning 

train to their homes; and the rest of
The evening was a very brilliant 

the regiment left on a special train
One in Bennington Village, every 

at 10 a. m. 
house was thrown open and uearly 

[Thus far from Forbes. 'And it; isevery house was illuminated with Chi
dnetothe memory of the late Rev. Dr.nese lanterns, transparencies, and pat
Chapin of New York, who wrote years riotic devices. The midnight hour 
sillce to us that he sometimes felt alproclaimed from the chureh tower did 
most as if he were a Vermonter; thatnot put a quietu<.; on citizen or soldier. 
the happiest years of his life were inllimninations and fireworks gr;·eted 

the early dawn of Friday. as Vermont, to inscribe here his tribute to if pro_ 
Bennington Battle deli vered on the steps testing against the innovation of an
of old Clio Hall when a student th~re,other day on a great anniversary OCi'a-

Aug. 16, 1837.
8ion which had been i'11 proud an one 
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associations, and so fittingly and suc
 BY EDWARD H. CHAPIN. 
cessfully commemorated for the past They came up at the battlu's sound, 

twenty-four hours. Stern, iron-hearted men, 


They heard it as it thrilled along

During the night and early morning The stream.side and the glen;


the veterans br0ke camp, Col. Hook
 The dim, old mountains echoed back 

or and his Windham County boys be- Tbat summons, wild and strong. 


"'\ 

• 
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And the greenwood depths were stirred 

As with a trinmph song. 

They carne as brave men ever come, 


To stand, to tight, to die; 


No thought of tear was in the lleart, 


No quailing in the eye; 

If the lip faltered, 'twas with prayer, 


Amid those gathering bands, 


For the sure rille kept its poise 


In strong, nntrembJing hands. 


They came up at the battle sound 

To old Waloomsack height, 

Behind them were thmr fields of toil 
With harvest promise white; 

Before them those who sought to wrest 

Their hallowed birtl1l1ght, dear, 

While through their ranks went fearlessly 

Their leader's words of cheer. 

My men there are Our Fre"dom's foes, 
And shall they stand or fall '! 

Ye have your weapons in your hands, 

Ye know your duty all; 

For we this day will triumph o'er 

The minions of the crown, 

Or Molly Stark's a widowed one 

Ere yonder sun goes down. 

One thonght of Heaven. que thought of home 

One thought of hearth and shrine, 

Then lock.like stood tbey in their might, 

Befortl the glitternig line. 

A moment, and each keen eye paused 
The coming foe to mark, 

Then downward to his barrel glanced 

And strife was wild and dark. 
,. 

* * * 
'Tis sixty years ago; and where 


Are those brave yeomen now? 


The clods are heavy on the breast, 

And dust is on the brow; 


A few stllllinger with dimmed eyes, 


And time·blenched locks ,)f gray, 


Bnt they are plUlsing one by one, 

To their deep rest away. 


The triumph of.that conflict lIour 

With them will not depart, 

. The memory of that old red field 
I, fresh within the heart. 

'Twill live on very mountain Side, 

'Twill breathe in every glen, 

And linger by the sepulchre 

Where sleep those mighty men: 

_...----- 
It needs no monumental.pile 

To tell eaeh storied na~"1e, 

The f...ir green hills rise proudly up 

To consecrate their fame; 

True to their trust, Waloomsac long 

The rcord bright shall bear 

Of those who came up at the battle sound 

And fought for freedom there. 

i·A PORTRAIT OF GEN. STARKt 

THl<, HERO OF THE BENNINGTON BATl'LEt 

which has jU8t come in from Spring
field, Mass., from Mr Clogston, from 
Mr. Eastman, "Sons of Vermont," for 
the 'Papers of Bennineton Battle' in 
the Gazetteer. Thanks from theIit~ 
tIe office in Chicago: The Sons of 
Vermont do not lose their loyalty in 
the old Bay State, or in the Granate 
State. Welcome to valor 1 If any 
man ever had a right to a picture in 
Vermont History it is .John Stark.
right here where he struck us will we 
place him,-that brave face in the glow 
of the Bennington Battle by Street. 
See, just over in the midst of Street's 
Battle. 

THE BATTLE OF BENNINGTON. 

By ALFRED n. STREET. 

Frol1~ Harper. 
Famous the deeds by our fathers done! 


List to the Battle of Bennington! 


Stalwart in bodS an d lion in hea11:, 


The heroes that bore in that battle a part. 


(Itt did my grandsir" tell the strife 

Till the winter st01ms with the sounds grew 

rife. 

The wind shrieked wild with tones of fear, 

The hail was tIl e musketry smiting my ear. 

And the rusty old king's ...rm seemed to call 

From the broad moose antlers against th' wall. 

'Twas at the close of a summer's day, 

(One stormy night, I thus heard him say:) 


All th1'ough the hours from early morn, 


Had I been working in the eom; 


And now I watehed in the sunset glow 


The shadows longer and stronger grow. 
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Leagues of forest that hid the day, 

Swept from my cabin of logs a wny. 


And naught 01 tidings e'er touched my ear 

From tbe wor!d lying dimly at distant spbere. 


\ 
I watched, as I said, by my cahindool:, 

The sundown creeping the clearing o'er. 


A hawk was rounding a pille near by, 

Rousing the echoes with hoarsest cry. 


A deer was grazing down toward the brink 

Of the beaVer dam brook fvr his sunset drink. 


My sire wa~ leaving the lot on the bill; 

Of threescore and ten, but vigorous still; 


Tbe household song of my wife rang free, 

BIent with my baby boy's frolic glee. 


Ali was contentmentwithout alloy; 

I blessed the dear God in my grateful jo y. 


Wliat was the tlgure that just thcn 'broke 

Out from the shadow of a skh1iug oak? 


Hurried his foot.;.teps .md w 11d his air. 

Surely Hans Boorne was approaching there: 


"Rouse thee, John Arnold!" he panted quick, 

Swift were his gestures, his breath came 


thiCk-
Thick with his haste, and be sauk below; 
"Rousc thee, .John Arnold, the foe, the foe!" 

We sat us down in the plumy brake 
And he told how Burgoyne had come up the 

I,ake, 

Taken old Ti, and with two·fo!d might 

Won Hubbardton' s desperate stand.up flght, 

And now was COming with bow and spear, 

To bring captivity far and near. 


As dee}) I listene-.d my veins grew hot, 

And a battle tleld rushes o'er the sylvan spot 


The kine·bell changed to a wcapon's clank, 
The rows of rye to the selTiedrank; 

And full in the midst was John Arnold's 
tread, 

With nO fear in heart, but war's tever instead. 

Where shots blazed reddest his way he took, 
A nd his arm waxed weary with blows he 

strook. 

And I sprfmg to my feet with a ringing cry, 
"Hans Roor'>.e, John Arnold will do or die;" 

I took the king's arm, the rust I cleared, 
Till its barrel like sHver, smooth shining 

appeared; 

And left to my father the ritle, to slay 

The venison or panther chance prowling that 
way. 

I clasped to my bosom my boy and wite, 
Then pointed my way toward the region of 

strife. 

Three days did I tramp by the mOSB On the 
bark, 

Three nights did my camp·tirejewel the dark. 


At last as the morning was beaming I Won 

The beautiful meadows of Bennington. 


The little 'Valloomsack rippled along, 

Giving the wilderness song for song; 


Aud hasty trampling of men was theIe, 

The fiag of my country high streaming in air. 


Old Stark was galloping to and fro, 
Wherever he hastened out.burst a glow: 

"There stand the red·coats! we'll smite tllem 
well 

And drive back the hounds to their kennels in 
heU. 


"None but cowards will slink away! 

Sons Of the brave sire.. will fight to.day! 


For victory's banner shall fiy o'er me 
01' ~IOlly Stark's It widow, said he." 


A shout rolled·upward of fiel'ee acclaim; 

Each bosom burning with patriot fiame, 


As blinked in the distance the red·coat ranks 
Our torrent of frenzy boiled over its·banks; 

And we shook witq our tiring the valley'S 
green lap; 

It was like one continuous thlmder.clap. 

We Stormed the heights where the Hessians 
stood, 

And made them l'ed with thcir rascal blood. 

1Not a cannon did give uS aid 
As on us their deadliest batteries played. 


We swept the fierce Indian, a yelpillg pack

And sueaking Tory as leaves in our tl'ack. 


We beat them once and then Breym8.ll up. 

borc; 
Brave railed the foe and they fought us once 

more. 

But all in vain, fol' bold Warner too, 

Bore up, and for U8, and we charged anew. 


Bear·skin helmet and plumed cap fell, 

\-olley met volley, yell mixed with yell. 

The musket ban hissed and the ritle hall sang, 
And the scrcech of the cannon b!.n deafening 

rang. 
I saw through the black smoke the rcd·coats 

\ reel, 

And my heart at the brave sight grew harder 
than steel. 

http:Breym8.ll
http:stand.up
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My trusty. old king'. arm waxed heavy and hot, 

And still I poured without stint my shot, 

My wife seemed saying "John Arnold. fight on !'. 

And Iheard through the oonflict the voice of my 


son. 
Still Stark went galloping up and down. 

"Fight. fight the base red-coats. mean slaves of 


a orown~" 
'Fight. fight my brave fellows. said he, 
Or Molly, I tell ye, a widow shall be!" 
With a shout that shook the sunset sky, 
We daShed right on-it was c{lnquer or die. 
Where Stark's eye glittered, there withered our 

foes, 
For there fell the might of our fearfulest blows. 

The little Waloomsack blushed with red, 

Aud hushed its song, for 'twas filled with dead. 

And when night darkened, the air about, 

,hook with our victory's thundering shout, 


Cannon and banners, and swords and guns. 

And oaptives were tribute to Freedom's sons. 

With the leader of all, bold Baum, who died, 

As we rolled the loud cheers in our conquering 


pride. 
Old Stark up-towered among us still .. 
"And Moll's no widow!" laughed he with a 

will. 
And so, my hoy, was the grim fight won, 
Su~h was the Battle of Bennington, 

HON. HILAND HALJ..J. 

BY HENRY D. HALL, ESQ. 

Nathaniel Hall, the father of Hi
land Hall, was a quiet, thrifty farmer 
and his wife, Abigial(Hubbard) Hall, 
a worthy and true help-meet. Thn 
emigrant ancestors of both were 
English. John Hall of the father 
and George Hubbard of the mother, 
after being over 15 years at Boston 
and Hartford, in 1750 bccame large 
landholders, and the first sett,lers of 
Middletown, Ct, In the old grave
yard there may still be found the 
tombstones of some of their early de
scendants. 

Nathaniel Hall was deacon of the 
old Baptist church at Bennington. 
He and his wife were both worthy 
and esteemed members of the church 
and respected members of society. 

DeA. Nathaniel Hall came to Ben
nington in 1779. He was married 
to Abigail Hubbard at Norfolk, Ct., 
Oct. 12,1794. Their children were: 

HILAND, the oldest, subject of 
this sketch. 

Phebe, died, 1860, aged 63. 
Abigail, died, 1884, aged 85. 

Nathaniel, died, 1846, aged 46. 
Anna, died, 1869, aged 65. 
Laura, died, 1854, aged 48. 

Polly, the youngest, died in 1870, 
aged 62 years; all having married 
and leaving descendants. 

Dea, Nathaniel Hall died in 1849, 
aged 86 years, and his wife in 1846, 
aged 78 years. 

The early education of HILAXD 
HALL was in the common schools of 
his neighborhood, and the better 
part of a three months term, one fall 
at the Academy in Granville, N. Y., 
which he would probably have round
ed out, had h'e not been sick before 
the close of the term, the only sick
ness of his youthful days of which 
the writer remembers to have heard 
him speak, though he has heard him 
tell his children how his good moth
er, getting her children ready Sun
day morning, and he making the 
excuse of not feeling well to stay at 
home, would seize the «picra bottle" 
and a tablespoon, and he would con
clude to try to go to church. The 
sermons were in those days, two on 
every Sabbath, each at least, an hour 
or more in length. 

The youth of Hiland Hall was 
spent on his father's farm in Ben
nington. 

The following incident connected 
with his early schooling is from a 
memorandum by himself: 
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In the adjoining town of Shafts- some of the parents would greatly 
bury, about It mile from my father's disturb the studies, of the other 
there was a Baptist meeting-house, scholars, and the question was raised, 
and also a school-house in which whether such teaching should be al
schools were usually kept about three lowed in the 8chool. There had 
months in the winter by male teach- been some dissatisfaction in the dis
ers, and about as long in summer by trict at the employment of the stran
females, for instruction in reading, gel' in preference to a local teacher 
writing and arithmetic, and for years 
no other branches had been taught. 
The teachers had generally been 
taken from the neighborhood, but 
when I was nine or ten years old, a 
winter teacher from abroad was em
ployed, who on examining the pro
gress I had made in those branches, 
told me I was forward enough to 
study grammar and advised me to 
d 't I '. . ' 

who bad applied for the place, and 
he with his friends seized upon this '" 
matter as the means of getting rid 
of a rival. They called a school 
meeting where the question of allow
ing grammar to be taught in the 
school was discussed. The minister 
with one or two others favored gram
~ar, bl1.t the majority was against 
It, and It was voted .that grammar
should not be taught m the school, 

o 1 , had httle Idea what he and that the teacher should be dis-
meant by it, but supposed it would 
be right a d '11' t d. ' n was WI mg 0 un er
take It. He found another scholar, 
a girl 15 or 16 years old, who was 
spending the winter with her uncle, 
the Baptist minister wh . h d 

,OWlS e 

missed. 
It went abroad that it was also 

voted that no teacher should be em
ployed that understood grammar, but 
that was not true; no such vote ,as 
that was taken. ~he truth ~as dlS
graceful enough WIthout tIllS need-

also t.o ~ursue the study. The teach- less addition. The whole proceed
er saId It would be necessary to have ing was, however, favorable to the 
a book and gave me a memorandum progress of 'instruction in the dis
of the title H Alexander's English trict. :fhe reactio~ of feeling: by 
C rammar " whi h bt' the pressure from WIthout was nre0 

~l " c 0 was soon 0 am- sistible., 'fhe opponents of gram-
e at 'Iroy, by my father who was mar themselves became ashamed 
going there with a load of wheat. of w'hat they had done, and the next 
The grammar was apout the size of year a teache~' . who was thought. to 
Webster's spelling-book and bound be well qualIfied as a grammanan 
in boards like' t. d b I was employed, grammar was taught 

1 , an we eg.an t Ie without objection, and no other 
study. That branch of learnIng was ante-grammar outbreak was after
new to the school-children IiJ,nd ex- wards heard of." 
cited their attention and curiosity, He read when quite young all the '''"' 

and they went home to their parents books that he could find or borrow 

full of information about the jargon i,n th~ vicinity, h~s preference being 

of hard words that had been rattled for hIstory and bIOgraphy. 

off by the teacher and his two learn- .fiiIr. H~ll, ea,rly in life, .became in
ers, such as nouns ronouns b teres~ed m polItICS, favormg. the Re-

o ' p , vel's, pubhcan party. At elghteen, 
adverbs and others that they could he was active in the forma
not understand. This jumble of tion of the "Sons of Libertv" 
unmeaning words it was argued by a society of the young men v ~f 
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Bennington for a vigorous prosecution Of a generous disposition, easily 
ot the war with England--1812. He turned aside when collecting his own, 
was one of the t:lommittee to draft the bills, thinking but little of money 
comtitution of the Society and took It for its OWll sake, but using it freely 
great interest in its meetings at which for the necessary comfort of his fami
political questions were discu!lsed. It ly, at this time increa$ing in numbers; 
cont'inued in Rrtive life until after the and by answering calls of the needy 
war. and unfortunate,-a distinctive trait of" 

Among the patriotic acts of this so- his kindly character, an inability to turn 
ciety was the procuring from the ladies away those who appealed for help, 11.1
of the vicinity 158 pairs of mittens and though he hardly knew where the n?xt; 
42 pairs of socks. which were in Jan. ~ollar was to. co~e from: r~sultlDg 
1814. presented to the lIth Regiment; In early becommg mvolverl m hI!; pecu
of U. S. soldier!" which had been large- Iliary relations, and for years living in 

.,

ly recruited in Vermont and was then 
stationed at Plattsburg, 'N. y. 

The Society existed during the war. 
Its re"ord book, over 60 pages of fools
cap size, is well preserved. Its last 
record is an account of its celebration 
of the Fourth of July 1815; at which 
there were an address, procession, din

./" 	 ner and 18 toasts, the number then of 
the States ill the Union. 

In 1824, 1828, Yr. Hall voted with 
the Republican party. In 1828, his 
party took the name of National Re
publican, which name was changed 
afterwards to Whig, to which party 
Mr. Hall belonged till in 1856, it was 
merged in the new RepUblican party, a 
Dame unner which he begun his politi
caIlife. 

H~ studied law Itnd WaA! admitted to 
the Bennington County Bar, Decem
ber, 1819. He established himself ir. 
practice in his native town. which he 
represented in the Legislature in 1827. 
He was Clerk of the Supreme aud 
County Court for Bennington COil nty, 
in 1828 ; wa'3 elected the State Attor
ney for the County in 1829, for which 
he was re-elected for the next three 
years. 

a home heavily mortgaged, but which 
he was enabled to clear up in middle 
lite, having never settled a debt at less> 
than 100 cents on a dollar. 

And another trait which tended to. 
lessen his yearly income was the con
scientious expression to his clients of 
his opinion of their cases, tha.t pre
vented or stayed a prosecution that in 
some hands would have brought return 
fees, adding much to the income of an 
attorney; but gave coufid(>nce to those 
for whom he wasengaged. as they nev
er had r(>ason to fear he would be tam
pered with by opposite council, ol" 
their cases in any way be jeopardized 
by him for want of integrity. 

And the opinion obtained to quite an 
extent, that the side he was engaged on 
wouln prevail from the inherent jus
tice it was undoubtedly possessed of. 

In ,January 1833, be was chosen a 
representative in Congress to supply the 
vacancy occasioned by the death of 
Hon. Jonathan Hunt, and took his scat 
the 2 Lst of that month, during the ex
traordinary excitement growing Out of 
Mr. Calhoun's South Carolina nullifica
tion ordinance, and· witnessed the fail
ure of that first serious effort at dis
union. 
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At the same election, Mr. Hall was while a member of the post-office, he" 
chosen a member to the 23d Congress, presented a minority report in opposi: 
w.hich commenq~d, December 18340.- tion to the message of the President 
The district the'~ comprised the coun- and report of the Post-Master-Gener
ties of Benningto~ ,and Windham with 0.1 which had reccommended the enact
seven towns in Windsor County, viz: ment of a law making it a penal offenl1e 
Andover,Baltimore, Cavendish, Ches- to transmit by JU~il into any of the 
ter, Ludlow,Spricgfteld and Weston. Southern states, printed matter against 
This 'district, he represented ill Con- the institution of slavery, termed "in
gress for ten successive years, receiv- cendiary pUblications." "'. Showing '" ing as a Nationai RepUblican and Whig, the great difficulty and danger of such 
nve different elections by large majori- legislation, the report of Mr. Hall took: 
ties. His congressional ~ervice termi- the groundthat it would be an jnfringe~ 
Dated, Mar. 15, 1843, he having de- mtmt of the liberty of the press, and 
elined being longer a candidate. a -violation of the constitution, which 

In Congress, Mr. Hall was a work- had C?ilferred ~o P?wer on Congres~ to 
in'" rather than a talldn'" member but look mto pubhcations and preSCrIbe 
oc~asionally made politi~l speech~s ,_ whAt opinions should and what should 
among them one in 1834, against G~n- not be ,admitted ~nto the ~~ils, or be 
eral Jackson's'removal of the govern- the subject ~f mail transmISSIOn. The 
ment deposites from the United States report was s~ed b! Mr. Hall and the 
Bank, and another in 1836 in favor of H;on. George N . BrIllgs, afterwards the 
the distribution of the proceeds of the Go;er.nor of l\1assacuse~ts, but.as the 
public lands among the states. which maJorIty. of the ~orr:mlttee falled to '1measure was in' effect consummated at make thelr report, It dId not become a I 

that bession in the distribution of sur- public document. It was however prin
plus revenue, by which nearly' 700. ted i~ the N~tion&l InteUigencer a~ 
000 were received by the State ofVer- WashIDgton, ill New York and other 
mont and added to the school funds of papers~ 
the towns of the state. Both of these Mr. Hall's services were especially 
speeches were pamphleted and exten- iIDportant in committees and alw in 
sively circulated, and the former was debate, in exposing wasteful and ex
reprinted in New YI>rk prior to the suc- trava",aant expenditures. While on the 
eeeding state election as & campaign Postoffice committee, he took an active 
document. and prominent part in framing and 

procuring th~ passage of the act of Ju
CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEE SERVICE. ly 2d 1836 which made a radical change 

But the speaking of }1l'. Hall in Con- in the organization of the post-office -, 
gress was in general of & business char- department and provided an effectual 
acter, to influence the votes of mem- system for the settlement of its compli
bers on pending qUeitions. His !York cated accounts by which an alarming 
on committees, first on that of the post- st"rie::. of frauds ihat had caused a very 
office and post-roads, after on revolu- great drain on the treasury was broken 
tionary claims, was onerous and sevp,re, up, and an honest and economical ad
his printed reports covering several vol- ministration of its lI.ifll.irsinaugurated 
urnes of public documents. In 1836, and secured. 
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uniform practice in such cases, the 
MEE'rING VIRGI1HA CONGRESS CLAIMS. printing the report was vehemently op

His successful efforts in relation to posed by the Virginia deligation. Af
·one class of claims deserves a more ter obstructing the action of the House 
particular notice, as well, for the large during the morning hour of that day, 
amount involved, as for the powerful by dIlatory motions and debate, they 
influence and bitter opposition he was found the members impatient to order 
.obliged to overcome in exposing tl-.eir the printing under the previous ques

unfounded and fraudulent character. 
 ion, upon which, as::. last resort, Mr. 

For several years there had been I:Vise of Virginia calle.d for th~ read
'pas~inO' throuO'h COflO'rellS with little op mg of the report, whiCh by strIct rule 
positi:n. nn;erous "'claims founded on ' he had a right to reqllire before voting 
.alleged promises of the legislature of upon it. The reading of~he l'eport was 
Virginia, or of the Continental Con- commenc~d and was contlllued through 
gress, to Virginia officers of the Rev- the mornmg. h.ours of Feb .. 28th and 
olutionaryarmy some of them denom- Mar. 1st, ';lthm two days of the close 
inated Commutation Claims some half of the sesslOn, when the pressure of 
pay and some IJounty-land ~laims, but ~ther bn"iness prevented its heing fin

.. all depending upon similar evidence to Ished. 
sustain them. In satisfaction of these Mr. Wise's unexampled hostile call for 
claims there had already been drawn. the reading. had its designed effect of 
from the treasury over three millions, smothering the report for that con
nearly all of which had been paid for gress. 
supposed services of deceased Virginia The next session of Congress, Mr. 

~ officers, and still, were pending before Hall became a member of the commit
eongress claims to the amount of more tee of Revolutionary claims, and soon 
than another million, and their number afterward its chairman. Apr. 24, 1840, 
and amount were continually increas- he made a report from that committee 
ing. By a patient and laborious exam- on the bounty land and commutation 
ination of the Revolutionary archieves claIms of the Virginians, similar to tl e 
in the department at Washington, with one which had been suppressed at the 

:.some information he derived from the, close of the previous congress, which 
public records at Richmond, he became i showed by authentic documentary ev
satisfied that the great mass of the idcnce that everyone of those allow..: 

-claims already paid was unfounded and Mces was unfounded. The efforts of 
. those that were still pending were, if the Virginians to obtain Revolutionary 
possable, still more worthless. In order allowances, especially for officers bour
to bring the subject fully before cou- ties under an old law of their state, 
gress, he obtained the appointment of being still continued. Mr. Stanly of 

'11, select committee of which he was North Carolina, June 10,1842, offered 
made chairman. He prepared a report a resolution directing the committee of 
·unfavorable to the claims, which was RevolutIOnary claims to examine and 
. approved by the committee and pre- report on their validity, which resolu
. .sented to the House, l"eb. 27, 1839, tion he afterward modified by snbsti
with the usual motion thatit be laid on tuting a select committee for that on 
the table and printed. Contrary to the Revolutionary cldims. This was done 
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on complaint that Mr. Hall, the chair
man of the standing committee, was 
unreaiJonably and unjustly prejudiced 
and would not give the claimants a fair 
hearing. On the 16th of June, Mr. 
Hall, baving obtained the floor spoke 
an hour in vindication of his courRe in 
regard to the claims, showing by un
doubted documentary evidence that 
they were all, collectively and individu
ally, either wholly fraudulent or clear
ly unfounded on any Revolutionary 
service to sustain them; and he closed 
his remarks hy presenting 11 list of the 
names of 64 claimants, whose claims 
amounted to over $200.000, and com
prised all of the latest of those claims 
that had been reccommended for pay
ment by the Executive of Virginia, and 
were incluutld in -the bill then pending 
in the Houstl. 

He said everyone of them was bad, 
and offered to abandon his opposition 
to the claims if any member woul!l 
satisfy the House t.hat any single claim 
was well fonnded. His remarks were 
commented upon by many of the Vir
ginians, and among them Messrs. Gog
gin, Goode and Gilmer, in speeches of 
an hour each, which were all highly 
laudatory of the patriotism of Virgini
ans and her Revolutionary heroism, but 
none of them ventured any attempt to 
show the validity of a single claim. 

. The speech of Mr. Gilmer in partic
uIar was of an aggressive and extreme

, 
congress when they were well known to 
be entirely worthless; that be had as 
agent of the half-pay claimants, whose 
claims were equally invalid, first pre 
sen ted them to congress, and that he 
Was by a law of the state entitled to 
one per cent. on all that should be paid 
by the enited States, on which he had 
already received over $12.000, and ...., 
was entitled to a like allowam'e on all 
fut.llre payments. This debate occupi
ed the morning bours of several days, 
and having the numerous ddegation 
of Virginia on one side and a single 
member from another state on the oth
er and being in a great degree of a. 
personal cnaracter, attractcd very gen
eral attention. The vindication of Mr. 
Hall, which. was full and complete, and 
overwhelming to his assailants, was lis
tened to with unusualint~rest, and was 
also the subject of gcneral newspaper 
notice and comment. 

~-. 

Ex-president Adams, who was a 
member of the House at the time, men
tions the debate in his diary as follows: 

"June 16th] 842. Stanly moved the 
appointment of a select committee [() 
inveatigatR the expenditure on account 
of Virginia Military Bounty land war
rants from which sprang up a debate. 
and Hiland Hall opened a hideous sink 
of corruption until he was arre8ted by 
the expiration of the morning hour. 

June 21st. Gilmer growled an hour
against Hall for detecting and i.'XnOS

ing a multitude of gross frauds perpe
trated in the claims relating to the Vir

ly personal character towards Mr. Hall, -ginia land warrants. '" 
and was sharply replied to by him, in "June 22d. Goggin scolded an hour
whicb his attacks were effectually re- against Hiland Hall, anr! W. O. Goode 
pelled. Wbereupon, ~Ir. Hall made a took the floor to follow him. 
further exposure of the claims and Junc 24th. W. O. Goode followed 
showed that Mr. Gilmer wbo had been the Virginia pack against Hall. James 

, C' d h . • .. f V' .. had .. ted ~ooper move t e prevIOUS questwn,.
governor 0 lrgmm, ongma b t 'thd '( t th t f .....••• U WI rew 1. a . e l'eques 0 .I.ur. 
tbem by lllducmg the legIslature of the Hall, to give him opportunity to reply 
state to reccommeud their payment by to the Virginia vituperation. 



June 25th. Hiland Hall took the gel1erltls. On full examination of the 
morning hour to flay Gilmer and the st&.tutes Mr. Hall came to the conclu
Virginia Military land warraats." sion that judicial authority liad been 

This thorough exposure of these designedly conferred on the accounting 
claims, and the marked rebuff of their i officers as a check upon lavish expen
champions, followed as it soon after I ditures in the departments, and it was 
was by a full history and condemna- as much their duty to disallow claims 
tion of them in detail in a report by Hot sanctioned by a law, as it was of 
Mr. Stanly's select committee, opera- It court of justice. The qnestion being 
ted as a final extinguisher of them.- lone of importance, the opiuion of the 
Mr. Hall was a member of the select Comptrollor was puhlished in pamphlet 
committee, and the report had by di- and it is understood has since been ac
rection of the committee, been prepar- cepted and followed in the several de
ed and made to the House by him. partments, as a just exposition of the 

.. .. '" .. .. '" .. .. .... law on the subject, and recently a sec
For an acconnt of tbe claims and ond edition of the same has been print

eorrespondence in full, set report N~. ed for the use of the Departments. 
485. second session, 27th Congress.- In 1851, at the solicitation of Presi
It is believed therc were few or no fur- dent Fillmore, he accepted the office 
ther allowances by the department. lof Land Commissioner for California, 

Mr. HaH wa~ Bank Commissioner i his associates being Gen. James Wilson 
of Vermont for four years from 1843. of New Hampshire and Judge Harry 
Judge of the Sl1pre~e Court for the L Thornton of Alabama. The duties 
like period until 1850. when he was Iof the commission were to adjust the 
. appointed Seclmd Comptrollor of the claims to land under the treaty of ~Iex
United States Treasury, his duties be-' ieo, thc titles of the owncrs as recog~ 
ing to revise and "finally adjuElt" all nized by the Mexican laws having been 
accounts with the government of offi- guaranteed to them by that treaty. Mr; 
eel'S and otbert. in the 'War and Navy Hall was chairman of the commission 
departments after they had been stated and had charge of its funds, whieh he 
and passed upon by the second, third dishursed fur its necessary expend i
RIld fourth auditors. A claim came: tures which amounted to several hun
hefore him founded on an expenditure: dred thousand dollars; all of which 
that had been ordered by the head of a Iwas duly accounted for at the Treasu
department which he thouO'ht was ille- ry Department.'" .
gal, and the question arose whether he The contested land claims brought 
had authority to reject it. It was in- into full use the fitting qualifications 
!listed in behalf of the claimant that which his habits of thought and inves~ 
the Secretary being his superior officer I tigation through life bad developed. 
and representing the President, the I Among the cases brought before 
comptrollor was bound by his approval this commission many of which were 
and had no power to disallow it. In of great importance was the famous 
support of this doctrine a labored writ- Mariposa claim of Gen. J. C. }'ree
ten argument was presented, and it mont, involving millions of dollars, and 
appeared to be sanctioned hy the pub- in the adjustment and settlement of 
Iished opinion of three formel' attorney which the application of law im'olved, 

89 
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included almost without exception all 
points that would be liable to arise in 
the adju'~ation of similar claims. The 
opinioll of the commissioners was in 
this case written by l\ir. Hall, and the 
points were so fully and clearly eluci
dated, that many eminent j"urists have 
written. him expressing their admira
tion of the document. 

Op the accession of President Pierce, 
new commissioners were appointed, and 
Mr, Hall at the solicitation of hi'! son
ill-law, Trenor W. Park of the firm of 
Halleck, Peachy, Billings and Park, 
then a prominent law firm in San Fran
cisco, remained with them for a time 
as general adviser, and to assist in the 
preparation of briefs and other impor
tant law papers. In the spring of 1854, 
he returned to Vermont, and resuming 
his residence on the farm in Benning
ton on which he WitS born, retired from 
the further practice of his profes8io~. 

Mr. Hall was a member of the con
vention which met at I'hiladelphia in 
1856 and gave the Republican Party 
a national character, by nominating 
candidates for the presidency and vice 
presidency. In 1858 and [859 he was 
eleeted Governor of the State by that 
party by a large majority. 

The Governor in his first message 
besides calling the attention of the leg
islature to the local affairs of the State, 
spoke in decided condemnation of the 
theu recent attempt of the majority 
of the judges of the Supreme Court of 
the United States, in furtherance of the 
wishes of President Bucalman and his 
advisers to fasten upon the country by 
judicial sanction the new and extra
ordinary doctrine that the constitution 
itself legalized slavery in the territories 
and that congress consequently had nO 
power to prevent its introduction.
The language of the message in regard 

to this assumed action of the (''Ourt Wag, 

as follows: 

"With a strong habitual reverenee for 
judicial authority, when exercis<ld with 
iu its appropriate sphere for the de
termination of indivirlual rights, I con
fess, I have not a high regard for it, 
when sought to be extended to politi
cal questions. The history of our par ....... 

ent country furnishes many examples 
of judges, learnea and eminent, whose 
extra judicial opinions were sought and 
obtained by the government for the 
purpose of crnshing out the rising Bt'ir
it of lilJerty among the people. Indeed 
for the chDrl\cter of the judicial ermine 
it is to be lamented, that judges of dis
tinguished legal attainments have often 
been found giving countenance to op
pression and wrong by ingenious and 
fancifnl constructions and that English 
liberty has been fixed upon its present 
firm fonndations, not'by the aid of ju -." 
dicial efforts, but by overcoming them. 
There is reason to hope that the extra
judicial opinions of the judges in the 
Dred Scott case, contrary as they are to 
the plain language of the constitution, 
to the facts of history and to the dic
tates of common humanity, will meet 
the fate which has attended thQse of the 
judges of the parent country, and that 
liberty will be establisbed in spite of 
them." 

In his last message in 1859, he thus 
announces his determination to retire 
from further public service: ""'" 

"In closing this my last annual mes
sage, I cannot withhold the expression 
of my grateful t,hanks to the freemen 
of the State for the confidence which 
they have on all occasions so ~enerous
ly manifested towards me j and I heg 
to assure them that in retiring from 
pll blic lifl< at the eud of the present 
political year, I shall carry with me 
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the warm(st and most heartfelt wishes One of his sons, Nathaniel B., was 
for the continual prosperity of the Sta.te, 1rIajor of the 14th Regiment of Volun
and for the welfare and happiness of teem, and in the Battle of Gettysburg. 
its people." He sent substitutes for fonr other sons 

He, however, consented to act as and himself wIlen the need for men 
one of the commissioners to the fruit- seemed imminer.t, and tbe bounty had 
less "Peace Congress" which on the reached $ 400. each, besides the State 
call of Virginia assembled in W 8.sh- pay and bounty. 
ington in February 1861, on the eve of In American history, Mr. Hall had 
the Rehellion, and was chairman of the a deep interest, and e8pecially in tbat 
delegation from Vermont. connected with the territory and State 

k· f h R I' of Vermont,On the brea mg out 0 t e ebe hon 
in 1861, he felt it his dnty to do all He waS for 6 years from 1859, Pres
in his power to uphold the i~tegrit.v and ider.t of the Vermont Historical Socie
unity of the government, and his time, ty and was afterwards active in the 
energies and means, to a large extent, preparation and the arrangement. ot 
were from the first devoted to aid in. materials for the two published volumes 
crushing it. of its collection, and in otherwise pro

moting its usefulness and 8llccess.
He at once favored e dth spee y for- . 

of d' ted' h He has read several papers at meetingswardI'ng men, an a~SlS In t e . . 
· of . 1 .. of the SOCiety which have been publish-

formatIOn compames, vo untcermg .. .... , 
assistance to some families which would ed,. among them, one III 1869, III vmdi
·be let~ beh' d . d'· catIOn of Col. Ethan Allen as the hero 

• III In nee y Circumstances, 'v· ,
'Ug th t k' f of l1conderoga, III refutation of andraWI e pay; a mg care 0 money . . 

coming from or being sent to soldiers, .attempt ~ade. in the Galaxy Magazine 
· 'd ' h to rob hIm ot that honor, 

and when boun les were pal , m t et 
placing in the safest manner stich mon- He has contributed papers to the 
ey that it should best meet the wants New York Historical Magazine, to the 
of the enlisting party ; all showing a Ve:mont ~isto.rica: Gazetteer, to the 
de.:p interest in the preservation of the PhIladelphIa HlstorICal Record, and aI
Uuion, the value of wl}ich in his esti- SO to the ~ew England Historic Gene
mation was increased, no doubt, by inti- ological Register. His contribution 
mate association for a long period in to the V.ermont Gazette~r, made i,n 
Congress with such statesmen as Web- 1860, bemg a summary hIstory of hIS 
ster, Clay, Adams, Giddings, Stevens native town, Bennington. 
and a host of others, when the doctrine In 1860 he also read before the New 
of nullifiction or disuniou was being York Historical Society a paper show
advocated by Calhoun and his associ- ing "Why the inhabitants of Vermont 
ates, that slavery and state rights might disclaimed the jurisdiction of New 
be sustained and perpetuated. His anx- York, and established a separate gov
iety continued during the war and not ernment." 
until the surrender at Appomattox Tn 1868, his -'Early History of 
Cl)urt House, did he feel that his OI Vermont," a work of over 500 pages 
thevigilence ofauy other man should was publisbed byJ. Munsill, Alhany, 
in the least rf'lax. in which the controversy of its early 
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inhabitants with New York, and their 
:struggle for the establishment of their 
state independence, as well as their 
valnable services in the cau"e of their 
common c(>untry during the Revolu
tionary war, are largely treated, and 
the necessity of their separation from 
the government of New York, in or
der to maintain the title to their land 
snd preserve their liberty is very free
ly shown. 

Govenor Hall was very prominent 
in his exertious to have a suitable ccle
bration of the Battle of Bennington 
:and fDr the erection of Il creditable 
monument to the heroes of the victory. 
and in securing for both the favorable 
sction of the state legii!lature, and also 
i!l subsequently promoting their sue
eessful accoPlplishmcnt. A few months 
before the celebration in 1877, he pre
pared a clear and full description of 'the 
battle with an ac('O(rnt of its important 
conseqllences which was extensively 
publi.,hed in newspapers and pamphlets, 
a copy of which has a place in the oID·· 
cia! account of the Centennial Cele
\,jration. 

The University of Vermont in 1859 
oContered on him the degree of L L. D. 
He was a life member and Vice Presi. 
<tent for Vermont of the New England 
Historic Geneological Society, honora
Ty membi'r of the Buffalo Rnd corres· 
pondiI'g member of Jthe N ew ~York 
Historical ~ ocietie5. 

THE GOVER.OR'S 'FAMILY. 

HILAND HALL of Bennington and 
DOLLY TUTTI.E DAVIS of Rockingham, 
Vermont were married in 1818. 

Children and grandchildren: 

M. Carter Hall, born March 7tb, 
1820, marl"ied Sophia B. Deming, Apr. 
20, 1844, died, June 15, 1881. His 
ehildren were Frances Helen, who left 

a son and da.ughter; Samuel Baker, who 
nas four sons: and Sophia Deming. 

Eliza Davis Hall, born August 29, 
1821, married Adin Thayer, Jr., Nov. 
29, 1842, died. Aug. 10,1843. 

Henry Davis Hall, born May 5, 1823, 
married Caroline E. Thatcher, March 
24, 1847; his children, Eliza Davis, 
who has four sons and one (laughter; ~" 

Charles Henry; Caroline T., who has 
three sons and one daughter; Hiland, 
who left one son; and William Carrol. 

Hiland Hubbard Hall, born Jan. 19, 
1825, married Jane A. Waters, Sep.19, 
1849, died, Dec. 9 1851. 

Nathaniel B. Hall, born, September 
2, 1826, married Martha B. Rou·se, 
Feb. 25, 1850; his children: Harriett 
Bostwick, who has three sons; Hiland; 
Harry R. who bas one daughter j Dolly. 

Laura V. Hall, born, Jan. 27,1828, 
married Trenor W. Park, December 
15, 1846, died, June 21, 1875; her 
c:hildr(>n: I<..liza Hall, who has one son 
and three daughters; Laura H., who 
has one son and one daughter; and 
Trenor Luther. 

.John V. Hall, born, Feb. 10,1831, 
married Nelly E. Lyman, Sep. 5,1860; 
his children: Florence, who has one 
daughter; and Edward J. He married 
2d, Lucinda R. Holley, Dec. 30, 1880. 

Charles Hall, born, Nov. 18, 1832, 
married Jane E. Cady, September 1856, 
child, Laura V., who has one daughter; 
He married, 2d, Mina Phillips; chil
dren: Trenor Park, Mary Densy and 
Charles H. 

THE GOI.DEN WEDDING 

of the HON. MR. & MRS. HILAND HAIL 
was celebrated at North Bennington, 
October 27, 1868, from 2 to 5, P. M. 
Golden 1Vedding Geusts, about tbree 
hnndred present: An early teacher of 

~-



Mr. Hall, aged 85 years; two who vice. He was at the Battle of Bunker 
" were present at the first wedding, re- Hill under Colonel Stark, at the line of' 

spectively aged 73 years, 69 years.- fence where the enemy weril repeatedly 
It appears Mr. Hall's was the fourth repulsed with great loss and also, served 
generation to which suecessively had at West Point at the time of Arnold's 
been permitted a golden wedding by a treasonable attempt to surrender it to 
Hud Providence. : the enemy; serving in the Revolution-

Rev. Isaae .Jennings W.ll.S present, ary war over three years. 
offering a prayer and reading Proverbs Mrs. Hall, as a woman, was remark
the 31st chapter from the 1.h verse able for strength of mind and personal 
"with personal reterenee to Mrs. Hall, beauty, and in company drew attention 
tlle beautiful appropriateness of which by her high social qualifications. She 
was warmly aecorded by those pres- enjoyed the eonfidence and esteem of 
ent, an illustration of verses 19 and 20, her neighbors and fdendi, and richly 
being the scores of socks knit by her deserved the approbation she received 
from yarn 'lpun by herself aud sent in for her successful management in the 
the paekages with other comfor\,able raising so large a family, mostly boys, 
things to the soldiflrs in front during her husband during th~ formation pe
the war. riod of their lives, being so mlleh ab-

1'h . t' th' f th' sent upon pUblic, official business. She e SIX Ie anmversary 0 elr 
wedding came Sunday, October 1878, never ~ew old ill !ler feelings, but en-
their ages being respectively 83 and 86. tered 1,lIto the sports of her children 
Crowned with another decade of . with a zest which carried them with yeals h .. h b' . 
, " the g d' t'll er In teo ~ect In which she COIlsid811ke ran anmversary, s 1 more, . 
on bl ;J h th' . • ered snch pastimes should be indulged hera e anll appy, IS preCIOUS an

niversary was observed bvattendance in, though a dignity was always main
' , . t th C' t' I tained in the most familiar recreations 

OIl dwme servICes a e ongega IOna . 
' N th B 't f h' h whIch tended to elevate. Church m or enmng on 0 w IC 

Mrs, Hall wa<! R member. A very Th~ wants of the needy received her 
beautifully arranged basket of flowers attentlOn, and by her benevolence Rnd 
W"IS upon the table in front of the pul- uniform efforts she did much' to en
pit, the gift· of very dear friends. At hance the comfort and happiness of 
the close of the sermon allusions were others. For nearly fifty years she was 
made to the unusallengfh of time they a.n exemplary ~ember .of the Congre~a
had been permitted to live together, tIOnal church lU Bennmgton, and dIed 
.and fitting remarks were made, tend- confidently trusting in the L hristian's 

ing to impress the sacredness of the hope. 
marriage relation. THE NINETIETH Bl~THDAY 

(July 20. 1885.) 

T~e parents of Mrs. ~lall, Henry of the now very venerable Governor 
DaVIS and Mary Tuttle lIved together was eelebrated at the rellidence of' his 
.~ixty years, less three days. grand-daughter, Mrs. J. G McCullough 
Mrs. Hall had patriotic blood in her and her husband, Gen'l. McCullough, 

veins. Her father was a Revolutionary there bQing present fifty-one of his de
IHilro. He enlisted before he .was' scendants, while five more were de
seventeen into the Revolutionary ser- tained from the pleasant gathering. 

" 
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The difference in the ages of the wishing that the useful and honored 
oldest and the youngest was 89 years life of their beloved ancestor might be 
and 8 months. The Bennington Ban- long spared to them and to hi!'! many 
ner of July 28d says of the occasion: 

"None seemed to enjoy themselves 
more than he whose birthday anniversa
ry was thus celebrated. Although hav
ing reached this advanced age, he still 
retains his bodily health and vigor, 
with aUbis mental faculties uninpaired. 
Congratulations flowed in, in large 

numbers, in many instances accompa
nied by floral offerings, a great portion 
coming from friends at Bennington 
Centre, where the recipient spent the 
larger part of his business and public 
life. These offerings, seemed specially 
grateful to him, coming as they did 
from his old neighbors and their < de
scendants. .An elegant basket of fruit 
and flowers from a ni('ce in Boston was 

•specially admired. 	 Tables were spread 
in the spacious dining-room and hall, 
and all. were seated and entertained with 
a banquet which did credit to the well
known hospitality of the host and host
ess, ·the venerable Governor presiding 
at the board, and enlivening it with his 
humorous remarks. At each plate were 
cards whereon a skillful and loving hand 
had sketched in water colors a faithful 
picture of the old homestead, and its 
annexes still standing, and upon each 
card a striking photographic likeness 
of the common ancestor. 

The repast being ended, tbe Govern
or addressed his assembled descendants 
with an interesting talk which will ever 
be remembered by them, and which 
brought the sons and grandsons, by 
blood and marriage, one after another 
to their feet, in a lively encountre of 
wit and (un. The evening closed with 
pleasant chat and soeial enjoyment, 
when the geusts departed, everyone 
feeling that it was good to be there, and 

friends-" 

Goyernor Hall died in Springfield, 
Mass. at the home of his son, CharIeSt 
with whom be was spending the winter, 
Dec. 18, 1885. He retired, apparently, 
in usual health on the night of the 17th 
and w. heard in the morning to open 
the register for more warmth as was the 
custom, when a fall attracted the at
tention of the family; on going to the 
room, he was unable to rise, but g'.tve 
directions for the caring for himself. 
He lived about two hours, the ma
chinery of the body seemingly having 
worn out, he being in his 9ist year. 
His remains were taken to Bennington 
and interred in the cemetry at Celltre 
Bennington, where he had for years 
previously, a lot prepared, whertl his 
beloved wife aud most of his descend
ants, deceased, have been bUlled. 

H. D. H. 

FROM THE BENNINGTON BANNER 

of the following week,- after the fu
neral of Govenor HaIl,-omitting gen
erally, what has already been giv"n in 
the biography.-Ed. 

"Within a day or two" of his death, 
"autograph letters had been rec~ived 
by the family here, and that morning, 
his~rand-daughter in New York, Mrs. 
Gen. 1. G. McCullough, was in receipt 
of one stating that he expected to be at 
her house, as usual, OIl Christmas day. 
,In the postscript, he humorously an
nounced the birth of his 22d great
grand-child." "The day before his 
death, he vi&ited his son's store" -in 
Springfield, Mass. - and in the even
ing he wrote concerning' business. On 
Saturday," the 19th, "his remains were 
brought to North Bennington. On 
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Monday morning, the .obsequies were over, a subject which was shuned by 
attended from the resIdence of Gen. professional politicians." 'Throughout 
McCollough •.• a large number going his whole (,.,areer,· he was: 
over to North Bennington on a special "Amid the faithless, faithful found, 
train. and people from all the surround- In times that tried men's souls." 

ing towns and from Rutland being pres- "In the death of this venerable and 
ent. The Bar of the COl1ntyattend- extraordinary man, VermontJoses one 
cd his funeral in a body; the Rev. Isaac of its most honored in public life and 
Je:lDlDgs officiated. The hymns were most usefal of her citizens. In all that 
suug by Mr. and Mrs. N. B. Hall and pertained to the history of our State, 
.John V. Hall. The fon; sons acted as 
bearers and laid the remains carefully 
and tenderly away'in the confident ex
pe etation of a blissful resurrection. 

"Henry Clark of Rutland contrib
utes: "In all the relations Gov. Hall 
has sustained to the country or state 
he has acquitted himself with credit.
As a J'udO'e he was learned upright.., , ,
and impartial; as member of the Mex

there was not his equal living : in abili
ty to USe these vast stores of research, 
he had no superior. Having beeu in 
public life more than half a centuaJj. 
and constantly associated with the lead
ingmen of the nation, his school of ob
servation was vast ~nd varied. His 
early taste for local hIstory was a paB
sion through life, and his ever active d' 
an retentive memory made his mind a 

iean claims in California, he saved the vast store-honse of historic knowledge. 
government millions of dollars . .. He was acknowledged to be among the 
He retired, as he supposed, to his farm leading historians in New England. 
ill Bennington in 1854. When the Re- Men will speak of his death, not as 
publican party· was born, 1854, 1856, one of unexpected occurrence, nor with 
Governor Hall's retirement caml:: to a the feeling that such events usually 
sndden end, and he represented Ver- inspire. Long has he been a living link 
mont in the first National Convention between the past and the present, with 
of the Republican party, which aSSem- one foot planted in eternity and one 
bled in Philarlelphia in .1856 and placed uplifted for a waiting step iuto the spir
in nomination its fir~t presidential tick- it-Iand,-wliile they have been glad at 
et "Fremont and Dayton." He enter- the lingering delay they have also wait
ed'into the campaign with a will and cd for it, in a kind of willing expecta
was elected goveIllor of this State in Ition, till they will go as pilgrims to his 
1858, by the young party which was 
cr(>.,ated to shape the destiny of this Re
publie during the crucial period of its 
history... In his first message to the 
State Legislature, it appeared as it had 
shone before in his public utterances, 
he had "views" upon the famousDred 
Scott case, [page 90,]and was not like 

tomb with no wailing of broken hopes, 
but to cast the laurels of perpetual 
gratitude Into his sepulchre." 

Governor Hall's "Early History of 
Vermont" .. is an almost invaluable 
work. It is and will continue to he in 
some form the standard text-book of 
Vermont's early times. The modest 

many others, afraid to utter them, al- preface says: His aim has been to em
though a Governor of a state could not body facts, and to state them with his 
offieially effect anything other than to views in intelligible language without 
create public opinion. This was, more- making any pretensions to literary 
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merit." Some of these "views" were respect to be submitted to a meeting 

to ehamplOn. Eth n Allen and to affirm to be held ..at Manchester, at the call of a ,. 
the national importance of the Battleof the Ch.alr, dUrIng the ~une term. The 

. ""'"~ . e conceded by all his- Commltte.e of ReBolutlOns were :- Bellnmi;5 wn, SIne ,.. 
torians. Governor Hall wrote the rec- iHon. Tarrant Slble~ of Benmngton 
ord of Bennington in Mrs. Hemen way's I Centre, Hon. A. L. MIller of Manches
Gazetteer of Vermont, and in that wol1'k Iter, Hon. J~mes K. Batchelder of Ar

1 'N te I en~a"l'ng of 'him in! lington, Hon. Loveland Munson oftllere bas e 5L. • 

his prime. He also wrote for the Ben- Manchester, Wm. B. Sheldon, Esq. of 
. B a "HIS'tory of Ben Bennington, Thos. E. Brownell, Esq nmgton anner 

nington Battle" which was published of Pownal. 

during the centennial celebration and OF THE ~'UNERAL SERMON 

which is with contemporary portrait The Rutland Review said: 

in Vermont's official pamphlet of the "Rev. Dr, Jennings, the intimate 

centennial. . '. A complete collection and lona time friend of the deceased, 


" of his writings would form a valuable deli;ered a markedly interesting dis-
work. course, reviewing his life, services and 

Of his manhood's' days ie. said: His character. He briefly sketched his an
life when not on official duty abroad was cestry, the struggles of his youth-no
passed in his Bennington home. the ting his public sevices in varied rela
centre of an unostentatious hospitality tions-and concluded with touching al-' 
which embraced the . judges and chief lusion to the beautiful home life with 
men of the State, as the old-time coun- his children, grand-children and great
try Jiving used to do. His associates on grand-children as he sat a patriareh 
thf Supreme Bench of .vermont, were among them. . . . The address was 
Judges: Stephen Royce, Isaac F. Red- relieved of over-wrought eulogy, it WaS 

field, Milo L. Bennett, Daniel Kellogg, the simple narrative, dascriptive of an 
Charles Davis and Luke P. Poland.- eminent. man-coming from the heart 
The family residence is situated upon of an appreciative friend who stood as 
the original Hall farm [of Thomas, of among the sincerest mournerS there. 
Hiland Hall,]and both the present man- The eulogy could have cnme no more 
sion and the former unpretensious cot- fittingly than from the heart and .lips .)f 
tagehave w'itnessed many notabl" gath- Doct. Jennings, who knew Governor 
erings; WIOl mention three: the golden Hall's public and private life so welL 
wedding. . . to which all the elderly At the conclusion of the discourse, a 
people in the vicinity were invited; the fervent, affectionate, tender prayer was 
sixtieth anniversary, and the birthday offered." 
reunion, July 20th of this year. [See 

MEMORIAL RESOLUTIONS
befol:e.] 

OF THE BENNINGT0N HISTORICALThe Bennington County Bar .hel4!l 
an "In Memoriam" meeting at their S()CIETY. 

Court House on the evening of his DRAFTED BY REV. ISAAC JENNINGS. 
death. Several members spoke briefly READ, AND ACCEPTED, AU~. 30, 1"86. 

and feelingly. They voted to attend his Our duty as appointed to dmft reso
funeral as a body and appointed a com lutions expressive of the loss sustained 
mittee of six to draft resolutions of by this Society in the death of its 

" 
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President, Ex-Gov, Hiland Hall sug.1 moretenaciollS, unyielding and deter
gests to us affeectingly at the first a mined, Bu.t especially flid the respoll
special reference to his rare social char- abilities and potentcies of the civil state 
actcristi., His intense individuality have a deep-felt power and charm for 
of jndgement and conscience was com- him_ This fitted him so well for civil,· 
bined to a remarkable degrcfl with kind: public life, and lead him into it and on
and friendly attentions to all, valnillg Iward and upward in it to the exalted 
friendship, grateful to others, incessant Ipublic places of honor and trust in the 
and unsparing in those things which gift of the ~tate, 'rhis fitted him for 
go far to make up the warm and true making history as well as writing it,
relationship of mutual affection, esteem \Ve cannot doubt that had he lived in 
and love, the days of Adams aud Jefferson and 

' 11 Th h· , ' ,i Richard Henry Lee, he would have been 
Secom y. at e was an IIlstl'Uctlve i • .', ' • 

'I d II "" i an able and appl eClated coadjutor With exampIe t0 aII 0 f tIre ess an we '''}-, ' . 
d · d - h . h' h I Id : them III the use of hIS pen and of hiSrecte In ustry, Wit out w IC le cou ! .." 

I, h d II tl t h d'd· earnest and lllflexible vOIce and Judge-not have accomp IS e a la e 1 '.' • , . , 
. t h' il : ment III publIc coanClls for the cause of•

d-W e 11'ect attentIOn 0 18 Unl1ag~lllg : " , 
' h h d d' AmerIcan mdependance j lor he had the

t at we may ave goo rea . .exerlOns t 
sentiment, penetratIOn and tht' nerve 

11)0" for onr vouth ,and f 01' our read- , . 
'" - ~ h' , d I b and the heart of fire If neul l,e for the ers m geI,eraI; to IS unweane a ors __ 

- . d I'd patriot's supreme responsiblhtv,
III arranglIlg an supp ymg an pre- " 
serving and perfecting as far as POSSi-/ The dut,v of these re~olutions is to 
ble our important early local history- note in the briefest compass, certain 
so rich in incidents so grand in action, controlling elements in the charadeI' 
and occupying so commanding a place and life of the distinguished subject of 
in the formation and preservation tlIem, We call special attention: 
the National government. 

i Fourthly, to his historie spirit. Gov-
Thirdly_ The ethical spirit was a· erno1' Hall was a born historian-and 

dominating principle in him. It lead it may he added with still more empha
him to love the right and the true as sis, a born Bennington and Vermont 
he understo8ld it, and to take his posi- historian. In these words we have sug
ti{)n for the same. and to maintain it. i gest~d what ~a8 pre-eminently the 
In p()liticallife, ill Congress, and in· theme Itnd passion of hid studies, of his 
historical controversies, in the beat of correspondence and other intercourse 
debate, he did indeed shun the bitterness with intelligent and scholarly men and 
of the time, but he had strong concIn- publishers and authors j the object of 
!lions of his own anived at hy a re- his visits to l.i"torical localities; the 
search which left no stone nntnrned, controlling subject of his thou~hts. his 
no nook or corner uninvestigated ; and Iresearches aI!d his literary life. This 
he did his duty accordingly. It was drew him to the meetings of histori
admirable and impressive to see his cal bodies, to the Hbraries of the land 
characteristic modesty and childlike- where historical information suited to 

ness of f'pirit, and yet, the indomita- his purpose could be obtained. It made 
hie purpose of truth, and duty rising him the president aud remarkably sue
witIf the occasion, ,growing more and i cessful chief manager of the Vermont 
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Historical Society for 80 ml1ny yel1rs: Ilnd to partake of that public prosperi

It gave him prestige and authority with ty which he had so much contributed 

historical socities elsewhere j notably, 

t~ose of Boston, New York, and. 
Washington. 

His keen eye saw alldhis instinctive 
j1Jdgement comprehended the connee
tion between the past, the present and 

to produce. 

There wll.sthat in them whieh office 

did not give and which the relinquish
mentof office did Dot and could not 
take away. In their retirement in the 
midst of their fellow citizens, they en

the future; between principles adopted joyed as high regard and esteem as 
and their effect on the character and when filling the most important plac~s 
life of the community, the common. of public trust." . 
wealth and the nation for generations We lH<ed not say how beautiful and 
and ages to come. With the practised appropriate these words of Mr. 'Veb
understanding and the patient and per
severing interest of the trnescholar, he 
studied the past. He possessed a true 
and absOl'bing interest in our leading 
men; in our solemn public, crises j in 

ster are if taken out of their immedi
ate connection in whil3h he used them 
and applied to Hiland Hall. This it is 
that is the sad thought of his death, it 
has removed one whose long life up to 

'our heroic undertakings; in onr grand its prime and far beyond was the fitting 
achievements j in our serious public itself more and mOl e for the invalna
questions and controversies and mo- ble tasks imposed upon it. But we bow 
meutous issues. without one complaining word to the 

We have felt justified in classing our over~ruling IJehests of an all. wise and 
illustrious fellow-citizen with the great all rIghteous God,~nd desne hum
men of our levolutionar period who bly to record Our gratItude for the re
helped and did so mucI; to make our mar-kable. preservation of .the faculties 
National history. There is another re- of our fnend--for the brIght close of 
semblance, as it is marked. to two of his life's day, whose sun went downut 
them, namely, in that his life was pro- length full orbed and unobo;cured. 

tracted to an extreme old age which 
was passed in much happiness and .~om
fort. The words used eonceming them 
in this respect could be applied with 
propriety to the closing years of Gov
ernor Hall. Says Mr. Webster, respect
ing Mr. 'Jefferson or Mr. Adams. true 
alike: 

"From the time of his fin9.1 retire· 
ment from public life, Mr. Jefferson 
lived as became a wise man surrounded 
by his affectionate friends, his ardor in 
the purs[Tit of knowledge undiminisll
ed. With uncommon health and Ull

broken spiri,ts he was able to enjoy 
largely the ratioual pleasures of life, 

REV. I~AAC JENNINGS. 

BY HENRY D. HALL, ESQ. 

(Compiled and lUTanged from notioes in 
the Bennington Banner ancl other sources.) 

The Venerable and most worthy 
Subject of this biography was bom at 
Trumbull, Fairfield County, Ct., July, 
24,1822; while yet a mere lad, he re
moved to Derby in that State, nnd 
there his youth was passed. 

He was educated in the old l':ew 
England manner,- an admirable ~ys
tem by the way,--commou school, 
preparatory and collegiate course, grad
uating from Yale in the class of 1~W7. 
The thoroughness of this education is 
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apparent in all his future life. In the worn newspapet cutting which has been 
class of '37 were such men as the Hon. pinned up on one of Mr. Jennings' book 
Wm. M. Evarts of New York, Chief cases, in his study, ever since his fami
Justice Morrison R. Waite of the Uni
ted States Supreme Court, Hon. Ed
wards Pierpoiut, the late Samuel J. 
Tilden and others. The fiftieth anni
versary of this class thi~ year was an 
{)ccasion of note in college circ1es.--; 
Mr. Jennings attended. . . . .• The 
thoughtflliness of the pastor for hIS peo
ple appeared even amid the festivities 
of that occasion. His health was not 
good; expressions of doubt,as to his a
hility to endure the fatigue induced him 
soon after arriving in New Haven, to 
writ.e the Editor of the Banner that his 
friends here might know . . tllat he 
was feeling well and also to give an 
-outline of what was to be the enjoy
ments of the commencement week. 

As a key-note to l\fr. Jennings fu. 
ture career, from the point of his entry 
upon active life; we copy here some 
rules of living with an explanatory note 
from one of his sons: 

"The longer I live the more I feel the 
importance of adhering to the rules I 
have laid down for myself in relation 
to such matters: 

1st. To hear as lIttle as possab1e to 
the prejucice of others. 

2d. To believe nothing of the kind 
till I am abllolutely forced to it. 

3d. Never to drink in the spirit of 
one that cirmllates an ill report. 

4th. Always to moderate as far as I 
can, the unkindr,ess which is expressed 
against others. 

1y can remember; probably for more 
than twenty years. and the rules there 
stated have always, it is believed been 
followed by him and are as character
istie as almost any other thing.-F. B. J.) 

With collegiate honors fresh upon 
him, Mr. J(>nnings taught school iu 
Washington, Conn. in 1837, '38. He 
had charge of the Hopkins Grammar 
School in New Haven, in 1839, 40. In 
this' school, one of the students was 
Dr. Timothy Dwight, now the revered 
President of Yale University. Teach
ing as a profession was not so much 
thought of in this country at that day 
and therefore, Mr. Jennings soon left 
that calling for his preparation for the 
Christian ministry, studying theology 
at New Haven, and Andover, graduat
ing at Andover Theo. Sem. in 1842.
We believe though earnest in his church 
work. he never lost his interest in 
schools. In Akron, O. where he com
menced his ministry, becoming pastor 
of the Second Congregational Church 
of that city, June 14, 1843, the ques
tion of better Ilchoo1s was then being 
agitated. Coming from New England 
to this tuen comparatively new West
ern state, the young and energetic pas
tor was pained at the low state of the 
common schools of Ohio. He set a
bout reform, and to his e:tf.n·ts were 
largely due the good results- the sys
tem inaugurated, that of the graded 
schools, now so common <!verywhere. 
In Akron he left so much of an im

5th. Always believe that if' the oth-l press upon their system of pub1ie edu
.er side were heard a very'different ac- cation that he has since been styled in 
-count woulll be given of the matter." the Annual Rep0l1s of the Board of 

(The foregoing is a copy of a time- \ Education of that city, "The Father 
of our schools." 
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He was several years superinten
dent-to the satisfaction of aU-of the 
schools for the town of Bennington.
In his annual report, Apr. 1, 1876, he 
gives the condition of each school build
ing and the year's progress in every 
district. As a key-note to his high 
ideal of a teacher as the main instru
meutality for the greatest improve
ment, we quote: 

"The teacher is the main thing, more 
than school-house, more than wall
maps, globes and other appliances for 
illustration and other aid, though these 
are more than the house. Solve the 
problem .of how to WMlh morality, by 
the teacher who lS selected and employ
ed. I,et the Leaeher be cOllspicuous and 
influential in goodness, in refinement 
and honor, and conscience. How the 
memory of such teachers abides with 
us. They are bright spots in the retro
spect of our childhoorl days, and the 
days of our early youth. Therc was a 
powcr in their intelligence, and good
ness and kindness to us that made them 
to be treasured in our memories, and 
we ever love to think of them." 

Feb. 17, 1847, Mr.•Jennings was 
married to Miss Sophia Day, just prior 
to his removal to Stamford, Ct., where 
he had received a fiatteriIlg call to an 
important church in his native S4tte. 
Mrs. Jennings, who survives her hus

His long pastorate in this town forms 
a beautiful picture of chm<-h life, wbere 
a people have been lead out and in like 
a shepberd and his flock, in a typi~al 
"hill-side New England parish," as we 
have heard 1\1r. Jennings, himself say 
of other churches and other societies. 
With repeated opportunities to go to 
largel'fields. and no doubt, with offers 
of larger financial gains, he steadily re
fused to leave his people in historic 
Benuingtoll, prefering to livt! and die 
among them. In so doing his life as a 
minister of the Gosl)el illustrates the 
possibilities for good consequent upon 
a more iixed tenure of the pastoral re
lation,-with our bustling and chang
ing American life an idea almost hlot-· 
ted out; the true one in our estimation, 
shown by the exceptions, among which 
the present is most marked. 

He suC'ceeded sllch pastors as Hev. 
Drs. Absolom Peters, Daniel A. Clai"k, 
and Edward W. Hooker, among whom 
in culture and influ8IlCe, he shone with 
lustre; and had for many years as asso
ciates, in the near village of Benning
ton, Rev. C.H. Hubbard,E.G.Reedapd 
C. R. Halbert, D. D. with wlwm lie ev
er sustained the most helpful and kind
est Christiau relations. 

band, was born in Mansfield, 0., July I Mr. Jenning,; travelled in Europe ill 
31, 1826, and was married from the 1859.... He returned with fresh vig
home of her parents, Mr. & Mrs. Mat- or and enlarged powers to his life 
thias Day. Mr. Day was a native of work. As a clergyman he was a model 
New Jersey, his wife, Sophia, a dllugh- pastor to an eminent rlegree. It takes 
ter of Judge Loomii' of Thetford, Vt. II remarkable man to be the loved pas
This union of two families was a happy Ior of II Bennington ehurch ~or II third 
one. In all her husband's life work, . of a century, and at its close, ·to retain 
Mrs. ,Jennings has taken a lively inte)'- he hold he had even then upon his 
est and rendered most efficient help. people. 

Mr. Jennings was installed ill Stam- The "Memorials of a centuary" is 
ford pastor of the first church where probably the best known of any of 
he remained I! years and came to Ben-I Mr. Jennings writings. It WI Jl go 
nington. Here the remainder of his Idown to posterity as II history of Ben
life was passed. mngton as well as that of the Old First 

", 
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Church. The pains-taking character of I Jlleut,Mr. Jennings took great interest. 
the historian is shown in the large a- ! He was a member'of ,the Association 
mount of detail in the work. .Gcneal- and secretary of the Board of Directors. 
ogies are proverbially difficult to ob- HIS LAST PUBLIC ACT. 

tain, and many eh'ors will invariably! On the 16th of August, 1887, as the 
creep in, but the great value of the Me-I rays of the western sun shone out 
morials largely lies in this very charac-'I< from cloud-rifts which had threater:ed 
teristic, which is divested of mistakes rain, facing the east, "the source of 
to a wouderful degree. The sketches: light," a solemn stillness came over an 
of the early settlers therein are written Iimmense throng of people as an aged 
fearlessly and jndiciously, and it is to Iclergyman J:jtepped to the front to pro

. be regretted that a revised eilition was nounce the benidiction which was to' 
not published during the life time of close the ceremonies of the laying of 
the author, the corner stone of' the Bennington 

Mr. Jennings was a frequent con- Battle Monument. The face was a 
tributor to the religious pI'ess of his familiar one to many of the thousands 
denomination, and a not;. unknown vis- . who thus paused to receive his last 
itor in the local sanctum. The last wri- < blessing. The picture will be engrav
ting he did was to prepare "An Ab- ed upon the minds of multitudes as 
stJact of Officials' Acts and Proceed- they read these lines for it was the 
iugs," of'the Battle J}lonument Associ- last pnblic utterance ere those lips were 
ation, which was placed in the corner! sealed and the freed spirit sped away 
stone. ! to Paradise. The occasion ,>vill be 

memorable. . . ,. This benediction, 
The people of all this vicinity have closed the ceremonies of a Fraternity 

gathered in the Old Church to hear an- h' h inculcates the immortality of the' t w lC 
niversal'Y discourses from Its pas or., soul and the resurrection of the body. 

[One of the most remarkable pulpIt, All that had preceded the last act had 
efforts of .1\1r. Jennings was his Cen-' been based upon this fundamer,tal prin
tennial Discourse delivered in the Old ciple of the Christian religion. Thehalo 
Church on its one hundt'edth anniver- of' the rays of the departing sun 
sary, Jan. 4, 1863. The edifice wali was prophetic of the end so soon to 
crowded to its utmost eapflcity, Sing- come to one of the partinipators in this 
ers from the several churches in town, historIC event. The ground upon which 
assisted . . and notwithstanding the he stoud was histori( ; that upon which 
discourse occupied more than two hours the first 16th of August orator stood in 
ill its delivery, and when one hour had 1778. Noah Smith was also a gradu-' 
elapsed invitation was given by the ate of Yale. He had at that early day 
speaker for those who might wish to preuicted that succeeding generations 
retire from the audience, to do 80, not would know of the importance of the 
an individual left the huuse until the conflict of the then previous year, and 
conclusion. G. W. R.-] in eoming time would suitably mark the 

HIS RELATIONS TO THE BENNINGTON spot. 

BATTLE MONUMENT. HIS LAST PASTORAL ACT 

From the inception of the e!lter-Iwas the marriage of one of his.flock. 
prise to erect a suitable battle. moun- September 6, 1853, he married James 
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Manning and Jane E. Robinson, his 
first marriage in Beimingtonj Aug. 19; 
1887, he married Harriet L. Morgan 
and A. Buel Sibley, his last pastoral 
act. His first funeral was that of Mrs. 
Pliny Dew"". (lr Bennington Centre, 
who died, .June2, 1853, aged 72years; 
the last. that of Mrs. Benj. R. Sears, 
July 5, 1887 .• 

THE CHILDREN of the Rev. Isaac 
Jennings family; six of whom and 
Mrs. Jennings, survive the death of 
Mr. Jennings. 

Isaac Jr. horn in Stamford, Ct., 
Apr. 30,1848; graduated at Williams 
College. 1871; married to ~Iary E., 
daughter of Rev. Stephen C. Leonard, 
D~ D. of Rushville, N. Y., Dec. 13, 
1871 ; installed pastor of first Presby
terian church, Elmira, N. Y., Dec. 4, 

1884. 

Walter Loomis, born in Stamford, 
Ct., July 6, 1850, died in Stamford, Ct. 
Oct. 16, 1850. 

Sophia Day. born in Stamford, Ct., 
Aug. 4,1851 jdied in Bennington, Jan. 
11, 1861 ; a bright. and interesting child 

whose death was a sad aflliction to her 
parents. 

Frederick Beach, an attorney, born 
in Be:.ninglon, Aug.. 6, 1854; gradua
ted at Williams College, 1872; and 
married to Laura H., daughter of Hon. 
Trenor W. Park, .July 27, 1880. 

Matthias,Day, born in Bennington, 
Jan. 8, 1857; died in Bennington, Dec. 
25,1860. 

Charles Green Rockwood, phYllician, 
orn in Bennington, Nov. 17, 1859; 

graduated at Harvard College, 1879; 
married to Mary Jeannette, daughter 

oj Hui. A. Gardner, Sept. 8,1885. 

Robert Gould, born in Bennington, 
.Mar. 28,1862. 

Philip Burton, born in Bennington, 
Dec. 7, 1865. 

William Bigelow, born in Benning
ton, July 20, 1871 .• 

TBE DEATH OF REV. ISAAC JENNINGS 

<?ccurred, Aug. 25, 1887. He was not 
confined to his bed but a few days be
fore his death, but had been a great 
sufferer at times for months prior from 
a stone of large dimensions in the blad
der. The stone Wl\S removed by Dr. 
Cabot of Boston, the afternoon before 
his death. He rallied for about two 
hours and then sank under it. Thus at 
the age of 72 years and one month, 
with the vigor of life scarcely abated
terminating a ministry of 34 years and 
three months in the Old First Church-
has passed t-o his eternal rest, one who 
had endeared himself to the town. 
Voice through the press from 

BENNINGTON CENTRE,-SEPT. I, 

Our Village has been shrouded with 
gloom the past week, because of the 
death of the beloved pastor, who has· 
gone in and out before us these many 
years. He broke for us the bread of 
life j he baptised our children; he had 
united our young men and maidf'ns in 
marriage; he had stood beside the 
graves of a whole generation, and giv· 
en to stricken friends sueh consolation 
as the gospel of Christ alone furnishes, 
in the kiudest and most sympathetic 
manner. He had lived a life of singu
lar honesty and purity and Christian 
fidelity, and become a great factor in 
the life of the people anQ possessed the 
love and co~fidence of all withont re
gard to age, race or sect. He has gone, 
his prayers are ended, and all are ready 
to say: "How is the strong staff broken 
and the beautiftll rod!" 1flany would 
be ready to despair if they did not re
member how often they had heard him 

",



BENNINGTON. 

say: "Let not your heart be troilbled." 

The funeral was attended Saturday 
morning, the 26th from the Old First 
Church which was draped, very taste
fully by those that loved him i-the 
pulpit covered with black cloth looped 
up with purple asters - in the back
ground the motto in immortelles be
tween the dates 1853 and 1887, covering 
the period of his ministry, ,.Faithful 
unto death." The pulpit chair wa~ 
trimmed with white flowers sprayed 
with ferns and surmounted by a beau
tiful crown. The baptismal font held 
a flower-auchor aud white dove. very 
beautiful. The choir gallery was also 
heavily draped 

At 10 o'cl?ck, after prayer at the 
parsonage by Dr. Pratt, the casket was 
hrought to the church-the five sons of 
the deceased with the three deacons, 
bearers. The remains laid in state until 
11 o'clock, viewed by a large number 
of sorrowing friends. At eleven, the 
mourners seated, the choir sang: 

"Cast thy burden on the Lord" 

Scriptnre selections reao and a toucl,
ing prayer by Rev. J. L. Harrington: 
Hymn: 

"Asleep in Jesus, blessed sleep! 

From which none ever wake to weep." 

Funeral sermon by Rev. Dr. P. S. 
Pratt of Dorset, a long-time and loved 
friend of l\1r. Jennings; text, ps. I,XVII, 

VI. The address an able analysis of 
. the character of the deceased and a lov
ing tribute to his memory. 

After the sermon, hyUln: 
"Servant of God, well done! 

Rest from tl1y loved employ." 

A beautiful and tender prayer by 
Rev. Dr. A. B. Lambert of Rnpert.
And after the leave-taking of the dear 
d~parted he was carri~d amid the tears 
of strong men to the cemetery and Jaid 
in the gravp lined with evergreens and 

covered with beautiful flowers, there to 
rest till the dawning of that eternal 
Sabbath day, when he shall be re-unit
ed with the loving ones gone before and 
with those who shall come after, who 
are now in the thick of the cares and 
duties of life. 

The committal service at the grave 
w~s by Dr. Pra.tt; the benediction hy 
Rev. Z. Marten of the Baptist church. 

Mr. Jennir:gs was the second of the 
long line of pastors who have minis
terd to the First church to be buried 
here. "Parson Dewey," the first min
ister, died neady 109 years ago. 

After the death of Mr. Jennings and 
during the funeral services the flag of 
the monullIent wns kept at half staff, 
lind the resident members of the Mon
ument Association attended the funeral 
in a body. 

A. R. 

"There are times when with bowed 
heads and hushed voices we recall the 
words, "Be still and know that I am 
God." Such a time. has come to the 
Old First Church. Upon the earth-side 
how dark it is! A broken household a 
stricken church; hearts often bereaved 
aching with a new sorrow. . . . . . 

We have had a bea.ntifl1l summer, 
it is true, there has been extreme heat, 
but frequent showers kept vegitation as 
fresh as in spring time, foliage as lux
uriAnt. Several weeks ago, we noticed 
the approach of autumn. Golden rod 
threw out its banner along the high
way; upon the mountain side an occa
rional bright leaf whispered its proph
ecyof the gorg'lous beauty which will 
soon cover them. Our beloved pastvr 
had reached his autumn, but the long. 
beaut.iful summer of life had so ripen
ed and mellowed so gently, that even 
the lambs of his flock did not rMlize 
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that it had past. His smile was so full 
of sunshine, hi" words so replete with 
cheerful hope. Thirty-four years min
istry have left an impress.upon very 
many lives and hearts, his work is not 
ended, though he iil absent from us· 
The example of his earnest life, loving 
counsel, his tender unfailing sympathy 
and faithful prayers will linger like a 
henidietion through (:omingyelLrs. 

RESOLUTIONS: 


BENNINGTON BATILE :tiONUMENT 

ASSOCIATION. 


August 27, A. D. 1887. 


Introduced by John V. Hall, 

Unanimously adopted. 

WHEREAS; The Rev. Isaac Jennings 
has, from the inception of the monu
ment enterprise, been one of its 'most 
active promoters, a member and secre
tary of the Board of Directors, and 
was at his decease Vice President of 
the Association, and has been ever 
ready to aid by his wise counsels, his 
large influence, his earnest labors and 
liberal contributions, in accomplishing 
the objects of the' Association, which 
efforts on his part have :been interrupt

ed only by his death. 


TherefOl'e: Resolved that this Board 

testifies most heartily to the apprecia
tion in which he was ever held by this 
body, and to the irreparable loss whieh 
the Association has sustained in his 
death; and that it will ever be a pleaEl
ant memory to us that his last public 
utteranees were given to the work so 
dear to him, and. which rendered him 
additionally dear to us; and that by in
voking the benediction of Almighty 
God upon this work a'lld upon the as
sembled people, he most fittingly closed, 
at once, the imposing ceremonies at 
the laying of the monument's corner 
stone ~nd his own public life. 

---.---..---~-~- .. -~---

. Resolved: That the Board of Direc
tors and officers of the ASflociation will 
attend the fliTleral services in a body. 

Resolved: That the foregoing min
utes be engrossed and preEcnted to the 
widow of the deceased, and that cop
ies be furnished to the local papers for 
pUblication. 

.1. G. MCCULW[iOGH. 
President pro tem • 

•JOHN V. HALL, Secretary pro tem. 

FROM OBITUARY NOTICE 
BY REV. C. B. HULBERT, D. D. 

[In the Religio~s Herald, Ha;tford, 
Ct., after a summary of his life. ] 

"A pastorate at such an important 
centre, and of the oldest church in the 
State and prolonged for sO'many years, 
is itself the highest commendation.
In person, he was short and stout; had 
a face in which intelligence, amiability, 
wit and good fellowship contended for 
the supremacy. In manner and voice, 
he was gentle, sympathetic ani! win
ning. As a preacher, his rank among 
ministers was high; bnt at this point in 

" 

comparison with his extraordinary pas
tOTal service, he suffered. In his per
sonal contact with men aud in the 
homes of bis people, he was a power. 
Be v,as a model husband and father. 
His home was an ideal one. He filled 
it with sunshine. . . . " During his 
pastorat~ an event occured that gave 
Mr. Jennings an opportunity to dis
close Itis gifts a, a historian. In 1863, 
his church celebrated its Centennial. 
The historical discourse given by the 
Pastor, at the time, overflowed its 
bounds and soon after appeared in an 
ample volume, giving the early history 
of the town and of the celebrated bat
tle. In this important service, Mr. 
Jennings showed himself an accom
plished historian. 
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It is an interesting and felicitous in-! 
cident that the last public service of this 
revered and venerable pastor aud histo
rian should have been to pron0unce 
the benediction at the recent service 
of laying of the corner stone of the 
towering mOllument now asscending
on the sacred spot. All who have 
known him as a man and a pastor, all 
who will read his history in coming 
time, will recall his character as having 

I 

in it something of the solidity and 
beauty of the ponderous shaft with 
which it is unalterably as"ociated." 

lThe lOOth Anniversary Poem- page 74.] 

VERMONT: 

BY MRS. JULIA C. R. DORR. 

1. 

0, WOMAN-FORl\-I', majestic, strong and fail', 

Sitting enthroned where in upper air 

Thv monntain neaks in solemn grandeur rise, 

Piercing tne splendor of the summer skies,~ 

Vermont our mighty mother crowned to-(lay 


In all the glorv of thy hundred years, 


If thon do>t bid mE sing)lOw call I bnt obey? 


'Vhat though the lips may tremble, and the 


verse 

That fain would grandly thy grand <leeds re

heal'!=ole 

liay trip and falter, and the stammering 

tongue 

T"eav" all unrhymed the rhymes that should 

. be sung? 

Tcan but do thy bidding, as is meet, 

Bowing in humble homage at thy feet

Thy royal feet-and if my words are weak, 

o crowned One, 'twas thon dic.st bid me speak. 

II. 
Yet what is there to say, 

Even on this proud day, 

This day of days, that bath not oft been sung? 

What song is there to sing 

That hath not oft been ~Ul.g? 

What laurel cau we bring, 

That Ages have not hung 

A thousand times above their glorious dead? 

What crown to erown the living 

Is left us for onr giving? 

That is not shaped to other brows 

That wore it long ago? 

Our very vows but echo vows 

Breathed centuries a,go! 

Earth' has no choral strain, 

No sweet or sad refrain, 

No lofty pren swelling lou<l and clear, 

That Virgil did not know, 

Or Dante wandering Slow 

In mystic trancl's did not pause to hea~, 

When gods from high Olympus came 

To t01lch old Homer s lips with flame, 

The morning st",r8 together sung 

To teach their rapture" to his tongue. 

For him the lonely ocmlll moaned 

For him the mighty winds intoned 

'.rheir deep-voiced chanting, ancl for hiIn 

Sweet fl0Wel'-belis pealed in forests dim_ 


From earth and air and sky he caught 


The spell of their divinest thought, 


While yet it blossomed fre.sh and new 


As Edell'8 rosebuds wet with dew! 


Oh! to have lived when earth was youIlg 


'Vith all its melodies unsung! 


The dome of Heaven bent nearer then 


'Vhen gOfls and angels talked with men,

When song itself was newly born, 


The IncarnatioJa of the lI'lorn! 


~ut now, alas! all thougbt is ohl, 


All life is but a story told, 


And poet-tongues are manifold; 


And he is bold who tries to wake 


Even for God, or country's sake 


In voice, or pen, or lute 01' lyre 

Sparks of the old Promethren flre! 


HI. 

And yet, - 0 Earth, thank God! - the soul of 


song 


Is as immortal as the eternal stars! 


0, trembling heart, take courage and be 


strong. I 

Hark! to a voicp from yonder crystal bars: 

"Did the roses blow last June? 

Do til!' stars still rise and set? 

And over the crests of the mountains 

Are the light clouds floating yet? 

Do the rivers run to the sea 
With a deep, resistless flow? 

Do the little birds sing north and south 

As the seasons corne and go? 

Are the hills as fai~ as of old? 

Are the skies as blue and tar? 

Have yOu lost the pomp of the sunset? 

Or the light of the evening stal'? 

Has the glOl:y gone from the IIl'Orning? 

Do the wild winds wail no more? .. 
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Is there now no thunder of billows 

Beating the storm-lashed shore? 
"Is I,ove a forgotten story? 

Is Passion a jester's theme? 
Has Valor thrown down its armor? 

Is Honor an idle dream? 
Is there no Pllre trust in woman? 


No conquering faith in God? 

Are there no fe"t strong to follOW 


In the paths the martyr'.! trod? 


"Dhl yon :lInd no hel'o gT.wes 
When yonr violets bloomed last May

Prouder than those of ~fal'athon, 
Or 'old Platea's day? 

When your red. white and blue 
On the free winds 11utte1'ed out, 


Were there no strong hearts ltnd voices? IA hundred years ago, 0 beauteous mother! 


To receive it with a shout? 

Oh! let the Earth grow old! 
And the burning stars grow cold! 

And if yon will declare man's story told! 
Yet pure as faith is pure, 

As sure as death is sure, 
As long as love shalllive shall song endure!" 

IV. 
When one by one the stately, silent Years 
Glide like pale ghosts beyond our year~lng 

Sight, 
Vainly we stretch our arms to stl>Y their ftight 
So soon, so swift they pass to endless night! 

We hardly learn to Ilame them, 
To prl>ise them, or to blame them, 
To know their shadowy faces, 

Ere we see their empty places! 
Only once the glad spring greets them 
Only once fair summer me"ts them; 
Only once the autumn glory 

Tells for them its mystic story; 
Only once the winter hOl>ry 

~-~..- ...~----

Of sil vel' clarions and the long appeal 

OJ the clear trumpets ringing peal on peal, 
With clasb of bells and hosts in proud array 
To pay meet homage to its burial day! 
}'or its proud Work is done. Its name ts writ 
Wbere all the ages that come after it 

ShaIlread the eternalletterB blazoned high 
On the blue dOllJe of the impartial sky. 
What rutbless fate can darken its renown, 

, 
Or dim the lustre of its starry crown? 

On mountain-peaks of time each century 
stantis alone: 

And each, foe glory or for s11ame. hatb reaped 
whut it hath sown, 

V. 

But this - the one that gave thee birth 


This mighty century had a mightier brothel', 
Who from the \vatehing earth 

Passed but last year! Twin-born indeed were 
they.

}'or what l11-e twelve months to the womb of 
timeIpregnall. t with ages? - Hand in hru.ld they 
climbed 

With clear, young eyes uplifted to the stars, 

With great strong SQuls that Ilever stopped for 
bars. 

Throu5"h storm and darkness up to glorious 
day! 

Eaeh knew the other's need; each ill bis 

breast 

The subtle tie of closest kin confessed; 

Counted the other's honor as his own;
I	NOr feared to sit upon a separate throne; 
Nor loved each other le~s when _ wondrous 

fate!

One gave a Nation Ufe, and one a State! 

VI. 

Oh! rude the cradle in which each was
Weaves for them its robes of light! 

Years leave tbeir work half-done; like men I rocked,
ail'S! 	 ' The infant Nation, and the infant State! 

With sheaves ungathered to their graves they Rough nurses were the ceuturies that mocked 
pa"s, At mother-kisses and for mother-arms 

Aud are forgotten. Wllat they strive to do Gave their young nnrselingssudden, harsh 

Lives tor awhile in memory of afew; alarms, 

'I'hen over all Oblivion's waters 11ow Quick blow" and sterll rebuffs. Tiley baele 

The years are burieel in the long ago! them wait. 

But wh!jn a Century dies wlUltroom is th.ere IOften in cold and hunger, while the feast 

for tears? 
Rather in Solemn exhaltationlet us come, 

With roll of ell'um, 
(Not muilled 1).S in woe,) 

With blare of bugles anel the liquill :flow 

was spreael for others, and, though last not 
least, 

Gave them sharp sworels for playthings, and 
the din 

Of actual battIe for the mimic strife 

'"\, ..... 
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That childhood gloI1es .! 

Yet not less they loved them. Spartans they. 
Who could not real' a weak, effe:mina~ brood. 
Better the forest's awfnl !!Olitulle, 
Better the desert spaces whertl the day 
Wanders trom dawn to dusk and flnds no life. 

VII. 

But over all the tireless years swept on, 
Till side by side the centuries grew old, 

And the young Nation, great and strong and 
bold, 

Forgot Us early struggles iil tI1umphs later 

won! 
It stretched its arms from East to West; 
It gathered to its mighty breast 
From every clime, from every sol1, 
The hunted sons of want and tOil; 
It gave to eaeh a dwelling-plaee; 
Itblent them in one eommon race; 
And over all from sea to sea, 
Wide :dew the banner of the free! 
Ii did not fear the wrath of kings 
Nor the dread grip of deadlier things

Gannt famine with its ghastly horde. 
Dishonor sheathing Its foul sword, 
NQr faithless friend. nor treacherOns blow, 
Struck in the dark by stealthy foe ; 

EoI' over all Its wld~ domain, 
From shore to shore, from main to main. 
From val" to mountain-top, it saw 
The reign of plenty, peace and law! 

VIII. 

Thus fared thc Nation, prosperous, great and 
free, 

Prophet and herald of the good to be; 
And on its humbler way in calm content, 
The lesser State, the while, sercnely went. 
Safe in hcr mountaIn fastnesses she dwelt, 
Her life's first cares forgot. its woes unfelt, 

And thought her bitte.rest tears had all been 
shed, 

For peace was in her borclers and God reigned
overhead. 

IX. 

But suddenly, over the hills there came 

A cry that rent her with griet and shame


A cry from the Nation in distress, 

Stricken down in its mightiness! 

With passionate ardor, up she sprang, 

And her voice like the peal of a trumpet 


rang,
What ho! what hoI brave sons of mine, 
Strong with the strength of the mountain 

pine! 

To the tront of the battle, awayl away! 

The Nation ill bleeding in deadly fray, 

The Nation it may be is dying to-day! 

On, then, to the rescue, away! away! 


X. 
Ah! how they ans.wered let the ages tell, 
For they shall guard the sacred story we!l' 
Green grows the grass, to-day, on many a 

battle-field; 
War's dread iLlarIns are o'er; its scars are 

healEld; 

Its bitter agony has found surcease; 
A re.unlted land clasps hands in peace. 
But, Oh! ye blessed dead whose graves are 

strown 
From where 0tU' forests make perpetual 

moan. 
To those far Sh01'eS where smiling Southern 

seas 
Give back sott murmurs to the fragrant 

breeze,-
Ohl ye, who draIned for UB the bit1;f>r cuI>, 

Think ye we can forget what ye have offered 
up? 

The years will come and go, and other 
centuries die. 

And generatIon after generati~n lie 
Down tn the dust; b~t long as stars shall 

shine. 
Long as Vermont's green hills shall bear 

the pIne. 
As long as Killington shall proudly lift 

Its lofty peak above the storm-cloud's rift. 
Or Mansfield hail the blue, o'erarclng 

skies, 
Or fair Mount A.nthony in grandeur rise 
80 long sllall live the deeds that ye have 

done, 
So deathless be the glory ye have won! 

XI. 

Not with exultant joy 
And pride without alloy,

IDid the twin Centuries rejOice when all was 

o'er. 
What though the NatiOn l'08e 
Triumphant o'er its foos? 

What thongb the State had gainea 
The meed of faith unstained? ' 

Their mighty hearts remembered the- dead 
that came no more ! 

Remembered all the losscs, 
The weary. weary crosses, 

Remembered that earth was poorer fol' the 

blood that had been shed. 
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And knew that it was sadder for the story it 
hadreadl 

So clasping hands with somewhat sadclened 
mien, 

And eyes uplifted to the great Unseen 


That ruleS alike o'er centnries and men, 


Thou art witl! thy hundred years, 


Nor worn with toil" or care, or tears; 


Dnt all the glow of the summer-time 


Is thine to-day in thy gloriOus prime! 


Thy brow is 1Mr as the winter,snows, 


With a stately calm in its still repose; 
Onward they walked serenely towards the IWhlie th£' breath of the rose the wild bee sips


end! 

Half-mad with joy, cannot eclipseXL 
The marvellous sweetness of thy lips;One reached it last year, Ye remember well, ',," 

And the deepest blne of the laughing skiesThe wondrons tale there is no need to tell-

How the whole world bowed down beside its I Hides in the def)th" of thy fearless eyes, 


bier, 
Heaping their treasures on its mighty pali 

Never had kingliest king such funeral! 

Old Asia rose and girding her ill haste, 

Swept in her jeweled robes across the waste, 


And eailed to Egypt lying prone and hId 


Where waits the sphi'lx beside the pyramid; 


Fall' Enrope came with overflowing handS, 


Dearing the riches of her many lands; 


Dark Afiie, laden with her virgin gold, 


Yet laden deeper with her woes untold; 


Japan and China in grotesque array, 


And all the enchanted islands 01 Cathay! 

XIII_ 

Tz-day the other dies, 
It walked in humbler guise. 

Nor stood where all men'» eyes 

Were fixed upon it_ 

Earth may not, pause to lay 

A'wreath upon its bier, 

Nor the world heed to-day 

t Our dead that lieth here! 

Yet well they loved each other

It and its greater brother. 

To loftiest stature grown, 

Eaoh earned its own renown; 

Each sought of Time a crown, 

And each has won it_ 

XIV. 


But what to us are centuries dead, 


Aud rolling years forever tied, 


Co.npared with thee, 01 grand and fair 


Vermont--- our goddess-mother? 


Strong with the strength of thy verdant hills. 


Fresh with the freshnesS ot mountain rills, 


Pure as tile breath of the fragrant pine, 


Glad. with tile gladness of youth divine, 


Serenely thOU sittest throned to.day 


Where the free winds that round thee play 


Rejoice in tllY wav<¥ of sun-bright hair, 


01 thOu, Our glorious mother! 


Rejoice in thy beautiful_etrength and say 


Earth holds not such another! 


Gazing afar over land and sea. 


Wl,elevm- thy wanderiug ehildren be! 


Fold on fold, 


OV'''' thy form of grandest mould, 


Floweth thy robe of forest green, 


Now light, now dark, in its emerald sheen_ 


, Its broidered hem is of wild flowers rare, 


With feathery fern-fronds Jight as air, 


Fringing its bOI-ders_ In thy hair 


Sprays of the pin\<: arbutus tWine, 


And the curling rings of th", willt grape-vine; 


Thy girdle is of sHvEr streams; 


Its elasp with the opaline lustre gleams 


Of a iake asleep ill the sunset beams; 


And half-conoealing 

And half-revealing, 


Floats over all a v,eil of mist 


Pale tinted with rose and amethyst., 


XV. 


Rise up, 01 noble mother of brave sons, 

Worthy to rank among earth's mightiest Ones 

And daughters tail' and beautiful and good, 

Yet wise and strong in loftiest womanhood, 

Rise from thy tlll'one, and standing far antI 


high 

Outlined against the blue, adoring sky, 

Lilt up thy voice and stretch thylofinghands 

in benidiction o'er the waiting la.ndS ! 

Take thou,onr fealty, at thy feet we bow, 

Glad to renew each oft-repeated vow! 

No ,oostly gifts we bl1ng to thee, to-day; 
 c,
No yotive wreaths upon thy sllrine we lay; 

Take thou, our hearts, then 1 hearts that fain 


would be 
From this dav forth. 0 goddess, worthier thee_ 

[Space promised Gov. Hall on Bennington

donbled,-we suspend~while the large vol

ume of Bennington 1'0wn History nuder the 

happy auspices of- their Historical Society is 

belng finished up-withdraw to NOTES BY THE 

PATH OF TItE GAZE1"l'EFR, Vol. II. issued abont 

quarterly-nOW, ,hel,Ln at the old Gov_ Hall 

farm-llOuse;- with mss. at s'd_ quarters: James 

Breakenl'idge farm and family; Papers, yet 

more of the four old governors and their wives 

that lie 'line in line' in the old Revolutionary

grave-yart'i at Bennington Centre: Robinson, 

Tichenor, Robinson, Hall; Parson Dewey, ete_ 


I . • 
< THANKS for portraIt of Gen. Stark to 
IEdson C. ]<~astman, of Concord N. H. 
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Gov. Carroll S. Page is not It Windham County man, yet as governor of Ver
mont he belongs to every county in the State. 
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